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First Session 

PUBLIC LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS 

MIDWINTER 1963 

Tuesday, January 29, 1963, 10:00 a.m. 
Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chicago, Ill. 
Balmoral Room 

PRESENT: 

MINUTES 

MnroTES OF MIAMI 
BEACH MEETINGS 

Board 
Members: 

Incoming 
Officer: 

Executive 
Secretary: 

ALA Staff: 

Absent: 

John F. Anderson, June Bayless, Clara E. Breed, 
Paul J. Burnette, Mary Carter, Jerome Cushman, 
Harold L. Hamill, Alta Parks, Persis Pooley, 

*Paxton P. Price, Harold Roth, Nettie B. Taylor, 
Raymond E. Williams -

~r. Price also represented the ALTA Board in 
Mrs. Young's absence. 

Barbara Prince, Armed Forces Librarians 
Section 

Eleanor A. Ferguson 

Mrs. Barbara Seshadri 

Ransom Richardson, Mrs. Benjamin Saks, Mrs. 
Raymond A. Young 

Meeting was called to order at 10:15 a.m. by 
Clara E. Breed, president. 

IT WAS VOTED that the minutes 
of the Miami Beach Board meet
ings be approved as mailed. 

PEBCO REPORT Harold L. Hamill, the division's PEBCO repre-
sentative, reported that he was much impressed 

with the vital, active, and varied functions of ALA. There has been some criticism 
of the ALA organization and a proposal was made to abolish the Library Administratim 
Division on the grounds that its responsibilities took away from the legitimate func
tions of other divisions. It was recommended that a study be made of ALA organiza
tion. He also called the Board's attention to the list of priority programs in the 
PEBCO Report. About the same amount of money that was available last year will be 
available in the coming year, though at this time only an estimate is possibie. 
Because attending PEBCO is such a valuable experience, it has been recommended that 
current division presidents be invited as observers to the Midwinter meetings of 
PEBCO when programs are considered. 
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PLA MEMBERSHIP The executive secretary reported that the 
division membership for 1962 is 7707, a drop 

of about 700 members. This makes PLA the second largest division in ALA, about 
15 members less than the largest division, ACRL. The loss of members probably 
reflects a loss of membership in ALA as a whole o-wing to the dues increase, and 
will probably be made up in the coming year. 

Miss Ferguson further reported that as of May 1, 1963, she will no longer 
be executive secretary of the American Library Trustee Association, and will 
therefore have more time for PLA and ASL. She reported that her assistant, Ruth 
White, was promoted to Headquarters Librarian January 1, and she will no-w share 
an administrative assistant with several other divisions. 

STANDARDS COMMITTEE REPORT Ruth Tubby, chairman of the Standards Com-
mittee, reported that it is investigating 

the possibility of revising Costs of Public Library Service in 1959, which is 
very much out of date. The Bookmobile Standards Subcommittee will present its 
final draft for approval at the Board's next meeting, and the children's standards 
will be ready for approval at the July conference. The committee will submit a 
statement on the use of Public Library Service for the Boardts approval at the 
next meeting. 

LIBRARY SERVICES ACT 
COMMITTEE 

Ernest E. Doerschuk, chairman, reported that 
it has reached a standstill. The committee 
in 1960 was asked to publicize the Library 

Services Act and worked with Charles R. Carner of the ALA Public Relations Office. 
Publicity material is no-w collected from all the states by the Library Services 
Branch, USOE, so the need for the committee's work seems ended. 

It was suggested that this committee might continue ad hoc to advise the 
ALA Legislation Committee and the Washington Office. Mr. Doerschuk felt that the 
ALA Legislation Committee represented all divisions of ALA, and did not want to 
duplicate or interfere with their work. It was recommended that Mr. Doerschuk 
attend the meeting of the ALA Legislation Committee, along with Miss Breed. · The 
Board will consider this matter at their next meeting. 

CONFERENCE WITHIN A 
CONFERENCE 

Miss Breed reported that plans are well along 
for the Chicago "Conference within a Conference. 11 

It will start on Tuesday of conference week with 
a general meeting at the Arie Crown Theater at McCormick Place. CWC will continue 
Tuesday afternoon and all day Wednesday. On Thursday morning Lo-well Martin will 
summarize the whole conference at another general session. There will be five sub
groups and the people attending will state their preference for one of them by ad
vance registration. Background materials will be sent out in advance of the con
ference. After the five groups meet they will break up into much smaller groups 
so that everyone will have a chance to participate actively. PLA will be asked to 
suggest outstanding people for leaders of discussion groups and recorders. 

