
ALA Public Libraries Division 
Notes on Meeting of PLD Executive Committee, Chicago, 

August 24, 1953. 

PRESENT WERE: Jack B. Spear, President; Ruth W. Gregory, Vice President and 
President-Elect; s. Janice Kee, Executive Secretary; and Marie Burris, 
Treasurer. 

DIVISION COMMI'ITEES: 

President Spear asked the Committee to review the stated functions and to 
suggest names to fill vacancies on the existing Division committees and the new 
committees. 

Archives Committee. The function of the Archives Committee was changed as 
follows: 

"To review and make recommendations on the policy statement and the 
instruction sheet which has been given to the Executive Secretary 
for distribution to all officers and committee chairmen in the PLD 
and its Sections specifying archival materials to be sent to PLD 
Headquarters Office. 11 

Auditing Committee. President Spear suggested the desirability of having a 
Certified Public Accountant audit the Division's books instead of placing this 
responsibility upon a volunteer committeee He agreed to discuss this possibility 
with Mr. N. R. Levin, Chairman of the Auditing Committee. 

Notable Books Committee. The function of the Notable Books Committee was brought 
in line with the action of the Board of Directors and was approved as follows: 

"To select a list of 100 or more notable fiction and non-fiction 
books published within one calendar year which are genuinely 
meritorious in terms of literary excellence, factual correctness 
and in the sincerity and honesty of presentation; to submit this 
list to cooperating public libraries, which the committee deter
mines, for additions and for rating; to have the final Notable 
Books List completed for announcement at the Midwinter Conference." 

Editorial Committee. The Committee approved the following suggestions of Harriet 
Carter, Editor of Public Libraries: 

1. Chairmen of PLD Sections will be responsible for reporting Section news to 
the Editor. 

2. The Editorial Committee will include the Editor, an Assistant Editor, the 
Business Manager, PLD Executive Secretary, Section chairmen, and the President 
of the Division who is an ex officio member of all committees. 

3. The publication dates and general content of the magazine will be as follows: 
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February 10 deadline for publication March 10: an issue compiled just 
after the Midwinter conference containing Midwinter business, 
announcements of projects, plans, and including the ballots and 
other organizational matters. 

May l for June 1: an issue concerning more Division mechanics, 
announcements of the Annual Conference, etc. 

August 10 for September 10: an issue carrying news of the Annual 
Conference to members who could not attende 

November l for December 1: an outstanding issue on a theme of timely 
interest. 

4. "From the Desk of ••• " will always be supplementary to any report made by the 
President of the Division, giving particular attention to the activities of 
the PID office. 

5. "New From the States" is a desirable feature for Public Libraries. 

6. It seems unwise to attempt to report all change of jobs in Public Libraries. 

7, Proofs of advertising are to be sent to the Business Manager by the printer 
as soon after receipt as possible. The Business Manager will notify the 
Edi tor of space req:uircnients for space sold in advance of each issue by the 
deadline da-~e. 

8. Photographs will be incl~ded at the discretion of the Editor and Business 
Manager. The Business Manager will set a maximum allowance per issue for 
cuts. 

9. There is a need for a cumulative title page and index through Volume 6, No. 4. 

10. Three hundred extra copies of the magazine will be printed, with possible 
exceptions of special issues. 

11. The magazine will be distributed to all PID members, paid subscribers, others 
on an exchange basis, 25 copies to the PLD Executive Secretary's office, 5 
copies to the Editor, approximately 260 copies to the Business Manager. 

12. All changes of address will be sent to PID Executive Secretary's office. 

13. All bills will be submitted to the President of the Division for approval. 

Library Development Committee. The function of the Library Development Committee 
was approved as follows: 

"to formulate objectives and goals for public library service 
generally, to recommend to the Board of Directors of the Division 
what the Division as well as individual libraries might do at any 
given period to advance the goals; to study present standards and 
publications and to recommend revision as needed." 
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Foreign Book Selection Committee. The function of the Committee on Foreign 
Book Selection was approved as follows: 

"To produce buying lists for publication of acceptable books of a 
general and popular nature in primarily the Eastern European 
languages that are available for purchase; 11st to be in this 
form: author, title, publisher, price and pages, short annotation 
indicating broad classification, i.e., fiction, biography, travel, 
etc.; to explore the possibility of having these lists published 
periodically in the ALA Booklist." 

