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MONDAY MORNING SESSION 

June 24, 1935 

The meeting of the American Library Association Council, 

held in conjunction with the meeting of the American Library 

Association, at the Cosmopolitan Hotel, Denver, Colorado, 

June 24-29, 1935, convened at ten o'clock, Mr. Charles H. Compton, 

President of the Association, presiding. 

PRESIDENT COMPTON: The first subject the Council has 

for discussion this morning is that of Federal aid. I shall first 

read the statement of action which has been taken, acting upon the 

authority given to the officials of the American Library Associa

tion by the Council . 

••. President Compton read the statement of action 

taken, copy of which was retained by the Secretary ••. 

PRESIDENT COMPTON: At this time I shall ask the 

Secretary to read various communications addressed to the Council 

bearing on this topic~ 

SECRETARY MILAM: Mr. President, perhaps it would be 

appropriate at this time to call attention to the fact that the 

resolutions which we adopted and which we are discussing are on 

the second page of the printed material which has been distributed 

•.. Secretary Milam read the resolutions, copies of 

which were retained by him 

SECRETARY MILAM: 

the A. L. A. Council. 

... 
I have before me now the petition to 
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... Secretary Milam read- the petition, some of the 

signatures on the petition and a summary of comments ••• 

PRESIDENT COMPTON: I should say that this morning I 

received a few additional cards. I cannot put my band on them at 

the moment, but I shall be glad to give you the number a little 

later on if anyone wishes an exact figure • 

••• Dr. Frank P. Hill, Public Library, Brooklyn, New 

York, presented a motion, copy of which was retained by the 

Secretary ••• 

DR. HILL: I move its adoption, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. LOUIS J. BAILEY (Director, State Library, 

Indianapolis, Indiana): I am speaking in the absence of 

Dr. Joeckel, the Chairman of the Federal Relations Committee. 

Mr. PTesident and Members of the Council: I wish to 

second this motion on behalf of the Committee. ile we do not 

recognize as necessarily true everything that Dr. Hill has said 

about the action of t?e Council, the action of the Planning 

Committee and the acti on of the Federal Relations Committee, we 

will accept that as a matter of record. 

I call your attention to the fact that there was no 

question about the first resolution printed on the sheet and 

adopted by the Council at its last meeting in Chicago. That 

resolution relates entirely to a Federal agency. 

The resolutions which have been sent in have been pro

testing against the second resolution, that relating to Federal 
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aid. I agree with Dr. Hill, that if 2,300 people have protested, 

people who are members of this Association, we should not apply 

any rule, but should leave the matter for discussion, and perhaps 

the best way to do that is the way recommended by the motion 

presented by Dr. Hill. We sincerely hope that the discussion will 

be nation-wide among librarians and library workers and library 

trustees. It is something that affects not only the American 

Library Association, but every library worker in the country. 

I hope it wiil be discussed at every library meeting and other 

gathering during the coming year, and that a study will help to 

clarify the issues, that we may produce a report which we can 

all heartily agree to. I am glad to second the motion on these 

grounds. 

PRESIDENT COMPTON: You have heard the motion and the 

second, and the subject is now before you for discussion. I 

should like to emphasize what Mr. Bailey said. I hope there will 

be very free discussion. I should like to make this rule, if 

there is no objection, that members of the Association as well as 

members of the Council are perfectly free to take part in the 

discussion. The whole matter is now before you for discussion. 

MR. H. M. LYDENBERG (Director, New York Public Library, 

New York City): Let me express hearty approval of Dr. Hill's 

suggestion and Mr. Bailey's commendation of hearty discussion. 

I think without question that we all agree that there is little 

that can aid any cause so much as hearty discussion. 

3 
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In support of this recommendation, may I move an 

amendment, namely: That the Council at its meeting today re-

affirm the action of the Council at its meetin~in Montreal and 

Chicago looking to the establishment of a Federal agency and to 

consideration of Federal aid, and that the Council then go on 

with this same recommendati on to defer formal negotiations with 

the government until a committee has been appointed and has m~de 

its report. 

DR: HILL: Would it not be well to have that a separate 

motion, rather than to connect it with this motion? 

PRESIDENT COMPTON: Mr. Lydenberg has made that as an 

amendment. 

MR. HAROLD F. BRIGHAM (Free Public Library, Louisville, 

Kentucky) : I will second the amendment . 

PRESIDENT COMPTON: The amendment is now open for 

discussion. 

