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Report to Council and Executive Board  
 

January 13, 2012 
 

Keith Michael Fiels 
Executive Director 

 
 

 
Midwinter Meeting Update 
 
Advance registration for the 2012 MW in Dallas is 4823, compared to 5180 for the 2011 MW in 
San Diego.  Additionally, there are 3269 exhibitor personnel registered, representing 430 
exhibiting companies and organizations.  Over 1200 separately scheduled meetings/events are 
planned.  The 2012 Midwinter Meeting includes an array of new events, including “Dine Around 
Dallas,” the Masters Series, the Midwinter Conversation and Think Fit @ ALA (aka, The Fun 
Run).   The Masters Series will feature Occupy Wall Street librarians Betsy Fagin, Mandy Henk 
and Zachary Loeb; Corinne Hill, interim director of the Dallas Public Library; and, Carol 
Lennertz, executive director of World Book Night.  The Midwinter Conversation, led by ALA 
President Molly Raphael and Dr. R. David Lankes (Syracuse University School of Information) 
will provide an opportunity to engage with colleagues in open conversation around Empowering 
Voices: Transforming Communities. These two conversations, on Saturday and Sunday 
afternoon, will use a “world café” process.  The conversations will lead into the ALA President’s 
Program, with Rich Harwood.   See the Scheduler in ALA Connect and the ALA Midwinter 
Meeting Guide and Exhibits Directory for complete information on Midwinter events, discussion 
groups and meetings. 
 
 
White House Petition on School Libraries 
 
The 2011-2012 Presidential Task Force on School Libraries is actively supporting the White 
House petition on school libraries, initiated by Carl Harvey, 2011-2012 AASL president.  It 
specifically petitions the Obama administration to “ensure that every child in America has 
access to an effective school library program.”  25,000 signatures are required no later than 
February 4, 2012 in order for this petition to be viewed by White House staff.  The Task Force is 
asking for signatures on this petition, but also for help in spreading the word to member groups 
and colleagues, as well as library supporters in other circles.  The Task Force will be distributing 
information about the petition, with URLs and QR codes, throughout the ALA Midwinter Meeting. 
Materials will be available at the Membership Pavilion on the exhibit floor.  In addition, a 
computer kiosk dedicated to the online petition will be available in the registration area.  
To sign the petition, visit: http://wh.gov/Wgd .  
 
Neal-Schuman Publishers Joins ALA Publishing 

On Dec. 23, 2011, Neal-Schuman Publishers joined ALA Publishing.  As an imprint of ALA 
Editions, Neal-Schuman will continue to offer print and electronic publications under the same 
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name.  The acquisition closely supports ALA’s strategic goals, which include making the highest 
quality library service available to all library users by making the highest quality, affordable 
continuing education and training available to libraries.  ALA Editions authors have played a 
growing role in online continuing education for the profession, and Neal-Schuman’s rich content 
and many author-experts will allow ALA to offer a much broader range of online and face-to-
face learning, as well as enriching ALA’s growing list of e-books.  This acquisition is an 
investment in ALA’s future, broadening service to libraries and ALA members.  Over the next 
three months, ALA plans to relocate Neal-Schuman operations from New York City to Chicago. 
Customers should continue to use the same online stores and other ordering mechanisms as 
before.  For further details, please read the full press release about Neal-Schuman’s joining ALA 
Publishing. 

Laurie D. Borman is New Editor and Publisher of American Libraries 

Laurie D. Borman joined American Libraries in early December as editor and publisher.  She 
brings more than 20 years’ experience in print and online publishing to the position, as well as 
substantial management experience as editor-in-chief for two print magazines in the travel 
industry and editorial director for digital and social media initiatives at Rand McNally.  With a 
degree in journalism from Indiana University, Borman has also been active in the library field by 
way of her work with the Asher Library at the Spertus Institute, a Chicago-based library and 
cultural arts institution.  In addition to her success with social media, she has won recognition 
and awards for writing, photography, and product development.   Borman’s background, skills 
and experience show creativity and innovation, an absolute necessity in the current magazine 
and publication environments.   More about American Libraries is at 
www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org.  

Ron Jankowski is New Membership Development Director 
 
Ron Jankowski is the new director of Membership Development and began work on January 9, 
2012.  He has a degree in communications from Columbia College and has earned the title of 
Certified Association Executive from ASAE, The Center for Association Leadership.  Ron brings 
to the position more than 20 years’ experience in marketing in both non-profit and for-profit 
organizations.  He served as the assistant director of marketing for Ameritech Mobile, where he 
was responsible for successfully improving customer retention.  At the Academy of General 
Dentistry, he directed a team in the development and implementation of membership growth 
strategies, chapter services, and customer services for the Academy’s 40,000 members.  Most 
recently he served as the membership director at the Illinois CPA Society and worked to 
enhance the member experience for the Society’s 25,000 members. (See the full press release 
and his photo at http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/ronald-j-jankowski-named-new-
membership-development-director.) 

Feel like print? Want Online Too? Get Both with the New Booklist! 

Booklist Publications introduced a new subscription model effective January 1, 2012, a 
combination of print and online access that promises to have a strong impact on streamlining 
collection development and readers’ advisory workflows.  A subscription now includes 22 
Booklist and 4 Book Links print issues, plus the new benefit of 24/7 password-access to Booklist 
Online.  Booklist editors will be at booth #1517 in the exhibits at Midwinter, looking forward to 
helping subscribers set up their online access if they haven’t already done so, and to explaining 
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the benefits of the new subscription model.  Institutional subscriptions to Booklist Online are still 
available, offering unlimited simultaneous use, patron/ faculty/ student access, as well as 
remote access, and remain the best option for larger institutions.  
 
Steve Berry Named Preservation Week 2010 National Spokesman 
 
New York Times best-selling author Steve Berry has been named the first national 
spokesperson for Preservation Week (April 22-28, 2012).  Berry is the author of nine novels, 
including his most recent book, “The Jefferson Key,” the seventh in the Cotton Malone series. 
His newest work is the forthcoming “The Columbus Affair” (Ballantine, May 2012).  Berry’s 
works have been translated into 40 languages with more than 12 million books in print in 51 
countries worldwide.  Other titles include “The Emperor’s Tomb,” “The Paris Vendetta,” “The 
Alexandria Link” and “The Venetian Betrayal.”  A devoted student of history, Berry and his wife, 
Elizabeth, founded History Matters, a nonprofit organization dedicated to aiding the preservation 
of the fragile reminders of our past, www.steveberry.org.  Preservation Week is a week of 
celebrating the importance of preserving personal and community cultural heritage that brings 
workshops, webinars, information resources and more to libraries across the nation.  Visit the 
Preservation Week web site at www.ala.org/alcts and at the “@your library” site at 
www.atyourlibrary.org.  Founding sponsors: ALCTS, Library of Congress, and IMLS. 
 
