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American Library Association • June 2, 2015
 


For daily ALA and library news, check the American Libraries website or subscribe to our
RSS feed.


Patriot Act provisions expire; Freedom Act amendments
debated


Key provisions of the USA Patriot Act expired at the
end of May 31, including Section 215, the “library
records” provision. Sen. Rand Paul (R-Ky.) blocked a
proposed extension of it during an at times caustic
Senate session. ALA President Courtney Young
released a statement applauding the expiration of the
act’s controversial Section 215. The Senate adjourned June 1 with the stage set for votes
on at least three “hostile” amendments to the USA Freedom Act filed by Sen. Mitch
McConnell (R-Ky.). As explained in a letter (PDF file) by Washington Office Executive
Director Emily Sheketoff that was delivered to all senators ahead of votes on June 2,
passage of any one such amendment would water down the USA Freedom Act so
seriously as to cause ALA to reverse course and oppose the bill. However, senators
overcame Paul’s objections on June 2 and seemed headed for passage of the act with
some amendments that could stall its passage in the House....


Los Angeles Times, June 2; New York Times, June 1; AL: The Scoop, June 1; District
Dispatch, June 1


Digital Library 2.0: Continued expansion of the universe


Tim McCall writes: “Calm has settled over the digital
library lending landscape. What a difference from a
few years ago, when the prevailing view was that of a
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broken system needing some serious attention. Now
we find ourselves in a new quiet, with questions about
what might come next. One thing is certain: There is no status quo in digital content
distribution.”...


American Libraries feature


 


 


Barbara Gittings and the beginnings of Gay Pride


June 1 marks the beginning of Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, and Transgender Pride Month, celebrated
since 1995 in commemoration of the June 1969
Stonewall riots in Manhattan—a turning point in the
struggle for gay rights. Four years before Stonewall,
seven women and 33 men picketed in front of
Philadelphia’s Independence Hall, demanding equality for gays and lesbians. One of
them was Barbara Gittings (1932–2007), who was the coordinator of the ALA Gay Task
Force—the first gay caucus in any professional organization....


Philly.com, May 31


Getting around San Francisco


Sarah Stone writes: “Only a few weeks remain before
the ALA Annual Conference draws thousands of
librarians to San Francisco. San Francisco boasts a
thriving literary scene, many exciting things to eat and
do, and of course numerous programs at ALA for
learning, growing, and connecting. But how will you
get to and fro? Check out these currently available
options.”...


ALSC Blog, Mar. 4, 27, May 30
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Celebrate Library Card Sign-up Month with Snoopy


This September, Snoopy, the world-famous beagle,
will add a new title to his résumé as honorary chair of
Library Card Sign-up Month. As honorary chair,
Snoopy will remind parents, caregivers, children, and
teens that the coolest card of all is a library card. Peanuts Worldwide Entertainment has
donated Snoopy’s image to print and digital public service announcements for ALA to
place in magazines and on websites....


ALA Public Information Office, June 1


Let kids choose their own summer reading books


Erin Kelly writes: “Stemming the summer slide isn’t
impossible. Students who read just four to six books
over the summer can maintain their skills. Schools
have tried to enforce this with a summer reading list,
where students are assigned several books that they
must write a report about. I wondered if there was a
way to make this program more effective, so in 2013, I asked the teachers to let the kids
choose the books they read over the summer.”...


Washington Post, May 27


A conversation with NYPL’s Anthony Marx


This excerpt comes from Forbes/Wolfe Emerging
Tech Report ’s recent full-length interview with
Anthony W. Marx, president and CEO of the New
York Public Library. Marx shares with us some of the
unique opportunities and challenges of navigating one
of the world’s largest library systems into the
Information Age....


Forbes, June 1


The Athenaeum of Philadelphia scans rare documents


Emma Jacobs writes: “Some impressive documents
have lain on the bed of the Cruse SC 220 ST Fine Art
Scanner in a back room of the Athenaeum of
Philadelphia: copies of the Declaration of
Independence, the Treaty of Paris, the text of the
Emancipation Proclamation signed by President
Abraham Lincoln, and the witness book from his
assassination. The library found that its scanner could eventually pay to sustain its own
digitization program in the long term by performing work for other clients.”...


Technical.ly, June 1


 



http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2015/06/celebrate-library-card-sign-month-snoopy

http://www.ala.org/librarycardsignup

http://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2015/05/27/why-we-should-let-kids-choose-their-own-summer-reading-books/

http://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2015/05/27/why-we-should-let-kids-choose-their-own-summer-reading-books/

http://www.forbes.com/sites/joshwolfe/2015/06/01/the-21st-century-library-a-conversation-with-nypls-anthony-marx/

http://www.forbes.com/sites/joshwolfe/2015/06/01/the-21st-century-library-a-conversation-with-nypls-anthony-marx/

http://www.forbes.com/newsletters/forbes-wolfe-emerging-tech-report/

http://www.forbes.com/newsletters/forbes-wolfe-emerging-tech-report/

http://technical.ly/philly/2015/06/01/philadelphia-athenaeum-scanner/

http://www.crusescanner.us/products/museum-scanner/

http://www.crusescanner.us/products/museum-scanner/





AL Direct, June 2, 2015


http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2015/june/060215-2.htm[6/25/2015 9:40:56 AM]


If the Library of Congress pins...


Joyce Valenza writes: “If the largest library in the
world, with millions of books, photographs, maps, and
manuscripts uses Pinterest effectively, it makes a
pretty serious case for a new type of curation for
libraries, learning, and learners. The white gloves are
off. The Library of Congress is a pretty serious pinner,
It’s an example of how social media can open collections to new audiences, how sharing
makes a difference, and of how libraries and museums now meet audiences where they
live and play.”...


NeverEndingSearch, June 1


10 secrets for social media managers


Katerina Petropoulou writes: “Social media
management can be a full-time job, but it can become
even more of a challenge if managing your library’s
social media presence is only part of your daily tasks.
So where to begin? Take a big breath and master
these 10 secrets that will help you save a ton of
time.”...


The Next Web News, June 1


Call for International Leads editor


Do you want to play a significant role in promoting
international librarianship and the activities of the
ALA International Relations Round Table? You can
do so by volunteering to serve a two-year term as the
editor of IRRT’s official publication International Leads. The volunteer editor is
responsible for the newsletter, in conjunction with the IRRT Publications Committee and
the IRRT Executive Board. Applications are due by June 5....


ALA International Relations Office


Preventing librarian burnout


Jessica Olin writes: “Months back I read an interesting
piece on Inside Higher Ed: ‘Can I Do the Same Thing
Over and Over Again?’ by John Warner. I admit that I
flirt with librarian burnout from time to time, but have
learned to recognize the signs of impending doom
and have (mostly) managed to avoid it. But I know
lots of people who can’t avoid it, or don’t know what to
do when they see a pit opening up beneath them. Here are a few things I do regularly to
avoid burnout.”...
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Letters to a Young Librarian, June 2; Inside Higher Ed, Nov. 23, 2014
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American Library Association • June 19, 2015
 


For daily ALA and library news, check the American Libraries website or subscribe to our
RSS feed.


Library community mourns loss of Cynthia Hurd


In the aftermath of the June 17 mass shooting at the Emanuel
African Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston, South Carolina,
ALA is saddened to learn that public librarian Cynthia Hurd (right)
was among the fatally injured. Hurd’s commitment to librarianship
was apparent during her more than three decades with the
Charleston County (S.C.) Public Library. ALA President Courtney
Young said that ALA would like to express “its deepest condolences
to Cynthia’s family, as well as the many families impacted by this
very senseless and tragic act of violence.” Hurd’s younger brother, Malcolm Graham, a
former North Carolina senator, said his sister was “a mother figure and a confidante.”...