President Compton read the resolution (amendment) 

presented by Mr. Lydenberg ••• 

MR. JAMES THAYER GEROULD (Princeton University Library, 

Princeton, New Jersey) : I should like to vote for the first 

resolution, but I should find myself unable to vote for it if 

amended in this way. I should like it very much if Mr. Lydenberg 

would separate the two matters so that we might have the oppor

tunity of discussing them separately. 

MR. HENRY B. VanHOESEN (Brown University Library, 

4 
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Providence, R. I.): Does Mr. Lydenberg's amendment mean to 

consider Federal aid? 

PRESIDENT COMPTON: As it is worded, it does not say 

"consideration." 

MR. VanHOESEN: I should like to agree with Mr. Gerould, 

as being unready to vote for the approval or confirmation of 

that particular plan. I should like also to say a word about a 

special point of view I have toward the question of Federal aid • 
• I do not want to oppose Federal aid, as such, but I should find 

? it impossible, as Mr. Gerould does, to vote for Dr. Hill'.s motion 

with Mr. Lydenberg's amendment. 

PRESIDENT COMPTON: Is there further discussion? 

MISS JOSEPHINE ADAMS RATHBONE (Pratt Institute, School 

of -Science, Brooklyn, N. Y.): Would it not be possible to vote 

separately on the two parts so that those who want to vote for 

a Federal agency may do eo without at the same time voting for 

Federal aid, and then those who want to vote for Federal aid can 

make their approval strong? 

5 

MR. GEORGE B. UTLEY (Newberry Library, Chicago, Illinoi~ 

Mr. President, I have not heard a resolution presented before this 

body which has met with my approval so heartily as that which 

Dr. Hill presented. I say that because I am opposed to Federal 

aid. I come from the conservative section of the country. It is 

a part of the country where most of these state resolution pro

tests have come from. But it seems to me the most important 
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thing before us now is not to have a rift in the membership of 

the American Library Association. I think, Mr. President, that if 

the question of the establishment of Federal agency and of 

Federal aid were forced now, I should vote for it, notwithstanding 

the fact that I come from a conservative section of the country, 

because I recognize clearly that these times are different times 

than those which have preceded. 

But, Mr. President, I cannot see that anything ad-
• 

vantageous will be gained by taking a vote at this time reaffirm-

ing the previous action of the Council. In view of the fact 

that the matter is going to be held over until it can be further 

studied by this Committee which is to be, we think, appointed, 

it seems to me it would hardly be a courteous gesture to the 

2,300 members of the Association to vote on it at this time. I 

repeat that if the motion were before us now, and were forced upon 

us, in view of the changed situation I should be in favor of 

voting for a certain amount of Federal aid and certainly for the 

establishment of a Federal agency; but I cannot see that our 

position in either case would be strengthened, and it would remove 

from us and from what we are proposing to do that gesture of 

courtesy to the 2,300 members of the Association who at this time 

seem disposed to disagree with that motion and action. 

PRESIDENT COMPTON: If the Council wishes to do eo, of 

course, it is perfectly possibl e to vote for a division of this 

topic; that is perfectly regular and according to parliamentary 

6 
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procedure. The Chairman will recognize a motion to that effect. 

If you make a motion to divide, the questions will be considered 

eepara tely. 

MISS MARY U. ROTHROCK (Supervisor of Libraries, T. V. A. 

Knoxville, Tenn.): In line with the desire for general discus

sion, it occurs to me that perhaps we could profitably discuss 

somewhat further before we separate the two motions. Perhaps I 

should say frankly to begin with that Mr. Lydenberg•e motion does 
• 

not please me either. It does not go far enough to suit me. I 

do believe that it was dictated, or was suggested to his mind, by 

that very desire to give courteous consideration to the 2,300 

members of the Association who did not feel ready to go as far as 

some of the rest of us not only are ready to go, but are eager 

to go in the matter of extension of library service to some 

45,000,000 people of the United States who do not have that lib-

rary service. 

It seems to me that we as librarians are not merely the 

technical workers in the movement; we are not merely profes

sionally responsible for administration; but we are in a broad 

sense trustees to the people for whom the library service exists. 

I believe that Mr. Lydenberg•s amendment is wise and reasonable, 

even though I regard it as conservative from two pointe of view. 

For fully five years tbie general subject has been before the 

Association, and at least at two separate times the members of the 

Council who are the representatives of the entire membership, 

7 
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including the 2,300, have affirmed this position. Those other 

members of the Association, I feel, are due also the considera

tion of our standing firmly for a principle which they, it would 

appear, have authorized us to affirm. 

