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American Libraries Online

Federal library funding cut in proposed budget
On March 4, President Barack Obama released his budget request for
the 2015 fiscal year. The proposed budget for the Library Services
and Technology Act falls $2 million short (PDF file) from the $180.9
million enacted by the US Congress for the 2014 fiscal year. The big
hit came to the state program, with slight increases to the set aside
for Native Americans and Hawaiians and the National Leadership
grants. On a disappointing note, the President did not include any
resources for school libraries....
AL: The Scoop, Mar. 5

Underfunded school libraries fight back
Beverly Goldberg writes: “Advocating for school library
services is a year-round necessity that becomes
particularly pressing as spring approaches. That’s the
season when school-district officials make their budget
projections, recently resulting in many school library
workers receiving a provisional pink slip, issued just in
case administrators need to follow through. The FY2015
cycle promises to be a particularly brutal one, according to Marci
Merola (right), director of ALA’s Office for Library Advocacy, who tells
American Libraries she bases her observation on the ‘spike in calls
since mid-February.’”...
American Libraries feature, Mar. 5

Creating a participatory ALA
ALA President Barbara K. Stripling (right) writes: “ALA
is in the process of reimagining itself. We have engaged
in conversations with members, Council, the Executive
Board, and division leadership to understand what we,
as a profession, want from our Association. In a
nutshell, we have found that we want a welcoming,
inclusive, engaged, and supportive organization. But
building a participatory culture is a pretty tall order for
an organization of more than 57,000 members.”...

 

2014 Annual
Conference and
Exhibition, Las Vegas,
June 26–July 1. More you
won’t want to miss: ALA
Division President
speakers confirmed so far
include: Black Girls Code
founder Kimberly Bryant
(LITA); introverted
leadership author and
champion Dr. Jennifer B.
Kahnweiler (ALCTS);
syndicated advice
columnist and family
reading advocate Amy
Dickinson (ALSC);
leadership and human
resources expert Carrie
Messina (LLAMA); high-
wire artist Philippe Petit
(United for Libraries);
financial educators
Michelle Singletary and
David Eisler (ACRL).
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AL: President’s Message, Mar./Apr.

Happy birthday, Dr. Seuss
To mark the 110th birthday of Dr. Seuss, libraries
across the country celebrated Read Across America
Day on March 3, with librarians and patrons
donning tall, floppy, red-and-white-striped hats
and reciting the poet and illustrator’s works in
their signature cadence. One of the more
decorative and active celebrations took place at
the Tulare (Calif.) Public Library, where Vice Mayor
Carlton Jones (right) led children in reading, singing, and dancing. He
was joined by Youth Librarian Melissa Emerson, commonly known as
Queen B (for “Queen of Books).”...
American Libraries photoessay. Mar. 5

March/April issue now online
Laurie D. Borman writes: “Whether you braved the
weather for the 2014 Midwinter Meeting in
Philadelphia or not, we’ve got you covered in the
March/April issue of American Libraries. Our wrapup
gives you the highlights, with links to interview
videos that help bring the meeting alive. The cover
story features the latest class of Emerging Leaders.
The group met at Midwinter to break into work
groups and begin their projects.”...
AL: Editor’s Letter, Mar./Apr.

Go back to the Top

ALA News

Gearing up for the 2014 ALA election
Polls will open at 9 a.m. Central time on March 19 for ALA’s annual
election. For the sixth year in a row, ALA is holding its election
exclusively online. In late February, members received notification by
email confirming their eligibility to vote. To be eligible, individuals
must have been members in good standing as of January 31. The
polls will close on April 25....
Office of ALA Governance, Feb. 27

ALA 2012–2013 Annual Report
ALA has released its 2012–2013 Annual Report,  an
overview of the Association’s initiatives and
accomplishments on behalf of the library profession,
libraries, and the public. The report shows how ALA
and its members continue to lead the way in the
transformation of libraries and library services in an
increasingly global digital environment. The report
shows ALA’s ongoing support for intellectual
freedom, ebook access, patron privacy, and
literacy....
Public Information Office, Feb. 27

ALA joins SXSW technology policy discussions
ALA will join the technology policy conversations in play at the South
by Southwest EDU and Interactive conferences in Austin, Texas,
March 7–11. Privacy and the “internet of things” will be among the
topics on the agenda for ALA’s Office for Intellectual Freedom and Libraries 
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http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2014/02/american-library-association-ala-2012-13-annual-report-highlights-initiatives
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Office for Information Technology Policy. ALA also will join members
and sister library organizations at the joint “Innovative Booth for
Libraries.” More information is posted online....
Communications and Member Relations, Mar. 4

Amicus brief filed in First Amendment case
ALA and the Freedom to Read Foundation on February 28 joined a
broad range of organizations and bookstores in filing an amicus brief
with the US Supreme Court (PDF file) in a case potentially affecting
the right to challenge laws that infringe on the First Amendment prior
to their enforcement. The case, Susan B. Anthony List v. Driehaus, is
on appeal after the Sixth Circuit affirmed a lower court ruling that the
Susan B. Anthony List lacked standing to submit a pre-enforcement
challenge to an Ohio law regulating speech in campaign advertising.
Opening arguments are scheduled for April 22.... 
Freedom to Read Foundation, Mar. 4

ALA groups celebrate National
Women’s History Month
During the entire month of March, the ALA
Committee on the Status of Women in
Librarianship, the SRRT Feminist Task Force, and
the ACRL Women’s and Gender Studies Section will
recognize and celebrate women’s historic
achievements during National Women’s History
Month. Resources include: Caregiver’s Toolkit, Women of Library
History, and Women and Gender Studies Websites....
Office for Human Resource Development and Recruitment, Mar. 4

Fiels caps PALA meeting with
sound career advice
ALA Executive Director Keith Michael Fiels
keynoted (17:30) the 4th Annual Meeting of
the Polish American Librarians Association
at Loyola University in Chicago on February
23. After offering insight into his own
professional development, Fiels quipped that his approach to success
involves a “secret four-step process”: Show up, offer to do
something, actually do it, and repeat as often as needed....
Polish American Librarians Association, Feb. 28; YouTube, Mar. 1

“Marvel Moon” webinar
The ALA Public Programs Office and the
Lunar and Planetary Institute invite library
professionals to attend a free online learning opportunity on March 10
demonstrating hands-on activities to engage young audiences in
space science. Titled “Marvel Moon,” the session will acquaint library
audiences with NASA’s investigations into the ongoing saga that has
shaped our moon and will present the LPI’s Explore learning module.
Registration is required....
Public Programs Office, Mar. 4

Getting involved with IFLA
The International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions
serves as the voice of libraries in the international community and
hosts the World Library and Information Congress each August. If you
are curious about IFLA, what it does, and how you might get
involved, consider taking this March 20 webinar. IFLA President-elect
Donna Scheeder and IFLA Governing Board Member Loida Garcia-
Febo will provide an overview of IFLA initiatives and outline the

on Film

The Tao of Steve
(2000). At his 10-year
high school reunion in
Santa Fe, Donal Logue
as Dex has standing-
up sex with another
man’s wife (Ayelet
Kaznelson as Beth) in
the philosophy section
of the library stacks.

Tears for Simon
(1956, UK). Mona
Washbourne plays the
manager of a
Booklovers’ library.

Teen Wolf Too
(1987). Jason
Bateman as freshman
Todd Howard meets
his love Nicki (Estee
Chandler) in the
college library. The
scene was filmed in
the dining hall at
Pomona College in
Claremont, California.
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benefits of attending WLIC....
International Relations Office

Serving ESL and non–English speaking
patrons
In today’s library, you often need to serve patrons and
students who do not speak English. This can be
intimidating—how do you communicate? How do you
avoid the risk of creating cultural misunderstandings? In
“Serving ESL and Non–English Speaking Patrons in the
Library,” Cate Carlyle, a librarian who has devoted her
career to working with non-English-speaking and ESL library users,
will provide you with the strategies, resources, and best practices to
help you meet this challenge....
ALA Editions, Mar. 4

12 months of children’s programming
Library programs and services for children need to incorporate
programs for elementary-age children that integrate the school, the
library, and the community. In “12 Months of Children’s
Programming: Grades K through 6,” Lisa M. Shaia and Joanne M.
Moore will show librarians how to do just this using their fully
integrated, holistic approach, which builds children’s programming
with schools and the full calendar year in mind....
ALA Editions, Mar. 4

Building great adult programs
Adults are core patrons for any public library, and book programs are
among the most popular library programs. In “Building Great Adult
Programs,” Amy Alessio will show you how to improve the book
programs you already have for adults or build new ones from scratch.
She’ll cover programs for both high and low-tech users and a variety
of themes and library settings....
ALA Editions, Mar. 4

Teaching information literacy with
discovery tools
A new workshop, “Teaching Information Literacy with
Discovery Tools,” on May 15, shows how discovery tools
free you from the cumbersome necessity of toggling back
and forth between multiple screens. Instead you can
focus on developing students’ skills with search terms
and strategies, simultaneously training them in how to
use a critical eye while sifting through results....
ALA TechSource, Mar. 4

Being indispensable: A school librarian’s
guide
School librarians are worried about their jobs, and with
good reason. Budget cuts have taken many jobs, and
those who have retained their jobs find their resources
stretched thin. In “Being Indispensable: A School
Librarian’s Guide to Proving Your Value and Keeping
Your Job,” respected authority Hilda K. Weisburg will
give school librarians concrete strategies for demonstrating and
proving their worth through clear, focused leadership....
ALA Editions, Mar. 4

iPads, tablets, and gadgets
ALA Editions is offering a new iteration of its

Teenage Mother
(1967). Julie Ange
plays Erika Petersen,
who has been hired to
teach sex education in
a high school (filmed
at East Rockaway High
School on Long
Island). She asks the
stuffy school librarian
Miss Fowler
(uncredited) why the
library does not own a
particular sexuality
textbook, and she
replies that it is a
“filthy book” with
“positively vulgar”
illustrations
inappropriate for
teenagers.

This AL Direct feature
describes hundreds of films
(and some TV shows) in
which libraries and librarians
are featured, from 1912 to
the present. The full list is a
Web Extra associated with
The Whole Library
Handbook 5, edited by
George M. Eberhart and
published by ALA Editions.
You can browse the films on
our Libraries on Film
Pinterest board.

Career Leads
from

Community Library
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eCourse, “iPads, Tablets, and Gadgets in the
Library: Planning, Budgeting, and Implementation.” Rebecca Miller,
Carolyn Meier, and Heather Moorefield-Lang will serve as the
instructors for this six-week facilitated eCourse starting on March 31.
Registration can be purchased at the ALA Store....
ALA Editions, Feb. 26

Book as iPad app
ALA Editions is once again offering its eCourse, “Book
as iPad App: Multimedia, Multi-Touch E-Books and
their Future in Libraries.” Nicole Hennig (right) will
serve as the instructor for this four-week facilitated
eCourse starting on April 7. To participate, you will
need access to an iPad and be comfortable using it.
Registration can be purchased at the ALA Store....
ALA Editions, Feb. 27

What librarians need to know about
ebooks
ALA Editions will hold a session of its popular facilitated
eCourse, “Ebooks: What Librarians Need to Know Now
and for the Future” with Mirela Roncevic (right). This
four-week eCourse will begin on April 7. Topics include
defining ebooks and understanding how they work,
where ebooks are available, and how ebooks are used in libraries.
Participants will need regular access to a computer with an internet
connection. Registration can be purchased at the ALA Store....
ALA Editions, Feb. 27

Archives and recordkeeping
Articulating the core principles and issues that shape
the discipline as well as their impact and relevance for
the 21st-century professional, Archives and
Recordkeeping: Theory into Practice, published by
Facet Publishing, simplifies and demystifies archives
and recordkeeping theory and its role in contemporary
practice. Using an accessible approach, it outlines and
explores key literature and concepts and the role they
can play in practice....
ALA Neal-Schuman, Feb. 26

ALA photo collection of WWI
soldiers reading
Denise Rayman writes: “While the
battles, uniforms, and weapons that
made up a World War I serviceman’s life
are very well documented in the history
books, the day-to-day monotony of a
soldier’s life doesn’t often get as much attention. The ALA Archives
has recently placed its collection of digitized lantern slides from World
War I online, which shows one way these men filled their downtime—
reading.”...
ALA Archives Blog, Feb. 27

Go back to the Top

Manager, Queens
(N.Y.) Library.
Responsible for the
entire operation of a
community library.
Leads and supervises
all staff, including
providing timely and
objective feedback of
performance, fostering
the learning and
development of staff,
as well as for providing
and modeling
exceptional public
service to all age levels.
Also responsible for
programming, outreach,
physical maintenance,
collection development,
community liaising.
Must have
demonstrated
experience in the
following competencies:
initiative, flexibility in
approaching daily
responsibilities,
cooperative teamwork,
and modeling
exemplary customer
service....

@ More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week
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Featured review: Graphic novels 
Hatke, Ben. The Return of Zita the
Spacegirl. May 2014. 240p. Gr. 3–6. First
Second, hardcover (978-1-62672-058-9).
The adventure started in Zita the Spacegirl
(2011) comes full circle in this trilogy finale.
As no good deed goes unpunished, Zita is
sent to the mines of Dungeon World for the
“crimes” of saving a planet from an asteroid
and keeping an entire species from being
gobbled up by enormous cosmic meanies.
There she meets a long-lost friend, performs a few daring
escapes, and eventually saves the day with the kind of heroic
pluck that’s garnered her so many admirers, both in her
universe and ours. Although Zita is a great, cheerworthy lead,
Hatke has always had a particular knack for surrounding her
with crazy-inventive oddballs....

Top 10 graphic novels for
youth
Sarah Hunter writes: “Magical T-
shirts, Buster Keaton, young Jedis-in-training, a cutthroat
robot rumble—is there any unifying factor to the 10 best
graphic novels reviewed in Booklist from March 1, 2013,
through February 15, 2014? You bet—they’re all standouts,
including Delilah Dirk and the Turkish Lieutenant by Tony Cliff:
When the Turkish Janissary Corps captures a prisoner—the
scandalous, swashbuckling Delilah Dirk—quiet Selim finds out
the hard way that maybe he needs a little excitement in his
life.”...

Comics with strong female
characters
Sarah Hunter writes: “Comic books don’t
have a great reputation when it comes to
depicting women and girls, though the same
could probably be said for any medium born
in the 1930s. Luckily, with the rise of

The Florida State
University Digital
Library provides
online access to
Florida State
University’s rich and
unique historical
collections of photos,
pamphlets, maps,
manuscripts, and rare
books. Currently, the
library highlights
collections from
Special Collections and
Archives, Heritage
Protocol, and the
Claude Pepper Library,
including yearbooks
from 1900 to 1997,
historical photos of
campus, and
selections from the
Paul A. M. Dirac
Papers. It is run on
the FL-Islandora
platform, managed by
the Florida Virtual
Campus.

Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site, Check out
our Featured Digital
Libraries Pinterest board.

Noted and
Quoted

”My family and I
have grown to
appreciate our local
branch so deeply,

http://www.booklistonline.com/GeneralInfo.aspx?id=80
http://www.booklistonline.com/The-Return-of-Zita-the-Spacegirl-Ben-Hatke/pid=6636369
http://www.booklistonline.com/Top-10-Graphic-Novels-for-Youth-2014-Sarah-Hunter/pid=6649832
http://www.booklistonline.com/Top-10-Graphic-Novels-for-Youth-2014-Sarah-Hunter/pid=6649832
http://www.booklistonline.com/Great-Reads-Comics-with-Strong-Female-Characters-Sarah-Hunter/pid=6704867
http://www.booklistonline.com/Great-Reads-Comics-with-Strong-Female-Characters-Sarah-Hunter/pid=6704867
http://fsu.digital.flvc.org/islandora/object/fsu%3A6708
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underground comics and the dogged
determination of women creating comics,
there’s a healthy (and growing) number of
comics and graphic novels that do a great job of depicting
strong, well-rounded women and girls. These eight titles in
particular—including realistic stories, fantasies, adventures,
and one truly great superhero comic—feature heroines
perfectly capable of rescuing themselves.”...

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

Go back to the Top

Las Vegas Update

Make your case to attend ALA Annual Conference
Making the case for time off and support for travel and expenses to
attend a conference requires a solid understanding of the potential
benefits to your institution, supervisor, and colleagues. And you need
to be able to communicate those benefits clearly—especially in times
of tight budgets and reduced staff. Use the information that follows to
help make your case....
Conference Services

ALA Annual in Las Vegas—in 1973
Larry T. Nix writes: “One of the readers of this blog
suggested that I do a post on the 1973 ALA Annual
Conference in Las Vegas since it will be meeting there
again this summer after a 41-year hiatus. I thought it
was a great idea, especially since I was one of the
8,539 individuals who attended that conference. Of
course, with the unbelievable development of Las
Vegas since 1973, the 2014 conference should be
unforgettable for many reasons other than the heat.”...
Library History Buff Blog, Mar. 2

Las Vegas visitor’s guide
Start planning your trip with a free visitor’s guide
from the Las Vegas Convention and Visitors
Authority. It offers a comprehensive listing of
restaurants, shops, hotels, and spas, and it lists the
price range for each and whether you will need
reservations. The guide also suggests golfing spots
and nearby desert road trips. Send away for a copy
or download one when you need it....
Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority

Getting your grub on, Vegas
style
Jennifer Jost writes: “While Vegas buffets
may have begun as a way to keep

because we know
whatever else life
may throw at us, as
long as that library is
there, at least we
will never run out of
books.”

—Mary Elizabeth Williams,
“Why Libraries Deserve to Be
Hip,” Salon, Feb. 19.

@ More quotes...

Calendar

Mar. 9–15:
Teen Tech Week.

Through
Apr. 4:
University of Toronto
Faculty of
Information, online
MOOC on “Library
Advocacy Unshushed:
Values, Evidence,
Action.”

Apr. 6–7:
American
Booksellers
Association’s ABC
Children’s Institute,
Doubletree by Hilton,
San Antonio, Texas.

Apr. 9:
National Information
Standards
Organization,
Webinar. “Back from
Marrakesh:
Implementing an
Accessible Content
World.”

Apr. 30:
El día de los niños/El

http://www.booklistonline.com/
http://ala14.ala.org/steps-in-making-the-case
http://libraryhistorybuff.blogspot.com/2014/03/the-1973-ala-conference-in-las-vegas.html
http://ala14.ala.org/
http://ala14.ala.org/
http://www.lasvegas.com/planning-tools/free-visitors-guide/
http://www.lasvegas.com/restaurants/
http://www.lasvegas.com/activities/shopping/
http://www.lasvegas.com/hotels/
http://www.lasvegas.com/activities/spas/
http://guides.milespartnership.com/lv/ovg2/
http://yalsa.ala.org/blog/2013/11/27/getting-your-grub-on-vegas-style/
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http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/nquote
http://teentechweek.ning.com/
https://www.edx.org/course/university-torontox/university-torontox-la101x-library-1335
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http://www.bookweb.org/ci2014
http://www.niso.org/news/events/2014/webinars/marrakesh/
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gamblers at the tables for as long as
possible, providing a way to eat quickly
for little money, many casino buffets
today are a destination in themselves, with gourmet food and a price
tag to match. The newest and grandest addition to the buffet scene is
the Bacchanal Buffet at Caesars Palace, which recently celebrated its
first anniversary in true Vegas style, with a video (2:41) arranged by
Emmy-nominated dancer and choreographer Travis Wall.”...
YALSAblog, Nov. 27, 2013; YouTube, Sept. 9, 2013

Division News

ALSC Institute to feature Andrea Davis
Pinkney
Award-winning author and editor Andrea Davis Pinkney
will present the Closing General Session during the
ALSC National Institute in Oakland, California,
September 18–20. A New York Times bestselling writer
of more than 20 books for children and young adults,
Pinkney has launched many high-profile publishing and
entertainment entities, including Hyperion Books for
Children/Disney Publishing’s Jump at the Sun imprint, the first
African-American children’s book imprint at a major publishing
company. Registration is open....
ALSC, Mar. 4

FY2013 Preservation Statistics
Survey
The FY2013 Preservation Statistics Survey, a
project to document and analyze the
preservation activities of cultural heritage
institutions in the United States, is now available. Any US library
conducting preservation activities may complete this survey, which
will be open through April. Additional information, instructions, a
worksheet, and a link to the FY2013 survey are online....
ALCTS, Feb. 26

ALCTS preconferences at Annual
Exciting preconferences are coming your way from ALCTS during this
year’s ALA Annual Conference in Las Vegas. From “Fundamentals of
Collection Assessment” to “Streaming Media,” there is a preconference
that meets your needs. Join your colleagues June 26–27 for these
events. Register through the 2014 ALA Annual Conference website....
ALCTS, Feb. 28

Environmental scan of OERs, MOOCs,
and libraries
ACRL has released a new research report,
“Environmental Scan of OERs, MOOCs, and Libraries:
What Effectiveness and Sustainability Means for
Libraries’ Impact on Open Education.” Carmen
Kazakoff-Lane introduces and provides background
on the open educational resources and massive
open online course movements and investigates the

día de los libros
(Children’s Day/Book
Day).

Apr. 30–
May 2:
Depository Library
Council Meeting and
Federal Depository
Library Conference,
Government Printing
Office, Washington,
D.C.

May 1–5:
Art Libraries Society
of North America,
Annual Conference,
Washington, D.C.
“Art+Politics.”

May 18–31:
School of
Information and
Library Science,
University of North
Carolina at Chapel
Hill, London Summer
Seminar.

May 18–31:
School of
Information and
Library Science,
University of North
Carolina at Chapel
Hill, Prague Summer
Seminar.

June 4–6:
New York Library
Assistants
Association, Annual
Conference, Saratoga
Springs Holiday Inn,
Saratoga Springs.

June 9–13:
9th International
Conference on Open
Repositories, Helsinki,
Finland. “Towards
Repository
Ecosystems.”
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effectiveness and challenges to sustainability of
each. The report is downloadable (PDF file) from the ACRL website....
ACRL Insider, Mar. 4

ALA Store at the PLA Conference
Take time at the PLA 2014 Conference, March 11–15, to see what’s
new at the ALA Store, located at booth #1319, near the center of the
exhibit hall. With plenty of new and bestselling items available, you’ll
want to make sure to carve out some time in your schedule to stop
by. ALA Graphics will feature bestselling posters and bookmarks, and
ALA Publishing will have numerous bestsellers as well as titles hot off
the press....
ALA Publishing, Feb. 27

YALSA plans Twitter takeover during TTW
YALSA will turn over its @yalsa Twitter account to a different partner
each day of Teen Tech Week, March 9–15. Partners will use the
opportunity to inform and engage YALSA’s 22,000+ Twitter followers
about relevant issues from their perspectives as well as share
resources of interest to YALSA’s audience. Topics will include
connected learning, digital badges, making and makerspaces, practical
tips for using digital tools, and technology policies....
YALSA, Mar. 4

100 Days till Summer countdown
YALSA will be counting down to the first day of
summer through a slew of online activities. The idea
is to help libraries gear up for their summer reading
and learning programs. Discussion forums will be
hosted online through YALSA’s official Summer
Reading and Learning website with the first one
starting on the 100th day before summer, March 14.
A new forum will take place every 25 days through
June 21....
YALSA, Feb. 26

Video contest asks how school
libraries change lives
AASL, in collaboration with ProQuest,
Abrams, and SchoolTube, has launched the
School Library Month 2014 student video contest, “Lives Change @
your library.” Contestants are urged to let loose their creativity and
use humor, drama, music, and special effects to illustrate how the
school library program changes a student’s life. Contest rules and
eligibility are found on the AASL website. Submissions will be
accepted through April 15....
AASL, Mar. 4

Webinar on student loan forgiveness
A new webinar from AASL and the ALA Washington Office explores
the financial aid forgiveness programs available to school librarians.
Presented by staff members from the US Department of Education,
“Federal Student Loan Forgiveness and Cancellation Benefits for
School Librarians” will take place on March 6. Register online....
AASL, Mar. 4

School Library Research, volume 17
The newest volume of AASL’s peer-reviewed online
journal, School Library Research, opens with studies
on college readiness, information literacy during the

July 28–
Aug. 1:
Library of Congress,
Civil Rights Institute,
Washington, D.C.

Sept. 11–12:
Northwest
Interlibrary Loan
and Resource
Sharing Conference,
Portland Community
College, Sylvania
Campus, Oregon.
Deadline for proposals:
March 14.

Oct. 20–23:
European Conference
on Information
Literacy, Dubrovnic,
Croatia.

@ More...
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high-school-to-college transition, and educational
stakeholders’ perceptions of school library programs.
The purpose of SLR is to promote and publish high-
quality original research concerning the management, implementation,
and evaluation of school library programs. Articles can be found on
the AASL website....
AASL, Mar. 4

ALCTS President appointed Williamsburg
director
The Williamsburg (Va.) Regional Library board of
trustees has named Genevieve S. Owens (right) library
director, effective March 1. She is the current ALCTS
president. Owens has been interim director since
former Director John A. Moorman, ALA Executive Board
member, retired in December 2013. She has been
employed at the library since 1996 and became its assistant director
in October 2001....
ALCTS, Feb. 28

Go back to the Top

Awards & Grants

Patrick Carr receives Esther J. Piercy
Award
ALCTS has named Patrick Carr (right), assistant
director for acquisitions and collection management at
the Joyner Library, East Carolina University,
Greenville, North Carolina, the winner of its 2014
Esther J. Piercy Award. The award recognizes the
contributions to library collections and technical
services by a librarian with no more than 10 years of professional
experience. Carr will receive a grant of $1,500 grant donated by
YBP....
ALCTS, Feb. 28

2014 Margaret Mann Citation
Sara Shatford Layne (right) is the recipient of the
2014 Margaret Mann Citation presented by the
ALCTS Cataloging and Metadata Management
Section. The Mann Citation, recognizing outstanding
professional achievement in cataloging or
classification, includes a $2,000 scholarship donated
in the recipient’s honor by OCLC to the library school
of the winner’s choice. She has chosen the UCLA Department of
Information Studies Program to receive the scholarship....
ALCTS, Mar. 4

2014 EBSS Distinguished Librarian
Stephanie Davis-Kahl (right), scholarly
communications librarian at Illinois Wesleyan
University, is the recipient of the 2014 ACRL
Education and Behavioral Sciences Section’s
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Distinguished Education and Behavioral Sciences
Librarian Award. She will receive a prize of $2,500
and a citation, donated by John Wiley and Sons....
ACRL, Mar. 4

2014 John Ames / Humphrey / OCLC /
Forest Press Award
Shali Zhang (right) is the 2014 recipient of the ALA
International Relations Committee’s John Ames /
Humphrey / OCLC / Forest Press Award, given to an
individual for significant contribution to international
librarianship. Zhang is dean of libraries at the
University of Montana in Missoula....
International Relations Office, Mar. 4

Distinguished librarians in reference announced
RUSA has selected the winners of its 2014 achievement awards,
which provide research and travel grants in recognition of the nation’s
most exceptional librarians, libraries, and projects involving reference
services today....
RUSA, Mar. 4

2014 H. W. Wilson Staff Development Grant
The Martin County (Fla.) Library System has been named the 2014 H.
W. Wilson Library Staff Development Grant recipient for its “Connect:
Customer Service Excellence at Martin County Library System”
program. The focus of this program is to develop and train each staff
member to be knowledgeable in every area of library operations. After
completion, staff will be capable and confident in answering complex
questions and handling difficult situations....
Office of ALA Governance, Mar. 4

2014 Jan Merrill-Oldham Travel Grant
Madeline Kelly (right), collection development support
specialist at George Mason University, has been
awarded the 2014 Jan Merrill-Oldham Professional
Development Grant. The grant is administered by the
ALCTS Preservation and Reformatting Section to
support travel to the ALA Annual Conference for
librarians and paraprofessionals new to the
preservation field....
ALCTS, Mar. 4

ALCTS Collaboration Award
ALCTS has chosen The Alberta Library Online
as the recipient of its Outstanding
Collaboration Citation for 2014. The award recognizes and encourages
collaborative problem-solving efforts in the areas of acquisition,
access, management, preservation, or archiving of library materials....
ALCTS, Mar. 4

United for Libraries grant helped
pass millage increase
Salem–South Lyon (Mich.) District Library,
one of 10 recipients of a United for Libraries
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2013 Neal-Schuman Foundation Grant,
successfully passed a millage increase of
.0495 for the library on February 25. The
increase passed by a margin of nearly 3–1.
As part of the program, the library’s advocates received expert
advocacy training and tools for their campaign by United for
Libraries....
United for Libraries, Mar. 4; Detroit Observer and Eccentric, Feb. 25

Wisconsin IF award winner
Megan Schliesman (right), long-time librarian at the
Cooperative Children’s Books Center at the University
of Wisconsin–Madison and manager of its intellectual
freedom services for the past 11 years, is the winner
of the 2014 Intellectual Freedom Award. The award
is given jointly by the Wisconsin Library Association
and the Wisconsin Educational Media and Technology
Association. Schliesman also manages the CCBC
online forum and serves on the ALSC board....
Wisconsin Library Association, Feb. 24

Apply for the Roger K. Summit Scholarship
ProQuest’s Roger K. Summit Scholarship was established to honor the
founder of Dialog, a ProQuest business, for his outstanding
contributions to the field of information science. The scholarship is
open to all LIS students worldwide. The award is the equivalent of
$5,000 and is presented at the Special Libraries Association Annual
Conference or at a regional location in proximity to the winner.
Applications will be accepted through April 30....
ProQuest, Mar. 4

American history book prize
The British may have lost the colonies in 1781. But
the tale of their defeat has just won a prestigious
literary honor, thanks to Andrew Jackson
O’Shaughnessy’s study The Men Who Lost America:
British Leadership, the American Revolution, and the
Fate of the Empire (Oneworld), which was awarded
the New-York Historical Society’s annual American
history book prize. The prize comes with a $50,000
cash award....
New York Times: ArtsBeat, Mar. 5

2014 Jewish Quarterly–Wingate Prize
Otto Dov Kulka, Professor Emeritus at the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem, has won this year’s
prestigious Jewish Quarterly-Wingate prize with his
memoir, Landscapes of the Metropolis of Death
(Harvard University). Kulka was awarded the £4,000
($6,667 US) prize February 26 at a ceremony in
London as part of Jewish Book Week. The book
explores his childhood, which was spent first in the
ghetto of Theresienstadt, and then in Auschwitz,
where he became one of the few survivors....
The Telegraph (UK), Feb. 27
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http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/books/bookprizes/10664965/Otto-Dov-Kulka-wins-Jewish-Quarterly-Wingate-Prize-2014.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/books/bookprizes/10664965/Otto-Dov-Kulka-wins-Jewish-Quarterly-Wingate-Prize-2014.html


