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Fundraising for Rainelle (W.Va.) Public Library

Efforts to clean up and raise funds for Rainelle
(W.Va.) Public Library are ongoing after massive
flooding in the state. The library had five feet of water "'
in it, destroying the print collection and computers :
and 90% of the furnishings. Emilee Seese, president
of the West Virginia Library Association, says the
library is weeks or months away from accepting book
donations, but anyone wishing to help may send monetary donations to Rainelle Public
Library, 378 7th Street, Rainelle, WV 25962. Information on fundraising for the Clendenin
Branch of Kanawha County Public Library, which was completely destroyed in the
flooding, is forthcoming....

Beckley (W.Va.) Register-Herald, June 29; West Virginia Library Association

Quaker school wins ALA award for sit-in program

&)
The library at Friends Seminary, a private Quaker day m FH I EN D -
school in New York City, has been recognized by the l ml =
American Library Association (ALA) for creating an 230;4_ YEAR GRADES K-12

exceptional program for eighth-graders about the
Greensboro, North Carolina, sit-ins of 1960. As the recipient of ALA's 2016 Sara Jaffarian
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School Library Program Award for Exemplary Humanities Programming, the Friends
Seminary library will receive $5,000 and a plaque recognizing their achievements....

Public Programs Office, June 29

Sponsored Content

How to narrate a million-word novel

The narration process is usually straightforward—read,
research, record. But what if the book is extraordinarily long?
Simon Vance is narrating Alan Moore’s new novel, Jerusalem,
which at one million words is 200,000 words longer than the
Bible. How is Simon preparing for this massive undertaking, set
for release September 15?7 “Jerusalem portrays the heart of
England, the author’s home town of Northampton,” said Simon,
“so the best research | can think of is actually going there to
meet the author, and the city itself.” Sounds like the perfect plan!

Library Campaign Training Institute

The Library Campaign Training Institute (LCTI) is a
free webinar series presented by ALA's Office for
Library Advocacy and cosponsored by United for
Libraries and the ALA Chapter Relations Office. " ! =
Developed and presented by Libby Post of Lib rary Cﬂl’l’lpﬂlgl’l
Communication Services, the LCTI will teach TraA I N G Pop— ;
attendees how to create, market, and implement an
effective advocacy campaign for your library. Registration is mandatory, and “seats” in
the virtual room are first come, first served....

Office for Library Advocacy

Obamas choose architects for presidential Iibrarv

President Barack Obama and first lady Michelle
Obama have selected New York architects Tod
Williams and Billie Tsien to design their presidential
library, the Obama Presidential Center, in Chicago.
The pair will work with Chicago-based Interactive
Design Architects....

Chicago Tribune, June 30
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Library lets inmates read to their kids through video chat

Chris Weller profiles the TeleStory pilot program at
Brooklyn (N.Y.) Public Library, which allows inmates
at Riker's Island to read to their kids through video
chat. In the program, “single parents—typically
mothers—can bring their children to the library to see
the incarcerated parent in a warm, loving setting, and
help cultivate the child's love of reading while they're
atit.”...

Techlinsider.io, June 30

Library cuts threaten local history

Tacoma, Washington, has a $6.7 million budget -
shortfall, and the 2017-2018 budget is requiring a 4% '
cut from the city's public libraries. One proposal is to
close the Northwest Room in the downtown branch,
which the News Tribune called “unthinkable” in an
editorial: “The room’s repository includes early to
current newspapers, genealogy and record indexes, maps, photos, manuscripts, and
much more. Inside those walls is the story of us, filled with accounts about the people,
places, and events that shaped our region’s history. The mere suggestion of closing it is
like stomping through sacred territory wearing dirty boots.”

Tacoma (Wash.) News Tribune, June 29

BECAUSE OF YOU.

Best projectors of 2016

Tony Hoffman writes: “Projectors have come a long
way from the days when the most useful way to
categorize them was by their weight class. Today,
there are any number of more meaningful kinds of
categories, including intended use (business
presentations, home theater, and gameplay),

technology (LCD, DLP, and LCOS), throw distance
(how close to the screen you can place the projector), and more. Here are some
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questions to answer that will help you find a projector with the right features and
performance for your needs.”...

PC Magazine, June 22

Get library news as it happens. | LATEST

LIBRARY

Harrison Young has created a “fiber-reinforced
actuator,” which is a fancy way of saying “cool,
flexible robot hand,” and he did it without a 3D printer.
In a YouTube video, Young shows step-by-step how
to build the gripping hand, which can lift heavy or
irregular objects, with simple tools including a glue
gun, cardboard, printer paper, and a low-cost silicone
called Smooth-On Ecoflex....

Boing Boing, June 30

The secret apartments of New York libraries

Cait Etherington writes: “For many book lovers, there
is nothing more exciting than the idea of a home
library. What most of the city’s book lovers don’t know
is that until recently, there was an affordable way to
fulfill the dream of a home library—at least for book
lovers who also happened to be handy with tools. In
the early to mid—twentieth century, the majority of the
city’s libraries had live-in superintendents.”...

6sqft.com, June 28

Mid-60s posters teach kids how to use library

Rebecca Onion writes: “Here are eight sweet posters % %%ﬁ@k@@

from a 32-poster book, first published in 1965, Using is a Eﬂe DF a]]_

Your Library: 32 Posters for Classroom and Library,
by Mary Joan Egan and Cynthia Amrice. The posters
guide baby-boomer children through the processes of
research, book discovery, and borrowing. In the
1960s, money provided by Congress through the
Library Services and Construction Act enabled public
libraries to expand their services. The act, taking a cue from the civil rights movement,
was intended to extend libraries' reach into underserved rural and urban communities.”...

Slate, June 29
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Libraries respond to recent crises

Jody Gray and John Amundsen write: “In Orlando,
Florida; Baton Rouge, Louisiana; Falcon Heights,
Minnesota; Dallas, and beyond, people are
struggling to understand and cope with the tragic
events of the past few weeks and their underlying
causes. Often in the face of crisis, there is one
place many turn to: their local library. Here are just a few of the many ways libraries are
responding to community needs.”...

AL: The Scoop, July 11

Librarian will swim to raise funds for Spectrum scholars

Miriam Tuliao (right), assistant director of selection at BookOps in
New York City, announced that she will participate in the Grimaldo’s
Mile Swim to raise funds for the Spectrum Scholarship program. The
event will take place in Brooklyn on July 30. Tuliao is a US masters ==
swimmer who has twice participated in two-mile Cable Open Water
National Championships in support of the Spectrum Presidential
Initiative. Donations can be made through CrowdRise or the ALA
Development Office....

Office for Diversity, Literacy, and Outreach Services, July 11
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IFLA World Library and Information Congress in Columbus

Don’t miss IFLA's 82nd World Library and Information IF LA &

Congress, August 13—-19 in Columbus, Ohio. Standard
reqgistration rates are available until August 11, with onsite

registration beginning on August 12. This is a great chance to 2016
experience an international library conference without extensive
travel requirements. The IFLA sections have put together a COLUMBUS

wide variety of programs. Can’t make it to the entire Congress? Day tickets are also
available....

International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions

NYPL launches SimplyE ebook app

The New York Public Library launched a SimplyE app for iOS and
Android devices on July 11 that allows users to rent ebooks,
audiobooks, and research papers. Some of the library’s digital
offerings have already been available through PDFs; the app .
streamlines the process by amassing them in one place and The New York
allowing users to adjust font size. Library officials said because the Public Library
app is open source, more features can be added. They are —
seeking users’ ideas for how to further develop it....