2012 Marks the 75th Awarding of the Caldecott Medal 
 
The 75th book to receive the Caldecott Medal will be announced during the 2012 ALA Youth 
Media Awards on Monday, January 22, 2012.  A year-long celebration is in the works.  It will 
kick off at the 2012 Annual Conference and culminate at the 2013 Annual Conference (the 75th 
year).  Special activities will include an online visual gallery, webinars, National Institute 
program, a Caldecott-focused 2013 preconference, and final celebration at the 2013 banquet. 
 

 
ALA OFFICES 

 
 
Membership Development 
 
 
ALA Membership  
 
Overall ALA membership in November 2011 stood at 59,824, a slight decline (2.69%) from last 
year at this time. In the organizational member categories, increases were tallied for medium 
and large libraries and decreases for very small, small, and very large libraries. An 
organizational membership drive led by President Molly Raphael has increased recruitment of 
organizational members by 52%, and rejoins by 49%. On the personal member front, 
membership increases were seen in the support staff, retired, non-salaried, international, friend, 
and continuing member categories while declines were noted in the regular, student, and 
trustee categories.  For the first quarter of the 2012 programmatic year, seven round tables and 
three divisions had membership increases, while twelve round tables and eight divisions had 
decreases. 
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Office for Government Relations  
(OGR) 
 
Copyright-Related Activity 
 
There has been much activity in recent weeks on so-called anti-piracy bills in the U.S. Senate 
and U.S. House of Representatives.  In the House, the Stop Online Piracy Act (H.R. 3261), or 
SOPA, introduced by Rep. Smith (R-TX) in October, is still in being marked up by the Judiciary 
Committee.  Mark-up will continue once the House returns on January 17, 2012.  Debate of the 
proposed amendments by members of the committee has been impassioned. Meanwhile, the 
Senate’s PROTECT IP Act of 2011 (S. 968), or PIPA, bill is on the move, as well.  Introduced in 
May of 2011 by Sen. Leahy (D-VT), cloture was filed on December 17 to proceed to a roll call 
vote on the bill scheduled for January 24, 2012 (the first day the Senate is back in session in the 
new year).  In addition, a third bill was introduced on December 16, 2011 by Sen. Wyden (D-
OR) called the Online Protection and Enforcement of Digital Trade Act (S. 2029), or OPEN Act.  
The OPEN Act is being heralded as a less egregious alternative to PIPA or SOPA – both of 
which employ tactics that have a potential chilling effect on 1st Amendment free speech rights 
and intellectual freedom, as well as weaken cyber security and threaten privacy.  A PIPA, SOPA 
and OPEN Act Quick Reference Guide compares the three bills as of January 10, 2012, and is 
available at http://www.districtdispatch.org/wp-
content/uploads/2012/01/ALA_pipasopaopen_ref_guide.pdf. 
 
OGR’s Lobbying Webinar 
 
OGR completed a year’s series of advocacy webinars with the final 2011 topic on December 6, 
2011, on “Education, Advocacy and Lobbying – Oh My!: What’s Allowed (and What’s Not) When 
Reaching out to Elected Officials.”  Over 175  individuals participated in the online (and now 
archived) webinar led by Ted Wegner, OGR Grassroots Coordinator, and ”Advocacy Guru”, 
Stephanie Vance, who discussed both the letter and the spirit of the law when it comes to 
lobbying and advocacy.  Participants also discussed criteria to be used to assess specific 
situations.  All the recent webinars have averaged between 150 and 200 participants; feedback 
has been positive so the series will continue in the New Year. 
 
Appropriations 
 
This most recently passed FY’12 budget bill contains many library programs including money for 
school libraries, Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA), and the Government Printing 
Office (GPO).  After Congress zeroed out funding to Improving Literacy Through School 
Libraries for FY 2011, both the Senate and House recognized in FY 2012 that they cut the 
primary source of federal funding to school libraries.  In the new federal budget Congress 
appropriated $28.6 million for literacy. A minimum of half, ($14.3 million) must go to low income 
school libraries while the rest of the money will go to national nonprofit organizations that work 
for childhood literacy.  This budget appropriates money for the Institute of Museum and Library 
Services (IMLS) which includes $185 million for LSTA funding.  This is a 2.3 percent cut from 
the FY ’11 amount of $189 million. Under LSTA, Grants to States was appropriated at $156.6 
million, Native American Library Services was funded at $3.8 million, National Leadership for 
Libraries was funded at $11.9 million, and the Laura Bush 21st Century Librarian received $12.5 
million in FY 2012.  Another library program that received money in FY ’12 is GPO which was 
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appropriated at $126.2 million. Under GPO funding, the Congressional Printing and Binding is 
appropriated at $90.7 million, and the Superintendent of Documents is funded this year at $35 
million. 
 
 
Office for Information Technology Policy  
(OITP) 
 
WIPO Meetings  
 
Lori Driscoll, an OITP international copyright advocate, participated in the November 2011 
World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) meetings in Geneva, Switzerland, on behalf of 
the Library Copyright Alliance.  For the first time, three extra days were scheduled at the 
beginning of this 23rd meeting of the WIPO Standing Committee on Copyright and Related 
Rights (SCCR) to focus on limitations and exceptions specifically for libraries and archives.  For 
the remainder of the two weeks of meetings, Member States discussed a proposal for an 
international instrument for limitations and exceptions for persons with print disabilities, agreed 
on a work plan toward a treaty for the protection of broadcasting organizations, and finalized 
plans for a diplomatic conference for the protection of audiovisual performances in Beijing, 
China in 2012. 
For more, visit: http://www.districtdispatch.org/2011/12/copyright-limitations-for-print-disabled-
discussed-at-wipo/  
 
Renee Hobbs Named as OITP Fellow 
 
OITP has named Dr. Renee Hobbs as its most recent OITP Fellow for a term through 2012.  Dr. 
Hobbs is one of the nation’s leading authorities on media literacy education and is the author of 
Digital and Media Literacy: Connecting Culture and Classroom, Copyright Clarity: How Fair Use 
Supports Digital Learning, and Reading the Media: Media Literacy in High School English. 
Formerly a professor at Temple University’s School of Communication and Theater, Hobbs has 
developed award-winning multimedia resources to integrate digital and media literacy into the 
context of K-12 education and conducted research to examine the impact of media literacy on 
academic achievement.  As a Fellow, Hobbs could become involved in any aspect of OITP’s 
work, but her primary focus will be on digital literacy.  Hobbs will use her experiences in the 
larger context of digital and media literacy and her appreciation of the significant role libraries 
play in this sphere to enrich the ongoing work of the ALA Digital Literacy Task Force. 
For more visit: http://www.districtdispatch.org/2012/01/renee-hobbs-named-as-fellow-at-ala-
office-for-information-technology-policy/ 
 
OITP Will Host a Google Policy Fellow for the Summer 2012 
 
Once again, OITP is participating in the Google Policy Fellows program.  For the summer of 
2012, the selected fellow will spend 10 weeks in residence at the ALA Washington Office to 
learn about national policy and complete a major project.  Google provides the stipend for the 
summer, but the work agenda is under the full control of ALA and the fellow.  The Google 
Washington office provides an educational program for all of the fellows, such as lunchtime 
talks.  For more, visit: http://www.districtdispatch.org/2011/12/ala-seeks-candidates-for-google-
policy-fellowship/ 
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Office for Intellectual Freedom  
(OIF)  
 
Participation Invited in Survey on Privacy Rights and Protecting Library Users’ Privacy 
 
The Office for Intellectual Freedom is inviting librarians to participate in a new survey that will 
measure librarians’ attitudes about privacy rights and protecting library users’ privacy.   The 
survey is online at http://tinyurl.com/ALAprivacysurvey and takes only 15 minutes to complete. 
The survey is part of the "Privacy for All" initiative, which features "Choose Privacy Week" and 
the http://privacyrevolution.org website.  
 
