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the Band’s Robbie Robertson, 
Illustrator David shannon to 
highlight Closing session 

Robbie Robertson

David Shannon

A legendary song-
writer, guitarist, 
and author and an 

award-winning author and 
illustrator will be the featured 
presenters at the ALA Annual 
Conference Closing General 
Session on Tuesday from 9:30 
– 11:00 a.m.

Rock and Roll Hall of 
Famer Robbie Robertson and 
Caldecott Honor winner (No, 
David!) David Shannon will 
talk about their new book, 
Hiawatha and the Peacemak-
er. Current ALA President 
Courtney L. Young will also 
pass the gavel to 2015-2016 
ALA President Sari Feldman and introduce 
the new division presidents.  

Robertson was the lead guitarist and 
primary songwriter of the legendary musi-

cal group The Band. 
Born of Mohawk and 
Cayuga descent, Rob-
ertson learned the sto-
ry of Hiawatha and 
his spiritual guide, 

the Peacemaker, as part of the Iroquois oral 
tradition. Hiawatha was a strong and ar-
ticulate Mohawk who was chosen to translate 

Registration
mon. 6/29: 7:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

exhibit Hours
Moscone Center Halls A,B,C,D
mon. 6/29: 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Joshua Davis, David 
thomson, Rick Jacobs
auditorium Speakers
mon. 6/29: 8:30 a.m., 
mcc esplanade 305

closing general session
mcc esplanade 305
tues. 6/30: 9:30 – 11:00 a.m.

QuICk Look

» see page 3

Annual Conference & Exhibition attendees pass by a display for the book 
Furiously happy on the Exhibits floor Sunday. The Exhibits are open today 
from 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

By Brad Martin, LAC Group

sarah Lewis began her remarks on Sun-
day by saying that it was “an honor to 
be in this room” and ended by stating 

that addressing the 
ALA audience was an 
even greater privilege 
than writing her book 
The Rise.

Lewis has served 
on President Obama’s 
Arts Policy Commit-
tee and is a Du Bois 
Fellow at Harvard 
University. She has 
also been selected for 
O, The Oprah Maga-
zine’s Power List.

In her talk, Lewis 
explored themes in 
The Rise, which she said is about “the unlikely 
foundations of creative behavior,” and used 
examples of artists, inventors, and writers to 
illustrate the importance of “private domains 
and the function they serve for thought, 
creativity, and justice.” 

Lewis said her grandfather, Shadrach 
Emmanuel Lee, was the inspiration for the 
book she would later write. Being told at a 
young age by a teacher that black people were 
not in history books because they had not 
contributed anything, Lee was not frightened 
by the prospect of failure and went on to 
become a painter and jazz musician. Lewis 
recalled visits to his house as a child, where 
she would see his art – and the small room 
that provided the private space for her grand-
father to pursue his passions.  Fascinated by 
how her grandfather had overcome any fears 
of failure placed upon him by society, Lewis 
decided to study the lives of the masters of 
various fields to see if there were traits they 
all might share.

Lewis said that very often the great ones 
aim is for mastery and not success. She said 

sarah Lewis Explores 
Creativity, Inspiration, Mastery 
in President’s Program

that Thomas Edison was asked at one point 
about his failure at creating the electric light, 
and replied that he had not failed, but had 

found 10,000 ways that do not work. This 
quality has been called “grit,” and Lewis said 
it shows up again and again in the work of 
the masters. Observing archers at Columbia 

Sarah Lewis

» see page 17
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www.apa.org/pubs/databases

STOP BY BOOTH #2533 
and learn how access to our electronic 
resources will benefit your institution.

Explore the most comprehensive database of peer-
reviewed psychology literature available today. This 
fundamental collection of nearly 4 million abstract records 
is one of the most highly utilized databases worldwide and 
a mainstay of scholarly research. 

Uncover the most current research through an electronic 
archive of valuable gray literature. Go beyond traditional 
peer-reviewed research materials, and access the full scope 
of the behavioral and social sciences through hard-to-find 
content.

Gain insight on thousands of relevant books, films, and 
videos from a psychological perspective. This collection of 
expertly reviewed content is an ideal resource that takes 
the guesswork out of selecting materials for use in the 
classroom or practice. 

Provide your institution with access to the full 
breadth of research in psychology

PsycCRITIQUES®

PsycEXTRA®

PsycINFO®

DISCOVERY & 
PERSPECTIVES

Unlock research

By Sara Zettervall, Hennepin County Library (Minn.)

Nick Offerman would like to make sure 
everyone knows he does not hate librarians. 
His character on “Parks and Rec,” Ron 
Swanson, is still collecting YouTube hits on 
clips that creatively insult the public library. 
“That’s just comedy,” he told a standing-
room-only crowd of librarians. “Librarians 
were chosen as the most unassailable group 

of professionals.”
He needn’t have worried, though. Before 

he even had a chance to speak, he was greeted 
by a standing ovation. Still, he took the time 
to explain that his sister runs the library in 
his home town of Minooka, Illinois, and his 
sister-in-law also works there. His family, he 
explained, are “great lovers of librarians – 
both figuratively and literally.”

Like librarians, Offerman is a shameless 
fan of his favorite writers. His new book, 
Gumption: Relighting the Torch of Freedom 
with America’s Gutsiest Troublemakers, high-
lights 21 Americans who have inspired him. 
Several of those are authors who are alive 
today, and Offerman was clearly thrilled to 
be able to use the excuse of writing his book 
to spend time with the likes of George Saun-
ders and Michael Pollan. But his favorite 
author seemed to be Wendell Berry, whom 
he described as a “well of common sense.” 
Be sure to check out the audiobook version 
of Gumption, which includes Offerman’s 
recording of a Berry poem that Saunders 
set to music.

Following a reading that was punctuated 
by his infamous giggle, Offerman was joined 
on stage by fellow comedian-author Sarah 
Vowell.  She teased him for being too much 
like Theodore Roosevelt, who is featured 
in the book, calling him “annoyingly well-
rounded.” Offerman admitted that Roosevelt 
was “kind of a freak” who hired men to 
wrestle with him in the Oval Office, but he 
wanted to highlight that kind of gumption 

today’s schedule

9:00 – 10:00 a.m. 
2K15: Up and coming 
Young Adult novelists

10:00 – 11:00 a.m. 
Aaron Karo: galgorithm

11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
nina Revoyr: Lost canyon

12:00 – 1:00 p.m. 
Rachelle Lee smith: 
speaking oUt

1:00 – 2:00 p.m. 
Verse novels for 
Reluctant Readers

offerman Entertains with history and giggles

in the book. They also swapped stories of 
admiration for Conan O’Brien, credited by 
both for giving their careers and comedic 
self-esteem a boost.

On a more serious note, Vowell sug-
gested there was a tension in Offerman’s 
book between each figure’s “niceness” and 
their simultaneous ability to blow off the 
opinions of people who opposed them. 
Offerman agreed, saying, “I want to live 
somewhere where we can disagree and then 
shake hands afterward.” He admired each 
figure for “making the Robert Frost choice” 
to take the road less traveled and hoped to 
inspire others to do so, too.

the Peacemak-
er’s message of 
unity for the 
f ive warring 

Iroquois nations during the 14th cen-
tury. This message not only succeeded 
in uniting the tribes, but also forever 
changed how the Iroquois governed 
themselves – a blueprint for democracy 
that would later inspire the authors of 
the U.S. Constitution. Robbie Robert-
son lives in Los Angeles.

 In addition to his many previous 
works and No, David!, Shannon’s latest 
project brings the journey of Hiawatha 
and the Peacemaker to life with arrest-

ing oil paintings. Born in Washington, 
D.C., Shannon grew up in Spokane, 
Washington. His illustrations have 
appeared in a wide variety of publica-
tions, including The New York Times, 
Time, and Rolling Stone. His art has 
also graced a number of book jackets. 
David Shannon now lives in Los An-
geles with his wife, their daughter, and 
their dog, Fergus.

Their appearance is sponsored by 
Abrams Books for Young Readers. 