AM New York, July 11

learm more about ultra-thin Thread™
power distribution »

Sarah Bean Thompson writes: “Pokémon Go is a
great social game and getting people out and
moving. In order to find Pokémon, you have to walk
around and visit various places in your community.
You also need to stock up on supplies, which you
can do at Pokéstops, which many libraries are.
Some libraries are even lucky enough to be a gym, which means there will be even more
people coming through your doors, as these are places everyone is after. This is where
you can battle Pokémon and gain more points. Libraries are already doing some great
publicity and capitalizing on the game’s success.” Meanwhile, there are some safety and
privacy concerns. Vox and The Guardian offer more explanations of the game....

ALSC Blog, July 12; Where We're Going, We Don’t Need Shelves, July 11; KTLA-TV, Los
Angeles, July 11; BuzzFeed News, July 11; Vox, July 11; The Guardian, July 11
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Hinsdale’s book return TUB (Thumbs-Up Box)

Hinsdale (lll.) Public Library has installed a Thumbs-

Up Box (TUB) for patrons to use as a book return for
items they really enjoyed. Items returned to the TUB, |
unlike those returned in the regular book returns, are
checked in and put on display for other patrons who

are looking for a recommendation....

Hinsdale (lll.) Public Library Facebook, June 23

Kate MacMillan writes: “School and public libraries
ought to be a natural partnership. We serve the
same constituents, share the same concerns and
mission, use the same tools, and face the same i
challenges. From an outside perspective, we are : ; 1B
on the same team. Yet for a variety of reasons, L3St
many institutionalized, we operate in separate sectors, and that needs to change. It's
time to start the conversation to determine what keeps us from achieving true
collaboration and what we can do about it.”...

Knowledge Quest blog, July 12

LATEST
LIBRARY

LINI(S&_

Whither the workshop?

Yasmeen Shorish writes: “Academic libraries have
long provided workshops that focus on research
skills and tools to the community. Topics often
include citation software or specific database search # =
strategies. Increasingly, however, libraries are
offering workshops on topics that some may
consider nontraditional or outside the natural home
of the library. These topics include using R and other analysis packages, data
visualization software, and GIS technology training, to name a few.”...

ACRL Tech Connect Blog, July 11
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Health science librarians and what they do

Susan A. Bloomfield writes: “Hug a medical
librarian—if you can find one. If you were indeed a
fortunate patient during your last trip to a clinic or
hospital, your visit was positively affected by this
increasingly rare, unsung professional working in . :
our country’s health care institutions. They are trained to assess the credibility of
electronic and print information sources and to process and deliver that information
appropriately—whether it’s for specialized surgical rounds or for a layperson’s outpatient
handout.”...

Portland (Maine) Press Herald, July 12

The new Amazon Kindle

Timothy Torres writes: “The new Amazon Kindle is
thinner, lighter, and, well, whiter—although a black
version is still available if that suits your fancy. It’s also &
the least expensive ebook reader in Amazon’s lineup
at $79.99 (with ads). Upgrades from the previous
model include increased memory (for speedier
performance), as well as a design that’s more
rounded, and built-in Bluetooth audio support so you can pair it with your favorite
wireless headphones or speakers.”...

PC Magazine, July 11

Six Google Flights tricks

Suzy Strutner writes: “Chances are you'’re familiar | 4, & e PR e
with Google Flights. The flight search engine does S S
everything you assume it would, like locate flights =
based on your ideal outbound time, inbound time, | ** & e T

e ] o

and number of stops. After all, it's the same
technology that powers both Kayak and Orbitz. The
site also includes a whole host of features that aren’t so easy to imagine, probably
because they’re so unimaginably amazing. Check out these six tricks.”...

The Huffington Post, Feb. 3; Oct. 27, 2015

The summer reading t-shirt fashion show

Betsy Bird writes: “Are you ready for a summer
reading t-shirt fashion show? Of course you are. As
some of you may recall, last week | was bragging
something fierce about the Evanston (lll.) Public
Library’s shockingly attractive summer reading t-
shirts (right). Admit it. You're just a teeny bit jealous.
Because good-looking t-shirts for summer reading
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are darn hard to find. So to see how many good-looking shirts are out there this year, |
made a hashtag (#summerreadtee) and asked readers to send me their shirts.”...

A Fuse #8 Production, July 6, 11
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Carla Hayden confirmed as Librarian of Congress

On July 13, the Senate approved, 74-18, the nomination of
Carla Hayden (right) to serve as the nation’s 14th Librarian of
Congress. Hayden, ALA past president and director of the Enoch
Pratt Free Library in Baltimore, is the first female and the first
African American to lead the Library of Congress. She also is the
first professional librarian to be confirmed in more than 60 years.
Hayden’s appointment comes on the heels of a vigorous ALA
grassroots and social media campaign that encouraged
thousands of library advocates to contact their senators to support her confirmation. Call,
email, and tweet the senators who voted “yea” to confirm Hayden.....

AL: The Scoop, July 13; District Dispatch, July 14; US Senate

Fielding a field notes comeback

Patrick Burke writes: “Large-scale digitization is reshaping the
library’s contribution to research, and the natural sciences are
front and center. Until recently, researcher field notes and
firsthand observations were difficult to digitize because of
handwriting issues and formatting. Three projects—the Field
Book Project, the Biodiversity Heritage Library Field Notes
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Project, and Expanding Access to Biodiversity Literature—are changing that.”...

American Libraries feature, July 14

— w— Conference
DIGITIZATION st
‘Panama City

Florida

The ALA conference at the Sharjah International Book Fair

Patricia A. Wand writes: “Plans are under way for
the third ALA Library Conference at the 35th
Sharjah International Book Fair, to be held
November 8-10, at the Expo Center in Sharjah,
United Arab Emirates. The conference will offer
programs, in-depth preconference institutes, and a
poster session on a wide range of topics for librarians from all types of libraries. But what
happens when you transplant an ALA conference into an Arabic country? Diverse, lively
exchanges are the best way to describe the ambiance of this event.”...

AL: The Scoop, July 14

Pokémon Go, libraries, and media mentorship

Sarah Bean Thompson writes: “Pokémon Go popularity
is not showing any signs of slowing down anytime soon.
According to a report in USA Today, the game has
topped 15 million downloads and the average person is &=
spending around 33 minutes per day in the app. With the &
game continuing its pop culture run and with libraries as
many Pokéstops or Gymes, this is a perfect time to
embrace media mentorship in the library and incorporate
it into our Pokémon Go programs.” PC Magazine calls it the “best worst game ever”:
“Servers will go down, the app will crash, and it will drain your phone battery” And here

are 11 hidden tips....
ALSC Blog, July 14; USA Today, July 13; PC Magazine, July 11, 14—15

learn more about ultra-thin Thread™ Steclcase
power distribution » EDuCATIN

Building a brain

Katharine Stevens writes: “Human brains aren’t born—they are built from the ground up,
through the combined influences of children’s genes and early experiences. During the
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first 1,000 days of a child’s life, over 700 neural
connections are formed every second, literally shaping
the architecture of the brain. Those rapidly growing
connections are largely driven by a child’s interactions
with parents and other caretakers. New research shows
that children are affected by early experiences at much
younger ages than previously understood.”...

