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By Dianne McAfee Hopkins, Associate Professor, School of Library and Informa-
tion Studies, University of Wisconsin, Madison.

The following article highlights a study of challenges to materials in high school
library media centers in Wisconsin between 1991 and 1994. The study was funded
with a grant from Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc. Appreciation is extended to the
Boards of Directors of the Wisconsin Association of School Librarians and the
Wisconsin Educational Media Association, for endorsing the study. Special apprecia-
tion is extended to the Wisconsin high school library media specialists who
participated.

Wisconsin public high school library media centers were selected as the focus of
a 1994-95 study of challenges to materials in high school library media centers. High
school library media specialists were asked whether oral or written challenges had
occurred between 1991 and 1994. Three primary areas were covered: the existence
and use of a materials selection policy; the incidence of challenges to library media
materials; and the outcome of challenges. The study provides some updated infor-
mation for a 1988 study of challenges in Wisconsin secondary schools.'

The population of interest in this study consisted of the school library media
specialists in Wisconsin public high schools. Four hundred thirty-four (434) schools
were identified as Wisconsin high schools. Each identified school was sent a four-
page questionnaire addressed to ‘‘library media specialist”’ in October, 1994. The
library media specialist was asked to focus only on library media center materials
for grades 9 and above. The questionnaire was accompanied by a cover letter
indicating that the Board of Directors of the Wisconsin Association of School
Librarians, a division of the Wisconsin Library Association, and the Board of Direc-
tors of the Wisconsin Educational Media Association had endorsed the study. The
questionnaire was pre-tested with a summer school graduate library and information
studies class and, following revision, was field-tested with a dozen high school library
media specialists.

Of 434 schools receiving the questionnaire, 373 or 86% were completed and
returned. The great majority or 98.9% reported formal or informal policies for the
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The News that Didn’t Make the News — and Why con-
vincingly and powerfully challenges the shoddy and sen-
sationalistic news coverage in this country that so often
passes itself off as solid and accurate reporting.—
Reviewed by Steve McKinzie, Librarian, Dickinson Col-
lege, Carlisle, Pennsylanvia.

Censorship: A Threat to Reading, Learning, Thinking.
Edited by John S. Simmons. International Reading
Association, Inc., 1994. 279 p. $16 (311 for IRA
members).

This anthology examines censorship issues in schools.
Based on reports from the Office for Intellectual Freedom
of the American Library Association and People for the
American Way, challenges to materials in schools increase
each year. Many of them result in removal or restriction.

Twenty-two authors contributed to this compilation
published by the 92,000-member International Reading
Association. It is divided into three sections which pro-
vide both theoretical and practical information for
classroom teachers, school administrators, librarians,
media specialists, and parents.

Section one discusses the dimensions of the problem.
There are chapters dealing with the focus on attempted
censorship in critical reading and in the school cur-
riculum. Edward B. Jenkinson’s chapter on tactics used
to remove books and courses from schools is quite reveal-
ing. The major complaints falling into the areas of ‘‘new
age’’ and political correctness are well covered. It is easy
to see that challenges are coming from both ends of the
political spectrum. Young adult author Robert Cormier
describes the human side of censorship in his chapter. He
visualizes the student who could not participate in discus-
sions of The Chocolate War because her parents had pro-
tested the use of the novel in the school and a hearing
had been scheduled. We often overlook how children and
young adults treat their peers where there have been for-
mal challenges by them or their family members.