AL Direct, March 5, 2014

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2014/march/030514-2.htm[7/16/2014 3:20:53 PM]

2013 Scottish Children’s Book Awards
More than 38,000 children in Scotland have voted and
rendered their verdict on the best Scottish writers of
2013. The Bookbug Readers award (for readers aged
3–7) went to Chae Strathie for his picture book
Jumblebum, illustrated by Ben Court (Scholastic). Janis
Mackay was the winner of the Younger Readers award
(8–11) for The Accidental Time Traveller (Kelpies). And
Claire McFall won in the Older Readers category with
her first novel Ferryman (Templar)....
The Guardian (UK), Mar. 5

2014 Golden Kite winners
The Society of Children’s Book Writers and
Illustrators has announced the winners of its
Golden Kite and Sid Fleishman Awards, given
annually to children’s books published in the
preceding year. The Golden Kite Awards are
given annually to recognize excellence in
children’s literature in the previous calendar year
in four categories. The 2014 winner in the Picture
Book Illustration category was Mr. Tiger Goes Wild (Little, Brown) by
Peter Brown. The winner of the Sid Fleishman Humor Award was
Openly Straight (Arthur A. Levine) by Bill Konigsberg....
Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators, Mar. 3
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Libraries in the News

Libraries in the Ukraine crisis 
Ukrainian Library Association Vice-President
Valentyna Pashkova writes: “During the
months of January and February 2014, the
National Parliamentary Library of Ukraine
found itself at the center of the
antigovernment clashes in Kiev. Severe
clashes between the protesters and
government forces took place in front of the library. Librarians
remained neutral and did not take direct part in the protests, but
helped save people and protect library collections and the building.
The Ukrainian Library Association and other organizations formed a
Ukrainian National Committee on February 21 to help preserve
cultural property.”...
International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions, Mar. 4

NYPL renovation plan on hold
As a candidate in July 2013, Bill de Blasio
(right) told Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg that
New York City should stop financing the
ambitious renovation of the Fifth Avenue
flagship of the New York Public Library until
someone figured out how much it was all

http://www.theguardian.com/childrens-books-site/2014/mar/05/scottish-childrens-book-awards
http://www.scbwi.org/2014-golden-kite-winners/
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going to cost. Now that de Blasio is mayor,
he holds that very power, and people on
both sides of the question are weighing in on how he should wield it
as the city budgeting process begins....
New York Times, Feb. 26

Kansas bill would make prosecuting educators
easier 
The Kansas Senate may consider a bill that would make it easier to
prosecute teachers, librarians, or school principals for exposing
students to materials deemed offensive. Senate Bill 401 (PDF file),
approved by the Senate Judiciary Committee in late February, was
drafted in response to a January incident at a Shawnee Mission middle
school in which a poster used in sex education classes was put on a
classroom door....
Wichita (Kans.) Eagle, Feb. 28

House of the Spirits stays in Watauga
County
On February 27, nearly 200 people packed Courtroom
1 in the Watauga County (N.C.) Courthouse to find out
the fate of Isabel Allende’s The House of the Spirits.
With a vote of 3–2, the school board elected to keep
the book in sophomore honors English classrooms—a
certain victory for the freedom to read. Parent Chastity
Lesesne had filed a complaint against the book in
October after it was assigned to her son in a
sophomore honors English class....
Comic Book Legal Defense Fund, Mar. 3

Meridian library helps set up little
free libraries
Meridian, Idaho, has six new little free libraries,
thanks to donations from Home Depot and
volunteer work at the Meridian Library. Silverstone
Branch Manager Natalie Nation spearheaded the
project, which harnessed the energies of local high
school students on February 22 to build little free
libraries for six locations around town. Some little
free libraries will be equipped with a box that will
promote digital content, including library information and ebooks.
Nation, a participant in ALA’s Leadership Institute, launched the
initiative as a leadership goal....
Meridian (Idaho) Press, Feb. 25

Patrons send love letters to Multnomah County
Library
How much do you love the library? The Multnomah County Library in
Portland, Oregon, wants to know. As part of its 150th anniversary
celebration, the library asked its patrons to share their love letters to
the oldest public library system west of the Mississippi River....
Portland Oregonian, Feb. 28

http://www.kansas.com/2014/02/28/3317418/kansas-senate-weighs-bill-to-ease.html
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Layoffs in Grand Rapids
A worsening budget picture will prompt more layoffs than expected in
the Grand Rapids (Mich.) Public Library. In late February, Director
Marcia Warner emailed staff about a “new financial reality” that will
force the system to “operate with less staff and less staff costs.”
Initially, that means 18 people are set to lose their jobs at the end of
the fiscal year in June. The library faces a shortfall of about $900,000
in its budget of about $9 million....
Grand Rapids (Mich.) Press, Mar. 1

Louisiana libraries embrace 3D
printers
A few public libraries in Louisiana are
offering a new tool for their patrons: 3D
printers. The Livingston Parish Library
was the first library in the state to introduce the next wave of printing
technology when it launched the device in early fall at its main branch
in the town of Livingston. Calcasieu Parish Public Library recently
bought a 3D printer, and East Baton Rouge Parish plans to roll out its
3D printers in late spring. The printers cost about $2,000 each....
Baton Rouge (La.) Advocate, Mar. 3

Donors respond to Anne Frank vandalism in Japan
While investigators continue to be baffled by the vandalism in Tokyo
libraries of copies of Anne Frank’s Diary of A Young Girl, some are
already stepping in to replace the damaged works. The Jewish
Community of Japan organization announced that together with the
Israeli Embassy, it will donate 300 copies of Anne Frank’s diaries to
Tokyo libraries. An anonymous donor using the name Chiune Sugihara
(a Japanese diplomat who helped thousands of Lithuanian Jews
escape during World War II) also sent two boxes of Anne Frank books
to the Tokyo Central Library....
Japan Daily Press, Feb. 28
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Issues

Father Guido was right
Rob Weir writes: “Father Guido Sarducci
(Don Novello) on Saturday Night Live had a
routine that claimed you could teach in five
minutes everything that an average college
student remembers five years after
graduating (watch the video, 4:02). Most
higher-ed teachers are mercifully exempt from the politicized
standardized testing that bedevils public primary and secondary
teachers. Significantly, my students hardly mentioned content when
recalling what they had learned in college, and when they did it was
too random to discern any pattern. But they did give me plenty to
consider.”...
Inside Higher Ed, Feb. 28; YouTube, Sept. 29, 2008

Naming rights as revenue generators
Ed Rossman writes: “I conducted a survey across several library
discussion lists, focusing on the current state of the use of naming
rights as a revenue stream. Only 25 libraries responded, which makes
the results statistically insignificant, but I think the responses and
comments help frame the issue well. Some 60% of those surveyed
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use naming rights now and 71% plan to in the future. My conclusion
from the survey and my research is that naming rights are an
untapped resource that will be used more in the future.”...
RUSA Public Libraries Briefcase, no. 29 (2014)

Lawrence Lessig wins fair use case
Lawrence Lessig settled his lawsuit February 27 against an Australian
record label over the use of clips of the popular song “Lisztomania” by
the band Phoenix in a lecture on fair use that was later posted to
YouTube. Liberation Music, which represents Phoenix, claimed the
clips infringed copyright, demanded YouTube take down the lecture,
and then threatened to sue Lessig. Represented by the Electronic
Frontier Foundation, Lessig fought back, asserting his fair use rights
in court....
Electronic Frontier Foundation, Feb. 27

Georgia Tech study of online copyright
misconceptions
In the age of mashups, fan fiction, and content sharing, online media
creation has spurred new complexities in copyright, effectively turning
the legal concept of fair use on its ear, according to a new study from
Georgia Tech. The research reveals many persistent legal
misconceptions and highlights online social norms—independent of
actual law—that guide the use of copyrighted works in fan
communities....
Georgia Tech News Center, Feb. 19
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Tech Talk

Google Glass needs a killer app
Rachel Metz writes: “Aside from the fact
that it’s not yet publicly available, there are
plenty of reasons to not wear Google Glass
even if you get the chance. To explore
whether Glass could get more useful, I’ve
been wearing a bright orange unit and
testing a variety of free apps that make the most of Glass’s nascent
capabilities and its prime placement on my head. I did find several
with potential to save time and make life easier, and a couple that
are already effective even though Glass is clunky, finicky, and horribly
obtrusive.”...
MIT Technology Review, Mar. 5

Indiana receives Mellon grant for
Kuali development 
Indiana University has received an $882,000
grant from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
for the Kuali Open Library Environment, an
open-source, community-based library software system created by a
partnership of university libraries. With this grant, the IU Kuali team
will work to expand the community of libraries partnering with the
project and continue to fine-tune software for the version 2.0 release
later this year. The University of Chicago and Lehigh University will be
the first implementers this summer....
Indiana University Newsroom, Mar. 5

The shadowy world of Wikipedia’s
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editing bots
Thomas Steiner writes: “In a little over a
decade, Wikipedia has evolved from an
internet experiment into a global
crowdsourcing phenomenon. Today, this
online encyclopedia provides free access to
more than 30 million articles in 287
languages. Less well known is Wikidata, an information repository
designed to share basic facts for use on different language versions
of Wikipedia. Wikidata therefore plays a crucial role in lubricating the
flow of information between these online communities.”...
MIT Technology Review: Emerging Technology from the arXiv, Feb. 13

Is your laptop plugged in but
not charging?
Brian Westover writes: “When you plug
in your laptop, you usually find yourself
greeted with a cheerful chirp from your
PC, a new glowing LED indicator light,
and a display that perks up and beams a
bit more brightly. At least that’s what it’s supposed to do. Sometimes,
though, what happens instead is that you connect the AC adapter and
you get nothing. No glowing lights. No brightened display. And no
battery charging. What went wrong?” Watch the video (2:42)....
PC Magazine, Mar. 3; YouTube, Dec. 19, 2013

Top 10 questions about the Samsung Galaxy S5
Chloe Albanesius writes: “Samsung finally announced the Galaxy S5
at Mobile World Congress in Barcelona in February. The smartphone
has not yet landed stateside, and some of you might be wondering if
the Galaxy S5 is the device for you. Read on for the top questions
about the new phone to see if you should pick one up.”...
PC Magazine, Feb. 27

Landlines on the way out?
AT&T is seeking approval from the federal
government to start experiments in Florida and
Alabama (two states where the task will be most
difficult) that could set in motion the end of the
traditional landline phone. In Alabama, the challenge
is geography, since many of the state’s residents live
in sparsely populated rural areas. In Florida, the
hurdle is demographics, as the state’s large
population of seniors is likely to resist giving up the
technology....
The Hill: Hillicon Valley, Feb. 28
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E-Content

The price is right at Unite for
Literacy
James LaRue writes: “How would you like
100 free ebooks for children, ready for
immediate MARC upload to your catalog?
One of the most powerful ways to lift
children out of poverty through education is

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sHqHO0J2xi8
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strikingly simple: Get 500 books in the home of a child between the
ages of 0–5. Enter Unite for Literacy. This Colorado-based social
enterprise offers free digital picture books, with a twist: Parents can
not only sit and read these original English texts from the Unite for
Literacy website, but also hear them read in a variety of
languages.”...
AL: E-Content, Mar. 4

COPPA-compliant participatory
websites
Marianne Martens writes: “One of the
success stories of the intermingling of
technology and books has already happened in YA books. Though it is
legal to create online participatory sites for users over age 13, the
Child Online Privacy Protection Act restricts participation for those
younger. However, some sites for younger children have successfully
become COPPA-compliant. For example, KidzVuz, cofounded by
Rebecca Levey, and BiblioNasium, started by Marjan Ghara.”...
ALSC Blog, Mar. 3

Free download of danah boyd’s It’s
Complicated
Cory Doctorow writes: “danah boyd has posted a free
PDF of the full text of her must-read book It’s
Complicated, the best book about young people and
the internet I’ve read to date. boyd hopes you’ll enjoy
the book and then support her and her publisher by
buying a copy, sending a signal ‘that this book is
important, that the message in the book is
valuable.’”...
Boing Boing, Mar. 3; Apophenia, Mar. 3

Golden Age comics from the Digital
Comic Museum
The Digital Comic Museum offers free access to
hundreds of pre-1959 comic books, uploaded by
users who often offer historical research and
commentary alongside high-quality scans. The site’s
moderators and administrators are particularly
careful to avoid posting non-public-domain comics.
The resulting archive is thus devoid of many familiar
comic-book characters, like those from Marvel, D.C.,
or Disney. On the other hand, the archive offers an interesting
window into the themes of lesser-known comics in the Golden Age....
Open Culture, Mar. 3

The sorry state of ebook search
results
Joe Wikert writes: “Why is Google so popular
and how does it quickly help you find what
you’re looking for? Google uses a variety of
metrics, including how many inbound links a
site has, to determine what’s in their search
results and how those results are presented.
Imagine Google without their algorithm. Rather
than using all those metrics, they just give you
a list of sites that happen to contain your search phrase. Pretty
worthless, right? So why do we accept that same lame functionality in
ebooks today?”...
Joe Wikert’s Digital Content Strategies, Feb. 24

http://www.kidzvuz.com/
http://digitalcomicmuseum.com/index.php?dlid=22322
http://uniteforliteracy.com/
http://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/2014/03/coppa-compliant-participatory-sites-for-young-readers/
http://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/2014/03/coppa-compliant-participatory-sites-for-young-readers/
http://www.kidzvuz.com/
https://www.biblionasium.com/
http://boingboing.net/2014/03/03/free-download-of-danah-boyds.html
http://boingboing.net/2014/03/03/free-download-of-danah-boyds.html
http://boingboing.net/2014/03/03/free-download-of-danah-boyds.html
http://www.zephoria.org/thoughts/archives/2014/03/03/its-complicated-open-access.html
http://www.zephoria.org/thoughts/archives/2014/03/03/its-complicated-open-access.html
http://www.openculture.com/2014/03/download-15000-free-golden-age-comics-from-the-digital-comic-museum.html
http://www.openculture.com/2014/03/download-15000-free-golden-age-comics-from-the-digital-comic-museum.html
http://digitalcomicmuseum.com/
http://jwikert.typepad.com/the_average_joe/2014/02/the-sorry-state-of-ebook-search-results.html
http://jwikert.typepad.com/the_average_joe/2014/02/the-sorry-state-of-ebook-search-results.html


AL Direct, March 5, 2014

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2014/march/030514-2.htm[7/16/2014 3:20:53 PM]

What do you mean by archive?
Trevor Owens writes: “One of the tricks to working
in an interdisciplinary field like digital preservation is
that all too often we can be using the same terms
but not actually talking about the same things. In
my opinion, the most fraught term in digital
preservation discussions is ‘archive.’ At this point, it
has come to mean a lot of different things in
different contexts. It can mean so many different
things that some in digital preservation are
reluctant to use the term. Here are some of the ways we parse and
disambiguate the word’s meaning.”...
The Signal: Digital Preservation, Feb. 27; AVPreserve. Nov. 10, 2011

Survey on digital curation
If you are involved in taking care of digital materials of any type,
format, and purpose and are interested in the advancement of digital
curation as a professional field, the ACRL Digital Curation Interest
Group invites you to participate in a study that looks at patterns of
professional participation in digital curation. The survey takes about
20 minutes to complete....
ACRL Digital Curation Interest Group, Mar. 4

Librarians as drivers of digital transition
Lauren Barack writes: “Digital materials from ebooks to online
databases, and tools from tablets to 3D printers, have quickly found
their way into school libraries, classrooms, and public library
branches. Having a core leader (a librarian) who can help stitch these
tools into an educational experience can make the difference between
merely a fun moment and one that incorporates learning. As schools
adopt more digital tools and services, library spaces are changing to
accommodate this transition.”...
The Digital Shift, Mar. 3
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Books & Reading

Children’s Book Week poster, 2014
The Children’s Book Council and Every Child a
Reader released the official 2014 Children’s Book
Week poster. Illustrator Robin Preiss Glasser
created the poster, which celebrates the 95th
annual event for young readers. Glasser won the
Children’s Choice Illustrator of the Year Award last
year for Fancy Nancy and the Mermaid Ballet and
has drawn the covers of many classic children’s
books. Children’s Book Week will be celebrated
May 12–18....
GalleyCat, Feb. 27

Big followers in little books
John Lubans teaches an eight-week class on
“The Democratic Workplace” in the
Department of Information and Library
Studies at the University of Latvia in Riga.
He writes: “One of the most engaging
activities in my teaching involves children’s
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books. I put the students into small groups and give each group a
blank piece of paper and a box of crayons. Then I have each team
choose a children’s book from the several I’ve brought to class, and I
tell them to go to it. Why this assignment? Two reasons.”...
Leading from the Middle, Mar. 4

Book tasting to support readers
Buffy J. Hamilton writes: “My colleague
Jennifer Lund and I have been working with
some of our 9th-grade teachers to give
students an opportunity to select a book and
engage in self-facilitated reading. I used a
strategy, ‘book tasting,’ during my time at
Creekview High to support inquiry and
literature circles. Jennifer and I decided to adapt it for this unit, but
our challenge was tweaking it for eight sections of classes, a variety
of readers, and completely open choices rather than giving students a
pre-selected menu.”...
The Unquiet Librarian, Feb. 27; Feb. 9, 2012

Robert Sean Leonard tribute
Libby Gorman writes: “Actor Robert Sean Leonard
turned 45 on February 28. Although perhaps best
recognized as the somewhat-saner colleague of Hugh
Laurie’s Dr. House, in his younger days he starred in
two great teen-rebel films: Dead Poets Society and
Swing Kids. They both feature Leonard as a character
who is questioning the authorities around him, and
whose rebellion has tragic consequences. Pick up one
of these classic films to watch in his honor—and
maybe a book to read afterwards.”...
YALSA The Hub, Feb. 28

Diversity in youth literature
Lessa Pelayo-Lozada writes: “At ALA
Midwinter in Philadelphia, the conversation
about people of color in youth literature
migrated from the convention center to the
Karma Cafe for the Asian Pacific American
Librarians Association dinner. The event
featured a discussion with authors Soman
Chainani and Ellen Oh, moderated by HarperCollins Children’s Books
Editorial Director Phoebe Yeh (right). Both authors started off
describing their works and the process behind their stories.”...
YALSA The Hub, Mar. 4

The novel that predicted Russia’s
invasion of Crimea
Michael Idov writes: “Written in 1979, Vassily
Aksyonov’s The Island of Crimea imagines an
alternative history (abetted by alternative geography—
Crimea is a peninsula) wherein the Russian Civil War
ends with the tsarist forces able to hold onto this
southern scrap of the old empire. Skip forward 60
years, and Crimea is a booming Hong Kong to the
USSR’s China. In the US, where the book came out in
1983 (in Michael Henry Heim’s translation), it was rather expectedly
read as a dissident tract.”...
New Yorker: Page-Turner, Mar. 3

http://theunquietlibrarian.wordpress.com/2014/02/27/revisiting-book-tasting-to-support-readers/
http://theunquietlibrarian.wordpress.com/2012/02/09/book-tasting-tweaks-late-winter-2012/
http://www.yalsa.ala.org/thehub/2014/02/28/happy-birthday-robert-sean-leonard/
http://www.yalsa.ala.org/thehub/2014/03/04/ala-midwinter-2014-authors-weigh-in-on-diversity-in-youth-literature/
http://www.newyorker.com/online/blogs/books/2014/03/the-great-1979-novel-that-predicts-russias-crimea-invasion.html
http://www.newyorker.com/online/blogs/books/2014/03/the-great-1979-novel-that-predicts-russias-crimea-invasion.html
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Read 1,000 words a
minute with Spritz
Carey Dunne writes: “A new
technology called Spritz claims
to have figured out a way to
turn us into speed-readers. By flashing words onto a single point on a
screen, much like watching TV, Spritz says it will double your reading
speed. In an attempt to redesign reading—and rename it ‘spritzing’—
the company streams one word at a time at speeds varying between
250 and 1,000 words per minute. Words are centered around an
Optimal Recognition Point in a special display called the Redicle.”...
Co.Design, Mar. 3

Does anyone read books the right
way anymore?
Charlie Jane Anders writes: “And I’m not talking
about paper versus digital. I’m talking about
curling up with a good book, for hours. Sitting in
a hammock, or in a chair by the fire, just totally
pulled into a book. Is the long, totally focused
book-reading session a thing of the past? And
does this mean we’re getting less immersed in
our stories? There are plenty of signs that the
way we’re reading books is changing. Not because of ebooks per se,
but because our lives and relationships with technology are
changing.”...
io9, Mar. 3

10 authors who ignored the basic
rules of punctuation
May Huang writes: “While the majority of
sentences in published texts (including this article)
depend on punctuation to make sense, the literary
world is nonetheless no stranger to great writers
who have famously forgone punctuation
conventions and gotten away with it. Here are 10
writers whose usage of punctuation (or lack
thereof) has both bewildered and impressed readers.”...
Qwiklit, Mar. 5

Novel First Lines will tweet first sentences
Twitter user Dylan Smith has started a new Twitter account called
Novel First Lines, on which he will tweet the first line of a novel every
day for a year, starting March 1. So far tweets have included the first
sentences of Chromos by Felipe Alfau, Post Office by Charles
Bukowski, The Go-Between by L. P. Hartley, and Still Life With
Woodpecker by Tom Robbins....
GalleyCat, Mar. 3

12 books that end mid-sentence
Gabe Habash writes: “Way back before The Sopranos
made people angry or confused for cutting to black
out of nowhere, books were messing with the heads of
readers by daring to not use a period as the last
typeset keystroke on the very last page. Here are 12
books that have no need for the standard last
punctuation mark.” Franz Kafka’s The Castle (1926)
ends: “She held out her trembling hand to K. and had
him sit down beside her, she spoke with great
difficulty, it was difficult to understand her, but what she said”...

http://www.fastcodesign.com/3027008/how-spritz-redesigned-reading-letting-you-scan-1000-words-a-minute
http://www.fastcodesign.com/3027008/how-spritz-redesigned-reading-letting-you-scan-1000-words-a-minute
http://www.spritzinc.com/
http://io9.com/does-anybody-read-books-the-right-way-any-more-1531836064
http://io9.com/does-anybody-read-books-the-right-way-any-more-1531836064
http://qwiklit.com/2014/03/05/top-10-authors-who-ignored-the-basic-rules-of-punctuation/
http://qwiklit.com/2014/03/05/top-10-authors-who-ignored-the-basic-rules-of-punctuation/
http://www.mediabistro.com/galleycat/novel-first-lines-will-tweet-first-sentences-of-novels-for-a-year_b83227
https://twitter.com/novelfirstlines
http://blogs.publishersweekly.com/blogs/PWxyz/2014/03/04/12-books-that-end-mid-sentence/
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Publishers Weekly: PWxyz, Mar. 4

Go back to the Top

Tips & Ideas

Change the conversation at SXSWi
Some of the best parts of South by Southwest
Interactive in Austin, Texas, are the
connections and conversations you have daily
with other attendees. Between the parties, the
lines, the sessions, and the shuttles, there are
many opportunities to engage in some great
idea sharing. Here are a few conversation
starters for when you’re out and about that
may help get attendees thinking about libraries and librarians in new,
exciting ways. Change the conversation about libraries one interaction
at a time....
sxswLAM, Feb. 26

Librarians are major tech
players at SXSWi
John Chrastka writes: “Representatives
from ALA and other library organizations
are attending South by Southwest
Interactive and will be represented at the
Innovative booth for libraries (#1036).
Libraries continue to be the original
coworking space and are evolving as drivers of the technology
ecosystem. Librarians are leveraging their libraries as showrooms to
get products into the hands of consumers. Here are several examples
of libraries and librarians on the cutting-edge of tech.” More SXSWi
librarian links here and here....
EveryLibrary Blog, Mar. 5; SXSW, Feb. 13; Urban Librarians Unite, Feb. 10

OCLC partners with FamilySearch
OCLC and FamilySearch International are
working together to share data between
WorldCat and the FamilySearch Catalog to provide more resources for
improved genealogy research. More than 1 million FamilySearch
genealogical records are now discoverable in WorldCat, and links to
WorldCat are now available on FamilySearch.org. Many FamilySearch
records in WorldCat represent large collections of vital information,
such as birth and death records from localities all over the world. If
they are digital, the records link back to FamilySearch.org where they
can be viewed online....
OCLC, Mar. 4

Eight places to do city directory
research online
Kenneth R. Marks writes: “City directories
are the next best thing to census records. I
became excited about San Francisco city
directories when I had a Footnote (now
Fold3) subscription many years ago. They
had a nice collection of older San Francisco
directories. Then I moved to the Internet
Archive, which has a nice page-flipping feature that makes it easy to
look for specific surnames once you select a specific city directory

http://schedule.sxsw.com/2014/events/event_IAP20229
http://www.sxswlam.org/change-conversation
http://sxsw.com/interactive
http://sxsw.com/interactive
http://everylibrary.org/libraries_and_sxsw/
http://everylibrary.org/libraries_and_sxsw/
http://sxsw.com/interactive/news/2014/2014-sxsw-interactive-session-spotlight-we-will-not-be-shushed-guerrilla
http://urbanlibrariansunite.org/2014/02/10/a-librarians-manifesto-to-sxsw-interactive/
http://www.oclc.org/en-US/news/releases/2014/201410dublin.html
http://www.theancestorhunt.com/1/post/2014/02/8-places-to-do-online-city-directory-research.html
http://www.theancestorhunt.com/1/post/2014/02/8-places-to-do-online-city-directory-research.html
http://www.fold3.com/
https://archive.org/
https://archive.org/
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publication. I also discovered Don’s List.”...
The Ancestor Hunt, Feb. 24

Chat reference tip
Joe Hardenbrook writes: “We get over 25% of
our reference questions through chat and the
number grows every year. I spend a lot of time
guiding students to the right library databases
and brainstorming keywords with them. I’ve
come to rely on the ability to share permanent
URLs of search results from our library
databases, the largest of which are EBSCO and
ProQuest.”...
Mr. Library Dude, Mar. 4

Gale expands its product line
Reference publisher Gale has expanded its product and services
initiatives, adding new collections and science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics content from partners. As a part of the
expansion Gale will now provide STEM ebook collections from Springer
and Elsevier through the Gale Virtual Reference Library. The company
has also launched 70 new ebook collections covering STEM,
humanities, and social sciences, as well as general-interest topics like
travel and do-it-yourself....
Gale Cengage Learning, Mar. 3

A librarian’s look at afterschool
programs
Sara Bryce writes: “In February, the Afterschool
Alliance published a report titled Taking a Deeper
Dive into Afterschool: Positive Outcomes and Positive
Practices (PDF file). There are four factors the
alliance points out that are hallmarks of quality
afterschool programs: strong program design, staff
quality, effective partnerships, and program
evaluation/improvement. What really interested me when reading this
study was its approach to strong program design.”...
Bryce Don’t Play, Mar. 3

Get ready for a Long Night
Ilka Datig and Luise Herkner write: “In an
effort to encourage study and to provide
students with research and writing help, the
New York University Abu Dhabi Library and
Writing Center began collaborating in the fall
of 2012 to organize a Long Night Against
Procrastination. The event consisted of more
than seven hours of students working and
rushing around us, coming to workshops and tutorials, asking
questions about writing and citations, and enjoying desk yoga and
brief dance parties. Our two Long Nights have been quite successful,
which is why we encourage other libraries and writing centers to give
it a try.”...
College and Research Libraries News 75, no. 3 (Mar.): 128–131

10 changes a school library must consider
Meris Stansbury writes: “How can school libraries support an
increasingly digital education? According to Michelle Luhtala, head
librarian at New Canaan (Conn.) High School, there are roughly 10
changes library administrations should make to keep up with schools’

http://www.donslist.net/PGHLookups/DirM.htm
http://mrlibrarydude.wordpress.com/2014/03/04/chat-reference-tip-sharing-permanent-urls-for-searches/
http://news.cengage.com/library-research/gale-expands-product-strategy-and-bolsters-publishing-program-to-address-critical-library-needs/
http://brycedontplay.blogspot.com/2014/03/are-your-programs-safe-librarian-look.html
http://brycedontplay.blogspot.com/2014/03/are-your-programs-safe-librarian-look.html
http://afterschoolalliance.org/documents/Deeper_Dive_into_Afterschool.pdf
http://crln.acrl.org/content/75/3/128.full
http://www.eschoolnews.com/2014/03/03/school-library-digital-888/


AL Direct, March 5, 2014

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2014/march/030514-2.htm[7/16/2014 3:20:53 PM]

digital transition.”...
eSchool News, Mar. 3

Google Maps Gallery debuts
Dara Kerr writes: “Ever wanted to know
the best escape route out of a city in case
of an emergency? How about which of the
world’s coral reefs are in the greatest
danger? Or the exact route of the Lewis
and Clark expedition in 1804–1806 (right)?
All of these maps are now far easier to
find because of a feature Google launched
February 27 called Google Maps Gallery.
This gallery is full of interactive digital maps from a variety of
businesses, governments, and nonprofit organizations.” Other
interesting maps in the gallery are internet users, Mars, roads of
North America, and energy consumption....
CNET News, Feb. 27; Google Official Enterprise Blog, Feb. 27

Libraries and literacy in San
Joaquin County
The Library and Literacy Foundation for
San Joaquin County, California, in
collaboration with the Stockton–San Joaquin County Public Library,
has secured a Creative Work Fund grant that will create a
photographic documentary of libraries and literacy efforts in the
county. Titled “Raising Literacy,” the project will feature the artistic
expertise of Robert Dawson, one of America’s leading documentary
photographers and the author of Public Library: A Photographic Essay
(forthcoming in April)....
Stockton–San Joaquin County (Calif.) Public Library, Feb. 27

Producing and performing a Skype
interview
Michael Rodriguez writes: “Skype interviews are
my favorite. As fewer employers can afford to fly
candidates around, Skype is displacing face-to-
face interviews at all stages of candidacy. With
Skyping, you need not worry about traffic,
handshakes, hard chairs, or what to order for
lunch. Skype interviews place you in control of
your environment and performance to a significant degree—and this is
pressure of the productive sort.”...
Hack Library School, Feb. 27

Hmong virtual library expands
The Hmong Cultural Center in Saint Paul, Minnesota, is planning a
major expansion and enhancement of its Hmong Studies Virtual
Library. The library contains the links to full-text books, research
articles, and published reports related to Hmong studies and
Southeast Asian American studies. The center has added 19 Hmong-
language documents on Hmong culture and history....
Asian American Press, Mar. 2

Jefferson Parish launches
monthly video magazine
On March 1, the Jefferson Parish (La.)
Library launched a monthly video news
program, JPL Now, that showcases
programs and services in the 16-branch

http://news.cnet.com/8301-1023_3-57619703-93/google-maps-gallery-debuts-as-webs-interactive-digital-atlas/
http://maps.google.com/gallery/details?id=z0DdY6coD8EA.kPzYA1qgR4lw&hl=en
http://maps.google.com/gallery/details?id=zkS76vvBohaU.kq61o6crKMoY&hl=en
http://maps.google.com/gallery/details?id=zkS76vvBohaU.kq61o6crKMoY&hl=en
http://maps.google.com/gallery/details?id=zDoXIAU5tGiw.kVlXJF2u9HqE&hl=en
http://maps.google.com/gallery/details?id=zDoXIAU5tGiw.kVlXJF2u9HqE&hl=en
http://googleenterprise.blogspot.com/2014/02/introducing-google-maps-gallery.html
http://maps.google.com/gallery/?hl=en
http://maps.google.com/gallery/details?id=z8hzujMV2-Do.kNJsfRrXZCgU&hl=en
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http://maps.google.com/gallery/details?id=z4f-ZuCLmiKg.kO-YaaQMPbSY&hl=en
http://maps.google.com/gallery/details?id=z4f-ZuCLmiKg.kO-YaaQMPbSY&hl=en
http://maps.google.com/gallery/details?id=z4f-ZuCLmiKg.kBDTJsuu6VAQ&hl=en
http://ssjcpl.org/news/programs/default.html
http://ssjcpl.org/news/programs/default.html
http://hacklibschool.wordpress.com/2014/02/27/skype/
http://hacklibschool.wordpress.com/2014/02/27/skype/
http://aapress.com/ethnicity/hmong/hmong-cultural-center-virtual-library-expansion/
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http://vimeo.com/87813072
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system. Hosted by staffers Brian
Meibaum and Jennifer Dumas, the March
episode (8:15) features the teen gaming program at the Belle Terre
branch and a behind-the-scenes look at the Friends of the Jefferson
Public Library as they prepare for their Big Book Sale in April....
Vimeo, March 1

The Public Domain Review
Angela Terrab writes: “Like an iceberg, the
public domain is massive, and most of it is
hidden from sight. Luckily, this iceberg has a
team of explorers dedicated to mapping its
extent. The Public Domain Review is a
godsend for anyone who knows that the
public domain is full of great content waiting
to be discovered and utilized. It is a slick, beautiful site that draws
from digital archives across the world to bring viewers a well-
organized, curated look at the best the public domain has to offer.”...
The Library As Incubator Project, Mar. 4

Go back to the Top

American Libraries Magazine, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago, IL 60611
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American Libraries Online

When library workers expand
their horizons
Megan Hodge writes: “A superior way to
innovate is to gather a varied mix of
people to think about problems and solutions in much the same way
that variety enhances a species gene pool. But getting everyone from
frontline staff up to administrators on board and actively innovating is
time-consuming and could disrupt the daily functions of a library. This
time must be managed somehow, and indeed there is a way.”...
American Libraries feature

Dispatches from the Field: One
product, many users
John G. Dove writes: “In creating reference products
for libraries, a publisher must consider the design,
usability, and appeal of the product for students and
patrons, as well as its ease of administration by the library staff. So a
deciding factor in how well a product’s design will do in both large and
small academic libraries is its ease of use and ability to integrate with
other library resources. Two e-resources that stand out in this regard
are Birds of North America and The Encyclopedia of Life.”...
American Libraries column, Mar./Apr.

