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FTF, ready to take the capitol hy storm 

In this issue: 

Winter 1997 

Midwinter '97: 
Washington, D.C. 
FTF agenda to include: 

elections, racism, more· 
Election endorsements will be high on the list of tasks at 

Midwinter. Two candidates for ALA Council are well known to the 
Femlnlst Task Force; others may be announced at the Midwinter 
Conference. GraceAnne DeCandldo, Involved In women's Issues for 
many years, ls a candidate for Council. She has been an editor for 
H. W. Wilson until recently, and before that, for Library Journal. 

Susana Hinojosa Is also running for Council; she was Instru
mental In developing the FIF racism preconference In Berkeley In 
1987. 

Another goal Includes finding additional means to promote anti
racist tralnlng and awareness. At Annual, we also discussed en
couraging American Ubrarles to reinstate its policy of including 
salary ranges in employment advertisements, revising the FrF 
brochure, updating the SHARE (Sisters Have Resources Every
where) Directory, and revisiting the issue of ALA-sponsored confer
ence day care. 

See the folding pocket calendar, pages 5 and 6, for selected 
meeting times. 

Conference News, pages 2 and 5 
Midwinter calendar, pages 5 and 6 
Book reviews: 

Winter 1997 

Human Rights • Self Defense • Short Stories • Poetry • More 
Beginning on page 3 
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Berman receives 
Intellectual Freedom 
Award 

Sanford Berman has been selected to receive the 
Robert B. Downs Intellectual Freedom Award for 
1996. Berman will receive the award at a reception 
on Saturday, February 15, 1997, from 5:30-7:30 
p.m. at the Dupont Plaza Hotel, durtng the ALA Mid
Winter Meeting tn Washtngton, D.C. 

Berman's work Influenced the Library of Con
gress to adopt new, less-biased subject headtngs, 
and his efforts contributed to the American Library 
Association Council's adopting a policy on providtng 
library access and services to the poor. 

A wtnner Is selected armually by the School of · 
Library and Information Science at the U nlverslty of 
Illtnols at Urbana-Champaign. The award acknowl
edges tndividuals or groups who have furthered the 
cause of Intellectual freedom, particularly as It 
Impacts libraries and tnformatlon centers and the 
dlssemtnatlon of ideas. Granted to those who have 
resisted censorship or efforts to abridge the freedom 
of tndividuals to read or view materials of their 
choice, the award may be In recognition of a particu
lar action or long-term tnterest tn, and dedication to, 
the cause of tntellectual freedom. 

Greenwood Publishtng Group, Inc., Westport, 
Connecticut, supports the award by providtng an 
honorarium to the recipient and co-hosting the 
reception. 

Earlier recipients tnclude Eleanor and Elliot 
Goldstetn, founders of the Social Issues Resources 
Serles, Inc. [SIRS] (1995); Maggie Breen, collection 
coordtnator, Jefferson County (CO) Public Library 
(1994); Nat Hentoff, writer and Journalist (1993); 
Mary Jo Goodwtn, former editor of the Wilson 
Library Bulletin (1992); and Dennis Barrie and the 
Clnctnnatl Contemporary Arts Center (1991). 

Book to come out on varied 
sexuality of librarians 

Liberating minds: the stories and professional 
lives of gay, lesbian and bisexual Ubrartans and their 
advocates, to be released tn June, examines the 
"coming out" experiences of gay, lesbian, and 
bisexual librarians In the Untted States, Canada, 
Germany and New Zealand. The book contains more 
than 35 selections, from narratives, memoirs, 
tnterviews, speeches, letters, short stories, and 
research papers by Sanford Berman, Barbara 
Gomez, Ellen Greenblatt, library educator James V. 
Carmichael, Jr., and others, and a foreword by Cal 
Gough. McFarland & Company Is the publisher. 

In brtngtng together an tnternatlonal collection 
of accounts, the book spotlights alternative sexual 
orientations and pertinent Issues among library 
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professionals, their advocates, library users, book
sellers~ and others. 

The author, Norman G. Kester, MLIS, Is a 
llbrartan In Ontario, Canada and Is a colunmtst and 
contributor to two upcoming monographs--C!vd 
rights, Ubraries, and black lfbrartanshlp and JJar!rtg 
to jlnd. our names: the search for lesbtgay llbra,y 
history. 

Promotion activities are scheduled In San 
Francisco at ALA's 1997 Annual Conference, wtth a 
World Wide Web site set to go up within a few 
months. 

