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American Library Association • May 26, 2015
 


For daily ALA and library news, check the American Libraries website or subscribe to our
RSS feed.


On My Mind: Biometric access


Ernest Dixon writes: “As libraries embrace their modern
identities as technology hubs, the methods of providing
access to their services must constantly adapt. The
evolving high-tech options we provide to patrons require
that we also keep these options safe and secure.
Although in widespread use in the private and public
sector, biometric security options have been slow to
reach libraries—whether because of a lack of understanding of the technology or because
of misinformation about the system.”...


American Libraries column, May


ALA delegation to Finland in October


ALA President Courtney Young will lead a delegation
of ALA members to Helsinki, Finland, October 11–16.
Delegates will visit innovative libraries, learn and
share experiences with Finnish colleagues, and meet
with the leadership of Suomen Kirjastoseura, the
Finnish Library Association. Travel arrangements will be arranged through Professionals
Abroad....


ALA International Relations Office
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Task force to clarify academic library definitions in IPEDS


ACRL and the Association of Research Libraries have
formed a joint advisory task force to suggest changes
to the current definitions and instructions
accompanying the Integrated Postsecondary
Education Data System Academic Libraries
Component for FY 2015. The ARL/ACRL task force will work to provide formal
recommendations to IPEDS by early July and offer virtual opportunities to engage and
inform the larger community of this work....


ACRL Insider, May 26


ALA’s first visit to the Pacific Coast in 1891


Cara Bertram writes: “On October 12–16, 1891, the first ALA Annual
Conference in San Francisco was held. It was the first ALA
conference held on the Pacific Coast and 83 people were in
attendance, with Samuel Swett Green (right) presiding as president.
Even after 124 years, some of the topics discussed then are not out
of place at the 2015 Annual Conference: library architecture, library
administration, the use of libraries in schools, library legislation, and
public support for public libraries.”...


ALA Archives Blog, May 26


 


 


Senate blocks NSA reform bill


The Senate struggled to prevent an interruption in critical
government surveillance programs early May 23, rejecting
both the House-passed USA Freedom Act and a short-
term extension of the USA Patriot Act. The back-to-back
votes left lawmakers without a clear fallback, although
current law doesn’t expire until midnight May 31. The
White House pressured the Senate to back the House bill, which would end the National
Security Agency’s bulk collection of domestic phone records. Instead, the records would
remain with telephone companies subject to a case-by-case review. The vote was 57–42,
short of the 60-vote threshold to move ahead. The next Senate vote is scheduled for May
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31....


Associated Press, May 23; The Hill, May 23; District DIspatch, May 23


UT Austin iSchool helps flood victims salvage documents


Conservators and students at the University of Texas
at Austin’s School of Information are available to
provide advice and limited disaster-recovery
assistance to help this weekend’s flood victims
salvage damaged family treasures. Wet papers and
photographs, textiles, scrapbooks, books, and other
sentimental objects should be frozen, if possible, and not thrown out. Flood victims are
urged to contact the iSchool for advice on conservation....


UT News, May 26


An open letter to school principals


Jennifer LaGarde writes: “Dear Principal: Hiring and
supporting awesome people to work with the
students who go to your school is the most important
part of your job. In my experience most principals
have developed a pretty good system for hiring new
classroom teachers. They have a team of go-to
instructional leaders to serve on the committee, a list of finely tuned questions to ask, and
enough gut instinct to know when they’ve found ‘the one.’ When it comes to hiring new
school librarians, however, the process is often a little less efficient. As you prepare to
interview and select candidates for this role, here’s what you do.”...


The Adventures of Library Girl, May 25


Mobile isn’t killing the desktop internet


Jack Marshall writes: “People are increasingly
accessing online content on mobile devices, but that
doesn’t mean the desktop is in decline. A theory
sometimes bandied about the media industry says
audiences are deserting desktops and ‘going mobile’
instead. But actually, data from online measurement
firms doesn’t seem to support that view, at least at the aggregate market level. Desktop
web usage isn’t dropping. In fact, it might be increasing.”...


Wall Street Journal: CMO Today, May 26


British Library: Libraries could outlast the internet


Roly Keating (right), director of the British Library, said he was
shocked at how many smart people still question whether libraries are
still viable in the digital age. Saying that libraries have countless
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values worth defending, including trust, he argued that libraries could
prove the most “powerful and resilient network yet.” “These values
predated the internet,” he said, “and if we get it right, may yet outlast
it.”...


The Telegraph (UK), May 25


An inclusive Summer Reading list for children and teens


Debbie Reese writes: “Are you looking for books to add to your
summer reading list? Ones written or illustrated by Native Americans
or people of color? Ones that include characters that are people of
color, with disabilities, or LGBTQ? This annotated list is divided into
three categories: picture books, middle grade, and young adult.
Though we didn’t compile the titles using a checklist, we ended up with
a list that includes contemporary and historical fiction.”...


American Indians in Children’s Literature, May 25; Crazy QuiltEdi, May
21


Get your galactic hot dogs


Allison Santos writes: “Cosmoe’s Weiner Getaway is the first book in a
three-part series called Galactic Hot Dogs, written by Max Brallier and
published by Aladdin. The book has taken off on Funbrain.com, a
popular gaming website for children that has been a launch pad for
some of the biggest blockbuster hits in children’s book publishing.
Other titles are gaining wider audiences due to their popularity on
Funbrain and its sister site Poptropica.”...


ALSC Blog, May 25


LC acquisition helps people see the Civil War in 3D


In the late 1850s, the Massachusetts writer Oliver
Wendell Holmes Sr. invented the hand-held
stereoscope, a contraption that allowed two slightly
different images to be viewed together three-
dimensionally. Photographers soon began trekking
out to exotic locales like Niagara Falls to shoot
stereoscopic images. Recently the Library of Congress purchased 540 of them from
Robin G. Stanford, an 87-year-old grandmother from Houston, Texas, who’s spent the
past four decades doggedly collecting them....


Hyperallergic, May 25
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Belmont Public Library for the Birds


Kelly Jensen writes: “What happens when a librarian
who spends her summers running a nonprofit literacy
program and her woodworking, bird-loving boyfriend
combine their passions? You get the Belmont Public
Library for the Birds. Rebecca Flowers and Kevin
Cwalina, of the Belmont neighborhood of
Charlottesville, Virginia, were inspired by a bird feeder created in Norway and themed
after a bar. The bird library was designed by Cwalina, with design help from Flowers, and
it’s located at a private residence. There is also a Twitter feed, Facebook page, and
YouTube channel.”...


BookRiot, May 19
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For daily ALA and library news, check the American Libraries website or subscribe to our
RSS feed.


Julie Todaro elected 2016–2017 ALA President


Julie Todaro (right), dean of library services at Austin (Tex.)
Community College, has been elected 2016–2017 president of the
American Library Association. Todaro received 2,899 votes, while her
opponents, Joseph Janes, associate professor at the University of
Washington Information School, received 2,877 votes; James LaRue,
CEO of LaRue and Associates in Castle Rock, Colorado, received
2,222 votes; and JP Porcaro, librarian for acquisitions and
technological discovery at the New Jersey City University’s Guarini
Library, received 2,121 votes. Todaro will serve as president-elect for one year before
stepping into her role as president at the close of the 2016 ALA Annual Conference in
Orlando....


