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For daily ALA and library news, check the American Libraries website or subscribe to our
 RSS feed.


2015 Library Design Showcase


Phil Morehart writes: “Welcome to the 2015 Library
 Design Showcase, American Libraries’ annual
 celebration of new and renovated libraries. These are
 shining examples of innovative architecture that
 address user needs in unique, interesting, and
 effective ways. New construction dominated this year’s submissions, but renovated and
 repurposed spaces were a close second, showing how today’s libraries are both
 conserving existing resources and adapting to economic realities.” Read the entire
 September/October issue online....


American Libraries feature, Sept./Oct.


Berkeley Public Library director resigns


Embattled Berkeley (Calif.) Public Library Director Jeff Scott (right) has
 resigned. Board of Library Trustees Chairwoman Abigail Franklin
 made the announcement in a news release August 31. The
 resignation comes on the heels of almost two months of rallies, speak
 outs, and letter writing in opposition to Scott’s policies—especially
 targeting his methods of weeding books and materials from the
 system’s collection—on the part of community members and library
 staff....
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Inside Bay Area, Sept. 1


 


 


Wildfire burns down Alaskan library


Almost 60 firefighters, backed by a helicopter, focused
 on securing about 30 homes in Chiniak, Kodiak Island,
 Alaska, on August 30 as winds gusted around the
 areas scorched by the wildfire that burned down at
 least two homes and the Chiniak Public Library. It was
 uncertain how the fire began on the night of August 27.
 The Chiniak library was founded in 1985 by a group of local volunteers....


Alaska Public Media, Aug. 28


8-year-old apologizes to library for ripping a page


Rose Minutaglio writes: “A handwritten letter by an 8-
year-old Canadian boy apologizing to the Toronto
 Public Library for accidentally ripping a page in an
 Asterix comic book has captured the hearts of
 thousands after the library posted it on social media.
 The note, which reads ‘I am sorry that a page ripped
 when it fell out of my bed when I fell asleep reading it. It won’t happen again. I’m sorry.
 From Jackson,’ was written by Jackson Dowler who insisted on apologizing because he
 ‘felt bad for other kids that might want to read the book.’”...


People, Aug. 31


A National Book Festival for the ages


Nicole Dubowitz writes: “The National Book Festival is
 back in D.C. on September 5, with an especially big
 reason to celebrate: 200 years ago, after the British
 burned the Library of Congress to the ground in the
 War of 1812, Thomas Jefferson donated 6,000 of his
 own books to rebuild it. The Festival’s theme this year is ‘I cannot live without books,’ a
 quote by T.J. himself. More than 175 acclaimed authors, illustrators, and poets will be in
 attendance. For a full list of authors and presentations, visit the Library of Congress
 website.”...


DCist, Aug. 31; Library of Congress


IMLS announces $14.2 million in library grants
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On August 31, the Institute of Museum and Library Services
 announced 276 grants to institutions totaling $14,165,292.
 The grants were awarded through six programs: National
 Leadership Grants for Libraries, Sparks! Ignition Grants for
 Libraries, Native American Library Services Basic, Native American Library Services
 Enhancement, Native Hawaiian Library Services, and Laura Bush 21st Century Library
 Program. IMLS has published the lists of Native American and Hawaiian awardees and its
 other awardees....


IMLS, Aug. 31


2015 “Autism Welcome Here” grant


The “Autism Welcome Here: Library Programs, Services,
 and More” grant, sponsored by Libraries and Autism:
 We’re Connected, awards a total of $5,000 in one or
 more grants to initiate a new and creative program or service, bring an already-existing
 program or service to a library for the first time, or enhance a program or service a library
 already offers. All programs or services proposed must benefit people with autism or their
 families, directly or indirectly. Completed applications must be submitted by December 1.
 Barbara Klipper offers some background on this grant....


Libraries and Autism; Targeting Autism, May 4


Creating a romance collection in an academic library


Over the past few decades, there has been a growing critical mass of
 scholarly interest in the study of popular romance fiction as a literary form
 in its own right. While much of the scholarship is available in academic
 libraries, few of the actual romance novels are. In response to curricular
 and faculty demand, Sarah Sheehan and Jen Stevens decided to start a
 collection of popular romance novels at George Mason University library.
 This article discusses their rationale, methods, and process in creating the
 collection....


Journal of Popular Romance Studies, Aug. 29


Best gaming laptops of 2015


Laarni Almendrala Ragaza writes: “When it comes to
 gaming, the platform of choice goes to the consoles, at
 least as far as the average consumer goes. But
 enthusiasts know that if you want to experience the true
 quality that a game has to offer, then PC gaming is the
 way to go. For those looking to take their game mobile without sacrificing too many frame
 rates, we give you some valuable pointers on choosing the best laptops for gaming and
 rounded up our top picks in the category.”...


PC Magazine, Aug. 27
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Confusion about ed-tech buzzwords


Jeffrey R. Young writes: “Professors,
 administrators, and ed-tech vendors
 don’t always speak the same language
 when it comes to talking about
 experimental approaches to teaching and research. Terms like ‘flipped classroom’ and
 ‘digital humanities’ get thrown around a lot these days, but different people often mean
 different things by them. And some people still don’t know what they mean, despite their
 buzzword status.”...


Chronicle of Higher Education: Wired Campus, Aug. 28


Back to (magic) school


Molly Wetta writes: “It’s back to school season, which elicits excitement
 from some and groans from others. When I first went back to library
 school, as much as I enjoyed my classes, I sort of wished they were more
 from the Rupert Giles School of Library Science, with a syllabus that
 looks something like this. I sympathize with teens who are more excited
 to get lost in a fantasy world than dig into algebra homework. So for those
 study breaks when one just needs to escape, here are some fantasy and
 paranormal novels in school settings.”...


YALSA The Hub, Aug. 31; The Toast, Sept. 4, 2014
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For daily ALA and library news, check the American Libraries website or subscribe to our
 RSS feed.


Calculating the growth of collections and spaces


Ricky Espinosa writes: “In my 25 years of working
 in libraries, I coordinated many library moves.
 The question of how much space is needed is a
 constant concern. Libraries grow and shrink based on the size of their collections.
 Calculating the growth of spaces and collections can be a source of anxiety for library
 managers, who must evaluate the various factors that affect growth from their own
 perspective. Many times the calculations fail, resulting in a building that is too large or too
 small.”...


American Libraries feature, Sept./Oct.


Another Story: What I learned


Joseph Janes writes: “Hmmm, where was I? Ah yes,
 running for ALA President. That was, to say the
 least, quite the ride. I got to meet and talk with lots of
 great people and share my vision for the profession
 with many of you, so I have to say I enjoyed most of it. Right up until the end. Losing was
 hard, particularly as close as it was (22 votes, for those who are counting). And I won’t lie,
 it still hurts a little. What did I learn?”...


American Libraries column, Sept./Oct.
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Sponsored Content


Banned Books Week celebrates YA books in 2015
Banned Books Week is the annual celebration of the freedom to read and will be
 observed in libraries, schools, bookstores, and other community settings across the
 nation and around the world.


Celebrate Banned Books Week by reading or listening to a banned book. See a list of
 some banned books available on audio from Recorded Books and check out these
 links on censorship.


Here are two additional resources:


Top 10 things to do with a banned text


2015 Banned Books Week to focus on YA lit


Youth Matters: A place for play


Abby Johnson writes: “Children learn through play. In fact,
 play helps them develop early literacy and school-
readiness skills, and it can be a load of fun. So how do
 librarians encourage play within library spaces and
 programs? There is a wide range of possibilities, no
 matter what your budget may be. An amazing play space
 can make your library a destination for young patrons, as it has at the Barrington Area (Ill.)
 Library.”...


American Libraries column, Sept/Oct.


Zen and the art of Jon Muth


Alison Marcotte writes: “Born and raised in Cincinnati to an art teacher
 mother, Jon Muth has been drawing since childhood. Today the award-
winning illustrator and children’s book author is known for his acclaimed



http://www.ala.org/bbooks/bannedbooksweek
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 picture books. Muth’s Zen Socks (Scholastic) will be released
 September 29, and a Celebrity READ poster he illustrated for ALA will
 be available October 19. American Libraries spoke with Muth about his
 influences, upcoming projects, and the role libraries have played in his
 life.”...


