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WhAT cATEgoRy Am I ENRoLLEd IN?

You can determine what category(ies) you are in by 
looking on the mailing label that accompanies your 
shipment of Approval Plan titles. The letters you 
find there correspond to the following enrollment 
catagories:

A  Books in all subjects intended for all libraries/
librarians

B  Books in all subjects intended for all libraries/
librarians in both print and e-book formats

c  Books intended for all public libraries/librarians
d   Books intended for all public libraries/librarians  

in both print and e-book formats
E  Books intended for high school libraries/librarians
F   Books intended for high school libraries/librarians 

in both print and e-book formats
g   Books that are intended for elementary school 

libraries/librarians
h   Books intended for elementary school libraries/

librarians in both print and e-book formats
I  Books that are intended for academic libraries/

librarians
J  Books intended for academic libraries/librarians  

in both print and e-book formats
s  ALA Survey of Librarian Salaries  

(published annually)*
sN  ALA Survey of Librarian Salaries, Non-MLS 

(published annually)*
L  Books in the “ACRL Publications in Librarianship” 

series
T  Select, outstanding books for all libraries promoting 

professional excellence
p  All ACRL (Association for College and Research 

Libraries) publications
pA  All publications in the ACRL “Trends and 

Statistics” series
pc  ACRL “Clip Notes”
up  All PLA (Public Library Association) publications
Ts  All ALCTS publications
X  Library technology-related books intended for all 

libraries/librarians
XE   Library technology-related books intended for 

all libraries/librarians in both print and e-book 
formats

Z  Books in all subjects intended for all libraries/
librarians in eEditions e-book format only

cATEgoRy A pARTIcIpANTs pLEAsE NoTE:
*ALA Salary Survey is included with Plan A; ALA Survey of Librarian 
Salaries, Non-MLS is not included with Plan A.

NEAL-schumAN puBLIshERs  
Is NoW pART oF ALA!

INTRoducINg NEW  
AppRovAL pLAN cATEgoRIEs!

Did you know that many of our titles are now avail-
able as ALA eEditions e-books? Our newly added 
Approval Plan categories allow you to receive new 
titles in both print and e-book formats, if you so 
choose. ALA eEditions e-books include the com-
plete text of the print edition in several different file 
types, readable using a variety of software and de-
vices. If you’re satisfied with your current plan, you 
need do nothing; to sign up for the new Approval 
Plan categories, or to revise your current plan, con-
tact Rob Christopher at rchristopher@ala.org.

Note: enrollment in the new plans is not automatic; you must sign 
up by contacting Rob Christopher. If you register for plans B, D, F, 
H, or J, you will receive the print edition upon publication and the 
e-book edition will be e-mailed to you as soon as it becomes avail-
able; if you register for plan Z, the e-book edition will be e-mailed 
to you as soon as it becomes available. Please note that these 
plans require a valid e-mail address capable of receiving files of 
at least 15 MB, and ALA eEditions e-books are licensed for single-
user use. Not all ALA titles are published in e-book format; you will 
be billed only for the items you receive. Approval Plan customers 
automatically receive 10% off all purchases, including e-books. 

Browse the full selection of titles at

alastore.ala.org

A new digital journal from 
ALA TechSource, eContent 
Quarterly is written by and 
for information professionals 
in the business of producing, 
selling, buying, and managing 
e-content—including librar-
ians, publishers, aggregators, 
distributors, and other library 
vendors. Editors Sue Polanka 
and Mirela roncevic harness 
their deep knowledge of the 
e-content landscape and vast 
library and editorial experience 
to cover the topic from every 
angle and in greater depth 
than is usually available in 
other LIS publications.

About the Editors
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eContentQuarterly

THIS LIBRARIAN IS a fan of all things technology. No amount of error screens, 

incompatibilities, or glitches will ever sway my loyalty. My favorite function on 

an electronic device is the update feature, which (hopefully) will make all bugs 

and glitches disappear. E-books, e-readers, e-content, e-resources—the list of 

things I love to play with goes on. “E” and “i” are my two favorite letters in the 

Roman alphabet. I gobble this stuff up, and I don’t mind keeping up with the 

ever-changing array of options and whatever e-frustrations or iTroubles may be 

thrown my way.
The world of e-books and e-readers is in a constant state of fl ux these days. 

