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Presiding: Mr. James E. Bryan, President 

PRESENT: 

MINUTES 

Board Members: 

Committee 
Chairmen: 

Executive 
Secretary: 

Staff: 

Absent: 

James E. Bryan, Mrs. Lura G. Currier, John Lorenz, 
Paxton P. Price, Miriam Putnam, Hannis s. Smith, Mrs. 
Elsa Thompson, Elinor Walker, Mrs. George Wallace, 
Mrs. Virginia Young 

Harold Hamill, Frank Sessa 

Eleanor A. Ferguson 

Ruth M. White, Barbara Christensen 

Sigrid A. Edge, Donna D, Finger, Mrs. Helen M. 
Hendrick, Mrs. Benjamin Saks, Rose Vainstein, 
Bernard Van Horne, Eunice Von Ende 

The meeting was called to order by Mr •. Bryan, 
President. 

PEBCO REPORT Mrs. Lura G. Currier, past president, reported that 
PEBCO had emphasized program rather than budget in 

its considerations. Each division had been requested to relate its activities to 
the ALA Goals for Action. The conclusion was that the Association's deepest concern 
should be for all library service in the United States rather than service in individ
ua1 towns or particular types of libraries or size of population served, Mrs. 
Currier read PEBC0 1 s statement, (See Exhibit I) 

MONTREAL CONFERENCE The General Sessions of ALA at the Montreal 
Conference will be Su_riday, June 19, 2:00 p.m,3 

Wednesday, June 22, 8:30 p.m.; and Friday, June 24, 10:00 a.m. The PLA membership 
and program meeting combined will be Monday, June 20, 10:00 a.m, A Canadian author 
of creative literature would be the speaker. PLA is also planning a membership 
meeting scheduled for Monday, June 20, 8:30 p.m,; the program will be a panel discus
sion based upon Shaw's study of the Toronto complex. The Public Library Committee 
of the CLA and other divisions of ALA will be asked to join in the sponsorship of 
the meeting. 

IT WAS VOTED that the Board approve the actions of the PLA 
representative on the Montreal Conference Program Committee 
and authorize him to put PLA 1 s name on the program as sponsor 
of any other suitable programs. 



HONORARY MEMBERSHIP 

bring them ta the next meeting. 

CHILDREN•s SERVICES DIVISION 
RESOLUTION ON NATIONAL 
RESEARCH CENTER in CHILDRENtS 
LITERATURE 

Mr. Bryan asked for names of people to be nominated 
for honorary membership and asked the Board to 

The resolution called for support of the national 
research center of the Library of Congress. (See 
Exhibit II). 

IT WAS VOTED that the Public Library Association go on 
record as endorsing this recommendation. 

CHEMICAL ABSTRACTS Mr. Bryan presented the protests of several 
librarians to the high cost of Chemical Abstracts to 

public libraries. Mr. Smith suggested that we express our indignation over this. 
·Mr, Price stated that colleges and universities are treated as public supported in
stitutions and public libraries are being treated as commercial organizations. 

IT WAS VOTED that Y.tr. Bryan send a letter of indignation to the 
American Chemical Society protesting the discriminatory price 
charged public libraries. A copy of the letter should be sent 
to Council and be included in the divisionts column in the ALA 
Bulletin. 

INTERNATIONAL CITY 
MANAGERS ASSOCIATION 

Miss Ferguson reported that Mr. John T, Eastlick 
had written to the president of PLA regarding the 
conflict between the city manager and the library 

in many cities. He recommended that PLA work with the International City Managers 
Association in an effort to educate the city managers on the role and needs of 
public libraries, ' The executive secretary of PLA conferred with Mr. Nolting, 
executive director of the International City Managers Association, and arranged for 
the publication of an article on public libraries in Public Management by a librar
ian and another in the ALA Bulletin by a city manager. 

THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY WAS INSTRUCTED to write Mr. Eastlick 
and inform him of the plans. 

MEivJBERSHIP BROCHURE Mr. Bryan asked whether PLA wished to have a 
membership brochure as have several other divisions. 

