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from the
Editor
Sarah Flowers

W elcome to our Spring Awards issue. As I write this, a lot
of you are shoveling snow, but I am in California, where
my daffodils are blooming and my cherry tree has its first

blossoms, so it really does seem like spring!
In Boston at the ALA Midwinter Meeting in January, YALSA

announced the results of months of hard work by its committees. In
this issue of YALS, we are celebrating these eagerly awaited literary
awards and book and media lists.

For the first time, YALS is including reproducible copies of all
of the lists; I hope you find these useful. In addition, this issue
contains some fascinating articles about those various awards and
lists. Michael Cart, YALSA past president and chair of the task
force that established the Printz committee guidelines, shares some
thoughts on the first decade of Printz winners. Pam Spencer
Holley, YALSA past president and former chair of Best Books for
Young Adults, takes a look at the long history of Best Books for
Young Adults and explores some of the ways the committee and its
charge have changed over the years. Angela Carstensen, first chair
of YALSA’s newest award committee, the Excellence in Nonfiction
for Young Adults committee, shares some insights about what it
was like to work with a brand new award and about what a great
year it was for nonfiction. Nichole King, chair of Amazing
Audiobooks for Young Adults, tells how that committee made her
a “listener for life,” and Beth Saxton and Karen Brooks-Reese
discuss Popular Paperbacks for Young Adults and how you can
help in creating those lists.

Also in the issue, you can learn about some of the other
activities that are going on in YALSA. Angela Craig tells us about
the Diversity Task Force, and Kristin Heathcock gets us warmed
up for November’s YA Literature Symposium. This year’s theme
is Beyond Good Intentions: Diversity, Literature, and Teens

and you will not want to miss the opportunity to spend a few
days in sunny Albuquerque, so be sure to check www.ala.org/
yalitsymposium and sign up.

Registration for the symposium will be open by the time you
receive this issue. You never know: you might have an opportunity
to hobnob with some of next year’s YALSA award winners! YALS

Correction:

YALS mistakenly identified ALA Editions as an advertiser in its
last issue. The advertiser was ALA Graphics.
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from the
PresidentThe YALSA

Board in Action

A Case Study in Hard Work,
Strategic Thinking, Big Picture
Planning, and Risk-Taking

Y ou might not know, but being a
member of the YALSA Board of
Directors means a lot more than

showing up at meetings at the Midwinter
Meeting and Annual Conference. The
work of YALSA Board members requires
twelve months of dedication and includes
quite a bit of strategic thinking, big picture
planning, and risk-taking. The board’s
recent work on a proposal to change
policies and procedures for some YALSA-
selected lists and awards is a case in point.

Travel back in time with me to
August 2009. YALSA Board members had
returned from the Annual Conference to
their homes and workplaces. A few weeks
earlier, the YALSA Board, as a part of
their Annual Conference meeting,
discussed a selected lists proposal. It was a
controversial discussion with many
members in attendance worried about the
proposed disbanding of the Best Books for
Young Adults (BBYA) Committee and
list. The result of that discussion was a
motion to direct the YALSA Executive
Committee to determine next steps and
develop a plan to be brought to the full
board for discussion before Midwinter
Meeting 2010 in Boston.

During a summer conference call, the
Executive Committee (made up of the
President, President-Elect, Immediate Past

President, Fiscal Officer, Secretary, and
Executive Director, an ex-officio member)
talked a great deal about YALSA’s selected
lists. In the sixty-minute conversation, the
group went over some previous work
related to the topic and developed a plan
for what to do next.

The next step was to put together an
outline of what the Executive Committee
needed to consider during their regular fall
meetings in Chicago. This document
focused on possible actions to take, steps
already underway, and included a complete
transcript of feedback received at the
Annual Conference 2009 meeting during
the visitor comment session when the
Board discussed YALSA’s selected lists.

After reviewing the outline during
their fall meetings, the Executive
Committee decided it was time to develop
a new selected lists proposal, which would
take into account all of the feedback
received up to that point. Once the revision
was ready, YALSA board members would
discuss and provide feedback, insight, and
recommendations.

That is exactly what happened. In late
November, a revised proposal was posted
on the YALSA Board ALA Connect space.
Board members spent a couple of weeks
discussing various pieces of the proposal.
Discussions ranged from consideration of

what to include and not include in the re-
envisioned BBYA list, to what to call the
re-envisioned BBYA list, to how the
Excellence in Nonfiction Award
nomination publication process would
work, to whether or not the revised
proposal met the needs of members—both
those who spoke up at the Annual
Conference and those in the field who
might not have been able to attend the
Annual Conference.

Linda W. Braun

Questions about
YALSA’s Selected
Lists? How to Find
Answers
As with any major policy decision, many
members have questions about the
changes to YALSA’s selected lists. The
first place to look for answers is
www.ala.org/yalsa/booklists/faq, where
the YALSA Board of Directors has
provided guidance for the most
frequently asked questions. Still have a
concern? Contact us at yalsa@ala.org
with BBYA Question in the subject line.
YALSA frequently updates the FAQ to
answer new questions, and we’ll be happy
to answer you.

Spring 2010 | Young Adult Library Services | YALS 3



This board discussion was incredibly
active with board members chiming in on a
regular basis, playing devil’s advocate at
times, and asking good questions about
service to members and the purposes of the
changes proposed. Not all board members
agreed about everything that was proposed
and they made their concerns known. That
is what made for such a good discussion; it
was a give and take of agreement and
disagreement.

After the discussion, a revised
proposal integrating those ideas that were
agreed on by a majority of board members
was developed. The revised document is
what the YALSA Board discussed and
approved at Midwinter 2010 in Boston.

The process the board used for the
development of the selected lists proposal is
not something unique to that initiative.
The proposal that the board approved at
Midwinter 2010 on virtual committee
membership and participation went
through a similar process. After discussions
at 2009 Fall Executive Committee
meetings regarding recent ALA committee
membership policy changes, a conference
call meeting of the Board was held to
discuss the potential impact of these
changes on YALSA committees. After this
call, the board worked through their ALA
Connect space to discuss the pros and cons
of virtual membership and the types of
training needed for chairs and members to
participate virtually. These discussions led
to a proposal that was approved at
Midwinter 2010.

Between conferences, the YALSA
Board regularly engages in the type of work
described here. Board members also take
part in web-based training sessions. Once a
month, Board members meet in ALA
Connect chat space to talk about a topic
related to leadership and governance.
Board members also keep up with learning
about leadership and governance by
reading materials published by

4 YALS | Young Adult Library Services | Spring 2010
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organizations such as BoardSource and
Blue Avocado.

Not only do board members take part
in the activities discussed here, but when
not at meetings at Midwinter and Annual
Conferences, members regularly interact
with members and vendors and represent
YALSA at a variety of events. It is an
important job, and YALSA’s board
members do it extremely well.

All board meetings are open, and
YALSA members are welcome to attend.
When the agenda and supporting
documents are ready for Annual
Conference 2010, they will be posted on
the YALSA web site and an
announcement will be made on the
YALSA blog.

Informing members about what the
board is working on is something that I
take very seriously as president of YALSA.
As a matter of fact, as the Executive
Committee and board worked on the most
recent selected lists proposal, I wrote about
that topic eleven times on the YALSA blog
and in my monthly President’s Report.
There was at least one update a month and
in some months more than one update was
generated.

YALSA Board members are always
looking for the best ways to move the
Association forward while at the same time
serving members. It is not easy, and it takes
a lot of work, planning, risk-taking, and big
picture thinking . . . and time. It is enough
to make a membership proud. YALS
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D iversity in the 21st century is a
significant and challenging issue.
How can we support diversity in

our workplace, school systems, and public
avenues? Within a library setting, diversity
takes on a different element as organizations
attempt to diversify collections, staff, and
programs in response to the needs of their
patrons. Interestingly, the ALA “Diversity
Counts” initiative in 2006 discovered that,
while the population of America was
becoming more diverse, the library profession
was not.1 To combat this, in 2007 YALSA
launched its own YA Diversity Campaign,
which was implemented in 2008. Designed
to help retain and recruit more library

professionals from diverse backgrounds, this
campaign focused on representing the
diversity of YA patrons within a library
setting.2 That same year, the Diversity
Taskforce was created. Part of their
responsibilities included judging applicants
from diverse backgrounds for the awarding of
a YALSA Conference Scholarship to attend
ALA’s Annual Conference.

“Our taskforce officially began as a one-
year initiative in 2008 when YALSA
decided to become more diverse, with
Alexandra Tyle Annen from the Homer
Township Public Library serving as Chair,”
explained Alma Ramos-McDermott, current
chair of the Diversity Taskforce. In 2009,

the Diversity Taskforce was extended to
2011 in order to complete the taskforce
goals. Alma explained that the ultimate goal
of the Diversity Taskforce is to help diversify
YALSA’s membership as well as to provide
resources that will help librarians reach out
and diversify their teen populations.

Alma, who was a committee member
on the original taskforce and became chair
in February 2009, stressed the importance
of diversity within the library profession,
especially among staff who work with
teens. “The teens want, and really benefit
from, interacting with adults from diverse
backgrounds, which is why we need to
work on creating more diversity within
library staff,” Alma said.

The Diversity Taskforce will enter its
third year in 2010 and is focusing on the
second phase of YALSA’s Diversity
Campaign, which includes promoting the
Spectrum Scholarship, working with
YALSA editors and the blog manager to
write and publish information about the
taskforce; to create programming, readers’
advisory, and collection development
resources to assist library workers in serving
diverse teen populations; and to continue to
maintain the taskforce’s section of the
YALSA wiki Serving Diverse Teens @
Your Library, found at: http://wikis.ala.org/
yalsa/index.php/Serving_Diverse_Teens_
%40_Your_Library. The Taskforce has also
submitted a program proposal to Black
Caucus of ALA (BCALA) for their
upcoming 2010 conference.

Alma has a special connection to the
Spectrum Scholarship, which she was
awarded in 2006. ALA established the
Spectrum Scholarship in 1997 to address
the ‘issue of under-representation of critically
needed ethnic librarians within the
profession while serving as a model for ways
to bring attention to larger diversity issues in
the future.’3 Alma remembers the challenges
the Spectrum Scholarship faced at the
beginning of the initiative. “It was an uphill
battle to get the program going because there

Focus on Diversity
YALSA Diversity
Taskforce

By Angela Craig

feature
YALSA Perspectives

ANGELA CRAIG is a 2009MLIS graduate of the University of South
Carolina, Columbia, with a concentration in youth services and public
libraries. She is an activemember of YALSA, Association for Library
Service to Children (ALSC), and Public Library Association (PLA).
Currently she is amember of the Diversity Taskforce, the YA
Outreach to Teenswith Special Needs committee, and the Amazing
Audiobooks for Young Adults Committee. She recently accepted the
position of Library Location Supervisor at theMountain Island
Branch of the CharlotteMecklenburg Library (CML) system of
Charlotte, North Carolina. Previously shewas a library Outreach
Specialist with CML for three years. She lovesworkingwith all kinds
of patrons but feels teens are themost challenging and themost fun.
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were library professionals at the time that
felt that things were just fine and there was
no need for diversity,” she explained.

Alma and other taskforce members
feel it is important to let YALSA members
know about more ways they can help to
support the Spectrum Scholarship program
within YALSA, which is funded by the
Friends of YALSA. By participating in the
Spectrum Scholarship Program, YALSA
has helped open up its membership to
library staff with diverse cultural and ethnic
backgrounds, which, in turn, attracts teens
who might otherwise not be interested in
using the library. Jamie Young, from Drexel
University in Philadelphia, was awarded
YALSA’s first Spectrum Scholarship in
2008, while Cristina Mitra, from San Jose
State University, is YALSA’s 2009
Spectrum Scholar.

Alma, who is a library media specialist
at Pollard Middle School in Needham,

Massachusetts, feels it is also important to
promote diversity within library collections
because the library should always reflect its
users. “My school just enrolled new
students from Russia and Japan, so I will be
making sure to get some books that reflect
the Russian and Japanese perspective. I
want them to feel comfortable and to know
that, if they wanted to, they could come to
their school library and get books that talk
about their country. I want them to feel at
home in the library. I also want teachers to
be able to use materials I purchase to know
where these students are coming from, so
they can meet their needs in the classroom.”

And that, in essence, is the mission of
the Diversity Taskforce; to make young
adults of any background feel at home at
their library with the staff, collection, and
programs offered.

Interested in becoming involved with
the Diversity Taskforce? If you would like

to be considered, specify “Diversity
Taskforce” on your volunteer
application. Volunteer application forms
are located at: http://yalsa.ala.org/
forms/form.php YALS

References
1. ALA Office for Research & Statistics,

ALA Office for Diversity. “Diversity
Counts,” ALA, www.ala.org/ala/aboutala/
offices/diversity/diversitycounts/
divcounts.cfm.

2. YALSA Board of Directors,
“Confirmation of YA Diversity Campaign
Funds Item #7” (paper presented at ALA
Midwinter Meeting, Philadelphia, January
11-16, 2008).

3. Spectrum Scholarship Program, “About
the Spectrum Scholars,” ALA, http://
www.ala.org/ala/aboutala/offices/
diversity/spectrum/spectrum.cfm.

Spring 2010 | Young Adult Library Services | YALS 7

Craig



B eyond Good Intentions: Diversity,
Literature and Teens is the theme
of YALSA’s next Young Adult

Literature Symposium, which will place on
November 5-7, 2010, in Albuquerque, New
Mexico. The symposium features programs,
author talks, and receptions that focus on
literature for young adults. Attendees
include librarians, teachers, authors, and
others who are interested in the literature
that is written for teens and in better serving
teens through literature offerings. The
symposium is an especially good value for
those working with teens in a time of budget
cuts as it covers only a couple of days and
has an intense literature focus.

There will be a full-day preconference
on LGBTQ content in YA literature with
special half-day mini forums. For those
who will be arriving on Friday, there will be
three mini-forums, where attendees will
discuss teen readers’ advisory, literature for
urban teens, and fat acceptance in YA lit
over light refreshments.

