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American Library Association • January 20, 2015
 


For more ALA and library news on a daily basis, check the American Libraries website or
subscribe to our RSS feed.


Who inspires you? Contest submissions


She’s the one who gave you your first library card as a child,
introduced you to librarianship at a pivotal moment in your life, or
served as a mentor and guide in your professional career. He’s the
librarian who made you who you are today. They are your
inspiration. ALA members are telling American Libraries about that
special librarian for a chance to win tickets to The Second City in
Chicago during their visit to the 2015 ALA Midwinter Meeting &
Exhibits, complete with limo service. Contest rules are here....


American Libraries, Jan. 16


Four Queens Library vice presidents resign


Four top Queens (N.Y.) Library officials resigned in mid-January as
the institution continues to reorganize following the ouster of its
longtime president amid a financial and management scandal and
criminal probe. The four executives who quit are Darlene Askew-
Robinson, the library’s general counsel; Lisa Epps, who handled
information technology; Angelica Huynh-Rivera, the head of human
resources; and Frank Genese, who oversaw capital projects. Their
resignations follow the library board’s firing of former President and
CEO Tom Galante in December. Interim President Bridget Quinn-Carey (above) has
been leading the library since Galante was put on leave earlier last year....


Queens (N.Y.) Chronicle, Jan. 16
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Sponsored Content


Announcing a new online book club
Recorded Books is pleased to announce the launch of an
online book club celebrating classic literature.


Free to both libraries and their patrons, the Literary Classics
Online Book Club hosts online discussions of classic works via
Facebook, Twitter, and the club’s blog. While books are
selected from the Classics Collection on OneClickDigital (featuring free ebook and
e-audio titles with unlimited simultaneous access), library patrons are also able to
access the title in any format from any other source.


January’s discussions have already begun with the club’s first selection, Hamlet.


Guam has not had any librarians since 2003


Since the retirement of Christine Scott-Smith in 2003, the
Guam Public Library System has not had a librarian, nor
has the department been given the means to hire another
librarian for at least another 10 years, according to Debra
Duenas, Guam Public Library System board chairwoman.
Duenas said ideally the Guam Public Library System
needs at least seven librarians, but library technicians and
other staffers must take on the librarian’s responsibilities....


Marianas Variety (Saipan), Jan. 16


 


 


Colorado library to get statue of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.


Since the Martin Luther King Jr. Library opened 10 years
ago in Aurora, Colorado, there has been something
missing: a statue commemorating the activist and
humanitarian. But that soon will change. The city has
commissioned a sculptor to create a statue of King, which
will be located outside the library on East Colfax Avenue.
Jeff Hall of Lovettsville, Virginia, was one of 12 finalists
chosen to submit a full-size figure; he was selected to create the 7-foot bronze
sculpture....
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Denver Post, Jan. 19


 


 


Black Lives Matter: Building empathy through reading


Alegria Barclay writes: “Librarians are peddlers of empathy. We
understand that reading is a chemical reaction between reader
and writer, producing a visceral engagement with the
characters that allows us to live the lives of others, if only for for
the space of a novel. In the wake of the Ferguson verdict and
in solidarity with the growing #BlackLivesMatter movement, it is
empathy that we need more than ever. Enter literature and
librarians. We can give our communities the very stories that
provide the context and, most importantly, the emotional connection so crucial to empathy
and change.” Be sure to read part 2....


YALSA The Hub, Jan. 16, 20


 


 


Eight climate fiction novels (cli fi) in YA literature


Sharon Rawlins writes: “Climate fiction (cli fi) books (also known as
eco-fiction) are ones that deal with climate change as part of the plot
in which the characters struggle to survive. Many dystopian novels
are cli fi books because the breakdown of society is attributed to a
catastrophic event like a nuclear war that affects the climate. I
wanted to focus here on books where the climatic event was not
directly caused by a man-made event like a war, but by nature. Not
all of these novels are realistic fiction or science fiction; at least one
contains fantastical elements as well.”...


YALSA The Hub, Jan. 20


 


 


NYPL to give out 10,000 free hot spots


 



http://ebooks.cambridge.org/clr/home.jsf

http://www.yalsa.ala.org/thehub/2015/01/19/black-lives-matter-building-empathy-through-reading-part-i/

http://blacklivesmatter.com/

http://www.yalsa.ala.org/thehub/2015/01/20/black-lives-matter-building-empathy-through-reading-part-ii/

http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blog/who-inspires-you

http://www.yalsa.ala.org/thehub/2015/01/20/clifi-climate-fiction-ya/

http://www.thecrowleycompany.com/zeta/ala.asp

http://www.thonline.com/news/technology/article_86bffc3b-7210-5706-94b5-04105f5bb124.html





AL Direct, January 20, 2015


file:///G|/Archives/Ahxasst/ALA%20corr/ALAIR%20Project%20File/ALDirect/AL%20Direct,%20January%2020,%202015.htm[6/10/2015 2:32:12 PM]


The New York Public Library is launching the largest internet
lending program in the US, handing out 10,000 free high-
speed hot spots to some of the city’s poorest residents. The
program—which offers the devices for up to a year, about a
$1,000 value—seeks to bridge a digital divide in the nation’s
largest city, where studies have found nearly 3 million of the
8 million people lack broadband access. Mobile Beacon, a
Rhode Island–based, nonprofit, national provider of low-cost
internet services, is working with Sprint to distribute the hot
spots to library branches across the city’s five boroughs....


Associated Press, Jan. 18


 


 


Used ebook sales still legal in the Netherlands, but...


Nate Hoffelder writes: “With used app sales legal in Europe
and used mp3 sales legal in the US, many pundits have
been waiting for a legal ruling which decided once and for
all whether a consumer can resell the ebooks they buy. And after months of watching a
certain court case in the Netherlands, we're still waiting. On January 20, a Dutch court
released a ruling on the used ebook marketplace Tom Kabinet which split the difference
between declaring used ebook sales legal and unlawful. And here’s where things get
interesting.”...


The Digital Reader, Jan. 20


 


 


Brain-based teaching practices


Katrina Schwartz writes: “Inquiry-based learning has been
around in education circles for a long time, but many teachers
and schools gradually moved away from it during the heyday of
No Child Left Behind. The pendulum is beginning to swing back
towards an inquiry-based approach to instruction, thanks to
standards such as Common Core State Standards for math and
English Language Arts; the Next Generation Science Standards;
and the College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework for
Social Studies State Standards. Transitioning to this style of
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teaching requires students to take a more active role and asks
teachers to step back into a supportive position. It can be a
tough transition, but turning to the school librarian for support could make it a little
easier.”...