The first general session of ALA will be Sunday night. Because of the ewe 
there will be no division program meetings. Miss Breed asked for suggestions for 
scheduling the PLA Board meetings. It was agreed that this matter be decided at 
the Thursday meeting, when Miss Breed had had time to confer with Helen Ridgway, 
ASL president, so that their Board meeting schedules would not conflict and Miss 
Ferguson would be able to attend both meetings. 
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Miss Breed asked for suggestions for attracting people to the PLA Business 
Meeting at the annual conference. It was thought that the Interim Standards for 
Small Public Libraries and the Bookmobile Standards might be discussed. 

WORLD BOOK ALA GOALS 
AWARD 

Last year LAD received this award for its 
Recruitment Project. However, in order that 
this project realize its full potential, they 

are requesting the award for a second year. 

PLA PUBLICATION 
PROGRAM 

IT WAS VOTED that the Board endorses 
the LAD proposal that the J. Morris 
Jones World Book Encyclopedia-ALA 
Goals Award for 1963 be given to the 
Recruitment Project. 

Miss Ferguson reported that the ALA Bulletin 
eA"'J?ects to discontinue the practice of division 
news columns as soon as an assistant editor can 

be found, one of whose duties will be to prepare a monthly article on division news. 
She and the editor have been increasingly dissatisfied with the content of the 
column as the sole means of communication with PLA. 

At the same time, another of PLA's channels to its members, the Public Library 
Reporters, are becoming so elaborate that they no longer meet the need originally 
intended of bringing quick information on current practices to the public librarian. 
It is impossible to devote staff time to publications in depth; moreover the last 
two Reporters have been very similar to the Publishing Department's own publications 
and thus compete with them. 

This leaves Just between Ourselves as the major channel of information to the 
division's members. Several suggestions were made for improving this publication: 
enlarging it to include longer articles; asking for membership comment on the pub
lication and on the general progra~ of the division; securing a volunteer editor; 
and so on. 

It was the consensus that Just between Ourselves be enlarged next year to in
clude public library activities and progress reports on the work of committees; 
and that the Reporters be left in abeyance for the time being, the executive secre
tary to advise Publishing on topics for which a book is needed. 

DOROTHY CANFIELD FISHER 
AW.ARD COMMITTEE 

A group consisting of President Clara Breed, 
Mrs. Louane Newsome for the Fisher .Award Com
mittee, Russell Thacher of the Book-of-the-Month 

Club, Paxton Price as a state librarian as well as a PLA Board member, Mrs. Grace 
Stevenson, and Eleanor Ferguson met to discuss possible ways of continuing this 
award. The group recommended that the Dorothy Canfield Fisher .Award Committee 1 s 
first recommendation be accepted: to give the committee the authority to withhold an 
award from a state where no candidate gives evidence of meeting the professional in
tent of the program. (Exhibit 1) 

IT WAS VOTED that the Board of Directors 
concur in the recommendation made by the 
group. It also approves this very im
portant program and appreciates the co
operation of the Book-of-the-Month Club. 

Meeting recessed at 11:45. 
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Second Session 
Thursday, January 3l, 8:30 a.m. 
Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chicago, Ill. 
Parlor E 

PRESENT 

MINUTES 

Board 
Members: 

Incoming 
Officer: 

Committee 
Chainnen: 

John F. Anderson, June Bayless, Clara E. Breed, 
Paul J. Burnette, Mary Carter, Jerome Cushman, 
Harold L. Hamill, Alta Parks, Persis Pooley, 
Paxton P. Price, Nettie B. Taylor, Raymond E. 
Williams, Mrs. Raymond A. Young, ALTA represen
tative 

Barbara Prince 

Ernest E. Doerschuk, Jr., Peggy Sullivan, 
Ruth Tubby, David Palmer representing Harold 
Roth, Howard Rowe 

ALA Legislation :Emerson Greenaway, Germaine Krettek 
Committee: 

Executive 
Secretary: 

ALA staff: 

Absent: 

Eleanor A. Ferguson 

Mrs. Barbara Seshadri 

Ransom Richardson, Harold Roth, Mrs. Benjamin 
Saks 

Meeting was called to order by Clara E. Breed, 
president. 

