April 20, 2016

United States Senate

Committee on Rules and Administration
305 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re: Broad Public, Library and Educational Sector Support of Hayden Nomination

Dear Chairman Blunt, Ranking Member Schumer and Members of the Committee:

We are organizations, societies, alliances and institutes from across the political
spectrum. While we may differ in outlook and the matters of policy or legislation on which we
focus, we write today with one voice. Specifically, we ask that the Rules Committee rapidly
vote to recommend to the full Senate that Dr. Carla Hayden be confirmed immediately to serve
as the nation’s fourteenth Librarian of Congress. For the first time in the 21° century, Congress
has an opportunity to equip the Library and the nation with the unique combination of
professional skills and sensibilities that Dr. Hayden will bring to the post.

First and foremost, Dr. Hayden is a proven leader. She was named a Ms. Magazine
“Woman of the Year” in 2003 and again, just weeks ago, Fortune magazine numbered her
among 50 individuals selected as the “World’s Greatest Leaders.” Fortune’s award citation
expressly recognized her ability to bring “fresh leadership” to the venerable Library of Congress.

Further, Dr. Hayden is an accomplished manager, particularly of the kind of institutional
technological change that the Library of Congress must rapidly prioritize and achieve if it is to
fully serve the nation. Indeed, the President & CEO of the Internet Association noted upon her
nomination that Dr. Hayden has “exactly the skills needed to modernize the digital infrastruc-
ture of the Library of Congress.” We concur.

Finally and perhaps most importantly, as a long-time leader in the profession, Dr.
Hayden deeply understands what a library at its best is and can be for every community of
users —young and old, corporate and individual, rich and poor, “connected” or not —in our
diverse and complicated country. That’s why, noting that “she has dedicated her career to
making libraries vital to the fabric of our national life,” the Chairman of the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities called Dr. Hayden “an inspired choice” for Librarian of Congress.

We respectfully submit that the Library of Congress has never needed more the unique
combination of character, acumen and humanity that Dr. Carla Hayden is so professionally,
intellectually and personally qualified to offer that great institution. We urge her earliest
possible approval by the Rules Committee and rapid confirmation by the Senate.



Thank you for scheduling her hearing before the Committee promptly. We look forward
to working with you toward those ends, and with Dr. Hayden for many productive years to
come.

Respectfully submitted,
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