KQED: Mind/Shift, Jan. 19


Survey: State of the library job market


Emily Weak writes: “Some 204 people who hire
librarians have responded to our new State of the
Library Job Market Survey. It’s still open, so if you’ve
hired at least one librarian and want to add your
voice, please visit the survey site.” The survey seeks
to answer questions about the frequency of library hiring, changes in staffing practices,
the health of the profession, and other measures....


Hiring Librarians, Jan. 17
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For more ALA and library news on a daily basis, check the American Libraries website or
subscribe to our RSS feed.


Early childhood literacy is front-page news


Jennifer Burek Pierce writes: “Last fall, I paid close attention to early
childhood literacy, striking up conversations and creating lengthy lists
of resources. My obsessive information seeking supports students in
my community engagement class who are helping Sioux City (Iowa)
Public Library staffers locate area organizations with an interest in
children’s reading. Library Director Betsy Thompson regards early
childhood literacy as an essential aspect of community wellness and a
key to economic development. She wants to start a conversation with
others who want to support parents and caregivers in encouraging the development of a
child’s language skills before school starts. She’s not alone.”...


American Libraries column, Jan./Feb.


Libraries Transforming Communities


Bailey Brewer writes: “When Erica Freudenberger,
director of the Red Hook (N.Y.) Public Library, set out to
make change in her community, she knew she couldn’t do
it alone—she would need the community itself to help her.
And though her community is small—1,900 people inhabit
the village of Red Hook—it has proven itself mighty,
making changes that community members have wanted
to see for many years. Of course it wasn’t Freudenberger and the community alone who
made these changes happen; it was thanks in part to an initiative called Libraries
Transforming Communities.”...
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American Libraries feature


Sponsored Content


Announcing a new online book club
Recorded Books is pleased to announce the launch of an
online book club celebrating classic literature.


Free to both libraries and their patrons, the Literary Classics
Online Book Club hosts online discussions of classic works via
Facebook, Twitter, and the club’s blog. While books are
selected from the Classics Collection on OneClickDigital (featuring free ebook and
e-audio titles with unlimited simultaneous access), library patrons are also able to
access the title in any format from any other source.


January’s discussions have already begun with the club’s first selection, Hamlet.


ALA hosts two-day blood drive


In recognition of National Blood Donor Month, Librarians
Build Communities, an ALA Membership Initiative Group, has
organized a community blood drive during the 2015 ALA
Midwinter Meeting in Chicago, with special thanks to
LifeSource. Conference attendees are encouraged to join
LBC in this life-saving event on Saturday, January 31, and
Sunday, February 1, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., at the end of
aisle 4800 in the ALA Exhibit Hall. ALA and LBC recognize there are many restrictions
regarding blood donations. Here are some tips on how to prepare....


ALA Chapter Relations Office, Jan. 20; LifeSource


 


 


New schedule for Andrew Carnegie Medals


A new committee is getting a head start on selecting the
prestigious 2016 Andrew Carnegie Medals for Excellence in Fiction
and Nonfiction, awards that reflect the expert judgment and insight
of library professionals who work closely with adult readers. The
schedule for the awards will change in 2016 to the shortlist
announcement in October and winner announcements in January
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at the ALA 2016 Midwinter Meeting. The schedule to date has
been April (shortlist) and June (winners) for books published in the previous year. The
celebratory event will continue to be held at ALA Annual Conference....


RUSA, Jan. 22


 


 


Libraries and user privacy


“Swords, Dragons, and Spells: Libraries and User Privacy,” a
project briefing presented at the Coalition for Networked
Information’s December 2014 member meeting, explored the
privacy challenges generated by web analytics, search engine
optimization, and web-tracking software and surveyed the real-
world data environments that libraries are working in. Panelists
were Peter Brantley, Marshall Breeding, Eric Hellman, and
Gary Price. A video (44:23) of the presentation is now available....


Coalition for Networked Information, Jan. 23; YouTube, Jan. 23


What do you do with a 3D printer?


John Klima writes: “This is the first in a series of posts
about some technology I’ve introduced or will be
introducing to my library. In my mind, the library is a
place where the public can learn about new and
emerging technologies without needing to invest in them.
To that end, I’ve formed a technology committee at our
library that will meet quarterly to talk about how we’re using the existing technology in the
building and what type of technology we could introduce. I’ve wanted a 3D printer forever.
So we bought a machine, set it up, and started printing a bunch of objects. Now the
question I ask is: What’s next?”...


LITA Blog, Jan. 23
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How Windows 10 will change gaming


Ben Silverman writes: “PC gamers haven’t seen much love from
Microsoft over the past few years, but the company is aiming to
change that with Windows 10. During its Windows 10 event on
January 21, Microsoft ran through a variety of ways its upcoming
operating system will improve gaming for PC, tablet, phone, and,
pleasantly, Xbox One owners. Here’s what’s coming.”...


Yahoo! Tech, Jan. 21


 


 


Top 12 novels of the 21st century


What are the greatest novels of the opening years of this tumultuous
century? In search of a collective critical assessment, BBC Culture
contributor Jane Ciabattari polled several dozen book critics, including
Parul Sehgal (New York Times Book Review), Lev Grossman (Time),
Tom Beer (Newsday), Jessa Crispin (Bookslut), C. Max Magee (The
Millions), Donna Seaman (Booklist), Laurie Muchnick (Kirkus Reviews),
and many more. Each named their picks for the best novels published in
English since January 1, 2000. They named 156 novels in all, and
based on the votes, these are the top 12....


BBC Culture, Jan. 19


Glimpses of Alice


Meredith Mann writes: “To celebrate Lewis Carroll’s birthday on
January 27, let’s venture down the rabbit hole to explore depictions
of Alice, his most famous creation, here at the New York Public
Library. Lewis Carroll, the writing pseudonym of Charles Lutwidge
Dodgson, conceived of Alice’s story as an entertainment for Lorina,
Alice, and Edith Liddell, daughters of Oxford colleague Henry
Liddell and his wife, also named Lorina. He presented the
handwritten manuscript of Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland to
namesake Alice Liddell (right) as a Christmas present in 1864.”...


New York Public Library blogs, Jan. 21
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30+ websites with free stock photos


If you are a blogger looking for free photos to use in
your blog posts or a designer looking for free
photography to use in your designs, then check out
these websites and you will find some of the best free
stock photos. All of the photos that you will find are free
to use for commercial purposes, without asking
permission. Some are licensed under Creative
Commons....


designskilz, Jan. 14
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For more ALA and library news on a daily basis, check the American Libraries website or
subscribe to our RSS feed.


Selecting the (mock) Newbery and Caldecott winners


Greg Landgraf writes: “‘Read a book, yo!’ That’s the
unofficial motto of a group of students at Derby Academy
in Hingham, Massachusetts. They took it from N. D.
Wilson’s Boys of Blur, a book many of them were
introduced to as part of their school library’s mock
Newbery Medal election program this year. Like many
others, Derby Librarian Barbara Zinkovich has found
mock elections for the Newbery—or other Youth Media Awards (YMA)—to be a valuable
tool for engaging both enthusiastic and reluctant readers.”...