Save the Date for Choose Privacy Week 
 
Save the Date:  Choose Privacy Week will take place May 1 – May 7, 2012 and will focus on the 
topic of government surveillance.  Posters, bookmarks, and buttons for Choose Privacy Week 
are available now through the ALA Store: http://tinyurl.com/CPW2012goods. 
 
OIF Webinars Now Available  as Recorded Webcasts 
 
OIF's "Intellectual Freedom Summer School" and "Intellectual Freedom Across the Globe" 
webinar offerings are now available for purchase as recorded webcasts.  Visit 
www.ala.org/onlinelearning/unit/oif for more information.   
 
Freedom to Read Foundation’s Annual Banned Author Event & Fundraiser 
 
The Freedom to Read Foundation annual Banned Author Event & Fundraiser will take place on 
Sunday, January 22 from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m. at the Dallas Public Library, West Room, 1515 
Young Street.  The event features YA author John Green, who will speak and sign books.  
Refreshments will be provided; the suggested donation is $25 per person ($10/students). 
 
 
Office for Research and Statistics  
(ORS)  
 
Academic Library Survey 2010 Data Now Available 
 
The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) has recently released the data from the 
2010 Academic Library Survey.  The First Look report and supplemental tables are available at 
http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2012365.  The data file and 
documentation are available at http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/libraries/aca_data.asp. 
 
2001-2012 Public Library Funding & Technology Access Study in Final Year 
 
The 2011-2012 survey was available for completion by public libraries between September 6, 
2011 and November 18, 2011.  The survey produced 7,260 responses, for a response rate of 
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83.1 percent.  A second part of the study – a survey of state librarians – was conducted in 
November, and responses from 49 states and the District of Columbia were received.  The third 
component of the study – interviews of library and IT directors – is being conducted now.  The 
results from all components of the study will be released in June.  This survey provides an 
important opportunity for libraries to share information on computer and Internet resources and 
infrastructure, as well as funding, technology training and other uses of public libraries, such as 
providing public access technology centers in their communities.  The study, funded by the Bill 
& Melinda Gates Foundation and ALA, continues work begun by John Carlo Bertot and Charles 
R. McClure in 1994.  The survey is managed by the Information Policy & Access Center at the 
University of Maryland.  The 2011-2012 survey is the sixth and final survey funded by the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation.  ALA and its research partners are pursuing funding options to 
continue the study. 
 
 
Public Information Office  
(PIO)  
 
2011 Carnegie Corporation of New York/New York Times I Love My Librarian Award Ceremony 

A video of the 2011 Carnegie Corporation of New York/New York Times I Love My Librarian 
Award ceremony has been posted on Atyourlibrary.org.  Remarks made by keynote speaker 
Caroline Kennedy, and Vartan Gregorian, president of the Carnegie Corporation of New York 
can be viewed.  Also, video interviews with the 10 award winners have been posted.  The 
ceremony, attended by 300 people, was hosted by The New York Times at The TimesCenter. 
The event, which was part of the Carnegie Corporation’s Centennial Celebration, honored 10 
librarians.  Nominations were open to librarians working in public, school, college, community 
college and university libraries.  Each winner received a $5,000 cash award.  More than 1,700 
library patrons in fifty states nominated a librarian.  The American Library Association’s 
Campaign for America’s Libraries administers the Award program. 

Coverage of the “People’s Library” 

The PIO continues to work with offices and divisions to craft statements on relevant issues that 
impact library service and ALA membership.  In mid November the PIO worked with The Office 
for Intellectual Freedom (OIF), Office for Library Advocacy (OLA) and Governance to craft a 
statement regarding the destruction of the “People’s Library,” (http://youtu.be/rTkUjQwHf4I) a 
community library erected by Occupy Wall Street New York protestors.  The People’s Library 
was seized by the New York Police Department during a raid to evict protesters from Zuccotti 
Park.  The library held a collection of more than 5,000 items and provided free access to books, 
magazines, newspapers and other materials.  Although city officials promised all items would be 
returned, the majority of the collection is still missing and returned items were damaged.  
Several national and international news groups featured the ALA statement in coverage 
including The Guardian (UK), Mediabistro, Washington Post,  International Business Journal, 
New York Observer.  The Boston Globe.  American Libraries and School Library Journal also 
included the statement in coverage.  
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Public Programs Office  
(PPO)  
 
ALA, Fetzer Institute Announce 30 Public Libraries to Host Building Common Ground Programs 
 
The ALA Public Programs Office and the Fetzer Institute selected 30 public libraries to host a 
series of programs as part of the Building Common Ground: Discussions of Community, Civility 
and Compassion initiative, which is supported by the Fetzer Institute.  The goal of the Building 
Common Ground: Discussions of Community, Civility and Compassion project is to engage the 
public in contemplation and discussion of the importance of community, civility and compassion 
in their daily lives.  To view the list of selected libraries, visit ppo.ala.org/commonground.  The 
selected libraries will host a series of four to eight events between February 1, 2012 and 
November 30, 2012 and will receive a $2,500 programming grant and access to online 
resources to support program development and promotion. 
 
ALA, Tribeca Film Institute Present “America’s Music,” Film Viewing and Discussion Series  
 
The ALA Public Programs Office, the Tribeca Film Institute (TFI) and the National Endowment 
for the Humanities (NEH) are pleased to announce America’s Music: A Film History of Our 
Popular Music from Blues to Bluegrass to Broadway, a six-week series of public programs 
featuring documentary film screenings and scholar-led discussions of twentieth-century 
American popular music.  The program is offered though collaboration with TFI and NEH, in 
consultation with the Society for American Music (SAM).  America’s Music will introduce genres 
of twentieth-century American popular music that are deeply connected to the history, culture, 
and geography of the United States.  Libraries and nonprofit organizations related to music and 
music history may apply by March 14 to receive a $2,500 grant to support the program series. 
Online applications can be submitted at www.grants.gov.  For more information, visit 
www.ala.org/programming/americasmusic.   
 