Why Diversity?
Teens today are radically different than they
were in previous generations. They are diverse
in culture, ethnicity, religion, sexuality, body
image and size, and experience. Is the
literature written for teens today meeting their
needs? Are today’s teens motivating a radical
change in young adult literature? How are
they accessing “their” literature? These
questions, and more, will be explored and
discussed at the symposium.

History
The first Young Adult Literature Symposium
was in Nashville in 2008. It was a tremendous
success as librarians, teachers, and authors
came together to share their passion for the
genre. Attendees immersed themselves in
young adult literature, which was an
experience that many reported was the best
part of the conference. An especially popular
feature was the preconference session on

graphic novels and an author luncheon. Panels
covered everything from technology of reader’s
advisory to thrilling young adult readers to
booktalking. Attendees left the conference
inspired by the opportunity to meet and share
ideas with so many different YA librarians.

Learn More
The symposium program can be found
online at www.ala.org/yalitsymposium,
updates will appear on the YALSA blog, and
you can learn more and join the conversation
on the YA Literature Symposium Wiki or
the YA Lit Symposium Ning.

Where Is It?
The 2010 symposium programs will be held
at the Albuquerque Marriott. This hotel is
strategically located near two major shopping
centers in Uptown Albuquerque. ABQ
Uptown (http://www.abquptown.com) is a
new outdoor mall that has a variety of sit-
down dining options, as well as shopping and
a spa. Coronado Center (http://www.
coronadocenter.com) is an indoor mall with a
variety of fast-food dining options and
shopping. Both shopping centers are within a
5-15 minute walk from the symposium hotel.
Attendees might want to bring a light sweater
or jacket for these quick walks, as the weather
in Albuquerque is mild during the fall; average
November temperatures are 57�F/31�F with
an 87 percent chance of sunshine—so you
might want to bring your sunglasses, too!

In addition to attending the symposium,
there are plenty of things to do for fun in and
around Albuquerque. Hot air ballooning,
visiting museums and pueblos, and sampling
local cuisine are just a few of the fun and
interesting things in the area!

The symposium is supported in part
by the William C. Morris Endowment.

Early bird registration runs April 12
to September 10, with fees starting at $195
for YALSA members. Housing is $99 for a
double. Learn more at www.ala.org/
yalitsymposium. YALS

Beyond Good
Intentions
Explore Diversity at
YALSA’s YA Lit Symposium

By Kristin Heathcock
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KRISTINHEATHCOCK is the librarian at Hillsborough Community
College–Plant City Campus. She is amember of the YoungAdult
Literature SymposiumTaskforce and the OdysseyAward Committee.
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A s part of the ALA’s annual Youth
Media Awards at the Midwinter
Meeting, YALSA announced the

winners of its six literary awards, including
the Alex Awards, the Margaret A.
Edwards Award, the William C. Morris
Award, the brand new Excellence in
Nonfiction Award, the Odyssey Award,
and the Michael L. Printz Award. This
year’s announcement took place in Boston
on January 18.

In addition, YALSA announces its
recommended booklists each year during
the Midwinter Meeting. The booklists
include Amazing Audiobooks for Young
Adults, Best Books for Young Adults,
Fabulous Films for Young Adults, Great
Graphic Novels for Teens, Popular
Paperbacks for Young Adults, and Quick
Picks for Reluctant Young Adult
Readers. (See pages 14–24 for
reproducible versions of these booklists to
use in your library.)

Literary Awards
Alex Awards
The Alex Awards are given each year to
ten adult books with special appeal to
teens. Sponsored by the Margaret A.
Edwards Trust, the award is named for
Edwards, called “Alex” by her friends.
Edwards pioneered young adult library
services and worked for many years at the
Enoch Pratt Library in Baltimore.

The winners of the 2010 Alex
Awards are:

l The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind:
Creating Currents of Electricity and
Hope by William Kamkwamba and
Bryan Mealer, published by William
Morrow, an imprint of HarperCollins
Publishers

l The Bride’s Farewell by Meg Rosoff,
published by Viking Penguin, a
member of the Penguin Group

l Everything Matters! by Ron Currie, Jr.,
published by Viking Penguin, a
member of the Penguin Group

l The Good Soldiers by David Finkel,
published by Sarah Crichton Books, an
imprint of Farrar, Straus and Giroux

l The Kids Are All Right: A Memoir by
Diana Welch and Liz Welch with
Amanda Welch and Dan Welch,
published by Harmony Books, an
imprint of the Crown Publishing
Group, a division of Random House

l The Magicians by Lev Grossman,
published by Viking Penguin, a
member of the Penguin Group

l My Abandonment by Peter Rock,
published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt

l Soulless: An Alexia Tarabotti Novel by
Gail Carriger, published by Orbit, an
imprint of Hachette Book Group

l Stitches: A Memoir by David Small,
published by W.W. Norton and
Company

l Tunneling to the Center of the Earth by
Kevin Wilson, published by Harper
Perennial, an imprint of
HarperCollins

More details on the Alex Awards,
including annotations for the winners and

the official nomination list, are available at
www.ala.org/yalsa/booklists/alex.

Members of the 2010 Alex Awards
Committee are: Chair Sarah Hill, Paris
(Ill.) Cooperative High School; Lana
Adlawan, Brooklyn (N.Y.) Public Library;
Hope Baugh, Carmel Clay (Ind.) Public
Library, Carmel, Ind.; Beth Gallaway,
Information Goddess Consulting,
Hampton, N.H.; Liza Gilbert,
Community Library, Salem, Wis.; Jennifer
Hubert, Little Red School House and
Elizabeth Irwin High School, New York,
N.Y.; Karen Keys, Queens Library, New
York, N.Y.; Betsy Levine, San Francisco
Public Library; Ann Perrigo, Allegan
(Mich.) District Library; Meghan Cirrito,
administrative assistant, Queens Library,
New York, N.Y.; and Ian Chipman,
Booklist consultant, Chicago.

Margaret A. Edwards Award
The Margaret A. Edwards Award honors
an author and specific titles written by that
author for significant and lasting
contribution to young adult literature.
Sponsored by School Library Journal, this
award is also named for Edwards, whose
work, as documented in Fair Garden and

YALSA Announces
2010 Literary
Award Winners and
Selected Booklists

feature
Hot Spot: Awards
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the Swarm of Beasts, continues to inspire
librarians who work with teens.

The 2010 winner of the Margaret A.
Edwards Award is Jim Murphy for the
following titles:

l An American Plague: The True and
Terrifying Story of the Yellow Fever
Epidemic of 1793, published by Clarion
Books, an imprint of Houghton
Mifflin Harcourt

l Blizzard! The Storm That Changed
America, published by Scholastic
Press, an imprint of Scholastic

l The Great Fire, published by
Scholastic Press, an imprint of
Scholastic

l The Long Road to Gettysburg,
published by Clarion Books, an
imprint of Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt

l A Young Patriot: The American
Revolution as Experienced by One Boy,
published by Clarion Books, an
imprint of Houghton Mifflin Harcourt

More information on the Edwards
Award, and this year’s winner, can be
found at www.ala.org/yalsa/edwards.

Members of the 2010 Edwards
Committee are: Chair Maren C.
Ostergard, King County Library System,
Issaquah, Wash.; Roxy L. Ekstrom,
Schaumburg (Ill.) Township District
Library; Katherine H. Fitch, Rachel
Carson Middle School, Herndon, Va.;
Cathy Lichtman, Plymouth (Mich.)
District Library; and Mary Anne Nichols,
Kent State University School of Library
and Information Science, Kent, Ohio.

William C. Morris Award
The William C. Morris Award honors a
book by a previously unpublished author
writing for teens. The award is named for
William C. Morris, an influential innovator
in the publishing world and an advocate for

marketing books for children and young
adults. Bill was beloved in the publishing
field and the library profession for his
generosity and marvelous enthusiasm for
promoting literature for children and teens.

The 2010 Morris Award went to
Flash Burnout, written by L. K. Madigan
and published by Houghton Mifflin, an
imprint of Houghton Mifflin Harcourt.

In December 2009, the Morris Award
committee announced five finalists,
including the winning title. The other
finalists are:

l Ash by Malinda Lo, published by
Little, Brown Books for Young
Readers

l Beautiful Creatures by Kami Garcia and
Margaret Stohl, published by Little,
Brown Books for Young Readers

l The Everafter by Amy Huntley,
published by Balzer + Bray, an
imprint of HarperCollins Publishers

l Hold Still by Nina LaCour, published
by Dutton Children’s Books, a division
of Penguin Young Readers Group

For more information on the Morris
Award, please visit www.ala.org/yalsa/
morris.

Members of the 2010 William C.
Morris Award are: Chair Judy Nelson,
Pierce County Library System, Tacoma,
Wash.; Jeana Actkinson, Bridgeport
(Texas) High School; Joni Richards
Bodart, School of Library and Information
Science—San Jose (Calif.) State
University; Susan Fichtelberg, Public
Library of Woodbridge, N.J.; Angela
Frederick, Nashville (Tenn.) Public
Library; Clio Hathaway, Martin Memorial
Library, York, Pa.; Melanie Koss,
Northern Illinois University DeKalb, Ill.;
Anne Leon, Alvin Sherman Library–Nova
Southeastern University, Fort Lauderdale,
Fla.; Gail Zachariah, Keene (N.H.) Public
Library; David Durante, administrative
assistant, Pierce County Library System,

Graham, Wash.; and Booklist Consultant,
Ilene Cooper, Chicago.

Excellence in Nonfiction for
Young Adults Award
The YALSA Award for Excellence in
Nonfiction honors the best nonfiction
book published for young adults (ages 12–
18) during a November 1 to October 31
publishing year. 2010 marked the debut of
the Nonfiction Award.

The 2010 winner is Charles and
Emma: The Darwins’ Leap of Faith by
Deborah Heiligman, published by Henry
Holt Books for Young Readers, an imprint
of Macmillan Children’s Publishing Group.

In December 2009, the Nonfiction
Award committee selected five finalist
titles, including the winner. The other
finalists are:

l Almost Astronauts: Thirteen Women
Who Dared to Dream by Tanya Lee
Stone, published by Candlewick Press.

l Claudette Colvin: Twice Toward Justice
by Phillip Hoose, published by
Melanie Kroupa Books/Farrar Straus
Giroux, an imprint of Macmillan
Children’s Publishing Group

l The Great and Only Barnum: The
Tremendous, Stupendous Life of
Showman P. T. Barnum by Candace
Fleming, published by Schwartz and
Wade Books, an imprint of Random
House

l Written in Bone: Buried Lives of
Jamestown and Colonial Maryland by
Sally M. Walker, published by
Carolrhoda Books, an imprint of
Lerner Publishing Group.

For more information on the
Nonfiction Award, including annotations
and the official nominations list, please visit
www.ala.org/yalsa/nonfiction.

Members of the 2010 YALSA Award
for Excellence in Nonfiction for Young
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Adults award committee are: Chair Angela
Carstensen, Convent of the Sacred Heart,
New York; Sallie H. Barringer, Walnut
Hills High School, Cincinnati; Betsy J.
Fraser, Calgary (Alb.) Public Library,
Canada; Joyce K. Giuliani, Hayfield
Secondary School, Alexandria, Va.; Andy
Howe, Albuquerque (N.M.) Academy
Simms Library; Jami L. Jones, East Carolina
University, Greenville, N.C.; Tena
Litherland, Webb School of Knoxville,
Tenn.; Stephen L. Matthews, Foxcroft
School, Middleburg, Va.; Jody Sharp,
Baltimore County Public Library, Towson,
Md.; Judy Sasges, administrative assistant,
Sno-Isle Libraries, Marysville, Wash.; and
Daniel Kraus, Booklist consultant, Chicago.

Odyssey Award
The Odyssey Award honors the producer
of the best audiobook for children or young
adults available in English in the United
States. The award is coadministered with
the Association for Library Services to
Children (Assn. for Library Service to
Children [ALSC]).

The 2010 Odyssey Award went to
Live Oak Media for Louise, the Adventures
of a Chicken written by Kate DiCamillo
and narrated by Barbara Rosenblat.

The committee also chose three honor
recordings:

l In the Belly of the Bloodhound: Being an
Account of a Particularly Peculiar
Adventure in the Life of Jacky Faber
written by L. A. Meyer, narrated by
Katherine Kellgren, and produced by
Listen and Live Audio.

l Peace, Locomotion written by
Jacqueline Woodson, narrated by
Dion Graham, and produced by
Brilliance Audio.

l We Are the Ship: The Story of Negro
League Baseball written by Kadir
Nelson, narrated by Dion Graham,
and produced by Brilliance Audio.

For more information on the Odyssey
Award, including annotations, please visit
www.ala.org/yalsa/odyssey.

Members of the 2010 Odyssey Award
Committee are: Chair Sharon Grover,
Hedberg Public Library, Janesville, Wis.;
Necia Blundy, Marlborough (Mass.)
Public Library; Lee Catalano, Multnomah
County Library, Portland, Ore.; Diane
Marie Colson, Alachua County Library
District, Gainesville, Fla.; Shari Melisa
Fesko, Southfield (Mich.) Public Library–
David Stewart Memorial Library; Lizette
(Liz) Hannegan, Easton, Md.; Chrystal
Carr Jeter, Cleveland Public Library; Sarah
M. McCarville, Grand Rapids (Mich.)
Public Library; Denise Schmidt, San
Francisco Public Library; and Booklist
consultant Sue-Ellen Beauregard, Chicago.

Michael L. Printz Award
The Michael L. Printz Award annually
recognizes the best book written for teens. The
Printz Award is sponsored by Booklist and
named for Michael L. Printz, a Kansas school
librarian and longtime YALSA member.

The winner of the 2010 Printz Award
is Going Bovine by Libba Bray, published
by Delacorte Press, an imprint of Random
House Children’s Books, a division of
Random House. The Printz Award
celebrated its tenth anniversary this year.