It occurs to me that if we did not reaffirm our stand, 

we might be embarrassed as to our future policy, in that the 

motion as framed and presented by Dr. Hill might be interpreted 

as a negation by the Council of that principle of Federal aid 
• 

which is very dear to some of us and which apparently many of us 

feel is an imperative necessity of the Association; consequently, 

I feel that if we get anything stronger than Mr. Lydenberg's 

amendment, I am prepared to support it. (Applause) 

MR. RALPH MUNN (Director, Carnegie Library, Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania): Mr. Chairman, it seems to me we have been 

jockeyed into a very illogical situation here. Dr. Hill's 

motion sets up a fact-finding body to guide us in our future de

termination of this problem. Mr. Lydenberg's amendment says, 

"Go ahead. Find your facts, but we have already made up our 

minds." 

I think certainly that Mr. Lydenberg 1 s amendment 

should be defeated in order that this fact-finding body may have 

a clear field. (Applause) 

MR. CARL L. CANNON (Accessions Division, Yale 

University, New Haven, Conn.): I should like to support Mr. 

Munn's suggestion. It seems to me we are trying to confuse a good 
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many issues by putting them all in one cart. There are several 

issues before the organization and I think that is one reason 

why we have had eo much difficulty in achieving unanimity. One 

of the things that is important is Federal aid. There has been 

decided protest. There is the question of the Federal library 

agency, which is a distinct issue, and I think probably many will 

favor it, probably all. And then there is a question of the 

amendment which calls for a reaffirmation of something which a 

good deal of the membership has gone on record as opposing. 

It seems to me we ought to have an opportunity of 

voting on these in a clear-cut way, instead of putting them all 

in one basket. Furthermore, I should like to reaffirm Dr. 

Hill's statement, and that is to avoid a cleavage in the member

ship. If we can vote eo that these issues are clear-cut, I 

think we can avoid a cleavage in the membership, and I think that 

is more important this morning because the prospects of Federal 

aid at the present time are quite remote. 

Now then, if at some future time the membership does 

want to vote for Federal aid and if Federal aid is available, 

we shall have the opportunity by supporting the motions that 

have already been made, but separately rather than together. 

DR. HILL: If you fellows know how we can separate 

those two, I will be glad to make a motion. 

PRESIDENT COMPTON: You can make a motion that they be 

divided. If the Council then votes to that effect, we will vote 

9 
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on them as entirely separate propositions. 

DR. HILL: I make such a motion. 

MR. H. 0. SEVERANCE (University of Missouri Library, 

Columbia, Missouri): I second the motion. 

10 

MR. MILTON J. FERGUSON (Chief Librarian, Public Library, 

Brooklyn, New York) : You are getting your parliamentary law 

mixed up. I think you must have an early edition there. 

PRESIDENT COMPTON: An amendment to a resolution has 
• been offered. 

MR. FERGUSON: Do you have to have another motion to 

do a thing which can be voted by this body? 

PRESIDENT COMPTON: Do you want me to read Robert's 

11 Rules of Order" to you? 

MR. FERGUSON: Not all of it. 

. . . President Compton read the sections in Robert's 

11 Rules of Order11 applying to the division of an amendment from 

the main motion ••• 

MR. FERGUSON: Let me call your attention to the fact 

that Dr. Hill did not offer a proposal which can be divided. 

He has offered a resolution and an amendment has been offered. 

PRESIDENT COMPTON: It says "a motion and an amendment." 

Dr. Hill has made the motion that it be divided. I 

think that will cover it. 

Is there any further discussion? You are now voting 

on the division of the question. If you vote in favor, we will 
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then vote first on Dr. Hill's motion; following that, we will 

vote on Mr. Lydenberg's motion, which will be the same as if 

they were made as two separate motions. 

MR. BRIGHAM: If we vote to separate them, would it not 

be necessary to vote on the amendment first in order to give any 

meaning to it? 

PRESIDENT COMPTON: I do not think so • 

••• The motion to divide the question was voted upon 
• 

and carried ••• 

PRESIDENT COMPTON: We now proceed to vote on Dr. Hill's 

motion as made. Is there any discussion on that? 

MR. GEROULD: Mr. President, must we not first vote on 

the amendment before we can vote on the motion? 

PRESIDENT COMPTON: I am perfectly willing, but it does 

not say so. I will leave that to the Council. 

MR. VanHOESEN: May we have Dr. Hill's motion read 

again? 