AL: The Scoop, Jan. 27


ALA seeks feedback on draft national policy agenda


Libraries are in a revolution fueled by advances in
technology, and thus the roles, capabilities, and
expectations of libraries are changing rapidly. National
public policy for libraries must reflect these changes. In January the ALA Office for
Information Technology Policy released a discussion draft policy agenda (PDF file) that
articulates three broad themes to organize the national public policy goals of the US
library community: services, people, and institutional issues. Feedback should be sent by
February 27....


Office for Information Technology Policy, Jan. 26
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Sponsored Content


Announcing a new online book club
Recorded Books is pleased to announce the launch of an
online book club celebrating classic literature.


Free to both libraries and their patrons, the Literary Classics
Online Book Club hosts online discussions of classic works via
Facebook, Twitter, and the club’s blog. While books are
selected from the Classics Collection on OneClickDigital (featuring free ebook and
e-audio titles with unlimited simultaneous access), library patrons are also able to
access the title in any format from any other source.


January’s discussions have already begun with the club’s first selection, Hamlet.


Two University of Oregon archivists suspended


University of Oregon officials warned a professor holding 22,000
pages of records that further disclosure of their contents would
violate his responsibility as a faculty member. Late in 2014
Economics Professor William T. Harbaugh (right) requested and
received the electronic documents, consisting of the digital records
of four previous presidents, from the university’s library archives.
The administration has placed two archivists—James Fox, director
of special collections and university archives, and Kira Homo,
electronic records archivist—on paid administrative leave pending an investigation. The
controversy pits privacy rights and the alleged confidentiality of records against academic
freedom and the public’s right to know....


Portland Oregonian, Jan. 26; Chronicle of Higher Education, Jan. 27


 


 


IMLS 2012 Public Libraries Survey Report


In 2012, Americans made 1.5 billion trips to public libraries in the
United States—the equivalent of more than 4.1 million visits each
day, according to new research by the Institute of Museum and
Library Services. The research indicates there is still a high
demand for the resources and services of the nation’s
approximately 9,000 public libraries. IMLS released the report,
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Public Libraries in the United States Survey: Fiscal Year 2012, an
analysis of the most comprehensive annual data collection of US
public library statistics, on January 26....


Institute of Museum and Library Services, Jan. 26


 


 


Drinking coffee to support local libraries


Chris Arnone writes: “Coffee and books go together like peanut
butter and jelly, but in Kansas City, drinking a great cup of joe
can also help support local libraries. Head over to The Roasterie
website, and you’ll find they sell two different Cause Blends to
support two of the major libraries on the Missouri side of the
Kansas City area: Library Lovers’ blend for the Mid-Continent
Public Library and Library blend for Kansas City Public Library.
Buying bags of these beneficent beans sends 10% of the
proceeds to these amazing libraries.”...


Book Riot, Jan. 21


3D printing programs for kids


Claire Moore writes: “Public libraries are in a unique position
when it comes to educating kids and families and preparing
them for technological changes. The ALA recently published a
paper (PDF file) that tackles 3D printing technology, public
policy, and the role of libraries in this conversation. When we
received our 3D printer a little over a year ago, most of the
children’s staff had no idea what to make of it. Then one brave
children’s staffer took the lead and spent time tinkering with
the printer and has been a real 3D guru to the rest of the department.”...


ALSC Blog, Jan. 26
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10 things a children’s librarian needs to know


Gretchen Kaser writes: “Services to children and teens are
the cornerstone of any modern public library. A strong youth
services program can get new patrons in the door by
promoting literacy education and providing children with a
place to go after school. That said, there are many things a
youth services librarian needs to know in order to be
successful and provide the best possible service to young
patrons.”...


Public Libraries Online, Jan. 26


 


 


Library Simplified: Reaching the three-click goal


Robert C. Maier writes: “What if our patrons could get
to the ebooks of their choice in just three clicks? Click
once to discover, click twice to download, and the third
click to read. Does this sound like science fiction?
Well, we may know soon. The New York Public Library
is leading a project called Library Simplified to reach
that three-click goal. NYPL and 10 partner libraries are hard at work to streamline the
patron experience of getting to ebook content. At the top of the list of challenges our
users face in accessing ebooks is the series of contortions they need to execute in order
to set up their ereader devices for library borrowing.”...


AL: E-Content, Jan. 26


50 essential literary biographies


Jonathon Sturgeon writes: “Literary biography is a hugely significant,
if often overlooked, enterprise. Today, much of what we know about
the authors we admire is filtered through an ocean of online mini-
biographies, nearly all of which are copies of copies. The original
source of an enormous amount of this information is the literary
biography, and in the case of most authors, there are precious few
examples of such books. With this in mind, I’ve come up with a list of
50 essential literary biographies. I tried to strike a balance between



http://www.steelcase.com/libraries
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quality books and the biographies that are the most enjoyable to
read.”...


Flavorwire, Jan. 23


Medieval speech bubbles


Erik Kwakkel writes: “I often see parallels between
medieval and modern technology and media. As odd
as this may sound, as a medieval book historian I see
such parallels with modern concepts all the time: All
you need is a pair of eyes and a little imagination. A
few days ago, however, I encountered a parallel I had
never seen before: a drawing with the appearance of a page from a modern comic book.
The drawing from circa 1300 shows a group of people walking, some of them with a
walking stick in their hands. You can almost hear the sing-songs in the background. As it
turns out, this merry scene bears more than one parallel to a modern comic book
story.”...


medievalbooks, Jan. 23
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American Library Association • January 9, 2015
 


For more ALA and library news on a daily basis, check the American Libraries website or
subscribe to our RSS feed.


An interview with Outlander author Diana Gabaldon


Diana Gabaldon reads everything—and lots of it. When she
started writing her first book, it didn’t even have a genre. More
than 20 years and eight books later, the Outlander series is still
a cataloging conundrum that fits on a variety of shelves, including
sci-fi, romance, historical fiction, military fiction, and fantasy. Last
summer, the story also became a hit TV show on Starz and was
picked up for a second season. Gabaldon spoke with American
Libraries about the importance of research to her writing, the
impact of the internet, and the differences between Outlander and Game of Thrones....