The second part of this comprehensive title examines
complaints and challenges in the classroom. Different
areas receiving the most complaints are emphasized
including materials and stories on the supernatural, the
Impressions series, critical thinking skills, history text-
books, and evolution. Educators and professors from
across the country contributed these chapters which give
a true picture of censorship problems faced by teachers,
administrators, and librarians at both the elementary and
secondary levels. Donald R. Gallo, a long-time cam-
paigner for teachers’ and students’ rights, has an in-
teresting chapter on the censors’ concerns about realistic
young adult novels and also explains the alarming number
of cases of self-censorship, an area librarians need to con-
tinue to examine for themselves.
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Section three provides practical plans for action. The
authors in this section clearly outline the rationales behind
censors’ motivations from the struggle of the religious
right to preserve a particular morality and worldview to
the need for all groups to have their voices heard. Their
thought-provoking descriptions of what can be done to
counter attacks from individuals and groups are quite
worthwhile. The suggestions come from many points of
view: school administrators, English teachers, school
board members, and school library media specialists. The
Office for Intellectual Freedom’s own Anne Levinson
Penway contributes a chapter on tips for school library
media specialists in dealing with challenges. All school
media people would benefit from again reviewing her
well-written presentation of ALA policy in this area,
along with suggestions for what to do in anticipation of
attacks, how to deal with the attackers, and how to follow
up on any approved courses of action after a controver-
sy has been arbitrated. Ken Donaldson concludes this sec-
tion with a chapter on the ‘‘ten steps’’ for fighting school
censorship.

This reviewer frankly found this anthology well worth
the money due to the information provided by people
from all areas of education. The rather extensive subject
index is also a plus. Some First Amendment purists may
find some of the information ‘‘old hat’ but it is an
excellent compilation for beginners as well as a good
review for veterans.— Reviewed by Gene D. Lanier, Pro-
fessor, Department of Library Studies and Educational
Technology, East Carolina University, Greenville, North
Carolina.

Mind Your Own Business. By Gini Graham Scott.
Insight Books, 1995. 394 p. $26.95.

Dust jackets are notoriously misleading in describing
books. Such is not the case with this volume, which
should be read by anyone who is interested in personal
privacy. The author is a nationally recognized expert on
the subject of personal privacy and the author of more
than 25 books.

She begins with a chapter explaining why privacy is so
important, shows how privacy helps define the individual,
and discusses the need for privacy in a “‘surveillance
society.”” Scott then traces the battle for privacy from the
mid-nineteenth century to the present in two fascinating
chapters. What contributes enormously to the interest of
these chapters is the way the author places the battles in
the social context of the times. The evolution of the press
in this country, as well as technological advances, have
compounded the problems associated with protecting the
privacy of individuals. Ms. Scott uses her legal
background to explain the cases that have helped define
the issue during this period.



















High School parents who said their children were too
young to read about incest. Susan Walsh and Marcy
Warner said October 4 that school officials should have
alerted them to the book’s sex scenes before their 15-year-
old girls read it. “‘It’s as if our rights as parents were strip-
ped away,”’” Warner said.

The book was on a recommended summer reading list
drawn up for the two sophomores’ advanced English
literature classes. Principal Joseph Patuleia insisted it was
optional reading. ‘“We don’t force anyone to read
anything. There’s no requirement,’” he said. Reported in:
Lynn Evening Item, October 5.

West Branch, Michigan

A local substitute teacher has demanded the removal
of a book from the middle school curriculum. Pam Kline,
who works part-time as a substitute in the West Branch-
Rose City district, approached the school board
September 18 requesting action on a book used as
assigned reading for an eighth grade English class.

From Myth to Science discusses occult beliefs, which
Kline said do not belong in the school. ‘‘In my opinion,
it’s garbage,”” she said. ‘‘It’s allowing kids to participate
in something that’s unhealthy.’’ Kline said her daughter
was assigned the book but would not read it. Reported
in: Ogemaw County Herald, September 21.

New Ipswich, New Hampshire
Approximately forty Mascenic Regional High School
students — a tenth of the student body — were suspended
from classes on September 29 after they took part in a
protest on behalf of an English teacher fired days before
for refusing to remove books about gays and lesbians
from her classroom. After months of controversy (see
Newsletter, September 1995, p. 166), the Mascenic
Regional School Board voted unanimously September 25
to dismiss Penny Culliton for ‘“willful insubordination.”’
The school board ruled that Culliton ‘‘deliberately’’
disobeyed orders last spring not to distribute Maurice,
by E.M. Forster, The Education of Harriet Hatfield, by
May Sarton, and The Drowning of Stephan Jones, by
Bette Greene, to her eleventh and twelfth grade students.
‘‘Ms. Culliton intentionally engaged students, during
class time, in a tacit, if not overt, protest of the principal’s
proper directive that she collect the books from
students,”’’ read the decision. Culliton, however, backed
by the state’s largest teacher union, disagreed. ‘‘None of
this has anything to do with my teaching,’’ she said. “‘It
has to do with intolerance and other people’s insecurities
when a group they are used to looking at as being inferior
to themselves asks to be regarded on an equal plane. All
along I’ve tried to do what’s best for my students.”’
Dennis Murphy, lobbyist for the National Education
Association, predicted the decision would be overturned
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by arbitration on appeal because the punishment did not
match the infraction. ‘“If it were any other subject mat-
ter,”” he said, ‘‘Penny would not have been dismissed.”’

