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Volume 18, Number 2 November/December 1988· 

Midwinter Meeting Schedule 
Washington, D. C. 1989 

Feminist Task Force Meetings 
The Feminist Tusk Force has three meetings at 
midwinter, listed here after the last round of 
schedullng changes. Several other meetings 
which may be of Interest are Included here. Check 
later schedules to confirm times and to find room 
numbers. 

January 6, 1989. Friday 
4:30 - 7:00 p.m. ACRL, Women's Studies Section Social 
Hour (details on page 2) 

January 7, 1989. Saturday 
8:00 - 9:00 a.m. COSWL 
9:00 - 11 :00 a.m. American Indian Library Association 
9:00. - 11 :00 a.m. SRRr, International Human Rights 
Task Force 
11 :30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. COSWL: Advancing Women in 
Librruy Management Subcommittee 
11 :30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. EMIERI', Library Education 
Task Foree 
2:00 - 4:00 p.m. SRRT, Feminist Task Force 
2:00 - 5:30 p.m. SRRr, Corretta Scott King Awards 
Committee (First of several meetings) 
2:00 - 5:30 p.m. SRRr, Gay/Lesbian Task Force 
Membership Meeting 
4:30 - 5:30 p.m. Minority Concerns Committee 
4:30 - 5:30 p.m. Committee on Pay Equity 

January 8, 1989. Sunday 
8:00 - 9:00 a.m. COSWL: Legislation Subcommittee 
8:00 - 9:00 a.m. EMIERI', Jewish Librarians Task Force 
9:30 - 11 :00 a.m. SRRT. Feminist Task Force 
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ACRL: Assoclatlon of College and Research Ubraries 

COSWL: Committee on the Status of Women in IJ.braritµlship 

EMIERI': Ethnic Matertals Information Exchange RoWld Table 

LAMA: Ltbrmy Admintstratlon and Management Association 

RASO: Reference and Adult Services Oiviston 

SRRI': Social RespOJ1SJ'bilities Round Table 

2:00 • 5:30 p.m. COSWL 
4:00 ~ 6:00 p.m. Reception, I.aromas "Women's Books 
and MorC- (address and directions on page 2) 
4:30 - 5:30 p.m. COSWL: Bibliography /Clearinghouse 

' Subcommittee 
8:00 - 10:00 p.m. Black Caucus 

January 9, 1989. Monday 
8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. COSWL, Minority Women Oral 
History Project Task Force - Inteiviewer Training Session 
9:00 • 11 :00 a.m. ACRL Women's Studies Section, 
Conference Program Planning Committee, Dallas 1989 
9:30 - 11 :00 a.m. RASD, Women's Materials and 
Wo~ Llbrruy Users Discussion Group 
2:00 - 4:00 p.m. LAMA, Women Administrators 
Discussion Group 

January 1 O, 1989. Tuesday 
8:00 - 9:00 a.m. COSWL, Advancing Women in Library 
Management Subcommittee 
9:00 - 10:00 a.m. SRRT. Feminist Task Force 
11 :30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. COSWL 
2:00 - 4:00 p.m. SRRr, Gay /Lesbian Task Force 
Steering Committee 



Networking is the fun part_:._Be there! 

Sodallf llotms can be Important to wocklng In a 
~ and they can be fun, too. Here are two 
special mcettng,. fir those actlYe or lntemsted in 
women's adwttles In ALA or women's studies. 

ACRL-WSS will host a soclal hour to welcome new 
members, seasoned veterans, and tnterested none 
mcmbera from ,i.,ao to 7:00 p.m., Friday, Januruy 
6, 1989, In the Shottham Hotel's Garden Court. 
There Is no formal reservation in the area; It ts the 
general hotel lounge on the main floor. We'll try to 
congregate near one side. WSS Executive Commit
tee membera will serve as •greetes-s, • directing and 
tntroduc!ng you. By meeting this way at the 
beginntng of the conference, ACRI; ):lopes to help 

Women in the News 

United Nations Policies 
The United Nations Development FUnd for Women. 
or Un!fem, Is making big changes on a small scale. 
The fund gives small loans to villages, mainly in the 
third world, for fmprovements. Recently, the 
women of a small Gambian village bought a millet 
mill; the mill does in five minutes what It used to 
take the women four hours to do, leaving them 
time to grow more crops for market. The fund ts so 
successful and in such demand, Unlfem ls trying to 
solicit more money for the loans. The U. S. dona
tion to the fund has nearly tripled this year, though 
it Is stlll quite small. - From The New York Times, 
Nov. 3, 1988. 

Children 
Children's rights are also at Issue in the U. N. The 
General Assembly is debating a convention on child 
abuse and the human rtghts of children. Though 
most of the rights, the obligations of parents, are 
already listed under the United Nations Universal 
Declaration on Human Rights, for the first time 
they would be defined as children's tights. The 
rules also break new ground by establishing the 
tight of children to enjoy a family life and extending 
international legal protection to adoption proc
esses. -From The New York Times, Nov. 3, 1988 

Elsewhere, children's problems are on the rise. In 
American cities, drug abuse, pregnancy, dropout 
rates, and homelessness have increased more for 
children than for adults. At the United States 
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people get acquainted and find.out what's going on 
in our section and other·wm11en's·groups in 'ALA. 
Make It a success and a regular conference event! 
eome, and bring your .fiiends and colleagues. 

LAMMAS "Women's Books and More,· 
Washington's only feminist bookstore, will hold a 
reception for women llbrarlans on Sunday, Januaiy 
8, 1989 from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. The address Is 
1426 21st Street NW, Dupont Circle, at 21st and P. 
1hls ts just two blocks from either exit of the 
Dupont Circle Metro stop on the Red Llne. If you 
get lost, call them at 202-775-8218. Try to attend, 
for thts ls a fine bookstore with a most welcoming 
and informed staff. 'I' 

Conference of Mayors on October 26, the mayors 
suggested that the next president's priorities In 
terms of children should be child care, drug 'abuse 
and !'(!ucatlon. - From The New York Times, Oct. 
27, 1988 

And Childcare 

While the mayors looked at studies showing that 
• 45 percent of the demand for childcare goes unmet, 

a professor of chemlsby at Stanford University 
called for five-year subsidies for young scientists 
who are also young mothers. Carl Djerassl's plea 
for such aid reached prominence when Gertrude B. 
Elion received a Nobel Prize in medicine last 
month. Because of the difllculty in supporting 
herself, she could only attend school part time and 
had to forgo other commitments. She sacrificed a 
Ph. D .. marriage and motherhood. "Professor 
Djerassl underscored that his proposal, which 
deals with the needs of a special categmy of 
women, Is no substitute for broader child-care 
reforms. The greater neglect seriously harms the 
nation's children and the lives of women. The 
limited crisis in science merely puts the spotllght 
on the larger crlsts." - From The New York Times. 
Nov.9, 1988 

Fathers' rights 
Unmarried fathers are gaining some rights; married 
but separated fathers are suing for others. More 
unmarried fathers are seeking visitation tights or 



custody, possibly a sign that at least some men are 
recognizing the benefits as well as the responslbill
tles of parenthood. States are y!eldlng on surname 
requirements, as Rhode Island did 1n October, 
when It agreed to gtve a ch!ld her father's surname 
rather than the surname of her mother's estranged 
husband. 