Maker meetup at SXSW
Ann Awakuni writes: “On the eve of SXSW,
a group of librarians and I attended a
maker meetup hosted by the Austin Mini
Maker Faire at the Thinkery, an Austin
children’s museum. Adults of all ages
engaged in crafts, water exhibits, shadow
art, and oversized Lite Brite–like designs before listening to a brief
address by Dale Dougherty, founder of Maker Media (Make
magazine).” More photos of SXSW fun can be found here....
AL: The Scoop, Mar. 10

 

2014 Annual
Conference and
Exhibition, Las Vegas,
June 26–July 1. Vote
before March 31 for the
40 Conversation Starters
and Ignite sessions you
want to hear. Your
colleagues will inspire you
with their passions,
innovations, and creative
solutions.
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SXSW Day One
Mary Abler writes: “Librarians from all
over the country have landed in Austin,
Texas, for SXSW Interactive, a five-day
conference of tech professionals and
venture capitalists, startups and
entrepreneurs, gamers and makers, and
everything in between. My day started
March 7 at the Library #IDEAdrop House, a project of Bonnie and
Sandy Tijerina of ER&L (Electronic Resources and Libraries), who
rented a house with the goal of bringing some of the conversations
happening at SXSW to a library-themed living-room space.”...
AL: The Scoop, Mar. 10

SXSW: Conversing in Lo-Fi 
Ann Awakuni writes: “Sometimes the best way
to think outside the box is to look inside other
people’s boxes. So I participated in a session
titled ‘Library Machines: A Lo-Fi Design
Conversation,’ with presenters (right) Jeff
Goldenson, a designer in Harvard Library’s
Innovation Lab, and Sidsel Bech-Petersen of
Aarhus Public Library in Denmark. A library machine is ‘a mechanically
or electronically operated device for performing library functions. It
may be an experience, instrument, application, or efficiency.’”...
AL: The Scoop, Mar. 11

SXSW: Days Two through Four
Mary Abler writes: “For those that have
never been to SXSW Interactive, the first
thing to know is that it is massive. There
are more than 15 conference locations, 500
sessions, and 30,000 attendees. And that
doesn’t take into account the unofficial
events, the lounges, and the parties.
Basically, it’s a conference on steroids. It’s easy to get overwhelmed
and easy to find a connection, new idea, or free drink around every
corner. What is hard is trying to boil my experiences and interactions
down into a few blog posts, but I will try.”...
AL: The Scoop, Mar. 12

AL Live: The present and future of ebooks
Sue Polanka, ebook expert and coeditor of the new journal eContent
Quarterly, will lead “The Present and Future of Ebooks,” an interactive
discussion featuring an all-star panel that includes Jamie LaRue, Troy
Juliar, Jeff Metz, and Yoav Lorch. Tune in at 2 p.m. Eastern time on
March 13 for this free, streaming video broadcast....
American Libraries, Feb. 24
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ALA News

Guide to the 2014 ALA elections
As ALA gears up for its 2014 elections, an electronic
election guide is once again available to help inform
members about the candidates and the election
process. Your Guide to the 2014 ALA Elections (in flip
book or PDF format) contains general information

Libraries 
on Film

A Tale of Winter
[Conte d’hiver]
(1992, France). Loic
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about the ALA presidency, recent ALA presidential
initiatives, and biographical information about the
two presidential candidates. Information about the
ALA Council, recent Council actions, and links to
information about this year’s 72 Council candidates
is also provided....
Office of ALA Governance, Mar. 7

Slate for 2014 FTRF trustee election
The Freedom to Read Foundation Nominating Committee has slated
11 candidates for the 2014 FTRF board of trustees election. Five
trustees will be elected to two-year terms in this spring’s election.
Ballots will be mailed April 1 to all current FTRF members....
Freedom to Read Foundation, Mar. 11

Free webinar on partnerships 
“Strategic Library Partnerships” focuses on successful partnerships
between library types and local government, business communities,
and community groups. Learn how successful partnerships help
libraries of all types further their mission, expand their reach, increase
their impact, and meet their goals. Speakers include Tammy
Westergard, Sue Kowalski, and Rebekkah Smith Aldrich. Registration
is mandatory for this free March 24 webinar and limited to the first
100 participants who arrive in the virtual room....
Office for Library Advocacy, Mar. 11

Vote for the Annual Conference talks you want
Public voting is now open through March 31 to determine which 40
talks in two formats will be added to this year’s ALA Annual
Conference program from the 95 submissions received. Conversation
Starter talks are fast-paced 45-minute sessions; you can vote for
them here. Ignite sessions give presenters exactly five minutes to
share what they’re most passionate about in the library world; vote
for them here. The public votes will be weighted for 30% of the
selection process....
Conference Services, Mar. 5

Outstanding conference
opportunities in June
Next Library brings its mission of driving
innovation to the US for the first time June 20–25
in Chicago (right before the 2014 ALA Annual
Conference in Las Vegas, allowing attendees the
chance to catch both events). “Next Library 2014: Accelerate
Learning” will reflect the reality that learning in the 21st century is a
means of individual empowerment, community well-being, and social
change. Continuing the focus on transformation and innovation, topics
high on the agenda at the ALA Annual Conference, June 26–July 1,
include ebooks, digital content, participatory community engagement,
leadership, emerging trends, makerspaces, and library-led content
creation....
Next Library

ALA supports civil liberties in amicus brief

(Hervé Furic) is a Paris
librarian to whom
Félicie (Charlotte Véry)
is intellectually
attracted.

Tales from the Crypt
(August 19, 1992, TV
series), “Maniac at
Large.” Timid librarian
Margaret (Blythe
Danner) becomes
obsessed with a serial
killer and believes that
she is his next victim.

Tambourine, Drum
[Buben, baraban]
(2009, Russia).
Depressed librarian
Katya (Natalya
Negoda) steals books
from the library and
sells them on trains.

Tangled (2001). Jane
Moffat plays a
librarian.

This AL Direct feature
describes hundreds of films
(and some TV shows) in
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On March 11, ALA and the Internet Archive filed an amicus brief (PDF
file) in David Leon Riley v. State of California and United States v.
Brima Wurie, two Supreme Court cases examining the constitutionality
of cell phone searches after police arrests. In the amicus brief, both
nonprofit organizations argue that warrantless cell phone searches
violate privacy principles protected by the Fourth Amendment....
ALA Office for Information Technology Policy, Mar. 11

Showcase your bookmobile
As libraries gear up to celebrate the fifth National
Bookmobile Day on April 16, they can now share
what makes their bookmobile special through the
“Why We Love Our Bookmobile” YouTube video
celebration. Libraries across the country are invited
to submit videos on the National Bookmobile Day
YouTube channel that highlight the essential library
services that bookmobiles and their dedicated staff provide every day,
in communities large and small. Find submission guidelines and
instructions here....
Office for Literacy and Outreach Services, Mar. 11

2014 Diversity and Outreach Fair
The Office for Literacy and Outreach Services invites library
professionals from all types of institutions to submit proposals to
participate in the 2014 Diversity and Outreach Fair, to be held at the
ALA Annual Conference in Las Vegas on June 28. The fair is an
opportunity to share successful diversity and outreach initiatives with
conference attendees, celebrate diversity in America’s libraries, and
exhibit ideas on “diversity in action.” Applications will be accepted
through May 15....
Office for Literacy and Outreach Services, Mar. 11

Sarah Ostman joins public programs staff
Sarah Ostman (right) has joined the staff of the Public
Programs Office as communications manager. Among
Ostman’s responsibilities are managing and editing The
Programming Librarian website and newsletter,
managing social media, and handling media and
communications needs for PPO grant projects, including
the Libraries Transforming Communities initiative....
Public Programs Office, Mar. 11

RDA for music
ALA Editions, in partnership with the Music Library
Association, will host a 90-minute workshop, “RDA
for Music: Popular Music, Jazz, and World Music
Audio Recordings” with Tracey Snyder and Kevin
Kishimoto on April 17. The presenters will teach the
basics of cataloging popular music, jazz, and world
music audio recordings using RDA. Registration for
this workshop is available on the ALA Store....
ALA Editions, Mar. 10

New edition of Reference Sources
Focusing on new reference sources published since
2008 and reference titles that have retained their
relevance, the new eighth edition of Reference
Sources for Small and Medium-Sized Libraries,
published by ALA Editions, brings this complete and
authoritative guide fully up to date. Containing

which libraries and librarians
are featured, from 1912 to
the present. The full list is a
Web Extra associated with
The Whole Library
Handbook 5, edited by
George M. Eberhart and
published by ALA Editions.
You can browse the films on
our Libraries on Film
Pinterest board.

Career Leads
from

Executive Director,
Conservation Center for
Art and Historic
Artifacts, Philadelphia.
The center seeks a
chief executive officer
to lead CCAHA and
provide for its
continued growth and
success through the
management of all
operations, maintaining
the highest levels of
productivity, integrity,
and quality. CCAHA has
a professional staff of
33, an annual operating
budget of $3 million,
and undertakes
documentation and
conservation treatment
of works of art on
paper, photographs,
documents, and books.
CCAHA addresses
pressing preservation
challenges facing
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sources selected and annotated by a team of public
and academic librarians led by editor Jack O’Gorman,
the works included have been chosen for value and
expertise in specific subject areas....
ALA Editions, Mar. 12

Baby storytime magic
The first five years of life are key for brain
development and early literacy, and though many
public libraries have instituted baby and toddler
programs, finding exciting materials that go beyond
nursery rhymes can be a challenge. Written by
bestselling authors Kathy MacMillan and Christine
Kirker, Baby Storytime Magic: Active Early Literacy
Through Bounces, Rhymes, Tickles, and More,
published by ALA Editions, is a treasure trove of
new and exciting ideas for programs....
ALA Editions, Mar. 12

The 1894 ALA Annual Conference in Lake
Placid
Larry Nix writes: “Following its extremely successful annual
conference in 1893 at the Chicago World’s Fair, ALA met in
1894 at Lake Placid, New York. Melvil Dewey had pushed to
hold the conference in this resort community located in the
lake country of the Adirondack Mountains. He had an ulterior
motive. Dewey and his wife, Annie, had purchased land in the
area with the intent of creating a private retreat for librarians
and other professionals. The ALA conference was a perfect
opportunity for showcasing the beauty of the area.”...
Library History Buff Blog, Mar. 11; Apr. 10, 2013

Go back to the Top

Featured review: Adult fiction 
Iles, Greg. Natchez Burning. May 2014. 800p.
Morrow, hardcover (978-0-06-231110-7).
It’s been half a decade since Iles’s last Penn
Cage novel, but, oh boy, was it worth the
wait. Penn, still getting his feet under him
after being elected mayor of Natchez,

museums, libraries,
archives, artists, and
collectors through
innovative educational
programming, on-site
consultations,
scholarship, and public
advocacy....

@ More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week

The Alaska, Western
Canada and United
States Collection is a
digital library of
historic photographs
documenting the
geographic area of
Alaska, the Pacific
Northwest, the Yukon
Territory, and British
Columbia curated by
the University of
Washington Libraries.
The collection features
images of Oregon,
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Mississippi, is shocked to learn that his
father, Dr. Tom Cage, is about to be charged
with murder in the death of a local woman, a
nurse who worked with Dr. Cage back in the
1960s. Stymied by his father’s refusal to discuss the case,
Penn digs into the past to uncover the truth and discovers
long-buried secrets about his community and his own family.
Natchez Burning (the title is surely a nod to the infamous
“Mississippi Burning” murder case of the 1960s, and others
like it) is the first of a planned trilogy. The story ends in mid-
stride, leaving us on the edge of our seats, but that’s not a
criticism. This beautifully written novel represents some of the
author’s finest work, with sharper characterizations and a
story of especially deep emotional resonance, and we eagerly
await volume two....

RA at PLA
Joyce Saricks writes: “It’s that
time again. As I write this, the
biennial Public Library Association
Conference is just around the corner. Those of us who are
fortunate enough to attend get up early, go to programs, dine
with big-name authors, and religiously walk the exhibit floor,
picking up information on all things new (plus a few galleys).
PLA is a place to learn and to share ideas, and it’s a great
venue to pick up book buzz—in programs, from vendors, and
from fellow librarians who, like our patrons, love to share
books. Those of us involved more in RA training than in
working a service desk see a conference like this as a twofer—
we learn about new books in all their formats, and we have a
chance to practice talking about them with skilled
librarians.”...

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

Go back to the Top

Las Vegas Update

Las Vegas on a budget
Lucy Dodsworth writes: “Las Vegas
probably isn’t most people’s idea of a
budget destination. You could easily
spend a fortune in the city’s five-star
hotels, A-list nightclubs, Michelin-starred
restaurants, and designer boutiques. But
you don’t need to rob a casino (Ocean’s
Eleven–style) to enjoy a trip to Las Vegas. Sin City is still doable if
you’re on a budget. I spent 10 days in the city last spring and
maximized the fun without spending too much. Here are my top tips
for saving money on everything from entertainment and transport to

Idaho, and areas of
interest in Alaska and
the Yukon Territory
relating to the Gold
Rush of 1898–1900.
Included also are
images of mining
activities, street
scenes, Inuit and
Native Americans of
the region, hunting
and fishing,
transportation, and
World War II
installations.

Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site, Check out
our Featured Digital
Libraries Pinterest board.

Noted and
Quoted

”I know the jokes.
Do I have my hair in
a bun? With a pencil
thrust through it?
But we have to
admonish; we have
to shush. We have
few funds and can’t
replace books
readily, so we must
be particular. And we
haven’t the space to
keep duplicates.
We’ve got to sell
them off, you know.
Send them on their
way. Patrons are
always giving us
duplicates. Miss
Moss is in charge of
the poor things, as
well as the old folks
and the orphans.
Sometimes I think
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food and nightlife.”...
On the Luce, Mar. 10

UNLV library open house
The University of Nevada, Las Vegas,
University Libraries invite you to an Open
House on June 27 where you can explore the
facilities and chat with faculty and staff
during ALA Annual Conference. Highlights
include in-depth building tours, concentrating
on space enhancement projects and new
learning environments, as well as information on the libraries’
educational role on campus. The Special Collections division will also
be open for visits in the morning. Round-trip transportation will be
provided. Register to ensure a spot....
University of Nevada, Las Vegas

Tornado water ride 
If you are bringing kids to Annual
Conference, help them beat the Las
Vegas summer heat at the city’s new
Tornado water ride at Wet ’n’ Wild Las
Vegas, 7055 South Fort Apache Road,
which will open on Memorial Day. The
new ride is described as a “natural storm experience,” except this
involves churning water, not Midwest plains. Visitors spin through a
110-foot tunnel before being thrust into the storm where they’ll be
swirled and slammed about....
Los Angeles Times: Deals & News, Mar. 10

Division News

Día Family Book Club Curriculum
ALSC has announced the release of the Día Family
Book Club Curriculum. As an extension of El día de
los niños / El día de los libros (Children’s Day /
Book Day), the book club is a reading program that
engages children and families in the shared reading
and discussion of contemporary children’s literature
that reflects our common plurality. Lesson plans
are available to download and print for free
through the Día website....
ALSC, Mar. 11

2014 Great Books Giveaway
YALSA has named Yakima Nation Library in Toppenish, Washington,
the recipient of its annual Great Books Giveaway. Due to the large
volume of donations this past year, YALSA was able to name two
additional runners-up: Hilltop Pregnant Minors High School in San
Francisco and Covington (Tex.) Independent School District. The
libraries will receive books, audiobooks, and other materials donated
to YALSA from publishers and producers in 2013....
YALSA, Mar. 12

ACRL presidential candidates forum
The 2014 candidates for ACRL vice-president / president-elect will
participate in an open online forum at 11 a.m. Central time on March
17. Ann Campion Riley and Rickey Best will discuss their platforms
and vision for ACRL and answer questions from the audience. Access

she is a faint late
duplicate herself.”

—William H. Gass, Middle C
(Knopf, 2013), pp. 173–174.

@ More quotes...

Calendar

Apr. 1–3:
Association for
Information and
Image Management,
Annual Conference,
Hyatt Regency Grand
Cypress, Orlando.
“Information
Opportunity vs.
Information Chaos.”

Apr. 4–5:
Futures of Book
History, conference,
William Andrews Clark
Memorial Library,
University of California,
Los Angeles.

Apr. 7:
Publishing for Digital
Minds Conference,
Queen Elizabeth
Conference Centre,
London.

Apr. 7–8:
1st National Personal
Librarian and First
Year Experience
Library Conference,
Kelvin Smith Library,
Case Western Reserve
University, Cleveland.

Apr. 7–19:
Hartford Public
Library, “Hartford
Loves Poetry” citywide
celebration, Hartford,
Connecticut.

May 1–2:
“The Future of
Libraries: Do We
Have Five Years to
Live?” an institute for
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to the forum will be available approximately 15 minutes before the
start time through Adobe Connect....
ACRL, Mar. 7

Host sites chosen for Scholarly
Communication road show
ACRL has selected five sites from 14
applications to host the workshop “Scholarly
Communication: From Understanding to
Engagement” as road show events April 11–
July 18: Michigan State, Baylor, Council of
Atlantic University Libraries, CSU San Marcos, and the University of
Mississippi. Recognizing that scholarly communication issues are
central to the work of all academic librarians and all types of
institutions, ACRL is underwriting the bulk of the costs of delivering
this proven content by sending expert presenters on the road....
ACRL, Mar. 10

Free webinar offers job interview tips
LLAMA will present “Interviewing Tips to Get a Job” on
April 9. This free webinar, taught by Sharon Holderman
(right), coordinator of public services at Tennessee
Technological University in Cookeville, will help prepare
participants for interviewing and offer insight into the
interviewing process from the employer’s viewpoint. It
will include examples of interviewing behavior and
questions/answers to illustrate how to best prepare for impressing
potential employers....
LLAMA, Mar. 11

PLA webinar series on supervisory skills
PLA is offering special programming for public library supervisors,
whether new, experienced, or anticipatory. The two-part webinar
series, “Supervise with Success,” on March 26 and April 2, will offer
attendees ideas to achieve excellent results from staff, to recognize
gaps in their own supervisory skills, and to learn how to fill those
gaps. The instructor is Catherine Hakala-Ausperk. The deadline to
register is March 24....
PLA, Mar. 11

LITA preconferences
LITA is offing three full-day preconferences on June 27 before the ALA
Annual Conference in Las Vegas. The topics are managing data,
Linked Data, and web therapy. To register for any of these events,
you can include them with your initial conference registration or add
them later using the unique link in your email confirmation....
LITA, Mar. 10

Getting started with GIS
LITA is offering a web course on “Getting Started with
GIS,” presented by Eva Dodsworth, geospatial data
services librarian at the University of Waterloo Map
Library in Ontario, and is based on her LITA Guide of
the same name. The course will run April 21–May 11
and will consist of weekly asynchronous lectures and
modules in Moodle. No previous mapping or GIS
experience is necessary. For registration information,
visit the LITA website....
LITA, Mar. 10

CEOs and university
and college librarians
and their senior staff.
Fairmont Royal York,
Toronto, Ontario.

May 7–9:
Schools, Health, and
Libraries Broadband
Coalition, Annual
Conference, Marriott
Marquis Hotel,
Washington, D.C.
“Anchor Institutions,
Gigabit Networks,
Digital Communities.”

May 8–10:
Library Orientation
Exchange, Annual
Conference, Amway
Grand Plaza Hotel,
Grand Rapids,
Michigan. “Creative
Visualization: The Art
of Information
Literacy.”

May 10–14:
Seminar on the
Acquisition of Latin
American Library
Materials, Annual
Conference, Radisson
Downtown, Salt Lake
City. “Family, Local,
and Micro-Regional
Histories and Their
Impact on
Understanding
Ourselves.”

May 17–20:
Acquisitions
Institute, Timberline
Lodge, Mount Hood,
Oregon.

May 18:
The Whole Megillah
Seminar on Jewish
Story, Temple Emanu-
El, New York City.

May 18–20:
Virginia Library
Association,
Paraprofessional
Forum, Richmond,
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Setting a course for social media success
LITA will offer a two-hour webinar, “All Aboard, the Party’s Starting!
Setting a Course for Social Media Success,” presented by Mary Anne
Hansen, Doralyn Rossmann, Angela Tate, and Scott Young of Montana
State University Library on April 2. For registration information, visit
the LITA website....
LITA, Mar. 10

Go back to the Top

Awards & Grants

ALA names Patricia Glass Schuman an
honorary member
Patricia Glass Schuman (right) was elected to honorary
membership in ALA, the Association’s highest honor, in
action taken by the ALA Council at during 2014
Midwinter Meeting in Philadelphia. Honorary
Membership is conferred in recognition of outstanding
contributions of lasting importance to libraries and
librarianship. Schuman was nominated in recognition of her dedication
to America’s right to know and to social justice, as she repeatedly
changed the culture of ALA and the perception the library profession
has of itself and its communication with the public....
Office of ALA Governance, Mar. 11

Freedman named Lippincott Award
winner
Maurice J. (Mitch) Freedman (right) is the winner of the
2014 Joseph W. Lippincott Award, which honors
distinguished service to the profession of librarianship.
Among the many achievements cited by those who
wrote in support of the nomination is his visionary
leadership. Freedman’s tireless advocacy for socially
responsible cataloging and library technologies and
processes has had a profound impact on our profession, nationally
and internationally....
Office of ALA Governance, Mar. 11

Herrera receives 2014 Peggy Sullivan
Award
The 2014 Peggy Sullivan Award for Public Library
Administrators Supporting Services to Children has
been awarded to Luis Herrera (right), San Francisco
Public Library’s city librarian. The award is presented
annually to an individual in a library administrator role
who has shown exceptional understanding and support
of public library service to children. Herrera was cited for his passion
and exceptional support for public library services to children in a
wide range and scope....
Office of ALA Governance, Mar. 10

Maxwell wins ABC-CLIO Award
Robert L. Maxwell (right) has won the 2014 ABC-CLIO
Award for the Best Book in Library Literature for
Maxwell’s Handbook for RDA: Resource Description and
Access, published by ALA Editions. This award
recognizes books that assist library professionals or
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information specialists in areas of management,
technique, and education. The book was selected for its
uniquely thorough, exhaustive approach not only as a
manual, but as a detailed explanatory guide....
Office of ALA Governance, Mar. 11

2014 Ross Atkinson Award
ALCTS has named Olivia Madison (right), dean of
libraries at Iowa State University, the 2014 recipient
of its Ross Atkinson Lifetime Achievement Award. The
award honors the memory of Ross Atkinson, a
distinguished library leader, author, and scholar.
Madison will receive a citation and a monetary award
of $3,000. For more than 35 years, Madison has
provided leadership at many levels within ALCTS and ALA....
ALCTS, Mar. 10

Hawkins receives Ulrich’s Serials
Librarianship Award
Les Hawkins (right) is the 2014 recipient of Ulrich’s
Serials Librarianship Award. Presented by the ALCTS
Continuing Resources Section, this award, consisting of
a citation and $1,500 donated by ProQuest’s Serials
Solutions unit, is given for distinguished contributions
to serials librarianship. The CONSER coordinator at the
Library of Congress, Hawkins is acknowledged for
building and fostering connections and enthusiastically supporting
serials standards, education, and innovation....
ALCTS, Mar. 11

ALCTS Outstanding Publication Award
ALCTS’s Outstanding Publication Award recipient for
2014 is Magda El-Sherbini (right) for her book RDA:
Strategies for Implementation (ALA Editions, 2013). The
Outstanding Publication Award is an annual award given
to honor the author or authors of the year’s
outstanding monograph, article, or original paper in the
field of technical services, including acquisitions, cataloging, collection
management, preservation, continuing resources, and related areas in
the library field....
ALCTS, Mar. 11

Marie Kennedy wins Ingram Coutts
Innovation Award
ALCTS has chosen Marie Kennedy (right), serials and
electronic resources librarian at Loyola Marymount
University’s William H. Hannon Library, as the 2014
recipient of the $2,000 Ingram Coutts Award for
Innovation in Electronic Resources Management. The
award recognizes significant and innovative
contributions to electronic collections management and development
practice....
ALCTS, Mar. 11
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2014 Movers & Shakers
Library Journal has announced its 2014
Movers & Shakers recognition. The 50
individuals honored this year are divided into advocates, change
agents, community builders, innovators, marketers, and tech leaders.
The Class of 2014 brings the total number of Movers to over 650....
Library Journal, Mar. 10

2014 Eli M. Oboler Award
Protecting Intellectual Freedom in Your Public Library:
Scenarios from the Front Lines (ALA, 2012) by June
Pinnell-Stephens has received the 2014 Eli M. Oboler
Memorial Award. The book details step by step how to
combat censorship and outlines in clear language why
intellectual freedom is a singularly important matter
facing all 21st-century libraries. The $500 award is
presented for the best published work in the area of
intellectual freedom....
Office for Intellectual Freedom, Mar. 10

2014 RBMS Leab Exhibition awards
The ACRL Rare Books and Manuscripts Section
has selected five winners and two honorable
mentions for the 2014 Katharine Kyes Leab and
Daniel J. Leab American Book Prices Current
Exhibition Awards. The awards recognize
outstanding printed exhibition catalogs, guides,
and electronic exhibitions. The Division One
(expensive) winner is the Bruce Peel Collections
Library at the University of Alberta for All Under
Heaven: The Chinese World in Maps, Pictures, and Texts from the
Collection of Floyd Sully....
ACRL, Mar. 7

YALSA Conference Scholarship Grant winners
YALSA has awarded the 2014 Baker & Taylor Conference Grants to
Jeanette Johnson and Lyndsey Runyan, and the Dorothy Broderick
Student Scholarship to Julia Hutchins. Each recipient will receive up to
$1,000 to attend the 2014 ALA Annual Conference in Las Vegas, June
26–July 1....
YALSA, Mar. 11

Apply for a Baker & Taylor Award
United for Libraries is accepting applications for the Baker & Taylor
Awards, given to Friends of the library groups and library foundations.
The awards will be given based on a specific project that took place or
culminated during the 2013 calendar year or for outstanding activities
by a Friends group or foundation during 2013. Each winning group
receives $1,000. Applications are due May 1....
United for Libraries, Mar. 11

2014 RBC Taylor Prize
The winner of the 2014 RBC Taylor Prize is Thomas
King for The Inconvenient Indian: A Curious Account
of Native People in North America (Doubleday
Canada). This is the 13th awarding of the prestigious
prize, which recognizes excellence in Canadian literary
nonfiction with a $25,000 reward. King’s book also
won the $40,000 British Columbia National Award for
Canadian Non-Fiction in February. King, who was born

American Libraries: 
ssinharoy@ala.org

Laurie D. Borman,
Editor and Publisher,
American Libraries:
lborman@ala.org

To advertise in American
Libraries Direct, contact: 

Doug Lewis:
dglewis@ala.org

Katie Bane:
kbane@ala.org

Send news and feedback:
aldirect@ala.org

AL Direct FAQ:
americanlibrariesmagazine
.org/aldirect

All links outside the ALA
website are provided for
informational purposes only.
Questions about the content
of any external site should
be addressed to the
administrator of that site.