AL: The Scoop, May 8


Court rules NSA data collection program is illegal


A three-judge panel of the US Court of Appeals for the
Second Circuit, based in New York, on May 7 ruled (PDF
file) that the National Security Agency’s collection of
millions of Americans’ phone records violates the USA
Patriot Act. It is the first appeals court to weigh in on a
controversial surveillance program that has divided
Congress and ignited a national debate over the proper scope of the government’s spy
powers. The court determined that the government stretched the meaning of the statute
to enable the vast collection of data from US phone companies on a daily basis without a
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warrant....


Washington Post, May 7; New York Times, May 7; Politico, May 7


ALA 2015 Virtual Membership Meeting


ALA members can make their voices heard on the
organization’s strategic direction and budget priorities
by sharing ideas and and offering suggestions during
the annual Virtual Membership Meeting on June 4. This
interactive online forum provides real-time access to ALA leaders and opportunities to
connect with colleagues about critical areas of ALA’s policy and advocacy work.
Registration is required. Resolutions must be submitted by May 28....


ALA Membership Development Office, May 5


Sponsored Content


The Oscars of the Audiobook World
The Audies, sponsored by the Audio Publishers Association (APA), is the United
States’ premier awards program recognizing distinction in audiobooks and spoken-
word entertainment across a variety of categories. The 20th Annual Audie Award
finalists, representing 30 categories, were announced on February 11. The 2015
winners will be recognized on May 28 in New York City at the Audie Awards Gala,
hosted by award-winning author Jack Gantos. Nominations were bestowed on over
160 titles from 36 unique publishers. Browse a selection of nominated works.


Annual Conference must-dos


Get amped for Annual! Check out these must-dos for the
ALA 2015 Annual Conference, San Francisco, June 25–
30, including a “focus on the future.” As community
centers and technology hubs, libraries are always
forward-focused. ALA’s Center for the Future of Libraries
presents various sessions concentrated on the Library of
the Future. Hear experts from Google, Steelcase, and
the Long Now Foundation discuss trends in libraries and the latest on innovative learning,
online search, and literacy. Need more inspiration? Look into these 10 books featuring
San Francisco....


American Libraries feature; The Guardian (UK), Mar. 7
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Kareem Abdul-Jabbar to keynote Carnegie Medals


In what’s shaping up to be an exciting literary event at ALA Annual
Conference in San Francisco, author and retired basketball player
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar will be the keynote speaker at the celebratory
2015 Andrew Carnegie Medals for Excellence award ceremony. The
event, held 8–10 p.m. on June 27 at the Hotel Nikko, will also include
the announcements of the two medal winners—one for fiction, one for
nonfiction....


Booklist, May 8


 


 


New York City libraries take a $10 million budget hit


New York City libraries took a $10 million hit in Mayor de Blasio’s
2016 budget. The three systems received $323 million—including
$5 million from the City Council—in operating funds in 2015, and
this year were only promised around $313 million. They also
didn’t get the combined $1.4 billion in capital funds they’d
requested for the next 10 years, although de Blasio pledged $300
million for their infrastructure needs, the largest capital
commitment ever. “The mayor’s proposed operating budget is a setback for libraries,”
said NYPL President Tony Marx (above)....


New York Daily News, May 8


Social workers and public libraries


Sara Zettervall writes: “The idea that librarians and
social workers have something to offer each other isn’t
new. Today, we’re living in what may become a golden
age of library–social work collaboration, as libraries
experiment with hosting and hiring social services staff,
as well as novel methods for reference services that go
beyond information provision. This is a perfect time to
reflect on how this trend can have a positive impact on
all libraries.”...


Public Libraries Online, May 5


Best practices to protect patron privacy in Library 2.0
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Michael Zimmer writes: “The move towards cloud
computing platforms in libraries threatens to disrupt norms
of patron privacy protection. Much of cloud computing is
based upon encouraging increased information flows and
the tracking, capturing, and aggregating of data about
users’ activities. Many librarians appear divided on how to
address this tension between preserving traditional librarian ethics and offering Library 2.0
services.”...


Choose Privacy Week, May 6


What every librarian should know about HTTPS


Jacob Hoffman-Andrews writes: “HTTPS, the secure
version of HTTP, encrypts all traffic between a web
browser and a server. The conventional wisdom of the 1990s was that HTTPS was only
necessary to protect credit card numbers and passwords. But that opinion has changed.
To celebrate ALA’s Choose Privacy Week, the Electronic Frontier Foundation offers five
recommendations for libraries.”...


Electronic Frontier Foundation, May 6


Free webinar on new Intellectual Freedom Manual


The new ninth edition of the Intellectual Freedom Manual, published
by ALA Editions, is fresh off the press. ALA’s Office for Intellectual
Freedom will present a free talk show–style webinar, “I.F. Live,”
featuring the manual’s editors and contributors, who will introduce
the revised manual and its new and useful features for practicing
librarians, on May 12. Attendees will receive a code to purchase the
manual at a discounted price....


Office for Intellectual Freedom, May 5


How to fix almost any computer glitch yourself


David Nield writes: “Knowing the difference between HDMI and
USB qualifies me as the local tech expert, so folks often invite
me around to fix their computer problems. I’ll let you into a little
secret, though: Most of the time, I’m not doing anything all that
impressive or magical. Troubleshooting basic computer
problems is actually pretty straightforward.”...


Gizmodo, May 5


The 101 best crime novels of the past decade


Monica Bertz writes: “Every year in the May 1 issue, our Mystery
Showcase, Booklist compiles the 10 best adult crime novels reviewed
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over the previous 12 months. As a special treat, we’ve collected all of
these titles from the past decade, spanning 2006–2015, in this post.
That makes for 101 novels that will keep you reading into the next year,
or at least until August. For example, Shovel Ready, by Adam
Sternbergh: This galvanizing debut thriller boasts a compelling
antiheroic protagonist—a garbage collector turned hit man—and a
vividly evoked landscape in which Manhattan is reeling from a dirty bomb.”...


The Booklist Reader, May 6
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RSS feed.


Library advocates converge on Washington


Jazzy Wright writes: “Hundreds of library supporters
gathered in Washington, D.C., on May 4 and 5 to
discuss library issues with members of Congress
during the ALA’s 41st annual National Library
Legislative Day. In a series of meetings, advocates
urged their congressional representatives to fund the
Library Services and Technology Act and to support programs that provide school
libraries with needed funds for materials.”...


AL: The Scoop, May 11


Executive Director’s Message: The advocacy continuum


ALA Executive Director Keith Michael Fiels writes: “Over the last year
and a half, we have been talking a lot with ALA members about
advocacy and the strategic direction of the Association for the coming
years. In dozens of kitchen-table conversations, chapter forums, virtual
town hall meetings; in conversations with divisions, round tables,
committees, and affiliates; and in discussions with Council and the
ALA-wide Planning and Budget Assembly, we have asked members to
talk about their aspirations and vision for advocacy.”...