Marrted men are suing women to stop abortions, 
guided by the tlghtly organized anti-abortion 
movement to ask courts for restra1n!ng orders. 
State courts have heard 12 such cases this year, 
but the Supreme Court has so far refused to 
reconsider its 1976 ru11ng that a state may not 
make a woman's right to an abortion contlngent on 
her husband's pennlsslon. -From The New York 
Times, October 28 and November 15, 1988. 

Elsewhere in The Law 

begun to find acceptance for a self-defense argu
ment. Femlntst scholars, begtnn1ng to Influence 
law, have persuaded some courts to allow expert 
testimony which supports such defenses both for 
battered wives and abused children, resulting 1n 
acquittal or lesser charges ltke manslaughter. 
Slmllarly, 1n the l 970's, It was female lawyers who 
began to see sexual harrassment 1n the workplace 
as unjustified, mak!ng legal arguments against It 
as a form of sex dlscrlmlnatlon, though previously 
It was considered a given. Stephen Gillers, a law 
professor at New York University, said "It's not one 
doctrtne that the feminists are proposing. It's a re
construction oflegal theory. Ultimately, we're 
going to feel It through an avalanche of a thousand 
little decisions.• Leslie Bender, professor of the 
Syracuse University College of Law, writes, "'Ihe 
masculine voice of rights, autonomy and abstrac
tlon has led to a standard that protects etnctency 
and profit. The feminine voice can design a tort 
system that encourages behavior that 1s caring 
about others' safety and responsive to others' needs 
or hurts. and that attends to human contexts and 
consequences.• Carol G1lllgan's 1982 book, In a 
Different Voice, Is credited with breaking new 
ground 1n femln!st legal theory. She states that 
men think 1n terms of a hierarchy of values, but 
that women live In a "contextual web" where 
decision making depends on several Interdepend
ent factors. - From The New York Times, Sept. 30 
and Nov. 11, 1988. 

Women have not fared so well as victims. As men 
find themselves un.able to control women, unsure 
of thetr roles, they are killlng them and being 
excused by Juries. Recently a new defense called 
"rough sex• has been mal<ing Its appearance at 
tr1als of men who have k1lled thetr girlfriends. Two 
men In New York. claim!ng they strangled their 
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victims during sex games, were convicted of man
slaughter, with a sentence of five to 15 years, and 
crlmlnally negligent homicide, a lesser charge 
which carries a sentence of only about two to four 
years. Norma Ramos, legal counsel for Women 
Against Pornography, said the defense lawyers tn 
these cases •are merely exploiting the Inequality of 
women and reaping the benefits of the lack of 
credlbillty women have tn our legal system.· "This 
defense,• she said, "comes straight from pornogra
phy: 'she wanted It, she liked It. she deserved It.'" 
Kenneth Llttman, the Assistant District Attorney 
who prosecuted one of the cases, said "I thtnk the 
situation Is worse for women than Just the idea 
that rough sex Is being used as a defense. What's 
worse Is the Jury's wllltngness to believe It's the 
woman's fault.• - From an article by Sharon Wyse 
tn New Direct1Dnsfor Women, September/October 
1988. 

The system does not help most abused chHdren, 
either, and the record Is appalling. Harvard 
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Women in Llbrories, the Newsletter of the American 
Libra,:y .Association's Feminist Task Force, is 
published five umes a year, from September to June. 

Madele!ne Tainton. Editor 
Hamllton College 

Dorothy Granger, Contributing Editor 
Paclftc Oaks College 

Diedre Conkling, Managing Editor 
Southwest Branch, Weber County Llbrary 

Send articles, comments, or books for :review 
to Madeleine Talnton. Editor, Audiovisual 
Services, Hamilton College, Clinton, NY 13323. 

To subscdbe, wrlte to American Libraiy Association, 
Office for Llbnuy Outreach, 60 East Huron Street. 
Chicago, IL 60611. Subscriptions are $5 for 
Individuals, $8 for Institutions prepaid, or 
$10 for Invoiced subscrjptlons. Make check 
payable to ALA/SRRr /FI'F and note "For Wooten in 
Ubrarles." 

Contributors: Diedre Conkling. Weber County Llbrary. 
Roy, UT: Lynn Mayo, Hamilton College, Clinton. NY; 
Teny McMaster, Utica College, Utica, NY; Sarah 
Pritchard, Prlnceton University, Princeton, NJ; Betty
Carol Sellen, Brooklyn College, CUNY, Brooklyn. NY; 
Madeleine Talnton, Hamllton College, Clinton, NY; Polly 
'Ihtstlethwaite, New York University, New York, NY. 



University in conjunction with Massachusetts 
General Hospital has conducted a study finding 
that 75 percent of children who say they have been 
sexually abused by a divorced or separated parent 
are not bellpe<l by courts that refuse to take any 
protective action. In one case, the Judge ruled that 
there was insufficient evidence that sexual abuse 
had occurred even though a doctor testified that 
semen had been found in a girl's vagina after her 
father's visit. Dr. Muriel Sugarman, who led the 
study, reasoned that judges trratlonally believe that 
fathers do not sexually abuse their children and 
that mothers Ile. The Coalition Against the Sexual 
Abuse of Young Children Is a new group working to 
help children who are victims of sexual abuse. To 
help, write to them at 5323 Nebraska Avenue, N. 
W., Washington D. C. 20015, or caJl 202-966-7183. 
From New Directions far Women. September/ 
October 1988. 

Unmarried Rights: 
Why Can't Sharon Kowalski Come Home? 

Sharon Kowalski can't return home because of 
popular attitudes towards disability and homo
sexuality. In 1983 Kowalski was set1ously injured 
when her car was struck by a drunk dt1ver. A 
permanently disabling head injury left her unable 
to communicate or move in traditional ways. For 
the next two years, Karen Thompson, her lover of 
four years, conslantly remained by her side, using 
her knowledge of physical therapy to rehabilitate 
Kowalski in basic life skllls. 

