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Outstanding Ref ere nee Sources: 
A 1992 selection of recent titles 

Distinguished 
reference works 
selected by the 
Reference Sources 
Committee of ALA s 
Reference and Adult 
Services Division. 

N oting the range of good solid refer
ence publishing over the past year
a range extending broadly through 

all major subject areas-ALA's Reference 
Sources Committee has happily declared 
that, despite the overuse and misuse of such 
title catchwords as "encyclopedia" and "dic
tionary," the tradition of truly fine reference 
works is alive and well. 

In its annual sift through the steady stream 
of current publishing, this Reference and 
Adult Services Di vision (RASD) committee's 
aim is twofold: First, it seeks to provide a list 
of new quality reference works that most 
small to medium-sized public and academic 
libraries might want to consider acquiring; 
but just as importantly, it recognizes works 
that might serve as examples to the publish
ing world of what good and useful reference 
sources are. It was heartening to the com
mittee, therefore, to find representatives from 
many of the major publishing houses attend
ing committee sessions, listening intently, 
and taking notes. Recognizing excellence 
may well serve to enhance the excellence of 
publications to come. 

How the noteworthy emerge 
The committee deliberates in January dur
ingALA's Midwinter Meeting until it comes 
to a majority decision on which publications 
are especially noteworthy; these sessions ex
tend over several days. The real work, how
ever, has already taken place over the 12 
monthsprecedingMidwinter, wheneachcom
mittee member reviews the new reference 
works in specific subject areas. This is ac
complished with the aid of standard review
ing sources, publishers' catalogs, lists of 
new publications, exhibitors' displays, ap-

proval plans, review copies, extended visits 
to neighboring libraries, friendly tips, and 
any other means available. 

Of the hundreds of new reference sources 
published each year, perhaps 80 or 90 are 
selected for in-depth committee review. The 
32 entries that follow are works appearing in 
1991 (five in late 1990) found to be excep
tional. Their titles range from the topical 
(AIDS and Women) to the standard 
(Shakespeare A to Z); from the popular 
(Parent's Desk Reference) to the scholarly 
(Encyclopedia of the Third Reich). Included 
are an atlas, three nature identification guides, 
two quotation books, two statistical com
pendia, three directories, an index, one new 
serial, and, of course, the inevitable variety 
of dictionaries, encyclopedias, and hand
books; in short, an appropriately diverse 
selection of reference sources. 

Recognizing excellence 
The annotations below reflect the notion of 
recognizing excellence; they are meant not 
to analyze but to underscore what is distinc
tive about each work. In any such listing 
there are, inevitably, notable omissions
some, such as the Encyclopedia of World 
Cultures, published in association with the 
Human Resources Area Files at Yale Uni
versity, and the Omni Gazetteer of the United 
States of America, incorporating the Geo
graphic Names Information System of the 
U.S. Geological Survey, were felt to be 
beyond the committee's purview. Others, 
such as the Cambridge Biographical Dic
tionary (a fine update of an earlier edition) 
and the three volumes of Guide to British 
Poetry Explication (part of a larger set rec
ognized by this committee last year), while 
certainly outstanding, were obviously not 
completely new to the field. 

Mention must be made of the "outstand
ing" librarians who donated untold hours to 
put this list together. The members of this 
year's Reference Sources Committee were 
Mary E. Larson, Carl B. Ylvisaker Library, 
Concordia College, Moorhead, Minn.; Dale 
Luchsinger, Athens Area Technical Insti
tute, Athens, Ga.; Joyce McKnight, Akron
Summit County P.L., Akron, Ohio; Donald 
Maxwell, Stone Hills Library Network, 
Bloomington, Ind.; Marguerite Mroz, Balti-
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more County P.L., Towson, Md.; Laurie 
Radde, Lake Agassiz Regional Library, 
Moorhead, Minn.; Deborah Thomas, 
Ramsey Library, University of North Caro
lina at Ashville; and David A. Tyckoson, 
State University of New York at Albany. 
Scott E. Kennedy, bibliographer for the 
Reference Collection at the Homer Babbidge 
Library, University of Connecticut, Storrs, 
chaired the committee and edited the anno
tations below. 

The 1992 Outstanding Reference Sources 
wi ll be on display at the RASD booth during 
the ALA Annual Conference in San Fran
cisco. After conference the display will be 
avai lable for loan to interested groups. Con
tact Eileen Fitzsimons, RASD program offi
cer, at ALA headquarters. TheAtlas of United 
States Environmental Issues (Macmillan) is 
also the winnerofthe 1992 Dartmouth Medal. 