PPO-Sponsored Preconference Builds Community Connections through Civic Reflection 
 
The ALA Public Programs Office will present a preconference titled, Civic Reflection Builds 
Community Connections: A Program Model for Libraries, during the ALA 2012 Annual 
Conference in Anaheim.  The day-and-a-half long preconference will be held, Thursday, June 
21, 2012 from 1:00-5:30pm and Friday, June 22, 2012 from 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.  During this 
preconference, participants will be trained on dialogue facilitation with proven success in 
strengthening partnerships, building effective teams across departments and organizations, and 
raising the profile of the library as a center for community life.  This preconference is targeted at 
library directors, department heads and senior staff from public, academic and special libraries. 
For more information or to register, visit www.alaannual.org.  
 
 
 

http://ppo.ala.org/commonground�
http://www.grants.gov/�
http://www.ala.org/programming/americasmusic�
http://www.alaannual.org/�


 9 

ALA DIVISIONS 
 
 
American Association of School Librarians  
(AASL) 
 
 
Students and Families Have Increased Access to School Library Resources 
 
According to trend data collected by AASL, technology acquisitions in school libraries across the 
nation appear to be leveling while remote access to school library databases is rapidly 
increasing.  Sixty-five percent of respondents taking part in the inaugural School Libraries 
Count! (SLC) survey in 2007 indicated that their students had access to their school library’s 
licensed databases remotely (i.e., from any computer with access to the internet.)  A steady 
increase in remote access was noted each subsequent year, with the 2011 results reporting that 
82 percent of libraries participating in the survey now make databases available to students 
outside of the school confines.  Other notable findings from the 2011 SLC survey include a 
leveling off in the overall average number of computers in school libraries after three years of 
significant increases (0 percent), an increase in the average hours worked by the school 
librarian (32.0 hours) – including an increase in time spent delivering instruction (15.3 hours), a 
decrease in average hours worked by other library staff (15.7 hours), and an increase in the 
average copyright year for the Dewey range 610-619, health and medicine (1997).  Data was 
collected as part of AASL’s national longitudinal survey, School Libraries Count! (SLC), 
conducted yearly since 2007.  More information on the background, methodology, and history of 
the survey – including past reports – is available on the AASL website at 
www.ala.org/aasl/slcsurvey.  
 
School Librarians Help Provide Needed Digital Citizenship Skills 
 
According to supplemental questions asked as part of the 2011 School Libraries Count! (SLC) 
national longitudinal survey of school library programs conducted by AASL, an overwhelming 
majority of schools across America are including digital citizenship – appropriate and 
responsible technology use - as part of the curriculum.  Survey findings also indicate the school 
librarian serves as one of the primary educators when it comes to digital citizenship.  Data on 
this and previous School Libraries Count! longitudinal studies can be found at 
www.ala.org/aasl/slcsurvey.  
 
AASL Announces Upcoming Online Courses 
 
AASL will launch three winter courses for its AASL e-Academy starting in January 2012. 
Designed to isolate and strengthen problem areas, the four week courses will assist school 
librarians in developing the skills and techniques needed to bring their programs into the 21st 
century.  Registration and course information are available at www.ala.org/aasl/eacademy. The 
courses include:  
 

• Design for Understanding Meets the 21st Century School Librarian running January 30 – 
February 24.  Facilitated by Mary Keeling, participants will be introduced to the 
Understanding by Design Curriculum framework known as the Backward Design model.   
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• From 0 to 60: Implement eBooks in Your Library Program in 4 Weeks taking place 

February 6 – March 2.  Built on his experience introducing e-books in San Antonio's 
North East Independent School District, course facilitator Richard Hasenyager will help 
participants build an individual e-book implementation plan for their school or district.  

 
• The Path to Collaboration: Making it Happen running March 19 – April 13.  Facilitator 

Marilyn Heath will guide participants through identifying and analyzing the factors that 
contribute to successful collaborations with teachers.   

 
AASL Sponsors Two Emerging Leaders 
 
AASL will sponsor two participants in the 2012 Emerging Leaders (EL) program.  The AASL-
sponsored participants will join 75 of their peers as the fourth year of the program kicks off at 
the ALA 2012 Midwinter Meeting in Dallas, TX.  Krystel Gutierrez of Smithville, TX, and Jennifer 
“Charlie” Kelly of Rochester, NY, will participate in project planning workgroups; network with 
peers; gain an inside look into ALA structure; and have an opportunity to serve the profession in 
a leadership capacity early in their careers.  In sponsoring these two participants, AASL will 
defray the cost of attending the ALA 2012 Midwinter Meeting and the ALA 2012 Annual 
Conference. 
 
Renowned Author and Media Studies Scholar to Anchor AASL Fall Forum 
 
AASL is proud to welcome renowned author and media studies scholar, Henry Jenkins, as 
keynote speaker and primary facilitator of the 2012 Fall Forum.  Author and editor of more than 
a dozen books on media and popular culture, Jenkins will present his ideas and research 
October 12-13, 2012, during “Transliteracy and the School Library Program” in Greenville, SC.  
During the two-day institute, Jenkins will share his extensive expertise on participatory culture 
and help attendees identify the transliteracy skills students require to successfully navigate the 
new information landscape.  He will directly engage with facilitators and attendees to develop 
strategies which effectively integrate these skills into subject areas across the curriculum and 
how to best use online social networking tools to reinforce student learning.  More information 
about the institute can be found at www.ala.org/aasl/fallforum.  
 
 
Association of College and Research Libraries  
(ACRL) 

Value of Academic Libraries Summit Update 
 
In early December 2011, ACRL, the Association for Institutional Research, the Association of 
Public and Land-grant Universities, and the Council of Independent Colleges collaborated to 
convene two national summits.  In the first, a wide range of participants from the higher 
education sector discussed the data campus administrators would like libraries to provide and 
what collaborative assistance is available through institutional research offices.  In the second, 
librarian participants addressed strategies to prepare the library community to document and 
communicate the library’s value in advancing the missions and goals of their colleges and 
universities.  With grant funding from the Institute of Museum and Library Services, teams from 

http://www.ala.org/aasl/fallforum�
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a broad spectrum of institutions gathered with representatives from accreditation commissions 
and higher education organizations for dialog around the assessment of student learning and 
faculty research productivity.  A white paper resulting from the summits is forthcoming.  The 
summits were part of ACRL’s ongoing Value of Academic Libraries initiative. 

Illinois To Digitize C&RL Archive 

The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign Library is working to digitize the complete back 
contents of ACRL’s official scholarly research journal College & Research Libraries (C&RL).  
The volunteer initiative will scan the full contents of C&RL through 1996 and make them freely 
available to the public in the University of Illinois’s IDEALS institutional repository.  C&RL 
contents from 1997 to the present will remain freely available through the publication’s online 
presence at HighWire Press.  The full backfiles are expected to be made available through 
IDEALS by summer 2012.  The IDEALS repository is available at http://www.ideals.illinois.edu/ . 
More details on the project are available on the ACRL Insider blog at 
http://www.acrl.ala.org/acrlinsider/archives/4324 . 