American Libraries
50 E. Huron St.
Chicago, IL 60611
800-545-2433, 
ext. 4216

ISSN 1559-369X

http://lj.libraryjournal.com/2014/03/people/movers-shakers-2014/movers-shakers-2014
http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2014/03/protecting-intellectual-freedom-your-public-library-receives-2014-eli-m
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=3107
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=3107
http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2014/03/2014-rbms-leab-exhibition-award-winners
http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2014/03/johnson-runyan-and-hutchins-receive-yalsa-s-conference-scholarship-grants
http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2014/03/applications-united-libraries-baker-taylor-awards-due-may-1
http://www.ctvnews.ca/entertainment/guelph-s-thomas-king-wins-25-000-rbc-taylor-prize-1.1722553
mailto:ssinharoy@ala.org
mailto:lborman@ala.org
mailto:dglewis@ala.org
mailto:kbane@ala.org
mailto:aldirect@ala.org
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/aldirect
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/aldirect
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/


AL Direct, March 12, 2014

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2014/march/031214-2.htm[7/16/2014 3:21:06 PM]

in the US and is of Greek and Cherokee descent, is
also a novelist, short-story writer, screenwriter, and photographer....
CTV News, Mar. 10

American writer wins UK Folio Prize
A collection of short stories by the American writer
George Saunders was praised March 10 as truly
original and “absolutely of the moment” as it was
named the inaugural winner of the UK’s newest
literary prize for Tenth of December (Bloomsbury).
Saunders, a former Guardian columnist, became the
first winner of the £40,000 ($66,560 US) Folio prize,
an award created by people in the publishing industry
who felt frustrated by what they see as the
shortcomings of the Man Booker Prize....
The Guardian (UK), Mar. 10

2014 Blue Peter Book Awards
The winners of the 2014 Blue Peter Book Awards
were announced on March 6, World Book Day. The
Rooftoppers by Katherine Rundell (Faber and Faber)
won in the Best Story category, while Tony
Robinson won his second Blue Peter award, taking
the Best Book with Facts category with Weird World
of Wonders: World War 2 (Macmillan). Over 200
children from 10 schools across the UK read the
shortlisted books and voted for their favorites in
each category....
The Guardian (UK), Mar. 6

Academy of British Cover Design Awards
The winners, in 10 categories of books, of the
inaugural Academy of British Cover Design Awards
were announced March 6 at a ceremony in Hoxton,
UK. The winner in the Women’s Fiction category was
Yeti McCaldin for Instructions for a Heatwave by
Maggie O’Farrell (Headline). The winner in the Young
Adult category was Laura Brett for Tinder by Sally
Gardner (Orion), and the Mass Market winner was
Emma Rogers for The Scent of Death by Andrew
Taylor (HarperCollins)....
The Independent: Arts (UK), Mar. 7
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Mayor Nutter apologizes for cutting
library funds
Calling library closings the “absolute worst decision”
in his 20 years in elected office, Philadelphia Mayor
Michael Nutter (right) took time in his budget address
March 6 to apologize for the cuts he made in 2008.
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City Council “was right on this issue, and I’ve been determined to
correct my mistake ever since,” Nutter said after proposing a $2.5
million increase for the Free Library of Philadelphia. The new funding
would let the library system hire 43 people and keep all neighborhood
libraries open six days a week....
Philadelphia Inquirer, Mar. 8

Agencies probe Queens Library
spending
Queens (N.Y.) Library Director Thomas W. Galante
(right) is under investigation over reports that he
may have improperly used money designated for
improving the libraries in the system for costly
renovations to his personal office. The inquiry, by the
FBI, federal prosecutors, and New York City’s
Department of Investigation, will examine spending over the last
three years and possible personal ties to the construction contractor.
Galante came under fire at a March 11 budget hearing in City Hall
when he revealed the library would spend $30,000 on a public
relations campaign....
New York Times, Mar. 5, 11

S.C. House penalizes colleges for gay-
themed books 
The $70,000 in money taken away from two colleges
for assigning gay-themed books is a minuscule part of
South Carolina’s $24 billion budget next year. But an
effort to restore the money took up a majority of the
first day of deliberations over the state’s spending plan
in the South Carolina House on March 10.
Amendments sponsored by minority Democrats to give
back $52,000 to the College of Charleston and
$17,142 to the University of South Carolina–Upstate—the cost of the
reading programs—were rejected soundly in the GOP-controlled
House. The books in question are Fun Home by Alison Bechdel and
Out Loud: The Best of Rainbow Radio....
Columbia The State, Mar. 10

Penn plans to cut science and
math libraries
A plan by the University of Pennsylvania to
cut back on two of its branch libraries—one
for engineering and the other for math,
physics, and astronomy (right)—has yielded
an outcry from students and professors who say the books are critical
to their studies and research. The university cited a pressing need for
classroom and office space. Students turned in a petition with about
500 signatures, opposing the change in the math, physics, and
astronomy library. A second online petition against changes at both
libraries has garnered more than 400 signatures....
Philadelphia Inquirer, Mar. 10

Modesto ponders cutting school librarians
Modesto (Calif.) City Schools is poised to cut 29 full-time teaching
positions for next year, including 11.5 elementary school teacher-
librarians. MCS Board Vice President Amy Neumann said, “If approved
by our unions, library skills time will be replaced with computer
technical instruction from a credentialed teacher. This kind of
instruction is crucial to student success on the Common Core Smarter
Balance tests.”...
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Modesto (Calif.) Bee, Mar. 6

Teen sentenced for setting library fire
On July 6, 2013, Joseph Brannen showed up at the East Hernando
branch of the Hernando County (Fla.) Public Library clad in firefighting
gear as crews worked to douse a blaze that he later confessed to
having ignited. The fire caused extensive smoke and water damage
from the sprinklers. On March 7, the mentally ill 18-year-old wore an
orange jail jumpsuit and accepted a plea deal in which he will spend
eight years in prison and pay roughly $590,000 to Travelers
Insurance and $25,000 to Hernando County. The branch could reopen
in August....
Tampa (Fla.) Bay Times, Mar. 7

SFPL proposes new code of conduct
In response to a January letter from Mayor Ed Lee to library
commissioners, San Francisco Public Library staff have beefed up their
Patron Code of Conduct. The proposal could result in repeat offenders
being banned from all the city’s public libraries for up to a year. City
Librarian Luis Herrera said staff, including an in-house social worker,
would be discreet in such instances and privately share information
about social services, including places where homeless people can
shower and do laundry....
San Francisco Chronicle, Mar. 8

Texas State Library welcomes
poetry fans
In a first for the agency, the Texas State
Library and Archives Commission will
broadcast a live video chat via Google+
Hangouts with State Librarian Mark Smith
and seven guests at 1–2 p.m. Central time on April 17. As April is
National Poetry Month, the theme of the Hangout is “Poetry Matters.”
Five librarians, a curator, and a high-school poet will read and discuss
a poem that matters to them personally and why poetry matters in
general. The recorded broadcast will be posted on YouTube
afterwards....
Texas State Library and Archives Commission

Marathon exhibit to open at
Boston Public Library
In the days following the 2013 Boston
Marathon bombing, people gathered near
the site of the attacks to pay tribute. They
brought their old sneakers, photos, T-shirts,
and hats to leave at the scene, offering
messages of sympathy, love, and hope. Now, the items will reappear
in an exhibit, “Dear Boston: Messages from the Marathon Memorial”
at the Boston Public Library from April 7 to May 11. The exhibit is
part of a larger effort by Boston cultural institutions called
“#BostonBetter” that will include concerts and talks marking the first
anniversary of the bombing....
Boston Globe, Mar. 5

Library dedicates room to fallen
soldier
A cozy library reading room with a fireplace,
comfy chairs, and soothing artwork is helping
celebrate the life of Army Pfc. Michael C.
Olivieri and other veterans. Staff at Homer
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Township (Ill.) Public Library had long
dreamed of having a quiet reading room. But
after Olivieri’s death in 2011 while serving in
Iraq, his family and library staff agreed the Heroes Quiet Reading
Room should call attention to the contributions of the former Homer
Glen resident....
Chicago Tribune, Mar. 9

Akron library goes visual with social
media “shelfies”
Give the Akron–Summit County (Ohio) Public
Library credit for a pretty good visual pun. For
the last few weeks, the library has been coaxing
smiles from its social media followers with its
“shelfies,” cleverly planned photos of books and
other materials on its shelves. Marketing Events
Supervisor Michael Derr started posting the
photos in mid-February on the library’s Facebook, Twitter, and
Instagram sites. Now Derr is trying to keep the fun going, but feeding
the shelfie beast isn’t always easy....
Akron (Ohio) Beacon Journal, Mar. 6

Libraries are redefining their services
Katharine Q. Seelye writes: “Libraries have been reimagining
themselves—a necessity for staying relevant as municipal budgets are
slashed and ebooks are on the rise. Libraries have long facilitated the
finding of information, said library consultant Joe Murphy. ‘Now they
are facilitating the creating of information.’ That will be evident at the
Boston Public Library’s new section for teenagers. Teen Central is to
become what is known as ‘homago’ space where teenagers can ‘hang
out, mess around, and geek out.’”...
New York Times, Mar. 7

Boise to expand its Mexican collection
A memorandum of understanding between the Mexican Consulate and
Boise (Idaho) Public Library will make it easier for Mexican nationals
to get library cards and will provide Boise readers with more library
resources relating to Mexico. Mexican Consul Guillermo Ordorica is
presenting the library with a variety of books and materials that have
been kept at the Mexican Consulate in Boise. The collection, most of it
in Spanish, covers a wide variety of subjects....
Boise Idaho Statesman, Mar. 5

Bangor library worker charged
with felony theft
Russell Graves was charged with a felony
March 5 in connection with the theft in
February of thousands of dollars worth of
rare items from the Bangor (Maine) Public
Library. He is accused of stealing about 75
Civil War-era cartes de visite and about 50 posters from World War I
and World War II, all of which were recovered. Graves was working as
a janitor under the city’s workfare program when the thefts were
discovered....
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Bangor (Maine) Daily News, Mar. 5

Janitor ordered to pay restitution for stolen rare
books
A Leicester, Massachusetts, man who stole about 100 rare books
worth more than $115,000 from the library at Becker College, then
sold some to dealers and tried to pawn others using Craigslist, was
ordered to pay $3,000 restitution (not the $15,000 that prosecutors
had requested) on March 3. Joseph G. Heath allegedly took the
material from a rare book storage area in 2012. However, college
staffers said about 50 books worth $15,000 and one—signed by
Abraham Lincoln and worth as much as $100,000—remain missing....
Worcester (Mass.) Telegram and Gazette, Mar. 4; ABAA Security Blog, Nov. 6, 2012

Port Arthur library statue recovered
A valuable bronze sculpture stolen from the Port Arthur (Tex.) Public
Library on February 27 has been found, but not in one piece. In fact,
the $120,000 sculpture is so damaged that it bears little resemblance
to The Family, the stylized man, woman, and two children created by
Beaumont sculptor David Cargill in 1981. Police located the sculpture
at a metal recycling facility in Liberty, where it had been cut into
pieces and sold for salvage....
Port Arthur (Tex.) News, Mar. 6

Women’s Library to reopen its
doors in London
The Women’s Library, the oldest and most
extensive collection on women’s history in
Europe, is about to open its doors again in
what campaigners hope will be a permanent
home, after almost a century of repeatedly
having to pack up and move. Although the London School of
Economics has pledged to care for the collection and keep it open to
members of the public as well as academics, the move was bitterly
contentious to some. A formal opening ceremony for its new home
was held on March 12....
The Guardian (UK), Mar. 9

Ultraman comic banned in Malaysia
Malaysia has banned a translation of an Ultraman
comic book after it referred to the popular Japanese
superhero as “Allah.” The home ministry said the
Malay language edition of Ultraman: The Ultra
Power contains elements that can undermine public
safety by provoking Muslims or confusing Muslim
youth. The Malaysian government is currently
embroiled in an intense court battle with the
Catholic Church over the use of the word “Allah” by
non-Muslims....
The Sun (Malaysia), Mar. 7

Go back to the Top

Issues

Snowden offers security
advice at SXSW
Kim Zetter writes: “With lawmakers slow

http://www.telegram.com/article/20140304/NEWS/303049936/1116
http://www.telegram.com/article/20140304/NEWS/303049936/1116
http://security.abaa.org/security/?p=497
http://www.panews.com/local/x334191910/PA-Library-statue-recovered-at-recycle-business
http://www.theguardian.com/books/2014/mar/10/womens-library-reopen-london-school-economics-lse
http://www.theguardian.com/books/2014/mar/10/womens-library-reopen-london-school-economics-lse
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http://www.thesundaily.my/news/978378
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http://www.wired.com/threatlevel/2014/03/edward-snowdens-tech-call-arms/
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to pass legislation curbing NSA
surveillance, it’s up to the technology
community to step in and devise
solutions that will better protect online
communications from snoops, said
Edward Snowden, speaking on March 10 from Moscow at SXSW in
Austin. One solution he highlighted is to implement end-to-end
encryption that would protect communications from user to user,
rather than through Google and other services as it’s currently done.”
The majority of his presentation is on YouTube (56:06, with less
garbled audio than the original version). Cory Doctorow provides a
summary....
Wired, Mar. 10; YouTube, Mar. 10; The Guardian (UK), Mar. 11

Internet’s inventor calls for net
neutrality
Rich McCormick writes: “On March 12, 1989,
Sir Tim Berners-Lee (right) put forth a
proposal to make information sharing possible
over computers, using nodes and links to
create a ‘web’ that would eventually stretch
worldwide and become the modern internet.
Now, 25 years later to the day, Berners-Lee has called for the
internet he invented to stay free and open. In a guest post on
Google’s official blog, he asked internet users to press for the
development of a ‘digital bill of rights.’” Watch the video (1:47)....
The Verge, Mar. 12; Official Google Blog, Mar. 11; Vimeo, Mar. 6

Ithaka S+R US Library Survey
2013
The Ithaka S+R US Library Survey 2013
(PDF file), released March 11, examines
how the leaders of academic libraries are approaching systemic
changes in their environment and the opportunities and constraints
they face in leading their organizations. Ithaka’s last survey of
academic libraries was in 2010. This edition, by Matthew P. Long and
Roger C. Schonfeld, contacted the dean or director of the principal
library at every accredited four-year college and university in the US
and got a 33% response rate. Jennifer Howard offers some
analysis....
Ithaka S+R, Mar. 11; Chronicle of Higher Education: Wired Campus, Mar. 11

Roadblocks to federally funded research
H.R. 4186, the Frontiers in Innovation, Research, Science, and
Technology Act (FIRST), was introduced March 10 in the House of
Representatives by Chairman Lamar Smith (R-Tex.) and Rep. Larry
Bucshon (R-Ind.) and referred to the Committee on Science, Space,
and Technology, and to the Committee on Small Business. ALA stands
with SPARC in opposing Section 303 of this bill—a provision that
would create unnecessary obstacles to the public’s ability to access
research funded by taxpayers....
District Dispatch, Mar. 11

Walking the open access talk
Kevin Smith writes: “All of the presentations at the
SPARC Open Access meeting March 3–4 were
excellent. But there was one that was really special:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nRQTDNbYjqY
http://vimeo.com/88343326
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nRQTDNbYjqY
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http://www.theguardian.com/technology/2014/mar/11/edward-snowden-sxsw-nsa-internet
http://www.theguardian.com/technology/2014/mar/11/edward-snowden-sxsw-nsa-internet
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http://vimeo.com/88343326
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http://www.sr.ithaka.org/sites/default/files/reports/SR_LibraryReport_20140310_0.pdf
http://chronicle.com/blogs/wiredcampus/what-matters-to-academic-library-directors-information-literacy/51005
http://chronicle.com/blogs/wiredcampus/what-matters-to-academic-library-directors-information-literacy/51005
http://www.districtdispatch.org/2014/03/road-blocks-federally-funded-research/
http://beta.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/house-bill/4186?q={
http://beta.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/house-bill/4186?q={
http://www.sparc.arl.org/
http://blogs.library.duke.edu/scholcomm/2014/03/07/walking-the-talk/
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an early-career researcher named Erin McKiernan
(right) who brought everyone in the room to their
feet to applaud her commitment to open access.
McKiernan explained to us both the why and the how
of a deep commitment to OA on the part of a younger scholar who is
not willing to embrace traditional, toll-access publishing or to
surrender her goals of advancing scholarship and having an academic
career.”...
Scholarly Communications @ Duke, Mar. 7

Up next: E-rate, and it’s worth the wait
Marijke Visser writes: “We’re not sure how you best characterize
waiting with your finger poised over the refresh key anticipating the
release of an FCC Public Notice (PDF file). Nonetheless, we at ALA
were not the only ones who impatiently awaited the latest installment
of the e-rate modernization proceeding that began last June (if not
before with the 2010 National Broadband Plan) with the president’s
ConnectED initiative announcement.”...
District Dispatch, Mar. 7

The university of the public library
Natalie V. Binder writes: “One of the most important and exciting
changes in public library usage hasn’t been formally studied,
publicized, or accounted for. In the last few years, several students in
my community have earned their university or graduate degrees
entirely at the public library. These dedicated, ambitious students are
mostly young working mothers, currently employed in low-wage jobs,
who are seeking a better life. The library doesn’t issue their degrees,
but they wouldn’t be able to graduate without the library. Public
libraries are turning into community colleges all over the country.”...
N. V. Binder, Mar. 9

Barbara Bush Foundation
celebrates 25 years
In 1989, then–First Lady Barbara Bush
founded the Barbara Bush Foundation for
Family Literacy to fund programs that teach parents in low-income
families to read and pass on a love of reading to their children. As
the foundation celebrated its silver anniversary March 6, Bush said
the goal of the foundation has been consistent: to help mothers
realize their strength as their child’s first teacher. Today, the
organization funds 1,500 literacy programs in all 50 states with grants
from $25,000 to $125,000....
USA Today, Mar. 5
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Tech Talk

How to buy PC speakers
Jamie Lendino writes: “Buying PC speakers
should be relatively painless, but to get the
most bang for your buck, you should analyze
your needs before pulling out your wallet.
Options run the gamut from super-cheap,

http://www.districtdispatch.org/2014/03/next-e-rate-worth-wait/
http://transition.fcc.gov/Daily_Releases/Daily_Business/2014/db0306/DA-14-308A1.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2013/06/06/president-obama-unveils-connected-initiative-bring-america-s-students-di
http://nvbinder.wordpress.com/2014/03/09/the-university-of-the-public-library/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2014/03/05/barbara-bush-foundation-25-years-anniversary/6084981/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2014/03/05/barbara-bush-foundation-25-years-anniversary/6084981/
http://www.barbarabushfoundation.com/
http://www.barbarabushfoundation.com/
http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,2349957,00.asp
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space-saving stereo speakers that sound just
okay, to pricey, bass-infused powerhouses
that deliver loud, thumping beats. First we’ll explore the key points
everyone should consider.” Next, here is what you should consider if
you are getting wireless speakers. These are the 10 best computer
and wireless speakers....
PC Magazine, Feb. 20, Mar. 4

Samsung’s new Milk music streaming
service 
Agam Shah writes: “Samsung hopes its new Milk
streaming service is the next big thing in music. The
radio service, announced March 7, is available for
free, with no ads, and users don’t need a log in to
use the service. The Milk application is available
through the Google Play store and will initially work
with Samsung’s Galaxy smartphones and tablets.
The company is, however, thinking about expanding its use to
competing mobile devices. It has 200 radio stations and 13 million
songs, and it allows users to create customized stations based on
artist or genres.”...
PC World, Mar. 7

Cut your own vinyl records
Meghan Neal writes: “CDs are dead, long
replaced by MP3s and streaming music,
and in their wake has risen a renewed
interest in vinyl. Ulrich Sourisseau of
Souri’s Automaten is riding that hype, all
the way from Germany to the SXSW trade
show floor where a crowd has been gathered around his vinyl recorder
all week. It’s a record lathe connected to a CD player (or MP3 or any
kind of audio file) and uses a diamond stylus to cut the record in
real-time via sound vibrations produced by the playing music.” Watch
the video (0:27)....
Motherboard, Mar. 11; YouTube, Mar. 11

Cleaning your computer inside and out
Computer cleanup is the one thing you can do every day that will
keep you flush with disk space and help you free up valuable system
resources. Furthermore, actual physical cleanup, as in dusting, will
allow your computer to literally breathe easier, and in turn prolong
the life of your system. Here are some actions that require no
previous training or knowledge and in fact, as a Windows user, you
should already be familiar with many of these....
How-To Geek, Mar. 11

Five best home Wi-Fi routers
Alan Henry writes: “A good Wi-Fi router is
essential for any solid home network. The best
ones get great range and can serve all of the
computers in your home, offer tons of
management features so you can control your
network, focus on speedy communication, and

http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,2396302,00.asp
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vlZlCpqubyE
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http://www.vinylrecorder.com/index-e.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vlZlCpqubyE
http://www.howtogeek.com/school/pc-maintenance-for-beginners/lesson2/
http://lifehacker.com/5920709/five-best-home-wi-fi-routers
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others even have advanced features like NAS support, printer sharing,
and traffic shaping. This week, we’re looking at five of the best on the
market right now.”...
Lifehacker, Mar. 9
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E-Content

Connecticut ebooks on the move
Alan S. Inouye writes: “On February 28, I
had the pleasure of participating in a
statewide ebook symposium hosted by the
Connecticut State Library and held at the
University of Hartford. You will recall that the
state of Connecticut passed a law in 2013
mandating a study on library ebook lending.
This report (PDF file) was issued on January 30, and so it was timely
to assess the current status of library ebook lending in Connecticut
and consider the various paths forward. The slides from the
symposium are available online.”...
AL: E-Content, Feb. 19, Mar. 6

Douglas County Libraries ebook
report, March
James LaRue writes: “Here is the DCL Ebook
Report for March 2014 (PDF file) from
Douglas County (Colo.) Libraries. Can you
locate the book on the New York Times bestseller list that is not
available to libraries in any format? We’ve seen before the inability to
buy an ebook (seen again here in the case of Killing Jesus). Now, we
can’t even buy paper. Note, too, the new price point of $90.
Somewhere in our psyche, surely, there is a switch: Outrage on. Can
you find yours?”...
AL: E-Content, Mar. 6

Rooster, an app for serialized
novels
Plympton, a digital publishing startup with a
focus on serialized fiction, unveiled a new iPhone app March 10 called
Rooster, which curates suggestions for books to read and then pushes
the book out to users in timed installments. Each segment should
take about 15 minutes to read. They arrive when you choose,
whether it’s every morning before work; every Monday, Wednesday,
and Friday; or whenever. There are two books offered each month—a
contemporary title and a classic novel that’s supposed to offer “a
conversational counterpoint.”...
TechCrunch, Mar. 10

Digital newspaper guidelines
The Chronicles in Preservation project, a
collaborative effort led by the Educopia Institute,
the MetaArchive Cooperative, the Chronopolis
program, the University of North Texas, and
Virginia Tech, has made available Guidelines for
Digital Newspaper Preservation Readiness. The
guidelines, freely available from Educopia
Publishing, are geared toward improving
preservation readiness for both digitized and born-

http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blog/ebooks-connecticut-move
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digital newspaper content....
ALCTS News, Mar. 7

3M Cloud Library adds eAudiobooks
The 3M Cloud Library Digital Lending System has added eAudiobooks
to its menu. Debuting with 40,000 titles powered by Findaway World,
a provider of digital audiobook technology and delivery, the 3M Cloud
Library will have an extensive collection of high quality eAudio titles.
3M will detail the new offerings at the PLA 2014 Conference, March
11–15, in Indianapolis....
Wall Street Journal, Mar. 6
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Books & Reading

50 books to celebrate Women’s History
Month
Michelle King writes: “In honor of International
Women’s Day (March 8), we’ve compiled a list of 50
books to help you celebrate the lives and
achievements of women around the world. We’ve tried
to gather books that you haven’t read before, so while
we’re big fans of The Feminine Mystique, you won’t
find it anywhere on this list. Instead, you’ll find 50
books ranging in focus, but all related to the
celebration and study of women.”...
The Airship, Mar. 7

YA lit characters on Pinterest
Anna Tschetter writes: “In honor of
YALSA’s Teen Tech Week, I wanted to
imagine some YA book characters using
one of my favorite social media tools:
Pinterest. Pinterest is a great way to
create nice-looking collections of websites
you want to remember or images that
inspire you. Some of my fellow Hub bloggers and I had fun getting
creative with this. Take a look at some of our boards inspired by a
few books and series.”...
YALSA The Hub, Mar. 11

Teens react to John Green
Benny and Rafi Fine, the creators of
TheFineBros YouTube channel, taped an
episode of Teens React (9:45) featuring
The Fault in Our Stars movie trailer.
During the question segment, the book’s
author John Green made a surprise
appearance via video chat. During his
conversation with one of the teens, Green revealed that he has seen
the film in its entirety and he feels it is a faithful adaptation....
GalleyCat, Mar. 12; YouTube, Mar. 9

Completed webcomics to
binge-read
Lauren Davis writes: “One of the risks in
following a new webcomic is that the

http://www.pinterest.com/lcarslibrarian/blues-page-the-raven-cycle-by-maggie-stiefvater/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rjMqMLZIt30
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story might never end, only to have the
creator abandon it. But there are some
great webcomics out there that have
wrapped up their storylines instead of
fading into oblivion, leaving hundreds of pages for us to enjoy. Here
are 17 you might want to try.”...
io9, Mar. 5

Graphic novel biographies
Traci Glass writes: “Nonfiction comics have just been
getting better and better. In fact, there are so many
for me to choose from, I narrowed my search to just
books of a personal interest and biographical stories.
For fans of true crime, professional wrestling, or The
Beatles, there’s something on this list for everyone. I
found many great reads these past few weeks that will
appeal to readers who prefer the truth as opposed to
the fiction.”...
YALSA The Hub, Mar. 7

Crafts in YA nonfiction and fiction
Anna Dalin writes: “March is National Craft Month.
Apart from reading, crafting is one of the few things
that I can get completely lost in. As an adult I’ve
taken jewelry-making and other craft classes, and
have realized that crafting for me is almost a form
of meditation, and I need to make more time for it
in my life. So to inspire myself as much as you, I’ve
put together a list of YA crafting guides and YA
novels whose main characters craft in some form.”...
YALSA The Hub, Mar. 10

Nine perfect book-song pairings
Jeanette writes: “In my first book-song pairing post, I
explained my methodology a little bit, but to recap:
sometimes it’s book first, sometimes song; the
connection almost always works like word association
or is glaringly obvious. Many of the songs (the
Madonna, the Loreena McKennitt, the Annie Lennox)
immediately reminded me of the books I’ve paired
them with. I’ve done my best to share the most
relevant-seeming lyrics this time.”...
Book Riot, Mar. 7; YouTube, Dec. 6, 2010

100 artists and the books that
influenced them
Michael Lieberman writes: “Inspired by the
Association of Writers and Writing Programs
conference that invaded Seattle in late
February, artist Siolo Thompson put out the call
for artists to create works derived from books
that impacted their lives. 100 artists
contributed and all genres—sci-fi to nonfiction, poetry, romance—are
included. “Ex Libris: 100 Artists, 100 Books” is destined to be one of
the bookish exhibition highlights of 2014. Here is a sampling.”...
Book Patrol, Mar. 6
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http://www.100artists100books.com/
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Tips & Ideas

What do Americans say about
public libraries?
The Cecil County (Md.) Public Library has
created an infographic (PDF file) showing
some statistics about public libraries
gleaned from four reports from the Pew
Research Center in 2013. The library is
offering it free for use, sharing, and
adaptation. They have also created an editable PowerPoint template
that can be used for advocacy or other library presentations....
Cecil County (Md.) Public Library, Mar. 12

Preview of 2011 public library survey
The Institute of Museum and Library Services has made available a
preview of the Fiscal Year 2011 Public Libraries in the United States
Survey. Now in its 24th year, the survey gathers data from more than
98% of the public libraries across the country. In FY 2011, there were
8,956 public libraries in the United States, which served 299.9 million
people or 95.3% of the US population. The full report will be available
soon....
Institute of Museum and Library Services, Mar. 12

Competency Index for the Library Field
WebJunction has just completed an update of its
Competency Index for the Library Field. The original
2009 edition has been a valuable resource for
libraries, helping staff identify and obtain the
knowledge, skills, and support needed to power
relevant and vibrant libraries. The new 2014 edition
emphasizes three elements in particular: 21st-
century skills, accountability, and community
engagement. It is available for free downloading in
both PDF and Word versions....
WebJunction, Mar. 6

OCLC and Redbox partner for
public library events
Libraries in communities across the country
will partner with OCLC and Redbox to produce
free, fun, public entertainment events. Developed and funded by
Redbox, ”Outside the Box” will bring people together for these events
in 20 new communities this year. Public libraries will remain central to
Outside the Box, leading community planning sessions and event
design for such events as art festivals, concerts, and outdoor
movies....
OCLC, Mar. 7

Storytime training
Abby Johnson writes: “Did you have any
storytime training in library school? The
general consensus seems to be that even
for those of us who were able to take
programming classes in graduate school,
on-the-job learning has really helped us

http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/pam_archives/index.php?fuseaction=genitem.displayItem&lang=eng&rec_nbr=3366102
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http://www.imls.gov/research/public_libraries_in_the_us_fy_2011_report.aspx
http://www.imls.gov/research/public_libraries_in_the_us_fy_2011_report.aspx
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develop most of our storytime skills. So, if you’re in library school or
if you’re a new librarian or if you’re transitioning to children’s services
from somewhere else, what’s a person to do? Here are some
ideas.”...
Abby the Librarian, Mar. 10

Apps for English-language learners
Richard Byrne writes: “There are plenty of flashcard
services on the web that students can use for rote
practice of vocabulary words. The following five apps
offer a little bit more than flashcards by providing
some larger context for the words and phrases that
students can study through them.”...
Free Technology for Teachers, Mar. 10

What’s your favorite animal?
The Eric Carle Museum of Picture Book Art is
creating an exhibition to celebrate the new book,
What’s Your Favorite Animal? by Eric Carle and
Friends. The museum will showcase the original
work of the 14 published artists, as well as a digital
exhibition from friends around the world. People of
all ages can submit for the exhibition a digital
image of original works featuring their favorite
animal. Submissions will be accepted through August 1....
Eric Carle Museum of Picture Book Art, Mar. 10

The best add-ons for Google Drive
Thorin Klosowski writes: “On March 11, Google introduced add-ons for
Google Docs and Sheets. These allow you to add all kinds of
functionality to your documents, including signing faxes, creating
bibliographies, making maps, and adding audio conference calls. While
it’s still in its infancy, here are a few of the best add-ons available at
launch.”...
Lifehacker, Mar. 12; Google Drive Blog, Mar. 11

World Digital Library reaches
milestone
The World Digital Library, a collaborative
international project led by the Library of
Congress, now includes more than 10,000
manuscripts, maps, and atlases, books, prints
and photographs, films, sound recordings, and
other cultural treasures. The 10,000-item
milestone was reached March 6 with the
addition of a set of priceless manuscripts from
the Walters Art Museum of Baltimore, Maryland, a WDL partner since
2010. With the latest additions, the WDL includes 10,037 rare and
unique items, comprising nearly 500,000 images....
Library of Congress, Mar. 6

Getty library opens up for social media, with strings 
Professional photo catalog Getty Images is opening up its library of
more than 35 million images for noncommercial use. Getty’s new
Embedded Viewer tool will let users search for and share some Getty
photos on websites, blogs, and social media. The tool is meant for
“editorial use”; not all Getty content is available to be embedded.
And, as Barbara Fister and Phil Bradley point out, the offer is much
more complicated than it appears and allows Getty to place ads on
the images you embed....