Closing
» from page 1

Robbie Robertson, 
David shannon
closing general Session 
tuesday, 9:30 a.m.Nick Offerman
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By Rachael Wettenstein, Student to ALA

Authors John Huber and Steven Potter gave 
a dynamic presentation on the “purpose-
based” library to a meeting room overflowing 
with attendees. Libraries, they reported, are 
in a position in which they’re constantly be-
ing asked to defend their relevance amidst the 
growing challenges of budget cuts and online 
marketplace competitors. In order to stay on 
the map, they said, libraries need to move 
beyond survival mode to a path of growth 
and success. The paradox they discovered is 
that, while the rest of the world is moving 
toward models of faceless customer service, 
the future of libraries lies in increasing 
customer engagement. This “Library Lean 
Thinking” purposes that the improvement 

Libraries can change the 
perception of simply 
being book distributors 
by becoming community 
transformation centers. 

See the future of digital lending

eBooks  |  audiobooks  |  streaming video  |  periodicals

SNEAK PREVIEW AT
BOOTH #2541

Taking the highest-rated app  
 & APIs to the next level

•  Instant access

•  Lightning performance

•  Ultimate ease of use

Writer Edwidge Dan-
ticat – designated by 
Harper’s Bazaar  as 
“One of 20 people in 
their twenties who will 
make a difference,” fea-
tured in The New York 
Times Magazine as one 
of “30 under 30” peo-
ple to watch, and called 
one of the “15 Gutsiest 
Women of the Year” by 
Jane Magazine – is one 
presenter  not to miss when she appears 
as an Auditorium Speaker today from 

later she published her first writing 
in English in a citywide magazine 
written by teenagers. “Writing 
for New Youth Connections had 
given me a voice. My silence was 
destroyed completely, indefinitely.”  

Prominent themes in her writ-
ing include national identity, 
mother-daughter relationships, 
and diasporic politics. Danticat is a 
strong advocate for issues affecting 
Haitians abroad and at home, and 
her work has been translated into 

many languages. Her numerous awards 
include a Pushcart Short Story Prize, The 
National Book Critics Circle Award, the 
American Book Award, a Langston Hughes 
Medal, a MacArthur Fellowship, and fiction 
awards from Essence and Seventeen maga-
zines. Her most recent novel, Claire of the 
Sea Light, was shortlisted for ALA’s 2014 
Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence in 
Fiction. The poignant and tender picture 
book Mama’s Nightingale: A Story of Im-
migration and Separation (September 2015) 
highlights the connective and transformative 
power of words and stories. 

Danticat’s appearance at ALA Annual 
Conference is sponsored by Dial Books 
for Young Readers, an imprint of Penguin 
Young Readers.

Edwidge Danticat, award-Winning 
author, auditorium speaker

Edwidge Danticat

edwidge Danticat
auditorium Speaker
10:30 a.m., mcc esplanade 305

10:30 – 11:30 a.m. Her first novel, Breath, 
Eyes, Memory, was an Oprah’s Book Club 
Selection, and her second book, the story 
collection Krik? Krak! made her the young-
est National Book Award nominee ever. 

Born in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Danticat 
immigrated to a Haitian-American neigh-
borhood in Brooklyn at age 12. Her disori-
entation in her new surroundings saw her 
turn to literature for solace, and two years 

today’s schedule

10:00 - 11:00 a.m. 
Karen Macneil

the Purpose-Based Library: 
Finding survival, success, growth

of customer service can actually squeeze out 
waste and cut costs along the way.

Both Huber and Potter stressed that li-
braries can change the perception of simply 
being book distributors by becoming com-
munity transformation centers. Central to 
this transformation is the employment of 
metrics: “If you can’t measure it, it’s not 
worth doing.” They recommended adding 
“value calculators” to the library’s homepage 
so patrons and city leaders know the value 
of the services they’re being provided. Ad-
ditionally, the overall importance of librar-
ies partnering with local organization and 
having the ability to track and record data 
points, which can then be used to measure 
the impact of resources on the community. 
It’s not too late, they concluded, to change 
the conversation about the relevance of 
libraries: “How libraries present themselves 
is how you will be seen.” 

Huber and Potter’s book, The Purpose-
Based Library – Finding Your Path to Survival, 
Success, and Growth, is available for purchase 
at the ALA store. 



The Best in Books
START HERE!

TEEN FLOOR DISPLAY CD2/14/1—AM:mm—June 11/15

Visit our authors at ALA 2015 • Booth #3107

Friday, June 26 
Booth Signing

 5:30 p.m.–6:15 p.m.  Adi Alsaid NEVER ALWAYS SOMETIMES

 Booth Signing
 6:15 p.m.–7:00 p.m.  Eleanor Herman LEGACY OF KINGS

Saturday, June 27   
Panel:  Zombies, Vampires and Spooks—Oh My! Location: Moscone Convention Centre, 125 N 

 10:30 a.m.–11:30 a.m. Amy Lukavics DAUGHTERS UNTO DEVILS

Booth Signing
 11:00 a.m.–11:45 a.m. Alex Brunkhorst THE GILDED LIFE OF MATILDA DUPLAINE

 Booth Signing
 1:00 p.m.–1:45 p.m. Brenda Novak THE SECRET SISTER
  
 AAP’s Children’s & Teen Speed Dating Event Location: Marriot Marquis San Francisco (Golden Gate B)
 3:00 p.m.–4:00 p.m. Amy Lukavics DAUGHTERS UNTO DEVILS

Booth Signing
3:00 p.m.–4:00 p.m. Eleanor Herman LEGACY OF KINGS

Sunday, June 28
Booth Signing

 10:00 a.m.–10:45 a.m. Alex Brunkhorst THE GILDED LIFE OF MATILDA DUPLAINE

 Booth Signing
 11:00 a.m.–11:45 a.m. Amy Lukavics DAUGHTERS UNTO DEVILS

 Booth Signing
 1:00 p.m.–1:45 p.m. Tawny Weber A SEAL’S PLEASURE
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Sonia Manzano – the Emmy Award-
winning actor who defined the role of 
Maria on Sesame Street – appears as an 
Auditorium Speaker today at 12:00 – 
1:00 p.m. Manzano has won 15 Emmy 
Awards for her television writing and was 
twice nominated for an Emmy Award as 
best performer in a children’s series. She 
is the author of the Pura Belpré Honor 

sonia Manzano, “Maria” from 
Sesame Street, auditorium speaker

Sonia Manzano

escape. Set in the 1950s in the Bronx, 
it’s the tale of a family that is loving and 
troubled, and of the child who grew up 
to become a television star.  Manzano’s 
creative drive keeps her afloat despite the 
turbulence of her life and times – includ-
ing the cramped, colorful world of her 
Latino neighborhood and an abusive and 
alcoholic father. Spiced with Nuyorican 
culture, heartache, and humor, Manzano’s 
memoir paints a revealing portrait of a 
girl’s resilience as she grows up to become 
an inspiration to millions.  

Manzano’s appearance at ALA Annual 
Conference is sponsored by Scholastic, at 
booth 3224/3225 in the Exhibit Hall.

sonia Manzano
auditorium Speaker
12:00 p.m., mcc esplanade 305

Book  The Revolution of Evelyn Serrano, 
which was a Kirkus Reviews Best Children’s 
Book of 2012 and hailed in a starred review 
in Booklist as a “wry  ...  moving” novel. 
People en Español magazine named her one 
of America’s most influential Hispanics, 
and she has also been recognized by the 
Congressional Hispanic Caucus in Wash-
ington, D.C.  

Manzano’s latest book, Becoming 
Maria, is her remarkable coming-of-age 
memoir, the true story of a girl plunged 
into a world she never expected. It’s the 
story of dreams – some of them night-
mares, others visions of romance and 
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think Fit @aLa
Think Fit is not only encouraging personal health, but also raising environmental 
awareness. Adding to ALA’s list of initiatives, we would like to applaud GES, a main 
ALA conference contractor, on its recent sustainability certification.

APEX/ASTM is an international sustainability standard for the meetings and event 
industry. GES exceeded level one of the sustainability standards and set a precedent 
by achieving level two certification. Proven as a leader in sustainability goals such as 
waste management, energy, air quality, and water, we would like to congratulate GES.