The committee named four honor titles:

l Charles and Emma: The Darwins’ Leap
of Faith by Deborah Heiligman,
published by Henry Holt Books for
Young Readers, an imprint of
Macmillan Children’s Publishing Group

l The Monstrumologist by Rick Yancey,
published by Simon and Schuster Books
for Young Readers, an imprint of Simon
and Schuster Children’s Publishing

l Punkzilla by Adam Rapp, published by
Candlewick Press

l Tales of the Madman Underground: An
Historical Romance, 1973 by John

Barnes, published by Viking
Children’s Books, a division of
Penguin Young Reader’s Group

For more information on the Printz
Award, including annotations, please visit
www.ala.org/yalsa/printz.

Members of the 2010 Printz Award
Committee are: Chair Cheryl Karp Ward,
Broad Brook Connecticut Priscille Dando,
Robert E. Lee High School, Fairfax County
Public Schools, Va.; Sally Leahey, McArthur
Public Library, Biddeford, Me.; Angela
Leeper, University of Richmond, Va.; Teri
Lesesne, Sam Houston State University,
Huntsville, Texas; H. Jack Martin, New
York Public Library; Connie Mitchell,
Indianapolis; Ann Theis, Chesterfield (Va.)
County Library; Snow Wildsmith,
Mooresville, N.C.; John Sexton,
administrative assistant, Westchester Library
System, Tarrytown, N.Y.; and Gillian
Engberg, Booklist consultant, Chicago.

Booklists
Amazing Audiobooks for
Young Adults
The Amazing Audiobooks list for those
ages 12 to 18 is drawn from the previous 2
years of spoken-word releases and
presented annually at the ALA Midwinter
Meeting. The 2010 Amazing Audiobooks
features a wide range of recordings with 21
fiction titles representing diverse genres
and styles, including historical fiction,
fantasy, and realistic fiction.

To see the full list, visit www.ala.org/
yalsa/audiobooks or see the reproducible
on page 14.

Members of the Amazing Audiobooks
Committee are: Nichole King, Chair,
Morgan Hill (Calif.) Public Library; Betsy
Crone, Guilford County Schools,
Greensboro, N.C.; Viola Dyas, Oakland,
Calif.; Jennie A.D. Evans, Carrollton (Texas)
Public Library; Sasha Matthews, Chesapeake
(Va.) Public Library; Jamie Mayo, Kansas
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City (Mo.) Public Library; Rayma Norton,
King County (Wash.) Library System; Julia
Riley, Pflugerville (Texas) Community
Library; and Ellen Rix Spring, Rockland
(Me.) District Middle School.

Best Books for Young Adults
Through 2010, The Best Books for Young
Adults committee each year selected and
annotated a list of significant adult and
young adult books. The committee also
chose a list of top ten titles from the full
list. It is a general list of fiction and
nonfiction titles selected for their proven or
potential appeal to the personal reading
tastes of the young adult.

The top ten titles are:

l Brennan, Sarah Rees. Demon’s
Lexicon. Simon and Schuster
Children’s Publishing/Margaret K.
McElderry. 2009.

l Griffin, Paul. The Orange Houses.
Penguin/Dial Books. 2009.

l Herlong, M.H. The Great Wide Sea.
Penguin/Viking. 2008.

l Jinks, Catherine. The Reformed
Vampire Support Group. Harcourt/
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. 2009.

l Napoli, Donna Jo. Alligator Bayou.
Random House/Knopf. 2009.

l Small, David. Stitches: A Memoir.
W.W. Norton. 2009.

l Stead, Rebecca. When You Reach Me.
Random House/Wendy Lamb Books.
2009.

l Stork, Francisco X. Marcelo in the Real
World. Scholastic/Arthur A. Levine
Books. 2009.

l Taylor, Laini. Lips Touch: Three Times.
Scholastic/Arthur A. Levine. 2009.

l Walker, Sally M. Written in Bone:
Buried Lives of Jamestown and Colonial
Maryland. Lerner/Carolrhoda Books.
2009.
The full 2010 list contains 90 titles

drawn from 203 official nominations. To

see the full list, visit www.ala.org/yalsa/
booklists/bbya or see the reproducibles on
pages 15–16.

Members of the 2010 Best Books for
Young Adults Committee are: Summer
Hayes, Chair, King County Library System,
Foster Library, Tukwila, Wash.; Martha
Baden, Alice Boucher World Languages
Academy, Lafayette, La.; Teresa Brantley,
Salem Middle School, Apex, N.C.; Louise
Brueggemann, Morton West High School,
Forest Park, Ill.; Megan P. Fink, Charlotte
(N.C.) Country Day Middle School; Michael
Fleming, Pacific Cascade Freshman Campus
Library, Issaquah, Wash.; Rebecca Hunt,
Wayne State University School of Library
and Information Science, Detroit, Mich.;
Alissa Lauzon, Haverhill (Mass.) Public
Library; Rachel McDonald, King County
Library System, Auburn, Wash.; Diane
Roberts, St. Thomas High School Library,
Houston, Texas; Elsworth Rockefeller,
Martin Luther King Library, Washington,
D.C.; Terri S. Snethen, Blue Valley North
High School, Overland Park, Kans.; Rollie
Welch, Cleveland (Ohio) Public Library;
Cassie Wilson, Rowlett (Texas) Public
Library; Brook Young, Salt Lake City (Utah)
Public Library; Gillian Engberg, consultant,
Booklist, Chicago, Ill.; and Amanda Hirst,
administrative assistant, King County Public
Library, Redmond, Wash.

Fabulous Films for Young
Adults
Each year, the Fabulous Films for Young
Adults committee selects a list of films
around a theme that will appeal to young
adults in a variety of library settings. Titles
will be selected to appeal to young adults with
varied tastes and interests. The 2010 theme is
Outside In: Rebellion vs. Conformity.

The 2010 list includes 31 films, both
fiction and nonfiction, that reflect this
theme, displaying teens reacting to the
society around them and how they learn to
become who they are.

To see the full list, visit www.ala.org/
yalsa/fabfilms or see the reproducible on
page 17.

Members of the 2010 Fabulous Films
for Young Adults Committee are: Susan
Wray, Mid-Continent Public Library, Blue
Springs, Mo.; Lynn Piper Carpenter,
Birmingham (Ala.) Public Library; Susan
Conlon, Princeton (N.J.) Public Library;
Jane Halsall, McHenry (Ill.) Public
Library; Janet Hilbun, University of North
Texas College of Information, Denton;
Natalie Houston, Orange County Library
System, Orlando, Fla.; Melanie Metzger,
Lone Star College CyFair Branch, Cypress,
Texas; Sarah Sogigian, Metrowest
Massachusetts Regional Library System,
Waltham; Tina Zubak, Carnegie Library
of Pittsburgh, Pa.; and Adrienne Butler,
Oklahoma Department of Libraries,
Oklahoma City.

Great Graphic Novels for
Teens
Great Graphic Novels for Teens is a list of
recommended graphic novels and
illustrated nonfiction for those ages 12 to
18. The 2010 list contains 73 titles, drawn
from 127 official nominations, that meet
the criteria of both good-quality literature
and appealing reading for teens.

The committee also selected a top
ten list:

l Hardison, Jim and Bart Sears. The
Helm. Dark Horse.

l Igarashi, Daisuke. Children of the Sea,
vol 1. VIZ Media.

l Jensen, Van and Dusty Higgins.
Pinocchio: Vampire Slayer. SLG
Publishing.

l Kelly, Joe and J.M. Ken Nimura. I Kill
Giants. Image.

l Lethem, Jonathan and Farel Dalrymple.
Omega the Unknown. Marvel.

l Love, Jeremy. Bayou, vol 1. District of
Columbia Comics/Zuda.
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l Neufeld, Josh. A.D.: New Orleans after
the Deluge. Pantheon Books.

l Siddell, Tom. Gunnerkrigg Court, vol
1: Orientation. Archaia Studios Press.

l Urasawa, Naoki and Takashi
Nagasaki. Pluto. VIZ Media.

l Yoshinaga, Fumi. Ooku: The Inner
Chambers, vol 1. VIZ Media.

To see the full list, please visit
www.ala.org/yalsa/ggnt or see the
reproducibles on pages 18–19.

Members of the 2010 Great Graphic
Novels for Teens Committee are Eva
Volin, Chair, Alameda (Calif.) Free
Library; Marea Black, Burton Barr Central
Library, Phoenix, Ariz.; Lisa Goldstein,
Brooklyn, N.Y.; Jesse Karp, Little Red
School House/Elisabeth Irwin High
School, New York; Candice Mack, Encino
Tarzana (Calif.) Public Library; Barbara
Moon, Suffolk Coop Library System,
Bellport, N.Y.; Kimberly Paone, Elizabeth
(N.J.) Public Library; Michael Pawuk,
Cuyahoga County Public Library,
Brooklyn, Ohio; Jessica Smith, Bend
(Ore.) Senior High School; Christian
Zabriskie, Brooklyn, N.Y.; Dorcas Wong,
San Francisco, Calif.; and Ian Chipman,
consultant, Booklist, Chicago, Ill.

Popular Paperbacks for
Young Adults
Each year, the Popular Paperbacks committee
creates lists of books to encourage young
adults to read for pleasure. The lists of
popular or topical titles are widely available in
paperback and represent a broad variety of
accessible themes and genres. This year’s list of
88 titles, drawn from 165 official nominations,
represents the following themes:

l Bodies: They come in all shapes, sizes,
and abilities . . . love it or hate it, you
only have one body.

l Change Your World: You say you
want a revolution? Teens, take the

world into your hands with books
about politics, environmentalism, and
activism. The revolution starts now.

l Hard Knock Life: Sometimes the odds
are stacked against you. What do you
do when life knocks you down?

l Twists on the Tale: The times may
change, but the tales remain eternal.
Classic literature and folktales are
given a makeover in these retellings.

To see the full list, please visit
www.ala.org/yalsa/booklists/poppaper or
see the reproducible on pages 20–21.

Members of the 2010 Popular
Paperbacks for Young Adults Committee
are: Elizabeth Saxton, Chair, Cleveland
(Ohio) Public Library; Teresa Allen,
Colorado State Library, Denver; Kay
Bowes, Brandywine Hundred Library,
Wilmington, De.; Karen Brooks-Reese,
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, Pa.;
Valerie Davis, Campbell County Public
Library, Newport, Ky.; Franklin Escobedo,
Oceanside (Calif.) Public Library; Megan
Honig, New York Public Library; Jennifer
Korn, Public Library of Cincinnati and
Hamilton County, Ohio; Renee C.
McGrath, Nassau Library System,
Uniondale, N.Y.; Morgan McMillian, Lake
Travis Community Library, Austin, Texas;
Elizabeth Schneider, Moorpark City
Library, Calif.; Melanie Wachsmann, Lone
Star College Cyfair Branch, Cypress,
Texas; and Shauna Yusko, Evergreen
Junior High, Redmond, Wash.

Quick Picks for Reluctant
Young Adult Readers
This list annually compiles recommended
titles for young adults who, for whatever
reason, do not like to read. The 2010 list
includes 101 titles, both nonfiction and
fiction, from a variety of genres, including
biography, pop culture, fantasy, street
literature, and more.

The committee selected a top ten list:

l Blackshaw, Ric and Farrelly, Liz. Street
Art Book: Sixty Artists in Their Own
Words. HarperCollins.

l Brown, Marvelyn. The Naked Truth:
Young, Beautiful and (HIV) Positive.
Amistad.

l Elkeles, Simone. Perfect Chemistry.
Walker Books.

l Knowles, Jo. Jumping Off Swings.
Candlewick Press.

l Myers, Walter Dean. Dope Sick.
Amistad.

l Regan, Sally. The Vampire Book. DK
Books.

l Smith, Alexander Gordon. Lockdown:
Escape from Furnace. Farrar, Straus
and Giroux. Fagerstrom, Derek and
Smith, Lauren. Show Me How: 500
Things You Should Know: Instructions
for Life From the Everyday to the Exotic.
Collins Design.

l Von D, Kat. High Voltage Tattoo.
HarperCollins.

l Willin, Melvyn. Paranormal Caught on
Film. David and Charles.

To see the full list, please visit
www.ala.org/yalsa/booklists/quickpicks or
see the reproducible on pages 22–24.

Members of the 2010 Quick Picks
for Reluctant Young Adult Readers
Committee are: Amy Cheney, Chair,
Alameda County Juvenile Hall Library,
San Leandro, Calif.; Susan Hawk,
Dunwoody (Ga.) High School.; Diana
Tixier Herald, Mesa County Valley
School District #51, Grand Junction,
Colo.; Lisa Lindsay, Fresno County
Public Library, Calif.; Joy Millam,
Valencia High School, Placentia, Calif.;
Diane Monnier, Tucson, Ariz.; Lalitha
Nataraj, Chula Vista (Calif.) Public
Library; Anne Rouyer, The New York
Public Library; Christopher Shoemaker,
The New York Public Library; and
Heather Gruenthal, administrative
assistant, Western High School,
Anaheim, Calif. YALS
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T hree years ago, I was thinking
about getting involved in a
professional association. Being a

teen librarian, YALSA was my first and
obvious choice. I promptly went to the
YALSA web site, filled out a form, and
anxiously waited for any word. When a few
months later I was asked to be part of the
Amazing Audiobooks for Young Adults
(AAYA) committee, I was delighted and
ready to get to work. This was the
beginning of a very interesting journey in
the realm of the spoken word, one that I
was sad to see end this past year when my
term was up.

I was not an avid audiobook listener
before being asked to be on the AAYA
committee. I listened here and there, but I
was an avid reader of teen fiction
nonetheless. When the audiobooks
started to come to me at my library, I was
just shocked at the volume. Some days
there would be three or four boxes at my
desk; to say it was awe-inspiring would be
an understatement. As titles were
assigned and the listening began, it was
almost as if all of that fear and
apprehension flew away. There was a
certain comfort in listening. The part of
my brain that needed to be retrained was
listening with a critical ear, putting aside
all my thoughts like “that is such a great
story” and “what a fun read,” replacing
them with thoughtful questions like
“what does the reader bring to the story?”
and “does this audiobook enhance the
story?” This switch in my listening style
was the most difficult, and switching back
recently was much easier.