BOOKMOBILE STANDARDS 
SUBCOMMITTEE 

Howard Rowe, representing James Foutts, the 
chairman, reported that the subcommittee 
asked the Board's approval for the final draft 

of the standards of Quality for Book!nobile Service, which was essentially the same 
as the previous draft except for some editorial changes. 

IT WAS VOTED that the Board of Directors 
accept the final draft of the standards of 
Quality for Bookmobile Service. 

IT WAS FURTHER VOTED that the Subcommittee on 
Standards for Book!nobile Service, having com
pleted their work, be discontinued, with the 
Board's appreciation for a fine job. 

SUBCOMMI'ITEE ON STANDARDS 
FOR CHILDREN'S SERVICE 

Peggy Sullivan, chainnan of the subcommittee, 
reported that her group had made a considerable 
number of changes in their present draft. The 

Board will receive a tentative final draft and the standards will be presented for 
approval at the Chicago Conference in July. Miss SUllivan said that her new posi
tion as an ALA staff member would prevent her continuance on the subcomm.ittee, and 
that Mrs. Elizabeth H. Lockhart had expressed her willingness to chair the subcommiir 
tee, subject to approval of the president. 
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COMPREHENSIVE EDUCATION BILL F.merson Greenaway, chainnan of the ALA Legis-
lation Committee, and Germaine Krettek of the 

ALA Washington Office reported on the Comprehensive Education Bill before Congress. 
Miss Krettek told the Board that it was important that they support the whole bill 
so that it would have a better chance of passing. She suggested that members write 
their own congressman telling him of their support of the bill. 

Miss Breed presented a resolution expressing the Board's support of the bill. 

LIBRARY SERVICES 
ACT COMMITTEE 

IT WAS VOTED that the Board adopt the 
resolution with the suggested changes. 
(See Exhibit II) 

IT WAS FURTHER VOTED that the ALA Legis
lation Committee and the Washington 
Office be commended for their excellent 
work on this legislation. 

Mr. Greenaway and Miss Krettek were asked if 
they saw a need for a PLA legislation com
mittee and, if so, how it could best help 

the Legislation Committee. They felt there was a need for such a committee, that 
it should be strengthened and reappointed in time to work with the present com-
mittee. 

IT WAS VOTED that the PLA Library 
Services Act Committee be continued and 
strengthened as much as possible, it 
being understood that in the next year 
its functions of evaluating the Library 
Services Act be de-emphasized. 

IT WAS FURTHER VOTED that the committee 
take whatever steps it can work out 
related to the Comprehensive Education 
Bill just endorsed, and that the com
mittee be given broad authority to use 
their practical judgment in carrying out 
this responsibility. 

The Board felt that the individual states should be ready with plans when the 
new bill is passed. 

PLA STANDARDS COMMITTEE Miss Tubby, chairman, called the Board's 
attention to the committee's recommendations 

on the use of Public Library Service by the several states. (Exhibit III) 

IT WAS VOTED that the recornmendations of 
the PLA Standards Committee regarding the 
use of Public Library Service be accepted. 
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WAYS OF DEVELOPING COOPERATION 
BE'IWEEN INDEPENDENT LIBRARIES 

William Rairigh, chairman, reported that his 
committee has planned an informal luncheon for 
the annual conference. Those attending will sit 

at small tables and have an opportunity to discuss matters of mutual concern. The 
group hopes to have a speaker who will sum up the topics discussed~ 

The committee also reconnnended that their name be changed to "Committee on 
Interlibrary Cooperation." 

ARMED FORCES LIBRARIANS 
SECTION 

IT WAS VOTED that the Board approve the 
change in the committee's name and their 
proposed plan for the annual conference. 

Persis Pooley, president of the Armed Forces 
Librarians Section, reported that the LAD 
Personnel Administration Section had approved 

their resolution urging that the U.S. Civil Service Commission establish a central 
national register for librarians and adjust entrance salaries ccmmensurate with 
experience. AFLS will continue work on fonnulating standards for military libraries. 