In 1985, after many costly legal battles, Kowalski's 
father was awarded sole guardianship of his 
daughter. Within twenty-four hours he denied 
Thompson visitation. Slhce her father was 
awarded sole guardianship, Kowalski's condition 
has detet1orated. She has been m~d to a nursing 
home hours away from Thompson and other 
fiiends and has received minimal rehabilitation 
therapy. Because they are not partners In the eyes 
of the law, Thompson has no legal t1ght to affect 
decisions regarding Kowalski's medical care. 
Llkew!se, Kowalski has been denied companionship 
when Institutionalized without choice. These tragic 
conditions could apply equally to other people In 
noh-litehsed relationships, gay or not. Why can't 
Sharon Kowalski Come Home? by Karen Thompson 
and Julie Andrzejewski (Spinsters/Aunt Lute, 
1988), desct1bes Thompson's legal efforts of the 
past four years to be recognized as Kowalski's 
partner and to ensure her the quality care she 
deserves. 

Thompson's battle has been aided by the Minne
sota Civil Liberties Union, the Lambda Legal 
Defense and Education Fund, and now by the 
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National Committee to Free Sharon Kowalski. To 
help, write the Committee at 1725 17th st., N. W., 
Room 515, Washington, D. C. 20002, or caJl them 
at 202-667-3415. Order the book from Spinsters/ 
Aunt Lute, P.O. Box 410687, San Francisco, CA 
94141; $10.95 paper, $20.95 cloth, add $1.00 
postage for the first copy and .40 for each addi
tional; California residents add 6.5 percent tax. 
Call them at 415-558-9655. 

The Disadvantaged 
Dorothy King,· a black woman who operates a 
shelter for abused women, ·has become something 
of a Joan of Arc to Colorado's disadvantaged." In 
August, King and a small group of supporters 
began illegally occupying a vacant house owned by 
the Federal Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) In Denver. She Is trying to get 
the department to lease 55 such houses, owned by 
HUD because of foreclosure, to charities. The 
agency Is willing to lease the houses, but the city's 
residents are not, wort1ed that ·street people" 
might benefit from the hardships of former home 
owners. With lengthy waiting lists for housing 
asslslance, and 47,000 vacant houses nationwide, 
King focused local attention on the Issue. - From 
TIie New York 'Ilmes, Oct. 23, 1988. 

Women in the Army 
For what It's worth, the Army has opened a number 
of occupations to women that had previously been 
closed to them. This could mean as many as 
11.138 new Jobs in the Army will be open to 
women. Women still may not be assigned to any 
combat positions. A new rule specifies that a 
particular occupation should not be judged on the 
basis of skllls involved but on the t1sk of exposure 
to hostile fire. - From TIie New Yark Times, Nov. 
15, 1988. 

Libraries and the M. L. S. 

New York state officials are considet1ng a proposal 
that all library directors have an advanced library 
degree. Some librat1ans see this as a sign of 
professional librat1ans' contempt for small hbrat1es 
whose main purpose Is to supply the public with 
popular recreational reading matet1al. Most small 
rural llbranes, In the face of severe budget restt1c
tions, could not pay a professional llbrat1an. The 
new standards were proposed by a committee of 
librat1ans and library officials appointed by the 
State Board of Regents and have not yet been 
approved by the Regents. More than half of the 
public librat1es In New York state are managed by 
librat1ans without advanced degrees. All of these 



are In rural communities with fewer than 7,500 
people. The Regents clalm that "people expect 
more from libraries these days than Just books.• 
From The New York Tlrnes, Nov. 6, 1988. 

Bias-related Crime 
In New York, a youth was killed In October, appar
ently because he was a black In a white 
neighborhood. The New York '1llnes has called for 
the Legislature to take action. In an editorial, the 
Times clalmed that the reason the ·1.eg1slature has 

. failed to pass a bill Including stiffer penalties for· 
'. bias-related crlmes Is that Republican legislators 

want to exclude sexual preference as a source of 
bias. Any bias should be condemned, and any law 
should reflect that. One question: If a law Is to 
condemn violent crlmes based on bias, given that a 
person's sex Inspires such prejudice, will we see 
stiffer penalties for rape? 

What Freedom of Information? 

Already, any organization using federal funds for 
public health services may not give Information or 
referrals for abortion, due to rules Issued by the 
U. S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
effective last spring. Must libraries fear the Imposi
tion of similar restrictions? Must we wait until 
then to object to this kind of restriction of Informa
tion? Many libraries are recipients of federal funds 
fro,n other sources, and many librarians need to be 
·able both to gtve and receive this kind of Informa
tion. 

Abortion and the Republican 
Now that George Bush Is president-elect. women 
have more work ahead of them. The Republican 
party's abortion plank gives us much to fear. The 
platform states "that the unborn child has a 
fundamental right to life which cannot be In-

. fringed.· Marjorie Bell Chambers, a Republican 
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and a platform ,committee member, proposed an 
amendment to delete the last four words, arguing 
that the words "cannot be Infringed- meant "that 
men and fetuses have a right to life at all times, but 
women lose that right when they become preg
nant.· The committee roundly defeated the amend
ment. We are now faced with a future president 
whose party believes that a fetus should not be 
aborted even to save an adult's life. Any reason
able adult can only react to such a proposition with 
horror. 

Conference on Racism 
to Meet in Iowa 

The Women Against Racism Committee at the 
Unlvers11y of Iowa Women's Resource and Action 
Center Is presenting a conference, Parallels and 
Intersections: A National Conference on Racism 
and other Forms of Oppression, April 6-9, 1989, In 
Iowa Cl1y, Iowa. General sessions plan to cover 
topics like myths and misinformation, the dynam
ics of oppression, alliance building and outlooks for 
social change. The deadline for registration Is 
March l. Write lo the Unlversl1y oflowa Women's 
Resource and Action Center, 130 N. Madison 
Street. Iowa Cl1y, IA 52242. 