ALA Media Relations, June 18; Charleston (S.C.) Post and Courier, June 18; Charlotte
(N.C.) Observer, June 18


Empowering libraries to innovate


Larra Clark writes: “In fall 2014, the Knight Foundation
asked: ‘How might we leverage libraries as a platform to
build more knowledgeable communities?’ With nearly $3
million available, the challenge ultimately funded 22
projects—several of which intersect with improving
access to digital content and platforms,” including
GITenberg and the Journalism Digital News Archive....


American Libraries feature, June 18
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Forty years of interns at UNC–Chapel Hill


Bailey Brewer writes: “Selden Lamoureux was eager
to practice librarianship when she began as a
master’s student in the School of Information and
Library Science at the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill. Lucky for her, there was a library—the
Environmental Protection Agency Research Triangle Park Library—that would offer
Lamoureux an internship with that real-world experience she was craving.”...


American Libraries feature, June 19


ALA supports Digital Learning Equity Act


Senators Angus King (I-Maine) and Shelley Capito (R-
W.Va.) took an important step toward closing the digital
divide among our nation’s K–12 students. ALA President
Courtney Young offered a statement in support of the
“Digital Learning Equity Act of 2015,” introduced June 18,
saying that “Libraries make strong partners and are
committed to providing equitable access to digital opportunity.”...


Office for Information Technology Policy, June 18


 


 


ALA’s railway odyssey of 1891


Daniel Ransom writes: “In 1891, when San Francisco
played host to ALA’s first-ever West Coast
conference, the story of the members’ arrival was
extraordinary. ALA commissioned a private steam
train to transport over half of the conference
attendees on a five-week, round-trip, transcontinental
train ride. It was an amazing odyssey that would crescendo in a tumultuous scene on the
return ride home: an impromptu but official conference session aboard the moving train,
with ALA President Samuel Swett Green wielding a Native American warclub in lieu of a
gavel.”....



http://www.kingsley.com/

http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2015/06/19/forty-years-of-interns-unc-chapel-hill/

http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2015/06/american-library-association-statement-support-digital-learning-equity-act

http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2015/06/american-library-association-statement-support-digital-learning-equity-act

http://solutions.3m.com/wps/portal/3M/en_US/library-systems-NA/library-technologies/?WT.mc_id=AmLib_Bnr_06

http://thepinakes.com/2015/06/one-locomotive-four-cars-ala%E2%80%99s-railway-odyssey-of-1891/





AL Direct, June 19, 2015


http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2015/june/061915-2.htm[6/25/2015 9:43:15 AM]


 


The Pinakes, June 16


Hiring: The first Librarian of Congress for the Internet Age


Robinson Meyer writes: “In a month or six, the United
States will get its first new Librarian of Congress in
nearly three decades. This will be the first time a new
Librarian has been appointed since the invention of the
web. And the new Librarian could hold a potentially
transformative role: This could be the first Librarian,
many experts say, to truly embrace the internet as core to the Library’s mission.” Daniel
Schuman agrees, saying that “the next librarian must be a capable manager with a vision
for the library and a strong orientation towards using and adapting to new technologies.”...


The Atlantic, June 19; The Medium, June 17


 


 


Toronto librarian: High ebook prices unsustainable


Toronto Public Library is crying foul over “unreasonably high”
ebook prices that it says limit its titles as demand soars for virtual
reading. The organization’s top executive, Vickery Bowles (right),
said publishers charge vastly different prices to libraries than
average consumers, and the ebooks come with many usage
restrictions. She called the prices and conditions “unsustainable,”
saying some publishers charge libraries $85 for an ebook, while
the average consumer gets the same title for only $15.99.
Canadian library organizations have banded together to launch a
website, Fair Ebook Prices, that brings public attention to the issue....


Toronto Star, June 18; AL: E-Content, June 18


Student and instructor perceptions of librarians, research


Jennifer Albers-Smith writes: “In spring 2015, Cengage
Learning issued its Engagement Insights survey to
some 3,000 students and 700 professors, gathering
feedback on different topics, including how both
audiences valued the library and how they often they
took advantage of its resources. Overall, the survey
revealed that students seem to value the library more
than instructors. Statistics from the survey are included on this handy infographic.”...


The Gale Blog, June 16
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Youth Matters: Audiobooks can help offset summer slide


Jennifer Burek Pierce writes: “The transformation of
enthusiasm into expertise on the ways that
audiobooks cultivate young people’s literacy skills is
of keen interest to Sharon Grover. Grover, head of
youth services at Hedberg Public Library in
Janesville, Wisconsin, says audiobooks can help
children and teens build and sustain vocabulary. She notes that this is especially
important during summer vacation.”...


American Libraries column, June


Let’s hear it for the dads in YA books


Sharon Rawlins writes: “I know it’s very common for parents, especially
fathers, to be absent or portrayed negatively in YA books. Not every
father is Atticus Finch, but there are more dads in teen books that are
loving and supportive than you might think. Since Sunday is Father’s
Day, I wanted to celebrate some admirable dads found in YA books. For
example, Angela Johnson’s The First Part Last is the book I immediately
think of when I think of fathers in YA books. It’s not just that it’s about a
teen father, but it’s also because it’s written from the father’s point of
view instead of the mother’s.”...


YALSA The Hub, June 19


The 10 best scanners of 2015


Tony Hoffman writes: “Finding the right scanner can be a
challenge. Most can scan just about anything, but they
come in a variety of types and sizes that are fine-tuned
for different purposes. At the end of this article we will list
some of our favorite scanners, which represent a wide
range of scanner types as well as manufacturers. Before
you get there, we’ll explore the different kinds of scanners and their features. Here are
the key questions to ask to help make sure you pick the right scanner for your needs.”...


PC Magazine, June 16


Found: The greatest pie fight in film history


Steve Zalusky writes: “Comedy and custard have been
constant companions since the first pie was tossed in
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cinema’s toddler years. One of the greatest of these
films boasted that it was The Battle of the Century. This
1927 comedy short produced by Hal Roach and
starring Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy helped launch the
team to national prominence. The film’s long-missing
second reel was revealed at the ‘Mostly Lost’ preservation event, held June 11–13 at
LC’s National Audio Visual Conservation Center in Culpeper, Virginia.”...


I Love Libraries, June 18; YouTube, Oct. 7, 2010


Trending on Tumblr: I work at a public library


Will Haskell writes: “The page I Work at a Public Library
is drawing tons of Tumblr users to ogle the often
hilarious anecdotes submitted by public librarians. Gina
Sheridan created the site in 2008 after she began
working as a public librarian in California. Her site was
trending on Tumblr earlier in June even though it is
seven years old. Take a look through the 54 curated
pages of stories and you’ll find everything from photos of
ripped library books to some pretty bizarre search requests.”...


Business Insider, June 17


AL Direct is a free electronic newsletter emailed every Tuesday and Friday to personal
members of the American Library Association.


Send news and feedback: aldirect@ala.org


Direct ad inquiries to: mstack@ala.org


AL Direct FAQ: americanlibrariesmagazine.org/aldirect


All links outside the ALA website are provided for informational purposes only. Questions about the
content of any external site should be addressed to the administrator of that site.
 