GENERAL 
Best Books for Junior High Readers, ed
ited by John T. Gi llespie. 567 p. New Provi
dence, N.J.: Bowker, 1991 (0-8352-3020-
1), $39.95. 

Bui lding on the success of his Best Books 
for Children, Gi llespie has created a similar 
work for the literature of young adults aged 
12-15. Over6,000 titles have been selected 
for inclusion, covering both fiction and non
fiction topics. 

Criteria for selection include a previous 
designation as a classic work by another 
source or a favorable review in one of the 
standard young adult book review sources 
within the last five years. Entries are orga
nized into chapters by topic, with indexes by 
author, title, subject, and grade level. Each 
entry includes full bibliographic informa
tion as well as a brief annotation. Another 
title has recently been released that com
pletes this series, Best Books for Senior 
High Readers. Both of these works will be 
invaluable sources for librarians and teach
ers who work with young adults. 

The Parent's Desk Ref ere nee, by Irene Franck 
and David Brownstone. 615 p. New York: 
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OUTSTANDING SOURCES 

Prentice Hall Press, 1991 (0-
13-649989-9), $29.95; June 
1992 (0-13-650003-X), pap. 
$18. 

Information on nearly ev
ery aspect of parenting
that's what is promised and 
delivered in this handy one
volume desk reference. In
cluded are about 2,500 en
tries relating to pregnancy and 
childbirth, infant care, child 
development , education, 
health, social concerns, and 
family law. Particularly use
ful are annotated sources for 
further information (i nclud
ing organizations with their 
addresses and telephone num
bers) and recommended 
books for both parents and 
children. A Special Help sec
tion contains charts showing 
normal skill development, 
model school curricula, and 
guidelines for helping chil
dren learn. 

This resource will be espe
cially useful in school and pub
lic libraries, even the smallest. 
While you' re at it, order copies 
for the circulating collection 
and as gifts for your friends 
who are-or hope to be-par
ents. 

Dictionary of First Names, 
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by Patrick Hanks and Flavia Nancy J. Turner and Adam F. Szczawinski created Common Poisonous Plants and Mushrooms of North 
Hodges. 444 p. New York: America as a useful reference for those wishing to prevent accidental poisoning and for healthcare workers 
Oxford, 1990(0-19-211651-7), administering appropriate care. The Timber Press title presents 215 color photos. 
$35. 

This title presents a com-
prehensive collection of names for both 
reference and browsing. An extensive intro
duction covers topics such as royal names, 
African-American names, biblical names, 
modern names, surnames as first names, 
and names of classical antiquity. Two ap
pendixes give background about personal 
names in the Arab world and the Indian 
subcontinent, with extensive listings for both 
areas-information that is hard to find else
where. Each of the more than 4,000 names 
(closer to 8,000 with variants) give sex, 
derivation, meanings, histories, variants, and 
occasionally nicknames or short forms. 
Hanks and Hodges also did the well-known 
Dictionary of Surnames. 

The Oxford Dictionary of Modern Quota
tions, edited by Tony Au garde. 317 p. Ox
ford: Oxford University Press, 1991 (0- 19-
866141-X), $29.50. (A paper edition by 

MAY 1900 

Oxford will be published in late 1992 or 
early 1993. Price not set.) 

This quotations dictionary offers about 
5,000 quotations from people who were 
Ii ving after 1900. The preface reports that 
the quotes were taken from novels, plays, 
poems, essays, speeches, film, radio and 
television, songs, advertisements, and book 
titles. So it should be no surprise to find 
"Kentucky Fried Chicken ... it 's finger 
lickin' good" or "Heigh-ho, heigh-ho, it's 
off to work we go" in this eclectic yet 
valuable collection. The arrangement is 
by personal name, but there is an extensive 
key word index that leads the user to 
specific quotations. Sources for the quotes 
are provided and, for most, a specific page 
citation is supplied as well. This useful 
reference work will be an asset to the 
quotations dictionary shelf of most librar-
ies. 
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Baseball's Greatest Quotations, edited by 
Paul Dickson. 496 p. New York: HarperCol
lins, 1991 (0-06-270001-4), $29.95; (0-06-
272025-2), pap. $16. 