Mr. Sessa, chairman of the ALA Membership Promotion Committee, said that there .are. 
no figures on how much the brochures increase division membership, but that the 
present ones are being studied for effectiveness. 

IT WAS VOTED that the Board go on record as endorsing a 
recruiting brochure for the Public Library Association and 
investigate the method of procuring one. The president was 
authorized to take the necessary steps. 

1960-61 BUDGET Miss Ferguson explained the budget procedure and 
gave the time table: budget requests to the execu

tive secretary by April 25, 1960 with priorities assigned by the PLA Board; budget 
must be completed and in the hands of the Accounting Office by May 9, 1960. Miss 
Ferguson agreed to write committee chairmen and ask for their budget requests, 

IT WAS VOTED that the President be authorized to appoint a 
committee to determine the priorities for division, section, 
and committee requests, 



COMMITTEE ON ORGANIZATION 

CODE OF ETHICS 

COMMITTEE ON METROPOLITAN 
AREA LIBRARY SERVICE 

-3-

Mr, Bryan appointed Miss Walker as PLA representative 
at COO meeting Saturday, January 30, 1960, 10:00 a.m. 

Miss Ferguson requested that the Code of Ethics be 
put on the agenda for discussion at the next meeting. 

Mr. Harold Hamill, chairman, Committee on Metro
politan Area Library Service, reported that the 
committee had not yet met. However, the committee 

has applied to the Council on Library Resources for a grant to cover the expenses of 
a meeting of the committee. At the meeting the committee would prepare a proposal to 
submit to CLR for a comprehensive survey of metropolitan libraries .. Mr. Verner 
Clapp, director of CLR, had indicated the Council's interest but no action has been 
taken by the Council. 

Meeting was adjourned at 4:00 p,m. 

Second Session 
Friday, January 29, 1960, 2:00 p.m. 
Edgewater Beach Hotel, Berwyn Room 
Preisiding: Mr. James E. Bryan, President 

PRESENTt Board Members t 

MINUTES 

Committee 
Members: 

Executive 
Secretary: 

Staff: 

Absent: 

NATIONAL ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE ON AGING 

White House Conference on Aging. 

James E. Bryan, Mrs. Lura G. Currier, Sigrid A. 
Edge, Paxton P, Price, Miriam Putnam, Hannis s. 
Smith, Mrs. Elsa Thompson, Eunice Von Ende, Elinor 
Walker, Mrs. George Wallace, Mrs. Raymond A, Young. 

Ralph BlasingameT Alice Louise Le Fevre, Robert M. 
Orr, Esther Piercy, Frank B. Sessa 

Eleanor A. Ferguson 

Ruth M. White, Barbara Christensen 

Donna Dorothy Finger, Mrs. Helen M, Hendrick, John 
G. Lorenz, Mrs. Benjamin Saks, Rose Vainstein, 
Bernard w. Van Horne 

The meeting was called to order at 2:10 p.m. 
by Mr. Bryan, president. 

Miss Ferguson read a memorandum from Mrs. Stevenson 
in which ALA divisions are asked to join the National 
Advisory Committee on Aging, which is planning the 

IT WAS AGREED that PLA should join the committee and send 
a delegate to the Conference. 

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 
ON CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

Since the White House Conference on Children and 
Youth will have met, 

IT WAS AGREED that a report of the Conference should be included 
in the PLA Montreal Conference program. 



COUNCIL OF NATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS OF THE 
WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 
ON CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

years between conferences. 
Children and Youth. 

.4 ... 

Mr. Bryan read a memorandum from Mrs. Stevenson 
in which each division was asked to instruct its 
delegates on whether the Council of National 
Organizations of the White House Conference on 
Children and Youth should continue during the ten 

The Council plans the White House Conference on 

IT WAS VOTED that the Public Library Association favors the 
continuation of the Council of National Organizations of the 
White House Conference on Children and Youth and will remain 
a member of the Council. 

CODE OF ETHICS The Code of Ethics, distributed at the first 
session was discussed briefly. 

