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American Libraries Online
When bad things happen to a
good library

“Sometimes libraries that are doing ‘all the
right things’ pay a price for their excellence
through uncivil attacks and attempts to
dismantle their work,” Barbara Jones,
director of ALA’s Office for Intellectual
Freedom, told American Libraries. She was
referring to Orland Park (Ill.) Public Library (right) in south suburban
Chicago, which has recently endured several intellectual-freedom
challenges. The full story appears in Chicago newspapers. “It is unfair,
but it happens and the library and community need to know how to
respond,” Jones said. Here are some tips and tools to help you
prepare for that time....

American Libraries: The Scoop, Nov. 5; Chicago Sun-Times, Nov. 5; Chicago Tribune, Nov.
4

Midwinter Meeting must-dos

The 2014 Midwinter Meeting provides several
opportunities to share and engage with
colleagues. Here are just some of the many
activities on offer in Philadelphia, January 24–28.
Experts give the latest updates on policy,
research, statistics, and technology in the “News
You Can Use” segment. Sponsors include ALA
divisions and offices and the ALA Digital Content and Libraries
Working Group....
American Libraries feature

Next AL Live: Tablets and mobile apps

Personal electronic devices are the topic of discussion in the upcoming
episode of American Libraries Live, a free, streaming video broadcast
that you can view from your home, library, or on the go. Tune in at 2
p.m. Eastern time on November 14 for this 60-minute discussion.
Moderator Heather Moorefield-Lang will lead a panel that includes
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2014 Midwinter
Meeting and Exhibits,
Philadelphia, January 24–
28. The excitement of the
ALA Youth Media Awards
at Midwinter is just one
more reason to be there.
Last year, 25,000 virtual
viewers and 1,300 live
attendees were there for
announcements of the 18
awards honoring
children’s and young adult
authors and illustrators
and producers of
children’s audio and video
materials. Watch the
2014 awards trailer
(1:03).
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Bohyun Kim, David Lee King, and Katherine Messier....
American Libraries, Nov. 4

November/December issue

November marks the 50th anniversary of President
John F. Kennedy’s assassination. In the new issue
of American Libraries, we go inside the John F.
Kennedy Presidential Library for a look at the
digitization of the late president’s archives. Also, a
look at how academic libraries are preparing library
students for the workforce, and a report on
libraries using the Vine social media platform for
promotions and advocacy....
American Libraries, Nov. 4

Bringing horror to the stacks

Phil Morehart writes: “If you hear shrieks and moans
coming from your library’s stacks or see sinister
apparitions floating through the children’s section,
blame the Horror Writers Association. The nonprofit
organization of horror writers and writing
professionals, which currently touts more than 1,200
members worldwide, has been a leading advocate for literacy and
horror/dark fantasy writing for more than 28 years.”...
American Libraries: The Scoop, Oct. 31

Editor’s Letter: Scoring points with sports and
history fans

Laurie D. Borman writes: “On a clear autumn day, I sit on my
balcony reading a book when I hear a muffled cheer and see
fireworks erupt. Moments later, a slightly delayed TV signal repeats
the same sounds from the Chicago Bears game at nearby Soldier
Field. All day, people in orange and blue shirts parade down the
streets, heading for the stadium or just to grab lunch and watch the
game on TV.”...
American Libraries column, Nov./Dec.

Go back to the Top

ALA News
Matthew Quick introduces Girlbrarian at
Midwinter

“Hello, Librarians—it’s me, Matthew Quick” (right). In
this video (0:56), the bestselling author (also known
simply as Q) of The Silver Linings Playbook thanks
librarians for “all that you do for the community” and
talks about his next book, The Good Luck of Right
Now, in which he introduces a “Girlbrarian.” But
Midwinter attendees can hear Quick live when he appears as an
Auditorium Speaker in Philadelphia on January 25....
Conference Services, Nov. 1; YouTube, Oct. 23

OIF: Free access to information

Office for Intellectual Freedom Director Barbara Jones issued this
statement November 4 regarding internet filtering practices in US
libraries: “The ALA opposes any obstacle to library users’ access to
constitutionally protected content, not only because such practices can
violate the First Amendment, but because such practices hinder the
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library’s mission to provide free and open access to information.”...

on Film

Office for Intellectual Freedom, Nov. 4

Librarians speak out against
Harvard’s publishing restrictions

As of August 1, all databases containing Harvard
Business Review, a journal published by Harvard
Business Publishing, became “read only” for 500 of its most popular
articles. Campuses may pay a premium to restore full access to link,
save, and print the affected articles, but the new restrictions affect
researchers’ ability to access and use these articles. RUSA’s Business
Reference and Services Section has issued a statement urging HBP
and other publishers to work with libraries to find access and pricing
models that honor our shared educational and scholarly missions....
RUSA Blog, Nov. 6

Emerging Leaders class of 2014
announced

ALA has selected 56 people to participate in
its 2014 class of Emerging Leaders. The program is designed to
enable library staff and information workers to participate in project
planning workgroups, network with peers, gain an inside look into ALA
structure, and serve the profession in a leadership capacity early in
their careers. The program kicks off with a day-long session during
the 2014 ALA Midwinter Meeting in Philadelphia. Here is the full list of
participants (PDF file)....
Office for Human Resource Development and Recruitment, Nov. 6

ALA welcomes USA Freedom Act

ALA is rallying librarians to support the USA Freedom Act, a bill that
will improve the balance between terrorism prevention and personal
privacy protection. Introduced by Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.) and
Patriot Act author Rep. Jim Sensenbrenner (R-Wis.), the bill would
place restrictions on bulk phone and internet government surveillance,
and permit companies to make public the number of FISA orders and
National Security Letters received....

The Trespasser
(1947). Janet Martin
as Stevie Carson gets
a job as a research
librarian at the
Evening Gazette. Her
supervisor is the
womanizing Danny
Butler (Warren
Douglas), but they
collaborate in proving
a rare book is a
forgery. Carson notices
that the printer’s
correction sheet,
supposedly dating from
the 16th century, has
been attached to the
binding with a 19thcentury pin. Adele
Mara as Dee Dee is
another research
librarian.