American Libraries feature


Libraries and Charlie Hebdo


R. David Lankes writes: “This morning in a Tweet I
was asked ‘what should public libraries do’ about the
Charlie Hebdo attack. It was frankly a humbling and
scary question. After all, I am not in Paris, and I
cannot claim to know everything that French libraries
do now. However, it would be an obvious act of
cowardice to simply respond with some high level non-answer like ‘help the communities
have a conversation.’ So I ended up with: ‘All libraries should provide a safe place to
recover and the tools to turn tragedy into action and understanding.’” ALA President
Courtney Young released a statement about the attack and the Association’s professional
values, and the French library groups have done the same....



http://www.apa.org/pubs/books/e-collections/2015.aspx?utm_source=al_direct&utm_medium=display_email&utm_content=january&utm_campaign=ecollections2015
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R. David Lankes, Jan. 8; ALA Public Information Office, Jan. 7; Association des
Bibliothécaires de France, Jan. 7


 


 


Tucson schools, state, seek agreement on ethnic studies


Tucson Unified School District (TUSD) must change
how some of its ethnic studies curriculum is being
taught in order to comply with Arizona law, State
Schools Superintendent Diane Douglas (left) said
January 8. Douglas said she is giving the district until
March to make adjustments and wants to correct the
“misunderstanding that the Arizona Department of
Education is opposed to ethnic studies.” TUSD Superintendent H. T. Sanchez (right) and
Douglas met January 7 in Phoenix to discuss the future of the classes; Sanchez said
Douglas told him she wants him to expand the program. In 2012, TUSD’s Governing
Board voted to shut down the previous Mexican-American studies curriculum in fear of
losing 10% of its funding....


Arizona Public Media, Jan. 8


Jason Segel confirmed as Midwinter speaker


Well-known for his work in television and film, actor, comedian, and
screenwriter Jason Segel will appear as Auditorium Speaker 10–11
a.m. on Saturday, January 31, at the ALA Midwinter Meeting in
Chicago. Segel made his debut as a children’s book author in 2014
with the first installment of his middle-grade trilogy Nightmares!
(cowritten by Kirsten Miller), with the second in the series,
Nightmares: The Sleepwalker Tonic, due for publication in September
2015. His appearance is sponsored by Random House Children’s
Books....


ALA Conference Services, Jan. 6


 


 


CES 2015: 3D printers


Jason Griffey writes: “I spent the first day of the
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exhibit hall opening working to see all the 3D printers
that I could, and that turned out to be basically an all-
day affair. This year the Consumer Electronics Show
isolated all of the 3D printers together at the Sands
Convention Center, which turned out to be great.
Check the video (4:03) for some visuals and
commentary. My number one choice for libraries that are looking at buying a 3D printer is
the Lulzbot Mini (above) from Aleph Objects.”...


Pattern Recognition, Jan. 9; YouTube, Jan. 8


 


 


Giant, wall-sized, family-friendly tablets


Fuhu has announced new Big Tab options at the
Consumer Electronics Show, and they’re so huge,
they dwarf the 24-inch model launched in 2014.
These latest entries to the Big Tab lineup include 42-
inch, 55-inch, and 65-inch models, so they’re
definitely not something you’d hold in your hand to
watch Netflix or check your emails on. These are
touchscreen displays with access to Google Play. The 55- and 65-inch ones even have
full Ultra HD resolution, Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, and near field communication. More info here....


Engadget, Jan. 7; USA Today, Jan. 6


 


 


Orange County libraries turn to iBeacon


Satta Sarmah writes: “In November, the Orange County (Fla.) Library
System implemented BluuBeam, an Orlando-based service that uses
iBeacon technology to send location-triggered information to patrons.
Visitors who download the app get an alert about library offers and
events. So, for example, if you’re searching the third floor stacks for a
Julia Child cookbook, you’ll receive a message about the library’s
Cuisine Corner program that features cooking demos by local chefs.
Assistant Director Debbie Moss said the library wanted an innovative
way to inform patrons about services that matched their interests.”...
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21 books that will hit the big screen in 2015


Arielle Calderon writes: “We are looking forward to
another year of awesome movie adaptations. Here
are 21, in order of release date. For example, In the
Heart of the Sea, by Nathaniel Philbrick. What it’s
about: This is the true story of the whaleship Essex
that was attacked by a sperm whale and left several
crew members at sea for more than 90 days, resulting in desperate measures for
survival. This was also the story that inspired Herman Melville’s Moby-Dick. It’s a
fascinating read and will no doubt be just as intriguing to see on screen. Release date is
March 13. It stars Chris Hemsworth, Cillian Murphy, and Charlotte Riley.”...


BuzzFeed Books, Jan. 6


 


 


A teenager’s view on social media


Andrew Watts, 19-year-old student, writes: “I read technology articles
quite often and see plenty of authors attempt to dissect or describe the
teenage audience, especially with regard to social media. However, I
have yet to see a teenager contribute to this discussion. This is where I
would like to provide my own humble opinion. I think the best way to
approach this is to break it down by social media network and the observations and
viewpoints I’ve gathered over the years. To start, Facebook. In short, many have nailed
this on the head. It’s dead to us.” Read the new Pew Research social media update 2014
as a comparison....


Backchannel, Jan. 2; Pew Research Internet Project, Jan. 9


45 quick changes that will get your résumé noticed


There is certainly a time and a place for a résumé overhaul.
Taking a couple hours to really clean up your résumé is worth
doing before you start a job search, or even just once a year as
a tune-up. But sometimes you just have a few minutes, and you
want to spend them giving your résumé a quick polishing-up.
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Choose how much time you have, pick a (mini) project, and get
ready for your résumé to be that much more eye-catching....


The Muse, Jan. 6
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American Library Association • January 6, 2015
 


For more ALA and library news on a daily basis, check the American Libraries website or
subscribe to our RSS feed.


Not your garden-variety library


Greg Landgraf writes: “Librarians recognize that the idea of
libraries as a place for just books is ludicrous and has been
for decades. ‘We go with the ‘great libraries build great
communities’ mantra,’ says Nancy Coriaty, deputy town
librarian for branch services at Fairfield (Conn.) Public
Library. ‘If we see something we think will benefit the
community, we go for it.’ It was with that thought in mind that
the library created a seed library at its Fairfield Woods branch in 2011. The basic concept
of a seed library is fairly simple.”...


American Libraries feature; Fairfield (Conn.) Public Library


Ohio libraries fear more state cuts


Ohio’s libraries have become increasingly reliant on local
property taxes, despite successfully preventing a 50%
state funding cut six years ago. The Ohio Library Council
reported that only 30% of Ohio’s libraries had local tax
levies a decade ago, but now 70% have a levy. The
increase in levies—at least 311 between 2008 and the
November election—began when state funding decreased 18% in 2009. The hit in 2009
was a surprise for a system that had typically received an increase in state funding—or at
least no change—for more than two decades, with the exception of 2002, when there was
an 8% decrease....
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Marion (Ohio) Star, Jan. 3


 


 


Rapid growth in 3D printer use raises public policy issues


To ensure people are able to use 3D printers responsibly and effectively,
librarians must now work towards developing policies in copyright,
trademark, privacy, and product liability. Established, reasonable
practices for 3D printing will enable this technology to best serve our
communities and inform the laws, regulations, and judicial decisions to
come. In a new ALA report (PDF file), author Charlie Wapner
encourages libraries, as leaders of the digital learning and 3D printing
movement, to take a proactive role in developing institutional policies that
address the social, technological, and political complexities that result
from 3D printing....


