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Conference Highlights

Engaged attendees, lively
programs and events
18,626 librarians, library workers, and
library supporters (including 5,607
exhibitors) from around the world joined
energetically in the shared endeavor of
“Transforming our libraries, ourselves” at the
2014 ALA Annual Conference and Exhibition,
June 26–July 1 in Las Vegas. Attendees took part in spirited and
productive conversations, sessions, problem-solving, events, discovery
of the latest products and services and networking throughout the Las
Vegas Convention Center and other venues. The program included
more than 2,700 scheduled programs, sessions, and events. Watch
videos showing highlights of the conference (2:26) and the exhibits
floor (1:18)....
ALA Communications, July 1

On stage with Lois Lowry and
Jeff Bridges
Phil Morehart writes: “The main attraction
on Sunday was the ALA President’s
Program, featuring President Barbara
Stripling’s conversation with Lois Lowry,
author of young adult dystopian classic The
Giver, and Oscar-winning actor Jeff Bridges. The pair joined Stripling
(above) to discuss the upcoming film adaptation of The Giver, which
stars Bridges in the title role (he also served as the film’s producer),
as well as discuss concepts found in the film. An exclusive sizzle reel
with behind-the-scenes footage and clips from the new film was also
screened for the audience.” Lowry spoke to American Libraries on The
Giver (4:48) and libraries past and present (2:29)....
AL: The Scoop, June 30

Stan Lee and the librarians
Michele LeSure writes: “My spidey senses were

 

A grand total of 18,626
librarians and library staff,
exhibitors, and library
supporters attended ALA
Annual Conference in Las
Vegas, June 26–July 1.
Attendance for last year’s
conference in Chicago was
26,362. The 2012
conference in Anaheim,
California, had 17,642
registrations.
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tingling, but why? Stan Lee (right) was in the
house (although I and hundreds of others wound
up in the overflow room). At 91, Lee is an
energetic and engaging speaker. The overarching
message of his talk at the Auditorium Speaker
Series on Saturday was that libraries, librarians,
and comic books are all inspirations for children
to learn to read. Lee said one of his favorite cameo roles in the
Marvel superhero movie franchise was performing the role of a
librarian during The Amazing Spider-Man.” Watch two excerpts of his
presentation on the evolution of comics (4:33) and on reading and
libraries (2:14)....
AL: The Scoop, June 28

Resetting the possibilities
Mariam Pera writes: “On Friday afternoon,
ALA President Barbara Stripling kicked off the
2014 ALA Annual Conference and Exhibition at
the Opening General Session, where she
recapped many of the big events from her
presidential year. And she introduced the
session’s keynote speaker, alternate-reality
game designer Jane McGonigal (right). An avid gamer herself,
McGonigal cited a Gallup poll that found $3.1 trillion dollars is lost in
the global economy because workers do not feel engaged in their
work. Statistics also show a downward trend of students feeling less
engaged the longer they stay in school.” McGonigal spoke to American
Libraries on the impact of libraries (4:49) and video games (4:13)....
AL: The Scoop, June 28, 30

Ilyasah Shabazz on the power of
family and heritage
Laurie D. Borman writes: “‘We allow our
children to be taught to hate,’ said Ilyasah
Shabazz (right), the daughter of Malcolm X,
and an auditorium speaker on Sunday at the
2014 ALA Annual Conference. When love and
positive values are not instilled in a family, she
said, ‘Ultimately, we have failed our obligation to God (if you believe
in God), our obligation to our children, and our obligation to
ourselves. We must do better.’” Shabazz spoke to American Libraries
on impacting youth (4:03) and on books (2:47)....
AL: The Scoop, June 30

Championing introverts
Mariam Pera writes: “Appearing as an Auditorium
Speaker on the ALCTS President’s Program on
June 30, bestselling author Jennifer Kahnweiler
(right) said she has been an avid library patron
ever since she was a child. In fact, her father led
the renovation of the library in their hometown.
Author of The Introverted Leader and Quiet
Influence: The Introvert’s Guide to Making a
Difference, Kahnweiler argued that many ideas and solutions are not

Visit Flickr to see photos
of Annual Conference and
watch videos on the
official ALA YouTube
channel.

Find more conference
coverage in the online
version of Cognotes.
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being expressed simply because someone in our work or personal life
who is introverted may not be speaking up to offer input. She called
them the ‘quiet 50%.’” Kahnweiler spoke to American Libraries on
introverts (2:30) and libraries as a special place (1:45).... 
AL: The Scoop, July 2

Jane Fonda on teens and escaping
stereotypes
Michele LeSure writes: “The hall was packed with
a very receptive audience for author and actress
Jane Fonda (right), who appeared as part of the
Auditorium Speaker Series on Saturday morning.
When I arrived, she was getting weepy talking
about how special librarians were to her life as
she grew up. Fonda’s mother died when she was
12, and she used her personal tragedy as a segue to discussing how
critical adolescence is to the development of personality. She talked
about this in the context of her latest book, Being a Teen, published
in March by Random House. Watch two excerpts of her presentation
on adolescence (4:59) and on the refuge of libraries (1:35)....
AL: The Scoop, June 28

Alexander McCall Smith charms the
audience
Heather Johnson writes: “Internationally
acclaimed author Alexander McCall Smith (right)
has penned more than 100 books, including his
well-known and bestselling No. 1 Ladies’
Detective Agency series, academic titles, and
popular children’s books. Weaving humor
throughout his presentation, McCall Smith spoke about the nature of
readership, complaints from book groups, and adoration for his
characters. He urged ALA to manage book groups as a serious issue
like intellectual freedom and compared librarians to wine tasters who
expertly classify and describe books.” McCall Smith spoke to American
Libraries on libraries in the US and abroad (2:20) and on reading and
writing (2:07)....
ALA Cognotes, Monday, p. 12

Azar Nafisi: Readers are born free
Brad Martin writes: “Azar Nafisi (right) spoke
passionately about the freedom to read on
Saturday, focusing on her forthcoming book,
The Republic of the Imagination: America in
Three Books, and the important meanings
contained in literature. She returned again
and again to the importance of reading and to
what happens when individuals and countries as a whole do not
read.”... 
ALA Cognotes, Sunday, pp. 1, 19

High-wire creativity
Phil Morehart writes: “Card tricks. Sleight-of-hand
magic. Props. Audience participation. No, this isn’t a
description of a hot new show on the Vegas Strip.
These were a few highlights of the United for
Libraries President’s Program, held on Monday.
Philippe Petit (right), the high-wire artist best known
for his infamous tightrope walk across the World
Trade Center in 1974, delivered a high-energy, often

Twitter Noted
& Quoted

“Nationally, cat
sitter business
increases 300% the
week of ALA
conferences.”

—Fake Library Stats, June 25

“[looks at forecast
for Las Vegas]
[contemplates lack
of professional attire
suitable for 100-
degree weather]
[despairs].”

—Amanda Watson, June 23
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hilarious presentation on creativity and the importance of stepping out
of your comfort zone to achieve maximum results.” Petit spoke to
American Libraries on creativity and passion (2:26)....
AL: The Scoop, July 2

Hey librarians, call me
George Eberhart writes: “On Tuesday,
comedian, actor, director, and author B. J.
Novak (right) offered some entertainment at
the Closing Session of the 2014 ALA Annual
Conference in Las Vegas. In addition to
having the ‘honor of addressing an audience
of more than 1,000 librarians in Las Vegas,’
Novak quipped that it was a ‘specific sexual fantasy.’ He put up a
photo of himself and a phone number on the big screen with the
caption, ‘Hey librarians, call me.’”...
AL: The Scoop, July 1

Go back to the Top

ALA News

A conversation about the
future
George Eberhart writes: “On Saturday
morning, ALA President Barbara K.
Stripling (left) convened a panel to
stimulate thinking about the future and
the place libraries will have in it. The
conversation was a follow-up to the national Summit on the Future of
Libraries held May 2–3 at the Library of Congress. Stripling said that
‘Each one of us will have a different future library. We have the power
to envision our future communities and make a difference right
now.’”...
AL: The Scoop, June 28

Courtney Young takes the helm at
the Inaugural Brunch
Mariam Pera writes: “On Tuesday, ALA got a
new president. Courtney Young (right) began
her term as 2014–2015 ALA President after
being inaugurated at the Closing General
Session by now Immediate Past President
Barbara K. Stripling. During the Inaugural
Brunch, Young thanked Stripling for her mentorship and the chance to
develop a friendship she hopes will continue to help move the
profession forward. The brunch was a fun-filled event with food, a DJ,
and dancing.”...
AL: The Scoop, July 2

Turning outward
Mariam Pera writes: “The first of four Annual
Conference programs presented by the ALA Public
Programs Office, ‘Turning Outward to Lead Change in
Your Community: Aspirations,’ introduced attendees to
the concepts of the Harwood Institute and the ALA
initiative—libraries transforming communities (LTC).
Facilitated by Cheryl Gorman, vice president of national
programs at Harwood, the program explained that the

“I was going to meet
some librarians ‘at
the hotel bar,’ but I
think my entire hotel
is a bar.”

—Kyle Cassidy, June 26

“Wait, you’re telling
me that *none* of
the meeting rooms
have slot machines?
”

—Katie Fortney, June 27

“Know what would
make #alaac14
better? If it was a bit
warmer and things
were a little further
apart.”

—Emily Clasper, June 27

“shibe very such
hung overs, friend
making bad punnings
& laugh TOO LOUD,
doge just want
quieting.”

—Doge B. Rarian, June 28

“Fitbit tally,
#alaac14 day 1:
21,701 steps; 9.67
miles; 84 very active
minutes.”

—Chad Haefele, June 27

“The opening of the
exhibit hall can only
be compared to the
running of the bulls.
Librarians turn
linebackers. Crazy
for free swag.”

—John Trischitti III, June 27

“Crazy energy in the
room at the Printz
reception. Teen
librarians are the
best.”

—Gregory Taylor, June 27

https://twitter.com/phepbu/status/484060677670055937/photo/1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NlsPQw3eIsw
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blog/hey-librarians-call-me
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blog/hey-librarians-call-me
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blog/conversation-about-future
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blog/conversation-about-future
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blog/conversation-about-future
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blog/summit-future-libraries
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blog/summit-future-libraries
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blog/inaugural-brunch
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blog/inaugural-brunch
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blog/inaugural-brunch
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blog/turning-outward
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blog/turning-outward


AL Direct, July 2, 2014

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2014/july/070214-2.htm[10/8/2014 10:44:14 AM]

idea of ‘turning outward’ is not just a set of tools, ‘It’s a mindset that
helps you learn to do the good work you already do [but] better.’”
Oak Park (Ill.) Public Library Executive Director David J. Seleb talks
about his experience “turning outward” (3:33)....
AL: The Scoop, June 29

Council I supports Air Force libraries
On Saturday, ALA Council met in its first session, with ALA President
Barbara Stripling presiding. Among its actions, Council passed a
Resolution in Support of Stable Funding for Air Force Libraries. The
two-part resolution calls on “the US Department of Defense and Air
Force to restore funding to Air Force base and command libraries
back to FY2011 levels for staffing, materials, services, and
programs.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 29

Council II passes three resolutions
ALA Council breezed through its second session on Monday, closing in
under an hour and a half. The Policy Monitoring Committee’s
resolution passed to improve member access to ALA governing unit
information; the Committee on Organization’s resolution passed to
amend the ALA Policy Manual to require committees to submit reports
biannually to the ALA executive director; and a resolution passed to
encourage Congress to grant budget autonomy to the District of
Columbia government to allow city services, including libraries, to
remain open during a federal government shutdown....
AL: The Scoop, June 30

Intellectual Freedom Manual dominates Council III
ALA Council met for its third and final session on Tuesday. The
Intellectual Freedom Committee presented 14 action items as
revisions to the Intellectual Freedom Manual, which is set to be
published later in 2014. After a motion to refer the section on labeling
and rating systems failed—though not without much discussion and in
a very close vote—Council passed the package. Council also approved
the adoption of “Copyright: An Interpretation of the Code of Ethics.”...
AL: The Scoop, July 1

Reflections on ALA Council
Marge Loch-Wouters writes: “For the first time
since I got on ALA Council three years ago, the
meetings got out early so I could actually
participate in a few ALSC meetings and events.
I have always prided myself on being a process
junkie but Council truly challenged that
perception. It was not an easy assignment for
an action person like me but I was proud of my
service. Here I am (right) with my ‘diploma’ certificate proving I sat
through many meetings.”...
Tiny Tips for Library Fun, July 1

Résumé advice from an expert
Lindsey Halsell writes: “Saturday morning, I
visited the ALA JobLIST Placement Center to
take advantage of the résumé critiquing
service. I met with Julia Frankosky (right),
government information librarian at Michigan
State University, who reviewed my résumé
and gave me tips on how to make a better impression on potential
employers. Résumés need to address the specific needs of individual

“Alexander McCall
Smith was hilarious!
He had us laughing
our heads off.”

—Janet Owen, June 28

“I tried to be normal
sauce when I met
Gene Luen Yang at
#alaac14, but I
ended up fangirling.
I may have even
squeaked.”

—Jessica Olin, June 28

“I am in Las Vegas to
speak to a
conference of
librarians and could
not be happier about
the life choices that
have led me to this.”

—B. J. Novak, June 29

“Cab driver: You
librarians . . . you
wear a lot of
clothes.”

—M. P. Cooley, June 29

“Sadness is
expecting an
awesome discussion
group and getting a
lecture instead.”

—Juliann Couture, June 29

“Can’t confirm but I
bet Jeff Bridges
would think our
carpet at #alaac14
really ties the booth
together.”

—OverDrive Libraries, June 29

“You go through the
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jobs. Yes, this means rewriting or restructuring them depending on a
position’s description.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 28

ALA’s volunteer Ambassadors
George Eberhart writes: “Now in its fourth
year, the Ambassador program run by the
ALA Membership Development Office was
in full force at the 2014 ALA Annual
Conference in Las Vegas and operating out
of the ALA Membership Pavilion. Paul
Signorelli, who has served as consultant to
the program, gave American Libraries a rundown on how it
operates.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 29

ALA encourages next step in E-rate improvement
On July 1, ALA participated in an E-rate press call moderated by the
FCC and was joined by several education and digital learning
advocates. More than 4 million people visit America’s public libraries
each day, and high-capacity broadband and Wi-Fi–enabled
connections are at the center of what our communities need to
connect with a world of online resources. Libraries complete
education, jumpstart employment and entrepreneurship, empower
people of all ages and backgrounds, and foster community
engagement—“The E’s of Libraries.”...
Office for Information Technology Policy, July 1

ALA applauds Simon and Schuster
On the first day of its 2014 Annual Conference in Las Vegas, the
American Library Association welcomed news (PDF file) from Simon
and Schuster that it will convert its pilot library ebook lending
program to serve all US libraries. ALA President Barbara Stripling
released a statement....
Office for Information Technology Policy, June 26

ALA applauds ruling in two civil liberties cases
On June 25, the US Supreme Court unanimously upheld the Fourth
Amendment when they ruled in David Leon Riley v. State of California
and United States v. Brima Wurie that officers of the law must obtain
warrants before they can search the cellphones of arrestees. In
response to the victorious court decision, Emily Sheketoff, executive
director of the ALA Washington Office, released a statement....
ALA Washington Office, June 25

Go back to the Top

Authors

Literary tastes: The best genre
reading of the year
Lindsey Halsell writes: “RUSA hosted

casino. . . The
beginning of every
set of directions in
Las Vegas, ever.”

—Angela Newman, June 28

“When the Vegas
cops arrest drunk
librarians attending
#alaac14 do you
think they say ‘Book
’em’?”

—Miguel M. Morales, June 30

“Interesting tweets
in #alaac14, but
gotta check
#alaleftbehind,
’cause that’s where
the good stuff is.”

—Ray Maxwell, June 28

“Watching Librarians
improvise
flannelboard stories
at #LibGames14.
First title, ‘If You
Give a Librarian a
Budget Increase.’”

—Tara Brady, June 30

“Askhole: a person
who asks for advice
then always does the
opposite,
#LibGames14.”

—Dorlissa Beyer, June 30

“While wearing their
conference badges
that say they’re not
from Vegas 89% of
#alaac14 attendees
will still get asked
for directions.”

—Fake Library Stats, June 30

“Blessed is the
#alacouncil bc they
share a council
heritage with the
Jedi Council and
Council of Elrond and
Counselor Troi.”

—Librarian Jesus, June 30
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Sunday morning’s ‘Literary Tastes:
Celebrating the Best Reading of the Year’
program. Sponsored by publishers
Penguin, HarperCollins, and Macmillan, the program featured talks by
four authors who won the 2014 Notable Book Award and Reading List
Book Awards, which honor authors in genre fiction and nonfiction. The
program featured authors Daniel J. Brown, Tessa Dare, Christopher
Buehlman, and Victoria Schwab.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 29

Literary speed dating
Jennifer Petti writes: “With a plethora of exciting
titles on the horizon, a quick and fun way to get
the word out is through literary speed dating—the
first of its kind at Annual Conference. I had the
opportunity to attend two of these whirlwind
events, and they were quite the experience. First
I went to the Association of American Publishers’
Children’s Author event. In one hour I spoke with
14 authors in three-minute increments. At the
second, YALSA’s YA Author Coffee Klatch, I was able to hear from 12
authors.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 30

Heather Gudenkauf at the Gala Author
Tea
Mariam Pera writes: “Heather Gudenkauf (right),
author of The Weight of Silence and Little Mercies,
was featured as a speaker at the United for Libraries
Gala Author Tea on Monday. She sat down with
American Libraries to talk about her love of reading,
her writing process, and the importance of small
gestures.”...
AL: The Scoop, July 2

Using sci-fi to tinker with mankind
Phil Morehart writes: “Science fiction and fantasy are broad genre
labels. There are no boundaries to their fantastic natures—they can
encompass all variety of settings, times, and narrative structures. As
a result, sci-fi and fantasy can be prime petri dishes for experiments
on the human condition. ‘Redefining Humans from the Past to the
Future,’ a LITA-sponsored panel discussion held Saturday, explored
such experiments by talking to some of the genres’ best-known
authors.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 30

Eat what you love
Laurie D. Borman writes: “Marlene Koch,
author of Eat What You Love—Everyday,
demonstrated how to make a 120-calorie,
low-fat, and low-sugar cupcake taste like a
traditional 400-calorie version. She even
had samples for the audience at the
What’s Cooking @ ALA stage at 2014 ALA Annual Conference in Las
Vegas on Sunday.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 29

“Eye makeup down
my face. Thank you
Kate DiCamillo.
Wonderful Newbery
speech!”

—Cristina Gilbert, June 29

“Playing Find the
Librarian while
walking down the
Strip through the
casinos. I feel like
we need a secret
hand sign.”

—Stephanie Arbet, June 29

“Had a $20 left from
cab money, decided
to play slot at gate.
Won $60, cashed out
$80.”

—Jason Griffey, July 1

“My coffee cost
under $6 today! That
means I’m back from
#alaac14.”

—JainaLibrarian, July 2

“See ya later Vegas.
It’s been real.
Leaving #alaac14
with good ideas,
good memories, and
good vibes.”

—Corinne Jessica, July 1

@ More quotes...

Contact Us
American Libraries
Direct

AL Direct is a free electronic
newsletter emailed every
Wednesday to personal
members of the American

http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blog/literary-speed-dating
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blog/literary-speed-dating
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blog/interview-heather-gudenkauf
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blog/interview-heather-gudenkauf
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blog/interview-heather-gudenkauf
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blog/using-sci-fi-tinker-mankind
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/pic/eat-what-you-love-without-guilt
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/pic/eat-what-you-love-without-guilt
http://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/2014/06/the-jeff-kinney-of-the-80s-alaac14/
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/noted_and_quoted
http://www.ala.org/


AL Direct, July 2, 2014

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2014/july/070214-2.htm[10/8/2014 10:44:14 AM]

Judy Blume in the exhibit hall
Dawn Abron writes: “Popular authors of the 1980s
made an appearance at the book-signing tables,
among them Ann M. Martin and Judy Blume (right).
As I walked around the exhibit hall with my Wimpy
Kid fan that says, ‘Millions of kids are readers
because of this book,’ I remembered the days
when this was said about Judy Blume. If you hadn’t
read Are You There God, It’s Me Margaret, you
would get crazy looks from your friends. Kids would
read this book so that they wouldn’t get left out of the conversation
at lunch—even boys.”...
ALSC Blog, June 30

Go back to the Top

Division Sessions

The weight of student debt
Laurie D. Borman writes: “Michelle
Singletary (right), financial columnist for
the Washington Post, had the audience at
the ACRL President’s Program singing and
swaying to Bill Withers’s ‘Lean on Me’ as
she talked about how librarians can lean on
experts to assist in offering financial
literacy programs for college students. Outgoing ACRL President
Trevor Dawes, who introduced the program, has focused his
presidential initiative on the issue of financial literacy.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 28

Finding yourself in the public library
Ashley Smolinski writes: “‘Nobody does any of this
alone,’ Barry Lopez (right) said as he described the
process of writing, publishing, and providing books
to those who will cherish them. Lopez, award-
winning author of Arctic Dreams, spoke about his
experience and relationship with libraries, his
appreciation for public libraries, and his work as a
writer at the PLA President’s Program on Sunday.”
Watch an excerpt of his presentation on the need
for libraries (2:56)....
ALA Cognotes, Monday, pp. 1, 22

Boba Fett at the circ desk
Jennifer Petti writes: “Star Wars nerds and
public librarians united on Friday for a
hilarious and important panel about
managing a circulation desk with moxie to
match the Rebel Empire at ‘Boba Fett at
the Circ Desk: Library Leadership Lessons
from The Empire Strikes Back,’ sponsored by PLA. Library directors
Brad Allen of Lawrence (Kans.) Public Library and Susan Brown of
Chapel Hill (N.C.) Public Library shared the important lessons learned
from The Empire Strikes Back and how we can apply those to
managing employees. Their goal? To fight the ‘imperial’ status quo.”...
AL: The Scoop, July 1

Evaluating early literacy apps
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Amy Musser writes: “Saturday I attended PLA’s ‘ECRR 2.0: Using
Apps and Ebooks in Early Literacy Programs.’ A panel of six
individuals passionate about early literacy discussed current research
for best practices and demonstrated a few of their favorite apps.
Panelist Chip Donohue from the Erikson Institute encouraged us to
think about the three C’s.”...
ALSC Blog, June 29

Connected learning and libraries: Case studies
Lindsey Halsell writes: “Libraries are at the center of a new education
methodology: connected learning. Kylie Peppler, assistant professor of
learning sciences at Indiana University, Bloomington, presented the
program ‘Connected Learning and Libraries: At the Intersection of the
Arts, Media, New Technologies, and Informal Learning.’ The session,
part of the ASCLA President’s Program, highlighted the pivotal role
that libraries play in helping young people recognize and pursue
interests in a way that helps them develop real-world skills.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 29

Programming on the autism
spectrum
Suzanne Walker writes: “Serving children on
the autism spectrum can be an intimidating
endeavor, particularly if you have little to no
experience working with these families.
However, as the session I attended Saturday
afternoon discussed, libraries are absolutely
not alone in this. ASCLA’s ‘Creative Collaborations: Successful
Partnerships that Serve Children with Autism’ included presentations
by four librarians who highlighted several different kinds of
partnerships available to the vast majority of public libraries.”...
ALSC Blog, June 29

Examining our values
George Eberhart writes: “The RUSA
President’s Program on Saturday
afternoon offered a wide-ranging look at
how academic and public libraries
developed their traditional service values.
Wayne Bivens-Tatum, philosophy and
religion librarian at Princeton University, called upon the research he
conducted for his book Libraries and the Enlightenment to explain the
origins of the 20th-century academic service model. Florida State
University LIS Professor Wayne Wiegand drew upon the research for
his forthcoming book, Part of Our Lives: A People’s History of the
American Public Libraries, to examine what people really value about
public libraries.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 29

Discussing virtual reference
Michele LeSure writes: “If you are thinking about or are in the early
stages of building a virtual reference service for your library, the
virtual reference discussion group is a great place to start. I had the
opportunity to meet with this part of RUSA (known as MARS:
Emerging Technologies in Reference Section) Sunday at the Paris
Hotel, and the discussion topics were about developing a Virtual
Reference Companion and how attendees could help expand the VRC’s
knowledge base.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 29
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How to fix your programming foul-ups
Dawn Abron writes: “One of the best sessions of #alaac14 (I
happened to be a presenter) was YALSA’s ‘We F’d Up, But We Fixed
It: Thriving When Things Go Wrong.’ This program was designed to
help you accept your teen programming failures and turn them into
successes. The overall takeaway is that failure will happen. Learn
from your mistakes to make successes.”...
ALSC Blog, June 30

Donalyn Miller at the AASL President’s Program
Audrey Church writes: “Kudos and sincere thanks to AASL President
Gail Dickinson for inviting Donalyn Miller to be the keynote speaker at
her President’s Program on Saturday. As librarians, we know Miller as
the author of The Book Whisperer and Reading in the Wild. If you
were fortunate enough to hear her speak, you now know her as a
teacher who believes that reading, in and of itself, should be a reward
for reading and as a teacher who motivates students in her classroom
to read 40 plus books a year.”...
AASL Blog, June 30

AASL research agenda white paper
The white paper resulting from the “Causality: School Libraries and
Student Success (CLASS)” forum, convened by AASL and funded
through a grant from the Institute of Museum and Library Services, is
now available for view and comment (PDF file). The white paper and
research findings were discussed at an Annual Conference session on
Sunday....
AASL, June 28

Go back to the Top

Other Events

Resurrecting The Speaker
Phil Morehart and George Eberhart write: “In
1977, ALA decided to get into the movie
business. Produced by the Intellectual
Freedom Committee, The Speaker follows
the aftermath of a high school group’s
decision to invite a controversial scientist
(loosely based on William Shockley, co-
inventor of the transistor and an outspoken eugenicist) to speak on
campus. The scientist believes that blacks are genetically inferior to
whites. News of the speaker’s engagement sends the school and
community into an uproar, but the group holds firm to the scientist’s
right to speak at the school, regardless of how they personally feel
about his views. The Speaker (41:33) rocked the Association upon
completion, with members accusing the film and ALA of racism.”...
AL: The Scoop, July 1

How to handle controversial
programming
Mariam Pera writes: “On Saturday, the ALA
Public Programs Office and the Office for
Intellectual Freedom presented ‘Managing
Challenges, Maximizing Impact: Policies and Practices for Controversial
Programming.’ Using the Muslim Journeys program as an example,
Lesley Williams, head of adult services at Evanston (Ill.) Public
Library, and Martin Garnar, reference services librarian and professor
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at Regis University in Denver, talked about managing controversial
programming.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 29

Mass surveillance and the Snowden
revelations
George Eberhart writes: “As part of its ongoing
collaboration with the National Security Archive
(NSA), database publisher ProQuest invited NSA
Executive Director Tom Blanton (right) to keynote its
customer luncheon at the 2014 ALA Annual
Conference on Saturday. ProQuest’s Digital National
Security Archive makes this enormous trove of
primary documents accessible through deep indexing and metadata
curation. An ALA member since 1987, Blanton said that the effort to
make these documents accessible ‘goes right to the heart of ALA’s
mission to inform everyone about privacy issues. It should be our
mantra: What happens in our users’ computers stays in our users’
computers.’”...
AL: The Scoop, June 29

Our work in Washington
Phil Morehart writes: “Advocacy and lobbying
in the nation’s capital on behalf of libraries
and the library profession was the focus of
‘Washington Update: 2014 Congressional
Election and Its Impact on Libraries,’ an
event held Saturday morning. The event’s
main speaker, former Senator Jim Webb (D-
Va., right), detailed his life before, during, and after his time in office
—the bulk of which is detailed in his new book, I Heard My Country
Calling—and gave his thoughts on the current state of American
politics. Webb began by recounting his discovery of James Michener at
an early age.” Watch a portion of his presentation on the role of
libraries (2:50)....
AL: The Scoop, June 29

Libraries and the “Internet of
Things”
Mariam Pera writes: “Prior to the official
conference kick-off, OCLC hosted a symposium
on Friday that focused on the ‘internet of things’
(IOT)—the trend in technology moving toward
automation and digitally connecting analog
items. Lisa Carlucci Thomas, director and
founder of Design Think Do, presented an
introduction to the topic and to the symposium’s featured speaker,
Daniel Obodovski, coauthor of The Silent Intelligence: The Internet of
Things. With IOT, everything from the GPS tracking of children or
endangered animals to monitoring a pregnant woman’s unborn child
for health concerns, is possible.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 28

Earn what you are worth
Lindsey Halsell writes: “Agreeing to the
first salary an organization offers is not
the best career move, according to the
ALA–Allied Professional Association’s
Sunday program ‘Earn What You’re Worth: Salary Negotiation for
Library Workers.’ Attendees heard from ALA Past President Maureen
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Sullivan; Dale McNeill, assistant director of public services at San
Antonio Public Library; Leo Agnew, director of human resources and
diversity programs at the University of Iowa Libraries; and Kathryn
Kjaer, academic personnel and training coordinator at the University
of California, Irvine Libraries.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 30

Out-of-the-box book clubs
Mariam Pera writes: “On Sunday afternoon,
programming librarians shared their ideas for out-
of-the-box book clubs. Janie Hermann, public
programming librarian at Princeton (N.J.) Public
Library, shared some of the success stories and
troubles her library has had. She stressed the
importance of getting to know your community and
offering variety, because what’s boring to one
person may be interesting to another.”...
AL: The Scoop, July 2

Practical professional
development
Jennifer Whitley writes: “Sharon Skinner,
national president of the nonprofit Grant
Professionals Association, presented tips on
‘Crafting a Successful Grant Proposal’ at a
Sunday program. Skinner’s advice provided
skillful guidance for any grant-writing novice. For experienced writers,
she offered reminders and tools to get at the heart of any proposal.
These skills are especially relevant today, as library budgets diminish
and many of us form partnerships to provide services, programming,
tools, and equipment for our users.”...
AL: The Scoop, July 1

Finding hope through tragedy in
Rwanda
Phil Morehart writes: “Paul Rusesabagina’s last name
translates to ‘he who disperses his enemies’ in the
Kinyarwanda language. There is no more fitting name
for the man responsible for saving 1,268 Tutsi
refugees from certain death at the hands of Hutu
soldiers during the Rwandan genocide. Rusesabagina
(right) was the featured speaker at the always popular Alexander
Street Press breakfast, held Sunday morning.”...
AL: The Scoop, July 2

Emerging leaders and the new girl
Jennifer Petti writes: “Every year the selected
class of Emerging Leaders is tasked with
working as part of small teams to complete a
project on behalf of one of ALA’s many
divisions and round tables. This year’s teams
presented posters on everything from
advocating for youth services access (for ALSC) to strategizing a
social media plan (for ALCTS). It didn’t take long for me to become
interested in what these leaders had worked on in the past six
months.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 28

The power of the TEDx program
Jennifer Whitley writes: “If you present
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information in a visual format, it may be
tweeted, shared, and commented on for
months to come, as ideas make their way
around the world. That’s where a 20-minute
TED (technology, entertainment, design) talk
has the ability to meet the public at just the intersection between
attention and a need for visual. At Friday’s program ‘TEDx: An
Independently Hosted Event at Your Library,’ speaker Robert Barr,
director of Juneau (Alaska) Public Library, demonstrated how he is
capitalizing on the civic engagement tools that a TED talk can provide
a community.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 29

Tumblr talk
Jennifer Petti writes: “It’s quite common to
see libraries on Facebook and Twitter, but
many institutions have gradually been
branching out to Tumblr. This social media
platform is fast becoming a vibrant online
community where libraries and librarians
connect with peers and patrons. These
‘tumblarians’ are using the platform to promote collections, perform
readers’ advisory, and start conversations about our profession. At
the Monday ‘TumblarianTalk’ conversation starter, six tumblarians
shared a bit of background on their respective Tumblrs and gave
insight on how they approach content sharing.”...
AL: The Scoop, July 1