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/english-monstruo/id504515550?mt=8
http://www.wdl.org/en/item/13019/
http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2014/03/5-good-apps-for-esl-ell-students.html
http://carlemuseum.org/content/whats-your-favorite-animal-project
http://lifehacker.com/the-best-add-ons-for-google-drive-1541643206
http://googledrive.blogspot.com/2014/03/add-ons.html
http://www.loc.gov/today/pr/2014/14-035.html
http://www.loc.gov/today/pr/2014/14-035.html
http://www.wdl.org/
http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,2454616,00.asp
http://www.gettyimages.com/Creative/Frontdoor/embed
http://www.insidehighered.com/blogs/library-babel-fish/price-free
http://philbradley.typepad.com/phil_bradleys_weblog/2014/03/the-trojan-horse-of-getty-free-images.html
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PC Magazine, Mar. 6; Inside Higher Ed: Library Babel Fish, Mar. 6; Phil Bradley’s Weblog,
Mar. 10

Seed libraries try to save the
world’s plants
Kevin Hartnett writes: “Since last November,
librarians at Hampshire College in Amherst,
Massachusetts, have been lending out
packets of seeds, allowing people to plant
them, and checking them back in if the
borrower manages to grow thriving plants in the meantime. The
project is part of a small but growing group of seed libraries across
the country, local centers that aim to promote heirloom gardening
and revive a more grassroots approach to seed breeding. Seed
libraries see themselves as an important part of a bigger movement,
to bring the issue of global plant diversity down to the community
level.”...
Boston Globe, Mar. 9; Hampshire College News

Alice M. Sterling, librarian and poet
Bernadette Lear writes: “Alice Myra Sterling (1879–
1970, right) was head of the New Castle (Pa.) Public
Library from 1915 to 1957. I was delighted to find a
small volume of Sterling’s poetry when I performed a
shelf-read of NCPL’s local history collection. I had
known that she had founded a Poetry Club in New
Castle, but I wasn’t sure she had written anything
herself. Apparently, most of the world was in the dark, too. The
collection was published posthumously in September 1971. I decided
to sit down for a few hours to read a librarian’s creative writings as
potential windows into her life.”...
In Search of Pennsylvania Library History, Mar. 11

A legal history of daylight saving time
Margaret Wood writes: “At 2 a.m. on Sunday, March
9, we once again reset our clocks an hour ahead for
daylight saving time (DST). Under the Energy Policy
Act of 2005, Pub. L. 109-58, daylight saving time was
extended by several weeks. Previously, DST ran from
the first Sunday in April to the last Sunday in October,
but now it runs from the second Sunday in March to
the first Sunday in November. I thought I’d take this
opportunity to trace the evolution of daylight saving
time.”...
In Custodia Legis: Law Librarians of Congress, Mar. 6

What it’s like to work full time in library school
Samantha Winn writes: “In today’s post, several Hackers discuss what
they have learned about the challenges and benefits of working full
time while in library school. Whether you are wondering if full-time
work is right for you or struggling to balance your obligations
between work and classes, it can help to know that you are not alone.
Rebecca Katz, Kara Mackeil, Lesley Looper, and Samantha Winn share
their experiences, coping mechanisms, and productivity tips.”...
Hack Library School, Feb. 20, Mar. 5; Nov. 1, 2013

Building a 21st-century
Bodleian Library
This is a fascinating behind-the-scenes
video (5:00) on the inner workings of

http://www.bostonglobe.com/ideas/2014/03/09/seed-libraries-try-save-world-plants/XnM6HJ8GCfPoo6JWtU6DQL/story.html
http://www.bostonglobe.com/ideas/2014/03/09/seed-libraries-try-save-world-plants/XnM6HJ8GCfPoo6JWtU6DQL/story.html
https://www.hampshire.edu/news/Hampshire-College-Library-Checks-Out-Vegetable-Seeds-Just-Like-Books-27922.htm
http://libguides.hampshire.edu/seedlendinglibrary
http://palibhist.blogspot.com/2014/03/the-librarian-as-poet-alice-m-sterling.html
http://blogs.loc.gov/law/2014/03/spring-forward-fall-back-its-daylight-saving-time/
http://hacklibschool.wordpress.com/2014/03/05/what-its-like-to-work-full-time-in-library-school/
http://hacklibschool.wordpress.com/2014/02/20/full-time-work-and-an-mls-will-it-work-for-you/
http://hacklibschool.wordpress.com/2013/11/01/being-thankful-for-failing/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GZwwj9rvXNw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GZwwj9rvXNw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GZwwj9rvXNw
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the University of Oxford’s Bodleian
library and how its staff are working to
prepare this ancient institution for future
generations of readers with the forthcoming Weston Library. Bodley
Director Richard Ovenden (right) and Digital Library Program Director
Wolfram Horstmann talk about its present and future....
YouTube, Mar. 11

Go back to the Top

American Libraries Magazine, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago, IL 60611

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GZwwj9rvXNw
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/
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American Libraries Online

New Pew Center report: Levels
of library engagement
In a report issued March 13, the Pew
Research Center’s Internet and American
Life Project has explored the motivations
behind the relationships that American
adults have with their public libraries.
“Rather than describe the basic library
usage of various groups, as we’ve done in
the past,” Kathryn Zickuhr, the report, titled “From Distant Admirers
to Library Lovers—and Beyond,” examines what traits go along with
different levels of engagement with libraries and the library habits
and views people have in common. This is a timeline of Pew
Internet’s library research. And send this article off to your funding
agencies....
AL: The Scoop, Mar. 13; Pew Research Center, Mar. 13; Governing, Mar. 18

Libraries celebrate Women’s
History Month
Mariam Pera writes: “Every March, the
National Women’s History Project
announces a new theme to celebrate
Women’s History Month; this year, the
theme is ‘Celebrating Women of Character, Courage, and
Commitment.’ As part of this national celebration, libraries around the
country are honoring women and their contributions to history with
lectures, movie screenings, and art shows. Here is a roundup of just
some of the activities that libraries are hosting.”...
American Libraries feature

Simon Sinek opens PLA with big
ideas
Phil Morehart writes: “The Big Ideas series,
a new morning lecture program debuting at

 

2014 Annual
Conference and
Exhibition, Las Vegas,
June 26–July 1. Jane
McGonigal will be the
Opening General Session
featured speaker. A
world-renowned designer
of alternate-reality games
that help improve lives,
as well as a humanitarian,
future forecaster, and
bestselling author,
McGonigal will engage
attendees the minute the
conference starts.

http://www.simmons.edu/gslis
http://slisweb.sjsu.edu/ads/whisper-campaign?utm_source=ALDirect&utm_medium=Newsletter&utm_campaign=AmericanLibrariesDirectBanner
http://americanlibrariesbuyersguide.com/
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blog/pew-charts-motivations-library-lovers-and-distant-admirers
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blog/pew-charts-motivations-library-lovers-and-distant-admirers
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blog/pew-charts-motivations-library-lovers-and-distant-admirers
http://libraries.pewinternet.org/2014/03/13/press-release-more-than-two-thirds-of-americans-are-actively-engaged-with-public-libraries/
http://libraries.pewinternet.org/2014/03/13/typology/
http://libraries.pewinternet.org/2014/03/13/typology/
http://libraries.pewinternet.org/about/research-timeline/
http://www.governing.com/news/headlines/gov-what-do-americans-think-of-their-libraries-.html
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/article/libraries-celebrate-womens-history-month
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/article/libraries-celebrate-womens-history-month
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/article/libraries-celebrate-womens-history-month
http://www.nwhp.org/
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blog/simon-sinek-opens-big-ideas
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blog/simon-sinek-opens-big-ideas
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blog/simon-sinek-opens-big-ideas
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/rss
http://www.facebook.com/amlibraries
http://www.youtube.com/user/AmLibraryAssociation
http://pinterest.com/amlibraries/
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.americanlibrariesmagazine.org%2F&region=follow_link&screen_name=amlibraries&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0
http://alaannual.org/
http://alaannual.org/
http://alaannual.org/
http://alaannual.org/
http://ala14.ala.org/node/8534/#opening-general-session
http://www.recordedbooks.com/zinio
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2014 PLA National Conference in
Indianapolis, kicked off March 13 with a
talk by writer and motivational speaker,
Simon Sinek (right). The author of Start with Why: How Great
Leaders Inspire Everyone to Take Action and Leaders Eat Last and a
popular presenter on TEDx, Sinek drew from history, current events,
science, anthropology, and business to detail how successful leaders
and positive leadership are made.”...
AL: The Scoop, Mar. 13–14

Five million and counting
Phil Morehart writes: “In 2013, 5.2 million
people were diagnosed with dementia,
including Alzheimer’s disease. By 2050, as
many as 13.8 million people may be
affected. As these numbers increase, libraries are faced with the
challenge of providing resources to both those with the disease and
their caregivers. ‘Five Million and Counting: Serving Patrons with
Alzheimer’s and Dementia,’ a panel discussion held March 13 at PLA
2014, examined the issue and provided resources and advice.”...
AL: The Scoop, Mar. 14

PLA: Big ideas from three
minds
Phil Morehart writes: “The Big Ideas
lecture series at PLA 2014 continued
March 14 with short talks by a trio of
authors who offered unique perspectives on the upside of failure, the
ways in which we outsmart ourselves, and the evolution of
communication technologies. The speakers were Megan McArdle,
correspondent for Newsweek; David McRaney, author of You Are Not
So Smart; and Clive Thompson, a science and technology writer for
the New York Times.” Read more coverage of PLA 2014 on Public
Libraries Online and the ALSC Blog....
AL: The Scoop, Mar. 16

SXSW on reflection
Mary Abler writes: “Except for some of the
keynotes at ALA conferences, we don’t often
hear from those outside our field. At SXSW, on
the other hand, only a few of the
presentations are led by library staff (though if
the library community has anything to say
about it, that will change), but ideas and
concepts that can inspire us abound. The
following are just two of the sessions that I attended which, I hope,
illustrate my point.” Even musician Neil Young (above) was there to
show his support for libraries (with only slight prompting).... 
AL: The Scoop, Mar. 17; Carson Block Consulting blog, Mar. 17

Conversations at SXSW
Ann Awakuni writes: “One of the best
conversations I started at SXSW was with
actress Rosario Dawson (right). During her
session on engaging Millennials, an extremely
articulate and impassioned Dawson told the

Libraries 
on Film
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audience, ‘We need museums. We need
libraries.’ Afterward I sought out Dawson and
asked her to give a statement about libraries. My colleague Yemila
Alvarez filmed a video (1:12) that you can watch on the sxswLAM
Tumblr.”...
AL: The Scoop, Mar. 18; sxswLAM, Mar. 14

Librarian’s Library: The more we change
Karen Muller writes: “Libraries have always been
evolving, changing, reinventing. One of the ALA’s
current strategic goals is ‘Transforming Libraries’—a
multipronged set of initiatives that will enable us to
understand the technological and societal changes
affecting libraries and then harness those changes so
that we can continue to meet the information and
entertainment needs of users. This selection covers
where we’ve been and where we’re headed in this
continual evolution.”...
American Libraries column, Mar./Apr.

Go back to the Top

ALA News

Meet the 2014 candidates
for ALA president
Two candidates for the 2015–2016
presidency of the American Library
Association unveil their campaign
statements and appeal to ALA
members for their vote: Maggie
Farrell (left), dean of libraries at the
University of Wyoming in Laramie,
and Sari Feldman, executive director of the Cuyahoga County (Ohio)
Public Library....
American Libraries feature

ALA elections open March 19
Voting in the 2014 ALA elections began at 9 a.m. Central time on
March 19. By March 21, ALA will notify voters by email, providing
them with their unique passcodes and information about how to vote
online. To ensure receipt of your ballot, watch for emails from ALA
Election Coordinator. The polls will close at 11:59 p.m. Central time
on April 25....
Office of ALA Governance, Mar. 14

Tell us your school library stories
AASL and the Office for Library Advocacy are seeking stories about
parents and students who advocate for their school libraries. Stories
shared will help AASL and OLA spread examples of parent and
student advocacy to stakeholders nationally. Stories should
demonstrate how students and parents value their school library
program and the essential place it holds in developing lifelong

Taiyang yu (1988,
China). The film
explores the
relationship between a
shy librarian and the
energetic teenager she
befriends.

Take Shelter (2011).
Disturbed by
apocalyptic visions,
Curtis (Michael
Shannon) checks out a
book on mental illness
from the Elyria (Ohio)
Public Library.

Tale of a Vampire
(1992, UK). A
mysterious man in a
hat (Kenneth
Cranham) gets Anne
(Suzanna Hamilton) a
job in the Foster
Library in London,
which specializes in
mysticism and the
occult. Julian Sands
plays a vampire
named Alex who goes
to the library every
night to research a
19th-century woman
named Virginia
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http://reel-librarians.com/2012/07/06/tale-of-a-vampire/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0105527/
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learning. Submit your story on the AASL website....
AASL, Mar. 18

National Library Week materials
Don’t miss out on celebrating National Library Week,
April 13–19. It’s the perfect time to remind your
patrons or students of your library’s significance in
the community. “Lives Change @ your library” is this
year’s National Library Week theme. Place your order
by March 21 to get your materials on time. More
materials are available on the National Library Week
web page....
ALA Graphics

Jane McGonigal to open ALA Annual
Conference
Jane McGonigal will inspire 2014 ALA Annual
Conference attendees about the myriad possibilities
for serious games and gaming to help improve lives
by becoming integrated into library programming.
The world-renowned designer of alternate reality
games—games that are designed to solve real
problems—believes game designers are on a humanitarian mission.
McGonigal will appear as featured speaker at the Opening General
Session, on June 27....
Conference Services, Mar. 17

ALA donation to the Philippines
After the devastating Typhoon Haiyan of
November 8, 2013, in the Philippines, ALA
raised $6,000 in funds to aid in rebuilding
Philippine libraries. International Relations
Committee member Nancy Bolt, who was
traveling to Manila for a meeting of the
IFLA Section on Library Service to People with Special Needs,
presented a replica of the check to four Philippine librarians on March
16, along with books about the US and a Native American prayer
rattle....
International Library and Cultural Exchange Interest Group, Mar. 18

Promote yourself @ your library
Looking for ways to promote your library and
library services to your community? Check
out the Campaign for America’s Libraries @
your library brand. The @ your library brand was developed to provide
libraries of all types, across the country and around the world, with a
unified message about the value of libraries and librarians. The brand
serves as a reminder that whatever the interest, information and
resources are available @ your library....
Campaign for America’s Libraries, Mar. 18

40 students selected for Student-to-Staff program
Forty ALA student chapter members were nominated by their schools
and were accepted to assist ALA staff during the 2014 ALA Annual
Conference in Las Vegas. In exchange for working four hours a day
(or a total of 16 hours), these students participating in the ALA
Student-to-Staff Program receive free conference registration,
housing, and a per diem for meal expenses....
Chapter Relations Office, Mar. 18

Clemm. He becomes
attracted to Anne.
Denise (Marian
Diamond) is the library
manager. Another
library regular is
Magazine Man (Michael
Kenton), who won’t let
anyone else touch the
magazines he is
reading.

The Tale of
Despereaux (2008,
UK / US). The bold
and daring mouse
Despereaux (voiced by
Matthew Broderick) is
taken to the library of
the Castle of the
Kingdom of Door to
learn to eat paper, but
he reads a fairy tale
about a princess
instead.

This AL Direct feature
describes hundreds of films
(and some TV shows) in
which libraries and librarians
are featured, from 1912 to
the present. The full list is a
Web Extra associated with
The Whole Library
Handbook 5, edited by
George M. Eberhart and
published by ALA Editions.
You can browse the films on
our Libraries on Film
Pinterest board.
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2014 Google Policy Summer Fellowship
For the seventh consecutive year, ALA is participating in the Google
Policy Fellows program for 2014. The Office for Information
Technology Policy began its participation at the program’s founding. In
the summer of 2014, the selected fellow will spend 10 weeks in
residence at the ALA Washington Office to learn about national policy
and complete a major project. Google provides the $7,500 stipend for
the summer, but the work agenda is determined by ALA and the
selected fellow. Apply by April 14....
District Dispatch, Mar. 18

Web metrics for LIS professionals
David Stuart‘s Web Metrics for Library and Information
Professionals, published by Facet Publishing, is a clear
guide to what web metrics are available and how to
assess and use them to make informed decisions and
demonstrate value. As individuals and organizations
increasingly use the web in addition to traditional
publishing avenues and formats, this book provides
the tools to unlock web metrics and evaluate the
impact of this content....
ALA Neal-Schuman, Mar. 19

Go back to the Top

Featured review: Adult fiction 
Barnouin, Kim. Skinny Bitch Gets Hitched. May
2014. 320p. Gallery, hardcover (978-1-4767-
0888-6).
Best-selling Barnouin began her Skinny Bitch
run with a set of cookbooks and other
nonfiction titles, then launched a series of
novels, beginning with Skinny Bitch in Love
(2014). In the second delectable installment,
Clementine Cooper is on the fast-track to
success. Her new vegan restaurant, Clementine’s No Crap
Cafe, is a hit in L.A., and it’s up for a spot in a New York
Times feature. To top it off, her relationship with her
bazillionaire boyfriend, Zack Jeffries, couldn’t be more perfect,
despite his carnivorous ways. So when Zack pops the question,
Clem’s antiwedding views go out the window, and she agrees
to get hitched. Enter Dominique Huffington, Zack’s overbearing
mother and Clementine’s new, unwelcome wedding planner....

Top 10 women’s fiction:
2014
Rebecca Vnuk writes: “The top 10
women’s fiction from the last 12 months (reviewed in Booklist

Career Leads
from

Digital Resources
Librarian, Lynn
University, Boca Raton,
Florida, seeks an
experienced and
forward-thinking
information professional
to take active
responsibility for the
acquisition,
management, and
development of digital
resources for the Lynn
University Library. The
candidate will support
and troubleshoot library
services related to
library systems
maintenance and
enhancement (OCLC
Worldshare), electronic
resource loading and
management, and the
library’s website. The
candidate will actively
work to improve user
interface, test new
delivery platforms, and
assist with technical
issues. The candidate
will also share in
reference duties,
acquisitions, and
collection development.
The successful
candidate will also
contribute to the
library’s strategic
planning and ongoing
change program....

@ More jobs...
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between March 15, 2013, and March 1, 2014) cover the
spectrum: chick lit to tearjerkers, heavy issues to lighthearted
comedy. One of the main appeal factors of this category is
that sense of recognition the target audience—yes, women—
gets from identifying with the heroines, and these novels
deliver something for just about anyone.”...

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

Go back to the Top

Las Vegas Update

Ten conference tips for a first-timer
Leigh Milligan writes: “In January, I went to my first big library
conference, the ALA Midwinter Meeting in Philadelphia. I was very
nervous and jittery going into this conference. I went by myself, since
my other librarian friends had other commitments at ALA. I came out
of ALA stronger than ever and really enjoyed my experience. I am
going to share with you some tips for conference going for first
timers, based on my experience.” The New Members Round Table
also has some first-timer advice....
INALJ, Feb. 21; ALA Annual Conference

Thank you, ma’am
The King’s Ransom Museum, located inside
Binions Gambling Hall and Hotel at 128
Fremont Street, is an exhibit of Elvis Presley
artifacts and personal treasures made possible
by collectors Bud Glass and Russ Howe.
Showcasing items from both his personal life
and his acting and singing careers, the
museum displays Elvis’s 1977 Lincoln Continental, stage and film
wardrobes, personal clothing and jewelry, items from his Graceland
home (including the Bible that was on his nightstand when he passed
away), and other memorabilia from the 1950s through the 1970s....
King’s Ransom Museum

Pinball Hall of Fame
The Pinball Hall of Fame, 1610 East
Tropicana Avenue, houses and displays the
world’s largest collection of pinball
machines. The games belong to collector
Tim Arnold and range from the 1950s up
to the 1990s. All machines are available
for play, so not only can you see them,
you can actually play your old favorites. The pinball machines are all
restored to like-new playing condition by people who love pinball and
understand how a machine should work....
Pinball Hall of Fame

Division News

Cooper and Oehlke stand for PLA president
This year in the PLA election, eight candidates are standing for four
positions, including PLA president, ALA division councilor, and two
directors-at-large. The PLA president will be elected to a three-year

Digital Library
of the Week

The Women’s Library
@ LSE (London School
of Economics) digital
collections include a
representative
selection of the
personal, political, and
economic struggles
that have symbolized
women’s battle for
equality over the past
500 years. The
collection includes
pamphlets, magazines,
journals, documents,
photographs,
postcards, and books.

Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site, Check out
our Featured Digital
Libraries Pinterest board.

Noted and
Quoted

”What’s a library? Is
that like a big
Kindle?”

—Kumail Nanjiani as
“Geoffrey,” a social-media
bankruptcy consultant,
Portlandia, Season 4, Episode
3, “Celery,” Mar. 13.

@ More quotes...
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term, serving one year each as president-elect, president, and past-
president. The candidates are James Cooper, director of Salt Lake
County (Utah) Library Services, and Vailey Oehlke, director of
Multnomah County (Oreg.) Library....
PLA, Mar. 18

Gilmanton library receives funding
with United for Libraries help
Gilmanton (N.H.) Year-Round Library, one of 10
recipients of United for Libraries 2013 Neal-
Schuman Foundation Grants, successfully passed
a warrant article requesting $52,000 from the
town of Gilmanton on March 11. In 2013,
residents voted down the funding for the library,
but this year the warrant article passed 500–483. The library’s
association is crafting a plan to make library funding a constant in the
town’s budget....
United for Libraries, Mar. 18; Manchester New Hampshire Union-Leader, Mar. 13

Apply for the ACRL Immersion Program
ACRL invites you to apply for its Immersion ’14 Program. The
program’s Intentional Teacher and Assessment Tracks will be offered
simultaneously November 19–22 in Nashville, Tennessee. Applications
for both tracks will be accepted through May 2. Acceptance for both
tracks is competitive to ensure an environment that fosters group
interaction and active participation....
ACRL, Mar. 14

Identify a landmark C&RL article
In preparation for the upcoming celebration of ACRL’s
75th anniversary, the editorial board of College and
Research Libraries is asking the journal’s readers to
help identify seven “landmark” articles from C&RL
history to be included in a special issue of the journal
to be published in March 2015 and discussed at the
ACRL 2015 Conference in Portland, Oregon. Voting for
the crowdsourced issue is now open and will close at
the end of April....
ACRL, Mar. 17

Book Whisperer at AASL President’s
Program
Donalyn Miller (right), author of The Book Whisperer,
will headline the AASL President’s Program on June
28, as part of the 2014 ALA Annual Conference in Las
Vegas. In The Book Whisperer, Miller reflects on her
journey to become a reading teacher and describes
how she inspires and motivates her middle school
students to read 40 or more books a year. Her most recent book,
Reading in the Wild, offers solid advice on how to develop lifelong
reading habits....
AASL, Mar. 18

Educators and Common Core standards
A new report released by the National Center for
Literacy Education reveals that educators across the
US feel ill-prepared to help their students achieve
the new Common Core State Standards in literacy.
The report, Remodeling Literacy Learning Together:
Paths to Standards Implementation, investigates the

Calendar

Apr. 11:
Symposium on
Diversity in LIS
Education, University
of Maryland, College
Park.

Apr. 11:
Urban Librarians
Conference, S.
Stevan Dweck Center
for Contemporary
Culture, Brooklyn
(N.Y.) Public Library.

Apr. 22–24:
Catholic Library
Association, Annual
Convention, Pittsburgh.

Apr. 30–
May 2:
Educause Connect,
Baltimore Marriott
Waterfront Hotel,
Baltimore. “Solve,
Network, and Grow.”

May 3:
Free Comic Book
Day.

May 4–7:
14th Biennial United
States Agricultural
Information Network
(USAIN) Conference,
Burlington, Vermont.
“Sustainable
Agriculture:
Stewardship of Our
Information
Ecosystem.”

May 23:
Northern California
Technical Processes
Group, Annual
Program, Koret
Auditorium, San
Francisco Public
Library. “Archives in
the Digital Age: When
the Past Meets the
Future.”
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extent to which the professional expertise of
educators working together is driving standards
implementation. AASL members helped provide the data used in
creating this report....
AASL, Mar. 18

Student loan forgiveness webinar
archived
The archive of the webinar “Federal Student
Loan Forgiveness and Cancellation Benefits
for School Librarians” is now available to
view as part of the AASL professional
development repository, eCOLLAB. Presented
in collaboration with the ALA Washington
Office, the webinar archive features staff members from the US
Department of Education and a discussion of financial aid forgiveness
programs available to school librarians....
AASL, Mar. 17

Go back to the Top

Awards & Grants

2014 James Madison Award
On March 14, ALA awarded President Barack
Obama’s Review Group on Intelligence and
Communications Technologies the 2014 James
Madison Award during the 16th Annual
Freedom of Information Day in Washington,
D.C. The Presidential Review Group received
the award for calling for dozens of urgent and
practical reforms to the National Security Agency’s unlawful
surveillance programs. Members of the Review Group include Richard
Clarke (on the right), Michael Morell, Geoffrey Stone, Cass Sunstein
(on the left), and Peter Swire....
Office of Government Relations, Mar. 14

YALSA’s Volunteer of the Year
YALSA has awarded Kellie Tilton, administrative assistant of the Quick
Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers committee, with the
Volunteer of the Year Award. The award acknowledges the
contributions of YALSA members who have demonstrated outstanding
service to the mission, goals and work of YALSA during a given
service year....
YALSA, Mar. 18

Library Interior Design Awards deadline
The entry form for the 2014 ALA/IIDA Library Interior Design Awards
is now online. This biennial competition is cosponsored by ALA and
the International Interior Design Association. The awards honor
excellence in aesthetics, design, creativity, function, and satisfaction
of the client’s objectives. The competition is managed by the LLAMA

June 18–19:
Colorado Academic
Library Association
Summit, online.
“Educating in a World
of Diversity.”

July 6–18:
Western Archives
Institute, University
of California, Riverside.

Oct. 7–9:
Library Research
Seminar IV, The
University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign
Hotel and Conference
Center. “The Engaged
Librarian: Libraries
Partnering with
Campus and
Community.” The
deadline for proposal
submissions is May 15.

Nov. 14:
Academic Library
Association of Ohio,
Annual Conference and
40th anniversary,
Kalahari Resort and
Convention Center,
Sandusky, Ohio.
“Empowering Our
Communities.”

Nov. 24–26:
10th International
Conference on
Knowledge
Management, Miracle
Resort Hotel, Antalya,
Turkey. “Research Data
Management and
Knowledge Discovery.”