American Libraries
50 E. Huron St.
Chicago, IL 60611
800-545-2433, ext. 4216


ISSN 1559-369X


 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XDgnqfepRfI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XDgnqfepRfI

http://culpepertheatre.org/mostly-lost/

http://www.businessinsider.com/librarians-post-work-stories-on-tumblr-2015-6

http://iworkatapubliclibrary.com/

http://www.ala.org/

mailto:aldirect@ala.org

mailto:mstack@ala.org?subject=AL%20Direct%20ad%20inquiry

http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/aldirect

http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/



		ala.org

		AL Direct, June 19, 2015








AL Direct, June 5, 2015


http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2015/june/060515-2.htm[6/25/2015 9:41:16 AM]


 


American Library Association • June 5, 2015
 


For daily ALA and library news, check the American Libraries website or subscribe to our
RSS feed.


Obama signs USA Freedom Act


On June 2, President Barack Obama signed into law
the USA Freedom Act, legislation passed by Congress
earlier in the day reforming a government surveillance
program that swept up millions of Americans’
telephone records. After the Senate voted 67–32 to
give final congressional approval to the bill, Obama
used his Twitter account, @POTUS, to say he was glad it had passed. “I’ll sign it as soon
as I get it,” the tweet said....


Reuters, June 2


Making geeks: Teen conventions


Nerdtastic conventions like Comic-Con are growing in
size and scope around the country. But cost,
transportation, and lodging to these giant conventions
make it difficult for many potential attendees,
particularly youth, to participate. Libraries are
increasingly stepping up to host local comics and
gaming events that teens can attend....


American Libraries feature
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Boston Public Library's missing prints found


The Boston Public Library (BPL) announced June 4
that two missing pieces of artwork from the library’s
200,000-item Print Collection have been found. The
missing Dürer and Rembrandt prints had been
misfiled and were located by Conservation Officer
Lauren Shott during an eight-week search of the
BPL’s print stacks. “They were found safe and sound,
simply misfiled,” Library President Amy E. Ryan said.
“BPL is still committed to enhanced security and a full inventory.” Ryan announced her
resignation on June 3 amid questions about the library’s security....


Boston Public Library, June 4; Boston Herald, June 3


A lot to feel proud about


Dale Heath writes: “This Pride Month, I reflect back on
my 20 years as a library professional. When I started
my first position in 1995, the gender on my driver’s
license read ‘male,’ and my appearance was definitely
that of an average guy. I even appear on a version of
a library card wearing a tie. In late 2006, after many
stops and starts, I finally got up the nerve to change my gender to female and began
living my life as a woman.”...


AL: On My Mind, June 3


 


 


Ben Bradlee archive donated to Harry Ransom Center


The archive of Ben Bradlee (1921–2014), former
editor of the Washington Post, has been donated to
the Harry Ransom Center, a humanities research
library and museum at the University of Texas at
Austin. The archive contains Bradlee’s professional
correspondence with journalists, elected officials,
cultural figures, and corporate executives; internal
memoranda documenting the workings of the Post; newsroom files and calendars; desk
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diaries and personal items....


UT News, June 3


Newsmaker: James Patterson


Megan Cottrell writes: “Author James Patterson is primarily known for
his lengthy list of bestselling thrillers, but he has recently been
making a name for himself as a philanthropist. In March, Patterson
announced he would give $1.5 million to school libraries around the
nation through small $1,000–$10,000 grants that can be used for any
kind of repair or improvement. Patterson talked with American
Libraries via phone about his passion for books and the role of school
libraries in encouraging a love of reading.”...


American Libraries feature


 


 


Google's Project Tango VR technology


Max Eddy writes: “Google Cardboard may be
Google’s official, and most visible, foray into virtual
reality, but Project Tango goes even further, and
aims to bring computer vision and location tracking to
future phones and tablets. At Google I/O 2015, the
Project Tango team showed off some of its
successes. One alternate reality game had me walking around a room digging for
dinosaur bones. Another demo featured Nerf guns with mounted Tango tablets.”...


PC Magazine, June 1, 3


The LC Twitter archive is closed


Scott McLemee writes: “In 2010, this column looked
into the scholarly potential of the Twitter archive the
Library of Congress had recently acquired. That
potential was by no means self-evident. A recent
volume called Twitter and Society (Peter Lang, 2014)
collects papers on how politics, journalism, the
marketplace, and (of course) academe itself have absorbed the impact of this high-
volume, low-word-count medium.”...


Inside Higher Ed, June 3; June 30, 2010


Denver Public Library's new onsite social worker
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Elissa Hardy wasn’t used to being the only social
worker in the room, let alone in a whole organization.
But Hardy, the newly appointed community resource
specialist at the Denver Public Library (DPL), is
already making an impact in a way that’s helping
many library patrons and her coworkers. She works in
the DPL central branch, an ever-popular hangout spot for many of the city’s homeless
people....


Denver Post, June 4


Keeneland Library prepares for the Belmont Stakes


June 6 marks the 147th Belmont Stakes, the third and
final leg of the Triple Crown, but the sport drives the
staff year-round at Keeneland Library in Lexington,
Kentucky. Director Becky Ryder says Keeneland
celebrates the Belmont Stakes with a party open to
the public. The library serves Manhattan clam
chowder, Italian meatball sub sandwiches, New York
cheesecakes, and the signature drink of the Belmont
Stakes, the Belmont breeze....


AL: The Scoop, June 5


Political cartoons in the LC collection


Sara Duke and Martha Kennedy write: “The Library of
Congress’ vast collection of cartoon art chronicles the
nation’s political controversies from its founding to the
present. Political cartoonists thrive in a climate that
allows contention and freedom of expression. The
compelling union of image and word that
characterizes political cartoons sets them apart from other art forms, endowing them with
the potential to inform, provoke, and entertain.”...


Library of Congress Blog, June 2


8 more great websites for kids


ALSC has added eight more sites to Great Websites
for Kids, its online resource that features links to high-
quality websites of interest to children 14 years of age
and younger, organized into diverse subject headings
such as animals, art, history, literature, and sciences.
One new site is BugGuide, an online community of
naturalists who enjoy learning about and sharing their
observations of insects, spiders, and other related creatures....


ALSC, June 4
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American Library Association • June 9, 2015
 


For daily ALA and library news, check the American Libraries website or subscribe to our
RSS feed.


Transforming the library profession


Hallie Rich and Sari Feldman write: “Technological
advancements are driving an increasingly
interconnected global landscape, which contributes to
rapid political, economic, social, and environmental
change. The good news for libraries is that
investment in drivers of inclusive growth—public
services such as schools, libraries, and
telecommunications infrastructure—represents a critically important risk-mitigation
strategy.”...


American Libraries feature, June 9


Libraries invest in active shooter training


Kathleen Moeller-Peiffer writes: “Tragic mass
shootings have marred public spaces across America
for more than 15 years, from the 1999 attack at
Columbine High School to the 2014 Florida State
University Strozier Library shooting. Libraries are one
of the few public places where anyone can walk in,
unimpeded. This is why, in addition to fire drills and emergency planning, libraries are
beginning to offer training to react to an active shooter.”...


American Libraries feature, June 8
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Robbie Robertson, David Shannon at ALA Closing Session


An exciting conversation with Rock and Roll Hall of
Famer Robbie Robertson and Caldecott Honor–winner
David Shannon (No, David!) will close out the 2015
ALA Annual Conference after current ALA President
Courtney L. Young passes the gavel to the 2015–2016
ALA President Sari Feldman. The Closing General
Session takes place on June 30. Robertson and
Shannon will talk about their new book Hiawatha and the Peacemaker....


