Feminist Task Force

ALA Midwinter Meeting
January 11 – 14 2008
Business Meetings:
Saturday, Jan. 12, 8 – 10 a.m. at the Sheraton, Salon 5 & 6

Sunday, Jan. 13, 6 – 7:30 p.m. at the Marriott, Room 413 and dinner TBA
Business Meetings 

Minutes (Rough Draft)
These are in no particular order and may be taken up at any time unless we hear from some one that they would prefer an item be discussed on a particular day.
I. Study Project on gender representation in ALA presenters- with COSWL:  Dolores Fidishun, ShinJoung Yeo, Sharyn Ladner, and others:  Dolores at the helm.  Discussion about development of the project – Saturday at approximately 9:30 a.m.

Dolores presented an outline of the project (Will attach)  The group working on it will set some quarterly(?) targets.  Report at Annual 2009.
II. Meet with ALA President Candidate Camilia Alire  (http://camilaalire.com/ ) – Sunday a little after 6:00 p.m.
III. Meet with ALA President Candidate J. Linda Williams (http://www.electlindawilliams.org/ and blog at http://www.lindasreflections.blogspot.com/ ) – Sunday at 7:00 p.m.
IV. Discussion about feminist issues in ALA – look at the Wyoming Libraries campaign and piece on Librarian.Net blog, Why isn’t your headline “why the hell are women still earning less than men?!?!”  for some of the issues. – Sunday at 6:30 p.m.
V. Appoint new officers for FTF – co-coordinator, Women in Libraries wiki editor, scribe, and others as needed

VI. Women in Libraries wiki:  Volunteers, site – work with COSWL  - Mediawiki (open source) – Is it kept open for everyone and not just ALA
VII. Plan questions for ALA President Candidates

1.
Childcare – very expensive even though ALA does slightly underwrite.
2.
Publishing Salaries – published in American Libraries and other ALA journals – pay equity for women.

3.
Presidents Programs – as relates to gender project – Are there more men than women presenters

4.  What do you think are current equity issues facing women librarians? [if any! -- we sure hope the candidates think there are some]
5.  What do you think should be ALA's role in addressing these issues?
VIII.  Monitoring Exhibits –  
VIII. Getting Ms. into libraries, as discussed with Ellie Smeal at ALA Annual 2007.

Stable journal

Monitor Ms. for articles that relate or mention libraries and send out links to libraries to lists and in the posting remind people that Ms. is a good resource for libraries.
Write to contacts as Ms. to let them now we are doing this
IX. Report from Amelia Bloomer Project:  See http://ftfinfo.wikispaces.com/Amelia+Bloomer+Project for more information.  Jenny Baltes is stepping down as chair and leaving the committee as is one other member.    2011 will be the tenth year of the list and maybe publish a monograph.
X. Meeting Schedules for next Midwinter and Annual – Ok with what we have done this last year.
XI. Programs for Annual 2008 and 2009 and sharing a table in exhibits with COSWL

Women Make Movies, Inc. – showcase some of their movies (maybe 2 films)  Diana Kane – Film Studies at UCLA (maybe do an introduction) – 

Think about having popcorn   

Title:  “Chicks make Flicks”

Last annual COSWL had a table in the exhibits to make COSWL more visible. There was a lot of foot traffic.  COSWL is planning to do this again for next annual in Anaheim. They would like to know if we would like to join them. COSWL can pay the entire cost but it would be nicer if the cost was shared.

The cost of a table is $1,000.  Maybe we can contribute.
      Would like to but do need to know the cost.  
2009 – Amelia Bloomer Breakfast – will hear later who the speakers will be
XII. Co-sponsor COSWL program at Annual 2008 – from ShinJoung Yeo:

COSWL is organizing a program on women as caregivers in Anaheim. The 


issues that we are trying to bring up resolve around the fact that the 


majority of women  still bear the burden of caregiver including elder 


care but few receive support from their workplaces. I think Ruth Rosen 


sums up pretty well in her Nation article 

(http://www.thenation.com/doc/20070312/rosen). We still need to finalize a few things but I'm wondering if FTF and WASS want to co-sponsor the program.  Eileen C. Boris from UCSB 


(http://www.womst.ucsb.edu/people/faculty/Boris/Boris.html) agreed to 

speak on the panel but I'm still looking for a library administrator who can talk about what has been done or not done at library workplace. So if you know any admin who can speak on this matter please let me know. Thanks. 

FTF will co-sponsor.  Ask on the list if anyone has an idea for an administrator.

XIII. Feminists Night Out at Annual 2008 – See if WSS wants to go in with us again.  Send out a message to the WSS list to see if there is someone in the area that can find us a place.
XIV. Contributing to COSWL’s blog, COSWL Cause
XV. Report from SRRT Action Council

XVI. FTF members and friends running for ALA Council

XVII. Other – There must be more
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