American Libraries column, May
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Tween advisory boards


Jennifer Goforth Gregory writes: “At a recent meeting
of the Richland Library tween advisory board in
Columbia, South Carolina, the children were asked to
brainstorm about the new tween space being built.
Even the impractical ideas, such as implementing a
food court and a Ferris wheel, gave librarians insight
into what the kids wanted from their space.”...


American Libraries feature


Obama chooses Chicago’s South Side for his library


President Barack Obama has decided to build his
presidential library on the South Side of Chicago, where
his political career began. The Barack Obama Foundation
announced in a May 12 news release that the library will
be erected on park land that was proposed for the site by
the University of Chicago. The site was selected over bids
made by Columbia University in New York, the University
of Hawaii, and the University of Illinois at Chicago. One remaining question is how the
foundation will select between two properties near campus, Washington Park or Jackson
Park....


Associated Press, May 12; Barack Obama Foundation, May 12


2014 Bram Stoker Awards


The Horror Writers Association announced the winners of the 2014
Bram Stoker Awards in Atlanta on May 9. The winners included Blood
Kin by Steve Rasnic Tem (Solaris Books) for superior achievement in a
novel, Phoenix Island by John Dixon (Simon & Schuster) for superior
achievement in a YA novel, Bad Blood by Jonathan Maberry (Dark
Horse Books) for superior achievement in a graphic novel; and
Shooting Yourself in the Head for Fun and Profit: A Writer’s Survival
Guide by Lucy A. Snyder (Post Mortem Press) for superior
achievement in nonfiction....


Horror Writers Association, May 9


Diversity in crime fiction
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Rachel Howzell Hall writes: “If you’re a writer of color and you attend
Bouchercon, Malice Domestic, or any of the writing conferences, you
already know that there are more robots on Mars than there are
colored folks in the banquet room. Weird because the mystery genre
has always been a great equalizer: You can’t get more equal than
dead. And mystery writers are the ones who call out social ills and
inequities. But when it comes to diversity in the real-life room? Yeah,
we have a problem.”....


The Life Sentence, May 11


 


 


Will traditional science journals disappear?


Dorothy Bishop writes: “The Royal Society has been
celebrating the 350th anniversary of its Philosophical
Transactions, the world’s first scientific journal, by
holding a series of meetings on the future of scholarly
scientific publishing. The session got me thinking
about what kind of future I would like to see. What I
came up with was radically different from our current
publishing model and involves a web-based platform run by scientists themselves.”...


The Guardian (UK), May 12; The Royal Society


Now lending at NCSU: The Apple Watch


Known for its role on North Carolina State’s campus as
a technology incubator, the NCSU Libraries lent its first
Apple Watch May 7 to Rubia Arfeen, a senior in
Biological Sciences. When asked about the libraries’
interest in lending Apple Watches, Associate Head of
User Experience David Woodbury simply explained
that “the students asked us to, and it is our goal to
respond, in student-time, to their interests and research needs.”...


North Carolina State University, May 8


New social network for Makers


Sarah Buhr writes: “There are Maker Media,
MakerCon, MakerShed, Make: magazine, and 131
Maker Faire events that take place throughout the
world. Now the founders of all these Makers want a
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way to connect what they refer to as the ‘maker
movement’ online. So Maker Media created a
Facebook-like social network called MakerSpace that connects the participants of Maker
Faire in one online community.”...


TechCrunch, May 12


Are you doing enough to prevent link rot?


Ernie Smith writes: “Are the owners of content doing
enough to keep it in place? Nonprofit organizations,
particularly those with interests in research and
academic knowledge, should be mindful of the
technical needs of their underlying content as well as the effects that a redesign can have
on a URL structure. Content preservation requires resources, time commitment, and
prioritization. But the sooner you create a structure for your information that is flexible and
lasting, the easier these changes will be to make down the road.”...


Associations Now, May 12


The Comic Connector links educators and comics creators


The Comic Book Legal Defense Fund just announced its
new tool, the Comics Connector, a resource for
educators and librarians to help them find comics
professionals willing to speak with students and others.
The service helps increase the access that librarians
and educators have to people in the comics industry,
and it may help to introduce comics to more people....


Comics Alliance, May 8; Comic Book Legal Defense Fund


She Reads, He Reads: True crime


Kaite Mediatore Stover writes: “Some might say that women aren’t as
driven to violent crime as men. Then again, we just might be, well,
better at getting away with it. Either way, here’s a review of a few of
history’s most lethal ladies. How can you not start with Bonnie Parker?
” David Wright writes: “If you’re ever in Paris, watch your wallet. The
City of Light boasts no better exhibit of living history than pickpockets,
and one can easily imagine these kids working alongside the artful
dodger in Dickens’s London, or teaming up with George Appo in the
bustling streets of Gilded Age New York.”...


Booklist Online, May 1
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Study break books


Carly Pansulla writes: “What do you read when you don’t really have
time to be reading at all, but you absolutely must get a little escape in,
if you have any hope of staying motivated long enough to cover
everything you’ve still got to do? Unless you are a reader with very
good self-discipline, novels are probably out; page count matters when
you’re on a deadline. Shortish graphic novels and short story
collections are what we need when time is at a premium—short
enough that we emerge from our work respite refreshed and ready to
dive back into the task at hand. Here are some suggestions.”...


YALSA The Hub, May 12
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For daily ALA and library news, check the American Libraries website or subscribe to our
RSS feed.


The future of library services to teens


The need to bring the real and the academic worlds
together underscores the importance of the work that
YALSA has done related to the future of library services
for and with teens. In January 2014, YALSA released
The Future of Library Services for and with Teens: A
Call to Action (PDF file). The report is the culmination
of a project funded by the Institute of Museum and
Library Services and spearheaded by YALSA’s National Forum on Libraries and Teens....


American Libraries feature


Youth Matters: Listen first


Linda W. Braun writes: “I recently attended a meeting of community-
based organizations that provide college preparedness support to
youth and families. It was the first time I went to one of their meetings.
During the two or so hours, I hardly spoke. That didn’t mean I wasn’t
engaged or informed about the topics discussed; that wasn’t the case
at all. But I went into the meeting room thinking, ‘I really need to hear
what people are saying in order to figure out what the library’s role
should be in this area.’”...


American Libraries column, May
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Silicon Valley donates tech to Ferguson, Baltimore libraries


Public libraries that provided a quiet refuge from civil unrest in
Ferguson, Missouri, and Baltimore are about to receive a small
bounty from Silicon Valley. Venture capitalist Marc Andreessen and
his wife, philanthropist and educator Laura Arrillaga-Andreessen,
have teamed up with Hewlett-Packard to donate nearly $170,000
worth of computers, printers, and other equipment. The couple says
they were moved by the “individual acts of heroism” of library
staffers....