National Women's Studies 
Association Conference 

NWSA 1989 will meet at Towson State Unlversl1y, 
Towson, Maryland, June 14-18, 1989. The theme, 
"Feminist Transformations,• Is Intended to empha
size how femlnlst education can change educa
tional patterns and models, restructure ways of 
knowing and being, affect philosophical thought, 
and create new alliances between the academy and 
the communl1y. For Information, write NWSA '89, 
National Women's Studies Association. Unlversi1y 
of Maryland, College Park, MD 20742-1325, or call 
301-454-3757. " 



The NYU Strike 
Librarians and Pay Equity for Library Staff 

Local 3882, United Staff Association of New York 
University, AFf, began what was to be a three-week 
strtke August 29, 1988. The union represents 
1500 NYU clerical and technical employees-70 
percent are women, 50 percent people of color. 
NYU librartes employ about ten percent of the 
university's union members. At issue: pay equity. 
The university offered a 5.5 percent wage Increase 
for each of the next two years; the union sought an 
8 percent yearly tncrease 1n pursuit of salaries 
comparable to the predominantly male unions at 
NYU- those representlng security guards, matnte
nance staff, and elevator operators. The clerical/ 
technical union employees make an average of 
$17,500 a year. The male-domtnated unions tout 
average salaries of $19,500 for their members. 
Hmmm. Other "women's Issues" were at hand- the 
extension of unpaid maternity leave from 4 months 
to 6 months (a benefit NYU faculty, tncludtng 
librartans, already had), establishment of a child 
care program, as well as an agency shop and 
Improvements tn the pension, medical, and dental 
plans. 

Three txylng weeks later. our staff came back to 
work. Tired and bitter tn some cases, they had 
won a great deal of respect and a child care leave, 
an tncrease tn life tnsurance, and a guarantee of 
overtime pay after 35 hours tnstead of 37. 5 hours. 
Alas, the contract calls for only 5. 5 percent wage 
Increases over the next two years. Although this 
Increase per\'Cntage is tied to the pool for faculty 
and admtnlstratlve staff, the contract does not 
tnclude a remedy for the ever-Inequitable wage 
structure. 

During the strike, some NYU librartans and librruy 
administrative staff demonstrated support and 

Special Publishing Schedule 
1988-89 

We will still plan to publish five times this year, but 
we have changed the dates. This Issue merges the 
November and December Issues. January's will be 
our usual Mldwtnter AJA conference report Issue, 
March will have a special Issue to make up for the 
mlsstng fall number, and May will agatn preview 
AI.A"s annual summer conference. 
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sympathy for striktng colleagues. A few spent 
several days on the picket line. Others went to 
work. but walked the picket line some, too. A 
handful participated In a special faculty picket held 
one day about two weeks into the strike. About 40 j 
of us sent signed letters to NYU president · 
Bmdemas urgtng a quick remedy to the situation. 
Other librarians we.re supportlve, so they said, but 
didn't feel compelled or able to take any action. 
Some did clerical jobs (those absolutely necessary); 
and others didn't (by conviction or by luck or both). 
Of those who did the clerical Jobs, some hated It; 
others loved It. And, of course, still others did not 
support the striking worlrers' Interests. 

As librruy and university clerical workers unionize, 
strikes like this will occur with greater frequency. 
We need to thtnk about how we can involve our
selves In these Issues and how to respond to these 
predicaments. Many librarians are tn unions with 
fellow library workers; most are not. 

In the latter case, dilemmas.abound. How: do 
librarians support the union's quest for a fair wage 
when we are identified as administration? What do 
we risk when we do not work to support a labor 
action? Our Jobs, our salaries, our Intangible 
professional "future"? At what risk do we write 
letters to the university administration? How do 
we reconcile with teachillg faculty who, while 
rtghteously teaching classes dff campus, believe 
themselves nobler than we librarians, building
bound to our profession? Easy for them not to 
cross picket lines, they have all the library books 
they need on long term Ioan. Really, now, are there 
definable picket lines In an academic setting? 
AAARGHI Isn't It supposed to ,be ·easier than this? 
-ff ~ 

Late Issues, Bulk Mail, and 
Other Woes 

We apologize for the lateness of our first two Issues. 
An all-new staff had lots to learn about prtntlng 
and bulk mall seIVlce- some copies of the Septem
ber Issue spent a month on the road! We are going 
first class rather than bulk mall this time, so you 
should have this pre-Mldwtnter Issue In December. 



Special Midwinter Review Section 

Reconstructing the Academy 
Minnich, Elizabeth, Jean F. O'Barr, and Rachel A. 
Rosenfeld, editors. Reconst.ructfng the Academy: 
Women's Education and Women's studies. Univer
sity of Chicago Press, 1988. Cloth $27.50, paper 
$13.95. Orlglnally published In Signs: Jownal of 
Women in Cultw-e and Society, this collection of 
essays presents a broad perspective of women's 
studies in the college curriculum. From the study 
of philosophy to sexual harassment policy on 
campus, from internalized values to a survey of the 
achievements of women college graduates, several 
of the most Important scholars in women's studies, 
including Maxine Baca Zinn, Karen Anderson, 
Rachel A. Rosenfeld, Berenice Fisher and others, 
make their contributions. Like so many studles, on 
the one hand we are glad to know how far we have 
come, and on the other, dismayed to see how far 
we still have to go. 

Elisabeth Young,Bruehl describes the changes 
coming to the study of philosophy in "The Educa
tion of Women as Philosophers." At first, she 
writes, feminism wished "to free women from their 
circumscribed mental worlds and let them enter 
into male rationality, participate in It as·equals." 
Instead, true recognition of female equality and 
female thought Is breaking down the mind-body 
dlvlsion characteristic of patriarchal monism. 
Rather than merely participating in male rational
ity, women contribute new ways of thinking, of 
asking questions, and examining the kinds of 
questions we are asking. 

"Definitions of Sexual Harassment,· by Phyllis L. 
Crocker, examines the sexual harassment policies 
of several well-known universities; Tulane Univer
sity appallingly requires that "conduct be grossly 
objectionable to most students and faculty" in 
order to be defined as sexual harassment. The 
victim's perceptions, then, are seen as inconse-
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quentlal. Crocker asks "Who defines sexual 
harassment and from what point ofvtew?" She 
points out that this Is problematic when "coupled 
with the inescapable fact that university admlnl
stratlons have a strong scholarly and financial 
investment in their professors." 

Eleven more equally thoughtful articles complete 
the selection. Reconstructing the Academy includes · 
a bibliography of other related articles published in 
Signs and a thorough index. This book Is vital to 
any higher education institution women's studles 
collection, and would be useful as a reader in many · 
courses in the field. - MT 

The Goddess and Indian Art 

Mookerjee, Ajlt. Kalt: The Feminine Force. New 
York: Destiny Books, 1988. Paper, $12.95. Kall ls 
the Hindu Triple Goddess symbollzing creation, 
preservation and destruction. Her name means 
"time," and she Is associated with all aspects of life, 
especially the dark side, sleep, dreams, dance, and 
violent. transforming death. She Is the one who 
chooses from among the corpses those souls which 
shall be released from the bonds of existence; she 
Is wet nurse to invincible warriors, yet death 
lingers in her womb. 

