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eContentQuarterly

THIS LIBRARIAN IS a fan of all things technology. No amount of error screens, 

incompatibilities, or glitches will ever sway my loyalty. My favorite function on 

an electronic device is the update feature, which (hopefully) will make all bugs 

and glitches disappear. E-books, e-readers, e-content, e-resources—the list of 

things I love to play with goes on. “E” and “i” are my two favorite letters in the 

Roman alphabet. I gobble this stuff up, and I don’t mind keeping up with the 

ever-changing array of options and whatever e-frustrations or iTroubles may be 

thrown my way.The world of e-books and e-readers is in a constant state of fl ux these days. 

But its propensity for change is what gives users better tools and devices. And 

this propensity for change forges and refi nes ease of access and enhanced func-

tionality, with the user poised to act as the driving force for improvement. I can-

not imagine using an original Nook, Kindle, or iPad today. I look at those devices 

now like fi ne antiques. I cannot bring myself to destroy them or throw them out. 

Rather, they stay enshrined in my closet, ever to lament their less signifi cant 

place in my life and mock, in futility, the shiny new gadget that replaced them. 

How can I not get the latest and the greatest? I often succumb to the temptation 

to throw out the old as soon as the new graces the scene. Tech companies love my 

weakness: the folks like me keep them in business.

I chose to become a librarian to stay close to these technologies and to help 

people use them. Librarians have more power today than at any point in history 

  E-book FormatsAn Overview for Librarians  John Burns

A new digital journal from 
ALA TechSource, eContent 
Quarterly is written by 
and for information 
professionals in the business 
of producing, selling, buying, 
and managing e-content—
including librarians, 
publishers, aggregators, 
distributors, and other 
library vendors. Editors 
SUE POLANKA and 
MIRELA RONCEVIC harness 
their deep knowledge of the 
e-content landscape and 
vast library and editorial 
experience to cover the 
topic from every angle and 
in greater depth than is 
usually available in other LIS 
publications.
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Not in your Approval Plan but also of interest:

wHAt CAtegory AM i enroLLeD in?

you can determine what category(ies) you are in by 
looking on the mailing label that accompanies your 
shipment of approval Plan titles. the letters you 
find there correspond to the following enrollment 
catagories:

A  books in all subjects intended for all libraries/
librarians

B  books in all subjects intended for all libraries/
librarians in both print and e-book formats

C  books intended for all public libraries/librarians
D   books intended for all public libraries/librarians 

in both print and e-book formats
e  books intended for high school libraries/librarians
F   books intended for high school libraries/librarians 

in both print and e-book formats
g   books that are intended for elementary school 

libraries/librarians
H   books intended for elementary school libraries/

librarians in both print and e-book formats
i  books that are intended for academic libraries/

librarians
J  books intended for academic libraries/librarians 

in both print and e-book formats
s  ala survey of librarian salaries 

(published annually)*
sn  ala survey of librarian salaries, non-mls 

(published annually)*
L  books in the “aCrl Publications in librarianship” 

series
t  select, outstanding books for all libraries promoting 

professional excellence
P  all aCrl (association for College and research 

libraries) publications
PA  all publications in the aCrl “trends and 

statistics” series
PC  aCrl “Clip notes”
uP  all Pla (Public library association) publications
ts  all alCts publications
X  library technology-related books intended for all 

libraries/librarians
Xe   library technology-related books intended for 

all libraries/librarians in both print and e-book 
formats

Z  books in all subjects intended for all libraries/
librarians in eeditions e-book format only

CAtegory A PArtiCiPAnts PLeAse note:
*ala salary survey is included with Plan a; ala survey of librarian 
salaries, non-mls is not included with Plan a.
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AP CAtegories: 
A, C, e, i
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1039-9
752 Pages / 8.5" x 11"
$250 / approval Plan: $225

A BAsiC MusiC 
LiBrAry: 
essential scores 
and sound 
recordings, 
Fourth edition
ComPiled by the 
musiC library 
assoCiation

this book constitutes 
the most authoritative 
music collection 
resource available. AP CAtegories: 

A, B, C, D, e, F, Z 
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1150-1 
272 Pages / 8.5" x 11"
$60 / approval Plan: $54

BookList’s 
1000 Best 
young 
ADuLt Books 
sinCe 2000
editors of 
booklist

this resource brings 
together the very best 
of the best books for 
young adults published 
in the first decade of 
the 21st century.