US News and World Report, July 14; Harvard Center on the Developing Child

Demonstrating value visually

Cinthya Ippoliti writes: “The library world is paying
more attention than ever to demonstrating the
impact we have on student learning, faculty
productivity, serving our communities, and the overall
missions of our institutions. Chances are we only
have few opportunities to communicate this. So how
can you pack that punch? Enter the increasingly popular infographic. At Oklahoma State
University, we are in the midst of deciding how to best harness the power of such a tool
for our purposes.”...

LITA Blog, July 14

BECAUSE OF YOU.

Hennepin County’s Black Lives Matter reading lists

Libraries may seem an unlikely place to go in the search for answers
after the police shooting of Philando Castile and Black Lives Matter

protests in the Twin Cities. But the Hennepin (Minn.) County Library has =
responded by launching a Black Lives Matter teen reading list that is
now being replicated at libraries across the country. For the first time, |
one of its reading lists also has been picked up by national publications. i
The library also has a similar reading list for kids....

Minneapolis Star Tribune, July 14

Vacation resources: What do you pack?

Ashley Cooksey writes: “Vacation! We love to hear
the word. But, how many of us truly take a vacation? =",

| know the entire time | was away from home last :
month | searched for resources to pack away into
my suitcase to bring back to my faculty and
students. Vacations are some of the best places to
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get free resources. Think about it. You’re away from your school campus, probably
somewhere many students will never travel. That's a perfect place to find resources to
share with them.”...

Knowledge Quest blog, July 15

LIBRARY

Get library news as it happens. | LATEST

What employers need to know about FMLA

The Wage and Hour Division of the US Department of Labor has
created a comprehensive, plain-language, and visually rich resource
for Family and Medical Leave Act administration. The Employer’s
Guide to the Family and Medical Leave Act was designed especially
for employers, managers, human resources specialists, and %
professional leave administrators. The chapters walk readers stepby = @
step through the FMLA leave administration process....

US Department of Labor Blog, July 14

New study: No one reads terms-of-service agreements

David Kravets writes: “A recent study concludes what
everybody already knows: No one reads the lengthy
terms of service and privacy policies that bombard
internet users every day. They’re too long, and they
often don’t make sense. Most of the university .
students who signed up for a fake social networking : _ m :
site called NameDrop did not read the terms that

required them to give up their first born. The privacy policy said that their data would be
given to the NSA and employers. The few participants who read those clauses signed up
for the service anyway.”...

Ars Technica, July 12; Social Science Research Network, July 7

Vatican Library digitizes 1.600-year-old Aeneid manuscript

a scribe and three painters created an illuminated
manuscript of Virgil's Aeneid, illustrating the ancient
hero Aeneas’s journey from Troy to Italy. Some 1,600
years later, the Vatican Library digitized the surviving
fragments of this manuscript. Known as the Vergilius
Vaticanus, it's one of the world’s oldest versions of the
Latin epic poem, and you can browse it for free online.”...

Hyperallergic, July 13
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YA books set in the United Kingdom

Dawn Abron writes: “Thanks to Libba Bray and her
Gemma Doyle series and Cassandra Clare and her |

of books set in Victorian England with a lovely girl in A } =
a fabulous dress gracing the cover. But it's beena  |il'es i
couple of years since their publication, and there ' :
has been a bit of a shortage of YA set in the UK, especially contemporary and science
fiction. But 2016 is seeing a resurgence. So before England Brexits completely, enjoy
these YA books set in the UK.”...

YALSA The Hub, July 15
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Keir Graff and the new Booklist.
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How Keir Graff brought Booklist into the digital age

Lori Rader-Day writes: “When Keir Graff arrived in Chicago 20 years
ago, he suspected there were literary people all around him that he
had no way of meeting. Today he might be one of the best- _
connected literary figures in the city. Graff is the new executive editor |
of Bookilist publications. Booklist Online is now a robust, much-linked-
to site, and Graff’'s new role oversees the site he helped build, along r
with 22 issues of the printed magazine and approximately 60
newsletters and 50 live webinars a year.”...

Chicago Review of Books, July 18

Library of Congress hit by DNS attack

Uisciary of Congremt | icroongoes % )
The Library of Congress was the target of a denial- The Lbicy's wibston are &xgariencing techricel cilioddes & war

WOring 49 orect then. Somy Tof th mdomasnence .
of-service attack that has knocked out - - v

Congress.gov and the US Copyright Office website,

and caused outages at other sites hosted by the library. Library spokesperson Gayle
Osterberg said that the DNS attack was launched July 17 and continues to affect library
operations, including internal websites and employee email. There was no information on
the source of the attack, which comes just a few days after Carla Hayden was confirmed
as the next Librarian of Congress, tasked with modernizing the library’s digital projects

and computer systems....
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Federal Computer Week, July 17; n+1, July 14

Charlie Beckerman writes: “Amid the cacophony of
people in Cleveland dissenting against the
Republican Party and presumptive nominee Donald §
Trump, there was one activist who seemed to have a
unique goal—as it says on his white baseball cap >
(modeled after Trump’s own iconic hat), ‘Make
America Read Again.’ Branch manager of the
Portage County District Library’s Aurora Memorial
Library, Jonathan Harris came downtown with a crate on the back of his bike filled with
books to hand out.”...

Bustle, July 18; TakePart, Sept. 22, 2015

Civics, the election, and the library: A perfect match

Laoghe Dors
Connie Williams writes: “This July brings us Copt ot io B B s e d
Fis [ vexr e Fome  Tee i vielg
presidential conventions, and what happens there Mo oot == B LW AS A U EE B
will aff.ect sc_:hools into November gnd beyond. Letters to the Next President
Teaching with and about the election process has
always been a no-brainer; we hold debates and T T R e F o e
. . . Visiioves Lot i Pl Py =ff it 1 ey i s e of
mock elections and tease out the issues while o o e o e

looking back in history to see how previous generations held their elections. But this year
seems different. A different tone, a different attitude. So, what’s a school librarian to
do?”...

Knowledge Quest blog, July 19; YouTube, Feb. 1

learn more about ultra-thin Thread™ Steclcase
power distribution » EDUCATION

Orlando libraries’ response to the Pulse shooting

Sarah Nicolas writes: “Few people outside of our

town realize that Orlando is also home to a thriving

literary community, one I'm so proud to be a part of

every day both as an author and as an event

planner for the Orange County Library System

(OCLS). | wanted to share the Orlando book and

literary community’s response to the shooting at the

Pulse nightclub. As early as June 12, our librarians started a Resource Guide that has
evolved as events unfolded, and OCLS was one of the first organizations to film its own
Keep Dancing Orlando video (4:48).”...
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Book Riot, July 18; YouTube, June 24

Kings County Library ensures patron safety

Genovie Curdiel says she’s been visiting the Kings
County (Calif.) Library’s Hanford branch for eight
years with her two young daughters, but has noticed
fewer people loitering around the building for the past
few years. It's not a coincidence Cudiel feels safer
and more welcome. Under the leadership of Library
Director Natalie Rencher, county library facilities have
been revamped over the past three years, and staff have received extensive training on
how to make the library a more inviting environment....

Hanford (Calif.) Sentinel, July 19

BECAUSE OF YOU.