ALA Conference Services, June 8


Joint Council of Librarians of Color forms as a nonprofit


The five ethnic affiliates of ALA have collaborated to officially form the Joint Council of
Librarians of Color (JCLC), a nonprofit organization that advocates for and addresses the
common needs of the ethnic affiliates. Coming together through JCLC are the Black
Caucus of the American Library Association, the Chinese American Librarians
Association, the American Indian Library Association, the Asian/Pacific American
Librarians Association, and Reforma....


Office of ALA Governance, June 8


 


 


Nepal Library Relief Fund


ALA is partnering with READ Global (Rural Education and
Development) libraries in Nepal to collect monetary
donations, which will be sent to READ Nepal to continue
leading the earthquake relief effort. The Nepal Library
Relief Fund will help to rebuild libraries and archives in
Nepal that were destroyed or damaged by the earthquake
on April 25, 2015, followed by a series of aftershocks including one of 7.3 magnitude on
May 12. Visit the ALA Development Office page to make a donation....


ALA International Relations Office
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Iowa adds driver’s license kiosks to public libraries


The Iowa Department of Transportation is installing 24
kiosks in public libraries and businesses where people
can renew or replace their driver’s licenses. Darryl
Eschete, director of the West Des Moines Public Library,
said that the kiosk program allows libraries to partner
with the DOT to make the renewal process more
efficient and convenient. It takes about five minutes to
walk through the process at the new kiosks, which issue a temporary license to use while
a permanent license is sent in the mail....


KCCI-TV, Des Moines, Iowa, June 8; Caffeinated Thoughts, June 8


Librarians as information literacy designers


Brian Mathews writes: “A few weeks ago I heard Carrie
Donovan, head of teaching and learning at Indiana
University Libraries, give a keynote address at the
Innovative Library Classroom conference. My main
takeaway was the transition that Carrie is experiencing
from teaching to consulting. This is a theme that is
gaining momentum. It seems we are on the threshold of an evolutionary leap in terms of
information literacy and library instruction.”...


Chronicle of Higher Education: The Ubiquitous Librarian, June 8


Self-interest vs. the common good


James LaRue writes: “There are two arguments for
the public library: what’s in it for me, and what’s in it
for us. That is, we justify support for an institution on
the grounds of self-interest, or on the grounds of the
common good. You can’t help but be struck by the
language used during the public library movement of
the 1880s. Libraries were founded for clear social purposes. They were intended to
acculturate and Americanize a new wave of immigrants.”...


myliblog, June 8


Original Star Wars script discovered


Deep in the archives of the University of New
Brunswick’s library in Saint John, a famous movie script
sat forgotten and collecting dust—and no one knows
how it got there. Since February, librarian Kristian
Brown has been sifting through the library’s extensive
science fiction collection to digitize its collection of
zines, pulp magazines, and novels. Just as he was coming to the end of his contract,
Brown came across what appears to be an original shooting script for Star Wars....
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CBC News, June 8


Nebula Award winners


The Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers of America
has announced the winners of the 2014 Nebula
Awards (presented 2015), as well as the Ray
Bradbury Award for Outstanding Dramatic
Presentation, and the Andre Norton Award for Young
Adult Science Fiction and Fantasy. Annihilation by
Jeff VanderMeer (FSG Originals) won for Best Novel, Yesterday’s Kin by Nancy Kress
(Tachyon) won for Best Novella, and Love Is the Drug by Alaya Dawn Johnson (Levine)
won the Norton Award....


Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers of America, June 7


Stuff you didn’t know Google Photos could do


Megan Logan writes: “Google Photos is an easy,
relatively frictionless way to back up, store, access,
and share your photos. The best thing about Google
Photos is it works exactly the way you think it should:
Your photos live at photos.google.com and are
categorized in user-named albums or collections by
upload. If you’re thinking about trying the service out, here’s what you need to know to
make sure you get the most out of Google Photos.”...


Wired, June 8


Chicago Public Library PSA stars astronaut James Lovell


When the Chicago Public Library Foundation wanted to
get the word out about its 2015 Summer Learning
Challenge, they chose RPM Advertising to create a TV
campaign to engage Chicago’s families. This year’s
program theme is centered on space, so RPM designed
the campaign around prominent Chicagoan and
legendary Apollo 13 astronaut Captain James A. Lovell
Jr. Legendary broadcaster Bill Kurtis challenges the famous space explorer to read a
million hours of books in one summer in this video PSA (0:30)....


Vimeo, June 3


Would you ask a librarian to change a flat tire?


Roz Warren writes: “In the 15 years that I’ve worked at
my local public library, I’ve learned that we librarians do
plenty of things for our patrons that aren’t in our job
descriptions. After a patron asked me to change her flat



http://www.sfwa.org/2015/06/nebula-award-winners-announced-2/

http://www.sfwa.org/2015/06/nebula-award-winners-announced-2/

http://www.wired.com/2015/06/coolest-stuff-didnt-know-google-photos

https://photos.google.com/

https://vimeo.com/129600111

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/roz-warren/would-you-ask-a-librarian_b_7531000.html





AL Direct, June 9, 2015


http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2015/june/060915-2.htm[6/25/2015 9:41:37 AM]


tire, and another wanted to check out our pencil
sharpener, I logged onto my favorite librarian hangout on
Facebook and asked: What’s the oddest thing a patron
has ever asked you to do?”...


Huffington Post: Books Blog, June 7
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American Library Association • June 16, 2015
 


For daily ALA and library news, check the American Libraries website or subscribe to our
RSS feed.


Toward the post-privacy library


Eric Hellman writes: “Libraries and their patrons are
awash in data that really isn’t sensitive until
aggregated, and the data is getting digested by
advertising networks and flowing into Big Data
archives. The scenario in which advertisers exploit a
patron’s library usage is not only thinkable, it needs
to be defended against. It’s a threat model that’s mostly unfamiliar to libraries. What
breaches of user privacy are most likely to occur and which are most likely to present
harm?”...


American Libraries feature, June 16


In Practice: Future-proof your project


Meredith Farkas writes: “Whenever I leave a job, I worry about
projects I led or supported. When you put months or years into
something you feel passionately about, it can start to feel like your
baby. It is easier to leave a project behind when you know there are
people equipped and committed to supporting it. It’s challenging to
think of leaving as part of project planning, but here are some
questions to consider that will make your project more likely to survive
your exit.”...


American Libraries column, June
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Many choices for Obama in replacing James Billington


Only 10 presidents have had the opportunity to
nominate a librarian of Congress, making the choice
facing President Obama a difficult one. Names of
potential replacements are already being mentioned
by other librarians, researchers, and scholars: Michael
S. Roth, the president of Wesleyan; Drew Gilpin
Faust, the president of Harvard; Amy E. Ryan, the president of the Boston Public Library;
Paul N. Courant, the former provost and librarian at the University of Michigan; Carla D.
Hayden, the chief executive of the Enoch Pratt Free Library in Baltimore; and Douglas
Brinkley, the American historian....


New York Times, June 12


García-Febo wins Reforma Lifetime Achievement Award


Reforma has awarded ALA Councilor and Executive Board member–
elect Loida García-Febo its Elizabeth Martinez Lifetime Achievement
Award. García-Febo has represented IFLA at the Post-2015
development agenda meetings at the United Nations in New York,
where she advocates for inclusion of access to information in the
Sustainable Development Goals to be launched in 2016. Reforma
has also awarded Madeline Peña the 2015 Arnulfo D. Trejo Librarian
of the Year Award....


