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Business Meeting
Midwinter Meeting, February 1, 1999, 2-4 p.m.

Kathy Tezla, GODORT chair, called the meeting to order at 2:05 p.m.  She thanked everyone for
coming, and introduced the officers at the table.

Adoption of Agenda
Tezla proposed changing the order of business so that the Legislation Committee would be the
first committee to report.  The agenda was approved with this change.

Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the Business Meeting of the 1998 Annual Conference, as reported in the
June/September 1998 Documents to the People, Vol. 25, No. 2/3, p. 38-44, were approved.

Announcements
The DttP deadline for the March issue is February 8, 1999.  Be sure to get committee chair
reports to the editor, John Shuler.

Treasurer==s Report
Treasurer Judy Horn reported.  She noted that on last year=s budget, showing revenues and
expenditures, subscriptions to DttP were up slightly.  Advertising for DttP was up considerably
from the previous year, which showed no revenue from advertising.  We show no revenue for
conference registration fees, though we had a preconference last year.  Apparently we made
money on that preconference but we haven=t received the money for it.  Royalties and donations
were up also.  The total revenue for last year was $42,876.

On the expenditures side, travel expenses were up due to a lot of traveling.  The major expense
was conference equipment.  That has been going up steadily each year.  All equipment beside
basic microphone, chairs and tables are charged that requires additional equipment, such as a
screen, overhead projector or a data projector (plus a set up fee for each room).  Horn suggested
finding ways to conserve money in this area.  Expenses for printing DttP were down, those
expenditures shown were for the printing that the previous publisher had done.  There is a new
line for expenditures: line 5600, income tax.  This is from the investment of the Rozkuszka
Scholarship fund.  We will be getting income from that, but we had to pay taxes up front.  Total
expenditures for the year were $36,436, giving a net revenue of $6,440 for a total fund balance of
$45,390.  Horn noted that if we had published all four issues of DttP in FY 1997-1998 we would
have a deficit of between $2000-$4000.

This year=s budget, through November 30, 1998, shows very little expenditures because most of
our expenditures occur at conferences.  The royalties of $5070 is due to the second edition of
Guide to Official Publications of Foreign Countries published by CIS.  Since November 30, we
have received more dues monies.  Our major expenditures so far have been for the Freedom to
Read Foundation and mailing costs for the vote on the GODORT/ASCLA merger.

The budget for FY 1999-2000 was approved by the Steering Committee at Annual Conference.  It
now needs the approval of the membership to go forward to ALA.  It is a typical GODORT
budget in which expenditures exceed revenue.  Horn moved that GODORT adopt the 1999-2000
budget.  It was seconded.  Under discussion, the question was asked when we will know what we
received for our preconference.  The answer was that the International Documents Task Force has
been in touch with the parties that currently hold that money.  The budget was approved.



GODORT Business Meeting - 2 ALA Midwinter Meeting 1999

Horn also distributed a proposed budget for FY 2000-2001.  This is a draft that is likely to change
between now and Annual Conference.

Task Force Reports

Federal Documents Task Force
Task Force Coordinator Cindi Wolff reported that the task force discussed problems with tax
form distribution to libraries.  The task force had no action items.

International Documents Task Force
Task Force Assistant Coordinator/Coordinator-Elect Jim Church reported for Andrea Morrison.
The task force had no action items.  The task force discussed the following topics: there were few
submissions of international documents for Notable Documents.  IDTF will draft a letter to help
solicit documents from IGOs.  IDTF is preparing a discussion document on international
documents and cooperating with foreign librarians, other groups in ALA, and IFLA.  Other
GODORT committees that are interested in international documents cooperation are asked to see
someone on IDTF with your suggestions.

State and Local Documents Task Force
Task Force Coordinator Debbie Hollis reported that the task force had no action items.  She noted
that state and local notable documents submissions also were down.  The deadline for submission
has been extended to February 15.  The task force has a small ad hoc committee that is working
on a proposed workshop for state depository librarians.  They will come back at Annual
Conference with more information.  It is aimed at people who distributed depository documents
in their state.

Committee Reports

Legislation Committee
Chair Dan Barkley reported, with three resolutions for the GODORT membership to endorse in
principle.  The first resolution is titled: Draft Resolution on Superintendent of Documents FY
2000 Salaries and Expenses Appropriations.  Barkley moved that GODORT endorse:

Resolved, that the American Library Association urge Congress to fund fully the
Government Printing Office Superintendent of Documents Salaries and Expenses
appropriation request of $31.245 million for FY 2000; and, be it further

Resolved, That the American Library Association transmit a copy of this resolution to the
Chairs of the House and Senate Legislative Branch Appropriations
Subcommittees, other appropriate House and Senate committees, and to the
Public Printer of the United States.