. . . Secretary Milam reread Dr. Hill's motion ••• 

MR. Van HOESEN: What I have to say is by way of comment 

I hope I am not unique among the members of the Council because 

I find myself in a somewhat contradictory position. In Montreal 

I favored Federal aid in principle. I was quite unprepared, 

even after the preliminary notices, for the measure that was to 

come up before the Council in Chicago. I was quite unprepared 

for the action taken. I cannot help feeling that whether it was 
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the Empire State or southern oratory, something was put over at 

that time. The members of the Council who were not present at 

that meeting had no opportunity to express an opinion on the plan 

as passed. 

Now in the plan as passed I should like to point out 

what seems to me to be an important difference between Federal 

aid and what seems to me to amount to Federal financing. With 

the amount of money which was first suggested by the Committee, 

you might still speak of it as Federal aid; when the amount of 

money proposed amounts to approximately half the amount of money 

which is spent on libraries in the country, it seems to me it is 

no longer Federal aid, but Federal financing. That is the way I 

justify my apparently contradictory position of having approved 

Federal aid in principle, but being against the plan that was 

ultimately passed by the Council at the December meeting. 

I make that by way of comment. I hope that the Commit

tee which is to be appointed according to this motion will find 

it possible to consider that point of view. 

PRESIDENT COMPTON: Is there further discussion? 

MR. FORREST B. SPAULDING (Public Library, Des Moines, 

Iowa): I am not a member of the Council, though I have been a 

member when it did not have as interesting things as this to dis

cuss. It seems to me Dr. Hill's motion is a most happy one, and 

12 

I sincerely hope that it will be passed, because I can see nothing 

that may be lost within the next year; indeed, I see a great deal 
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that can be gained. 

In the discussion that I have had on this question of 

Federal aid with several librarians in my part of the country, 

I find there is a great vagueness as to what Federal aid means 

13 

and what Federal financing means and what Federal control means, 

and so on. I note in the resolutions of the various state associa 

tiona that one is opposed to requesting so much money; another is 

opposed to Federal aid; another feels that the proposal will dry 
• 

up the local sources of revenue. There is no unanimity whatever, 

and I for one, as a member of the Association, not as one of the 

Council, hope that this Committee will become a committee on 

information as well as planning and broadcast for the next year 

its findings and try to clear up the many misunderstandings, be

ginning with a simple glossary of terms. 

MR. H. L. LEUPP (University of California Library, 

Berkely, California): It seems to me that everything that has 

been said has left out of consideration one particularly important 

thing, in view of the form which the protests have taken. That is 

that the forgotten man is not heard of in the program suggested 

by Dr. Hill; that is, the membership at large. The protests 

which have come, not from the members of the Council who were not 

at the meetings, but from the membership, should be considered. 

While I think Dr. Hi~l's resolution is all to the good, in that it 

postpones action on this matter, I do think--and I hope very much 

that some of the members of the Council will present an amendment 
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to this effect--that the Association at large should be circular

ized, and that the opinions of the forgotten man and woman be 

ascertained before any action is taken by the Council. 

PRESIDENT COMPTON: May I say to Mr. Leupp that this 

14 

question was considered, but that it seemed to ones who con

sidered it that it would be better to leave this to the discretion 

of the committee which it is proposed to appoint? If they deem 

it wise to do that, they can. In this way there will be a little 
• less tying of hands. 

MR. BAILEY: In review of what Mr. Cannon said, may I 

call your attention to the fact that we are not, in this resolu

tion, considering the Federal agency. There are only two things 

being considered. The Federal agency matter has been passed and 

there is no protest against the matter of a Federal agency. The 

final paragraph of the first resolution is still in force, and 

the administrative officers of the Association are authorized to 

negotiate with the officers of the government for the establish-

ment and maintenance of the proposed Federal agency in a govern

mental agency's name. 

That still stands. This vote does not touch that 

phase. I do not want to think that we think we are passing on 

something we are not- This committee is not to consider the 

Federal agency. That has been accepted by the Council and bas 

not been protested by any of the members. 

PRESIDENT COMPTON: I do not think we can make that too 
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clear. 

MR. A. E. BOSTWICK (St. Louis Library School, St. Louis, 

Mo.): I wish to say a word about something which has not been 

noted before, but which I feel very strongly about. That is the 

implied threat that if we do not do something or other, a lot of 

the members of the Association will secede and form a separate 

association. In other words, "If you don't do what we want, al

though we are a small minority, we won't play." 
• 

That has been tried a great many times, and it has 

usually ended in failure It tends to make me feel differently 

from people who make any such threats. I am sorry that that im

plied threat has been emphasized by some of the speakers today. 

(Applause) · 

PRESIDENT COMPTON: Is there further discussion? 