Man stabs four in Japanese public library

Police in Nihonmatsu City, Japan, said they have
arrested a 34-year-old man on suspicion of
attempted murder after he injured four people in a - — -
library with a knife on July 18. The suspect, Ryo SR L
Hirano, a resident of Fukushima Prefecture and a .. 7

self-described part-time employee, entered the _—
public library and became enraged after he was told by a library employee that he
couldn’t borrow any books because he resided in a different city. He stabbed two staff
members and two visitors with a pocket knife....

Japan Times, July 19

Is this the world’s oldest book?

Jean-Baptiste Piggin writes: “Over a year ago, we
debated on this blog and on Twitter what the oldest
bound book in the world was. Some authoritative
experts said the crown should go not to the Codex
Vaticanus (a parchment bible that is still bound), but +
to the 102 battered and now separated pages of Hanna Papyrus 1 (P75), a little 3rd-
century booklet containing most of the Gospels of Luke and John. On July 18, all the
extant pages of this booklet were placed online by the Vatican Library in Rome.”...

Macro-Typography, July 18; Feb. 17, Mar. 10, 2015
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Marie Chatel writes: “There’s so much to learn
about architecture, yet so little time. Smart
architects know to refer to a variety of sources for
their architectural knowledge, and that's why we’ve
put together a shortlist of our Top 12 Architecture
Channels on YouTube, and picked some of their
best videos for you to see. Read more to find out
the best architecture videos, from sketching and rendering tutorials to architecture
documentaries.”...

ArchDaily, July 14

Is the maker movement putting librarians at risk?

Rick Montgomery writes: “Librarians in the Shawnee
Mission (Kans.) School District are making way for the
maker movement, and some worry where that story is
going. ‘They’re replacing our retiring librarians with
these innovation people’ who need only to be certified
to teach elementary education, librarian Jan Bombeck
said. ‘It's like they're avoiding people with library
certification.’ District administrators acknowledge that
grade schools haven’t much need anymore for the libraries of 20 years ago.”...

Kansas City (Mo.) Star, June 24

Tech for STEAM learning, play, and programming

Nicole Lee Martin writes: “It can be easy to feel
overwhelmed with choices when it comes to
technology, but part of the fun can be exploring the
new gadgets and toys. By speaking with other youth
services librarians, keeping in touch via social
media, and sharing our work, I've discovered that |1
the task of keeping up with the next big thing becomes a little easier. | touched base W|th
two of our tech-savvy children’s librarians, Kristine Lee and Heather Tuck-Macalla, to see
what tech they’ve used for successful STEAM programming.”...

ALSC Blog, July 19

How to access your Wi-Fi router settings

VANt R VA [ Y
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Lance vvniiney writes: your router siores ine N ETGEAR aenie \\\
settings for your Wi-Fi network. So if you want to ¢ ¥ '

change something, you have to log into your Router Password Recovery

. W L0 i e B0 1B e P B pa el e
router’s software, also known as firmware. From s
there, you can change the name of your network, (o 0 B £ 0 0 ot et

the password, the security level, create a guest R S—

network, and set up or change a variety of other options. But how do you get into your
router to make those changes? First, you log into your router’s firmware through a
browser.”...

PC Magazine, July 19
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Library technology on display at Annual Conference.
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Hot venue, high tech in Orlando

Marshall Breeding writes: “The exhibit hall of the ALA
Annual Conference in Orlando offered attendees a
chance to see the latest in an incredible range of
technology products and services. Technology
pervades almost all aspects of libraries—both in their |
behind-the-scenes work and in the services they
provide. The annual conference assembles the
largest exhibition of library vendors globally, providing a unique opportunity to investigate
the full range of technologies oriented to libraries.”...

American Libraries feature, July/Aug.

Newsmaker: Michael Eric Dyson

Georgetown University Professor Michael Eric Dyson
is one of the most significant social commentators,
provoking wide and engaged discussion on
controversial issues such as religion, gender studies,
and racial profiling. Before his Opening General
Session address at the 2016 ALA Annual
Conference in Orlando, Florida, he spoke to
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American Libraries about the role of libraries in his life and how librarians can engage
young people of color....

American Libraries feature, July/Aug.

learn more about ultra-thin Thread™ Steelcase
power distribution » EDUCATION

West Virginia libraries pick up the pieces

Scott Shoger writes: “Loretta Jones has been leading
recovery efforts at the Rainelle (W.Va.) Public Library
since it took on five-and-a-half feet of river water in
flooding on June 23-24. The president of the library’s @
five-person board of directors, Jones has been on the 5
scene since the waters receded, recruiting a youth
group to clear out soggy books on June 27, calling in
other volunteers to remove furniture the following day,
and signing up a contractor to tear out walls and insulation on June 29.”...

AL: The Scoop, July 22

From the President: The expert in the library

ALA President Julie B. Todaro writes: “An entire year
of service as a professional association president P A
may seem daunting to some. And at ALA, itis fl DH? th["
actually a three-year commitment that is devoted to pr SldEIlt
learning and speaking about a myriad of professional
issues to honorably serve the membership and
implement presidential initiatives. Within such a short timeframe, | believe presidential
initiatives are best chosen as projects that will build and strengthen existing ALA
messages, ideas, and successes.”...

EY Julie B. Todaro

American Libraries column, July/Aug.

ConnectHome marks one-year anniversary

Larra Clark writes: “The US Department of Housing
and Urban Development marked the first
anniversary of its ConnectHome pilot program—
which connects public housing residents with low-
cost broadband, devices, digital literacy training,
and technical assistance—with a large-scale
expansion that HUD Secretary Julian Castro called ConnectHome Nation. Public housing
residents living in Comcast’s service area are now eligible to apply for Internet Essentials,
the company’s high-speed internet adoption program for low-income families.”...
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AL: The Scoop, July 21; US Dept. of Housing and Urban Development, July 15

EFF files lawsuit to overturn Section 1201 of DMCA

The Electronic Frontier Foundation filed a lawsuit
against the Department of Justice on July 21 that
American copyright experts and technologists have JdNIRLEUTSGEOL DS LR DL
been hotly anticipating for nearly 20 years. The suit
focuses on Section 1201 of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act of 1998, the “anti-
circumvention” rule that makes it illegal to break an “access control” for copyrighted
works. The Library of Congress and the Copyright Office are also named in the suit,
which alleges they have failed to perform their oversight duties in the three-year DMCA
1201 exemption hearings....

The Guardian (UK), July 21; Electronic Frontier Foundation, July 21

BECAUSE OF YOU.

Virginia senator wants explicit books labeled

In the battle over which books get recommended by Chesterfield
County (Va.) Public Schools for summer reading, state Sen. Amanda
Chase (R-11th, right) is endorsing warning labels that notify parents
of a book’s content before it is assigned in school. Her concern
echoes recent legislation vetoed by Gov. Terry McAuliffe that would
have required that parents be notified ahead of time of sexually
explicit instruction material used in the classroom. In response, the
Virginia Library Asociation issued a statement on reading lists and
labeling titles....

Chesterfield (Va.) Observer, July 20; Virginia Library Association

Cold War relics (some edible) on exhibit in Montana

The University of Montana’s Mansfield Library is
showcasing relics of the Cold War era, which
recently got an unexpected—and edible—addition.
In an out-of-the-way closet on the top floor of UM’s
Aber Hall, hundreds of boxes have been lying
dormant for half a century. Due to renovations to the
building, this veritable time capsule is being opened,
revealing potentially thousands of Cold War biscuits and candies—and the timing couldn’t
be better for “Duck and Cover! Fact and Fiction of the Nuclear Age.”...