After the first two years on the
AAYA committee, I was asked to chair the
committee. At this point, I was a seasoned
veteran; I was very familiar with how the
committee worked most efficiently. What I
did not count on was having six new
members. The retraining of listening
techniques and the ins and outs of the
committee took time for all of us. After a

few months, we definitely got into the
swing of things and I am very happy and
proud of the list we came up with at this
past Midwinter Meeting in Boston.

When I was asked to be chair, I had
also found out around the same time that I
was pregnant. While I knew it would be
challenging to be pregnant and chair the
AAYA Committee at the same time,
listening to audiobooks had become such
an important part of my life that it led to a
stern reluctance to give it up. Some
highlights of being pregnant and chairing
the AAYA Committee include traveling to
the ALA Annual Conference in Chicago
during the summer while thirty-two weeks
pregnant, listening to audiobooks and
feeling my son move when I laughed or
cried, and telling my husband not to forget
my iPod after my water broke and we were
on our way to the hospital. It was very
important for me to keep up with my
listening. Overall, these past three years
have been challenging, incredibly fulfilling,
and so rewarding. I met so many people
who are as passionate about audiobooks as

I now am, and all the committee members
have formed a bond I do not think can be
matched. I am a listener for life. Now my
ambition is to make as many people
listeners for life as possible, adults and
teens alike.

While I was on the AAYA
Committee, colleagues would often ask me
questions about audiobooks for teens.
Why should I have them in my collection?
What should I do with the audiobooks
once I get them? They are so expensive,
how can I afford them? How can I ensure
that teens check them out too, not just
adults? My experience on the AAYA
Committee has helped me form some
guidelines that I think will enhance any
teen audiobook collection regardless of
scope or size.

Collection Guidelines
for Audiobooks
Put the audiobooks where the teens are.
This is so important because regularly I
find that teens stumble onto audiobooks,

Listener for Life
By Nichole King
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NICHOLE KING is the Teen and Adult Services Librarian at Morgan
Hill Library, a part of the Santa Clara County Library System. She
served on the Amazing Audiobooks for Young Adults Committee
for 2 years before serving as Chair for the 2009–2010 year. She
currently lives in San Jose, Calif., with her husband, newborn son,
and two dogs.
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not actively look for them. Having their
own space in the teen area or interfiling
them with the teen fiction are two ways to
make them accessible to teens. Interfiling
them in the adult collection will only make
them much more difficult for teens to
discover. Teen spaces are small and
sometimes hidden; if your teen space does
not have the luxury of large square footage,
periodically do an audiobook display. Just
making teens aware that there are
audiobooks in the library just for them will
pique interest.

If you do not have a lot of money, buy
very popular titles and classics. Popular
titles will always have an audience.
Sometimes the book version may have
hundreds of holds, but the audiobook
version is sitting right there on the shelf
and a teen will pick it up. Teens constantly

have to read classics for school; having a
good core collection in audiobook format
will introduce them to the medium and
hopefully foster an interest that will go
beyond classics.

Explore other forms of audiobooks
like Playaways or ebooks. Playaways are
attractive to teens, portable, and
convenient. E-audiobooks are great if you
do not have space. Having a designated
place on your web site will ensure that they
are visible to teens.

Displays and
ProgrammingWith
Audiobooks
Why stop at books for teen displays? Use
audiobooks in addition to books to create
awareness and exposure to audiobooks. By

pairing the print book with the
audiobook, reluctant readers will be
encouraged to pick them up. Displaying
audiobooks in the summer for road trips is
a great way to get them in teens’ hands
and eventually their ears.

Programming with audiobooks is
comparable to programming with books.
One idea is to have an audiobook book
club. First choose an engaging title; look
to YALSA booklists and award winners
for inspiration. Then, make sure there are
a few titles for check out, but this is not
necessary. Schedule the program weekly,
and at each session, listen to a chapter or
track of the audiobook and then discuss
what happened. Be sure to discuss the
different aspects of the audiobook version.
Some possible questions could be: How
did you like the reader? What is the
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difference between reading a book and
listening to a book? The anticipation of
listening to the next part of the book will
keep them coming.

Take a trip to a recording studio or
schedule a reader just like an author visit.
It really is fascinating how a book gets
transformed into the audio version,
especially if it is full cast. Teens will
appreciate all the hard work that goes into
each production.

Marketing Your
Audiobook Collection
Showcase your audiobook collection on
your web site with a list of what has
recently been ordered or links to teen titles
available as ebooks. Do not hide this deep
on your web site; put it front and center so
teens are forced to notice. Create booklists
with award winning titles; use the annual
AAYA list as a way to showcase the best
of the best. YALS
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H istory was made on January 17,
2000, when the first-ever winner
of the Michael L. Printz Award

was announced, along with three honor
titles. Together these four books
exemplified the newly literary, sometimes
experimental, and increasingly diverse
character of young adult literature, which
the award had been created to recognize.
Consider the following:

Walter Dean Meyer’s Monster, winner of
the first Printz, is the story of African
American teenager Steve Harmon, who is on
trial for his life. Originally conceived by Myers
as a screenplay, the resulting novel is told in
two different but interrelated dramatic forms:
the first is, in fact, a screenplay, written by the
teen himself; the second is his journal (printed
on gray paper and set in a “handwritten” font)
in which he records the visceral reality of his
interior life and emotional responses.

Reflecting the increasingly visual
context of the Web-ridden lives of today’s
teens, the book also includes a number of
black and white, often digitally
manipulated, photographs. The work of
Meyers’ gifted artist son, Christopher,
these photographs further ratchet up
reader interest and engagement.

Though notable for its innovations,
Monster is also very much of its time,
rooted in adult America’s abiding fear and
distrust of teenagers, especially those of
color. The title of the book is, in fact, a
reference to the prosecuting attorney’s
reference to Steve as being—yes—a
“monster.”

Two of the three Printz honor
books—Ellen Wittlinger’s Hard Love and
Laurie Halse Anderson’s Speak—are also
notable for having innovative formats and
structures.

The former features the inclusion of
pages from teen zines (those self-designed,
self-written, self-published magazines that
captivated teen energies and imaginations
in the late 1990s), along with such other
textual anomalies as handwritten letters,
poems, and pages from journals.

The latter is notable, too, for its
nontraditional form. Avoiding the
customary structure of chapters, Anderson
instead divides her novel into four sections
that reflect a school year’s traditional
grading periods. The story is then
presented in a series of short scenes told in
the first person voice of protagonist (and
outcast) Melinda, who brings a sense of
imperative action to her almost cinematic
accounts by using the present tense and
introducing scenes with headings (“Hard
Labor,” “Death by Algebra,” “Lunch
Doom,” and so on) that may recall title
cards from silent films.

Though more traditional in structure,
David Almond’s Skellig, the third honor
title, is a departure in two other senses.
First published in England, it evidences
that born-in-the-USA young adult
literature was becoming an increasingly
global phenomenon. Second, the novel is a
metaphysical exercise in ambiguity,
raising—but never resolving—the central
question of title character Skellig’s identity.
A staple of literary fiction, ambiguity had
been largely absent from young adult
literature but is an essential constituent of
both Skellig and Monster (the question of
Steve’s guilt is essentially left to the reader
to adjudicate) and its use was another
herald of the coming-of-age of young adult
literature. In this context, it should be
added that Hard Love represents the
maturation, too, of fiction addressing gay
and lesbian issues and experiences. Its
protagonist, John, falls in love with an out
lesbian named Marisol but the bittersweet
reality remains that—though the two
appealing teens are kindred spirits—
Marisol is not emotionally equipped to
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reciprocate John’s tender feelings and, at
the book’s end, the two part.

In the decade that has passed since the
publication of these four landmark titles, a
total of nine other Printz Award and
thirty-four honor titles have been awarded.
[Editor’s note: This article was written
before the 2010 awards were announced.]
Have they maintained the literary quality
and the exciting variety of form and genre
represented by the inaugural list? To find
out, we need to quickly review the spirit of
the Printz Award and the many trends and
innovations that have enriched young adult
literature in the wake of its creation.

The essential thing to remember about
the Printz is that when we say it honors the
best YA book of the year, “best” is defined
solely in terms of literary merit. Potential
popularity, though always important in
assessing YA books, is not a factor.

As a result, not every choice has been a
universally popular one with librarians
concerned about interest or accessibility to
teen readers. And yet, as the following list of
winners shows, these books are not only
timely in speaking with relevance to the lives
of their contemporary adolescent readers
but also are timeless in the universality of
their art and in their ability to expand the
meaning of the word “excellence” when
applied to young adult literature. Consider
the roster of Printz winners:

l 2000: Monster by Walter Dean Myers
l 2001: Kit’s Wilderness by David Almond
l 2002: A Step from Heaven by An Na
l 2003: Postcards from No Man’s Land

by Aidan Chambers
l 2004: The First Part Last by Angela

Johnson
l 2005: How I Live Now by Meg Rosoff
l 2006: Looking for Alaska by John

Green
l 2007: American Born Chinese by Gene

Luen Yang
l 2008: The White Darkness by

Geraldine McCaughrean

l 2009: Jellicoe Road by Melina
Marchetta

l 2010: Going Bovine by Libba Bray

No matter how diverse they may be,
what all these titles have in common is
richness of character, an attribute that
separates literary from popular fiction, in
which character often takes a back seat to
plot. This is not to say these Printz Award
books are thinly or awkwardly plotted or do
not have reader-involving stories to tell. They
do, all of them. But story in these books is
always in service to character. And while the
actions of the characters may often contain an
element of ambiguity, they are never arbitrary
or dictated by the needs of a formula or a plot
device. It is because they feature such fully
formed, beautifully realized, multidimensional
characters that these books will endure, just
as the human spirit will endure.

In addition to this life-affirming
commonality, all of these books are further
distinguished by their diversity, which is
emblematic of the wonderful welter of
innovations and trends that—since the late
1990s—have been redefining the meaning
of “young adult literature.”

Many of these were recognized when
the award was designed with the stipulation
that the Printz could go not only to fiction
but also to nonfiction (including poetry), to
short story collections, to anthologies, to
works of joint authorship, to graphic works,
and to the authors of books first published
in other countries.

And so they have! Note, for starters,
that fully half of the ten winners to date
were first published outside the United
States (Kit’s Wilderness, Postcards from No
Man’s Land, How I Live Now, The White
Darkness in England, and Jellicoe Road in
Australia). And one-third (twelve) of the
thirty-seven honor titles also originated in
other countries!

What else? Well, American Born
Chinese is the first graphic novel to win the
Printz and augurs well for the continued

esthetic growth of a form that was once
dismissed, sniffily, as “just comics.”

That three winners—Looking for Alaska,
How I Live Now, and A Step from Heaven—
and one honor title—Terry Trueman’s Stuck
in Neutral—are first novels also evidences the
field’s attraction of powerful new voices (as
does the recent establishment of YALSA’s
William C. Morris Debut Award; whether
that award will discourage future Printz
committees from considering first works
remains to be seen).

In the case of several of these books
the task force that designed the Printz
proved almost prescient when it noted in
the Criteria section of its Policy statement,
“Controversy is not something to avoid. In
fact, we want a book that readers will talk
about.” Three of the Printz winners have
been particularly notable for exciting
controversy and discussion: Postcards from
No Man’s Land, How I Live Now, and
Looking for Alaska all have sparked visceral
reactions from some readers (and
reviewers) for their inclusion of sexual
content. In the case of Postcards from No
Man’s Land, it was the homosexuality of
several characters and the ambiguous
sexuality of the protagonist; with How I
Live Now it was the inclusion of a sexual
relationship between two young cousins
that was regarded by many as incestuous;
and with Looking for Alaska the grumbles
revolved around a scene involving oral sex
(and others involving teenage drinking and
smoking—lots of smoking!).

Equally—if not more—controversial has
been the regular appearance, in discussion, of
another “C” word that was invoked—and
invited—by the task force: “complexity.”
Many observers have charged that the
complexity of plots and characterizations in
such winning titles as Jellicoe Road, The White
Darkness, Postcards from No Man’s Land, and
Kit’s Wilderness have made them uninviting
or inaccessible to teen readers.

“In particular,” Sarah Cornish and
Patrick Jones wrote, “the buzz about
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several 2001 winners was that while they
might be great literature, they would be a
hard sell to many young adults.”1

The title that has most often excited
this objection is not a Printz winner,
however, but a Printz honor title: M. T.
Anderson’s epic novel Octavian Nothing:
Traitor to the Nation. Published in two
volumes so far (each of which received an
honor), this ambitious historical novel of
the American Revolution as seen through
the eyes of a sixteen-year-old slave has been
much criticized (another “c” word) not only
for the complexity of its plot, structure, and
theme but also for the elaborate 18th
century voice Anderson created for his
first-person protagonist. Some (myself
included) find such criticism particularly
egregious in its wholesale discounting of
the abilities of its intended audience of
readers.

Anderson himself has addressed this
issue: “I think people don’t always give
teens credit for how well they read,” he told
an interviewer in 2008, “I think kids are
excited by language, and they’ve not always
been given credit for that.”2

The fact that Octavian was a slave
invites another consideration. While I’ve
been praising Printz winners and honor
titles for their “diversity,” how many of
them have acknowledged persons of color
or those having a different ethnic, cultural,
or religious background? The answer—like
so many of the Printz books—is a bit
complicated. Yes, four of the ten Printz
winners have recognized such diversity: the
protagonists of two—Monster and First
Part Last—are African Americans; the
protagonists of the other two are
respectively Chinese American (American
Born Chinese) and Korean American (A
Step from Heaven). However, of the thirty-
seven honor titles a scant seven include
characters of color, and these are limited to
African Americans. In fact, in both
categories—winner and honor—no other
racial or ethnic minorities are represented.

This would be even sadder if it were not
for the fact that the entire field of books for
young readers remains distinguished by its
lack of such characters. There is not
enough space here to explore this further
but I would urge readers to visit the Web
site of the Cooperative Children’s Book
Center for more detailed statistics and
information (www.education.wisc.edu/
ccbc).

In addition to the two volumes of
Octavian Nothing, the Printz committees
have named an additional thirty-five honor
titles, many of which are also notably
sophisticated in their use of language, their
structure, and their thematic content.
Among these are Margo Lanagan’s Tender
Morsels (2009), Sonya Hartnett’s Surrender
and Markus Zusak’s The Book Thief (both
2007), Jennifer Donnelley’s A Northern Light
(2004), and Chris Lynch’s Freewill (2002).