By Robert Manzo, Student to ALA

Sarah Vowell introduced herself and her lat-
est book, Lafayette in the Somewhat United 
States, (October 2015 Riverhead, a division 
of Penguin) as she took the stage at one of 
Saturday’s Auditorium Speakers programs. 
This was her first event promoting the book 
and she admitted she had finished writing 
it only a few weeks before. In her hour-long 
presentation, she discussed Lafayette, the 
Revolutionary War, and American culture, 

Vowell Explores history, 
american Identity with Fresh Eye

and answered questions from guest inter-
viewer Nick Offerman.

Marquis de Lafayette, the subject of her 
book, was a hero of the American Revolu-
tionary War, a French soldier who sought 
battlefield glory by fighting in the colonists’ 
war against Britain, and an enemy to both 
America and France. 

Vowell talked about her book’s larger 
theme of American identity, showing that 
from the beginning, America was a nation 
of factions and competing groups. The role 
of France in the war was divisive, with some 
colonists supportive of France’s involvement, 
some not, and opinions that differed on the 
merits of independence from Britain.

A surprise appearance by Nick Offerman 

became a full interview with Vowell. Offer-
man, also an Auditorium Speaker on Satur-
day and a friend of Vowell, decided to take 
over the role of interviewer for her session. 
He broached questions about the themes 
within Vowell’s book and her writing process. 

Vowell described traveling to Brandywine 
(Pennsylvania), the site of a major battle and 
defeat for Washington’s Continental Army 
on September 11, 1777. Ironically, when 
she visited, a battle re-enactment was tak-
ing place on Quaker-owned land. Quaker 

orthodoxy is pacifist, anti-war. 
These subtle historical ironies 
thrill Vowell and fill her books. 
She also described her travels to 
Monticello, Mt. Vernon, York-
town, Gettysburg, France, and 
Thailand.

Her interest in Lafayette came 
about because one of her favorite 
novels is Moby Dick by Herman 
Melville. Melville’s wife, as a two-
year-old child, had met Lafayette 
during the hero’s post-war visit 
to America. Some 80,000 people 
greeted Lafayette when his ship 
docked in New York City in 1824.  
Intrigued by the fuss made over 
this man’s hero status in American 
culture at the time, Vowell investi-

gated him further, leading to the book.
Vowell told Offerman that she often 

skipped school and took refuge in the local 
public library, and that at age 10, she received 
The Diary of Anne Frank as a Christmas pres-
ent. The book spoke to her in a profound way. 
For the first time she realized literature was a 
socially acceptable place to speak one’s mind.

Offerman and Vowell spoke about 
America and the value of public discourse 
and argument, and how these freedoms are 
unavailable to many people in countries 
around the world. She said that Americans 
are often frustrated by the open expression of 
sometimes hateful opinions, but should value 
the fact that we are not persecuted or cen-
sored as citizens in many other countries are. 

Sarah Vowell

The Now Showing @ ALA Film Program 
offers a variety of free films and documen-
taries during the American Library Asso-
ciation Annual Conference & Exhibition 
in San Francisco. In some cases, attendees 
will have a chance to meet with the film’s 
writer, director, or subjects. The films are 
showing in room MCC 123 North.

today’s schedule
9:00 – 10:00 a.m. 

“Speaking in Tongues”
This film follows four diverse students 

on their path to bilingualism. An African-
American boy from public housing learns 
to read, write, and speak Mandarin. A 
Mexican-American boy, whose parents 
are not literate in any language, develops 
academic Spanish while mastering English. 
A Chinese-American girl regains a language 
lost to her parents through assimilation. A 
Caucasian teen’s Mandarin skills ease cross-

cultural exchange. Their 
stories reveal the promise 
of a multilingual America as 
each student develops both 
bicultural and bilingual 
fluency. 

Sponsored by Patch-
work Films.

10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. “Tested”
This documentary follows a diverse 

group of eighth graders in New York City 
as they start the school year, prepare for 
the Specialized High School Admissions 
Test, take the test, and ultimately get their 
results back. 

This showing is sponsored by Bull 
& Monkey, LLC, and the Asian Pacific 
American Librarians Association.

1:30 – 3:30 p.m. “CitizenFour”
“CitizenFour” is a real-life thriller, un-

folding by the minute, giving audiences 
unprecedented access to filmmaker Laura 
Poitras and journalist Glenn Greenwald’s 
encounters with Edward Snowden in 
Hong Kong. 

This showing is sponsored by the Social 
Responsibilities Round Table.



With their finger on the pulse of publishing, the MLS-degreed librarians and category experts at Ingram 

Collection Development know what your patrons will like. Find the latest trends, in-demand titles, and the best 

children’s and genre books. Give your readers something great with Ingram Collection Development.

VISIT BOOTH #2525 TO SEE HOW WE CAN SERVE YOUR LIBRARY’S UNIQUE NEEDS.

www.ingramcontent.com/ALA2015

MAKE YOUR 
COLLECTION 
SHINE WITH 
SMART 
COLLECTION 
DEVELOPMENT 
SERVICES 
FROM INGRAM.
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Megan McFarlane, Chicago, Ill., waves her Pride flag in the Moscone 
Convention Center.

School librarian Stacey Rattner, Castleton-on-Hudson, N.Y., pauses to look 
over a book in the Exhibits with a group of super heroes peering over her 
shoulder.

Illustrator Christian Robinson and author Patricia Hruby Powell, who 
worked on the book Josephine: the Dazzling Life of Josephine Baker, 
show off their dance moves after Robinson received a Coretta Scott King 
Book Award for illustrating the book.

Thirty-six YALSA award-winning authors gather for a group photo at the 
YALSA Author Coffee, where librarians sit at tables for an informal coffee 
klatch with each author for three to four minutes.

Thomas MacNamara of Index Data 
shows Darrell Davis of Berkeley 
Calif., how to use the virtual reality 
catalog in the Exhibits. 



School libraries are much more than literacy 

centers. They serve as a safe environment to explore 

and learn, access new information technologies, 

and collaborate with peers. When a school library 

program is destroyed by a natural disaster, the 

students and the community feel the immediate 

loss of a valuable resource that reaches far beyond 

books. Since 2006, the American Association of 

School Librarians, with funding from the Dollar 

General Literacy Foundation, has given more than 1.5 

million dollars in grants to over 150 school libraries 

across the country affected by natural disasters. 

a loss
beyond words. 

APPLY TODAY FOR A BEYOND WORDS GRANT: 
WWW.ALA.ORG/AASL/ DISASTERRELIEF

Your school library, your community.
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For more information please visit simmons.edu/ala or contact us at slisadm@simmons.edu or 617.521.2868.

School of Library and 
Information Science

MS in LIS with optional concentrations in:
� Information Science and Technology
� Cultural Heritage
� Archives and Preservation
� School Library Teacher

Post-Master’s Certificates:
� Archives Management
� Digital Stewardship
� School Library Teacher

MA in Children’s Literature 

MFA in Writing for Children

SIMMONS

ALA Color ad, 10” x 7”  for May 2015 

Heidi Gudaitis, Simmons College,  300 The Fenway, Boston, MA 02115   617-521-2129 
Debbie Hird, Hird Graphic Design 978-281-6313

A Top 10 LIS Program

Ph.D. in Library and Information Science

Flexible Course Offerings:
� Online, Face-to-Face, and Blended

Learning courses at our campuses in
Boston and Western Massachusetts

By Talea Anderson Washington State University

At the ASCLA President’s Program, Charlene 
Li, bestselling author and founder of Altim-
eter Group, spoke about engaged leadership 
in the digital e1ra. Li encouraged libraries to 
focus less on technologies and more on rela-
tionships as they build their strategic plans. 
“What kind of relationship do you want with 
your community?” she asked, explaining 
that the choice of technologies always comes 
second after settling on a mission, a strategy, 
and goals for community engagement. 

Li explained that social media com-
munication always emerges naturally from 
organizational strategy. Once the library has 
defined its goals, listened to users, identified 
metrics for measuring impact, and drawn 
up a road map for reaching those goals, the 
choice and use of digital technologies will 
follow. “Stop trying to be all things to all 
people,” Li said, referring to the library’s 
tendency to adopt technologies for their own 
sake. Technologies are tools – to be chosen 
selectively as a means to an end rather than 
the end itself. 