There was no discussion and the motion passed.

The second resolution is titled: Draft Resolution Commending Anne A. Heanue.  Barkley moved
that GODORT endorse:

Resolved, that the Government Documents Round Table of the American Library
Association commend Anne A. Heanue in recognition and appreciation of her
lifelong commitment to public access to government information, the Federal
Depository Library Program, and her service to ALA and GODORT from 1979
to 1998.
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There was no discussion and the motion passed.

The third resolution is titled: Draft Resolution on S. 22, The Government Secrecy Reform Act of
1999.  Barkley moved that GODORT endorse:

Resolved, that the American Library Association endorse the general statutory
framework outlined in S. 22, the Government Secrecy Reform Act of 1999, and,
be it further

Resolved, that the American Library Association supports S. 22, the Government Secrecy
Reform Act of 1999, in that it reflects ALA policy regarding the classification of
U.S. government information (ALA Council document 27.8) by;

$ instituting a systematic declassification system to ensure future public access,
$ including on the Review Board independent professionals well acquainted with

the security system;
$ including formal public notice and comment regarding the categories and

procedures of classification and declassification to be established by the
President;

$ establishing a balancing test that takes into account the public interest in release
of the information;

$ ensuring that records are automatically declassified after the set time period
expires;

$ establishing bulk declassification procedures for older documents to hasten their
release at minimal cost;

$ establishing mechanisms to ensure independent review of agency classification
decisions;

$ ensuring that the Review Board be genuinely independent, both in structure of
the organization and in the qualifications of the appointments;

$ ensuring that any decision reached for declassification purposes by formed in the
context of a presumption of disclosure; and, be it further

Resolved, that the American Library Association urge the S. 22 be strengthened to reduce
the scope of secrecy within the federal government by:

$ classifying information based on the criteria that if there is an identifiable harm
from its release information should be classified;

$ prohibiting the reclassification of government information already in the public
domain;

$ including formal public notice and comment regarding the development by
agencies of standards and procedures for classification and declassification; and,
be it further

Resolved, that the American Library Association send copies of this resolution to the
sponsors of S. 22 and the appropriations committees of Congress.

There was no discussion and the motion passed.

Barkley moved that the chair of GODORT write a letter to the director of NTIS requesting that a
documents librarian with experience in Government Information, including work within the
FDLP and who has broad experience with information access issues be appointed to the NTIS
Advisory Board.  The motion was seconded.  Barkley explained that there has not been a
documents librarian on that board in three or four years.  During discussion it was noted that there
is an advisory board meeting on the afternoon of February and it is an open meeting.  Further
discussion raised the question of whether the appointee should be a practicing documents
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librarian, a member of GODORT, or someone with that sort of background.  The intent is to have
someone with a history of commitment to public access to government information.  Andrea
Sevetson suggested an amendment to the motion to specify Asomeone with a history of
commitment to public access to government information.@  The parliamentarian ruled that this is
really a clarification of the wording of the motion and does not have to be voted on.  Further
discussion suggested that someone with this background could be interpreted to mean almost
anyone in ALA.  However, Adepository librarian@ might be too specific.  Barkley assured the
chair that the Legislation Committee would craft the letter so as to unambiguously convey our
meaning, and asked the membership for latitude to put in the necessary language.  The motion
passed.

Barkley reported that the Legislation Committee discussed writing a letter to the EPA about their
Right to Know Act and revisions that are coming out.  They have tabled that letter in order to
track events first, particularly with regard to their disclosure of information and participation in
the depository library program.  This issue might be revisited an Annual Conference.

Barkley also reported that they will be looking at the Area Handbook Series.  There will be a bill
introduced about this, so we can use the bill=s language in a resolution.  Other issues being
tracked are an OMB watch, access to information, working with the GIS committee, and an anti-
piracy act.

The agenda was suspended for 10 minutes in order to hear an address from Nancy Kranich,
candidate for ALA President.

Awards Committee
Chair Sandy Peterson reported that the committee will bring their recommendations to Second
Steering for approval.

Budget Committee: No report.

Bylaws Committee
Chair Linda Kopecky noted that the committee=s minutes are included in the packet of
information prepared for the business meeting.  The committee will bring forth a proposal to
Steering regarding Article VI, Section 6, on special officers and their duties.  If Steering concurs,
it will be announced in DttP and voted at annual.  There are five bylaws changes that were
published in the DttP at least thirty days prior to this meeting, to be voted on at this meeting.