USA Today, May 20


Minnesota changes its state seed law


The seed library operating out of the Duluth (Minn.)
Public Library is back in business the way it fully
intended to be when it first started. On May 19, both
the Minnesota House and Senate passed omnibus
agriculture policy bills containing identical language
that would allow seed libraries to operate without fear
of legal reprisal. In 2014, the Minnesota Department of Agriculture flagged the program,
citing it for dealing in seeds without a license....


KQDS-TV, Duluth, Minn., May 20; Duluth News Tribune, May 15


 


 


Reflections of a retiring school librarian


Kathy Kaldenberg writes: “A year ago I told my supervisor,
Matt Townsley, that I planned to retire at the end of the
2015 school year. During the last 12 months, I’ve had
time to reflect on my 37-year career and my 12 years at
Solon (Iowa) Community School District, my first and only
experience in a school library setting. I’ve gotten a lot of
positive feedback from my administration, staff,
colleagues, and even our local media, but maybe
surprisingly, I’ve thought a lot more about what I didn’t do than what I did do.”...
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SCSD Media Services: Making Connections, Apr. 20


Outdoor fun between Annual Conference sessions


Susy Moorhead writes: “Sometimes you just need a
break from the hubbub of Annual Conference, and
somewhere outside is often a perfect fit. Here are my
suggestions for some places to go right around the
Moscone Center when you need to take a walk
outdoors or get some fresh air between programs, for
lunch, or before or after your day.”...


YALSA Blog, May 22


 


 


On patron data and library data


Christopher Harris writes: “To help frame my
understanding of the discussion about patron privacy,
I wanted to spend a bit more time considering the
idea of three spheres of data: patron data, library
data, and the potential intersection of patron and
library data. For librarians, patron data remains
sacrosanct; it will only be collected, stored, and
evaluated following a specific opt-in process. Library
data, however, is available for ethical and responsible use within the library with no
patron approval.”...


Medium, May 21


30 Google Drive tips


Eric Griffith writes: “After almost a decade, Google Drive
has come a long way. Anyone with a Google account gets
instant access to the tools. Businesses, schools, and
nonprofits have the option of using Google Apps, a version
of Google Drive with all the storage and tools, plus
integration of Gmail, Calendar, and Sites under their own
domain name. It pays to know more than just the basics,
so that’s why we’ve put together these 30 tips for you on
how to get the most out of Google Drive.”...


PC Magazine, May 20
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How to use your iPhone to shoot professional movies


Chris Stobing writes: “Making movies on your smartphone has
always been simple, but more often than not you can expect that
the quality will suffer because of shaky images, out-of-focus
lenses, and poor sound quality. Now all that can change with the
help of some unique hardware and cleverly designed software that
make it easier than ever to create studio-quality movies with
nothing more than the iPhone in your pocket.”...


How-To Geek, May 21


22 imaginative and twisted genre books by women


Sarah Seltzer writes: “Potboilers, fantasy lands, murders, noir
triumphs, supernatural creatures, and the twisted and dark
imaginations that devise them are not a male-only literary province.
Since Mary Shelley imagined Frankenstein, women have been
creating genre fiction alongside men, playing with vampires, dragons,
detectives, unreliable narrators, and denizens of outer space. So pack
some of these classic genre novels by women in your canvas tote and
enjoy reading them this summer.”...


Flavorwire, Apr. 28, May 21


Historic New York City photos


OldNYC provides an alternative way of browsing the
New York Public Library’s incredible “Photographic
Views of New York City, 1870s–1970s” collection. Its
goal is to help you discover the history behind the
places New Yorkers see every day. The images all
come from the library’s Milstein Collection. The majority
of the images are the work of Percy Loomis Sperr. The
OldNYC site was geocoded and built by Dan
Vanderkam....


OldNYC


Volumes of Blood in the library


Even the local library isn’t safe any more thanks to the
new multistory fright feature Volumes of Blood, which
is currently making the festival rounds. Watch the
trailer (2:19). Five tales of dread are interwoven when
a sociology student gathers several of his friends on
Halloween night at the local library to help him create
a new urban legend with deadly consequences.
Filmed at Daviess County (Ky.) Public Library....
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Fangoria, May 18; YouTube, Apr. 2, May 7


You might be a librarian if . . .


Rednecks have had Jeff Foxworthy calling them
out and identifying them for years. It’s time
librarians had their moment in the sun. If you can
relate to any of these activities, you might be a librarian. If you can relate to any of them
and you aren’t a librarian, maybe you should be. You might be a librarian if . . . it’s your
fault the internet is slow....


MakingItHappen.us, May 20
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For daily ALA and library news, check the American Libraries website or subscribe to our
RSS feed.


Obama announces Open eBooks initiative and ConnectED
Library Challenge


Linking reading to technology, the White House
marshaled major book publishers to provide more than
$250 million in free ebooks to low-income students
and is seeking commitments from local governments
and schools to ensure that every student has a library
card. President Barack Obama announced the two
initiatives April 30 at the Anacostia Neighborhood branch of the DC Public Library. ALA
President Courtney Young released a statement regarding the ConnectED Library
Challenge initiative to ensure that all school students receive public library cards through
their schools....


Institute of Museum and Library Services, Apr. 30; White House, Apr. 30; ALA Office of
Government Relations, Apr. 30


Enoch Pratt stays open during unrest in Baltimore


Eyes around the world have been focused on the city
of Baltimore, where the death of 25-year-old Freddie
Gray while in police custody sparked massive protests
against police brutality, some turning violent. At the
epicenter of the protests is the Pennsylvania Avenue
branch of Baltimore’s Enoch Pratt Free Library, just
across the street from the CVS drugstore that burned while being looted on April 27.



http://www.apa.org/pubs/books/institutions/handbooks.aspx?utm_source=al_direct&utm_medium=display_email&utm_content=march&utm_campaign=fulltext

http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/

http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/feed/

https://www.facebook.com/amlibraries

https://twitter.com/amlibraries

http://www.pinterest.com/amlibraries/

https://www.youtube.com/user/AmLibraryAssociation

http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/rss.xml

http://www.imls.gov/president_obama_announces_open_ebooks_and_connected_library_challenge.aspx

http://www.imls.gov/president_obama_announces_open_ebooks_and_connected_library_challenge.aspx

https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2015/04/30/fact-sheet-spreading-joy-reading-more-children-and-young-adults

https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2015/04/30/fact-sheet-spreading-joy-reading-more-children-and-young-adults

http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2015/04/ala-welcomes-white-house-s-connected-library-challenge

http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blogs/the-scoop/qa-carla-hayden-baltimore/

http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blogs/the-scoop/qa-carla-hayden-baltimore/





AL Direct, May 1, 2015


http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2015/may/050115-2.htm[6/25/2015 9:36:27 AM]


Through it all, the library stayed open, a decision that has received much attention and
praise. Pratt Library CEO and former ALA President (2003–2004) Carla Hayden (above)
talked to American Libraries May 1....


AL: The Scoop, May 1


Choose Privacy Week: Who’s reading the reader?


Michael Robinson writes: “It feels like online privacy
has taken a step closer to center stage in libraryland
in 2015. For years, a number of librarians have been
advocating that libraries and the ecology of vendors
and publishers they do business with need to do a
better job of protecting the online privacy of our patrons. We will hear again from some of
them in this year’s fantastic series of blog posts for Choose Privacy Week.”....