Reforma, June 9


 


 


School librarians are expendable in Kansas


Sean Sandefur writes: “Over the past decade, Kansas has
cut 25% of its public school librarians. There are no
librarians in any of the Wichita Public School District’s
high schools. Instead, they’re staffed with media clerks
who look after the library, but aren’t required to have a
teaching certificate or a degree in library sciences. School
administrators say the cuts are due to a number of departments competing for limited
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dollars left in the budget.”...


KMUW-FM, Wichita, Kans., June 16


Tempe residents can exchange water for library fines


Tempe, Arizona, residents can have their library fines
waived and, at the same time, help keep the
homeless hydrated this summer. Tempe’s Water for
Fines program has already collected about 700
cases of water and waived about $13,000 in overdue library fines since May 1. The
program was launched three years ago as a way for families who face tough economic
times to have their fines lifted so that they can gain access to Tempe Public Library
resources again....


Arizona Republic (Phoenix), June 16


 


 


Participating in a community appathon


Donna Block writes: “What do you expect to happen
when you shut a bunch of teens in a room for an
entire rainy Saturday? I wasn’t sure when I arrived at
Skokie (Ill.) Public Library at 9 a.m. on May 30 for its
first ever Community Appathon, even though I’d
attended several planning meetings. The event was
inspired by the National Day of Civic Hacking and spurred into being by a library patron
(Maker Mom Kim Moldofsky) and her teenage son. The turnout, 25 teens, made the
event a success.”...


YALSAblog, June 16


Librarian radio show in B.C. earns recognition


Airing regularly on CHLY-FM in Nanaimo, British
Columbia, is Librarians on the Radio, a radio segment
that features interviews with librarians and authors, as
well as book talks and insight into what is going on at
the Vancouver Island Regional Library. Hosted by
VIRL librarians Jason Kuffler, Justin Unrau, and
regular contributors Emily Orr and Patrick Seabold,
the program recently received the 2015 Advocacy and Marketing Merit Award from the
British Columbia Library Association....


Nanaimo (B.C.) News Bulletin, June 11; May 20, 2014
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The state of science journals


In a study published in early June, Vincent Larivière,
a researcher at the University of Montreal’s School of
Library and Information Science, found that in the
natural and medical sciences as well as the social
sciences and humanities, five major publishers
“account for more than 50% of all papers published
in 2013.” Those publishers include Reed-Elsevier, Wiley-Blackwell, Springer, and Taylor
& Francis. Larivière explains how the internet got academic publishing in this place, but
could ultimately help save it....


Wired, June 15; PLOS ONE, June 10


The value of deep linking


Chris Maddern writes: “Deep linking has become one of
the hottest topics in mobile over the past year as
dozens of startups have launched around using,
improving, and discovering deep links. All of the big
platform companies also have projects to own ‘the deep
linking standard’ or the search index for mobile. So, what are deep links and where did
they come from?”...


TechCrunch, June 12


10 bookmarklets to make you a Google power user


Sandy Stachowiak writes: “If you love all that Google
has to offer but are not particularly fond of the
browser extensions available, then this list is for you.
Here are 10 great bookmarklets for Google that
range from search options to very specific tasks. To
use them, drag the bookmarklet link into your bookmarks toolbar. Then you can rename it
to whatever you want just like any other bookmark. Then just click it whenever you need
it.”...


MakeUseOf, June 11; Aug. 7, 2013


Road trip audiobooks for teens


Geri Diorio writes: “If you haven’t discovered the joys of audiobooks,
summer road trips are the perfect time to dive into this medium. What
could be better than having a book read to you? Have a talented,
professional actor perform a book for you. But if you are traveling this
summer with your family, choosing an audiobook can become
complicated. You want a book that will be of interest to everyone, no
matter their age, but you also want to avoid embarrassing plot lines.”
Here are some suggestions....
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For daily ALA and library news, check the American Libraries website or subscribe to our
RSS feed.


A policy revolution for digital content


Alan S. Inouye and Vailey Oehlke write: “For the past
several years, ALA has been engaged in outreach to
the publishing community to advocate for improved
library access to ebooks. Leading the charge for ALA is
its Digital Content Working Group. This work is
especially significant because of its proactive nature:
not waiting for publishers and others to act but initiating
our own action. Just as we’ve had a revolution in our libraries, we need a revolution in
public policy.”...


American Libraries feature, June 23


Dispatches from the Field: Idealism and opportunism


Walt Crawford writes:“Open access (OA) journals have become
widespread in recent years, but so have misunderstandings about
them, fueled by a lack of real data. In order to add data, I looked at
the websites for every journal in the Directory of Open Access
Journals (DOAJ) as of May 7, 2014—or at least all of them that an
English reader could make sense of. Here’s a little of what I found.”...


American Libraries column, June
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ALA Annual Conference: Participate from a distance


Hailley Fargo writes: “The ALA Annual Conference
theme this year is ‘Transforming Our Libraries,
Ourselves.’ With 25,000 library-affiliated folks coming
to town, it’s an event you don’t want to miss. Except,
unfortunately, I’ll be diligently working in Illinois during
the conference, but that doesn’t mean I have to miss
out on the conversations. If you’re like me and won’t be in San Francisco, here’s a guide
to staying in touch, from a distance.”...


YALSA Blog, June 23


Apply for the 2016 class of Emerging Leaders


ALA is now accepting applications for the 2016 class
of Emerging Leaders. Details on the program criteria
as well as a link to the application can be found on the
Emerging Leaders web page. The deadline to apply is
August 1. Individuals who are considering applying to
the program should be new library professionals with
fewer than five years of experience working at a
professional or paraprofessional level in a library....


Office for Human Resource Development and Recruitment, June 19


 


 


Recorded Books delivers digital comics


Through an exclusive partnership, Recorded Books and
iVerse Media will offer libraries access to a selection of
more than 10,000 digital comics, graphic novels, and
manga titles both inside the library and remotely. This
partnership gives Recorded Books the exclusive right to
sell Comics Plus: Library Edition to public libraries in the
US and Canada. Recorded Books will be demonstrating
the new platform at the ALA Annual Conference in San Francisco....


Recorded Books, June 22
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Report: Boston Public Library’s art collection neglected


A report to be released this week will find that Boston
Public Library’s problems are deep. Its 320,000 prints
and drawings have been neglected for years and are in
dire need of space, a massive reorganization, and a
complete inventory, according to a draft copy of the
consultant’s report obtained by the Boston Globe. Martha
Mahard, a Simmons College professor hired as a
consultant by the library a year ago, found that “the overall arrangement of the print
stacks defies logic,” making it difficult to locate some items. The library has started
implementing some of her recommendations, Mahard said, but many of the suggestions
will have to wait for funding and administrative decisions....


Boston Globe, June 22


 


 


Highlighting the power and potential of making


Maura Marx writes: “The amazing world of making took
hold of the nation’s capital in June, and IMLS played an
important role organizing key festivities. On June 11,
IMLS hosted a series of panel discussions and the first
Maker Faire ever held on Capitol Hill in collaboration
with the Congressional Maker Caucus, cochaired by
Congressman Mark Takano (D-Calif.), Maker Media,
and the Nation of Makers. The White House hosted an
event on June 12 that included announcements and progress updates on the President’s
call to action to create a Nation of Makers. The National Maker Faire, held June 12–13,
featured 150 demonstrators and attracted thousands of attendees.”...