MR. FERGUSON: May I ask one more question? Do you 

think that Dr. Hill's resolution, if approved, will in any way 

rescind the action of the Council at past meetings on the subject 

of Federal aid and Federal agency such as being discussed here 

today? 

PRESIDENT COMPTON: I do not. 

MR. FERGUSON: I very clearly understand the attitude 

of New York City and the Tennessee Authority in wanting to get 

Federal money; I should like to get a lot of it myself, but I 

do not believe in a motion rescinding anything which has been 

done before. 

BONA FIDE-------------
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PRESIDENT COMPTON: I would not be in favor of it if 

I thought it would. 

Is there any further discussion? If not, we will vote 

on Dr. Hill's motion. 

. . . The motion was voted upon and carried, with one 

vote in the negative ••• 

PRESIDENT COMPTON: Mr. Lydenberg'e motion is now 

open for discussion. 

DR: HILL: Mr. President, I move that that motion be 

laid on the table. 

MR. SAMUEL H. RANCK (Public Library, Grand Rapids, 

Michigan) : I second the motion. 

PRESIDENT COMPTON: There can be no discussion • 

••• A rising vote was taken, thirty-eight voting in 

favor of the motion; twenty-one opposing ••• 

PRESIDENT COMPTON: We will now proceed to the next 

item on the program. Miss Julia right Merrill will make a 

statement regarding the Federal Relations Committee. 

MISS JULIA WRIGHT MERRILL (Chief, Department of 

Information and Advisory Services and Public Library Division, 

A. L.A., Chicago, Ill.): One of the state library workers said 

a year ago that the beet thing the A. L. A. had done for her was 

to give her current or even advance information about new relief 

rulings from Washington as well as to bring libraries into the 

picture in connection with those rulings in ashington. The 

16. 
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Federal Relatione Committee and the officers and staff have 

tried to continue that service and want to continue it. After 

a meeting on June g with several of the Federal Relations Commit

tee and with the President and Secretary, I was instructed to go 

to Washington to pick up the very latest information. 

It has not been easy this spring to tell what was going 

to happen in the way of relief projects. Those of you who have 

followed the procedure since the ~4,SSO,OOO,OOO relief bill was 
• 

passed perhaps agree with us that it was a very long time before 

17 

any positive rules were made. Actually things broke only 

recently when the State Works Pr ojects administrators were called 

to Washington and given instructions and conferred on the new 

projects. The instructions they were given are here printed; it 

would take me all day to read them. They can be consulted here 

if you want them. They do not yet cover by any means all the 

things we would like to know. They do cover enough to give us a 

general background that tells us that the new program is not 

going to be unlike the program carried on by the E. R. A. and 

even earlier by the pre~ec~ssors of the E. R. A. 

There is still to be a women's division carrying on 

especially for the needs of women both clerical and professional • 
• 

There is still a divi sion concerned particularly with professional 

projects, now called Professional and Public Service Projects. 

The majority of people put to work on these are still going to 

be taken from relief rolls. One of the things we wanted to know 
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was whether there would be any leeway in this, and the new 

rules say that no more than ten per cent can be persons not on 

relief, so there is going to be the ninety per cent taken defi

nitely from relief rolls. 

I am not going into detail about these things. I 

want merely to speak of the library angle. Most of you know that 

last March the Federal Relations Committee with the officers of 

the Association set up a temporary, or emergency, library pro

ject and filed it in Washington. That has been followed up quite 

vigorously in many different ways since that time. If that 

project had been approved, the state library agencies in their 

several states and the individual libraries would have had much 

more leeway in employing professional people in need, but not on 

relief, and in spending money on books and materials and other 

things we have wanted. It was only when I got to ashington that 

we were told that it was very unlikely that that project could be 
-

approved. When I asked why, the head of the professional pro-

jects said, "Partly because of the books and materials, but 

partly because of the difficulty of administering because the 

A. L. A. is a private agency." There was no Federal library 

agency that was apparently ready to undertake it. 

There was one loophole, a very slight chance, and I 

think in general we are back to the point where state library 

agencies and individual libraries will want to set up individual 

projects very much as they did under F. E. R. A., and they will 
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be filed logically with the new branch of the State Works 

Projects Administration. I have been trying to get specific 

dates, but they vary from state to state. The morning paper said 

the Colorado administrator would be ready in about two weeks to 

accept projects. I think · the date in Illinois was about June 10, 

but at any rate the project should be filed very soon, filed with 

the local administrator, and filed on one of these new applica

tions blanks which the state and local offices will have ready. 

You can also' see that if you want to while you are here. 

