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American Library Association • April 7, 2015
 


For daily ALA and library news, check the American Libraries website or subscribe to our
RSS feed.


The Bohemian librarian


Ellyn Ruhlman writes: “Virginia Sanchez (right), librarian
at Yosemite National Park, is among the growing group
of MLIS grads using their degrees as passports to an
array of fascinating jobs available outside the traditional
library setting. They’re flying to exotic places like Beijing
and Australia and presenting at conferences. They’re
patenting new software, managing popular webzines,
and developing curricula in response to a rapidly
morphing profession.”...


American Libraries feature


ALA unveils Carnegie Medal shortlist


On April 6, ALA announced the six books shortlisted
for the Andrew Carnegie Medals for Excellence in
Fiction and Nonfiction, awarded for the previous year’s
best fiction and nonfiction books written for adult
readers and published in the US. As part of an
announcement and medal presentation event at the
2015 ALA Annual Conference in San Francisco in June, each winning author will receive
$5,000, and the four finalists will each receive $1,500....


Booklist, Apr. 6
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ACRL 2015 conference proceedings available


The complete proceedings of the ACRL 2015 conference held in
Portland, Oregon, March 25–28, are now available online in an 828-
page PDF file, edited by Dawn M. Mueller. The contributed papers
featured in these proceedings were selected via blind, peer-review
from more than 350 proposals, with an acceptance rate of 28%. The
papers contained in these proceedings offer research results, new
ideas, solutions, and complex issues for academic librarians to
consider....


ACRL, Apr. 4


Reforma National Conference wraps up


Miguel Ruiz writes: “Hundreds of participants attended
the fifth national conference of Reforma: The National
Association to Promote Library and Information
Services to Latinos and the Spanish Speaking in San
Diego, California, April 1–4. The theme, ‘Bibliotecas
sin fronteras: Creando nuestro futuro’ (Libraries without
Borders: Creating Our Future), provided the
opportunity for sessions, posters, and activities that focused on diversity, community, and
the future of libraries.”...


AL: The Scoop, Apr. 7


Missouri Gov. Jay Nixon releases funds for libraries


Following an increase in Missouri state revenues, $43 million is now
available for priorities, including $2.8 million for state aid to public
libraries, $3.1 million for internet access to libraries, and other
education, workforce training, and economic programs, Gov. Jay Nixon
(right) announced April 3. However, Nixon noted that revenues remain
below the levels necessary to fully fund the 2015 budget passed last
year by the General Assembly....


Missouri Governor’s Office, Apr. 3


Mar Mattai monastery manuscripts saved from ISIS


As Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) militants
advanced toward the Mar Mattai monastery perched on
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a mountain in northern Iraq, the monks rushed to
protect a cherished piece of their heritage: their library
of Bibles and biblical commentaries, mostly written in
Syriac and dating back 400–500 years. Dozens of the
handwritten volumes were spirited to safety in nearby Kurdish-ruled areas where they
remain hidden....


Associated Press, Apr. 3


Relief needed for Vanuatu school libraries


On March 13, Cyclone Pam roared across the islands
of the Republic of Vanuatu in the South Pacific causing
major devastation and displacement. Though its
National Library and Archives were little damaged,
many school libraries were destroyed. ALA is
partnering with the Australian Library and Information
Association to collect monetary donations in North America....


ALA International Relations Office, Apr. 6


Streamlining access to scholarly resources


Jonathan Rochkind writes: “A March 15 Ithaka report, Meeting
Researchers Where They Start: Streamlining Access to Scholarly
Resources (PDF file), makes some observations about researcher
behavior that many of us probably know, but that most of our
organizations haven’t successfully responded to yet: Most researchers
work off-campus and do not start from library web pages, but from
Google, the open web, and occasionally licensed platform search
pages.”...


Bibliographic Wilderness, Apr. 6


Ultrawide or dual monitors: Which is better?


Alan Henry writes: “We love multiple monitor
workstations, but Ultrawide displays, packing
resolutions that rival two or three panels side-by-side,
are looking better and better these days. After all,
having more than one monitor doesn’t automatically
make you more productive. Here’s how these new
ultrawide monitors differ from a dual-screen setup, and when you might consider buying
one.”...


Lifehacker, Apr. 6
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Hotspots and tethering explained


Chris Hoffman writes: “Practically all smartphones can tether,
sharing their data connection with your other devices. You
can do this over Wi-Fi, a USB cable, or Bluetooth—if your
carrier lets you. You might have to pay extra. You should be
able to tether with your phone if it’s a smartphone with a
mobile data connection. This includes iPhones, Android
phones, Windows phone, BlackBerries, Firefox phones, and almost anything else. Here
are several ways to tether.”...


How-To Geek, Apr. 4


Publishers need libraries


David Vinjamuri writes: “Publishers are running out of space.
Not in their headquarters, but in retail. The number of
booksellers has been dwindling since the demise of Borders,
and the largest book retailer today is Amazon, which has no
physical space at all. So the question is, where can
publishers showcase new books? That space exists in the
16,000 public library branches in America.”...


Publishers Weekly, Apr. 3
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American Library Association • April 21, 2015
 


For daily ALA and library news, check the American Libraries website or subscribe to our
RSS feed.


ALA, BCALA respond to Michael Brown tree vandalism


On April 18, the Black Caucus of the American Library
Association dedicated a living memorial tree to the city of
Ferguson, Missouri. The tree was planted in January-
Wabash Park with a memorial stone at its base honoring
Michael Brown Jr., the black teenager fatally shot August
9, 2014, by a Ferguson police officer. Less than 24 hours
later, the tree was found vandalized and the memorial stone stolen. ALA President
Courtney Young and BCALA President Kelvin A. Watson released a joint statement April
20 regarding the vandalism....