Parastoo 
Continued from pag, 7 

The Jacket of Parastoo indicates the book 
"echoes wtth the sorrow of exile yet offers the tender 
promise of rejuvenation." If physical and/or emo
tional death Is a form of rejuvenation, perhaps. This 
book can be recommended for extensive collections 
of Middle Eastern literature only. 

-K. Thompson 

~ 
FEMINIST 

TASK.FORCE 

Wom,en 
in Libraries 
http://darkwing.uoregon.edu/-holman/FTF / 

Women tn Libraries, the Newsletter of the American 
Library Association's Feminist Task Force. is 
published four times a year. To subscribe, inquire 
about your subscription, or to change your address, 
write to Diedre Conkling. Publisher. Women in 
Ubraries. c/o ALA, SRRf. 50 East Huron Street, 
Chicago, IL 60611. Subscriptions are $5 for 
individuals. $8 for Institutions (prepaid). or $10 for 
invoiced subscriptions. 

Madeleine Talnton, Editor 
West Texas A&M University 

Diedre Conkling. Publisher 
Lincoln County, Oregon. Library District 

Theresa Tobin. Listseiv Administrator 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

To subscribe to the Feminist List, send this e-mail 
message to llstserv@mltvma.mit.edu: 

subscribe feminist fintname laatname. 
Send articles. comments, or materials for 

review. but not subscription questions, to: 
Madeleine Tainton, Media Services Librarian, West 
Texas A&M University. WI'AMU Box 736, Canyon. 
TX 79016-0736. Phone: 806-656-2407; Fax 806-
656-2213; e-mail: mtalnton@wtamu.edu. 

Contributors: Helga Borek, New York Publlc 
Library; Paul Charney, West Texas A&M University; 
Pamela Crossland, WfAMU: Laurel Duda. University 
of Rhode Island: Beth Jedlicka, University of 
Georgia; Necia Parker-Gibson. University of Arkan
sas: Madeleine Tainton, WI'AMU; Konny Thompson. 
Gonzaga University; Theresa Tobln, Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. 

Women in Lihraries 



Book Reviezv Sectio11 

Rights and fiction: El Salvador and elsewhere 
W Tula, Maria Teresa. Este es mi testimonio; 
Maria Teresa Tula, luchadora pro-derechos 
humanos de El Salvador. With Lynn Stephen. 
Boston: South End Press, 1994. Cloth, ISBN 0-
896084-85-X, $30.00; paper, ISBN 0-896084-
84-1, $14.00. 

Hear my testimony Is a compelling, auto-bio
graphical account of a human rights activist In El 
Salvador during Its worst episodes of political and 
social violence. In her own words, as recorded by 
Lynn Stephen, Maria Teresa Tula tells about her 
childhood growtng up poor In a small town, Izalco. 
When her father abandoned the famlly, she went to 
live wtth her mother and stepfather In Santa Ana. 
There she reunited wtth her first love, Rafael 
Canales, and they had three children. Her husband 
got a Job In a sugar mill where the working concll
tlons were horrible; consequently, he and his fellow 
workers went on strike. The anny Intervened, clearly 
on the side of the employer,' telling the workers their 
strike was hurting the economy and thereby Illegal. 
Canales was among twenty-one workers arrested, 
whom the meclla characterlzed as "terrorists". Up to 
this point, the couple were simply trying to make 
ends meet 

Tula's first taste of political activism came 
wtth the arrest of her husband. She then got In
volved wtth CO-MAD RES (Committee of Salvadorean 
Mothers and Families of Political Prisoners, Missing 
Persons, and those Murdered), which clld not sit well 
wtth her husband, who found himself black-listed 
and unemployed. Eventually, he became supportive 
of Tula's work of keeping track of the victims of 
government repression. In the midst of heightened 
tensions and the Salvadoran government's denials of 
clandestine "cementartes; Canales was taken 
prisoner. The newspaper later reported that he was 
kllled In a "shoot-out• wtth police. The 1980 assas
stnation of Archbishop Romero, who had been 
speaking out against the government's inabllicy to 
control the army's gross violations of human rights, 
added fuel to the fire. With arms and money, the 
United States shamelessly continued to support a 
government that tolerated right-wing death squads 
and opposed, together with the elites, much needed 
land reform. In fact, the article by Kelley Ready In 
this volume provides a historical background to the 
land problem In El Salvador which was the underly
Ing cause of the Insurgency In the countryside. 