New ACRL Standards and Guidelines 

The ACRL Board of Directors approved several new and revised standards and guidelines at its 
Fall Executive Committee Meeting in late October 2011.  The new and revised standards and 
guidelines include “Guidelines for Academic Librarians Without Faculty Status,” “Standards for 
Faculty Status for Academic Librarians,” “Information Literacy Competency Standards for 
Journalism Students and Professionals,” “Guidelines for Instruction Programs in Academic 
Libraries,” “Standards for Libraries in Higher Education,” and “Visual Literacy Competency 
Standards for Higher Education.” Visit the Standards and Guidelines webpage for a complete 
listing. 

Choice Editors "Best of Best" Outstanding Academic Titles 

Honoring the best in scholarly publishing, Choice’s annual “Outstanding Academic Titles” list is 
widely recognized in the academic community for its sweeping coverage of the most significant 
scholarly titles published each year.  The full “Outstanding Academic Titles, 2011” list will 
appear in the January 2012 issue, featuring 629 exceptional titles spanning 54 disciplines.  The 
full list may be viewed on Choice Reviews Online; nonsubscribers can register for a free trial to 
access this feature.  As a special preview to the full 2011 list, this year the Choice subject 
editors chose from among the 2011 list their favorite print and digital resources.  These diverse 
picks run the gamut from art, finance, and history to philosophy, science, and public law, and 
reflect many of the year’s most important academic offerings.  The editor's “top” lists can also be 
viewed on the Choice website. 

Scholarly Communications Road Shows 
 
Once again, ACRL will take its popular scholarly communications workshop on the road to five 
locations in 2012.  New this year, the curriculum is revised and hosts will share part of the costs. 
Now titled “Scholarly Communication: From Understanding to Engagement,” the road show was 
originally offered to raise awareness about scholarly communications in the community.  ACRL 
initially underwrote the full costs of the then-named “Scholarly Communications 101 – Starting 
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with the Basics” program to support this goal.  The program has evolved from this central goal 
of awareness building, and three successful years later, the program now supports in-depth 
training as institutions are developing scholarly communications programming.  In 2012, the 
program will be expanded and enhanced to a full day workshop with more applied programmatic 
elements while still retaining much of the “101 basics” elements.  The program will also move to 
a cost sharing model.  Complete details and the application to host are now available on the 
program website.  The deadline to apply is 5:00 p.m. (Central) on February 7, 2012.  

New Leadership Alliance for Student Learning and Accountability Article 
 
ACRL was invited by the New Leadership Alliance for Student Learning and Accountability to 
author an article for its December e-newsletter.  The article “Exploring the Contributions of the 
Academic Library to Student Learning” – authored by Joyce L. Ogburn, president of ACRL, 
dean of the J. Willard Marriott Library and university librarian at the University of Utah, and Kara 
J. Malenfant, ACRL’s  scholarly communications and government relations specialist – 
highlights ACRL’s initiatives in the areas of student learning and the value of academic libraries. 
 
2010 Academic Library Trends and Statistics 

In December 2011, ACRL published 2010 Academic Library Trends and Statistics, the latest in 
a series of annual publications that describe the collections, staffing, expenditures, and service 
activities of academic libraries in all Carnegie classifications.  The three-volume set includes 
associate of arts institutions, master’s colleges and universities/baccalaureate colleges, and 
research/doctoral-granting institutions.  The individual volumes for associates colleges, 
masters/baccalaureate and doctoral-granting institutions are also available.  The 2010 survey 
includes data from 1,514 academic libraries in six major categories including Collections; 
Expenditures; Electronic Resource; Personnel and Public Services; Ph.D.s Granted, Faculty, 
and Student Enrollment; and Faculty Rank, Status, and Tenure for Librarians.  2010 Academic 
Library Trends and Statistics is available for purchase through the ALA Online Store, by 
telephone order at (866) 746-7252 in the U.S. or (770) 442-8633 for international customers.  

e-Learning Update 
 
The ACRL e-Learning program offered the online seminar Implementing Online Teaching and 
Learning: Using Moodle and Other Web 2.0, attended by 16 participants, during this report 
period.  Upcoming Winter 2012 online seminars and webcast include developing a 
comprehensive critical thinking curriculum, deciding with data, fundamentals of management, 
spatial humanities, professional communication skills, the research and publication process, 
libraries and international efforts on campus, and the future of libraries. 

ACRL @ Midwinter 2012 

ACRL is sponsoring a variety of activities at the 2012 ALA Midwinter Meeting in Dallas. 
Activities include a forum on the newly revised Standards for Libraries in Higher Education, the 
SPARC-ACRL forum on scholarly communication issues, an update on the ACRL Value of 
Academic Libraries Initiative, a wide range of discussion and interest group meetings, and a full 
day institute titled Scholarly Communications: From Understanding to Engagement.  Complete 
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details are available on the ACRL website at 
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/conferences/acrlmw2012.cfm . 

 
Association for Library Collections & Technical Services  
(ALCTS) 
 
ALCTS Forum Presents NY Times Best-Selling Author Steve Berry 
 
New York Times best-selling author Steve Berry keynotes the kickoff for Preservation Week 
2012 (April 22-28) at the ALA Midwinter Meeting in Dallas.  Mr. Berry will speak at the ALCTS 
Forum from 10:30 a.m. - noon on Monday, January 23 in the Convention Center, Room 
A201/202.  Steve Berry, author of “The Jefferson Key,” his most recent novel, and the 
forthcoming “The Columbus Affair” (Ballantine, May 2012), will talk about the importance of 
preserving our personal and community cultural heritage.  In a recent Wall Street Journal 
interview (Nov. 2, 2011), Mr. Berry noted [on being told of the rapid loss of our historical record], 
“What are we losing when that happens?  We’re losing windows to the past, thoughts to the 
past and ideas to the past, and that really affected me.” 
 
ALCTS First Virtual Midwinter Symposium Draws Over 100 
 
The first ever ALCTS virtual symposium, “Launching Your Star Potential: Leadership for Today’s 
Libraries”, which ran the week of January 9, 2012, drew over 100 participants.  Attendees heard 
presentations from such notables as Adam Goodman, Director, Center for Leadership, 
Northwestern University, Evanston, IL and James Hilton, Vice President & Chief Information 
Officer, University of Virginia, Charlottesville.  More information about the symposium is 
available on the ALCTS events web page:  
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alcts/confevents/upcoming/ala/mw/star.cfm 
 
ALCTS Midwinter Symposium on Linked Data  
 
The ALCTS Midwinter Symposium has once again drawn a good attendance.  “Libraries, Linked 
Data and the Semantic Web”, the Friday symposium, has drawn over 50 attendees.  The 
Symposium takes place in the Omni Hotel, Room Dallas A.  On-site registrations will be 
accepted.  More information at:   www.ala.org/alcts.  
 