KPAX-TV, Missoula, Mont., July 19
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Baby Wednesdays in Skokie

Mary Michell and Gudrun Priemer write: “Over the
past few years at Skokie (lll.) Public Library, we’ve
revamped our programming for the under-2 set. We
think we’ve come up with a great way to serve young
families. We call it Baby Wednesdays, and here’s how
it works. From 9:30 to 11 a.m. every Wednesday, we
turn our large multipurpose meeting room into a
playroom for children under 2. We provide toys, board books, and coffee for caregivers,
and we have classical music playing in the background.”...

Prorgamming Librarian, July 18

Ontario senior wins right to display newsletter
An Ontario woman whose community newsletter was
banned from her local library has won the right to
distribute it on the institution’s pamphlet stands, after a |
year-long battle that nearly ended up in court. In 2015,
Mary Stanko, a retired teacher, was told by the St.
Catharines Public Library her Senior’s Alert newsletter
did not meet its requirement that any publicly posted
material be educational or cultural. Yet she had been
allowed to leave the four-page publication there for nearly two decades....

National Post (Toronto), July 21

The way we publish now

. ) « ) Top pubdcatons - Libiacy & Pioqmabon Soamd Ltam g
Barbara Fister writes: “Given that the future of s
L e

scholarship is open and that academic librarians 1. Seund ol At ity o forsstion ot e Ty
have a stake in that future, | was completely thrown | = seusm

when Lisa Janicke Hinchliffe reported on Twitter that | * =+ &rstemmimm

she was advising a junior colleague on publishing e

options and was told she had to avoid open access T ——

journals. The tenure and promotion committee T. Coepe £ Rasearch Lisates

wouldn’t count them. Who on earth is in charge Aok o

here? All of this made me curious about how open
our so-called ‘top journals’ are.”...

9 Tha Jowmal of A adem: Librarambep

Inside Higher Ed: Library Babel Fish, July 21

Why libraries are everywhere in the Czech Republic
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Hana de Goeij writes: “There are libraries everywhere &
you look in the Czech Republic—it has the densest o
library network in the world, according to a survey
conducted for the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.
There are more libraries than grammar schools. In
fact, there is one library for every 1,971 Czech
citizens, the survey found: four times as many,
relative to population, as the average European
country, and 10 times as many as the United States, which has one for every 19,583
people. Why?”...

New York Times, July 21; Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, Mar. 2013
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New Dewey Decibel podcast.
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Dewey Decibel podcast: Annual Conference recap

AR,
I!i'"ll!-'- § CANT BE WROMG

For Episode Four of the Dewey Decibel podcast,
host Phil Morehart wanted to bring you the best
possible recap of the 2016 ALA Annual Conference
in Orlando. He wanted to bring those celebrity
interviews, staff and member conversations, and
exhibit hall sounds to life for those librarians who
attended, those who could not, and any listeners
who may have wondered what kinds of programming and people you'll find at Annual.
The episode features interviews with Peter Coyl and Michael Eric Dyson....

AL: The Scoop, July 25

The purpose-based library

John J. Huber and Steven V. Potter write: “Some
would argue that the library is a nonprofit
organization and is not competing with anyone. We
beg to differ. Every customer has a choice and
chooses whether to go to the library website or
Google’s search bar, to either engage the library or
order materials from Amazon. Amazon would much

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2016/july/072616-2.htm 1/5
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rather have its customers buy a book than borrow, and Google would much rather have
information seekers search its website than seek out a reference librarian.”...

American Libraries feature, July/Aug.

Library services for people with memory loss and d

[ M

ementia

Sarah Houghton writes: “Earlier this year |
organized a training for library staff throughout our
county from the local chapter of the Alzheimer’s
Association and a stellar local senior nonprofit
named Senior Access that is dedicated to serving
residents with memory-loss issues. I'm going to do
my best to sum up what | learned at the training as
well as what we’ve seen here in our library serving older adults with memory issues. |
hope some of this can help you at your library too.”...

Librarian in Black, July 25

Snapshot of a 21st-century librarian

Adrienne Green writes: “Many librarians have forgone bookkeeping
and cataloging for specializing in multimedia and taking on research-
and technology-oriented projects, such as digitizing archives. Theresa
Quill, a research librarian at Indiana University, Bloomington,
specializes in the relationship between geography and cultural
behavior, and digital mapping. | spoke with Quill about what it’s like to
be a modern-day librarian, and how the job has changed since the
days of dial-up internet.”...

The Atlantic, July 25

learn more about ultra-thin Thread™ Steclcase
power distribution » EDUCATION

Telling the library’s story

!
Troy Lambert writes: “Libraries focus on certain metrics. Much I—f- S S—to

like the declining Big Five of the publishing industry, they have
based their future planning on the wrong data. This has caused

them to shift their priorities away from the purpose of the .

library. It's not just the number of patrons who walk through the P ™
doors or the number of books borrowed that matters. The @y’DuP llbI‘a.I‘j?'

library is about cultivating a love for reading, encouraging new readers, and converting
nonreaders into readers. How is that done?”...

Public Libraries Online, July 25

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2016/july/072616-2.htm

2/5



http://librarianinblack.net/librarianinblack/memoryloss/

http://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2016/07/research-librarian/492911/

https://www.steelcase.com/products/computer-support/thread/

http://publiclibrariesonline.org/2016/07/beyond-book-borrows-whats-your-story/



3/8/2017 AL Direct, July 26, 2016

Where open textbooks are used

Carl Straumsheim writes: “Open educational resources (OER) are
showing signs of taking root in introductory courses, yet overall
awareness of alternatives to traditional textbooks continues to lag, a
new study finds. More than half of the faculty members surveyed for
Opening the Textbook: Educational Resources in US Higher
Education, 2015—16, a report released July 26 by the Babson Survey
Research Group, said they were not aware of OER or how instructors
can use free or inexpensive alternatives to traditional textbooks.”...

Inside Higher Ed, July 26; American Libraries feature, June

Julie Satow writes: “The Waldorf Astoria hotel in
Manhattan is known for its grand public spaces,
such as its two-tiered ballroom and vast lobby. But
upstairs, in a windowless corner of the hotel’s
administrative offices, Deidre Dinnigan toils in a
cramped room not much larger than a closet.
Dinnigan, the hotel’'s archivist, is responsible for
cataloging and researching more than 4,000 objects, from filigreed brass room numbers
to yellowing advertisements from the 1950s.”...

New York Times, July 22

Transforming libraries in Myanmar

Myat Sann Nyein writes: “I have been a librarian in
Myanmar since 1985. It is a great honor to share
the challenges and success of the e-Library
Myanmar Project. During the darkest years until
2011, when all information was cut off, | remained a |
librarian because | believe in its power to improve
and transform society. Now Myanmar has a new
democratic government and is emerging from decades of isolation. One its most
important tasks is the reform of higher education.”...