Guilt-by-association was often used as a 
Justification to ellmtnate entire families. To avoid 
capture and possible hann to her family, Tula left 
the country and became a spokesperson for CO
MADRES while traveling through Mexico, Canada, 
the United States, and Europe. Upon her return to 
El Salvador In 1984, she was imprisoned and there 
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tortured and raped. She reveals nothing about the 
CO-MADRES workers; they use pseudonyms and do 
not even tell their own families what exactly they do. 
In the book, she pointedly states that International 
pressure forced the government to release her, and 
In no way was thts amnesty Initiated by the govern
ment She again went Into exile. Nevertheless, she 
ends her story on an optimtstlc note. The peace 
agreement signed between the government and the 
Insurgents (Frente Farabundo Marti para la 
Llberacl6n Naclonal) In 1991 give her hope that one 
day she will return to El Salvador to participate In 
the process of reconciliation. 

Tula's story Is certainly good reading. It should 
further convince the American people of what was 
actually going on In El Salvador, espectal!y If ever 
translated Into English. Many Americans at the 
time did not buy her story and, Instead, believed 
that the U.S. government was sending aid to El 
Salvador In order to restore democracy. Hopefully, 
the mlstnformatlon will be relegated to the garbage 
bin of history. -P. Charney 

W Randall, Margaret. The price you pay: the 
hidden cost of women's relationship to money. 
New York: Routledge, 1996. Cloth, ISBN 0-
415912-03-2, $59.95; paper, ISBN 0-415912-
04-0, $16.95. 

Margaret Randall, poet, committed socialist and 
activist, has written a book on money. In a recent 
talk at New Words Bookstore tn Cambridge, Massa
chusetts, she described the book as a "poet's study 
rather than an academic study" of the relationship 
of women and money. 

In her Introductory section, she notes that the 
women's movement has created safe spaces for us to 
speak of formerly unspeakable things: rape, Incest, 
child abuse, spousal abuse, our sexuality. We are, 
however, often conflicted when asked about our 
Income, state of personal finances, or the monetary 
resources at our disposal. Throughout the book, she 
quotes heavily from responses to a survey she sent 
to 830 women from a wtde variety of backgrounds 
varying In class, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, 
and economic status. With a written response rate of 
about 11 %, she followed up 37 of the responses wtth 
In-depth Interviews. She was surprised by the 
number of friends and acquaintances who agreed 
verbally to respond to the survey, but who ultimately 
did not. 

The book asks more questions than It answers. 
The Issues raised are very Intriguing and encourage 
us to examine the metaphors, myths, lies, and/or 
rules which surround money or financial concerns 

Continued ntXt pag, 
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Book Reviezv Section 
Continued from page 3 
In our families of origin and the families we have 
created In adulthood. 

She relates her discussions with women to our 
tendency to lie casually about money Issues, e.g., 
raising or lowering our salary when asked to re
spond to cues from questioner, lowering It lfwe feel 
ashamed that we earn more than our frtends or 
raising It because we equate our worth with the 
amount paid for our labor. She reveals, also, the 
power of our early socialization. Although she has 
spent most of her adult life In socialist Cuba or 
Nicaragua and thought she had escaped our own 
culture's deifying of money, she, too, acted In 
manipulative ways with her.own.children when It 
came to money-pretending to give money freely only 
to criticize the choice of where to spend !ti In the last 
chapter, her daughter tells her story, and we glimpse 
the process we all need to go through to clear the 
demons surrounding money and Its ·power from our 
psyches. 

The book's primary value Is In raising the 
Issues-It goes way beyond the· often-noted exclu
sion of women and girls from financial Information 
and delves Into how this exclusion affects our 
personal relationships with friends, lovers, and co
workers, and our political relationships In organiza
tions and to our governments. It also gives us a peek 
at what feminist responses to financial organization 
can bring-beyond sliding scales of fees and volun
tary fee setting. Margaret Randall's other books 
include: 
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Women in Cuba, twenty years later. NY: 
Smyrna Press, 1981. Wlth photographs by 
JuctyJanda. 

Risking a somersault in the atr: conversations 
with N!caraguan writers. San Francisco: 
Solidartty Publicatlons,1984. 

Sandino's daughters: testimon!es ofN!caraguan 
women in struggle. Vancouver: New Star 
Books, 1981: revised edition, Rutgers 
Un!verslty Press, 1995. 

The shape ofre<:t insider/outsider reflections 
with Ruth Hubbard. San Francisco: Clels 
Press, 1988. 

Coming home: peace without complacency. 
Albuquerque: West End Press, 1990. 

Gathering rage: the failure of twentieth centwy 
revolutions to develop a feminist agenda. 
New York: Monthly Review Press, 1992. 