ALA Public Information Office, Apr. 20; St. Louis Riverfront Times, Apr. 20


It takes a university to build a library


Dane Ward writes: “Academic libraries are undergoing
a public, challenging, and frequently contested
transformation. The change and obsolescence of
academic libraries as we know them represents an
event of unprecedented magnitude in higher education. Moving forward, the process of
recreating the library must be one that involves many people in many roles on campus. It
will take a university community to shape a future library that meets the specific needs of
learning and research at that institution.”...


Inside Higher Ed, Apr. 21
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Pew Research Center report: Open government data


A new Pew Research Center survey on open government
data finds that few Americans think governments are very
effective in sharing data they collect with the public. Only
5% say that federal and state governments do this very
effectively, while 7% say local governments are very good
about sharing data. Relatively few Americans reported
using government data sources for monitoring student or
teacher performance (20%), performance of health care providers (17%), and government
contracts (7%)....


Pew Research Center, Apr. 21


IMLS announces National Medal recipients


The Institute of Museum and Library Services on April 21
announced the recipients of the 2015 National Medal for
Museum and Library Service. The National Medal is the
nation’s highest honor given to museums and libraries for
service to the community. Five libraries were honored: Cecil
County (Md.) Public Library; Craig (Alaska) Public Library;
Embudo Valley Library and Community Center in Dixon, New Mexico; Los Angeles Public
Library; and the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture in New York City....


Institute of Museum and Library Services, Apr. 21


Libraries are eligible for NEH Common Heritage grants


The National Endowment for the Humanities has announced
a new grant program, called “Common Heritage,” intended to
bring to light privately owned historical records and artifacts
and make them digitally available to the wider public and for
posterity. Libraries are eligible to apply for the grants, which
will support day-long events that invite the public to share
materials important to their family or community histories. Apply by June 25....


National Endowment for the Humanities, Apr. 20


2015 Pulitzer Prizes announced


Anthony Doerr’s All the Light We Cannot See has won the 2015
Pulitzer Prize for fiction. The award, announced April 20, went to
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Doerr’s bestselling World War II novel that tells the parallel stories of a
blind French girl and a young German soldier. Elizabeth A. Fenn’s
Encounters at the Heart of the World: A History of the Mandan People
won the Pulitzer Prize for history, Gregory Pardlo’s Digest won for
poetry, and David Kertzer’s The Pope and Mussolini: The Secret
History of Pius XI and the Rise of Fascism in Europe won for
biography....


Los Angeles Times, Apr. 20


2014 Los Angeles Times Book Prizes


On April 18, the best books of 2014 were recognized in 10 categories
at the 35th annual Los Angeles Times Book Prizes ceremony held at
the University of Southern California’s Bovard Auditorium. The winner in
the fiction category was Siri Hustvedt for The Blazing World (Simon &
Schuster), and the winner in the biography category was Andrew
Roberts for Napoleon: A Life (Viking). The science and technology
prize went to Elizabeth Kolbert for The Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural
History (Henry Holt). The winners of the 2014 Robert Kirsch Award (T.
Coraghessan Boyle) and Innovator’s Award (LeVar Burton) were also
celebrated....


Los Angeles Times, Apr. 18


The five best ebook readers


Alan Henry writes: “If you like taking your books on the go,
you’ve never had more options. The best e-readers are
slim, have batteries that last for weeks, come in both E Ink
and color varieties, have multiple screen sizes to suit you,
and offer different price points. Let’s look at five of the
best.”...


Lifehacker, Apr. 19


New Duke University collection on women’s history


The David M. Rubenstein Rare Book and Manuscript
Library at Duke University has acquired one of the
largest and most significant private collections on
women’s history. Carefully assembled over 45 years by
noted bibliophile, activist, and collector Lisa Unger
Baskin, the collection includes more than 8,600 rare
books and thousands of manuscripts, journals, ephemera, and artifacts, including author
Virginia Woolf’s writing desk (right)....
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Duke Today, Apr. 20


The little-known Library of Congress Overseas Offices


Rachel Roubein writes: “They’re always searching. Maps,
magazines, music, posters, books, and videos—a never-
ending hunt for history. It takes them across the globe,
through war zones and political unrest, the types of
places where it’s best to blend in—or occasionally travel
in an armored car. And they race to do it, hoping to snap up artifacts before they are lost
or intentionally destroyed. These are the librarians of the Library of Congress’s Overseas
Offices.”...


National Journal, Apr. 15


14 things everyone gets wrong about librarians


Arianna Rebolini writes: “We recently asked librarians in
the BuzzFeed community to tell us the most frustrating
misconceptions people have about a librarian’s job.
Here are the enlightening results.” Number 1: That your
job is stress-free. “I hate when people say, ‘It’s so quiet
in here. Your job must be so relaxing.’ Or they assume
you have three hours at work to just read whatever books you want.”—Jackie
DeStefano....


BuzzFeed Books, Apr. 17
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American Library Association • April 17, 2015
 


For daily ALA and library news, check the American Libraries website or subscribe to our
RSS feed.


Libraries showcase free financial resources


Libraries from Maine to Hawaii will offer activities that
will teach members of their communities how to hone
their financial decision-making skills during “Money
Smart Week @ your library,” April 18–25. More than
3,500 free Money Smart Week events will take place
throughout the country on topics ranging from saving for college and managing student
loan debt to budgeting and retirement. The Financial Industry Regulatory Authority’s
Investor Education Foundation and ALA have launched a new, redesigned version of the
Smart Investing @ your library website....