ALA Office for Information Technology Policy, Jan. 6


ALA Annual Conference registration opens January 12


Both registration and housing for the 2015 ALA Annual
Conference and Exhibition will open at noon Central
time on Monday, January 12. The conference will be
held at the Moscone Center in San Francisco, June 25–
30. Be one of the first to sign up to experience keynote
speakers, Auditorium Speakers, awards presentations and celebrations, Book Buzz
Theatre, the Networking Uncommons, Unconference, Library Camp, and more than 800
exhibiting organizations....


ALA Conference Services


 


 


Privacy for digital library patrons


Peter Brantley writes: “Patron privacy has long been a concern for
libraries and library users in the digital age. Recently it has
become a red-hot issue, and several articles and essays in the
library press in recent weeks have pointed to the importance of
safeguarding user privacy in the digital realm. But to cling to an
ideal of the public library as an assured safe haven does a
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disservice both to our users and to our libraries. In today’s digital
world, libraries cannot guarantee the absolute privacy of our
users. But, more importantly, for our own purposes, we shouldn’t want to.”...


Publishers Weekly, Jan. 2


 


 


OverDrive’s 10 most frequently asked questions


Carrie Smith writes: “In 2015, more people will use your
OverDrive-powered digital library than ever before. To help
you stay on top of growing traffic, we’ve rounded up answers
to 10 of our most frequently asked questions. For example,
how to return digital titles. Our help article explains how the
Return Title button works, how to return titles you’ve
downloaded to a computer or device, and some exceptions to
the rules.”...


OverDrive Blogs, Jan. 2


 


 


CES 2015 unveiled


Jason Griffey writes: “After a full day of travel, I
attended the first press event for the 2015 Consumer
Electronics Show in Las Vegas, CES Unveiled, on
January 4. This is the event where the eager press
gets its first shot at video and interviews with the
newest and shiniest tech of the year (and some of the
silliest). The standout at this particular event seemed to be Belty (I assure you, I am not
making this up), an automated smart belt. It was so popular that I couldn’t even get close.
Other cool stuff is highlighted in this video (3:39).”...


Pattern Recognition, Jan. 5; CNET News, Jan. 4; YouTube, Jan. 4
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Should you buy a 4K computer monitor?


Chris Hoffman writes: “4K computer monitors have been
quickly dropping in price, and you can now buy them for less
than $500. 4K TVs are getting cheaper, too—but 4K
computer monitors have a stronger pitch to make than TVs
do right now. As with TVs, a 4K computer monitor has a
display resolution of 3840 x 2160. This is about four times as
many pixels as a typical 1920 x 1080, or 1080p, display.
Your operating system (Windows, Mac, Linux, or even Chrome OS) can output at higher
resolutions than 1080p, with the right graphics card. You could grab a 4K monitor, plug it
into your computer, and increase your display resolution to 3840 x 2160. But note that
you can’t stream the handful of 4K videos on Netflix or Amazon to your computer—only to
certain 4K TVs.”....


How-To Geek, Jan. 6


 


 


10 new games that will be released in 2015


Matt Kamen writes: “2015 promises to be huge for
games. The new generation consoles are settled in,
PC gaming is growing exponentially, and more people
than ever are playing. But what exactly will they be
playing? One new game will be The Witcher III: Wild
Hunt (PS4, Xbox One, PC) scheduled for release May
19. The Witcher series stands distinct from its RPG
brethren by virtue of its deliberately difficult combat, necessitating preparation before even
basic encounters. Wild Hunt concludes the dark fantasy opus based on Andrzej
Sapkowski’s novels, with antihero Geralt of Rivia faced with an invading, spectral evil.”...


The Guardian (UK), Jan. 4


Smithsonian puts 40,000 artworks online for free


T. C. Sottek writes: “The Smithsonian’s Freer Gallery of
Art and Arthur M. Sackler Gallery have an amazing gift
for the world in 2015: a newly available collection of
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40,000 digitized Asian and American artworks. The
Smithsonian says its vast collection has mostly never
been seen by the public, and the institution is making the
collection available for free public use. The release is part
of an extensive effort by the Smithsonian to make its resources available beyond its
prominent physical presence on Washington’s National Mall.”...


The Verge, Jan. 3


Five public library marketing trends for 2015


Tiffany McClary writes: “There is no shortage of predictions
about what 2015 holds for marketers. Of course, many of
these trends won’t have much of an immediate impact on
public libraries (wearable technology, anyone?). But there
are a few worth considering. The trend toward providing
useful, relevant content that people want to consume will
continue. Public library teams can take the information they share in the library—how to
research a term paper, search for a job, find investors—and turn it into bite-sized tips for
Twitter, blog posts, and ebooks.”...


New Jersey State Library blog, Dec. 19
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American Library Association • January 13, 2015
 


For more ALA and library news on a daily basis, check the American Libraries website or
subscribe to our RSS feed.


Public libraries roll out high school diploma programs


Kristen Lepore writes: “Angie Velasquez discovered on
Facebook that Los Angeles Public Library was offering a
new free service in 2014: an online accredited high
school diploma. She was working full-time as a general
manager at a bakery while taking classes toward her
associate’s degree at Los Angeles Harbor College. Her
schedule was hectic, but the idea of finally obtaining a
high school diploma was enticing. Velasquez, now 27, is
one of 48 Los Angeles residents to receive a scholarship to participate in LAPL’s Career
Online High School. About six months in, she has completed 75% of the program.”...


American Libraries feature


Submit your project to the 2015 Library Design Showcase


American Libraries is now accepting submissions for the 2015
Library Design Showcase, an annual feature celebrating new
and newly renovated or expanded libraries of all types. The
showcase will appear in the September/October 2015 issue. We
are looking for libraries that are shining examples of innovative
architecture and that address patrons’ needs in unique,
interesting, and effective ways. If your library is on the cutting
edge, we want our readers to know about it. To be eligible,
projects must have been completed between May 1, 2014, and April 30, 2015. The
deadline for submissions (PDF file) is May 31, 2015....
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American Libraries, Jan. 13


 


 


MOOC: Library advocacy unshushed


ALA has announced a partnership with the Canadian Library
Association and the University of Toronto iSchool in offering its
popular MOOC (Massively Open Online Course), titled “Library
Advocacy Unshushed: Values, Evidence, Action” beginning February
1. Wendy Newman (right), senior fellow and lecturer at the Faculty
of Information at the iSchool, will lead this six-week adaptation of a
popular online elective class on advocacy, offering anyone an
opportunity to learn more about advocacy for libraries and
strengthening of the communities they serve. Register online....