Hindu tradition names this the age of Kall, a time 
of the resurgence of dJvine feminine sptrit, and If 
this book has a thesis, this Is It. Confused in Its 
approach, however, It clalms to be an art book. 
strives also to be a feminist manifesto, and hence 
succeeds at neither. Though the volume Is well 
made with marvelous Illustrations, the text Is so 
densley packed with the names of Hindu deities, 
demigods, temples, shrines, place names and 
concepts that the reader may become more con
fused than enlightened. 



· Kall meant for western readers, would be more ac
cessible If It seriously attempted to Integrate the. 
psychosocial, gender-oriented literature currently 
available; It mentions ideas from Nor Hall, Esther 
Harding, C. G. Jung and others, but only briefly. 
The short bibliography Is helpful but the Index Is 
Inadequate. This extremely complex and funda
mental concept deserves much more attention. A 
good place to start Is Barbara G. Walker's Woman's 
Encyclopedia of Myths and Secrets (San Francisco: 
Harper & Row, 1983). -TM 

Women in the South 
Timberlake, Andrea, Lynn Weber Cannon, Rebecca 
F. Guy, and Elizabeth Higginbotham, editors. 
Women of Color and Southern Women: A BO,liogra
phy ojsix:iiilscience Research. 1975 to 1988. 
Memphis, 'IN: Center for Research on Women, 
Memphis State University, 1988. Paper $15.00. In 
1984 the Center for Research on Women created an 
on-line bibliographic database, The Research Clear
inghouse on Wcmen of Color and Southern Women. 
This bibliography, the first book printed from the 
database, was designed prlmar1ly as a research tool 
for students, scholars, pollcy makers, and social 
work and·health care professionals. Entries focus 
on women In the United States, speclftcally Afrtcan 
Americans, Asian Americans, Latinas, Native 
Americans and Southern women. 

The citations reflect current research In each of the 
social sciences and health. More than 1800 
citations are taken from published articles and 
books, chapters In books, and unpublished works 
such as conference papers and doctoral disserla
tions. The bibliography Is organized by six head
ings: culture, education, employment, family. 
health, political actMsm and social movements. 
Additional indexes are provided for authors and 
keywords. 

Each citation includes fairly complete bibliographic 
Information. In place of abstracts, three to twelve 
keywords are assigned to each Item. Although the 
subject keyword assignment Is very precise, 
abstracts would be desirable, especially when the 
bibliography Is Intended for use by students. One 
very cumbersome feature occurs with the 800 
duplicate citations which fall under more than one 
subject heading. The citations are fully listed only 
once; elsewhere cross-references lead to the one 
complete citation. The book Is attractive In layout 
and typography, although journal titles are not 
highlighted. 

Aside from the abundance of duplicate entry cross
references and the lack of abstracts, Women of 
Color will be a useful library research tool. The 
editors are bridging the gap between researchers 
and the mainstream and more elusive scholarly 
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literature on women of color alid Southern women. 
Building a database also reflects the Center's 
strong commitment to the continuing support of 
women's studies research. - LM 

Front Page Women 

Mills, Kay. A place tn the news: From the women's 
pages to the.front page. Dodd, Mead, 1988. Cloth 
$17.95. Kay Mills presents a newsy, chatty ac
count of women's efforts to achieve equal treatment 
In the field of Journalism. Mills follows women 
Journalists as they progress from recipes and 
fashion to p9litical conventions, war and econom
ics, even adding politics to the women's section of 
the newspaper. Filled with anecdote, Informative 
and entertaining, the book Is more fun than 
scholarly, though It Is footnoted and includes an 
index. -MT 

Women in Ireland 
Brady, Anna Wcmen tn Ireland. Westport, CT: 
Greenwood Press, 1988. This annotated bibllogra
phy of more than 400 pages covers such topics as 
biography, literature, religion and witchcraft. 
marriage and the family, human sexuality, per
spectives on women's liberation, and many 9thers. 
It contains useful remarks and Indexes. This is 
generally a fine bibliography, though Irish feminists 
and lesbians are not acknowledged In the work, 
with an exception or two. This title Is number six 
In the Greenwood series, "Bibliographies and 
Indexes In Women's Studies.• - BCS 

Hard Living 
Allison, Dorothy. Trash Firebrand Books, Ithaca, 
NY, 1988. Paper, $8.95; cloth, $18.95. Dorothy 
Allison describes a childhood In a huge family In 
the rural south, growing up where gruesome 
cruelties are a fact of llfe, where the problems are 
only the large ones and survival Is everything. Life 

; passes without love and only with courage and 
' endurance. These autobiographical short stories 

follow the development of one woman, fighting and 
tough, as she grows, survives her childhood, and 
leaves her family to go to college and make a better 
life. 

The first story, "River of Names,· Is the strongest, a 
dreamlike array of faces and names, appearing and 
disappearing as ripples In a river. These portraits 
of a family grab and torment, haunting Imagination 
and memory. Allison's protagonist has not found 
much In men to charm her, given the patterns of 
abuse and dominance she has observed and suf
fered. but she admires the tenacity of the women of 
her family, and begins a llfelong search as a lesbian 



. liilr,vaiue,f...-~ and·iove and "'9peetlamong 

. women1rnatd, to"CQ!lle by·• he,; early years· µlh 1 · . 
· ~llnd:dU,(:~:~ J ;_.·:, '.1 c1 -; 

·Mam,,.• hl!I> oor owt1 ,;tpry, a t,.ard-wpc~ diner 
waltreM who still cannot ·put togcltler the means of 
escape from bee abus!ve husband. cannot summon 
the strength to protect her daughters from their 
Incestuous stepfather. The aunts. the female 
cousins, tty to help each other, not to do any
thing- for there Is nothing to do- hut to accept the 

. fact that their survival depends upon tolerating and 
· placating the brutal and uncaring men. The horror 
. remains; happiness Is only temporaty. 

"Gospel Song" Is most remlntscent of F1annery 
O'Connor as Allison sets the stage, placing there an 
abandoned and unhappy girl and the sound of 
gospel music In the shimmering moist sununer 
heat: "Gut-shaking, deep-bellied, powerful voices 
rolled through the dried leaves and hot air •.. I 
could feel the whiskey edge, the grief and holding 
on, the dark night terror and determination of real 
gospel." 

·once In a while;" Allison writes, ·1 can make the 
world I know real on the page.• Indeed she can. 
This Is her second book, though we expect to hear 
more of her. For mature readers, the stories 
Include some sexually explicit episodes. - MT 

Incest and Hope 
To a Safer Place. Producer: National F1lm Board of 
Canada. Distributor: AIMS Media. 1988. 58 
minutes, $795 16mm., $195v!deo, $75 rental. 