ALAPlay 2014
Brian Mayer writes: “Each year at ALA
Annual Conference, the Games and Gaming
Round Table, along with the ALA Comic
Book and Graphic Novel Member Initiative
Group, put together an evening full of fun
and learning where the gaming, graphic
novel, and cosplay communities collide.
This year’s event—at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas on Friday—was the
biggest event to date, signaling a tipping point for both the event and
GameRT.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 28

Make a game
Brian Mayer writes: “Saturday’s Games
and Gaming Round Table’s featured
program—‘Come Make a Game’—was filled
with more than 100 people and hummed
with an enthusiasm rarely seen at
programs. ‘This is the most energy I have
seen in one of my sessions,’ said Scott
Nicholson, associate professor at the School of Information Studies at
Syracuse University and director of the Because Play Matters game
lab.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 29

Gaming in libraries
Brian Mayer writes: “The Game Making
Interest Group’s meeting this year centered
around the recently published book Gaming
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in Libraries: Essays on Using Play to
Connect and Instruct (McFarland, 2014),
which was edited by the group’s chair,
Breanne Kirsch. The Sunday discussion, sponsored by LITA, was filled
with short lightning presentations from those who contributed to the
book, giving attendees an opportunity to directly engage authors with
questions about their work.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 29

Learning about comics and intellectual freedom
Nicole Martin writes: “I had the pleasure of attending a wonderful
program on Saturday, ‘The Comic Book Legal Defense Fund:
Intellectual Freedom and the Defense of Graphic Novels and Comic
Books,’ sponsored by the Intellectual Freedom Round Table. The
entertaining and educational presentation led by the executive
director of the CBLDF, Charles Brownstein, covered nearly 30 years of
comic book censorship history. Did you know that there were public
burnings of comic books in this country in the 1940s?”...
ALSC Blog, June 28

Drawing with comic artists
Ashley Waring writes: “Yup, I totally got to
draw an awesome comic with some of my
favorite comic artists. Then they signed it and
took a picture with me. For real! What a great
way to finish off my long first day at Annual.
The Comics Quickfire event was like a game
show with audience participation and super-
talented and funny comics combined.”...
ALSC Blog, June 27

Now showing @ ALA: Defiant
Requiem
Jennifer Whitley writes: “Coming from a
small town with just one movie theater
(showing only commercially predictable
films), I was especially excited to check out
the ‘Now Showing @ ALA’ series. Saturday’s
viewing of Defiant Requiem was high on my
list since my book club has read several Holocaust fiction titles in the
past few years. Alyson Richman’s The Lost Wife was one such title,
with discussion spent long past our book club time as we talked about
the plot twists that included new information on the Terezín camp in
the Czech Republic. Similarly, Defiant Requiem did not disappoint.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 29

“Alexandria Still Burns” in Las
Vegas
George Eberhart writes: “Philadelphia
photographer Kyle Cassidy (right) generated so
much interest with his portraits of librarians
taken at the ALA 2014 Midwinter Meeting in a
February 11 article in Slate that he returned to
take more at the Annual Conference in Las
Vegas. This time he took photos and interviewed
some 100 library professionals of all types for a traveling photo
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gallery, ‘Alexandria Still Burns,’ that libraries across the country will
be able to host.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 27; Slate, Feb. 11

Connecting youth
Lindsey Halsell writes: “There is more to
connecting youth than text messaging, it was
clear in ‘Connecting Youth: Key Findings from
the Learning Labs in Libraries and Museums
Projects’ program on Friday morning,
sponsored by the Urban Libraries Council.
Connecting youth is about engaging teens
through subjects that interest them. The Learning Labs Initiative,
started in 2012, helps teens connect activities and interests that they
pursue in the library with skills that can help them at school or in a
future career.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 27

Reforma President’s Program on
climate change
Michele LeSure writes: “On Saturday, Isabel
Espinal, president of Reforma: The National
Association to Promote Library and
Information Services to Latinos and the
Spanish Speaking, and Omar Poler, from the
University of Wisconsin–Madison, copresented
the Reforma President’s Program, ‘Library Power to the People: Facing
Up to the Climate Crisis with Information and Action.’ It was
cosponsored by the American Indian Library Association and the
newly formed ALA Sustainability Round Table. Espinal said the
urgency of the crisis is what prompted her to focus her presidential
program on climate change.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 28

Restrooms of Las Vegas
Amy Musser writes: “Las Vegas was definitely a
unique, if difficult city to navigate. But I won’t
soon forget the over-the-top glitz and glitter. In
fact, even the restrooms were luxurious! I
thought it would be a fun adventure to take
pictures of these sumptuously lavish (but oh-
so-necessary) rooms as I traversed the city.
Here are a few of my favorites.”...
ALSC Blog, July 1

Go back to the Top

Awards
Goodwin, Tartt win Andrew
Carnegie Medals
ALA has awarded Donna Tartt and
Doris Kearns Goodwin the 2014
Andrew Carnegie Medals for
Excellence in Fiction and Nonfiction.
Donna Tartt’s The Goldfinch received
the medal for fiction, and Doris
Kearns Goodwin’s The Bully Pulpit
received the medal for nonfiction. The
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selections were announced Saturday night at the Carnegie Awards
presentation. The awards recognize the best of the best in fiction and
nonfiction for adult readers published in the US the previous year.
Watch their acceptance speeches here, as well as Goodwin praising
grassroots activism and Tartt sharing (MP4 file) how New York Public
Library staff helped her research....
Booklist, RUSA, June 28

Lemony Snicket shakes up the
President’s Program
Phil Morehart writes: “The President’s Program
at the 2014 ALA Annual Conference and
Exhibition began as a calm affair. Then
Lemony Snicket hit the stage. Daniel Handler
—better known under his pen name, Lemony
Snicket—was on hand to present the first-ever Lemony Snicket Prize
for Librarians Faced with Adversity, which honors a librarian who has
faced adversity with integrity and dignity intact. Handler transformed
the calm awards presentation into a hilarious affair as he poked fun at
award-winner Laurence Copel (left), youth outreach librarian and
founder of the Lower Ninth Ward Street Library in New Orleans.
Author Mo Willems (right) surprised everyone when he literally
jumped onstage to join Handler in the wackiness.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 30

Pura Belpré Award celebration
Tessa Michaelson Schmidt writes: “How
wonderful to be in a full room for the
2014 Pura Belpré Celebration and Award
Ceremony at #alaac14 on Sunday! The
Octavius Room at Caesars Palace was
transformed with colorful decorations, live music, and positive energy
for the 18th anniversary of this important award, sponsored by ALSC
and Reforma.”...
ALSC Blog, June 29, July 1

Award acceptance speeches
If you were not able to attend the Newbery Caldecott Banquet in Las
Vegas and are sad that you missed hearing the speeches, do not
despair. They are now available online....
ALSC Blog, July 1

Markus Zusak: Follow your vision
completely
Amy Koester writes: “Markus Zusak (right) said
something in his Margaret A. Edwards acceptance
speech that really resonated with me: ‘Follow your
vision completely. Follow it and do not stop.’ Zusak
was speaking specifically about writers sticking to
the story they know they want to write, but I think
those words have relevance to youth services
practitioners too. When we have ideas for excellent services, we need
to follow those visions.”...
ALSC Blog, June 28

The Printz authors speak
Mariam Pera writes: “After 40 years of the Booklist Books for Youth
Forum, it was time for a transition. On Friday, Booklist and YALSA
partnered to present the Michael L. Printz Program and Reception.
YALSA President Shannon Peterson introduced this year’s Honor Books
—Eleanor and Park by Rainbow Rowell, Kingdom of Little Wounds by
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Susann Cokal, Maggot Moon by Sally Gardner, and Navigating Early by
Clare Vanderpool—and the 2014 winner Midwinterblood by Marcus
Sedgwick.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 29

Will Eisner Graphic Novel Grants
ALA and the Will and Ann Eisner Family Foundation announced the
two winners of the first Will Eisner Graphic Novel Grants for Libraries
on Saturday. The grants are administered by the Games and Gaming
Round Table and the Graphic Novels and Comics in Libraries Member
Initiative Group. The Will Eisner Graphic Novel Growth Grant was
presented to Ypsilanti (Mich.) District Library, and the Will Eisner
Graphic Novel Innovation Grant was presented to Lewis and Clark
Library, Helena, Montana....
Graphic Novels and Comics Member Initiative Group, June 29

American Indian Youth Literature
Awards
Michele LeSure writes: “The American Indian
Youth Literature Awards ceremony took place
on Sunday afternoon. The awards are
presented every two years to authors whose
works ‘identify and honor the very best
writing and illustrations by and about
American Indians,’ and present American Indians ‘in the fullness of
their humanity,’ both past and present. Naomi Bishop, cochair of the
2014 AIYLA Jury as well as AILA secretary, introduced keynote
speaker Tim Tingle.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 30

Crystal Apple awarded to Marlene Woo-
Lun
AASL President Gail Dickinson has selected Marlene
Woo-Lun (right) as the recipient of the 2014 Crystal
Apple. The Crystal Apple honor is given at the
discretion of the AASL president to an individual or
group that has had a significant impact on school
library programs and students. Woo-Lun has been
involved in publishing materials to assist building-level school
librarians build strong school library programs. Read about more AASL
awards....
AASL, June 28; AASL Blog, June 29

AASL best apps and websites for teaching and
learning
AASL announced its 2014 lists of Best Apps and Best Websites for
Teaching and Learning at the ALA Annual Conference in Las Vegas.
The two lists of 25 apps and 25 internet sites provide new technology
resources and enhanced learning for school librarians and their
teacher collaborators....
AASL, June 28

AASL Beyond Words grants
Paul Robeson Malcolm X Academy in Detroit and Rowe Elementary
School in Rowe, Massachusetts, are the recipients of the 2014
catastrophic disaster relief grants offered as part of the AASL Beyond
Words Grant funded by the Dollar General Literacy Foundation. To
qualify for a $50,000 catastrophic award, eligible schools suffered a
90% or greater loss to the school library program due to a natural
disaster, fire, or terrorist act....
AASL, June 28
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Friends of ALSC Institute scholarships
The Friends of ALSC have awarded scholarships to the 2014 ALSC
National Institute to Nicole Martin and Gesse Stark-Smith in efforts to
support ALSC’s goal of continuing education for children’s librarians....
ALSC, June 27

Sacramento librarian wins Pride
Award
Jessica Zaker, supervisor of the Sacramento
(Calif.) Public Library’s Arcade branch, won a
Pride Award from Sacramento Pride, an
LGBT advocacy organization, on June 24.
Zaker created and coordinated a series of
“You Belong at Your Library” events to coincide with National Library
Week in 2012. These events and the marketing campaign supporting
them were designed to let members of the GLBTQIA (Gay, Lesbian,
Bisexual, Transgender, Questioning, Intersex, and Ally) community
know that they are welcome at the library....
Sacramento Public Library, June 30

2014 Miles Franklin Award
British novelist Evie Wyld has won the 2014 Miles
Franklin literary award for her novel, All the Birds,
Singing. The $60,000 Miles Franklin award is
Australia’s highest literary honor, celebrating literature
that features aspects of Australian life. The novel, a
dark tale centered around the mysterious deaths of a
protagonist’s sheep, has won multiple awards since its
release, including the Encore award and a Jerwood
Fiction Uncovered prize....
The Guardian (UK), June 26

Go back to the Top

Tech
3D printing and libraries
Lindsey Halsell writes: “3D printers may be the
coolest new tech for libraries, but the complicated
relationship between interactive content and
libraries means that ALA’s Office for Intellectual
Freedom and Office for Information Technology
Policy need to set policy. In ‘3D Printers and Library
Policies,’ presented by United for Libraries on June 28, Barbara Jones,
Corinne Hill, and Charlie Wapner spoke about the present uncertainty
over how to manage legal issues related to 3D printers and how to
develop best practices for future use.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 28

The Girl Scouts of technology
Jennifer Petti writes: “Computer science is
currently the fastest-growing, highest-
paying profession in our economy, but the
US can only fill 30% of the available jobs. With such a rich and open
field, one might assume that men and women would be flocking to
this career path equally. However, that is not the case. Enter Black
Girls Code, whose founder and CEO, Kimberly Bryant, was the
keynote speaker at the LITA President’s Program, ‘Transforming:
Systems and Technology.’”...
AL: The Scoop, June 30
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Ebook strategies for librarians
and publishers
George Eberhart writes: “E-Content
Quarterly Editor Mirela Roncevic on
Sunday served as moderator for a panel
of librarians and publishers who discussed ‘Leading with Ebooks: New
Strategies for Librarians and Publishers.’ The event was sponsored by
Total BooX, an ebook provider that offers a pay-as-you-read model.
Roncevic opened the discussion by explaining the difference between
managing and leading. ‘In the past decade,’ Roncevic said, ‘libraries
and publishers have been managing ebook technology. Leading
involves creating instead of building.’”...
AL: The Scoop, June 30

Libraries as publishers
Laurie D. Borman writes: “‘Everyone’s an
author, everyone wants you to buy their
book, everyone wants you to put their book
in your collection,’ said moderator Melissa
Rice, head of adult services at Frankfort (Ill.)
Public Library District, at ‘The New Library
Imprint: Libraries and Self-Publishing’ program at the ALA Annual
Conference Saturday morning. With 391,000 self-published titles
launched in 2012 alone, it is an exploding scene that libraries may
want to be a part of.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 28

Go back to the Top

In Other News
Ernie DiMattia dies
Ernie DiMattia (right), president of the Ferguson
Library in Stamford, Connecticut, since 1976, died
June 26 of cancer at the age of 74. DiMattia led the
library for 38 years, seeing it through tremendous
change over decades, including a digital revolution,
modernization, financial woes, and a major
renovation and expansion of its branches. In 2010,
he responded to a budget crisis by increasing private fundraising
efforts and taking a pay cut to preserve services. He was currently
serving as chair of the ALA Publishing Committee....
Stamford (Conn.) Advocate, June 27

When the watchdog whimpers
Adam Eisgrau writes: “Created as an independent federal agency by
Congress in 2007 to safeguard the public’s privacy and civil liberties
in the wake of 9/11, the Privacy and Civil Liberties Oversight Board
has just adopted and published its second major report (PDF file) on
the most invasive government surveillance programs. According to
experts at the Electronic Frontier Foundation, however, this second
effort is as anemic when it comes to protecting personal privacy as
the first one in January was robust.”...
District Dispatch, July 2; Electronic Frontier Foundation, July 1

FCC releases report on E-rate
proposal impact (PDF file) 
The Federal Communications Commission
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released a report (PDF file) on the potential
impact of a pending proposal to modernize
the federal E-rate program to meet a pressing
demand by the nation’s schools and libraries:
robust connectivity to the internet through
Wi-Fi networks. The report provides a state-by-state breakdown of
the estimated number of additional students, schools, and libraries
that would gain E-rate funding needed for Wi-Fi upgrades over the
next five years under the proposal by FCC Chairman Tom Wheeler.
Read the FCC’s FAQ....
Federal Communications Commission, July 1; Official FCC Blog, June 30

NYPL gets first funding increase in six years
The New York Public Library will receive a $4.4 million increase in city
operating funds for Fiscal Year 2015, according to the new city
budget, unveiled June 26 by Mayor Bill de Blasio. The increase—the
first for the system since Fiscal Year 2008—brings NYPL’s total city
operating budget to about $144 million. It is part of a $10 million
increase in funding to all three of the city’s library systems, including
the Brooklyn Public Library and Queens Library....
New York Public Library, June 26

Daniel Handler backs Kansas boy
Daniel Handler (aka Lemony Snicket) is
lending his support to the 9-year-old Kansas
boy who has been told by city officials that his
Little Free Library violates a ban on
unattached buildings in front yards. The San
Francisco author of the bestselling A Series of
Unfortunate Events series said that he has
sent Spencer Collins (right) “a handful of
Snicket books—largely from my new series, All the Wrong Questions,
in which a librarian is a hero.”...
San Francisco Chronicle, June 25

Hachette dispute is all about ebook pricing
Laura Hazard Owen writes: “As Amazon and Hachette’s contract
dispute wears on, Amazon has had little to say publicly about it: The
company released an unattributed statement on the Kindle forums at
the end of May, but until now no executive from the company had
commented. That changed July 1, when Russ Grandinetti, Amazon’s
VP of Kindle content, gave a few quotes to the Wall Street Journal....
GigaOM, May 28, July 2; Wall Street Journal, July 1

Infographic on ebook piracy
Dianna Dilworth writes: “Ever wonder who exactly is stealing ebooks?
NeoMam Studios has created an infographic that aims to answer this
question. According to the graphic, 75% of ebooks in the US are
purchased and not copied or downloaded for free, and 69% of ebook
owners bought every ebook in their collections.”...
GalleyCat, July 1

Pennsylvania libraries feel funding
pressure
Pennsylvania’s public libraries endured the pain
of the funding ax in recent years, cutting back
on staff, services, new book purchases, and
hours of operation. In Washington County, the
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situation is about to become more dire—one community’s library
might have to close altogether. Citizens and Chartiers-Houston
libraries, two Washington County libraries that rely on school districts
for a portion of their funding, learned in recent weeks that the
districts will eliminate their appropriations to the libraries due to
budget constraints....
Pittsburgh (Pa.) Post-Gazette, June 28

LBJ Library commemorates Civil Rights
Act anniversary
Wednesday marks the 50th anniversary of the Civil
Rights Act, signed by President Lyndon Johnson on
July 2, 1964. The Lyndon B. Johnson Presidential
Library in Austin is using some modern-day
technology to mark the milestone: Twitter. Staff
members are tweeting out photos, videos, and links
to documents at @LBJlibrary. They will also tweet out
links to recorded telephone conversations pertaining
to the Civil Rights Act....
KVUE-TV, Austin, Tex., July 2

Seven surprises about libraries in
the Pew surveys
Lee Rainie writes: “The Pew Research Center’s
studies about libraries and where they fit in
the lives of their communities and patrons
have uncovered some surprising facts about
what Americans think of libraries and the way
they use them. As librarians around the world
are gathered in Las Vegas for the ALA Annual
Conference, here are findings that stand out
from our research, our typology of public library engagement and the
What kind of library user are you? quiz.”...
Pew Research Center, June 30

D.C. librarians are affordable housing advocates
Robert Samuels writes: “A new group is joining the push for more
affordable housing: city libraries. Yes, it’s true. Public libraries, in the
District and around the country, have long been considered ‘day
shelters’ where the homeless hang out until the shelter’s open at
night, said Robin Diener, president of the Friends of the Martin Luther
King Jr. Memorial Library, near Gallery Place in downtown D.C.”...
Washington Post, June 26

Vermont State Librarian testifies in
Senate
On July 1, Vermont State Librarian Martha Reid
(right, back to camera) voiced (PDF file) the
concerns of our nation’s libraries about the
importance of an open internet at a US Senate
Committee on the Judiciary field hearing. Led by
Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.) (right) in support of
network neutrality, the hearing “Preserving an
Open Internet: Rules to Promote Competition
and Protect Main Street Consumers” took place in Burlington,
Vermont....
Office for Information Technology Policy, July 1

2014 “It Came from a Book” Teen Art
Contest
The Library As Incubator Project has announced its
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third annual “It Came From a Book” Teen Art Contest.
The basics: Teens can read any book and create a
piece of art inspired by the story. The artwork can be
photography, painting, drawing, sculpture, or manga,
and the deadline is November 1. Librarians can
download this year’s poster (right) to promote the
contest with their teens....
The Library As Incubator Project, June 26

Facebook’s unethical experiment
Katy Waldman writes: “Facebook has been
experimenting on us. A new paper (PDF file) in the
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences
reveals that Facebook intentionally manipulated
the news feeds of almost 700,000 users in order
to study ‘emotional contagion through social
networks.’ The researchers, who are affiliated with
Facebook, Cornell, and the University of California–San Francisco,
tested whether reducing the number of positive messages people saw
made those people less likely to post positive content themselves. The
same went for negative messages.” And it turns out that the study
was not pre-approved by Cornell’s ethics board, and Facebook may
not have had “implied” user permission to conduct the study as
researchers previously claimed....
Slate, June 28; Washington Post, July 1

Limits on books in UK prisons
Chris Grayling (right) is Britain’s secretary of state for
justice, and last November his department tightened
the rules on privileges granted to inmates. One of the
changes was to restrict the flow of books into prisons.
Some guards have interpreted the policy as a broad
ban, resulting in a system under which prisoners must
borrow books from prison libraries or earn the right to
buy them through good behavior. Novelists, including Kathy Lette and
Margaret Drabble, are threatening to name some of their most
villainous and unfortunate fictional characters after Grayling....
New York Times, July 1

30 vintage photos of people in
libraries
Jill Harness and Rebecca O’Connell write:
“Storytime duty is nothing new for
librarians, as you can see in this image on
the right, taken by Jessie Tarbox Beals in
1910. A librarian is sharing a Native
American legend about the Northern Lights
with an audience of youngsters from a nearby Jewish school. Other
images in this roundup from the Library of Congress and Getty
Images collections show librarians helping people, checking out the
books, groups of librarians, librarians posing, libraries around the
world, interiors, librarians hard at work, and students.”...
Mental Floss, June 26

Go back to the Top
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Conference Highlights

Engaged attendees, lively
programs and events
18,626 librarians, library workers and library
supporters (including 5,607 exhibitors) from
around the world joined energetically in the
shared endeavor of “Transforming our
libraries, ourselves” at the 2014 ALA Annual
Conference and Exhibition, June 26–July 1 in
Las Vegas. Attendees took part in spirited and productive
conversations, sessions, problem-solving, events, discovery of the
latest products and services and networking throughout the Las Vegas
Convention Center and other venues. The program included more
than 2,700 scheduled programs, sessions, and events....
ALA Communications, July 1

On stage with Lois Lowry and
Jeff Bridges
Phil Morehart writes: “The main attraction
on Sunday was the ALA President’s
Program, featuring President Barbara
Stripling’s conversation with Lois Lowry,
author of young adult dystopian classic The
Giver, and Oscar-winning actor Jeff Bridges. The pair joined Stripling
to discuss the upcoming film adaptation of The Giver, which stars
Bridges in the title role (he also served as the film’s producer), as
well as discuss concepts found in the film. An exclusive sizzle reel
with behind-the-scenes footage and clips from the new film was also
screened for the audience.” Lowry spoke to American Libraries on The
Giver (4:48) and libraries past and present (2:29)....
AL: The Scoop, June 30

Stan Lee and the librarians
Michele LeSure writes: “My spidey senses were

 

A grand total of 18,626
librarians and library staff,
exhibitors, and library
supporters attended ALA
Annual Conference in Las
Vegas, June 26–July 1.
Attendance for last year’s
conference in Chicago was
26,362. The 2012
conference in Anaheim,
California, had 17,642
registrations.
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tingling, but why? Stan Lee (right) was in the
house (although I and hundreds of others wound
up in the overflow room). At 91, Lee is an
energetic and engaging speaker. The overarching
message of his talk at the Auditorium Speaker
Series on Saturday was that libraries, librarians,
and comic books are all inspirations for children
to learn to read. Lee said one of his favorite cameo roles in the
Marvel superhero movie franchise was performing the role of a
librarian during Spider-Man 3.” Watch two excerpts of his presentation
on the evolution of comics (4:33) and on reading and libraries
(2:14)....
AL: The Scoop, June 28

Resetting the possibilities
Mariam Pera writes: “On Friday afternoon,
ALA President Barbara Stripling kicked off the
2014 ALA Annual Conference and Exhibition at
the Opening General Session, where she
recapped many of the big events from her
presidential year. And she introduced the
session’s keynote speaker, alternate-reality
game designer Jane McGonigal (right). An avid gamer herself,
McGonigal cited a Gallup poll that found $3.1 trillion dollars is lost in
the global economy because workers do not feel engaged in their
work. Statistics also show a downward trend of students feeling less
engaged the longer they stay in school.” McGonigal spoke to American
Libraries on the impact of libraries (4:49) and video games (4:13)....
AL: The Scoop, June 28, 30

Ilyasah Shabazz on the power of
family and heritage
Laurie D. Borman writes: “‘We allow our
children to be taught to hate,’ said Ilyasah
Shabazz (right), the daughter of Malcolm X,
and an auditorium speaker on Sunday at the
2014 ALA Annual Conference. When love and
positive values are not instilled in a family, she
said, ‘Ultimately, we have failed our obligation to God (if you believe
in God), our obligation to our children, and our obligation to
ourselves. We must do better.’” Shabazz spoke to American Libraries
on impacting youth (4:03) and on books (2:47)....
AL: The Scoop, June 30

Jane Fonda on teens and escaping
stereotypes
Michele LeSure writes: “The hall was packed with
a very receptive audience for author and actress
Jane Fonda (right), who appeared as part of the
Auditorium Speaker Series on Saturday morning.
When I arived, she was getting weepy talking
about how special librarians were to her life as
she grew up. Fonda’s mother died when she was
12, and she used her personal tragedy as a segue to discussing how
critical adolescence is to the development of personality. She talked
about this in the context of her latest book, Being a Teen, published

Visit Flickr to see photos
of Annual Conference and
watch videos on the
official ALA YouTube
channel.

Find more conference
coverage in the online
version of Cognotes.
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in March by Random House. Watch two excerpts of her presentation
on adolescence (4:59) and on the refuge of libraries (1:35)....
AL: The Scoop, June 28

Alexander McCall Smith charms the
audience
Heather Johnson writes: “Internationally
acclaimed author Alexander McCall Smith has
penned more than 100 books, including his well-
known and bestselling No. 1 Ladies’ Detective
Agency series, academic titles, and popular
children’s books. Weaving humor throughout his
presentation, McCall Smith spoke about the nature of readership,
complaints from book groups, and adoration for his characters. He
urged ALA to manage book groups as a serious issue like intellectual
freedom and compared librarians to wine tasters who expertly classify
and describe books.” McCall Smith spoke to American Libraries on
libraries in the US and abroad (2:20) and on reading and writing
(2:07)....
ALA Cognotes, Monday, p. 12

Azar Nafisi: Readers are born free
Brad Martin writes: “Azar Nafisi spoke
passionately about the freedom to read on
Saturday, focusing on her forthcoming book,
The Republic of the Imagination: America in
Three Books, and the important meanings
contained in literature. She returned again
and again to the importance of reading and to
what happens when individuals and countries as a whole do not
read.”... 
ALA Cognotes, Sunday, pp. 1, 19

Hey librarians, call me
George Eberhart writes: “On Tuesday,
comedian, actor, director, and author B. J.
Novak (right) offered some entertainment at
the Closing Session of the 2014 ALA Annual
Conference in Las Vegas. In addition to
having the ‘honor of addressing an audience
of more than 1,000 librarians in Las Vegas,’
Novak quipped that it was a ‘specific sexual fantasy.’ He put up a
photo of himself and a phone number on the big screen with the
caption, ‘Hey librarians, call me.’”...
AL: The Scoop, July 1

Go back to the Top

ALA News

A conversation about the
future
George Eberhart writes: “On Saturday
morning, ALA President Barbara K.
Stripling (left) convened a panel to
stimulate thinking about the future and
the place libraries will have in it. The
conversation was a follow-up to the national Summit on the Future of
Libraries held May 2–3 at the Library of Congress. Stripling said that

Twitter Noted
& Quoted

“Nationally, cat
sitter business
increases 300% the
week of ALA
conferences.”

—Fake Library Stats, June 25

“[looks at forecast
for Las Vegas]
[contemplates lack
of professional attire
suitable for 100-
degree weather]
[despairs].”

—Amanda Watson, June 23
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‘Each one of us will have a different future library. We have the power
to envision our future communities and make a difference right
now.’”...
AL: The Scoop, June 28

Turning outward
Mariam Pera writes: “The first of four Annual
Conference programs presented by the ALA Public
Programs Office, ‘Turning Outward to Lead Change in
Your Community: Aspirations,’ introduced attendees to
the concepts of the Harwood Institute and the ALA
initiative—libraries transforming communities (LTC).
Facilitated by Cheryl Gorman, vice president of national
programs at Harwood, the program explained that the
idea of ‘turning outward’ is not just a set of tools, ‘It’s a mindset that
helps you learn to do the good work you already do [but] better.’”
Oak Park (Ill.) Public Library Executive Director David J. Seleb talks
about his experience “turning outward” (3:33)....
AL: The Scoop, June 29

Council I supports Air Force libraries
On Saturday, ALA Council met in its first session, with ALA President
Barbara Stripling presiding. Among its actions, Council passed a
Resolution in Support of Stable Funding for Air Force Libraries. The
two-part resolution calls on “the US Department of Defense and Air
Force to restore funding to Air Force base and command libraries
back to FY2011 levels for staffing, materials, services, and
programs.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 29

Council II passes three resolutions
ALA Council breezed through its second session on Monday, closing in
under an hour and a half. The Policy Monitoring Committee’s
resolution passed to improve member access to ALA governing unit
information; the Committee on Organization’s resolution passed to
amend the ALA Policy Manual to require committees to submit reports
biannually to the ALA executive director; and a resolution passed to
encourage Congress to grant budget autonomy to the District of
Columbia government to allow city services, including libraries, to
remain open during a federal government shutdown....
AL: The Scoop, June 30

Intellectual Freedom Manual dominates Council III
ALA Council met for its third and final session on Tuesday. The
Intellectual Freedom Committee presented 14 action items as
revisions to the Intellectual Freedom Manual, which is set to be
published later in 2014. After a motion to refer the section on labeling
and rating systems failed—though not without much discussion and in
a very close vote—Council passed the package. Council also approved
the adoption of “Copyright: An Interpretation of the Code of Ethics.”...
AL: The Scoop, July 1

Reflections on ALA Council
Marge Loch-Wouters writes: “For the first time
since I got on ALA Council three years ago, the
meetings got out early so I could actually
participate in a few ALSC meetings and events.
I have always prided myself on being a process
junkie but Council truly challenged that
perception. It was not an easy assignment for

“I was going to meet
some librarians ‘at
the hotel bar,’ but I
think my entire hotel
is a bar.”

—Kyle Cassidy, June 26

“Wait, you’re telling
me that *none* of
the meeting rooms
have slot machines?
”

—Katie Fortney, June 27

“Know what would
make #alaac14
better? If it was a bit
warmer and things
were a little further
apart.”

—Emily Clasper, June 27

“shibe very such
hung overs, friend
making bad punnings
& laugh TOO LOUD,
doge just want
quieting.”

—Doge B. Rarian, June 28

“Fitbit tally,
#alaac14 day 1:
21,701 steps; 9.67
miles; 84 very active
minutes.”

—Chad Haefele, June 27

“The opening of the
exhibit hall can only
be compared to the
running of the bulls.
Librarians turn
linebackers. Crazy
for free swag.”

—John Trischitti III, June 27

“Crazy energy in the
room at the Printz
reception. Teen
librarians are the
best.”

