
First Session 
January 26, 1961~, 7:30 p.m. 
Edgewater Beach Hotel 
Chicago, Parlor C 

PUBLIC LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

MIDWINTER MEETING, 1964 

PRESENT: Board Members: John F. Anderson, June Bayless, Clara E. Breed, 
Mary Carter, William Chait, Jerome Cushman, 
Helen Hutchinson, Alta Parks, Ransom L. 
Richardson, Nettie B. Taylor, Raymond E. 
Williams 

President-Elect, 
AFLS: Josephine Weaver 

Committee chairman: Harold L. Roth 

ALA Staff: 

Absent: 

Eleanor A. Ferguson, Executive Secretary; 
Mrs. Barbara Sesbadri 

Paul Burnette, Barbara Prince, Roger Francis, 
ALA Membership Committee representative; 
Mrs. Weldon Lynch, ALTA representative. 

MINUTES Meeting was called to order at 7:45 by Ransom 
L. Richardson, president. He announced that 

Alta Parks was attending the meeting as a candid.ate for vice president, president
elect, as well as a member of the Board. The other candidate, Jane McClure, was 
unable to attend the meeting. 

MINUTES OF THE 
JULY 1963 CONFERENCE 
BOARD MEETINGS 

CONFIRMATION OF 
MAIL VOTE 

IT WAS VO.TED that the minutes 
of the Chicago Conference be 
approved as mailed. 

Miss Ferguson read the mail vote sent to all 
Board members on 1. establishing the present 
members of the Library Development Committee 

as a special committee on accreditation of libraries; 2. appointing a new Library 
Development Committee; and 3. assigning the responsibility for recommending re-
vision of the present standards to the PLA Standards Committee. All the ballots 
which were returned were in favor of this action, but since every one did not vote, 
it was thought that it _should be brought up at the Board meeting. Mr. Roth, chair-
man, reported that his committee would not be accrediting libraries but would 
recommend~ method for accrediting libraries. He also felt that instead of saying 
"certification" as did the ballot copy, 1'accreditation" should be used, since cer
tification usually applies to individuals and accreditation to institutions. His 
committee as a whole is interested in becoming a special committee to continue this 
project. The committee's first step would be to develop a measuring stick by which 
criteria for accreditation could be established. It was noted that almost every 
other profession bas developed some form of accreditation. It was suggested that 
the name of the Library Development Committee be changed to the Public Library 
Activities Committee. 

IT WAS VOTED that the Board ratify 
the mail vote (7 yes; 4 no) 
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IT WAS THEN VO'J:IED that the Board reconsider 
the previous motion and consider the items 
on the ballot one by one. 

It was thought that the Library Development Committee should not merely suggest 
areas in which the division should be working, but also propose methods to imple 
ment their suggestions. Some members of the PLA Board should serve on this com
mittee to act as liaison between Board and committee. 

IT WAS VOTED that the name of the Library 
Development Committee be changed to the 
Public Library Activities Committee, to be 
composed of three members of the Public Li
brary Association Board of Directors and four 
members of the Public Library Association at 
l arge, all to be appointed by the president. 
Members are to serve staggered terms of three 
years. (6 yes and 5 no) 

IT WAS VOTED that the Public Library Activities 
Committee shculd propose specific methods for 
implementing its ideas. 

In discussing Item 3, the establishment of a special committee on accreditation 
of public libraries, it was agreed that the name of the new committee should reflect 
the fact that the committee would not itself accredit libraries, but would devise a 
method for accrediting public libraries. Since the ALA Committee on Accreditation 
accredits library schools only, it appeared there would be no conflict in function. 

IT WAS VOTED that the current members of 
the Library Development Committee become 
members of a Committee to Study Accreditation 
of Public Libraries. 

IT WAS FURTHER VOTED that full responsibility 
"to study and recommend revision" of the present 
standards should be that of the Standards Committee. 

PEBCO REPORT Miss Breed, the division's PEBCO repre
sentative reported that this year in
stead of reports of what the divisions 

were now doing, Mr. Bryan, the chairman of PEBCO, had asked representatives to iden
tify needs. Miss Breed served as a member of a subcommittee of PEBCO which summa
rized all the reports. Some of the major needs were personnel and recruiting; re-
search and planning; expanded publications for better communication between divi
sions, between divisions and their membership, between ALA and the Washington office, 
and between ALA and other organizations; for stronger headquarters staff and members' 
awareness ·that new projects will require additional headquarters staff to carry them 
out; expanding and improving the qual5.ty of library service, service to a wider 
public, and improvement in the area of intellectual freedom. 