In this real and Intimate documentary. Shirley 
Turcotte explores her childhood of sexual abuse at 
the hands of her father. After years engaged In the 
hard work of healing, she returns to remind herself 
and others how It happened, to give hope that 
recove,:y Is possible. 

The gentle, graceful narrative and Interviews with 
the people In her past tell the sto,:y ofTurcotte's 
recove,:y, of the strength she and children like her 
must have. and their wistfully expressed wishes for 
a normal life. As a child, she and her two brothers 
and one sister were beaten, though the boys 
suffered the most physical abuse. For the girls, It 

. was different. Her first memories are of sodomy; 
her younger sister remembers sodomy as a toddler 
with the first act of penetration at age five. This 
sister remembers being Imprisoned for hours In a 
closet at the age of two "for not touching him.· As 
a teenager, she was forced to bear his child. She 
was also, as a child, the plaintiff In a court case
which the father won because she could not 11st 

9 

exact dates and times. "How can you tell how 
many days there were ... she says, "'when there were 
so many?" 

When the children were stlll young, the father left 
the mother and went to live with a girlfriend; he 
took the children with him. In a house In the 
countiy, the four children were kept In the base
ment. allowed out only to go to school. never to use 
the bathtub nor to watch television, never to be 
loved but only used. 

On this difficult pilgrimage to her past, Turcotte 
visits her mother for the first time In many years. 
She begins to understand why her mother wasn't 
able to protect her children, confessing that, 
understandably, "I used to be ang,:y. • Her mother 
was ve,:y frail, and Turcotte begins to understand 
that the mother could not take care of her children; 
she was barely able to take care of herself. The 
father beat the children even as babies, the mother 
says; she believes It was the infants' c,ylng that 
changed him froin a loving man to an abuser. "The 
little baby was all blue for days," she says, from the 
beating. Her attempts to get help from the law or 
from social services are met with rebukes; they tell 
her to go home and solve the problem there. 
Turcotte learns to forgive her mother, who was too 
weak to help her. ·1 may have lost twenty years," 
Turcotte says, "but Mom lost a lifetime.• 

Wilfred, the elder of her ti.vo brothers, has had the 
most trouble finding an aJm In life, and he has 
been In Jail for assault and drug charges. "It's not 
hard to understand when you know his childhood 
was spent recovering from one beating after 
another,• Turcotte says. Wilfred describes an 
occasion when his father was beating him and the 
family dog tried to protect the boy. His father 
picked the dog up and threw It, killlng the pet. 
Wilfred wished for his father's love. The times It 
hurt the most, he says, he was In Jail and the other 
men's fathers came to see them. His own father 
never came. •1 loved him, even though he wasn't 
there," he says. 

Turcotte remembers the constant fear. At night, 
she lay In bed, afraid to sleep, never knowing when 
her father would come for her. To protect herself, 
she sent a symbolic part of herself Into the base
ment wall, the safer place of the title, too hard and 
cold for him to enter. But always he took her 
upstairs, where "he took me until there was almost 
no me left." 

Turcotte ran away from home at 14 and spent time 
in foster homes. In therapy, she learns to give up 
the dreams she had of nonnal parents and their 
love, the dreams she had as a child, and to turn 
elsewhere, to other healthy relationships, for that 
love. She was afraid to have a child herself; she 



was afraid of the violence and rage that might 
emerge. Now she has a beautiful little boy, a 
husband, and the normal family she always 
dreamed of. She was afraid to many, "afraid of 
being absorbed by him, of losing my splrtt, and I'd 
only just found It• But she has found that It Is 
possible to find love without powerlessness or 
violence. 

Because of a caring psychiatrist and friends, 
including other swvivors of incest, and after years 
in foster homes and a mental institution, she has 
built a full and successful life. It has not been 
easy, it Is not over, but she represenls a well of 
strength that seems miraculous. This docume
natry Is a paean of hope, a message of inspiration.· , 
It Is a film that would be helpful in guidance and 
counselling the abused as well as helping the rest 
of us see what people like Turcotte have lived 
through. And because Turcotte has had the 

. courage to tell her story, someone else may find the 
strength to escape from the patteros of abusive 
family situations. This documentary won the 1988 
Emily Award, Best of Festival at the American Film 
and Video Association annual competition, · for good 
reason. Sensitive but unflinching, expertly and 
intelligently produced and edited, this program 
should be available to all survivors of Incest and 
child abuse. - MT 

Needless Surgery 
Hufnagel. Vicki, M. D .. with Susan K. Golant. No 
More Hysterectomies. New American Library, New 
York, 1988. Cloth $18.95. Hysterectomy Is one of 
the most frequently performed surgertes in Amer
ica. Why are there so many? The numbers are 
especially interesting when you consider that only 
about half of the population Is eligible. In No More 
Hysterectomies, Vicki Hufnagel presents a clear 
case for better education and more research Into 
the function and pathology of women's reproduc
tive organs. She first presents some amazing facts 
about the frequency of this surgery, and then 

· begins a straightfotward description of uterine pa
thologies and possible treatments, surgical and 
chemical. She writes clearly, in layperson's lan
guage, yet without condescension. 

Too often, she writes, the uterus Is deemed useless, 
and It Is removed for benign or misdiagnosed 
a!lments. Sometimes, hysterectomy creates 
problems worse than those It Is supposed to solve. 
Hufnagel favors repair and retention of organs as 
much as possible, for they are never useless. Our 
organs serve as parts of an interdependent system 
of glands, hormones, organs and physical and psy
chological functions. Many of the functions of the 
uterus are still unknown, though It secretes 
hormones and chemicals that work on other organs 
and interact with brain chemistry and other 
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hormones. As Hufnagel writes, If men had uteri, 
there would be a whole field of medicine dedicated 
to preserving this organ. Now, If Its reproductive 
purposes are over, It is often removed without 
considertng options. 

In medical school, she writes, she was taught to 
remove the ovartes of women over 40 durtng a 
hysterectomy. This was to reduce risk of ovartan 
cancer, though only 4% of women are stricken with 
this form of cancer. Removal of the ovaries, 
however, contributes to early aging, loss of sex 
drive and osteoporosis, as well as other, more 
subtle problems. She charges, also, that in order 
for specialists to support a medical practice, they 
must perform surgery, and the most acceptable 
frequent surgery available to gynecologists Is 
hysterectomy. She does make It clear that there 
are times when there Is no alternative to the 
complete removal of the uterus or ovartes, as In 
some forms of cancer. In these Instances, hyster
ectomy or oophorectomy Is lifesaving. But. 
Hufnagel says, It Is a last resort. only after all other 
options have been tried. 