Aficionados are already familiar with 
Dickson through his earlier titles, which 
include a 1990 outstanding reference source 
(Al, May 1990, p. 413-414), The Dickson 
Baseball Dictionary (Facts on File, 1989). 
Baseball fans will be delighted with the over 
5,000 quotes, ranging from the sublime to 
the ridiculous, included in this compila
tion. The arrangement is alphabetical by 
speaker, with black-and-white photographs 
of players scattered throughout. Notes give 
interesting facts about the hi storical set
ting and context of many of the selected 
quotes. An index by name and subject help 
you find out the who, what, where, when, 
and how of baseball , and a bibliography is 
included. IT 
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OUTSTANDING SOURCES 

LANGUAGE AND 
LITERATURE 

The Dictionary of Bias-Free Usage: A Guide 
to Nondiscriminatory Language, by Rosalie 

charts are used to group together related 
terms, such as phobias, -isms, plants, ani-

for any library serving curious writers and 
readers. 

mals, scientific terminology, and English "''h N C h . A · Rh 
d d · d f h 1 .b , . e ew ompre ensive merican ym-

wor s enve rom ot er anguages. L1 rar- . D" . b S D h y . . mg ictionary, y ue aug erty oung. 
1~s ma~ wish to ~urchase a copy for the 622 p. New York: Morrow, 1991 (0-688-
circulatJ~g collect1.on as well as for r~~er- 10360-X), $24.95 . 
ence. This work will be a popular add1t1on F Sh k p bl. E rom a espeare to u 1c nemy, 

Maggio. 293 p. Phoenix: Oryx, ----------- Earth ----------~ rhyme has been the basis of 

1991 (0-89774-653-8), $25. 
Following George Orwell's 

recommendation to scrap ev
ery word or idiom that has 
outgrown its usefulness, this 
dictionary is intended to pro
vide alternative words or 
phrases for terms containing 
some form of inherent bias. 
The author has selected terms 
based on race, age, sexual ori
entation, gender, disability, 
ethnic origin, or belief system. 
For each entry a brief explana
tion is provided that defines 
the concept and indicates how 
it is biased. In addition, each 
entry includes some alterna
tive, non-biased forms so that 
readers can express the same 
concept without using deroga
tory language. Over 5,000 such 
terms have been selected for 
inclusion, with over 15,000 al
ternative forms presented for the 
same concepts. The work also 
includes terms that may appear 
biased but are actually based on 
non-biased roots, such as 
"tallboy" or "keelson." This 
work will be useful in aiding 
both patrons and librarians in 
eliminating the use of discrimi
natory words and encouraging 
the use of bias-free language. 

/lh,stratedReverseDictionary: 
Find the Words on the Tip of 
YourTongue,editedbyJohnE. 
Kahn.608p.PleasantviUe,N.Y.: 
Reader's Digest Association, 
distributed by Random House, 
1991 (0-89577-352-X), $25. 

Part dictionary, part thesau
rus, and part book of lists, this 
work is a compilation of help
ful information on over 70,000 
English-language words and 
phrases. Organized in an at
tractive and readable format, 
it leads the reader from entry 
to entry until the desired term 
is found. More than 200 color 

Lower mantle 
Oceanic crust/sima 

Continental shelf 

Continental slope 
Continental crust/ sial 

Magma 

illustrations highlight many More than 200 informative illustrations such as this clarify some of70,000 
entries and quick reference words and phrases in the Reader's Digest Illustrated Reverse Dictionary. 
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much of our language's litera
ture and music. Both poets and 
musicians depend upon the 
aural nature of rhyme to pro
vide balance and rhythm to their 
messages. Unfortunately, such 
an aural medium has been dif
ficult to record in print, where 
most decisions are made based 
upon the spelling of a word 
rather than its pronunciation. 
With Young's dictionary, this 
barrier has been overcome. The 
words have been arranged by 
their phonetic components, 
rather than their spelling. This 
allows readers to find rhymes 
that would not appear in other 
works, such as "quota" and 
"soda" or "valium" and "rally 
'em." In addition, the author has 
searched for new and unusual 
terms, including slang and 
phrases, so that the work is not 
simply a compilation of tradi
tional English rhyming words. 
Both the types of terms included 
and the format in which the 
information is presented will 
make this the standard source 
for readers and rappers search
ing for that perf~ct rhyme. 

Plays for Children and Young 
Adults: An Evaluative Index 
and Guide, by Rashelle S. Karp 
and June H. Schlessinger. (Gar
land Reference Library of So
cial Science, v. 543.) 580 p. 
New York: Garland, 1991 (0-
8240-6112-8), $78. 

Librarians will welcome this 
source as the definitive tool for 
identifying plays that were pub
lished between 1975 and 1989 
for children and young adults. 
The entry for each of the 3,560 
plays includes grade level for 
the audience, plus or minus 
evaluation indicator, author, 
title, cast number (male and 
female), number of acts, set
ting, playing time, plot sum
mary, bibliographic citation, 
royalty, source, and subject or 
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OUTSTANDING SOURCES 

play type. The main arrangement is by title. 
Separate indexes include author/original title, 
cast, grade level, subject/play, and playing 
time. This is the source someone wishing to 
locate a play for children or young adults 
should consult when considering any subject 
ranging from the celebration of Groundhog 
Day to historical action with Paul Revere. 