AL: The Scoop, Sept. 10


Bundle registration for Midwinter and Annual


Bundle registration for the 2016 Midwinter Meeting and Annual
 Conference is now open. Bundling the registration for both
 conferences saves up to $130 and offers the opportunity to book
 housing for Midwinter immediately. The conversation starts in Boston,
 January 8–12, at ALA Midwinter Meeting and Exhibits and continues
 at ALA Annual Conference and Exhibition in Orlando, June 23–28....


Conference Services, Sept. 9


NYPL to increase staff and hours


The New York Public Library announced September 10 that it
 is dramatically increasing hours—including Sunday service
 at four additional branches—and expert staff as a result of
 the city’s unprecedented $43 million increase in operating
 funding to its three library systems. In total, the library will
 hire approximately 100 new librarians and other public
 service positions; more than half of those librarians will be
 children and young adult specialists, contributing to NYPL’s strong focus on early literacy
 and preparing children for school....


New York Public Library, Sept. 10


Kilton PL pulls plug on its Tor exit relay


In July, the Kilton Public Library in West Lebanon, New
 Hampshire, was the first library in the country to become a
 Tor exit relay. The library allowed Tor users around the
 world to bounce their internet traffic through the library, thus
 masking users’ locations. But soon, state authorities
 received an email about it from an agent at the Department
 of Homeland Security and the library pulled the plug. Trustees will vote on whether to
 reinstate it on September 15....


ProPublica, Sept. 10; Library Freedom Project; EFF Action Center
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Education for academic information professionals


Roger C. Schonfeld writes: “Many MLS programs have in
 recent years been organized as parts of schools that also
 offer degrees in information, communication, or education.
 This week brought news of the proposal that the Graduate
 School of Library and Information Science at the University of
 Illinois at Urbana-Champaign be revamped (PDF file) as the
 School of Information Sciences. In many cases, the programs are not blended
 strategically but rather managed largely separately.”...


Ithaka S+R Blog, Sept. 10


Check out a bat detector from an Alaskan library


Shaunacy Ferro writes: “The Alaska Department of
 Fish and Game has adopted a clever approach to
 studying the state’s bat populations: using local
 libraries. Officials in Southeast Alaska have been
 monitoring the bat population in the area for several
 years, but they have recently upped their game by
 recruiting citizen scientists. In several Alaskan cities,
 library cardholders can now check out the equipment necessary to complete acoustic
 driving surveys of local bat populations.”...


Mental Floss, Sept. 10; Alaska Fish and Wildlife News, Apr. 2014; Alaska Public Media,
 June 19; Discover: The Crux, Sept. 8


Abraham Lincoln’s ghost of a library


While tourists bustled in and around the museum side
 of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and
 Museum in Springfield, Illinois, on a recent summer
 day, the library portion was quiet. Beyond collecting
 documents connected to Lincoln, the library holds the
 papers of governors, legislators, soldiers, sundry
 bureaucrats, and just regular folks. But because of
 staffing cuts and attrition, services have been reduced and work backlogs grow....


Springfield Illinois Times, Sept. 10


Why you should use a password manager


Chris Hoffman writes: “The majority of people use very weak
 passwords and reuse them on different websites. How are
 you supposed to use strong, unique passwords on all the
 websites you use? The solution is a password manager.
 Password managers store your login information for all the
 websites you use and help you log into them automatically.
 They encrypt your password database with a master password—the master password is
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 the only one you have to remember.”...


How-To Geek, Sept. 9


Libraries to get “Outside the Lines”


Next week, more than 260 libraries across the United States,
 Canada, and Australia will participate in Outside the Lines, a
 weeklong initiative September 13–19 that celebrates the
 creativity and innovation happening in libraries. Building upon
 the success of last year’s inaugural event, Outside the Lines is
 an opportunity for libraries to reconnect with the communities
 they serve through events and campaigns that get people thinking and talking about
 libraries in a new way....


Outside the Lines, Sept. 9


Another look at Stephenie Meyer's Twilight


Daniel Kraus writes: “Twilight, many still believe,
 represents everything wrong with YA. Today, the dust
 has cleared, the vampire craze has dwindled, and
 Stephenie Meyer’s influence is either less pervasive or more ingrained. Is the novel what
 we remember it to be? Let’s take a second look, but with the open mind and benefit of the
 doubt we might extend to other authors.”...


Booklist Online, Sept. 10
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For daily ALA and library news, check the American Libraries website or subscribe to our
 RSS feed.


Banned Books Week roundup, 2015


George M. Eberhart writes: “As Banned Books Week is
 celebrated September 27–October 3, it’s helpful to
 remember that there is still a need for vigilance to ensure
 the freedom to read. Kristin Pekoll, assistant director of
 the ALA Office for Intellectual Freedom, says that
 librarians and teachers often feel frustrated by these
 efforts to restrict the scope of reading. Here is a roundup
 of recent instances of book challenges in US school
 libraries (as well as one public and one academic library) and two book-bannings
 overseas.”...


AL: The Scoop, Sept. 29


Locked up with Vonnegut


Rick Provine writes: “I am at the Kurt Vonnegut Memorial
 Library, locked up with Vonnegut (literally) for Banned
 Books Week. So here I am, in the window of the KVML in
 downtown Indianapolis all week, missing the Great British
 Baking Show (hardly similar, but you know what I mean).
 Sunday was Day One, and it was a day filled with lots of
 people and lots of questions. It’s kind of overwhelming.
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 Like sleeping in a window.” Watch for more of Provine’s
 Banned Books Week posts on The Scoop....


AL: The Scoop, Sept. 28


 


 


Banned Books Week: The origin


Cara Bertram writes: “Banned Books Week was first inspired by the
 success of the Banned Book Exhibit at an American Booksellers
 Association convention in 1982, which featured almost 500 banned and
 challenged books. On July 7, 1982, Allan Marshall from the ABA
 reached out to Judith Krug, of the Office of Intellectual Freedom,
 inviting the ALA to endorse and cosponsor the event. The ALA
 Executive Board was quick to vote on and approve of joining the event,
 making a decision days after Marshall wrote to Krug.”...


 ALA Archives Blog, Sept. 24


Sister Cities programs build bridges


Chris Cairo writes: “Characterized by Midwestern
 roots and viewpoints, Indianapolis, like many
 American cities, nonetheless welcomes a broader
 worldview. With advanced technology and the ability
 to connect globally, the Indianapolis Public Library
 formed partnerships with the eight international cities
 that are part of Indianapolis’s Sister City Program. IPL has made connections so far with
 Campinas, Brazil; Hangzhou, China; Cologne, Germany; and Piran, Slovenia.”...


American Libraries feature, international supplement


 


 


Fulbright scholar in Poland
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Richard E. Sapon-White writes: “In 2012–2013, I had
 the privilege of spending a 10-month sabbatical
 teaching library science courses at the Institute of
 Information and Book Studies at the University of
 Warsaw in Poland as a Fulbright Scholar. I taught
 four courses in English: subject analysis, resource description and access, introduction to
 metadata, and ebooks in libraries. This incredible experience was made possible by a
 Fulbright Scholarship.”...


American Libraries feature, international supplement


LC’s Billington to retire September 30


James H. Billington announced on September 25 that he will retire as
 the 13th Librarian of Congress on September 30, not January 1 as
 previously announced. Deputy Librarian of Congress David Mao will
 serve as Acting Librarian of Congress until a presidential appointment
 is made and is confirmed by the Senate....


Library of Congress, Sept. 25, June 10


 


 


New design standards for government websites


Alexander Howard writes: “Today, many government
 websites are hard on the eyes and confusing to
 navigate, but that might be about to change. New
 design standards released September 28 for federal
 sites provide a common resource to standardize and
 improve what we find online, hopefully saving
 taxpayers time and frustration in the process. This is not a minor issue in the 21st
 century.”...