UpNext: The IMLS Blog, June 22


Roanoke puts books on buses


As part of the “Star City Reads” program, Roanoke,
Virginia, Mayor David Bowers announced the launch of
“Books on Buses” in front of a group of young children
and day care teachers at the Roanoke Public Library
on June 22. The program is designed to encourage
grade-level reading by providing free books for parents
and children on their daily commutes via Valley Metro
buses. Approximately 20–30 packets containing five children’s books each will be
available on three city buses....
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Roanoke (Va.) Times, June 22


Apply to the Ebook Collection Curation Corps


As part of the White House’s Open Ebooks initiative, the
Digital Public Library of America is calling on librarians to
volunteer to help coordinate books for inclusion in the
program to help connect children with ebooks. DPLA is
seeking motivated, engaged community members who
have experience with building children and young adult book collections. To find out more
about this project, go to DPLA’s White House Open Ebooks initiative page....


DPLA Blog, June 23


Nepal Library Relief Fund


ALA is partnering with READ Global (Rural Education and
Development) libraries in Nepal to collect monetary
donations, which will be sent to READ Nepal to continue
leading the earthquake relief effort. The Nepal Library
Relief Fund will help to rebuild libraries and archives in
Nepal that were destroyed or damaged by the earthquake
on April 25, 2015, followed by a series of aftershocks including one of 7.3 magnitude on
May 12. Visit the ALA Development Office page to make a donation....


ALA International Relations Office


Bias against online MLIS degrees


Meredith Farkas writes: “When I graduated from library
school, I worried about anti-online-degree bias. I worried
that people would think my degree was somehow ‘less
than’ because I’d done it fully online. That was in 2004. I
assumed that 11 years later, people had gotten the
message that online courses and online degrees are not
necessarily less than, and that the people who go through
them can be just as (and in some cases more) qualified as students who did on-site
programs. That was until I read this article by Angela Galvan from In the Library with the
Lead Pipe.”...


Information Wants to Be Free, June 22; In the Library with the Lead Pipe, June 3


A Charleston syllabus


Keisha N. Blain writes: “Here is a list of readings that
educators can use to start conversations in the
classroom about the horrendous events that unfolded in
Charleston, South Carolina, on the evening of June 17.
These readings provide valuable information about the
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history of racial violence in this country and
contextualize the history of race relations in South
Carolina and the United States in general. They also
offer insights on race, racial identities, global white supremacy, and black resistance. All
readings are arranged by date of publication.”...


African American Intellectual History Society


Medieval letter people


Erik Kwakkel writes: “The human body is one of the
most common objects encountered in art, whether in
paintings, sculptures, or other objects. Things have
not changed much since medieval times, when artists
loved to fill their work with human figures—commonly
saints or individuals affiliated with biblical stories.
Among the great diversity of depictions, there is one
type that stands out in that the body is used (or rather, abused) to express something
other than itself. These particularly fascinating and often amusing depictions are found on
the medieval page.”...


medievalbooks, June 19
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For daily ALA and library news, check the American Libraries website or subscribe to our
 RSS feed.


Tag-team laughs from Vowell and Offerman


Phil Morehart writes: “Sarah Vowell and Nick Offerman
 are longtime friends. Vowell, an essayist, historian,
 and frequent This American Life contributor, and
 Offerman, a writer and actor best known for his work
 as the stodgy Ron Swanson on the hit NBC comedy
 series Parks and Recreation, share a similar sense of
 humor. Their comedy is dry, observational, self-
deprecating, and very smart. When the two learned that they were each scheduled to
 deliver talks at the ALA Annual Conference in San Francisco on Saturday, they decided to
 combine forces and moderate each other’s talks.” Read more #alaac15 coverage on the
 American Libraries website and in Latest Library Links. The final attendance numbers:
 15,883 attendees, 6,813 exhibitors, for a total of 22,696. (The Las Vegas total was 19,889
 in 2014, and Chicago total was 23,545 in 2013)....


AL: The Scoop, June 28


Doerr, Stevenson win 2015 Andrew Carnegie Medals


Laurie D. Borman writes: “Anthony Doerr (left), author
 of All The Light We Cannot See (Simon & Schuster),
 and Bryan Stevenson (right), author of Just Mercy: A
 Story of Justice and Redemption (Spiegel & Grau, an
 imprint of Random House) were awarded the 2015
 Andrew Carnegie Medals for Excellence in Fiction and
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 Nonfiction respectively in San Francisco during the ALA Annual Conference and
 Exhibition on Saturday night. Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Basketball Hall of Fame inductee and
 author, offered the keynote address.”...


AL: The Scoop, June 28


 


 


Sonia Manzano: Becoming Maria


Amy Carlton writes: “On Monday afternoon, Sonia
 Manzano delighted the crowd with a reel of highlights
 from her 45 years on Sesame Street—the marriage of
 Maria and Luis; working with Oscar the Grouch,
 Grover, Big Bird, and Elmo; having a baby; plus lots of
 dancing, singing, and lessons. Sighs of nostalgic
 recognition and bursts of laughter accompanied the
 three-minute video. Everyone in the room grew up with Maria.”...


AL: The Scoop, June 29


Sarah Lewis: The art of striving


Sanhita SinhaRoy writes: “Sunday’s President’s
 Program began with ALA President Courtney Young
 presenting awards to the ALA awards recipients. Art
 historian, curator, and Harvard professor Sarah Lewis
 began her keynote to the roomful of librarians by
 saying that at age 8, she and her sister ‘Dewey
 decimaled’ the entire collection of books at their
 apartment while their mom had stepped out. Lewis is
 the author of the acclaimed debut book The Rise: Creativity, the Gift of Failure, and the
 Search for Mastery.”...


AL: The Scoop, June 29


 


 


Wi-Fi lending pilots at NYPL and CPL


Erika Jenns writes: “On Saturday, Michelle Frisque,
 chief of technology, content, and innovation at
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 Chicago Public Library, and Luke Swarthout, director
 of adult education services at New York Public
 Library, led a session titled ‘A Tale of Two Cities:
 NYPL and CPL Wi-Fi Lending Projects.’ The session, sponsored by LITA, offered two
 examples of public libraries that are experimenting with lending Wi-Fi hotspots to users in
 high-need communities.”...


AL: The Scoop, June 28


Rethinking patron engagement


Krystal Corbray writes: “In the library world, data
 drives almost everything we do. But it can be a
 challenge to translate that raw data into the stories
 or services that are most valuable to our patrons and
 constituencies. In answer to this challenge,
 Saturday’s PLA-sponsored session, ‘Rethinking
 Patron Engagement: Making Data-Driven Decisions,’ featured four presenters from
 libraries across the US who discussed the approaches their respective library systems
 have used.”...


AL: The Scoop, June 29


ALA Council actions


In its first meeting on Sunday, ALA Council overwhelmingly passed two resolutions, one on
 the Importance of Sustainable Libraries and another Denouncing the Systemic Racism
 that Motivated the South Carolina Shootings. Council II opened with a moment of silence
 for Cynthia Hurd, a victim of the June 17 shooting at the Emanuel African Methodist
 Episcopal Church in Charleston, South Carolina. Hurd was the manager of the John L.
 Dart branch of the Charleston County Public Library. At Council III, a resolution passed on
 access to Spanish and bilingual books for children in detention centers. A resolution on
 mass surveillance was sent back to the sponsoring committees....


 AL: The Scoop, June 18, 28–29


NYPL gets first city budget increase in six years


The New York Public Library will receive a $4.4 million
 increase in city operating funds for Fiscal Year 2015,
 according to the new city budget, unveiled June 26 by Mayor
 Bill de Blasio. The increase—the first since Fiscal Year 2008
—brings NYPL’s total city operating budget to about $144
 million. It is part of a $10 million increase in funding to all
 three of the city’s library systems, including the Brooklyn Public Library and Queens
 Library....