But its propensity for change is what gives users better tools and devices. And 

this propensity for change forges and refi nes ease of access and enhanced func-

tionality, with the user poised to act as the driving force for improvement. I can-

not imagine using an original Nook, Kindle, or iPad today. I look at those devices 

now like fi ne antiques. I cannot bring myself to destroy them or throw them out. 

Rather, they stay enshrined in my closet, ever to lament their less signifi cant 

place in my life and mock, in futility, the shiny new gadget that replaced them. 

How can I not get the latest and the greatest? I often succumb to the temptation 

to throw out the old as soon as the new graces the scene. Tech companies love my 

weakness: the folks like me keep them in business.I chose to become a librarian to stay close to these technologies and to help 

people use them. Librarians have more power today than at any point in history 

  E-book FormatsAn Overview for Librarians  John Burns

econtent
qua r t e r l y

VOLUME 1  ISSUE 1

SEPTEMBER 2013

a publication of the 

IN THIS
ISSUE

- Supplying and Collecting Books: An Uneasy Metamorphosis
- E-book Formats: An Overview for Librarians
- The Importance of Metadata for E-content 
- Evaluating Children’s Apps

Download the free preview issue and learn more  
about our special introductory subscription offer at  alatechsource.org/ecq

Not in your approval plan but also of interest:
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Ap cATEgoRIEs:  
A, B, c, d, I, J, Z  
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1207-2
144 PAgES / 6" × 9"
$48 / Approval Plan: $43.20

Ap cATEgoRIEs:  
B, J, Z
Item #: 7400-1969
120 PAgES 
$25 / Approval Plan: $22.50

Ap cATEgoRIEs:  
A, B, c, d, h, I 
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1198-3
176 PAgES / 6" × 9"
$50 / Approval Plan: $45

Ap cATEgoRIEs:  
A, B, c, d, E, F, g, h, Z
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1206-5
136 PAgES / 8.5" × 11"
$45 / Approval Plan: $40.50

Ap cATEgoRIEs:  
A, B, c, d, E, F, g, h, Z 
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1203-4
152 PAgES / 8.5" × 11"
$47 / Approval Plan: $42.30

Ap cATEgoRIEs:  
A, c, E, I
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1039-9
752 PAgES / 8.5" × 11"
$250 / Approval Plan: $225

Ap cATEgoRIEs:  
A, B, c, d, g, h, Z 
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1202-7
200 PAgES / 7" × 10"
$45 / Approval Plan: $40.50

Ap cATEgoRIEs:  
A, B, c, d, I, J, Z 
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1172-3
900 PAgES / 7" × 10"
$85 / Approval Plan: $76.50

Ap cATEgoRIEs:  
A, B, c, d, g, h, Z
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1166-2
169 PAgES / 6" × 9"
$45 / Approval Plan: $40.50

Ap cATEgoRIEs:  
A, B, I, J, X, XE, Z  
ISBN: 978-1-55570-969-3
104 PAgES / 6" × 9"
$58 / Approval Plan: $52.20

pLANNINg 
ouR FuTuRE 
LIBRARIEs: 
Blueprints for 2025
EDITED BY KIM LEEDER 
AND ERIC FRIERSON

This edited collection 
brings together library 
leaders with some of the 
brightest new minds in 
the profession to envision 
the future of libraries.

Ap cATEgoRIEs:  
A, B, c, d, I, J, Z 
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1117-4
256 PAgES / 7" × 10"
$75 / Approval Plan: $67.50

LEgAL 
REFERENcE  
FoR 
LIBRARIANs:  
how and Where 
to Find the 
Answers 
PAuL D. HEALEY

Library staff can provide 
valuable and ethical 
legal reference guid-
ance with the practi-
cal information in this 
book.