—Gregory Taylor, June 27
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an action person like me but I was proud of my
service. Here I am (right) with my ‘diploma’ certificate proving I sat
through many meetings.”...
Tiny Tips for Library Fun, July 1

Résumé advice from an expert
Lindsey Halsell writes: “Saturday morning, I
visited the ALA JobLIST Placement Center to
take advantage of the résumé critiquing
service. met with Julia Frankosky (right),
government information librarian at Michigan
State University, who reviewed my résumé
and gave me tips on how to make a better impression on potential
employers. Résumés need to address the specific needs of individual
jobs. Yes, this means rewriting or restructuring them depending on a
position’s description.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 28

ALA’s volunteer Ambassadors
George Eberhart writes: “Now in its fourth
year, the Ambassador program run by the
ALA Membership Development Office was
in full force at the 2014 ALA Annual
Conference in Las Vegas and operating out
of the ALA Membership Pavilion. Paul
Signorelli, who has served as consultant to
the program, gave American Libraries a rundown on how it
operates.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 29

ALA encourages next step in E-rate improvement
On July 1, ALA participated in an E-rate press call moderated by the
FCC and was joined by several education and digital learning
advocates. More than 4 million people visit America’s public libraries
each day, and high-capacity broadband and Wi-Fi–enabled
connections are at the center of what our communities need to
connect with a world of online resources. Libraries complete
education, jumpstart employment and entrepreneurship, empower
people of all ages and backgrounds, and foster community
engagement—“The E’s of Libraries.”...
Office for Information Technology Policy, July 1

ALA applauds Simon and Schuster
On the first day of its 2014 Annual Conference in Las Vegas, the
American Library Association welcomed news (PDF file) from Simon
and Schuster that it will convert its pilot library ebook lending
program to serve all US libraries. ALA President Barbara Stripling
released a statement....
Office for Information Technology Policy, June 26

ALA applauds ruling in two civil liberties cases
On June 25, the US Supreme Court unanimously upheld the Fourth
Amendment when they ruled in David Leon Riley v. State of California
and United States v. Brima Wurie that officers of the law must obtain
warrants before they can search the cellphones of arrestees. In
response to the victorious court decision, Emily Sheketoff, executive
director of the ALA Washington Office, released a statement....
ALA Washington Office, June 25

Go back to the Top

“Alexander McCall
Smith was hilarious!
He had us laughing
our heads off.”

—Janet Owen, June 28

“I tried to be normal
sauce when I met
Gene Luen Yang at
#alaac14, but I
ended up fangirling.
I may have even
squeaked.”

—Jessica Olin, June 28

“I am in Las Vegas to
speak to a
conference of
librarians and could
not be happier about
the life choices that
have led me to this.”

—B. J. Novak, June 29

“Cab driver: You
librarians . . . you
wear a lot of
clothes.”

—M. P. Cooley, June 29

“Sadness is
expecting an
awesome discussion
group and getting a
lecture instead.”

—Juliann Couture, June 29

“Can’t confirm but I
bet Jeff Bridges
would think our
carpet at #alaac14
really ties the booth
together.”

—OverDrive Libraries, June 29

“You go through the
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Authors

Literary tastes: The best genre
reading of the year
Lindsey Halsell writes: “RUSA hosted
Sunday morning’s ‘Literary Tastes:
Celebrating the Best Reading of the Year’
program. Sponsored by publishers
Penguin, HarperCollins, and Macmillan, the program featured talks by
four authors who won the 2014 Notable Book Award and Reading List
Book Awards, which honor authors in genre fiction and nonfiction. The
program featured authors Daniel J. Brown, Tessa Dare, Christopher
Buehlman, and Victoria Schwab.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 29

Literary speed dating
Jennifer Petti writes: “With a plethora of exciting
titles on the horizon, a quick and fun way to get
the word out is through literary speed dating—the
first of its kind at Annual Conference. I had the
opportunity to attend two of these whirlwind
events, and they were quite the experience. First
I went to the Association of American Publishers’
Children’s Author event. In one hour I spoke with
14 authors in three-minute increments. At the
second, YALSA’s YA Author Coffee Klatch, I was able to hear from 12
authors.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 30

Using sci-fi to tinker with mankind
Phil Morehart writes: “Science fiction and fantasy are broad genre
labels. There are no boundaries to their fantastic natures—they can
encompass all variety of settings, times, and narrative structures. As
a result, sci-fi and fantasy can be prime petri dishes for experiments
on the human condition. ‘Redefining Humans from the Past to the
Future,’ a LITA-sponsored panel discussion held Saturday, explored
such experiments by talking to some of the genres’ best-known
authors.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 30

Eat what you love
Laurie D. Borman writes: “Marlene Koch,
author of Eat What You Love Everyday,
demonstrated how to make a 120-calorie,
low-fat, and low-sugar cupcake taste like a
traditional 400-calorie version. She even
had samples for the audience at the
What’s Cooking @ ALA stage at 2014 ALA Annual Conference in Las
Vegas on Sunday.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 29

casino. . . The
beginning of every
set of directions in
Las Vegas, ever.”

—Angela Newman, June 28

“When the Vegas
cops arrest drunk
librarians attending
#alaac14 do you
think they say ‘Book
’em’?”

—Miguel M. Morales, June 30

“Interesting tweets
in #alaac14, but
gotta check
#alaleftbehind,
’cause that’s where
the good stuff is.”

—Ray Maxwell, June 28

“Watching Librarians
improvise
flannelboard stories
at #LibGames14.
First title, ‘If You
Give a Librarian a
Budget Increase.’”

—Tara Brady, June 30

“Askhole: a person
who asks for advice
then always does the
opposite,
#LibGames14.”

—Dorlissa Beyer, June 30

“While wearing their
conference badges
that say they’re not
from Vegas 89% of
#alaac14 attendees
will still get asked
for directions.”

—Fake Library Stats, June 30

“Blessed is the
#alacouncil bc they
share a council
heritage with the
Jedi Council and
Council of Elrond and
Counselor Troi.”

—Librarian Jesus, June 30
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Judy Blume in the exhibit hall
Dawn Abron writes: “Popular authors of the 1980s
made an appearance at the book-signing tables,
among them Ann M. Martin and Judy Blume (right).
As I walked around the exhibit hall with my Wimpy
Kid fan that says, ‘Millions of kids are readers
because of this book,’ I remembered the days
when this was said about Judy Blume. If you hadn’t
read Are You There God, It’s Me  Margaret, you
would get crazy looks from your friends. Kids would
read this book so that they wouldn’t get left out of the conversation
at lunch—even boys.”...
ALSC Blog, June 30

Go back to the Top

Division Sessions

The weight of student debt
Laurie D. Borman writes: “Michelle
Singletary (right), financial columnist for
the Washington Post, had the audience at
the ACRL President’s Program singing and
swaying to Bill Withers’s ‘Lean on Me’ as
she talked about how librarians can lean on
experts to assist in offering financial
literacy programs for college students. Outgoing ACRL President
Trevor Dawes, who introduced the program, has focused his
presidential initiative on the issue of financial literacy.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 28

Finding yourself in the public library
Ashley Smolinski writes: “‘Nobody does any of this
alone,’ Barry Lopez (right) said as he described the
process of writing, publishing, and providing books
to those who will cherish them. Lopez, award-
winning autor of Arctic Dreams, spoke about his
experience and relationship with libraries, his
appreciation for public libraries, and his work as a
writer at the PLA President’s Program on Sunday.”
Watch an excerpt of his presentation on the need
for libraries (2:56)....
ALA Cognotes, Monday, pp. 1, 22

Boba Fett at the circ desk
Jennifer Petti writes: “Star Wars nerds and
public librarians united on Friday for a
hilarious and important panel about
managing a circulation desk with moxie to
match the Rebel Empire at ‘Boba Fett at
the Circ Desk: Library Leadership Lessons
from The Empire Strikes Back,’ sponsored by PLA. Library directors
Brad Allen of Lawrence (Kans.) Public Library and Susan Brown of
Chapel Hill (N.C.) Public Library shared the important lessons learned
from The Empire Strikes Back and how we can apply those to
managing employees. Their goal? To fight the ‘imperial’ status quo.”...
AL: The Scoop, July 1

Evaluating early literacy apps

“Eye makeup down
my face. Thank you
Kate DiCamillo.
Wonderful Newbery
speech!”

—Cristina Gilbert, June 29

“Playing Find the
Librarian while
walking down the
Strip through the
casinos. I feel like
we need a secret
hand sign.”

—Stephanie Arbet, June 29

“Had a $20 left from
cab money, decided
to play slot at gate.
Won $60, cashed out
$80.”

—Jason Griffey, July 1

“See ya later Vegas.
It’s been real.
Leaving #alaac14
with good ideas,
good memories, and
good vibes.”

—Corinne Jessica, July 1

@ More quotes...
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Amy Musser writes: “Saturday I attended PLA’s ‘ECRR 2.0: Using
Apps and Ebooks in Early Literacy Programs.’ A panel of six
individuals passionate about early literacy discussed current research
for best practices and demonstrated a few of their favorite apps.
Panelist Chip Donohue from the Erikson Institute encouraged us to
think about the three C’s.”...
ALSC Blog, June 29

Connected learning and libraries: Case studies
Lindsey Halsell writes: “Libraries are at the center of a new education
methodology: connected learning. Kylie Peppler, assistant professor of
learning sciences at Indiana University, Bloomington, presented the
program ‘Connected Learning and Libraries: At the Intersection of the
Arts, Media, New Technologies, and Informal Learning.’ The session,
part of the ASCLA President’s Program, highlighted the pivotal role
that libraries play in helping young people recognize and pursue
interests in a way that helps them develop real-world skills.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 29

Programming on the autism
spectrum
Suzanne Walker writes: “Serving children on
the autism spectrum can be an intimidating
endeavor, particularly if you have little to no
experience working with these families.
However, as the session I attended Saturday
afternoon discussed, libraries are absolutely
not alone in this. ASCLA’s ‘Creative Collaborations: Successful
Partnerships that Serve Children with Autism’ included presentations
by four librarians who highlighted several different kinds of
partnerships available to the vast majority of public libraries.”...
ALSC Blog, June 29

Examining our values
George Eberhart writes: “The RUSA
President’s Program on Saturday
afternoon offered a wide-ranging look at
how academic and public libraries
developed their traditional service values.
Wayne Bivens-Tatum, philosophy and
religion librarian at Princeton University, called upon the research he
conducted for his book Libraries and the Enlightenment to explain the
origins of the 20th-century academic service model. Florida State
University LIS Professor Wayne Wiegand drew upon the research for
his forthcoming book, Part of Our Lives: A People’s History of the
American Public Libraries, to examine what people really value about
public libraries.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 29

Discussing virtual reference
Michele LeSure writes: “If you are thinking about or are in the early
stages of building a virtual reference service for your library, the
virtual reference discussion group is a great place to start. I had the
opportunity to meet with this part of RUSA (known as MARS:
Emerging Technologies in Reference Section) Sunday at the Paris
Hotel, and the discussion topics were about developing a Virtual
Reference Companion and how attendees could help expand the VRC’s
knowledge base.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 29
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How to fix your programming foul-ups
Dawn Abron writes: “One of the best sessions of #alaac14 (I
happened to be a presenter) was YALSA’s ‘We F’d Up, But We Fixed
It: Thriving When Things Go Wrong.’ This program was designed to
help you accept your teen programming failures and turn them into
successes. The overall takeaway is that failure will happen. Learn
from your mistakes to make successes.”...
ALSC Blog, June 30

Donalyn Miller at the AASL President’s Program
Audrey Church writes: “Kudos and sincere thanks to AASL President
Gail Dickinson for inviting Donalyn Miller to be the keynote speaker at
her President’s Program on Saturday. As librarians, we know Miller as
the author of The Book Whisperer and Reading in the Wild. If you
were fortunate enough to hear her speak, you now know her as a
teacher who believes that reading, in and of itself, should be a reward
for reading and as a teacher who motivates students in her classroom
to read 40 plus books a year.”...
AASL Blog, June 30

AASL research agenda white paper
The white paper resulting from the “Causality: School Libraries and
Student Success (CLASS)” forum, convened by AASL and funded
through a grant from the Institute of Museum and Library Services, is
now available for view and comment (PDF file). The white paper and
research findings were discussed at an Annual Conference session on
Sunday....
AASL, June 28

Go back to the Top

Other Events

Resurrecting The Speaker
Phil Morehart and George Eberhart write: “In
1977, ALA decided to get into the movie
business. Produced by the Intellectual
Freedom Committee, The Speaker follows
the aftermath of a high school group’s
decision to invite a controversial scientist
(loosely based on William Shockley, co-
inventor of the transistor and an outspoken eugenicist) to speak on
campus. The scientist believes that blacks are genetically inferior to
whites. News of the speaker’s engagement sends the school and
community into an uproar, but the group holds firm to the scientist’s
right to speak at the school, regardless of how they personally feel
about his views. The Speaker (41:33) rocked the Association upon
completion, with members accusing the film and ALA of racism.”...
AL: The Scoop, July 1

How to handle controversial
programming
Mariam Pera writes: “On Saturday, the ALA
Public Programs Office and the Office for
Intellectual Freedom presented ‘Managing
Challenges, Maximizing Impact: Policies and Practices for Controversial
Programming.’ Using the Muslim Journeys program as an example,
Lesley Williams, head of adult services at Evanston (Ill.) Public
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Library, and Martin Garnar, reference services librarian and professor
at Regis University in Denver, talked about managing controversial
programming.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 29

Mass surveillance and the Snowden
revelations
George Eberhart writes: “As part of its ongoing
collaboration with the National Security Archive
(NSA), database publisher ProQuest invited NSA
Executive Director Tom Blanton (right) to keynote its
customer luncheon at the 2014 ALA Annual
Conference on Saturday. ProQuest’s Digital National
Security Archive makes this enormous trove of
primary documents accessible through deep indexing and metadata
curation. An ALA member since 1987, Blanton said that the effort to
make these documents accessible ‘goes right to the heart of ALA’s
mission to inform everyone about privacy issues. It should be our
mantra: What happens in our users’ computers stays in our users’
computers.’”...
AL: The Scoop, June 29

Our work in Washington
Phil Morehart writes: “Advocacy and lobbying
in the nation’s capital on behalf of libraries
and the library profession was the focus of
‘Washington Update: 2014 Congressional
Election and Its Impact on Libraries,’ an
event held Saturday morning. The event’s
main speaker, former Senator Jim Webb (D-
Va., right), detailed his life before, during, and after his time in office
—the bulk of which is detailed in his new book, I Heard My Country
Calling—and gave his thoughts on the current state of American
politics. Webb began by recounting his discovery of James Michener at
an early age.” Watch a portion of his presentation on the role of
libraries (2:50)....
AL: The Scoop, June 29

Libraries and the “Internet of
Things”
Mariam Pera writes: “Prior to the official
conference kick-off, OCLC hosted a symposium
on Friday that focused on the ‘internet of things’
(IOT)—the trend in technology moving toward
automation and digitally connecting analog
items. Lisa Carlucci Thomas, director and
founder of Design Think Do, presented an
introduction to the topic and to the symposium’s featured speaker,
Daniel Obodovski, coauthor of The Silent Intelligence: The Internet of
Things. With IOT, everything from the GPS tracking of children or
endangered animals to monitoring a pregnant woman’s unborn child
for health concerns, is possible.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 28

Earn what you are worth
Lindsey Halsall writes: “Agreeing to the
first salary an organization offers is not
the best career move, according to the
ALA–Allied Professional Association’s
Sunday program ‘Earn What You’re Worth: Salary Negotiation for
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Library Workers.’ Attendees heard from ALA Past President Maureen
Sullivan; Dale McNeill, assistant director of public services at San
Antonio Public Library; Leo Agnew, director of human resources and
diversity programs at the University of Iowa Libraries; and Kathryn
Kjaer, academic personnel and training coordinator at the University
of California, Irvine Libraries.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 30

Emerging leaders and the new girl
Jennifer Petti writes: “Every year the selected
class of Emerging Leaders are tasked with
working as part of small teams to complete a
project on behalf of one of ALA’s many
divisions and round tables. This year’s teams
presented posters on everything from
advocating for youth services access (for ALSC) to strategizing a
social media plan (for ALCTS). It didn’t take long for me to become
interested in what these leaders had worked on in the past six
months.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 28

The power of the TEDx program
Jennifer Whitley writes: “If you present
information in a visual format, it may be
tweeted, shared, and commented on for
months to come, as ideas make their way
around the world. That’s where a 20-minute
TED (technology, entertainment, design) talk
has the ability to meet the public at just the intersection between
attention and a need for visual. At Friday’s program ‘TEDx: An
Independently Hosted Event at Your Library,’ speaker Robert Barr,
director of Juneau (Alaska) Public Library, demonstrated how he is
capitalizing on the civic engagement tools that a TED talk can provide
a community.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 29

Tumblr talk
Jennifer Petti writes: “It’s quite common to
see libraries on Facebook and Twitter, but
many institutions have gradually been
branching out to Tumblr. This social media
platform is fast becoming a vibrant online
community where libraries and librarians
connect with peers and patrons. These
‘tumblarians’ are using the platform to promote collections, perform
readers’ advisory, and start conversations about our profession. At
the Monday ‘TumblarianTalk’ conversation starter, six tumblarians
shared a bit of background on their respective Tumblrs and gave
insight on how they approach content sharing.”...
AL: The Scoop, July 1

ALAPlay 2014
Brian Mayer writes: “Each year at ALA
Annual Conference, the Games and Gaming
Round Table, along with the ALA Comic
Book and Graphic Novel Member Initiative
Group, put together an evening full of fun
and learning where the gaming, graphic
novel, and cosplay communities collide.
This year’s event—at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas on Friday—was the

http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blog/emerging-leaders-and-new-girl
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blog/emerging-leaders-and-new-girl
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blog/ala-first-timer-tedx-program-empowers
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blog/ala-first-timer-tedx-program-empowers
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blog/tumblr-talk
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blog/tumblr-talk
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blog/alaplay-2014
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blog/alaplay-2014


AL Direct, July 3, 2013

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2014/july/070214.htm[10/8/2014 10:44:26 AM]

biggest event to date, signaling a tipping point for both the event and
GameRT.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 28

Make a game
Brian Mayer writes: “Saturday’s Games
and Gaming Round Table’s featured
program—‘Come Make a Game’—was filled
with more than 100 people and hummed
with an enthusiasm rarely seen at
programs. ‘This is the most energy I have
seen in one of my sessions,’ said Scott
Nicholson, associate professor at the School of Information Studies at
Syracuse University and director of the Because Play Matters game
lab.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 29

Gaming in libraries
Brian Mayer writes: “The Game Making
Interest Group’s meeting this year centered
around the recently published book Gaming
in Libraries: Essays on Using Play to
Connect and Instruct (McFarland, 2014),
which was edited by the group’s chair,
Breanne Kirsch. The Sunday discussion, sponsored by LITA, was filled
with short lightning presentations from those who contributed to the
book, giving attendees an opportunity to directly engage authors with
questions about their work.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 29

Learning about comics and intellectual freedom
Nicole Martin writes: “I had the pleasure of attending a wonderful
program on Saturday, ‘The Comic Book Legal Defense Fund:
Intellectual Freedom and the Defense of Graphic Novels and Comic
Books,’ sponsored by the Intellectual Freedom Round Table. The
entertaining and educational presentation led by the executive
director of the CBLDF, Charles Brownstein, covered nearly 30 years of
comic book censorship history. Did you know that there were public
burnings of comic books in this country in the 1940s?”...
ALSC Blog, June 28

Drawing with comic artists
Ashley Waring writes: “Yup, I totally got to
draw an awesome comic with some of my
favorite comic artists. Then they signed it and
took a picture with me. For real! What great
way to finish off my long first day at annual.
The Comics Quickfire event was like a game
show with audience participation and super
talented and funny comics combined.”...
ALSC Blog, June 27

Now showing @ ALA: Defiant
Requiem
Jennifer Whitley writes: “Coming from a
small town with just one movie theater
(showing only commercially predictable
films), I was especially excited to check out
the ‘Now Showing @ ALA’ series. Saturday’s
viewing of Defiant Requiem was high on my
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list since my book club has read several Holocaust fiction titles in the
past few years. Alyson Richman’s The Lost Wife was one such title,
with discussion spent long past our book club time as we talked about
the plot twists that included new information on the Terezín camp in
the Czech Republic. Similarly, Defiant Requiem did not disappoint.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 29

“Alexandria Still Burns” in Las
Vegas
George Eberhart writes: “Philadelphia
photographer Kyle Cassidy (right) generated so
much interest with his portraits of librarians
taken at the ALA 2014 Midwinter Meeting in a
February 11 article in Slate that he returned to
take more at the Annual Conference in Las
Vegas. This time he took photos and interviewed
some 100 library professionals of all types for a traveling photo
gallery, ‘Alexandria Still Burns,’ that libraries across the country will
be able to host.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 27; Slate, Feb. 11

Connecting youth
Lindsey Halsell writes: “There is more to
connecting youth than text messaging, it was
clear in ‘Connecting Youth: Key Findings from
the Learning Labs in Libraries and Museums
Projects’ program on Friday morning,
sponsored by the Urban Libraries Council.
Connecting youth is about engaging teens
through subjects that interest them. The Learning Labs Initiative,
started in 2012, helps teens connect activities and interests that they
pursue in the library with skills that can help them at school or in a
future career.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 27

Reforma President’s Program on
climate change
Michele LeSure writes: “On Saturday, Isabel
Espinal, president of Reforma: The National
Association to Promote Library and
Information Services to Latinos and the
Spanish Speaking, and Omar Poler, from the
University of Wisconsin–Madison,
copresented the Reforma President’s Program, ‘Library Power to the
People: Facing Up to the Climate Crisis with Information and Action.’
It was cosponsored by the American Indian Library Association and
the newly formed ALA Sustainability Round Table. Espinal said the
urgency of the crisis is what prompted her to focus her presidential
program on climate change.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 28

Restrooms of Las Vegas
Amy Musser writes: “Las Vegas was definitely a
unique, if difficult city to navigate. But I won’t
soon forget the over-the-top glitz and glitter. In
fact, even the restrooms were luxurious! I
thought it would be a fun adventure to take
pictures of these sumptuously lavish (but oh-
so-necessary) rooms as I traversed the city.
Here are a few of my favorites.”...
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ALSC Blog, July 1

Go back to the Top

Awards
Goodwin, Tartt win Andrew
Carnegie Medals
ALA has awarded Donna Tartt and
Doris Kearns Goodwin the 2014
Andrew Carnegie Medals for
Excellence in Fiction and Nonfiction.
Donna Tartt’s The Goldfinch received
the medal for fiction, and Doris
Kearns Goodwin’s The Bully Pulpit
received the medal for nonfiction. The
selections were announced Saturday night at the Carnegie Awards
presentation. The awards recognize the best of the best in fiction and
nonfiction for adult readers published in the US the previous year.
Watch their acceptance speeches here, as well as Kearns praising
grassroots activism and Tartt sharing (MP4 file) how New York Public
Library staff helped her research....
Booklist, RUSA, June 28

Lemony Snicket shakes up the
President’s Program
Phil Morehart writes: “The President’s Program
at the 2014 ALA Annual Conference and
Exhibition began as a calm affair. Then
Lemony Snicket hit the stage. Daniel Handler
—better known under his pen name, Lemony
Snicket—was on hand to present the first-ever Lemony Snicket Prize
for Librarians Faced with Adversity, which honors a librarian who has
faced adversity with integrity and dignity intact. Handler transformed
the calm awards presentation into a hilarious affair as he poked fun at
award-winner Laurence Copel (left), youth outreach librarian and
founder of the Lower Ninth Ward Street Library in New Orleans.
Author Mo Willems surprised everyone when he literally jumped
onstage to join Handler in the wackiness.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 30

Pura Belpré Award celebration
Tessa Michaelson Schmidt writes: “How
wonderful to be in a full room for the
2014 Pura Belpré Celebration and Award
Ceremony at #alaac14 on Sunday! The
Octavius Room at Caesars Palace was
tranformed with colorful decorations, live music, and positive energy
for the 18th anniversary of this important award, sponsored by ALSC
and Reforma.”...
ALSC Blog, June 29

Award acceptance speeches
If you were not able to attend the Newbery Caldecott Banquet in Las
Vegas and are sad that you missed hearing the speeches, do not
despair. They are now available online....
ALSC Blog, July 1

Markus Zusak: Follow your vision
completely

http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2014/06/goldfinch-bully-pulpit-win-2014-andrew-carnegie-medals-excellence-fiction-and
http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2014/06/goldfinch-bully-pulpit-win-2014-andrew-carnegie-medals-excellence-fiction-and
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cniXmaFEJmE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=heUlOqanB9E
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/sites/americanlibrariesmagazine.org/files/Donna%20Tartt.mp4
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blog/stars-shake-president-s-program
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blog/stars-shake-president-s-program
http://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/2014/06/pura-belpre-award-ceremony/
http://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/2014/07/acceptance-speeches-for-newbery-caldecott-and-more/
http://www.ala.org/alsc/banquet/
http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia
http://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/2014/06/follow-your-vision-completely-markus-zusak-alaac14/
http://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/2014/06/follow-your-vision-completely-markus-zusak-alaac14/


AL Direct, July 3, 2013

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2014/july/070214.htm[10/8/2014 10:44:26 AM]

Amy Koester writes: “Markus Zusak (right) said
something in his Margaret A. Edwards acceptance
speech that really resonated with me: ‘Follow your
vision completely. Follow it and do not stop.’ Zusak
was speaking specifically about writers sticking to
the story they know they want to write, but I think
those words have relevance to youth services
practitioners too. When we have ideas for excellent services, we need
to follow those visions.”...
ALSC Blog, June 28

The Printz authors speak
Mariam Pera writes: “After 40 years of the Booklist Books for Youth
Forum, it was time for a transition. On Friday, Booklist and YALSA
partnered to present the Michael L. Printz Program and Reception.
YALSA President Shannon Peterson introduced this year’s Honor Books
—Eleanor and Park by Rainbow Rowell, Kingdom of Little Wounds by
Susann Cokal, Maggot Moon by Sally Gardner, and Navigating Early by
Clare Vanderpool—and the 2014 winner Midwinterblood by Marcus
Sedgwick.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 29

Will Eisner Graphic Novel Grants
ALA and the Will and Ann Eisner Family Foundation announced the
two winners of the first Will Eisner Graphic Novel Grants for Libraries
on Saturday. The grants are administered by the Games and Gaming
Round Table and the Graphic Novels and Comics in Libraries Member
Initiative Group. The Will Eisner Graphic Novel Growth Grant was
presented to Ypsilanti (Mich.) District Library, and the Will Eisner
Graphic Novel Innovation Grant was presented to Lewis and Clark
Library, Helena, Montana....
Graphic Novels and Comics Member Initiative Group, June 29

American Indian Youth Literature
Awards
Michele LeSure writes: “The American Indian
Youth Literature Awards ceremony took place
on Sunday afternoon. The awards are
presented every two years to authors whose
works ‘identify and honor the very best
writing and illustrations by and about
American Indians,’ and present American Indians ‘in the fullness of
their humanity,’ both past and present. Naomi Bishop, cochair of the
2014 AIYLA Jury as well as AILA secretary, introduced keynote
speaker Tim Tingle.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 30

Crystal Apple awarded to Marlene Woo-
Lun
AASL President Gail Dickinson has selected Marlene
Woo-Lun (right) as the recipient of the 2014 Crystal
Apple. The Crystal Apple honor is given at the
discretion of the AASL president to an individual or
group that has had a significant impact on school
library programs and students. Woo-Lun has been
involved in publishing materials to assist building level school
librarians build strong school library programs. Read about more AASL
awards....
AASL, June 28; AASL Blog, June 29
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AASL best apps and websites for teaching and
learning
AASL announced its 2014 lists of Best Apps and Best Websites for
Teaching and Learning at the ALA Annual Conference in Las Vegas.
The two lists of 25 apps and 25 internet sites provide new technology
resources and enhanced learning for school librarians and their
teacher collaborators....
AASL, June 28

AASL Beyond Words grants
Paul Robeson Malcolm X Academy in Detroit and Rowe Elementary
School in Rowe, Massachusetts, are the recipients of the 2014
catastrophic disaster relief grants offered as part of the AASL Beyond
Words Grant funded by the Dollar General Literacy Foundation. To
qualify for a $50,000 catastrophic award, eligible schools suffered a
90% or greater loss to the school library program due to a natural
disaster, fire, or terrorist act....
AASL, June 28

Friends of ALSC Institute scholarships
The Friends of ALSC have awarded scholarships to the 2014 ALSC
National Institute to Nicole Martin and Gesse Stark-Smith in efforts to
support ALSC’s goal of continuing education for children’s librarians....
ALSC, June 27

Sacramento librarian wins Pride
Award
Jessica Zaker, supervisor of the Sacramento
(Calif.) Public Library’s Arcade branch, won a
Pride Award from Sacramento Pride, an
LGBT advocacy organization, on June 24.
Zaker created and coordinated a series of
“You Belong at Your Library” events to coincide with National Library
Week in 2012. These events and the marketing campaign supporting
them were designed to let members of the GLBTQIA (Gay, Lesbian,
Bisexual, Transgender, Questioning, Intersex, and Ally) community
know that they are welcome at the library....
Sacramento Public Library, June 30

Go back to the Top

Tech
3D printing and libraries
Lindsey Halsell writes: “3D printers may be the
coolest new tech for libraries, but the complicated
relationship between interactive content and
libraries means that ALA’s Office for Intellectual
Freedom and Office for Information Technology
Policy need to set policy. In ‘3D Printers and Library
Policies,’ presented by United for Libraries on June 28, Barbara Jones,
Corinne Hill, and Charlie Wapner spoke about the present uncertainty
over how to manage legal issues related to 3D printers and how to
develop best practices for future use.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 28

The Girl Scouts of technology
Jennifer Petti writes: “Computer science is
currently the fastest-growing, highest-
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paying profession in our economy, but the
US can only fill 30% of the available jobs. With such a rich and open
field, one might assume that men and women would be flocking to
this career path equally. However, that is not the case. Enter Black
Girls Code, whose founder and CEO, Kimberly Bryant, was the
keynote speaker at the LITA President’s Program, ‘Transforming:
Systems and Technology.’”...
AL: The Scoop, June 30

Ebook strategies for librarians
and publishers
George Eberhart writes: “E-Content
Quarterly Editor Mirela Roncevic on
Sunday served as moderator for a panel
of librarians and publishers who discussed ‘Leading with Ebooks: New
Strategies for Librarians and Publishers.’ The event was sponsored by
Total BooX, an ebook provider that offers a pay-as-you-read model.
Roncevic opened the discussion by explaining the difference between
managing and leading. ‘In the past decade,’ Roncevic said, ‘libraries
and publishers have been managing ebook technology. Leading
involves creating instead of building.’”...
AL: The Scoop, June 30

Libraries as publishers
Laurie D. Borman writes: “‘Everyone’s an
author, everyone wants you to buy their
book, everyone wants you to put their book
in your collection,’ said moderator Melissa
Rice, head of adult services at Frankfort
(Ill.) Public Library District, at ‘The New
Library Imprint: Libraries and Self-Publishing’ program at ALA Annual
Conference Saturday morning. With 391,000 self-published titles
launched in 2012 alone, it is an exploding scene that libraries may
want to be a part of.”...
AL: The Scoop, June 28

Go back to the Top

In Other News
Ernie DiMattia dies
Ernie DiMattia (right), president of the the Ferguson
Library in Stamford, Connecticut, since 1976, died
June 26 of cancer at the age of 74. DiMattia led the
library for 38 years, seeing it through tremendous
change over decades, including a digital revolution,
modernization, financial woes, and a major
renovation and expansion of its branches. In 2010,
he responded to a budget crisis by increasing private fundraising
efforts and taking a pay cut to preserve services. He was currently
serving as chair of the ALA Publishing Committee....
Stamford (Conn.) Advocate, June 27

NYPL gets first funding increase in six years
The New York Public Library will receive a $4.4 million increase in city
operating funds for Fiscal Year 2015, according to the new city
budget, unveiled June 26 by Mayor Bill de Blasio. The increase—the
first for the system since Fiscal Year 2008—brings NYPL’s total city
operating budget to about $144 million. It is part of a $10 million
increase in funding to all three of the city’s library systems, including
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the Brooklyn Public Library and Queens Library....
New York Public Library, June 26

Daniel Handler backs Kansas boy
Daniel Handler (aka Lemony Snicket) is
lending his support to the 9-year-old Kansas
boy who has been told by city officials that his
Little Free Library violates a ban on
unattached buildings in front yards. The San
Francisco author of the bestselling A Series of
Unfortunate Events series said that he has
sent Spencer Collins (right) “a handful of
Snicket books—largely from my new series, All the Wrong Questions,
in which a librarian is a hero.”...
San Francisco Chronicle, June 25