AP CAtegories: 
A, B, C, D, g, H, Z
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1219-5
160 Pages / 6" x 9"
$55 / approval Plan: $49.50

BuiLDing A 
Core Print 
CoLLeCtion For 
PresCHooLers
alan r. bailey

Valuable for regular use 
by caregivers as well as 
for collection develop-
ment, this book spot-
lights hundreds of titles 
that are engaging and 
fun for reader and pre-
schooler alike. AP CAtegories: 

A, e, g
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1214-0
300 Pages / 7" x 10"
$80 / approval Plan: $72

CoPyrigHt 
For ACADeMiC 
LiBrAriAns AnD 
ProFessionALs
rebeCCa P. butler

this practical handbook 
will show students train-
ing to become college 
and university librarians 
how to make informed 
decisions regarding the 
use and availability of 
print, non-print, and 
online resources.

AP CAtegories: 
A, C, e, g
ISBN: 978-0-8389-3604-7
280 Pages / 6" x 9"
$45 / approval Plan: $40.50

CorettA 
sCott king 
AwArD Books 
DisCussion 
guiDe: Pathways 
to Democracy
adelaide Poniatowski 
PhelPs and Carole 
J. mCCollough; 
foreword by linda m. 
PaVonetti

spotlighting titles appro-
priate for grades k-12, this 
discussion guide builds 
on the rich legacy of the 
Coretta scott king award-
winning books.

AP CAtegories: 
A, B, C, D, i, J, Z
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1192-1
208 Pages / 6" x 9"
$60 / approval Plan: $54

CustoMer-
BAseD 
CoLLeCtion 
DeveLoPMent: 
An overview
karl bridges, editor

this book gathers 
together the best practi-
tioners in the emerging 
field of customer-based 
collection development, 
whose goal is to find out 
what library users need 
and want and manage 
collections accordingly.

AP CAtegories: A, B, C, 
D, e, F, g, H, i, J, X, Xe, Z
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1217-1
168 Pages / 6" x 9"
$55 / approval Plan: $49.50

eCoLogy, 
eConoMy, 
equity: the 
Path to a Carbon-
free Library
mandy henk

in the first book to seri-
ously examine the future 
of libraries in a climate 
reality-based context, 
henk convincingly argues 
that building a carbon-
free future for libraries 
is not only essential but 
eminently practical.

AP CAtegories: 
A, B, C, D, g, H, Z 
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1225-6
176 Pages / 6" x 9"
$55 / approval Plan: $49.50

eXPerienCing 
AMeriCA’s 
story tHrougH 
FiCtion: Historical 
novels for 
grades 7–12
hilary susan Crew

Perfect for classroom use 
and ya readers’ advisory, 
Crew’s book highlights 
more than 150 titles of 
historical fiction pub-
lished since 2000 that are 
appropriate for seventh 
to twelfth graders. 

AP CAtegories: 
A, C, H 
isbn: 978-0-8389-1198-3
264 Pages / 6" x 9"
$50 / approval Plan: $45

eXPLoring 
environMentAL 
sCienCe witH 
CHiLDren 
AnD teens
eileen g. harrington

harrington offers a selec-
tion of unique program-
ming ideas that not only 
entertain but also arm 
children and teens with 
information about envi-
ronmental issues. AP CAtegories: 

A, B, C, D, uP, Z
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1197-6
160 Pages / 6" x 9"
$55 / approval Plan: $49.50