Sandino's daughters reulsited: feminism in 
N!caragua. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers 
Un!verslty Press, 1994. 

-T. Tobin 

W Deming, Barbara; McDaniel, Judith, ed. I 
change, I change: poems by Barbara Deming. 
Norwich, VT: New Victoria, 1996. Cloth, ISBN 
0-934678-72-3, $12.95. 

The poems here follow a chronology that mirrors 
Barbara Deming's relationships; each chapter Is 
named for a woman the author loved. The early 
poems are full of freedom and passion and, as Grace 
Paley notes In the preface, bear a resemblance to the 
work of e.e. cummlngs. The later works become more 
modulated, reserved, and polished, an Indication of 
the author's maturation and her response to pain 
and trouble with discipline and vision. The change 
reflects a tum from Inward to outward concerns, as 
Deming grew more active In various cMI rights 
movements. 

Deming, like Marie Claire Blais, Kate Millet, and 
others who grew up and eventually came out In the 
1940s, 1950s, and 1960s, continued to strive for a 
supportive community In a desire to combine the 
strength of the group with the strength of the 
Individual In a way that would allow freedom and 
responsibility to coexist. She sought to reconcile the 
need to make art and to make a living, and to make 
a "right living.· She became an activist and worked 
to make the world recognize the needs of women, the 
underprtvlleged, mlnorltles, and eventually the gay 
and lesbian community. Most of the poems In thts 
volume deal with love, with self-crttlclsm, with 
passion and with nature, and with personal rather 
than political Issues. Only some of the later poems 
comment on the political struggle. ridiculing the 
church for acting as If God the Father could suckle 
babies, for example, as If the traditionally patriar
chal structure would nourish those outside the 
political pale. 

As a poet and as the granddaughter of an 
Armenian Immigrant who burted himself In assimila
tion to try to save his children and himself the pain 
of racism, I identify with and respect Deming. Her 
struggle for acceptance, for love, for the chance to do 
her work, and for spiritual strength In a world that 
would sometimes Imply that she was not worthy of 
any of these things, and her persistence In spite of 
the difficulties, Is exemplary. The introduction, 
preface, and epilogue add a great deal to the book as 
literary biography, although most of the poetry 
would stand alone. Deming wrote, after her last 
operation for cancer: 

"AND NOW MY SPIRIT GUIDES HAIL ME AND 
SMILE I'VE SUNG MYSELF BEYOND THIS 
LIFE'S PALE." 

I would recommend this volume of poems for 
librartes with poetry collections, collections that lack 
women or lesbian authors, and as counterpoint to 
Prison Notes or some of her other political or auto
biographical titles. 

-N. Parker-Gibson 

Review section continued on page7 
Women in LibraritJ 



Meeting Schtdule: Confirm all dates and times and chtck locations in the ALA Midwinter Meeting Program. 

Saturday, February 15 
• 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., SRRT Action Council. Renaissance Washington, Grand Ballroom S 

· • All Task Force, 9:30-11 a.m., Including Feminist Task Force 
• Action Council I, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

The following Task Forces have scheduled one of their meetings during this slot: Poverty Task 
Force; International Relations Task Force: Feminist Task Force; Alternatives In Print Task 
Force Business Meeting; Gay. Lesbian and Btsexual Task Force Steering Committee, (Room 
17, adjacent to Grand Ballroom); and the Task Force on the Environment. 

• 2:00-4:00 p.m., Progressive Librarians Guild, Renaissance Washington, Grand Ballroom C 
• 2:00-5:30 p.m., GLBTF Book Award Committee, Washington Convention Center, Table 8 
• 4:30--5:30 p.m., GLBTF Program Planning Committee, Capitol Hilton.Michigan 

Sunday, February 16 
• 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., WSS, All Committee 
• 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., GLBTF Book Award Committee, Washington Convention Center, Table 19 
• 4:30--5:30 p.m., WSS, General Membership 

Monday, February 17 
• 8:~:00 a.m., Feminist Task Force, Washington 

Convention Center, Room 28 
• 9:00-10:15 a.m., ALA Council 
• 9:30--11:00 a.m., WSS, Discussion 
• 9:30--11:00 a.m., GLBTF Program Planning Committee, 

Washington Convention Center, Room 18 
• 2:00--4:00 p.m., Monday, SRRT Action Council IT, 

Renaissance Washington, Congres. Hall A 
• 2:00--4:00 p.m., WSS, Executive Committee 