Benet's Reader's Encyclopedia. of Ameri
can Literature, edited by George Perkins 
and others. I, 176 p. New York: HarperCollins, 
1991 (0-06-270027-8), $45. 

A synopsis of the Song of Solomon, back
ground information on writer Bharati 
Mukherjee, and an essay on Jewish-Ameri
can literature are examples of the broad 
coverage that this source achieves as it spans 
American literature from the time of Euro
pean exploration to the 1990s. Literature of 
the United States, Canada, and Latin America 
is presented in mostly short, carefully written 
articles. This source draws 
on Max Herzberg 's 
Reader's Encyclopedia 
of American Literature 
( 1962) as a base for some 
information as well as data 
from Benet 's Reader's 
Encyclopedia, 3rd ed., 
( 1987). The result is an 
encyclopedia that is au
thoritative, complete, and 
up-to-date. It is the defini
tive encyclopedia in the 
field. 

Shakespeare A to Z: The 
Essential Reference to 
His Plays, His Poems, 
His Life and Times, and 
More, by Charles Boyce. 
(A Roundtable Press 
Book.) 742 p. New York: 
Facts on File, 1990 (0-
8160-1805-7), $45. 

on the action, notes on sources and texts, and 
interesting historical detail. Actors, direc
tors, composers, and musicians who have 
Shakespearean credentials are included; other 
entries give information on the bard's con
temporaries. This is an excellent source for 
the Shakespearean student; appropriate for 
academic, public, and high school libraries. 

Shakespeare on Screen: An International 
Filmography and Videography, by Ken
neth S. Rothwell and Annabelle Henkin 
Melzer. 406 p. New York: Neal-Schuman, 
1990 ( 1-55570-049-7), $59.95. 

Ever since the moving picture was in
vented, films of Shakespeare's plays have 
been made. This guide lists over 750 films 
and videos of Shakespeare plays produced 
since 1899 in Europe (both east and west), 
the Americas, and Japan. Modernizations, 
adaptations, musical dance versions, abridge
ments, and excerpts are all included as are 

documentaries, biographies, commentaries, 
travelogues, and other "unclassifiable" films 
that make use of Shakespearean drama. Pro
ductions of each play are listed chronologi
cally, followed by information on first show
ing, history, evaluation, authorship, medium, 
cast and production, distribution, and avail
ability. Several indexes aid the user in locat
ing entries by type. 

CULTUREAND 
CIVILIZATION 

Historic Landmarks of Black America, by 
George Cantor. 372 p. Detroit: Gale, 1991 
(0-8103-7809-4), $29.95. 

More than 300 places with significant ties 
to black Americans are described in this 
combined reference history and travel guide. 

Cantor, who was travel 
editor for the Detroit 
Free Press, has divided 
the country into regions 
and within each region 
arranged the entries by 
state. Museums, monu
ments, buildings, and 
cemeteries are some of 
the sites described, with 
such details as location, 
hours, and cost included. 
Black-and-white pic
tures enhance the visual 
appeal. A handy index 
helps in locating specific 
sites and a bibliography 
in reading further about 
them. This is an excel
lent choice for anyone 
planning to visit these 
interesting places or 
wanting to know more 
about African-American 
history. A second edi
tion is planned for 1996. 

Museum of American 
Folk Art Encyclopedia. 
of Twentieth-Century 
American Art and Art
ists, by Chuck and Jan 
Rosenak. 416 p. New 
York: Abbe vi lie, 1990 
( 1-55859-041-2), $75. 

The title promises 
much-and it delivers on 
that promise. More than 
one-third of the almost 
3,000 entries are descrip
tions of Shakespearean 
characters. (Minor char
acters like Marcade or 
Quintus are identified.) 
Synopses of all Shake
speare's plays and com
mentaries on his sonnets 
and other poems are use
ful forimmediateexplica
tion.Scenesummaries are 
given for each play, fol
lowed by commentary 

The Cambridge Guide to the Museums of Europe details major national and regional 
museums such as the Jenner Museum in Berkeley, Eng. This historic print shows Dr. 
Edward Jenner vaccinating a child against smallpox. 

Folk art is the art of 
the common people, a 
spontaneous expression 
of the feelings of the art
ist, often untrained. 
Rooted in our tradition 
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of individualism, folk art is often character
ized by simplicity and instinctive creation. 
Chuck and Jan Rosenak are collectors of 
contemporary American folk art who have 
traveled the byways of the U.S. to find folk 
art and to interview folk artists. The result is 
this biographical dictionary of over 250 
contemporary folk artists and their art (paint
ings and sculpture). After basic biographi
cal data, the entries describe the artist's 
cultural background, subjects and sources, 
materials and techniques, and formal recog
nition. Color illustrations provide a repre
sentative example of each person's art. Some 
photos of artists are also included. The work 
concludes with a bibliography and an index 
that gives listings of galleries, types of art -
work, and artists active in each state. 