Students agreed. On September 27, about eighty
students walked out of class, but forty returned when ad-
ministrators said they would not be reprimanded and that
they would discuss Culliton’s firing at a later date. Those
who remained outside were suspended for a day. A large
banner reading ‘‘Support Miss Culliton. Fight Censor-
ship”” was held up by students in front of the school.

“Yes, she was insubordinate and should have been
punished but not fired,”” commented student Jon Vin-
cent. ““That’s going too far. This school doesn’t have that
many good teachers. She’s one of them.”

Some parents came to support the students and
Culliton. ““My mom came and she was crying and said
‘'m proud of you for doing this,””’ said Marissa
Steinberg. Another mother, Cindy Ouellette, said she
received a call from school officials asking her to pick
up her demonstrating son. Instead, she said, ‘‘I brought
my other son and we came to join him.”’

Lori Malboeuf, one of the three students who
organized the protest with a telephone campaign, said she
was glad the students had a chance to get their message
across. ‘At least we made our opinions known that we’re
not happy with the school board.”” Malboeuf’s father was
also in attendance in his official capacity of police chief.
However, he said he supported the protest. ‘““They have
beliefs, and they’re young adults and they should be able
to express them,’’ he said. Reported in: Boston Globe,
September 27, 29; Bay Windows, September 28; Focus
Point, October 11.

Bedford, New York

What began as a two-woman battle against an occa-
sionally gruesome card game, ‘‘Magic: The Gathering,”’
flared into a crusade against the entire curriculum of the
Bedford schools — and by default, the similar lesson
plans of other districts in Westchester County. The
battle in Bedford grew so heated it drew more than 300
people in September to a forum warning against occult
and ‘“New Age’’ influences in the schools.

Mary Ann DiBari and Cecile DiNozzi, founders of the
Association Against the Seduction of Children, flew in
seven occult “‘experts’’ from around the country to plead
their case. The forum angered numerous parents, students
and educators, who called the claims absurdities whip-
ped up by a handful of ultra-conservatives. Nevertheless,
the attack has had a chilling effect, with teachers ques-
tioning everything from Halloween parties to classic
books.

““There is a real level of community concern about this.
People feel the system has been attacked in an unwar-
ranted and unfair way,”’” said Superintendent Bruce
Dennis.
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Many of DiBari’s and DiNozzi’s complaints appear ex-
treme and many are clouded by conflicting accounts of
controversial events. Their many accusations fall largely
along two main lines: classroom activities encourage the
practice of Eastern religious and occult dabbling, and
assignments are focusing on personal and psychological
issues at the expense of a solid education.

The two began their campaign with objections to the
fantasy card game, ‘‘Magic: The Gathering,’’ which was
played informally last year before school and in an after-
school enrichment program at Fox Lane Middle School.
Educators saw the game as a way to encourage
mathematic skills. Opponents called it Satanic.

DiBari and DiNozzi pointed to a card titled ‘‘holy
strength’” with a flaming pentagram in the background,
which the card makers have since withdrawn. There are
several ‘‘circle of protection’’ cards, along with ““psychic
venom,’’ “‘grave robbers’’ and ‘‘demonic consultation.”’
Satanism is a religion, the women claim, and allowing
the cards in school violates the law by encouraging a
religion. ‘I don’t want any religion in the schools,”’
DiBari said.