Chapter Relations Office, Apr. 16; ALA Development Office, Apr. 15


2015 Teens’ Top Ten nominees announced


YALSA has officially announced its 2015 Teens’ Top Ten nominees.
This year’s list features 24 titles that were published in calendar year
2014. Teens are encouraged to read the nominees before the national
Teens’ Top Ten vote, which will take place August 15 through Teen
Read Week, October 18–24. YALSA has also launched its 2015 Teen
Read Week website. Teen Read Week is an opportunity for libraries to
showcase their literacy-related resources and services that are
available to teens and their families....


YALSA, Apr. 15–16
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OIF responds to Banned Books Week poster comments


The Office for Intellectual Freedom writes: “Over the past week, OIF
has reviewed and carefully considered the comments posted to social
media, blogs, and discussion lists concerning the poster for the 2015
Banned Books Week campaign. Commenters are concerned that the
poster might be insulting to the Muslim communities our nation’s
libraries serve and that any resolution should prioritize ALA’s important
commitment to diversity. We have also received many thoughtful
statements from members who would like OIF to find a balance
between these important values. We intend to take the following
actions.”...


OIF Blog, Apr. 15


The Rocky Mountain Land Library


Julie Turkewitz writes: “The project is striking in its
ambition: a sprawling research institution situated on a
ranch at 10,000 feet above sea level, outfitted with
32,000 volumes, many of them about the Rocky
Mountain region, plus artists’ studios, dormitories, and a
dining hall—a place for academics, birders, hikers, and
others to study the West. The Rocky Mountain Land Library was founded by two
booksellers from Denver’s Tattered Cover bookstore.”...


New York Times, Apr. 16


State Library of Victoria given 5,000 rare books


The rare English book collection of a late Melbourne jurist,
estimated to be worth more than $5 million, has been
given to the State Library of Victoria, Australia. The 5,000
works, mostly from the 15th to 18th century, were collected
over 46 years by barrister, physicist, and bibliophile John
Emmerson, who died last year aged 76. Emmerson’s
passion was for the period of the English Civil War, from the reign and execution of
Charles I to the restoration of the monarchy. The gift comes with a $1.3 million
endowment to preserve and catalog the collection and acquire further books....


Sydney (N.S.W.) Morning Herald, Apr. 16


Broadband speeds in libraries have improved
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Broadband speeds in US public libraries have improved
significantly in recent years, yet continues to lag behind
national broadband connectivity standards, according to
Broadband Quality in Public Libraries, a new
supplementary report (PDF file) released jointly on April
16 by ALA and the Information Policy and Access Center
at the University of Maryland College Park as part of the Digital Inclusion Survey....


Office for Information Technology Policy, Apr. 16


How to launch online infographics successfully


Heather Mansfield writes: “Communicating your data
and calls to action in visual format is a smart strategy.
However, you can have an exceptionally well-designed
and useful infographic, but if its not compatible with
social media and mobile devices, then it’s unlikely to
gain traction. To ensure that your infographics have the
best chance possible of success, adopt the six best
practices detailed here.”...


Nonprofit Tech for Good, Mar. 29


Seven router features for creating better Wi-Fi


David Chernicoff writes: “Only a few years ago, wireless
routers were relatively dumb devices that merely beamed
the web into your home or office and not much more.
Now, they offer everything from support for multiple
wireless frequencies to mobile-management tools. Here
are seven features found in most advanced wireless
routers that are well worth the time and effort to configure and use.”...


PC Magazine, Apr. 15


Correcting with cancel slips


Sarah Werner writes: “What do you do if you’ve
misprinted one of three propositions central to the
1599 Westminster conference? You print the
corrected third proposition and paste it over the error
—it’s cheaper than reprinting the whole sheet (the
whole book is only two sheets long) and easier than pasting in a canceled leaf. I’ve spent
the last week with cancel slips on my mind—those pieces of papers that are pasted in to
correct printing mistakes. Once you start looking, you can find cancel slips in a huge
range of uses and states.”...


The Collation, Apr. 14


 



http://www.ala.org/offices/sites/ala.org.offices/files/content/Speed_Test_FINAL_0.pdf

http://digitalinclusion.umd.edu/

http://www.nptechforgood.com/2015/03/29/how-to-successfully-launch-nonprofit-infographics-online/

http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,2405996,00.asp

http://collation.folger.edu/2015/04/correcting-with-cancel-slips/

http://collation.folger.edu/2015/04/correcting-with-cancel-slips/

http://hamnet.folger.edu/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?BBID=160425





AL Direct, April 17, 2015


file:///G|/...es/Ahxasst/ALA%20corr/ALAIR%20Project%20File/ALDirect/al_direct_2015_04/AL%20Direct,%20April%2017,%202015.htm[6/25/2015 9:27:03 AM]


Extreme weather in YA literature


Colleen Seisser writes: “You know the saying, ‘April
showers bring may flowers!’ As we experience some
changing weather this month, let’s take a look at some
teen novels that center on extreme weather to drive
their plots: tornados and hurricanes, snow and ice,
drought, and floods.”...


YALSA The Hub, Apr. 15


11 reasons librarians are better superheros


Kimberly Joki writes: “We love The Avengers just as much as
the next person (unless you are strictly anti-Marvel, to which
we must ask: Why not DC and Marvel?). However, this week
is National Library Week and the more we thought about it,
the more we realized that librarians are the real superheroes.
Here’s why.”...


Grammarly Blog, Apr. 15


Unread Book: Orange Public Library’s Uptown Funk parody


The Orange (Calif.) Public Library released this video
parody (5:16) of the 2014 hit by Bruno Mars, “Uptown
Funk,” for National Library Week. Titled “Unread Book,”
the video was produced in association with Chapman
University and Pogona Creative, both in Orange....