19 

The Professional Projects Division in Washington is dis

tinctly interested in having library projects. Mr. Goldsmith, wit~ 

whom I talked, asked if we could not set up individual projects. 

And, I said, 11 Yes; here they are." We had set up various members 

of the staff, using all the experience you had given to us over a 

period of a year or two. We had set up projects that could be 

carried on in an individual library. 

Mr. Goldsmith took those eagerly and urged that we make 

them available to you to eave your time, and also that they be 

left there in Washington. They are not formally endorsed, but I 

believe we can say that in Washington at least there is a 

thoroughly sympathetic attitude. 

As I look over the printed matter the words "libraries" 

and "librarians" keep coming up, while in the earlier material 

there was no suggestion that librarians might be concerned. If 

some of you want to follow this thing while you are here, you will 
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find sets of these projects at the A. L. A. office in Room A of 

the Cosmopolitan. If you take them, do not swallow them whole. 

They obviously would have to be adapted. You might choose one or 

two of the projects to be adapted to the local situation--the 

kind of people you can get from the relief rolls and so on. 

We will send out information as fast as we can after the 

conference along with any of the newer material that may come in. 

It is very difficult to speak with any positiveness either here 
• 

or in the office. I shall do my best to answer questions, but I 

warn you that a good many times I shall say, "That has not yet 

been announced." (Applause) 

PRESIDENT COMPTON: The next item of business is the 

report of the Committee on Chapters and Sections, by Miss Anne M. 

Boyd, University of Illinois Library School, Urbana, Illinois • 

••. Miss Anne M. Boyd read the report of the Committee 

on Chapters and Sections, copy of which was retained by the 

Secretary ••• 

MISS ANNE M. BOYD: I move that the report of this 

Committee be accepted. 

MR. SAMUEL H. RANCK: I second the motion. 

MISS ALTHEA WARREN (Public Library, Los Angeles, Cal.): 

For Miss Hickman, who has acted as Chairman of the Foreign Born 

Round Table for the last two years, I want to state definitely 

that there are reasons for wishing to be a section rather than a 

committee. 
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The Committee was large; it was very difficult to 

get definite action from the Pacific Coast quickly and this com

mittee feels strongly that work for foreign born, while it is 

changing, is in no way diminishing. The fact that there will be 

fewer immigration problems is, of course, admitted, but it brings 

a greater interest on the part of American people in foreign 

languages. We all know the use of foreign books is increasing 

from a cultural standpoint in libraries. Therefore, this 

committee wishes to publishlists and to do organization work 

which will require dues and officers and a more definite adminis

trative organization. They do not feel that they can do that 

with a committee whose chairman is appointed each year and whose 

membership numbers from ten to twelve people. It is a practical 

reason that they wish to have considered. 

PRESIDENT COMPTON: Any further discussion? 

MR. Van HOESEN: It seems to me the activities are 

changing, as has just been pointed out. I notice that the problem 

seems to be very prominent from the point of view of a university 

library, and it is prominent in the minds of American citizens 

of foreign descent. The problem is the preservation and mainten

ance of their cultural heritage. It is quite a difficult problem 

of Americanization. These people are no longer foreign born, 

they are American born, but of foreign descent. I am not pre

pared to express an opinion as to whether the Committee should be 

changed to a section or not, but we must realize these changed 
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conditions. 

MR. C. E. SHERMAN (Public Library, Providence, R. I.): 

We have discontinued our foreign department because, as Miss 

Warren has so well brought out, the work of a certain kind has 

decreased. If this group believe they can do their work better 

by the plan they suggest, what is the harm of letting them? It 

does not involve any great expense. It is not contrary to prac

tice if they have a worthy job to be done, and they have, I 

think. 

MR. SAMUEL H. RANCK: I think that hyphenated word, 

"inter-racial" will be confusing. Its use as defined here is 

quite different from the ordinary meaning and significance. 

MISS LOUISE PROUTY (Public Library, Cleveland, Ohio): 
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It is a clear-cut issue that the work with the foreign born is 

changing due to the decrease in numbers and the greater Americani

zation through the schools and other means which are growing up. 

The cultural language work with those who are studying languages 

from the American point of view, transposing to foreign study, is 

a rather different field, and that also is a new element coming 

in. It seems to me it is not a clear-cut section in the work 

that the group would propose to do, and for that reason I would 

not be in favor of seeing the section formed. 

MRS. FAITH HOLMES HYERS (Public Library, Los Angeles, 

California): Miss Hickman felt that the name, "Inter-racial 

Group" in educational circles would be in an international sense, 
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but the different languages coming together in their various 

interests have felt that as a section they could be recognized 

in the catalog section on cataloging foreign books and in the 

buying of foreign books. They had many reasons for feeling that 

efficient work could be done through a section, more so than 

through a committee. 