For Li, listening to users is key to achiev-
ing an organization’s mission. She suggested 
that libraries seek out their core audience 
and take the opportunity to listen to them 
online – by observing social media “likes” 
or asking their users questions about their 
needs and values. To engage this audience, 
Li advised telling stories about the library, 

Charlene Li graces asCLa President’s Program stage
creating a sense of community by sharing 
others’ content, or developing a voice that is 
both honest and authoritative. She suggested 
that libraries look to active social media 
communities such as the one surrounding 
Seattle Public Library to see how others have 
managed to engage with their users. 

Li encouraged library leaders not to fear 
engagement via social media. For instance, 
she noted that active listening – for instance, 
perusing Twitter feeds – can happen if the 
leader invests only 15 minutes per day. She 
advised building a culture of trust, in which 
the library demonstrates its ability to remain 
present on the media that its community 
values most. This, she suggested, is the best 
thing that an effective, engaged organization 
can do – use digital technologies as a tool to 
build community.    

Join the Public Library Association (PLA) 
to learn about skilled volunteerism and 
how it can help to build library capac-
ity. “From Management to Engagement: 
Skilled Volunteers in Public Libraries” will 
take place at 1:00 p.m. CST on July 22. 
During this webinar, participants will hear 
from libraries who have been participating 
in the “Get Involved: Powered by Your 
Library” volunteerism initiative.

Presenters include Carla Lehn, library 
programs consultant for the California 

Empower Volunteers with PLa Webinar
State Library; Joan Young, analyst of 
volunteer services at the San Jose (Califor-
nia) Public Library; and Amy Campbell, 
reference librarian at the Marshall Public 
Library in Pocatello, Idaho.

The cost to attend “From Management 
to Engagement: Skilled Volunteers in 
Public Libraries” is $28 (PLA members), 
$31.50 (ALA members), and $35 (non-
members). Groups of any size can register 
for $129. The registration deadline is 11:59 

p.m. Central on Monday, July 20.
PLA is a division of the American Li-

brary Association with the core purpose to 
strengthen public libraries and their con-
tribution to the communities they serve. 
Its mission is to enhance the development 
and effectiveness of public library staff 
and public library services.

For more information about PLA, 
contact the PLA office at (800)545-2433, 
ext.5PLA, or pla@ala.org.

Charlene Li



When everyone has access to information, the truth will 
always be closer at hand. And when the collected wisdom of 
the world is within reach, everyone gets a seat at the table. 
Together as OCLC, libraries promote unique, local voices in 
ways that span the globe.

Because what is known must be shared.SM

Learn more at booth #2825 
oclc.org/share

Knowledge
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The Library of Congress Exhibit Booth Schedule
ALA Annual Conference – San Francisco, CA

June 26 – 29, 2015

Monday, June 29

Astrobiology & the Religious 
Imagination: Reexamining Notions 
of Creation, Humanity & the Cosmos 
(webcast from the Library of 
Congress) 
  
The Center for the Book, Literacy, and 
the National Book Festival
/ Guy Lamolinara

Veterans History Project: Preserving 
Veterans Stories and How You Can 
Participate / Andrew Huber & 
Candace Milburn
  
Civil Rights History Project 
/ Kate Stewart 
  

 

Cataloger’s Desktop: More than Just 
a New Look / Colleen Cahill
   
Defining Digital Quality? Ask Your 
Users / Ronald J. Murray
   
Updates on E-Resources and 
Recommended Formats 
/ Donna Scanlon
   
Billy Joel: The Library of Congress 
Gershwin Prize (featured video 
from WETA)

9:00

12:30

12:00

11:00

11:30

9:30

10:00

10:30

AM PM
AM

Follow us on Twitter: @librarycongress
Facebook: facebook.com/libraryofcongress

www.loc.gov

Booth 
#717

By Kacee Anderson, Harmony Science Academy 

A panel spoke Sunday on the Graphic Novel 
Stage about the challenges that libraries and 
authors face in relation to graphic novels all 
over the world. The panel included Mariko 
Tamaki, co-author of This One Summer, one 
of the most frequently challenged and banned 
books of the year; Gene Luen Yang, best 
known for his work American Born Chinese; 
and Eva Volin, supervising children’s librarian 
at Alameda Free Library in California. Charles 
Brownstein, executive director of Comic Book 
Legal Defense Fund (CBLDF), moderated 
the session. 

The panel kicked off with panelists shar-
ing their own experiences with and reactions 
to graphic novel challenges. Yang talked 
briefly about his often-criticized character in 
American Born Chinese, Cousin Chin-kee, a 
representation of all stereotypes about Chinese 
Americans that he could think of, put into one 
character. “I wanted to talk about stereotypes 
in an explicit way, but when you bring up 
stereotypes, you might be perpetuating them.”

Tamaki stated that writers do not focus on 
what’s appropriate, only what feels authentic. 
“Literature is literature. It’s an experience. A 
book is there to reflect an experience in a way 
that’s safe for readers. I also don’t believe that 
you’re going to read about something and 
then go and do it.” It’s also not the role of the 
librarian to police the collection. According to 
Volin, “My job is to have something for every 

child in the community in the collection.” 
The panel also discussed issues that often 

arise when parents get involved. Offering 
his own experiences as a parent, Yang stated, 
“Being a parent is just constantly having your 
source of authority undermined… for 18 
years. As a parent you do your best, but you 
also have to be a little bit humble about your 
experience.” The CBLDF’s position is that 
if you’re a parent and you don’t want your 
kid reading something in your home, that 
is your right, but you don’t have the right to 
take that choice away from another parent. 
According to Yang, “Parents should attempt 
to try and scaffold information in a way that 
builds kids up.”

Only a fraction of book challenges are 
reported. Volin noted that challenges in the 
library typically begin with a parent expressing 
unhappiness. Librarians should try to start a 
dialog right there at the desk as this can often 
squash problems before they even begin. Too 
often, books are challenged and removed 
from a local library without going through 
the proper channels. Schools and libraries 
will simply pull a book rather than worry 
about losing funding or support. Brownstein 
noted that, “Other times people don’t want to 
deal with the legal process. But you are doing 
your community a disservice by removing 
something that might help kids deal with the 
realities of life.”

The same books that are being challenged 
are the books that can change or touch a 

keeping graphic novels in the Collection

reader in a profound way. “There are realities 
that touch on kids’ lives that we wouldn’t 
think to relate to them,” noted Mariko.

Yang added, “As a parent, it’s a tempta-
tion to try and raise my kids in a sort of 
Disneyland, which is impossible. One of the 
jobs of stories is to try and help us as readers 
understand those bad things that come along.”

The entire panel seemed eager to move 
toward a point when graphic novels are used 
more in the school curriculum. Volin stated, 
“Sixty percent of people in the world are 
visual learners. We encourage this starting in 

kindergarten. Suddenly when you hit fourth 
grade, you are no longer expected to be a visual 
learner.” Pictures are often used to help learn-
ers understand concepts that might otherwise 
be above their current level. She continued, 
“To disregard graphic novels in a school cur-
riculum is doing students a disservice, because 
students are still expected to understand and 
interpret visual cues.”

For more information on challenges to 
graphic novels, lesson plans, and other re-
sources, visit http://www.CBLDF.org or stop 
by booth 211.  

Gene Luen Yang (left), Eva Volin, Mariko Tamaki, and Charles Brownstein 
participate in a discussion about Graphic Novel challenges.