IT WAS VOTED that the Public Library Association approves the 
Code of Ethics as submitted by the Code of Ethics Committee, 
LAD Section on Personnel Administration. 

PRESIDENT AALT REPORT Mrs. Raymond A. Young, president, American Associa-
tion of Library Trustees, presented a written report 

of the AALT activities in 1959. The report of the AALT Action Development Committee 
has been adopted by a number of state library trustee associations. The AALT now 
has a National Library Week Committee which made suggestions since incorporated in 
the NLW Organization Manual. There will be a pre-conference institute for trustees .-----.,_ 
June 18~19 at the Montreal Conference. Columbia University School of Library Service 
will conduct a seminar for library trustees June 15-16, If the latter is successful, 
similar seminars will be planned at other library schools preceding the annual con
ference. AALT continues to publish four issues a year of the Public library Trustee 
and sell it to the state library agencies. 

PRESIDENT AFLS REPORT Eunice Von Ende, president, Armed Forces Librarians 
Section, reported that one of two main projects is 

the Military Community-Library Study. There will be a report on the manual at the 
Montreal Conference. Pilot libraries will then test the manual. Following a work
shop on the manual at the 1961 conference, the manual will be published and dis
tributed to the Armed Forces Librarians Section memqers. The second project is a 
continuation of the membership drive. Letters to Armed Forces librarians will be 
sent by each of the three services. The Montreal Conference program meeting will be 
arranged with the military librarians of Canada. The luncheon sponsored by the 
section may feature an author of Civil War books in commemoration of the Civil War 
Centennial. 

AFLS BYLAWS COMMITTEE Miss Von Ende presented the report of the AFLS 
Bylaws Committee for approval in principl~ since 

the AFLS Executive Committee had not yet met. The changes were made to agree with 
the ALA Constitution and Bylaws. Since none of the changes were substantive, 

IT WAS VOTED that the Executive Committee of the Armed Forces 
Librarians Section is authorized to proceed with the revision 
of their Bylaws which are in line with the recommendations of 
the ALA Constitution and Bylaws Committee. 



COMMITTEE ON PROGRAM 
COORDINATION 

it and recommended the 
change in the Bylaws. 
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Elinor Walker, chairman, Committee on Program 
Coordination, reported that the committee had not 
been able to accomplish the coordination expected of 

discontinuance of the committee. Such action would require a 

IT WAS VOTED to accept the report of the committee. 

DIVISION ORGANIZATION 
COMMITTEE 

Robert M. Orr, chairman, Division Organization 
Committee made the following recommendation for 
the committee: 

l. Changes in Committee structure: (changes underlined) 

a. Nominating Committee - Function. To nominate candidates for 
the positions of president-elect and treasurer; and councilors 
in accordance with the provisions"or the ALA Bylaws. Membership. 
Seven members, representing the interests of the members of the 
division, one of whom shall have been a member of the previous 
committee. 

b. Division Organization Committee - Change the name to Bylaws 
Committee and Membership to seven members representative of the 
interests of the division. 

c. Committee on Program Coordination - to be terminated. 

d. Committee on Standards - Make a standing committee. Membership. 
Seven members representing various interests. 

2. Changes in Bylaws: (changes underlined) 

a. Article IV, Section 2e. Treasurer. The treasurer shall advise 
the Board of Directors in financial matters. (Delete the rest 
of the section which is in conflict with the ALA Bylaws). 

b. Article X - Delete since Council on Program Coordination is to 
be terminated. 

c. Article n change to Article X. Present Article XI, Section 4. 
Election •••• A plurality of all votes cast shall be necessary 
to constitute an election •••• (Delete "majority11 and replace with 
11plurality.n) 

d. Article XII change to Article n. Present Article IlI, Section 
1. Delete 11 and ALA councilors" at end of section and insert 
period after "officers." Section 2. Change "Committee on 
Division Organization" to "Bylaws Committee." 

e. Article XIII change to Article l'II. 