Cambridge Guide to the Museums of Eu
rope, by Kenneth Hudson and Ann Nichols. 
509 p. New York: Cambridge University 
Press, 1991 (0-521-37175-9), $29.95. 

Here is a book for any kind of traveler to 
any of 20 countries in Western Europe. 
Arranged by country and then by city or 
town, this guide gives information on major 
national and regional museums and on many 
smaller museums of specialized interest 
(such as firefighting, oysters, and homes of 
famous people). The authors have concen
trated on locations other than capital cities 
and on museums that illustrate aspects of a 
country's history and culture. In addition to 
a brief description, entries provide such in
formation as address and telephone number, 
dates and hours of opening, admission 
charges, parking, refreshments, tours, and 
facilities for the disabled. Maps of countries 
are included, as are illustrations of selected 
museums and items on display. Finally, an 
index by subject aids travelers in locating 
just the right museum. 

HEALTHAND 
MEDICINE 

AIDS and Women: A Sourcebook, by Sarah 
Barbara Watstein and Robert Anthony 
Laurich. 176 p. Phoenix: Oryx, 1990 (0-
89774-577-9), pap. $36.50. 

AIDS has become one of the 10 leading 
causes of death among women of child
bearing years in the U.S. This sourcebook is 
concerned with how AIDS has affected 
women, both as patients and caregivers, as 
well as with the literature of AIDS transmis
sion and prevention. From the rapidly grow
ing body of AIDS literature, the authors 
have selected about 600 resources from 
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Mamie Deschillie's "Cow," a cardboard cutout decorated with paint, recycled clothing, 
and tape, is among 257 color plates in the Museum of American Folk Art Encyclopedia of 
Twentieth-Century American Folk Art and Artists (©1990 Abbeville Press, Inc.). 

1981 to 1989, along with statistics current 
through 1990. Each chapter highlights a 
different aspectofthe subject through a one
to two-page narrative and a selective, well
annotated bibliography. Appendixes list AV 
resources, national and state hotlines and 
organizations, and suggestions for further 
study. Whether used as a research guide or 
basic information source, AIDS and Women 
gives a solid introduction to an important 
subject. Recommended for all libraries. 

Drugs Available Abroad, edited by Jerry L. 
Schlesser. 410 p. Detroit: Gale, l 991 (0-
8103-7 l 77-4 ), $89.95. 

Medical consumers now have access to 
therapeutic drugs from other countries. Drugs 
Available Abroad lists over 1,000 medically 
important drugs approved in Canada, Mexico, 
Western Europe, Central America, the Carib
bean, Australia, South Africa, or Scandinavia
with expanded coverage planned for future 
editions. Compiled from foreign pharma
copoeias and drug compendiums, entries con
tain generic names, brand names, drug action, 
dosage, warnings and side-effects, and the 
names of comparable U.S.-approved drugs. 
Unproved "miracle drugs" are not listed. In
cluded also are addresses of foreign manufac
turers and regulatory authorities and brief di
rections on how to obtain these drugs. 

AMERICAN LIBRARIES 

Encyclopedia of Blindness and Vision 
Impairment, by Jill Sardegna and T. Otis 
Paul. 329 p. New York: Facts on File, 1991 
(0-8160-2153-8), $45. 

Visual impairment is the second most com
mon disability in the U.S. This new A-Z 
compendium contains more than 500 en
tries covering the social and medical aspects 
of blindness. Entries range from one-sen
tence definitions to multi page discussions; 
many of the longer articles end with brief 
bibliographies. Useful appendixes include 
lists of national organizations, state and federal 
agencies, schools and institutions, and more. 
A good easy-to-use ready reference for the 
professional or the layperson. 

Everyone's Guide to Cancer Therapy, by 
Malin Dollinger and others. 672 p. Kansas 
City, Mo.: Andrews and McMeel, 1991 (0-
8362-2418-3 ), $29.95; (0-8362-2417-5), 
pap. $19.95. 

When someone asks for information on 
pancreatic cancer or chemotherapy or what 
"staging" means, this is the book to suggest. 
Written in layperson language but including 
terms and acronyms used in medical parlance, 
it is comprehensive and up-to-date. Every
one's Guide tells how cancer starts, how it is 
diagnosed and treated, and how to live with it. 