YouTube, Apr. 11
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American Library Association • April 24, 2015
 


For daily ALA and library news, check the American Libraries website or subscribe to our
RSS feed.


Emerging Leaders: The Class of 2015


They are the new faces greeting you at the reference desk,
shelving books in the stacks, and experimenting with fresh
ideas behind the scenes. These are the library world’s
rising stars, the generation that will move, shape, and
influence the present and future of the Association and the
library profession. These are ALA’s Emerging Leaders of
2015....


American Libraries feature


Preservation Week, April 26–May 2


From April 26 to May 2, many will turn to their local libraries to
celebrate Preservation Week, when libraries provide information
on how to preserve collectibles, photos, family records, and other
materials. Some participating libraries, including New York Public
Library and the University of Maryland, are offering special
programs. Brad Meltzer (right), author and host of his own
History Channel series, is 2015 Honorary Chair. For
downloadable artwork, videos, and additional resources, visit the
Preservation Week website....


ALCTS, Apr. 23
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Open through June: Library Technology Reports


Patrick Hogan writes: “ALA’s Library Technology Reports and
Smart Libraries Newsletter are on a new hosting platform, using
Open Journal Systems. For a limited time, through June, both will
be open access. We’re hoping you will like what you see and get
your library to subscribe. Other ALA journals—Children and
Libraries, Library Resources & Technical Services, Reference &
User Services Quarterly, and the Newsletter on Intellectual
Freedom—are also available....


ALA TechSource Blog, Apr. 24


Relief needed for Vanuatu school libraries


On March 13, Cyclone Pam roared across the islands
of the Republic of Vanuatu in the South Pacific causing
major devastation and displacement. Though its
National Library and Archives were little damaged,
many school libraries were destroyed. ALA is
partnering with the Australian Library and Information
Association to collect monetary donations in North America....


ALA International Relations Office


 


 


NYU preservationists help restore lost Houdini film


One of escape artist Harry Houdini’s films, The Grim Game, was
thought to have all but vanished from existence. However, early in
2014, a one-of-a-kind full print and negative were discovered by film
preservationist Rick Schmidlin and Turner Classic Movies. They called
upon New York University Libraries’ Barbara Goldsmith Preservation
and Conservation Department’s media preservation team to assist with
the restoration of the lost feature....


New York University, Jan. 30


Quebec girl told to stop reading books on the school bus
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An eight-year-old girl in Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu,
Quebec, was told she is no longer allowed to read
books on the school bus because it poses a risk to
the safety of other students. The bus driver said other
students on the bus might stand up to see what she
was reading, or she might poke herself in the eye with
the corners of the book. The girl’s father wants to see the rule changed, but the bus
company is standing by its policy....


CBC News, Apr. 22–23


Accessibility: Seven things web designers should know


Jesse Hausler writes: “Accessibility enables people
with disabilities to perceive, understand, navigate,
interact with, and contribute to the web. Imagine a
world where developers know everything there is to
know about accessibility. These seven guidelines will
cover the major things you need to know in order for
your products to meet the minimum standards in Section 508 and the Web Content
Accessibility Guidelines 2.0.”...


Medium, Apr. 15


Project Morpheus: The ultimate guide


According to Sony, Project Morpheus is coming as
soon as 2016. It’s time to start getting excited about
this PS4 virtual reality headset, as its sharp demos,
updated specs, and the promise of an amazingly
comfortable experience all make waves in the
gaming world. Could Project Morpheus be about to overtake the Oculus Rift as the must-
have home VR experience? Take a look at the PS4 VR headset and where it fits in the
new wave of virtual reality tech....


What Is PlayStation4


Publishers, distributors, and consortia


Robert S. Maier writes: “If you’ve been following the E-
Content blog, you know that we’ve been keeping track of
the Big Five publishers and the terms they offer to
libraries for their ebooks. Today’s updated matrix (PDF
file) provides a complete list of the distributors that each
publisher uses and fuller information about library
consortium access, including specifics for public,
academic, and school library access.”...


AL: E-Content, Apr. 22
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John Palfrey’s BiblioTech


Carlos Lozada writes: “When Google is America’s reference librarian
and Starbucks its Wi-Fi, what role is left for your local library?
BiblioTech: Why Libraries Matter More than Ever in the Age of Google,
by former head of the Harvard Law School Library John Palfrey,
serves as an extended mission statement for libraries’ continued
relevance. But relevance comes with a price. Libraries need to ‘recast
themselves as platforms rather than storehouses.’ That won’t be easy
and will require giving up many old, bad habits.”...


Washington Post, Apr. 23


Eight complex, character-driven YA thrillers


Kelly Dickinson writes: “I’ve been thrilled to see an especially rich crop
of recent YA thrillers that tell stories about the complicated
intersections between gender, class, race, sexual orientation, mental
health, sexuality, violence, innocence, guilt, and justice. These novels
take advantage of careful pacing to build suspense and hook readers
from their opening lines. Each features narrators hiding secrets from
other characters, from the reader, and from themselves.”...


YALSA The Hub, Apr. 22


Librarians on wheels


Kristen Cook writes: “Don’t call Georgia Taylor (right)
and Bethany Wilson librarians—they’re derbrarians. As
in, librarians who do roller derby. Yup, there are
enough of them around that it’s a thing. Taylor, 32, is
known on the track as Dewey Decimatrix. Her number
is 641.86, the Dewey number for baking, another
hobby. She is children’s librarian at the Quincie
Douglas branch of the Pima County (Ariz.) Public Library.”...


Arizona Daily Star, Apr. 19
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American Library Association • April 14, 2015
 


For daily ALA and library news, check the American Libraries website or subscribe to our
RSS feed.