I 

® 

Winter 1YYI 

, 
• 

Landmarks 
A White House O U~ Memorial 
B Urion Station H Oep#tment of Stale 
C U. S, capitol I Ar&lgtm Cemelery 
D Smithsonian J S'-"reme Court 
E Jeffen;on Memorial K Library of Congress 
F Washlngtoo Monument L Washinglon COl'IYen•on C«iter 

Hotels 
1 Capito! Hlffon 10 Holiday Inn Central 
2 Comfort Inn 11 Holiday Inn Franklin Square 
3 Crowne Plaza 12 Hotel Washington 
4 Days Inn 13 Howard Johnson 
5 Doubletree Park 14 Loews L'Enfanl Plaza 
6 Dupont Plaza 15 Madison 
7 Governor's House 16 J. W. Marriott 
8 Grand Hyatt 17 Marriott Metro Center 
9 Henley Parl< 18 Renaissance Washington 

19 Renalssanoe Mayflower 
:ZO Washlnglon Vlsla 
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Capitol places: basic guide 
The Washington Monument. Map 
Letter F. Surely this famous monument 
takes the prize for Most Phallic National 
Building. You may take an elevator to 

500 feet from 9 to 5 daily. To walk (It's 898 
steps), call and make arrangements: 202-
426-6841. 

W Capitol Building. Map Letter C. Here's 
the famous place where they didn't pass the 
ERA. Open 9 to 4:30; tours from 9 to 3:45. 
Get visitor passes to the House or Senate 
galleries from a legislator 1n your state and 
see If you can get a look at Newt. 

W IJbrary of Congress. Map Letter K. A 
must for all us librarians, filled with trea
sures In print. Exhibit Halls open weekdays 
8:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m., weekends to 6 p.m. 

W Supreme Court. Map Letter J. Open 9 to 4:30 
weekdays; lectures on the half hour to 3:30 when 
court Is not In session. Come early to get a seat for 
oral arguments; seating Is first come, first served. 
Don't throw oranges, tempting as It may be. 

W Smithsonian Institution. Map Letter D. A 
collection of museums open IO to 5:30 daily, with 
some exceptions. The National Gallery Is open 10 to 
5 Monday through Saturday and noon to 9 on 
Sunday. Call 202-357-2700 for other exceptions. 
Admission Is free, one of the truly great values left. 

W The White House. Map Letter A. A bastion of 
the patriarchy, but Hillary lives there, too. Open IO 
to noon, Tuesday through Saturday, with some 
exceptions. Get there early. For Information, call 
202-456-7041 or 202-472-3669. 

e.-~ 



Book Revie'lv Sectiot1 
W Brownworth, Victoria A Too queer; essays 
from a radical life. Ithaca, NY: Firebrand Books, 
1996. Cloth, ISBN l-56341-075-3, $26.95; 
paper, ISBN l-56341-074-5, $13.95. 

Victoria Brownworth, a lesbian Journalist and 
Pulitzer Prtze nominee, Is anti-assimilationist 1n her 
view of the homosexual community, a view that 
underglrds this collection of essays ranging 1n topics 
from outing public figures as a political tool, through 
female genital mutilation and her fight against 
breast cancer to her love of gardens. 

In her essay, "Lesbians, outing, and the politics 
of the closet,· she describes the determination of 
cerlaln journalists to expose famous gay men and 
women who have not announced their sexual 
orientation to the public, particularly those !ndMdu
als who have been In a position to achieve political 
and cultural gains for the homosexual community. 
Women, Brownworth admits, have rarely been 
targeted by this radical method of activism, mostly 
because lesbians do not have the financial and 
political power of their gay counterparts. As for her 
own actions, she explains, ··1 have personally only 
outed two living people. One case was Inadvertent .. 
. The other woman I outed was working for the FBI 
and turning In women and men who were queer; 
those people would then be fired for violating FBI 
security rules.· She recounts the history of outing 

black cultural thing; as one of her professors 
named It. Continued research demonstrated that 
this procedure Is not unknown In the United States. 
"According to the Centers for Disease Control, there 
have been 'random' cases of botched excisions 
reported In New York, New Jersey, and Caltfornla .. 
. • This practice Is not against the law In the United 
States despite the efforts of Congresswoman Patricia 
Schroeder to pass legislation against It. The legisla
tion never made It Into commlttee. Brownworth 
succinctly portrays the world's indifference to the 
plight of the 3-4 million girls mutilated each year, 
"the sexual mutilation of one man (John Bobbitt) 
generated more publicity than the sexual mutilation 
of a hundred million women.· 

These essays cover a range of subjects about 
which Brownworth Is passionate and outspoken. 
The Issues are global, not primar1ly lesbian, though 
her analysis of the subjects are from a lesbian 
viewpoint. This volume Is a wonderful educational 
tool for all thinking, concerned people. 