Pennsylvania libraries feel funding
pressure
Pennsylvania’s public libraries endured the pain
of the funding ax in recent years, cutting back
on staff, services, new book purchases, and
hours of operation. In Washington County, the
situation is about to become more dire—one community’s library
might have to close altogether. Citizens and Chartiers-Houston
libraries, two Washington County libraries that rely on school districts
for a portion of their funding, learned in recent weeks that the
districts will eliminate their appropriations to the libraries due to
budget constraints....
Pittsburgh (Pa.) Post-Gazette, June 28

Seven surprises about libraries in
the Pew surveys
Lee Rainie writes: “The Pew Research Center’s
studies about libraries and where they fit in
the lives of their communities and patrons
have uncovered some surprising facts about
what Americans think of libraries and the way
they use them. As librarians around the world
are gathered in Las Vegas for the ALA Annual
Conference, here are findings that stand out
from our research, our typology of public library engagement and the
What kind of library user are you? quiz.”...
Pew Research Center, June 30

D.C. librarians are affordable housing advocates
Robert Samuels writes: “A  new group is joining the push for more
affordable housing: city libraries. Yes, it’s true. Public libraries, in the
District and around the country, have long been considered ‘day
shelters’ where the homeless hang out until the shelter’s open at
night, said Robin Diener, president of the Friends of the Martin Luther
King Jr. Memorial Library, near Gallery Place in downtown D.C.”...
Washington Post, June 26

Vermont State Librarian testifies in
Senate
On July 1, Vermont State Librarian Martha Reid
voiced (PDF file) the concerns of our nation’s
libraries about the importance of an open
internet at a U.S. Senate Committee on the
Judiciary field hearing. Led by Sen. Patrick
Leahy (D-Vt.) in support of network neutrality,
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the hearing “Preserving an Open Internet: Rules
to Promote Competition and Protect Main Street
Consumers” took place in Burlington, Vermont....
Office for Information Technology Policy, July 1

2014 “It Came from a Book” Teen Art
Contest
The Library As Incubator Project has announced its
third annual “It Came From a Book” Teen Art Contest.
The basics: Teens can read any book and create a
piece of art inspired by the story. The artwork can be
photography, painting, drawing, sculpture, or manga,
and the deadline is November 1. Librarians can
download this year’s poster (right) to promote the
contest with their teens....
The Library As Incubator Project, June 26

Facebook’s unethical experiment
Katy Waldman writes: “Facebook has been
experimenting on us. A new paper (PDF file) in the
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences
reveals that Facebook intentionally manipulated
the news feeds of almost 700,000 users in order
to study ‘emotional contagion through social
networks.’ The researchers, who are affiliated with
Facebook, Cornell, and the University of California–San Francisco,
tested whether reducing the number of positive messages people saw
made those people less likely to post positive content themselves. The
same went for negative messages.” And it turns out that the study
was not pre-approved by Cornell’s ethics board, and Facebook may
not have had “implied” user permission to conduct the study as
researchers previously claimed....
Slate, June 28; Washington Post, July 1

30 vintage photos of people in
libraries
Jill Harness and Rebecca O’Connell write:
“Story time duty is nothing new for
librarians, as you can see in this image on
the right, taken by Jessie Tarbox Beals in
1910. A librarian is sharing a Native
American legend about the Northern Lights
with an audience of youngsters from a nearby Jewish school. Other
images in this roundup from the Library of Congress and Getty
Images collections show librarians helping people, checking out the
books, groups of librarians, librarians posing, libraries around the
world, interiors, librarians hard at work, and students.”...
Mental Floss, June 26
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American Libraries Online

Overcoming the workplace status quo 
Katherine Farmer writes: “Many thoughts percolated in
my brain the day I started a new library position. I
considered the new technologies, theories, and trends
that I had encountered in graduate school, in journal
articles, at workshops, and at conferences. I wondered
how I could implement some of those ideas in my new
position. I wanted to make my mark and show
everyone what I was capable of accomplishing. At this
point I realized I needed to stop, take a breath, and
think before making changes at my new library.”...
American Libraries feature

Q&A with Laurie R. King
Mariam Pera writes: “Laurie R. King (right) is the
bestselling author of 23 books, known for her
detective/mystery fiction, including the Mary Russell
and Sherlock Holmes and Kate Martinelli mysteries. She
spoke June 30 at the United for Libraries Gala Author
Tea during the 2014 ALA Annual Conference and
Exhibition.”...
AL: The Scoop, July 3

In Practice: Usability testing
Meredith Farkas writes: “Whatever issues I may have had with an
unnamed discovery tool as a librarian, I always believed that it was
an easier tool for students to use than our OPAC. And then I met
Steve, a participant in an ethnographic study two colleagues and I are
conducting to better understand the research habits and needs of
returning students. Steve was so overwhelmed by the number of links
and buttons on an item record that he couldn’t even figure out how
to get to the full text of the article. That made me realize how
difficult all those options make it for the novice.”...
American Libraries column, June

 

2014 Annual
Conference and
Exhibition, Las Vegas,
June 26–July 1. Whether
or not you were there,
look back and enjoy the
highlights of 2014 Annual
Conference—the top
news, images, posts,
tweets and more, all in
one place. You can also
read summary coverage
in last week’s AL Direct.
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Walter Dean Myers dies
Beverly Goldberg writes: “Prolific and award-winning
author Walter Dean Myers (right), 76, winner of the first-
ever Michael L. Printz Award for the novel Monster, died
July 1 after a brief illness. His first published title, a
picture book called Where Does the Day Go? won the
Council on Interracial Books for Children Award in 1968.
Myers has received numerous ALA book awards,
including the Coretta Scott King Book Award in 1980, 1985, 1989,
1992, 1993, 1994, and 1998.”...
AL: The Scoop, July 3

Next on AL Live: The kid and teen-friendly library
Children and teenagers are a crucial group of patrons for any public
library. On the next episode of American Libraries Live, we’ll discuss
how we can effectively get them into the library and involved with
library programs and services. Moderated by Jennifer Velasquez,
coordinator of teen services for the San Antonio (Tex.) Public Library
System, the episode will air at 2 p.m. Eastern time on July 10....
American Libraries, July 8

Go back to the Top

ALA News

The academic library administrator’s
field guide
Bryce Nelson, an experienced administrator writing
from first-hand knowledge, delivers handy advice in
The Academic Library Administrator’s Field Guide,
published by ALA Editions. Each of its 30 topical
chapters begins with an “Assertion,” a one-sentence
summary allowing you to rapidly scan the book and
find what you need. When you’re on the job, you can
dip into this guide for ready-to-use guidance on the
full range of administrator responsibilities....
ALA Editions, July 8

Copyright for academic librarians
In Copyright for Academic Librarians and
Professionals, published by ALA Editions, seasoned
copyright expert Rebecca P. Butler turns her attention
to the unique and complex environment of higher
education. This practical guidebook will show readers
how to make informed decisions regarding the use
and availability of print, nonprint, and online
resources. Beginning with a solid grounding in the
underlying principles of copyright law, Butler then
moves on to specific applications....
ALA Editions, July 8

Applying user experience design
Every decision you make affects how people
experience your library. Useful, Usable, Desirable:
Applying User Experience Design to Your Library,
published by ALA TechSource, points the way toward
ensuring that your library is a welcoming space for
everyone. In this useful primer, user experience
librarians Aaron Schmidt and Amanda Etches identify

Libraries 
on Film

The Soul Keeper
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19 crucial touchpoints, such as the library website,
email, furniture, parking lot, events, and
newsletters....
ALA TechSource, July 7

Linked data for libraries
The creation, linking, and publishing of good quality
metadata allows library collections to be discovered,
accessed, and disseminated in a sustainable manner.
In Linked Data for Libraries, Archives, and Museums:
How to Clean, Link, and Publish your Metadata,
published by ALA Editions, metadata experts Seth van
Hooland and Ruben Verborgh introduce the core
concepts of metadata standards and Linked Data and
show how they can be applied to existing metadata....
ALA Editions, July 8

Go back to the Top

Featured review: Fiction for youth 
Holm, Jennifer L. The Fourteenth Goldfish. Aug.
2014. 208p. Grades 4–6. Random, hardcover
(978-0-375-87064-4).
It’s a little strange for 11-year-old Ellie when
her mother brings home a boy who looks to be
about 13 but dresses like Ellie’s grandfather.
But it’s a shocker when Ellie realizes that the
kid is her grandfather, a scientist who has
suddenly succeeded in reversing the aging
process. Now sleeping in their den and newly enrolled in Ellie’s
middle school, Grandpa connives with her to sneak into his old
lab and swipe what he needs to continue his research.
Meanwhile, Ellie comes to admire the grandfather she has
barely known, listens to his stories of famous scientists, and
discovers her own passion for science....

Ramona Quimby’s
cousins
Sarah Hunter writes: “There’s a

[Prendimi l’anima]
(2002, Italy / France /
UK). Marie Franquin
(Caroline Ducey) is
doing research in the
archives of the Lenin
Library in Moscow to
shed light on the
history of Carl Jung’s
psychiatric patient,
Sabina Spielrein. She
steals a diary folded
into the pages of a
French newspaper, but
Prof. Richard Fraser
(Craig Ferguson)
notices it and
confronts her outside.
They decide to team
up on the project.
Tatiana Sciankina
plays a librarian.

Soul Man (1986). C.
Thomas Howell as law
student Mark Watson
is passing for black in
the law library stacks
when he overhears two
white students making
a racist joke. This and
other scenes were
filmed in the Wheaton
College library, which
stands in for Harvard
Law School library.

Soulkeeper (2001).
When a power outage
interrupts their online

http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2014/07/linked-data-libraries-archives-and-museums
http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2014/07/linked-data-libraries-archives-and-museums
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=10978
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=10978
http://www.booklistonline.com/GeneralInfo.aspx?id=84
http://www.booklistonline.com/The-Fourteenth-Goldfish-Jennifer-L-Holm/pid=6735283
http://www.booklistonline.com/Core-Collection-Ramona-Quimby-s-Cousins/pid=6874619
http://www.booklistonline.com/Core-Collection-Ramona-Quimby-s-Cousins/pid=6874619
http://www.booklistonline.com/Core-Collection-Ramona-Quimby-s-Cousins/pid=6874619
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0349995/
http://www.ew.com/ew/gallery/0,,20483133_20440906_20873957,00.html
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0091991/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0doqFyq2WmU
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0212867/


AL Direct, July 9, 2014

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2014/july/070914-2.htm[10/8/2014 10:44:35 AM]

reason Beverly Cleary’s well-loved middle-grade series about
Ramona Quimby is still in print nearly five decades after its
debut: Ramona’s hopeful, grouchy, persistent, spunky, and
befuddled elementary-age personality is instantly recognizable
and relatable. Cleary masterfully combined realistic situations,
such as Ramona’s parents’ arguments or concerns about
money, with Ramona’s innocent misunderstandings, foot-
stomping impatience, and wide-eyed earnestness. Here is a
selection of early-middle-grade novels featuring feisty early-
elementary-age girls who, like Ramona, buck gender
stereotypes.”...

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

Go back to the Top

Division News

Information as a human right
Troy A. Swanson writes: “The discussion around ACRL’s new
Information Literacy Framework for Higher Education is quickly
growing and deepening. One area of discussion that interests me has
arisen from librarians interested in critical pedagogy and critical
information literacy (the application of critical pedagogy to information
literacy instruction). In response to the second draft, a group of
librarians has issued a call for a stronger statement within the
Framework on civic engagement and social justice.”...
Tame the Web, July 7

Go back to the Top

Awards & Grants

DCPL chosen as 2015 Arbuthnot Lecture
site
ALSC announced that the 2015 May Hill Arbuthnot
Committee has chosen the District of Columbia Public
Library as the site of the 2015 May Hill Arbuthnot
Lecture featuring author and illustrator Brian Selznick
(right). The honor lectureship will be held in spring
2015 in the Great Hall of the Martin Luther King Jr.
Memorial Library, following several months of
innovative programs sponsored by the library and numerous partners,
including the Laurent Clerc National Deaf Education Center at
Gallaudet University....
ALSC, July 8

2014 Booktrust Best Book Awards
The winners in the six categories of the inaugural
Booktrust Best Book Awards, which are chosen by
12,000 schoolchildren in the UK, were announced in
London on July 2. The winner of the Best Story Award
for 12–14-year-olds was The Fault in Our Stars by
John Green. Other winners were Peck Peck Peck by
Lucy Cousins, Timmy Failure: Mistakes Were Made by
Stephan Pastis, Diary of a Wimpy Kid by Jeff Kinney,

searching, Terrence
Christian (Kevin
Patrick Walls) and
Corey Mahoney
(Rodney Rowland) visit
a library to find the
books they need.

Soylent Green
(1973). In 2022,
Detective Thorn
(Charlton Heston)
visits a library (now
called the “Supreme
Exchange”), accessible
only by a dark corridor
and a coded knock on
the door, where the
elderly librarians are
called “books” and are
privy to top secret
oceanographic
documents. Celia
Lovsky is the library
director; the librarians
are played by Morgan
Farley, John Barclay,
Belle Mitchell, and
Cyril Delevanti.

This AL Direct feature
describes hundreds of films
(and some TV shows) in
which libraries and librarians
are featured, from 1912 to
the present. The full list is a
Web Extra associated with
The Whole Library
Handbook 5, edited by
George M. Eberhart and
published by ALA Editions.
You can browse the films on
our Libraries on Film
Pinterest board.
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Operation Ouch!: Your Brilliant Body by Doctor Chris
and Xand van Tulleken, and Little Red Riding Hood illustrated by Ed
Bryan....
Booktrust, July 2
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Libraries in the News

Virginia library closes over bat
problem
The Chilhowie (Va.) Public Library, a branch
of the Smyth-Bland Regional Library, is
closed until further notice due to a bat
problem. The town has been dealing with bats
in the library and community building for many years, but on June 24
one of the resident bats bit a 3-year-old girl who had to be treated
for rabies. Library Director Linda Dean said the bats come into the
building to roost from late May through the summer. They tend to
hang from the rafters in the former school’s gymnasium and
sometimes they drop down onto the floor and into boxes and book
racks....
Smyth County (Va.) News, July 5

Little Free Libraries now legal in
Leawood
Nine-year-old Spencer Collins put his Little Free
Library back in his front yard on July 8. The
Leawood (Kans.) City Council unanimously
approved a temporary moratorium July 7 that
exempts the little lending libraries from a city
ordinance that prohibits structures in front yards.
The moratorium will last until October 20. As soon as the moratorium
passed, Mayor Peggy Dunn called Spencer to the front of the room to
hand him a book for his library....
Kansas City (Mo.) Star, July 7

Queens Library to offer pre-K
classes
Two Queens (N.Y.) Library branches in
Woodhaven and Astoria will soon start
offering free pre-K programs, which officials
believe are the first of its kind in the US. The

Career Leads
from

Industrial Relations /
Labor Economics
Librarian, Princeton
University. Manage the
Industrial Relations
collections; provide
specialized reference
and research services
for faculty, students,
and affiliates; review
published literature and
databases in industrial
relations, labor
economics, and human
resources management;
and select materials for
collections in print and
electronic formats,
including born digital.
Oversee production of
Selected References, a
broadly distributed
bibliography focusing
on contemporary labor.
Supervise .5 FTE
support staff....

@ More jobs...

http://www.americanlibrarieslive.org/
http://www.tricities.com/news/article_24d52142-04b3-11e4-858f-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.tricities.com/news/article_24d52142-04b3-11e4-858f-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.tricities.com/news/article_24d52142-04b3-11e4-858f-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.kansascity.com/news/government-politics/article687562.html
http://www.kansascity.com/news/government-politics/article687562.html
http://www.kansascity.com/news/government-politics/article687562.html
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/queens/queens-library-offer-pre-k-classes-woodhaven-ravenswood-branches-article-1.1859414
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/queens/queens-library-offer-pre-k-classes-woodhaven-ravenswood-branches-article-1.1859414
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/queens/queens-library-offer-pre-k-classes-woodhaven-ravenswood-branches-article-1.1859414
http://ala.informz.net/ala/profile.asp?fid=1494
http://joblist.ala.org/
http://joblist.ala.org/modules/jobseeker/Industrial-RelationsLabor-Economics-Librarian---/26675.cfm
http://joblist.ala.org/modules/jobseeker/Industrial-RelationsLabor-Economics-Librarian---/26675.cfm
http://joblist.ala.org/modules/jobseeker/Industrial-RelationsLabor-Economics-Librarian---/26675.cfm
http://www.facebook.com/ALA.JobLIST
http://twitter.com/ALA_JobLIST
http://joblist.ala.org/


AL Direct, July 9, 2014

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2014/july/070914-2.htm[10/8/2014 10:44:35 AM]

recently renovated Woodhaven branch will
kick off the program with one class of 18 children when it launches in
September. The two branches were selected due to the
neighborhood’s high demand for pre-K seats....
New York Daily News, July 8

B. J. Novak goes the extra mile
for libraries
Steve Zalusky writes: “Many people might
not know about actor, standup comedian,
and author B. J. Novak’s special connection
to libraries. He revealed that connection
during his talk at the Closing Session of
the 2014 ALA Annual Conference in Las
Vegas. During the question-and-answer session, Paula Beswick,
director of the Bozeman (Mont.) Public Library Foundation, asked if he
would ever consider coming to the library’s annual Children’s Festival
of the Book for a reading. Novak said, ‘Actually, I’m going tomorrow
for the Fourth of July. So, yes.’” And he did (above), on July 6....
At Your Library, July 8

NYPL: A light in the digital dark
Jim Dwyer writes: “Joey Cabrera stands for part of
most evenings on the doorstep of the Clason’s Point
Library, near 172nd Street and Morrison Avenue in
the Bronx. There, he taps into the Wi-Fi that seeps
out of the library after it closes. He checks in on
Tumblr, Snapchat, Facebook, and plays Lost Saga, a
video game developed in Korea. Like most homes in
his part of the Bronx, Joey’s apartment has no
internet access.” Surveys by the Pew Research Center show that
access to computers and the internet are a “very important” service
for libraries to provide....
New York Times, July 8; Pew Internet Libraries, July 9

Harvard librarians become
copyright first responders
This fall the Harvard University Library will
deploy the Copyright First Responders, a
pilot program developed as a resource for
anyone at Harvard struggling with
copyright issues. The program was founded
by Kyle K. Courtney, the copyright advisor at the Office for Scholarly
Communication, who observed an increase in his caseload and had
rising concerns about copyright’s rapidly changing law and the
resulting implications for libraries and their users....
Harvard Library, July 8

Cuts hurt Miami’s successful literacy
program
Susan Vodicka writes: “When adults know how to read
and write they have the power to transform their lives.
I know firsthand about the fine program established in
1985 in the Miami-Dade (Fla.) Public Library System, Project L.E.A.D.
Since then, thousands of people have benefited. But over time, the
staff was reduced to a miniscule level. Recruitment and training fell
off, materials became scarce, and finally, a system-wide layoff
drastically reduced library operating hours.”...
Miami (Fla.) Herald, July 4

Digital Library
of the Week

The Association
Images et Mémoires
in Paris is a French-
language site that
offers a digital archive
of postcards, as well
as some photographs
and engravings, from
all over Africa,
especially francophone
countries, during the
colonial era. Founded
in 1995, the
Association seeks to
work with
anthropologists,
photographers, and
historians to make
these images, often in
repositories far from
their countries of
origin, accessible as
cultural heritage. The
images are grouped
into categories of
architecture,
transportation, people,
commerce and
schools, agriculture,
and group scenes.

Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site, Check out
our Featured Digital
Libraries Pinterest board.

Noted and
Quoted

“Reading is not
optional.”

—Theme of author Walter
Dean Myers during his tenure
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A new life for Holyoke Public
Library
Amy Sutherland writes: “As a patron
walked up the Holyoke (Mass.) Public
Library’s impressive steps, a chunk of its
limestone cornice thunked down in front of him. He carried the fallen
architectural detail to the circulation desk like a book he was
returning. After this near-miss in 2006, library director María G. Pagán
learned that the custodians had been collecting cornice pieces from
the lawn for years. The 1902 neoclassical temple to reading cried out
for preservation, but there was no way it could become a modern
library without more space.”...
Preservation, July 1

UK report: Support school libraries
A multipartisan group of members of Parliament and
peers has called for a good library in every school in
the UK in a new report, The Beating Heart of the
School, that says libraries make “a huge contribution
to young people’s educational attainment.” The call
follows a long-running campaign from authors, who
believe primary and secondary schools should be
required by law to have a library and a trained
librarian, and comes in the wake of new figures from
the Department for Culture, Media, and Sport showing a “significant
decrease” in the number of adults using a library....
The Guardian (UK), July 8

The world’s largest tennis library
John Branch writes: “About 40,000 fans crowd
onto the grounds of the All England Lawn
Tennis Club each day during the Wimbledon
Championships, but only a few each day find
their way to the Kenneth Ritchie Wimbledon
Library at the Wimbledon Lawn Tennis
Museum, which houses the sport’s greatest collection of books and
magazines. All Wimbledon-related articles printed in the many British
dailies are carefully excised from the newspapers and preserved, just
as they have been since 1927. A much larger area is devoted to
magazines, many defunct, all bound in leather volumes.”...
New York Times, July 5

Libraries take root in Bangladesh
Syed Tashfin Chowdhury writes: “A nonprofit organization in
Bangladesh is aiding in the setup and sustenance of libraries in
remote districts and villages of the country. The efforts of the Village
Library Movement, initiated in 2006, have already benefited at least
3,000 readers through nearly 30 libraries. The group is content that
most of these libraries are playing a role towards community
development, besides providing rural youth and adults with an
opportunity to read more.”...
Al Jazeera, July 7

Go back to the Top

Issues

Urban libraries getting shortchanged

as the National Ambassador
for Young People’s Literature
at the Library of Congress,
2012–2013.

“Every child growing
up in the UK should
have the chance to
learn and develop
through a good
school library. Poor
literacy skills stand
in the way of
children and young
people achieving
their potential. In an
increasingly digital
world, we need to
teach young people
how to evaluate and
understand
unprecedented
amounts of
information.”

—Graham Tope, chair of the
Libraries All Party
Parliamentary Group, The
Beating Heart of the School,
July 8. p. 3.

@ More quotes...

Calendar

Aug. 4–6:
Association of
Research Libraries
and the University of
Washington
Libraries, Library
Assessment
Conference, Seattle.
“Building Effective,
Sustainable, Practical
Assessment.”

Aug. 13–15:
Institute of Electrical
and Electronics
Engineers, 15th
International
Conference on
Information Reuse and
Integration, Sofitel
Hotel, Redwood City,
California.

Aug. 13–15:
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in E-rate funding
Brian Fung writes: “The FCC recently announced
plans to spend $1 billion a year for the next two
years on better Wi-Fi, amid a broader push to
modernize the E-rate program. Library directors
from five cities, including Seattle, Memphis, and
Hartford, have sent letters to FCC chairman Tom Wheeler this week
saying that they stand to be shortchanged if the commission moves
forward with a plan to tie the money to the square footage of their
facilities.”...
Washington Post: The Switch, July 3

A mad dash as the FCC prepares for its E-rate vote
Marijke Visser writes: “On July 7, ALA filed a joint letter with PLA, the
Association for Rural and Small Libraries, the Chief Officers of State
Library Agencies, and the Urban Libraries Council. The letter supports
the proposed E-rate order (currently behind closed doors and under
close review at the FCC in preparation for a vote on July 11). The
letter is the result of extensive thought and negotiation among the
library community and speaks to the shared vision that this E-rate
order is a critical opportunity to improve library connectivity. ALA also
filed a formula proposal, over which we have been stewing for several
months, and PLA filed in support of the ALA proposal.”...
District Dispatch, July 8

At sea in a deluge of data
Alison J. Head and John Wihbey write: “It turns out that college
students are poorly trained to effectively navigate the internet’s
indiscriminate glut of information. A Project Information Literacy
study, involving more than 8,300 undergraduates at 25 American
colleges, found that most rely on tried-and-true resources such as
course readings, library databases, Google, and Wikipedia. Only 20%
of the students said they ever sought help from librarians.”...
Chronicle of Higher Education, July 7

Net neutrality in comic form
Michael Goodwin, of Economix Comix,
writes: “You may have heard people
talking about net neutrality lately. Unlike
most things I talk about, this issue is
simple. Here are the facts. An Internet
Service Provider, or ISP, is the company
that connects you to the internet. If we think of the internet as a
road network, your ISP builds and maintains your driveway.”...
Boing Boing, July 7

Android devices can leak location
information
Peter Eckersley and Jeremy Gillula write: “Do
you own an Android device? Is it less than
three years old? If so, then when your phone’s screen is off and it’s
not connected to a Wi-Fi network, there’s a high risk that it is
broadcasting your location history to anyone within Wi-Fi range who
wants to listen. This location history comes in the form of the names
of wireless networks your phone has previously connected to, such as
homes, workplaces, churches and political offices, small businesses,
and travel destinations.”...
Electronic Frontier Foundation, July 3

Pacific Northwest
Library Association,
Annual Conference,
Great Northern Hotel,
Helena, Montana.
“Mining the Past to
Plan for the Future.”

Sept. 12:
Henry Stewart
Events, “The Art and
Practice of Managing
Digital Media,”
InterContinental
Chicago Magnificent
Mile.

Sept. 17–19:
Open Access
Scholarly Publishers
Association,
Conference on Open
Access Scholarly
Publishing, UNESCO
Headquarters, Paris.

Sept. 30–
Oct. 3:
Australian Society of
Archivists / Archives
and Records
Association of New
Zealand, Joint Annual
Conference,
Christchurch, New
Zealand. “Connecting:
Past, Present, and
Future.”

Oct. 16–18:
American Printing
History Association,
Annual Conference,
San Francisco Center
for the Book.

Oct. 20–26:
International Open
Access Week.

Oct. 27–28:
Conservation Center
for Art and Historic
Artifacts, Conference,
Philadelphia. “Meant to
Last? Preserving the
Modern and
Contemporary.”
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60 articles retracted in peer review
and citation ring
Sage Publishers has retracted 60 articles from the
Journal of Vibration and Control after an
investigation revealed a “peer review and citation
ring” involving a professor in Taiwan. Jonathan
Rochkind comments: “This is a good reminder that a
critical approach to scholarly literature doesn’t end
with Beall’s list, and maybe doesn’t even begin
there. I still think academic librarians should
consider it part of their mission to teach students (and faculty) about
current issues in trustworthiness of scholarly literature, and to
approach ‘peer review’ critically.”...
Retraction Watch, July 8; Bibliographic Wilderness, July 9

The right to be forgotten is already broken
Phil Bradley writes: “The law that couldn’t work (requiring Google to
comply with European Union privacy laws) is already fundamentally
flawed. I’ve previously written about the insanity of being forgotten in
a previous blog entry, and the results, now that we’re seeing them in
action, are even more laughable than I was expecting. The short
version is: It doesn’t work. Here is the longer version.”...
Phil Bradley’s Weblog, June 13, July 3

Librarians and censorship
Sandy Bradley writes: “The story I relate is
from a simpler time, when computers were not
part of daily life, and the library had only books
and a few videos. I was the children’s librarian
of a medium-sized public library, and I had
already had a few experiences with censorship.
I was feeling pretty confident until a patron brought up a picture book
and told me that it was dangerous for children to have it on our
shelves. The book was titled The Steamroller: A Fantasy, written by
Margaret Wise Brown and illustrated by Evaline Ness.”...
Boing Boing, July 2

Go back to the Top

Tech Talk

Robotics for the rest of us
Jaina Lewis writes: “With the advent of the maker
movement, teen programming has become more about
HOMAGO than lesson plans. This led me to do
something last winter that I never, ever thought I’d do:
I started a Robotics Club with no knowledge of robotics.
If I can do it, so can you. Here are my thoughts. Lego
Mindstorms kits are a great way to offer beginner
robotics.”...
YALSAblog, July 7

Will the maker movement infiltrate
mainstream classrooms?
Katrina Schwartz writes: “Dale Dougherty, editor
of Maker Magazine, is hopeful that events like the
June 18 White House Maker Faire will help
catalyze a movement that accepts maker-style,
self-directed learning in schools. He sees a lot of
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interest in affluent communities, but a lot less
involvement in low-income areas. Incorporating the maker movement
into public schools would help reach all students, perhaps sparking a
lifelong interest in kids who might not otherwise be exposed.”...
KQED Mind/Shift, July 2

Mini Maker Faire at Kent State
University
Laura Damon-Moore writes: “Maker culture
continues to be integrated into the everyday
workings of public, school, and academic libraries. Many libraries
around the world are hosting Maker Faires in conjunction with
community partners, and we’re thrilled to present one example of a
Mini Maker Faire at Kent State University Libraries that took place this
spring.”...
Library As Incubator Project, July 8

Free Microsoft ebooks
Eric Ligman writes: “Given how much my readers
enjoy free resources from Microsoft, I am sharing
another post this year with over 130 more free
ebooks, step-by-steps, and resource guides for your
enjoyment. Plus I’m also including links to the free
ebooks I’ve shared in the past so you have all of
them here in one single post, making this my single
largest collection ever (almost 300 total).”...
MSDN Blogs, July 7

Go back to the Top

E-Content

The second phase of technological
disruption
James LaRue writes: “I’ve been thinking about
a book called Why Nations Fail, by Daron
Acemoğlu and James Robinson. To
(over)summarize, the coauthors say that
nations fail because they resist, and try to
stifle, the disruption that follows technological breakthroughs. Digital
publishing is a case of technological disruption. Its challenge to the
gatekeeper of a traditional publisher is now clear. Can’t get your book
published? Do it yourself, and do it a whale of a lot faster.”...
AL: E-Content, July 3

Amazon makes an offer to Hachette authors
Amazon has an offer for authors at the book publisher Hachette,
which is embroiled in a fight with the internet retailer over ebook
prices: Amazon will restore the authors’ books to its website and give
writers 100% of the sales price from digital sales of their books. Both
Amazon and Hachette would forego all revenue and profit from the
sale of every ebook until an agreement is reached. Best-selling
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Hachette author Scott Turow called Amazon’s offer “little more than a
publicity stunt.”...
Washington Post: The Switch, July 8

A debate over Amazon.com at NYPL
Hillel Italie writes: “As Amazon and Hachette Book
Group remain in a standoff over revenues from ebook
sales, with the online retailer restricting access to
books by Hachette authors, literary agent Tina Bennett
moderated an often passionate 90-minute exchange
among author James Patterson (right) and five other
speakers at the New York Public Library on July 1.
‘Amazon: Business As Usual?’ included publisher Morgan Entrekin,
author and net neutrality advocate Tim Wu, political theorist Danielle
Allen, and attorney and founder of the music download service
EMusic.com, Bob Kohn.” Watch the video (1:31:59)....
Associated Press, July 3

The rise in digital pricing
Michael Kelley writes: “Library pricing is once again in the news, this
time for ebooks, after a recent decision by at least 17 commercial and
university press publishers to increase ebook fees for academic
libraries and consortia. One library consortium, the Boston Library
Consortium, went so far as to label the increases an ‘experiment in
predatory pricing.’ The publishers, however, counter that the
increased fees are simply a response to market realities.”...
Publishers Weekly, July 4

DCL ebook report, July
James LaRue writes: “Read the Douglas County (Colo.) Libraries
Ebook Report for July (PDF file). What interests me this month is that
we have a book (Meredith Wild’s Hardline) that doesn’t seem to be
available in any readily obtainable format to libraries. It’s part of a
series (the Hacker series, number 3), and might be categorized as
erotica. For a while, it wasn’t even available through iTunes, although
Wild’s website now advertises the ebook through most consumer
channels.”...
AL: E-Content, July 7

Tag and release
Trevor Owens writes: “Archives and museums are often focused on
acquiring, preserving, and making accessible rare or unique
documents, records, objects, and artifacts. While someone might take
a photo of an object, or reproduce it in any number of ways, the real
object would reside in the institution. How does this perspective shift
when we switch to working with rare and unique born-digital
materials?”...
The Signal: Digital Preservation, July 8