@ More...
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Buildings and Equipment Section Interior Design Awards Committee.
The deadline to submit an entry is March 28....
LLAMA, Mar. 18

Apply for a Sara Jaffarian Award
The ALA Public Programs Office is now accepting nominations for the
2014 Sara Jaffarian School Library Program Award for Exemplary
Humanities Programming. School libraries, public or private, that
served children in grades K–8 and conducted humanities programs
during the 2012–2013 school year are eligible. The winning library will
receive a $4,000 honorarium. To be considered, nominations must be
received by April 18....
Public Programs Office, Mar. 17

It’s time for the FAFLRT awards
The Federal and Armed Forces Libraries Round Table Awards
Committee is now accepting nominations for several awards
recognizing professional excellence and dedication. Help acknowledge
deserving colleagues and illuminate the important work and
accomplishments of federal information professionals by submitting
your nominations by April 29....
Federal and Armed Forces Libraries Round Table

NMRT offers a chance to attend Annual Conference
Members of the New Members Round Table are invited to submit a
250-word essay to win a ticket to attend an event of their choice at
the ALA Annual Conference in Las Vegas. Applications are due April
16....
New Members Round Table, Mar. 13

Travel stipends for National Library Legislative Day
YALSA has selected Robin Kurz, Lisa Lechuga, and Sarah Levin as the
recipients of stipends to attend ALA’s 40th annual National Library
Legislative Day, May 5–6, in Washington, D.C. YALSA’s YA Advocacy
Travel Stipend of $1,000 will provide recipients with funds to defray
the cost of event registration, travel expenses, hotel accommodations,
meals, and other travel expenses....
YALSA, Mar. 17

CCC Annual Conference Scholarships
The Copyright Clearance Center is continuing its Conference
Scholarship Program for Academic Librarians, which will award four
$1,500 grants to attend the ALA Annual Conference in Las Vegas.
Applicants must submit a response to the following question in 300
words or less: How will attending this conference benefit your
institution and you professionally? The deadline is April 11....
Copyright Clearance Center, Mar. 17

ARL Initiative to Recruit a Diverse Workforce
The Association of Research Libraries is accepting applications for the
Initiative to Recruit a Diverse Workforce, a program designed to
recruit MLIS students from traditionally underrepresented ethnic and
racial minority groups into careers in research libraries and archives.
The IRDW includes a stipend in support of MLIS education of up to
$10,000 over two years and other benefits. The application deadline is
April 28....
Association of Research Libraries, Mar. 17

2013 National Book Critics Circle awards
On March 13 at the New School in New York, the
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National Book Critics Circle announced the recipients
of its book awards for publishing year 2013. The
winners include Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s
audacious novel Americanah (Knopf), a love story,
immigrant’s tale, and acute snapshot of our times;
and Sheri Fink’s Five Days at Memorial: Life and
Death in a Storm-Ravaged Hospital (Crown), an
extraordinary reconstruction of the chaotic days
following Hurricane Katrina....
National Book Critics Circle, Mar. 13

2014 Oregon Book Awards
Oregon Literary Arts presented its Oregon Book
Awards in Portland March 17 for the best books
written by Oregon authors. Graham Salisbury, whose
books are set in his native Hawaii, took home the
Eloise Jarvis McGraw Award for Children’s Literature
for Calvin Coconut: Extra Famous. Ursula K. Le Guin,
the grande dame of science fiction, won the Ken
Kesey Award for her latest collection of stories, The
Unreal and the Real....
Portland Oregonian, Mar. 17

2014 Romantic Novel of the Year
Veronica Henry has won the 2014 Romantic Novelists
Association’s Romantic Novel of the Year Award,
pocketing a check for £5,000 ($8,294 US). Her novel,
A Night on the Orient Express (Orion), set amid a
group of passengers traveling from London to Venice,
was described as “epitomizing romance” by a panel of
five judges. Helen Fielding, author of the Bridget Jones
novels, was given an Outstanding Achievement
award....
The Bookseller, Mar. 18

2014 Kelpies Design and Illustration
Prize
Edinburgh-based illustrator Astrid Jaekel is the winner
of the inaugural Kelpies Design and Illustration Prize
for her design for the cover of The Sign of the Black
Dagger by Joan Lingard, to be published by Floris
Books in the autumn. The design was cited for its use
of mirrored images of Edinburgh to hint at the story’s
dual narrative. Designers across Scotland were invited
to come up with a cover for the novel. The
announcement was made at an award ceremony in Edinburgh on
March 14....
Floris Books, Mar. 15
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Groups urge S.C. legislature to restore funding
On March 12, the South Carolina House of Representatives passed a
budget that cut funding for the College of Charleston and the
University of South Carolina Upstate by $52,000 and $17,163,
respectively—the precise amounts each college spent on gay-themed
books for first-year students. House member Stephen Goldfinch (R-
Murrells Inlet) responded to student critics by saying: “I have a
simple solution for you: Ask your school to go private.” In a joint
letter dated March 17, the National Coalition Against Censorship (and
other groups that included ALA, ACRL, and the Association of
American Publishers) criticized attempts by the South Carolina State
Legislature to punitively defund state universities that assigned LGBT-
themed books to students....
National Coalition Against Censorship, Mar. 18; Comic Book Legal Defense Fund, Mar. 19

Penn student protest may save
part of math and science library
Less of the Math-Physics-Astronomy Library
(right) may be repurposed an active learning
classroom following outcry from mathematics
students and faculty. Professor David
Harbater teamed up with doctoral candidate Neel Patel to draft and
circulate a petition protesting the changes to the library. The petition,
with more than 500 signatures, was submitted to the provost March
10. A second online petition has also garnered more than 500
signatures. Under the new plan, only 20% of the library would be
remodeled and all mathematics texts could remain within the room....
Daily Pennsylvanian, Mar. 16

Spending on children’s books down in Miami
Squeezed by tax cuts, Florida’s largest library system can’t buy nearly
the number of children’s books it used to. Countywide, Miami-Dade
libraries budgeted about $90,000 for children’s books this year, a
fraction of the $1.3 million the system spent in 2005 and about 60%
below the $210,000 budget in place just three years ago. Tight
funding has forced Elizabeth Pearson, head of children’s titles for the
library system, to perform literary triage each month as she places
orders with publishers....
Miami Herald, Mar. 18

Avid reader leaves NYPL $6 million
A generous New Yorker has donated $6 million to the New York Public
Library in honor of her love of reading. Lotte Fields bequeathed the
donation to the library after her death at the age of 89. Although she
was a regular modest donor to the library, the extraordinary gift was
unexpected. The library will split the funds between its branch
libraries and the Stephen A. Schwarzman Building on 42nd Street,
with each receiving half....
New York Public Library, Mar. 13

Advocates plead to save two St.
Louis County branches
The fates of two St. Louis County branch
libraries are all but sealed, but those who
love their branches pleaded March 17 for
officials to reconsider plans to knock them
down. At the library trustees meeting, speakers urged the board to
reconsider plans to demolish the Lewis and Clark and Tesson Ferry
branches, but Director Kristen Sorth said the plans have been under
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discussion since 2008....
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Mar. 18

Packing heat in your library bookbag
Laurie Roberts writes: “Every day all over Arizona, people take their
lives into their own hands as they dare to take their books back to
the library. That’s because you can’t take your AR-15, your AK-47, or
your Sig Sauer P290 into the public library. Fortunately, Arizona
House Bill 2339 would allow people who have concealed-carry permits
to bring their guns into libraries, recreation centers, and most any
other public building unless said building is outfitted with metal
detectors and armed guards. Public schools and colleges would remain
off limits.”...
Phoenix Arizona Republic, Mar. 14

School librarian on Jeopardy!
Julie Hornick (right), a media specialist at
River Oaks Middle School in North
Charleston, South Carolina, was up against
Jeopardy! returning champion Arthur Chu
on the show that aired March 12. Hornick
did not go down without a fight, answering
questions that covered material from
television networks, to theater, medical terminology, and Italian
adjectives. Host Alex Trebek revealed to viewers that this is not
Hornick’s first time on a game show: She has also appeared on
Weakest Link....
Summerville (S.C.) Journal Scene, Mar. 19

Virginia teenager organizes Brain
Awareness Day
A teen homeschooler with a passion for neuroscience
and an enthusiastic YA librarian have joined forces to
launch Brain Awareness Day March 15 at the Ashburn
branch of the Loudoun County (Va.) Public Library.
The event coincided with international Brain Awareness
Week, a global initiative designed to increase
awareness of the importance of brain research. 13-
year-old Hasna Rizwan met up with Myisha Fuller, who
had just been hired as Ashburn’s full-time teen librarian, to bring a
neuroscience program to the library....
Leesburg (Va.) Today, Mar. 12

San Diego library becomes
popular wedding venue
San Diego, California, couples are getting
hooked by the books at the new Central
Library, as declarations of eternal love are
made amidst the sweeping views of the city
and bay from its 9th floor. Thirty-five
weddings have been booked for 2014 at the Shiley Special Events
Suite, said Library Director Deborah Barrow in a report to the city
council’s Budget Committee. Requests for matrimonial ceremonies are
coming in at a rate of 10 per month....
KSWB-TV, San Diego, Calif., Mar. 14

Tokyo police make arrest in Anne
Frank diary vandalism
An unemployed man, arrested for illegal entry
into a bookstore in Tokyo, has admitted to
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destroying more than 300 books about
Holocaust victim Anne Frank in some 40
Tokyo public libraries. The man, said to be in
his 30s, was taken into custody on March 7 after security camera
footage showed him entering a bookstore where the vandalism
occurred. He gave no motive for his actions. According to police, his
words were often gibberish and made no sense....
Japan Daily Press, Mar. 14
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Issues

Take down but don’t take away
Carrie Russell writes: “The Library Copyright Alliance submitted
comments (PDF file) in March to the House Judiciary Subcommittee
on Courts, Intellectual Property, and the Internet regarding another
hearing on copyright reform. This hearing concerned Section 512 of
the copyright law (called the “notice-and-takedown” provision) of the
Digital Millennium Copyright Act of 1998, which provides ISPs
protection from liability for the infringing actions of network users.
Libraries can be considered ISPs when they provide Wi-Fi or other
network services.”...
District Dispatch, Mar. 17

Orphan works roundtables
Carrie Russell writes: “While reviewing my notes from the US
Copyright Office’s orphan works roundtables, it is clear that some
rights holders were still stinging from the results of two recent court
rulings—the HathiTrust and Google Book Search decisions. In both,
the court validated that the scanning of books was a transformative
fair use protected by copyright to enhance search, preserve texts, and
make content available to people with print disabilities. The rights
holders did not prevail because they believed that prior permission
and perhaps a fee are necessary and that fair use did not apply to
full text scanning. Both cases are on appeal.”...
District Dispatch, Mar. 19; Inside Higher Ed, Oct. 12, 2012; New York Times, Nov. 15,
2013

Happy Sunshine Week 2014
Sunshine Week is the week every year when
open-government activists and organizations,
journalists, librarians, teachers, and others
interested in the public’s right to know promote
a dialogue about the importance of open
government and freedom of information and the Freedom of
Information Act. As a precursor, the Congressional Data Coalition sent
a letter March 7 to the House of Representatives (PDF file) calling for
access to legislative data on bill status....
Free Government Information, Mar. 17

Half of federal agencies use outdated FOIA
regulations
Nearly half (50 out of 101) of all federal agencies have still not
updated their Freedom of Information Act regulations to comply with
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Congress’s 2007 FOIA amendments, and even more agencies (55 of
101) have FOIA regulations that predate and ignore President
Obama’s and Attorney General Holder’s 2009 guidance for a
“presumption of disclosure,” according to the new National Security
Archive FOIA Audit released March 14 to mark Sunshine Week....
National Security Archive, Mar. 14

A 10-point plan to keep the
NSA out of our data
Kim Zetter writes: “When lawmakers
seem disinclined to make the right
decisions to protect our data and secure
the integrity of the internet, the
responsibility falls on the technology
community to step in and do the right thing to secure our future. Just
ask Edward Snowden. Wired consulted with experts to compile this
list of 10 measures tech companies should adopt to protect customer
data.”...
Wired: Threat Level, Mar. 18; Electronic Frontier Foundation, Mar. 13

The case for universalizing broadband
The International Telecommunication Union /
UNESCO Broadband Commission for Digital
Development’s latest State of Broadband (PDF file)
report calls for the universal adoption of broadband-
friendly practices and policies. Availability and
affordability gaps affect people in Africa, Asia, and
Latin America disproportionately. But innovations in
broadband are helping the world’s poor bridge the digital divide and
are contributing to economic, social, and cultural development....
iTuBlog, Mar. 18

Why academic libraries should lead higher ed
change
Joshua Kim writes: “The challenge that we face in higher education is
how we can change while simultaneously preserving our most closely
held values. How do we increase postsecondary productivity while
guarding against commodification? How do we increase quality while
increasing access? The academic library, and academic librarians, may
be in the best position to answer these questions. Here’s why.”...
Inside Higher Ed: Technology and Learning, Mar. 12

The Ithaka Report: Perspective from a small college
Jessica Olin writes: “The Ithaka S+R US Library Survey 2013 was
published in mid-March. Since I’m a library director, I was invited to
fill out the survey last year, and I was indeed one of the respondents.
I’ve taken the last week to read and ponder the results: how they
dovetail and differ from my own experience as a library director, and
which parts of the survey resonated with me and which parts made
me itch with an allergy-like reaction.”...
Letters to a Young Librarian, Mar. 18

Go back to the Top

Tech Talk

US will cede its oversight of internet
addresses
The United States will relinquish its role overseeing
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the system of web addresses and domain names that
form the basic plumbing of the internet, turning it
over in 2015 to an international group whose
structure and administration will be determined over the next year.
The function has been subcontracted since 1998 to the Internet
Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers, an international
nonprofit organization....
New York Times, Mar. 15

My first hackathon
Eric Phetteplace writes: “In January, I attended
my first hackathon during the ALA Midwinter
Meeting. Libhack was coordinated by the Library
Code Year Interest Group, and Penn State
University graciously hosted the event in the Van
Pelt Library. What’s a hackathon? It’s a short event, usually a day or
two, wherein coders and other folks get together to produce software.
LibHack focused on APIs from two major library organizations: OCLC
and the Digital Public Library of America.”...
ACRL TechConnect Blog, Mar. 18

How to check whether an email address is valid
Amit Agarwal writes: “The easy option would be that you send a
dummy mail to that email address, wait for an hour or so, and see if
your message bounces. The other slightly technical option to verify an
email address is by querying the mail server. But let me share an
extremely simple and instantaneous method for checking to see if an
email address exists or not.”...
Digital Inspiration, Mar. 14

Windows XP attacks are six times
more likely than for Windows 7
Brad Chacos writes: “The words of warning
about Windows XP’s impending end of life are
no joke. After April 8, Microsoft will stop
supplying security patches for the 13-year-old operating system—and
a recent blog post by Avast, provider of one of the more popular free
antivirus solutions around, drives home just how dangerous using
Windows XP beyond that is. XP users are six times more likely to get
attacked—and that’s while the operating system is still supported.”...
PC Magazine, Mar. 18; Avast! Blog, Mar. 17

The best Raspberry Pi
accessories
Thorin Klowsowski writes: “The Raspberry Pi
is a fantastic open source device. So, let’s
build a list of the best accessories for your
various DIY projects. Since its launch, a ton
of accessories have come out for it. Some of
these add basic functionality like Bluetooth or Wi-Fi, but others add
crazy features like a camera. We’ll start the list with some of our
favorites.”...
Lifehacker, Mar. 19

Which browser is best?
Michael Muchmore writes: “Today’s Windows web
browser choices are fast, secure, and compliant with
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new web standards. The products most people are
likely to have heard of—Chrome, Internet Explorer,
and Firefox—also sport trim, clear interfaces. But
each browser has its own appeal and unique features.
You still have several excellent choices, so it’s just a matter of
deciding what feature is most important to you.”...
PC Magazine, Mar. 13

The best Chromebook (for now)
The Wirecutter writes: “After testing every
Chromebook on the market we can say that
most of them are not worth buying, but one
of them did stand out to us. Our favorite
Chromebook is the $270 Acer C720-2844.
With a Haswell processor and 4GB of RAM, it
has enough oomph to show you the internet
without getting in your way, and enough battery power to go all
day.”...
The Wirecutter, Mar. 17

Cards, code, and wearables
Benedict Evans writes: “Google has announced
Android Wear, a new extension of Android to
power smart watches. The Wear concept is
that smart watches are remote touch displays
for an Android smartphone. They will show
the time, accept touch and voice input, display
the Google Now feed, and they will display all
the notifications that apps on your phone produce. In effect, the
watch is a device for using Google Now and cards that apps on the
phone send to it.”...
Benedict Evans, Mar. 19

How to read the newspaper on
your computer in 1981
Jason English writes: “Here’s a fascinating
1981 news report (2:16) explaining how
certain San Francisco residents were reading
the morning paper on their computers. We’ve
come a long way: ‘It takes over two hours to
receive the entire text of the newspaper over
the phone, and with an hourly usage charge of $5, the new tele-
paper won’t be much competition for the 20-cent street edition.’”...
Mental Floss, Mar. 18; KRON-TV, San Francisco, 1981; YouTube, Mar. 26, 2008
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DCWG at PLA
Alan S. Inouye writes: “Cuyahoga County
(Ohio) Public Library Director Sari Feldman
and Multnomah County (Oreg.) Library
Director Vailey Oehlke represented ALA’s Digital Content Working
Group (DCWG) at last week’s Public Library Association Conference in
Indianapolis. One of DCWG’s major activities at the conference was to
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host a session titled “Public Libraries in the Marketplace: The Business
of Digital Content.” This session featured Skip Dye, vice president of
Library and Academic Sales at Random House, and Steve Potash,
chief executive officer at OverDrive, and attracted several hundred
conference attendees.”...
AL: E-Content, Mar. 19

Do ebooks encourage more reading?
Rachel Edidin writes: “A recent survey by UK charity Quick Reads
indicates that adult readers tend to read more and stick with books
longer if they’re using an e-reader. According to the survey, 48% of
UK adults who use e-readers say the technology gets them to read
more. In addition to that, 41% of respondents reported that being
able to look up words they don’t know makes reading easier, and
more than half say that being able to change the size and appearance
of text helps as well.”...
Wired: Underwire, Mar. 18; NIACE, Feb. 6

The right to e-read
The European Bureau of Library Information and
Documentation Associations has launched a campaign
to raise awareness about the obstacles libraries face
in lending ebooks and other digital content. “The
Right to E-Read” campaign is being carried out in all
European countries. EBLIDA is encouraging them to
join in on April 23, the United Nations’ World Book and Copyright
Day, to emphasize e-reading and publicize its 2013 ebook policy for
libraries in Europe. CILIP’s Yvonne Morris has more details....
European Bureau of Library Information and Documentation Associations; Shelf Free, Mar.
12

Apps that bring comic books to life
Kit Eaton writes: “Comic books are the center of a
huge industry—from toys and games to blockbuster
movies—and there are plenty of apps to help you
enjoy them. An impressive start is comiXology’s
Comics app. It is free for iOS, Android, Windows 8,
and Kindle Fire devices, though you have to sign up
for an account with the company. Part of the interface is dedicated to
helping users find, buy, and download comic books from a digital
store and part is a clever comic book e-reader.”...
New York Times: Personal Tech, Mar. 19

Recorded Books partners with
FastPencil
Recorded Books has announced a partnership
with self-publishing resource FastPencil to bring public libraries an
electronic resource that enables established and aspiring authors to
create and prepare original works for publication. FastPencil’s
technology provides libraries with an end-to-end publishing network
that helps authors write, manage, convert, and distribute books and
ebooks....
Recorded Books, Mar. 18
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2014 books from past Newbery winners
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Travis Jonker writes: “A while back I ran the numbers
and, aside from fooling people into thinking I liked
math, was fairly surprised to find that about 33% of
Newbery authors win more than once. Since that post,
what happened? Kate DiCamillo took home her second
gold seal. With that in mind, let’s take a look at the
2014 releases from those who have already received
Newbery medals or honors. Note: I excluded picture
books from this list.”...
100 Scope Notes, Mar. 18; Sept. 12, 2013

The best books for readers in every
Divergent faction
What better way to learn more about a people (or, in
Divergent’s case, a faction) than by studying its most
cherished books? To that end, the Barnes & Noble
editors bring you this top-secret list of required reads
for all five factions (Erudite, Abnegation, Dauntless,
Candor, and Amity) of Veronica Roth’s bestselling
Divergent trilogy. Or perhaps you find yourself in all
five?...
Barnes & Noble Book Blog, Mar. 17

How to throw a Divergent party
Colleen Seisser writes: “I am here to tell you how
you, too, can throw an awesome Divergent party
to celebrate the release of the movie on March
21. We encouraged our party guests to dress up
like their favorite character or faction. We also
made a station where guests could create their
own temporary Divergent tattoos. Finally, if you
have time left or you need one more activity for
your party, trivia is always a sure bet.”...
YALSA The Hub, Mar. 17; Veronica Roth, Apr. 26, 2012; EarlyWord: The Publisher |
Librarian Connection, Mar. 17

Books for Veronica Mars and friends
Julie Bartel writes: “The Veronica Mars movie, which
opened in theaters March 14, continues the adventures
of Veronica Mars, girl detective, and her circle of
friends and enemies. As librarian at Veronica’s Neptune
High School, I’ve been recommending books to the
teens of Neptune for years. I’ll share a few with you,
and give you a head’s up on what I’m passing on
when the gang comes back to visit me during reunion
weekend.”...
YALSA The Hub, Mar. 14

British women’s history in YA lit
Jennifer Rummel writes: “March is Women’s History
Month, celebrated worldwide. In the UK, the Great
Reform Act of 1832 excluded all women from voting
by specifically changing the word ‘person’ to ‘male.’ In
1918, women started to regain voting privileges, but
it wasn’t until 1928 that women over the age of 21
had the same voting rights as men. As a tribute and
celebration to all the previous women who have
challenged the rules, here’s a list of books throughout
British history from a woman’s perspective.”...
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YALSA The Hub, Mar. 18

World Book Night releases top 20
library giver locations
Carl Lennertz, World Book Night’s executive director, has shared the
list of the Top 20 library giver locations for World Book Night 2014
US, which takes place every year on April 23 (Shakespeare’s
birthday). 25,000 book givers each give away 20 copies of a specially-
printed, not-for-resale World Book Night US edition of a book they
have read and loved, chosen from a list of 39 titles selected by a
panel of librarians and booksellers. The volunteers personally hand
out their copies to complete strangers who may never have owned a
book....
Infodocket, Mar. 17

Are audiobooks worse than real books?
Rachel Smalter writes: “Inquiring minds want to know: Are
audiobooks really on the same level as print books? If you listen to a
book on audio, will you be able to pay attention to and remember it
as well as if you had read it in print? We can all thank science for
stepping in and solving another nail biter, because science has spoken
and the answer is ‘No. Audiobooks are worse than real books.’” Or at
least audiobooks are more conducive to mind-wandering than silent
reading....
BookRiot, Mar. 12; Frontiers in Psychology 4 (2013): 892

18 booksellers who blog
Lily King writes: “Many AbeBooks booksellers
are also dedicated bloggers. Each seller’s
blog is one of a kind, created with a deep
love of books—from sharing images of
vintage cover art, to cataloging recent acquisitions and sales, to
publishing in-depth educational articles, to recounting highly
entertaining stories of personal experiences, both in the trade and
about the book life in general. Check them out—we think you’ll be
impressed.”...
AbeBooks’ Reading Copy, Mar. 18

The 25 best Tumblrs for book
readers
Anna Washenko writes: “Tumblr has built
itself as the center of a large creative
community. You can find graphic artists, hilarious GIFs, and talented
musicians sharing their work. It’s also home to countless readers,
writers, and book lovers. If you’re a true bibliophile, Tumblr has many
blogs to feed your love of the written word. Here’s a small sampling
of its book bonanza.”...
Mashable, Mar. 13

UK nonprofit: Stop promoting
kids’ books by gender
Let Toys Be Toys in the UK has launched
a campaign that is encouraging children’s
publishers and booksellers to get rid of
gender-specific marketing for children’s
books. According to Let Books Be Books,
pushing pink princesses on girls and blue robots on boys stifles their
development as readers whose interests are a lot more diverse. The
campaign has won the support of bookseller Waterstones, as well as
children’s laureate Malorie Blackman, poet laureate Carol Ann Duffy,
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author Philip Pullman, and a handful of publishers....
GalleyCat, Mar. 17; The Guardian (UK), Mar. 16

Librarians’ choice: Top 20 South African
books 1994–2014
The Library and Information Association of South Africa
has adopted the theme “Celebrating Libraries in 20
Years of Democracy” for its activities in 2014, which
includes The Librarians Choice: Top 20 South African
Books, 1994–2014. In celebrating this theme, librarians
across South Africa were invited to identify the top 20
books published in the past 20 years that were written
about South African life by a South African in one of
the country’s official languages and that focus on democracy....
Library and Information Association of South Africa, Mar. 10

Go back to the Top

Tips & Ideas

School libraries need your help
Emily Sheketoff writes: “The US Department of Education is looking
for peer reviewers for a possible school library grant competition this
summer. The federal agency is seeking school librarians, educators,
literacy specialists, administrators, digital media education specialists,
college or university educators, researchers, and education
consultants to fill the bill as peer reviewers. Apply by April 1.”...
District Dispatch, Mar. 12

IMLS to host meetings with library stakeholders
The Institute of Museum and Library Services, the primary federal
funder of the nation’s 123,000 libraries, is launching a series of
meetings to hear from a broad range of stakeholders about future
IMLS funding strategies, particularly for the agency’s National
Leadership Grant program. The kickoff event, to be held at the New
York Public Library on April 29, will examine how IMLS can best
support national digital initiatives....
Institute of Museum and Library Services, Mar. 19

Gale’s “Libraries Are Beautiful”
photo contest
In celebration of National Library Week, April
13–19, Gale is calling all library lovers to
show how their library makes their
community a more beautiful place—physically
or metaphorically. To enter, library staff,
students, or patrons can submit (through March 28) a picture of the
nominated library along with a short write-up for any of five award
categories. One “Best of Category” winner will be selected per
category and will receive $500. One grand prize winner will be
awarded “Best in Show” and take home $2,500....
Gale, Mar. 19

Digital badging system
The Brooklyn Public Library and
BiblioCommons have received a $250,000
grant from the Institute of Museum and Library Services to create and
pilot a library-based digital badging system built on the Mozilla Open
Badge standard. Inspired by the 2013 Chicago Summer of Learning
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program, the project will develop a technical infrastructure for
participating libraries to provide their patrons with the tools to access,
manage, and collect a variety of badges representing their passions,
interests, and library activities, all in a familiar and supportive library
environment....
BiblioCommons, Mar. 18

A guide to Facebook privacy
settings
Katharine Knibbs writes: “The first thing you
have to realize about Facebook: Nothing you
put there is truly private. Every time you
like a product or even look at a page, the
company itself is taking note. The key is
making sure you’re presenting the most
appropriate profile possible to each friend. So let’s go over the various
settings you can change to ensure pictures of your wacky jaunt to
Vegas don’t end up at the top of your boss’s news feed.”...
Techlicious, Mar. 12

Discovery systems: Testing known item searching
Emily Singley writes: “Many libraries have responded to user demand
for Google-style searching by implementing web scale discovery
services such as EDS, Primo, Summon, and WorldCat Local. By
exporting their local catalogs to these indexes, libraries create ‘single
search’ across articles and books. One frustration with this approach
has been that local collections get lost in the overwhelming amount of
subscription article content. For this post, I conducted a test of
known-item print-book searches in eight different implementations.”...
Usable Libraries, Mar. 18

Ditch the PowerPoint
Alan Yu writes: “About six months ago, a group
of physicists working on the Large Hadron
Collider addressed a problem they’ve been
having for a while. Whenever they had
meetings, everyone stuck to the prepared slides
and couldn’t really answer questions that
weren’t immediately relevant to what was on
the screen. The point of the forum is to start discussions, so the
physicists banned PowerPoint. The communication became much more
two-way instead of just the speaker speaking at length for 15 or 20
minutes.”...
NPR: All Tech Considered, Mar. 16; Symmetry Magazine, Mar. 6

Edible books as a pedagogical
tool in Latvia
John Lubans teaches an eight-week class on
“The Democratic Workplace” in the
Department of Information and Library
Studies at the University of Latvia in Riga.
He writes: “As readers of this blog know, I
have the students in my Democratic
Workplace class participate in the international Edible Books festival
(B2E). This spring, well ahead of the official April 1 celebration, five
teams (of four people each) planned, shopped, baked, and prepared
their productions and 20-minute presentations.”...
Leading from the Middle, Mar. 18

Why academic libraries weed
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Joe Hardenbrook writes: “Weeding—withdrawing
books from the library’s collection—is one those
dreaded librarian tasks. It usually sits on the back
burner; other projects are often more pressing, or
it’s simply being avoided. However, it’s an important
task and one that can be fraught with controversy.
Public libraries, which frequently need to refresh their collections to
offer bestsellers, often pop up in the news when it comes to weeding
books. For academic libraries, the process seems to be a taboo
subject.”...
Mr. Library Dude, Mar. 12

“Librarian” is never an entry-level position
Emily Weak writes: “Sometimes I hear people getting annoyed about
entry-level librarian job postings that ask for experience. And I get it.
Entry-level jobs are by definition jobs that don’t require experience.
But librarian positions just aren’t entry-level. The niche of the librarian
in the library shouldn’t be filled by a greenie who’s done nothing but
go to school. School can teach some of the skills you need to be a
librarian, but not all of them.”...
MLISsing in Action, Mar. 17

The scariest things we’ve done in library school
Julia Feerrar writes: “I’ve felt like I was ‘out on the tightrope’ many
times during library school and, as uncomfortable as it is, I’ve tried to
embrace the feeling. Instead of letting fear cripple me, I try to use it
as a motivator to find some extra courage and continue on whatever
nerve-wracking track I’m currently on. Sharing the things that scare
us can be motivating and empowering, so we would like to share the
scariest things we’ve done in library school and what we learned from
the process.”...
Hack Library School, Mar. 17

Why good managers are so rare
Randall Beck and James Harter write: “Gallup has found that one of
the most important decisions companies make is simply whom they
name manager. Yet our analysis suggests that they usually get it
wrong. In fact, Gallup finds that companies fail to choose the
candidate with the right talent for the job 82% of the time. If great
managers seem scarce, it’s because the talent required to be one is
rare.”...
Harvard Business Review: HBR Blog Network, Mar. 13

10 videos from DPLA’s
collections
Kenny Whitebloom writes: “While most
Digital Public Library of America users
are familiar with the millions of images
and texts in our collections, most may
not be aware that we also have a
growing assortment of some 15,000+ video records. These videos—
browsable by searching our whole collection and then filtering by
moving image in the type facet—cover a wide range of subjects. Here
are 10 amazing videos from our collections, some short and some
long.”...
DPLA Blog, Mar. 14

Take a 3D tour of the planets 
Richard Byrne writes: “NASA’s Eyes on
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the Solar System offers 3D tours of the
solar system in your browser. You can
put the tours on auto-play or go through
them manually. You also have the option
to explore the Solar System without the
guidance of a tour. I tried it both ways
and found it much easier to use the
tours as a guide for exploring the Solar System. The tours have some
multimedia elements included in some of the stops as you move
along.”...
Free Technology for Teachers, Mar. 16

12 diagrams that changed our
understanding of the Solar System
Lauren Davis writes: “These days, we are treated
to glorious images of the cosmos through
astrophotography and sophisticated three-
dimensional visualizations of the universe. In the
early centuries of astronomy, however, our visions
of the cosmos often took the shape of diagrams—
representing what we believed about our solar
system. Here are 12, from Ptolemy to William Herschel.”...
io9, Mar. 18

A cartographic history of the
Crimea
Bridget Kendall writes: “Passions are being
fired by history, as the old maps in the
British Library’s collection reveal. Crimea, a
small peninsula in the Black Sea, below
Russia and Ukraine, is now the focus and
flashpoint of the crisis after Russia has
declared it an independent state. But in the 18th century, it was part
of the Ottoman Empire, ruled by the Khan of the Crimean Tatars.
That lasted until Russia’s Catherine the Great annexed it in 1783 and
made it part of the Russian Empire.” Cartographers remain cautious
about the current developments....
BBC News, Mar. 13; ITAR-TASS News Agency, Mar. 17; Business Day, Mar. 17

11 ridiculously overdue library books
Mental Floss has collected accounts of 11 library books
that were returned anywhere from 21 to 221 years
after they were checked out. One was this Real Book
about Snakes (right) by Jane Sherman, which was
overdue for 41 years from the Champaign County
Library in Urbana, Ohio. The patron actually paid a fine
of $299.30 and apologized for being a slow reader. The
oldest was a copy of The Law of Nations by Emer de
Vattel, which George Washington had borrowed from the New York
Society Library in 1789. For more, see the ALA Library’s Pinterest
board on Seriously Overdue Books Returned....
Mental Floss, Mar. 18

Librarian reviews albums in
husband’s “stupid record collection”
After nine years of moving house and growing
tired of packing and unpacking her husband Alex
Goldman’s hundreds of records, librarian and
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writer Sarah O’Holla decided it was finally time
to discover what he had been listening to all
these years, ranking each record in a new
Tumblr blog, “My Husband’s Stupid Record
Collection.” She plans to review all 1,500
records, including the singles, starting with the A’s. Her rules: “Listen
to the entire thing even if I really hate it. And make sure to comment
on the cover art.” But O’Holla has stirred up a gendered debate
across the web....
Gigwise, Mar. 17; On the Media, Mar. 14; Flavorwire, Mar. 18

Which Dewey Decimal class are you?
Michele Kirschenbaum, information literacy librarian for EasyBib, offers
this BuzzFeedesque quiz to find out your personal DDC “hundred
division.” She writes: “Ever wonder what it would be like to become a
book? Where would you be in the library? Which Dewey Decimal
number would you be given? Take this quiz to find out.” (AL Direct
predicts that most librarians will wind up in the 000s.)...
EasyBib, Mar. 14

15 reasons to date a librarian
Online dating website eHarmony offers these
15 reasons for dating a librarian. Some of
them actually make sense: “3. They’re
passionate about learning and making
information accessible to everyone. 5.
Librarians are organized, analytical, and
budget-conscious. 8. Librarians are doing what they love. 14. Ignore
stereotypes; they don’t really apply anymore.”...
eHarmony Advice, Aug. 13, 2013
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American Libraries Online