OIF Blog, Apr. 30


Sponsored Content


The Oscars of the Audiobook World
The Audies, sponsored by the Audio Publishers Association (APA), is the United
States’ premier awards program recognizing distinction in audiobooks and spoken-
word entertainment across a variety of categories. The 20th Annual Audie Award
finalists, representing 30 categories, were announced on February 11. The 2015
winners will be recognized on May 28 in New York City at the Audie Awards Gala,
hosted by award-winning author Jack Gantos. Nominations were bestowed on over
160 titles from 36 unique publishers. Browse a selection of nominated works.


ACRL releases Meaningful Metrics


ACRL has released Meaningful Metrics: A 21st Century Librarian’s
Guide to Bibliometrics, Altmetrics, and Research Impact by Robin Chin
Roemer and Rachel Borchardt. This activity-filled book serves to
introduce readers to the fast-paced world of research metrics from the
perspective of academic librarians and LIS practitioners. It begins with
the essential histories of bibliometrics and altmetrics, and continues
with in-depth descriptions of the core tools and emerging issues at
stake in the future of both fields....


ACRL Insider, Apr. 30
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Chicago chosen for Obama Presidential Library


President Obama is poised to announce that he has
chosen to locate his future presidential library in the south
side of Chicago, according to an individual briefed on the
decision. The decision to accept the University of
Chicago’s bid to host the library would end months of
speculation over where Obama would seek to establish
his post-presidential legacy. Columbia University, the
University of Hawaii, and the University of Illinois at Chicago were other candidates....


Washington Post, May 1


NYPL enlists Judy Blume in call for library funding


The New York Public Library has enlisted author Judy Blume (right) to
encourage its patrons to push Mayor Bill de Blasio and the city council
to allocate more funding toward city libraries. On April 29, patrons
received an email with the subject line “Are you there Mr. Mayor? It’s
Me, Judy Blume.” Praising librarians as “heroes,” she writes that $65
million in annual operating funds for city libraries have been cut since
2008....


Capital New York, Apr. 29


 


 


Brunswick County keeps Absolutely True Diary


Maren Williams writes: “Victory by default in Brunswick County, North
Carolina. About a week after local resident Frankie Wood challenged
Sherman Alexie’s The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian at
the second school in as many years, the principal informed her that
the challenge would not be considered due to a district policy limiting
how often the same book can be targeted. Wood spent several
months in 2014 fighting to have the book removed from the library and
curriculum at Cedar Grove Middle School. Her appeal to the school
board resulted in a decision to restrict access to the book in the library
by requiring students to have parental permission to read it.”...


Comic Book Legal Defense Fund, Apr. 30; Sept. 12, 2014; Wilmington (N.C.) Star-News,
Apr. 28


2015 Edgar Allan Poe Awards
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Mystery Writers of America announced the winners of its 2015 Edgar
Allan Poe Awards, honoring the best in mystery fiction, nonfiction, and
television published or produced in 2014. In the Best Novel category,
the winner was Mr. Mercedes by Stephen King (Scribner). In True
Crime, the winner was Tinseltown: Murder, Morphine, and Madness at
the Dawn of Hollywood by William J. Mann (HarperCollins). The Best
First Novel by an American Author was Dry Bones in the Valley by
Tom Bouman (W. W. Norton)....


Mystery Writers of America, Apr. 29


May 2 is Free Comic Book Day


Jeffrey L. Wilson writes: “May 2 is Free Comic Book Day.
The annual celebration is designed to introduce potential
new readers to the joy of comic books, while
simultaneously enticing lapsed readers to come back to
the fold. On Free Comic Book Day, comic shops distribute
select books to anyone who walks through their doors—
free of charge. But how do you find a local comic book
store?”...


PC Magazine, May 1


Librarians create comic book about childhood obesity


A new 66-page comic book imagined by two medical
librarians at Louisiana State University Health
Shreveport will help kindergarteners and first graders
better understand obesity. Talicia Tarver’s The
Amazing Captain Fit is a story about a boy who wants
to be a superhero but lacks healthy eating habits. This
was Tarver’s first effort in writing a comic book. She
sketched out the characters with her colleague Deidra Woodson who also edited the
book....


Red River Radio, Shreveport, La., Apr. 29


Tower Hamlets Teen Booklist for 2015


The Teen Booklist for 2015 has just been released by
the Tower Hamlets Schools Library Services. The list
contains brief reviews of 40 multicultural and enticing
titles that offer a spectrum of styles, substance,
content, and characters. The Tower Hamlets Must
Read Booklist, for tweens 9–11 years old, is also available....


Tower Hamlets Schools (London) Library Services, May 1
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In Practice: Making for STEM success


Meredith Farkas writes: “Libraries don’t necessarily need to
invest in expensive tools like 3D printers and laser cutters
to promote STEM. Tools like Makey Makey, Squishy
Circuits, Cubelets, and Raspberry Pi are affordable options
to get kids creating and programming robots, game
controllers, and other cool technologies. They are also
accessible to librarians with a small amount of tech savvy
and the ability to search the web.”...


American Libraries column, May


Supporting the USA Freedom Act of 2015


Adam Eisgrau writes: “Not all civil liberties advocates are
pushing for passage of this year’s version of the USA
Freedom Act. The ACLU and the Electronic Frontier
Foundation, while not urging members of Congress to
vote against H.R. 2048, are urging them to take other
measures. These views by respected long-time ALA
allies have caused some to ask why ALA is actively
urging its members and the public to work for passage of H.R. 2048. The answer is found
in four words: policy, politics, permanence, and perseverance.”...


District Dispatch, May 15; The Hill, May 5
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Sponsored Content


The Oscars of the Audiobook World
The Audies, sponsored by the Audio Publishers Association (APA), is the United
States’ premier awards program recognizing distinction in audiobooks and spoken-
word entertainment across a variety of categories. The 20th Annual Audie Award
finalists, representing 30 categories, were announced on February 11. The 2015
winners will be recognized on May 28 in New York City at the Audie Awards Gala,
hosted by award-winning author Jack Gantos. Nominations were bestowed on over
160 titles from 36 unique publishers. Browse a selection of nominated works.


Shifting gears: Rochester’s BookBike


In April, Rochester (Minn.) Public Library launched the
BookBike outreach program. RPL’s BookBike, a little
library on wheels, will visit locations within a one-mile
radius of the downtown library this spring, summer, and
fall. Pulled by library staff on bicycles, the BookBike offers
library books, library cards, program information,
assistance with digital materials, bike trail maps, and fun
incentives for kids....


ALSC Blog, May 19


Rare book experts join forces to stop thefts


Thefts of rare books, maps, and manuscripts from
national libraries have sparked such alarm that
international experts are joining forces to stop any further
vandalism to the world’s cultural heritage. Lawyers,
librarians, booksellers, and auctioneers will descend on
the British Library on June 26 for a major conference
whose title, “The Written Heritage of Mankind in Peril,”
conveys the seriousness of the problem....