Still other of the honor titles evidence
new trends, including the emergence of
increasingly literary genre fiction, especially
speculative fiction, which has been
distinguished by one winner (How I Live
Now)—or two, if you include Kit’s
Wilderness in this category—and at least
nine honor titles representing—to a greater
or lesser degree—fantasy, science fiction,
horror, and magical realism.

Historical fiction (presuming you
categorize this as genre fiction and many
do) has also done well with one winner—
Postcards from No Man’s Land—and four
honors or five if you include The Book
Thief, though that might also be regarded
as involving magical realism (when’s the
last time you read a novel narrated by
Death?).

As for mystery and romance, they’ve
been represented by one honor each.

The category of nonfiction claims two
honor titles (e.g., Jack Gantos’ compelling
memoir Hole in My Life and Elizabeth
Partridge’s ambitious biography of John
Lennon, All I Want Is Truth). That said,
there are many who feel that—given the

extraordinary renaissance of artful nonfiction
in the last decade—this category has been
notably under-represented. And it may well
continue to be with the creation of YALSA’s
new Excellence in Nonfiction Award. As
with the Morris Award, only time will tell
. . . in the meantime, let’s not forget that
nonfiction is an art form, a fact that seems to
have gone overlooked for far too long!

Also in evidence—but barely—is the
renaissance of the short story with an
honor going to Australian author Margo
Lanagan’s breathtakingly good single-
author collection Black Juice (2006).
Another literary form—poetry—has fared
much better with honors going to Your
Own Sylvia by Stephanie Hemphill
(2008), A Wreath for Emmett Till by
Marilyn Nelson (2006), Keesha’s House by
Helen Frost (2004), which is also a first
novel in verse, by the way, and Heart to
Heart, a poetry anthology edited by Jan
Greenberg (2002)—so far, the only
anthology of any sort to be recognized.
True Believer by Virginia Euwer Wolff
also received an honor (2002), but while
many regard this—and the other volumes
in her Make Lemonade cycle—as being
novels in verse, the author disagrees,
saying, instead, that she writes prose in the
form of stanzas (you say “toma-to”; I say
“tow-mah-to” . . .).

ButWill They Read It?
Despite the Printz Award’s success in
recognizing and encouraging literary
excellence while also serving as a bellwether
for exciting new trends in YA literature,
the prize—as noted above—has not been
without its critics. It was dealt something
of an implicit rebuff at the 2005 YALSA
Best of the Best preconference, in fact. The
127 conferees were charged with selecting
the best of the best YA books published in
the decade between 1994 and 2003. And
yet not only were three of the five Printz
winners from that period (Kit’s Wilderness,
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Postcards from No Man’s Land, and A Step
from Heaven) excluded so also were ten of
the eighteen honor titles.

And Printz winners have fared little
better in another de facto “best of the best”
ranking: YALSA’s annual BBYA Top Ten
list. Long a part of the process of selecting
the Best Books for Young Adults (BBYA)
list, the top ten are also chosen by the BBYA
committee. Once their master list has been
selected, each member then votes for his or
her personal top ten books from it. The
ballots are then tabulated and the books
receiving the most votes constitute the top
ten for that year. To date (i.e., through
2009) only four of the ten Printz winners
and twelve of the thirty-seven honor titles
have made this list. Though it (and its
parent BBYA list) are supposed to represent
a balance of literary quality and reader
popularity, it would seem that the scales
have definitely been tilted in the direction of

popularity—or at least participating
librarians’ notion of what will be popular
with teens (though, to be fair, teen input is
solicited throughout the BBYA selection
process). The longstanding dialectic between
popularity and literary merit will probably
never be resolved and such debate can be a
healthy and intellectually stimulating
process. Nevertheless, when one is talking
about selecting “best” books, I would argue
that popularity alone is no measure of merit.
If it were, the Printz would automatically be
awarded to Stephenie Meyer each year and
there would be no need for discussion. Nor
is it enough simply to toss an esthetically
noteworthy and intellectually challenging
title into a New Book Bin and expect it to
sell itself. After all, one reason adult
gatekeepers—librarians and teachers—are
involved with young adult literature is to
bring their maturity of judgment and their
greater experience of reading to the process

of putting teens and excellent books
together. And sometimes this means fast
talking and strenuous selling but surely a
successful “sale” is worth the labor, no
matter how Herculean?

Or am I being . . . controversial? YALS
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C hanges were recently made to the
selection criteria for the Best
Books for Young Adults

Committee, yet these were not the first
changes made in the list’s seventy-year
history. As with all changes, there have
been mixed reactions, but what prompted
this vocal outcry? Is it because of the term
Best in the committee name? Did this
committee have more prestige than other
YALSA selection and award committees?
Or is it simply the longevity of this

selection list? Do members even know the
many transformations this list has
undergone before becoming Best Books for
Young Adults? Have those older lists been
examined to determine how they reflected
teen interests? These were my thoughts as
I reviewed the recent changes made to the
charge of the former Best Books for Young
Adults Committee (BBYA).

In 2006, in keeping with her
presidential theme of “Still Reading After
All These Years,” Judy Nelson brought up

the idea of establishing a task force to
examine the purpose of the various award
and selection committees to the YALSA
board of directors. In recent years there
had been post-conference reports from
BBYA chairs citing the increasing reading
load because of the increase in young adult
titles published, which resulted in little
time for evaluative reading. This reading
load led to unheard-of resignations by
BBYA committee members who could not
keep up. There was also the impact of an
increasing number of selection and award
committees. Some of these issues could be
controlled by YALSA as term lengths for
selection committee members could be
altered and replacements could be
appointed for members who resigned,
though that had a domino effect on other
committees. However, there is no way to
control the increasing number of young
adult titles being published or changes in
teen interests, which in turn impacts
reading interests. So these were some of
the situations facing the YALSA Board
and the Selection Committee Taskforce. In
order to understand any of this, it’s
important to take a look at the beginning,
and subsequent changes, in the “Best”
selection committees.

The Beginnings
of a Best List
Let’s turn our attention to 1930 when the
first list of “Books for Young People” came
out in the July 31st issue of Booklist. The
committee was made up of five members of
the Book subcommittee of the School
Libraries Section of ALA and consisted of
librarians representing one public library,
three school libraries, and one college
library. High school students were the
intended audience, and adult titles formed
the bulk of the final list of thirty new titles
and six new editions of familiar works. Few
books were written expressly for teens at
that time, so adult titles such as Edna
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Ferber’s Cimarron, the autobiography Lone
Cowboy by Will James, America’s Story as
Told in Postage Stamps by E.M. Allen, and
The Deepening Stream by D.F. (Canfield)
Fisher were on the list. The additional new
editions included Chaucer’s Canterbury
Tales, Collected Poems by Robert Frost, and
Herman Melville’s Moby Dick.

Over the next fifteen years, this
committee experienced many changes, and
in 1932 it did not even offer a list. From
1930 to 1935, ALA’s School Libraries
Section served as sponsor for the
committee, while in 1936 responsibility
transferred to ALA’s Board on Library
Service to Children and Youth in Public
Libraries, and from 1937 to 1945, the
Young People’s Reading Round Table
developed the list. During this time, some
felt that school librarians would include
books with too much of a textbook feel,
whereas public librarians would put the
emphasis on recreational reading, and for a
while there was little representation by
school librarians on any of the various
“best” committees.

By 1945 school librarians had
returned to the committee and both school
and public librarians were poised to select
titles for recreational reading. From 1945
to 1950, the Booklist Committee of the
Division of Libraries for Children and
Young People selected the titles. However,
in 1950 the book selection committee
switched back to public librarians only as
the Booklist Committee of the Association
of Young People’s Librarians took the helm
of book selection for young people. Over a
span of twenty years, the committee
makeup went back and forth as school
librarians were added, deleted, added, and
deleted again. Now that’s something worth
complaining about.

In 1957 the Association of Young
People’s Librarians was split into the
Children’s Library Association and the
Young Adult Services Division (YASD),
and YASD was charged with selecting the

“best books” for teens. From 1958 to 1960,
the Book Selection Committee of YASD
was in charge, which was followed by the
Committee on the Selection of Books and
Other Materials, until 1966 when the Best
Books for Young Adults Committee was
named. BBYA remained under the
umbrella of YASD until 1992 when the
division had a name change to YALSA. By
2010, the list had been in existence for
seventy years and under the umbrella of
YASD/YALSA for fifty-three years.

During those fifty-three years, records
reveal that at least four taskforces were
named to tweak BBYA’s procedures. The
1989 taskforce, called the BBYA Policies
and Procedures Taskforce, held an open
forum at the 1990 ALA Annual meeting to
“get input on changes which need to be
made in the operating procedures of the
YASD BBYA Committee.” Some of the
concerns considered, and to which input
was sought, included: qualifications and role
of the chair, voting or nonvoting; training
for new committee members; assistant chair;
votes required to make list; absentee voting;
number of members on BBYA; role of YAs
at BBYA meeting; and so on. From the
recommendations given to the board by this
taskforce, the number of votes required for a
book to make the final list was increased
from the simple majority of eight of fifteen
members to nine votes. In addition, the
eligibility for a book to be considered was
increased from fourteen months to sixteen
months, so that a book released in
September 1989 was eligible from then
until December 1990, in an attempt to
ensure books released late in the year
weren’t overlooked but could be considered
for nomination in the following year.

From 1966 on, the BBYA Committee
was the most recognized book selection
committee in YASD, though there were
other committees that offered suggestions
for books. The old Book Selection
Committee, which split off from the Best
Books Committee, prepared booklists on

request until it was merged with the AV
Committee, where it eventually became the
Media Selection and Usage Committee
and is now the Amazing Audiobooks
Committee. These changes in committee
structure and purpose illustrate responses
of YASD/YALSA to parallel changes in
library services and technology usage.

Adding Selection and
Award Committees
In 1976 YASD’s High-Interest Low
Reading Level Committee hosted a
preconference and expressed an interest in
working with Booklist to produce selection
lists of titles that were not difficult to read
but would be of interest to teens. They
became YASD’s second selection committee
and published their first list in 1982, fifty-
two years after that first 1930 list. The High-
Interest Low Reading Level Committee also
underwent many changes in its committee
policies and list name as they switched from
“Frying” books to determine reading levels to
discussing books and sharing teen comments.
Their list name finally dropped the Low
Reading Level stigma and is now titled Quick
Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers
List, or more commonly just Quick Picks.

As more literature was written and
published for teens, and various authors
achieved prominence, the School Library
Journal/YALSA Author Achievement
Award was established in 1987 to
recognize an author for a body of work that
has made a significant and lasting
contribution to young adult literature. This
award was given for the first time in 1988
to S.E. Hinton, followed by Richard Peck
in 1990 and Robert Cormier in 1991 when
the name was changed to the Margaret A.
Edwards Award, though SLJ continued to
provide the funding for the award.

Opportunities arrived for more
members to take part in selection
committees in 1988 when five Genre
Committees were formed: Horror,
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Mystery, Romance, Sports, and Science
Fiction. To aid in their work, YASD
received a Carnegie Grant to develop genre
booklists. Baker and Taylor worked with
YASD to market the booklists, which were
accompanied by book dumps filled with
paperbacks from each list. Though Baker
and Taylor eventually discontinued selling
book dumps, they continued to market the
lists for YALSA at no cost. These genre
lists, which grew to include fantasy, humor,
and historical fiction, eventually morphed
into the Popular Paperbacks for Young

Adults Committee, which began in 1996
and had its first list published in 1997.

In 1998 the Alex Awards, named after
Margaret A. Edwards for her inspired
library work with teens, released its first
list of ten adult titles for an award that was
recognized as an official ALA award in
2002. Another award committee was
added with the establishment of the
Michael L. Printz Award, given annually to
the book that best exemplifies literary
excellence in books written for young
adults. It was named after a high school
librarian from Topeka, Kansas, whose
infectious love of libraries, teens, and
reading was legendary. Established in
1999, the first award was given in 2000 to
Walter Dean Myers for Monster.

There was more to come as a taskforce
of interested YALSA members explored
the increasingly popular area of graphic
novels. Though the graphic novel taskforce
tried for several years to be recognized as a
selection committee, it was not until 2006
that the committee was established, and in
2007 it published its first list.

Another award came soon after the
Great Graphic Novels Committee was
established. The William C. Morris YA
Debut Award was made possible thanks to
the sizeable donation Bill Morris of
HarperCollins left to YALSA. Bill loved
getting books and librarians together and a
librarian did not dare attend a conference
without first reading his latest
recommendation. He is remembered for his
love of, and enthusiasm for, promoting
children’s and young adult literature. The
William C. Morris YA Debut Award honors
a previously unpublished author(s) who
make(s) a strong literary debut in literature
for young adult readers. The first Morris YA
Debut Award was presented in 2009 to
Elizabeth C. Bunce for A Curse Dark as Gold.

The newest award, the YALSA
Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults
Award, followed the Morris Award. At
Midwinter in 2010, the first Nonfiction

Award was presented to Deborah Heiligman
for the book Charles and Emma: The Darwins’
Leap of Faith. Though there are now several
awards for individual YA titles, it has taken
many years to achieve this feat. In 1974 an
awards committee was appointed that
recommended two awards be instituted, one
for fiction and one for nonfiction. The
recommendation was defeated, as other similar
motions on three previous occasions had been.

Overlap
With this final award, the YALSA Board
recognized the obvious overlap between
and among some of its committees, as
described below:

l The Printz Award and honor titles are
automatically added to the BBYA
selection list.

l Alex selects adult titles, which are also
part of BBYA’s territory.

l The Nonfiction Award overlaps with
BBYA’s usual selections.

l Morris could overlap with BBYA
titles.

l Great Graphic Novels overlaps with
BBYA titles.

l Quick Picks has some overlap with
BBYA titles, but not in as many areas
because of the different audiences for
each list.

l Edwards does not have overlap
because the award is given to a person
for a specific set of books, which have
to be copyrighted at least five or more
years previously

l PPYA will overlap with some of the
lists, though usually in later years. In
addition, their thematic approach
differentiates it from other lists.