-P. Crossland 

W Yalfani, Mehrt. Parastoo: storie~ and poems. 
Women's Press, 1995. Paper, ISBN 0-889612-
11-0, $10.95. 

In this collection of poems and short stories we 
encounter women who live In oppression In Iran and 

"the sexual mutilation of one man ... generated more publicity 
than the sexual mutilation of a hundred million women." 

both In the tabloid and legitimate press, concluding 
that this political tool will have lost Its leverage when 
society does not regard lesbianism as aberrant. The 
weakness In this essay Is her failure to record the 
consequences to the Individuals who have been 
outed: In an Increasingly violent society, individuals 
who do not share her view are targets for 
homophoblcs, perhaps the most famous posing the 
largest marks. 

Brownworth's personal ethics do not permit her 
to out Individuals she feels are not actively harming 
the lesbian/ gay commUnlty; others In her profession 
do not necessarily adhere to that standard. Few 
people would care to be politically martyred to a 
cause they do not believe In; In fact, the mainstream 
homosexual commUnlty has been outspoken In Its 
opposition to outing. 

In her exceptional essay, • A hundred milllon 
women,· Brownworth paints a graphic mural of the 
precise horror of female genital mutilation. Her 
shock, as she watches a news report In London 
where she realizes young girls are being castrated a 
few blocks from her apartment, Is transformed Into 
twenty years of education on this Issue. For a time 
she regarded this practice as a foreign problem, ·a 
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women who have emigrated from oppression In Iran 
to despair and helplessness In North America. These 
are tales of loss of culture, homeland, friends and 
family. The sentences are terse to the point of being 
monosyllabic, and the characters' names are sym
bolic In a manner that seems awkward In English. 
The writing lacks color In the same way the lives of 
the women do, both 1n their present surroundings 
and, one suspects, In the past environment they 
unantmously yearn for. They all seem to sense a 
perpetual threat, either concrete from the govern
ment or more Intangible 1n the form of cultural 
solitude and lack of companionship, but either 
threat seems beyond their capacity to deal with. In 
order to cope with the hopelessness of their lives the 
women In the stories fall back on helplessness, 
surrendering to dependency on the men they are 
attached to, or to self-destruction or self-oblitera
tion. 

This Is the author's first foray Into English 
language publication. She composed In English, 
although the short biography indicates she normally 
writes In Farsi. 

Parastoo continued on page 2; farther reviews next page 
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Book Reviezv Section 
W Armstrong, Luanne. Bordering. 
Charlottetown, PEI, Canada: Gynergy-Ragweed, 
1995. Paper, ISBN 0-921881-35-5, $10.95. 

Luanne Armstrong's second novel, Bordering, Is 
about Louise McDonald, who lives outside of a small 
town near the US border In Canada. Literally she Is 
"bordering.· She Is also bordering on life, which Is 
quickly passing her by. When we meet her, Louise Is 
out of work, out of money, and nearing desperation. 
Her lover has left, and Louise feels she Is unable to 
follow her. She Is immobilized, mired In self-pity and 
a sense of failure. 

When her best friend's daughter Is accused of 
smuggling drugs across the border, Louise takes 
action. In doing so she uncovers a town secret and 
learns some surprising things about her ex-hus
band. 

Armstrong's characters are well-developed and 
original. In fact, more Interesting than the plot Is 
getting to know Louise and the Inner process she 
goes through during the course of the story. She 
realizes that she can indeed make responsible, 
independent choices, and In the end makes such a 
decision. Bordering Is a quick and enjoyable read. 

· -B. Jedlicka 

W Fetn, Judith, Ph.D. Exploding the myth of 
self-defense: a survival guide for every woman. 
Sebastopol, CA: Torrance, 1993. Paper, ISBN 0-
929523-01-6, $15.95. 

Writing from her own experience with the 
patriarchal hierarchy of the military, Fein takes the 
position that women can be educated to protect 
themselves. She points out how societal controls, 
particularly the fear of rape, control women and 
condition them to view themselves as potential 
victims. Fein uses the techniques she's developed In 
her own self-defense class and starts the book with 
an examination of the myths of self defense (women 
cannot defend themselves), the common enemy all 
women face (their social conditioning), and moves on 
to the psychology of empowerment: "Self-defense 
begins with self empowerment, I.e., the belief In 
one's self. You must believe you are worth fighting 
for.· Fein points out the anatomy of assault and how 
to break each point In that pattern. One chapter 
documents success stories submitted by women 
using her techniques and escaping harm. 