AFLS has two new projects under way: compilation of a bibliography of pub
lished material by individual anned forces librarians, and one of publications dis
tributed by the military for use in armed forces libraries. The second project is 
a compilation by subject of an index to all areas of library administration from 
approved library sources. 

NOMINATING COMMITrEE REPORT The Board was referred to the January issue of 
the ALA Bulletin for the report of the Nominating 

Committee; candidates are as follows: 

Vice President and President-Elect 

William Chait, director, Dayton & Montgonery Co. (Ohio) Public Library 

Raymond E. Williams,librarian, Minneapolis (Minnesota) Public Library 

Member of ALA Council (1963-67) 

Helen D. Hutchinson, deputy director, Free Library of Philadelphia 

Mrs. Mildred Y. Johnson, asst. chief libn., Queens Borough (N.Y.) Public 
Library 

LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE 

David PaJ.lner reported on this committee in the 
absence of the chairman, Harold Roth. The 
canmittee has agreed to attempt to set up pre

liminary criteria for later validation, using Interim Standards for Small Public 
Libraries as a point of departure. Committee members were assigned separate 
sections of these standards and asked to relate these criteria to public 
libraries serving 35,000 to 50,000 population so that maximum use could be 



made 
form 
tion 
that 

- 7 -

of annual USOE statistics. Criteria are to be translated into questionnaire 
to be tested with a limited sample of libraries at a later date. The Associa
of Library Schools Research Committee will be kept informed of progress so 
duplication of effort can be avoided. Mr. Palmer was tha_l'lked for his report. 

METROPOLITAN AREA LIBRARY 
SERVICES STUDY COMMITTEE 

Harold L. Hamill, chairman, reported that they 
were again hopeful of making progress in studying 
metropolitan problems. A proposal for a grant 

has been sent to Cooperative Research Branch, Office of Education, to be used for a 
workshop to study problems affecting library service in metropolitan areas and work 
out some possible research projects which could be submitted to the Cooperative 
Research Program Advisory Committee. The grant was requested jointly by Rutgers 
University Graduate School of Library Service and the Bureau of Urban Affairs of 
the same university. 

REPORT OF THE MEMBERSHIP 
REPRESE:NTATIVE 

Virginia Owens, the division 1 s representative to 
the ALA Membership Committee, said that there had 
been a slight decrease in ALA membership, but an 

increase in income. She suggested that the division 1 s new representative be ap
pointed in time to attend the membership meeting at the Chicago Conference for 
greater continuity; and she also suggested that the division should have a member
ship brochure to attract new members. A request to the membership promotion direc
tor is necessary so that she can include an item in her budget for this purpose. 
Ideas for the brochure should be sent to the director, Dorothy Turick, who will 
design the folder. It was estimated that the brochure would cost about $600. Mr. 
Hamill suggested that a larger booklet describing all the functions of ALA as a 
whole would be more useful in attracting new members. 

IT WAS VOTED that the Public Library 
Association ask the membership promotion 
director to submit a budget request for 
for a PLA membership brochure. 

Mr. Hamill took over the chairmanship of the meeting for Miss Breed, who had 
to attend another meeting. 

RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
PREPARATION OF BOOK LISTS 

Miss Breed had asked the Board if they felt the 
division should do more in preparing book lists. 
PLA now prepares foreign language book lists for 

publication in the _B_o_o_kl_i_s_t_a_n_d_SU:_b_s_c_r_ip_t_i_o_n_B_o_ok_s_B_w.._l _l_e_t_in_. 

Miss Ferguson called the Board's attention to a recent request for a list of 
classical jazz recordings. Mr. Cushman said he knew of one or two persons who might 
possibly compile such a list~ and that he would explore the possibility with them 
and report his findings to Miss Ferguson. A list of about fifty recordings could 
perhaps be published in the Booklist or ALA Bulletin and also be put i:tll. mimeograph 
fonn to answer requests. 
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HIS'roRY OF YOUNG ADULT WORK 
IN PUBLIC LIBRARIES 

At the request of the YASD Board the Board was 
asked to consider whether there is a real need 
for a history of young adult work in public 

libraries. Mr. Williams 
library schools. 