Go back to the Top

Books & Reading

Harry Potter’s Diagon Alley opens
in Orlando
The new Diagon Alley section of The Wizarding
World of Harry Potter sponsored a media
preview in the Universal Studios Florida theme
park in Orlando on June 18, and Stand-Up
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Librarian Meredith Myers was there to report
on the festivities: “If you are a die-hard Harry
Potter fan, you are going to lose your mind faster than getting hit
with a Memory Charm as you take your first steps into Diagon Alley
when the land officially opens July 8.” Check out her videos of Red
Carpet interviews, tours of the park and concessions, and a ride on
the Hogwarts Express....
Tampa Bay (Fla.) Creative Loafing, July 2; StandUpLibrarian, July 3

London’s book benches
Dianna Dilworth writes: “How to Train Your
Dragon by Cressida Cowell and Through the
Looking Glass by Lewis Carroll are among
the books that have been given a new life in
London this summer. The UK National
Literacy Trust has developed a public art
project, Books About Town, that
commemorates 50 books in an new and innovative way: as public
benches. Artists have been asked to adapt famous books into benches
which have been placed throughout the city.”...
GalleyCat, July 8

Gamification of Summer
Reading
Jami Schwarzwalder writes: “Games often
provide an opportunity to have fun, learn
new things, simulate real life, and explore
things only dreamed of before. Whether
playing a board game, role playing game, or a video game, players
are challenged to overcome obstacles and use strategy to solve
problems and meet goals. In classrooms, teachers are using game
elements more and more to encourage practice, assess mastery, or
explore new concepts with students, while keeping lessons interactive
and engaging.”...
YALSAblog, July 2

YA lit gone country
Jennifer Rummel writes: “I love the twang of country
music, the songs about trucks, independence, and
falling in love. I think I fell in love with country music
because most of the songs seem to tell a story, and
being a bookish nerd, I loved that. July 4 was National
Country Music Day, and in celebration I’ve created a list
of YA books featuring country music.”...
YALSA The Hub, July 7

Tactile picture books
Kari Paul writes: “Researchers at the
University of Colorado have created a new
project that can convert standard picture
books into 3D-printed pages, letting children
with visual impairments follow the raised
illustrations by touch as the stories are read
aloud. Tom Yeh (right), the assistant professor
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in the university’s Department of Computer Science who directed the
project, said the goal of the Tactile Picture Books Project is to use
computer science to better people’s lives.”...
Mashable, July 3

Fold, flap, peek, pull, pop
The J. Willard Marriott Library at the
University of Utah has a digital exhibit,
curated by Luise Poulton, of movable
books from the Renaissance onward:
“For at least a millennia, bookmakers
have been cutting, folding, and
manipulating papyrus, parchment, paper,
and other material to enhance the three-dimensionality of the book.
Today’s complex movable books require hundreds of individual
handwork procedures in order to create folds, flaps, peek-holes, pull-
tabs, pop-ups, and other marvels of paper-engineering.”...
Marriott Library

World Book Night is shutting down
World Book Night US is shutting down after three
years of distributing free books across the country.
The volunteer-run organization is shuttering due to
lack of funding. Executive Director Carl Lennertz said
the program’s expenses are too high to sustain
without additional funding. World Book Night UK, a
separate organization that also hands out free books in April, will not
be affected by this change....
GalleyCat, July 2

Go back to the Top

Tips & Ideas

Skype-a-Docent
Lauren DeNisco writes: “The Fairfield (Conn.)
Public Library’s Skype-a-Docent: Museum
Tours (PDF file) brings the enriching
experience of viewing and learning about art
to seniors who otherwise could not get to
the museums. Every month the library drops
off either an iPad or a laptop at a regional
museum. Then, at appointed times, the docent at the museum Skypes
a video phone call to one of four Fairfield locations for a one-hour
tour. The four locations include two nursing homes, an independent
senior housing facility, and the library at a time when seniors are able
to come. The docent and the tour group are able to ask and answer
each other’s questions.”...
PLA Library Technology Buzz, July 2

How to edit your Twitter and
Facebook history
“Quitting is harder than you might think,”
reports Molly Wood, as she explains that
finding the link to quit Facebook is rather
difficult, and even then, the actual deletion
takes up to 90 days. In this video (3:10),
Wood walks us through some easy ways to clean up old Facebook
and Twitter posts, change privacy settings, download all posts (a very
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handy feature even if you don’t want to delete anything), and leave
the services.”...
Mental Floss, July 6; New York Times, July 2

Email alerts that are useful
Amit Agarwal writes: “You have been using
Google Alerts for keeping track of anything new
and interesting online on your topics of interest, but did you know
that there exists a plethora of other email alert services that are
again very useful and do not cost a penny? Let me just dive right
in.”...
Digital Inspiration, July 7

Google Maps update lets you calculate distances
Robert Sorokanich writes: “Ever try measuring the straight-line
distance between two points on Google Maps? You had to hold some
object or appendage up to the little scale, then eyeball-measure the
distance on your screen. No more—a new update puts the task a
right-click away, in either the New or Classic version.”...
Gizmodo, July 9; Google Maps Help

The future of braille
Deputy Librarian of Congress Robert J. Dizard Jr. released a report on
July 4 exploring issues related to braille, the literacy tool that makes
independence possible for people who cannot see to read regular
print, at the National Federation of the Blind national convention in
Orlando, Florida. The Future of Braille: NLS Braille Summit
Presentations and Outcomes details the proceedings of a conference
held by the National Library Service for the Blind and Physically
Handicapped in partnership with the Perkins School for the Blind in
Watertown, Massachusetts, June 19–22, 2013....
Library of Congress, July 4

Worldwide Day of Play competition
Cable-television network Nickelodeon has
launched a new contest for children aged 7–12
to tell why their city should be picked for the
Worldwide Day of Play. Each contest entry must
include a description of what you like to do
when you play and why the Nick Worldwide Day of Play should come
to your town in September. The deadline is July 27. Kids must have
the permission of a parent or guardian to participate....
Worldwide Day of Play

Geography games for kids and
adults
Richard Byrne writes: “After last week’s post
about Google’s new geography game, Smarty Pins, I received a
couple of requests for geography games that have a little more focus
than the random nature of Smarty Pins. Here are some of the more
popular geography games that I have reviewed and used with my
own students over the years.”...
Free Technology for Teachers, July 3, 6

Concerts and dances in the library
Catherine M. Brown writes: “As we seek to
diversify academic library cultural offerings, as
our public librarian colleagues do, having
concerts and dances opens the library up to the
community in an intriguingly different way and
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enhances the curriculum by offering a new
venue for students to perform in and for their
audiences. Here are some examples of the types
of collaboration that have taken place, the benefits to our students as
well as to ourselves, and some how-to’s.”...
College and Research Libraries News 75 (July): 387–391

The Vonnegut Library’s approach to
censorship
Julia Whitehead writes: “Banned Books Week is
the best week of the year at the Kurt Vonnegut
Memorial Library in Indianapolis. We get more
new visitors than any other time during the
year. People love our shenanigans. For example,
each year, we have an individual living in the
library’s front window surrounded by a wall of banned books (above).
This person sleeps on a cot for a week as a ‘prisoner’ to raise
awareness of works of literature, particularly our beloved
Slaughterhouse Five, banned in schools around this country.”...
Programming Librarian, July 8

Building a solid genealogy library
Michael Hait writes: “Researchers in all areas tend to
pride themselves on their libraries. Genealogists
work in fairly specific areas—usually either
geographically or ethnically based—and their libraries
tend to reflect these specialties. While I prefer good
old-fashioned paper books, a current library will also
contain ebooks. Every researcher’s personal library
will be different, but a solid library should almost
always contain these five types of works.”...
Planting the Seeds, June 30

The surf’s up in rare books
Julia Blakely writes: “While cataloging Polynesian
Researches during a Residence of Nearly Eight
Years in the Society and Sandwich Islands by
William Ellis (London, 1831–1833), I was
intrigued by the title page vignette (right) in the
fourth volume of the set. Depicted in this little
engraved scene is a group of surfers riding a break on narrow planks.
Wondering if it was an early representation of the sport, I naturally
turned to Google, where a search turned up the information that it is
often cited as the first illustration of surfing, at least in the Western
Hemisphere.”...
Smithsonian Libraries Unbound, July 2

The age of erasable books
Shawn Martin writes: “In the 19th century, an
Italian priest named Angelo Mai made a career of
rediscovering palimpsests from the Middle Ages and
inspired many others after him. Though Mai was
not the first person to discover a palimpsest, he
was the first to uncover a large number of them
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and the first to study them seriously. Today, the
palimpsest as a format has taken on a new
meaning. Palimpsests are now characterized by duality—the
hidden/erased text and the exposed/overwritten text. By recovering
what had been erased, scholars are revealing something that was
meant to be deleted.”...
The Atlantic, July 9

A drone’s-eye view of the
NYPL book sorter
“Flying Around Book Ops” (1:50) by
photographer Nate Bolt features drone
footage of the massive book sorting
center in Queens, New York, that
provides material for the 150 branches of
the New York and Brooklyn Public Libraries. The machine highlighted
is the second largest in the world, sorting 33,000 items a day on
average, including books, DVDs, and other media. It was shot on a
Phantom 2 with 3-axis gimbal and a GoPro Hero3, and it is set to the
song “The Stick” by Ted Leo and Pharmacists....
Laughing Squid, July 9; Vimeo, July 8

Kirby Heyborne’s Librarian Rap
Song
Jen Rubins writes: “Award-winning
audiobook narrator Kirby Heyborne‘s
performance of his original song, ‘Ain’t
Nobody Change the World Like a Librarian’
(2:41), on June 30 at the 2014 Odyssey
Awards will surely go down in ALA Annual Conference history as one
of the best surprise moments experienced by a crowd of librarians. By
the time the rap ended, the Twittersphere was bursting with love for
Heyborne and audiobooks, with one librarian proclaiming, ‘Ok folks, if
you are not at the #odyssey awards, you are really losing out.’”...
Books on Tape, July 7; YouTube, July 7

Go back to the Top

American Libraries Magazine, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago, IL 60611
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American Libraries Online

Extremism @ the library
Maria R. Traska writes: “Bring up the subject
of extremist literature and hate propaganda,
and the first mental image most people are
likely to have is of waves of protesters, livid
Holocaust deniers, and the ACLU defending
free speech. Curating such material takes a
special brand of fortitude. Maintaining
collections to allow scholarship on these topics without providing free
publicity to precisely the wrong element can be a tricky thing.”...
American Libraries feature

A passion for coding
Christopher Harris writes: “Technology is
eating the world. Like a hungry dragon seeking out new villages to
pillage, the tech world continues to find new markets to disrupt. And,
like some mythical beast of apocalyptic proportions, technology is just
as unstoppable. Good? Evil? Technology is code and that is all that
matters. Some use it for good, and some for not so good. The point
is that many others are out there using it. Where are libraries?”...
AL: E-Content, July 11
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ALA News

ALA, public libraries to measure
internet speeds
ALA and the Information Policy and Access
Center at the University of Maryland College
Park will gauge the quality of public access to the internet in our
nation’s public libraries this summer. The speed-test study is a
supplement to a three-year National Leadership Grant to the ALA

 

2014 Annual
Conference and
Exhibition, Las Vegas,
June 26–July 1. Look back
at the 2014 ALA Annual
Conference, enjoyed by
18,626 attendees and
exhibitors. Enjoy
American Libraries
coverage. Get the
Cognotes highlights.
Looking for handouts?
See you in 2015! Bundle
registration opens on
September 9.
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Office for Research and Statistics from the Institute of Museum and
Library Services. This new data collection effort will seek responses
from a sample of about 1,000 libraries. Public libraries can log on to
the speed test at the Digital Inclusion Survey....
Office for Information Technology Policy, July 9; District Dispatch, July 15

Net neutrality principles
On July 10, ALA, the Association of Research Libraries, and other
higher education organizations representing thousands of colleges,
universities, and libraries nationwide released a joint set of Net
Neutrality Principles (PDF file) that they recommend as forming the
basis of an upcoming FCC decision to protect the openness of the
internet. The groups believe network neutrality protections are
essential to protecting freedom of speech, educational achievement,
and economic growth....
ALA Washington Office, July 10

COA accreditation actions
The Committee on Accreditation announced its accreditation decisions
at the ALA Annual Conference in Las Vegas. Continued accreditation
status was granted to programs at University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill, University of Oklahoma, San José State University, and
University of Texas at Austin....
Office for Accreditation, July 15

Living Stories, Living Libraries
Margaret Kavaras writes: “A lot has
happened in my first month as a Google
Policy Fellow at the ALA Washington Office,
where I am formally launching a digital
storytelling project called Living Stories,
Living Libraries. This Tumblr blog relies on
photo-documentary submissions to capture
the diverse stories of people using libraries. It gives individuals a
place to share how libraries have impacted their lives, hear from
others, connect ideas, and tell their own stories.”...
District Dispatch, July 15

New Jersey libraries and
literacy assistance
Three New Jersey libraries are teaming
up for results in the area of community
engagement. Through an American
Dream Starts @ your library grant
provided by ALA and the Dollar General
Literacy Foundation, three Essex County libraries (Bloomfield,
Montclair, and South Orange) have established a partnership to
provide literacy assistance to all county residents. Watch the video
(11:52)....
Office for Literacy and Outreach Services, July 15

Nominating Committee seeks candidates
The ALA 2015 Nominating Committee reminds all interested ALA

Libraries 
on Film

Somewhere in Time
(1980). Christopher
Reeve as Richard
Collier falls in love with
an actress in a 1912
photograph. He goes
to the Mackinac Island
(Mich.) Public Library
to research the
actress, Elise
McKenna. A librarian
(Noreen Walker)
reluctantly brings out
some theater
magazines from the
back room.
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members that the deadline for completing the candidate biographical
form is quickly approaching. The form will close on August 15. The
committee is soliciting nominees to run on the 2015 spring ballot for
the offices of ALA president-elect and 33 councilor-at-large seats....
Office of ALA Governance, July 10

Zoia Horn dies at 96
Zoia Horn (right), who was chair of the ALA
Intellectual Freedom Committee in the mid-1970s and
who spent 20 days in jail rather than testify in a trial
involving anti–Vietnam War activists, died July 12 at
the age of 96. Horn’s autobiography, Zoia!, is
available online via Archive.org, and includes a
copious accounting of her activism. The California
Library Association’s annual intellectual freedom award
is named in her honor....
OIF Blog, July 15; San Francisco Chronicle, July 15

The path to a carbon-neutral library
Ecology, Economy, Equity: The Path to a Carbon-
Neutral Library, published by ALA Editions,
convincingly argues that building a carbon-neutral
future for libraries is not only essential but eminently
practical. Using the “three E’s” of sustainability
(ecology, economy, equity) as a foundation, Mandy
Henk traces the development of sustainability from its
origins in the 1970s to the present, laying out a path
librarians can take at their own institutions to begin
the process of building a carbon-neutral library....
ALA Editions, July 15

Preserving complex digital objects
Preserving Complex Digital Objects, published by Facet
Publishing, is a groundbreaking edited collection
exploring the challenges of preserving complex digital
objects such as simulations, visualizations, digital art,
and video games. Edited by Janet Delve and David
Anderson, the book draws on the outputs of the JISC-
funded Preservation of Complex Objects (POCOS)
symposia and brings together stakeholder perspectives
from across the preservation community....
ALA Publishing, July 15
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Featured review: Adult fiction 
Kunstler, James Howard. A History of the
Future. Aug. 2014. 352p. Atlantic Monthly,

Sons & Lovers (2003,
UK, made for TV).
Karen Henthorn plays
a librarian in this D. H.
Lawrence adaptation.

Sons of Anarchy
(December 1, 2009,
TV series), “Na
Trioblóidi.” In the
Stockton State Prison
library, Kurt Sutter as
Big Otto Delaney takes
his revenge on David
J. Wright as Squirrel
for gouging his eye
out.

Sophie’s Choice
(1982). Meryl Streep
as Sophie
Zawistowska, a Polish
immigrant, seeks a
book by the American
poet Emily Dickinson,
but she mispronounces
it “Emil Dickens.” A
prissy, surly male New
York librarian played
by John Rothman
assumes the role of
poster child for worst
reference interview
and tells her to go to
the card catalog, even
though she won’t find
anything. “Charles
Dickens was an
English writer,” he

https://www.directvote.net/alanomination/2015users.html
https://www.directvote.net/alanomination/2015users.html
http://www.oif.ala.org/oif/?p=5081
http://www.sfgate.com/nation/article/Zoia-Horn-1st-U-S-librarian-jailed-over-alleged-5624023.php?cmpid=hp-hc-nationworld
https://archive.org/details/zoiamemoirsofzoi00horn
http://www.cla-net.org/?118
http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2014/07/path-carbon-neutral-library
http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2014/07/path-carbon-neutral-library
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=10972
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=10972
http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2014/07/preserving-complex-digital-objects
http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2014/07/preserving-complex-digital-objects
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=10751
http://www.booklistonline.com/GeneralInfo.aspx?id=80
http://www.booklistonline.com/A-History-of-the-Future-James-Howard-Kunstler/pid=6793891
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j5_NrKwmqaU
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0350143/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nWAc-Se84fU
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1303558/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wKN-Ic4rfqM
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0084707/


AL Direct, July 16, 2014

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2014/july/071614-2.htm[10/8/2014 10:44:45 AM]

hardcover (978-0-8021-2252-0).
Kunstler’s post-economic-collapse and
postdigital A World Made by Hand series
continues with increasing literary finesse in the
third installment, following The Witch of
Hebron (2010). In the slowly recovering
upstate New York town of Union Grove, people
relearn old skills as they produce their own food and libations,
make music, restore old buildings, and use candles and wood-
burning stoves and horses and mules. Kunstler, who overtly
articulates his post-oil vision in his nonfiction (Too Much
Magic, 2013), revels in this back-to-basics way of life,
particularly as practiced by Andrew, formerly a “dandy” in New
York publishing and a painter....

Life after the Apocalypse
Donna Seaman writes: “When the
titular first book in Kunstler’s A
World Made by Hand series
appeared six years ago, Booklist just so happened to take
stock of literary postapocalyptic novels in a core collection,
“Before and After The Road,” by Keir Graff, which was linked
to Cormac McCarthy’s Top of the List and Pulitzer Prize–
winning novel. Now, as Kunstler’s third, and, so far, finest
installment in his ongoing speculative saga appears, we take,
admittedly, rather morbid pleasure in presenting a new
selection of the best of recent post-oil, post-grid, post–
financial collapse, post-pandemic tales by exceptional fiction
writers.”...

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
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Division News

ALSC’s Junior Maker Spaces
ALSC and Lego Systems are working together
to bring Junior Maker Spaces to libraries across
the country. This project will focus on giving
children ages 4–6 spaces to make and create in
their local libraries. Beginning in August,
librarians can download a free digital toolkit
with information and inspiration to host Junior
Maker Sessions. In addition, 750+ libraries nationwide will receive a
physical toolkit to host ongoing Junior Maker sessions in children’s
reading areas. Watch the video (1:34)....
ALSC, July 15; YouTube, June 17

AASL’s new mission statement and strategic plan
AASL challenges leaders in all fields to bring about an evolution in
student learning with its adoption of a new mission statement and
strategic plan. During the 2014 ALA Annual Conference in Las Vegas,
its board of directors unanimously voted to approve the mission

oozes. “There is no
American poet by the
name of Dickens.”
Sophie is so taken
aback by his deskside
manner that she
faints.

This AL Direct feature
describes hundreds of films
(and some TV shows) in
which libraries and librarians
are featured, from 1912 to
the present. The full list is a
Web Extra associated with
The Whole Library
Handbook 5, edited by
George M. Eberhart and
published by ALA Editions.
You can browse the films on
our Libraries on Film
Pinterest board.

Career Leads
from

Studio Librarian,
University of
Tennessee,
Chattanooga. As part of
UTC’s all-new
forthcoming library, the
Studio serves as a
creation space that will
support multimedia
design and related
emerging technologies.
The librarian in this
position will plan,
develop, and implement
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statement: “The American Association of School Librarians empowers
leaders to transform teaching and learning.” The mission statement
will push the division to achieve its strategic plan in three critical
areas....
AASL, July 15

Attention, intention, and value
Kevin Smith writes: “How should we understand the value of
academic publications? That was the question addressed at the ALA
Annual Conference in Las Vegas during the SPARC/ACRL Forum. One
useful part of this conversation was a distinction drawn between
different types of value that can be assigned to academic
publications. Attention can be measured in many ways. Attention
measures are far better than what we have had in the past and what
we are still offered by toll publishers. But in an open environment we
can strive to measure intention as well as attention.”...
Scholarly Communications @ Duke, July 14

Improve your nonfiction circulation
Looking for a way to improve customer service,
access, and findability for your patrons? Register for
the live, hour-long webinar, “Dewey 2.0:
Reinvigorating Your Nonfiction Collections,” on July
23 and learn how Mary Rzepczynski, assistant library
director at the Delta Township (Mich.) District
Library, led her library in a charge to expand the Dewey for nonfiction
collections. The registration deadline is July 29....
PLA, July 14

Go back to the Top

Awards & Grants

2014 ALCTS Presidential Citation
OCLC Research has been awarded the ALCTS
Presidential Citation for outstanding service to the
division. The organization won for its report,
Understanding the Collective Collection: Towards a
System-wide Perspective on Library Print Collections,
which was cited as a rigorous analysis that will help
librarians make informed and intelligent decisions on
shared-print collections. Coauthors Lorcan Dempsey
and Constance Maipas accepted the award at the ALA Annual
Conference in Las Vegas....
OCLC, July 11

2014 Major Benefactor Citation
United for Libraries, in conjunction with the
Orange County (Fla.) Library System,
honored Kendrick B. Melrose with its Major
Benefactor Citation for his significant
contribution to the creation of the Dorothy
Lumley Melrose Center for Technology,
Innovation, and Creativity (right), a high-
tech hub that opened at the Orlando Public Library in February 2014.
The donation was the largest single private gift in the library’s
history....
United for Libraries, July 14

service initiatives to
enhance the Studio as
a learning environment
and guide patrons in
the use of Studio and
library resources....

@ More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week

Amsterdam’s
Rijksmuseum offers a
an extremely elegant,
slick interface
(Rijksstudio) to browse
its vast collection,
ranging through
everything from Dutch
Old Masters to 19th-
century Japanese
paintings. The grid-
based system shows
interactive, zoomable
images of iconic
paintings, furniture,
and sculpture that can
also be liked, saved,
and shared on
Facebook and Twitter.
These range from
Vermeer classics to
Van Gogh self-
portraits, flowers, and
still-lifes. Users can
create their own
collections, curating
and organizing the
artwork into new
combinations.
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United for Libraries Baker & Taylor
Awards
Three groups have been recognized with United for
Libraries’ Baker & Taylor Awards for outstanding
efforts to support their library. This year’s winners
are Friends of the Weber County (Utah) Library
(right), Friends of the Peoria (Ariz.) Public Library,
and the Danville (Ill.) Library Foundation. Each group
receives $1,000 and a clock from Baker & Taylor to honor their
achievements....
United for Libraries, July 15

LIRT Librarian Recognition Award
The Library Instruction Round Table awarded its first
ever Librarian Recognition Award at the ALA Annual
Conference on June 29 to Kenneth Burhanna (right),
associate professor and assistant dean for engagement
and outreach at Kent State University Libraries. The
Librarian Recognition Award was created to recognize
an individual’s contribution to the development, advancement, and
support of information literacy and instruction....
Office for Human Resource Development and Recruitment, July 14

LIRT Innovation in Instruction Award
The Library Instruction Round Table awarded its
inaugural Innovation in Instruction Award at the
ALA Annual Conference on June 29 to Cannon
Memorial Library, Saint Leo (Fla.) University. The
library was cited for its innovative take on the
traditional new-student orientation library
scavenger hunt, developing a multistage program based around a
“Mission Impossible” theme that involved saving Fritz, the university
mascot....
Office for Human Resource Development and Recruitment, July 14

IMLS awards for early learning activities
The Institute of Museum and Library Services announced three new
awards to engage libraries and museums as key partners in
comprehensive early learning strategies. Three separate awards
totaling $771,854 will be awarded to the Georgia Public Library
Service, OCLC, and the BUILD Initiative. These new investments
follow up on recommendations made in Growing Young Minds: How
Museums and Libraries Create Lifelong Learners (PDF file), a 2013
policy report that called upon policymakers, schools, funders, and
parents to make full use of these vital, existing community
resources....
Institute of Museum and Library Services, July 11

Apply for 21st-century librarian grants
The Institute of Museum and Library Services is accepting applications
for the 2015 Laura Bush 21st Century Librarian Program now through
September 15. The program supports grants for recruiting and
educating library students, continuing education for those already in
the profession, research, and new programs that build institutional
capacity....
Institute of Museum and Library Services, July 15

2014 Mark T. Banner Award
Lawyer, author, and copyright consultant Kenneth D.
Crews (right) has been awarded a Mark T. Banner

Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site, Check out
our Featured Digital
Libraries Pinterest board.

Noted and
Quoted

“When we elected
Ronald Reagan and
the conservatives
decided that they
would decide not
just what their
children would read
but what all children
would read, it went
crazy. My feeling in
the beginning was
wait, this is America:
We don’t have
censorship, we have,
you know, freedom
to read, freedom to
write, freedom of the
press, we don’t do
this, we don’t ban
books. But then they
did.”

—Author Judy Blume on
censorship in the US, The
Guardian (UK), July 11.

@ More quotes...

Calendar

July 25:
Cross Timbers
Library Collaborative
Conference, J. Erik
Jonsson Central
Library, Dallas, Texas.

Aug. 1:
Indiana University
Libraries
Information Literacy
Colloquium, Indiana
University, South
Bend. “Metaliteracy:
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Award by the American Bar Association’s Section of
Intellectual Property Law. The award is presented to
an individual who has made an impact on intellectual
property law and practice. His most recent book,
Copyright Law for Librarians and Educators (3rd
edition, ALA, 2012), was cited as an insightful source for
understanding and applying copyright law....
ABA Section of Intellectual Property Law

James Dawson named 2014 Queen of
Teen
James Dawson (right), the author of the young adult
novels Cruel Summer, Hollow Pike, and Say Her Name,
has been named the 2014 Queen of Teen. The Queen of
Teen Award was set up in the UK in 2008 to honor
writers of teen fiction. The shortlisted authors are
nominated by YA readers, who then vote for an overall
winner. This year marks the first time a male author has been named
the winner....
The Telegraph (UK), July 11

2014 Branford Boase Award
YA novel Infinite Sky by C. J. Flood (Simon &
Schuster) was announced as the winner of the 2014
Branford Boase Award in London on July 10. The
prize, worth £1,000 (US $1,700), is awarded
annually for an outstanding debut novel for children
and is unique in also honoring the editor of the
winning title, in this case Venetia Gosling. Infinite
Sky is a thought-provoking story about the
friendship between Iris, a girl who lives on a farm,
and Trick, a boy from a community of Irish Travelers who sets up
camp next door....
BBC News, July 10

Wales Book of the Year 2014
Poet Owen Sheers won the Wales Book of the Year
award for the second time in 10 years July 10 for his
work Pink Mist. Sheers’s verse drama tells the story of
three young soldiers from Bristol deployed to
Afghanistan. The book draws on interviews with soldiers
and their families, as well as the medieval Welsh poem
Y Gododdin, and is the first extended verse dealing with
Afghanistan....
Cardiff (UK) Western Mail, July 10

2014 Prometheus Awards
The Libertarian Futurist Society has announced its
Prometheus Award winners for 2014. There was a tie
for Best Novel: The winners are Homeland (Tor Books)
by Cory Doctorow, and Nexus (Angry Robot Books) by
Ramez Naam. The Best Classic Fiction winner is Falling
Free, Lois McMaster Bujold’s 1988 novel that explores
free will, self-ownership, and human genetic
engineering. The awards recognize outstanding works
of science fiction and fantasy that stress the
importance of liberty as the foundation for civilization, peace,

Seeking Connections
and Challenging
Traditions.”

Aug. 4:
Lifelong Information
Literacy Conference,
JSerra Catholic High
School, San Juan
Capistrano, California.
“Transitions: High
School to College.”

Aug. 14–15:
Florida State
University Libraries
and the Panhandle
Library Access
Network, The
Innovation Conference,
Florida State
University, Panama
City.

Aug. 16–22:
IFLA World Library
and Information
Congress, Lyon,
France.

Sept. 15–19:
Australian Library
and Information
Association, Annual
Conference, Pullman
Albert Park Hotel,
Melbourne. “Together
We Are Stronger.”

Sept. 22–23:
Great Lakes E-
Summit, Maumee Bay
Lodge and Conference
Center, Oregon, Ohio.
“Delivering Information
vs. Collection Building.”

Sept. 28–30:
International Library
Symposium, The
Southport School, Gold
Coast, Queensland,
Australia. “Embracing
New Landscapes.”
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prosperity, progress, and justice....
Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers of America, July 14

2014 Caine Prize for African Writing
Kenya’s Okwiri Oduor has won the 2014 Caine Prize
for African Writing. Oduor won for her short story
“My Father’s Head,” published in Feast, Famine, and
Potluck: Short Story Day Africa (Modjaji Books),
which includes stories from writers across Africa. The
story explores the narrator’s difficulty in dealing with
the loss of her father, and explores themes of
memory, loss, and loneliness. She was awarded the
£10,000 ($17,140 US) prize July 14 at a dinner at
the Bodleian Library in Oxford....
The Bookseller, July 15

Go back to the Top

Libraries in the News

Miami-Dade libraries avoid
draconian cuts
Commissioners voted 8–5 late on July 15
to slightly raise the property-tax rate
ceiling to avert layoffs at the Miami–Dade
County (Fla.) Library. The commission
adjusted the ceiling so that they could
eventually authorize $8 million more than the $44 million Mayor
Carlos Gimenez proposed, bringing the library budget to $52 million.
That’s more than the $50 million the library had this year, but far less
than the $64 million advocates wanted. Many blue-shirted library
supporters appeared for a public comment session that lasted 3 hours
and 15 minutes. Gimenez has until July 25 to decide whether to veto
the commission’s decision....
Miami Herald, July 16; WPLG-TV, Miami, July 16; Every Library blog, July 16

The miseducation of Cape Henlopen
School Board
Several Cape Henlopen (Del.) School Board members
indicated a willingness to reconsider their June vote to
remove The Miseducation of Cameron Post by Emily M.
Danforth from a freshman summer reading list. It had
cited foul language, not sexual orientation, as the
reason for its action. At a July 10 meeting where
librarians and a parent criticized the board for its
decision, Margery Kirby Cyr, chair of the Delaware
Library Association’s Intellectual Freedom Committee, urged board
members to follow the written policy on challenges (PDF file). The
ALA Office for Intellectual Freedom (PDF file) and the author also sent
letters of concern. A local bookstore is giving away a free copy of the
book to any teen who asks for it....
New Castle (Del.) News Journal, July 10–11; Huffington Post Blog, July 7; Lewes (Del.)
Cape Gazette, July 11

Sept. 29:
National Federation
of Advanced
Information
Services, Humanities
Roundtable, Graduate
Center of the City
University of New York,
New York City. “Digital
Humanities and Digital
Publishing: Insights
and Opportunities.”

Sept. 29–
Oct. 3:
Australian Society of
Archivists / Archives
and Records
Association of New
Zealand, Joint Annual
Conference,
Christchurch, New
Zealand.

Oct. 1–3:
Georgia Council of
Media Organizations,
Annual Conference,
Augusta. “Transforming
Our Libraries: Master
the Possibilities in
Augusta.”

Oct. 17:
The Conference for
Entrepreneurial
Librarians, Z. Smith
Reynolds Library,
Wake Forest
University, Winston-
Salem, North Carolina.
“Take Risks, Embrace
Change.”