The pair’s other accusations include:

¢ Schools should not have played folk songs by
Annie and the Natural Wonder Band, a regionally
popular educational songwriting duo, at an Earth Day
celebration. They charged that the band’s lyrics
celebrating the forces of nature and animals are pagan.
‘““You can be New Age all you like, but don’t teach my
child a New Age song without my permission,’’ DiBari
said.

e The Association Against the Seduction of Children
charged that a sixth-grade ‘‘decision-making curriculum’’
developed by Yale University inappropriately teaches
meditation.

® Forum speakers said a teacher taught pupils to make
idols of the Hindu elephant-headed god Ganeshe, telling
them to pray to the statues and not tell their parents.
Teacher Jackie Reizes called the complaint a distortion
of her unit two years ago on the culture of India. She
said pupils made paper cutouts of elephants and were told
some people in India pray to the god.

School officials said that in reaction to the controver-
sy many teachers have asked whether they could continue
with lesson plans. Questions have included assignment
of a Newberry Award-winning book that mentioned the
Bible and different cultures; writing assignments that
could be seen as personal; and whether classes could have
Halloween parties. Reported in: White Plains Reporter-
Dispatch, October 20.

Fort Plain, New York
The mothers of two sixth-graders told the Board of
Education October 4 they were dismayed about books
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their children are reading in school. Tricia McVeigh and
Luann Thibodeau told board members there was a ‘‘com-
mon theme”’ in three books read to students by English
teacher Vic Sgambato, as well as a book titled Ice Man
that Thibodeau’s son brought home from the school
library. Thibodeau said there was profanity in Ice Man
and in one chapter a young character mentions that he
saw his father naked.

Thibodeau also said the book Are You There God, It’s
Me, Margaret, by Judy Blume, which she remembered
as a self-esteem booster when she read it in ninth grade,
mentions menstruation, a topic her son told her made him
feel uncomfortable in class. And in Dear Bill, Remember
Me, by Norma Fox Maze, two teen characters make love
on a couch, she said. Reported in: Amsterdam Recorder,
October 5.

Plattsburgh, New York

Eleven-year-old Michele Rene Adams chose a book
from her English class’s shelf for a book report, but
before she finished the first chapter she knew her parents
wouldn’t approve. By page eight of Jumper, by Steven
Gould, the 17-year-old main character, who is fleeing an
abusive father and accepts a ride with a trucker, barely
escapes being sodomized by four men. The scene is
described in graphic detail until the lad escapes through
teleportation powers.

The fantastic tale then continues with the boy using
his teleporting ability to steal money from a bank vault,
seek revenge on his mother’s killer, and transport to
Hawaii with his girlfriend.

““I read it, and I was totally shocked,’’ said Michele’s
father, Michael Adams. ‘‘It was nothing that an 11-year-
old or anyone else in the school system should be reading.
I don’t know, but my daughter could be permanently
damaged by this. I would like to make sure something
like this doesn’t happen again.”’

Adams and school board member Susan Crawford
called for a curriculum committee to review all books
available for class assignments in the district. Commit-
tee members would read books in search of vulgarity, sex,
and excessive violence. ‘“We should be able to eliminate
intellectual garbage as well as [nutritional] garbage from
students’ education,’’ Crawford said.

Superintendent John Gratto said establishing a com-
mittee could be constricting because it projects the values
of a small group on the entire district. ‘I agreed with
Mike Adams. I wouldn’t want my daughter to read the
book either, but that’s because we might have similar
values,’”’ Gratto said. ‘‘But I wouldn’t want to impose
my values on anyone else.”’

Jumper was purchased by the English Department as
part of a package of young adult fiction. It was on ALA’s
list of ‘‘Best Books for Young Adults’’ between 12 and
18. School librarian Jim Reh checked reviews of the book
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ed as satire and was ‘‘anti-racist and anti-Fuhrman.”’ If
he had it to do over again, however, the former adviser
to The Bull’s Eye would have decided differently. The
uproar caused by the cartoon cost him his job.

The editorial cartoon depicting Fuhrman as a mayoral
candidate was published September 22. It drew protests
from African-American students and parents throughout
the Walnut Valley Unified School District. It pictured
Fuhrman saying, ‘‘I should be mayor because I know how
to deal with the nigg . . uh . . . [ mean, I can help
minorities.”’