Office of Government Relations, Nov. 4

Libraries and e-rate: Solid foundations

Alan Inouye writes: “The E-rate reform proceeding now being
undertaken by the Federal Communications Commission continues to
be one of the highest policy priorities of the ALA. The next
development in this proceeding is submission of our reply comments
by November 8. The reply comments build on ALA’s initial comments
submitted in September.”...
District Dispatch, Sept. 17, Nov. 6

Webinar: The fiscal situation in Washington

According to a recent poll, Congress is less popular than cockroaches
these days. But as the debate moves to the state and local level, the
library community has a huge advantage. This November 13 webinar,
“The Fiscal Situation in Washington and How It Gives Librarians a
Huge Advantage,” will show you how to use that advantage to avoid
setbacks and perhaps even make great strides forward....
District Dispatch, Nov. 5

ALA Financial Learning webcasts
In an ongoing effort to describe its financial
practices and procedures, the Budget
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Tru Confessions
(2002, made for TV).
Shia LeBeouf as
mentally challenged
teen Eddie Walker has
a breakdown when he
gets separated from
his sister and finds
himself lost in the
stacks of a huge
library. Bruce Vavrina
plays an
unsympathetic
librarian. Filmed in the
Toronto Public Library.
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Analysis and Review Committee invites
interested ALA members to view webcasts
available on the Treasurer’s webpage in the
“Financial Learning” section. Sessions
include ALA organizational structure and decision making (above), the
ALA Operating Agreement, the budget cycle and process, the ALA
Endowment, and financial orientation for round tables....
ALA Treasurer

SCSU loses ALA accreditation

Southern Connecticut State University’s master of library science
program is no longer ALA-accredited. In October, ALA heard SCSU’s
appeal of a June decision to withdraw accreditation. But on October
28, the school was notified that the ALA Executive Board upheld the
Committee on Accreditation’s original decision (PDF file). The program
had been on conditional accreditation status due to several issues,
including an outdated curriculum and faculty productivity....

True Colors (1991). A
law student must
spend Christmas at
school, so he uses the
library to read
magazines. Filmed in
the University of
Virginia’s Brown
Science and
Engineering Library.

Connecticut Public Radio, Oct. 31

FTRF opens nominations for trustees

Nominations are now open for the April 2014 Freedom to Read
Foundation board of trustees elections. Five positions on the FTRF
board of trustees will be filled in the election to be held April 1–May
1. Those elected will serve a two-year term on the board, beginning
at the close of the 2014 ALA Annual Conference in Las Vegas.
Nominations should be sent by December 13....
Freedom to Read Foundation, Nov. 4

Poster sessions in Las Vegas

Share your best ideas and work with the library community by
presenting a poster session at the 2014 ALA Annual Conference in Las
Vegas. Submissions may include a description of an innovative library
program, an analysis of a solution to a problem, a report of a
research study, or any other presentation that would benefit the
larger library community. Proposals are due by January 17....
Conference Services

eContent Quarterly premieres

The premiere issue of eContent Quarterly, a new
digital journal edited by Sue Polanka and Mirela
Roncevic that offers practical, user-driven solutions
and ideas for curating, developing, integrating, and
managing content in rapidly changing digital library
environments is now available. Among the topics
covered in volume 1, no. 1, are supplying and
collecting books and the importance of metadata.
Subscriptions are available for purchase at the ALA
Store....
ALA TechSource, Nov. 5

Go back to the Top
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The Truman Show
(1998). Jim Carrey as
Truman Burbank and
Natascha McElhone as
show protester Sylvia
meet in the campus
library. Scenes were
filmed in the
University of West
Florida’s Fort Walton
Beach Campus library.
This AL Direct feature
describes hundreds of films
(and some TV shows) in
which libraries and librarians
are featured, from 1912 to
the present. The full list is a
Web Extra associated with
The Whole Library
Handbook 5, edited by
George M. Eberhart and
published by ALA Editions.
You can browse the films on
our Libraries on Film
Pinterest board.
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Featured review: Adult nonfiction

Greig, Geordie. Breakfast with Lucian: The
Astounding Life and Outrageous Times of
Britain’s Great Modern Painter. Nov. 2013.
272p. Illus. Farrar, hardcover (978-0-37411648-2).
Lucian Freud (1922–2011), “the greatest
realist figure painter of the 20th century,”
went audaciously far beyond “nude” to
shockingly naked and forever changed
portraiture. Greig tells the astonishing story
behind some of Freud’s most disturbing paintings and wryly
observes that Freud and Sigmund, his famous grandfather,
had a lot in common since it was also “Lucian’s business to
get people to sit on beds or couches, and to reveal more
about themselves than perhaps they wished to show.”
Ironically, Lucian was a fiend for privacy, refusing interviews
and derailing would-be biographers. Greig, a prominent
newspaper editor, managed to get close to Freud during the
painter’s last decade....

Top 10 arts books: 2013

Donna Seaman writes: “From the
double identities of Superman (Super
Boys) to the many modes of Bob Dylan (Once Upon a Time:
The Lives of Bob Dylan), the man behind the Muppets (Jim
Henson), the demons plaguing comedian Richard Pryor
(Furious Cool), and the hidden life of janitor and outsider artist
Henry Darger (Henry Darger, Throwaway Boy), the 10 best
arts books reviewed in Booklist from November 15, 2012, to
November 1, 2013, reveal the complex lives and profound
quests of artists.”...

More than a grim statistic: Voices
of youth violence

Donna Seaman writes: “Youth violence leaves
everyone feeling helpless and heartbroken,
emotional quagmires intensified in Chicago by
the city’s notorious racial divide. For
concerned Chicagoans living far from the
stricken neighborhoods, the possibility of
doing something productive seems remote at
best. This is just how Miles Harvey, author

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2013/november/110613-2.htm[7/17/2014 9:18:20 AM]

Career Leads
from

Library Director,
Williamsburg (Va.)
Regional Library.
Williamsburg Regional
Library is searching for
a Library Director who
will carry on a tradition
of excellence in
collections, programs,
and services. The
Library Director is the
Chief Executive Officer,
reporting to and
working in partnership
with the board of
trustees to develop,
articulate, and further
the library’s mission,
vision, values, and
strategic directions.
Serving the geographic
areas of Williamsburg,
James City County, and
York County, the
Library Director
oversees all operations
of WRL, which has a $6
million budget, 115
employees, two
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and creative writing teacher at DePaul
University in Chicago, felt as the number of attacks and
shootings escalated in 2009. Then he had a pivotal
conversation with Hallie Gordon of the famed Steppenwolf
Theater.”...

@

buildings, mobile library
services, and almost
50,000 registered
borrowers....

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
Go back to the Top

Philadelphia Update
Philadelphia City Hall

In the heart of downtown Philadelphia stands the
largest municipal building in the United States,
which has served the city’s government since
1901. Built on the area designated by William
Penn as Centre Square in 1682, City Hall includes
some 700 rooms and more than 250 architectural
reliefs and freestanding sculptures, including the
37-foot bronze William Penn statue atop the clock
tower. Building tours are given Monday through
Friday at 12:30 p.m. and begin at the Tour
Information Center; tours of the tower are available from noon to
4:15 p.m....
Philadelphia City Hall

A deep-fried Twinkie burger at PYT

Philadelphia burger joint PYT (1050 North
Hancock Street, in the Piazza) unveiled its deepfried Twinkie burger (right)—yes, that’s a burger
housed between two deep-fried Hostess snack
cakes—on October 29. This isn’t uncharted
territory for the restaurant: It has offered crazy
bun mashups like the spaghetti burger and fried-lasagna burger in
recent years. But its newest “burger-meets-state-fair-food” creation
may be the most over-the-top. The restaurant is a 15-minute subway
ride from the Convention Center....
People, Oct. 29