FiLM 
ProgrAMMing 
For PuBLiC 
LiBrAries
kati irons for Pla

screening movies is a 
fun, engaging way to 
bring people of all ages 
into the library, and this 
book offers the tools to 
make movie program-
ming a reality at any pub-
lic library. AP CAtegories: A, B, C, 

D, e, F, g, H, i, J, Z 
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1191-4
568 Pages / 6" x 9"
$75 / approval Plan: $67.50

FunDAMentALs 
oF CoLLeCtion 
DeveLoPMent 
AnD 
MAnAgeMent, 
third edition
Peggy Johnson

Johnson offers a com-
prehensive tour of this 
essential discipline and 
situates the fundamental 
ideas of collection devel-
opment and manage-
ment in historical and 
theoretical perspective, 
bringing this modern 
classic fully up to date.

AP CAtegories: 
A, B, i, J, Z 
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1223-2
224 Pages / 6" x 9"
$70 / approval Plan: $63

tHe ACADeMiC 
LiBrAry  
ADMinistrAtor’s 
FieLD guiDe
bryCe nelson

the daily administration 
of an academic library 
often leaves you need-
ing quick advice on the 
topic at hand. nelson, an 
experienced administra-
tor writing from first-hand 
knowledge, delivers 
such advice in 30 topical 
chapters. 
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AP CAtegories: 
A, B, C, D, i, J, Z
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1234-8
375 Pages / 7" x 10"
$65 / approval Plan: $58.50

guiDe to 
reFerenCe in 
Business AnD 
eConoMiCs
edited by steVen w. 
sowards

focusing on print and 
electronic sources that 
are key to business and 
economics reference, this 
work is a must-have for 
every reference desk. 

AP CAtegories: 
A, B, C, D, i, J, Z
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1221-8
488 Pages / 7" x 10"
$75 / approval Plan: $67.50

guiDe to 
reFerenCe 
in MeDiCine 
AnD HeALtH
edited by denise 
beaubien bennett and 
Christa modsCheidler

drawn from the extensive 
database of guide to 
reference, this up-to-
date resource provides an 
annotated list of print and 
electronic biomedical and 
health-related reference 
sources, including inter-
net resources and digital 
image collections. 

AP CAtegories: 
A, B, C, D, i, J, Z
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1232-4
375 Pages / 7" x 10"
$65 / approval Plan: $58.50

guiDe to 
reFerenCe: 
essential general 
reference and 
Library science 
sources
edited by Jo bell 
whitlatCh and  
susan e. searing

ideal for public, school, 
and academic libraries 
looking to freshen up 
their reference collection, 
as well as for lis students 
and instructors conduct-
ing research. 

AP CAtegories: A, B, C, 
D, e, F, g, H, i, J, Z 
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1205-8
144 Pages / 8.5" x 11"
$45 / approval Plan: $40.50

interACting 
witH History: 
teaching with 
Primary sources
edited by 
katharine lehman

this book persuasively 
demonstrates how the 
online resources of the 
library of Congress 
can be used by teach-
ers and librarian edu-
cators.

AP CAtegories: 
A, B, C, D, i, J, Z
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1184-6
488 Pages / 6" x 9"
$115 / approval Plan: $103.50

introDuCtion 
to reFerenCe 
sourCes in tHe 
HeALtH sCienCes, 
sixth edition
ComPiled and edited 
by Jeffrey t. huber 
and susan swogger

Prepared in collaboration 
with the medical library 
association, this com-
pletely updated, revised, 
and expanded edition 
lists classic and up-to-the-
minute print and electronic 
resources in the health 
sciences.

AP CAtegories: 
A, C, i
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1220-1
144 Pages / 7" x 10"
$55 / approval Plan: $49.50

Letting go 
oF LegACy 
serviCes: Library 
Case studies
edited by mary 
eVangeliste and 
katherine furlong

through examination 
of these case studies, 
librarians can develop 
a framework that helps 
lead to more structured 
thinking about what is 
vitally important for their 
own library’s future.