The Guardian (UK), May 17
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Laura Bush Foundation grants


Former First Lady Laura Bush visited Blackshear
Elementary Fine Arts Academy in Austin, Texas, on May
18 to announce the 2015 library grants from the Laura
Bush Foundation for America’s Libraries. More than
$875,000 is being distributed to 131 school libraries
across the country. This includes the eight middle
schools that each received a $7,000 library grant last October as a part of the George W.
Bush Institute’s Middle School Matters program....


George W. Bush Presidential Center, May 18


ALA Diversity and Outreach Fair


This year’s ALA Diversity and Outreach Fair, on June 27
in the Exhibits Special Events Area at the 2015 ALA
Annual Conference in San Francisco, will highlight
innovations in library services to people experiencing
poverty and homelessness. Additionally, two task forces
of the Social Responsibilities Round Table have joined
forces with a wide array of member groups and the San
Francisco Public Library to coordinate a book drive that benefits several Bay Area
community organizations....


Office for Diversity, Literacy, and Outreach Services, May 18


 


 


Library homework help: What works, what doesn’t


Jim Lynch writes: “According to the 2013 Digital
Inclusion Survey, almost all US public libraries now
offer online and in-person homework assistance.
There are two commercial tutoring services in use by
libraries currently. Several libraries, such as the
Delaware and Los Angeles library systems, use
Tutor.com’s Live Homework Help. The other main commercial service is Brainfuse
HelpNow, which is used by the Seattle and San Diego library systems.”...
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TechSoup for Libraries, May 18


Let the kids learn through play


David Kohn writes: “In many schools, formal education
now starts at age 4 or 5. Without this early start, the
thinking goes, kids risk falling behind in crucial subjects
such as reading and math, and may never catch up. But
a growing group of scientists and educators say there is
little evidence that this approach improves long-term
achievement; in fact, it may have the opposite effect,
potentially slowing emotional and cognitive development, causing unnecessary stress,
and even souring kids’ desire to learn.”...


New York Times, May 16


16 top resources for coding in the classroom


Joy Nelson writes: “As cool as technology is, its
intricacies and inner workings are sometimes
intimidating, especially for young people. However,
when students get past that obstacle and see the value
of computer science—specifically coding—they gain a
broadened perspective and the potential for a rewarding
career in the tech field. These 16 resources will help
you teach your students the basics of coding and
provide tips on how to keep them interested.”...


Edudemic, May 18


The top 10 mechanical keyboards


John Burek writes: “All keyboards are mechanical, in
a sense. The term ‘mechanical,’ though, has a
particular meaning when it’s applied to desktop
computer keyboards. And among some folks in the
know, the mere mention of it triggers a drool reflex. A
keyboard with a mechanical key switch contains springs, levers, and more robust
construction. Today’s mechanical keyboards fall into two basic classes: for gaming and
for productivity.”...


Computer Shopper, May 18


Best SF/fantasy titles for 2015


Brad Hooper writes: “The wide range of time, place, and theme within
the science-fiction and fantasy genres is well evidenced in the
following outstanding examples reviewed in Booklist between May 15,
2014, and May 1, 2015. For example, The Fire Sermon by Francesca
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Haig: Fans of dystopian fiction will appreciate this adventure-filled yet
character-focused tale that offers hope and explores the moral
complexities involved in defeating an oppressive and backward
government.”...


Booklist Online, May 15
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Library Systems Report, 2015


Marshall Breeding writes: “Tied to the economy of
libraries, the vendors that make up the library
technology industry support a stable but highly
constrained economic sector, with global
opportunities. Library budgets may never recover to
pre-recession levels, fueling interest in technology to
improve their efficiency and the impact of collection resources. Products able to deliver
efficiency, innovation, and excellent user experience are especially well-positioned in this
phase of the history of the industry.”...


American Libraries feature


National Library Legislative Day, May 4–5


May 4–5 marks ALA’s National Library Legislative Day,
the annual event when hundreds of library supporters
from across the country meet in Washington, D.C., with
their members of Congress to advocate for library funding.
Former Senator Byron Dorgan (D-N.Dak., right)
jumpstarted the event by discussing the importance of
constituent advocacy at the opening briefing. On May 5,
Virtual Library Legislative Day, you can take action and let your voice be heard. ALSC’s
Advocacy and Legislation Committee has developed resources so you can contact
congressional leaders from home....
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ALA Office of Government Relations, May 4; ALSC


 


 


Choose Privacy Week, May 1–7


Libraries and schools around the country are observing
Choose Privacy Week 2015, May 1–7, with a variety of
activities. Here is a sampling of what libraries are doing.
The Choose Privacy Week blog offers important
information on “anonymous” aggregated data, the virtues
of encyption, patron privacy in discovery services, and
strong passwords....


Choose Privacy Week, May 1–5


Louisiana sheriff’s department helps return rare books


Terrebonne Parish (La.) Sheriff’s Sergeant Michael Morrison
helped investigators with the Smithsonian Institution find two
stolen rare books, Charles Lucien Bonaparte’s Sulla
seconda edizione del Regno animale del Barone Cuvier:
Osservazioni, and William Woods’s Birds of Connecticut. In
2011, Morrison responded to a 911 call from an intoxicated
woman who claimed she knew the alleged thief of the
books. A four-year investigation eventually helped return the
books to their rightful place, the National Museum of Natural
History in Washington, D.C....


Thibodaux (La.) Daily Comet, Apr. 29


Voters approve new tax for New Orleans Public Library


On May 2, New Orleans voters overwhelmingly
approved a measure to raise property taxes to provide
more money for the struggling New Orleans Public
Library system. The request for a 25-year, 2.5-mill tax
that would raise $8.25 million annually for the library
system—money that city and library officials say is
necessary for the system to continue operating—
cruised to an easy victory, with about 75% of voters in favor....


New Orleans Advocate, May 4


Oldest Ten Commandments on display in Israel
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The world’s oldest complete copy of the Ten Commandments is
going on rare display at Jerusalem’s Israel Museum in an exhibit
tracing civilization’s most pivotal moments. A 2,000-year-old Dead
Sea Scroll, All Souls Deuteronomy, from a collection of the world’s
most ancient biblical manuscripts, has never before been publicly
displayed in Israel and has only been shown in brief exhibits
abroad....


Associated Press, May 5


 


 


10 ways to make your Summer Reading program inclusive


Jordan Boaz writes: “Youth services library staff have
summer reading on the brain this time of year. My
library is always looking for ways to make our
Summer Reading program as accessible and
inclusive as possible. Renee Grassi’s post inspired
me to create this list. For example, for patrons seeking
sensory experiences while reading, look into having volunteers create tactile books. This
can even be a craft program during the summer so that kids can create their own original
books to interact with.”...


ALSC Blog, Apr. 3, May 2


Libraries and the management mindset


Steve Denning writes: “For several decades, libraries
have made significant efforts to make themselves
relevant to the computer age with elaborate efforts to
computerize services and develop new technology.
Will this effort pay off? To answer that question, we
need to recognize that the computer age is not
fundamentally about computerization. The computer age is about the change in
management mindset enabled by computerization.”...


