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RESOLUTION AFFIRMING EQUITY OF ACCESS THROUGH 
UNIVERSAL SERVICE, E-RATE, AND ADVANCED BROADBAND 

SERVICES 
  

WHEREAS, the American Library Association has a long-standing commitment to 
universal and affordable access to telecommunications services through the support of 
Universal Service and the E-rate; and 
 
WHEREAS, the public increasingly requires access to advanced broadband services, 
including wireless broadband, for the purposes of business and economic development, 
job announcements available only online, personal development, healthcare information, 
and government services and information; and 
 
WHEREAS, students and lifelong learners require access to broadband services for 
education and distance learning and to develop information and technological literacy for 
success in school and the 21st century workforce; and 
 
WHEREAS, libraries will continue to strive for equitable access to information as 
advanced broadband services evolve; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Administration, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC), and 
Congress have, at different times, considered and employed strategies for stimulating 
public use such as the Universal Service mechanism, E-rate, set-asides of frequencies, 
access to channels, preferential rates, and other techniques; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Administration, the FCC, and Congress are considering legislation to 
reform the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (Public Law 104 -104)  to meet the national 
goal of deployment of universal broadband services across the nation; now therefore be 
it  
 
RESOLVED, that the American Library Association advocates to Congress, the 
Administration, and the FCC that telecommunications legislation and regulatory policies 
include: 
  

1. a mandate to assess and review the impact of regulatory changes on the public 
interest, including libraries, educational institutions, and state and local 
governments; and 

2. requirements for open access and interoperability as well as for prohibitions 
against control of access by only a few; and 

3. provisions for affordable and equitable access and the reduction of barriers to 
such access, whether by employing Universal Service mechanism, the E-rate, 
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preferential rates, set-asides, least cost access, or other approaches appropriate for 
the technology;  

4. public access to advanced broadband telecommunications services, both during 
the transition to the new technology and thereafter; and, be it further 

  
RESOLVED that, the American Library Association continues to advocate for the 
Universal Service program, E-rate, and advanced broadband services and work with 
allies and coalitions such as the National League of Cities, the National Governors 
Association, K-12 and higher education organizations, museum and civil rights 
communities and others that seek affordable and equitable access for all. 
 
Policy 53.1.19, 50.5, 50.15, 50.3 
Policy History CD#20.1, 2/3/99; CD#49, 7/1/98; CD20.7, 6/29/05 
 
Endorsed in principle by: 
LITA 
OITP Advisory Committee 
 
 