Smith Memorial Arch

The Smith Memorial Arch is an American Civil
War monument that serves as a gateway to
West Fairmount Park, about a 30-minute bus
ride from the Convention Center. Funded in
1891 by a bequest from Richard Smith, a
wealthy Philadelphia electroplate and type
founder, the ambitious project includes 14
separate figures (including Generals Meade, Reynolds, Hancock, and
McClellan) by 12 artists. The last sculpture was completed and
installed in 1912. Watch the video (3:38)....
Association for Public Art

James A. Michener Art Museum

A bit off the beaten track, but reachable from
downtown Philly by the Lansdale/Doylestown
train, the James A. Michener Art Museum in
Doylestown houses the finest collection
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More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week

The Acoustic Atlas is
a new initiative by
Montana State
University to collect
the sounds of the
animals and natural
environments of
Montana and the
American West,
including the snorts of
bison in Yellowstone
National Park, the
howls of grasshopper
mice, and the
underwater calls of
frogs. In its first stage,
the website highlights
selected recordings
and features from
MSU’s growing
collection. As the
project develops, the
site will fill gaps in
available recordings of
regional species and
will serve as a digital
repository for
bioacoustic and
soundscape research.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
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anywhere of Pennsylvania Impressionist
painters. Edward Redfield, Fern Coppedge,
Daniel Garber, and other artists of the Bucks
County school are well represented. Midwinter
early-birders may want to stop by before
January 26 to see the traveling exhibition, “From Philadelphia to
Monaco: Grace Kelly Beyond the Icon,” the only US venue for this
comprehensive look at the Philadelphia-born princess of Monaco....
James A. Michener Art Museum; Uwishunu, Oct. 28

FAA loosens rules on gadgets

By the end of 2013, many airline passengers
will be able to use their tablets, e-readers,
and other gadgets during all stages of flight,
the culmination of a decades-long process
that brings the flying experience further into
the digital age. The FAA’s decision, its first
big shift on electronic devices since it
restricted their use in flight in 1966, caps years of debate over
whether electronic emissions from devices can interfere with cockpit
instruments. However, policy changes will not happen immediately
and will vary by airline. Brett Snyder and Joe Sharkey offer some
clarifications....

Wall Street Journal, Oct. 31; Federal Aviation Administration, Oct. 31; The Cranky Flier,
Nov. 4; New York Times, Nov. 4

Go back to the Top

Division News
AASL launches two surveys on branding

AASL has launched two national surveys to examine the brands of the
profession. The surveys will determine what the brands “school
librarian,” “L4L,” and “@ your library” mean to current and future
school library professionals and educational stakeholders. School
librarians are not only encouraged to complete the profession-focused
survey, but to ask members of their educational communities to take
the stakeholder survey as well. The surveys will be open through
December 2....
AASL, Nov. 4

Host satellite sites sought for AASL’s
Fall Forum

AASL will once again host a hybrid presentation of its
biennial national institute, the Fall Forum, in 2014.
As part of the presentation, up to four satellite sites
across the country will present a live broadcast of events taking place
October 17–18 in St. Louis. Universities, school districts, intermediate
education units, or similar locations are invited to submit a one-page
statement to AASL describing their qualifications to host by December
10. More information is on the AASL website....
AASL, Nov. 5

Mobile app available for AASL13
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2013/november/110613-2.htm[7/17/2014 9:18:20 AM]

Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site, Check out
our Featured Digital
Libraries Pinterest board.

Noted and
Quoted
“I decided that the
single most
important thing I can
tell you about
technology in
libraries is this: You
don’t have enough
tech. You don’t have
enough technical
staff and the staff
you have don’t have
enough technical
knowledge.”
—OCLC’s Roy Tennant, in his
presentation at the Library
Leaders Digital Strategy
Summit, Monterey, Calif., Oct.
29.

@

More quotes...

Calendar
Nov. 14–17:

American Association
of School Librarians,
National Conference,
Hartford, Connecticut.
“Rising to the
Challenge.”

Nov. 18–20:

Educopia Institute,
Meeting, National
Library of Catalonia,
Barcelona. “Aligning
National Approaches to
Digital Preservation:
An Action Assembly.”

Nov. 20:

National Information
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Attendees of AASL’s 16th National Conference on
November 14–17 in Hartford, Connecticut, can plan
their conference schedule at home or on the go with
the new AASL13 Mobile App. The app and companion
registration dashboard syncs user data so updates to a schedule can
be made and accessed via laptop or mobile device. Read more about
features and how to download the app....
AASL, Nov. 5

Children and Libraries to go quarterly

ALSC has announced significant upgrades to Children
and Libraries: The Journal of the Association for
Library Service to Children. Beginning with volume
12 in spring 2014, the journal will be issued
quarterly and delivered both in print and
electronically. ALSC members and CAL subscribers
will continue to receive a print copy in the mail; plus
they will be able to access and read each new issue
online. These modifications are in response to results of a 2011–2012
communications survey....
ALSC, Nov. 5

Standards
Organization, Virtual
Conference. “WebScale Discovery
Services: Transforming
Access to Library
Resources.”

Dec. 6:

2013 ACRL/NY
Annual Symposium,
The William and Anita
Newman Vertical
Campus Conference
Center, Baruch
College, New York
City. “The Library as
Knowledge
Laboratory.”

Dec. 15–18:

First module available for AccessAbility
Academy

The first offering in ASCLA’s AccessAbility Academy,
“Positive Interactions: Making the Library a Welcoming and
Empowering Place for People with Disabilities,” prepares library staff
to feel fully confident when communicating and interacting with
people with disabilities. This recorded webcast is designed for all
levels of library staff at academic, public, and special libraries....
ASCLA, Nov. 5

Submit proposals for the ACRL 2015
conference

ACRL invites proposal submissions for the ACRL
2015 conference to be held March 25–28, 2015, in Portland, Oregon.
Contributed paper, panel session, preconference, and workshop
proposals are due May 9. Poster session, roundtable discussion,
TechConnect, and Virtual Conference webcast proposals are due
November 3, 2014. Submit proposals via the online form....
ACRL, Nov. 5

Go back to the Top

Awards & Grants
Last call for cutting-edge technology

Association for
Information
Systems, International
Conference on
Information Systems,
Milan, Italy.
“Reshaping Society
Through Information
Systems Design.”

Jan. 21–24:

Association for
Library and
Information Science
Education, Annual
Conference,
Philadelphia.
“Educational
Entrepreneurship.”

Feb. 26–
Mar. 2:

Music Library
Association, Annual
Meeting, Grand Hyatt
Atlanta.

As part of its ongoing effort to identify and recognize libraries that are
delivering quality library services in new ways, ALA is accepting
nominations for the best library practices that use cutting-edge
technology through November 15. Winners will be announced at the
2014 ALA Midwinter Meeting in Philadelphia....