WARRENe 13TH 

A N D  T H E A L L-S E E I NG  E Y E

WARREN
Q 13th

AND THE ALL SEEING EYE

MISS PEREGRINE’S
FROM THE PUBLISHER OF

HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN

V i s i t  B ooth  3000  For  An  ARC AVA I L A B L E November  24 ,  2 0 1 5

F o r  M o r e  I n f o  V i s i t : warrenthe 1 3th . com  Q U I R K  B O O K S

Visit THE PENGUIN RANDOM HOUSE Booth (3000) For A POSTER*

F o r  M o r e  I n f o  V i s i t : warrenthe 1 3th . com  

AVA I L A B L E November  24 ,  2 0 1 5 Q U I R K  B O O K S

*While supplies last

COMES AN UTTERLY UNIQUE 
NEW MIDDLE GRADE SERIES

WARREN
Q 13th

AND THE ALL SEEING EYE

MISS PEREGRINE’S
FROM THE PUBLISHER OF

HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN

V i s i t  B ooth  3000  For  An  ARC AVA I L A B L E November  24 ,  2 0 1 5

F o r  M o r e  I n f o  V i s i t : warrenthe 1 3th . com  Q U I R K  B O O K S

Visit THE PENGUIN RANDOM HOUSE Booth (3000) For A POSTER*

F o r  M o r e  I n f o  V i s i t : warrenthe 1 3th . com  

AVA I L A B L E November  24 ,  2 0 1 5 Q U I R K  B O O K S

*While supplies last

On sale: October 6, 2015
FOR MORE INFO VISIT: quirkbooks.com/homealone

Celebrate the 25th Anniversary of

with a New Children’s Classic

™

Home Alone: TM & © 2015 by Twentieth Century Fox Film Corporation. All rights reserved.



14    cognoteS monDAY, jUNE 29, 2015

An Award-winning Evening 
2015 Andrew Carnegie Medals for Excellence in Fiction and Nonfiction announcements and presentation

ALA President Courtney L. Young welcomes 
attendees to the event, highlighting the 
traction the awards have gained since 
their 2012 launch – including 451,000 web 
pickups and other media in 2014. Bryan Stevenson and Anthony Doerr with their medals. 

Each medal is accompanied by a $5,000 check.

Bryan Stevenson accepts the Medal for 
Excellence in Nonfiction for Just Mercy: 
A story of Justice and Redemption from 
Susan Hornung, RUSA executive director. 

Anthony Doerr accepts the Medal for 
Excellence in Fiction for his novel All 
the Light We cannot see from Booklist 
Editor and Publisher Bill Ott. Booklist 
cosponsors and administers the awards 
with RUSA.

Featured speaker Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, in the packed Hotel Nikko ballroom, listens to 
the heartfelt words of Nonfiction Medal Winner Bryan Stevenson – who referred to 
Abdul-Jabbar as one of his childhood heroes.

Booklist Senior Editor Donna 
Seaman introduces the six shortlist 
titles and announces the winners.

Bryan Stevenson chats with attendees.

Anthony Doerr chats with attendees.



   

PENGUIN PUBLISHING GROUP

OUR AUTHORS AT ALA
C O M E  V I S I T  T H E  P E N G U I N  B O O T H  # 3 0 1 7

MONDAY, JUNE 29

MATTHEW PEARL
author of The Last Bookaneer 

“This swashbuckling tale of greed and great literature will remind you 
why Pearl is the reigning king of popular literary historical thrillers. 
His latest is guaranteed to delight lovers of history and mystery.” 

—Library Journal, starred review
 

“An entertaining adventure tale steeped in literary history…[Pearl] 
offers many of the charms and unrushed distractions of a favorite old 
bookstore.”—Kirkus, starred review

2:00–4:00 pm 
United for Libraries Gala Author Tea
Hilton San Francisco Union Square, 333 O’Farrell Street, Continental 6 
Signing to follow 
Tickets required

KEITH McCAFFERTY
author of 

Crazy Mountain Kiss
“Like Brad Smith and Elmore Leonard, McCafferty does a 
marvelous job of manipulating mood, moving from light 
to dark in such a way as to intensify both. This is the best 
McCafferty novel yet, and it’s a must for Craig Johnson  
and C. J. Box fans.”

—Booklist, starred review

10:30–11:30 am  
AAP Mystery Panel
Moscone Convention Center, 122 (N) 
Signing to follow
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Don’t leave San Francisco 
without checking out the latest version 

of Resources for College Libraries 
at booth  #2106.

Swipe your badge 
for a chance to win a 

Kindle Voyage!
While supplies last.

Stop by for a CHOICE coin purse!

While supplies last.

 coin purse!

Visit the spa at  
Gale Booth

#703

1-800-877-4253
www.gale.cengage.com

Hit Reset!
ENERGIZE with a few minutes of fresh air at our oxygen bar.
Enjoy a stress-busting chair massage.
Treat your tired tootsies to our double-padded carpet.
Learn about how to revitalize your library’s resources!

REVITALIZING
Research Education&

ALA/AIA Library 
Building Awards to 
be Presented 
The ALA/AIA Library Building 
Awards are co-sponsored by the Amer-
ican Library Association (ALA) and 
the American Institute of Architects 
(AIA), and are presented by BES. The 
competition recognizes excellence in 
the architectural design and planning 
of libraries. Librarians and architects 
will be on hand to discuss their win-
ning entries, and a reception will fol-
low the presentation today from 1:30 
– 4:00 p.m. at the AIA San Francisco 
Offices, 130 Sutter Street, Suite 600.

By Barbara Flohr, Student to ALA

The Public Library Association (PLA) hosted 
“The Fusion of Play – and All Five Early 
Literacy Practices – into Library Environ-
ments”  on Saturday. During this session, 
librarians and designers described how they 
successfully incorporated early learning de-
signs into their libraries with different-sized 
budgets.

Dorothy Stoltz, Carroll County Public Li-
brary, Maryland, used the Every Child Ready 
to Read and Zero to Three programs and 
Kindergarten Assessments in order to design 
early literacy play and learn centers. She was 
able to renovate two branches: the Westmin-
ster Branch for $100,000 and the Mt. Airy 
Branch for $86,000. In each of these reno-
vations, the play and learn centers  include 
bright colors; incorporate a puppet theater, 
play materials, and adult seating; and lend 
themselves to being a creative space.

Dana Bjerke, Hennepin County Library, 
Minnesota, did not have a substantial budget 
– somewhere between $500 and $1,500 – 
but she was able to work with other librarians 
to create play areas to prepare children for 
kindergarten.  In order to create these spaces, 
Early Literacy Traveling Teams (ELTT) were 
created which consisted of library staff who 
traveled to other branches to learn about the 
patrons, create a purchase list, and sched-
ule a date for installation. The ELTT also 
provided play training for all staff members 

Learning spaces in Libraries Include More than Books
and mentoring for the head librarian. The 
materials purchased for the learning spaces 
included light tables, doll houses, science 
and engineering materials, and reading and 
writing materials to provoke imaginative 
and creative play, social skills, and letter and 
number recognition.

Two of the presenters worked with 
designers to create early literacy spaces. 
Christy Estrovitz, San Francisco Public Li-
brary, embedded early literacy centers in the 
public libraries over 10 years.  She worked 

with Kim van der Veen of Burgeon Group, 
which is committed to creating interactive 
learning spaces for public libraries. The two 
have created cozy nooks, colorful interactive 
spaces, and active learning areas for children 
and parents.  

Marisa Conner, Baltimore County Pub-
lic Library, worked with Blake Ratcliffe, 
founder and co-owner of TMC Kids to 
create play areas that produced learning 
with the overarching goal being school 
readiness. Connor included play nooks in 

each branch complete with colorful rugs, 
bin units, magnetic boards, and adult-child 
seating created by TMCKids. Conner also 
worked with designer James Bradberry 
of James Bradberry Architects to design 
Storyville, a children’s area of 2,500 square 
feet located at the Rosedale Public Library 
in Rosedale, Maryland. This $1.75 million 
venture included separate areas developed 
to foster early literacy and school readiness 
skills. 

ERT/Artist Alley Silent Auction raises $6,500 for the Christopher J. Hoy 
Scholarship fund.
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By Talea Anderson, Washington State University

At a panel moderated by Deborah Doyle 
– acting executive director of the Friends 
of the San Francisco Public Library – four 
foundation leaders gave their perspective on 
today’s philanthropic organizations and their 
relationship to libraries. Panelists agreed that 
libraries have tremendous opportunities to 
partner with philanthropic organizations, 
should they take the time to learn the language 
and culture of their collaborators. 

Doyle invited panelists to discuss ways 
in which philanthropic foundations have 
changed over time, and what libraries should 
learn from these changes. Gene Valla of the 
Louis R. Lurie Foundation spoke about the 
need to be proactive rather than reactive – 
constantly assessing needs and adjusting when 
program efforts fail. Denine Torr of the Dollar 
General Literacy Foundation likewise noted 
the importance of listening to collaborators 
and underserved populations alike. “We’re 
here to serve,” she said. “We still give with 
our hearts but we’re starting to give with our 
hearts and minds together.”