MR. H. L. WEBB (Tulane University Library, New Orleans, 

La.): I should like to remark that the title of this proposed 
• 

section is rather unfortunate in our part of the country. It 

could not be used under the law. 

MR. CANNON: May I ask the Secretary if there is any 

objection or any reason from an Association standpoint, why it 

should not be a section rather than a committee? 

SECRETARY MILAM: It seems to me it would be a dis-

courtesy for me to attempt to answer that, since the Committee 

has been considering that for eight months with all the facts 

before it. The Committee has answered it for the Council; I have 

no opinion at variance. It is a question purely of judgment as 

to whether it should be a section or continued as a committee, 

and there is no evidence that I have that has not been before the 

Committee. 

MR. SEVERANCE: I was wondering whether this Committee 

has had all the information that we have had from the floor for 

the consideration. If it has not had all this information, and 

if the members of this Committee who desire to have the section 
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would present their request again and give the requested section 

another name and make a statement of what they propose to do in 

this section, I think it would be better. I wonder whether it 

would not be well for us to postpone action and allow the members 

of that committee to present a new request with a new name and 

a statement of ~urposes. 

PRESIDENT COMPTON: You mean that this should be 

refe·rred back to the Committee? 
• 

MR. SEVERANCE: I move it be . referred back. The motion 

is that the request be denied. Would it be in order that the 

report be referred back to the Committee? Personally, I have bee 

on that committee which has to do with the sections, and I feel 

that if a certain organization within the Association wants a 

section and has a really good reason for it and presents those 

reasons and presents a good working program, that they ought not 

to be denied a section. 

I make that motion, that it be referred to the Committee 

again. 

MISS WARREN: I second the motion. 

MISS BOYD: As a minority member of the Committee, I 

should welcome more information. It seemed to me that we did not 

have sufficient information to deny the petition, and the argu

ments in favor were greater than those against. I am inclined to 

think that the Chairman and the other members would welcome more 

information. It was a matter of judgment on the meagre amount 
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of information we had. 

MR. SAMUEL H. RANCK: There is the matter of parliamen

tary order. As I understand it, there was a motion to adopt the 

recommendation of the Committee, and this will be a substitute 

motion. 

PRESIDENT COMPTON: You can refer a matter back to a 

committee at any time. I think that takes preference over the 

original motion • 

••• The motion referring the recommendation back to the 

Committee was voted upon and carried ••• 

••• Miss Anne Boyd read the second recommendation of 

the Committee on Chapters and Sections •• .• 

MISS ANNE BOYD: I move the adoption of the report. 

MR. BRIGHAM: I second the motion • 

••• The motion was voted upon and carried ••• 

SECRETARY MILAM: You will remember that the Committee 

on Activities presented a recommendation that the various sections 

and round tables be asked to present statements of aims and 

objectives. The Council approved that suggestion and we have 

before us statements of aims and objectives of the various 

sections and round tables. 

There are several pages of aims and objectives in 

mimeographed form which are presented at this time for your 

information. If they have not been distributed to you, they can 

be had from Mrs. White, or they can be mailed to you later. 
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PRESIDENT COMPTON: The next item is the Recommendations 

on Advisory Service on Library Work with Children and Young 

People in Public Libraries and Schools. The report will be made 

by Anna Clark Kennedy, Library Extension Division, State Depart

ment of Education, Albany, New York, who is Chairman of the School 

Libraries Committee and the Committee on Cooperation with the 

N. E. A. 

MISS ANNA CLARK KENNEDY: I understood that the 

A. L. A. and N. E. A. Committees on School Libraries, the A. L. A. 

Committee on School Libraries and the Board for ~ork with 

Children were all requesting the appointment of a person as a 

member of the A. L. A. staff to serve in an advisory capacity 

for work with children and young people as soon ae possible. I 

did not know that there was any further action to be taken at the 

Council Meeting. 

The recommendation from the School Libraries Committee 

is that a librarian to represent work with school children and 

young people in school libraries and public libraries be appointee 

at American Library Association headquarters as soon as possible, 

and that committee is the committee of which Miss Helen 

Carpenter is Chairman, and Miss Carpenter is not able to be 

present at this conference. 