OUPblog, July 23; Electronic Information for Libraries

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2016/july/072616-2.htm 3/5



https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2016/07/26/study-finds-use-open-educational-resources-rise-introductory-courses

https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2016/05/31/pushing-open-textbooks/

http://www.onlinelearningsurvey.com/reports/openingthetextbook2016.pdf

http://www.librariestransform.org/#because

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/07/24/nyregion/chasing-waldorfs-history-as-it-becomes-history-itself.html

http://www.hosttotheworld.com/omeka/

http://blog.oup.com/2016/07/libraries-in-myanmar/

http://www.eifl.net/eifl-in-action/elibrary-myanmar-project



3/8/2017 AL Direct, July 26, 2016

Get hbrary news as it happens. | LATEST

LIBRARY

Marlon Hernandez writes: “Digital displays can be
an effective way to communicate key events and
information to our patrons. However, running
displays has usually required either expensive
hardware (installing new cables) or software (Movie
Maker)—sometimes both. We had the displays Ca]l Mumber | TA 157 C4?4 2015
ready but needed cost-effective solutions for hosting
and creating the content. Enter Raspberry Pi and a movie creator that can be found in
any Microsoft Office Suite purchased since 2010: Microsoft PowerPoint.”...

LITA Blog, July 25

Google Maps update

Patrick Allan writes: “In an effort to make Google P el
Maps cleaner and easier to read, Google is R e i
removing all visual elements that aren’t absolutely Pl P / R
necessary. That means you won’t see any more PR AR :
road outlines, text will stand out and be more gy, \ﬁ
readable, and Google is working with a new color

scheme. The new colors should also make it easier to differentiate between man-made
and natural features, as well as quickly identify important structures like hospitals and
schools.”...

Lifehacker, July 25; Google Maps, July 25

2016 Eisner Awards

The 28th annual Will Eisner Comic Industry Awards were presented July
22 during a ceremony held in conjunction with San Diego Comic-Con
International. Trophies went to Paper Girls, by Brian K. Vaughan and
Cliff Chiang, for Best New Series; Southern Bastards, by Jason Aaron
and Jason Latour, for Best Continuing Series; Bandette, by Paul Tobin
and Colleen Coover, for Best Digital Webcomic; and March: Book Two,
by John Lewis, Andrew Aydin, and Nate Powell, for Best Reality-Based
Work....

Comic Book Resources, July 23

Mutism in YA books

Sharon Rawllns writes: “I've noticed an increase recently in the number of YA books

R | o 4 — Vo4t . 4 4 _sv_ _ _1a
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peing puplisnea reaturing cnaracters wno are seiectlvely mute (at ieast

four published this year). They can speak, but choose not to—as
opposed to characters that are involuntarily mute who cannot speak
because of injury, illness, or magic. | can’t explain this trend except to
say that maybe current events have made authors focus more on
mental health issues. Most of the recent books mentioned here are

realistic fiction.”... hush

YALSA The Hub, July 26
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Librarian must-dos at Comic-Con.
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Five things every librarian should do at Comic-Con

Angela Ocana writes: “Don’t think of San Diego
Comic-Con, which ran July 21-24, as just another
comic book convention. Since its inception in the
early 1970s, it has grown into one of the largest
annual celebrations of all things pop culture. The
size alone makes you feel like you've stepped
outside the real world and into a small village of
costumed crusaders and oddities in the San Diego heat. If you think the ALA conference
is a wild ride, strap on your seat belt for the top five things every librarian needs to do at
Comic-Con.”...

AL: The Scoop, July 29

Letters to (and from) Amy

Megan Perrero writes: “Many people dream of sending fan mail
to someone they admire, but few could ever fathom the
possibility of getting something in return. With the help of the

Ezra Jack Keats Foundation and the Garfield Park Lending A

Library in New Castle, Delaware, a group of elementary school }]}UI j}iﬁ
kids got to experience the sheer joy of just that. Sophia

Hanson, general manager of New Castle County Public
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Libraries, got the idea to start a letter-writing summer program for kids called ‘Letters to

il

Amy.”...
AL: The Scoop, July 27

AASL defines “effective school library program”

Jen Habley writes: “As the national association for the
school library profession, AASL has provided a
definition for ‘effective school library program’ to
assist with the implementation of the Every Student
Succeeds Act (ESSA) at the state and district level.
The definition is part of a new position statement,
Definition for Effective School Library Program,
published by AASL as guidance for administrators,
school boards, and school librarians in the implementation of ESSA.”...

Knowledge Quest blog, July 27

Obama chooses presidential library site

President Barack Obama and First Lady Michelle
Obama have selected historic Jackson Park, just
east of the University of Chicago, as the site for the |
Obama Presidential Center, a source confirmed '
July 27. A formal announcement is expected in
early August. The site allows for the creation ofa -
museum campus in the heart of the park, accented
by an existing lagoon, lush woods, and greenery. The winding 54 3-acre park is an oasis
on the South Side....

Chicago Tribune, July 27

learn more about ultra-thin Thread™ Steelcase
power distribution » EDUCATION

Rikers Island gets unofficial NYPL branch

The (unofficial) 93rd branch of the New York Public
Library is now open for business, and it’s the first
permanent public library on Rikers Island, New York
City’s main correctional facility on the East River.
The collection, which is housed in the women'’s
Rose M. Singer Center and sits below a poster of
Beyoncé as Rosie the Riveter, is as varied as the
people who will be reading from it: The Hunger Games books share space with To Kill a
Mockingbird, Les Misérables, and an extensive James Patterson collection....
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AM New York, July 27

Programming in prison libraries

Trish Burns writes: “A typical library scene: Parents
and children use Skype to read to each other, and
people learn the basics of a foreign language, knit
yarn into a scarf, and discuss basic financial
concepts. But this is not your typical public library
setting—it is a prison library. Surprised? While prison
librarians all over the country have a unique set of
challenges, they are also coming up with an
abundance of programming aimed at assisting
prisoners in learning lifelong skills.”...

Public Libraries Online, July 28

“ ' NEWS OF THE ASSOCIATION
DIVISIONS OFFICES ROUNDTABLES AND MORE
A [

Syria’s secret library

Mike Thomson writes: “Down a flight of steep steps, &
as far as it's possible to go from the flying shrapnel,
shelling, and snipers’ bullets above, is a large, dimly

lit room. Buried beneath a bomb-damaged building,
it's home to a secret library that provides learning,
hope, and inspiration to many in the besieged
Damascus suburb of Darayya in Syria. For the past R
four years, Anas Ahmad (right), a former civil engineering student, and other volunteers
have collected more than 14,000 books on every subject imaginable.”...

BBC News Magazine, July 28

Rob Alderson writes: “This is a fascinating place; it's =
chock-full of interesting people doing really neat
stuff.” That’s how Chip Clark once described the
Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History
where he worked as a photographer for 37 years.
Over the course of 20 years, he photographed the
famous museum’s archives and the archivists who s, o W R
keep them organized. This is no mean feat—the Smithsonian has 30 million insects, 4.5
million plant samples, and seven million fish preserved in jars.”...

WeTransfer: This Works, Apr. 26
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Get library news as it happens. | LATEST

Beware the filter bubble

Lynn Lobash writes: “In the 1990s, libraries put significant effort into %ﬂz‘:"“_
building web guides—curated and vetted lists of web resources. Ten .
years later, web guides went out of fashion and patrons were referred to | Euu——
Google, whose algorithms had grown so sophisticated that vetting the | e e
web seemed unnecessary. Fifteen years later, these trusted algorithms -*—

have learned so much about our personal preferences that they may be |y
getting in the way of our ability to see differing views on critical problems
in society.”...

