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COORD INATOR'S MEMO

To: SRRT members

From: GaiI P. Warner, Action Council
Coordinator

Action Council meetings in New York
were lively and rewarding. SRRT co-
sponsored membership resolutions on
access to information on national security
in the nuclear o$e, a resolution con-
demning the abridgement of human rights
in South Africa, and a resolution con-
cerning literacy, literature, and libraries
in Nicaragua.

Vincent Jennings from Citizens
Against Nuclear War would like to have a
SRRT member attend monthly meetings in
the Washington area. If you are inter-
ested, contact me for an address (see
the listing in this issue).

Looking ahead to hlidwinter, SRRT
will be sponsoring a forum for the presi-
dential candidates. Task force coordina-
tors and atl SRRT members are encour-
aged to prepare questions for the
eandidates on social issues. If you have
a question for the eandidates, please
send i t  to me.

Action Council's tentative schedule for
Midwinter meetings is: Saturday
9:30- l l :00;  Sunday 2-4;  Tuesday
11 :30- 12 :30. Action Council  meetings
are open meetings, and all SRRT mem-
bers are invited to attend.

After this issue the SRRT Newsletter
editorship will pass from the capable
hands of John Hostage to those of
Jeanne Kocsis. Thanks to John for a
great job. Thanks also to outgoing
SRRT Coordinator John Sheridan and to
Barbara Levinson, whose term on Action
Council  just ended. If  you are inter-
ested in running for Action Council ,
come to our meetings. We need capable,
dedicated workers.

As the new SRRT Coordinator, I 'm
looking forward to working with all of
you. If  you have questions or eon-
cerns, bring them to an Action Council
meeting at Midwinter, or contact one of
the members of Action Council.

In the meantime, herets a gem from
Flo Kennedy's prog'ram sponsored by the
Feminist Task Force in New York: "You
are allowed to be crazy as long as you
are irrelevant. tt

x************

AUTHORS OF COLOR IN THE
MAINSTREAM: WHERE lS THE RAINBoW

A panel with the title 'rAuthors of Colors
in the Mainstream: Where is the Rain-
bow?r'  was held on Sunday, June 29, at
the ALA Conference in New York. The
event,  co-sponsored by the SRRT Alter-
natives in Print and Civil Rights Task
Forces, featured John O. Ki l lens, Walter
Dean Myers, Sonia Nieto, Eleanor Wong
Telemaque, and Rosebud Yellowrobe as



speakers.

The presentations and discussion cen-
tered around the issue of increasingly
Iimited access of authors of color to
mainstream publishers . Dr. Ki l lens,
noted African-American author, cal led
for a forum of African-American publish-
ers, pol i t icians, and other leaders to
develop strategies to publish and disse-
minate materials to the black community.
He stressed that authors who promote
posit ive, non-stereotypical images largely
go unpublished, and he noted as an
example the resistance of mainstream
publishers to his manuscript on the
great black Russian, Alexander Pushkin.

Walter Dean Myers, noted children's
book author, shared conversations he
has had with editors of major publishing
houses who say they have not been
approached by black authors, a claim
Mr. Myers stated was ludicrous. He
stressed that for a book to be
considered successful, six to ten thou-
sand copies must be sold in the first
print ing. He pointed to the over 25,000
libraries in the U. S . which should pro-
vide an ample market for black books--if
they are marketed well and if librarians
generate orders.

Sonia Nieto from the University of
Massaehusetts said that in a survey of
one hundred books on Puerto Rican
themes, only eight were written by
Puerto Ricans, and stereotypes abounded
in those written by non-Puerto Ricans.
Eleanor Wong Telemaque reported on an
allianee of Asian authors who pressure
publishers to produce Asian works and
urged that networks be developed in
other g:roups. Rosebud Yellowrobe noted
that most Native American books focus
on folktales and not on present-day real-
ities, and she finds stereotypes of
Native Americans rampant in children in
elementary schools.