Proposal 1: Relationship to the American Library Association
Article I: Name and Affiliation.
Section 1.  Name.
The name of the Organization shall be the Government Documents Round Table of the
American Library Association.
Section 2.  Relationship to the American Library Association.
The Government Documents Round Table is a unit of the American Library Association.
The constitution and bylaws of that organization, to the extent they are applicable, take
precedence over the bylaws of this Round Table.
Additional Sections Affected: None.

Kopecky moved that the bylaws proposal be approved as proposed.  The motion passed.

Proposal 2: Addition of the GODORT Website Administrator Position
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Article IV.  Officers.  Section 6.c. GODORT Website Administrator.
The GODORT Website Administrator is responsible for developing and maintaining the
GODORT web site, and is the editor of the Policy and Procedures Manual under the
direction of the GODORT Publications Committee and the GODORT Steering
Committee.  The Website Administrator is a member of the Publications Committee.
Additional Sections Affected: Article X.  Section 3.f. Publications Committee.

Kopecky moved that the bylaws proposal be approved as proposed.  The motion passed.

Proposal 3: Addition of the GODORT Councilor Position
Article V.  Duties of the Officers.  Section 7.  GODORT Councilor
The GODORT Councilor represents the interests of the Government Documents Round
Table on the ALA Council.  The GODORT Councilor is a member of the Steering
Committee and serves on its Executive Committee.  The Councilor serves as an ex-
officio member of the GODORT Legislation Committee.
The Councilor reports to the GODORT Steering Committee and to the membership on
ALA Council Activities, and presents those ALA issues and Council documents upon
which the Steering Committee may wish to act.  The Councilor receives direction from
the Steering Committee regarding positions to be taken on ALA Council issues, and
sponsors Council resolutions as requested by the Steering Committee.
Additional Sections Affected:
Article IV.  Officers.  Section 1.
Article VIII.  Executive Committee.
Article X.  Standing Committees.  Section 3.c. Legislation Committee.

Kopecky moved that the bylaws proposal be approved as proposed.  The motion passed.

Proposal 4: Expansion of the Bylaws Committee Charge
Article X.  Section 3.b.  Bylaws and Organization Committee.
This committee is composed of four members elected to staggered two-year terms.  Two
members will be elected each year.  The Chair shall be appointed from among the
committee members by the GODORT Chair with the approval of the Steering
Committee.  The Committee chair shall appoint ad hoc members (non-voting) with the
approval of the Steering Committee, as needed to complete the committee task.  The
committee functions shall include structural and organization concerns of GODORT.
The Committee will revise these Bylaws as necessary or upon request from the
membership.  Such revisions shall be submitted to the membership according to
procedures outlined in these Bylaws, Article XV.  The Committee will conduct a periodic
organizational review of GODORT and its units.
Additional Sections Affected: None.

Kopecky moved that the bylaws proposal be approved as proposed.  The motion passed.

Proposal 5: Change of Parliamentary Authority
Article XIV.  Parliamentary Authority.
The rules contained in the parliamentary authority designated by the American Library
Association shall govern the Round Table in all cases in which they are applicable and in
which they are not inconsistent with these Bylaws or any special rules or order the Round
Table may adopt, or with the Constitution and Bylaws of the American Library
Association.
Additional Sections Affected: None.
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Kopecky moved that the bylaws proposal be approved as proposed.  The motion passed.

Cataloging Committee
Chair Arlene Weible reported.  A summary of the meeting and the panel discussion is included in
the packet of information prepared for this meeting.  The panel discussion was very well
attended.  Weible thanked the committee members who helped organize it, and GPO for
participating.  The committee will be sending a letter to GPO about using multiple subfield codes
in the 856 field.  The committee also encouraged GPO to alert depository libraries when URLs
are replaced with PURLs in catalog records.  The committee did not have time to complete their
discussion of retaining a URL in a record when a PURL is added.

Education Committee
Sherry Dedecker reported for Chair Tricia Cruse.  The committee discussed the Congress of
Professional Education to be held at the end of April.  Information on the Congress can be found
at its web page, <www.ala.org/congress>.  The committee is spearheading GODORT=s efforts to
contribute to the conference and Cruse will be attending as GODORT=s representative.  The
committee is concentrating on the topics of traditional roles and changing roles of librarians,
preparing generalists, core competencies and value, and continuing education and training.  The
committee also discussed the clearinghouse for depository government documents management.
It is designed to assist government information librarians in all areas of managing depository
collections.  Part of this effort utilizes the continuing education grant proposals.  The committee
will bring a recommendation to fund four of those proposals to Steering.  Discussion of the
committee=s report disclosed that there will be a program at the spring DLC on documents
education.