ALCTS Midwinter Programs Tagged ‘Transforming Collections’ 
 
ALCTS programs at Midwinter having to do with the ALCTS initiative “Transforming Collections,” 
are tagged with the “transforming collections” tag in the Event Planner.  By observing these 
tags, attendees can arrange their schedules to take full advantage of programs which support 
the initiative and ALA’s 2015 Goal, “Transforming Libraries”.  
 
Collection Development Librarians of Academic Libraries Talk of Transforming Collections 
 
A discussion about transformative collections will be held on Saturday, January 21, 2012, 4:00 –
5:30 p.m. in the Dallas Convention Center, D173.  The ALCTS Transforming Collections Task 
Force was formed to consider how ALCTS can best address ALA’s goal of “providing leadership 
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in the transformation of libraries and library services in a dynamic and increasing global digital 
information environment.”  Members of the task force will provide an update on their work to 
date, detailing some of their proposals for how ALCTS and ALA can promote transformative 
collections.  The Task Force report is online at 
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alcts/ianda/transcol/0611report.cfm  The group will discuss 
collection development trends believed to be transformative, sharing their experiences and 
gaining new ideas that can be implemented in libraries. 
 
Important Forum Discussions At Midwinter 
 
The December issue of the ALCTS Newsletter lists the forums and Interest Group discussions.  
Check out the listing:  http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alcts/resources/ano/v22/n4/index.cfm 
 
ALCTS Board Discusses Virtual Participation 
 
The ALCTS Board will continue its discussion on virtual participation.  This discussion is the 
next step in aligning ALCTS to better meet the needs of its members.  The discussion takes 
place Friday during the ALCTS Board Meeting in the Convention Center, Room C145.  
 
ALCTS/ACRL Joint 2012 President’s Program Features Duane Bray 
 
Duane Bray from the design firm, IDEO, will be the featured speaker at the 2012 Joint 
ALCTS/ACRL President’s Program at the ALA Annual Conference in Anaheim.  The President’s 
Program takes place on Monday, June 25 beginning at 10:30 a.m. 
 
ALCTS Spring Workshop Schedule Available 
 
The ALCTS spring workshop schedule is now available on the ALCTS Web site under 
Conferences and Events.  Four web courses are being offered, all in the “Fundamentals” series:  
Acquisitions; Collection Development and Management; Electronic Resources Acquisitions; and 
Preservation.  More on Resource Description and Access (RDA) and institutional repositories 
head an exciting line up of webinars.  www.ala.org/alcts 
 
 
Association for Library Service to Children   
(ALSC) 
 
ALSC Community Forum Live Chat Session 
 
The next ALSC Community Forum, hosted on ALA Connect, is scheduled on February 22 at 10 
a.m. (Eastern).  At this online forum, the ALSC Board will update members on news and 
happenings from the ALA Midwinter Meeting.  Members are also invited to post questions for 
the Board on other matters under the “Community Forum” post.  As many questions will be 
accommodated as time allows during the chat.  ALSC last held a Community Forum live chat in 
October 2011.  The chat attracted more than 30 participants and had over 148 views on ALA 
Connect.  A transcript of this chat is available. 
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ALSC Winter Online Course and Webinar Schedule 
 
Four Online Courses will begin January 16.  Each of the courses addresses a different topic and 
includes ideas for librarians and children’s literature enthusiasts.  Additionally, ALSC is offering 
a variety of webinars this winter including Storytelling 2.0, Every Child Ready To Read: New 
Conversations On Research, Relationships And Partnerships, and Between Storytime and The 
Prom: Tween Programming Fills The Gap.   
 
ALSC National Institute 
 
Registration is now open for the ALSC National Institute taking place at the Sheraton City 
Center in Indianapolis, IN, September 20–22, 2012.  Two and a half days of conference 
programming are devoted solely to children’s librarianship, literature, and technology.  A special 
kick-off during the Breakfast For Bill program will feature an illustrator panel of past Caldecott 
Medalists.  This is the first of many year-long activities planned for the 75th Anniversary of the 
Caldecott Medal. 
 
ALSC President’s Program at the 2012 ALA Annual Conference 
 
This year ALSC and the Young Adult Library Services Association (YALSA) will offer a joint 
presidents’ program focusing on the digital lives of tweens and young teens, populations that 
both groups of members serve.  This collaborative event will feature two dynamic speakers, 
Stephen Abram, MLS and Michelle Poris, Ph.D., followed by a video presentation.  There is now 
a call for video submissions from librarians focusing on what libraries are doing for tweens and 
young teens.   
 
Revised “Great Early Elementary Reads” Bibliography 
  
The popular bibliography, which features recommended book titles for beginning readers, has 
been recently updated to include books published between 2009 and 2011.  PDFs of the book 
list are available online in full color and black and white and are free to download, copy and 
distribute.  The bibliography is organized into two categories:  “Starting to Read” and “Reading 
on My Own.”  The titles were selected, compiled and annotated by members of the 2011-2012 
ALSC School-Age Programs and Services Committee.  
 
Great Websites for Kids Website Redesign 
 
Great Websites for Kids (GWS), the Association for Library Service to Children’s (ALSC) online 
website directory, has been completely redesigned.  The updated site boasts a fresh and 
colorful kid-friendly look, subject categories, and interactive social media enhancements. 
Special sections highlight Sites of the Week and Month, Most Popular pages, and Top Rated 
selections.  Visitors can actively connect with the site and further their online experience by 
rating sites, sharing their favorites on social media sites such as Facebook, and emailing 
recommendations to friends. The recent updates are part of a two-phase makeover.  Phase two 
improvements will take place in 2012 and include further development of “social” functionality 
and interactivity. 
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ALSC’s Emerging Leader Project Tackle’s Mentorship Program 
 
The ALSC’s Emerging Leader project (Team E) will meet for the first time at ALA’s Midwinter 
Meeting to discuss what ALSC can do to strengthen the membership experience for new 
members and create a reciprocal benefit for experienced mentors.  The goal of the project is for 
the Emerging Leaders to create a report that spells out the best way for ALSC to recruit, retain, 
and encourage members in its mentoring program. 
 
ALSC Recognizes Long-Serving Members 
 
In December 2011, ALSC sent out over 350 letters of commendation to acknowledge the hard-
work and dedication of members with 25 years or more of cumulative membership.  ALSC 
created a special long-serving ribbon for these members to wear at conferences, and members 
will also be recognized in the ALSC newsletter.  The newsletter will begin a monthly feature that 
highlights one of the many long-serving members. 
 
Nearly $50k in ALSC Scholarships 
 
In March, ALSC will award scholarships to seven library school students totaling nearly $50,000. 
Every year ALSC gives away the Bound to Stay Bound Books, the Frederic G. Melcher, and the 
Spectrum Scholarships to deserving library students who are interested in children’s 
librarianship as a profession.  These scholarships are awarded through ALSC’s Scholarship 
Committee. 
 
