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McMasters, Schuman receive Madison Awards at Freedom of Information Day; EPA
 Library Workers, Kessler Honored

 McMasters receives Madison Award at Freedom of Information Day

 WASHINGTON – Paul K. McMasters is the recipient of the 2007 James Madison Award,
 presented by the American Library Association to honor those who have championed, protected,
 and promoted public access to government information and the public’s “right to know.” 

 McMasters was given the award for his tireless work toward openness in government. From his
 establishment and direction of the Freedom Forum's First Amendment Center, to his work as
 First Amendment Ombudsman, he has demonstrated a genuine devotion to Madison’s ideals. “

Since 1989, when Senator Patrick Leahy received the first James Madison
 Award,” McMasters said, “I have watched with pride as the American Library
 Association has used its immense credibility and prestige to underscore the
 importance of [Freedom of Information] by recognizing its foremost
 champions on the national scene. Never did I think that someday I might join
 that parade of luminaries. Obviously, I am both stunned and grateful.” 

 "It is an honor,” said ALA President Leslie Burger in her opening remarks at
 the ceremony, “to extend the congratulations and sincere gratitude of the
 American Library Association to Paul K. McMasters, a true public servant for
 openness and public disclosure of government information during his long
 and distinguishing career.” 

 “McMasters,” Burger continued, “has written articles, chaired panels, lectured
 across the country, and testified to Congress, all with Freedom of Information
 at the top of his agenda. His leadership efforts in celebration of Freedom of
 Information Day, his creation of the National Freedom of Information Act Hall
 of Fame, and as his colleague wrote ‘…involvement in nearly every
 significant Freedom of Information initiative of the past two decades,’ are
 what set him apart as a true spokesman for government openness.”

 ------- 

Schuman receives Eileen Cooke Award at Freedom of Information Day

ALAWON Editor:
 Andy Bridges 

To subscribe or unsubscribe,
 please click here.

All materials subject to
 copyright by the American
 Library Association may be
 reprinted or redistributed for
 noncommercial purposes
 with appropriate credits.

ALA Washington Office
 Emily Sheketoff, Executive
 Director
 1615 New Hampshire Ave
 NW, First Floor
 Washington, D.C. 20009
 202.628.8410 (V)
 202.628.8419 (F)

Office of Government
 Relations
 Lynne Bradley, Director;
 Melanie Anderson, Don
 Essex, Erin Haggerty, and
 Miriam Nisbet, Rosalind
 Reynolds

Office for Information
 Technology Policy
 Rick Weingarten, Director;
 Mark Bard, Carrie Lowe,
 Kathy Mitchell, Carrie Russell

http://www.ala.org/ala/washoff/washnews/news.htm


ALAWON

file:///alawash.internal/alapublic/share/PUBLISHED/ALAWON/2007_v16/16031/alwn16031.html[4/29/2016 4:04:56 PM]

 WASHINGTON – Patricia Glass Schuman is the recipient of the 2007 Eileen
 Cooke State and Local Madison Award, presented by the American Library
 Association to honor those who, at the state and local levels, have
 championed, protected, and promoted public access to government
 information and the public’s “right to know.” 

 “As ALA President, her theme was ‘The Right to Know: Librarians Make It
 Happen,’ bolstering librarians as champions of the cause,” said ALA
 President Leslie Burger in her opening remarks. “A tireless activist, Pat
 chaired the ALA’s Advocacy Committee and founded the Library Advocacy
 NOW! Campaign, from which countless library associations and
 organizations have followed her leadership and, as a result, her impact on
 the community level continues to be exponential.” 

 “As one of her nominators wrote, Pat ‘... lives, breathes, and indeed,
 embodies our highest ideals.’” 

 Over the course of her distinguished career, Schuman has mentored and
 trained tens of thousands of librarians and trustees at the regional, state, and
 local levels creating an army of advocates across the nation for the public’s
 “right to know.” 

 ------- 

EPA Library Workers Recognized at Freedom of Information Day

 WASHINGTON – On March 16, 2007, during the celebration of Freedom of
 Information Day, ALA President Leslie Burger acknowledged the courage of
 a special group: the library staff for the Environmental Protection Agency
 (EPA). 

 “In the face of closures within the EPA library network and significant
 reorganization,” Burger said in her remarks, “current and former members of
 the EPA library staff have had the courage to come forward with information
 that has brought to light actions that have endangered the scientific
 communities’ and the public’s access to essential environmental information
 in their communities,” 

 “These actions also set a dangerous precedent for the closing of federal
 libraries with disregard to sound practices and plans. The courage of these
 individuals has enabled the ALA to report the scope of this disturbing
 situation to Congressional Committees, which have now taken action to halt
 and formally investigate the EPA’s actions.” 

 ------- 

Ridley Kessler Honored at Freedom of Information Day 

 WASHINGTON – On March 16, 2007, during the events surrounding
 Freedom of Information Day, ALA President Leslie Burger took a moment to
 honor Ridley Kessler, a librarian who passed away recently, having devoted
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 much of his life to the cause of access to government information. 

 “For 30 years, Ridley Kessler provided public access to government
 information as the federal documents and regional depository librarian at the
 University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill,” Burger said in her opening
 remarks. “Over his long and distinguished career, he was active in the
 American Library Association's Government Documents Round Table and
 the federal government’s Depository Library Council. On behalf of these and
 many more organizations, he advocated, including testifying before
 Congress, for free access to government information.”

 “[Kessler] has been honored with several prestigious awards, including the
 University of North Carolina’s Mentor Award for Lifetime Achievement,
 reflecting his commitment to teaching and assisting young library
 professionals. Ridley Kessler will be remembered for his tremendous
 contributions to libraries, librarianship, and the cause we are here to
 celebrate today.”

 ------- 

 Freedom of Information (FOI) Day is an annual event on or near March 16,
 the birthday of James Madison. Madison is widely regarded as the Father of
 the Constitution and as the foremost advocate for openness in government.
 2007 marks the 41st anniversary of the Freedom of Information Act, and the
 18th year that ALA has presented the James Madison Award. 
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