John Bracken of the Knight Foundation 
also spoke about the value of learning from 
failed programs. In fact, the Knight Founda-
tion dedicates some funds to risky ideas, fully 
expecting that a large number will fail yet 
hoping that grantees will report these failures 
so the organization can grow and adjust. 
All panelists emphasized the importance of 

strategic thinking key to Philanthropic Partnerships
assessment and flexibility in adjusting to un-
foreseen changes in the needs of their target 
communities. 

Emily Allen, vice president of the AARP 
Foundation’s Income Impact program, 
encouraged librarians to think strategically 
when seeking grant funding. She noted that 
partnerships with libraries are always wel-
come, but strategic goals are paramount for 
the success of these collaborations. Bracken 
agreed that when foundations and libraries 
meet, both sides must strive to master the 

other’s language. He noted, for instance, that 
the Knight Foundation does not equate in-
novation with technology, and that grantees 
should be far-reaching in their proposals. 
Even “half-baked” ideas are welcome for this 
organization, which encourages innovation. 
Allen remarked that every funding organiza-
tion will similarly expect grant applicants 
to understand the particular mission of the 
funder and seek a fitting collaboration as a 
result. 

All participants on the panel invited audi-

ence members to model philanthropic behav-
ior and make the time to pursue partnerships 
with funders. In closing, Torr remarked, “The 
great philanthropists are not the ones who 
give the most money, but those who give the 
most heart….all of us can be philanthropists.” 
Ultimately, the panelists thanked librarians for 
providing information and services to under-
served populations and encouraged them to 
continue doing so in the future. 

today’s schedule

9:00 - 10:00 a.m. 
Joshua Hale Fialkov: the Bunker

10:00 - 11:00 a.m. 
celebrating 10 Years of graphix!

11:00 - 12:00 p.m. 
Lark Pien & Jenni Holm: Wear-
ing Many Hats-the Roles We 
Play in telling stories

12:00 - 1:00 p.m. 
nick Dragotta & Dr. saul griffith

President’s 
Program 
» from page 1

Unive r s i t y, 
L e w i s  s a i d 
she could see 
the difference 
between suc-

cess – hitting the bullseye once in a while – 
and mastery – being able to hit the bullseye 
again and again.

Lewis noted that Paul Cezanne did not 
sign 90 percent of his paintings, because he 
did not consider them finished; he quoted 
Michelangelo, who said, “lord, grant that I 
always desire more than I can accomplish.”

Private domains, according to Lewis, “al-
low for the space and time to be a deliberate 
amateur.”  She added that private domains 
are not just about a space for creativity, but 
that they allow for “transformation that we 
can have no other way.”

Lewis also pointed out that private spaces 

do not always refer to physical spaces, but 
can happen at any time. One example she 
cited was attorney Charles Black Jr., who 
had a transformational experience after 
listening to Louis Armstrong. Black would 
be so moved that he would later become 
one of the lawyers for the case of Brown v. 
Board of Education and would go on to teach 
constitutional law.

A Q&A session and book signing im-
mediately followed the event.

Lewis noted that 
Paul Cezanne did 
not sign 90 percent 
of his paintings, 
because he did 
not consider them 
finished.
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     People in Spokane, Washington, said,

“We want more ways to connect across generations.”

...so the library is training teenagers to teach older adults how 
to use mobile devices.

Communities have 
challenges. 
Libraries can help. 

Visit ala.org/LTC 
for free resource guides, 

webinars and more.

Libraries Transforming Communities 
is made possible by a grant from the 

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.

Kevin Watson, president of the Black Caucus 
of the American Library Association      (BCA-
LA), announced that four libraries will receive 
the 2015 Reading Is Grand! Celebrating 
Grand-Families Telling Our Stories @ Your 
Library grant. Reading Is Grand! is a celebra-
tion of the important role African-American 
grandparents and older adults play in the 
lives of children. It is through their infinite 
wisdom and experience that children learn 
the unique cultural and familial values that 
help them grow into valuable contributors 
to the community.

The grant-winning libraries – Wayne 
County Public Library, Goldsboro, North 
Carolina; Allen Parish Libraries, Oberlin 
Branch, Oberlin, Louisiana; Durham 
County Library, Main Branch, Durham, 
North Carolina; and Boston Public Library, 
Dudley Branch, Boston, Massachusetts were 
selected based on the level of creativity and 
originality of program criteria, action plans, 
level of involvement of grandparents in the 
activities, and impact of the program on the 
community.

The four winning library programs are as 
follows:

Wayne County Public Library
The focus of their Reading Is Grand! 

project is to teach middle school girls skills 
to interview their grandmothers and record 
their stories in both written video formats. 

The girls will meet every Tuesday beginning 
in July for seven weeks learning a variety of 
skills including how to develop questions and 
conducting interviews; 
videography techniques; 
and printing news ar-
ticles. The project will 
culminate with a reveal 
party where the girls will 
present to their grand-
mothers with a keepsake 
box of printed and re-
corded interviews. All 
class sessions and the final 
presentation will take 
place at the Goldsboro 
Library. The intent of the 
project is to connect girls 
with their grandmothers 
and/or older adults in order to present to them 
positive role models and teach them the unique 
culture values that they have gleaned from their 
stories to help the girls to grow into valuable 
contributors in the community. 

Allen Parish Libraries, Oberlin Head-
quarters Branch

The purpose of Grand Stories Station, Al-
len Parish Libraries’ Reading Is Grand! project, 
is to build generational ties through various 
literary and cultural activities. Each family 
will be given a “ticket book to ride the rails.” 
After leaving the introductory storyteller 

american Library association Black Caucus 
unveils Reading is grand! Celebrating grand-Families

at Grand Central Station, participants will 
travel to a variety of depots where families 
will search archival newspapers on microfiche 

for articles about life in the area 
when the grandparents were 
children. Another depot will 
explore family histories using 
Acestory.com. At the Breaking 
Bread station, participants will 
bake corn muffins. Baking time 
will allow for stories about meal 
time when the grandparents 
were young. Finally, at the 
Recap station, staff members 
will assist the participants in 
assembling memories.

Durham County Library
Celebrate Grandparents’ 

Day @ Your Library, Durham 
County Library’s Main Branch’s Reading 
Is Grand! project will be an opportunity to 
promote family literacy tips and ideas and will 
highlight the importance of knowing one’s 
family history as a way of understanding the 
community and society in which they live. 
Storyteller Willa Brigham will share several 
family-oriented stories meant to connect gen-
erations and inspire participants. They will 
then work together to create craft projects 
to be presented to the grandparents at the 
conclusion of the project. While working on 
the crafts, the grandparents will be encour-

aged to share stories of their own childhood 
experiences. A list of culturally appropriate 
and relevant titles of children’s books and in-
formation on family literacy will be provided 
by library staff. 

Boston Public Library, Dudley Branch
The purpose of their Reading is Grand! 

project is to celebrate grandparent-headed 
families in the Boston area and encourage 
families in ethnically diverse communities 
to read and learn from one another. Librar-
ians have noticed a trend of more grandpar-
ents parenting young children when visiting 
the library. Special guest storyteller and 
author Irene Smalls will share stories and 
read from her books about grandparents. 
At the conclusion of the program, children 
will receive an autographed copy of one of 
her books. 

Each grant-winning library will receive 
$500, which will be used to supplement their 
Reading Is Grand! Program. Funds may be 
used to purchase books, and/or activities for 
their programs.

The Reading Is Grand! Project is supported 
by the Black Caucus of the American Library 
Association (BCALA). It was developed as 
part of 2009 – 2010 American Library Associ-
ation President Camila Alire’s Family Literacy 
Focus Initiative, an initiative to encourage 
families in ethnically diverse communities to 
read and learn together.

Reading Is Grand! 
is a celebration 
of the important 
role African-
American 
grandparents and 
older adults play 
in the lives of 
children.
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Earn your degree from the nation’s  
#1 school for information professionals. 