IT WAS VOTED to accept the recommendations of the committee and to 
submit the changes to the membership for a mail vote in the spring. 
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

COMMITTEE TO STUDY THE 
BASES OF FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
FOR PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
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The written report of the Nominating Committee was 
accepted in the absence of Thurston Taylor, chairman. 

Frank Sessa, chairman of the Committee to Study the 
Bases of Financial Support for Public Libraries 
reported that the committee had met but is not pre
pared to make any recommendations. The committee 

will discuss with the Library Services Branch the kind of statistics needed by 
libraries. 

DOROTHY CANFIELD FISHER 
AWARD COMMITTEE 

awarding $5000 to the winner 

FOREIGN BOOK SELECTION 
COMMITTEE 

LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE 

Mr. Bryan reported that ten recommendations had 
been made by this committee and that the awards 
were in process. The Book-of-the-Month Club is 

of this award and $1000 to each of the nine runners up. 

There was no report from the committee but Miss 
Ferguson reported that this committee may be 
transferred to the Adult Services Division. 

Alice Louise Le Fevre, chairman of the Library 
Development Committee reported the following 
committee recommendations: 

1. That PLA take steps to establish an interdivisional committee between 
PL.A., ACRL, AASL, and ASL. The charge of this committee should be 
identifying the problem of student need and student use of public 
libraries, with the potential outcome the request for a grant to 
support a paid staff to make an intensive study of this problem and 
provide a solution. In order to facilitate the work, membership 
should be spread over the country in four regions, with PLA members 
of each type of library groups in each of the four regions. 

2. That request be made that the new ALA Headquarters librarian provide 
means for establishment of a clearing house for current lists of 
superseded materials such as those produced in many of the large public 
libraries; that she investigate the list published by the Association 
of College Bookstores by which textbook collections can be kept up-to
date; also that widespread publicity of these lists and similar 
services of the ALA Headquarters Library be noted regularly in the 
ALA Bulletin. 

3. That PLA and the Library Services Branch cooperate in producing and 
distributing a brochure for the purpose of promoting public libraries 
as educational institutions. 

4. That there be program time at the Montreal Conference for PLA to 
implement the recommendations that will be made at the close of the 
1960 White House Conference on Children and Youth. That there be 
exhibit space at Montreal for book lists and service aids that have 
been prepared and that the lists be included in the kits given to the 
delegates to the White House Conference. 
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5. That PLA Executive Board express to the ALA Executive Board its 
concern over the impact of an increasing population, increasing 
mobility of patrons,and the changing nature of communities on public 
library planning of buildings and services; and that a serious study 
be given the need for adequate planning for public library services at 
a high standard paralleling population growth and demands. 

IT WAS VOTED that this report be accepted. 

COORDINATING COMMITTEE FOR 
THE LIBRARY SERVICES ACT 

Ralph Blasingame, Jr., chairman, Coordinating 
Committee for the Library Services Act reported that 
there is no longer a need for a coordinating commit-

tee. There is a need for an action· committee to collect, disseminate, and evaluate 
information on LSA programs. The committee recommended that the name be changed to 
Library Services Act Committee and that it be made a standing committee with stag• 
gered terms and appointees familiar with LSA programs, other divisions' activities, 
and public relations. 

IT WAS VOTED to accept the committee's report. 

COMMITTEE TO REVISE "COSTS OF Esther Piercy, chairman of the Committee to Revise 
PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICE 195611 11Costs of Public Library Service, 195611 reported 

that the revision had been completed and published. 
The new Costs will sell for seventy-five cents but the combination price of two 
dollars w'I'ilremain. 

IT WAS VOTED that the Board accept the Committee report and 
compliment them for the fine work they had done. 

COMMITTEE ON STANDARLB Esther Piercy, Chairman, Committee on Standards, 
reported that there are now two subcommittees, one 

on Standards for Small libraries and the other on Standards of Quality for Bookmobile 
Service. The function of the Standards Committee will be that of a clearing house. 
One member is working on a manual to help libraries carry out standards. 