The State of America’s Libraries 2015


No longer just places for books, libraries of all types are viewed as
community anchors, centers for academic life and research, and
cherished spaces. This and other library trends of the past year are
detailed in ALA’s State of America’s Libraries Report 2015, released
during National Library Week, April 12–18, as an American Libraries
digital supplement, on the ALA website, and as a PDF file. Also
included is the list of the Top Ten Most Challenged Books of 2014....


American Libraries, Apr. 13


National Library Week, then and now


Lydia Tang writes: “Sponsored by the National Book Committee
and in cooperation with ALA, the first National Library Week was
launched March 16–22, 1958. Citing a 1957 survey showing that
only 17% of Americans polled were reading a book, the inaugural
National Library Week slogan was ‘Wake Up and Read!’” A list of
all National Library Week themes and honorary chairs is here. ALA
President Courtney Young celebrates this year’s theme, “Unlimited
Possibilities @ your library,” with an article in the Huffington Post....


ALA Archives Blog, Apr. 10; Huffington Post, Apr. 13
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How libraries engage local advocates


Apryl Motley writes: “Often it takes everyday people to really bring
issues home to local legislators. That’s the thinking behind ALA’s I
Love Libraries initiative. ‘We realized that we needed to spend more
time on advocacy at the local and state levels,’ said Marci Merola,
director of the ALA Office for Library Advocacy. With National Library
Week underway, many in the profession will be asked to justify their
existence in an age where information is plentiful and budgets are tight. One of the site’s
features is a library value calculator that visitors can use to determine how much they
would pay for library materials and services if they actually had to buy them.”...


CQ Roll Call Connectivity, Apr. 14


National Library Workers Day


April 14 is National Library Workers Day. First
celebrated in 2004, the day acknowledges all library
employees, including librarians, support staff, and
others who play a vital role in connecting library users with the information and critical
technology resources needed to transform lives through education and lifelong learning.
To honor them, the ALA–Allied Professional Association gathered testimonials about
library workers from all 50 US states, the District of Columbia, and some international
libraries, and posted them as a “Galaxy of Stars.” And don’t forget, April 15 is National
Bookmobile Day....


AL: The Scoop, Apr. 14


Tell us what you do at your library


Librarians do so many different things while on the
job. What is that you do? ALA is looking for your help
to show off the diversity of the profession. Using the
highest quality camera you have available, film
yourself or a coworker somewhere in your library. In
the video, state your name and your job title. Entries
should be no longer than one minute long and should
be emailed no later than May 14....


ALA YouTube, Apr. 14


My time as an Emerging Leader
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Alexia Hudson-Ward (right) writes: “I was a part of the Emerging
Leaders class of 2007. The experience was transformational. I grew as
a professional and became a more informed ALA member and a leader
in our Association. It was also the catalyst to developing a wonderful
new network of colleagues, many of whom became great friends. I
have to be honest: Learning how large and complex ALA is as an
organization was a bit overwhelming at first.”...


American Libraries feature


Iowa teachers fight removal of Sherman Alexie novel


School district administrators and teachers in Waterloo, Iowa, are
currently locked in a debate as to whether Sherman Alexie’s The
Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian is appropriate for middle
school classrooms. The district’s curriculum director sent an email
ordering the book’s removal on March 13, but at least five teachers
have pushed back, pointing out that the existing challenge policy has
not been observed. Alexie’s book was just named one of the Top Ten
Most Challenged Books of 2014....


Comic Book Legal Defense Fund, Apr. 10; Waterloo Cedar Falls (Iowa) Courier, Apr. 8


Statement on the 2015 Banned Books Week poster


The Office for Intellectual Freedom writes: “We are
aware of the comments about this year’s poster for
Banned Books Week. We take to heart any distress
we may have inadvertently caused anyone. The
poster was never intended to offend or shock, nor was
there any intent to include any ethnic or cultural stereotypes. The aim of the campaign
was to employ the universal signage for Do Not Enter—a red circle with a bar across it—
as a visual proxy for book censorship. It is not a head covering.” Andromeda Yelton and
Andy Woodworth offer additional abckground and insights....


OIF Blog, Apr. 13; Andromeda Yelton, Apr. 13; Agnostic, Maybe, Apr. 12


Library of Congress: The unexpected diplomat


Bridget Bowman writes: “One doesn’t typically expect terrorism
to become a topic of discussion at a hearing on library funding.
But that’s exactly what happened March 17, as the Senate
Legislative Branch Appropriations Subcommittee assessed the
budget requests of the Library of Congress and the Architect of
the Capitol. ‘You’re the world’s resource and we’ve been
reading the news reports of ISIS members destroying artifacts
of ancient civilizations,’ the panel’s chairwoman, Sen. Shelley Moore Capito, said to
Librarian of Congress James H. Billington, teeing up a question about a little-known
aspect of the Library of Congress.”...
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Roll Call: Hill Blotter, Apr. 14


18 literary maps of the United States


Caitlin Schneider writes: “The first United States
transcontinental road trip was completed in 1903, and
Americans have been enamored with the open road ever
since. The only thing more American than a road trip? A
literary route celebrating American authors. The
Language of the Land exhibit at the Library of Congress
collects bookish state maps that chart the regions and
the writers who loved them, either through birth or discovery.”...


Mental Floss, Apr. 14


Offering board games at your library


Carli Spina writes: “Offering board and tabletop games
at your library can be a great way to attract patrons
who do not typically visit the library or to make your
existing patron populations think about the library in
new ways. This is true whether you work at a public
library or at an academic institution. First up, we will
consider collection development for board and tabletop game collections.”...