The librarians. attending and the
speakers agreed that librarians had a
responsibility to pressure publishers to
produce works hV authors of color and
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to support books already published.
They also stressed the need for alterna-
tive presses to reprint some of the clas-
sics by authors of color which are rap-
idly going out of print. - - Kate
Shnckf ord, Coordinator, Cittil Rights
Tcsk Force

************x

GAY THESAURUS

At a meeting on June 30, 1986, at the
New York conferenee, members of the
Gay Task Forcets Working Group on a
Subject Thesaurus dealing with homosex-
uality were presented an interim report
on the prog:ress of the project by its
coordinator,  Joe Gregg. The report
advised that the first phase of the
project- -collecting any previously
devised subject l ists- -had been com-
pleted. Sixty English-speaking lesbian
and gay libraries and archives had been
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contacted (including several outside
North America) and 104 U. S. and Cana-
dian publications and organizations had
also been approached. The former probe
netted three thesauruses which, together
with five previously collected by Greg'g
and working group member Bob
Ridinger, bring to eight the total num-
ber of subject l ists in the group's pos-
session. Although the press/societies
mail ing did not turn up any l ists, i t  did
serve the useful purpose of ereating an
awareness of the Group's work among
those contacted.

The next phase of the project, merg-
ing the several lists, has begun with the
assistance of the computer faci l i ty of the
Museum of Anthropology at Northern Illi-
nois University under the direction of
Bob Ridinger. The result ing master l ist
of raw terms will require review and
editing by members of the working group
and organizations directly involved in
library services and research in the les-
bian/gay community (e.g. Canadian Gay
Archive, Toronto; Gerber-Hart Library,
Chicago; International Gay and Lesbian
Arehive, Los Angeles; Lesbian & Gay
Rights Centre, Well ington, New Zealand;
Lesbian Herstory Archive, New York).
The group plans to have a preliminary
draft available for examination at Midwin-
ter.

Although the group's focus is pres-
ently placed upon the successful comple-
tion of a subject thesaurus, significant
work has begun in preparing a union
list; Bob Ridinger has completed a "Pre-
liminary Periodicals Listing'" (36 p. ) of
the titles in the International Gay and
Lesbian Archive and is completing a sim'
ilar list of the Gerber-Hart Library col-
lection. Capturing the titles in these
two major U.S. col lections is the begin-
ning of what the group plans to be a
comprehensive international union list of
gay and lesbian periodicals. Ridinger
will present the two lists at Midwinter.

Questions about the project may be
directed to Joe Gregg, 55 W. Chestnut
St. ,  Apt.  3008, Chicago, IL 60610.
Inquiries regarding union Iists of lesbi-
an/ gay periodicals should be directed to
Bob Ridinger,  1305 Gl idden Rd.,  Apt.
403, DeKalb,  IL 60115.

+x********x**

SRRT ACTION COUNCIL 1986-1987

The terms of elected members of Action
Council expire at the end of Annual
Conference in the year shown following
each name. The newsletter editor and
task force liaisons are members ex offi-
c io.

Coordinator
GaiI  P.  Warner (1989)
Whitman County Library
South 102 Main St.
Col fax,  WA 99111
(509) 397-4366
home:
North 101 West St.
Col fax,  WA 99111
(soe) 397-42L0

TreaSurer
Susan Vaughn (1987)
Brooklyn College Library
Brooklyn, NY 11210
(718) 780-s342

Secretary
Doris Kirschbaum (1987)
Adult Services Librarian
Bowie Branch
Prince Georges County Public Library
15210 Annapolis Rd.
Bowie, MD 20715
(301) 262-7000
MAIL:
2531 N. Washington Blvd.
Arlington, VA 2220I
(703) 243-4127 (h)
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Conference Arrangements & Programs
tinda Pierce
Anchorage Municipal Libraries
3600 Denol i
Anchorage, AK 99503
(e07) 261-2e93 (w)
home:
P.O. Box 230362
Anchorage, AK 99523
(e07) 338-6421 (h)

Freedom to Read Foundation rep.
t-Ioel Peattie f tggst- -

Humanit ies/Social Science Dept.
Shields Library
University of California
Dayis,  CA 95616
(e16) 752-1032
MAIL:
Route 1,  Box 216
Winters,  CA 95694
(e16) 662-3364