Moving along to sexual harassment, Dr. Fein 
theortzes this Is a tool of patriarchal oppression 
designed to keep women In the base of a pyramidal 
model (away from the finite number of power posi
tions located In the apex of her model). She presents 
practical advice on dealing with sexual harassment, 
Including well-thought-out scenarios of the conse
quences of filing a complaint 

The chapter on physical self defense Is based on 
the theory that It Is not the size of the cat In the fight 
that matters; It Is the size of the fight In the cat. Fein 
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offers five examples of her own pets to back up this 
premise; one would have been more than enough to 
make a point that most readers would have grasped 
without further illustration. Describing physical 
Interventions provides the reader with a limited 
amount of value If she Is not Involved with a defense 
course while reading the book. The book concludes 
with a comparison of the advantages and disadvan
tages of stun guns, alarms, and pepper sprays. 

-P. Crossland 

W Fein, Judith, Ph. D. How tn fight back and 
win: the Joy of self-defense. Sebastopol, CA: 
Torrance, 1996. Paper, ISBN 0-929523-28-8, 
$16.95. 

Judith Fein presents her self-defense techniques 
as an adjunct aid for someone "actually taking a 
course In self-defense or studying at home-almost 
as if being present as one of my students.· Basic 
skills such as stance and punch are described, then 
illustrated by black and white photographs of Fein 
modelling positions. Practice sk1lls are outlined at 
the end of each chapter along with key points to 
remember. 

In Lesson Ten, Fein stumbles over the problem 
of domestic violence. She dutifully lists statistics on 
assault, murder, weapons used, and so forth, and 
offers a list of characteristics to look for In a signifi
cant other that might signal abuse potential. Two 
short paragraphs are devoted to why women stay In 
abusive situations; Fein concludes that low self 
esteem Is the problem that most often keeps women 
In this situation. To overcome low self esteem, she 
·strongly recommend[s] reading my book, Exploding 
the myth of self-defense: a surotva! gufdefor every 
woman. This book Is a primer In the development of 
personal power.· Feln's treatment of domestic 
violence Is slmpl!stlc and does not address many of 
the realltles women In these situations face
availability of spaces In shelters for themselves and 
their children, a legal system that does not always 
take abuse seriously, financial considerations, etc. 
As proud as she Is of her previous work, It Is debat
able whether one can gain the self esteem necessary 
to escape a violent home situation merely from 
reading her book. It should be noted that Fein 's 
advanced degree Is In exercise physiology and 
physical education. 

Later chapters explore home security devices 
and travel safety, as well as techniques to use when 
attacked by weapons. She does caution more 
rigorous practice before using these techniques. 

As a supplement to her course In self defense, 
this book would probably have merit; as a self-help 
course It leaves much to be desired. 

-P. Crossland 
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~ Rizzo, Cindy, Jo Schneiderman, Lisa 
Schwelg, Jan Shafer, Judith Stein, eds. AU the 
ways home. Parenting and children in the 
lesbian and gay communities: a collection of 
slwrtfictioTL Norwich, VT: New Victoria, 1995. 
Cloth, ISBN 0-934678-68-5, $19.95; paper, 
ISBN 0-934678-65-0, $10.95. 

AU the ways home Is a collection of stories about 
the trials and Joys of being a part of lesbian and gay 
fam111es. These narratives not only bring us home to 
the fam111ar1tles of family relationships, but also 
build a home unique to the homosexual community. 
Whether It's the lesbian couple wanting a baby, the 
daughter with two mothers, the father struggling to 
accept his gay son's new child, or the child dealing 
with a parent's "coming out," each author's story 
adds a new room of distinctive Incidents, courage, 
fears, and perceptions. The editors have done an 
outstanding Job In combining these stories to create 
a household of family experiences, allowing the 
reader to realize the challenges that face members of 
homosexual fam111es. Although representing the 
"coming out" society, the stories In this book are 
really Inviting the reader to ·come In" to their homes 
and find that we are truly a world village. AU the 
ways home would be essential to collections on 
family relationships, Iesbt-gay communities, and 
short stories. -L. Duda 

~ Kivi, Linda K. lfhome is a place. Vancouver, 
B.C.: Polestar Book Publishers, 1995. Paper, 
ISBN l-896095-02-X, $16.95 Canada, $12.95 
USA. 