Mar. 24–27:

Deadline extended for NLW grant

Apr. 7–9:

Office for Information Technology Policy, Nov. 5

There’s still time to apply for the 2014 Scholastic Library Publishing
National Library Week Grant. The $3,000 grant is open to all types of
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Code4lib 2014,
Conference, Sheraton
Raleigh Hotel, Raleigh,
North Carolina.

Computers in
Libraries 2014,
Conference, Hilton
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libraries seeking to share their stories and raise public awareness
using the 2014 National Library Week theme, Lives change @ your
library. The application deadline has been extended to December 6....
Public Information Office, Nov. 5

National Friends of Libraries Week awards

Applications for National Friends of Libraries Week Awards are due
December 2. Two awards of $250 will be given to Friends of the
Library groups for activities held during National Friends of Libraries
Week (October 20–26). Application materials are available online....
United for Libraries, Nov. 4

Student book club receives Illinois
IF award

Looking back on the storm of controversy that
erupted in March when the book Persepolis
was banned from Chicago public schools and
libraries earlier this year, Lane Technical
College Prep High School senior Levi Todd said
it was a “blessing in disguise.” But the 16-year-old couldn’t be more
excited for the future after the banned book club he founded, 451
Degrees, was recently named winner of the Illinois Library
Association’s Intellectual Freedom Award for their protests when the
book was pulled....
Chicago Tribune, Nov. 1

Fyan Grant proposals due December 20

Washington,
Washington, D.C.

Apr. 28–29:

Texas Conference on
Digital Libraries,
AT&T Executive
Education and
Conference Center,
Austin.

June 3–6:

International
Association for Social
Science Information
Services and
Technology, Annual
Conference, Toronto.
“Aligning Data and
Research
Infrastructure.”

@

More...

The ALA Office for Research and Statistics is now accepting
applications for the Loleta D. Fyan Grant. The grant of up to $5,000
is to be used for the development and improvement of public libraries
and the services they provide. Local, regional, or state libraries;
associations and organizations, including units of the ALA; library
schools; and individuals may apply by December 20....

Contact Us

Carroll Preston Baber grant proposals due January
8

AL Direct is a free electronic
newsletter emailed every
Wednesday to personal
members of the American
Library Association.

Office for Research and Statistics, Nov. 5

George M. Eberhart,
Editor:
geberhart@ala.org

American Libraries
Direct

Office for Research and Statistics, Nov. 4

The ALA Office for Research and Statistics is now accepting
applications for the Carroll Preston Baber Research Grant. The grant
is given to one or more librarians or library educators who will
conduct innovative research that could lead to an improvement in
services to any specified group of people. Any ALA member may apply
for the grant of up to $3,000 by January 8....

Chicago wins Innovation Award for
its Maker Lab

Chicago Public Library has been named the
winner of the Social Innovator Award at the
12th annual Chicago Innovation Awards
ceremony on October 30 for its experimental
Maker Lab in the Harold Washington Library
Center. The Chicago Innovation Awards honor
the most innovative new products or services brought to market or to
public service in the Chicago area each year. Watch the video
(0:59)....
Chicago Innovation Awards, Oct. 30; YouTube, Oct. 31

Federal librarianship awards

The Federal Library and Information Network has opened nominations
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Beverly Goldberg,
Senior Editor:
bgoldberg@ala.org

Phil Morehart,
Associate Editor:
pmorehart@ala.org
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for its national awards for federal librarianship for fiscal year 2013.
The winners will be honored for their contributions at the FEDLINK
Spring Expo in Washington, D.C., in May 2014. For nomination
materials, visit the Awards Working Group section of the FEDLINK
website....
Library of Congress, Nov. 1

Mariam Pera,
Associate Editor:
mpera@ala.org

Edinburgh Festival First Book Award

Edinburgh author Angela Jackson was named October
23 the winner of the 2013 Edinburgh International
Book Festival First Book Award for her compelling
debut novel about life, relationships, and change, The
Emergence of Judy Taylor (Canvas). The First Book
Award showcases the best of the talented new writers
to appear in the festival program each year. The book
follows the title character as she steps off the path of
least resistance to embark on an adventurous journey
into a life unknown....
Edinburgh International Book Festival, Oct. 23

2013 Samuel Johnson Prize for
Nonfiction

Lucy Hughes-Hallett’s The Pike (Fourth Estate) was
awarded the £20,000 ($31,950 US) 2013 Samuel
Johnson Prize for Nonfiction on November 4. The
book explores the life of Gabriele D’Annunzio, the
controversial Italian poet, artist, writer, philanderer,
nationalist politician, and protofascist. Judges praised
her biography but acknowledged what an odious
subject D’Annunzio was. The prize is open to books in
the areas of current affairs, history, politics, science, sport, travel,
biography, autobiography, and the arts....
The Guardian (UK), Nov. 4

Taste Canada culinary award winners

Hosted by CBC TV’s Stefano Faita on November 4,
Taste Canada honored the best in Canadian Englishand French-language cookbooks and “culinary
narratives” from the previous year. As voted by
more than 100 visitors to the CBC Books website,
the inaugural Taste Canada/CBC People’s Choice
Award was given to editor Mairlyn Smith for The
Vegetarian’s Complete Quinoa Cookbook: From the
Ontario Home Economics Association (Whitecap Books)....
Quill & Quire, Nov. 5

Go back to the Top

Sanhita SinhaRoy,
Managing Editor,
American Libraries:
ssinharoy@ala.org

Laurie D. Borman,
Editor and Publisher,
American Libraries:
lborman@ala.org
To advertise in American
Libraries Direct, contact:
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Libraries in the News
2013 library elections: A first
look
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John Chrastka writes: “For many public
libraries in the United States, Election Day
2013 was the single biggest fundraising day
for a generation. From January to November
4, EveryLibrary has identified at least 57 ballot measures for libraries.
As of this writing, the vote is still out for many of the elections. So
far, voters have approved and rejected both large and small
measures. These mixed results point to a need for more direct voter
engagement by library communities. Our analysis will continue to be
updated as more results are certified.” See the ongoing roundup....
EveryLibrary Blog, Nov. 6; Library Journal: InfoDocket, Nov. 6

DCPL’s Ginnie Cooper retires

After seven years, the District of Columbia’s
Chief Librarian Ginnie Cooper (right) is
retiring and going back home to Oregon.
She leaves behind a legacy that includes 17
new or renovated libraries. Cooper took a
library system that was in decay in 2006
and tripled its circulation. The digital
commons is now the most popular place in the downtown Martin
Luther King Jr. Memorial Library. She plans to move to Portland,
Oregon, where she previously oversaw the Multnomah County
libraries....
WJLA-TV, Washington, D.C., Oct. 30; Washington Post, Nov. 4

Nader activists still criticizing DC
library partnerships

Plans dating back more than seven years to
replace the West End Neighborhood branch
(right) of the District of Columbia Public
Library at no direct cost to taxpayers have
languished despite the support of two
mayors, a unanimous council, and numerous community groups. That
is largely because a band of activists, backed by Ralph Nader, have
assailed the project as a brazen giveaway of public assets to private
interests....
Washington Post, Nov. 2