Cosplay, Comics, and Geek Culture in Libraries, Apr. 13


Check it out at Topeka


“Check It Out” (3:57) is the Topeka and Shawnee
County (Kans.) Public Library’s parody of Taylor
Swift’s “Shake It Off,” produced in homage to Taylor
Swift and her outspoken support of public libraries
and literacy, and in celebration of National Library
Week. The entire staff of the library makes an
appearance. Lyrics and direction were by Kyle Moreland....


YouTube, Apr. 9
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American Library Association • April 28, 2015
 


For daily ALA and library news, check the American Libraries website or subscribe to our
RSS feed.


Baltimore libraries stay open during emergency


With a state of emergency declared and schools
closed across Baltimore on April 28, the Enoch Pratt
Free Library has chosen to stay open, providing a hub
of comfort and community to all city neighborhoods,
including the ones most affected by the mayhem. The
library’s Pennsylvania Avenue branch is right at
ground zero for the worst of the devastation, across the street from the widely televised
burning of a CVS Pharmacy. Director of Communications Roswell Encina said he hoped
that today would mark a turnaround for Baltimore, with the focus turning to healing the
community....


MTV News, Apr. 28


ALA to testify on library funding


Emily Sheketoff (right), executive director of the ALA
Washington Office, will advocate for federal library
funding at an appropriations hearing before the US
House Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human
Services, Education, and Related Agencies. The hearing
will take place on Wednesday, April 29, from 8:30 to 11
a.m. in the Rayburn House Office Building....


ALA Office of Government Relations, Apr. 27
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Re:Create launched to promote balanced copyright


Ten organizations joined together April 27 to launch
Re:Create, a new coalition dedicated to promoting balanced
copyright laws in the United States. The coalition, which
includes ALA and the Association of Research Libraries, will work to ensure that copyright
laws are clear, simple, and transparent, while also fostering innovation, creativity,
education, and economic growth....


Re:Create, Apr. 27; District Dispatch, Apr. 28


Theft of materials from NYPL probed


A federal grand jury in Manhattan is looking into the theft of eight rare
books from the New York Public Library, including one written by
Benjamin Franklin. The books, seven bibles created between 1672 and
1861 and a pre-1776 workbook that Franklin authored for his printing
house, were brought to the Doyle auction house in May 2014. Although
some of the books had library call numbers, the seller Margaret Tanchuk
said they had been in her family for decades. She offered to sell them
back to the library for a sizable sum. “This material was evidently stolen
from the library, and now someone is trying to profit from it,” said NYPL
spokesman Ken Weine....


New York Daily News, Apr. 25


Sexuality exhibit sparks controversy in Charlottesville


A display at the Jefferson-Madison Regional Library in
Charlottesville, Virginia, has sparked some controversy.
A few parents are upset about the mature, sexual
content it contains and they took their concerns to the
library board on April 27. The Charlottesville National
Organization of Women exhibit at the central library
includes books on sex education, abortion rights buttons, condoms, and other forms of
birth control....


WVIR-TV, Charlottesville, Virginia, Apr. 27


East Lansing library receives $1.5 million donation


East Lansing (Mich.) Public Library Director Kristin
Shelley announced at a Books, Bites & Bids event on
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April 10 that an anonymous donor has given $1.5
million to the library for capital improvements. She
hopes to raise an additional $1.6 to $2 million in
matching community funds by May 2016 in order to
renovate the entire building. The plans also include
redesigning the floor plan, adding a dynamic children’s area and group area, and
expanding the maker studios....


East Lansing (Mich.) Public Library, Apr. 21


Public library portraits of California’s homeless patrons


Fritz Hoffmann writes: “On a recent visit to the
Sacramento Public Library, I was surprised by the high
number of homeless patrons I saw there. Seeing them in
that quiet space, consumed by traditional media, I was
struck by the difference between them and most of
society with its 24/7 connection to streaming digital media.
I began this photo project to take myself out of my own
patterns and habits, to change my perspective, to observe, to listen, to understand, and to
share this place of quiet.”...


National Geographic: Proof, Apr. 24


Washington study makes the case for school librarians


A recent study in the state of Washington showed the
wisdom of investing in school librarians. As part of the
study, Elizabeth Coker performed a data analysis (PDF
file) of a 40-question survey conducted by the
Washington State Office of the Superintendent of Public
Instruction among 1,486 of the 2,428 K–12 schools in the
state. The results (PDF file) showed that students attending schools with certified
teacher-librarians perform better on standardized tests and are more likely to graduate.
The reason is that certified teacher-librarians “are far more likely to be directly involved in
teaching curriculum-designed around Common Core standards.”...


I Love Libraries, Apr. 27; Washington Library Media Association, Apr. 15


LC donates books to Alabama high school library


Long after an EF-5 tornado destroyed Phil Campbell (Ala.)
High School on April 27, 2011, school leaders are still
trying to recover from the devastation. A new school
opened in September 2014 and it’s taking donations from
other organizations to fill the library shelves. In late April,
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librarian Sissy Moore got a special delivery from
Washington. Through Rep. Robert Aderholt (R-Haleyville), the high school received
dozens of books from the Library of Congress....


WHNT-TV, Huntsville, Ala., Apr. 27


A typical case of repair work


Don Stankavage writes: “Many books within the various
general collections of the Smithsonian Libraries arrive at
the Book Conservation Lab in need of similar treatment.
Recently, a science book titled The Poetry of Nature,
selected and illustrated by Harrison Weir and published in
1868, required some attention. As it was in a very typical
state of disrepair, it gave us an opportunity to outline a standard treatment process.”...