New York Public Library, June 26
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James Patterson’s first round of school library grants


James Patterson has made good on his pledge to
 help school libraries. On June 30, the bestselling
 author announced $500,000 in grants to 127 schools
 across the US. This is just the first installment of a
 $1.75 million program to help libraries buy books,
 fund literary programs, and make repairs. Scholastic
 Reading Club, a division of children’s publisher Scholastic, pledged to match each grant
 with bonus points that can be used for books and classroom materials....


Washington Post: Style Blog, June 30


2015 International Latino Book Awards


The International Latino Book Awards ceremony took
 place in San Francisco on June 27. Over the past 17
 years the awards have grown to become the largest
 Latino literary and cultural awards in the US. Among
 this year’s 246 honorees were well-known authors
 like Isabel Allende, Rudy Anaya, F. Isabel Campoy,
 Edna Iturralde, all of whom are past ILBA Award Winners. Other honorees included Carlos
 Santana, Sheila E., and cartoonist Lalo Alcaraz....


Latino Literacy, June 27


25 things to know about Apple Music


Chloe Albanesius writes: “Apple Music arrives June
 30. Here’s how to get it and what you get once you
 sign up. At launch, Apple Music is accessible on iOS
 devices, Mac, and PC. A version for Android and
 Apple TV launches in the fall. Access and sign up via
 the Music app. All new members get a 90-day free
 trial. Membership is $9.99 per month, which includes music recommendations and
 unlimited skips on radio stations.”...


PC Magazine, June 30
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For daily ALA and library news, check the American Libraries website or subscribe to our
 RSS feed.


ALA applauds Supreme Court marriage equality ruling


On June 26, the US Supreme Court ruled 5–4 in
 support of marriage equality, a decision that will
 provide same-sex couples within the library
 community and throughout the country the legal right
 to marry without restrictions and with the same legal
 protections as heterosexual couples. Under the ruling, same-sex partners will have access
 to all family benefits. ALA President Courtney Young released a statement regarding the
 historic decision....


ALA Media Relations, June 26; New York Times, June 26


On My Mind: Serving everyone


Ann K. Symons and John “Mack” Freeman write: “In
 most American libraries, services to lesbian, gay,
 bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) people and
 questioning teens are woefully inadequate. While the
 LGBT community has made strides toward marriage
 equality, visibility, state and local protections, and other
 civil rights gains, our libraries have lagged behind in
 providing the services that LGBT people deserve.”...


American Libraries column, June


 



http://www.apa.org/pubs/books/institutions/handbooks.aspx?utm_source=al_direct&utm_medium=display_email&utm_content=march&utm_campaign=fulltext

http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/

http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/feed/

https://www.facebook.com/amlibraries

https://twitter.com/amlibraries

http://www.pinterest.com/amlibraries/

https://www.youtube.com/user/AmLibraryAssociation

http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/rss.xml

http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2015/06/american-library-association-applauds-marriage-equality-us-supreme-court

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/27/us/supreme-court-same-sex-marriage.html

http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2015/06/24/serving-everyone/





AL Direct, June 26, 2015


http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2015/june/062615-2.htm[10/14/2015 4:19:49 PM]


 


Nancy Pelosi, Tech Logic honor Enoch Pratt Library


US House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif., right) and Tech
 Logic Corporation President Gary Kirk are honoring the Pennsylvania
 Avenue branch of the Enoch Pratt Free Library in Baltimore with Tech
 Logic’s inaugural People First Award. The award honors the library
 that put its patrons first during the April rioting in Baltimore. The
 presentation is taking place June 26 during the Opening General
 Session of the ALA 2015 Annual Conference in San Francisco....


AL: The Scoop, June 26


Charleston renames library after Cynthia Hurd


Renaming a library in Cynthia Hurd’s honor is a fitting
 tribute to the woman who loved books and serving
 her community, her husband said. Charleston County
 (S.C.) Council voted unanimously on June 25 to
 change the name of the St. Andrews Regional
 Library to the Cynthia Graham Hurd St. Andrews
 Regional Library. Cynthia Hurd managed the library, one of Charleston County’s busiest
 branches. She was killed June 17, along with eight others, in the Emanuel AME Church
 shooting. Charleston College also renamed its Colonial Scholarship as the Cynthia
 Graham Hurd Memorial Scholarship....


Charleston (S.C.) Post and Courier, June 25; College of Charleston, June 24


 


 


Luis Herrera: Libraries are needed more than ever


San Francisco Public Library Director Luis Herrera
 writes: “We live in a networked world where
 communication, technology, and information all are
 essential to live a productive life. San Francisco has
 emerged as the epicenter of this global revolution. But
 San Francisco is also a tale of two cities—one highly
 literate and educated, the other disconnected from the resources and benefits of
 technology. This critical divide between the haves and have-nots makes public library
 systems more relevant than ever.”...
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San Francisco Chronicle, June 24


Teens create summer reading videos


Alison Marcotte writes: “When Arizona high school
 students Luis Morales and Jamie Larson heard out
 about the Collaborative Summer Library Program 2015
 Teen Video Challenge, they began brainstorming ideas
 right away. CSLP is a collective effort to bring high-
quality summer reading programs to libraries across the
 US. The Teen Video Challenge, in its fifth year, is a
 national competition where teens create videos that promote summer reading and public
 libraries. The theme for 2015 was ‘Unmask.’”...


AL: The Scoop, June 25


 


 


Big-box store tax schemes are hurting libraries


Olivia LaVecchia writes: “In February, the Peter White
 Public Library in Marquette, Michigan, announced that it
 was eliminating Sunday hours. It wasn’t that its
 programming was any less popular, or that it had gotten
 the short end of the stick in budget planning. Instead,
 thanks to a new ‘dark store’ method that big-box stores are using to game the tax system,
 Marquette Township owed a $755,828 tax refund to the home improvement chain Lowe’s.
 Library funding was on the hook to pay for it.”...


 Institute for Local Self-Reliance, June 16


Yale’s Beinecke Library saves old Chipotle cups


Yale’s Beinecke Library has acquired a complete set
 of the Chipotle “Cultivating Thought” series—the
 series of short, “two-minute” essays and stories
 printed on the side of the company’s disposable
 paper goods. George Saunders, Jeffrey Eugenides,
 Toni Morrison, and Amy Tan all contributed to the
 series; Jonathan Safran Foer came up with the idea in the first place. The rare book and
 manuscript library collects poetry printed on the side of pencils, postage stamps, bumper
 stickers, and commercial paint chips....


The Atlantic, June 23; Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Apr. 5, 2014
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The best media streamers and HDTVs of 2015


Will Greenwald writes: “There are many ways to watch
 online content on your HDTV. Your television itself might
 have apps, or you might have a Blu-ray player or game
 system connected with built-in streaming services. If neither
 case applies, or if your HDTV, Blu-ray player, or game
 system doesn’t have the exact media features you want, you can get a dedicated media
 hub. Most media hubs allow you to set up your HDTV with any online or local media
 streaming services you need for well under $100.” If you want an HDTV, you have more
 options now than ever. These are the 10 best HDTVs PC Magazine tested....


PC Magazine, June 24


20 firsts in the history of photography


Michael Archambault writes: “Photography has been a
 medium of limitless possibilities since it was originally
 invented in the early 1800s. The use of cameras has
 allowed us to capture historical moments and reshape
 the way we see ourselves and the world around us.
 To celebrate the amazing history of photography and
 photographic science, we have assembled 20
 photographic ‘firsts’ from over the past two
 centuries.”...