Huffington Post, Sept. 28; Gizmodo, Aug. 12, 2014


ALA congratulates NEH on its 50th anniversary


ALA congratulates the National Endowment for the Humanities, one of the largest funders
 of humanities programming in the United States, on its 50th anniversary. Founded on
 September 29, 1965, NEH promotes excellence in the humanities and conveys the
 lessons of history to all Americans by awarding grants for top-rated proposals to cultural
 institutions such as libraries, museums, archives, and colleges and universities. Through
 millions of dollars in funding for libraries, NEH has made possible numerous ALA public
 programming initiatives over the years....
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 ALA Public Programs Office, Sept. 29


Help the Copyright Office understand mass digitization


Dave Hansen writes: “Wouldn’t libraries and archives
 like to be able to digitize their collections and make
 the texts and images available to the world online?
 Of course they would, but copyright inhibits this for
 most works created in the last 100 years. The US
 Copyright Office recently issued a report (PDF file) and a request for comments (PDF file)
 on its proposal for a new licensing system intended to overcome copyright obstacles to
 mass digitization. While the goal is laudable, the office’s proposal is troubling and vague in
 key respects.”...


DPLA Blog, Sept. 25; Register of Copyrights, June; Federal Register, June 9


Six easy ways to tell if that viral story is a hoax


Pete Brown writes: “News in the digital age spreads
 faster than ever, and so do lies and hoaxes. Just like
 retractions and corrections in newspapers, online
 rebuttals often make rather less of a splash than the
 original misinformation. As I have argued elsewhere,
 digital verification skills are essential for today’s
 journalists, and academic institutions are starting to provide the necessary training.
 Outlined here are six free, simple tools that any curious news reader can use to verify
 digital media.”...


The Conversation, Sept. 18; MediaShift, June 25; Medium, Sept. 14


Three awesome astronomy apps


Chris Strobing writes: “There are many fun and
 interactive experiences that let anyone with a decently
 powerful PC to go zipping, flying, and rocketing
 through the stars of the Milky Way and beyond. With
 the help of new procedural generation technologies
 and the dedication of a few passionate space
 explorers/gaming developers, there are a slew of entertaining and educational games that
 can let you see the solar system and the rest of the universe in detail like never before.”...


How-To Geek, Sept. 27


The best drones of 2015


Jim Fisher writes: “Even if you have no good reason to
 justify buying one, you have to admit that drones are
 cool, and the tech has come a long way in a very
 short time. There are models on the market now that
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 put last year’s copters to shame in terms of video
 quality and stabilization. We’ve tested many of the ready-to-fly models on the market to
 determine what’s important to look for and the best models available.”...


PC Magazine, Sept. 19


How artificial intelligence will change our lives


Chris Strobing writes: “If you’ve been paying any attention
 to the media, you might get the impression that it’s only a
 matter of time before the threat of artificial intelligence
 comes to destroy us all. But is any of this fear of the
 machines justified? In this feature, we’re going to
 examine the world of AI from the perspective of
 scientists, engineers, programmers, and entrepreneurs working in the field today and boil
 down what they believe could be the next great revolution in human and computer
 intelligence.”...


How-To Geek, Sept. 28


Privacy is doomed, warns UC Berkeley librarian


Surveillance and privacy are waging a full-on arms race as technology
 advances, says Jeffrey MacKie-Mason (right), UC Berkeley’s incoming
 university librarian and chief digital scholarship officer. And surveillance
 is winning. Speaking September 23 at the School of Information,
 MacKie-Mason warned that in a developing world of “radical
 transparency,” everyone “should get used to the fact that we can’t count
 on any information about ourselves being private.”...


Berkeley News, Sept. 25


YA books dealing with social issues


Dawn Abron writes: “In my library, I see homeless teens, teens with
 alcoholic parents, teens living with a dying parent, and teens dealing with
 gender identity and body image. I used to feel powerless, but after I
 recommended Grasshopper Jungle, I realized that I could be an effective
 adult in the lives of teens. Here is a list of good books that blend popular
 genres with social issues. Gone are the days of feeling helpless. You now
 possess the power of reader’s advisory in a flash.”...


YALSA The Hub, Sept. 28


AL Direct is a free electronic newsletter emailed every Tuesday and Friday to personal
 members of the American Library Association.


Send news and feedback: aldirect@ala.org
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American Library Association • September 15, 2015
 


For daily ALA and library news, check the American Libraries website or subscribe to our
 RSS feed.


Pew Research: Libraries at the crossroads


John B. Horrigan writes: “Even as the public
 expresses interest in additional library services, there
 are signs that the share of Americans visiting libraries
 has edged downward over the past three years,
 although it is too soon to know whether or not this is
 a trend. A new survey (PDF file) from Pew Research
 Center brings this complex situation into stark relief. Compared with recent years, the
 current survey finds those 16 and older a bit less likely to say they have visited a library or
 bookmobile in person in the past 12 months, visited a library website, or used a library’s
 computers and internet access.” ALA President Sari Feldman released a statement
 September 15 regarding the survey’s findings....


Pew Research Center, Sept. 15; ALA Public Awareness Office, Sept. 15


Creating a security-aware staff


Steve Albrecht writes: “Safety and security are everyone’s
 jobs. This includes the library director, every department
 head, every supervisor, all full- and part-time employees,
 library board members, Friends of the library members,
 elected officials, and even patrons—who can and should
 tell us about safety or security concerns when using our
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 branches. It helps to have some absolutes when it comes to our methods and approaches
 to keeping staff members and patrons safe. I suggest these five.”...


American Libraries feature, Sept./Oct.


 


 


Dispatches from the Field: Altmetrics, bibliometrics


Robin Chin Roemer and Rachel Borchardt write: “In
 September 2010, Jason Priem, a doctoral student at the
 University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill’s School of
 Information and Library Science, was interested in
 promoting the value of a set of metrics that could describe
 relationships between the social aspects of the web and
 the spread of scholarship online. He saw few terms available to describe this diverse
 group of analytics, so he coined the word ‘altmetrics.’”...


 American Libraries column, Sept./Oct.


Important win for fair use and dancing babies


Carrie Russell writes: “In Lenz v. Universal, an appeals
 court in San Francisco ruled September 14 that a
 rights holder must consider whether a use is fair
 before sending a takedown notice. The Dancing Baby
 Case, you may recall, is about a takedown notice a
 mother received after uploading a video to YouTube
 showing her baby dancing to Prince’s ‘Let’s Go Crazy.’ The court found that rights holders
 cannot send takedown notices without first considering whether the use of the copyrighted
 content is fair.”...


District Dispatch, Sept. 14; Mar. 17, 2014; YouTube, Feb. 7, 2007


 


 


Sari Feldman: Libraries in the digital age


ALA President Sari Feldman (right) discusses the state of
 libraries in the digital age on this SciTech Now webcast
 (3:49), made possible by the Corporation for Public
 Broadcasting....


SciTech Now, Sept. 9
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Registration open for PLA Conference


Housing and registration for the Public Library
 Association’s 2016 Conference, April 5–9 in Denver,
 are now open. The PLA 2016 schedule is packed
 with extraordinary education, inspiration, and
 entertainment. Keynote speaker Anderson Cooper, anchor of CNN’s Anderson Cooper
 360°, will welcome attendees at the Opening Session, while comedian Tig Notaro will
 send them off from the Closing Session. Take advantage of the Early Bird rate by
 registering before January 22....


PLA, Sept. 15


Registration open for ALSC National Institute


Registration for the 2016 ALSC National Institute has
 opened. The conference, themed “Believe. Build.
 Become,” will be held September 15–17, 2016, in
 Charlotte, North Carolina. Prospective attendees will
 enjoy significant savings when they register before
 June 30, 2016. The National Institute is the premier event for programs and ideas related
 to children’s library services....


ALSC, Sept. 14


How Charlotte Mecklenburg brought back 13,000 users


Andrew Dunn writes: “The Charlotte Mecklenburg (N.C.)
 Library is in the middle of a project to track cardholder
 behavior and use that information to place programs in
 the right locations, better advertise services, and give
 people gentle nudges to influence behavior. The end goal
 is to get more people either in the doors or using the
 library’s online services and more effectively tackle community issues like third-grade
 literacy and the digital divide.”...