COMMITTEE ON STAND.AR.ts FOR 
WORK WITH YOUNG ADULTS 

Mr. Bryan reported that the manuscript on standards 
for work with young adults has been completed and 
will be published by June. 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY Miss Ferguson reported that she and Virginia Ma.thews 
of National Library Week had met with Chloe Gifford, 

president of the General Federation of Women's Clubs. There has been some difficulty 
in persuading some women's clubs to give up their libraries to library systems. Miss 
Gifford will send out a letter to state presidents explaining the current theory of 
library service and the need for developing library systems, and urge the membership 
to work for expansion of tax supported and regional libraries. Miss Gifford will 
try to find space in the March or April issue of Clubwoman to present library objec
tives. PLA will also suggest ways in which library materials may be used in women's 
club programs, and endeavor to channel club awards away from book drives toward more 
constructive activities. 
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Mrs. Wallace expressed regret that this was tote her last Board meeting, since she 
considers it a great privilege to have served on the Board. 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:15 p.m. 

JN 23784 

Respectfully submitted, 

~(l✓~ 
Eleanor A. Ferguson f 
Executive Secretary 
Public Library Association 

' 



Exhibit I 

PEBCO adopted the following statement:* 

The emphasis in the overall program of the Association should be toward organization 
for and achievement of total library service. 

PEBCO, in discussing the work of the individual divisions, recognized matters of 
national concern: first, the tremendous increase in population, and second, that 
improvement of the educational situation in the countl"J is a grave necessity. 

The resources of all the units of the Association must be pooled to meet these 
challenges. 

The provision of adequate library service in the face of these two factors would 
not be the concern of any one division, but rather the pooling of resources 
represented by all of the units of ALA in making major achievements that will be 
of a quality to meet these challenges, 

PEBCO sees in the Association's internal operation two or three major areas to 
which additional funds probably should be given in the coming year. These would 
include a continuation of membership promotion, the addition of a recruiting effort, 
improvement of professional competence, and the use of standards for all types of 
libraries in a related plan to attain maximum library development in all aspects. 

Recognizing the needs of the individuals working throughout the profession, budget 
emphasis must not be overlooked for two additional matters, namely: a very strong 
headquarters staff which is the key to the advisory and counseling program of the 
Association; and the continued development and publication of important professional 
materials, 

*This statement was prepared with the knowledge of the recently adopted Goals for 
Action and Federal Legislative Policy. 



Exhibit III 
AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
EXECUTIVE OFFICES : 50 EAST HURON STREET, CHICAGO 11 

NATIONAL RESEARCH CENTER IN CHILDREN'S LITERATURE 
IN THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 

WHEREAS, for a number of years (since 1945) children's and school 
librarians of America as represented by their divisions in the American 
Library Association have voted to endorse the proposal of the Joint 
Committee of the Association for Childhood Education International and 
the American Association of University Women on the need for a national 
research center in children's literature at the Library of Congress and 
of the position of specialist in children's literature; and 

WHEREAS, the 1952 Library of Congress study made by Mrs. Frances 
Clark Sayers, "Children's Books and the Library of Congress", indicated 
the serious need for a children's book program at the Library of Congress; 
and 

WHEREAS, the long existent need for facilities for research on many 
subjects involving children's books has become urgent in today's world 
when children's books and reading have become increasingly important in 
developing critical-thinking adults in the free world; and 

WHEREAS, a national research center in children's literature would 
make available for study the foreign children's books that are being 
deliberately used in some parts of the world to indoctrinate children's 
minds in a particular philosophy as well as those of free countries; and 

WHEREAS, such a center would be used by research workers, writers, 
illustrators, foreign visitors and students to study the development of 
children's literature and provide an opportunity to increase knowledge 
of the far reaching effect and strength of children's books and reading, 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, that the Children's Services Division go on record and 
instruct its president to write the appropriate authorities of its con
tinuing support of the committee and its strong belief in the desirability 
and grave importance of a national research center at the Library of 
Congress and for a specialist in children's literature. 

The above resolution was adopted at the American Library Association 
Children's Services Division Membership Meeting in Washington, D.C. 
on June 23, 1959. 

JN 23353 