 
Association of Library Trustees, Advocates, Friends and Foundations  
(ALTAFF) 

ALTAFF President’s Program Features Dan Rather 

Dan Rather will be speaking at the ALTAFF President's program at the 2012 Annual 
Conference.  His appearance will be part of the auditorium speakers series. 

ALTAFF Membership  

ALTAFF membership is up nearly 20%, which includes some complimentary memberships.  
Paid memberships are up over 15% and growing. 

A New Name? 

The ALTAFF Board, in a continuing effort to find a memorable (and less cumbersome) name for 
the division, will be discussing and voting on "United for Libraries" at its midwinter board 
meeting.  If this passes the Board, it will go on the spring ballot as a bylaws change. 

 
 



 17 

Association of Specialized and Cooperative Library Agencies  
(ASCLA) 
 
Webinar Proposals 
 
A call for webinar proposals has successfully resulted in eight webinars to be presented this 
fiscal year.  Additional proposals have been received and will be reviewed by the Online 
Learning Committee. 
 
Online Learning Consultant 
 
A contract was signed in December 2011 for an online learning consultant team to provide 
structure and assessment for the ASCLA online learning program.  The team consists of Anne 
Abate, Linda Bruno, and Andrew Sanderbeck. 
 
Emerging Leader 
 
Aimee Babcock-Ellis was selected as the new ASCLA Emerging Leader.  
 
 
Library and Information Technology Association  
(LITA) 
 
New LITA Guide on GIS Now Available  
 
Getting Started with GIS (Geographic Information Systems), the latest LITA Guide, has just 
been released.  Eva Dodsworth, the author, is a practitioner with deep experience in teaching 
librarians from all types of libraries.  This Guide serves as a primer for those without previous 
GIS experience and shows how to use and promote GIS for all library users.  
http://www.ala.org/lita/publications/books 
 
LITA at Midwinter  
 
In addition to the many discussions hosted by the LITA Interest Groups, there are a number of 
other networking opportunities for anyone interested in technology in libraries.  On Friday at 
4:00 p.m., LITA’s leadership and membership are gathering to visit with current and potential 
members seeking more information about being active in LITA and what LITA can do for them.  
That session is followed immediately by the LITA Happy Hour at the City Tavern.  
http://www.ala.org/lita/conferences/midwinter/2012 
 
2012 LITA National Forum Call for Proposals   
 
The 2012 LITA National Forum’s theme is “New World of Data: Discover. Connect. Remix.”  
Proposals for a variety of presentations and topics are due February 17, 2012.          
http://www.ala.org/lita/sites/ala.org.lita/files/content/conferences/forum/2012/2012%20LITA%20
National%20F.pdf 
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Public Library Association   
(PLA) 
 
Countdown to PLA 2012 
 
PLA continues to countdown to the PLA 2012 Conference, March 13-17 in Philadelphia, by 
adding new events, including Young Adult Author Lunch with Ally Carter, and new features like 
a dedicated Facebook page, http://www.facebook.com/placonference.  Upcoming promotion 
includes mailing of a Top Ten Tips for Attending PLA booklet and an Information and 
Registration booth at the upcoming Midwinter Meeting in Dallas.  For complete details about 
PLA 2012, visit www.placonference.org. 
 
PLA @ ALA Midwinter 
 
Among many other PLA offerings, there are three items to note at the Midwinter Meeting in 
Dallas.  First, visit the PLA 2012 Conference Information and Registration Booth: 8:00 a.m.-5:00 
p.m.; Saturday, January 21, and Sunday, January 22; DCC Hall A/B Lobby.  As a bonus, the 
PLA 2012 Early Bird discount will be extended for PLA and PaLA members who register for the 
PLA Conference at Midwinter.  Second, from 1:30-3:30 p.m., Saturday, January 21; DCC-
A130/131, join the Edge coalition for an update on the development of public access technology 
benchmarks that will help strengthen the quality, efficiency and effectiveness of public access 
technology services in libraries.  Third, view a demo of the PLDS Statistical Report, 10:30 a.m.-
noon, Sunday, January 22; DCC-C155 to get an inside look at PLAmetrics, the new digital 
database that allows subscribers to access and customize nine years of public library data 
collected through the PLDS Statistical Report. http://www.plametrics.com 
 
“Public Libraries at Work” Webinar Series 
 
PLA continues to offer a wide range of education via monthly webinars and special series. 
Coming soon will be (January 25) “Creating a Digital Media Lab at Your Library”  and (February 
23) “Creating Dynamic Library Atmospheres” - Details to come.  Previously held webinars 
include:  (November 2011) “Fully Engaged Customer Service at Your Library” and (October 
2011) “Building Community: Online Tools for Spanish Speakers” 

PLA Facebook Forums 

PLA has begun offering Facebook Forums—interactive hour-long discussions on the PLA 
Facebook Page about specific topics.  To date, PLA has held three forums: Readers’ Advisory 
with Nancy Pearl, E-Books/E-Readers with Carson Block, and Patron E-Reader Instruction with 
Lynnette Hopwood, Fountaindale (IL) Public Library.  The forums are growing in popularity and 
contribution.  The Patron E-Reader forum received 164 comments.  Upcoming Facebook 
Forums include:  (January 18, 1:00 p.m. CST) Every Child Ready to Read with Saroj Ghoting, 
www.facebook.com/everychild ; (February 8, 1:00 p.m. CST) Public Library Advocacy and 
Turning the Page with Stephanie Gerding www.facebook.com/pla.org and (February 29, 1:00 
p.m. CST) PLA 2012 Conference, leaders to be determined, www.facebook.com/placonference 
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PLDS Statistical Report Survey 

The Public Library Data Service Statistical (PLDS) Report Survey is now open for responses 
through March 30.  Invitations with custom IDs and passwords were mailed to previous 
participants; however, the survey is open to all public libraries in the U.S. and Canada.  Libraries 
can email plasupport@countingopinions.com for ID and password information.  The survey is 
available at http://pla.countingopinions.com.  

 
Reference and User Services Association  
(RUSA) 

Webinars 

A popular webinar, “Introduction to Screencasting for Online Tutorials and Reference,” was 
presented in December.  This 90-minute webinar introduced the screencasting tools and best 
practices for creating online videos for training, instruction or reference.  A call for new webinar 
proposals was also posted to the RUSA blog. 

Emerging Leaders 

A RUSA 2012 Emerging Leader Project has been selected.  RUSA Blog was submitted by the 
RUSA Publications and Communications Committee.  The new RUSA emerging leader for 2012 
is Emily Anne Hamstra. 

Spectrum Intern 

Emily Kornak has been selected as the new Spectrum intern. 

 
Young Adult Library Services Association  
(YALSA) 
 
2012 YALSA Morris & Nonfiction Award Finalists 
 
The finalists for these awards were announced the first week of December.  Visit 
www.ala.org/yalsa/booklists  to find out which titles made the cut for these two awards.  The 
winners will be announced January 23, 2012 at ALA’s Youth Media Awards press conference.  
Visit http://www.ala.org/yma  to view the announcement live. 
  