Nov. 6–7:
Freedman Center for
Digital Scholarship
Colloquium:
Pedagogy and
Practices, Kelvin
Smith Library, Case
Western Reserve
University, Cleveland,
Ohio.

Nov. 14–16:
Boston International
Antiquarian Book
Fair, Hynes
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Looking for Alaska under attack in
Wisconsin
A parent in Waukesha, Wisconsin, has decided that
John Green’s Looking for Alaska is not a book her
high school daughter should read. She has also
decided it isn’t fit for any student in the district, so
she filed a complaint against the acclaimed and
popular novel. Parent Ellen Cox wants the book
banned for sexual content. The Waukesha school
district appears to be following a formal review
process in considering Cox’s complaint....
Comic Book Legal Defense Fund, July 11; WISN-TV, Milwaukee, July 11

Teens stay green in Cupertino
Creating a thriving garden is now one of the
many learning resources for teens at the
Cupertino (Calif.) Library. For just over a year,
the library courtyard has been home to a
garden that is entirely maintained and cared
for by teens from local schools. To date, the
Green Teen Volunteer Garden program has
seen more than 30 teens work together to grow tasty organic
vegetables that are delivered to the West Valley Community Services
food pantry....
San José (Calif.) Mercury-News, July 9

San Diego County librarians get
mohawks
The Vista Branch of the San Diego County
(Calif.) Library set out in 2013 to break a new
record—one million checkouts in one year. To
gain momentum for their book-loving crusade,
Library Director José Aponte and five other male
library staffers promised to cut their hair into
mohawks if the goal was met—and it was. Aponte and his staff threw
a party for their Vista community on July 11 as they got their new
coiffures. Watch the video (3:06)....
KNSD-TV, San Diego, Calif., July 13; YouTube, July 13

Hartford’s summer feeding
program
A unique partnership between Hartford
(Conn.) Public Library, End Hunger
Connecticut!, and Hartford Public Schools is
helping to keep many of the city’s children fed
throughout the summer months. The library is
serving a free, healthy lunch to kids at all 10
branches, every weekday through August 15. Sen. Chris Murphy (D-
Conn.) visited the Barbour branch on July 11 and helped serve
sandwiches, fruit, and cookies to about a dozen children. Murphy is
one of the legislators who supports the bipartisan Summer Meals Act
of 2014....
Connecticut Public Radio, July 12

Brookline Library holds Retro
Technology Fair
Nothing puts your age in perspective quite like
being in a room full of obsolete technology, some

Convention Center,
Boston.

Feb. 13:
Online Northwest,
Conference, CH2M Hill
Alumni Center, Oregon
State University,
Corvallis. Deadline for
proposals: Oct. 17.

@ More...
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American Libraries
Direct

AL Direct is a free electronic
newsletter emailed every
Wednesday to personal
members of the American
Library Association.

George M. Eberhart,
Editor:
geberhart@ala.org

Beverly Goldberg,
Senior Editor:
bgoldberg@ala.org

Phil Morehart,
Associate Editor:
pmorehart@ala.org

Mariam Pera,
Associate Editor:
mpera@ala.org

Sanhita SinhaRoy,
Managing Editor,
American Libraries: 
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of which is barely over 10 years old. Robin
Brenner, teen librarian at the Brookline (Mass.)
Public Library, put together a Retro Technology
Fair on July 7 that included old and new
technology from the library staff. A 1982
computer called the Franklin Ace 1000, a competitor for Apple that
didn’t last very long, was available for people to use (above), as well
as a television hooked up to a Nintendo GameCube....
Brookline (Mass.) Tab, July 9

Singapore libraries to pulp Tango
State-run libraries in Singapore have deemed
a children’s book about two male penguins
raising a baby chick inappropriate and will
destroy all copies following complaints the
content was against local family values.
Information Minister Yaacob Ibrahim supports
the decision to pulp all copies of And Tango
Makes Three by Justin Richardson and Peter Parnell, as well as The
White Swan Express: A Story about Adoption and Who’s in My Family:
All About Our Families by Robie Harris, which portrays nontraditional
families. Other books have apparently been pulled as well. Nearly
5,000 people have signed an open letter and a petition calling for the
books to be put back. The decision also prompted a July 13 reading
of the books on the steps outside the National Library. Watch the
video (13:46)....
The Guardian (UK), July 12; National Library Board of Singapore, July 8; Straits Times
(Singapore), July 10; Wall Street Journal, July 13; YouTube, July 13

UK authors, librarians demand action on
school libraries
Children’s laureate Malorie Blackman (right), poets
Roger McGough and Michael Rosen, former poet
laureate Andrew Motion, and biographer Michael
Holroyd are among scores of authors, illustrators, and
librarians who are pressing the UK government to take
“urgent” action to make sure all schools have a good
library....
The Guardian (UK), July 15
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FCC extends net neutrality comments
deadline
Federal Communications Commission Press
Secretary Kim Hart issued the following statement
on July 15: “We have seen an overwhelming surge
in traffic on our website that is making it difficult
for many people to file comments through our
Electronic Comment Filing System. Be assured that
the commission is aware of these issues and is
committed to making sure that everyone trying to
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submit comments will have their views entered into the record.
Accordingly, we are extending the comment deadline until midnight
on July 18.” The 18-year-old FCC system crashed on July 15 from all
the last-minute commenters....
District Dispatch, July 15; FCC, July 15; Ars Technica, July 15

Last-minute net neutrality and e-rate amendments
Some House members will try to add an amendment to H.R. 5016,
the Financial Services and General Government Appropriations Act, to
block funding of FCC network neutrality rules. H.R. 5016 is the bill
that keeps funding the government and whose failure to pass can
shut it down. The White House has already said it opposed the
existing FCC budget cuts and threatened a veto of a bill it says
politicized the budget process. ALA has learned that a second
amendment that would have affected the FCC’s efforts at E-rate
reform did not go forward, thanks to widespread opposition from the
library and school community. A third amendment that limits
municipal broadband was also submitted....
Multichannel News, July 15; District Dispatch, July 14

E-rate modernization: Back to work
Marijke Visser writes: “On July 11, the Federal Communications
Commission voted 3–2 along party lines to move forward on the next
phase of the E-rate modernization. The resulting E-rate Report and
Order, not yet publicly released, will focus on making Wi-Fi support
available to more libraries and schools, streamlining the application
and administration of the program, and ensuring that the program is
cost-effective and efficient. In the final weeks before the vote, ALA
invested significant time to convince them to address library issues in
the draft order.” The ALA Washington Office has a roundup of relevant
news articles for advocates....
District Dispatch, July 15–16; FCC, July 11; Office for Information Technology Policy, July
11

Workforce Investment and
Opportunity Act
On July 9, the US House of Representatives
passed the Workforce Investment and
Opportunity Act, H.R. 803 (PDF file), in a
bipartisan vote 415–6. The passage of the bill comes after the Senate
passed the legislation on a 95–3 vote on June 25. ALA thanked Sen.
Jack Reed (D-R.I.) and Rep. Rush Holt (D-N.J.) for their long-time
efforts to include libraries in this legislation. Public libraries will now
have access to federal funding for job training and job search
programs....
ALA Office of Government Relations, July 10; Opportunity Nation, July 9

The library: Not a Netflix for books
Kelly Jensen writes: “If there’s one phrase I dislike more than the
latest company touting itself as the ‘Netflix for books,’ it’s when the
retort is that such a thing already exists and it’s called the library.
The library is not a Netflix for books. While there are plenty of
reasons a company would want to create something as successful as
Netflix but for books, the comparison made to how libraries already
fulfill this role is a false one at best. It’s a reductive and problematic
comparison.”...
Book Riot, July 15
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Tech Talk

17 Skype tips
Eric Griffith writes: “Everyone knows what
it means to skype—it’s the modern verb
for internet phone calls and video
conferencing, all on the cheap. Making a
call can be as easy as a double-click on a
name in your contacts list, but Skype can
do much more than that. And that’s where these tips can help.
Whether you’re talking Skype-to-phone, video chatting, texting,
looking for Wi-Fi, having meetings, or need a record of all your calls,
Skype can handle it. But you may need some help, and these tips will
guide you through.”...
PC Magazine, July 14

The best services for sending
large files
Amit Agarwal writes: “If you have to share
a large file with someone over the internet, there are generally two
options. You can either put the file in an email message as an
attachment or, if the file is too big to fit inside email, you can upload
it to a file hosting service and then share the download links with the
recipient. Web email services like Gmail and Outlook allow you to
send files up to 25 MB in size. For sending even bigger files, you can
use a file-splitting utility like HJ-Split.”...
Digital Inspiration, July 11

10 tools for productive
telecommuting
Christopher Null writes: “Working in the
home office environment is different from
working at work. While your employer has
probably set you up with a phone and
laptop, VPN access, and whatever software
you need to actually get your job done, they might not have thought
through how exactly you’re supposed to keep in touch with
coworkers, collaborate on projects, and steer clear of distractions.
Here are 10 apps, programs, and web services that can help to fill in
the gaps.”...
PC World, July 16

Clean your hard drive in 10 minutes or
less
Dann Albright writes: “Cleaning your hard drive is
about as much fun as it sounds, but what if you
could make a real difference in as little as 10
minutes? We love productivity tips, but it’s also important to try to
figure out what’s hampering productivity in the first place. Having a
disorganized, chaotic hard drive can be one of the reasons. Spend 10
minutes once or twice a day for the next week cleaning your hard
drive, and your computer will be a much less stressful place.”...
MakeUseOf, July 15

How to install, remove, and
manage fonts
Chris Hoffman writes: “Whether you want to
use a new font in Word or just change your
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operating system’s system font to give it a
different look, you’ll first have to install the
font on your operating system. The
installation process makes the font available to all programs on your
operating system. Most applications don’t allow you to simply load a
font file and use it—they provide a list of installed fonts for you to
choose from.”...
How-To Geek, Sept. 21, 2010; Feb. 17, July 15

Hackers and LED light bulbs
Dan Goodin writes: “In the latest
cautionary tale involving the so-called
Internet of Things, white-hat hackers
have devised an attack against
network-connected light bulbs that exposes Wi-Fi passwords to
anyone in proximity to one of the LED devices. The attack works
against LIFX smart light bulbs, which can be turned on and off and
adjusted using iOS- and Android-based devices. LIFX has updated its
firmware after researchers discovered a weakness that allowed
hackers within about 30 meters to obtain the passwords used to
secure the network.”...
Ars Technica, July 7

Cat facial-recognition technology
Jill Duffy writes: “What does the internet love
more than anything else? Cats. And what
technology have cats been lacking all these
years? A comprehensive facial-recognition system
and feeder that can monitor how much food and
water the cats are consuming, and know when
other kittehs in the household are stealing
sustenance from one another.”...
PC Magazine, July 15
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E-Content

Amazon calls baloney
James LaRue writes: “Maybe it’s because I’ve been
rereading classic Daniel Pinkwater novels (namely,
The Snarkout Boys and the Avocado of Death and
The Snarkout Boys and the Baconburg Horror) but
Amazon’s latest stunner of a response to stalled
negotiations with Hachette reads like a young adult
comedy. Here’s the setup. Amazon was pushing Hachette to cut
prices on ebooks. When Hachette didn’t agree, Amazon liquidated
ready inventory and made it more difficult to preorder Hachette titles.
In other words, Amazon reduced Hachette to Least Favored Status as
a vendor.”...
AL: E-Content, June 4, July 10

Amazon tests Kindle Unlimited
Laura Hazard Owen writes: “Amazon is
testing an ebook and audiobook
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subscription service called Kindle Unlimited
that offers ‘unlimited access to over
600,000 titles and thousands of audiobooks
on any device for just $9.99 a month.’
Amazon’s service, which has been rumored
for a couple of months, would compete with existing ebook
subscription services Scribd and Oyster. One page, no longer active
and titled ‘KU Test,’ showed 638,416 available titles that you could
browse through.”...
GigaOM, July 16

Dispatches from the Field: E-content
and first sale
Joseph Sanchez (right) writes: “Three pressing
questions about e-content face the profession: How
much content will be exclusively available
electronically, how quickly is that developing, and—
especially for public librarians—how will it affect
budgets? Currently, the first-sale doctrine does not
apply to e-content, an enviable position for copyright holders.
Librarians have naively believed for years that publishers were more
or less willing partners, rather than recognizing that the first-sale
doctrine is the foundation of our practice and services.”...
American Libraries column, June

Mass digitization and the HathiTrust decision
Carrie Russell writes: “Jonathan Band, legal counsel for the Library
Copyright Alliance (of which ALA is a member), prepared a document
(PDF file) detailing how the June 10 HathiTrust decision affects
libraries interested in mass digitization projects. The document
primarily focuses on academic libraries, but there are nuggets for any
nonprofit library conducting mass digitization.”...
District Dispatch, July 10

Princeton Legacy Library (PDF file) 
Princeton University Press introduced the Princeton
Legacy Library, its newly digitized out-of-print
backlist, on July 14. The PLL makes Princeton’s
backlist titles available digitally through Ingram
Content Group in both print-on-demand editions and
as ebooks for libraries and scholarly institutions
through leading library aggregators. Books included in
the first installment of 1,200 titles cover the years
from approximately 1980 to 2000. When completed in
2016, the program will include more than 3,000 titles....
Princeton University Press, July 14

A typical look at the camera room 
Lindsay Elgin writes: “Since I often concentrate on
more involved or difficult setups, I thought it might
be good to take a look at a setup that we are most
likely to encounter at Brown University Library’s
Digital Production Services on a day-to-day basis.
This image shows an album of watercolors depicting
the uniforms of European soldiers from 1791 to
1808. This is our basic reprographic setup: Our
digital back is mounted on a specialized lens; and
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two softboxes (only one pictured) are positioned at the same angle to,
and equidistant from, the shooting platform.”...
Curio, July 11
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Books & Reading

50 cult novels worth reading
Emily Temple writes: “Just what is a cult novel? Well,
like so many literary terms, the edges blur whenever
you try to look right at them, but in the end, you sort
of know one when you read one. Cult novels often come
from the fringes, they often represent countercultural
perspectives, they often experiment with form. Any
book with a squadron of rabid fans swearing that it
changed their lives quickly seems cultish. This list
contains 50 of the most notable.”...
Mental Floss, July 9

Read the book before the movie (or
show)
Tara Kehoe writes: “Young adult and adult novels
make it to the big (and little) screen fairly often
these days. So, just how smug should you feel when
you have already read the book? There is no easy
answer, so to tackle this issue I have broken down
the tie-ins into categories: the book series made
into a show, the stand-alone adaptation, movie
adaptations of mega-seller series, and forthcoming
and rumor mill titles.”...
YALSA The Hub, July 10

20 autobiographical novels
Amanda Nelson writes: “Even when authors are taking
us to the most fantastical places populated with the
most fantastical characters, there’s still the chance
that they’re spinning their tales based on people
they’ve known, places they’ve been, and experiences
they’ve had. Sometimes, those novels are thinly veiled
autobiographies, with altered names and hair colors to
protect (or not, depending on the author’s mood) the
innocent. We’ve teamed up with Biographile to bring
you 20 of the most interesting autobiographical novels. Check out our
10 picks here, then view their selections.”...
Book Riot, July 16; Biographile, July 16

Vacation destination books
Carly Pansulla writes: “Sometimes I like my books to
feel like an extension of the atmosphere I’m
experiencing, rather than an escape from it, especially
if I’m lucky enough to be on vacation. Sometimes I
want to read all about other people having the same
disruption to routine that vacations bring, living
outside of their regular schedules. And sometimes I
just want to savor the season as much as possible—
sun, sand, water, just-picked fruits and veggies—and
celebrate the many incarnations of a summer vacation with the
following vacation-themed reading.”...
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YALSA The Hub, July 15

Librarians in science fiction
and fantasy
Stubby the Rocket writes: “Chances are
the Doctor won’t be showing up at your
local library anytime soon—unless, of
course, you have an infestation of Vashta
Nerada (in which case, don’t forget to
count the shadows!). But whether in
fantasy or science fiction, there a number of amazing fictional libraries
we’d love to visit, especially to meet up with the guardians of the
stacks.”...
Tor blog, July 14
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Tips & Ideas

Get ready now for Banned Books
Week
Cosette Ratliff writes: “Each year, from the start
of Banned Books Week (September 21–27 in
2014) through the 50 hours (seven days) that
the library is open, there is someone at the
Alameda (Calif.) Free Library reading out loud
from a banned book. Everyone reads for at least
30 minutes and may sign up to read multiple
times per day and multiple days during the week. However, it takes
serious up-front preparation and daily monitoring. If you want to start
a BBW Marathon at your library, here are some things to put on your
to-do list.”....
Programming Librarian, July 15

The Wikipedia Library Project
Merrilee Proffitt writes: “For some time now I’ve been
involved with the Wikipedia Library Project. You can find
out about more about the project on Wikipedia, but I’ll
also break it down for you here. The project was started
by an active Wikipedian, Jake Orlowitz, who wanted to
solve a big problem: Although those who edit Wikipedia
always strive to use the best sources in their citations,
they don’t always have access to those sources.”...
hangingtogether.org, July 14

Speaking their language
Katie Salo writes: “Several months ago, I wrote a post
titled ‘Engaging Parents after Storytime,’ which was all
about how to encourage parents to do activities
together at home that would reinforce storytime and
early literacy skills. A couple of commenters
mentioned that they thought the article might address
how to talk to parents or caregivers. I’ve spent a lot of time thinking
about that question and am prepared to offer some tips from a non-
parent perspective.”...
ALSC Blog, Nov. 15, 2013; July 16

“Mostly Lost” at the Library of
Congress
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Steve Zalusky writes: “On July 17–19, I and
several other film buffs will have a chance to
live out our desert-island fantasies by
attending an event called ‘Mostly Lost’ at the
Library of Congress Packard Campus for Audio
Visual Conservation, a state-of-the-art facility
funded as a gift to the nation by the Packard Humanities Institute. We
will be watching silent and early sound films that have been
unidentified, underidentified, or misidentified, and trying to identify
them—or at least some of the actors, locations, car models, and
production companies involved.”...
At Your Library, July 15

LC and ABA collaborate on Magna
Carta exhibit
The Library of Congress—which opens its on-site
exhibition “Magna Carta: Muse and Mentor” in
November—is joining the American Bar Association
in commemorating the 800th anniversary of the
great charter by collaborating on a facsimile
traveling exhibit, which will be launched August 8 at
the ABA Annual Meeting in Boston. For the next
several years, the ABA exhibition, “Magna Carta:
Enduring Legacy 1215–2015,” will travel to public buildings such as
courthouses, law schools, universities, and public libraries....
Library of Congress, July 1, 16

The New Yorker: A temporary window
The New Yorker has announced that it will be releasing
its online archives dating back to 2007 for a three-
month period in an effort to reboot its online presence.
As of July 21, the magazine’s articles, old and new, will
be available for free online in an effort to attract new
readers before introducing a new paywall system.
Under the new system, the magazine will no longer
offer a portion of its content online for free....
The Daily Dot, July 15

Medieval bookmarks
Jenneka Janzen writes: “Bookmarks have an
interesting medieval past. Medieval bookmarks
tended to be less decorative, but über practical.
There are essentially three types of bookmark, most
of them extant from the 12th century onwards and
usually found in liturgical books (as the Mass
celebrant had to locate various readings in several
different books depending on the day): fore-edge,
register, and found-object bookmarks.”...
medievalfragments, July 11

First book printed in English
sells for $1 million+
Hannah Keyser writes: “Le Recueil des
Histoires de Troye, a 1464 work by Raoul
Lefèvre, tells a chivalrized version of the
history of the city of Troy. The Greek
heroes, Hercules and Jason, are recast as
ideal knights and founders of the
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Burgundian dynasty. It was translated by William Caxton into English
soon after it was written and found popularity under its new title, The
Recuyell of the Histories of Troye. But these days, it is best known for
its place in the literary tradition as the first book ever printed in
English, and it just sold for over one million dollars.”...
Mental Floss, July 15

The end of nested Boolean
searches?
Aaron Tay writes: “In library school, I was
taught the concept of nested Boolean
searches. In the first few years of my
librarianship career, I taught such searches
in class without thinking much of it. It feels so logical, so elegant, it
had to be a good thing, right? Then I began studying and working on
web scale discovery services, and the first doubts began to appear. I
also started noticing that when I did my own research I rarely even
did such structured searches.”...
Musings about Librarianship, July 14

The dangers of public computers
Josephine Wolff writes: “I still fear public
computers, a terror that was only reinforced
by a July 10 advisory about keyloggers on
hotel business center machines. The advisory
warned of cases in which people who had
registered at hotels with stolen credit cards downloaded keylogging
software onto the computers in the hotels’ business centers. The
software would then capture every keystroke entered on those public
machines—including the usernames and passwords entered by hotel
guests, as well as the content of any emails or documents they wrote
on those machines.”...
Slate, July 15; Krebs on Security, July 14

Go back to the Top
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American Libraries Online

Viva Las Vegas, again
Relive the 2014 ALA Annual Conference and
Exhibition in the July/August issue of American
Libraries. We recap all of the action, from talks by
Lois Lowry and Stan Lee (right) to Council meetings
and new technologies featured in the exhibit hall.
Other articles include a look at how school librarians
are reasserting their value, a conversation with
Iranian writer Azar Nafisi, and a discussion on how
libraries are being used as citizenship resources....
American Libraries, July 23

Metadata for image collections
Eddie Woodward writes: “Many libraries are
eagerly digitizing their materials and making
them accessible online. This enthusiasm often
stems from patrons, who are excited to make
use of the resources on the internet, or from
administrators, who are intent on elevating
the library’s public profile. But the push for
digitization often puts pressure on library
staff to make digital objects available before they have been properly
prepared. This can turn into a numbers game in which the quantity of
the images becomes more important than the quality of the
descriptive metadata attached to them.”...
American Libraries feature

The kid- and teen-friendly library
Mariam Pera writes: “The July 10 episode of
American Libraries Live, ‘The Kid- and Teen-
Friendly Library,’ featured a discussion on
getting children and youth involved with the
library and library services. Jennifer
Velasquez moderated a panel consisting of
Amy J. Alessio, Lana Adlawan, Heather Booth (above), and Amanda

 

2014 Annual
Conference and
Exhibition, Las Vegas,
June 26–July 1. Look back
at the 2014 ALA Annual
Conference, enjoyed by
18,626 attendees and
exhibitors. Enjoy
American Libraries
coverage. Get the
Cognotes highlights.
Looking for handouts?
See you in 2015! Bundle
registration opens on
September 9.
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Foulk, who shared their insights on the topic....
American Libraries Live

Building a pipeline to education
in Azerbaijan
Leonard Kniffel writes: “There is money in
Azerbaijan and plenty of it. Petroleum
wealth mostly. How has all this oil wealth
affected the nation’s libraries? Opened in
2013, the state-of-the-art library on the
campus of Azerbaijan Diplomatic Academy
University, is a prime example of the country’s emerging emphasis on
investment in education for international business. The library’s book
holdings have already shot up to 40,000, and plenty of shelf space is
available for more material.”...
American Libraries feature

Go back to the Top

ALA News

Public Innovators Lab for
Libraries
ALA and the Harwood Institute for Public
Innovation will host an intensive three-day training opportunity to
help libraries strengthen their role as agents of positive change in
their communities. The Public Innovators Lab for Libraries will be held
October 8–10 at the Loudermilk Convention Center in Atlanta.
Librarians, community partners, and stakeholders in libraries of all
types can register online by September 30....
Public Programs Office, July 22

The Turning Outward approach
Libraries Transforming Communities, an ALA initiative,
seeks to strengthen librarians’ roles as core
community leaders and change agents by sharing
tools to help them turn outward, an approach
developed by the Harwood Institute for Public
Innovation. Alice Knapp (right), director of user
services at the Ferguson Library in Stamford,
Connecticut, attended a Harwood Public Innovators Lab in October
2013. Here, Knapp tells ALA about her library’s experience with
turning outward....
Programming Librarian, July 17

2014 Digital Inclusion Survey
Nearly 100% of America’s public libraries offer
workforce development training programs,
online job resources, and technology skills
training, according to a new ALA study. Overall, libraries report
technology improvements—including nearly ubiquitous public Wi-Fi,

Libraries 
on Film

Somewhere in
Between (2005,
short). Adapted from
Paul Gitschner’s short
play The Diary Library,
this is the story of
Dawn (Franceska
Lynne), a confused
young woman who
wanders into a
strange, cluttered
library. She meets Lib
(Erica Engelhardt), a
quirky librarian
charged with collecting
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growing mobile resources, and a leap in ebook access—but ALA’s
2014 Digital Inclusion Survey also documents digital differences
among states and an urban/rural divide....
Office for Information Technology Policy, July 22

Obama signs workforce act
President Barack Obama signed on July 22 the Workforce Innovation
and Opportunity Act, a bill that will open access to federal funding
support to public libraries for effective job training and job search
programs. ALA President Courtney Young applauded the presidential
signing and released a statement about the bill....
Office of Government Relations, July 22

A library lens on network neutrality
On July 18, ALA urged the Federal Communications Commission to
adopt the legally enforceable network neutrality rules necessary to
fulfill library missions and serve communities nationwide. The
Association joined 10 other national higher education and library
organizations in filing joint public comments (PDF file) with the FCC.
The comments build on network neutrality principles released July 10
and suggest ways to strengthen the FCC’s proposed rules (released
May 15) to preserve an open internet....
Office for Information Technology Policy, July 18; District Dispatch, July 10

Tom Wheeler on libraries and the
E-rate
Marijke Visser writes: “During the ALA Annual
Conference in Las Vegas, the ALA Washington
Office secured a video from the chairman of
the Federal Communications Commission, Tom
Wheeler (right). We are pleased to share four
clips from the video (as well as a full transcript, PDF file) for use in
your own advocacy work on the importance of high-capacity
broadband and the E-rate program for your libraries and the
communities you serve.”...
District Dispatch, July 17

Host a First Folio
The Public Programs Office, in collaboration
with the Folger Shakespeare Library and
Cincinnati Museum Center, is accepting
applications for the traveling exhibition
“Shakespeare and His First Folio.” The
application deadline is September 5. The
exhibition—part of the celebration of the
400th anniversary of William Shakespeare’s death—will bring the
1623 original edition of the playwright’s first published collection to
53 sites: one site in all 50 United States, the District of Columbia,
Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands....
Public Programs Office, July 22; Washington Post, July 8

Information governance and security
Written by Alan MacLennan, Information Governance
and Assurance: Reducing Risk, Promoting Policy,
published by Facet Publishing and available through
the ALA Store, is a comprehensive textbook that
discusses the legal, organizational, and ethical aspects
of information governance and information security
and their relevance to all aspects of information work.

and filing the diaries
of all the library’s
previous visitors.

22 Jump Street
(2014). Jonah Hill and
Channing Tatum as
undercover cops
Schmidt and Jenko
fake having sex in a
university library to
hide the fact they are
eavesdropping on drug
dealers in the adjacent
aisle.

Two Lives [Zwei
Leben] (2012,
Germany / Norway).
Juliane Köhler as
Katrine Myrdal visits
an archives in former
East Germany in 1990
to verify the name of
a nurse who had
worked at a Nazi
Lebensborn orphanage
for kidnapped children.

VAmL (2009). Several
scenes take place
inside a public library
in this independent
vampire film.

This AL Direct feature
describes hundreds of films
(and some TV shows) in
which libraries and librarians
are featured, from 1912 to
the present. The full list is a
Web Extra associated with
The Whole Library
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This book will equip practitioners and students alike to
implement good information governance practice in
real-world situations....
ALA Publishing, July 21

Letting go of legacy services
Just as important as proposing and adding new
services is the sometimes unpleasant process of
critically examining existing realities and letting go of
obsolete or less useful programs. Libraries can choose
a measured, proactive response. Edited by Mary
Evangeliste and Katherine Furlong, Letting Go of
Legacy Services: Library Case Studies, published by
ALA Editions, contributors take readers step by step
through approaches they’ve used at their own
institutions....
ALA Editions, July 21

Customer-based collection development
Edited by Karl Bridges, Customer-Based Collection
Development: An Overview, published by ALA
Editions, gathers together the best practitioners in the
emerging field of customer-based collection
development, whose goal is to find out what library
users need and want and manage collections
accordingly. Speaking from firsthand experience,
professionals from a variety of academic and public
libraries offer strategies for planning and
implementing a customer-based collection program....
ALA Editions, July 22

Go back to the Top

Featured review: Business 
Madrick, Jeff. Seven Bad ideas: How
Mainstream Economists Have Damaged America
and the World. Oct. 2014. 272p. Knopf,
hardcover (978-0-307-96118-1).
The very fact that so few economists saw the
2008 economic collapse coming indicates how

Handbook 5, edited by
George M. Eberhart and
published by ALA Editions.
You can browse the films on
our Libraries on Film
Pinterest board.

Career Leads
from

Access Management
and Political
Collections Archivist,
Arkansas State
University, Jonesboro.
The Dean B. Ellis
Library is seeking an
energetic and proactive
Archivist who enjoys a
challenging, innovative
and change-oriented
environment. Reporting
to the University
Archivist, the Access
Management and
Political Collections
Archivist will be
responsible for duties
including management
of the archives’ digital
initiatives,
CONTENTdm,
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out of touch they were (and are) with economic
realities. Enamored with the idea that
capitalism is self-correcting, they failed to heed
ample warnings of severe imbalances and risky behavior
caused by lack of regulation of the financial markets. Financial
journalist Madrick draws on the works of several well-regarded
economists, including John Maynard Keynes and Milton
Friedman, as well as philosopher-economist John Stuart Mills
and others to examine the shortcomings of contemporary
economics....

Top 10 business books,
2014
Brad Hooper writes: “Business
touches us all, whether you are
actively engaged in sales, marketing, investing, or starting a
business. Just buying groceries involves you in business. The
diversity of the business world is reflected in our choices for
the best business books reviewed in Booklist between July
2013 and May 15, 2014.”...

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

Go back to the Top

Division News

New public library data available
The Public Library Data Service (PLDS) FY2013
data is now available with a special section on outcome measures.
This valuable data from more than 1,100 North American libraries can
be exclusively accessed and customized through the online data portal
PLAmetrics. PLDS captures valuable data (voluntarily submitted
annually) on staffing, operating finances, output measures,
interlibrary loans, and technology provisions from public libraries....
PLA, July 22

Technology trainer online course
The interactive online course, “The Accidental Public Library
Technology Trainer,” is coming live to a computer near you,
September 8–October 3. This four-week blended-learning program
presented by PLA is designed for public library professionals who have
unexpectedly found themselves responsible for technology training of
users or staff at their library. The deadline to register for this course
is September 5....
PLA, July 22

School librarians and Senior/Capstone Projects
AASL has released a new position statement on the role of the school
librarian in Senior/Capstone Projects. These projects are research-

ArchivesSpace, and
born-digital collection
material. The archivist
will also coordinate
repository processing
priorities, supervise and
participate in arranging
and describing
congressional,
gubernatorial and other
political collections....