ALA Office for Library Advocacy, Jan. 13


Meg Cabot added to Gala Author Tea lineup


Meg Cabot (The Princess Diaries, right) will join Marisa de los
Santos, Steve Berry, Elizabeth Berg, Thomas Perry, and Marja Mills
for United for Libraries’ Gala Author Tea, sponsored by
ReferenceUSA, 2–4 p.m. Central time on February 2 at the 2015
ALA Midwinter Meeting in Chicago. A light offering of tea, finger
sandwiches, and a variety of sweet treats will be served. A book
signing will follow. United for Libraries will recognize the winners of
the 2014 National Friends of Libraries Week Awards during the
program....


United for Libraries, Jan. 12


 


 


Authors Guild drops HathiTrust case


After suffering two major defeats in its legal battle with the HathiTrust (a
consortium of Google’s library scanning partners) the Authors Guild in
early January finally did what many expected them to do long ago: They
declared victory and ended the litigation. In a stipulation filed with the
court January 7, the Authors Guild v. HathiTrust was officially dismissed,
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by agreement of the parties. In a concession, HathiTrust officials agreed
that the organization would, for a five-year period, notify the Authors
Guild if it decides to change its practices....


Publishers Weekly, Jan. 8; Authors Guild, Jan. 8


 


 


Meet the classroom of the future


William Huntsberry writes: “The classroom of the
future probably won’t be led by a robot with arms and
legs, but it may be guided by a digital brain. It may
look like this: one room, about the size of a basketball
court; more than 100 students, all plugged into
laptops; and 15 teachers and teaching assistants.
This isn’t just the future, it’s the 6th grade math class
at David Boody Jr. High School in Brooklyn, near Coney Island. Beneath all the human
buzz, something other than humans is running the show: algorithms.”...


National Public Radio: Ed, Jan. 12


 


 


Afterschool Funding available through states


In late December, Congress passed its massive $1.01
trillion CROmnibus bill providing FY2015 funding for much
of the federal government. It is safe to say that the
appropriations package presents no major new library or
educational initiatives. One example of a library program
receiving a slight increase is the 21st Century Community
Learning Centers, which received an increase of $2.3
million (0.2% of its budget). As with many federal education programs, funding is awarded
directly to state educational agencies that control how the grants are apportioned.
Libraries have opportunities to apply for many of these grants....
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District Dispatch, Jan. 12


 


 


BOOMbox, Skokie Public Library’s STEAM space


Amy Koester writes: “In November, the newest learning
space at Skokie (Ill.) Public Library opened: the BOOMbox.
The BOOMbox is a new STEAM space based on the
museum concept of rotating displays but, in this case,
rotating interactive STEAM learning experiences. Day-to-
day management and planning falls to Amy Holcomb
(right), experiential learning librarian. She was kind enough
to answer some questions about the BOOMbox, the
philosophy for the space, and what’s taking place in the BOOMbox for library customers
from 3d grade through adults.”...


The Show Me Librarian, Jan. 12


 


 


Competencies for professionals in learning labs and
makerspaces


Kyungwon Koh and June Abbas write: “Learning labs and
makerspaces in libraries and museums are transformative
learning spaces that provide access to a range of media
and technologies for community members who might not
otherwise be able to afford these technologies or have
access to expertise. We conducted a research project to
identify the top 10 competencies and skills required for
professionals to perform innovative services for learning labs and makerspaces in
libraries or museums.”...


academia.edu


An analysis of Time’s 100 best books for young adults


Molly Wetta writes: “Most librarians love a booklist. But
when major media outlets cover young adult fiction, the
results are sometimes mixed. So it was with a healthy



http://www.steelcase.com/libraries

http://showmelibrarian.blogspot.com/2015/01/welcome-to-boombox-skokies-steam-space.html

http://alamw15.ala.org/

http://www.academia.edu/7917988/Research_Summary_Competencies_for_Professionals_in_Learning_Labs_and_Makerspaces

http://www.academia.edu/7917988/Research_Summary_Competencies_for_Professionals_in_Learning_Labs_and_Makerspaces

http://www.yalsa.ala.org/thehub/2015/01/13/analysis-of-time-magazines-100-best-books-for-young-adults/

http://www.yalsa.ala.org/thehub/2015/01/13/analysis-of-time-magazines-100-best-books-for-young-adults/

http://www.yalsa.ala.org/thehub/2015/01/13/analysis-of-time-magazines-100-best-books-for-young-adults/





AL Direct, January 13, 2015


file:///G|/Archives/Ahxasst/ALA%20corr/ALAIR%20Project%20File/ALDirect/AL%20Direct,%20January%2013,%202015.htm[6/10/2015 2:30:02 PM]


dose of skepticism that many young adult librarians
viewed Time magazine’s release of its list of 100 Best
Young Adult Books. While the list does include many fantastic young adult novels, and
many other books that are classics in their own right, it is not without its deficiencies. For
your convenience, I’ve made a spreadsheet of all the titles and added the publication
date and any ALA awards the title has won.”...


YALSA The Hub, Jan. 13; Time, Jan. 8


The dictionary in the digital age


Stefan Fatsis writes: “By the high-gloss, high-tech
standards of 21st-century corporate life, the headquarters
of America’s premier dictionary publisher is an unusual
place. Merriam-Webster Inc. is housed in a two-story brick
building in Springfield, Massachusetts, that, if not for the
bas-relief dictionary and company name above the front
door, could pass for an old elementary school. The second
floor is home to about 40 definers, etymologists, pronouncers, daters, and typists, plus
the most comprehensive extant repository of the history of American English: 16 million 3-
by-5-inch slips of paper, known as citations, crammed into alphabetized drawers in rows
of chest-high, metal filing cabinets.”....


Slate, Jan. 12
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For more ALA and library news on a daily basis, check the American Libraries website or
subscribe to our RSS feed.


President’s Message: Everyone’s work


ALA President Courtney Young writes: “Diversity, one focus of my
campaign for ALA president, is a programmatic priority of ALA. It
includes not only fostering the diversity of the profession but also working
to ensure that we are serving all segments of our populations. I believe
diversity is an essential value for everyone working in a library or
pursuing a degree in library and information science or a related field.
Libraries that have the most significant impact on their communities understand and
embrace the importance of diversity. They showcase their librarians, staff, and volunteers
as members of a vibrant community and their library as a place where difference is
welcome.”...


American Libraries column, Jan./Feb.