Our MS degree and Certificate of Advanced Study combine rigorous 
academics with the flexibility to create your own program. Complete 
your degree on campus or through our Leep online learning program.

Visit us at booth #3524 and learn more about how GSLIS can give you 
the skills you need to advance your career. 

Advance your career at Illinois

LIBRARY AND  
INFORMATION SCIENCE
GRADUATE SCHOOL OF

The iSchool at Illinois

Psst... scratched discs can be
repaired for as 
little as  

7¢.

Are you still throwing away scratched DVDs and audiobook 
discs? Yikes! Visit booth 602 to learn how your library can 
save thousands annually by restoring damaged disc media. 
And, enter to win a free professional disc repair machine!

(above) The ALA Award winners gather for 
a group photo during the ALA President’s 
Program and Awards Presentations.

(left) Speaker Tenaya Hurst, Sunnyvale, Calif., 
sports some funky headgear and glasses while 
visiting the Exhibits Sunday.

(right) the new York times bestselling author 
Suzanne Young autographs a copy of her book 
hotel Ruby for Vanessa Chavez, Las Vegas, 
Nev., at the Simon & Schuster, Inc., booth in 
the Exhibits.
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today’s schedule

9:30 – 10:30 a.m. 
Harpercollins christian

By Rachael Wettenstein, Student to ALA

Librarians have the power to qualify patrons 
with disabilities for adaptive technology and 
access to hidden literary resources. Patrons 
who are blind, have low vision, or are unable 
to hold a book are eligible to receive free 
resources from the National Library Service 
for the Blind and Physically Handicapped 
(NLS). 

The NLS is a national network of coop-
erating libraries which administers a free 
library program of braille and audio materials 
circulated to eligible borrowers in the United 

By Brad Martin, LAC Group

danah boyd called librarians the “patron saints 
of information” at the RUSA President’s Pro-
gram on Saturday, and urged them to take a 
more active part in the debate about what is 
happening now and in the future in the realm 
of big data and the issues it raises for society.

boyd, principal researcher at Microsoft 
Research and founder of Data & Society 
Research Institute, is also a visiting professor 
at New York University’s Interactive Telecom-
munications Program and author of It’s Com-
plicated: The Social Lives of Networked Teens. 

boyd began by noting the revelations 
of Edward Snowden concerning the use of 
metadata and how, “all of a sudden, an age-
old debate has become mainstream” and that 
this conversation is “critical for the future of 
our democracy.” Noting that librarians have 
historically taken a stand in protecting the 
records of readers, boyd said this stance is 
“under attack from all directions.”

“Much to my dismay, librarians have not 
been playing a big enough role in the broader 
conversations of big data,” boyd said.

She then described some of the hype and 
hopes surrounding big data, challenging 
assumptions and imploring librarians to be 
more active and to take part in the overall 
conversation to a much greater extent.

“It’s very much the idea that if you have 
more data you can solve all the world’s prob-
lems,” boyd said. “All you need is more data, 
more processing power, fewer restrictions, and 
all we can imagine will be dealt with. This is 
driving a massive collection of data and a mass 
analysis, pushing us toward a society of mass 
surveillance in the hopes and the dreams and 
the rhetoric of solving cancer, combatting 
intolerance. and improving education.”

boyd explained, however, that “data is 
extraordinarily messy,” quoting Geoffrey 
Bowker, who has said data should be “cooked 
with care.” She added that, “too many people 
think that the act of managing information is 
suddenly going to be neutral, that technology 
will solve the problems of bias that we have 
plaguing our society.”

boyd went on to highlight some of her 
research on how young people interact on 
social media, and how they have attempted 
to find ways to carve out a space for their own 
more or less private spaces on these networks. 

She went into some detail about the use 
and misuse of data by corporate interests and 
law enforcement agencies such as Google, Tar-
get, and the Los Angeles Police Department.

boyd closed by connecting many of the 
important issues to ALA core values such as 
privacy, access, democracy, and social respon-
sibility. On privacy, for example, she said, “We 
are moving into a world with increased forms 
of mass surveillance. The dynamics of the 
NSA aren’t really even the tip of the iceberg 
in terms of what is going to happen.” She also 
noted that propaganda is becoming increas-
ingly sophisticated and that people need help 
in understanding the information they access.

Once again, boyd called for more librarians 
to step up and help their users and communi-
ties understand and deal with the issues, and 
help them to ask the important questions.

“You have a unique role in helping people 
understand what it means to access and use 
information,” boyd said. “The debate that is 
taking place in the public sphere right now is 
one that is shaped by technology companies 
and by the folks who are pushing back against 
them.... There is the possibility to challenge 
things not just through ALA, but through the 
power of your networks.”

Living in a Culture of Big Data

Conversation starter: Beyond Print – 
audiobooks, Braille, and Large Print

States by postage-free mail. These materials 
include many formats that may be otherwise 
unavailable through traditional commercial 
bookstores or WorldCat. To find out more, 
visit the NLS website at http://www.loc.
gov/nls/.

On Saturday afternoon, Elizabeth Burns 
and Ashley Carskaddon presented informa-
tion on how libraries can best take advantage 
of NLS’s services and made the following 
recommendations for additional resources:  

Braille
National Braille Press 
Braille Bookstore 
American Printing House for the Blind
Seedlings Braille Books for Children
 

Audio Textbooks
Learning Ally (formerly Recording for 
   the Blind & Dyslexic) for audio 
   textbooks
Open Library (Text-to-Speech) 
Bookshare 
LibriVox (free public domain 
   audiobooks)

Large Print
Thorndike Press
LRS Large Print School Books 

By Robert Manzo, Student to ALA

The average comic book reader is 18 
to 30 years old and equally likely to be 
female or male, said Ivy Weir, Kennett 
Public Library, Pennsylvania, during 
her Saturday presentation on teens and 
geek culture in public libraries. There 
are simple ways librarians can make 
libraries welcoming for teens interested 
in things traditionally labelled ‘geeky,’ 
such as comics, TV shows, video games, 
and trading card games.

One way is for libraries to partner with 
comic book shops, to share expenses for 
author visits, movie showings, costume 
parties, and other events. Some comic 
book shops celebrate Free Comic Book 
Day every year and libraries can provide 
space to hold a formal celebration or give 
out publisher-provided materials.

Another way is to organize regular 
group get-togethers. Weir has ‘Geek 
Gang’ meetings once a month during 
the school year (once a week in summer) 
for anyone in grades 8 – 10. Attendees 
read together, read aloud, write fan fic-

Lou Rosenfeld participates in a 
discussion during the Library and 
Information Technology Association 
(LITA) Awards Presentation & LITA 
President’s Program.

Heidi Hayes Jacobs, an internationally recog-
nized expert in the fields of curriculum and 
instruction, will speak during the opening 
general session of the American Association 
of School Librarians (AASL) 17th National 
Conference & Exhibition. The conference, 
themed “Experience Education Evolution,” 
will be held November 5 – 8 in Columbus, 
Ohio. Full conference details can be found 
at http://national.aasl.org.

“As the president and founder of Cur-
riculum Designers and Curriculum21, Dr. 
Heidi Hayes Jacobs does more than question 
‘what year’ we are preparing our students 
for,” said national conference co-chair Deb 
Logan. “Jacobs looks at the new forms of 
schools, teachers, structures and content that 
our 21st century learners need to be ready 
for 2028. Media, global, and digital literacy 
figure prominently in Jacobs’ image of what 
our students need to be prepared for 2028.”

Jacobs has consulted with a range of or-
ganizations nationally and internationally on 
issues and practices pertaining to curriculum 
mapping, dynamic instruction, and 21st-
century strategic planning. Her experience 
comes from her years as a teacher of high 
school, middle school, and elementary chil-
dren in Utah, Massachusetts, and New York.

She has been interviewed and featured in 
many national dailies, magazines, and radio 
programs and has published curriculum 
materials, including webinars and videos 
featured by the Association for Supervision 
and Curriculum Development. 