It is obvious that there is overlap
between BBYA and several other
committees, which leads to diluting the
significance of several lists and awards.
Which award takes precedence? Where
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should the emphasis go? And if the various
selection committees continue to select a
top ten, what message is being sent if the
same titles appear on several of those lists?

Increase in Young Adult
Titles Published
Now let us turn to the second major
concern: the proliferation of young adult
titles. As a reminder, in 1930 the list
reflected a target audience of high students,
ages 14 to 18, and a large pool of adult
titles from which to select, compared to a
small pool of young adult titles. Now there
is a much larger pool of young adult titles
and a changed YALSA charge of serving
12- to 18-year-olds.

Looking at the BBYA lists from 1966
onward, as found in the three editions of
Best Books for Young Adults, the change in
list composition from adult to young adult
titles is obvious. In 1966, the year that the
list was first called Best Books for Young
Adults, there were twenty-seven titles on
the list and each was an adult title. It
wasn’t until 1973 that the charge “To
select from the year’s publications those
adult books significant for young adults”
was changed and the word adult removed
and left as “. . . those books significant for
young adults.” There were a few titles
considered YA today scattered among
those early lists, though they were probably
originally published as adult, such as Mr.
and Mrs. Bo Jo Jones by Ann Head on the
1967 list. In 1970 Barbara Wersba’s Run
Softly, Go Fast slipped on, and in 1971 S.E.
Hinton’s That Was Then, This Is Now
made the list. Beginning in 1972, there was
a gradual increase in the number of YA
titles, though the adult titles remained
strong into the early 1980s. Chart 1
indicates the change in list composition,
over the decades, for percentage of titles
that were adult versus those that were
young adult on the BBYA lists. From a
high of 100 percent of the titles on the list

being adult in 1966, the percentage of adult
titles slips to 10.7 percent in 2010, while
young adult titles rise from 0 percent in
1966 to 89.3 percent in 2010.

Chart 2 indicates the number of books
on the final list, along with the number of
fiction or nonfiction titles, as shown over
the decades. From an initial average of 26.8
titles on the 1960s (1966-1970) list, the
average list size has grown over the decades
to an average of 83.6 titles for the 2000s
(2001-2010), with highs in the 90s for
some years. At the same time, the total
number of fiction titles grew from 10.2

titles in the 1960s to 68.5 titles in the
2000s, while nonfiction dropped slightly
from 16.6 titles in the 1960s to 15.1 in the
2000s, which seems insignificant until
considered against the total number of
titles on the list.

What is most revealing is to see what
percentage of the list is now composed of
fiction titles, compared to nonfiction titles,
and how those percentages have changed
over the decades. In the 1960s, the
percentage of nonfiction titles on the list
was 62.1 percent while fiction was 37.9
percent, but in 2010, nonfiction titles made
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up only 18.2 percent of the list while
fiction came in at 81.8 percent. Chart 3
shows the change in the relative positions
of fiction and nonfiction.

Although a separate analysis of what
percentage of the fiction and nonfiction
titles fell into the young adult versus the
adult range was not carried out, it would

seem likely that adult nonfiction titles were
the norm in the 1960s but not in the 2000s.

YALSA Board Action
The first report from the 2006 taskforce,
entitled Selection List Taskforce Final
Recommendations (Board Document #18),

was accepted by the YALSA Board of
Directors at the 2008 Midwinter Meeting and
further discussed at the February 29, 2008,
board conference phone call. Comments about
the discussion indicate a worry about the
reading load and the increase in page count,
which in 2009 averaged 337 pages per book.
Another recommendation considered was
eliminating adult titles from BBYA’s charge,
which led to the suggestion of sharing the
Alex Award nominations to offset the loss of
adult titles. Minutes from that phone call
indicate that the proposal about BBYA was
tabled until Annual to collect more member
input from past BBYA chairs and members.

At Annual 2008, the proposal (Board
Document #23) before the YALSA Board
had several significant pieces, the first being
the removal of adult titles, in this new charge
that states: “To select from the year’s Young
Adult publications; to annotate the selected
titles.” 2nd is the removal of nonfiction titles
in a new charge that reads: “It is a general list
of fiction titles (not including graphic novels)
selected for their proven or potential appeal to
the personal reading taste of the young adult.”
The rationale for this change was that both
graphic novels and the new YALSA Award
for Excellence in Non-Fiction for YA would
be evaluating these categories. However, the
motion to accept these changes failed.

At Midwinter 2009, a Board
subcommittee reported on discussions and
feedback received from BBYA Chairs and
other members (Board Document #14), which
essentially retained the original BBYA charge
and left YALSA with no resolution about
graphic novels, nonfiction, and adult titles.

Annual 2009 brought a proposal to
phase out the Best Books for Young Adults
Committee and list (Board Document
#14) over a two-year period. Following
discussion and comments from twenty-
three members, the motion was eventually
tabled, as were several others (see the
minutes from the Annual 2009 meeting by
visiting www.ala.org/yalsa and clicking on
“Governance”), until a motion passed to
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have the Executive Committee develop a
new selected list proposal, with feedback
from members, to be presented at Fall Exec
and then presented to the board.

With a process that started several years
earlier, it was time at Midwinter 2010 to take
steps to bring resolution to this BBYA issue.
Board Document #14 has complete
particulars, but here are the highlights:

1. The heading “Best of the Best for
Young Adults” will promote all
YALSA’s lists and book and media
awards inclusively.

2. The current standing BBYA
Committee will focus only on fiction
titles [not including graphic novels]
published for young adults and will be
renamed Best Fiction for Young
Adults (BFYA).

3. The number of books honored by the
Alex Award will increase, with ten
winning titles plus an additional list of
Alex official nominations.

As the past history of the “Best” lists
indicates, the focus of the lists changes over
time in response to publishing and teen
interests. There has been an obvious shift from
a preponderance of nonfiction titles to fiction
titles and from adult to young adult titles.
Though the impetus to examine the award
and selection committees may have arisen from
a presidential theme, and some of the concerns
expressed to the Selection Committee task
force were focused on the committee member
burnout and amount of reading, the end result
matches what has been happening naturally
with the contents of the list. YALS
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Timeline—YALSA selection and award committees

1930 – School Libraries Section of ALA compiles list called Books for Young People
1936 – ALA’s Board on Library Service to Children and Youth in Public Libraries compiles list
1937 – Young People’s Reading Round Tables is responsible for list
1945 – Booklist Committee of Division of Libraries for Children and Young People compiles

list
1950 – Booklist Committee of the Association of Young People’s Librarians compiles list

[membership composed of public librarians]
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1989 – Task Force on BBYA Policies and Procedures
1998 – Teen ReadWeek begins with “Read for the Fun of It”
2000 – Michael L. Printz Award presented for the first time [literary merit]
2007 – Great Graphic Novel Committee selects its first list [selection committee]
2009 – William C. Morris YA Debut Award presented for the first time
2010 – YALSA Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults Award presented for the first time
2010 – Selected List Portfolio Proposal passed at Midwinter
For a more detailed timeline, see YALSA’s Selected Lists FAQ, at http://www.ala.org/yalsa/
booklists/faq.
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W hat is it like to serve on and
chair a new award committee?
It began with a Policies and

Procedures document and a committee of
nine YALSA members, supported by a
consultant from Booklist and an
administrative assistant. For this, the 1st
year, all members of the committee were
appointed. Elected positions were
integrated into the 2011 committee.

To see the Policies and Procedures
document, visit www.ala.org/yalsa/nonfiction
and click “Policies and Procedures.”

Committee Charge
To annually select the best nonfiction title
published for young adults between November

one of the preceding year and October thirty-
one of the current year, available in English in
the United States and, if desired, to also select
honor titles. The short list of finalists will be
announced during the first week of December,
with the winning title announced at the
following ALA Midwinter Meeting. The
winners and honor authors will be recognized
at an ALA or YALSA conference.

The committee electronic discussion list
was set up by YALSA in the late summer of
2008. That September, we introduced
ourselves and started to talk about eligibility,
criteria, and upcoming titles while Judy
Sasges, our administrative assistant, began
communicating with publishers, finding
appropriate contacts, and making certain
they knew about the new award. By October,

we were receiving books, reading reviews, and
requesting specific titles from publishers.

Our first face-to-face committee
meetings were at ALA Midwinter 2009 in
Denver. By then we had received a few books
from publishers that we considered worthy of
discussion. But first we needed to get to know
each other, discuss criteria, eligibility, and
procedures, and figure out how this was going
to work.

The most important discussion was
about the criteria we would use to judge
the books we read. How would we judge
excellence in nonfiction? To facilitate this
discussion, we had each brought a book
from the past that we believed worthy of
the award, a book that might have won if
the award had existed in the past. This
opened up a lively discussion.

Information on
Eligibility from the
Policies and Procedures
The YALSA Award for Excellence in
Nonfiction for Young Adults shall be awarded
annually to the best nonfiction title published for
young adults during the preceding November
one–October thirty-one year. The Award will
be given to a title that honors a work for subject,
treatment and accessibility to young adults.

l All print forms of nonfiction are eligible for
consideration, including graphic formats.

l The title must have been designated by its
publisher as intended for young adults
who are defined as persons between the
ages of twelve and including eighteen.

l The title must include excellent writing,
research, presentation and readability for
young adults.

l Titles from a series may be considered on
their individual merits.

We had many questions, such as,
“Does our charge include poetry? Should
we consider nonfiction designated for ages

YALSAAward for
Excellence in
Nonfiction for Young
Adults, Year One
By Angela Carstensen
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10-12? How will we afford adequate
consideration to titles published in October
when our nomination deadline is early
November and a short list is due the first
week of December? How do we go about
fact-checking each title? How do we judge
young adult (YA) versions of titles
previously published for adults (such as
Omnivore’s Dilemma or Chasing Lincoln)?
Can we judge a YA nonfiction book in
advance review copy form? How can we do
justice to the vast field of series books?”

There were things over which we had no
control. Would publishers send copies of
their books unsolicited? Or would we need to
specifically request every book we wanted to
consider? If we requested books, would
publishers send them? To increase awareness
of the award, Judy Sasges (the administrative
assistant to the committee) and I worked the
exhibits at both ALA conferences, visiting
publisher booths and making sure they knew
about the award, hoping that putting faces to
the names on our e-mail messages might help.
And the most important question: Will there
be any great nonfiction this year?

As we received titles and read, it did
not take long to realize that this was
going to be an exceptional year for
nonfiction.

One of the elements of the Policies
and Procedures document that puzzles me
still is the specification of the number of
nominations each committee member is
required to make—three before ALA
Annual Conference and another three
before nominations close in early
November. Were the creators of the
Procedures worried that members would
nominate too many titles, or too few? In
any case, we did our best to follow this
requirement without nominating titles that
did not truly deserve the honor. There are
a few changes being made to the Policies
and Procedures document now that a full
year of the committee is complete, and
deleting this specification is under
consideration. It is inconsistent with the

procedures for other YALSA committees
and, frankly, it is unnecessary.

In any case, the committee arrived at
Annual with the required number of titles
nominated and read, prepared for
discussion. We had two meetings at
Annual, at the end of which we did two
straw polls. The first was a simple yes or no
vote on whether each title was in
contention for the short list. The second
straw poll was a top five vote. The results
of both helped to focus our thoughts and
gave us all a few titles to re-read and
reconsider after hearing the enthusiasm (or
lack thereof) from our colleagues.

On top of discussing nominated titles,
we also spent time at these meetings
grappling with issues that continued to
challenge us. One was age appropriateness.
Our charge was to consider titles published
for ages 12-18. So how should we
approach the vast numbers of nonfiction
titles designated by publishers for ages 10-
12? We decided, in the end, to take each
title on its own merits. After all, publishers
are not always accurate in their
designations, most of us had actual young
people in our libraries reading these books,
and age 12 was part of our age range. As a
result, and as you can see by the published
nominations list, we did seriously consider
several titles designated by publishers for
the younger end of the award’s age range.

In addition, it was surprising how few
nonfiction books for older teens were
published. Apparently teens over 16 are
meant to read adult books. Hopefully, this
award will encourage publishers to seek out
nonfiction for older teenagers because the
examples we read were largely excellent.

We also struggled with the role of
appeal. The Policies and Procedures clearly
includes readability and accessibility. It
does not include the word appeal.
However, if you combine “The Award will
be given to a title that honors a work for
subject, treatment and accessibility to
young adults” and “The title must include

excellent writing, research, presentation
and readability for young adults”, what are
the chances that the results will have no
appeal to young readers?? If the subject
chosen for treatment is one appropriate for
young adults, and it is written well,
presented beautifully, and readable, what
are the chances that it will be unappealing
to its designated readers? After struggling
with this throughout the year, the
committee had a moment of levity after
choosing our winner when we realized that
of course our nominations have teen appeal.
We simply were not allowed to judge by
their popularity with teens.

The element of research, and
especially primary source research, played
an important role in most of the books that
landed on the nomination list. Is primary
source research so much stronger than
secondary? Is the use of primary sources so
much better than a beautifully written
synthesis of secondary sources? That
certainly does seem to be the case. Our five
finalist titles all use personal interviews
with the subjects themselves or
information taken from diaries, letters, or
artifacts. And we paid a lot of attention to
the accuracy, clarity, and adequacy of
source notes, including illustration credits.
We read some wonderful books that were
lacking in this area, putting them out of
serious contention for the award.

But then a completely different kind
of book comes along. What about The
Girls’ Guide to Rocking, a how-to book with
not one source note? This we judged on its
own merits, which were many—an expert
in the field giving generously of her
knowledge in a voice that every teen would
trust and enjoy. To every rule there is an
exception!

The end of the year was intense. We
closed nominations on November 9. We
were still receiving books that we had
requested from publishers as late as the week
before that date. Two weeks later, on
November 23, we had our first conference
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call. During this call we discussed every title
that had been nominated since Annual.
Giving each book around fifteen minutes of
discussion, this call lasted nearly three hours.
Two weeks later we had a second conference
call to vote on the short list of five finalists.
In between these two calls we did a straw
poll vote, which helped us to narrow down
our nomination list of forty-three books.
The straw poll made it obvious that there
were eleven titles in serious contention for
the top five. During the second conference
call we talked about each of these titles again
and then voted. We ended up with a clear
list of five finalists.