Queens Library to lend Nexus tablets

Queens (N.Y.) Library will begin lending library
customers Google Nexus tablets on their library cards
beginning November 20. The tablets are part of
Google’s donation of 17,000 tablets to the New York
State Community Action Association through the
efforts of Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo and the New York
Department of State. Some 5,000 of the tablets will
be loaned out in seven branches located in Hurricane
Sandy–affected areas. Patrons may borrow them for a
month with the option of three renewals for a total of four months....
MobyLives, Nov. 4

Arizona’s children’s literature
library gets a facelift

The University of Arizona College of
Education embarked on a $1.1 million
project this semester to renovate a library
space that houses 30,000 children’s books.
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The fourth-floor area in the education
building, which was originally built as a library, is home to the Worlds
of Words program, an international collection of adolescent and
children’s literature....
Arizona Daily Wildcat, Oct. 31

Manuscript find shows Herbert
Marcuse’s evolution

Laura Gardner writes: “The recent
discovery of a draft of a classic text, OneDimensional Man by former Brandeis
University politics professor Herbert Marcuse (1898–1979), promises
to spark the kind of heated debate among academics, students, and
fellow thinkers for which Marcuse, a Marxist, was legendary. The draft
manuscript was recently discovered after Patrick Gamsby, academic
outreach librarian for the humanities, visited the Goldfarb Library’s
archives in search of something Marcusian to help celebrate next
year’s 50th anniversary of its publication.”...
BrandeisNOW, Oct. 9

Addition to Los Angeles Public
Library’s menu collection

The Los Angeles Public Library is one of many
public libraries in the United States to collect
menus—restaurant, airline, banquet, steamer,
railroad—as an archive and special collection.
Melvin Schrier, a retired optometrist, has donated
30 boxes of menus and other restaurant ephemera
to LAPL. With menus dating from the early 1940s,
Schrier originally began his collection as a chronicle
of his life—and later, travels with his family....

Los Angeles Public Library: Central Library Blog, Oct. 28; Los Angeles Times: Jacket Copy,
Oct. 31

Report on Multnomah County Library use by
homeless persons

A joint report released October 31 by the Multnomah County (Oreg.)
Library and Department of County Human Services found that
homeless people constituted 18.6% of the 1,028 library patrons in
downtown Portland and Gresham who participated in a recent survey.
Homeless people represent only 0.61% of the county’s general
population. The report (PDF file) sheds light on how these patrons use
library services and identifies a need for greater access to social
services....
Portland Oregonian, Nov. 1

Seattle now allows guns

Danny Westneat writes: “In November, a new rule takes effect in
Seattle’s public libraries: You’re free to bring your gun into the stacks
with you. The board of the library system voted in mid-October to get
rid of its long-standing ban on guns. The new rule says you can carry
a gun, concealed or otherwise, into any Seattle library, as long as you
don’t do it in a way that ‘demonstrates intent to intimidate another or
that warrants alarm for the safety of other persons.’”...
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Former librarian leaves $8 million gift

A former library director has left an $8 million gift to
Livingston County Library in Chillicothe, Missouri,
where she worked for 10 years. Lillian DesMarias
(right), who died November 24, 2012, left a memorial
contribution in excess of $8 million, the library
announced October 31. The library board voted to
establish the Livingston County Library Charitable
Trust with the funds going to support library services
and programs beyond the library’s annual budget of $500,000....
Chillicothe (Mo.) Constitution-Tribune, Nov. 1

Norfolk’s old Carnegie library is
for sale

Paul Clancy writes: “For a cool $1.1 million,
you can have one of the grandest, most
literarily ostentatious buildings in Norfolk,
Virginia, for an office or home. The city’s
first free public library opened in 1904 in an
extravagant Beaux Arts building. Above lionhead cornices in front and on both sides, the names of classical
authors such as Homer, Virgil, Cicero, and Dante are chiseled, and
the busts of eight of these writers surround the vaulted ceiling inside.
William Shakespeare dominates the view at the top of the marble
stairs.”...
Norfolk Virginian-Pilot, Nov. 3

Bacteria found in wells serving
Virginia Beach library

Water from two wells used by the PungoBlackwater branch (right) of the Virginia Beach
(Va.) Public Library has tested positive for E.
coli bacteria three times in the past six weeks.
The wells also serve a senior center and an
elementary school. The library was closed periodically as officials tried
to identify the source of the infestation and whether the bacteria were
a pathogenic strain....
Norfolk Virginian-Pilot, Nov. 1

New children’s library in
Monterrey, Mexico

Created by the design firm Anagrama, the
new children’s library and cultural center in
Fundidora Park, Monterrey, Mexico, was
designed to encourage children to love
reading and learning. Commissioned by the
state of Nuevo León’s Regional Council for Culture and Art, the library
is located in a former warehouse and features geometric reading
platforms that double as storage for books and as space for children
to play. The bookshelves are covered in carpeting so kids can clamber
over them and have fun while playing, learning, or reading....
PSFK, Nov. 1
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NSA surveillance could fragment
the internet

The industrial scale of online surveillance
revealed by Edward Snowden is leading to the
breakup of the internet as countries scramble to
protect private or commercially sensitive emails
and phone records from UK and US security
services, according to experts and academics.
They say moves by countries, such as Brazil and
Germany, to encourage regional online traffic to be routed locally
rather than through the US are likely to be the first steps in a
fundamental shift in the way the internet works....
The Guardian (UK), Nov. 1

IFLA signs on to human rights and
surveillance document

The International Federation of Library Associations
and Institutions has become a signatory to the
International Principles on the Application of Human
Rights to Communications Surveillance. The
document is the product of a year-long negotiation
process between Privacy International, the Electronic Frontier
Foundation, Access, Human Rights Watch, Reporters Without Borders,
and the Association for Progressive Communications. It consists of 13
principles that have now been endorsed by more than 260
organizations from 77 countries....