Newsletter editor
Jeanne Kocsis
University of Massachusetts Library
Amherst, MA 01003
(413) 54s-0058
home:
P.O. Box 120
Whately, MA 01093
(413) 665-70s7

At Large

Carol  Greenholz (1988)
Library
SUNY-Farmingdale
Farmingdale, NY 11735
(516) 42O-220s
home:
20 Beech Hil l  Rd.
Huntington, NY II743
(s16) s49-8895

Peter Kidder (1988)
711 E St. ,  S.E.
Apt.  104
Washington, DC 20003

Betty-Carol  Sel len (1987)
Brooklyn College Library
Bedford Ave. & Ave. H
Brooklyn,  NY 11210
(718) ?80-s618
MAIL:
252 E. ?th St.
New York,  NY 10009
(2r2) 260-1865

John Hostage (1989)
Harvard Law School Library
Langdell Hall
Cambridge, MA 02138
(617) 49s-4295
home:
78 Glenvi l le Ave.,  Apt.  I
Boston, MA 02134
(617) 782-0910

Kay Cassel l  (1987)
Executive Director
Coordinating Council of Literary Magazines
666 Broadway
New York,  NY 10012-2301
(2L2) 614-6550
home:
244 E. 7th St.
New York,  NY 10009

James P. Danky (1989)
Newspapers & Periodicals Librarian
State Historical Society of Wisconsin
816 State St.
Madison, WI 53706
(608) 262-9584

Task force liaisons

Alternatives in Print
Cathy Seitz
Social Science Dept.
King Library
Miami University
Oxford, OH 45056
(513) 52s-4141 (w)
(s13) 523-0106 (h)
and:
Dan Tsang
Social Sciences Librarian
Main Library
University of California
Irvine, CA 927L3

Ci
Ki
Cr
1B
Nt
(2
hc
12
Nr
(2

Cr
Dz
Ea
AT
45
AI
(4

Fe
Ke
Re
Ur
AI
(s

Ga
Ba
P.
Ph
(2

In
Cc
So
ST
Ne
(s
(e

Lil
He
Ho
Ur
U-
St,
(2r
ho
1.
Str
(21

SFSRRT Newsletter 4 September 1986

I



Coretta Scott Ki4g
David L. Searcv

Civil Rights
Kate Shackford
Council  on Interracial Books for Children
1841 Broadway
New York,  Ny 10023
(2L2) 7s7-533e
home:
I24 W. 93rd St. ,  #3B
New York,  Ny 10025
(2L2) 666-?Bs3

Peaee Information Exchange
Etizabeth n4orrissett
Library Director
Alaska Pacific Universitv
4101 University Dr.
Anchorage, AK gg50g
(e07) 561-1266
home:
P.O. Box 141865
Anchorage, AK gg5l4
(907) 564-8284

Past Coordinator
iohn Sheridan
Head Librarian
Colorado College Library
Colorado Springs, CO 80903
(303) 473-2233
home:
1731 N. Nevada
Colorado Springs, CO g0g07
(303) 473-3185

lib'rglL Educgtion Assembly 1ep.
JacKle ,trubanks
Brooklyn College Library
Brooklyn, NY 11210

Staff Liaison
Jean C-leman, Director
Office for Library Outreach Services
American Library Association
50 E. Huron St.
Chicago, IL 60611
(312) 944-6780 x262

**x**********

INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS

This was a most important conference for
the cause of international human rights
as it relates to librarians and for this

ALA Pol icy 57.3 procedures.

Award

East Atlanta Branch
Atlanta-Fulton public Librarv
457 Flat  Shoals Ave..  S.E.
Atlanta, GA 30316
(405) 525-8802

Feminist
Xay .fones
Reference Dept.
Univ. of New Mexico Librarv
Albuquerque, NM g?131
(s05) 277-424L

Gay
Barbara Gittings
P.O.8.2383
Philadelphia, pA 19f03
(215) 471-3322 (h)

I+te-Illeqg!4 Human Rishts
uorlnne Nyquist
Sojourner Truth Library
SUNY College at New paltz
New Paltz,  Ny 12561
(?11) 2s7-2202, 257-220e (w)
(e14) 255-0s58 (h)