Charlotte (N.C.) Agenda, Sept. 8


The hardest job in tech?


Claire Zillman writes: “Anyone working at the forefront of technology
 knows how difficult it is to keep up with the evolving digital world.
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 Perhaps no one is better positioned to understand this than Bernard
 A. Barton Jr. (right), who was just hired as chief information officer for
 the Library of Congress. On September 8, Barton started his job as
 the person responsible for taking LC into the digital age. The details of
 how he will achieve this are still in the making.”...


Fortune, Sept. 14; Library of Congress, Sept. 8; Nextgov, Sept. 14


Breaking news: Water is wet


James LaRue writes: “In yet another shocking display of
 the obvious, Tim Worstall reports on the consequences
 of Big Five price negotiations with Amazon. Brave
 publishers stood up to the mega-retailer, by gum, and
 succeeded in raising the consumer price of ebooks. The
 result? Sales have fallen.”...


AL: E-Content, Sept. 14; The Register (UK), Sept. 9


RBML Mailbag on book plates


The Rare Books and Manuscripts Library at the
 University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign has
 launched a video series called RBML Mailbag, in
 which the staff answers user-submitted questions
 about rare books. Directed by Anna Chen, UIUC
 curator of rare books and manuscripts, this first
 episode (2:39) explains book plates and how they are made....


IllinoisRBML YouTube channel, Sept. 4


YA titles celebrate National Hispanic Heritage Month


Sharon Rawlins writes: “National Hispanic Heritage Month (September
 15–October 15) celebrates the heritage and culture of Hispanic and
 Latino Americans. September 15 is the anniversary of independence of
 five Latin American countries; three others also celebrate their
 independence days during this month. As a commemoration, I am
 highlighting some of the recent and forthcoming YA books either written
 by, or about, Hispanic and Latino fictional or real characters.”...


YALSA The Hub, Sept. 15


Recorded children’s music: A primer


Katie Salo writes: “It took me a long time to enjoy and use children’s
 music. There are so many benefits to using music. Not until I
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 started my Music and Movement program—Shake, Shimmy, and
 Dance—did I really start investigating recorded music. Raffi,
 Sharon Lois and Bram, Ella Jenkins, Hap Palmer, and Greg and
 Steve are great core artists to be familiar with as you start learning
 about children’s music. These are the 15 artists (in no particular
 order) that I absolutely adore.”...


ALSC Blog, Sept. 15; National Association for the Education of Young Children: Teaching
 Young Children 7, no. 5 (2015)


Australian librarians rhapsodize about library services


When the Shoalhaven City Council asked the staff of the
 Nowra Library in New South Wales to detail their
 achievements over the past 12 months, there was little
 chance that anyone was going to doze off during the
 presentation. “We knew it could be death by
 PowerPoint and we’re really partial to a bit of song and
 dance,” said Digital Resources Manager Robin Sharpe.
 The result: Librarian Rhapsody (5:01), a YouTube video that has nearly 100,000 views....


Illawarra Mercury (Wollongong, N.S.W.), Sept. 11
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American Library Association • September 25, 2015
 


For daily ALA and library news, check the American Libraries website or subscribe to our
 RSS feed.


American Libraries’ 2015 IFLA digital supplement


Explore ALA’s global impact in the 2015 international digital edition of
 American Libraries. In this issue you will find highlights from the IFLA
 World Library and Information Congress in Cape Town, South Africa;
 a look at ALA efforts to help rebuild regions devastated by cyclones
 and earthquakes; a governance update on RDA; and a report from
 the Sharjah International Book Fair in the United Arab Emirates....


American Libraries, Sept. 23


AL Live: Web-scale discovery services


A new episode of American Libraries Live—a one-hour discussion
 on web-scale discovery services—will air online on October 8. On
 this episode, Marshall Breeding will lead an expert panel in a
 discussion on the topic of web-scale discovery services. You can preregister for this free
 60-minute event or visit the AL Live website at 2 p.m. Eastern time on October 8....


American Libraries, Sept. 24


Sponsored Content
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Banned Books Week celebrates YA books in 2015
Banned Books Week is the annual celebration of the freedom to read and will be
 observed in libraries, schools, bookstores, and other community settings across the
 nation and around the world.


Celebrate Banned Books Week by reading or listening to a banned book. See a list of
 some banned books available on audio from Recorded Books and check out these
 links on censorship.


Here are two additional resources:


Top 10 things to do with a banned text


2015 Banned Books Week to focus on YA lit


Senator Cory Booker to speak at Midwinter


US Senator Cory Booker (D-N.J.)—known for being innovative and
 widely recognized as the accessible and energetic new voice of
 politics—will join ALA President Sari Feldman as speaker during her
 President’s Program at the 2016 ALA Midwinter Meeting in Boston.
 This program, in partnership with the ALA Task Force on Equity,
 Diversity, and Inclusion, will take place on January 10....


Conference Services, Sept. 24


Kathryn K. Matthew confirmed as IMLS director


Kathryn K. Matthew’s nomination to be director of the Institute of
 Museum and Library Services was confirmed by the US Senate on
 September 22. The institute, an independent US government agency,
 is the primary source of federal support for the nation’s 123,000
 libraries and 35,000 museums. Matthew’s 30-year museum career
 includes roles in curation, collections, research, management,
 exhibits, and educational programs....
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Institute of Museum and Library Services, Sept. 23


 


 


Rare Bible given to LC during Pope Francis visit


The Library of Congress on September 24 received as
 a gift from Saint John’s Abbey and University in
 Collegeville, Minnesota, an Apostles Edition of the
 Saint John’s Bible, a work of art with more than 1,130
 pages and 160 illuminations that reflect life in the
 modern era, measuring 2 feet tall and 3 feet wide
 when open. It is the first handwritten and illuminated
 Bible commissioned by a monastery in more than 500 years. LC will place the edition on
 public exhibition beginning September 26....


Library of Congress, Sept. 24


Librarian to enter Banned Book Prison


At this year’s celebration of Banned Books Week,
 local Indianapolis artists will reimagine the covers of
 banned or threatened literature and display their work
 at the Kurt Vonnegut Memorial Library. Also,
 DePauw University Dean of Libraries Rick Provine
 will live 24/7 behind the library’s plate-glass window,
 in a “prison” of banned books. He will be blogging for
 American Libraries about his experience and his thoughts about banned books within
 society....


Kurt Vonnegut Memorial Library


 


 


Banned Books Week trading cards


Chapel Hill (N.C.) Public Library celebrates Banned
 Books Week as an opportunity to showcase the
 talents of local artists. The library puts out a call for
 artists to create works that are inspired by a banned
 or challenged book or author. A jury then selects
 seven to be printed as trading cards, with facts about
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  the book, author, and artist on the back of the card. Winners will be kept under wraps until
 Banned Books Week, when a new card will be revealed each day and given away at the
 library....


Chapel Hill (N.C.) Public Library, Sept. 23


Lauren Myracle: Parents, stop banning books


As free-speech campaigners prepare to celebrate the right to
 read during Banned Books Week, YA author Lauren Myracle
 has called on parents to “trust the teens they’re trying to
 protect.” For Myracle, whose TTYL series of YA books
 topped the ALA’s list of challenged titles in 2009, the strong
 reactions inspired by teen fiction are a testament to its
 richness and ambition. “Put book after book after book into a
 kid’s hands,” Myracle said. “Any book, any kid. That’s an act of love.”...


The Guardian (UK), Sept. 25


2015 Literarian Award


The National Book Foundation has awarded novelist and literary activist
 James Patterson its 2015 Literarian Award for Outstanding Service to
 the American Literary Community. Patterson will receive the award at
 the 66th National Book Awards Ceremony and Benefit Dinner on
 November 18 in New York City. The award honors individuals for a
 lifetime of achievement in expanding the audience for books and
 reading....