The Committee on Cooperation of N. E. A. and A. L. A. 

voted that the Chairman express to President Compton and the 

Executive Board and the Council of the A. L. A. first the 
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Committee's opinion that the work of the A. L. A. with children 

and young people in school libraries ~nd public libraries is of 

first importance, and, second, its recommendation that such an 

appointment be made immediately. The Committee hoped that funds 

for this purpose will be available during the present year. Miss 

Shortess, of the Joint Board, is here, and should read her own 

recommendation • 

••. Miss Lois E. Shortess, State Supervisor of School 

Libraries, State Department of Education, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 

read the recommendation of the Joint Board, copy of which was 

retained by the Secretary ••• 

PRESIDENT COMPTON: These are matters which have been 

acted upon by the Council. If there is no objection, they will 

be referred to the Executive Board. 

Next is a report by Mr. Browning, Chairman of the 

Bookbinding Committee • 

••. Mr. Earl w. Browning, Public Library, Peoria, 

Illinois, read the report of the Bookbinding Committee, copy of 

which was retained by the Secretary ••• 

MR. BROWNING: I move the adoption of this report, 

Mr. President. 

MR. BAILEY: I second the motion. 

PRESIDENT COMPTON: Is there any discussion? I will say 

that the Bookbinding Committee has put a good deal of time on a 

very fine piece of work this year . 
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MR. VanHOESEN: I do not know that this is quite in 

order. If it is not, perhaps you can tell the Committee to en

lighten me later on. I should like to know whether information 

is available which would explain the difference in cost of 

binding between books and magazines. 

MR. BROWNING: I do not know 'that I can answer that 

fully, but I think if you will come around to our booth and give 

me a little time to think it over, I can give you some answer to 

that. 

PRESIDENT COMPTON: Is there any further discussion? 

• . . The motion was voted upon and carried ••• 

PRESIDENT COMPTON: The next report is by Mr. Judson 

T. Jennings, Chairman of the Committee on Committees. 

MR. JUDSON T. JENNINGS (Public Library, Seattle, 

Washington): The report of the Committee on Committees will 

be found among the printed reports in the A. L. A. bulletin which 

you already have. In this report we have made recommendations 

regarding A. L. A. committees. I think perhaps the reason for 

these recommendations might be outlined briefly . 

••• Mr. Jennings read the explanation of the recommenda

tions in the report of the Committee on Committees, copy of which 

was retained by the Secretary ••• 

MR. JENNINGS: I make that as a motion. 

MISS ELIZABETH SMITH (Public Library, Albany, New York): 

I should like to say a few words about the Joint Committee on 
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Parent Education and A. L. A. Cooperation. 

I should like to say a word about that Committee, 

which is one of those recommended for abolition. The Committee 

on Parent Education and A. L. A. Cooperation (that is not 

parent education, but the National Council of Parent Education)-

! feel rather hampered in mentioning it, because I have not 

known of the recommendation and so have not been able to review 

the situatiop or to discuss the matter with the A. L. A. head

quarters. 

As the report states, the feeling of the Committee on 

Committees is that the work is already taken care of by the 
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A. L. A. headquarters, and I know that a great deal of work with 

parents and teachers is done that way, and possibly enough work. 

The Committee mentioned is one set up primarily to consider a 

particular project in cooperation between libraries and parent 

education activities. Probably the reason for the project and the 

reason for the existence of the Committee is the same; that is, 

that the parent education movement is growing very rapidly through 

out the country. It is the adult education activity which 

reaches the largest number of people and therefore is one that 

deserves special consideration. I know that many problems have 

come up and I know that the members of the National Council of 

Parent Education who are on this Joint Committee are of value. 

Whether the Committee will do anything worth while remains to be 
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seen; and also whether it is duplicating work done at the A. L. A. 

headquarters, I cannot say. 

MR. JENNINGS: May I ask if you are not speaking 

regarding another committee? There is a Committee on Parent 

Education; that is not the one we are recommending to be discon

tinued. The Committee we recommend for discontinuance is the 

Committee for Cooperation with the National Congress of Parents 

and Teachers. The Committee on Parent Education would remain • 
• 

MISS ELIZABETH SMITH: I am ~orry to have taken all 

this time. 

MR. SEVERANCE: I second the motion to accept the 

report of the Committee. 

. . . The motion was voted upon and carried ••• 

PRESIDENT COMPTON: That finishes our regular schedule. 

Is there any matter that any members of the Council wish to 

bring up at this time. If not, the Secretary has some announce

ments. 

• •• Announcements ••• 

PRESIDENT COMPTON: If there is no new business which 

comes up during the Conference, there will be no other meeting of 

the Council during this Conference. 

If there is nothing at this time, the Council will 

stand adjourned • 

••. The meeting adjourned at twelve-ten o'clock ••• 
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