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Report to ALA Council

Constitution and Bylaws Committee

25 January 2009

Subject:   ALA Bylaws, Article I. Membership

Action Requested:  Approval of revision

In January 2008, the Constitution and Bylaws Committee was asked to consider whether or not the specific dues amounts could be removed from the Bylaws so that the Bylaws would not need revision every time a dues category changed.  In considering this, the Committee came to the conclusion that much of the specific information about the various categories of membership appeared in the Bylaws only because the dues for these categories varied.  By removing the dues, therefore, allowed for the removal of this information as well.

The committee decided to take this opportunity to do a major revision and attempt to streamline Article I.   Article I, Section 7 currently deals with fiscal year, conference year and membership year.  The revised Article I retains the membership year provision in its new Section 2.  The fiscal year is being recommended to be moved to Article IX, and the conference year is being recommended to be moved to Article II.  Both of these moves are recommended as editorial changes as allowed by Article XI, Section 2 of the Constitution.
The committee considered briefly recommending the removal of the necessity for a membership vote on dues increases, but Council through its listserv provided input that dissuaded the committee from making such a recommendation.
Action:

RESOLVED,

1. That Article I, Section 7(a) be moved to Article IX as a new Section 1, retaining its current language with all current Article IX sections renumbered accordingly.

2. That Article I, Section 7(b) be moved to Article II as new Section 1, retaining its current language with all current Article II sections renumbered accordingly.
3.  That ALA Bylaws Article I be revised by replacing the current language with the following:

OVER

Article I.  Membership

Sec. 1.  Classification of Membership.  Membership of the Association shall consist of:

Personal Members:  any person who has completed the process of joining the Association as an individual or on whom membership has been conferred by the Association.

Chapter Members:  any legally constituted state, territorial, or regional library association that has been granted chapter status by action of Council under Article V, Section 1(c) of the Bylaws.

Organization Members:  Non-profit libraries and nonprofit schools conducting programs of library education; library associations; affiliated organizations; foreign organizations; and non-profit organizations other than libraries and library schools.

Corporate Members:  For-profit companies and organizations interested in supporting the work of the Association and electing to pay dues set in accordance with Section 2 of this Article.

Sec. 2.  Categories and Dues.  

Categories within each classification of membership in the Association may be established by the Council upon recommendation by the Executive Board.

Dues for personal members shall be set by the Executive Board with approval by a vote of the Council and subject to a mail vote of the personal members.  Dues for Chapter Members, Organization Members, and Corporate Members shall be set by Council upon recommendation of the Executive Board.  (Note:  See Policy 12.)

Members falling into two or more categories of membership shall pay the highest applicable dues and shall receive corresponding privileges.

The membership year for any member of the Association and its divisions and round tables shall be twelve consecutive months effective the first day of the month following receipt of dues payment.

Sec. 3.  Rights and Privileges.  Perquisites of membership shall be set by Council upon recommendation of the Executive Board.  Only personal members of the Association shall have the right to vote, petition, hold office, and participate in membership meetings.

Sec. 4.  Upon approval of the Executive Board, special promotional membership rates may be made available from time to time.

Sec. 5.  The category to which any personal member belongs, except Honorary and Life Members, shall not be specified  in the Directory and shall be regarded as confidential.

Sec. 6.  Unpaid dues.  Members whose dues are unpaid upon the expiration date of their membership year and who shall continue such delinquency for two month after notice of the same has been sent, shall be dropped from membership.  Lapsed members shall be reinstated upon payment of dues for the current membership year.