National Book Foundation, Sept. 24


Take courage


Barbara Fister writes: “I’m fascinated by the way fear is
 used to promote agendas, gain attention, or make us
 compliant when someone is trying to sell us
 something—a home security system, a medication or
 personal hygiene product, a public policy. Fear is
 almost always cited as a contributing factor to police
 shootings. Librarians need to take our commitment to intellectual freedom to heart and
 fight back when fear is used as a weapon against the right to inquire and explore.”...


Inside Higher Ed: Library Babel Fish, Sept. 24


Challenging ourselves to talk about race


Amita Lonial writes: “At Skokie (Ill.) Public Library, we
 created a six-week series called ‘Voices of Race’ in
 partnership with our area schools, nonprofits, and
 community leaders to examine the issues of race and
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 racism locally. We used a variety of mechanisms to
 get patrons of all ages engaged. I think the harder
 work for all of us, individually and institutionally, lies in turning inward. On an individual
 level it is difficult and painful to confront ways in which we may be contributing to
 inequality.”...


ILA Reporter 33, no. 5 (Oct.)


Storytime to Go at Lexington Public Library


The Lexington (Ky.) Public Library has produced an
 interactive ebook designed to help parents, daycare
 providers, and preschool teachers organize storytimes
 that will help get children ready to read. Storytime to Go:
 A Reading-Readiness Guide for Parents and Preschools
 takes readers through the basics of reading-readiness and the elements of a good
 storytime. It is available for free download in EPUB or PDF format....


Lexington (Ky.) Public Library


Best project management software of 2015


Jill Duffy writes: “Online project management platforms are
 collaborative, web-based, real-time systems that let team
 members and partners keep an eye on every detail. Basecamp
 was the best for many years, but more competitors have come
 onto the scene with excellent offerings, unique twists, and cutting-edge interfaces. While
 Basecamp is still a strong contender, it’s hardly the only one worth considering. Zoho
 Projects and Teamwork Projects are PCMag’s two current favorites.”...


PC Magazine, Sept. 24


Ebook sales slip, and print is far from dead


Alexandra Alter writes: “Five years ago, the book
 world was seized by collective panic over the
 uncertain future of print. In 2011, the industry’s
 fears were realized when Borders declared
 bankruptcy. But the digital apocalypse never arrived, or at least not on schedule. While
 analysts once predicted that ebooks would overtake print by 2015, digital sales have
 instead slowed sharply. Now, there are signs that some ebook adopters are returning to
 print, or becoming hybrid readers who juggle devices and paper.” But Nate Hoffelder
 points out that ebook publishers are raising prices to prop up print sales....


New York Times, Sept. 22; The Digital Reader, Sept. 24
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Libraries: 2015 is the best year ever for ebooks


Michael Kozlowski writes: “The e-reader and consumer
 ebook industry has hit the proverbial glass ceiling in terms
 of sales. One of the segments that has been consistently
 on the upward trend has been libraries. A recent report
 states that 95% of all US libraries have an ebook collection.
 That’s up from 89% in both 2013, when researchers
 thought that adoption had plateaued for good. One of the
 greatest success stories of 2015 has been the rise of
 Hoopla.”...


Good eReader, Sept. 24


AL Direct is a free electronic newsletter emailed every Tuesday and Friday to personal
 members of the American Library Association.


Send news and feedback: aldirect@ala.org


 Direct ad inquiries to: mstack@ala.org


 AL Direct FAQ: americanlibrariesmagazine.org/aldirect


 All links outside the ALA website are provided for informational purposes only. Questions about the
 content of any external site should be addressed to the administrator of that site.
 
AL Direct will not sell your email to outside parties, but your email may be shared with advertisers in this
 newsletter should you express interest in their products by clicking on their ads or content. If the
 advertisers choose to communicate with you by email, they are obligated to provide you with an
 opportunity to opt-out from future emails in compliance with the CAN-SPAM act of 2003. Read the ALA
 privacy policy.


American Libraries
50 E. Huron St.
Chicago, IL 60611
800-545-2433, ext. 4216


ISSN 1559-369X


 



http://goodereader.com/blog/e-book-news/libraries-report-2015-has-been-the-best-year-ever-for-e-books

http://goodereader.com/blog/e-book-news/libraries-report-2015-has-been-the-best-year-ever-for-e-books

http://goodereader.com/blog/electronic-readers/the-state-of-e-reader-industry-in-2015

http://www.ala.org/

mailto:aldirect@ala.org

mailto:mstack@ala.org?subject=AL Direct ad inquiry

http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/aldirect

http://www.ala.org/privacypolicy

http://www.ala.org/privacypolicy

http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/



		ala.org

		AL Direct, September 25, 2015








AL Direct, September 22, 2015


http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2015/september/092215-2.htm[11/19/2015 2:33:55 PM]


 


American Library Association • September 22, 2015
 


For daily ALA and library news, check the American Libraries website or subscribe to our
 RSS feed.


Highlights: Midwinter 2016


Every day, libraries transform lives, communities, and the
 work we do—and the ALA Midwinter Meeting and Exhibits
 bring together thousands of library professionals to
 engage, network, and deepen our understanding of what it
 means to be a part of a dynamic profession. Attendees at
 Midwinter engage in the face-to-face committee work that
 moves projects forward and builds on virtual collaboration,
 as well as quality conversations with exhibitors on a less
 crowded exhibit floor....


American Libraries feature, Sept./Oct.


Groups file Net Neutrality amicus brief


Larra Clark writes: “ALA, ACRL, the Association of
 Research Libraries, and the Chief Officers of State
 Library Agencies on September 21 argued in support of
 the FCC’s strong, enforceable rules to protect and
 preserve the open internet with an amicus filing (PDF
 file) with the US Court of Appeals for the District of
 Columbia Circuit. The groups focused on four key
 points to rebut petitioners in the case of US Telecom Association, et al., v. FCC and
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 United States of America.”...


District Dispatch, Sept. 21


 


 


Learn how to “weed smart”


Join PLA to learn how to make any weeding project a
 public relations dream. A “Weeding Smart” webinar will
 take place on October 2. Awful Library Books coauthors
 Holly Hibner and Mary Kelly will discuss communication,
 transparency, and timing. Learn how to get staff and
 patrons on board, be clear with your weeding plan, and
 set a pace that allows for careful decision making. The
 registration deadline is September 30....


 PLA, Sept. 21


Boston PL assesses rare books after mold outbreak


A significant mold outbreak has forced the Boston Public
 Library to close its Rare Books Department for up to 10
 weeks after staff found fuzzy white spores on a
 medieval manuscript and other prized items. The library
 routinely battles mold, but has never faced an outbreak
 “to this scale,” according to Laura Irmscher, the chief of
 collections strategy. The Copley Square library is in the
 midst of a major renovation, which could make it harder
 to control the environment....


Boston Globe, Sept. 18


 


 


Vermont State Law Library shuts out inmates


Vermont prison inmates who want to do legal research
 into their cases are finding themselves without the help of
 a state law librarian. A budget cut approved by
 lawmakers earlier in 2015 meant the departure of Paul
 Donovan (right) from the state law library in Montpelier.
 Donovan had a reputation in Vermont and around the
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 country as a go-to person for inmates with legal research
 questions. The Vermont Law School in South Royalton will provide some of the services
 the state library had offered....


Burlington (Vt.) Free Press, Sept. 21


One in five teens has suffered from online abuse


Jessica Elgot writes: “Cyberbullying is a worse
 problem among teenagers than drug abuse, according
 to almost half of all young people surveyed in a new
 study that finds one in five has experienced online
 abuse. In the global Vodafone survey of more than
 4,700 teenagers from across the world, a fifth of those who had experienced cyberbullying
 said it had made them consider suicide, and more than half said being taunted online was
 worse than being bullied in person.” Vodafone has announced a #BeStrong anti-
cyberbullying emoji initiative, using a suite of “support emojis” to raise awareness of the
 importance of conveying compassion, sympathy, and support when friends are being
 bullied online....