Smithsonian Libraries Unbound, Mar. 20


Quiet books deserve more love


Geri Diorio writes: “When you think about YA fiction, there are some
big books: The Hunger Games, The Fault in Our Stars, Divergent,
Twilight, Fangirl, Grasshopper Jungle. They are great books not in
need of any additional promotion. Everyone knows about these titles.
But there are other books that are just as good, just as heart-rending,
powerful, and emotionally satisfying, but for whatever reason, they did
not hit the publicity jackpot. They are what I call quiet books. Here are
some quiet books; books that I feel deserve more renown.”...


YALSA The Hub, Apr. 28


Seven library technologies we’d like to see


Piotr Kowalczyk writes: “To improve technological
literacy in local communities, libraries should be
equipped with relevant technologies. Here are seven
technologies—some of them in a concept phase—that
could be used in libraries in the future. These are real
examples and not just general ideas. For example, a
digital interface for print books.”...


Ebook Friendly, Apr. 24


AL Direct is a free electronic newsletter emailed every Tuesday and Friday to personal
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American Library Association • April 3, 2015
 


For daily ALA and library news, check the American Libraries website or subscribe to our
RSS feed.


April Foolswatch 2015


Greg Landgraf writes: “Libraries are regular participants
in the annual April Fool’s Day ritual of mirth and
frivolity. Here are some of our favorite
bibliobuffooneries from this year. Sacramento (Calif.)
Public Library announced that its Library of Things had
evolved into a new Library of Cats, with apparently a
lengthy borrowing period: ‘Patrons can now borrow a
kitten and return a cat.’”...


AL: The Scoop, Apr. 3


Next AL Live: The present and future of ebooks


Join American Libraries for a new episode of American Libraries
Live—a one-hour discussion on “The Present and Future of
Ebooks,” which airs live at 2 p.m. Eastern on April 9. This free,
streaming video broadcast can be viewed from your home,
library, or on the go. This episode of AL Live is sponsored by
3M....


American Libraries, Mar. 26
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Indiana, Arkansas modify “religious freedom” laws


Following a week of demonstrations, negotiations, and
national media attention, both Indiana and Arkansas
on April 2 modified their recently passed “religious
freedom” statutes in an attempt to add
antidiscrimination protections for the LGBT community.
However, legal experts say the changes to Indiana’s
law “would only prevent Christian bakers, florists, and other similar businesses from
denying services to same-sex couples who are seeking to get married in 11 Indiana
communities where such protections already exist” as local ordinances—such as
Indianapolis and Bloomington. The revised Arkansas law now mirrors the language of the
federal Religious Freedom Restoration Act signed by President Clinton in 1993, though
some gay activists say that the law would still provide aid and encouragement to those
who discriminate....


Indianapolis Star, Apr. 3; Little Rock Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, Apr. 3


Support school librarians during School Library Month


Wendy Stephens writes: “April is School Library Month. Here
are some easy strategies for public librarians seeking to build
productive partnerships with their school colleagues. Most
importantly, get in touch with your local school librarians.
Sometimes this can be the most difficult aspect of cross-
agency collaboration. I’ve noticed that, especially with regard
to youth services librarians in larger, more bureaucratic public
library systems, outreach specialists may try to follow a chain of command, asking for the
building principal or even the superintendent for access to the school librarians.”...


YALSAblog, Apr. 1


Five resources to help students understand poetry


Richard Byrne writes: “April is National Poetry Month in the
US. Writing and or understanding poetry can be a
challenge for those of who don’t consider ourselves the
creative writing type. Surely we have students who feel that way too. Here are five
resources that can help us understand and create poetry.”...


Free Technology for Teachers, Apr. 2


Serving library patrons on the Autism Spectrum
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Renee Grassi writes: “April is National Autism Awareness
Month. According to the latest statistics from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, an estimated 1 in 68 children
have been identified with Autism Spectrum Disorder nationwide.
This dramatic increase is affecting how libraries provide
appropriate programs and services. The state of Illinois has
kickstarted the conversation with Targeting Autism: A National
Forum on Serving Library Patrons on the Spectrum.”...


ALSC Blog, Apr. 2; Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; Illinois State Library


Architects’ plans for new MLK Library in Washington


The Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library in
Washington, D.C., is a national landmark that has
been neglected for far too long. DCPL is moving
forward with preliminary designs that give an in-depth
look at what the library may look like after its $208
million renovation. Architecture team Martinez +
Johnson and Mecanoo have released some of their
design plans....


Curbed DC, Apr. 1


Library of Congress gets poor marks on IT


The Library of Congress has not aligned its strategic
plan for information technology with its overall strategic
plan, leaving the agency “without a clear direction for its
use of IT,” according to a March Government
Accountability Office report (PDF file). The world’s
largest library is “not effectively managing” its $119
million in IT investments for fiscal year 2014, and is struggling in key areas such as
privacy controls, the report found....


FCW, Mar. 31


New Drexel vending machine dispenses iPads


After successfully introducing a vending machine in 2013
that dispensed MacBooks for 24-hour student use, Drexel
University, in collaboration with the Free Library of
Philadelphia, is introducing an iPad vending machine.
Located in the University’s Dana and David Dornsife
Center for Neighborhood Partnerships, the kiosk will make a dozen iPads available to
Free Library cardholders and Drexel students....


Drexel News Blog, Apr. 2; Jan. 4, 2013
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Hackerspace project: Build a PirateBox or a LibraryBox


Alexander Byrne writes: “Not everything needs to be on
the internet. Sometimes what you want is just a place to
store your files that doesn’t require you to go back and
forth between computers, transferring files by flash drive.
You might be able to achieve this with either the PirateBox
or the LibraryBox, both of which take an inexpensive
router, a USB flash drive, and a little know-how on the use of a Secure SHell (SSH)
session. But once set up, it will provide you with a wireless network to connect to, apart
from the internet, where files can be downloaded from the Box to a computer (LibraryBox
or PirateBox) or uploaded from a computer to the Box (PirateBox only).”...