Ap cATEgoRIEs:  
A, B, c, d, I, J, X, XE, Z
ISBN: 978-1-55570-968-6
240 PAgES / 6" × 9"
$65 / Approval Plan: $58.50

ThE compARATIvE 
guIdE To 
WoRdpREss 
IN LIBRARIEs: 
A LITA guide
AMANDA L. gOODMAN

Offering a solid 
foundation in WordPress, 
this guide will help 
you design and launch 
a library website that 
effectively serves your 
library’s users. 

Ap cATEgoRIEs:  
A, B, c, d, g, h, Z
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1177-8
230 PAgES / 6" × 9"
$45 / Approval Plan: $40.50

poETRy  
ALoud hERE 
2: sharing 
poetry with 
children
SYLvIA M. vARDELL

This book is the 
perfect resource 
that helps librarians 
and educators 
use poetry to 
fire children’s 
imaginations. 

TABLET 
compuTERs IN 
ThE AcAdEmIc 
LIBRARy e-book
EDITED BY REBECCA 
K. MILLER, HEATHER 
MOOREFIELD-LANg, 
AND CAROLYN MEIER

This roundup of the 
latest discussions on the 
topic is a relevant prism 
through which readers 
can discover ways to 
improve reference and 
instructional services at 
all academic libraries.

EXpLoRINg 
ENvIRoNmENTAL 
scIENcE WITh 
chILdREN 
ANd TEENs
EILEEN g. HARRINgTON

Harrington offers a 
selection of unique 
programming ideas that 
not only entertain but also 
arm children and teens 
with information about 
environmental issues.

pRogRAmmINg 
FoR chILdREN 
ANd TEENs 
WITh AuTIsm 
spEcTRum 
dIsoRdER
BARBARA KLIPPER

Klipper’s deep 
knowledge and 
experience on the 
subject makes her 
guidance on serving 
these library users 
and their families 
invaluable.

Ap cATEgoRIEs:  
A, B, c, d, g, h, Z
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1135-8
218 PAgES / 6" × 9"
$47 / Approval Plan: $42.30

FoLkTALEs 
ALoud: 
practical 
Advice 
for playful 
storytelling
JANICE M. DEL 
NEgRO

Teacher and 
storyteller Del 
Negro gives 
librarians, 
teachers, and 
parents the keys 
to storytelling 
success.

cookINg up 
A sToRyTImE: 
mix-and-match 
menus for Easy 
programming
SuSAN ANDERSON-
NEWHAM

These mix-and-match 
menus featuring kid’s 
favorite topics, like 
animals, families, farms, 
and food, will engage 
young ones while easing 
their transition to school. 

A BAsIc musIc 
LIBRARy: 
Essential scores 
and sound 
Recordings, 
Fourth Edition
COMPILED BY THE 
MuSIC LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION

This book constitutes 
the most authoritative 
music collection 
resource available. 

Ap cATEgoRIEs:  
A, B, I, J, Z 
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1185-3
256 PAgES / 7" × 10"
$65 / Approval Plan: $58.50

LIBRARy 
scIENcE:  
A guide 
to key 
Literature 
and sources
MICHAEL BEMIS

This unique 
annotated 
bibliography 
is a complete, 
up-to-date guide 
to sources of 
information on 
library science.

Ap cATEgoRIEs:  
A, B, c, d, h, I
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1179-2
328 PAgES / 8.5" × 11"
$48 / Approval Plan: $43.20

A yEAR IN ThE 
sToRy Room: 
Ready-to-use 
programs for 
children
DAWN R. ROgINSKI

Roginski offers an 
all-in-one planner 
for young children, 
providing everything 
needed for a year's 
worth of story room 
fun.

AFTER-schooL 
cLuBs FoR 
kIds: Thematic 
programming to 
Encourage Reading
LISA M. SHAIA

In this book, Shaia offers 
a year's worth of ready-
to-implement program 
ideas for librarians and 
educators.

Ap cATEgoRIEs:  
A, B, c, d, E, F, g, h, I, J, Z
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1186-0
128 PAgES / 6" × 9"
$48 / Approval Plan: $43.20

mAkINg ThE 
mosT oF youR 
LIBRARy cAREER
EDITED BY LOIS 
STICKELL & BRIDgETTE 
SANDERS

Career librarians from 
every corner of the 
profession offer a 
personal, down-to-earth 
view of "what it's really 
like out there."