The Guardian (UK), Sept. 22; Vodafone, Sept. 22


 


 


Public libraries in Europe welcome refugees


Public libraries are welcoming refugees arriving into
 European countries with activities for both children
 and adults, as well as access to information and
 education. Libraries in Denmark have worked
 particularly hard to integrate resident refugees. The
 European Bureau of Library, Information, and
 Documentation Associations believes that libraries all over Europe should act as a
 platform for democratic and open-minded values, and be a safe place where social
 inclusiveness for all is a priority....


European Bureau of Library, Information, and Documentation Associations; Danmarks
 Biblioteksforening, Sept. 11


14 children’s books about refugees


Marsha Rakestraw writes: “The headlines are full of news about refugees.
 And while we adults struggle with what to do and how to help, many
 children and young adults are seeking understanding and wanting some
 answers. Talking with children about global issues can be challenging,
 but it’s necessary that we do so (in age-appropriate ways), so that they
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 can feel safe, educated, and empowered. Here are 14 books for children
 and young adults that can help start the conversation.”...


Humane Connection, Sept. 21; May 8, 2012


France to Google: Right to be forgotten must be global


Google’s informal appeal against a French order to apply
 the so-called “right to be forgotten” to all of its global
 internet services and domains, not just those in Europe,
 has been rejected. The president of the Commission
 Nationale de l’Informatique et des Libertés, France’s data
 protection authority, gave a number of reasons for the
 rejection, including the fact that European orders to delist information from search results
 could be easily circumvented if links were still available on Google’s other domains....


ArsTechnica, Sept. 21; Commission Nationale de l’Informatique et des Libertés, Sept. 21


Oyster shuts down


James LaRue writes: “I last wrote about Oyster, the
 ‘Netflix for ebooks,’ in January 2014. On September
 21, Oyster announced that it is shutting down. Most
 of its very savvy engineers are moving over to
 Google, where they will no doubt work on the
 Google Books store. Apparently Google did not buy them outright, but it is paying some
 amount of money to hire the team, hence the portmanteau ‘acq-hired.’”...


AL: E-Content, Sept. 22; Jan. 20, 2014; TechCrunch, Sept. 21; Re/Code, Sept. 21


Are people not reading the ebooks they purchase?


Michael Kozlowski writes: “Are people reading the
 ebooks they purchase from companies such as
 Amazon, Barnes and Noble, or Kobo? There is
 growing research data that is supporting the notion that
 people are not reading the digital titles they buy online
 and, for the most part, they are never even opened. At
 BookExpo America last April, Kobo dived deep into global reading behavior and analyzed
 the data.”...


Good eReader, Sept. 20


Solutions and Services: Libraries go to the movies
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Phil Morehart writes: “The Digitalia Film Library, a
 division of Spanish-language e-content provider Digitalia
 Publishing, allows libraries to bring the world of cinema
 to their patrons. India for Everyone was founded in 2005
 with a mission to make it easy for libraries to build
 collections of materials from India. The Criterion
 Collection from Alexander Street Press is one of the
 world’s most respected distributors of films spanning the
 history of cinema.”...


American Libraries column, Sept./Oct.


American Alliance of Museums webcast in October


The American Alliance of Museums will host a three-part
 webcast series on October 7, 14, and 28 that will discuss
 inclusive practices at cultural institutions. Advocates and
 experts will explore issues of accessibility and inclusion from
 the perspective of visitors, staff, and facility or program users in museums, libraries,
 archives, and other cultural institutions. All AAM live webinars feature text chat, audience
 interactivity, closed captioning, and access to presentation handouts and other
 resources....


American Alliance of Museums
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American Library Association • September 18, 2015
 


For daily ALA and library news, check the American Libraries website or subscribe to our
 RSS feed.


Libraries Transform campaign to launch October 29


On October 29, ALA’s new public awareness
 campaign, Libraries Transform, will launch in
 Washington, D.C., and in communities and libraries
 around the country. Its purpose is to increase public
 awareness of the ways that libraries of all types
 transform people’s lives and our communities, shift
 perception of the library from obsolete to essential, and energize library professionals and
 advocates to influence local, state, and national decision-makers. Watch the video
 (0:44)....


ALA President Sari Feldman, Sept. 17


On My Mind: Improving retention


Irene Ke, Kristine Greive, and Porcia Vaughn (right)
 write: “Academic librarians are well positioned to
 play an important role in retaining underrepresented
 and nontraditional students at our institutions. The
 University of Houston has more than 40,000
 students from 137 nations. But with our six-year graduation rate currently at 48.1% and
 four-year graduation rate at 22.7%, we need more ways to help students. That’s where
 our library stepped in.”...
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American Libraries column, Sept./Oct.


Sponsored Content


Banned Books Week celebrates YA books in 2015
Banned Books Week is the annual celebration of the freedom to read and will be
 observed in libraries, schools, bookstores, and other community settings across the
 nation and around the world.


Celebrate Banned Books Week by reading or listening to a banned book. See a list of
 some banned books available on audio from Recorded Books and check out these
 links on censorship.


Here are two additional resources:


Top 10 things to do with a banned text


2015 Banned Books Week to focus on YA lit


Makerspaces in university libraries


Bailey Brewer writes: “Makerspaces, which have
 grown wildly popular in public libraries and now are
 appearing in academic spaces, give students
 affordable access to expensive tools such as laser
 cutters, sewing machines, and virtual reality
 technologies. Workshops are often offered to teach
 users a new craft or how to use a piece of machinery. In recent years the spaces have
 begun to appeal to larger audiences; at colleges, this means students coming from many
 fields of study.”...


American Libraries trend, Sept./Oct.


Librarians as immigration lawyers
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Terra Dankowski writes: “As many Americans reflect
 on the rights and responsibilities of citizenship on this
 Citizenship Day and Constitution Day, September 17,
 American Libraries takes a look at the role public
 libraries have had in the lives of immigrants seeking
 information, referrals, or a pathway to citizenship. A
 few libraries are going beyond the scope of traditional services, taking advantage of a
 unique provision under federal law that allows people who aren’t attorneys to administer
 legal services to immigrants.”...


AL: The Scoop, Sept. 17


 


 


Driver’s license kiosks expand to Iowa libraries


Alison Marcotte writes: “Some Iowa patrons who are
 visiting their local libraries can now come home not only
 with books and DVDs but also a renewed or replaced
 driver’s license or ID card. After a successful two-year
 pilot project to make driver’s license renewals easier for
 state residents via public kiosks, the Iowa Department of
 Transportation began implementing similar kiosks in 11
 libraries in late May.”...


American Libraries trend, Sept./Oct.


Meet the librarians of the Calais jungle


Emily Rhodes writes: “Sikander and I are sitting at a
 small table in a small shed. The shed is filled floor-to-
ceiling with books: chick lit, thrillers, and a neat set of
 Agatha Christies line the shelves, alongside a large
 atlas, a few dictionaries and grammars, and the thin
 green spines of children’s learning-to-read books. We
 are in Jungle Books, a library that British volunteer
 Mary Jones set up a few weeks ago in the migrant camp near Calais, France, known as
 ‘The Jungle.’”...


The Spectator (UK), Sept. 19; VersoBooks blog, Aug. 27
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Call for Ezra Jack Keats Mini-Grant proposals


The Ezra Jack Keats Foundation, which fosters
 children’s love of reading and creative expression,
 celebrates the 28th year of its Mini-Grant program—
and Keats’s 100th birthday—with a call for proposals
 that reflect the work and vision of the program’s
 namesake. Approximately 60 grants of up to $500
 each will be awarded to qualifying teachers and
 librarians at public schools and libraries across the country. The deadline for submissions
 is March 31, 2016....


Ezra Jack Keats Foundation, Sept. 15


Worrying about post-PhD life


Abigail Phillips writes: “At the moment, I’m in the final
 months of working on my dissertation. This means writing
 and crying and writing. When I entered the PhD program,
 I had the lofty goal of becoming LIS faculty. Now, I’m
 uncertain. Indeed, I’m wondering how or even if I can go
 back to public libraries. What do PhD holders offer public
 and academic libraries? How do we apply to librarian
 positions?”...


Letters to a Young Librarian, Sept. 17


Who is YA literature for?