@ More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week

Charles Darwin’s
Beagle Library is an
electronic, full-text
reconstruction of the
nearly 400 books that
accompanied the
voyage of the Beagle
(1831–1836), one of
the most important
scientific expeditions in
history. The online
Beagle library consists
of over 195,000 pages
containing more than
5,000 illustrations. The

http://www.booklistonline.com/Top-10-Business-Books/pid=6878249
http://www.booklistonline.com/Top-10-Business-Books/pid=6878249
http://www.booklistonline.com/Top-10-Business-Books/pid=6878249
http://www.booklistonline.com/
http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2014/07/new-public-library-data-available-online
http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2014/07/new-public-library-data-available-online
http://www.ala.org/pla/publications/plds
http://www.plametrics.org/
http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2014/07/popular-technology-trainer-course-pla-returns-september
http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2014/07/popular-technology-trainer-course-pla-returns-september
http://www.ala.org/pla/onlinelearning/courses/accidental
http://www.ala.org/pla/onlinelearning/courses/accidental
http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2014/07/aasl-releases-position-statement-role-school-librarian-seniorcapstone
http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2014/07/aasl-releases-position-statement-role-school-librarian-seniorcapstone
http://www.ala.org/aasl/advocacy/resources/statements/capstone
http://www.facebook.com/ALA.JobLIST
http://twitter.com/ALA_JobLIST
http://joblist.ala.org/
http://darwin-online.org.uk/content/frameset?pageseq=1&itemID=A777&viewtype=text
http://darwin-online.org.uk/BeagleLibrary/Beagle_Library_Introduction.htm
http://darwin-online.org.uk/BeagleLibrary/Beagle_Library_Introduction.htm
http://darwin-online.org.uk/BeagleLibrary/Beagle_Library_Introduction.htm
http://darwin-online.org.uk/BeagleLibrary/Beagle_Library_Illustrations.htm


AL Direct, July 23, 2014

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2014/july/072314-2.htm[10/8/2014 10:44:55 AM]

oriented courses driven by student interest and not curricular
mandates. The position statement affirms that school library
programs, and specifically school librarians, are crucial to the
successful implementation of these projects....
AASL, July 22
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Awards & Grants

Nominate a library for the National
Medal
For more than 20 years, the Institute of Museum and
Library Services has recognized museums and
libraries that make extraordinary contributions to
their communities. The National Medal for Museum
and Library Service is the nation’s highest honor for
exemplary service by these institutions. IMLS is now accepting
nominations for the 2015 medal. The forms are due October 15....
Institute of Museum and Library Services, July 17

Billy Joel to receive LC’s Gershwin
Prize
Librarian of Congress James H. Billington announced
July 22 that Billy Joel (right) will be the next
recipient of the Gershwin Prize for Popular Song. Joel
will receive the prize in November and be feted with
a series of events, including an honoree’s luncheon
and musical performances. The Gershwin Prize
honors a living musical artist’s lifetime achievement in promoting the
genre of song as a vehicle of cultural understanding; entertaining and
informing audiences; and inspiring new generations....
Library of Congress, July 22

AAS wins National Humanities
Medal
The American Antiquarian Society in Worcester,
Massachusetts, is one of 10 winners of the
2013 National Humanities Medal, awarded by
the National Endowment for the Humanities for
outstanding achievements in history, cultural
studies, filmmaking, cultural commentary, and historic preservation.
For more than two centuries, the AAS has amassed an unparalleled
collection of historic American documents, served as a research center
to scholars and students, and connected generations of Americans to
their cultural heritage....
National Endowment for the Humanities, July 22

YALSA student stipend winner
Shawna Manchakowsky (right), an LIS student at the
University of Alberta, has won the 2014 Young Adult
Literature Symposium student stipend from YALSA. In
her library school work, Manchakowsky has created a
book club, served on the Young Reader’s Choice
Award, and wrote an original score inspired by books
studied in class. The symposium will be held November
14–16 at the Hyatt Regency Austin in Austin, Texas....
YALSA, July 22

2012–2014 Beagle
library project has
been funded by an
Academic Research
Fund grant by the
Singapore Ministry of
Education and
supported by the
Office of the Dean of
the Faculty of Science
at Charles Darwin
University and the
Charles Darwin
University Foundation,
Northern Territory,
Australia. The project
was directed by John
van Wyhe, who first
proposed
reconstructing the
Beagle library in 2006
while editing the
Beagle field notebooks.

Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site, Check out
our Featured Digital
Libraries Pinterest board.

Noted and
Quoted

“I mean, if this
Unlimited Kindle
subscription can not
only lend us books,
but provide safe
places for our kids,
educate us, help
close the digital
divide, provide
specialized research
assistance, help us in
natural disasters,
find us jobs, help the
homeless population,
and lend us free
Kindles, then, well
damn. I, for one,
welcome our Amazon
overlords.”

—Ingrid Abrams, “Sure, Let’s
Close the Libraries and Just
Get Everyone an Amazon
Unlimited Kindle
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2014 Summer Reading Program
Grant
ALSC has awarded its 2014 Baker & Taylor
Summer Reading Program Grant to the Ames (Iowa) Public Library.
This $3,000 grant is designed to encourage summer reading
programs and recognize ALSC members for outstanding program
development. The library’s collaborative summer program, “Fizz,
Boom, Read,” encourages literacy—both reading and scientific—in
children from infancy to 3rd grade....
ALSC, July 22

2014 Urban Player Award
Philanthropists and civic leaders Joan and Irwin
Jacobs (right) have received the Urban Libraries
Council’s 2014 Urban Player Award in
recognition of their instrumental support and
advocacy that propelled construction of the new
San Diego (Calif.) Central Library. In total, the
Jacobs contributed $30 million to the project
and leveraged an additional $35 million in outside contributions. The
annual award is presented to individuals who stand out as strong and
effective advocates for the essential leadership role of public libraries
in local communities....
Urban Libraries Council, July 22

2104 International Thriller Writers
Awards
The International Thriller Writers have revealed the
winners of their 2014 Thriller Awards. On July 12, ITW
concluded ThrillerFest IX in the city of mystery, crime,
and suspense—New York—with the unveiling of the
2014 winners. Scott Turow, the author of 10
bestselling works of fiction, won the Thrillmaster
Award. The award for the best hardcover novel went
to Andrew Pyper for The Demonologist (Simon &
Schuster), while the best paperback prize went to Jennifer McMahon
for The One I Left Behind (Morrow)....
Booklist Online: Likely Stories, July 16

Go back to the Top

Libraries in the News

Singapore backpedals on gay-
themed book destruction
Singapore has stopped its national library from
destroying two children’s books with gay themes,
after its decision in July produced a public outcry
over literary censorship. Information Minister
Yaacob Ibrahim ordered that the books be moved
to the adult section, where parents can borrow
them for their children. However, it was already

Subscription,” Magpie
Librarian, July 20, in response
to Tim Worstall’s suggestion
in Forbes, July 18.

@ More quotes...

Calendar

Aug. 7–9:
Association for
Information
Systems, 20th
Americas Conference
on Information
Systems, Savannah,
Georgia. “Smart
Sustainability: The
Information Systems
Opportunity.”

Aug. 24:
International
Workshop on Big
Data Discovery &
Curation, New York
City.

Sept. 3–5:
Mediterranean
Conference on
Information
Systems, Verona,
Italy. “IS in times of
metamorphosIS.”

Sept. 17–19:
Open Access
Scholarly Publishers
Association,
Conference, UNESCO
Paris Headquarters,
France.

Sept. 18–20:
Digital Scholarship
Cooperative, Digital
Frontiers 2014
conference, Texas
Woman’s University,
Denton.

Sept. 24:
National Information
Standards
Organization, Virtual
Conference. “Library
Data in the Cloud.”
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too late to save one title, Who’s in My Family? by Robie Harris, which
had already been pulped by the National Library Board....
The Guardian (UK), July 18

Policy not followed in Little Brother
dispute
The Escambia County (Fla.) School District is taking
measures to ensure educators and administrators are
aware of its policies on challenging educational
material assigned to students. Washington High School
Principal Michael Roberts came under fire from
teachers, community members, and author Cory
Doctorow in June when he unilaterally decided to end
the school’s One School/One Book program that was
to feature the YA novel Little Brother....
Pensacola (Fla.) News Journal, July 21

Second attempt to suppress Part-Time
Indian in North Carolina
Frances Wood isn’t backing down from her efforts to
remove a controversial young adult novel from
classrooms in the Cedar Grove Middle School in
Supply, North Carolina. Wood has appealed a mid-July
decision by a team of parents and educators to keep
Sherman Alexie’s The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-
Time Indian on the shelves. She argued in her
complaint, accompanied by a petition signed by 42
members of her Baptist church, that there are no positive qualities to
the book and it is inappropriate for any age group....
Wilmington (N.C.) Port City Daily, July 18

San Diego library gets ready for
Comic-Con
The San Diego (Calif.) Public Library is
getting gamers geared up for the July 24–27
Comic-Con International. In June, the library
launched an alternate reality game, inspired
by the works of American literary icon H. P. Lovecraft, that
participants say is the perfect way to prepare for the upcoming expo.
Special Events Librarian Erwin Magbanua said the game involves
players finding clues in the library and online to solve puzzles. SDPL
is also issuing a limited-edition library card (above) officially licensed
by Comic-Con. If you are attending, here are some activities
recommended by the Electronic Frontier Foundation and the Comic
Book Legal Defense Fund....
KSWB-TV, San Diego, Calif., July 21; Electronic Frontier Foundation, July 21; Comic Book
Legal Defense Fund, July 23

Allen County focuses on employee
wellness
After 30-year-old Courtney Pifer (on the left)
started working at the Allen County (Ind.) Public
Library in 2013, there was an unexpected benefit:
She became more active and lost 15 pounds. Pifer
said her healthy lifestyle changes were a result of
the library’s in-house wellness program, coupled
with an employee workout room at the downtown
branch. The room is open to all 400 employees, although one piece of
fitness equipment has been placed at the library’s technical services
office....

Sept. 27–28:
2014 Social Media
and Society
Conference, Toronto.

Oct. 7–10:
Archives and
Museum Informatics,
Museums and the Web
Asia conference,
Daejeon and Seoul,
South Korea.

Nov. 6–7:
Freedman Center for
Digital Scholarship
Colloquium, Kelvin
Smith Library, Case
Western Reserve
University, Cleveland.
“Pedagogy and
Practices.”

Dec. 5:
Association of
College and
Research Libraries
New York Chapter,
Symposium, Baruch
College, New York
City. “The Academic
Librarian in the Open
Access Future.”

@ More...
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George M. Eberhart,
Editor:
geberhart@ala.org
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Fort Wayne (Ind.) Journal Gazette, July 6

San Antonio hosts Google Maker
Camp
Five teenagers spend part of a summer afternoon
in a circular room at the San Antonio (Tex.) Public
Library’s downtown branch. They are using
conductive thread, a coin cell battery, and a
sewable battery holder to create soft circuits.
Within an hour, the teens have crafted fun
wearable technology with LED lights. For six weeks this summer, SAPL
is hosting its first Google Maker Camp, where teens ages 13–18 can
explore, create, and share in an easygoing yet educational space....
San Antonio (Tex.) Express-News, July 23

Transforming a school bus into
a book café
Jenny Granger (right), teacher-librarian
at Emerson Elementary School in
Snohomish, Washington, is delivering
books to kids around town to beat the
summer slide. She has turned an old
yellow school bus into a bookmobile
called the ‘Book Café.’ Now she’s spending her summer break bringing
the library to kids in trailer parks and to places with activities for
children. Inside the bus, the books are shelved in wooden boxes
similar to those in a record store. That way kids can see the
illustrations on the front as they sort through titles.”...
Everett (Wash.) Herald, July 17

Glasgow School of Art seeks book donations
The main Glasgow (Scotland) School of Art library and lending
collections were unaffected by the fire in the Mackintosh Building on
May 23. However, the Mackintosh Library and its special collections
were lost. The librarians have compiled a want list (PDF file), which is
kept updated on a weekly basis and publicly available. They are
seeking very specific titles that hold particular relevance to the
school’s history, alumni, and research activities....
Glasgow School of Art

Germany puts World War I
documents online
Hundreds of thousands of rare records and
images from World War I have been put
online by the German government, ahead of
the 100th anniversary of the start of the
conflict on July 28. More than 700,000
documents, photos, films, and audio
recordings are now accessible on a new portal on the Federal
Archive’s website. Access to the complete archive is free....
The Local, July 23

B.C.’s forgotten provincial documents
There are 33,000 boxes of important provincial documents abandoned
in a Victoria warehouse, orphaned by a lack of government interest
and funding, according to British Columbia’s information and privacy
czar. In her report released July 22, Elizabeth Denham said the
neglect is severely hampering access to information and the public’s
right to know about key decisions of their government....
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Canadian Press, July 22
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Issues

What the internet can see
from your cat pictures
Using cat pictures—that essential
building block of the internet—and a
supercomputer, Florida State University
Art Professor Owen Mundy has built a
site, I Know Where Your Cat Lives, that
shows the locations of the cats in photos posted on Flickr, TwitPic,
and Instagram. He extracted latitude and longitude coordinates that
many modern cameras attach to each image. The message: If you
include more metadata than you have to with your photos (there are
tools to scrub that data), don’t be surprised if it’s used online in ways
you didn’t expect and can’t fully control.”...
New York Times: The Upshot, July 22; Owen Mundy, July 16; Digital Inspiration, July 22,
2012

Encryption: Part of the struggle
over net neutrality
Stephen Lawson writes: “Activists fended off
efforts in the 1990s to ban internet encryption
or allow the government ways around it, but an
even bigger battle over cryptography is brewing now. Encrypted traffic
can’t be given special ‘fast-lane’ treatment because it can’t be
identified. That could eliminate a major revenue source for ISPs,
giving them a strong reason to oppose the use of encrypted services
and potentially an indirect way to degrade their performance.”...
PC World, July 18

Beyond the book brand
Emily Weak writes: “Information sucks as
a brand. Maybe one reason why
librarians like ‘information’ as a brand so
much is because librarians really like information. It fills us with secret
glee. But friends, this is not normal. Loving information is a trait that
is much more common among librarians than it is in the general
population. I think the new library brand will look something more like
literacy. And not just reading literacy, but digital skills, financial skills,
engaged-with-the-world skills.”...
MLISsing in Action, July 20

US libraries and homelessness
Ian Simpson writes: “George Brown, a homeless man in Washington,
D.C., has a simple answer when asked how often he uses a public
library. ‘Always. I have nowhere else to go,’ Brown, 65, said outside
the US capital’s modernist central library after a morning reading
sociology books. Homelessness is an especially acute issue for
libraries as the United States slowly emerges from the 2007–2009
recession and deals with stubborn poverty.”...
Reuters, July 17
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Tech Talk

Engineering students create Bed
Bug Box for libraries
University of Nevada, Las Vegas
undergraduate engineering students Jack
Cheney, Nicole Ramos, and Vachara Maneeraj
created a solar-powered book drop that roasts
bed bugs to death. The project was part of
UNLV’s engineering senior design competition.
Their inspiration came when Shawn Gerstenberger, dean of the School
of the Community Health Sciences, spoke to the students about the
public health challenge of bed bugs sneaking into library books....
Las Vegas (Nev.) Review-Journal, July 16

Left to our devices
In November 2013, American Libraries Live
hosted one of its most popular panel
discussions, on tablets and mobile
applications. The online show, archived
along with other past episodes and a
schedule of upcoming shows, is excerpted
here. During the hour-long episode, moderator Heather Moorefield-
Lang (above) led a conversation about the role libraries are playing in
the emerging field of mobile technology, the challenges librarians
face, the benefits of these devices on our institutions, and the
considerations that must be made for broadband connectivity....
American Libraries feature

10 tips all Samsung Galaxy
owners should know
Mark Spoonauer writes: “Using a Samsung
Galaxy phone can make me feel like I’m on a
treasure hunt. Consider this guide your
treasure map. Most importantly, I’ll show you how to use the features
that will save you time and help you get the most out of your device,
whether you own a Galaxy S4 or S5, a Galaxy Mega or mini, or a
Note 3.”...
Laptop, July 18

How to audit a website for
accessibility
Marcy Sutton writes: “In addition to checking the
heading outline and tabbing through a webpage,
I usually start with a few automated tools.
Chrome’s Accessibility Developer Tools can audit
your code to point out common issues, and now
it can look inside Shadow DOM subtrees (see Accessibility and the
Shadow DOM). Here are some items that came up in an audit of one
website.”...
Substantial, Feb. 5, July 22

Are you using a password
manager?
Jill Duffy writes: “Ever since I really understood what password
managers are all about, it’s become my mission to convince everyone
I know to use one. I’m not kidding. I feel very strongly about
password managers. If you don’t use one, you should. Let me tell you
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why—and start with the disclaimer that many of them are free. I’ll
also give you some tips for getting up and rolling with a password
manager in an efficient way.”...
PC Magazine, July 21

Maybe it’s okay to reuse weaker
passwords
Dan Goodin writes: “By now, most readers
know the advice cold: Use long, randomly
generated passwords to lock down your
digital assets and never use the same
password across two or more accounts. In abstract terms, these rules
are some of the best ways to protect against data breaches. But a
team of researchers (PDF file) says this widely repeated advice isn’t
feasible in practice, and they’ve provided the math they say proves
it.”...
Ars Technica, July 16

Go back to the Top

E-Content

Amazon Unlimited
James LaRue writes: “The technological
disruption continues, and it’s hard not to see
the announcement of the new Kindle
Unlimited ebook service as a significant
challenge to libraries. If you read a lot, a
library still saves you money, even if most
library checkout systems are not only
expensive, but cumbersome to use. Now consider the Amazon
alternative. Consumers can sign up for $9.99 a month, and have
instant access to more than 600,000 ebook titles, including many
bestsellers.”...
AL: E-Content, July 3, 18; GigaOM, July 16

Should you get Kindle Unlimited?
Kate Knibbs writes: “You can start a free trial today, but if you’d like
to know immediately whether this is the digital borrowing service for
you, we’ve got the answer: Probably not. Books are marvelous. But
Kindle Unlimited seems decidedly unmarvelous and probably isn’t the
most logical deal for you, especially if you’re an existing Amazon
Prime member. New releases published by the Big Five publishing
companies are nowhere to be found, because Amazon doesn’t have
agreements with them.”...
Gizmodo, July 18; New York Times, July 18

The emerging ebook audience:
Predictions
James LaRue writes: “What do new enterprises such
as Scribd, Oyster, and Kindle Unlimited tell us?
First, they tell us that the subscription service model
makes at least some sense both to aggregator and
consumer. (Although I continue to find Total Boox a
fascinating alternative.) Second, they tell us that
since the Big Five don’t play in any of these models,
a new market is emerging.”...
AL: E-Content, July 22
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DPLA and the promise of libraries as platforms
Kenny Whitebloom writes: “Using a digital library as a platform where
anyone can build tools and services is a now a hot topic in the LIS
field. Libraries can maximize use of their digital collections—and fulfill
their mission of democratizing access to knowledge—by providing a
reliable method for developers, researchers, and others to integrate
library data into applications, visualizations, and tools. The Digital
Public Library of America feels strongly about this promise of platform
architecture.”...
Simmons GSLIS: Unbound, July 21

Liberio: A new ebook publishing
platform
Mike Butcher writes: “Liberio is a new
platform (launched July 22 out of private beta) for simple ebook
creation and publishing straight from Google Drive. Liberio can be
used to create an ebook, magazine, or school project, then publish
and distribute the finished product. Some teachers are using it to
create publications for the iPad for students, and education is likely to
be a special focus for the platform.”...
TechCrunch, July 22

When was the last time you used a print
dictionary?
Bonnie Swoger writes: “I used to keep a small
dictionary in my bedside table, another in the end
table near the couch, one on my home office desk,
and another on my desk at work. When I was an
undergraduate geology major, I had a specialized
geology dictionary that I kept near my desk. Fast
forward to 2014 and three of these dictionaries are
gone, the fourth (in my office at work) is rarely used,
and the geology dictionary is kept primarily for nostalgia.”...
Scientific American: Information Culture, July 22

Apple agrees to settlement in ebook suits
Apple has agreed to pay $450 million to resolve state and consumer
claims that the iPad manufacturer conspired with five major
publishers to fix ebook prices, according to court records filed July 16.
The settlement, which would provide $400 million for consumers, is
conditioned on the outcome of a pending appeal of a New York
federal judge’s ruling last year that Apple was liable for violating
antitrust laws....
Washington Post, July 16

Go back to the Top

Books & Reading

How the public library turned me into a reader
Claire Fallon writes: “Books are my passion and my job, so imagine
my profound embarrassment several months ago when I had to admit
something shameful: I did not yet have a library card for the New
York Public Library, despite having resided in the city for the past
four years. Yes, it’s horrible. I know. My only defense is this: I have a
bizarre inability to let go of books.”...
The Huffington Post, July 22
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In defense of NYPL’s summer
reading list for kids
Rita Meade writes: “As a librarian (with a
background in both secondary education and
library youth services) currently working in
New York City, I had many problems with the
views Naomi Schaefer Riley presented in the
New York Post about children’s literature and
the way the New York Public Libraries come up with the summer
reading lists. Subsequently, I thought I’d do a paragraph-by-
paragraph response just to clear the air (or, at least, clear my
headspace). So let’s get to it.”...
Book Riot, July 17; New York Post, July 14

Around the world in 80+ children’s
books
Marianna Vertsman writes: “Summer is here,
and with it comes the joy of getting away from
it all. While we research our destinations with
some assistance from guidebooks, children
don’t really have that option. The books on this
list offer young travelers a great opportunity to
explore new cultures through a colorful world of illustrated stories and
fairytales. These books will introduce your children to the rich cultural
heritage and traditions of your international destinations.”...
New York Public Library Blogs, July 22

Stop me if you think you’ve heard this
one before 
Jessica Lind writes: “While scanning through a list of
new YA releases recently, I couldn’t help noticing that
many of the titles seemed awfully familiar: Quite a few
of them share (or are very similar to) titles of songs.
Some of these will have you humming the second you
see the covers. (The title of this post is a reference to
a song by The Smiths and a similarly titled 2008 YA
book by David Yoo.)”...
YALSA The Hub, July 21

Morris Award authors: Where are they
now?
Katie Shanahan Yu writes: “Have you ever wondered
what YALSA’s Morris Award–winning authors have
been up to today since they were recognized for their
first novels? Well then, this post is the one for you.
YALSA has been giving out the Morris award since
2009, which honors debut young adult authors with
impressive new voices. Here is what some of our
Morris winners and finalists have been writing since
winning their awards.”...
YALSA The Hub, July 22

Movie and TV adaptations in the
pipeline
Nora Rawlinson writes: “Book adaptations are not
only hot in the film industry, they’ve also become
a major source for TV, as evidenced by the
nominations for the upcoming Emmy Awards.
There are so many that Word and Film created a
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Book Lover’s Look at the 2014 Emmy Nominations
(led, of course, by Game of Thrones). In total, we are tracking 35
titles that have been announced for TV adaptation. We know because
we recently organized our adaptation information into a
spreadsheet.”...
EarlyWord: The Publisher | Librarian Connection, July 23; Word and Film, July 11

July 23 is Batman Day
Traci Glass writes: “It’s officially Batman Day, as
declared by DC Comics, a celebration of Batman and
the glorious 75 years that he has graced us with his
batty-presence. No matter what form of Batman you
prefer—animated series, comic books, video games,
movies—we are celebrating him in all his incarnations
today. I’ve got a little bit of a history for you, a few of
my favorite stories, and a look at where Batman is
going in the future.”...
YALSA The Hub, July 23

Wattpad enables fan fiction
Dianna Dilworth writes: “Digital writing
community Wattpad is making it easier for
writers to make their work available to be the basis of fan fiction. The
social network has expanded its Creative Commons licensing option to
level 4.0, which essentially means that they are giving writers more
options to rework and remix the work of other writers.”...
GalleyCat, July 22

Bookish shoes for literary feet
Rachel Manwill writes: “Make all the fetish
jokes you want, but we here at the Book Riot
HQ have a thing for bookish shoes. Heels,
flats, sandals, sneakers: If they have a
literary twist, we’ll wear them. Some of these
have been featured in some of our past Book
Fetish articles, but there are a few new kicks
here as well. Of course, single-theme shoes
are a must for a list like this.”...
Book Riot, July 21
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Libraries get a shrinking share
of university budgets
Phil Davis writes: “As a percentage of
overall university expenditures, libraries
have been steadily losing ground. This is
the main message of an updated graphic
(PDF file) produced by the Association of
Research Libraries. Based on reports from
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40 research libraries, the percentage of university funds spent on
libraries has shrunk by over one-half in the past three decades, from
a high of 3.7% in 1984 to just 1.8% in 2011. I believe that ARL’s
graph tells a mixed story of success and failure.”...
The Scholarly Kitchen, July 22

The varied life of an academic librarian
Ariana Santiago writes: “What is it like being an academic librarian?
Every day is different. Sometimes I’m teaching, or alone at my desk
(often doing the planning for teaching), in meetings or collaborating
with colleagues in the library, at an event or training session where I
get to learn from people outside the library, or attending events like
an Orientation Information Fair. I’d say the variety is definitely
something I like the most about this career.”...
ACRLog, July 20

So you want to be an academic military
librarian?
Lauren Dodd Hall (right) writes: “Near the end of my
LIS program, I learned of a paid internship
opportunity in an academic military library that had
the potential to turn into a full-time job after
graduation. I had never considered working in
military libraries before, but only because I hadn’t
realized they existed. Long story short, I interviewed
and was offered the internship, which did convert to a full-time
position after graduation. This was the start of what has become, so
far, my academic military librarian career.”...
Letters to a Young Librarian, July 17

A new Netherlands library
smashes attendance records
Cat Johnson writes: “Facing declining visitors
and uncertainty about what to do about it,
library administrators in the new planned
city of Almere in the Netherlands redesigned
their libraries and in 2010 opened the
Nieuwe Bibliotheek (New Library), a thriving community hub that
looks like a bookstore. The library groups books by areas of interest,
combining fiction and nonfiction; it displays books face-out to catch
the eye of browsers; and it trains staff members in marketing and
customer-service techniques. It greeted more than 100,000 visitors in
its first two months.”...
Shareable, July 21

Tennessee family bibles online
Visitors to the website of the Tennessee
State Library and Archives in Nashville can
now access family bible records previously
available only to patrons visiting the
building. Over the past few years, TSLA
volunteer Cinamon Collins scanned more
than 1,500 family bibles held at the library,
including one published in 1538. Only the title page and genealogical
information were scanned—not the entire book....
Tennessee State Library and Archives, July 9

Report from the Latina/o Studies Conference in
Chicago
Adan Griego writes: “There I was, humming the melody to ‘Amor,
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amor’ by Andy Russell at a panel on Latina/o representation in mass
media. Indeed, an innovative technique to engage the audience at an
8 a.m. presentation when some in attendance were still functioning in
an earlier time zone two hours away. This was one of the more than
100 panels (PDF file) encompassing 277 presentations as part of the
inaugural International Latina/o Studies Conference in Chicago, July
17–19.”...
Seminar on the Acquisition of Latin American Library Materials, July 22

Mostly Lost at LC’s Packard
Campus
Steve Zalusky writes: “On July 18, day two of
the ‘Mostly Lost’ preservation event at the
Packard Campus of the Library of Congress in
Culpeper, Virginia, we were treated to a
heaping helping of rare (although incomplete)
footage of silent comedians. Comedy experts were busy tapping into
their extensive knowledge, while others frantically combed through
websites on their laptops, tablets, and smartphones. Viewers looked
for clues within the film, such as dates on wall calendars, years on
license plates, and information from scenery or props.” Be sure to
read part one....
At Your Library, July 22

Europeana shows the value of
historic newspapers
The Europeana Newspapers Project
partners have gathered beautiful historic
newspaper material to tell their story
through video (1:45). The project, which
lasts through January 2015, will aggregate 18 million historic
newspaper pages for Europeana and the European Library and create
a special content viewer that will improve online newspaper
browsing....
Europeana Newspapers Project, July

The value of working as a temp librarian
Harold Rougeux writes: “After what seemed like an endless string of
applications and interviews, I finally had a solid job offer on the table.
The only problem was that the job was temporary, in another state,
some 600 miles away. To date, my time as a temp librarian may be
one of the most beneficial gambles I’ve ever taken. If you’ve avoided
applying for temp jobs because you think they are a waste of time,
you need to rethink that strategy.”...
INALJ, July 22

Five ways libraries are using
Instagram
Amy Mollett and Anthony McDonnell write:
“Instagram is fast becoming an exciting
platform through which libraries can share
news, achievements, and images of everyday
life among the bookshelves. But it’s not only for
its novel approach to photo sharing that
libraries are using Instagram. With the majority of users in key
university-student age brackets, it certainly makes sense for libraries
to consider Instagram’s merits. Here are five ways that libraries are
using the program.”...
London School of Economics Review of Books, Apr. 12
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Storytime tip: Project without straining
Ingrid Abrams, Michelle Kilty, and Natasha Forrester provide answers
to the question of how to project your voice during storytime. Michelle
writes: “When you are a bit quieter of a presenter, you need to know
effective crowd control. I have been known to stop reading a book
and just wait for the room to get quiet. I know it seems old school,
but it works on the adults. I don’t worry about the kids’ noise level
too much.”...
Storytime Underground, July 22

Miss Public Libraries: Mary Eileen
Ahern
Denise Rayman writes: “Festschrifts are a common
way to honor someone in academia. They typically
contain academic essays related to the person’s life
work, contributed traditionally by the person’s former
doctoral students and colleagues. But what about a
Festschrift that’s instead full of nothing but praise for
the person gathered from common workers in her field, and
furthermore isn’t for an academic, but instead for a public service
librarian? This was the final issue of Libraries magazine in 1931,
honoring one Mary Eileen Ahern (above).”...
ALA Archives Blog, July 21

Ohio’s Traveling Library
Larry Nix writes: “The Ohio State Library in
Columbus operated the largest and
longest-lasting traveling library program in
the United States. Traveling libraries were
small, rotating collections of books. They
were used by state libraries to extend
library service beyond public library
buildings. They preceded and were alternatives to bookmobiles. The
traveling library program of the Ohio State Library (PDF file) started
in 1896, lasted until 1973, and used postcards to advertise its
services.”...
Library History Buff Blog, July 22; State Library of Ohio News, Apr. 2003

Collaborative color wheel
Ariel Cummins writes: “This is a passive program
I ripped right out of our school-aged summer
series and plopped on the boredom-buster table.
It’s dead simple, but really fun. I took a piece of
white poster board and divided it up into six
wedges. I looked up my trusty color wheel colors
and wrote in the appropriate colors in each
wedge. Then I put out discarded magazines,
scissors, and glue, and invited kids to cut things out of the
magazines and paste them in the appropriate wedges.”...
Hushlander, July 21
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American Libraries Online

Feedback wanted: Strategic planning
ALA President Courtney L. Young (right) writes: “Dear
colleagues, I wanted to share some highlights related
to our strategic planning activities at Annual
Conference. The Executive Board held two working
sessions related to strategic planning. At one, we
focused on our member engagement plan: how we
will reach out to members and others to involve them
as we update our strategic plan. The board also spent time at its
second meeting talking about evaluation and assessment.”...
AL: The Scoop, July 29

President’s Message: Advancing our mission
ALA President Courtney L. Young writes: “As I begin my ALA
presidency, I’m aware of the need for both consistency and change.
Like ALA presidents before me, I bring to the table my commitment
to the profession as well as a good understanding of the Association’s
structure, finances, members, and aspirations. But my unique
experiences will also help shape my approach to key ALA initiatives.
Over the next year, several significant developments are in store for
our professional association.”...
American Libraries column, July/Aug.

Editor’s Letter: How we do Annual
Conference
Laurie D. Borman writes: “The ALA Annual
Conference and Exhibition can be quite a
production, especially in Las Vegas. For the
American Libraries team, the 2014 conference
involved four editors reporting, blogging,
tweeting, and posting on Facebook, with five
freelance librarian writers reporting. Two
editors hung back in the Chicago office to accept our on-the-spot
work, editing for style, resizing photos, writing headlines, and

 

2014 Annual
Conference and
Exhibition, Las Vegas,
June 26–July 1. Look back
at the 2014 ALA Annual
Conference, enjoyed by
18,626 attendees and
exhibitors. Enjoy
American Libraries
coverage. Get the
Cognotes highlights.
Looking for handouts?
See you in 2015! Bundle
registration opens on
September 9.
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generally cleaning up our late-night posting mistakes.”...
American Libraries column, July/Aug.