The announcement of the finalists on
December 10 caused a flurry of publicity.
The Associated Press spread the story to
nearly one hundred outlets around the
country, including the New York Times.
The fact that one of our finalists, Claudette
Colvin, had recently won the National
Book Award seemed to provide a hook
that made the story of great interest.

At Midwinter, we had two meetings
scheduled, one on Saturday afternoon and
one on Sunday morning. Our final
decision, including a completed press
release and list of nominations, was due by
10 a.m. Sunday morning, so we were
hoping that Saturday afternoon might give
us enough time to finish. After all, we
already had our list narrowed down to five
finalists. And indeed after a few intense
hours of discussion and voting, we had a
winner. We then had the pleasure of
calling Deborah Heiligman to give her the
news, along with admonitions of
confidentiality until Monday morning!

The Monday morning Youth Media
Awards were exhilarating. We watched the
Edwards Award go to a nonfiction author
for the first time in its history (Jim
Murphy), heard the cheers for our own
honor books and winner, saw Charles and
Emma win a Printz Honor, Claudette

Colvin a Newbery Honor, and Almost
Astronauts the Sibert Medal. It felt like
“The Year of Nonfiction.”

That night we had an extraordinary
turnout for the Morris and Nonfiction
Awards program, with wonderful speeches
by four of our five finalists: Tanya Lee
Stone, Sally Walker, Phillip Hoose, and
Deborah Heiligman. Candace Fleming was
in Asia, or she would have joined in as well.

The aftermath was more sobering.
Returning home, I spent a lot of time
reading a variety of blog and electronic list
discussions of the Best Books for Young
Adults (BBYA) changes, and reading
reactions to the published nonfiction award
nomination list. The issue for this award is
whether the nomination list should be a
vetted list or whether it is useful for YA
librarians to have a more extensive list of
recommended nonfiction. The current
Policies and Procedures document states
that the full list of nominated titles will be
published, so that is what we did for 2010.
However, there is a chance that the
procedures will be revised due to the
changes in BBYA. Because BBYA is now
BFYA (Best Fiction for Young Adults) and
no longer includes nonfiction, there is the
need for a vetted list of nonfiction for young
adults. The YALSA Organization and
Bylaws committee is discussing the
situation.

Ultimately, we hope that this award
inspires publishers, authors, and librarians.
We hope it inspires publishers to publish
more nonfiction for teens. We hope it
inspires authors to respect their young
adult readers, to be careful with
documentation, including photographs and
images, and to tackle the challenge of
writing nonfiction for older teens. We
hope it inspires librarians to read and
recommend more nonfiction more often.

The importance of this award cannot
be overstated. It was brought home to me

in December as I was holiday shopping at a
large, new, well-stocked Barnes and Noble
in Manhattan. Of our five finalists, only one
copy of one title was in stock. Do
booksellers lack an understanding of the
appeal of great nonfiction to young adult
readers? It is easy for us to imagine many
young readers who would be thrilled to
receive one of our finalists in their holiday
stocking, but apparently not for booksellers.
But how else are parents, grandparents,
friends, or even teachers to become aware of
these books? Are librarians the only ones
spreading the word?

I attended the Booklist Youth Forum
“Celebrating Lincoln” on the Friday
evening of ALA Annual Conference 2009
in Chicago. The topic was nonfiction and
speakers included Candace Fleming,
Deborah Hopkinson, Jean Feiwel, and
Russell Freedman. I was especially moved
by Jean Feiwel, editor of Lincoln Shot! A
President’s Life Remembered, and her
rallying cry for nonfiction for children. She
said that what we need is a nonfiction
missionary. I propose that we can all be
nonfiction missionaries, spreading the
word one patron at a time, one book at a
time. Our patrons deserve to be exposed to
nonfiction as enthusiastically as they are
exposed to fiction. I promise that if you
take the time to read the best in this genre,
you will agree. Nonfiction is about story
and storytelling as much as fiction is, and
it’s all true! It models the kind of writing
and research that we are teaching our
students while entertaining them with
fascinating people and times and ideas that
enlighten and thrill.

And finally, please remember that
your participation in this award is
encouraged. Make a field nomination! If
you read a wonderful new nonfiction book
this year, take the time to nominate it on
the YALSA Web site: www.ala.org/yalsa/
nonfiction (click “Nominate a Title”). YALS
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P opular Paperbacks for Young
Adults (PPYA) is a YALSA
selection committee charged with

creating between 1 and 5 themed lists of
titles that are available in paperback and
popular with teens. The PPYA committee
has a stated purpose of “encourag[ing]
young adults to read for pleasure by
presenting to them lists of popular or
topical titles which are widely available in
paperback and which represent a broad
variety of accessible themes and genres.”
Fifteen YALSA members serve on the
committee and each member reads,
nominates, and votes on books for the
themed lists. Most years the committee
develops 4 lists with themes that are in
demand from both our teen patrons and
our colleagues, with each committee
member serving on a subcommittee for 2 of
the 4 lists. Some topics like mystery,
fantasy, and humor are perennial and the
committee enjoys updating and finding
new perspectives on these themes every
couple of years. Other themes come from
hot topics like “Change” or formats like
epistolary novels, while others arise from
requests from the YALSA community for
clean reads, GLBTQ titles, and gritty
realistic fiction.

Narrowing a selected list for a topic
with a large number of possible titles can be
challenging, as each thematic list is limited
to 25 titles. An ideal title for Popular
Paperbacks is widely available, fits well
with the theme of the list, is popular with
teens, and lends an element of diversity for
the overall list. Committee members
examine the circulation statistics of
nominated titles at their own libraries and
solicit opinions from teen readers about
individual titles. Teen readers are a diverse
group and each Popular Paperbacks list
aims to represent that diversity with the
included titles.

The PPYA lists, by their very nature
as themed lists of popular materials, are
ideal for practical use in public and school

libraries. Because we choose our themes
based on what we know or have heard
teens are looking for, other librarians may
find the lists very helpful for collection
development—especially in libraries that
are strapped for time and cash.

Paperback books, with a cover price
significantly lower than hardcovers, are a
great way to stretch your collection
development dollars. The PPYA lists
include both paperback reprints and
paperback originals, but since the
committee’s primary concern is the
popularity of the book, librarians can be
fairly certain that the titles on the lists will
not be dated or boring. The themes also

can be very helpful for collection
development: librarians in conservative
neighborhoods with families that are
concerned about sex, language, and
violence need look no further than 2006’s
“Books That Don’t Make You Blush,”
while librarians whose teens clamor for
racy reads can check out 2008’s “Sex Is . . .”
With recent themes that run the gamut
from tearjerkers (“Read ’Em and Weep,”
2005) to activism (“Change Your World,”
2010), librarians are likely to find books
that suit the needs of their collections and
communities. Just keep in mind that our
lists are developed by librarians from very
diverse areas of the country, so not all the
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books on any given list will be right for all
libraries.

Collection development goes hand in
hand with reader’s advisory: being familiar
with and having PPYA titles in a library
collection provides librarians with the
knowledge and resources to pair teen
readers with the books that are right for
them. Teen readers are passionate about
their favorite type of books, and avid
readers can often quickly exhaust our
suggestions of similar titles, especially in
genres of which we are not heavy readers
ourselves. Supernatural fans looking for
something else can be shown titles from
2008’s “Magic in the Real World” or
2003’s “Beyond Harry and Frodo.”
Mystery lovers, nonfiction readers, and
those interested in religion will be similarly
satisfied. Some of the titles may not be
new, but they will be fresh to a majority of
your patrons. Librarians may also use

PPYA lists as jumping-off places for
developing their own booklists. Removing
titles that are not included in a local library
collection and adding newer titles or those
that did not make the final lists result in a
booklist custom-tailored for a specific
library.

Librarians looking to fill a display
space also need look no further than the
PPYA lists for easy and complete display
ideas. A Dia de los Muertos display may
incorporate titles from 2009’s “Death and
Dying,” a Halloween display might pair
titles from 2005’s “All Kinds of Creepy”
with newer horror books or movies, and
Mother’s or Father’s Day could be
celebrated with a display featuring titles
from “What Makes a Family” (2008).

The PPYA lists provide not only
numerous programming opportunities—
most obviously, book discussion groups
(thematic lists make for easy book selection,

while paperback availability makes it more
likely cash-strapped libraries will be able to
purchase book group copies of the titles)—
but also an opportunity for youth
participation. Because the committee’s most
important charge is that titles be popular,
teen opinion is very much appreciated.
Consider asking members of a teen advisory
committee or other library group to review
the nominated titles and submit their
opinions to the committee chairperson.

Field nominations are another way
teens can assist the selection committee in
developing lists of the best, most popular
titles. The PPYA committee happily
accepts field nominations from teens,
librarians, and other book lovers. In fact,
we count on field nominations to ensure
that our lists are representative of all teen
paperback literature, not just that which is
popular in our own neighborhoods. While
all field nominations must be seconded by a
committee member, we very carefully
consider those nominations.

Field nominations, comments on
current nominations, and suggestions on
themes for future lists from librarians in the
field are essential in our achieving our
charge and purpose—librarians should not
hesitate to contact the committee
chairperson with questions or ideas. Any
librarian who would like to be considered as
a future member of the PPYA committee
should complete YALSA’s “Selection
Committee Volunteer Form” (http://
yalsa.ala.org/forms/selectionvolunteer.php).
PPYA meetings at ALA’s Annual
Conference and Midwinter Meetings are
open to all conference attendees and are a
great place to learn more about how a
selection committee works and to provide
valuable feedback as committee members
shape the lists. PPYA is a selection list
developed with teens and librarians in mind.
Our goal is for these lists to be as helpful as
possible, and we cannot do that without
input from teens and librarians. YALS
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Downs, Elizabeth. The School Library Media Specialist’s
Policy & Procedure Writer. N.Y.: Neal-Schuman
Publishers, Inc., 2010. 194 pp; $75

Administering a school library media program effectively is easier if
you have a set of current policies and procedures available that you
can refer to when questions arise. Downs’ handbook provides over
80 examples of policies, procedures, and forms that represent “best
practices” from over 45 different schools around the country. To
save you time, a CD-ROM with the same examples is provided that
will enable you to easily use and adapt them to your own specific
situation. Library policies and procedures will need to reflect your
particular school or district policies. The book is divided into six
chapters and covers over 30 topics that range from traditional issues
such as collection development, disaster management, inventory,
budgets, circulation, weeding, and copyright to current issues such
as web publishing, technology ethics, cyberbullying, blogging, social
networking, and plagiarism. The author provides an overview and
purpose and a list of considerations to refer to before developing
your own policy or procedure. The book also includes a list of
resources, some online, and a set of links to specific policies and
forms discussed in the book. If you do not have a policies and
procedures manual, it may seem like a major project to start one
and this would be a good way to begin. If your current policy
manual needs updating, I would suggest this book so that you
know you have all issues covered. A comprehensive policy manual
will provide a foundation from which to build a strong and
successful library media program. —Joann Absi, Ashley High School,
Wilmington, N.C.

Halsall, Jane and R. William Edminister. Visual Media for
Teens: Creating and Using a Teen-Centered Film Collection.
Libraries Unlimited, 2009. 158 p. 978-1-591585442. $40.

Although most American public libraries recognize the importance
of a separate teen collection, few of these collections include films,
an omission that Halsall and Edminster argue should be remedied.
In the first two chapters of their book, they outline this argument,
maintaining that films fulfill the same needs and desires of teens as
books and should be accorded the same respect. They then go on to
address the mechanics of building a film collection, stressing the
importance of teen participation in selection, and to offer ideas for
programming. After these two brief chapters, the vast majority of

the text is given over to specific recommendations of films broken
down by categories such as “Issues of Identity,” “The Appeal of
Strong Emotions,” and “Education and the Arts.” Each category is
introduced by an examination of the social or psychological needs
of teens fulfilled by the category as well as an explanation of the
types of films included. These introductions are an essential
element to the book’s overall argument, concretely demonstrating
the importance of a teen film collection. The specific
recommendations are generally excellent, balancing teen appeal
with artistic merit, with the exception of a troubling lack of (non-
anime) foreign language films, ignoring both teens who speak a
foreign language and those teens who, in the authors’ words, “are
less likely to prejudge music, films, and writers, and are more eager
for new experiences than adults” (p. 3). Nevertheless, this book is
an important work in paving the way for what this writer hopes is a
new frontier in young adult librarianship. —Mark Flowers, John F.
Kennedy Library, Vallejo, Calif.

Cvetkovic, Vibiana Bowman and Robert J. Lackie, eds.
Teaching Generation M: A Handbook for Librarians and
Educators. Neal-Schuman, 2009. 978-1-55570-667-8. 368
p. $85.

Generation M, or the millennial cohort, is simply defined as the
population born between the early 1980s and the mid to late
1990s. This book, however, explains how this group of young
people is anything but simply defined and how educators can reach
them where they live, so to speak, within the technical realm that
makes their learning experience unique. Nineteen chapters written
by more than 25 professionals, many of them award winners in
their fields, cover three areas of interest: Defining Gen M, The
World of Gen M, and Pedagogy. The varieties of knowledge
brought to this collection are reflected in the range of topics
included within this framework, from academic treatments of
literacy sets and the value of each set to the others to the use of
YouTube and Facebook in—and out of—the classroom. Along
with the introduction and conclusion, these standalone essays work
well together to create a firm grounding in awareness of the
concerns of and about this group of young people along with the
tools to work with them successfully and comfortably while
maintaining job security. After all, if we do not keep up with them,
someone else will. —Kerry Sutherland, Akron-Summit County
Library, Akron, Ohio. YALS
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YALSA Board of
Directors Update
The YALSA Board met at the 2010 ALA
Midwinter Meeting in January in Boston,
Massachusetts, and again via conference
call, on February 25, 2010. Minutes for
both meetings, as well as documents for all
agenda items, can be found by visiting
www.ala.org/yalsa and clicking
“Governance,” then “Board Meeting
Agendas, Documents and Minutes.”