Molly Wetta writes: “I’ve noticed a trend: There is
 more mature content in some YA books. Many books
 are being labeled with a 14 (or even 15 or 16) and up
 target audience, instead of 12 and up, the entire span
 of the traditional age designation of young adult
 literature. I sometimes worry that with the growing popularity of YA fiction for adult
 audiences, there will be a push to market YA to adult readers and the category will cater
 to them. YA literature should first and foremost be for teens.”...


YALSA The Hub, Sept. 18


Librarians and faculty: Failure to communicate


Dian Schaffhauser writes: “Faculty and librarians
 don’t see eye to eye. While nearly every single
 academic librarian (98%) thinks there needs to be
 better communication between the library and
 faculty, only 45% of faculty think the same. They even disagree on whether or not they
 work together to coordinate course reserves. While 57% of faculty say they do, 69% of
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 librarians say they don’t. The only place they appear to agree with each other is on the
 preferred mode of communication—email.”...


Campus Technology, Sept. 15


It’s International Read an Ebook Day


September 18 is International Read an Ebook Day, an
 annual celebration sponsored by OverDrive to raise
 awareness for digital reading. As with most other aspects
 of our lives, the ways in which we read books have
 undergone radical changes in the past few years.
 International Read an Ebook Day honors this digital shift
 in partnership with libraries across the world....


Digital Book World, Sept. 16


Ebooks earn more money at lower prices


Brady Dale writes: “With ebooks rising and print’s share
 declining, there’s a fierce debate about what ebooks
 should cost. The publishers recently won the right to
 raise their prices on Amazon at will, but signs suggest it’s
 not paying off. At least, if you measure the payoff in
 dollars. Evidence suggests higher prices may not be the
 best way to make more money in the digital literature market, but publishers may have
 other reasons for jacking up costs.”...


New York Observer, Sept. 14


How to set up your car for audiobooks


Paul St. John Mackintosh writes: “The sophistication,
 variety, and integration of in-car entertainment and
 operating systems is ever-growing. For eager
 consumers of audiobooks, in-car book listening will arise
 as an almost natural choice at some time. But how to do
 it safely? And is it safe in the first place? Overall guides on safe setup of Android and
 Apple systems for in-car use are widely available. When it comes to the specifics of
 audiobooks, Audible is the audiobook app of choice across all platforms.”...


TeleRead, Sept. 18; CNET, Dec. 25, 2014; Macworld, Nov. 11, 2014


Shelfie for your bookshelf


John Biggs writes: “If you’re like me, you have a lot of
 Mad Magazine books from the 1970s, a classic copy
 of Oui from 1979, and three Hungarian cookbooks. In
 other words, you’re a well-read individual. But how do
 you get those books onto your reading device?
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 Shelfie, that’s how. Created by Peter Hudson and
 Marius Muja, Shelfie allows you to take a picture of your bookshelf and return a list of
 discounted or free ebooks for download.”...


TechCrunch, Sept. 18
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American Library Association • September 8, 2015
 


For daily ALA and library news, check the American Libraries website or subscribe to our
 RSS feed.


ALA’s Facebook account was hacked, and then...


Tina Coleman and Jenny Levine write: “Cataloging
 classes everywhere have a new final exam for
 students—cataloging spam posts on a hacked
 Facebook page. For almost 31 hours over Labor Day
 weekend, ALA’s Facebook page was controlled by a
 hacker who posted decidedly un-library-like content
 and removed all ALA admins. While ALA’s Social Media Team scrambled to find a way to
 regain access to the page, new spam posts were going up every 20 minutes like
 clockwork.” If you missed it, you can watch the Lego version of #alahackgate2015....


AL: The Scoop, Sept. 8; TechCrunch, Sept. 7; ALA Tumblr, Sept. 8


Open access publishing


Marcus Banks writes: “In the past 13 years, open
 access publishing—in which academic journal content
 is free for anyone to read online—has moved from a
 fringe populist movement into the mainstream.
 Immediate open access could someday become the
 default publishing model for articles in the biosciences,
 and perhaps for the humanities and social sciences as well. The subscription-based
 scholarly publishing system that matured prior to the internet appears unlikely to sustain
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 itself indefinitely.”...


American Libraries feature, Sept./Oct.


 


 


Spinning The Yarn


Allison Marcotte writes: “The process of turning a
 story idea into a freshly bound book can seem
 mysterious to many, but friends Colby Sharp and
 Travis Jonker have untangled the process with their
 new podcast The Yarn. In its first season, which debuted in its entirety in mid-August
 2015, grade school teacher Sharp and school librarian Jonker flew to New York from
 Michigan to talk to the people behind Jennifer and Matthew Holm’s recently released
 Scholastic graphic novel, Sunny Side Up. AL spoke with Sharp and Jonker to learn more
 about their creative process.”...


 AL: The Scoop, Sept. 28


LC’s computer woes disrupt NLS


The computer failures at the Library of Congress that
 have crippled the US Copyright Office since last week
 also have shut down the electronic services of the
 National Library Service for the Blind and Physically
 Handicapped (NLS). That office’s Braille and Audio
 Reading Download, or BARD service, has not worked since September 1, preventing
 thousands of visually impaired readers across the country from accessing materials.
 Managers of the regional and state offices say customers are calling for help because
 they are unable to download audio and braille files....


Washington Post, Sept. 4


 


 


Future of Lincoln Papers project uncertain


Illinois Gov. Bruce Rauner is reportedly shutting down the
 Papers of Abraham Lincoln Project, which aims to digitize
 every piece of paper that touched the hands of the Great
 Emancipator. A spokesman for the Illinois Historic
 Preservation Agency that administers the program denied
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 that the papers project has been shut down and said that
 money remains available. However, the future of a dozen
 University of Illinois Springfield employees who assisted
 the state with the program isn’t clear....


Springfield Illinois Times, Sept. 4; Lincoln (Ill.) Courier, Sept. 4


Chicago’s Chinatown branch breaks the mold


Blair Kamin writes: “After years of building cookie-cutter
 libraries that failed to live up to Chicago’s reputation as
 the first city of American architecture, the city has finally
 broken the mold with an elegant new branch in
 Chinatown. This rounded triangle of steel and glass, its
 exterior lined with bronze-colored aluminum fins, is
 everything its banal, prototype predecessors are not: tailored to its physical surroundings
 and cultural context; a vessel for stirring spaces and abundant natural light; functional and
 efficient but also inspiring.”...


Chicago Tribune, Sept. 7


The historical and genealogical society of the future


Heather Collins writes: “I find myself asking what the
 historical and genealogical societies of tomorrow will
 look like. This question is largely inspired by my
 interactions with many different genealogical and
 historical societies over the past few months. I’ve had
 experiences both good and bad—both of which
 indicate where these societies will strive and struggle to find their place in the future. If a
 genealogical society is still spending money on sending paper newsletters through the
 mail, it is trapped in 1998.”...


Young & Savvy Genealogists, Sept. 1


Bowdoin acquires collection of cookery books


In the Esta Kramer Collection of American Cookery—
Bowdoin College library’s new collection of more than
 700 American cookery books—you can find recipes for
 federal pancakes, squash pie, flummery (fermented
 pudding), calf’s head pie, and stewed oysters. You can
 read about how to smoke a herring over a campfire or
 how to remove freckles. Along with recipes, many of the
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 books offer household advice for “young, inexperienced housewives” or frugal
 housewives, bachelors, or servants. Others are geared toward professional chefs,
 hunters, and children. The collection includes titles dating from the 1770s to the 1960s....


Bowdoin News, Sept. 1


The Harris County iKnow digital library card


With the iKnow digital library card, residents of Harris
 County, Texas, essentially will have an on-demand
 library on their electronic devices. The program, which
 started September 1, already had more than 300
 people enroll in the service, including about 10
 children. While it doesn’t offer all of the amenities of a
 full-service library card (digital users can’t check out hard copies of books), the intent is to
 reach people who may not interact with libraries at all....