CCGC in Libraries, Apr. 3


Every hero has a story at the Omaha Public Library


This stop-motion animated library book-drop rescue
video (4:23) features Pete the Cat, Batman, Minions,
Harry Potter, and other familiar characters. It was
created by Librarian Karen Pietsch to promote Omaha
(Nebr.) Public Library’s Summer Reading Program....


YouTube, Mar. 24
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American Library Association • April 10, 2015
 


For daily ALA and library news, check the American Libraries website or subscribe to our
RSS feed.


The American Dream Starts @ your library


Since 2008, more than 144 US libraries have received funding from
the Dollar General Literacy Foundation to build innovative and
effective programs for adult English-language learners. The American
Dream Starts @ your library digital supplement from American
Libraries celebrates success stories that have resulted from these
generous grants and have helped libraries expand collections,
improve technology, and increase public awareness of programs and
resources for new Americans and immigrants....


American Libraries, Apr. 9


Former KU librarian bequeaths $1 million


A distinguished librarian at the University of Kansas from
1957 until she retired in 1999, Alexandra “Sandy” Mason
(right) was the first librarian at the Kenneth Spencer
Research Library. She died in June 2011, leaving a
$1.03 million estate gift to KU Endowment from her
TIAA-CREF retirement account to benefit the library. Her
gift will establish the Ann Hyde Fellowship for Medieval
and Early Modern British and European Manuscripts in honor of Mason’s lifetime friend,
Ann Hyde....


University of Kansas, Apr. 9
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The evolving role of the college librarian


Hammad Rauf Khan writes: “No job is without its perils,
and for a college librarian today, one of those just
might be having an associate dean overhear you
explaining to a student how to create a more accurate
BDSM scene for a photo shoot inspired by Fifty
Shades of Grey. It was awkward, but part of my job as
a librarian is to help patrons research a topic, whatever that topic might be.”...


Washington Post, Apr. 8


Live-action gaming events in academic libraries


Hubert David Womack, Susan Sharpless Smith, and
Mary Beth Lock write: “The Z. Smith Reynolds Library
at Wake Forest University in Winston-Salem, North
Carolina, has developed a series of successful live-
action gaming events during the last four years. Our
events, such as Capture the Flag and Humans v.
Zombies, have served as models for other academic
libraries’ outreach efforts. While hosting such large events presents challenges, the
logistics are manageable and the cost can be minimal.”...


College and Research Libraries News 76, no. 4 (Apr.): 210–214


Free ebook offer from Brian Grazer


Publisher Simon & Schuster announced it would donate a free ebook
copy of Academy Award–winning producer Brian Grazer’s new book,  A
Curious Mind: The Secret to a Bigger Life (coauthored by journalist
Charles Fishman), to school and public libraries for every ebook or
hardcover book sold at retail, up to 5,000 copies. The book and the
promotion launched April 8, and the promotion will continue through
National Library Week (April 12–18)....


AL: E-Content, Apr. 8


Storytelling for teens, kids, adults


Karen Muller writes: “In December 2014, the New Jersey State Library
predicted ‘5 Public Library Marketing Trends to Expect in 2015.’ One is
‘visual storytelling.’ We’ve seen the rise of this in social media and
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online news. Do we even read a story now if there is no accompanying
picture? But it is the story that is important. Aesop used fables to teach
a particular character trait; similar stories are used today to help
children learn how the world works. Here are seven recommended
books on storytelling.”...


American Libraries column, Mar./Apr.; New Jersey State Library, Dec. 19, 2014


Top 10 historical fiction titles for youth


Ilene Cooper writes: “This year’s top 10 historical fiction titles will
transport young people from ancient times to 1960s America, with
stops in different countries and centuries. All were reviewed in Booklist
between April 15, 2014, and April 1, 2015. The Madman of Piney
Woods by Christopher Paul Curtis is set in 1901 Canada, where
African-Canadian Benji and Irish-Canadian Red have intriguing
encounters with a strange hermit living in the forest.”...


Booklist Online, Apr. 8


Teens, social media, and technology 2015


Aided by the convenience and constant access
provided by mobile devices, especially smartphones,
24% of teens go online “almost constantly,” according
to a new study (PDF file) by the Pew Research
Center. More than half (56%) of teens (ages 13 to 17)
go online several times a day, and 12% report once-a-day use. Just 6% of teens report
going online weekly, and 2% go online less often....


Pew Research Center, Apr. 9


Global threats to net neutrality


The Federal Communications Commission recently
adopted strong net neutrality rules that should prevent
cable and phone companies from creating fast and slow
lanes on the internet. But policymakers in other parts of the
world, particularly in Europe and India, are considering
very different kinds of rules that could hurt consumers and
start-up internet businesses....


New York Times, Apr. 10


Dyslexic fonts on OverDrive
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In early April, OverDrive released a new version of the OverDrive app
that included the option to select a dyslexic font when reading ebooks.
Standard typefaces are often difficult for people with dyslexia to read, as
the letters are hard to differentiate and words tend to jumble together.
Dyslexic fonts provide greater contrast in letters, which solves this
problem. To select the dyslexic font, tap the center of your device’s
screen when reading a title and choose the font options button. Then
simply select which dyslexic font you’d like to use....


OverDrive Blogs, Apr. 7


Talon learns to use the library


Eagle mascot Talon learns to use Wake Technical
Community College’s Bruce I. Howell Library in
Raleigh, North Carolina, in this clever video (1:02)
promoting National Library Week, April 12–18. The
mascot turns in a Talon-ted performance as he helps
students with homework, gets shushed, and checks
out a book....


YouTube, Apr. 9
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