INVITATION TO LIBRARY 
PRESS TO ATTEND MEETINGS 
OF THE PLA BOARD 

felt that it would be unfair to have 

Mr. Richardson proposed inviting represen
tatives of the library press to attend 
Board meetings, in the interest of better 
communication. Some members of the Board 
meetings open to the press but not to the 
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division membership. Some questions raised were whether this would in any way in
hibit discussion; would the press want to come and if so, would there be enough 
space to accommoat:tte them; would the Board be reluctant to reverse previous deci
sions because they had been reported in the press; etc. Mr. Richardson had 
discussed this idea with Mr. Clift and had been told it would not conflict with 
ALA policy. It was agreed that the general press would probably not be interested 
in attending the meetings. If the membership were invited, it would be difficult 
to find a room big enough to accommodai".e all those who might come; moreover open 
meetings at Midwinter are contrary to ALA policy. It was moved that the library 
press be invited to attend the Board meetings of the Public Library Association; 
motion defeated. 

IT WAS VOTED that this item be tabled until 
the next session of the Board. 

APPOINTMENT OF AN ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE ON PROPOSED HISTORY 
OF YOONG ADULT SERVICE IN PUBLIC 
LIBRARIES 

This project had been referred to FLA 
by YASD and was enthusiastically received 
by the Board last Midwinter. PLA ref
erred it to the Editorial Committee to 
seek further details about the project 

from members of the YASD Board. Such a variety of views on the purpose and scope 
of the history were received that it was referred back to FLA to define the s_cope 
of the work. A proposal was made to appoint an advisory committee to work with the 
author throughout the preparation of the manuscript. It was pointed out that people 
working in this field have widely differing philosophies, so that the histcry should 
be written up in an objective manner, presenting tha major schools of thought, but 
endorsing none of them. 

J. MORRIS JONES-WORLD 
BOOK-ALA GOALS AWARD. 

MEETING ON SERVICE TO 
FUNCTIONALLY ILLITERATE 

IT WAS VOTED that an advisory committee 
be appointed to work on the proposed his

. tory of young adult work in public li
braries. 

The consensus was that no application 
be made for the 1964-65 Award. 

Mr. Richardson announced that the follow
ing evening there would be a small dinner 
meeting to discuss ways of serving the 

functionally illiterate. Any results of this meeting will be reported at the ne~t 
Board meeting. The Board agreed that this was an excellent idea and that there would 
probably be funds available to finance a program, should there appear to be one 
PLA could work on. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:45 p.m. 

******************-iHHE-*** 



- 4 -

Session II, Edgewater Beach Hotel 
American Room, 8: 30 a.m. 

PRESENT: 

MINUTES: 

ARMED FORCED LIBRARIANS 
SECTION REPORT 

BOARD MEMBERS: 

PRESIDENT•· ELECT, 
AFLS: 

COMMITTEE 
CHAIRMEN: 
ALA STAFF: 

ABSENT: 

John F. Anderson, June Bayless, Clara E. 
Breed, Mary Carter, William Chait, Jerome 
Cushman, Helen Hutchinson, Mrs. Weldon 
Lynch, Alta Parks, Ransom L. Richardson, 
Nettie B. Taylor, Raymond E. Williams 

Jcsephine Weaver 

Harold L. Hamill, William Rairigh, Harold 
L. Roth, Frank B. Sessa, Ruth P. Tubby 

Eleanor A. Ferguson, Executive Secretary, 
lvlrs. Barbara Seshadri 

Paul Burnette, Roger Francis, ALA Member
ship Committee representative, Barbara 
Prince . 

Meeting was called to order at 8:45 a.m. 
by Ransom L. Richardson, president. 

In the absence of the AFLS pr~sident, 
Barbara Prince, Miss Weaver reported that 
the section's proposed citation had not 

yet been approved by the ALA Awards Committee but it is hoped it could be given in 
1965. A committee is surveying methods and time saving devices armed services libra
rians have used to make the information more widely available. It was pointed out 
that the Library Technology Project would be interested in the labor-saving devices 
turned up in his study. 