Librarv Union
Heten iewG-
Homer Babbidge Library
University of Connecticut
U-5R, Reference Dept.
Storrs,  CT 06268
(203) 486-2513
home:
I Eastwood Rd.
Storrs,  CT 06268
(203) 42e-46ee
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Special thanks must go to Lee Regan,
landy Berman, Etliott Shore, and Diana
I incent-Davis,  who worked for several
rours on the wording of the South
$rica resolution. The resolution was
ccepted by SRRT Action Council on
iunday. A revised resolution was the
irst order of business at the second
\,LA membership meeting on Wednesday,
uly 2. Surprisingly, there was no dis-
lent nor attempts to delete sect ions or to
rhange the wording. One member asked
f only the Dewey schedule were to be
luest ioned, and President Lynch repl ied,
'Yes. 

t t  Later,  we were asked to look
nto LC schedules as wel l .  The vote fol-
owed and the resolution passed. The
,ext is reproduced below.

By way of background to the resolu-
:ion, the South African Library Associa-
.ion was ejected from IFLA because mem-
rership was limited to whites. A new
:rganizat ion, SAILIS, was formed. I ts
lonstitution makes all members of SALA
nembers of SAILIS and requires new
nembers to be proposed by two profes-
sional members of SAILIS.

The Dewey revision provided to For-
sst Press by SAILIS involved only a few
eatalogers in South Afriea and has many
ilaws that led to protests by Africana
catalogers. T'he published area tables
Dn display in New York included the
independent eountries of Lesotho, Bot-
swana, and Swaziland among: the prov-
inces like Transvaal. The homelands,
however, were set apart as national
states. The history schedule is planned
for publication in a few months, and
according to catdogers who have seen
the draft, places South African white
history in 968 but relegates much of
black history to social problems in the
300s.

I would like to express my gratitude
to outgoing chair Lee Regan, who org:an-
ized the International Human Rights Task
Force in 1982. The statement of pur-
pose, functions, and goals developed
then clearly tell us our role in ALA.
What we must do now is to take another
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step toward fitling that role. We do not
have a formal structure beyond the posi-
tion of chair. However, I would like to
have the former chair be considered part
of our informal exeeutive as Lee will cer-
tainly continue to be our mentor.
Beyond this I am looking for a prog:ram
chair for San Francisco in 1987. Any
volunteers? - -Corinne Nyquist ,  chnir-

' " "on******x**x***

SOUTH AFRICA RESOLUTION

WHEREAS the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights states as a basic premise
that I'disregard and contempt for hurnan
rights have resulted in barbarous acts
which have outraged the conscience of
mankind, and the advent of a world in
which human beings shall enjoy freedom
of speech and belief and freedom from
fear and want has been proclaimed as
the highest aspiration of the common
people, t t

WHEREAS the American Library Asso-
ciation has adopted as policy the princi-
ples of Article 19 of the Universal Decla-
ration of Human Rights, declaring
'rthreats to the freedom of expression of
any person become threats to the
freedom of aII, "

WHEREAS South Africa's state of
emerg:ency and total crackdown on news
reporting make imperative our concern
for all in that imprisoned country, espe-
cially the thousands held in incommuni-
cado detention, while remembering that
the record of banning of people and
books, of unequal library funding and
education, and of aggression and slaugh-
ter in South Africa is infamous and of
long duration,

WHEREAS the record of human rights
violations in South Africa has led ALA to
adopt a resolution ca'lling for divestment,
which is to the credit of its membership,
the time has come for American librarians
to put further pressure on Pretoria and
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to support the efforts of South African
Iibrarians to resist these oppressive poli-
c ies,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,
that the American Library Association
call on all American librarians to support
the struggle for freedom, justice, and
equality within a multiracial democratic
society in South Africa, and be it  fur-
ther

RESOLVED, that ALA write the
appropriate government agency in South
Africa expressing opposition to the pres-
ent system of unequal library service
and education and to the widespread
censorship of the press and banning of
authors and their works, and be it fur-
ther

RESOLVED, that ALA go on record as
opposing any future reentry into the
International Federation of Library Asso-
ciations and Institutions (IFLA) of the
South African Library Association in its
new grrise as the South African Institute
for Librarianship and Information Sci-
ence, until this Institute takes a strong
stand in favor of open membership and
equatity of library service and educa-
tion, and be it further