Melvil Dewey: Compulsive
innovator
Joshua Kendall writes: “While most
Americans know very little about ALA
founder Melvil Dewey (1851–1931),
nearly all are familiar with his signature
achievement, the Dewey Decimal
Classification system, which today
governs the arrangement of library books in nearly 150 countries.
Surprisingly, this ingenious search engine—the Google of its day—that
he first published in 1876 reveals much about the man himself, as it
was a direct outgrowth of the inner workings of his own mind. This
native of New York State’s burned-over district never could stop
thinking about the number 10.”...
American Libraries feature

Library: The most beautiful word?
Arthur Plotnik writes: “You might have missed it, but a
passage in author Christopher Hitchens’s 2010
memoir, Hitch-22, triggered a happy buzz among
library bloggers at the time, and it can still judder the
heart of library lovers. These days any good word
about libraries is cheering, and Hitchens exalted the
word library itself: ‘The lexicographer Wilfred Funk
was once invited to say what he thought was the most beautiful word
in the English language and nominated mange. If asked, I would
without hesitation give the word library.’ How many would agree?”...
American Libraries feature

Women making library history
Beverly Goldberg writes: “During Women’s History
Month, it’s become traditional to celebrate the
contributions of deceased women to scholarship and
society. American Libraries has certainly done its

 

2014 Annual
Conference and
Exhibition, Las Vegas,
June 26–July 1. Add value
when you add a
preconference to your
plans for Las Vegas:
Learn about circulating
iPads, branding and media
bootcamps, gamification,
data-driven decision
making, refreshers on
fundamentals, building
partnerships with
purpose, and many more
topics.
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share of articles about historic library figures over the
years, such as Mary Letitia Jones and Sadie Peterson
Delaney (PDF files). The Women of Library History
Tumblr has taken a refreshing approach to the topic by intermingling
homage to those of the past with the stories of inspirational living
librarians.”...
AL: The Scoop, Mar. 25

The continuing benefits of the
ALA Leadership Institute
Laurie D. Borman writes: “In August 2013,
40 librarians gathered at the Eaglewood
Resort and Spa in Itasca, Illinois, to
participate in the first ALA Leadership
Institute. Facilitated by ALA Past-President
Maureen Sullivan and ACRL Content
Strategist Kathryn Deiss, the group learned about models of
leadership, group dynamics, and shared ideas and research. They
covered such essential issues as leading in turbulent times,
interpersonal competence, power and influence, the art of convening
groups, and creating a culture of transformation.”...
AL: The Scoop, Mar. 26

Florida library peddles bikes
Gearing up for spring, the Winter Park (Fla.)
Public Library rolled out a new lending program:
eight new bicycles, including a two-seater
tandem, along with locks, helmets, and mounted
baskets (squeaky bike horns not included). The
bike lending program began February 11 after
the library received a $2,500 grant from the
Winter Park Health Foundation’s Healthy Central
Florida initiative. Card-holding library patrons can check out bikes for
one day....
American Libraries, Mar. 20

Copyright will be the next AL Live topic
Copyright issues pose many challenges for librarians. In an era when
we rely increasingly on electronic materials and still make use of
traditional resources, our picture of rights and responsibilities can get
cloudy. In “Copyright Conundrum,” a panel of experts will discuss the
challenges we face and strategies you can use to help navigate
copyright in this rapidly evolving area. Tune in at 2 p.m. Eastern time
on April 10 for this free, streaming video broadcast....
American Libraries, Mar. 21

Go back to the Top

ALA News
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Joint statement by ALA and its ethnic caucuses
The values of diversity, equity, and inclusion form the foundation of
the library profession and our professional associations. Those values
have been challenged by the discriminatory enforcement of the ‘Stand
Your Ground’ law in Florida and the fact that ALA’s 2016 Annual
Conference is scheduled for Orlando. The Executive Committee
members of ALA and the executive boards of BCALA, AILA, APALA,
CALA, and Reforma are issuing this joint statement of commitment
and action....
AL: The Scoop, Mar. 25

Think Fit: A healthy break during
Annual Conference
Attendees at the 2014 ALA Annual
Conference in Las Vegas have a special opportunity to take care of
their health as well as their professional development and networking.
Beginners and master yogi alike are encouraged to join the Think Fit
“Power Flow” yoga class on June 29 for a strength-building, body-
balancing workout. Led by certified instructor Erika Trujillo from Sin
City Yoga, this high-energy class should leave participants renewed,
refreshed, and ready for the day’s activities. Use Ticketed Event code
ALA3....
Conference Services, Mar. 24

ALA elections are open
Voting in the 2014 ALA elections is now open. On March 19–21, ALA
sent emails to voters, providing them with their unique pass codes
and information about how to vote online. The polls will close at
11:59 p.m. Central time on April 25....
Office of ALA Governance, Mar. 21

Celebrate NLW with new
promotions and tools
Looking for ways to promote National Library
Week, April 13–19? Librarians can encourage
local celebrities, library staff, and library
supporters to snap a selfie with the Lives
change @ your library word balloon (right)
and share their story of how the library has changed their life.
Camera-shy supporters can are also encouraged to tweet their change
using the hashtags #liveschange and #nlw14. There are also free
downloadable tools available on the NLW website. All participants will
be entered into a grand-prize drawing for a Kindle Fire HDX....
Campaign for America’s Libraries, Mar. 25

Sponsors for the next Emerging Leaders
The ALA Emerging Leaders program has begun the process of
preparing for the 2015 class of participants. We are now accepting
program sponsors. Sponsorship means that an organization will
provide financial support of at least $1,000 ($500 per conference) for
each Emerging Leader chosen as its participant. Sponsorship begins
October 2014 and ends July 2015. The deadline is April 11....
Office for Human Resource Development and Recruitment, Mar. 21

Libraries 
on Film

Sydney White
(2007). Amanda Bynes
as Southern Atlantic
University freshman
student Sydney White
falls asleep studying in
the library. She almost
misses a debate, but
her boyfriend Tyler
(Matt Long) kisses her
awake in time. Phyllis
Fludd White plays a
librarian.

Sylvia (1965). Viveca
Lindfors as Pittsburgh
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Financial literacy programming
during Money Smart Week
Seven hundred libraries of all types will be
helping people become money smart April 5–
12. Money Smart Week @ your library is a
partnership initiative between ALA and the Federal Reserve Bank of
Chicago to expand Money Smart Week to libraries across the country.
Libraries will present programs for all ages, and all stages of life,
related to personal financial literacy. For example, Rhode Island
Library Association is partnering with the Providence Housing
Authority to host a bilingual “Banking and Breakfast Expo.”...
Chapter Relations Office, Mar. 25

IFLA webinar archived
If you are curious about the International
Federation of Library Associations and
Institutions, what it does, and how you
might get involved, this webinar (59:28) is
for you. IFLA President-elect Donna
Scheeder provides an overview of IFLA’s
initiatives and highlights the upcoming
World Library and Information Congress in Lyon, France, this summer;
IFLA Governing Board Member Loida Garcia-Febo outlines the benefits
of attending and presenting a paper at the 2015 Congress in South
Africa....
International Relations Office, Mar. 20

Tablet computers in academic libraries 
Electronic discussion lists and boards, conference
presentations, and journal articles have already
suggested imaginative uses for tablet computers in an
academic setting. Tablet Computers in the Academic
Library, published as an ebook by ALA Editions,
collects the best of these cutting-edge ideas from a
range of contributors. Edited by Rebecca K. Miller,
Heather Moorefield-Lang, and Carolyn Meier, the
ebook is available from the ALA Store....
ALA Editions, Mar. 24

A guide to LIS literature
Library and Information Science: A Guide to Key
Literature and Sources, published by ALA Editions, is
a complete, up-to-date guide to sources of
information on library science, covering recent books,
monographs, periodicals, and websites, as well as
selected works of historical importance. In addition to
compiling an invaluable list of sources, author Michael
F. Bemis digs deeper, examining the strengths and
weaknesses of key works....
ALA Editions, Mar. 25

Get involved and reap the benefits
Sara Kelso writes: “This is the post where I convince you to get
involved, if you aren’t already, with professional organizations as a
library or information professional. I’m here to tell you that there are
enormous advantages to professional organization membership and
involvement that you may not have yet discovered. Fellow MLIS
students, I’m particularly talking to you. Allow me to enumerate the
myriad of benefits.”...
Hack Library School, Mar. 19

branch librarian Irma
Olanski recommends
Robin Hood to young
patron Herbert (Ricky
Allen) instead of the
War and Peace he was
going to check out.
Another library patron
(Carroll Baker as
Sylvia Karoki) wants
to read a book about a
“beautiful lady” and
Olanski recommends
Pride and Prejudice.

Szerafina (2007,
Hungary, short). Mari
Nagy is a librarian.

Tail Gunner Joe
(1977, made for TV).
Tim O’Connor is a
librarian.

This AL Direct feature
describes hundreds of films
(and some TV shows) in
which libraries and librarians
are featured, from 1912 to
the present. The full list is a
Web Extra associated with
The Whole Library
Handbook 5, edited by
George M. Eberhart and
published by ALA Editions.
You can browse the films on
our Libraries on Film
Pinterest board.
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Featured review: Fiction for youth

Sedgwick, Marcus. Midwinterblood. Feb. 2013.
272p. Gr. 9–12. Roaring Brook, hardcover
(978-1-59643-800-2).
In the year 2073, a reporter named Eric is
sent to Blessed Island to research a rare
flower called the Dragon Orchid. There he
finds an insular community of mysterious
villagers, a delicious tea that has him losing
days at a time, and a beguiling girl named
Merle. In just 50 pages, we reach a shattering conclusion—and
then start anew in 2011. An archaeologist is digging on
Blessed Island, where he meets a quiet boy named Eric and
his mother, Merle. So begins this graceful, confounding, and
stirring seven-part suite about two characters whose identities
shift as they are reborn throughout the ages....

Booklist Printz interview:
Marcus Sedgwick
Ilene Cooper writes: “In 2011, Marcus
Sedgwick’s Revolver was named a Printz Honor Book. Now, his
novel Midwinterblood has been named the 2014 Michael L.
Printz Award winner. Here, he tells Booklist how this powerful
story entwining sacrifice and love was conceived and how it
evolved.”...

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

Go back to the Top

Las Vegas Update

Career Leads
from

Assistant Community
Library Manager,
Queens (N.Y.) Library.
In partnership with the
Community Library
Manager, the Assistant
Community Library
Manager has overall
responsibility for the
leadership and
supervision of all staff,
including the timely
and objective feedback
of performance,
fostering the learning
and development of
staff, as well as for
providing and modeling
exceptional public
service to all age levels.
In the absence of the
Community Library
Manager, assumes the
responsibility of
managing the library
including materials
selection, programming,
physical maintenance,
meeting attendance,
regular reports,
records, and overall
direction of staff. Must
demonstrate leadership
competencies, including
initiative, flexibility in
approaching daily
responsibilities,
cooperative teamwork,
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The new downtown
Stefanie Bailey writes: “As you are making
your plans for ALA in Las Vegas, be sure to
save some time to see more than just the
Convention Center and the Strip. Just minutes
north of the Las Vegas Strip lies the
downtown area of Sin City. Its laid-back
atmosphere and hip young crowd are drawing
more visitors away from the Strip. The last few years have seen a
long-awaited revitalization effort taking place in this downtown
area.”...
YALSAblog, Mar. 24

Valley of Fire State Park
Valley of Fire is Nevada’s oldest and largest
state park, dedicated in 1935. Ancient trees
and early man are represented throughout
the park by areas of petrified wood and
3,000-year-old Indian petroglyphs. Popular
activities include camping, hiking, picnicking,
and photography. The park offers a full-scale
visitor center with extensive interpretive displays. Several group use
areas are also available. The park is six miles from Lake Mead and 55
miles northeast of Las Vegas. Daily summer temperatures average
100° F. and can reach 120° F. Rent a car to get there or take a Pink
Jeep Tour....
Nevada State Parks; Wikipedia; Pink Jeep Tours

Best Las Vegas golf courses
Vegas has beaten the odds and joined the
inner circle of outstanding desert golf
destinations. It can’t quite match Arizona or
Palm Springs for sheer quantity, but where
quality is concerned, Vegas golf can hold its
head high. Here are some of the best in the
area. For the best bargain, try the Wildhorse Golf Club (above), with
excellent mountain views, operated by the City of Henderson....
Golf Magazine, May 21, 2013

United steps up its carry-on rules
Brett Snyder writes: “United has recently
stepped up enforcement of its carry-on rules.
Now you will have to size your bag at the gate.
If it’s bigger than 22″ x 14″ x 9″, then you’ll
have to check it, and you’ll pay the bag fee to
do it. This should mean more bin space for
those who follow the rules, but it will cost you if
you don’t.”...
The Cranky Flier, Mar. 21; United Airlines

Division News

Every Child Ready to Read, Spanish
edition
ALSC and PLA have released a new Every Child
Ready to Read product. The Every Child Ready to
Read @ your Library Toolkit for Spanish-Speaking
Communities is now available as a digital download
from the ALA Store. The toolkit contains everything

and modeling
exemplary customer
service. Prepares
reports and statistics....

@ More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week

The Leonard H. Axe
Library Digital
Collections contain
selected material from
Pittsburg (Kans.) State
University’s Axe
Special Collections and
Archives pertaining
primarily to southeast
Kansas and the
university. The
collections specialize in
printed materials from
Southeast Kansas, its
culture and
inhabitants, and the
correspondence,
libraries, business files,
and memorabilia of
significant southeast
Kansans. Collections
include Ninth Army Air
Force photos from
World War II, mining
communities and
towns in Crawford and
Cherokee counties,
selected photographs
relating to the filming
of The Learning Tree
directed by Gordon
Parks in 1969, and
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you need to offer Every Child Read to Read
programming for your Spanish-speaking patrons.
This digital download is a turnkey product that includes Spanish-
language activities and booklists....
ALSC, Mar. 24

Paula Poundstone headlines United
for Libraries event
United for Libraries will host “The Laugh’s on Us,
sponsored by Sage,” featuring standup comedian
and author Paula Poundstone, on June 29 at the
ALA Annual Conference in Las Vegas. An
outspoken advocate for libraries, Poundstone
works with Friends groups to help them raise funds and raise
awareness of the importance of libraries....
United for Libraries, Mar. 25

LLAMA webinar on hiring and evaluation
If you are looking for a fairer and more accurate way to select new
hires or evaluate current employees, using rubrics may be just the
tool you need. LLAMA will present “Keeping it Fair: Using Rubrics in
Hiring and Evaluations” on April 23. This presentation will introduce
the topic of rubrics and describe best practices in their construction.
Register online....
LLAMA, Mar. 24

AASL preconferences 
Attendees will learn the power of persuasion and the principles of
project-based learning at preconferences offered by AASL before the
2014 ALA Annual Conference in Las Vegas. Half-day workshops “The
Power of Persuasion: Developing Influence to Become Your Own Best
Advocate” and “The PBL Way: Partnerships, Pedagogy, and Purpose”
will be offered on June 27, in Las Vegas. Add one of these workshops
to your conference registration....
AASL, Mar. 25

PLA preconferences
PLA is sponsoring three preconferences on June 27 that are ideal for
public library professionals: branding, collaborative culture, and
preparing for the role of director. Advance registration ends June 20.
Add one of these events to your conference registration....
PLA, Mar. 25

RUSA preconferences
RUSA is offering three preconferences on June 27 prior to the ALA
Annual Conference in Las Vegas. The topics cover how business
librarians support entrepreneurs, history genealogy, and the reference
interview. Advance registration ends June 20. Add one of these
events to your conference registration....
RUSA, Mar. 25

LITA preconferences
LITA is sponsoring three preconferences on June 27 prior to the ALA

oral history accounts
about farming and
farm life in southeast
Kansas during the late
1800s and early
1900s.

Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site, Check out
our Featured Digital
Libraries Pinterest board.

Noted and
Quoted

“[I]t seems that
those using libraries
are somewhat
homogenous: they’re
mostly wealthy,
well-educated, and
well-informed. Yet
the library ought to
reach a diverse
population: it ought
to offer resources to
those from lower
incomes, without
many community
connections, or to
those lacking
technological or
informational
resources. Yet many
such individuals are
the library’s rarest
frequenters—or
never use it at all.”

—Conservative editor Gracy
Olmstead, commenting on the
recent Pew Research Center
report on typology of public
library engagement, in “Pop
Culture and the Public
Library,” The American
Conservative, Mar. 15.

”The public may
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Annual Conference in Las Vegas. The topics include managing data,
practical Linked Data, and web therapy. Advance registration ends
June 20. Add one of these events to your conference registration....
LITA Blog, Mar. 26

Preconference on serving incarcerated youth
ASCLA is offering a preconference showing how librarians are
collaborating to serve incarcerated youth on June 27 prior to the ALA
Annual Conference in Las Vegas. Hear about how New York City
librarians are collaborating to serve students in custody and how New
York Public Library partners with Rikers Island to help youth maintain
connections to their families and literacy. Advance registration ends
June 20. Add this event to your conference registration....
ASCLA, Mar. 25

ALCTS virtual preconferences
Two virtual preconferences coming in June bring the conference
experience to you. ALCTS will offer two virtual preconferences that
are sure to guarantee a great experience: library preservation and
institutional repositories. Registration is open for each, so sign up
early to make sure you get a spot....
ALCTS, Mar. 21

New GiveALA opportunities from ALCTS
New GiveALA opportunities are now available through ALCTS. These
new opportunities offer donors three distinct categories of giving: new
and ongoing initiatives, Preservation Week, and supporting the good
work of ALCTS. Donations may be at any level....
ALCTS, Mar. 21

Get your library in strategic shape with PLA Boot
Camp
PLA is offering the always popular PLA Results Boot Camp, “Results
Are What Matters: Management Tools and Techniques to Improve
Library Services and Programs,” with June Garcia and Sandra Nelson,
August 4–8, at the Nashville (Tenn.) Public Library. Apply by June
13....
PLA, Mar. 25

ACRL program proposals for the 2015 Annual
Conference
ACRL invites its committees, sections, interest groups, and individual
members to consider submitting program proposals for the 2015 ALA
Annual Conference in San Francisco. Program proposals are due
September 1....
ACRL, Mar. 25

AASL seeks proposals for 2015 ALA Annual
AASL invites proposals for programs to be presented during the 2015
ALA Annual Conference in San Francisco, June 25–30. The deadline
for preconference submissions is 11:59 p.m. CDT on May 29. The
deadline for concurrent session submissions is August 25.
Submissions will only be accepted via the online form.... 
AASL, Mar. 25

ALCTS News editor wanted
ALCTS invites applications and nominations for the position of editor
of the ALCTS News, the division’s official news source. ALCTS News is
a digital news website. The editor will be appointed for a renewable

imagine that
libraries are dynamic
centers of learning
and community, but
the Pew data seems
[to] suggest that
they’re mostly places
where your
prosperous
neighbors borrow
books and movies
without having to
directly pay for
them.”

—Conservative journalist
David Harsanyi, commenting
on the recent Pew Research
Center report on typology of
public library engagement, in
“Libraries Are Failing
America,” The Federalist, Mar.
18.

“The public library is
failing in its mission
to reach poor
populations, but it is
not a failure at the
point of execution.
It’s a failure to
recognize and
provide the support
that it needs to reach
those people who
need it the most.
Public libraries
cannot exist on good
will alone, but a
financial
commitment to the
improvement of
communities that
need that extra
help.”

—Andy Woodworth, in
response to David Harsanyi’s
article, “Fisking How ‘Libraries
Are Failing America,’”
Agnostic, Maybe, Mar. 23.

@ More quotes...
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April:
School Library
Month.
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three-year term, beginning July 1, just after the ALA Annual
Conference in Las Vegas. The application deadline is April 18....
ALCTS, Mar. 24

C&RL book review editor wanted
Applications and nominations are invited for the
position of book review editor for ACRL’s College and
Research Libraries. The book review editor will work
closely with the editor, members of the editorial
board, production staff, and a team of reviewers to
provide reviews of new publications pertinent to academic and
research librarians. The deadline for applications is April 21....
ACRL, Mar. 24

PLA 2014 in Indianapolis
Humorist and author David Sedaris brought PLA 2014, the nation’s
largest public library conference, to a laugh-filled close on March 15.
Nearly 8,000 librarians, library workers, exhibitors, and supporters
participated in five days of programs that explored the changing role
of public libraries. Sessions and events featured the nation’s leading
innovators and professionals both within and outside of the library
community....
PLA, Mar. 20

Go back to the Top

Awards & Grants

David Loertscher wins Baber Research
Grant
David Loertscher (right) is the 2014 winner of ALA’s
Carroll Preston Baber Research Grant for his project
titled “The Impact of Co-Teaching on Learning When
Classroom Teachers Team with Teacher Librarians:
The Testing of an Unobtrusive Measurement Tool.”
The $3,000 grant focuses on a pressing national
issue that could lead to an improvement in library
services to any specific group of people....
Office for Research and Statistics, Mar. 25

New award: Roald Dahl’s Miss Honey Social Justice
Award
AASL invites applications for the Roald Dahl’s Miss Honey Social
Justice Award, a new addition to the division’s awards program.
Sponsored by Penguin Random House, the Roald Dahl Award
recognizes collaboration between school librarians and teachers in the
instruction of social justice using school library resources. The award
is named for Miss Honey, a character in Dahl’s Matilda. Recipients will
receive $2,000, a $5,000 book donation, and up to $1,000 to attend
ALA Annual Conference. Apply by June 1....
AASL, Mar. 20

2015 Arbuthnot Lecture with Brian
Selznick
ALSC has opened applications to host the 2015
Arbuthnot Lecture that will feature well-known
children’s book creator Brian Selznick (right).
Applications are due May 16. Information about host

Apr. 5–12:
Money Smart Week.

Apr. 8–11:
Texas Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Henry B.
Gonzalez Convention
Center, San Antonio.

Apr. 10–11:
Personal Digital
Archiving 2014
Conference, Indiana
State Library,
Indianapolis.

Apr. 13–19:
National Library
Week.

Apr. 15:
National Library
Workers Day.

Apr. 16:
National Bookmobile
Day.

Apr. 17:
Celebrate Teen
Literature Day.

Apr. 23:
World Book Night.

Apr. 23:
Inland Northwest
Council of Libraries,
Spring Workshop,
“American Indians in
Children’s and Young
Adult Literature,”
Northwest Museum of
Arts and Culture, 2316
West First Avenue,
Spokane, Washington.

Apr. 27–
May 3:
Preservation Week.

Apr. 30:
El día de los niños /
El día de los libros
(Children’s Day / Book
Day).
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site responsibilities is included in the application
materials. The lecture traditionally is held in April or
early May....
ALSC, Mar. 25

Literary Landmark designated for
William Stafford
United for Libraries, in partnership with Friends
of Lake Oswego (Oreg.) Public Library,
designated the library a Literary Landmark in
honor of William Stafford on Tuesday, February
25. Stafford, 1975–1979 poet laureate of
Oregon and 1970–1971 poetry consultant to the Library of Congress,
was an ardent supporter of the Lake Oswego Public Library, and he
dedicated the present library in 1983....
United for Libraries, Mar. 25

ASCLA award winners
The ASCLA 2014 award winners have been selected. The three awards
recognize outstanding achievement within the library profession by
librarians and libraries for significant current or past achievements,
including publications, program development, and leadership in the
profession....
ASCLA, Mar. 21

2014 Loleta D. Fyan Grant
The Haslet (Tex.) Public Library’s early science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics education program for preteens, the
Haslet Robotics Club, has been awarded the 2014 Loleta D. Fyan
grant. The library’s plan aims to fill science-based educational and
entertainment gaps for children aged 9–16 within their service area.
The $5,000 grant supports a project that will develop and improve
public library services....
Office for Research and Statistics, Mar. 25

2014 Summer Resources Reading Grants
YALSA has awarded 20 libraries with Summer Reading Resources
Grants. The grant is made possible through the Dollar General
Literacy Foundation. Each grant is worth $1,000. The grant will allow
libraries to purchase literacy resources to strengthen and expand the
impact of their summer reading programs....
YALSA, Mar. 21

2014 Teen Intern Grants
YALSA has awarded 20 libraries with Summer Reading Teen Intern
Grants. The grant is made possible through the Dollar General
Literacy Foundation. Each grant is worth $1,000. The grant will allow
libraries to hire teen interns who will assist in the implementation of
their summer reading programs....
YALSA, Mar. 21

Apply for a Smart Investing grant
Interested in applying for a grant from the
Smart Investing @ your library program?

Apr. 30–
May 2:
Tennessee Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Embassy
Suites, Murfreesboro.

Apr. 30–
May 2:
Utah Library
Association, Annual
Conference, South
Towne Expo Center,
Sandy.

Apr. 30–
May 2:
Washington Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Wenatchee
Convention Center,
Wenatchee.

May 1–7:
Choose Privacy
Week.

May 5–6:
National Library
Legislative Day.

May 7–9:
Maryland Library
Association and
Delaware Library
Association, Joint
Annual Conference,
Clarion Resort Hotel,
Ocean City, Maryland.

May 10–14:
Seminar on the
Acquisition of Latin
American Library
Materials, Annual
Conference, Radisson
Downtown, Salt Lake
City. “Family, Local,
and Micro-Regional
Histories and Their
Impact on
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Grant amounts range from $5,000 to
$100,000. The program is administered jointly
by RUSA and the FINRA Investor Education Foundation. Funds may be
used for a variety of activities that promote financial literacy in public
and community college libraries. The application deadline is June 5....
RUSA News, Mar. 24

Applications open for Krug Banned Books Week
grant
Applications are now open for the 2014 Judith F. Krug Memorial Fund
Banned Books Week event grants, sponsored by the Freedom to Read
Foundation. Organizations are encouraged to apply for grants of
$1,000 and/or $2,500 in support of “Read-Outs” or other activities
that celebrate Banned Books Week, held this year September 21–27.
Apply by April 30....
Freedom to Read Foundation, Mar. 25

2014 Broadband Champions
The California Emerging Technology Fund has
announced its 2014 Broadband Champions,
recognizing 15 individuals for their groundbreaking
work and strong commitment to close the Digital
Divide. There of the champions are librarians: Susan
Hildreth (right), director of the Institute of Museum
and Library Services; Connie Barrington, librarian,
Imperial County, California; and Linda Crowe,
executive director of Califa Library Group and executive director of
the Peninsula Library System, San Mateo County....
California Emerging Technology Fund, Mar. 25

NCSU’s Hunt Library wins
Stanford Prize
Cited for “the creative and bold vision that
went into designing an innovative model for a
research library as a high-technology research
platform,” the James B. Hunt Jr. Library at
North Carolina State University was awarded
the prestigious 2014 Stanford Prize for Innovation in Research
Libraries. The award honors the “innovative impulses in research
libraries worldwide.”...
North Carolina State University Libraries, Mar. 21

2014 Hans Christian Andersen Award
Japanese author Nahoko Uehashi (right) and
Brazilian illustrator Roger Mello have won the 2014
Hans Christian Andersen Award. The awards were
presented by the International Board on Books for
Young People, a nonprofit organization that
represents an international network of people who
are committed to bringing books and children
together. The award is given biennially to a living
author and illustrator whose complete works have made a lasting
contribution to children’s literature....
The Bookseller, Mar. 25

UK Political Book of the Year
Charles Moore’s Margaret Thatcher: The Authorized

Understanding
Ourselves.”

May 18:
The Whole Megillah
Seminar on Jewish
Story, Temple Emanu-
El, New York City.

June 3–6:
Libraries Open
Worlds Conference,
Bremen, Germany.

June 13:
Connecticut
Information Literacy
Conference,
Manchester (Conn.)
Community College.
“Our New Frontier:
Metaliteracy, Threshold
Concepts, New
Standards, and Other
Wild Ideas.”

July 10–11:
European Conference
on Social Media,
University of Brighton,
United Kingdom.

July 22–24:
Library of Congress,
Digital Preservation
2014 Conference,
Washington, D.C.

Aug. 14–15:
IFLA Information
Literacy Section
Satellite Meeting
Program, Limerick
Institute of
Technology, Ireland.
“Facing the Future:
Librarians and
Information Literacy in
a Changing
Landscape.”

Oct. 31–
Nov. 4:
Association for
Information Science
and Technology,
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Biography (Allen Lane, 2013) won the Political Book of
the Year (and its prize of £10,000) March 19 at the
Paddy Power Political Book Awards ceremony in
London. Simon Sebag Montefiore’s novel One Night in
Winter (Century) won Political Fiction Book of the
Year. Winner of the Political History Book of the Year
was Richard Davenport-Hines for his book An English
Affair (Harper Press)....
Paddy Power Political Book Awards, Mar. 19

Oddest book prize goes to How to Poo on
a Date
Powered by the British public’s unstoppable enthusiasm
for toilet humor, the enticingly titled How to Poo on a
Date (Prion, 2013) has carried off the 2014 Diagram
Prize for the oddest book title of the year. Almost
1,500 votes were cast for the 2014 award, with the
pseudonymous Mats and Enzo’s guide to dating and
toilet etiquette taking 30% of votes cast. Joint second
place went to Are Trout South African? and The Origin of Feces, with
Working Class Cats coming in fourth....
The Guardian (UK), Mar. 21

Go back to the Top

Libraries in the News

Retired librarian dies in Washington
mudslide
Linda McPherson (right), for many years manager of
the Darrington, Washington, branch of the Sno-Isle
Libraries, was one of at least 24 fatalities in the Oso
mudslide that took place March 22 in Snohomish
County, Washington. She and her husband were home
when the slide hit. Her husband survived, but the
couple’s home was destroyed. McPherson had also served nearly 19
years on the Darrington School Board....
Everett (Wash.) Herald, Mar. 23

Journalist appointed California state
librarian
California Gov. Jerry Brown may hear some raised
voices from librarians over his March 25 decision to
appoint a politically connected journalist as the state
librarian. Greg Lucas (right) is a former political
reporter for the San Francisco Chronicle. Since 2011,
he has been a senior editor for the Sacramento
website Capitol Weekly. Lucas, who will be paid $142,968 annually if
confirmed by the Senate, has been a board member at the Friends of
the California State Archives since 2012....
Los Angeles Times, Mar. 25

Annual Meeting,
Sheraton Seattle Hotel,
Seattle. “Connecting
Collections, Cultures,
and Communities.”