This heartfelt first novel traces one family's 
experience as World War II refugees from Estonia 
who ultimately settle In Canada. Author Kivi, a 
Canadian of Estonian heritage herself, focuses on 
three generations of women, attempting to show 
through them how our Identity Is shaped by the Idea 
of home, and how the experience of exile, with Its 
lack of homeplace, twists and disorients. The novel 
Is structured as a multiple narrative, moving back 
and forth between past and present, Intertwining the 
stories of matriarch Marla, daughters Soft and Helgl, 
and Sofl's daughter Esther. 

The historical sections, told by the three elder 
women, are wonderfully vlvld, giving a fine Impres
sion of wartime hardships and uncertainties, and of 
the heroism of daily life. For them, home Is a place 
left behind (sometimes more than once), and life 
literally a Journey. For Esther, coming of age In 
Winnipeg's Estonian community as the dissolution 
of the Soviet Union redefines home once, the Journey 
Is more spiritual, a search for the homeplace within 
herself. Just as stories of the past sometimes seem 
more vibrant than the present, however, Esther's 
narrative Is never so compelling as those of her 
mother, aunt, and grandmother. Her life seems 
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smaller than theirs, less Interesting and somehow 
less Important Even the older women become less 
Interesting as they put the war and fltght behind 
them. Though It might have been better, this Is a 
worthwhile book. At Its best, when recounting the 
past, the reader has the sense of sitting on a 
neighbor's porch listening to family stories, and 
that's a good feeling. -H. Borek 

~ Carol, Ruth, ed. Altemativesfor women with 
endometriosis: a guide for women by women. 
Chicago: Third Side Press, 1994. Cloth, ISBN 1-
879427-15-X. $30.95; paper, ISBN 1-879427-
12-5, $12.95. 

Carol begins her book with a definition of 
endometrlosls, details forms of alternative treatment, 
and continues with autobiographical studies of 
women who pursued these alternatives Instead of or 
along with standard medical treatments like surgery 
and hormone therapy. She concludes with a list of 
references, a bibliography, and a list of referring 
agencies. . 

The most effective treatments Involved diet, some 
physical treatment, I.e., acupuncture, acupressure, 
chiropractic, etc., and medicinal herb treatment, 
particularly Chinese herbal medicines. Some women 
also had surgery, before or concurrently with the 
other treatments, to remove adhesions or endome
trtal material. There ls a noticeable tendency for 
alternative practitioners to suggest an association of 
the disease with past or present mental or psycho
logical traumas and suggest counseling or relaxation 
and visualization techniques. The most successful 
treatments In the studies were of the "whole 
woman," at all levels-physical, mental and emo
tional. Carol mentions repeatedly that alternative 
therapies that work are adapted for the individual, In 
concert with her practitioners, and not adopted 
wholesale from any book. Certainly, patients should 
be aware of the fact that some herbs and other 
alternative medicines, If taken In the wrong concen
trations or by some sensitive individuals, may be 
poisonous rather than beneficial. Acupuncture has 
Just been approved for use by the FDA, but many 
Insurance companies will not yet pay for alternative 
therapies. 

The editor ls past president of the Chicago 
chapter of the Endometrlosls Association and writes 
professionally on health Issues. Her book's acces
sible approach, illustrating the variety of treatments 
available for this chronic and painful condition, Is 
heartening. It ls pleasantly formatted, legible, using 
a larger than average font, and especially useful to 
those who might be put off by more difficult lan
guage or who wish to focus their reading on this 
specific condition. Purchase, If appropriate; also 
consider Women's bodies, women's wisdom (Bantam, 
1994). an overview of many women's health Issues, 
for Its broader coverage. -N. Parker-Gibson 
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It may be that time again! 
If it's time for you to renew your subscrlption, 

we'd like to hear from you. 
Consider donating a subscrtption to your library 

school. That way, you show your support for both 
the Femlnlst Task Force and new Ubrartans. 

Clip the subscrtptlon coupon and send It to 
American Library Association, Office for Library 
outreach Services, 50 E. Huron St., Chicago, IL 
60611. Enclose your check payable to ALA/SRJIT/ 
FTF, and note on the check, "For Women in Libraries." 

lcheckone. -------------, 

I I 
I 
( ) Enclosed is my check for a one-year subSCiiption I 
to Women in Libraries, $5 for an individual. $8 for an 

I institution. I 
I ( ) I wish to be billed, for $2 additional. I 
I I 
I Name--------------1 
I Address ________________ ! 
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I I 
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