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Urgent Action Needed to Increase Library Funding

Last week, the House Labor, Health and Human Services and Education Appropriations
Subcommittee, which has jurisdiction over several library programs, recommended funding levels
for fiscal year (FY) 2008.

We just received word on specific funding levels for library programs. The Subcommittee’s
recommendation included $167.5 million for the Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA)
state grant program, $4 million UNDER the $171.5 million the President requested.

This funding level would allow full implementation of a 2003 law to provide a ) ehdges
more equitable distribution of state formula grants. In 2003, all of the states
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the base after this year with appropriate credits.
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The Subcommittee also provided $2 million to the Institute of Museum and  pireor o eV

Library Services (IMLS) for research and statistics. IMLS requested $3.5 o o IEERIATE
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Commission on Libraries and Information Science (NCLIS), which was 202.628.8419 (F)
eliminated in the President’s budget request and the Subcommittee’s mark, Ofice of Government
and $2.5 million to fill the responsibilities IMLS is receiving from the Relations

Department of Education. IMLS will not be able to fill all of the research and e aeiareon oon
statistics responsibilities without the full $3.5 million. S20% S (B E, LT
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Urgent Action needed: Please contact your Member of Congress before the .. . .

full Appropriations Committee marks up the bill on Thursday June 14. There  Technology Policy

will not be a chance to amend the Appropriations bill when it moves on to the Enlacfkvn\slglrr&??:r;ﬂ’eﬂsvcet?r;
House floor. The full Committee meeting on Thursday will be the last chance Ky Michel, Carrie Russell

to change the bill so libraries receive the funding needed.

Talking points

¢ Please bring the total for the LSTA state program from $167.5 million to
$171.5 million to allow full implementation of a 2003 law to provide a
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more equitable distribution of state formula grants.

¢ Please provide the full $3.5 million for research and statistics to IMLS.
Research and statistics are critical for libraries to evaluate the
effectiveness of our programs.

Click here or the logo above to:

e Jump to ALA's Legislative Action Center
e See what library legislation is hot
e Send a letter or fax to Congress

U.S. Capitol switchboard 202-225-3121
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