Nov. 7:
Brick and Click: An
Academic Library
Conference,
Northwest Missouri
State University,
Maryville.
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Baseball memorabilia at Delray
Beach
They are relics of days long gone, special
keepsakes from America’s pastime. And they were
tucked away for years inside a man’s house in
Delray Beach, Florida. Then Fran Marincola
decided they needed to be shared. He started
donating the things from his baseball collection—signed photographs
and magazine covers, Mickey Mantle’s 1954 contract, and one of the
iconic Yankees slugger’s watches—to the Delray Beach Public Library.
The memorabilia is on display in a quiet hallway on the second
floor....
Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) Sun-Sentinel, Mar. 22

Library cryptogram mystery at
Western Ontario
A real-life mystery is brewing at the University of
Western Ontario after a professor found a
cryptogram tucked inside the pages of a library
book—the first of many strange notes ultimately
discovered in the university’s Weldon Library. At
least 18 messages, all written in a “Wingdings-
esque” font and found inside library books, have
been uncovered since the original note was found in early March.
Mark Moffatt, assistant professor of economics, has been tracking the
mystery on his blog....
CTV News, Mar. 24; Reflections on Southwestern Ontario

Reference questions on the rise at Brooklyn Public
Library
Did an elephant really swim from Brooklyn to Staten Island? That was
one of the 3.5 million often funny and poignant questions visitors to
60 Brooklyn Public Library branches had for 100 research librarians in
2013, records show. Despite the advent of online search engines, the
number of library queries rose by 10% last year—the highest since at
least 2009, according to new BPL data....
New York Daily News, Mar. 26

Obama Library plans move into next stage
The team responsible for helping Barack Obama build his presidential
library moved into the next stage of planning on March 20, as his
foundation put out an official request for institutions and other
entities to indicate their interest in hosting the library. Requests are
due on June 16 and must include details of a potential site, access to
transportation, and information about the surrounding community.
Obama is expected to choose a site by early 2015....
Politico, Mar. 20

Politician’s name scrubbed from school library
It took five and a half years, but the name of one of New Mexico’s
most infamous politicians no longer will grace the façade of a grade
school in southeast Albuquerque. The Albuquerque Public Schools
Board of Education, in a 6–0 vote with one abstention, decided March
19 to remove the name of former state Senate leader Manny Aragon
from the library of the Lowell Elementary School. Aragon was found
guilty of three counts of conspiracy to defraud $4.4 million from the
state in 2009....
Capitol Report New Mexico, Mar. 20
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Tool libraries equip do-it-
yourselfers
Tom Watson writes: “Tool-lending libraries
might seem too unusual to become a full-
fledged environmental movement. But they
already have a foothold in Seattle, and they
do more than just help the environment and reduce climate change.
Eminently practical, tool libraries save the average Joe or Jane real
money. Most important, they build community.” The Pine River Library
in Bayfield, Colorado, is planning to open a library of tools that people
might only use once—like doorknob-hole saws, conduit benders, or
compost aerators....
Seattle Times, Mar. 21; Durango (Colo.) Herald, Mar. 23

Calgary Public Library helps
new Canadians
The Calgary (Alberta) Public Library is
boosting its services for newcomers to
Calgary and Canada, thanks to a donation
from the Royal Bank of Canada. RBC has
donated $550,000 toward the “Welcome
to the Library” initiative. Library CEO Bill
Ptacek said it’s important to help people new to Calgary to get
established, so the program will “allow the library to focus on helping
newcomers with the skills, information, and contacts that they need to
navigate their new home.” CPL has produced a Welcome video
(13:06) in 18 different languages....
CBC News, Mar. 22

LAC’s new Code of Conduct
Political pressure sometimes works. In a victory for staff, Library and
Archives Canada (LAC) has withdrawn its controversial Code of
Conduct put into effect in early 2013. The code contained severe
restrictions on staff behavior, both in their public and personal lives.
In the wake of intense public pressure, LAC administrators placed the
code under review. In December 2013, a revised code was
introduced....
Canadian Association of University Teachers, Mar. 25

Manchester’s Central Library
reopens
Manchester Central Library in the UK
reopened to the public March 22 after a
£50 million ($82.5 million US) renovation
that saw the 80-year-old library closed
for three-and-a-half years. The new
building has restored its spectacular
reading room and Shakespeare entrance hall, as well as new digital
features including a media lounge (above) equipped with 200
computers. The new Children’s Library, themed on The Secret Garden
by Frances Hodgson Burnett, includes digital interactive screens and
interactive floor projections....
BBC News, Mar. 22; Manchester Evening News, Mar. 23

Bodleian Library obtains Joanna
Trollope archive
Joanna Trollope (right), one of the most-read British
authors, has bequeathed her literary archive to
Oxford’s Bodleian Libraries. This comprehensive
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literary archive comprises research notes, related
correspondence, and manuscript drafts of Trollope’s 18
contemporary fiction books, two nonfiction titles, and
10 historical fiction works. The archive will join the Bodleian’s
extensive collection of literary manuscripts, including those relating to
her relative, Victorian novelist Anthony Trollope....
Bodleian Library, Mar. 25

Vatican Library digitizes its
archives
The Vatican Apostolic Library, founded in
1451 and considered one of the world’s
most important research libraries, is hoping
by 2018 to digitally archive its entire
collection of 82,000 manuscripts. The library
announced March 20 that it will work with the Japanese NTT Data
Corporation on the project. While the library has already begun to
digitize some 6,000 manuscripts, the collaboration will employ special
measures to improve long-term storage and safekeeping....
The Telegraph (UK), Mar. 20

National Library of Ireland acquires
Christy Brown papers
A collection of invaluable works left behind by the
Irish author and painter Christy Brown (1932–1981,
right) has been purchased jointly by the National
Library of Ireland and the Little Museum of Dublin.
The disabled writer was portrayed by Oscar-winner
Daniel Day Lewis in the film My Left Foot, and left
behind a sizeable collection of memorabilia after his
death. Photographs, sketches, personal effects, poetry, and artifacts
relating to the writer’s eventful life were auctioned at Bonhams in
London on March 19....
Dublin Evening Herald, Mar. 20

Plan for bookless library in
Australia scrapped
A council proposal to have a bookless library
in Melbourne’s western suburbs has been
scrapped after it faced strong opposition
from a local group of book lovers. Hobsons
Bay Council was considering replacing all
physical books with ebooks at a new library
facility in Newport, but has since abandoned the plan after facing the
wrath of library users. Residents rallied strongly against the proposal
and set up a Facebook page, “Save Newport Library,” in which they
related emotional stories about their experiences with the Newport
Library and books in general....
Melbourne Age, Mar. 24
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Indiana opts out of Common Core
standards
Less than four years after Indiana became an early
adopter of the national Common Core education
standards, Gov. Mike Pence signed legislation March
24 making Indiana the first state to opt out of the
school guidelines. But the law does not prohibit parts of Common
Core from being written into new standards that are expected to be
voted on by the state Board of Education in late April....
Indianapolis Star, Mar. 24

School data reveals patterns of racial inequality
Racial minorities are more likely than white students to be suspended
from school, to have less access to rigorous math and science classes,
and to be taught by lower-paid teachers with less experience,
according to comprehensive data released March 21 by the
Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights. In its first analysis
in nearly 15 years of information from all of the country’s 97,000
public schools, the DOE found a pattern of inequality on a number of
fronts, with race as the dividing factor....
New York Times, Mar. 21

Trying to close a knowledge gap,
word by word
Motoko Rich writes: “Amid a political push for
government-funded preschools for 4-year-olds,
a growing number of experts fear that such
programs actually start too late for the children
most at risk. That is why Deisy Ixcuna-
González, the 16-month-old daughter of Guatemalan immigrants, is
wearing a tiny recorder (right) that captures every word she hears
and utters inside her family’s cramped apartment one day a week.
The recorder will tell Deisy’s parents how to turn even a visit to the
kitchen into a language lesson.”...
New York Times, Mar. 25

How accessible is online government information?
Pat Ball writes: “Libraries have been offering government services for
many years. This evolved into e-government as information migrated
online. New to this array of services online are the many social
services and benefits applications that have also migrated online. In
some instances, these are available online exclusively. Accessing
information online requires a skill set other than walking or driving to
the library, which presents a challenge for many.”...
District Dispatch, Mar. 25

The origin of the future is in
the present
Mita Williams writes: “This is the text
and the slides from my keynote address
at the 2014 Library Technology
Conference on March 19. I’ve been
asked to open today’s conference with a
look forward to the future of libraries. As
we know from the small print of so many investment commercials,
past performance cannot be considered an indicator of future
performance. What will be the future of the library if the internet
continues to make text no longer scarce and our abundance no longer
impressive?”...
New Jack Librarian, Mar. 19
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The misguided freakout over ICANN
Jonathan Zittrain writes: “On March 14, the US
government announced that it would relinquish a
privileged role in the management of internet names
and numbers. A nonprofit organization called Internet
Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers
(ICANN) is to continue doing what it’s doing without maintaining an
ongoing contract with the Department of Commerce. Some of the
reaction to this has been surprisingly alarmist. But the truth is much
less salacious—and far more interesting—than any of the reactions.”...
New Republic, Mar. 24; National Telecommunications and Information Administration, Mar.
14

Standardizing DMCA takedown notices
Grant Gross writes: “A government effort to encourage agreement
among copyright holders and web-based services on how to improve
the notice-and-takedown process in the Digital Millennium Copyright
Act began March 20 with some disagreement about what direction the
discussions should take. Several participants in the Department of
Commerce Internet Policy Task Force’s first public forum called for the
group to focus on standardizing the takedown notices, which
copyright holders use to ask websites to remove infringing
material.”...
PC World, Mar. 20; US Patent and Trademark Office, Mar. 10
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Security warning: Previewing RTF files in email
Attackers are actively exploiting a newly discovered Microsoft Word
vulnerability that could be used to gain remote access of your PC,
Microsoft warned March 24—even worse, the exploit can be triggered
by opening or merely previewing a malicious email using Outlook’s
default settings. The attack is delivered using booby-trapped Rich Text
(RTF) files. Accessing or previewing a poisoned file with Word grants
the attacker the same rights as the current user....
PC World, Mar. 25

How to spring clean your gadgets
Chandra Steele writes: “Spring is in the air,
but gunk is in your gadgets. There are the
smudges and crumbs you can see and the
creepy-crawly bacteria that you can’t (and
would rather not). Studies have shown that
infection-causing E. coli and Staphylococcus aureus, as well as fecal
matter and just plain dirt are hanging out on your tech. So grab
some microfiber cloths, Q-tips, distilled water, isopropyl alcohol, and
dish soap, and read our guide to getting your gadgets gleaming.”...
PC Magazine, Mar. 19

New software for controlling student devices
Dennis Pierce writes: “The lines are blurring between mobile device
management (MDM) and classroom management software, as both
now offer some classroom-level control over students’ mobile devices.
That’s good news for educators who are looking for more control over
what students can access on their iPads, Chromebooks, and Android
tablets during class—an ability that will be particularly useful for
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online testing.”...
eSchool News, Mar. 26

Five reasons why you love
Windows XP
Chris Hoffman writes: “Nearly 30% of
computers on the web are still using
Windows XP. It was the first consumer
version of Windows that really delivered on its promise, providing a
stable, reliable system after the unreliable DOS-based Windows 9x
systems. But all good things come to an end. There are many
reasons people love Windows XP, but most of them aren’t a good
reason to keep using it.”...
MakeUseOf, Mar. 26

How to choose the right tablet
Wendy Sheehan Donnell writes: “It’s been four
short years since the original Apple iPad hit the
scene and the current tablet market was born.
Since then, we’ve seen scores of manufacturers
trying to snag a slice of the tablet pie. And the
game is finally getting interesting: In 2013, for
the first time, Android tablet sales overtook the iPad. But which tablet
is right for you? Here are the key factors you need to consider when
shopping for a tablet.” And these are the 10 best tablets on the
market right now....
PC Magazine, Mar. 18–19

Are two screens always better
than one?
Farhad Manjoo writes: “For years, techies
have argued that getting an extra monitor or
two for your desktop computer is an
especially effective way to increase personal
productivity. Now two-monitor setups, once
the rarefied domain of Wall Street and Silicon Valley, have become de
rigueur in offices across America. But what if we’ve all been duped?
What if more monitors and bigger monitors actually detract from,
rather than improve, how you work?”...
New York Times: Personal Tech, Mar. 20

Five Windows tools you might
not know about
Walter Glenn writes: “Even if you live in
Windows, you may be surprised to find
that it includes some rather powerful built-
in tools for helping you monitor your
system and troubleshoot when things go wrong. We’ve taken a look
at Windows’ dark corners before and at some awesome features you
may have forgotten about. Here are a few more of our favorite
overlooked Windows tools.”...
Lifehacker, Mar. 21; Jan. 31, Aug. 7, 2012
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Web fiction, serialized and social
David Streitfeld writes: “Not since the heyday of
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Dickens, Dumas, and Henry James has serialized
fiction been this big. In 2014, excited readers are turning to their
phones to keep up with the latest adventures of sweet Tessa and
outrageous Harry, who meet on their first day of college and have a
heartbreaking and inspiring relationship. Every few days, Anna Todd
uses Wattpad, a storytelling app, to post a new episode of this
couple’s torrid tale. Wattpad has more than two million writers
producing 100,000 pieces of material a day for 20 million readers on
an intricate international social network.”...
New York Times, Mar. 23

ABC-CLIO offers three free ebooks for
National Library Week
Librarians will have free access to three professional-
development ebooks from Libraries Unlimited in April,
thanks to ABC-CLIO. The titles are: Growing Schools:
Librarians as Professional Developers, LIS Career
Sourcebook: Managing and Maximizing Every Step of
Your Career, and Embedded Librarianship: What
Every Academic Librarian Should Know will be free as
a celebration of National Library Week, as will all
ABC-CLIO Solutions online reference and research resources....
ABC-CLIO, Mar. 20

ProQuest completes digitization
of NAACP papers
ProQuest has completely digitized the
archives of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (PDF file).
Nearly 2 million pages of internal memos,
legal briefings, and direct action summaries
from the association’s national, legal, and branch offices throughout
the United States are now fully searchable and accessible through
academic, research, and public library websites as part of the
ProQuest History Vault....
ProQuest, Mar. 24

New Gale collections
E-publisher Gale has launched several new Gale Digital
Collections products for academic and special libraries,
as well as additions to its Gale Artemis: Primary
Sources platform. One is News Features and Internal
Communications and the US City Bureaus Collection,
the first two of three planned collections for 2014 in the
Associated Press Collections Online program. Others include an
archive of Indigenous Peoples of North America....
Cengage Learning, Mar. 26

Europeana expands access to
Spanish newspapers
Europeana now includes more than one
million newspaper articles from the Spanish
aggregator Hispana that are labeled as
being in the public domain. These
newspapers were digitized and made
available as part of the Virtual Library of
Historical Newspapers project. Its aim is not only to preserve widely
used material that is in a poor state of conservation, but to give
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access to bibliographic material that in many cases is unique and not
easily accessible....
Europeana Professional, Mar. 25

“Pretend it’s print” ebook ILL is silly
Eric Hellman writes: “When we try to think about digital things as if
they are still the real things they used to be, we can lose touch with
the parts of reality that are important. It’s silly. For interlibrary loan
of digital content, in principle, there’s no shipping costs, and modern
databases can retrieve a digital item in milliseconds. But to see why it
still makes sense for publishers to allow ebook ILL, consider what it is
competing against: ‘patron-driven acquisition’ (PDA). It’s often better
for the publisher to encourage ‘just-in-case’ acquisition, because the
resulting revenue can be put to work immediately to publish more
books.”...
Go to Hellman, Mar. 22
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How public libraries are solving America’s reading
problem
David Vinjamuri writes: “We have a reading problem in the United
States. It’s not that people aren’t reading. In fact, the Pew Research
Center reports that 76% of adults have read a book in the past year.
Even kids are reading, and some studies suggest that Millennials are
more likely to read literature than previous generations. The problem
is choice. Readers are drowning in books.”...
Forbes, Mar. 11; Pew Research Internet Project, Jan. 16

Get creative with YA lit
Jessica Lind writes: “Do you know the feeling
that comes sometimes when you finish reading
a really great book, the one in which you don’t
want the story to end? Keep the book’s world
alive by creating something yourself. Here I
have listed a handful of ways that youth and
adults are taking their favorite stories and
making something new.”...
YALSA The Hub, Mar. 21

Celebrating Youth Art Month in YA lit
Kelly Dickinson writes: “By high school, art was
embedded into my daily life. Creating art was always
a transporting experience—a time to escape my life
and be more present in myself. Accordingly, I’m
always keen to find stories that explore and celebrate
the varied roles of visual art in the lives of young
adults. And, because March is Youth Art Month, it
seems like the perfect time to share some novels
featuring young artists.”...
YALSA The Hub, Mar. 24

Biographies for teens
Gretchen Kolderup writes: “YALSA-bk is a discussion
list with lively discussions among librarians and
educators about all things YA lit. Sometimes one list
member will ask for help finding books around a
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certain theme or readalikes for a particular title. This
post is a compilation of responses for one such
request, on biographies for teens. Do you have more
titles that you think belong on these lists? Add them
on the YALSA wiki.”...
YALSA The Hub, Mar. 21

A censored history of ladies in YA fiction
Kelly Jensen writes: “The first woman of YA—and the
first person to be recognized as a YA author—started
out as many first women in history do: downplaying
the fact she was a woman. It wasn’t entirely by choice
that S. E. Hinton didn’t publish under her full name.
She was urged by her publisher to use her initials in
order to avoid being readily dismissed by male
reviewers who would potentially be turned off by her
real name, Susan Eloise. It didn’t matter that her book
featured male main characters.”...
Book Riot, Mar. 24

Bookspotting app from
Publishing Scotland
Book lovers can discover if they are near a
classic scene from Scottish literature with a
new app that uses GPS location. The
Bookspotting application works on
smartphones and tablets, linking books and authors to dates, themes,
and locations around Scotland. The app, developed by Publishing
Scotland, draws on data from 3,500 books and aims to help people
find new titles. The iOS app is free to download from the App Store
and in the Android version from Google Play....
BBC News, Mar. 19

Resources for learning about Shakespeare
Richard Byrne writes: “Last week, I shared John Green’s latest Crash
Course videos about Hamlet. If you’re looking for some other
resources to help your students understand the works of
Shakespeare, take a look at these materials.”...
Free Technology for Teachers, Mar. 17, 23

10 best overlooked moments from
Moby-Dick
Rachel Smalter Hall writes: “During my latest re-
read of Moby-Dick this winter, I was on the lookout
for awesome moments that we don’t always
consider when we think about Herman Melville’s epic
whaling novel. Sure, Ahab is a monomaniac, and
whale skulls are really huge. But what other juicy
morsels are tucked into the pages of one of the
world’s best-loved books? Here are my picks for the
10 best overlooked moments in Moby-Dick.”...
Book Riot, Mar. 25

“I cannot live without books” —
Thomas Jefferson

http://wikis.ala.org/yalsa/index.php/Booklists_from_YALSA-BK
http://bookriot.com/2014/03/24/censored-history-ladies-ya-fiction/
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-26656244
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-26656244
http://www.publishingscotland.org/news/bookspotting/
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/bookspotting/id827757271?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.spotspecific.android.bookspotting
http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2014/03/seven-resources-for-learning-about.html
http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2014/03/a-crash-course-on-hamlet.html
http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2014/03/a-crash-course-on-hamlet.html
http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2014/03/a-crash-course-on-hamlet.html
http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2014/03/a-crash-course-on-hamlet.html
http://bookriot.com/2014/03/25/10-best-overlooked-moments-moby-dick/
http://bookriot.com/2014/03/25/10-best-overlooked-moments-moby-dick/
http://blog.monticelloshop.org/?p=2030
http://blog.monticelloshop.org/?p=2030
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Endrina Tay writes: “‘I cannot live without books,
where fewer will suffice where amusement, and
not use, is the only future object,’ declared
Thomas Jefferson to John Adams in June 1815,
shortly after the 10th and last wagon carrying his library left
Monticello for Washington, D.C. Jefferson had sold his library to
Congress to replace the congressional library that was destroyed
when the British burned the United States Capitol on August 24,
1814. Congress, he felt, could not function without access to a proper
reference library, so he promptly offered his own.”...
Memorandum: The Jefferson Style Blog, Nov. 5, 2013
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Tips & Ideas

American public libraries, great and
small
Rachel Arons writes: “In the course of 18 years,
beginning in 1994, the California-based
photographer Robert Dawson took pictures of
hundreds of public libraries across the US. The
results are collected in his new book, The Public
Library: A Photographic Essay, to be released in
April. Many writers have written eloquently about
the role of libraries in American life, but Dawson
makes a powerful case for how public libraries
serve communities in every corner of the country.”...
New Yorker: Page-Turner, Mar. 21

Libraries are becoming community problem-solvers
Larra Clark writes: “We must fundamentally change how we view
libraries and move from a historical idea of libraries as merely
physical repositories to seeing them as an opportunity for proactive
community engagement. One example of this is Princeton (N.J.) Public
Library, now the home of more than 2,000 Tech Meet-up members.
Entrepreneur Venu Moola and librarian Janie Hermann show how the
library is bringing together techie entrepreneurs in dozens of
networking events, supporting research and development, and
enabling greater levels of coworking.”...
The Guardian (UK), Mar. 26

Libraries should look beyond library card ownership
Bobbi Newman writes: “Last week the Pew Internet and American Life
Project released its latest report on the role of libraries in the digital
age. A first look at the data on typology looks promising. For
example, 98% of Library Lovers, which make up 10% of the
population, have a library card. Sweet! Except. Wait. Only 86% of
them say the closing of the library would affect their community.
Rather than aiming for every resident to have a library card, the goal
should be for every community member to support the library,
whether they use it personally or not.”...
Librarian by Day, Mar. 22; Pew Research Center, Mar. 13

What good is a gigabit?
Angela Siefer writes: “The Inclusive Gigabit
Libraries project, funded by an IMLS grant and

http://www.newyorker.com/online/blogs/books/2014/03/slide-show-american-public-libraries-great-and-small.html
http://www.newyorker.com/online/blogs/books/2014/03/slide-show-american-public-libraries-great-and-small.html
http://www.theguardian.com/local-government-network/2014/mar/26/libraries-us-digital-community-problem-solvers
http://www.meetup.com/princeton-tech/
http://librarianbyday.net/2014/03/22/why-libraries-should-look-beyond-library-card-ownership-as-a-measure-of-support/
http://www.pewinternet.org/2014/03/13/library-engagement-typology/
http://www.districtdispatch.org/2014/03/good-gig/
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administered by the Center for Digital Inclusion
at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign GSLIS, looked at how libraries with
a gigabit-speed network can create
opportunities for 21st-century learning. Case
study libraries included Cuyahoga County (Ohio) Public Library,
Chattanooga (Tenn.) Public Library, and Kansas City (Mo.) Public
Library. Each is providing public access to their high-speed bandwidth
and experimenting with how to meet the needs of their
communities.”...
District Dispatch, Mar. 25

Features of school culture that embrace creativity
Doug Johnson writes: “Does your school’s culture inhibit or encourage
creativity in its students and employees? Often formed over dozens of
years, the values, habits, and climates of school buildings are
incredibly difficult to change. Were I looking for a school in which to
work (or in which to enroll my children), I’d be looking for some of
the following attributes.”...
The Blue Skunk Blog, Mar. 25

Instead of an AUP, how about an EUP?
Scott McLeod writes: “Most school technology acceptable use policies
(AUPs) contain phrases like this: ‘Students shall not use technology
unless authorized by appropriate school personnel.’ That’s a lot of
legalistic language. That’s a lot of negativity. How about an
empowered use policy (EUP) instead? In other words, instead of
saying no, no, no all the time, how about saying yes? Here’s one to
consider.”...
Dangerously Irrelevant, Mar. 21

Rainbow Loom: A small-scale
maker project
Martha Cordeniz O’Hara writes: “Rainbow
Loom is the latest fad sweeping across
American classrooms. With the help of a
plastic loom and a crochet hook, kids can
weave, twist, and loop tiny rubber bands
into anything from bracelets and lanyards to hats and charms. It’s
popular, it appeals to boys and girls, it’s good for fine motor
development, and it’s perfect for a maker program.”...
ALSC Blog, Mar. 26

Other uses for a card catalog
Jean Lang writes: “Wooden card catalog
cabinets, once an essential component of
public and school libraries, are nearly extinct
in their natural habitat. In the James Library
and Center for the Arts in Norwell,
Massachusetts, one maintains its position at
the end of a large bookcase near the center
of the room. In the Dyer Memorial Library in
Abington, it has been relegated to the corner, left mostly untouched
for the past decade. Others are repurposed to hold recipes, display
Christmas cards, or stash canned goods.”...
Boston Globe, Mar. 23

http://doug-johnson.squarespace.com/blue-skunk-blog/2014/3/25/features-of-school-cultures-that-embrace-creativity.html
http://dangerouslyirrelevant.org/2014/03/instead-of-an-aup-how-about-an-eup-empowered-use-policy.html
http://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/2014/03/the-rainbow-loom-connection-a-small-scale-maker-program/
http://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/2014/03/the-rainbow-loom-connection-a-small-scale-maker-program/
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/regionals/south/2014/03/22/card-catalog-cabinets-endure-some-smaller-libraries-find-new-uses-elsewhere/f6unDfvkuJgaBO6SbH0LVM/story.html
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Ready-made outreach materials
Lizz Zitron writes: “Creating outreach materials can be a time suck,
even for the most creative citizen of Libraryland. For those of us who
feel graphic design–challenged, creating outreach materials is akin to
a level of hell. Here is our attempt to provide a one-stop shop for
templates, generators, and other helpful promotional tools of the
outreach trade, both free resources and those that cost.”...
The Outreach Librarian, Mar. 21

Using Tumblr for outreach and media
collections
Charlotte Price writes: “Tumblr is not an ideal blog
format for a librarian. We pride ourselves on
organization, making information easily accessible
and discoverable. Yet Tumblr has an abysmal
search function, the tagging could be better, and
it’s very difficult to find properly sourced content to
reblog. Where Tumblr excels is in showcasing
media content.”...
The Desk Set, Mar. 22

Things to look for in a new WordPress theme
Amit Agarwal writes: “The WordPress ecosystem has grown
exponentially in the last few years and there’s a never-ending supply
of WordPress themes coming from independent developers. With so
many choices available, how do you choose a theme? Should good
design and typography be the only criteria? Or are there other things
you should look for before picking a theme?”...
Digital Inspiration, Mar. 25

Film Forward screens films in
Pennsylvania libraries 
Sundance Institute and the President’s
Committee on the Arts and the
Humanities have announced that Film
Forward: Advancing Cultural Dialogue on
April 9–13 will host free screenings of
eight films with moderated discussions,
panels, and artist roundtables at libraries and other venues in
Harrisburg, Lancaster, Centre County, and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
The program uses the power of cinema to promote broader cultural
understanding, inspire curiosity, and enhance awareness of shared
stories and values across generations, religion, ethnicity, and
borders....
Sundance Institute, Mar. 19

1964 Alaska Earthquake clips
on YouTube
The Alaska Film Archives has posted
dozens of film clips from the Great Alaska
Earthquake of March 27, 1964, including
never-before-seen footage, on its YouTube
channel. The archives, located in the
University of Alaska Fairbanks’ Elmer E.
Rasmuson Library, compiled the films in
commemoration of the earthquake’s 50th anniversary. The films were
shot by amateur and professional cameramen following the
earthquake at Anchorage, Kodiak, Seward, Valdez, Chenega, Afognak,
and other locations....
Delta Junction (Alaska) Delta News Web, Mar. 24

http://slcmusiclibrary.tumblr.com/post/32276283268/sneak-preview-of-a-new-music-library-acquisition
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yH7wg-TQ1Xg
http://theoutreachlibrarian.com/2014/03/21/bag-of-tools-ready-made-outreach-materials/
http://thedeskset.org/using-tumblr-for-outreach-media-collections/
http://thedeskset.org/using-tumblr-for-outreach-media-collections/
http://www.labnol.org/internet/wordpress-themes/28463/
http://www.sundance.org/filmforward/release/film-forward-travels-to-pennsylvania-april-2014/
http://www.sundance.org/filmforward/release/film-forward-travels-to-pennsylvania-april-2014/
http://www.sundance.org/filmforward/trailer/
http://www.sundance.org/filmforward/trailer/
http://news.deltanewsweb.com/news/2014/03/24/library-places-1964-earthquake-clips-on-youtube/
http://news.deltanewsweb.com/news/2014/03/24/library-places-1964-earthquake-clips-on-youtube/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL6CTSbjiglPq2gBswCl2Fa-Mios6Xy91c
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Historiated initials
Jenny Weston writes: “Medieval initials come in all
shapes and sizes. They also come with different
kinds of decoration. While some feature twisty vines,
flowers, and other abstract designs, others present
more detailed and distinctive figures and scenes.
Known as ‘historiated initials,’ these portray figures
or scenes that are clearly identifiable—they tell a
story. The letter H (on the right), for example,
depicts Moses receiving the Ten Commandments
from heaven.”...
Medieval Fragments, Mar. 21

Preserving audio for the future
Emily Siner writes: “Ever since the first
identifiable recording in 1860, sound has
added captivating and significant context to
history. The Library of Congress is one of
thousands of institutions, large and small,
trying to make sure that future historians,
and even future archaeologists, have access
to those recordings. Gene DeAnna, head of LC’s recorded sound
section, oversees the library’s multidecade efforts to save millions of
the nation’s recordings before they are lost.”...
NPR: Weekend Edition Sunday, Mar. 23

Stuffed animal husbandry
Shelly Smith writes: “The New York Public
Library is the proud home of the real
Winnie-the-Pooh, the actual toy teddy
bear that once belonged to Christopher
Robin Milne, son of A. A. Milne, and the
basis for the character Christopher Robin
in the beloved Winnie-the-Pooh stories.
Winnie and his friends Tigger, Eyore, Kanga, and Piglet have all
resided at the New York Public Library since 1987. We have an
important job in taking care of Winnie and friends; these iconic
stuffed animals are visited by thousands of children.”...
New York Public Library blogs, Mar. 20

NYPL launches book recommendation tool 
The New York Public Library launched a state-of-the-art book
recommendation tool on March 24 in its online catalog,
BiblioCommons, to help library users discover new books based on
their reading preferences. Powered by Bookish Recommends from
New York startup Zola Books, the online program connects people to
a broader selection of the library’s vast collection by offering relevant
book suggestions. Users visiting the online catalog can click on a
selected title to see a set of related titles that might be of interest....
New York Public Library, Mar. 24

Boston Public Library unveils
Netflix-like service
The Boston Public Library launched a Netflix-like
service March 25, allowing its patrons to view
streaming movies and TV shows from the
comforts of their home. BPL now offers the free
Hoopla Streaming Media service for all
cardholders, providing access to thousands of movies, TV shows,
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http://nypl.bibliocommons.com/
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music, and audiobooks for instant streaming or temporary download
for smartphones, tablets, or computers. Library users can download
up to 10 titles per month....
Boston Business Journal: TechFlash, Mar. 25
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American Libraries Magazine, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago, IL 60611

http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/
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