NYPL Blogs, July 28

Iron gall ink and the destruction of paper

Alexandra Ault writes: “Iron gall ink is slowly
destroying itself and the paper on which it sits.
Words are literally eating themselves into oblivion.
Even the ink’s composition and ingredients are a
result of irritation and death. A sting, a bite, a
reaction, a tiny extinction. Three of our conservators
have made a study of the ink, and their knowledge and research on the subject is
amazing. These are a few images of manuscripts that show iron gall ink damage.”...

British Library: Untold Lives, July 28

|s the Billboard Hot 100 broken?

Justin Charity writes: “Billboard publishes 111 THE |'U|' m
different weekly charts that track the current E -
popularity of songs and albums across a broad

variety of genres and distribution platforms. To find & ] “‘W”-‘-* ®
out what the hottest songs are, you’d typically =

consult Billboard’s flagship chart, the Hot 100. The questions now are whether and how
the Hot 100 can sustain its usefulness in a marketplace that contains multitudes. The

musical ecosystem is more fractured than ever, and Billboard is trying to create a
coherent statement from all the pieces.”...

The Ringer, July 26

Closing Wikipedia’s gender gap

Rick Paulas writes: “While the proliferation of the internet has dramatically disrupted the

nctahlichmant it’e nat hard tA Arawr a lina fram tha
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rise of social media to the proliferation of Black Lives
Matter, the campaign of Bernie Sanders, and the
lobby for transgender rights—there’s one distinct area
where those varied voices are lacking, and it happens

to be a website of record: Wikipedia. But Wikipedia
editors are predominantly white and male, and the
site needs to find more women and minority
editors.”...

Pacific Standard, July 28; OCLC Next, July 27
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The FOIA Improvement Act

On July 1, ALA President Julie Todaro released a
statement applauding Congress’ passage on June 14
and President Barack Obama’s signing on June 30 of
the FOIA Improvement Act into law. The bill will
improve public access to government documents by
codifying the “presumption of openness” declared by
President Obama in his Freedom of Information Act
(EQIA) memo during his first week in office and will
strengthen the US Office of Government Information Services....

Office of Government Relations, July 1; District Dispatch, July 1; White House

Kanawha County (W.Va.) Public Library officials are
considering how to temporarily serve Clendenin,
where the library branch took on nine feet of water in
the June 23-24 flooding, and the Elkview area, where
patrons still can’t access the Elk Valley branch
because of a bridge that washed away. At a July 1
meeting, Associate Director Toni Blessing presented a
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slideshow of the destruction in the Clendenin branch. “Everything is just covered with
inches of mud,” Blessing said. “And it’s just so sad.”...

Charleston (W.Va.) Gazette-Mail, July 4, Kanawha County Library, June 30

— — Conference
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Virginia senator wants to remove trashy titles from libraries

In response to a controversy surrounding Chesterfield County (Va.)
Public Schools’ summer reading lists, state Sen. Amanda Chase (R-
11th, right) and a handful of school librarians are jumping into the
fray. After parents objected to books placed on summer reading lists
for middle and high school students, the county school system
revised the lists. The new lists removed the offending titles. Chase
said the books on the original lists are “pornographic” and “trash.” “I
would take them out of the libraries,” Chase said. “Absolutely.”...

Chesterfield (Va.) Observer, June 29

Dallas Public Library is closing its bookstore

By the end of July, BookEnds, the 30-year-old
bookstore tucked inside the lobby of the J. Erik
Jonsson Central Library in Dallas, will close its doors. |
On September 1, BookEnds’ space will be occupied |
by the Office of Vital Statistics, now stashed away on
the first floor of Dallas City Hall. Library Director Jo
Giudice is positively giddy about the library’s new
tenant. “It brings us a whole new audience—some
300 people a day,” she said. “We’ll make sure they have library cards, get them
registered to vote.”...

Dallas Morning News, July 2

learn more about ultra-thin Thread™ Steelcase
power distribution » EDUCATION

Rare Superman items donated to Cleveland Public Library

A comic strip writer who is a Superman super-fan has donated his collection of about
17,000 pieces for a permanent exhibit dedicated to the Man of Steel at the Cleveland
Public Library. Some 75 years’ worth of Superman memorabilia was boxed up by
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Arkansas native Mike Curtis and sent by truck to the
library. Amy Dawson, manager of the library’s
literature department, said every piece will be
cataloged, and the library will apply for grants so they
can preserve and restore the collectibles....

Associated Press, July 4

BECAUSE OF YOU.

Libraries and the curse of knowledge

Lorcan Dempsey writes: “Libraries are now very aware of how they need
to move beyond jargon in describing their services—in signage, in
informational materials, or in user interfaces. The goal is to be clearly
understood by those who do not already understand library structures or
specialist terminology. To be clearly understood, one cannot presume
that potential users already understand how the library works, or is b
structured, or what jargon is used to describe services. One example T Tk et
here is discovery.”...

Lorcan Dempsey’s Weblog, June 19

Get library news as it happens. | LATEST

LIBRARY

hard covers, we have real people on our
bookshelves,” said Ronni Abergel, cofounder of the
Human Library Organization. ‘You can borrow the
bipolar or the Muslim or the transgender or the
homeless, and in this way you get a chance to talk to this person and you may just
realize what you have in common.” Abergel cofounded the Human Library in 2000 in
Copenhagen, on the back of an event designed to prevent physical violence.” The
Human Library of the Fox Valley in Batavia, lllinois, carries on this concept....

CNN Money, July 1; Arlington Heights (lll.) Daily Herald, July 3

Browser the Texas library cat’s job is saved
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Why the city council of White Settlement, Texas,
decided to fire Browser (right), cat mascot of the city
public library, is not clear, but the vote two weeks
ago was 2—1 to banish Browser. On July 1, under an
avalanche of complaints, the council members
decided unanimously that Browser could stay.
Browser’s supporters began a petition drive, and of
course the internet got involved, and more than
1,000 messages from around the world later, the
council voted again unanimously to keep Browser. News coverage does not mention
whether any White Settlement patrons have cat allergies....

NPR: The Two-Way, July 2; LISNews, July 3

Retrieving your Google Photos

J. D. Biersdorfer writes: “Google added new features il
to the web version of its Google Photos service this ' Edit albumn

spring to supplement the controls for cropping, color St sl cove
adjustments, and filters available through the - ' Sharing ap¥ons

toolbar’s pencil icon. But if you want to play around
with a photo or album in the desktop image editor of
your choice, you can easily download copies from the
web. Start by logging into your Google Photos page.”...

Debete album

New York Times: Personal Tech, June 30, Google Photos, Mar. 1

How non-designers can create engaging images

Roy Olende writes: “Images have never been more
important in social media. They are the key to Colour is not just a visual element --
driving greater online engagement. The only issue it's also emotional.

here is that if, like me, you aren’t Gber-skilled in
graphic design, creating eye-catching engaging
images can be difficult. So how can non-designers like me still create incredible images
for social media? One way is by learning simple, repeatable design principles.”...

rF

The Next Web, June 24

Women in comics: Science

Carli Spina writes: “Science has always been a subject that | gravitate g
towards, so it is no surprise that | love science-related comics. Many of Eeslzi:1y REEF
these books are biographies of famous scientists, but there are also f } ;}&
wonderful comics about specific scientific subfields that offer a fun way
to learn about a new topic and can help to inspire readers to continue
reading about previously unknown topics. Here are just a few enjoyable
comics for those with an interest in science.”...