( Continued on p. 396.) 
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(Continued from p. 370.) 
Entries for each of the more than 40 com
mon cancers include symptoms, screening 
tests, treatment, prognosis, and "questions 
you can ask." Written by a panel of special
ists headed by two experts in oncology, this 
book enables patients and their families to 
make informed health-care decisions. An 
essential purchase, additional copies will be 
needed in the circulating collection. 

POLITICS AND 
SOCIAL SCIENCE 

American Salaries and Wages 
Survey: Statistical Data De
rivedfromMore than300Gov
ernment, Business, and News 
Sources, edited by Arsen J. 
Darnay. 918 p. Detroit: Gale, 
1991 (0-8103-8042-0; ISSN 
I 055-7628), $89.50. 

Is $20,000 a year a good 
starting salary for a librarian? 
In South Dakota? In New York 
City? Consulting this single 
source makes it far easier to 
judge the worth of that 20 
grand than looking through 
the over 300 published 
sources gleaned to create it. ~ 
Job seekers and counselors, 
employers, and industry and 
economic analysts will be 
aided by this book's coverage 
of over 4,500 occupations 
(based on the Dictionary of 
Occupational Titles and the 
Standard Occupational Clas
sification) and over 33,000 
salaries from various cities, 
counties, Metropolitan Statis
tical Areas, states, and na
tion wide, all cited from 
sources dated between Janu
ary 1988 and mid-1990. Sev
eral appendixes complete this 
work, including some occu
pational outlook and cost-of
living information to comple
ment the salary figures . 

Economist Book of Vital 
World Statistics. 254 p. New 
York: Times Books/Random 
House, 1990 (0-8 129-1877-
0), $29.95 . 

It's a small world. In itthere 
are countries that need, use, 

BANTAM 
SUNFISH 

PUMPKINSEED 

duce them. This source, compiled by 
Britain 's respected journal, The Economist, 
examines the relationships of these buyers 
and sellers-the interdependence of the 
nations of the world . The book is arranged 
by topic within broad subject areas such as 
economic strength, agriculture & food, 
industry & energy, commodities, trans
portation & communication, health, and 
the environment. Then each of over 100 
topics is introduced by a short explanatory 
essay, followed by statistics dating from 
the late 1980s presented in a variety of 
clear, three-color tables, charts, and graphs 
that divide the world into eight major re
gions and include up to 146 countries. This 

GREEN SUNFISH 

source represents a fresh new way oflook
ing at the world, whether from home or 
library. 

Political Parties & Elections in the United 
States: An Encyclopedia , edited by L. Sandy 
Maisel. 2 vols., 1,345 p. New York: Gar
land, 1991 (0-8240-7975-2), $150. 

It's an important year in U.S . pol·itics, and 
now a scholarly, engaging reference source 
allows the public easy access to a complex 
subject. In an encyclopedic format, this book 
covers dates, parties, and people important 
to the U.S. electoral process, including can
didates for national , state, and city offices, 
presidents, vice-presidents, cabinet mem
bers, speakers of the house, majority and 

L. p. miniatus 

minority leaders, and party 
chairs. Each entry is limited 

SPOTTED SUNFISH 

to the subject's involvement 
with the political process in 
the U.S. Every one of the 
over 1,200 articles is signed 
and includes a bibliography. 
Useful also are the book's 
exhaustive appendixes and 
index. The more than 250 
editors, contributing editors, 
and writers of this work carry 
excellent academic creden
tials and/or are affiliated 
with the press or govern-

ORANGESPOTTED 
SUNFISH 

L p . punctatus 

RED EAR SUNFISH 

ment agencies. 

Supreme Court Yearbook, 
1989-90, by Joan Biskupic. 
259 p. Washington: Con
gressional Quarter I y, 1991 
(0-87187-590-X; ISSN 
1054-2701 ), $27.95 ; (0-
87187-591-8), pap. $ 16.95. 

At last! A clear, concise, 
and timely review of the Su
preme Court's work, written 
for the layperson. This first 
volume reviews the I 989-
1990term; thesecond ( l 990-
1991) is current through the 

~ Clarence Thomas confirma-

REDBREAST SUNFISH 

and demand products and ser- A deep, strongly compressed body and three anal spines characterize these 
vices and others which pro- sunfishes found in A Field Guide to Freshwater Fishes (Houghton Mifflin) . 

tion hearings. This important 
new work summarizes every 
case decided during the term, 
excerpts the most important 
rulings, and previews the next 
term's mostsignificantcases. 
A helpful explanation of how 
the Court works, a glossary of 
legal terms, and brief biogra
phies of the justices round out 
the volumes. A truly unique 
source, this new yearbook is 
appropriate for high school, 
public, and academic librar
ies. U 
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Directory of Military Bases in the U.S., 
edited by William R. Evinger. 197 p. Phoe
nix: Oryx, 1991 (0-89774-531-0), $95. 