RESOLVED, that ALA urg:e bibLio-
graphic utilities, such as OCLC, and
other cooperative ventures, not to
expand their services or make invest-
ments in South Africa under the present
reg:ime, and be it further

RESOLVED, that ALA urge the DeweY
Decimal area tables and history schedule
for South Afriea planned for the 20th
edit ion by Forest Press, that were pre-
pared by SAILIS, be revised to reflect
the history of all South Africans, and be
it further

RESOLVED, that ALA urge American
libraries to develop collections on South
Africa ttrat reflect the full diversity of
viewpoints and experience in that coun-
try, particularly to consider securing
materials f"oy such alternative and
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authoritative sources as the African
National Congress, the Africa Fund and
the Ameriean Committee on Africa, the
International Defense and Aid Fund, the
South African Institute for Race Rela-
t ions, and Ravan Press, and these pub-
lications be made accessible through
Iibrary catalogs by the assignment of
sufficient and appropriate subject head-
ings, and be it therefore further

RESOLVED, that ALA invite library
colleagues in South Africa to tell Ameri-
can librarians how we may help them
achieve a free flow of information, open
and responsive library service, and am
more just and humane soeiety.

Passed at ALA membership meeting II on
July 2,  1986.

*********t  ***

MINNESOTA SRRT

The July/August I,IILA Newsletter (Minne-
sota Library Association) reports that
the Minnesota Social Responsibilities
Roundtable has been resurreeted as part
of MLA. Interested persons should write
to Pamela Towne, c/o North Regional
Library, 1315 Lowry Ave. North, Minne-
apolis, MN 55411, or to Liz Anderson,
provisional co-chair, 3142 West Calhoun,
Apt. 108, Minneapolis, MN 55416. ALA
SRRT applauds this development and
Action Council would like to know about
any other- state SRRT org:anizations.
Illinois is the only other one known to
us at this time.

*******x*****

FREEDOM TO READ FOUNDATION

The Freedom to Read Foundation met all
day June 26 in New York. The board
discussed a report on "The Relationship
between the American Library Association
and the Freedom to Read Foundation, "
dated 25 Apri l  1986. Much of the atten-
tion centered on communication between
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the two organizations.

The Morison case, in which an Ameri-
can was convicted of selling a photo-
graph of a Soviet ship to a British pub-
Iication, will be appealed, and the FTRF
will probably file an amicus curiae brief
because the case seems to invite an
American version of Britain's Official
Secrets Act.

The board plans to have an emer-
gency meeting as soon as possible after
the Meese Commission report  is released.

The "propaganda filmst' case, involv-
ing three films released by the National
Film Board of Canada (Acid from
Heaverz, Acid Rcfn: Requiem or Recov-
ery?, and /f You Love This Plonet) was
discussed. Apparent ly,  l ists of the
number (not the names) of v iewers of
films deemed "foreign propaganda" are to
be sent to the Internal Securi ty Sect ion
of the Department of Justice, according
to existing law. A Court of Appeals has
ruled that how many people saw the film,
in what ttreater it rvas shown, and who

sponsored it  must be part of the report
to the ISS. The FTRF board may take
an amicus curiae position on any further
l i t igation. (The act in question is the
Foreign Agents Registration Act of 1938,
as amended, according to a letter to
Robert Wedgeworth from Joseph E.
Clarkson, chief of the Registration Unit
of  the ISS.)

In Panama City, Florida, a group of
parents is demanding the removal of
Robert Cormier's book I Am the Cheese
from Bay County schools. There is no
litigation yet, but the superintendent of
schools has responded with a "cit izens'
committee" appointed to review future
purchases of reading materials and text-
books. It  was suggested that in
response to the appeal of the teacher
from Mowat Junior High School who
brought this case to the foundation's
attention, it could use the technique
used in the Sallisaw (Oklahoma) case and
organize a roundtable with attorneys to
settle the disputes peacefully and out of
court. --Noel Peatt ie, SRRT representa-
t ive to FTRF
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