Board highlights from Midwinter
2010 include:

l Approving the Selected Lists

proposal. YALSA’s Best Books for
Young Adults List is now Best Fiction
for Young Adults and the Alex
Awards Committee has expanded its
focus. Alex will still honor ten titles,
but will also publish a longer list of
adult titles that the group recommends
for teens. All of the top ten titles
selected by YALSA’s selection list
committees will be compiled annually
into a Best of the Best for Young
Adults list published by YALSA.
More information can be found at
www.ala.org/yalsa/booklists/faq.

l Expanding virtual committee

participation. The Board voted to make
all process committees, juries, and task
forces—except for the Executive,
Organization and Bylaws, Strategic
Planning, Preconference, and President’s
Program committees—100 percent
virtual. Attendance at Annual and
Midwinter is not mandatory for
committees that are virtual. The change

will go into effect with committees when
they begin their work on July 1, 2010.

l Expanding member recognition. The
YALSA Board wants to expand the
opportunities for members to be
recognized for their hard work. The
board will be developing a proposal for
a YALSA member leader recognition
award, which may be given to a
committee chair, committee member,
or YALSA team or group that
demonstrates outstanding work, over a
year, based on criteria that will be
developed. The Board will also revisit
an article of the year award proposal
for the best article written for YALSA
in a year. Other forms of member
recognition may also be developed.

l Adding proposed bylaws changes to

the ALA/YALSA Ballot The board
proposed a number of updates to the
YALSA bylaws, to make sure that
YALSA’s governing document is
timely and accurate. The bylaws were
voted on by the membership in the
spring 2010 elections.

l Readers’ Choice update. The board
heard a report from the Readers’
Choice Task Force charged with
proposing a new readers’ choice
booklist. After hearing the task force’s
initial report, the board suggested
changes and the task force will submit
a revised proposal for the list to the
executive committee this spring. The
purpose of the new list will be to offer
the entire membership a chance to
recommend the latest books for teens.

l Expanding YAttitudes: The board
voted to expand YAttitudes, YALSA’s

email newsletter, from a quarterly
publication to a monthly publication.

On February 25, the Board met via
conference call to discuss post-conference
committee reports. In addition, they
discussed a few other topics. Board highlights
from the February meeting include:

l Establishing a Teen Services

Evaluation Task Force. YALSA will
develop a tool for library administrators
and librarians to use to evaluate an
individual institution’s overall level of
success in providing teen services, with
a framework provided by YALSA’s
latest competencies for serving young
adults in libraries, Young Adults Deserve
The Best (www.ala.org/yalsa/
competencies) and IFLA’s Guidelines
for Library Services for Young Adults.

l Reviewing proposals from the

Financial Advancement Committee.

The Financial Advancement
Committee proposed three activities
to focus on in the next year, which the
board approved: a fundraising
campaign titled Give $10 in ’10, in
which YALSA supporters and
members are encouraged to donate
$10 to the Friends of YALSA for
advocacy efforts this year; implement a
silent auction at the 2011 Midwinter
Meeting; an develop a pamphlet to be
used to attract non-YALSA members
to donate to YALSA.

To see the latest developments from
the YALSA Board, visit http://
yalsa.ala.org/blog/tag/yalsa-board/.

the
YALSA
update Association news

Find the latest YALSA news every Friday at the YALSA Blog, http://yalsa.ala.org/blog.
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YALSA launches new
online CE opportunities
Looking for continuing education online?
Look no further than YALSA! YALSA
has several new ways for you to find
continuing education:

l YALSA’s Third Thursdays webinars.

In March, YALSA held its first webinar
on Getting Involved in YALSA. Held
the third Thursday of each month,
these interactive sessions provide an
hour of training with YALSA trainer on
timely topics in youth services. Each
session includes time for questions and
answers. Webinars cost $39 for
individual YALSA members and $49
for all other individuals. Group rates
cost $195. Learn more at www.ala.org/
yalsa/webinars or contact Eve Gaus,
YALSA program officer for continuing
education, at egaus@ala.org or 1-800-
545-2433, ext. 5293.

l YALSA’s Mentoring Program.
YALSA is currently accepting
applications for its two-way mentoring
program. YALSA will pair an
experienced librarian (more than six
years’ experience) with a new librarian
(fewer than six years’ experience) or
graduate student in a library science
program. YALSA believes that we all
have important skills and knowledge
that we can share with one another and
so this program encourages prot�eg�es to
share their skills and know-how with
their mentor. Learn more at
www.ala.org/yalsa/mentoring or contact
Eve Gaus, YALSA program officer for
continuing education, at egaus@ala.org
or 1-800-545-2433, ext. 5293.

l YA Speakers’ Bureau. As you plan
professional development activities for
your library, keep the new YA
Speaker’s Bureau, http://
wikis.ala.org/yalsa/index.php/
YA_Speaker%27s_Bureau_A-Z, in
mind! The YA Speaker’s Bureau is a
directory of people who speak or train
on topics related to YA services,
arranged by state and hosted on the
YALSA wiki. The speaker’s bureau is
an informal directory for information
purposes only and does not imply
endorsement from YALSA.

YALSAMember Award
and Grant Winners
Each year, YALSA gives more $40,000 in
awards and grants to its members. All of
the awards, except the YALSA/
Greenwood Publishing Group Service to
Young Adults Achievement Award, are
given annually. The deadline to apply is
December 1 and applicants must be
current members of YALSA.

The 2010 award and grant winners
are:

l Benjamin Banneker High School in
Atlanta, Ga., for the Great Books
Giveaway, in which YALSA and
publishers donate a years’ worth of
review materials to a needy library.
YALSA received enough materials in
2009 to award second place to Conley-
Caraballo High School, New Haven
Unified School District in Hayward,
Calif. and third place to Farmington
(N.M.) High School Library.

l Susan Bohn, MAE Award for Best
Literature Program for Teens, which
provides $500 to the winner and $500
to the winner’s library for an excellent
teen reading program

l Patty Campbell, YALSA/Greenwood
Publishing Group Service to Young
Adults Achievement Award, which
honors a member for unique and
sustained devotion to young adult
services through substantial work and
includes a $2,000 prize

l Barbara Kinast and Carol Geary,
YALSA/Baker & Taylor Scholarship
Grant, which provides up to $1,000 to
each recipient to attend ALA’s Annual
Conference for the first time.

l Janet Newsum and Marcia Mardis,
YALSA/VOYA/Frances Henne
Research Grant, which provides
$1,000 in seed money for small-scale
research projects

l Amy Young and Jessica Neiweem,
YALSA/BWI Collection
Development Grant, which provides
up to $1,000 to public librarians for
collection development

For more information or to access an
application, visit www.ala.org/yalsa/
awards&grants.

Indiana teen wins
YALSA’s Morris-
Nonficton Book
Trailer Contest
Congratulations to Emily Fitch of Fort
Wayne, Indiana, for her winning book
trailer for The Everafter. Fitch created the
book trailer based on the 2010 William C.
Morris finalist as part of YALSA’s 2010
Morris/Nonfiction Book Trailer contest.

“I’m super pumped to say the least. I
actually found out I won when I was at the
library and Mari, the librarian, kept asking
me why I hadn’t checked my email yet that
day,” Emily said. “I always think it’s cool
when I can find something different or a
story that can present something (in this
case, the afterlife) in a way that I never
thought of before. My goal wasn’t exactly
to show every scene and say ‘so this thing
happens, the this happens,’ but rather to
portray though the images and music the
feeling I got while reading the book.”

Emily won a $100 gift card to Powell’s
Bookstore, as well as $100 in books and
materials from YALSA. Emily’s librarian,
Mari Hardacre, won $200 in materials
from YALSA for sponsoring Emily.

“We offer a number of contests just
through our library, but it’s great when
there are national opportunities for teens as
well,” Hardacre said. “She’s a multi-
talented young woman.”

YALSA also named two finalists in
the contest:

Jennifer Gessel, Baleigh Janusik, and
Katrina Ruppel of Caldwell, Ohio,
sponsored by librarian Judy Brown, for
their trailer for Flash Burnout.

Petra Rantanen of Urbana, Illinois,
sponsored by librarian Frances Harris, for
her trailer for Almost Astronauts.

See the winning videos at
www.ala.org/yalsa/booklists.

Showcase Your Teen
Services During District
Days!
Keeping advocacy efforts at the forefront
right now is important in this tough
economy. Some organizations refer to the
time that Congress is out of session as
“District Days,” because Congresspersons
usually go home to their districts.
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This year, all of Congress is out of
session August 9 through Sept. 12. This is an
ideal time for librarians to do some advocacy
at their libraries by opening your doors and
inviting elected officials in to see what great
things you’re doing. Members of Congress
need to see firsthand how libraries are having
a positive impact on the lives of teens, so they
understand how critical it is that libraries
receive support and funding from Congress.

Many public libraries will be hosting
culminating events for their summer reading
programs, so YALSA encourages you to
incorporate an advocacy effort into what you’re
already doing. You can invite Congresspersons
to be guests or speakers at these events, or if
your library is having some sort of contest, the
Congresspersons could be judges.

School libraries are encouraged to
participate in District Days as well. Invite
your Congressperson to an open house of
your library, or ask him or her to roll up their
sleeves and pitch in to help you get the library
open and ready for the new school year!

Don’t forget that there will be midterm
Congressional elections in November 2010.
If your Congressperson is running for
reelection, then he or she will be grateful to

you for giving them an opportunity to meet
with voters and get their photo taken
interacting with library patrons.

Look for other great ideas for how to
participate in Legislative Day on YALSA’s
blog at http://yalsa.ala.org/blog. The
Legislation Committee and the Advocacy
Taskforce are working to create some tips
and resources to help libraries participate
in District Days.

Give $10 in ’10!
The Friends of YALSA need your support in
2010! We’re asking you to pledge $10 to the
Friends of YALSA this year to support
YALSA’s advocacy efforts and make sure
that our association can support our members
as we work to ensure that teens have access to
quality materials and services in our libraries.

Donating is easy! To give $10 in 2010,
visit www.ala.org/givetoyalsa, where you
can donate by credit card through ALA’s
secure website or download a form to mail
in and donate.

Friends of YALSA was created to
ensure excellence in the Association’s
traditional programs and services to library

workers serving teens and to support
growth in new directions as our profession
meets the exciting challenges of the twenty-
first century.

As a Friend of YALSA you can
choose to support one or more of these
initiatives at the core of YALSA’s mission.
Friends support:

l Continuous Learning: creating
opportunities for all members and
library workers to grow through
grants, providing scholarships to those
in need and offering distance learning
and institutes.

l Advocacy: educating members, library
workers, the general public and policy
makers about the importance of
providing excellent library services to
teens, and the critical role that library
workers and libraries play in helping
teens develop key literacy skills and a
lifelong appreciation of reading.

l Research: guiding and promoting
research in the field of young adult
librarianship through grants,
publications, and other means to
ensure that the field of librarianship
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has the necessary knowledge to meet
the needs of teens.

l Teen Literacy & Young Adult

Literature: sponsoring literacy
initiatives such as Teen Read Week,
YALSA’s booklists and book awards,
guaranteeing YALSA’s place in the
forefront of our nation’s adolescent
literacy campaigns.

l Planning for the Future: helping to
attract new members and retain
existing ones, creating public
awareness campaigns, planning and
carrying out new initiatives to pursue
excellence in library service to young
adults, and more.

WrestleMania Reading
Challenge
Gabe Murrell, Liam Jose, and La’Quan
Deen won the WrestleMania Reading
Challenge Championships on March 27 at
the Burton Barr Central Library in
Phoenix, Arizona, winning ringside tickets
to WrestleMania XXVI. The
WrestleMania Reading Challenge is
sponsored by the Young Adult Library
Services Association (YALSA), a division
of the American Library Association

(ALA), and World Wrestling
Entertainment� (WWE�), with support
from Mattel, Inc. and DK Publishing.

Twenty-one regional winners in
grades 5-12 from across the United States
and Canada won the chance to compete in
the WrestleMania� Reading Challenge
World Finals.

Students competed in a trivia contest
to win the title of World Champion for
their age division and ringside tickets to
WrestleMania. The finalists answered
questions posed by WrestleMania Reading
Challenge spokespersons WWE
Superstars John Morrison, Kofi Kingston
and WWE Divas Nikki and Brie Bella.
Will Weaver, author of Super Stock Rookie
and Saturday Night Dirt, served as a judge
for the competition.

Each regional winner won: a trip for
two to Arizona; tickets to
WrestleMania XXVI, which was held
at University of Phoenix Stadium on
March 28; and $2,000 for their
sponsoring library. More than 1,800
libraries participated in this year’s
competition. Students read ten items
over a ten-week period, then designed
and submitted bookmarks with a slogan
to encourage reading.

In addition to the winners, regional
finalists included:

Grades 9-12

l Brian Keith Chest, Jr., Phoenix, Ariz.;
l Tiffany Chu, Greensboro, N.C.;
l Brian Gastelum, San Diego, Calif.;
l Elmaz Mahmutovic, Sioux Falls, SD;
l Samantha Luck, Sault Ste. Marie,

Ontario; and
l Emz Hunsley, Edmonton, Alberta.

Grades 7-8

l Katherine Bensburg, Mahopac, N.Y.;
l Daniel Davila, Avondale, Ariz.;
l Sofia Eury, Phoenix, Ariz.;
l Kyle Duane Hoskins, Louisville, Ky.;
l Nicholas Luz, Edmonton, Alberta; and
l Valarie Winkleman, Whiting, Ind.

Grades 5-6

l Andrew Hill, La Porte, Texas;
l Melissa Rafet Dennis, Phoenix, Ariz.;
l Cindy Leung, Edmonton, Alberta;
l Jordan Piekarski, Lansing, Ill.;
l Ricki Roberts, San Diego, Calif.; and
l Sailesh Srinivas, Hicksville, N.Y. YALS
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Young Adult Library Services is the official publication of the Young
Adult Library Services Association, a division of the American
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