IFLA Committee on Freedom of Access to Information and Freedom of Expression, Oct. 30

We’re about to lose net neutrality

Marvin Ammori writes: “Net neutrality is a dead man walking. The
execution date isn’t set, but it could be days, or months (at best). It
won’t survive much longer if the DC Circuit Court strikes down the
law, a rule adopted by the Federal Communications Commission in
2010. Despite eight years of public and political activism by
multitudes fighting for freedom on the internet, a court decision may
soon take it away.”...
Wired: Opinion, Nov. 4

Copyright trolling

Carrie Russell writes: “Copyright trolls can make
every day scarier than Halloween for some
people. Here’s how: Threaten a school or library
by alleging copyright infringement. ‘If you do not
cease the alleged infringing activity, the rights
holder will have no other choice than to take the
matter to court. It would behoove the school or
library to pay a $2,000 fine instead.’ As a result,
libraries settle the issue out of court by paying up
and promising never to do the bad thing again.”...
District Dispatch, Nov. 4

Fair use checklist tool

Jill Hurst-Wahl writes: “The University of Minnesota Libraries have an
interactive tool to help you discern whether a specific use of
copyrighted material would be considered fair use. This tool allows
you to think through your answers and create documentation that can
be saved (and sent via email). The website does not keep any of the
information. This is a tool that is worth bookmarking and using.” The
ALA Office for Information Technology Policy also has a fair use
evaluation tool....
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An academic assesses the arguments for open
access

Kent Anderson writes: “I recently finished reading a long essay by
Daniel Allington, a sociologist, linguist, and book historian living in the
UK. He’s been following the debates about open access in the UK
quite closely, and has written a well-informed piece detailing the
hopes, limitations, and mandates associated with OA. His conclusion?
OA is not the solution.”...
The Scholarly Kitchen, Nov. 5; Daniel Allington, Oct. 15

Libraries in the time of MOOCs

Curtis Kendrick and Irene Gashurov write: “A wave of disruptive
technological changes has hit higher education, forcing us to rethink
the way we teach, learn, and provide educational resources. For
libraries, the growing reach and sheer numbers of massive open
online courses (MOOCs) raise unprecedented challenges and
opportunities. As we try to see our role within this new market, it
might be worth reflecting on our readiness to operate in the
increasingly complex online landscape.”...
Educause Review, Nov. 4

New literacies, learning, and libraries

Eveline Houtman writes: “Our notions of learning and literacy are in
flux. We’re having our own discussions and debates in our workplaces,
at conferences, online, and in the literature. In this article, I look at a
number of conceptual frameworks from other fields that have
something to say to us in the library world. Which frameworks we
choose to draw on matters. Different frameworks raise different
issues, lead us to different questions, and involve different bodies of
research.”...
In the Library with the Lead Pipe, Nov. 6

The deep mission of public libraries

Emily Weak writes: “Why do we have public libraries? Many librarians
today like to talk about themselves as information brokers or
knowledge facilitators. We talk about our skill in finding and
organizing information. And sure, we’ve got those skills. But what we
really do is support literacy. This is our deeper mission.”...
MLISsing in Action, Oct. 28

Go back to the Top

Tech Talk
Google launches virtual field
trips

Field trips generally venture only as far
afield as the local heritage village. Google
wants to offer a more far-reaching
experience, with a new Connected
Classrooms initiative that lets classes take
“virtual field trips” using Google+ Hangouts. So instead of learning
about pioneer times from a local drama student who has to keep the
goat stables clean in addition to infotaining the kids, you’ll check out
the Seattle Aquarium, Minnesota Zoo, or the Philadelphia Museum of
Art. Watch the video (2:02)....
TechCrunch, Nov. 4; Official Google Blog, Nov. 4; YouTube, June 4
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15 useful email addresses

Amit Agarwal writes: “If you have a basic
mobile phone that doesn’t offer apps or even
a decent web browser, you can still upload
and publish content on to your favorite
websites using just the email program on
your phone. Here are some useful email
addresses that you should save in your phone’s address book. These
will also come in handy when you happen to be in a place where
access to certain websites—like Twitter or Facebook—is restricted.”...
Digital Inspiration, Oct. 30

Let go of that laptop

Rick Broida writes: “The laptop killer of
tablets has yet to emerge, but you can still
configure a slate that puts your laptop out to
pasture. With the tablet’s lighter weight,
longer battery life, and near-instant boot-up,
the building blocks of a productivity engine are already there. When it
comes to getting things done, Microsoft’s Surface 2 and Surface Pro 2
tablets have one big advantage over the iOS and Android competition:
namely, the Office productivity suite. But for those of us who have
iOS and Android tablets, other productivity options are available.”...
PC World, Nov. 1

Apple iPad alternatives

Sascha Segan writes: “Apple’s 9.7-inch iPad
is the leading tablet in the US, but the
competition is tougher than ever. Microsoft
now has a genuinely competitive tablet in the
ring with the Surface 2 (right), and Android
tablets no longer look like amateurs. If
you’re shopping for a tablet, especially if you have a Windows
computer or Android phone, it’s time to look at models that might fit
into your lifestyle better than an iPad.”...
PC Magazine, Oct. 31

How to buy a printer

Tony Hoffman and M. David Stone write: “Picking
the right printer can be tough, with so many
variations in features, and individual printers with
almost any possible combination of those
variations available. Here are some questions to
help you home in on both the right type of
printer, and the right printer within that type.”
Here are the top 10 best printers and the 10 best
wireless printers....
PC Magazine, July 17, Oct. 31

Kinect Sign Language Translator

Researchers in China have created the
Kinect Sign Language Translator (right), a
prototype system that understands the
gestures of sign language and converts
them to spoken and written language—and
vice versa. The deaf person is shown
signing, with a written and spoken translation being rendered in realtime, while the system takes the hearing person’s spoken words and
turns them into accurate, understandable signs. The system was a
joint project of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing Union
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University, and Microsoft Research Asia....
Microsoft Research, Oct. 30
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E-Content
DCL ebook report for November

Jamie LaRue writes: “Two things jump out at
me in this Douglas County (Colo.) Libraries
report (PDF file) on libraries and ebooks.
Between September 2012 and November
2013, we’ve gone from 30% to 80%
availability of ebook titles to libraries. That is
most definitely the result of the good work of
ALA. But two areas remain dismal: price and ownership. The average
library ebook price is $45–$50 per title, and libraries don’t own any of
them, even at those prices.”...
AL: E-Content, Nov. 6

Kindle First offers new ebooks a
month early

Eager readers have another good reason to jump into the Kindle
ecosystem. With Amazon’s new Kindle First service, four books will be
available for purchase exclusively on Amazon about one month ahead
of their proper release date. Though multiple titles will be available
each month, readers will only be able to choose one of them. Amazon
Prime members will get their book for free, while everyone else can
purchase theirs for just $1.99....
The Verge, Nov. 1

OCLC and ProQuest partner on ebook collection
management

A new collaboration between OCLC and ProQuest automates the
process to keep ebook holdings from ebrary and the Ebook Library
up-to-date in WorldCat and library catalogs, and offers current links
to library users for easy access to those titles. The initiative supports
demand-driven acquisition workflow and ebook access. Libraries can
now request that ebrary and EBL provide OCLC with holdings data for
purchased collections and DDA repositories....
OCLC, Nov. 4

Time to experiment with new
models?