Committee on Revision of State Grants to Public Libraries, 1942. The function 
of the new Committee on Revision of State Grants to Public Libraries, 1942, (an 
Annual Committee) was approved as follows: 

"To serve as an advisory group to the compiler-editor of the 
revision of State Grants to Public Libraries, 1942 e" 

The Committee felt that the librarians from state library extension agencies 
making up the Committee on Revision of State Grants to Public Libraries would 
need to work together frequently, and therefore it might be desirable to select 
the committee members from a certain area of the United States, preferably the 
East. It was decided that the committee should be appointed before the compiler. 

Committee on T:10 PLD I1epor te:::-. President Spear will explore the possibility of 
naming anexist:i.ng Div{sionc·ommittee to produce the first issue of The PID 
Reporter. The Architecture Committee was mentioned as one likely prospect. 

BUDGET: 

Mrs, Burris presented a financial statement for the guidance of the Committee 
in its preliminary work on next year's budget. The ALA Comptroller pointed out 
that the Division has received $22,528.52 in dues allocations through May 1953 
(the amount estimated for allocations for the year is $22,790). The average dues 
of a PLD member, according to the Comptroller, is running $4.45 this year. The 
budget will be prepared after the close of the ALA fiscal year, August 31, and 
will be submitted to the PID Board of Directors for approval. In accordance with 
the recommendation of the PLD Committee on Division Organization, the Executive 
Committee discussed the rate of the per capita allocation to Sections. It was 
generally agreed that 50¢ per capita should, if possible, be allowed this year. 

In accordance with the action of the PI.D Board of Directors in Los Angeles, 
the Committee approved the appointment of Mrs. Dorothy Smith of Gary, Indiana to 
work as an Acting Assistant .in the office of the PID Executive Secretary during 
the six-weeks period, September 1 to October 12. Mrs. Smith will answer routine 
correspondence, represent Miss Kee in staff meetings, confer with other ALA staff 
members, particularly the Headquarters Librarian in answering inquiries, refer 
certain matters to Miss Kee 1s attention while she is enroute, and work on specific 
assignments, i.e., preparing bibliographies, etc. M.rs .. Sm:i:th will work three days 
a week at the rate of $3000 an houro 

MANUAL FOR OFFICERS OF THE DIVISION: 

Miss Kee submitted an outline of the content of the proposed loose-leaf, 
mimeographed organizational manual which will serve as an administrative aid to 
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the Presidents of the Division and Chairmen or Presidents of its Sections. 
With the additions suggested by the Committee, the content will be followed, 
and Mrs. Smith will begin the work on the Manual in September. 

AMENDING THE PID BY-LAWS: 

Harold F. Brigham, Chairman, PID Committee on Division Organization, requested 
the Committee's approval to amend the PID By-Laws, making it possible for an 
amendment to be voted by direct mail. The PID Executive Committee heartily 
approved this change. It was suggested that the amendment will pass if two-third.s 
of those voting on the question in a mail vote or two-thirds of those present in 
an annual1msiness meeting vote for the amendment. 

REPORT FROM GRACE T. STEVENSON ON FAE PROJECTS IN PUBLIC LIBRARIES: 

The Committee had lunch with Mrs. Stevenson and at that time heard a report 
of the progress being made in the various FAE projects. This report is published 
in the September 1953 issue of Public Li.braries. 

NEXT MEETING OF THE PID EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: 

The tentative date of October 17 was set for the next meeting in Sturgis, 
Michigan. 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:00 p.m. 