Honoring the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.


On Monday, January 19, we celebrate the birthday of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. That day, our nation reflects on his life and legacy. Dr.
King’s life and work will also be commemorated two weeks later
during the ALA Midwinter Meeting, when we honor books, videos, and
other outstanding materials for children and teens during the Youth
Media Awards ceremony on February 2. Sponsored by the Ethnic and
Multicultural Information Exchange Round Table, the Coretta Scott
King Book Awards are given annually to outstanding African-
American authors and illustrators of books for children and young adults that demonstrate
an appreciation of African-American culture and universal human values. Academic,
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activist, and author Cornel West will keynote the 2015 Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday
Observance and Sunrise Celebration at the ALA Midwinter Meeting on February 2....


I Love Libraries, Jan. 15


 


 


New E-rate implementation begins


Marijke Visser writes: “I doubt the Federal
Communications Commission timed its second E-rate
Modernization Order to correspond with the holiday
season, but the timing has provided a variety of
opportunities for analogies for those of us writing about
the program. So while we at the ALA Washington Office
are transitioning from 2014 to 2015, we are getting to
work on our E-rate resolution for 2015 and transitioning
from pre-order advocacy to post-order implementation. Our first order of business is
getting the word out to libraries about the changes and opportunities these changes
provide libraries.”...


District Dispatch, Jan. 14


Montgomery County loans out Little Free Libraries


The Montgomery County (Tex.) Library System soon
will add a new offering to its usual items for check-out.
Selected county residents will be able to take a “Little
Free Library” out on loan and set it up in their
neighborhoods or in front of a business.The final
product resembles a large birdhouse with glass
windows that allows a passerby to read the book titles.
The Library Friends of Conroe sponsored the project and have agreed to help Library
Marketing and Program Coordinator Melissa Baker (above) fill the mini-building with its
first selection of titles....


Houston (Tex.) Chronicle, Jan. 13


 


 


10 portable keyboards
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Nathan Eddy writes: “As mobile devices get slimmer and
lighter, the makers of portable, Bluetooth-enabled
keyboards have responded in kind, producing ultraslim,
yet durable, devices that boast excellent battery life and
feature smart on/off technology to help users keep
recharging to a minimum. Whether you’re an Android tablet user or tied to your iPhone 6,
most of these keyboards are compatible with a wide range of mobile devices, and some
are even capable of switching between multiple operating systems with the flick of a dial.
While some of the more sophisticated keyboards out there can put a decent dent in your
tech budget, many perfectly acceptable models can be found for under $30.”...


eWeek, Jan. 14


 


 


OverDrive: Children’s ebook sales rose in 2014


Library spending on children’s, juvenile, and young adult ebooks in
2014 grew by 48% over 2013. Helping drive this dramatic growth was
OverDrive’s 2014 launch of narrated ebooks and highly illustrated
bestselling children’s titles using open industry standard EPUB3 and
OverDrive Read. Narrated ebooks, with audio synced to text, include
titles from such actors and authors as John Lithgow, Randy Travis,
and Ray Charles. Several narrated titles incorporate a full soundtrack
and sound effects....


OverDrive Blogs, Jan. 13


 


 


10 must-read academic books of 2015


Jonathon Sturgeon writes: “As readers, we too often take for granted
that the best books of the year are released by the Big Five publishers.
But the truth is that great works of academic writing many times outlast
non-academic works when it comes to shaping a given conversation.
With this in mind, here are 10 must-read academic books slated for
2015, on themes ranging from Islam and liberalism to veterans’ and
migrants’ rights.”...


Flavorwire, Jan. 12


 



http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blog/who-inspires-you

http://blogs.overdrive.com/library/2015/01/13/childrens-ebook-sales-surge-in-2014-in-public-libraries-and-schools-through-overdrive/

http://www.recordedbooks.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=rb.atomicLearning

http://flavorwire.com/498149/10-must-read-academic-books-for-2015/view-all





AL Direct, January 16, 2015


file:///G|/Archives/Ahxasst/ALA%20corr/ALAIR%20Project%20File/ALDirect/AL%20Direct,%20January%2016,%202015.htm[6/10/2015 2:30:03 PM]


 


 


Orwellian America: DCPL holds events on privacy


In late January, the District of Columbia Public Library will teach
residents how to use the internet anonymization tool Tor as part of a
10-day series designed to shed light on government surveillance,
transparency, and personal privacy. A series called “Orwellian
America,” held by a publicly funded entity mere minutes from a
Congress and administration that allowed the NSA’s surveillance
programs to spin wildly out of control, certainly seems subversive. But the library says it
wasn’t really intended that way....


Motherboard, Jan. 14; District of Columbia Public Library


 


 


MOOCs for librarians


Bryan Brown writes: “If you are a current or recent graduate
student or work in higher ed, you have heard of the disruptive
tech du jour, Massive Open Online Courses. While MOOCs
are in their infancy, they are being scrutinized pretty heavily
because of their potential to drink academia’s milkshake.
While the course structure of a MOOC and a university course are fairly similar (a domain
expert organizes a field and puts together a linear curriculum of lectures, readings, and
quizzes), the primary differences lie in the method of interaction and their perception of
credibility (though certain platforms are experimenting with offering credentials, they don’t
carry as much weight as a traditional university degree).”...


LITA Blog, Jan. 14


A day in the life of the British Library


Living Knowledge is a project that sets out the British
Library’s vision for its future development as it looks
ahead to 2023, the year of its 50th anniversary as the
national library of the United Kingdom. Enjoy its video
(2:05) of a day in the life of the British Library. The
soundtrack was created by DJ Yoda in a custom-made
track sampling the library’s own vast sound collections,
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performed live from the British Library’s Entrance Hall on November 21, 2014, as part of
the BBC 6 Music Celebrates Libraries season. Or watch 10 hypnotic minutes of book
requests from the library’s book request system, showing the sheer range and diversity of
content that is being used by readers every day....


British Library, Jan. 15; YouTube, Jan. 14, 16
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American Library Association • January 30, 2015
 


For more ALA and library news on a daily basis, check the American Libraries website or
subscribe to our RSS feed.


Learning together: Finding the power in co-mentoring


Kristen Totleben (left) and Kathryn Deiss write:
“Everyone can benefit from having a mentor—
someone who takes an interest in your growth and
development and provides you with experience-based
wisdom. In September 2012 we began a traditional,
mentor-mentee relationship. We agreed to meet in
person at the 2013 ALA Midwinter Meeting, where Kathryn also attended the President’s
Program with organizational and community building expert Peter Block, who presented
on the power of equality in relationships and communities.”...


American Libraries column, Jan./Feb.