Jack W. Perry writes: “The Book Industry Study Group recently
released Report Two of Consumer Attitudes towards eBook Reading,
Volume 4, which indicates that in the past year, ebook sales have
flattened out at 30% of units and 15% of dollars. As with most
industries, there is an initial period of hypergrowth and then it slows
down to a natural pattern. The majority of ebook sales are still via
traditional sites Amazon, B&N Nook, and Apple. As these markets
flatten out, is it time to look at other models for further growth?”...
Digital Book World, Oct. 30, Nov. 3; Book Industry Study Group, Oct. 29

Five free ebook templates from
HubSpot

Phi Tran writes: “Publishing your own ebooks
can be a daunting task, especially if you don’t have layout ideas or
know enough design software. To help you publish your ebook on a
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budget, we’re sharing this useful set of five basic ebook templates
from the advertising gurus at HubSpot. They are perfect for those
who don’t have the time or money to create a unique design for a
new ebook.”...
Appnewser, Nov. 4

Go back to the Top

Books & Reading
Big books are still popular

Stuart Jeffries writes: “The young woman opposite
me on the tube last week was lost in Donna
Tartt’s new 771-page novel, The Goldfinch. She
personified the truth that attention deficit disorder
is a lie. She was about halfway through, and the
covers kept springing back in defiance of her
struggling fingers. Why didn’t she read Tartt as an
ebook? The fact is, books are getting longer, even
as articles moaning about our declining attention
spans are getting more frequent.”...
The Guardian (UK), Nov. 5

A confession of faith in books

Barbara Fister writes: “Part one: Confession. I am a book person. I
read a lot of them. I own a lot of them and give a lot of them away. I
really like being in the stacks of my library, even though sometimes
what I’m doing there is deciding which books shouldn’t be there. I am
a book person who thinks it’s time libraries did something about the
future of books, because I’m one of those weirdos who thinks books
matter. The scholarship inside the books. Books that do something to
help us understand this world better.”...
Inside Higher Ed: Library Babel Fish, Oct. 31

25 contemporary American novels

Elizabeth DiEmanuele writes: “Contemporary American
literature is subversive. It contains an element of the
surreal—bizarre names, plots, and consistent, biting
commentary. Primarily postmodernist, these works not
only question cultural inconsistencies, they allow such
inconsistencies to unfold naturally within the narrative.
As a result, contemporary American literature
continues the pattern of highly politicized fiction
popularized in the 18th and 19th centuries, along with
the thought-provoking philosophical questions of the 20th-century
Modernist movement.” And here is a list of 25 contemporary British
novels....
Qwiklit, Oct. 31, Nov. 1

50 incredibly tough books for extreme
readers

Emily Temple writes: “November seems like the time
to take on the heftiest reading on your list. And let’s
face the facts: Some books are only for the toughest
readers on the block, the Sylvester Stallones of
literature. So for those of you who count yourself
tough, here’s a list of books for you: some absurdly
long, some notoriously difficult, some with intense or
upsetting subject matter but blindingly brilliant prose,
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and some packed into formations that require extra effort or mind
expansion.”...
Flavorwire, Nov. 4

A guide to YA angels

Diane Colson writes: “In recent years, we’ve seen
countless permutations of teen characters with
paranormal qualities. Perhaps it was inevitable that
angels, traditionally sacred creatures busy with the
work of God, should be incorporated into YA fiction.
Hierarchies of angelic responsibilities were created
centuries ago by at least four major religions:
Christian, Jewish, Islamic, and Zoroastrian. It’s
interesting to see what sort of worlds are created for
today’s teen angels.”...
YALSA The Hub, Nov. 4

New technologies and storytelling

The internet has changed (and keeps changing) how we live today—
how we find love, make money, communicate with, and mislead one
another. Writers in a variety of genres tell us what these new
technologies mean for storytelling. For example, author Marisha Pessl
writes: “The writer’s mandate is to dig deeper inside our wired world
to find the mystery, the darkness and dislocation. The good news is
that the core realities of our world have not changed: People are still
impossible and strange.”...
New York Times: Sunday Book Review, Oct. 31

Dealing with death

Libby Gorman writes: “As for many other difficult
topics, there are tons of YA books that look death
squarely in the face. In many cases, it’s just by
including the death of a beloved character or having
the protagonist face the very real possibility of death
(The Hunger Games, anyone?). However, if you, like
me, sometimes need to wrestle with death beyond
acknowledging that it’s part of life, consider one of the
following.” There are also YA novels in which
characters are haunted by the death of a friend....
YALSA The Hub, Nov. 1, 5

Young marriage in YA literature

Sarah Debraski and Mia Cabana write: “This is a joint
post about marriage in young adult literature.
Romance, problems, college, family drama, addiction,
and identity are all pretty common themes in YA lit,
but marriage is definitely not. The longer we reflected
on this topic, the more we realized that we really
couldn’t find many realistic stories about young adults
preparing for their weddings or marriage. Then we
started to wonder why.”...
YALSA The Hub, Nov. 1

Kid lit about American Indians

Debbie Reese writes: “At a conference held at the
University of Wisconsin’s Cooperative Children’s Book
Center in the early 1990s, James Ransome was asked
why he had not illustrated any books with American
Indian characters. His response, in short, was
something to the effect of, ‘I haven’t held their
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babies.’ He captured what it means to really engage
with a people whose history and culture are not one’s
own. In this column, I’ve made an effort to include
non-Native authors who have succeeded in forging the meaningful
bonds to which Ransome alluded.”...
School Library Journal, Nov. 5

Tote bags for the bookish

Kelly Jensen writes: “I love a good tote bag.
That’s all I carry my books in. When I
moved across country a few years ago, I
ended up buying about 50 reusable tote bags
from the local grocery store and stored all of
my books in them. Fortunately, there are
tons and tons of awesome tote bags for the bookish. Check out these
seven awesome literary tote bags to lug your to-read piles with you
either to work or across the world.” See more bookish accessories on
the American Libraries Library Fashionista Pinterest board....
Book Riot, Nov. 5

Go back to the Top

Tips & Ideas
Libraries to the rescue

One year after Hurricane Sandy struck
the northeast US, the Free for All Project
has put together a short video (4:32) on
how the Queens (N.Y.) Library stepped in
to provide basic services for its
devastated communities. People came to
the library branches for information, food, clothes, power, and
bookmobile service....
YouTube, Oct. 30

A parade of bookmobile images

Vincze Miklós writes: “There are few things
that can match the pleasure of walking into a
building filled with books. But these
bookmobiles, book boats, and beasts of book
burden have brought the joys of reading to
people who couldn’t easily access brick-andmortar libraries.” For example, on the right,
this ca. 1950s Indonesian mobile library, courtesy of the
Tropenmuseum in Amsterdam. For more bookmobile pix, see the
American Libraries Bookmobiles Pinterest board....
io9, Nov. 4

The first online bookmobile

Orty Ortwein writes: “In July 1985, the city of
Westminster, Colorado, became the first in the
country to have a bookmobile with an online
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computer. There was no internet as such, but
the librarian could access the library’s
mainframe from the bookmobile itself. This
gave bookmobile patrons the ability to instantly access the library’s
electronic catalog remotely.”...
Bookmobiles: A History, Nov. 3

Top 12 ways to be a bad selector

Marge Loch-Wouters writes: “Most of us love the
collection development parts of our job. But
sometimes it can also get overwhelming, and we
make decisions that seem to work in the short run
but have implications in the long run. The rabbit
hole of poor selection decisions can get pretty deep. Are these some
of your problem areas or models that management or coworkers
expect for your department?” Don’t miss Part 2....
Tiny Tips for Library Fun, Nov. 1, 4