Houston Chronicle, Sept. 4


Joint Statement on Literacy and Reading


On September 8, International Literacy Day, the
 International Federation of Library Associations
 and Institutions, together with the International
 Publishers Association, the International Authors
 Forum, and the Reading and Writing Foundation, has issued a joint statement on literacy
 and reading (PDF file). The statement calls on the United Nations member states to
 support the UN Sustainable Development Goals by implementing coherent and
 appropriately resourced national comprehensive literacy strategies....


International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions, Sept. 8


Introducing the Archive Corps


Rose Eveleth writes: “Jason Scott has something of a
 reputation. He’s a historian who works for the Internet
 Archive, and he’s known in some circles as the guy who
 can save bits of history right before they disappear. So
 when he found out that a small store in Maryland that sold
 manuals for machinery was going out of business, and was
 going to get rid of its collection of nearly 200,000 obscure
 booklets in just a few days, Scott got to work.”...


The Atlantic, Sept. 1


Windows 10 is great, except for parts that are terrible


Chris Hoffman writes: “Windows 10 is a great upgrade.
 Microsoft paid a lot of attention to the feedback they
 ignored while developing Windows 8, and it shows.
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 Unfortunately, some parts of Windows 10 are
 inexplicably bad and hostile to users. While Windows
 10 as a whole shows Microsoft listening to feedback,
 parts of it show the same old Microsoft that dug its feet in and announced products like the
 original Xbox One and Windows 8 without appearing to care about many users.”...


How-To Geek, Sept. 7
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American Library Association • September 4, 2015
 


For daily ALA and library news, check the American Libraries website or subscribe to our
 RSS feed.


2015 ALA award winners


ALA recognizes the achievements of more than 200
 individuals and institutions each year with a variety of
 awards. This year’s award winners, chosen by juries of
 their colleagues and peers, are distinguished for their
 leadership and vision, as well as their continued
 commitment to diversity, equality, and intellectual freedom. This selection represents only
 a portion of those honored in 2015; see more award winners online....


American Libraries feature, Sept./Oct.


President’s Message: Library card spokesdog


ALA President Sari Feldman writes: “Are libraries going to the
 dogs? We need to consistently demonstrate the ways in which
 libraries are essential, innovative, and—dare we say?—cool. So
 we were thrilled to welcome Snoopy, the absolute coolest
 customer, as the 2015 National Library Card Sign-Up Month
 spokesdog. Snoopy has inspired all of us at Cuyahoga County
 (Ohio) Public Library to expand Library Card Sign-Up Month into
 a dogtastic extravaganza.”...


AL column, Sept./Oct.
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Sponsored Content


Banned Books Week celebrates YA books in 2015
Banned Books Week is the annual celebration of the freedom to read and will be
 observed in libraries, schools, bookstores, and other community settings across the
 nation and around the world.


Celebrate Banned Books Week by reading or listening to a banned book. See a list of
 some banned books available on audio from Recorded Books and check out these
 links on censorship.


Here are two additional resources:


Top 10 things to do with a banned text


2015 Banned Books Week to focus on YA lit


Library groups keep up the fight for net neutrality


Larra Clark and Kevin Maher write: “Library groups are again
 stepping to the front lines in the battle to preserve an open
 internet. ALA, ACRL, the Association for Research Libraries,
 and the Chief Officers of State Library Agencies have
 requested the right to file an amicus brief supporting the
 respondent in the case of United States Telecom
 Association v. Federal Communications Commission and United States of America. The
 brief would be filed in the US Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit.”...


District Dispatch, Sept. 4; Associations Now, Sept. 2


ALA, FTRF join amicus brief on NSA surveillance


The Freedom to Read Foundation and ALA on September
 3 joined with booksellers and libraries to file an amicus
 brief defending their ability and the ability of similar
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 organizations to challenge on behalf of their users
 government actions that burden readers’ First Amendment rights. The amicus brief was
 filed in support of the plaintiffs in Wikimedia Foundation v. National Security Agency. The
 lawsuit challenges the National Security Agency’s “upstream” surveillance program....


OIF Blog, Sept. 4; ACLU, Aug. 10


Travel to the Havana Book Fair


Vamos a Cuba! Join ALA on a tour of Cuba during the 25th
 International Havana Book Fair, February 16–23, 2016, The
 festival consists of book vendors, poetry readings,
 children’s activities, art exhibitions, and concerts in the
 evenings. Authentic Cuba Travel is able to offer US
 librarians this eight-day study tour to Cuba because of a
 rare political opening in US policy. To sign up, create an
 account at the reservation website. The registration deadline is September 15....


ALA International Relations Office


Copyright Office’s online registration is offline


The US Copyright Office’s electronic registration system has been
 down since August 28, costing the office an estimated $650,000 in
 lost fees and causing headaches for approximately 12,000
 customers. The outage is part of a bigger computer failure at the
 Library of Congress, where scheduled maintenance on the
 library’s James Madison Building resulted in buildingwide power
 outages. The library’s information technology office is trying to
 restore the systems, but officials can’t say when service will
 return....


Washington Post, Sept. 3


Dallas Public Library to sell part of its record collection


Jeff Gage writes: “When Heather Lowe came to Dallas to
 work at the J. Erik Jonsson Central Library, she realized
 she was sitting on a gold mine. While the Dallas Public
 Library system had taken on a series of budget cuts over
 the years, one thing had remained intact: an enormous
 collection of vinyl records. The only problem? Few
 people know it exists. So Lowe decided to try and change that. On September 17, the
 library is throwing a combination party and record sale, dubbed the 33 1/3 party, to help
 spread the word about its unique record collection.”...


Dallas Observer, Sept. 4
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2014 National Humanities Medals


The White House on September 3 announced the distinguished
 recipients of the 2014 National Humanities Medal. The awardees
 include historians, writers, a philosopher, scholar, preservationist,
 food activist, and an education course. President Barack Obama will
 confer the medal in a September 10 ceremony in the East Room.
 The medal honors an individual or organization whose work has
 deepened the nation’s understanding of the human experience,
 broadened citizens’ engagement with history and literature, or helped preserve and
 expand Americans’ access to cultural resources....


National Endowment for the Humanities, Sept. 3


Public libraries in a jobless society


Barbara Alvarez writes: “Can you imagine a world without work?
 While economists have theorized about the end of work for
 decades, sociologists and researchers believe that we may be
 moving toward a society where 30%-50% of the workforce is no
 longer traditionally employed thanks to technology and
 automation. In the July 2015 issue of The Atlantic, Derek
 Thompson’s article, ‘A World Without Work,’ investigates what
 the future will be like without a traditional workforce. He brings up aspects that will have a
 profound impact on the future of public libraries.”...


Public Libraries Online, Sept. 1; The Atlantic, July/Aug.


Using Twitter in academic libraries


Katy Kelly and Hector Escobar write: “In this article we
 discuss how students communicate with the University
 of Dayton Libraries on Twitter, and how we used
 conversations to improve library spaces, technology,
 and services. We will explain the process of tracking
 and responding to student tweets, as well as the pros
 and cons of such an endeavor. Lastly, we will share our use of Application Programming
 Interface generators and provide examples from institutions using this technology to
 communicate with students.”...


College and Research Libraries News 76, no. 8 (Sept.): 433–436


Choosing the best smartphone plan


Brian X. Chen writes: “When you shop for a wireless
 phone plan today, chances are that the carrier’s
 marketing contains the word ‘simple.’ But when you
 browse the numerous options and fees, you’ll find they
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 are anything but. Instead, we may be hitting peak
 complexity with phone plans. So we worked to boil
 down which plans are worth paying attention to, especially as consumers may be
 shopping for new phones and carrier plans after Apple unveils new iPhones on September
 9. The main takeaway: In terms of price and network quality, AT&T has the best deals
 right now for both individual subscribers and families.”...


New York Times, Sept. 2


Women in comics, back to school edition


Carli Spina writes: “Sad as it may be for some, summer has come to a
 close and the new school year is upon us. In honor of this time of the
 year, here is a list of great comics by women that focus on back to
 school, whether this means starting college, transitioning to middle
 school, or starting over at a new institution. The books range from
 realistic to fantastic, but they all capture the emotions of the start of a
 new school year.”...


YALSA The Hub, Sept. 4
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