YALSA Academy 
 
Quick and practical continuing education (CE) for frontline librarians and library workers has 
been developed by frontline librarians and library workers.  Beginning January 17, tune in to 
YALSA’s YouTube channel at http://bit.ly/upUfk4 for this great free resource.  Individuals 
interested in developing videos for YALSA can contact YALSA’s Program Officer for Continuing 
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Education, Eve Gaus, at egaus@ala.org  or (800) 545-2433 x5293 for information. 
  
Recommended Reading at Your Fingertips 
 
In February 2012, YALSA will make available a free iPhone app to help librarians, library 
workers, teens, parents and educators find recommended reads for 12-18 year olds.  The app 
will feature the past 3 years’ worth of titles from YALSA’s recommended lists and all of YALSA’s 
past and current awards.  Thanks go to the Dollar General Literacy Foundation for funding this 
project.  Later in 2012 the app will be available for other mobile platforms 
 
Curriculum Kits on Teen Services 
 
For individuals who provide training for librarians and library workers, these kits will be available 
in June 2012 from the ALA store.  The first kit will focus on teens and technology, and a second 
kit will focus on adolescent development. 
  
 
Upcoming Events & New Initiatives 

• Now through January: fill out committee volunteer forms for committees that begin work 
July 1, 2012, http://yalsa.ala.org/forms/process_com.php 

• January 23, all of ALA’s 2012 Youth Media Awards announced, www.ala.org/yma  
• January 30, all of YALSA’s 2012 recommended reading lists posted online at 

www.ala.org/yalsa/booklists  
• January 31, membership must be current as of this day in order to be eligible to vote in 

the ALA/YALSA elections 
• February 2012, preliminary program available for YA Lit Symposium, 

www.ala.org/yalitsymposium  
• February 2012, YALSA’s Complete Summer Reading Guide for Teens and Tweens is 

published. 
• February 1, deadline to submit a committee volunteer form for groups that begin work 

July 1, 2012, http://yalsa.ala.org/forms/process_com.php 
• February 6, registration closes for Teen Tech Week™, www.ala.org/teentechweek  
• February 6 - March 5, Power Programming E-course, http://tinyurl.com/YALSAecourse  
• February 16, Serving LGBTQ Teens webinar, 

http://www.ala.org/yalsa/onlinelearning/webinar  
• March 4 - 10, 2012, Teen Tech Week™ www.ala.org/teentechweek 

 
 
 

ALA PUBLISHING 
 
ALA Bestsellers—Updates, Sequels, and a Companion Library Technology Reports  
 
New books from ALA Editions since December include three titles that are either new editions or 
sequels to bestsellers that have received excellent feedback for their effectiveness in key 
areas—e-books, getting grants, and copyright law.  The new titles are: No Shelf Required 2: 
Use and Management of Electronic Books; The ALA Book of Library Grant Money, Eighth 
Edition; and Copyright Law for Librarians and Educators: Creative Strategies and Practical 
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http://yalsa.ala.org/forms/process_com.php�
http://www.ala.org/yma�
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/booklists�
http://www.ala.org/yalitsymposium�
http://yalsa.ala.org/forms/process_com.php�
http://www.ala.org/teentechweek�
http://tinyurl.com/YALSAecourse�
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/onlinelearning/webinar�
http://www.ala.org/teentechweek�
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=3525�
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=3525�
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=2887�
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=2887�
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=3043�


 21 

Solutions, Third Edition.  ALA TechSource also published a new issue of Library Technology 
Reports, The No Shelf Required Guide to E-Book Purchasing.  The issue was edited by e-book 
luminary Sue Polanka, also the author of the ALA Editions books by the same name, and 
features an expert-authored series of articles that provide librarians with strategies, best 
practices and case studies for meeting the unprecedented legal, technological, and vendor 
challenges that come with e-book purchasing. 
 
 
ALA Publishing Webinars—Job-Hunting to Early Childhood Books; e-Books to Serving 
Entrepreneurs in the Library  
 
ALA TechSource and ALA Editions have held a number of well-attended workshops and 
eCourses, including Making Space for Entrepreneurs and Independent Workers with Meg 
Knodl, and E-Books and Access: Upholding Library Values with Sarah Houghton.  On January 
4, 2012, ALA Editions also held a free webinar, Real-Life Strategies for Successful Library Job-
Hunting with Andromeda Yelton and Tiffany Mair.  Popular ALA Editions eCourses included 
Using Drupal to Build Library Websites and Web Design Basics for Librarians.  Booklist offered 
sponsored webinars on Gale's new digital books platform, series nonfiction, early childhood 
books, and a spring preview from Lerner Publishing Group.  The archive of Booklist’s free 
sponsored webinars is always available at Booklist Online.  
 
RDA Toolkit—Recent Enhancements, and Digital Reference Webinars 
 
The January release to RDA Toolkit included vital enhancements to the site, most notably 
greatly improved loading times for pages, the introduction of icons to the user interface, and a 
fully revised and updated help guide.  The ALA Digital Reference “Essentials” webinars for both 
RDA Toolkit and Guide to Reference return in January, and the Virtual User Group webinar for 
RDA Toolkit returns in February.  
 
New ALA Graphics Catalog—New Items from Hunger Games to Stink Character 
 
ALA Graphics Spring Catalog arrived in early January with new products including the latest 
addition to the Celebrity READ campaign, a Hunger Games poster and bookmark; Read to a 
Zombie, featuring author Megan McDonald’s Stink character; Dig In and Read  by Dinotrux 
author/illustrator Chris Gall; and Avatar: The Last Airbender targeting graphic novel fans.  

Award-Winning Products at the ALA Store at ALA Midwinter 

The ALA Store, offering products for all promotional and continuing education needs, will be 
located on the Exhibit Floor at booth 1835, with something for every librarian and institution—
from new READ® campaign posters and bookmarks to 2012 National Library Week, Teen Tech 
Week™, and Choose Privacy Week products; Midwinter t-shirts, to new titles from ALA Editions 
and ALA divisions, such as No Shelf Required 2: Use and Management of Electronic Books, 
Small Public Library Management, and the Third Edition of Copyright Law for Librarians and 
Educators.  At Midwinter, Neal-Schuman can be found in a separate booth (# 1905), but the 
imprint will be integrated in the ALA Store by the 2012 Annual Conference. 
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Who Knew Librarians Were so into Food?  Midwinter Item Gets Extra Local Press 

For the first time ever, ALA Midwinter got some extra local press as a result of a local 
publication (in this case, the Dallas Observer) picking up American Libraries’ dining guide.  
“Dining in Dallas,” a feature by Associate Editor Greg Landgraf, showed up on a blog under the 
title “Be On the Look Out for Large Groups of Hungry Librarians Lurking in Dallas Restaurants.”  
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