YALSA The Hub, July 5
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An Orlando digital mosaic.
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Digital mosaic of Orlando attendees

During the ALA Annual Conference in Orlando,
Gale encouraged attendees to contribute photos of
themselves to a digital mosaic. Everyone’s images
—more than 3,000 in all—were grouped together
over the weekend into the words “Orlando Strong”
with a rainbow overlay. Gale is donating the
completed 10-by-6-foot artwork to the Orange County (Fla.) Library System. See how it
all came together in this video (1:30)....

Vimeo, July 6

Five tech tips | learned at Annual Conference

a D -
Ginny Mies writes: “If you've ever attended an ALA 5" "2 B;gp@nﬁ @2‘?%@
Annual Conference, you'll probably agree with me ﬁm—% [ Toms 7o wy ]
that it is two things: useful and overwhelming. |
generally try to hit up as many tech-related sessions as | can with a few author signings
thrown in here and there. As | took notes, | highlighted the key tech tips from the
sessions | went to. I've picked out five of my favorites so if you too are feeling
overwhelmed or were not able to go, | hope you find these beneficial to your library’s
tech goals.”...

Tech Soup for Libraries, July 7
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2016/july/070816-2.htm 1/5
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Sponsored Content

How to narrate a million-word novel

The narration process is usually straightforward—read,
research, record. But what if the book is extraordinarily long?
Simon Vance is narrating Alan Moore’s new novel, Jerusalem,
which at one million words is 200,000 words longer than the
Bible. How is Simon preparing for this massive undertaking, set
for release September 15?7 “Jerusalem portrays the heart of
England, the author’s home town of Northampton,” said Simon,
“so the best research | can think of is actually going there to
meet the author, and the city itself.” Sounds like the perfect plan!

“Birth of a Nation” lecture series

The ALA Office for Diversity, Literacy, and Outreach
Services is joining with the UN Remember Slavery .
Programme, Fox Searchlight Pictures, and BazanED * ]
to invite libraries to participate in a nationwide lecture
series and community-building initiative, “The Birth of &
a Nation: Slavery, Resistance, and Abolition.” The
series is in observance of the 185th anniversary of Nat Turner’s Rebellion in 1831, as
well as the UN International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave Trade and Its
Abolition, observed annually on August 23....

Office for Diversity, Litreracy, and Outreach Services, July 5

Rainbow flaqg at library prompts new rules

In response to the rainbow flag flying outside the Des
Plaines (lll.) Public Library in honor of the Orlando
terror attack victims, city aldermen on July 5
approved new rules giving them the power to decide
which flags can be raised over any city-owned or
leased property. Under the new rules, only the flags
of the United States, state of lllinois, city of Des
Plaines, and the POW-MIA flag can be flown over
municipal sites. Any other flag requires prior approval from the city council, according to
the resolution aldermen passed in a 5-3 vote....

Arlington Heights (lll.) Daily Herald, July 6
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LIS programs and the need for a dialoque

Denisse Solis writes: “As information professionals
or librarians, in whatever role you play, a big part of
your job will be to serve a community. The
community may be public, academic, rural, or
urban, but | guarantee you it will be filled with
people from different races, social classes, and age
groups. It has become evident that a basic
understanding of social issues and the state of the
profession is missing from LIS education, and perhaps in the profession itself. | continue
to encounter situations reminding me | am part of the 3% of librarians who are
Hispanic.”...
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Hack Library School, July 6

At SFPL ., a balance of outreach and security

Jeremy Miller writes: “The mission of the San Francisco |
Public Library goes beyond connecting people with
books and research materials. In 2009, it was the first
library in the country to hire a full-time social worker.
Today, its staff of seven Health and Safety Advocates,
or HaSAs—all of whom were once homeless—monitor
the library’s six floors and bathrooms, offering resources on shelters, food kitchens, and
clinics across the city to homeless patrons. The idea for the HaSA program came about
around 2000, just four years after the completion of the new $126.5 million main
branch.”...

Timeline, June 29

BECAUSE OF YOU.

Georgians with print disabilities can access Bookshare

Benetech, provider of Bookshare, is partnering with L AS S E;"Eiwﬁz““

Georgia Libraries for Accessible Statewide * & Statewide Services
Services, making more than 425,000 accessible

ebooks available for free to patrons who cannot read printed books due to blindness, low
vision, dyslexia, and other print disabilities. GLASS is the statewide network of talking
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book centers that provides library services for the blind and others whose physical
abilities require the use of books and magazines in digital audio formats or in braille....

Benetech’s Blog, June 28

LIBRARY

Get library news as it happens. | LATEST

Three ways to breathe new life into your library blog

Beth McGough writes: “Does your library blog make
you go ‘blah’? It might be time to take a fresh look at
the blog and revive it. But how? The audience should

be at the heart of every blog post. A deep w '

understanding of your library users and blog
readers, what drives them, and what they care about

will help you write relevant posts your audience will read. Every post should bring value
to the reader.”...

ProQuest Blog, July 6

Inclusivity, Gestalt, and plain language

Jennifer Turner and Jessica Schomberg write: ‘ﬁr v f;i l
“Good design makes documents easier to use, »
helps documents stand out from other pieces of ‘ ,E
information, and lends credibility to document

. . o . - i i i
creators. Librarians provide instruction and training e e o
materials to coworkers and library users. For these
materials to be readable and accessible, they must follow guidelines for usable document
design. Improving document usability requires a basic understanding of accessibility and

Universal Design for Learning, plus a few simple tips found in Gestalt and plain language
principles.”...

In the Library with the Lead Pipe, June 29

Why handwriting is still essential

ed 2 avmaly wonbical alghy mel weny didlimerd |nom Hhis

Perri Klass writes: “Do children in a keyboard world |« «i. o cteit, 1i o - e
need to learn old-fashioned handwriting? There is | ¥ fesets anst geanpmunts ponbadsy

. . " A .-M;.nﬁ A L gl sl

a tendency to dismiss handwriting as a Aagiming sl dmebny” iorbisas. S sl
nonessential skill, even though researchers have |~ = fang wypinds HH A
warned that learning to write may be the key to, well, learning to write. And beyond the
emotional connection adults may feel to the way we learned to write, there is a growing
body of research on what the normally developing brain learns by forming letters on the

page, in printed or manuscript format as well as in cursive.”...

New York Times: The Well, June 20; June 2, 2014
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Do library stuff faster with Python

Lauren Magnuson writes: “Python is a great
programming language to know if you work in a
library: It's (relatively) easy to learn, its syntax is
fairly clear and intuitive, and it has robust libraries
for doing routine library tasks like hacking MARC
records and working with delimited data, CSV files,
JSON, and XML. In this post, I'll describe a couple
of projects I've worked on recently that have enabled me to do library stuff faster using
Python.”...

ACRL TechConnect Blog, July 5; Oct. 15, 2014

The best video editing software of 2016

Michael Muchmore writes: “Great movies (even
great home movies) are made in the editing room—

application you choose will depend on your budget,
the equipment you’re using, and how serious you
are. Fortunately, you're almost spoiled for choice
with the products available for download and
purchase these days. Dig into our in-depth reviews of enthusiast-level video-editing
software reviews here to see which is the right one for you.”...

PC Magazine, July 6
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