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**Type of report being submitted:  Committee Final Report

**Date:  June 10, 2015

**Committee Name:  Shirley Olofson Memorial Award Committee

**Supervising Board Member:  Kate Kosturski

**Chair, Co-Chairs, Assistant Chairs:  Rachel Jaffe	

**Committee members: 

	Rachel Jaffe
	jaffer@ucsc.edu

	Sophie Rondeau
	smrondeau@hotmail.com

	Lois Wilkins
	lois.wilkins@ymail.com

	Maurini Strub
	maurini.strub@gmail.com

	Elizabeth Lieutenant
	e.lieutenant@me.com

	Rebecca Hopman
	rchopman@gmail.com

	Jenny Stout
	jastout@vcu.edu

	Sam Suber
	ssuber@mt.gov



**Goals, Objectives, Projects completed (including, but not limited to, any procedures, tip sheets, checklists, etc. created during the reporting year):

· Revised the award application so that the essay topic reflects this year’s presidential theme, “Being Influential at All Stages of Your Career.”
· Advertised the award and solicited applications from qualified persons
· Collated and evaluated award applications
· Selected a recipient
· Notified and announced the recipient
· Updated the Current/Past Winners and other web pages (with assistance of NMRT Web liaisons). 
· Made significant updates to the group’s NMRT wiki handbook page

**Action Items/Issues To Be Resolved – What plans/projects remain which will be carried over or postponed until next year? Have there been any substantial changes in plans requiring a reconsideration or cancellation of projects? Information regarding such will be helpful for future chairs and planners.

· Explore the possibility of migrating the application form to Google forms.  Historically the award announcement and award application forms have read that candidates will be notified when their application has been received – there is no automatic mechanism where this notification is dispatched.  It is up to the committee to notify candidates one-by-one via email. Similarly, it may be helpful to look into a tool that would also allow one to automatically populate and send rejection letters.  These are issues we discussed; however, we chose not to investigate them further.

Financial Report Section:
	Your budget appropriation (see budget)
	a. $0

	Amount which you have spent this year
	b. $0

	Difference between budgeted amount and amount spent (a-b)
	c. $0



**Report submitted by:  Rachel Jaffe, Chair 2014-2015

**Email address:  jaffer@ucsc.edu

Documents attached:
· Award Announcement
· Award Acceptance Letter
· Award Acceptance Form
· Award Rejection Letter
· Announcement of Award Winner

Note: The committee chair will need to request copies of the NMRT Award Certificate and ALA reimbursement paperwork (to be passed on to the award winner) from the ALA staff liaison.


Shirley Olofson Memorial Award Application http://www.ala.org/nmrt/initiatives/applyforfunds/shirleyolofson

Application deadline: December 15, 2014
The Shirley Olofson Memorial Award is presented annually in honor of Shirley Olofson, a well-respected former NMRT president, who died during her term in office. The award, which is intended to help defray costs to attend the ALA Annual Conference, will be presented in the form of a check for $1,000 during the 2015 Annual Conference in San Francisco, CA. The winner will be chosen in January before the ALA Midwinter Meeting. All applicants will be notified in March.

Requirements
Applicants must be members of ALA and NMRT, participate actively in the library profession, show promise or activity in the area of professional development, have valid financial need, and have not attended more than five ALA annual conferences.

Instructions
Fill out the application form at http://www.ala.org/nmrt/initiatives/applyforfunds/shirleyolofson. Include a current resume that lists educational background and degrees, library positions you've held, activity in ALA, NMRT, or other ALA groups, activity in other library associations, and participation in scholarly activity.

Write a short essay or paragraph that explains the reasons you are applying for this award. Address your financial need. (Specify what expenses are funded by your employer or other resources, e.g. registration, travel, lodging, and meals, etc. and what expenses you pay on your own.) Please also consider addressing NMRT President Megan Hodge’s theme, “Be Influential at All Stages of Your Career”, in your essay.

If you do not receive an email acknowledgment within two business days after submitting this application form, please send an email to Rachel Jaffe at jaffer@ucsc.edu

Applicants will be notified of incomplete applications.

Acceptance letter:



February 2, 2015



Dear Kai,
 
I am pleased to inform you that you have been selected as the winner of the 2014/15 ALA New Members Round Table Shirley Olofson Memorial Award.  The Committee was impressed by your professional development and service activities within NMRT.

This award, named in honor of late NMRT President Shirley Olofson, is given annually to defray the costs of attending the ALA Annual Conference.  This year’s conference is located in San Francisco, CA.  In addition to the financial award, you will also be acknowledged during NMRT’s award reception.
 
NMRT’s ALA Staff Liaison, Kimberly Redd (cc’d), and I will be working with you to sign all of the necessary paperwork, coordinate details and finalize the award process.  Please note that funds of up to $1,000 will be awarded after the 2015 Annual Conference; you will be required to submit a completed reimbursement form along with copies of related receipts.

