
THE LIBRARY'S

BILL OF RIGHTS

ODAY indications in many parts of the n'orld point to grolving intoler-

ance, suppression of free speech, and censorship, affecting the rights of
minorities and individuals. Mindful of this, the Council of the American

Librarv Association publicly altrrms its belief in the following basic policies

which should govern the services of free public librarres:

1. Books an<l other reacling ntatter selectecl for purchase from the

public tunds should be chosen becaltse of value and interest to

people of the corlmunity, ancl in no case shottlcl the selection be

in{luenccd by the race or nationality or thc Political or religious

vie ws of the n'riter-s.

2. As far as available rnatcrial pcrmits, all siclcs of qucstions on

which diflcrences o[ opinion cxist shoulcl be reprcsetrted fairly and

aclerluately in thc books and other reading nlatter purchase(l for

public use.

3. The library as an institution to educate for dcrnocratic living

should especially tvelcornc the use of its mecting roorns for socially

usefrrl and cultural activities and tl're discussion of cnrrent public

questions. Librar-y mceting rooms should be availablc on eclual

terns to all groul.rs in the community regardlcss of their beliefil

or afiiliations.

THE COUNCIT- OF THE AIILRICAN I-ItsR^RY ASSOCTAIION" ADOPT-

ED rHlS SlAl[\IL-\-T IN JUNE 1939, AND RECONItrIIin_Dtil) llS

ADOPTION nY GoVERNI\*G BO RDS ()r INDIyIDUAL LIBRARItrS

AN{trRICr\N LIllRAidY ASSOCIATION . CHICAGO, 1939


