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Public Information Office media relations activities for the past quarter (mid June – September 2008) have focused in several areas:

·  ALA Annual Conference 

·  Gaming in libraries

·  Library usage in economic downturn

·  Library Card Sign-up Month 

·  Censorship in libraries/Banned Books Week  

Introduction
Since our last report, the American Library Association’s (ALA) clipping service (based on the top 150 newspapers by circulation) and online news scans returned more than 1,037 articles that included mentions of the ALA. The overall circulation total for ALA media coverage is more than 661 million resulting in an impression rate ((impressions are calculated by the total sum of circulation multiplied by 2.5 additional viewers or readers, etc.) of 1.6 billion. 

According to the Newspaper Association of America, there are more than 1,400 daily newspapers and 6,700 weekly newspapers in the United States, so the following list of placements should be viewed as a snapshot of coverage achieved by the ALA.  

Summary

The quarter started off with the ALA’s Annual Conference held June 26 – July 2 in Anaheim, Calif.  The event generated significant local and national coverage through the media outreach efforts of the ALA’s Public Information Office (PIO). 

Conference events including ALA’s announcement of a $1 million Verizon Foundation gaming grant and the Library Cart Drill Team competition received the majority of coverage. The Chicago Tribune’s Los Angeles bureau covered the gaming announcement, which resulted in a front page article titled “Video games are newest tricks in your library's book.”  The article fueled a Tribune Opinion piece and Web poll on the relevance of library gaming programs. 

NPR and KTTV (FOX) covered the Library Cart Drill Team Competition. KTTV event footage was distributed through a national FOX feed, which resulted in event footage airing in more than 60 TV markets reaching an estimated 1.4 million viewers.  The NPR segment was distributed nationally and was broadcasted by more than 800 stations.   
Other news organizations such as KDOC, KOCE, Orange County Register, Press Enterprise, La Opinion, American Libraries, Library Journal and School Library Journal also provided coverage of ALA Conference events including Libraries Build Communities, Book Mobile Sunday and the Jamie Lee Curtis reading event.  

Gaming in libraries continued to be a well-covered issue after Annual Conference. Reporters throughout the country began to pursue local stories on how this new format has impacted local library service and usage. The additional coverage provided readers and viewers with key Campaign messaging on the changing role of libraries. Additional coverage also has positioned the ALA as an expert on gaming in libraries, which has lead to media contacting the ALA to discuss new gaming platforms such as Scholastic’s “39 Clues.” 

This quarter reporters also provided coverage on the increase in library usage during hard economic times. PIO facilitated interview opportunities for members and ALA leadership with NPR’s “All Things Considered,” CBS Evening News and the Associated Press to name a few. Coverage on this issue was extremely favorable and positioned libraries as trusted and valuable community resources. Due to the volume of placement on this issue it was difficult for the PIO to track all coverage, but the CBS News segment had more than 6.4 million viewers and held a publicity value of $290,000. 
Kareem Abdul Jabbar was the honorary chair of Library Card Sign-up Month 2008. Abdul Jabbar provided recorded audio public service announcements (PSAs) that said a library card is the best back to school tool. The audio PSAs were broadcasted by more than 800 radio stations in all 210 U.S. markets.  Jabbar’s print PSA received placement in Entertainment Weekly, O Magazine and AARP. PSA placements generated more than $800,000 in donated ad space and were seen by more than 30 million subscribers.   
The issue of censorship in libraries was placed on the national stage in recent months. ALA was contacted by a variety of reporters that wanted to discuss an alleged attempt by and an elected official to have materials removed from a library in Wasilla, Alaska. Since this issue involved a vice presidential candidate, the PIO, with assistance from ALA’s Office for Intellectual Freedom, developed messaging that referenced ALA’s position on censorship and  ALA’s 501 (C) 3 status. ALA President Jim Rettig released a statement on censorship. Coverage of that statement brought more attention to Banned Books Week, Sept. 27 – Oct. 4.  
The release of the Public Library Funding & Technology Access Study (PLFTAS), the largest and longest running study of its kind, also generated coverage. The study is conducted by the American Library Association (ALA) and Information Institute at Florida State University and is funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and ALA.  The study provides information from public libraries regarding their Internet connectivity, public computing, technology training, and other public library roles as public access technology centers in their communities. The Christian Science Monitor, Gannett News Service and several newspapers published study findings.

Findings at a glance: 
	
	Positive 
	Neutral 
	Negative 

	Total Clips 
	629
	361
	47

	Total Circulation 
	371,626,192
	260,784,507
	29,168,216

	Total Impressions 
	929,065,480
	651,961,267
	72,920,540


Total Clips: 1,037

Total Circulation: 661,578,915
Total Impressions: 1,653,947,287.5

Additional Information:

Appendix - Summary of clips:

http://www.ala.org/ala/aboutala/hqops/pio/Sep08MRreportappendix.pdf
Complete listing of all clips included in report:

http://www.ala.org/ala/aboutala/hqops/pio/Sep08MRreportclips.pdf