This new directory is the most complete 
and current guide to U.S. military bases 
available. Arranged by state, the directory 
lists over 700 military installations and in
cludes all branches of the armed forces. The 
concise listings provide a great deal of infor
mation: location, size, budget, housing, ma
jor commands, base history, visitor attrac
tions, and key contact personnel. Numerous 
indexes add to the book's usefulness. This 
directory 's convenience and comprehensive
ness will fill a gap in many libraries' collec
tions. 

Encyclopedia of the Third Reich, edited by 
Christian Zentner and Friedemann Bedi.irftig. 
2 vols., 1,150 p. New York: Macmillan, 
1991 (0-02-897500-6), $190. 

Called a standard work, definitive, im
pressive, excellent, and essential by various 
reviewers, this English translation of the 
1985 Grosses Lexikon des Dritten Reiches 
is the place to look for any and all informa
tion on this period in German history . This 
thorough two-volume encyclopedia includes 
27 long, signed articles and more than 3,000 
shorter entries including extensive biogra
phies of both well-known and lesser known 
people of the Third Reich. Over 1,000 illus
trations help to give a visual dimension to 
this informative work. The depth and breadth 
of coverage make this an outstanding source 
of information on this era for school, public, 
and academic libraries. 

NATUREAND 
ENVIRONMENT 

Common Poisonous Plants and Mush
rooms of North America, by Nancy J. Turner 
and Adam F. Szczawinski. 324 p. Portland, 
Oreg. : Timber Press, 1991 (0-88192-179-
3), $55. 

Hikers, wild-food enthusiasts, gardeners, 
and parents of curious children often seek 
information about poisonous plants. Librar
ians who receive these requests will find this 
reference work provides the information in 
a clear, easy-to-understand format. Written 
by British Columbian botanists Turner and 
Szczawinski, the book presents over 150 of 
the most common and dangerous poisonous 
plants, describing not only those of wild 
areas of temperate North America but also 
garden and crop plants, house plants, and 
plant products. Information about each plant 
includes a description, occurrence, toxicity, 

OUTSTANDING SOURCES 

Bright red caps typify these russula silvicola ( 3/4 life-size), one of over 1,000 stunning 
photographs by Roger Phillips, author of Mushrooms of North America ( Little, Brown). 

symptoms, and treatment for poisoning. 
There are also interesting notes on history 
and use of the plant. Especially helpful is the 
color photograph of the plant appearing with 
each entry. Appendixes on fruits, vegetables, 
and edible wild plants with toxic proper
ties--e.g. , apricot pits or unroasted beech
nuts-and a list of medicinal herbs of ques
tionable safety are included. A glossary, 
extensive bibliography, and an index with 
both scientific and common names com
plete the text. A warning to seek qualified 
medical help for any suspected poisoning is 
printed throughout the book. 

Mushrooms of North America, by Roger 
Phillips. 319 p. Boston: Little, Brown, 1991 
(0-316-70612-4), $39.95; (0-316-70613-2), 
pap. $24.95. 

Phillips, a British naturali st and photog
rapher who previously studied and wrote 
about the mushrooms and fungi of Great 
Britain and Europe, began researching North 
American mushrooms in 1983. This beauti
fully illustrated book is the result of his 
travels and study. It includes over 1,000 
stunning color photographs of mushrooms 
showing their external features, internal 
anatomy, and various stages of growth. The 
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photographs were taken in a studio under 
controlled light for greater clarity of detail 
than could be obtained in the field. Accom
panying each photograph is a textual de
scription of the anatomy of the mushroom, 
its habitat, season of growth, and edibility. 
Brief introductory material includes general 
information on poisonous and edible spe
cies plus a beginner's key showing common 
groups of mushrooms, a generic key, and a 
glossary. Many other guides to North Ameri
can mushrooms are available, but the 
Phillips' book is outstanding because of its 
photography. It will be appreciated by all 
amateur as well as professional mycolo
gists. 

Your Resource Guide to Environmental 
Organizations, edited by John Seredich. 
514 p. Irvine, Calif.: Smiling Dolphins 
Press, 1991 (1-879072-00-9), pap. $15.95. 

Most everyone is concerned with the en
vironment these days, making this directory 
a good choice for all types of libraries. 
Aimed at the layperson, this new source 
describes the purposes, programs, volunteer 
opportunities, membership benefits, and 
publications of 150 national and interna
tional environmental organizations. Much 
more than a book of addresses, this unique 
directory contains detailed two- to three
page descriptions that give a good sense of 
each organization's mission. Addresses and 
telephone numbers of federal and state agen
cies are also included. A solid, inexpensive 
choice on a timely topic. 