ALA launches new E-Rate initiative


ALA on January 28 announced the launch of Got E-
Rate?, a new initiative that encourages library leaders
to apply for internet discounts as part of the national
E-Rate program. The initiative is a response to the
Federal Communications Commission’s recent
overhaul of the E-Rate program, which included
adding $1.5 billion to the annual available funding. This infusion and other program
changes provide new opportunities for libraries to radically rethink their broadband
networks and begin to make gains toward the broadband speeds necessary for today’s
and tomorrow’s library services....
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District Dispatch, Jan. 28


Sponsored Content


Announcing a new online book club
Recorded Books is pleased to announce the launch of an
online book club celebrating classic literature.


Free to both libraries and their patrons, the Literary Classics
Online Book Club hosts online discussions of classic works via
Facebook, Twitter, and the club’s blog. While books are
selected from the Classics Collection on OneClickDigital (featuring free ebook and
e-audio titles with unlimited simultaneous access), library patrons are also able to
access the title in any format from any other source.


January’s discussions have already begun with the club’s first selection, Hamlet.


All about the Pura Belpré Awards


Steve Zalusky writes: “The Pura Belpré Award is presented to a
Latino writer and to a Latino illustrator whose work best
portrays, affirms, and celebrates the Latino cultural experience
in an outstanding work of literature for children. The award,
announced annually at the ALA Youth Media Awards
presentation, is cosponsored by the ALSC division and the
National Association to Promote Library and Information
Services to Latinos and the Spanish Speaking (Reforma), an
ALA affiliate. The award honors Pura Belpré (right), the first Puerto Rican to be hired by
the New York Public Library. She pioneered the library’s work with the Puerto Rican
community.” Watch a livestream of the Youth Media Awards presentation on Monday
morning, February 2....


I Love Libraries, Jan. 29


 


 


Public libraries serving the homeless


Sandi Fox writes: “Almost every morning at the Denver
Public Library’s main branch, a group gathers on the
fourth floor at the doors of the Community Technology
Center, home to the library’s public access computers.
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Many of them are homeless or underemployed. But the
DPL, like many city libraries, is a safe haven during the
day, especially during winter months. Public libraries
have long grappled with how to deal with and assist homeless patrons who bring a unique
set of needs and challengers to librarians. ALA President Courtney Young says that in
times of economic hardship, more people turn to and depend on libraries and librarians
for help.”...


PBS NewsHour, Jan. 28


 


 


2015 ACRL Excellence in Academic Libraries Awards


ACRL has announced the recipients of the 2015
Excellence in Academic Libraries Award: Santa Fe
College, Lawrence W. Tyree Library (right),
Gainesville, Florida; Amherst (Mass.) College, Frost
Library; and Purdue University Libraries, West
Lafayette, Indiana. Sponsored by ACRL and YBP
Library Services, the award recognizes the staff of a college, university, and community
college library for programs that deliver exemplary services and resources to further the
educational mission of the institution....


ACRL, Jan. 27


22 ideas win the Knight News Challenge: Libraries


In September 2014 the Knight Foundation launched its
12th Knight News Challenge, on libraries, asking the
question, “How might we leverage libraries as a platform
to build more knowledgeable communities?” On January
30 the foundation announced 22 winners of that
challenge, awarding the recipients a share of $3 million
for their ideas. Several themes emerged among the winners, including focusing on digital
rights and privacy, history and digital preservation, the maker movement, and open data.
A recognition ceremony was held at the ALA Midwinter Meeting in Chicago....


Knight Blog, Jan. 30


 


 



http://ebooks.cambridge.org/clr/home.jsf

http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2015/01/2015-acrl-excellence-academic-libraries-award-winners-announced

http://www.knightfoundation.org/blogs/knightblog/2015/1/30/22-projects-win-knight-news-challenge-libraries/

http://www.knightfoundation.org/blogs/knightblog/2014/9/10/bracken-knight-news-challenge-libraries-offers-25-million-innovative-ideas/
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The Internet Archive steps in where Google no longer goes


Andy Baio writes: “For years, Google’s mission included the
preservation of the past. But in the last five years, starting around
2010, the shifting priorities of Google’s management left its archival
projects in limbo, or abandoned entirely. Two months ago, Larry
Page said the company has outgrown its 14-year-old mission
statement. Its ambitions have grown, and its priorities have shifted.
Google may have dropped the ball on the past, but fortunately, someone was there to
pick it up. The Internet Archive is mostly known for archiving the web, a task the San
Francisco-based nonprofit has tirelessly done since 1996. But it does much more.”...


Medium: The Message, Jan. 28


 


 


ProQuest Ebook Central will combine ebrary and EBL


ProQuest has unveiled the name of its new ebook platform:
ProQuest Ebook Central. Launching in mid-2015, ProQuest
Ebook Central will integrate key elements from both ebrary and
EBL–Ebook Library, along with all-new functionality, delivering a next-generation
experience for researchers and librarians. The platform will feature a user-centered
design that will improve ebook research and management experiences. Product
engineers are working in close collaboration with researchers and librarians to create a
responsive resource....


ProQuest, Jan. 30


Top 10 multicultural fiction titles for youth, 2015


Ilene Cooper writes: “These multicultural fiction titles,
reviewed in Booklist between February 1, 2014, and
January 2015, look at people from different backgrounds,
but their struggles are often universal. For example, God
Loves Hair (Arsenal Pulp, 2014) by Vivek Shraya. The
unnamed narrator, a Canadian son of Hindu immigrants,
finally finds answers about his gender when he sees a
statue of Lord Shiva depicted as half man, half woman. The evocative text is enhanced
by lavish illustrations.”...



http://www.thecrowleycompany.com/zeta/ala.asp

https://medium.com/message/never-trust-a-corporation-to-do-a-librarys-job-f58db4673351

https://archive.org/

http://alamw15.ala.org/

http://www.proquest.com/about/news/2015/ProQuest-Brands-New-Integrated-Ebook-Platform--ProQuest-Ebook-Central.html

http://www.booklistonline.com/Top-10-Multicultural-Fiction-for-Youth/pid=7275744
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Booklist Online, Feb. 1


Penn acquires an occult and alchemical collection


Mitch Fraas writes: “When acquiring early manuscripts
these days, libraries mostly get them one at a time. It was
with excitement then that my colleagues and I at the
University of Pennsylvania read the catalog for the sale of
some of the 12th Duke of Northumberland’s collection this
past July. Among the treasures was a somewhat
unassuming lot consisting of nearly 60 manuscript volumes
from a single 18th century collector. These manuscripts had been left to the duke by his
friend Charles Rainsford (1728–1809). Rainsford was not only a British general and
sometime governor of Gibraltar but an avid alchemist and occultist, fascinated by
everything from the philosopher’s stone to Tarot to Rosicrucianism.”...


Unique at Penn, Jan. 28
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