Librarian’s Library: Building the
collection
Karen Muller writes: “Building the collection is a core
activity in any library. A school library collection is
built to support the curriculum and provide for
voluntary reading; an academic library collection is
developed for current and future student and faculty
research, in lines of inquiry that might be hard to
imagine today; and a public library collection provides
for all of these things, but above all for active,
community use. Selecting the right titles for the right audience is an
art, but over the years, a certain amount of science has been added
through collection evaluation tools.”...
American Libraries column, June

Go back to the Top

ALA News

ALA urges passage of the USA Freedom Act
Reacting to the July 29 introduction of the USA Freedom Act of 2014,
Emily Sheketoff, director of the ALA Washington Office, said the bill
“deserves to be passed quickly by Congress and signed by the
President without delay; 13 years to begin to restore Americans’
privacy is long enough.” She added, the bill, “if passed, would end
the dragnet collection of US citizens’ telephone records under the
Patriot Act.”...
Office of Government Relations, July 29

Broadband speed test deadline
extended
ALA and the Information Policy and Access
Center at the University of Maryland, College
Park are extending the deadline for public libraries to gauge the
quality of public access to the internet until August 8. The speed test
study is funded by the Institute of Museum and Library Services. The
new study will complement findings from the 2013–2014 Digital
Inclusion Survey released in mid-July. Libraries can log on to capture
the data....
District Dispatch, July 29

Volunteer to serve on a committee
ALA President-Elect Sari Feldman encourages members to volunteer
to serve on ALA and Council committees for the 2015–2016 term
(terms start on July 1, 2015). Committee appointments will be
finalized at the 2015 ALA Midwinter Meeting, with notifications sent
out in early spring 2015. The online volunteer form will open on
August 4 and close on November 7....
Office of ALA Governance, July 28

Libraries 
on Film

Solitude (2001,
Canada). MaryAnn
Wourms is a librarian.

Some Kind of
Wonderful (1987).
High school students
Keith Nelson (Eric
Stoltz) and Amanda
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ALA Graphics Fall 2014 catalog
Discover more than a dozen new items in the new
Fall 2014 ALA Graphics catalog (PDF file), including
posters and bookmarks to help energize your space
and keep readers of all ages engaged. On the cover
is a new Taylor Swift Celebrity READ poster featuring
The Giver by Lois Lowry. Other new posters include
Big Nate, Amulet, Read Something Spooky, Read
Like a Ninja, and Buggy Bug....
ALA Graphics, July 28

Instructional design essentials
ALA Editions will host a new four-week facilitated
eCourse on “Instructional Design Essentials” starting
on September 15. Nicole Pagowsky and Erica
DeFrain will serve as instructors. Whether you
present face-to-face workshops or develop online
tutorials, this course will help you hone your
teaching skills and prepare you for your instructional
needs. Registration can be purchased at the ALA
Store....
ALA Editions, July 24

Other ALA Editions eCourses
ALA Editions is making available new iterations
of its popular facilitated eCourses on
“Demystifying Copyright” and “Storytime Shenanigans” beginning
September 8, and “Collaborating with Teens” beginning September
15. Registrations can be purchased at the ALA Store....
ALA Editions, July 25

Using massive digital libraries
Some have viewed the ascendance of the digital
library as some kind of existential apocalypse, nothing
less than the beginning of the end for the traditional
library. But Andrew Weiss, in his thought-provoking
and unabashedly optimistic new book Using Massive
Digital Libraries: A LITA Guide, explores how massive
digital libraries are already adapting to society’s needs
and looks ahead to the massive digital libraries of
tomorrow....
ALA TechSource, July 29

US historical novels for grades 7–12
Historical fiction helps young adults imagine the past
through the lives and relationships of its protagonists,
putting them at the center of fascinating times and
places—and the new Common Core Standards allow
for use of novels alongside textbooks for teaching
history. Perfect for classroom use and YA readers’
advisory, Experiencing America’s Story through
Fiction: Historical Novels for Grades 7–12 by Hilary
Susan Crew, highlights more than 150 titles published
since 2000....
ALA Editions, July 29

Jones (Lea Thompson)
interact in the school
library.

Something Borrowed
(2011). Rachel
(Ginnifer Goodwin)
and Dex (Colin
Egglesfield) goof
around while studying
torts in the New York
University Law School
Library and get
shushed by another
student (Noel Davis
Poyner).

Something Wicked
This Way Comes
(1983). Jason Robards
Jr. plays Charles
Halloway, a librarian at
Green Town (Ill.)
Public Library, who
resists the temptations
of Pandemonium
Carnival owner Mr.
Dark (Jonathan Pryce)
in the library as he
tears pages from a
book.

This AL Direct feature
describes hundreds of films
(and some TV shows) in
which libraries and librarians
are featured, from 1912 to
the present. The full list is a
Web Extra associated with
The Whole Library
Handbook 5, edited by
George M. Eberhart and
published by ALA Editions.
You can browse the films on
our Libraries on Film
Pinterest board.

Career Leads
from
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Featured review: Crime Fiction 
Penny, Louise. The Long Way Home. Aug.
2014. 356p. Minotaur, hardcover (978-1-250-
02206-6).
Until now, Penny’s challenge in her bestselling
Armand Gamache series was to imagine new
ways to take the chief inspector of the Sûreté
du Québec from his Montreal home to the
vividly evoked village of Three Pines, the
author’s setting of choice. Now, with Gamache
retired to Three Pines, there is a new challenge: coming up
with reasons to get her hero out of town. No challenge is too
great for Penny, as skillful a plotter as she is a marvelous
creator of landscape and character. Still grieving over the
carnage that wreaked havoc with those he loves and with
Three Pines itself (How the Light Gets In, 2013), Gamache
reluctantly agrees to come to the aid of his friend, artist Clara
Morrow, who is worried about her husband, fellow artist Peter,
who has failed to return to Three Pines after their agreed-
upon one-year separation....

In praise of browsing
Joyce Saricks writes: “I’ve long
been an advocate of browsing in the
library. Well before I became a librarian, I learned from
experience that even if I wasn’t sure what I wanted to read,
I’d come upon something that captured my interest if I just
spent some time in the stacks. Many readers are just like me;
they don’t come to the library looking for a specific title. Or, if
they do, they are often seduced into taking more when they
come across something that strikes their fancy, either in the
stacks or on a display. Although some library users have
developed strategies that allow them to browse successfully,
many become overwhelmed when there are too many titles.
Surely, then, we have an obligation to set up the library so
that it invites browsing.”...

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

Go back to the Top

Division News

Alex Haley Museum will be a
Literary Landmark

Youth Services
Director. Williamsburg
(Va.) Regional Library
seeks an energetic,
innovative, user-
focused librarian to
lead its Youth Services
Division. Must be
knowledgeable about
current issues affecting
youth and families,
including technology
trends; conversant with
current best practices
for youth services; and
able to successfully
facilitate the blending
of traditional and non-
traditional services.
Works collaboratively to
help the library
continue its award-
winning tradition of
excellence in collection,
programs, and services
as it strives to fulfill the
library’s vision of
informing, enriching,
and strengthening its
community....

@ More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week
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United for Libraries, in partnership with the
Tennessee Historical Commission and the staff
and board of the Alex Haley Museum and
Interpretive Center in Henning, Tennessee,
will designate the museum a Literary
Landmark on August 9. The dedication
ceremony honoring Haley (1921–1992) will include the unveiling of
the official Literary Landmark bronze plaque; proclamations by city,
county, and state officials; the US Coast Guard and Color Guard
Detail; and representatives from the Tennessee Historical
Commission....
United for Libraries, July 29

Tour the Riviera with ASCLA
The itinerary is set for ASCLA’s biannual
fundraising trip (PDF file), which will head to
the French and Italian Rivieras this fall—the
fourth tour abroad hosted by the division.
This trip abroad will take place October 7–15, and all interested
travelers are welcome—you do not need to be a member in order to
participate. Deposits in the amount of $500 are due by August 1, with
the balance due by August 25....
ASCLA, July 29

ASCLA seeks webinar and online course proposals
ASCLA invites subject matter experts and experienced librarians with
knowledge to share to submit proposals for ASCLA webinars to be
presented in October 2014 through August 2015 as a part of ASCLA’s
outstanding online learning offerings. Proposals may be submitted
using the webinar proposal form or online course form. The
submissions deadline is September 1....
ASCLA, July 29

RUSA calls for webinar and course proposals
Ebooks, library programming and outreach, marketing, and leading a
book group are just some of the topics sought by RUSA for 2015
online continuing education webinars and online courses. Proposals
may be submitted using the webinar proposal form or online course
form and must be submitted by September 1 for presentations taking
place from October 2014 through August 2015....
RUSA, July 25

Go back to the Top

Awards & Grants

2014 Teen Read Week grant recipients
YALSA has announced the recipients of its 2014 Teen Read Week
Activity Grant. The grant was funded by the Dollar General Literacy
Foundation and awarded to 10 libraries to help fund their Teen Read

World War I Military
Portraits, maintained
by the Milwaukee
(Wis.) Public Library,
is comprised of more
than 32,000
photographs,
typewritten volumes,
and service records.
The items were
compiled from
collections of the
American War Mothers
Milwaukee County
Chapter and the
Milwaukee County
Council of Defense.
These items contain a
wealth of genealogical
information and
provide a candid look
into soldiers’ ideas and
perceptions of the First
World War. Included in
the collection are
portraits of service
men and women in
military uniform and
less formal snapshots
of individuals at their
homes or serving in
the theater of war.

Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site, Check out
our Featured Digital
Libraries Pinterest board.

Noted and
Quoted

“. . . the work done
in the world by the
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Week activities. Each grant is worth $1,000. This year, Teen Read
Week will take place October 12–18 with the theme of “Turn Dreams
into Reality @ your library.”...
YALSA, July 29

Scholarships available for intellectual freedom
course
The Freedom to Read Foundation will provide two scholarships to
interested LIS students for “Intellectual Freedom and Censorship,” a
two-credit online course taking place August 26–October 10. The
course is offered by the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign’s
Graduate School of Library and Information Science in conjunction
with FTRF’s Judith F. Krug Fund Intellectual Freedom Education
Project. Apply by August 4....
Freedom to Read Foundation, July 29

Bogle-Pratt Travel Fund winner
Sai Deng (right), metadata librarian at the University
of Central Florida, is the 2014 recipient of the ALA
International Relations Committee’s Bogle-Pratt
International Library Travel Fund grant. The Bogle
Memorial Fund and the Pratt Institute School of
Information and Library Science will provide a $1,000
cash award for Deng to attend her first international
conference in London, England....
International Relations Office, July 29

2014 Joey Rodger Award winners
The Urban Libraries Council has presented three public library
executives with the 2014 Joey Rodger Leadership Award: Paula
Brehm Heeger, service operations manager of the Public Library of
Cincinnati and Hamilton County; Edward Melton, chief of branches for
San Francisco Public Library; and Lisa Wells, assistant director for
library services, Pioneer Library System, Norman, Oklahoma. The
$5,000 award allows the winners an opportunity to strengthen their
executive skills through a structured professional development
program....
Urban Libraries Council, July 24

Librarian of the Year at the RWA
conference
Sean Gilmartin (left) writes: “Librarian of the
year, man of RWA, aspiring cover model—these
were just some of the names I was called while
attending this year’s Romance Writers of America
conference in San Antonio. It didn’t matter that
RWA has a special award for librarians; no, I was
certain that I would feel isolated in the midst of 2,000 romance
authors. I could not have been more wrong.”...
USA Today, July 30

Reference librarian wins writing contest
Leslie Anderson (right), reference librarian in the
Alexandria (Va.) Library Special Collections
department, won the 2014 National Genealogical
Society Family History Writing Contest with her entry,
“Tabitha’s Story: Survival, Struggle, and Success.” The
article follows four generations of her mother’s family
from Mecklenburg County to Norfolk, Virginia, and will
be published in the December issue of the National Genealogical

library cannot be
measured by the
number of people
visibly seated in it. I
will go so far as to
say that if a public
library did not
attract even one
reader from the
outside, its existence
would be justified by
the presence of its
librarian and his
official staff. And it
never comes quite to
that. There are
always two or three
readers to keep the
place in
countenance.”

—British playwright George
Bernard Shaw, “Neglected
Aspects of Public Libraries,”
The New Republic 29 (Dec.
21, 1921): 96–97.

@ More quotes...

Calendar

Aug. 4–6:
Association of
Research Libraries
and the University of
Washington
Libraries, Library
Assessment
Conference, Seattle.
“Building Effective,
Sustainable, Practical
Assessment.”

Aug. 7–9:
Document Academy,
Annual Meeting, Kent
State University, Kent,
Ohio. “Documents
Without Borders.”

Aug. 14–15:
Florida State
University Libraries
and the Panhandle
Library Access
Network, The
Innovation Conference,
Panama City, Florida.
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Society Quarterly....
Alexandria (Va.) News, July 23

2014 PEN Literary Awards
Poet Frank Bidart, critic James Wolcott, and novelist
Ron Childress are among the winners of the 2014 PEN
Literary Awards, announced July 28 by the PEN
American Center. Wolcott won the PEN Diamonstein-
Spielvogel Award for the art of the essay with his
career-spanning collection, Critical Mass. Bidart
received the PEN Voelcker Award for Poetry, given for
a distinguished body of work. Childress won the
$25,000 PEN Bellwether Prize for socially engaged
fiction for And West Is West (Algonquin, forthcoming)....
New York Times: ArtsBeat, July 30; PEN American Center, July 28
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Libraries in the News

Racine’s weeded school library
books will be held for review
Racine, Wisconsin, Unified School District
administrators will hold books removed from
the libraries of Case High School and
Mitchell Middle School until those schools’
new librarians can go through them and
determine which should be removed or saved. The district announced
the decision July 24, after librarians, staff, and parents decried the
massive weeding of books from these schools, where staffing changes
had briefly left the libraries without a librarian to consult during the
process....
Racine (Wis.) Journal Times, July 24

Cape Henlopen eradicates entire
summer reading list
The board of the Cape Henlopen School District in
Rehoboth Beach, Delaware, on July 24 voted 6–1 to
put The Miseducation of Cameron Post by Emily M.
Danforth back on a suggested summer reading list.
After about an hour of comments from the public, it
decided that it did not have a proper way to evaluate
the novels on the reading list for incoming freshman
and could not make a decision until that protocol was
established. Then the board voted to eliminate the entire list....
WBOC-TV, Salisbury, Md., July 25

Eight Queens library trustees removed
Eight members of the Queens (N.Y.) Library board of trustees were
dismissed July 23 by Mayor Bill de Blasio and Borough President
Melinda Katz. The board members were removed after they voted in
April against firing Library Director Thomas W. Galante, who has been
under investigation for using money earmarked for library
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improvements for renovations to his personal office and for steering
contracts for the work to a friend....
New York Times, July 24

Library honored for tornado help
Seven months after the November 17 tornado
and 10,000 photos later, the Morton (Ill.) Public
Library was given a plaque for its post-disaster
help. Illinois State Rep. Keith Sommer (R-Morton)
presented the honor to Library Director Janice
Sherman and her staff on June 26 for collecting,
sorting, and reuniting photos and other items with
their owners. All photos were transferred on April
18 to the Washington (Ill.) District Library....
Morton (Ill.) Times-News, July 2

Two northern Michigan libraries
get $400,000 from man’s will 
Charles Heffer, who died in May 2013 in
Williamsburg, Michigan, at the age of 89,
bequeathed more than $400,000 to each of
two area libraries: Elk Rapids District Library and Kalkaska County
Library. Elk Rapids set up a public survey to determine what to do
with the windfall, while Kalkaska has designated the money for a new
building....
WWTV, Cadillac, Mich., July 17

Losing librarians in Chicago public schools
Becky Vevea writes: “Having a school library with a full-time librarian
is becoming something of a luxury in Chicago’s 600+ public schools.
Two years ago, Chicago Public Schools budgeted for 454 librarians.
Last year: 313 librarians. This year? 254. Those are the numbers
Megan Cusick, a librarian at Nancy B. Jefferson Alternative School, laid
out at a recent meeting held by the parent group Raise Your Hand.”...
WBEZ-FM, Chicago, July 23

Miami mayor lets tax ceiling stand
Miami-Dade Mayor Carlos Gimenez won’t veto a higher property tax
rate ceiling for libraries set by county commissioners. The mayor
decided to let the commission’s 8–5 vote from July 15 stand, even
though that means the county’s overall tax rate could go against
Gimenez’s wishes. With the exception of libraries, commissioners
signed off on Gimenez’s tax-rate plan....
Miami Herald, July 25

Easton library’s mold problem is frustrating
A months-long mold problem has been plaguing the children’s
department at the Mary Meuser Memorial Library in Easton,
Pennsylvania. It has been closed since the end of May because of the
appearance of several types of mold on the walls caused by flooding
from a burst pipe in January. Almost 23,000 books sit abandoned on
shelves in the children’s section. No one is allowed into the room
because of potential health hazards posed by the mold....
Allentown (Pa.) Morning Call, July 23
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Update on cellphone unlocking 
Carrie Russell writes: “The Unlocking Consumer
Choice and Wireless Competition Act (S. 517)
(PDF file) allows cellphone users—once their
contract term with a service provider expires—
the right to circumvent technology in order to
use their existing phones with a new service
provider. This legislation was only necessary
because the Librarian of Congress, under the
advisement of the US Copyright Office, did not renew the exemption
that allowed such circumvention in 2010. Now you might be saying,
‘Why the hell are we even talking about this?’”...
District Dispatch, July 25

The FCC’s E-rate Order
Marijke Visser writes: “After checking the FCC website several times
each day between July 11 when the Commission adopted an Order in
the E-rate Modernization proceeding and when it was released to the
public on July 23, things have been remarkably quiet in E-rate land.
We are pleased to see that many of ALA’s recommendations have
indeed been adopted—testament to the hard work we asked of our
members.”...
District Dispatch, July 30

Research on school libraries and student success
Sarah Darer Littman writes: “Last April, after I’d criticized my
congressman (Jim Himes, D-District 4, Connecticut) in a column, he
asked if we could meet for a ‘deep dive’ on education issues so he
could understand why they have become so polarizing. During our
meeting, he asked me if there is research to justify the salary of a
media specialist. My answer was a resounding ‘Yes!’”...
School Library Journal, July 23

Academic librarians and tenure
Barbara Fister writes: “Meredith Farkas wrote a terrific post on her
move to a non-tenure-track position and why she thinks tenure for
librarians is counterproductive. The stimulating Twitter conversations
that followed (some of them Storified by Meredith) made me want to
unpack what I think about this issue.”...
Inside Higher Ed: Library Babel Fish, July 29; Information Wants To Be Free, July 23
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Tech Talk

MultCloud for all your accounts
Richard Byrne writes: “If you’re like me, you
probably have accounts on more than one cloud storage service. I
have accounts on Box, Google Drive, Dropbox, and SugarSync that I
use regularly. MultCloud is a service that allows me to tie them all
together in one place. MultCloud does more than just provide a single
login for all of the cloud services that I use. It also allows me to
move files between services with a simple drag-and-drop.”...
Free Technology for Teachers, July 27

Some 3D printers are too good to be
true
Natasha Lomas writes: “An affordable yet high-
quality consumer 3D printer, the $99 Mota, has
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turned out too good to be true, surprising no one.
The 3D printer market is generally sitting in a quasi-
limbo state that’s progressed beyond proving itself
to early adopters willing to shell out serious dollars
to live the dream, yet still has a very long way to go—specifically
much squeezing of price tags and smoothing of processes—before it
can arrive at the joyous nirvana of mass adoption.”...
TechCrunch, July 29

How to manage your video files
Jill Duffy writes: “Video files pose unique
organizational challenges. For starters, they’re
much larger most other file types, so where
you store them and how frequently you
archive them matters. Second, you probably
remember what’s in your video files in a very
different way than you remember or think about other kinds of files,
such as a PowerPoint presentation. I spoke with a few video
professionals to get a sense of how they organize their clips, from
naming the files and adding tags to archiving the files themselves.”...
PC Magazine, July 28

Your body is turning into a
joystick
Dan Tynan writes: “In a few years, people will
look back at keyboards and mice the way we
look now at rotary phones and fax machines.
Soon enough, you’ll be able to control devices
using different body parts, if that would make for a better experience.
Some of this technology is already commercially available; the rest
may be coming to a body near you over the next couple of years.
Here’s a quick head-to-toe tour.” Watch the demo video (1:24) from
Thalmic Labs....
Yahoo! Tech, July 30; YouTube, Feb. 25, 2013

Google Maps in your shoes
Amanda Kooser writes: “When you’re out
running, walking, or biking, it’s inconvenient
and potentially hazardous to keep your eyes
glued to the map on your phone. Imagine if
your shoes told you which way to go without you ever having to take
your eyes off the road or sidewalk. That’s the idea behind the Lechal
smart shoes and insoles from Ducere Technologies. The shoes sync
over Bluetooth to an app that pulls your path from Google Maps. The
shoes buzz to tell you which direction to turn.”...
CNET News, July 29

21 Windows admin tools
explained
Chris Hoffman writes: “Windows is
packed full of system tools, and many of
them are in the Administrative Tools
folder. The tools here are more powerful
and complex, so they’re hidden where most Windows users won’t
stumble across them. Some of these tools are only available on
Professional or Enterprise versions of Windows, not the ‘core’ or Home
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versions of Windows 8.1, 8, and 7. The list of tools here is from a
Windows 8.1 Professional system.”...
How-To Geek, Apr. 28, July 29
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E-Content

Macmillan makes its ebook
frontlist available to libraries
Macmillan Publishers will be adding its full collection of frontlist ebooks
to its public library e-lending pilot. It is the first time the company
has made its catalog of ebooks published in the last 12 months
available for lending in libraries. The pilot program has been in place
since March 2013. ALA President Courtney Young issued a statement
on the expansion....
Digital Book World, July 29; ALA Washington Office, July 29

Amazon says cheaper ebooks are better
Amazon is trying to cast itself as a champion of lower ebook prices as
its messy dispute with publisher Hachette drags on. In a post on its
website, Amazon said that most ebooks should cost $9.99 or less, not
the “unjustifiably high” prices of $14.99 or $19.99 that many books
sell for now. Lower prices, Amazon said, would benefit readers,
publishers, and Amazon alike, because people would buy a lot more
books....
TechHive: Weird Wide Web, May 28, July 30; Amazon.com, July 29

Open access articles have more views
An independent statistical analysis (PDF file) of the articles published
in Nature Communications, carried out by the Research Information
Network (RIN) has found that open access articles are viewed three
times more often than articles that are only available to subscribers.
RIN also found that OA articles are cited more than subscription
articles....
Nature Publishing Group, July 30

BlueInk Review
James LaRue writes: “Former Rocky Mountain News
book critic Patti Thorn and literary agent Patricia
Moosbrugger recently formed BlueInk Review. With
a stable of other accomplished, credible critics and
reviewers, they sift through the torrent of self-published works to
help libraries find the best selections. Let me be blunt: I think every
public library in America should track their recommendations and buy
them.”...
AL: E-Content, July 30

Create an ebook with Evernote
The popular note-taking app Evernote has a new
feature that lets users produce an ebook or PDF
directly from the app. Users can publish a group of
notes from Evernote or their entire notebook by
importing the pages into the FastPencil self-publishing
platform from within the Evernote app. There is an
option to edit, collate, format and create a table of contents....
GalleyCat, July 30; Evernote blog, July 29

Accidentally going digital
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Peter Damien writes: “I don’t like ebooks. I poke at them a lot, and I
try out books on Kindles and iPads and iPhones. Not only that, but
when I do read a book digitally, I find that I read a lot slower. Then I
looked up the other day and realized that I hadn’t read a physical
book in two months. How did that happen? What caused the shift?
What caused me to so abruptly become comfortable with ebooks that
I didn’t even notice the shift happening?”...
Book Riot, July 28

TRAC certification of the CLOCKSS
archive
The Center for Research Libraries has released the
findings of its preservation audit (PDF file) and has
certified CLOCKSS as a trustworthy digital
repository. The certification applies to the
repository’s ability to preserve and manage digital
content deposited with CLOCKSS by participating e-journal publishers
as of May 2014....
Center for Research Libraries, July 25
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Books & Reading

12 resources for word nerds
Bonnie Swoger writes: “My recent post about
specialized dictionaries got me thinking about the fun
books and sites I have encountered that feature
words and language. The most recent bit of geeky
word stuff I’ve seen is Weird Al Yankovic’s gift to
word nerds everywhere, a parody of Robin Thicke’s
‘Blurred Lines’ called ‘Word Crimes’ (3:45). Then
check out the following podcasts, websites, and
books.”...
Scientific American: Information Culture, July 22, 24; YouTube, July 15

YA books to satisfy your inner romantic
Kelly Dickinson writes: “There is something about love
stories that makes them particularly well-suited for
vacation reading. It might be the inherent optimism in
love stories—even those lacking a tidy, happy ending.
They revolve around the belief that human connection
is meaningful, fragile, and precious. What could be
more encouraging? Happily, the last few months have
produced several rich and varied titles perfect for
readers seeking a good love story to dive into this
summer.”...
YALSA The Hub, July 25

Journaling in YA literature
Anna Dalin writes: “I’ve kept a journal on and off for
years. The first key to journaling is to set aside a
certain time each day to write and stick to it. Now
that it’s summer, if you have a couple months off and
a little extra time, this may be the perfect time for
you to start a journal. With inspiration in mind, I
wanted to recommend a few current and classic YA
novels which are either written as journals or include
journal entries.”...
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YALSA The Hub, July 30

Judging books by their covers
Emily Gatlin writes: “Never judge a book by its cover.
We all know this applies to judging people and not
actual books, right? A few months ago, I realized how
much I hate jacket copy. Big plot points that don’t
happen until 100+ pages in are spoilered in those
magic three-to-four paragraphs. I decided to do a
little experiment. For 90 days, I made my reading
choices based solely on the book’s actual cover and
title instead of the author’s name, what the jacket
said the book was about, or the author’s photo.”...
Book Riot, July 29

Winners and losers of Comic-
Con 2014
Every year, people spend thousands of
dollars to journey to the motherlode of
geeky pop culture: San Diego Comic-Con.
And every year, entertainment companies
do their utmost to generate excitement
about their upcoming spectacles. But who gained buzz, and who lost
it? Here is io9’s list of the biggest winners and losers of Comic-Con
2014. (And a round-up of comics news from Comic-Con.)...
io9, July 28–29

Go back to the Top

Tips & Ideas

Unusual collections (PDF file) 
Pam Tomka writes: “Need a Cookie Monster cake
pan to bake a birthday cake for someone who just
can’t live without it? You can probably find one to
check out at Rock Island or Heyworth Public
Libraries in Illinois. How about a fishing pole for
your favorite grandkid or a summer trip to the
lake? Try Metropolis or Edwardsville public libraries.
Maybe you sprained your ankle and need a walker
for a few days. Check one out at Marrowbone Public
Library in Bethany.”...
ILA Reporter, Aug.

Batman Day at the library
Sarah Bean Thompson writes: “Part of being a
librarian means the ability to be flexible and
spontaneous. When I got to work on July 23
(which was Batman Day), I was told that we
had been getting calls about a Batman Day at
the Library celebration we were hosting on
July 26. All I know is that we were given
three days to plan an unexpected program. Luckily, I work with a
wonderfully nerdy team of people, so we threw together an amazing
program.”...
GreenBeanTeenQueen, July 28

Soldering in the library
Claire Moore writes: “It has almost been one
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year since my library opened our makerspace for
kids, cleverly branded the T|E|A Room for
technology, engineering, and the arts, by Kiera
Parrott. One program that caused families to
make the library a destination point one
cloudless spring day was the Intro to Soldering
class. Neither my colleague nor I had ever soldered anything before,
and to be quite honest we both couldn’t even tell if the L was silent.
The project we decided to use, mostly for its simplicity, was the Skill
Badge from the Maker Shed.”...
ALSC Blog, July 26

University press titles and usage: A case study
Rick Anderson writes: “This is a report on a case study that looks at
university press books from the perspective of one library that buys
them. While ‘importance’ is a broad and vague term and I have no
illusions about the ability of library data (let alone a single library’s
data) to establish it in any fundamental way, there are facets of
importance that can be established by library data, so I offer the
following data and analysis for what they’re worth.”...
The Scholarly Kitchen, July 28

Let’s talk about technical services
Erin Leach writes: “I’m a cataloger, but not
that kind of cataloger. I did an experiment
and asked my Twitter pals to tell me the
stereotypes about people who work in
technical services. I was told that people who
work in technical services are socially inept, socially awkward, change
averse, unfriendly, rigid, detail-oriented to a fault, bad
communicators, uncompromising, rule-bound, and territorial. This
stereotype isn’t helped by relegating technical services departments to
basements or off-site buildings.”...
Letters to a Young Librarian, July 24

A bibliographic prank from 1962
David A. Jordan writes: “In January of his senior year
at Stanford University, Mike Munger, Class of ’62, and
two coconspiratorial students from his fraternity,
Dave Commons and Pete Richardson, hacked (in a
pretechnological sense) Green Library’s card catalog
and thus launched a prank on the libraries that went
partially unnoticed for decades and wasn’t entirely
understood until Munger recently sent a full
explanation to University Librarian Mike Keller.”...
ReMix 78 (July)

How to deal with the media
Kimberly Matthews writes: “Dealing with the press (print or television
or bloggers) is a situation that may cause even the most capable
librarian or director’s blood to run cold. ‘The newspaper is on the
phone for you’ or ‘The Channel 6 news van just pulled up outside’ is
enough to make any of us want to run for the bathroom and hide.
Especially if you do not know why they are there. However, by
keeping a few key things in mind (and with some experience)
everyone can use their relationships with the press to their greatest
advantage.”...
21st Century Library Blog, July 23
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Facebook is forcing Messenger on users
Karissa Bell writes: “If Foursquare’s attempt to force
users into Swarm taught us anything, it’s that people
really don’t like being forced into using apps.
Facebook, never one to heed the lessons of history,
will soon be forcing its iOS and Android users over to
Facebook Messenger, and many users aren’t happy about it. Over the
next few days, users who have yet to download Messenger will see
new reminders prompting them to get it.” Sam Fiorella notes that the
app’s terms of service are insidious....
Mashable, July 29; The Huffington Post Blog, Dec.1, 2013

The best free alternatives to
Microsoft Word
David Nield writes: “Microsoft’s titan of a word
processor is used almost everywhere by almost everyone, but what if
you don’t want to spend seven bucks a month? Here are our favorite
alternatives to Word. They’re all free, they’re all capable of working
with the ubiquitous .docx format, and they all offer some very useful
features on top as well.”...
Gizmodo, July 24

How to tweak your Gmail address
David Nield writes: “One trick you might not have
picked up about Gmail is that you can add in
periods anywhere in the front part of your
address and it makes no difference:
john.smith@gmail.com works just the same as
johnsmith@gmail.com. You can also add a plus
sign and any word before the @ sign (johnsmith+hello@gmail.com)
and messages will still reach you. If these tweaks make no difference,
then why use them? One major reason: filters.”...
Gizmodo, July 23

Gilbert H. Doane: Librarian and
Monuments Man
Larry Nix writes: “The story of the World War II
Monuments Men, a special Army unit created to help
recover art treasures looted by the Nazis, has become
well known due to the recent George Clooney film.
One of the monuments men was Gilbert H. Doane
(1897–1980, right), librarian of the University of
Wisconsin–Madison from 1937 to 1956. Doane took a leave of
absence in 1943–1945 to serve in what was officially known as the
Army’s Monuments, Fine Arts, and Archives (MFAA) program.”...
Library History Buff Blog, July 28; Bibliophemera, Apr. 26, 2010

The low-tech appeal of Little Free
Libraries
Margret Aldrich writes: “When a 36-year-old
bibliophile in Daegu, South Korea, sat down at
his computer and googled the word ‘library,’ he
didn’t expect to find anything particularly
noteworthy. But as DooSun You scrolled through
the results, an appealingly anti-tech concept
popped up. The internet led him to Little Free Libraries—hand-built
boxes where neighbors can trade novels, memoirs, comics, and
cookbooks, and connect with each other in the process.”...
The Atlantic, July 27
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