Forbes, Apr. 28


How to soothe digital eyestrain


Amy-Mae Elliott writes: “Nearly four in 10 millennials or
one-third of Gen Xers that spend at least nine hours on
a digital device each day are putting the health of their
eyes at serious risk. A recent study (PDF file) from the
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Vision Council suggests that 68% of millennials report
suffering from the effects of digital eyestrain. For most
of us, looking at screens throughout the day is utterly unavoidable. So what can we do to
protect our eyes?”...


Mashable, May 5; 2015 Digital Eye Strain Report


Secrets of the Windows control panel


Eric Griffith writes: “With the Windows control panel,
you can add or remove software and hardware,
administer user accounts, take care of your security
settings, and change how Windows looks and acts.
It’s powerful stuff. And scary for non-techies.
Consider this a quick-and-dirty intro to some of the
less obvious things you should know about accessing the Control Panel—which is, really,
just a virtual folder full of applets in a single location within Windows.”...


PC Magazine, May 5


Top 10 crime fiction for youth


Sarah Hunter writes: “From lost toys to murder, the mysteries in this
year’s top 10 crime fiction for youth, reviewed in Booklist between May
1, 2014, and April 15, 2015, are no match for the deductive skills of
these crackerjack sleuths. For example, Carl Hiaasen’s Skink: No
Surrender: When Richard’s missing cousin, Malley, drops a clue about
spotting a rare bird, he knows she’s in danger. With the help of Skink, a
character from the author’s adult fiction, Richard careens around Florida
to track down his cousin.”...


Booklist Online, May 1
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House votes to end NSA data collection


The House of Representatives on May 13 approved
legislation 338–88 to end the federal government’s
bulk collection of phone records. Under the USA
Freedom Act, the Patriot Act would be changed to
prohibit collection by the National Security Agency of
metadata from telephone calls made by Americans.
However, while the House version of the bill would take the government out of the
collection business, it would still have access to the information. The ALA Washington
Office issued a statement supporting the USA Freedom Act and, as the bill shifts to the
Senate for passage, called for voters to demand from their Senators that the act be
passed without being weakened....


New York Times, May 13; Electronic Frontier Foundation, May 13; ALA Office of
Government Relations, May 13; District Dispatch, May 14


Marketing in the real world


Ben Bizzle and Maria Flora write: “Libraries are often willing to pay
upwards of 95% of their annual budgets for staffing and materials,
while allocating no funds for marketing. Some of that money should be
shifted to help the community become more aware of the library’s
value. Social media is a cost-effective marketing tool, but libraries
should still market in traditional media. Social media is not intended to
replace real-world marketing altogether.”...
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American Libraries feature


 


 


Learning to code


Andromeda Yelton (right) writes: “For my Library Technology Report,
I reached out to the LITA-L, Code4Lib, and LibTechWomen
discussion lists, as well as my own network, to survey librarians on
how they use code in their jobs. I looked for people who are not
primarily developers and who could share examples of short scripts. I
also asked for recommendations and resources on learning to code
and found common themes. Here are their suggestions.”...


American Libraries column, May


Brewster Kahle to discuss digital preservation


Internet Archive founder and digital librarian Brewster
Kahle (right) will appear at the 2015 ALA Annual
Conference in San Francisco and discuss the
challenges of preserving modern materials for each
media type. The interactive session, titled “Building
Libraries Together,” will take place on June 27. Other
issues-related sessions hosted by the ALA
Washington office include online privacy, 3D printing, ebook lending, copyright trends,
innovative veteran services, digital reading habits, and library hacker spaces....


ALA Washington Office, May 13–14


 


 


An artist writing project from Grin City
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Short poems, essays, and pieces of fiction are going
on display at 13 libraries across Iowa. It’s a project
designed to connect the public to literature from a
collective of artists known as Grin City. Recently, the
sound of squeegees pressing white vinyl block letters
on a window interrupts the silence at the Coralville
Public Library. Four members of Grin City have
traveled from a 320-acre farm north of Grinnell to install an excerpt from an essay written
by Kevin Hayworth....


Iowa Public Radio, May 13


A literary map of San Francisco


John McMurtrie writes: “This interactive literary map
of San Francisco celebrates the region’s storied past
and tracks its ever-evolving present with
descriptions and locations of independent
booksellers, a compilation of roughly 300 Bay Area
authors, dozens of landmarks, and writers’ passages
about places that fired their imagination.”...


San Francisco Chronicle


 


 


Two rare volumes returned to Farmington Library


The Farmington (Conn.) Library, founded in 1795, was
in for an unexpected surprise when local historian
Betty Coykendall delivered two long-missing volumes.
The books, volumes 2 and 3 of John Gillies’s The
History of Ancient Greece, were published in Dublin in
1786 and are part of the library’s original collection.
The books will now be stored in locked cases inside
the library’s Farmington Room. Librarians plan to look for volume 1 to complete the
collection....


WVIT-TV, New Britain, Conn., May 13


SCASL: Good school libraries affect test scores


A study released May 12 by the South Carolina
Association of School Librarians shows that the more
emphasis is put on school libraries, the better scores
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students receive on standardized tests. According to
University of South Carolina Professor Karen Gavigan
(right), the five areas of importance are the presence
of librarians and library support staff, instructional
collaboration between librarians and teachers, traditional and digital collections, library
expenditures, and access to computers....


WLTX-TV, Columbia, S.C., May 12


Reincarnating the research article


Daniel Shanahan writes: “The research article as we
know it has been around, in one form or another, for
over 300 years. It is time to move beyond the now-
obsolete print model and truly embrace the freedom
that online publication offers us, moving towards an
evolving document. Online publication provides us
with a freedom that was not seen in the print era, with the ability to update, amend, and
extend the document, as well as link directly to other articles and data.”...


The Impact Blog, May 13


How to livestream video from your mobile device


Chris Stobing writes: “Though you might not know it yet,
there’s a livestreaming revolution brewing just around the
corner. As social media juggernauts like Twitter look past
prerecorded video and into the world of ‘live as it
happens’ streams, the apps that make it possible for
users to instantly get moving images off their phones and
into the ether are starting to flood in. Here’s our list of the
best apps you can use to show the world your point of view in realtime.”...


How-To Geek, May 15


The best web hosting services for 2015


Fahmida Y. Rashid and Jeffrey L. Wilson write:
“Every organization, even if it only has one
employee, needs a website. The first step is to find a
web hosting service, the company that will store your
files on its servers. The tricky part? Web hosts are all
different, offering varying amounts of monthly data
transfers, storage capacity, email, and payment plans. These services also offer shared
hosting plans, virtual private server hosting plans, dedicated hosting plans, and managed
WordPress hosting plans.”...
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PC Magazine, May 12


Six tips for authors planning a library visit


If an author wants to build a lasting readership—and the enduring
career that comes with it—libraries are the keys to the kingdom.
There’s no better way to begin a relationship with a library and its
patrons than by making a personal appearance at one. How do you
do it as a rookie author? Here are some tips from award-winning
crime author Brad Parks (right)....