Hufuagel's battle becomes ours, as she tells us, 
again and again. to be Informed. She favors 
introducing Informed consent laws, which require 
that doctors give patients adequate Information 
before making a decision, and has succeeded in 
promoting the passage of such a law in California. 
The book includes the complete text of this law, for 
use in promoting similar legislation In other states. 
Her own favored surgical methods include what she 
calls "Female Reconstructlve Surgery." She has 
devised several surgical techniques for repairing 
without removal, which she describes. 

The best way to avoid unnecessary surgery Is to 
become Informed, and this book maybe the best 
place to start Hufnagel Includes a list of organiza
tions involved In gynecological Information and 
research, a bibliography, and an index. - MT 

Women's Research Centers· 
Jackson-Brown, Grace. L/hrruies and InformatiDn 
Centers Within Women's studies Research Centers. 
SLA Research Series no. 3. Washington, D.C.: 

·Special Llbrartes Association, 1988. Paper $7.00. 

Based on a survey of women's studies research 
centers, this study explores the nature of such 
centers and of the library and Information services 
maintained within them. The first part of the 
report indicates the vartetles of seIVices, staffing, 
and clientele reported; the remainder focuses on 
the broader history and operations of the centers 
as a whole. Overviews of publishing activities 
within the centers and of the database projects of 
the National Council for Research on Women and 



other organizations are Included. It Is gratifying to 
see research on this topic supported by SIA and 
the recognition that many of these small collections 
are In fuct "speclal libraries• with the services and 
problems thereof. 

Jacksor{:Brown has brought together a useful basic 
survey ofwomen·s studies research centers, 
although some Information Is already out of date. 
The report Is sketchy and descriptive rather than 
critical, and does not go Into depth about the 
Information problems faced In the centers nor 
suggest areas where more work needs to be done. 
It would be Interesting to know whether her survey 
helped Increase awareness among the centers of 
the role of librarians nationwide In the development 
of women's studies resources. The study cites 
definitions of the nature of women's studies that 
are rather limited considering the current evolution 
of the ·field. Minor errors In bibliographic citations 
occur throughout. -SP 

Swedish Mystery 
Peterzen, Elisabet. The Last Draw. Seal Press, 
Seattle, 1988. Paper $8. 95. This Swedish murder 
mystery takes on a new and Interesting topic: 
serial murders where the only common thread 
among the victims ls that they are men. Two 
Journalists seek to unravel the mystery, hoping to 
scoop the police. While Peterzen has written 
sweral books, this ls her first to be translated Into· 
English, and Its appeal to mystety fans should 
result In more translations. The characters of the 
joUtnallsts are rather flat, but the main Idea of the 
story Is Intriguing enough to lure the reader on, 
and the victims and suspects make up a rich cross
section of Swedish life. This mystery Is part of a 
new International Women's Crime Serles from Seal 
Press. -MT 

Yay! Sofl:ball 
Zlpter, Yvonne. Diamonds are a Dykes Best Friend. 
Ithaca, NY: F1rebrand Books, 1988. Paper $9.95, 
cloth $20.95. Yvonne Zlpter's book is a pioneering 
examination of one of the most common and 
beloved elements of North American lesbian 
culture- SOFfBAILI This ls a thoughtful, passion
ate piece of work. Gleaned from Intelligent library 
·and archival research (with a Midwestern bias I 
don't hold against her), gossip, personal stories 
(a.k.a. oral history), and Insider's knowledge 
(Zipter's a right-fielder), Diamonds is a wonderful 
look at how softball ls woven Into our lives, our 
heritage, our sensibilities. For Jocks, fans, and 
academics alike, this Is a must read. - PT 
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City Poetry 
Gossett. Hattie. Presenting ••. Sister No Blues. 
Ithaca, NY: F1rebrand Books, 1988. Paper $8.95, 
cloth $18.95. This Is a fine, compelling collection 
of poetic writings. Gossett writes sharp and clear. 
Her titles read like her text: 'born Into this life the 
child ofhousenlggahs,' 'at the convention/uncle 
sam the song & danceman,' 'lunchcounter conver
sation overheard/commentary,' 'colored pussy,' 
'womanmansion,' 'dreadlock office temp /labor 
relations #5.' Read this book. - PT 

Time Travel 
Butler, Octavia E. Kindred. Boston: Beacon 
Press, 1988. A young black woman, Dana, settling 
Into her new home In California, Is suddenly 
transported through time to an antebellum Mary
land plantation. The young son of the plantation 
owner, her ancestor, Is drowning, and In his 
extremity has discovered a magical power to 
summon her. From this beginning, Butler builds a 
compelling sequence of events that seems somehow 
Inevitable. Dana learns the realities of slavery first 
hand, and she finds that all the descriptions she 
has read about life In the enslaved South have not 
prepared her. This Is an example of a modem 
genre of fiction about this period, first-hand 
accounts of slave life from the point of view of our 
times. A children's story, A Girl Called Boy by 
Beltnda Hurmence (New York: Ticknor & Fields, 
1982), Is based on the same premise; a modern 
black girl steps through time to llve for a short time 
among slaves. This ls a useful approach to modern 
· understanding of the period, and Kindred Is well 
Written, exciting and suspenseful. Originally 
published In 1979. this edition with a new foiword 
by Robert Crossley, Is part of a new Black Women 
Writers Serles from Beacon Press. -MT 

Gothic Fantasy 
Galford, Ellen. The Fires of Bride. Ithaca, NY: 
Firebrand Books, 1988. Paper $8.95, cloth, 
$18.95. This novel will please those Interested In 
matriarchal societies, legends, a nice twist on 
theological thinking or a good story. The past and 
present lives of the women on an Isolated Scottish 
island come to the foreground when Marla Milieny, 
an artist, arrives for a short visit, recuperating from 
a crisis In her artistic development Marla comes 
as the guest of Dr. Catriona MacEochan, the 
Island's general practitioner and the heir to the 
castle. Other Important characters come from the 
ancient nunnery which Is being excavated. 
Throughout the book, the reader sees and feels the 
spirals of life from the beginning to the end of time. 