Ap cATEgoRIEs:  
A, B, c, d, g, h, Z 
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1183-9
216 PAgES / 6" × 9"
$50 / Approval Plan: $45

gLoBAL voIcEs: 
picture Books from 
Around the World
SuSAN STAN

This valuable resource 
highlights titles that 
librarians and educators 
can use to foster cross-
cultural education.

mAXWELL’s 
hANdBook FoR 
RdA: Explaining 
and Illustrating 
RdA: Resource 
description and 
Access using 
mARc21
ROBERT MAxWELL

Cataloging expert 
Robert Maxwell brings 
his trademark practical 
commentary to bear 
on the new, unified 
cataloging standard. 

LET's sTART 
ThE musIc: 
programming for 
primary grades
AMY BROWN

Brown connects songs 
and musical activities 
directly to books kids 
love to read. 

dATA 
mANAgEmENT 
FoR LIBRARIEs: 
A LITA guide
LAuRA KRIER AND 
CARLY A. STRASSER

This guide offers a 
start-to-finish primer 
on understanding, 
building, and 
maintaining a data 
management service.

Ap cATEgoRIEs:  
A, B, c, d, E, F, g, h, I, J, Z 
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1209-6
224 PAgES / 6" × 9"
$60 / Approval Plan: $54

Ap cATEgoRIEs:  
A, B, c, d, E, F, F, h, I, J, Z 
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1191-4
472 PAgES / 6" × 9"
$75 / Approval Plan: $67.50

FuNdAmENTALs 
oF coLLEcTIoN 
dEvELopmENT ANd 
mANAgEmENT, 
Third Edition
PEggY JOHNSON

Johnson offers a 
comprehensive tour of this 
essential discipline and 
situates the fundamental 
ideas of collection 
development and 
management in historical 
and theoretical perspective, 
bringing this modern classic 
fully up to date.

ALA guIdE To 
REsEARchINg 
modERN 
chINA
YuNSHAN YE

This richly detailed, 
up-to-date work will 
guide researchers at 
all levels to the most 
important resources 
in the field of Modern 
China Studies.

Ap cATEgoRIEs:  
A, B, I, J, Z 
ISBN: 978-1-55570-967-9
200 PAgES / 6" × 9"
$58 / Approval Plan: $52.20

FuNdAmENTALs 
FoR ThE 
AcAdEmIc 
LIAIsoN
RICHARD MONIZ, 
JO HENRY, AND JOE 
ESHLEMAN

This handbook lays 
out the comprehensive 
fundamentals of the 
discipline, helping 
librarians build the 
confidence and 
cooperation of the 
university faculty in 
relation to the library.
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Ap cATEgoRIEs:  
A, B, I, J, Z
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1193-8
184 PAgES / 6" × 9"
$55 / Approval Plan: $49.50

Ap cATEgoRIEs:  
A, B, c, d, E, F, g, h, I, J, Z
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1205-8
144 PAgES / 8.5" × 11"
$45 / Approval Plan: $40.50

ThE NEW 
uNIvERsITy 
LIBRARy: Four 
case studies
MATTHEW CONNER

Conner profiles four 
academic libraries 
that are transforming 
themselves with 
extraordinary 
ingenuity and 
diligence.

INTERAcTINg 
WITh hIsToRy: 
Teaching with 
primary sources
EDITED BY 
KATHARINE LEHMAN

This book persuasively 
demonstrates how 
the online resources 
of the Library of 
Congress can be 
used by teachers and 
librarian educators. Ap cATEgoRIEs:  

A, B, c, d, E, F, Z
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1150-1
272 PAgES / 8.5" × 11"
$60 / Approval Plan: $54

BookLIsT’s 1000 
BEsT youNg 
AduLT Books 
sINcE 2000
EDITORS OF BOOKLIST

This resource brings 
together the very best of 
the best books for young 
adults published in the 
first decade of the 21st 
century.
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