“Change is the constant in today’s 
educational environment,” Logan said. “Dr. 
Jacobs’ perspective will help school librar-
ians do more than understand the changes 
in the evolving educational environment; 
her thoughts and vision will help prepare 

geek out! the Importance 
of Pop Culture in Libraries

tion, illustrate, and discuss their favorite 
books, comics, games, and shows. Other 
library-hosted groups include a video 
game club and Magic: The Gathering 
club. Game systems or card decks can 
be costly, but crowdfunding and dona-
tions have helped Weir offset costs for 
her groups’ materials. Her crowdfunding 
initiatives have even gone national.

Librarians can make connections 
with authors or comic creators through 
social media or by emailing publishers, 
agents, authors, or creators directly. 
The key, said Weir, is “not to harass or 
harangue authors incessantly, but to 
send short, carefully worded letters and 
invitations.”

Skype is a no-cost way that authors 
can, and often are willing to, connect 
with geek groups at libraries, if in-
person visits are not possible. Weir also 
recommended holding annual Library 
ComicCons, which can draw fans from 
a larger regional area than regular groups. 
In these ways, public librarians can make 
their libraries welcoming for fans of pop 
and geek culture.

Curriculum and Instruction Expert to 
speak at aasL national Conference

school librarians to provide and advocate 
for the kinds of learning experiences our 
students need.”

The AASL National Conference & 
Exhibition is the only national conference 
dedicated solely to the needs of school librar-
ians and their roles as educational leaders. It 
features preconference workshops, concur-
rent sessions, and an exhibition featuring 
companies relevant to the profession. 
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twenty-four Libraries selected to host space, 
Earth science, technology Exhibitions in 2016/2017
Twenty-four public libraries from across the 
country will host interactive science- and 
technology-focused traveling exhibitions, 
bringing learning about the stars and plan-
ets, earth science, and climate change and 
technology to audiences of all ages.

The exhibitions – Discover Space: Explor-
ing our Solar System and Beyond, Discover 
Earth: Our Changing Planet, and Discover 
Tech: Engineers Make a World of Differ-
ence – are offered by the American Library 
Association Public Programs Office in col-
laboration with the Space Science Institute’s 
National Center for Interactive Learning 
(NCIL), the Lunar and Planetary Institute, 
and the Afterschool Alliance. NCIL is the 
lead organization for this project.

Each hands-on, 800-square-foot exhibi-
tion will travel to eight sites in 2016 and 
2017. 

Discover Space teaches audiences how 
stars and planetary systems form and the 
role that gravity plays in our universe. Visi-
tors will learn the similarities and differences 
between Earth and Mars and be introduced 
to the tools scientists use to explore planets. 
The exhibit will examine asteroids and com-
ets, provide real-time images of our sun, and 
explore electric and magnetic changes that 
occur in space.

Discover Earth focuses on local earth sci-
ence topics – such as weather, water cycle, 

and ecosystem changes – as well as a global 
view of our changing planet. Visitors will 
learn how the global environment changes 
– and is changed by – the local environment 
of all exhibition hosts’ communities.

Discover Tech  helps audiences under-
stand the nature of 21st century technology 
and engineering – both high- and low-tech 
– and their potential for helping to solve 
many of the world’s problems. Through 
interactive displays, the exhibition will il-
lustrate that engineers are real people who, 
through a creative and collaborative design 
process, arrive at practical solutions to help 
make our world a better place.

Grantees for all three projects will receive 
their selected exhibition for a 12-week 
display period; free shipping; a cash grant 
of $1,000 to cover the cost of public pro-
gramming related to the exhibition; a Dis-
cover Teacher Guide, Family Guide, and 
hands-on activities for different age groups 
to help libraries develop programs and sup-
port classroom visits; a two-day, in-person 
orientation for two exhibition coordina-
tors per site; periodic webinars on timely 
STEM topics to support programming in 
libraries; promotional materials to aid in 
local outreach; and access to the STAR_Net 
Online Community and a national network 
of STEM-oriented organizations.

The Discover Earth exhibition will travel 

to the following libraries between October 
2015 and September 2017:

•  Mountain Home Public Library, 
Mountain Home, Idaho

•  Marion Public Library, Marion, Indiana
• Boone County Public Library, Burling-

ton, Kentucky
•  Rolling Hills Consolidated Library, St. 

Joseph, Missouri
• Grand Forks Public Library, Grand 

Forks, North Dakota
• Blount County Public Library, 

Maryville, Tennessee
•  Bertha Voyer Memorial Library, Honey 

Grove, Texas
•  Salt Lake County Library Services, West 

Jordan, Utah
 
The Discover Space exhibition will travel 

to the following libraries between April 2016 
and March 2018:

• Yuma County Library District, Yuma, 
Arizona

• Broward County African-American 
Research Library and Cultural Center, Fort    
Lauderdale, Florida

•  Gail Borden Public Library, Elgin, 
Illinois

•  Perry Public Library, Perry, Iowa
• Frederick County Public Libraries, 

Frederick, Maryland
•  Pease Public Library, Plymouth, New 

Hampshire
• Braswell Memorial Library, Rocky 

Mount, North Carolina
• Laramie County Library System, Chey-

enne, Wyoming 
The Discover Tech exhibition will travel 

to the following libraries between January 
2016 and December 2017: 

• Waynesboro Public Library, Waynes-
boro, Virginia

•  Juneau Public Libraries, Juneau, Alaska
• Kokomo-Howard County Public Li-

brary, Kokomo, Indiana
• Pueblo City-County Library District, 

Pueblo, Colorado
•  Multnomah County Library, Portland, 

Oregon
• Ypsilanti District Library, Ypsilanti, 

Michigan
• Athens Regional Library System, Ath-

ens, Georgia
• Mansfield/Richland County Public 

Library, Mansfield, Ohio 
ALA and its partners will accept applica-

tions for smaller versions of the Discover 
exhibitions in summer 2015. These smaller 
exhibitions – Explore Space, Explore Earth, 
and Explore Tech – will require roughly 200 
square feet of display space. Check http://
www.ala.org/programming/ after July 13 for 
further details.

http://www.ala.org/programming/
http://www.ala.org/programming/
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MIDWINTER MEETING 
& EXHIBITION The conversat ion 

starts here. . .

 Is this 
the line 
for Hoj 
Zliska?

You’re
Hoj Zliska, 

aren’t
you?

Yes,
yes I 
am!

Why are
you so happy I didn’t 

recognize you?

It's 
him!

Yes, yes 
I believe 

it is.
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academic and 
Public Librarian 
salary survey 
available
The 2015 edition of the ALA-APA Salary 
Survey: Librarian – Public and Academic is 
now available online. More than 650 aca-
demic and public libraries from across the 
country participated in the survey which 
captures data through the end of 2014.  
Library directors and human resources 
staff reported more than 10,920 salaries, 
giving this year’s survey a remarkable 39 
percent response rate.  

Data is shown for public libraries serv-
ing populations under 10,000 to more 
than 500,000; and for academic libraries 
at community colleges, four-year col-
leges, and university libraries. The survey 
report summarizes salaries paid to staff in 
six position categories: directors/deans, 
associate/assistant directors, department 
heads, managers of support staff, librar-
ians who do not supervise, and beginning 
librarians. Results are also organized by 
region and state. The information can be 
useful for hiring managers, library direc-
tors and human resources staff. It is also 
valuable for librarians seeking employ-
ment or considering relocating to pursue 
professional opportunities.

The survey data is available free to 
ALA Organizational members. Other 
libraries or individuals may purchase a 
subscription for $150 ($250 for non-
ALA members) for access for one year. 

This year’s survey, conducted by 
Counting Opinions (SQUIRE) Ltd., 
continues the more than 30-year tradition 
of collecting and reporting salary data for 
six positions requiring an ALA-accredited 
master’s degree in library science.

The American Library Association- 
Allied Professional Association (ALA-
APA) is a nonprofit professional orga-
nization established “to promote the 
mutual professional interests of librarians 
and other library workers.” One of its 
major areas of focus is direct support of 
comparable worth and pay equity initia-
tives and activities designed to improve 
the salaries and status of librarians and 
other library workers.

For more information, visit http://
ala-apa.org  or contact the ALA-APA 
director, Lorelle Swader, at (800) 545-
2433, ext. 4278.

http://www.ala.org/cfapps/salarysurvey/index.cfm
http://www.ala.org/cfapps/salarysurvey/index.cfm
mailto:lswader@ala.org
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