REPORT OF THE AI!rA 
REPRESENTATIVE 

ALTA has sent a resolution to the ALA 
Executive Board proposing that next 
year's Midwinter Meeting be held in 

Washington, D. c. and include a series of legislative workshops. ALTA plans a pre
conference workshop in St. Louis, and wished to express the division's appreciation 
for PLA 1 s close cooperation in the planning. It is hoped the Public Library Trustee 
will be a perquisite of membership beginning next September. Progress is being 
made on a manual of trustee education to assist the profession and library develop
me~t in every way it is appropriate for trustees to do so. At this poi~t Mr. Roth 
asked that a trustee be appointed to the Library Development Committee to replace the 
one who had resigned. 

PLA STANDARDS 
COMMITTEE 

The committee made three major recommen-· 
dations to the Board - 1. that PLA ex-
plore the possibility that future revi

sions of Costs of Public Library Service in 1963 be carried out by the u.s.O.E. 
Library Services Branch, since they are equipped to do so. 2. that Standards for 
Children's Servi ce in Public Libraries be approved by a mail vote before the ALA 
Conference in St. Louis. The Standards will be qualitative rather than quantitative. 
The committee suggested that PLA seek funds such as those granted by the Knapp 
Foundation for the school library project in order that parallel studies be made 
of public library service to children. 3. That standards compiled and F~blished, 
or in process of publication be drawn together in one hard cover volume with a 
complete index. It was felt this would be extremely valuable now and in the future. 
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There should also be reprints of the individual Standards, each to include a com· · 
plete list of all others. The Boerd felt that many states in developing their own 
standards, based on the public library standards, had weakened them to the point 
where they should not be called "standards. 1' It was recalled that a year ago all 
heads of state library extension agencies and presidents of state library associ
ations were sent a memorandum on state use of the PLA Standards; the text of this 
memo was read. The Board agreed it would be a good idea to place a short article 
in the ALA. Bulletin, the Wilson Bulletin, and the Library Journal, urging again that 
states make plans for reaching PL.A Standards rather than developing their own. It 
was pointed out that with the passage of the federal Library Services and Construc
tion Act, Standards would become even more important. 

COMMITrEE TO STUDY 
ACCREDITATION OF 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES 

IT WAS VOTED that action on the 
Children's Standards be taken by 
mail, a majority vote being sufficient 
to carry. 

Mr. Roth reported that his committee had 
met with five members present. One of 
the things his committee discussed was 
the difficulty of evaluating how well 

state and federal funds were spent in aiding public libraries. The committee felt 
that the Standards for public libraries should be more specific in this respect and 
he proposed a joint committee meeting with the Standards Committee to discuss areas 
of mutual concern. His committee has addressed itself to three major questions •· 
1. how do you measure? 2. how do you apply the measurenient? 3. what sanctions 
do you recommend? The committee also felt that the existing standards were weak, but 
could be an effective measuring tool if they were strengthened. 

INTERLIBRARY COOPERATION 
COMMITTEE 

IT WAS VOTED that the Board gives its 
continuing approval to the Committee 
to Study Accreditation of Public Li
braries on the level on which they are 
now moving. 

Mr. Rairigh, the chairman, reported that 
his committee has r efined its statement 
of purpose as follows: "to stimulate 

inquiry, and to disseminate information pertaining to needs and methods of success
ful cooperative practices in public libraries as a basis for expansion and improve
ment of library services." The committee also asks the Board to appoint to the 
committee persons in the folowing types of libraries: state library; school library
preferably a state school library supervisor; college and/or university library. 

The committee urged the Board to request funds for a thorough study and report 
on the development of cooperation patterns of public library service with specific 
examples and a critical analysis of the various forms of cooperation. The committee 
plans an open meeting at the St. louis Conference at which some specific cooperative 
plans will be described. 

IT WAS VOTED tho.t the Committee on 
Interlibrary Cooperation be authorized 
to explore the idea of a project to study 
cooperative patterns further, and to produce 
a comprehensive proposal. 
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IT WAS FURTHER VOTED that the statement of 
the Committee's function as presented by 
Mr. Rairigh be approved. 

The president was authorized to appoint the additonal members requested 
by the Interlibrary Cooperation Committee. 