suggested that such a history would be most valuable in 

IT WAS VOTED that the PLA Board 
recozmn.end to the Editorial Board that a 
history of young adult work in public 
libraries be undertaken in sufficient 
depth to show origin, various plans 
currently being used, and probable future 
development • 

NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK Miss Ferguson called the Board's attention to 
the fact that the division has no National 

Library Week Committee, as many other divisions do, which seemed to imply a lack 
of interest in NLW. She reported that NLW will be working on a revised handbook 
and asked if this would be an appropriate function for an NLW ccmmittee of the 
Public Library Association. The Board did not feel such a committee was necessary, 
since so many PLA members are currently working on NLW in their own communities. 

IT WAS VOTED that the Board of Directors 
of the Public Library Association express 
their appreciation and support of National 
Library Week but do not feel that at this 
time PLA needs a special committee. 
(1 negative vote) 

STANDARDS FOR REGIONAL IT WAS VOT:E:D that the Board applaud the 
LIBRARIES FOR THE BLIND Round Table for preparing the standards 

and support the implementation of it. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:50 a.m. 

JN 26431 

Respectfully submitted, 

Eleanor A. Ferguson, 
Executive Secretary 



I 

To: 

From: 

January 28, 1963 

PLA Board of Directors 

Eleanor A. Ferguson, 
Executive Secretary 

The recommendations of the Dorothy Canfield Fisher Award Committee 
have been included in the docket for this meeting (Exhibit II) 

A group composed of Clara Breed, president of PLA, Mrs. Louane 
Newsome representing the committee, Russell Thacher, BOMC, and 
Paxton Price, a state librarian and member of this board met with 
Mrs. Grace Stevenson and Eleanor Ferguson to discuss the future of 
the award. It is the recommendation of this group that for the 
coining year, BOMC and PLA agree to accept the committee's first 
recommendation, to give the committee the authority to withhold 
the award from a state where no candidate gives evidence of meeting 
the professionaJ. intent of the program. 

Mr. Thacher will urge the state agencies to bring the criteria to 

: Exhibit I 

the attention of possible candidates as early in the year as possible 
and to comply fully with their obligations as outlined in the criteria 
to submit applications from fully q_uaJ.ified libraries. 

It is further recommended that consideration of the second item in the 
committee report be held in abeyance for another year or until the 
need for it is demonstrated. There should be no change in the criteria, 
as the committee suggests in its third item. 



Exhibit II 

Resolve, that the Board of Directors of the Public Library Associa

tion support the canprehensive education bill called the National 

Education Improvement Act of 1963, which has just been introduced 

into Congress; 

urge that all members of the Public Library Association, and indeed 

all members of the American Library Association, work valiantly to 

secure the passage of this bill in this Congress; 

and furthennore recommend that immediate steps be taken in every 

one of the fifty states of the United states to set up special ccm

mittees and to develop cooperative comprehensive state plans which 

can be used, when this legislation has been passed, to meet the 

needs of library users. 



Exhibit III 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR STATE USE OF STANDARDS 

The PLA Standards Committee strongly recommends that each state 
survey its own library resources and draw up a library development 
plan to implement the standards of Public Library Service : ! 
Guide!£ Evaluation rn Minimum Standards, ALA 1~56, as indicated 
in paragraphs 22-27, pp. 17-18. Interim goals adapted to local 
conditions should be used only as steps toward the achievement of 
these minimum standards. 

The PLA Standards Committee is interested in and concerned with the 
active implementation of the standards incorporated in this 
doctunent. However, the committee reminds state agencies, 
committees, and individuals using these standards for adapta-
tion in any printed form that this is a copyrighted document 
and that the copyright is held by ALA. PERMISSION 'ID QUOTE 
MUST BE OBTAINED FROM THE ALA PUBLISHING DEPAR'IMENT. The 
policy under which the publishing department operates is 
"That restrictions be put on the use of quotations from ALA 
publications or.J.y 1) where the character of the quotation 
misrepresents the original content, or 2) where the pµblication 
or distribution of the material containing such quotations would 
interfere with the achievements of the publishing department's 
objectives." 

The PLA Standards Committee recommends that all quotations from 
Public Library Service be exact quotations with identification 
of source, and that quotations be distinguished by special 
typographical treatment. 