AP CAtegories: 
A
978-1-55570-989-1
248 Pages / 6" x 9"
$65 / approval Plan: $58.50

MetALiterACy: 
reinventing 
information Literacy 
to empower 
Learners
thomas P. maCkey and 
trudi e. JaCobson

this cutting-edge 
approach to information 
literacy will help your 
students grasp an under-
standing of the critical 
thinking and reflection 
required to engage in 
technology spaces as savvy 
producers, collaborators, 
and sharers.

AP CAtegories: 
A, C, e
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1204-1
152 Pages / 6" x 9"
$50 / approval Plan: $45

MinD-BenDing 
Mysteries 
AnD tHriLLers 
For teens: A 
Programming 
and readers’ 
Advisory guide
amy alessio

this one-of-a-kind 
resource will help ya 
librarians connect teens 
to mysteries they’re sure 
to love. 

AP CAtegories: 
A, B, C, D, g, H, Z 
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1183-9
240 Pages / 6" x 9"
$50 / approval Plan: $45

gLoBAL voiCes: 
Picture Books from 
Around the world
susan stan

this valuable resource 
highlights titles that 
librarians and educators 
can use to foster cross-
cultural education.

AP CAtegories: 
A, B, C, D, e, F, Z 
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1200-3
176 Pages / 6" x 9"
$47 / approval Plan: $42.30

inteLLeCtuAL 
FreeDoM For 
teens: A Practical 
guide for young 
Adult & school 
Librarians
kristin fletCher-
sPear and kelly tyler 
for yalsa

using examples of censor-
ship battles in school and 
public libraries to illustrate 
possible scenarios, this 
guidebook gives ya librar-
ians foreknowledge and 
support to ensure intellec-
tual freedom for teens. 

AP CAtegories: 
A
978-1-55570-913-6
144 Pages / 8.5" x 11"
$70 / approval Plan: $63

LiBrAry As 
sAFe HAven: 
Disaster Planning, 
response, and 
recovery; A 
How-to-Do-
it Manual for 
Librarians
deborah d. 
halsted, shari 
C. Clifton, and 
daniel t. wilson

Published in coopera-
tion with the medical 
library association 
(mla).

AP CAtegories: 
A, B, C, D, i, J, X, Xe, Z
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1233-1
320 Pages / 6" x 9"
$55 / approval Plan: $49.50

tHe network 
resHAPes tHe 
LiBrAry: Lorcan 
Dempsey on 
Libraries, services 
and networks
lorCan demPsey, 
edited by kenneth J. 
Varnum

Varnum offers an expertly 
curated selection of 
entries from dempsey’s 
blog, showing where 
libraries have been in 
the last decade and also 
where they’re heading 
now.
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http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=10983
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AP CAtegories: 
A, B, i, J, Z 
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1193-8 
192 Pages / 6" x 9"
$55 / approval Plan: $49.50

tHe new 
university 
LiBrAry: Four 
Case studies
matthew Conner

Conner profiles four aca-
demic libraries that are 
transforming themselves 
with extraordinary inge-
nuity and diligence.

AP CAtegories: 
A, i
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1215-7
112 Pages / 6" x 9"
$45 / approval Plan: $40.50

tHe one-
sHot LiBrAry 
instruCtion 
survivAL guiDe
heidi e. buChanan 
and beth a. 
mCdonough

filled with invaluable 
guidance based on 
decades of classroom 
experience, wisdom 
from the literature, and 
voices from the field, this 
resource will help librar-
ians become better, more 
confident teachers.

AP CAtegories: 
A, C, g
ISBN: 978-0-8389-3609-2 
184 Pages / 6" x 9"
$32 / approval Plan: $28.80

tHe newBery 
AnD CALDeCott 
AwArDs: A guide 
to the Medal and 
Honor Books, 
2014 edition
assoCiation for 
library serViCe to 
Children (alsC)

librarians and teachers 
everywhere rely on this 
guidebook for quick 
reference and collection 
development and also 
as a resource for cur-
riculum links and readers' 
advisory.