Three days later, African-American parents and com-
munity leaders called for Moran’s dismissal. They said
the cartoon was the ‘“final insult’’ in what they perceived
as an atmosphere of racism on the Diamond Bar cam-
pus. Moran, an English and journalism teacher, resigned
as adviser September 28. He had held the job nine years.
He will remain a teacher.

He noted, however, that even if he had wanted to kill
the cartoon, ‘‘I don’t know whether legally I could have
told students not to print it.”’

Gwen Copeland, president of the Council of African-
American Parents, a district group that led the protest,
said the movement was not intended as a personal attack
against Moran. However, he had to be held accountable
for his students’ work, she said. ‘‘Someone had to pay.”’

In three of the past four years, the paper’s staff placed
first in a newswriting contest sponsored by the Southern
California Journalism Education Association. Moran was
““the one who brought our paper up from what some peo-
ple called fluff,”’ editorial page editor Heeyon Chang

-said. ““We don’t want to see the backbone of that — Mr.

Moran — go.”’ Reported in: San Gabriel Valley Tribune,
October 10.

Fort Lauderdale, Florida

Florida Atlantic University’s student Free Press was
late in mid-October after campus officials held the paper
from the presses. FAU officials delayed the student
newspaper’s publication October 19 saying that a story
questioning university security hiring practices in connec-
tion with the history of one officer needed legal review.

The university pulled the story because of concerns
about possible lawsuits, but later told the students they
could publish. However, the university said the students
would be solely legally responsible for the paper’s
contents.

FAU officials said they were not trying to censor the
paper, but to inform student editors of their potential
liabilities. But student news editor Lycia Naff, who wrote
the story, thought the university violated her First
Amendment rights. ““You can’t stop a paper from run-
ning because you don’t like the article,”” she said.
Reported in: Fort Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel, October 23.

January 1996

New York, New York

Some Columbia University students were seething over
a controversial column printed in the Columbia Daily
Spectator October 12. The newspaper was inundated with
letters to the editor since it printed the column by a black
student that referred to Jews as ‘‘leeches sucking the
blood from the black community’’ and criticized whites
in general. Board members of Columbia’s Jewish
Student Union said they were considering filing a
grievance with the university.

Jewish Student Union Vice President Noah Leibowitz
said the group was organizing a petition against the col-
umn. He said they were also considering sending copies
of the column to the Spectator’s advertisers and would
request an official apology from the newspaper.
Leibowitz said the newspaper could have created ‘‘an at-
mosphere of tolerance’’ by refusing to print the column.

But Spectator editorial page editor Scott MacKenzie
said he would not apologize. ‘‘For me, the question was
not why print it, but why not,’” he said. “‘I just have a
problem with not printing something because it is going
to be sensitive to a certain group on campus.’’

Sharod Baker, president of Columbia’s Black Student
Organization and a regular Spectator columnist, said he
stood by his words in the column. ‘‘Lift up the yarmulke
and what you will find is the blood of billions of Africans
weighing on their heads,’’ he said.

Some Columbia students said responding to the article
only lended credibility to it. *“You shouldn’t give respect
to people like that,”” said Ariel Friedman. ‘“Taking it
seriously is the worst thing you could do.”” Friedman
wrote a column the day after Baker’s that focused on
other people’s reactions to Baker’s piece, rather than
attempting ‘‘to reason with him.”’

Friedman said he believed in Baker’s right to free
speech, adding that there should be no “official”’
response to the column. Reported in: Daily
Pennsylvanian, October 20.

Greensboro, North Carolina

For the second time in less than two years, the Univer-
sity of North Carolina at Greensboro student newspaper,
The Carolinian, generated intense controversy and drew
the ire of readers after printing material that many
students characterized as racist. In 1994, it was an inflam-
matory letter, with a forged, typewritten name at the bot-
tom, that called the late Martin Luther King, Jr., a
‘“‘rabble rouser’’ who ‘‘prompted riots and massacres.”’
This year, it was a cartoon that many readers believed
showed a young white man thinking about ramming his
fist through the midsection of a young black man who
has his arm around a young white woman.

Editor Jeff Whitlow said he was wrong when he
approved the cartoon, which appeared September 8§,
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