Atlas of United States Environmental Is
sues, by Robert J. Mason and Mark T. 
Mattson. 252 p. New York: Macmillan, 
1990 (0-02-897261-9), $90. 

Among al I the countries of the world, the 
United States is the largest user of natural 
resources, has the third highest per capita 
income, and has the fourth largest land area 
and population. As the authors from the De
partment of Geography and Urban Studies 
at Temple University observe, these riches 
of resources, land, and people, combined 
with the people's individualism, distaste for 
planning, and utilitarian (dis)regard fornatu
ral resources, all make for an environmen
tally volatile place to live. Using numerous 
full-color maps, tables, charts, and photo
graphs, the atlas illustrates demographic, 
scientific, economic, political, and govern
mental aspects of the current and prospec
tive environmental situation in the U.S. By 
seeing maps of where the Safe Drinking 
Water Act is violated, where landfill capac
ity problems exist, and where acid rainfall 
devastates, we are given a grim but realistic 
picture of the state of our world. Necessary. 

Gathered for selection of the 1992 Outstanding Reference Sources are (back row, l. tor.) 
Don Maxwell, Dale Luchsinger, Joyce McKnight, David Tyckoson, and Deborah Thomas; 
and (front, l. tor.) chair Scott Kennedy, Laurie Radde, Mary Larson, and Marguerite Mroz. 

A Field Guide to Freshwater Fishes: North 
America North of Mexico, by Lawrence M. 
Page and Brooks M. Burr. 432 p. Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin, 1991 (0-395-35307-6), 
$24.95; (0-395-53933-1 ), pap. $16.95. 

This title is noteworthy because it is the 
first and only guide to all 790 species of 
freshwater fish found north of Mexico. In 
preparation for eight years, this guide was 
sponsored by the National Audubon Soci
ety, the National Wildlife Federation, and 
the Roger Tory Peterson Institute. It was 
written by well-known authorities on fresh
water fish, and uses the well-established 
Peterson Identification System. Information 
given for each species includes identifying 
characteristics of the fish, size, range, habi
tat, and behavior. Also included is the status 
of the species on the federal endangered 
species list. The illustrations, especially the 
color plates, are excellent; and the diagrams 
and range maps are very clear. A compre
hensive index by scientific and common 
name provides access to the text. Of interest 
to the fisher and the aquarist as well as the 
ichthyologist, this book will be welcome in 
the circulating as well as the reference col
lection. 

RELIGION 
Dictionary of the Ecumenical Movement, 
edited by Nicholas Lossky and others. 1,196 
p. Grand Rapids, Minn.: Eerdmans, 1991 
(0-8028-2428-5), $79.95. 

The ecumenical movement stresses co
operation and unity among all the churches 
of the world. This dictionary, compiled un
der the auspices of the World Council of 
Churches, with authors and editors from 
diverse Christian traditions and diverse geo
political regions, covers the movement glo
bally. Doctrinal themes, ecumenical activ-

ity in every region of the world, historical 
overviews of interdenominational dialogue, 
and Christian perspectives on sociopolitical 
and ethical issues are all given thorough 
coverage, as are the many people instru
mental in the movement. Representative 
entries include birth control, Buddhist-Chris
tian dialogue, human rights, ordination,John 
Paul II, and Theology-African. Each entry 
ends with a short bibliography for further 
study. 

ANTHROPOLOGY 
The Encycl.opedia of Evolution: Humanity's 
Search for Its Origins, by Richard Milner. 
498 p. New York: Facts on File, 1990 (0-
8160-1472-8), $45. 

Milner describes himself as a "maverick 
anthropologist." Although he completed five 
years of graduate study, Milner spent sev
eral years working in other fields. Now he 
has returned to his first love-anthropol
ogy-and written an encyclopedia of evolu
tion that is exciting and fun from cover to 
cover. In more than 600 articles, Milner 
tackles aspects of evolution from the schol
arly to the popular, the well-known to the 
obscure, prehistory to current events. He 
includes people, theories, controversies, 
hoaxes-even movies. Here you will find 
information on the Iguanodon dinner, In
herit the Wind, Zinjanthropus, and the 
Leakey family. Biographies, one-fourth of 
the total entries, include people who may be 
difficult to find elsewhere. Articles vary in 
length from a single paragraph to several 
pages (Charles Darwin receives eight pages). 
Many articles include suggestions for fur
ther reading. Numerous cross references 
and an excellent, detailed index provide direct 
access to textual information. This delight
ful book will stimulate the student's and the 
layperson's interest in evolution. D 