AP CAtegories: 
A, B, C, D, i, J, X, Xe, Z
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1228-7
152 Pages / 6" x 9"
$70 / approval Plan: $63

tHe toP 
teCHnoLogies 
every LiBrAriAn 
neeDs to know: 
A LitA guide
edited by kenneth J. 
Varnum

while it’s inspiring to 
ponder the libraries of 
the 22nd century, it’s a lot 
more practical to think 
ahead to the next five 
years. that’s just what 
Varnum and his hand-
picked team of contribu-
tors have done.

AP CAtegories: 
A, B, C, D, i, J, X, Xe, Z
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1235-5
192 Pages / 6" x 9"
$60 / approval Plan: $54

using MAssive 
DigitAL 
LiBrAries: A 
LitA guide
andrew weiss

in this thought-provoking 
and unabashedly optimis-
tic book, weiss explores 
how massive digital 
libraries are already 
adapting to society’s 
needs, and looks ahead 
to the massive digital 
libraries of tomorrow.

AP CAtegories: 
A, B, C, D, i, J, X, Xe, Z
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1226-3
216 Pages / 6" x 9"
$65 / approval Plan: $58.50

useFuL, usABLe, 
DesirABLe: 
Applying user 
experience Design 
to your Library
aaron sChmidt and 
amanda etChes

in this useful primer, user 
experience (uX) librar-
ians schmidt and etches 
identify 19 crucial touch-
points such as the library 
website, email, furniture, 
parking lot, events, and 
newsletters. 

AP CAtegories: 
A, B, C, D, i, J, X, Xe, Z
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1227-0
168 Pages / 6" x 9"
$60 / approval Plan: $54

tHe reFerenCe 
guiDe to DAtA 
sourCes
Julia bauder

this concise sourcebook 
takes the guesswork 
out of locating the best 
sources of data, a pro-
cess more important than 
ever as the data land-
scape grows increasingly 
cluttered. 

AP CAtegories: 
A, B, C, D, g, H, Z
ISBN: 978-0-8389-3605-4
216 Pages / 6" x 9"
$48 / approval Plan: $43.20

PoPuLAr PiCks 
For young 
reADers
edited by diane 
foote for alsC

ranging from books for 
newborns through read-
ers to age 14, the select-
ed books encompass a 
wide variety of formats 
and themes to reflect the 
diversity of contemporary 
society.

AP CAtegories: 
A
978-1-55570-937-2
704 Pages / 8.5" x 11"
$95 / approval Plan: $85.50

Preserving 
our HeritAge: 
Perspectives 
from Antiquity to 
the Digital Age
edited by miChele 
Valerie Cloonan

drawing on historical 
texts, this accessible 
volume provides a 
broad understanding of 
preservation for librar-
ians, archivists, and 
museum specialists.

AP CAtegories: 
A, C, g
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1222-5
256 Pages / 8.5" x 11"
$57 / approval Plan: $51.30

steP into 
storytiMe: 
using storytime 
effective Practice 
to strengthen 
the Development 
of newborns to 
Five-year-olds
saroJ nadkarni 
ghoting and kathy 
f. klatt 

this approach articu-
lates the link between 
child development 
theory and storytimes. 

AP CAtegories: 
A, C, i
ISBN: 978-0-8389-1229-4
176 Pages / 6" x 9"
$70 / approval Plan: $63

reseArCHing 
ProsPeCtive 
Donors: get 
More Funding 
for your Library
susan summerfield 
hammerman

using the strategies 
outlined in this valuable 
book, your library’s fun-
draising staff can focus 
their time and attention 
on the best donors and 
potential donors in your 
community.

AP CAtegories: 
A, C, i, X
978-1-55570-994-5 
152 Pages / 6" x 9"
$60 / approval Plan: $54

resPonsive 
weB Design 
For LiBrAries: 
A LitA guide
matthew reidsma

this guide shows how, 
through responsive web 
design, libraries can build 
one site for all devices—
now and in the future—
with just html and Css.
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