The executive secretary was asked to send copies of the minutes to all com
mittee chairmen. The Board recessed for a coffee break. 

COMMITTEE TO STUDY THE 
BA.SES OF FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
FOR PUBLIC LIBRARIES 

Frank Sessa, the chairman of this commit
tee, said that his committee recommended 
that it be terminated on the ground that 
most of the functions of their committee 

were now being carried out by other groups, specifically the Interlibrary Cooperation 
Committee and the program being planned by ALA Presiden~-Elect Edwin Castagna. 

IT '\TAS VOTED that Mr. Sessa and his 
committee be thanked for the work they 
have performed and tbet the committee 
be terminated. 

COMMITTEE ON METROPOLITAI-T 
AREA LIBRARY PROBLEMS 

In the absence of Harold L. Hamill, the 
chairman, the executive secretary re
ported that the committee was very hope

ful that their request to Rutgers University for a seminar financed by Cooperative 
Research funds will be approved. The seminar will attempt to identify a series of 
limited research projects on metropolitan iibrary problems which could be done by 
various research organizations and institutions. 

CWC RECOMMENDATIONS .Phyllis Maggeroli, who will remain on the 
ALA staff to follow up the ewe recommen

dations, reported that the following major recommendations came out of the ewe: 1. 
that the Recruitment Office of ALA be put on a permanent basis - it is hoped this 
will be pr01Tided for in the new NLA budget; 2. continuing consultation service on the 
needs of students to the states; and 3. that a national meeting be held involving 
people in other fields - an effort will be made to get f'unds for a meeting of this 
kind. Miss Maggeroli told the Board she would like to know of local meetings 
follow~ng up the ewe and that she would like samples of any materials used for such 
meetings. In discussing the three recommendations specifically addressed to PLA, 
the Board felt that the fir~t two were being tackled by Mr. Rairigh's Interlibrary 
Cooperation Committee. The third recommendation, that separate area reference cen
ters be developed outside the main public libraries to supply reference materials to 
students of all ages, the Board felt was a new idea that should be explored. 

PROGRAM FOR ST. LOUIS 
CONFERENCE 

IT WAS VOTED that the Public Library 
Association propose a joint committee 
working with other types of libraries 
on the implications of this ewe recom
mendation. 

The proposed programs for St. Louis are: a 
jointly sponsored meeting with the 
Intellectual Freedom Committee; a meeting 

on '' Implications of the Library Services and Construction Act for Public Library 
Development" to be co-sponsored with ASL; and a series of two or three meetings 
sponsored by Mr. Rairigh's Interlibrary Cooperation Committee giving reports of 
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successful cooperative ventures. The Board requested the president to work out the 
scheduling and planning of these meetings. It was suggested that Mr. Rairigh's 
com:nittee hold its series of meetings du.ring the 8:30-9:30 a.m. period. The idea 
was well received by Mr. Rairigh and the Board; he will schedule his meetings 
accordingly. 

INVITATION TO LIBRARY 
PRESS TO ATI'END PLA 
BOARD MEETINGS 

Mr. Richardson asked for the Board's 
decision on inviting the library press 
to attend their meetings, as had been 
discussed at the previous meeting. While 

this might be done at the discretion of the president, he felt strongly that it should 
be an action of the entire Board. Two members of the Board objected to inviting the 
library press without inviting the membership. The consensus of the Board was that 
it was a matter of ALA policy to hold closed meetings at Midwinter, so that it 
would be impossible to invite the membership. 

PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICE 
TO THE FUNCTIONALLY 
ILLITERATE 

IT WAE VOTED that the library press 
be invited to attend the Board meet
ings of the Public Library Association. 
(two dissenting votes) 

Mr. Chait reported on a meeting held to 
discuss this problem. Some people 
attending the meeting felt that the 
emphasis should be placed on reaching 
children, while others felt that the 

emphasis should be placed on both children and adults. It was also felt that 
publishers should be urged to produce reading material useful to adults with very 
low reading ability. It was proposed that a committee composed of sociologists, 
educators and librarians be set up. The Board felt strongly that the president 
should carry on aiong these lines until such time as the division could take an 
active role in meeting the needs of the undereducated. 

Meeting adjourned at 12:10 

JN27602 