PetaPixel, May 23


The future of gaming: Minecraft on Hololens


Keith Stuart writes: “There are robot insects bursting
 in through the walls. Everywhere I look, the plaster is
 cracking, then suddenly, out they spew, their metallic
 claws aimed at my jugular. It sounds like the sort of
 techno-hallucinogenic nightmare that filmmaker
 David Cronenberg may concoct in one of his woozy
 sci-fi horror flicks. But it isn’t. This is a demo for
 Microsoft’s Hololens, a forthcoming ‘mixed reality’ headset. The future is terrifying. But
 also sort of amazing.”...


The Guardian (UK), June 24


Reading about the Confederacy
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John Williams writes: “Faced with the horrific murders in South Carolina
 and the ensuing debate over the appropriateness of the Confederate
 flag, it’s even clearer than usual that history is not a dusty book on a
 shelf. There has been more written about the Civil War than you could
 read in a lifetime, or a hundred lifetimes. But for those interested in
 learning more about the Confederacy—its people, its soldiers, its
 descendants—these five books offer a start.”...


New York Times: ArtsBeat, June 24
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American Library Association • June 12, 2015
 


For daily ALA and library news, check the American Libraries website or subscribe to our
RSS feed.


Wrapping up your first year as a school librarian


Hilda K. Weisburg and Ruth Toor write: “With the school year drawing
to a close, you are probably exhausted and exhilarated. If you had not
known it before, being a school librarian is a demanding job. But
before you begin assessing your first year, there are still hurdles to
overcome. What you will face is more complex than the classroom
routine of posting grades, collecting textbooks, and saying good-bye to
classes. You must close the library while still meeting the needs of
teachers and students.”...


American Libraries feature, June 12


The national digital platform for libraries and museums


Maura Marx and Trevor Owens write: “The national
digital platform for libraries and museums has both a
broad and a specific meaning. Broadly, it can be
conceptualized as a way of thinking about all the digital
tools, services, infrastructure, and human effort libraries
use to meet the needs of their users across the US.
More specifically, it is an area of priority for the Institute of Museum and Library Services
grants programs to invest in expanding the digital capability and capacity of libraries
across the country.”...


American Libraries feature, June 11
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ALA critiques Copyright Office act


In early June, Reps. Tom Marino (R-Pa.) and Judy Chu (D-Calif.)
released a discussion draft of new legislation designed to modernize
and improve the United States Copyright Office by making it an
independent agency. The draft legislation, Copyright Office for the
Digital Economy Act or CODE Act, is an attempt to balance the
concerns of the public, creators, and stakeholders in the copyright
community. ALA President Courtney Young released a statement on June 12 critiquing
the CODE Act for not addressing significant and longstanding problems....


Towanda (Pa.) Daily Review, June 6; Office for Information Technology Policy, June 12


Net neutrality rules go into effect


A federal appeals court decided on June 11 not to
block the government’s new net neutrality rules from
going into effect, handing internet providers another
defeat in an ongoing legal fight with the FCC. The
decision clears the way for the FCC to enforce its ban
on the slowing and blocking of web traffic. The rules take effect June 12. You can now
file complaints against your internet service provider (or mobile data provider) on the FCC
website. The form has been updated to include “Open Internet/Net Neutrality” issues....


Washington Post, June 11; Ars Technica, June 12


 


 


Librarian of Congress James H. Billington to retire


James H. Billington, a leading Russia scholar in 1987 when
President Ronald Reagan nominated him to be the 13th librarian of
Congress, announced June 10 that he will retire from the position
effective January 1, 2016. The library released a timeline of
milestones of Billington’s library career and related background.
The move comes after Billington presided over a series of
management and technology failures at the library that were
documented in more than a dozen reports by government watchdog
agencies....
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Library of Congress, June 10; New York Times, June 10


White House directive mandates HTTPS encryption


The White House has mandated all federal websites
to adopt HTTPS encryption by the end of 2016. On
June 8, the Office of Management and Budget issued
an order (PDF file) that all publicly accessible federal
websites and web services must be provided with encryption to increase the security of
browsing and transactions. Also, the Wikimedia Foundation announced June 12 that it is
now implementing HTTPS by default across all its sites in order to encrypt its traffic. The
decision, it says, will make it harder for governments and other third parties to monitor
users’ traffic, and will make it more difficult for ISPs to censor access to specific
Wikipedia articles or other information hosted on its network of sites....


ZDNet, June 9; TechCrunch, June 12


 


 


The Soon to Be Famous Illinois Author Project


Alison Marcotte writes: “At the ALA 2013 Annual
Conference in Chicago, librarians packed into a room
for NYU professor David Vinjamuri’s talk about the
challenges libraries face during an era of ebooks and
branding. What resulted was the Soon to Be Famous
Illinois Author Project, a statewide contest to find the
best self-published adult novel by an Illinois author. The
winner of the second annual contest, announced in
April, is Michael Alan Peck for The Commons: Book 1:
The Journeyman, the first of his contemporary-fantasy trilogy.”...


AL: The Scoop, June 12


St. Helena library director fired; replacement faces jail


St. Helena (Calif.) Library Director Jennifer Baker (left)
was fired June 8, effective immediately, as the city
considers deep budget cuts to balance its General
Fund. City Manager Jennifer Phillips confirmed on June
9 that Rebekah Barr (right) was hired as the part-time
manager to oversee the library. However, at roughly the
same moment, Barr was in court in Napa, pleading no
contest to a felony DUI charge. She faces up to one year in jail and three years of
probation. Barr was quickly “released from employment” at St. Helena on June 11....
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St. Helena (Calif.) Star, June 9–11


Introducing kids to medieval manuscripts


Dot Porter writes: “In late May, we hosted a group of 4-
year-olds from a local child care center in our Kislak Center
for Special Collections, Rare Books, and Manuscripts at the
University of Pennsylvania. The visit went so well, we’ll be
hosting another group in July.” Porter lent the teacher
Marguerite Makes a Book, a children’s book about a girl who helps her father make an
illuminated manuscript in medieval France, to read aloud before the visit. The children got
to touch a piece of parchment and a quill....


University of Pennsylvania Manuscripts, June 9; The Thread, June 9


10 of the best podcasts for bibliophiles


Bryan Clark writes: “Finding a good podcast, no
matter the subject, makes me happy. As a proud
bibliophile myself, I am thrilled to get the chance to
share some of my favorite podcasts about books and
literature, as well as some crowdsourced suggestions
I wish I had been listening to for years. There is some solid content here, so if you have
the time to spare and are always on the lookout for great book recommendations, look no
further.”...


MakeUseOf, June 11


World Video Game Hall of Fame inductees


The games in the inaugural class of The Strong’s
World Video Game Hall of Fame span multiple
decades, countries of origin, and gaming platforms,
but all have significantly affected the video game
industry, popular culture, and society in general.
Pong, Pac-Man, Tetris, Super Mario Bros., DOOM,
and World of Warcraft have been selected from a field of 15 finalists. The Hall of Fame
was established in 2015 to recognize individual electronic games of all types that have
enjoyed popularity over a sustained period....


The Strong, June 4


Here’s what’s different about Windows 10


Chris Hoffman writes: “Unlike Windows 8, Windows
10 actually feels designed for a PC with a keyboard
and mouse. Windows 7 users will be much more at
home with Windows 10, but there are still some big
changes. If you’re a Windows 7 user, you might be
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surprised to see just how much has changed after you upgrade. Thankfully, there are no
weird hot corners to learn.”...


How-To Geek, June 9
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