To confirm your acceptance, please complete and return the Shirley Olofson Memorial Award agreement form.

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions.
 
Congratulations and we hope to see you in San Francisco!

Warm regards,



Rachel Jaffe
2014/15 NMRT Shirley Olofson Memorial Award Committee, Chair


SHIRLEY OLOFSON MEMORIAL AWARD
CONDITIONS OF AWARD ACCEPTANCE



Please sign and return the following acceptance statement, agreeing to the following conditions:

1 Recipient will confirm by signing this form that he/she will attend the 2015 ALA Annual Conference to be held in San Francisco, California.
2 Recipient’s employing institution confirms by signing this form that the recipient approval to accept this award and to meet the requirements of conference attendance.
3 If the recipient is unable to complete the terms of this grant, he/she must notify the Shirley Olofson Memorial Award Committee and return any funds received under the grant.





I, _____________________________________, agree to the above conditions. 		
                 (PLEASE PRINT NAME)

Signature: _____________________________________ Date:____________________





+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++


                                                has the approval of this institution to accept this grant and to meet the requirements of conference attendance.

Signature of supervisor:							

Print Name:									

Institution:									

Rejection Letter:

Dear _______________,

Thank you for your application for the ALA New Members Round Table Shirley Olofson Memorial Award.

After much discussion, 2014/15 award committee has completed its review of applications and I regret to inform you that you have not been selected for this year’s award. 

This year there were a number of well-qualified candidates and narrowing down the pool was a challenging process.  We were pleased and impressed by the candidates’ level of initiative, participation in professional development activities, and commitment to librarianship.

Again, we would like to thank you again for your interest in the award.  We also encourage you to apply again in the future. Best of luck in your career and much success!  

Sincerely,

Rachel Jaffe
2014/15 Shirley Olofson Memorial Award Committee, Chair

Announcement of Winner:
Longer version

Kai Alexis Smith is the 2015 recipient of the New Members Round Table (NMRT) Shirley Olofson Memorial Award. This award, named in honor of the late NMRT President Shirley Olofson, is given annually to defray the costs of attending the ALA Annual Conference. Criteria for the award include membership in ALA and NMRT, promise or activity in the area of professional development, and financial need.
 
Kai Alexis Smith is the Librarian-­in­-Residence at the University of Notre Dame in Notre  Dame, Indiana. She earned her MSLIS from Pratt Institute (New York, NY) and her BFA in Writing for Publication at Pratt Institute (New York, NY). Current leadership roles in  library professional organizations include chair of the Diversity Committee of Art Library Society of North America (ARLIS/NA), liaison to the Black Caucus of ALA on Diversity Council, and a member of the ACRL/Arts Conference Programing Committee San Francisco 2015 and the Digital Technologies and the Arts Committee. Kai is also active in ALA, and NMRT, and is currently serving as NMRT’s Liaison to Library Information Technology Association (LITA). She will receive $1,000 to attend the ALA Annual Conference in San Francisco, CA. 

The committee would like to thank all who applied for this year’s Shirley Olofson Memorial Award. Further information about this award, including past recipients, can be found at the NMRT Awards, Grants & Scholarships page.

Please join us in congratulating Kai Alexis Smith!

The Shirley Olofson Memorial Award Committee
Rachel Jaffe, chair
Elizabeth Lieutenant
Sophie Rondeau
Jenny Stout
Maurini Strub
Samuel Suber
Lois Wilkins


Shorter version

Kai Alexis Smith is the 2015 recipient of the New Members Round Table (NMRT) Shirley Olofson Memorial Award. This award, named in honor of the late NMRT President Shirley Olofson, is given annually to defray the costs of attending the ALA Annual Conference. Criteria for the award include membership in ALA and NMRT, promise or activity in the area of professional development, and financial need. 
 
Kai Alexis Smith is the LIbrarian-­in-­Residence at the University of Notre Dame in Notre Dame, Indiana. She earned her MSLIS from Pratt Institute (New York, NY) and her BFA in Writing for Publication at Pratt Institute (New York, NY). Kai is active in the library profession, including ARLIS/NA, BCALA, ACRL/Arts, ALA, and NMRT. She will receive $1,000 to attend the ALA Annual Conference in San Francisco, CA.

The committee would like to thank all who applied for this year’s Shirley Olofson Memorial Award. Further information about this award, including past recipients, can be found at the NMRT Awards, Grants & Scholarships page.

Please join us in congratulating Kai Alexis Smith!

The Shirley Olofson Memorial Award Committee
Rachel Jaffe, chair
Elizabeth Lieutenant
Sophie Rondeau
Jenny Stout
Maurini Strub
Samuel Suber
Lois Wilkins