The Booklist Reader, May 12
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American Library Association • May 29, 2015
 


For daily ALA and library news, check the American Libraries website or subscribe to our
RSS feed.


2015 Annual Conference preview


ALA’s Annual Conference and Exhibition makes its
long-awaited return to San Francisco, June 25–30. In
addition to coming back to the popular venue for the
first time since 2001, the conference will offer librarians
a host of professional development opportunities and
new ideas to help shape the future of libraries....


American Libraries feature


Dining in the Golden City


Jennifer Bush writes: “With more than 3,500
restaurants within its seven square miles, San
Francisco has more dining establishments per capita
than any other US city—and a heck of a lot of
competition. I’ve included can’t-miss favorites from a
range of cuisines, prices, and neighborhoods. Some
are brand new but already earning coveted foodie
awards; others have been around forever for a reason.”...


American Libraries feature


Sponsored Content
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The Oscars of the Audiobook World
The Audies, sponsored by the Audio Publishers Association (APA), is the United
States’ premier awards program recognizing distinction in audiobooks and spoken-
word entertainment across a variety of categories. The 20th Annual Audie Award
finalists, representing 30 categories, were announced on February 11. The 2015
winners were recognized on May 28 in New York City at the Audie Awards Gala,
hosted by award-winning author Jack Gantos. Nominations were bestowed on over
160 titles from 36 unique publishers. Browse a selection of nominated works.


New Digital Futures Digital Supplement


“Moving ahead” is the overarching theme of the new digital
supplement Digital Futures from American Libraries. This report
features articles on how libraries are innovating and leading, as well
as paths ahead for taking the initiative. Two articles focus on
particularly innovative projects, while three others hone in on future
directions for libraries and ebooks. Digital Futures is the fifth
American Libraries magazine supplement on ebooks and digital
content....


American Libraries, May 27–28; District Dispatch, May 27


Boston Public Library vows to increase security


Boston Public Library president Amy E. Ryan, in her first
interview since two valuable pieces of art were reported
missing from the main branch, described the potential
theft as “a crime against Boston” and vowed May 27 to
tighten security at the nation’s oldest public library. Ryan
acknowledged security lapses in the special collections
department and said the disappearance of the Albrecht
Dürer and Rembrandt prints was “horrible. It’s egregious.”....


Boston Globe, May 28
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Texas library finds space for flood-soaked items


The Wimberley (Tex.) Public Library has set aside a
room for the sole purpose of drying out flood-soaked
photos found by citizens in debris all over the area.
Since May 25, citizens have brought in hundreds of
photographs they found scattered by floodwates
that pounded the area this weekend. The items will be
kept at the Wimberley Library until their rightful owners come by to pick them up....


KVUE, Austin, Tex., May 27


Compliance stays on Toronto library shelves


A 2012 movie thriller will remain on Toronto Public
Library shelves despite a complaint that the film is
“disturbing and implausible.” The film was one of five
items that library patrons asked to be pulled in 2014.
Compliance was inspired by the true story of a
McDonald’s waitress who was stripped and abused as
part of a prank. In February 2014, the complainant wrote to library staff that the film
depicts men and women as unintelligent and willing to facilitate sexual abuse....


CTV News, Toronto, May 27; Oct. 6, 2007


 


 


The internet can’t replace libraries


Amien Essif writes: “John Palfrey, in his new book BiblioTech: Why
Libraries Matter More Than Ever in the Age of Google, gives some
truly bummer statistics on what’s happening to this beloved institution.
While the nation’s public libraries served 298 million people in 2010
(that’s 96% of the US population), states have cut funding by 38% and
the federal government by 19% between 2000 and 2010. ‘It seems
extraordinary that a public service with such reach should be, in effect,
punished despite its success,’ writes Palfrey.”...


Salon, May 28


We need a Digital Constitutional Convention


Alan S. Inouye writes: “Today we stand at the
crossroads of establishing digital society for generations
to come. By now, it is clear to everyone—not just
network engineers and policy wonks—that the internet
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is at the same time a huge mechanism for opportunity
and for control. Though the advent of the internet is
propelling a true revolution in society, we’re not ready for it. Not even close. We need a
Digital Constitutional Convention.”...


The Hill, May 28


Inclusive summer reading programs


Allison Renner writes: “Making your summer reading
activities seem inviting to teens with disabilities is
easy to do. With just a few tweaks to what you already
have in place, your program can be inclusive. This
way, it doesn’t matter if you know what disabilities
you’re dealing with, or if you’re just taking a wild
guess. Check out these tips.”...


YALSA blog, May 28


Google launches new photo app


Caitlin McGarry writes: “Available today for Android,
iOS, and desktop users, Google Photos aims to be
the home for all of your images. So Google is offering
unlimited free storage and maintaining the original
resolution for photos up to 16 megapixels and 1080p
videos. Once Google Photos is your photo database
across all devices, the app helps you comb through all your images. Machine-learning
behind the scenes helps Google sort your photos by people, places, and things without
any tagging on your part.”...


PC World, May 28


Cool non-math things you can do with Wolfram Alpha


Evan Dashevsky writes: “Wolfram Alpha is not
Google. Many of Wolfram’s functions deal
withadvanced mathematical acrobatics that you
probably don’t understand and will probably never
need to use. While math may be Wolfram’s strong
point, it isn’t all that Wolfram can do. It can use
itssuper number crunching nerd powers for many
non-number things. Here are 21 cool, weird, fun, and
occasionally practical things you can do with Wolfram that have nothing to do with solving
for X.”...



http://yalsa.ala.org/blog/2015/05/28/inclusive-summer-reading-programs/

http://yalsa.ala.org/blog/2015/05/28/inclusive-summer-reading-programs/

http://www.pcworld.com/article/2927919/googles-launches-new-photos-app-with-editing-tools-and-free-unlimited-storage.html

http://googleblog.blogspot.com/2015/05/picture-this-fresh-approach-to-photos.html

http://googleblog.blogspot.com/2015/05/picture-this-fresh-approach-to-photos.html

https://photos.google.com/

http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,2484506,00.asp

http://www.wolframalpha.com/





AL Direct, May 29, 2015


http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2015/may/052915-2.htm[6/25/2015 9:40:09 AM]


PC Magazine, May 27


16 crime writers to follow on Twitter


Karen Kleckner Keefe writes: “Some of the mystery
genre’s most prolific writers just can’t stop. In addition
to writing deftly plotted crime novels, these authors
keep their keyboards clicking with frequent updates
and shout-outs to their social media fans. Can’t wait a
year to reconnect with favorite characters? Catch up
with 16 of their creators on Twitter.”...


The Booklist Reader, May 28


Vintage NYPL reference questions


Marianne Tatepo writes: “The New York Public Library
has been publishing a cache of vintage reference
question cards on its Instagram account and on Twitter
via the hashtag #letmelibrarianthatforyou. Since we
first reported on it back in January, the questions have
kept on coming. Here are some of our favorites, revealing the many roles that the
librarian has played in the public imagination.”...


The Guardian (UK), May 28
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