Government Information Technology Committee (GITCO)
Chair Barbara Levergood reported on the committee=s CD-ROM documentation project, that
provides access to document information on CD-ROM on the Web.  This will be turned over to a
host and editors.  Look for an announcement about this.  Documents librarians and library schools
are targeted hosts.

Membership Committee
Chair Bill Sudduth reported.  A summary of the meeting is in the information packet prepared for
this meeting.  There were 22 attendees at the New Members Lunch, including five new or nearly
new members.  The New Orleans GODORT hotel is arranged.  It has been difficult to find a hotel
for GODORT in San Antonio.  Sudduth has been in touch with the ALA Conference Planning
people, who would like to work with GODORT to create a block of hotel rooms for GODORT
members.  We would have to do this every year at the Annual Conference.

GODORT has one more new member this year as compared to last year at this time, 29 as
compared to 28.  During discussion the question was asked if we had any hard dataBor
instinctBabout why membership drops.  Sudduth said that the biggest group that has dropped has
been student members.  There also are some who have dropped from ALA membership
altogether.  It seems a natural turnover, but the number of people dropping is slowing down.
Reinstates are actually up from last year.  In further discussion it was mentioned that there is an
interesting article in Library Trends about membership in library organizations.  Sudduth reported
that last year the committee sent out a comment card and found that most people had dropped
ALA membership and not just GODORT membership.
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Nominating Committee
Chair Linda Johnson reported the result of the vote for GODORT nominations to Depository
Library Council: Patricia Antrim, Central Missouri State University; Smittie Bolner, Louisiana
State University; Tim Byrne, University of Colorado, Boulder; Linda Fredericks, King County
Library System, Washington; Roberta Palen, Chicago Public Library; Mary Redmond, New York
State Library; Charles Seavey, University of Arizona Library School.  Johnson reported that there
is a strong ballot for GODORT offices, which will be presented at Steering for approval and
published in the March issue of DttP.  She thanked everyone who agreed to run.  While this
year=s ballot is set, it is not too soon to think about running for office next year.

Johnson reported that other activities the committee is working on include making changes to the
DLC nomination form, revising the GODORT office nomination form, and creating a form to
collect information about potential appointees.  She thanked the members of the committee for all
their work: Michele McKnelly, Cynthia Etkin, Gayle Christian and Larry Romans.

Program Committee
Chair Larry Romans reported that the committee met this morning and established panelists and a
moderator for the program at the 1999 Annual Conference.  Chuck Eckman took us right over the
top.  The committee will continue to work on the exact format of the panel discussion and the
questions to ask the panel.  The title of the program is: To Merge or Not to Merge, What Are the
Questions?  Integrating Documents Units into Reference or Technical Services.

Publications Committee
Chair Jill Moriearty reported that the committee discussed the status of DttP, which arrived on
time before the Midwinter Meeting. [Applause] The committee has one action item: Moriearty
moved that the membership approve sending a letter to Lori Mon to confirm her appointment as
assistant to the editor for the four issues of DttP in 1999.  The motion passed.  Moriearty passed
along thanks from the Notable Documents Panel for the contributions and nominations.  The
deadline has been moved back, and if the deadline is not met the titles can always be carried over
to next year.

Rare and Endangered Publications Committee
Chair Bill Sleeman reported that the committee has no action items.  He reported three items: the
Serials Set survey will appear in the March issue of DttP; the committee has developed a line of
communication with security officers of the rare book community; and they have set up a
subgroup to develop a project to survey the entire Serial Set for specific holdings, similar to the
national newspaper project.

Reports from Liaisons

Association of Public Data Users (APDU)
Julia submitted a written report which Tezla read:
1. A full report form the October APDU conference will be in the next DttP.
2.  APDU and GPO are talking about sharing some programs, possibly on statistical literacy
and/or the 2000 census, when both conferences will be in the Washington area in the fall of 2000.

Old Business: None.

New Business:
Wolff spoke out on the letter we agreed to send regarding appointment to the NTIS Advisory
Board.  She is considering going to the NTIS Council meeting.  She recently had a long
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conversation with a librarian at NTIS in marketing discussing downsizing at NTIS, marketing,
and related issues.  Wolff suggested that if the letter is coming from GODORT we should
designate a GODORT member be appointed.

There was no further new business.

The meeting adjourned at 3:18 p.m.

Submitted by Rhonda J. Marker, Secretary