Some of the early passages move a little too slowly, 
but It is well worth reading past those sections. 
Galford has an excellent sense of the appropriate 
places for humor. This wonderfully blasphemous 
book should be read In front of a fire on a dramati
cally foggy or stormy day. - DC 

Erotica 
Brtght, Susie, ed. Herot/CCL Burlingame, C,A:. 
Down There Press, 1988. Paper $8.50. This is a 
rather uninspiring collection ofwome11's ,mttlla, I 
would have 1!ked to recommend It, but th, plcc~s 
included really are mediocre. No 011e expects a lot 
of character development In erotic flction but we do 
expect to have a stronger feeling for the events. than 
these stortes Inspired. Stick with Lonnie Barbach's 
collections, Erotic Interludes, 1987, and Pleasw-es, 
1985 (both New York: Harper & Row). -DC 

Seasons §reetln_gs 
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Individual Evolution 

Corp!, Lucha. Delia's Song. Houston, TX: Arte 
Publico Press, 1989. Paper $8.50. Delia attempts 
to put her life In perspective from her first year In 
college, her participation In the Third World Strtke 
at the University of Californta In Berkeley, and 
through the completion of her novel. Lu cha Corpi 
uses some Interesting techniques In her book. The 
thought and dream sequences flow like thoughts · 
and dreams, In scattered bits and pieces. At times 
these sections are almost poetic. 

The amount of Introspection In the work. however, 
Is almost overwhelming and gets a little tlrtng. 
Nevertheless, the book Is an Interesting look at an 
individual's evolution, from fearing the experiences 
that life brings to being a person who Is satisfied 
with herself. - DC . ~ 
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Acquisitions Notes 
Resources for Educattonal Equity, a free catalog of 
educational matertals, Is now In its eleventh 
edition. Published by the Women's Educational 
Equity Act (WEEA) Publishing Center, the catalog 
includes nearly 300 print and audiovisual materi
als for all grade levels, women's studies classes, 
vocational and Job training programs, staff develop
ment courses, and programs for special students. 
For more Information or a copy of the catalog, write 
the WEEA Publishing Center, Education Develop
ment Center, 55 Chapel Street., Newton, MA 
02160, or call 800-225-3088 (In Massachusetts, 
617-969-7100). 

With the femlnlzatlon of poverty comes Increasing 
need for attention to women's health care 
problems. Too Little, Too Lat.e: Dealing with the 
Health Needs of Women in Poverty, edited by Cesar 
A. Perales and Lauren S. Young, Ed.D .. Is a collec
tion of critical commentruy focusing on the health 
consequences of this trend Including social poli
cies, the relationship of poverty, gender, and 
health, the merits of federal and state programs 
dealing with the high rates of poverty among 
women, safety conditions of work environments of 
the working poor, and. special Issues affecting 
women of color. In paper for $14.95, order from 
Harrington Park Press, 12 West 32nd Street, New 
York, NY 10001-3813. 

The Project on the Status and Education of Women 
(AAC/PSEW) has a new publication, Peer Harass
ment Hassles for Women on Campus, for $5 
prepaid. The report looks at many examples of 
peer harassment and possible causes of the 
behavior, even collusion by women, and includes 
an Institutional sell-evaluation checklist and more 
than 75 recommendations to help administrators 
prevent or deal with the problem. ·Order from AAC/ 
PSEW, 1818 R Street, NW, Washington, D. C. 
20009. 

AIDS Is a women's Issue. In New York, It Is the 
leading cause of death for women between ages 25 
and 34. AIDS: The Women, Is a collection of 
reports of women Involved In the epidemic; edited 
by Ines Rieder and Patricia Ruppelt. These Inti
mate accounts by ordina,y women, caregivers, 
lesbians, prostitutes, and relatives, from a dozen 
countries, personalize the diversity of experience. 
Order from Clels Press, P.O. Box 8933, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15221. The book Is 300 pages, $9.95 paper, 
$24.95 cloth, and Includes an appendiX with a 
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glossa,y, a list of resources, and a bibliography. 

. Gallerie: Women's Art Is a new quarterly Journal 
from Canada founded In June, 1988. Amply 
illustrated, with biographical notes on each artist. 
and Including essays on w'omen's culture, the 
Journal's Intent Is to "assist In building a women's 
culture that claims an alternate economy and a 
greater consequence for Its artists.· Subscriptions 
for three Issues and a special annual are $20 from 
Gallerle Publications, 2901 Panorama Drive, North 
Vancouver, B. C. V7G 2A4, Canada. 

Another new Journal Is Gender & Socfety, the 
publication of Sociologists for Women In Society. A 
scholarly quarterly established In 1987, Its aim Is 
to confront sociological, economic and political 
assumptions about women In our culture. Each 
Issue has a theme, like December's "Gender and 
Work,· In which articles examined this topic In 
terms of social structures and cultures, office and 
domestic work. and the radical and liberal Implica
tions of comparable worth and the femlnlzation of 
poverty. Subscriptions are $28 for lndMduals, $65 
for Institutions from Sage Publications, 2111 W. 
Hillcrest Drive, Newbury Park, CA 91320. 

While Llbrary of Congress headings may need some 
changes and additions, It Is helpful to know Le's 
current listings. Women In LC's Terms: A Thesau
rus ofLlbrwy of Congress Subject Headings Relat
ing to Women attempts to deal thoroughly with this 
subject by listing 3,500 tenns and cross references 
In LC's vocabula,y. The book, edited by Ruth Dick
stein, Victoria A. Mills, and Ellen J. Waite, Includes 
an explanatoiy Introduction, the alphabetical list of 
headings, eleven broad subject categories, and five 
appendices Including a list of LC call numbers 
relating to women and women's topics. For your 
copy, send $28.50 to O,yx Press, 2214 North Cen
tral at Encanto, Phoenix. AZ 85004-1483. 

Another new reference book lists women's organi
zations worldwide. Alphabetically organized by 
countiy, with descriptive Information concerning 
the climate for women In each countiy, Women's 
Mouements of the World: An Intemattonal Directory 
and Reference Gulde contains addresses, names of 
officers,· and descriptive Information about each 
organization's ideology and alms. For $95, order 
from Longman Group UK Llmlted, Longman House, 
Burnt Mill, Harlow, Essex CM202JE, United King
dom. V 
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We need your support. 
Renew your subscrtption and tell a frtend. As 
always. we continue to brtng you news of the 
activities of women's groups at ALA conferences 
and Information about publications and events 
pertinent to women's lives. 

Clip the subscrtptlon coupon and send It to 
Amertcan Llbra,y Association, Office for Library 
Outreach, 50 E. Huron St., Chicago, IL 60611. 
Enclose your check payable to ALA/SRRI' /FIF, 
and note "For Women tn Libraries." 

-----------------
Check one. 
( J EncloSCd is my check for a one year subscription 
to Women in Ubraries, $5 for an individual, $8 for an 
institution. 

) I wish to be billed, for $2 additional. 

Name ------------------

Address -----------------