Another day, another bad deal

Jenica Rogers writes: “I had a brief email
conversation with one of our vendor-service
middlemen. What started as something that
was presented to us as a classic Big Deal
package became less clear and less acceptable.
There were a ton of details, not all of which are
relevant, interesting, or worth repeating. But
one part is: We declined to resubscribe to Sage’s Premier or All
Access packages because we do not have faith in the pricing model.
When I vented about the experience to a group of librarians, one
made a very good point: We brought this on ourselves.” Be sure to
read Part 2....
Attempting Elegance, Oct. 30, Nov. 1

External and internal job candidates

Eva Davis writes: “I’ve noticed an increase in librarian job postings,
which I think means that we are entering an economic recovery. Now
that the hiring freezes are thawing somewhat, library workers are
finally getting the opportunity to move up in their libraries. When we
post, it is either an internal posting for a week followed by a wider
external posting, or a simultaneous posting, inside and out.”...
Library Lost and Found, Nov. 6

Getting started with readers’ advisory

Beth Saxton writes: “Readers’ advisory (RA) is
finding the right book for a patron at the right
time. We can use the same methods to provide a
similar service to the users of the library’s other
collections including music and video (media
advisory of all types is becoming more important
as libraries focus on service and community
building rather than physical collections), but to
keep our examples simple I’m going to focus on books today.”...
Letters to a Young Librarian, Oct. 31

Juvenile ex-offenders need libraries too

Marybeth Zeman writes: “As a teacher, sometime librarian, and
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present-day counselor in a jail’s school program, I work with
teenagers, ages 16 to 21, many of them only recently discovering
that they like to read. Our jail school offers them a little rolling library
on wheels with a limited selection that we hope will make it into next
year’s budget. Even then, I know that I keep them busy and
interested in reading. The public library can offer them so much more
when they are released.”...
Public Libraries Online, Nov. 4

A wall of inspiring documentaries

Joyce Valenza writes: “If you know any high
school teachers who regularly teach with film or
work with learners on building media literacy,
you’ll want to share Films for Action and its
Wall of Films. This fascinating curation effort
moves beyond mainstream film to gather a
matrix of more than 500 documentaries,
selected for their ability to shift awareness and
inspire action. All are free to view online.”...
School Library Journal: NeverEndingSearch, Nov. 2

Give thanks for storytime

Abby Johnson writes: “It’s November, and
Thanksgiving is definitely on the minds of our local
preschool and daycare teachers. We always get
requests for Thanksgiving storytimes this month, so
I wanted to share some storytime ideas today in
case you need a little inspiration. Turkey flannel
activities (right) provide great practice with
colors.”...
ALSC Blog, Nov. 6

Tips for organizing a library teen festival

Eleanor Guldbeck writes: “Young adult librarians all have experience
putting together fun, quirky, and amazing programs for teens. The
trick is to bundle these activities together on one day, make them
bigger, better, and louder, and add a few extra special events. I want
to share with you some of the tips we have learned over the
years.”...
YALSA Blog, Nov. 5

I Like Big Bundts 2013

Mary the Food Librarian writes: “It’s that
special time of year. Days are shorter.
Leaves change color. But for me, it’s Bundt
season. National Bundt Day is November 15
(I don’t know who made up this food
holiday, but I thank them for it) and I like
to celebrate. In 2009, 2010, and 2011, I
posted 30 days of Bundts to get you in the mood. I had to take last
year off, but this year I will do a lite version with 15 days of Bundts
leading up to the awesome National Bundt Day on November 15.”...
The Food Librarian, Nov. 1

How to erase yourself from the internet

Andrew Tarantola writes: “If your growing weariness of being
constantly tethered to the internet has become overwhelming, it
might be time to scrub your personal presence from the social media
sphere altogether. Here’s how you can become a ghost on the
internet, by tracking down and eliminating your digital past. Start with
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the four largest social media sites on the planet—Facebook, Twitter,
Google+, and LinkedIn.”...
Gizmodo, Nov. 2

Library markings from looted books

Mitch Fraas writes: “Here at Penn, the rare books
cataloging team has been working for the past
several years to put images of bookplates,
bookstamps, and other provenance markings online
in order to facilitate identification of former owners
and libraries. Thanks to the project, I’ve become
increasingly interested in how digital tools might
help scholars reconstruct historical libraries and networks of texts.”...
Mapping Books, Oct. 10

Frankenstein manuscript now online

The New York Public Library teamed up with the
University of Maryland’s Institute for Technology
in the Humanities to digitize Mary Wollstonecraft
Shelley’s two surviving notebooks that contain
most of her classic 1818 novel Frankenstein—
complete with edits by Percy Bysshe Shelley, her
poet husband. Making this text click-accessible for a modern audience
is only the first step for the Shelley-Godwin Archive, which hopes to
digitize the entire oeuvre of Percy and Mary, as well as her parents,
William Godwin and Mary Wollstonecraft....
Gizmodo, Oct. 31; New York Times: Arts Beat, Oct. 30

The 10 largest libraries in China

Libraries are humans’ most successful
attempt in democratizing knowledge and
tend to be the epicenter of activity in every
neighborhood where they are located. Here
is a list of the 10 biggest libraries in China.
The National Library of China is at the top,
followed by the Shanghai and Nanjing (right)
municipal libraries....
China Whisper, Nov. 3

Spooktakular Trunk or Treat
2013

The East Bank Regional branch of the
Jefferson Parish (La.) Library held a
Halloween event on October 26. Copresented by Tulane Pediatrics, the event
was designed to be a safe trick-or-treating
event for kids. A haunted house in the meeting rooms provided
endless fun, while cars and trucks in the parking lot provided many
treats. Watch the video (4:12), hosted by JPL Information Specialist
Daniel Gitlin....
YouTube, Oct. 29

It’s Library Time

Staffers at the Topeka and Shawnee
County (Kans.) Public Library celebrated
the opening of their new Kids Library on
October 12 with a musical number
(2:29), “It’s Library Time.” The lyrics
were written by Jean Marshall (youth services), who also played bass.
The other performers were Kyler Carpenter (youth services) on guitar
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and vocals, David Lee King (digital services) on drums, and Rob
Banks (chief operating officer) on keyboard....
YouTube, Nov. 5

Go back to the Top
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American Libraries Online
President’s Letter: Innovating, one step
at a time

Barbara K. Stripling writes: “Have you noticed a tidal
change in public perception about the future of
libraries? I certainly have. I rarely hear the gloom-anddoom question from a reporter, ‘Do libraries have a
future in this age of technology?’ Now I am asked,
‘Libraries seem to be changing in interesting ways.
What’s happening?’ ALA will be offering a series of webinars this
winter that feature innovative transformational programs.”...
American Libraries column, Nov./Dec.

Treasurer’s Letter: ALA dollars and sense

Mario González writes: “This is my first column as
ALA’s new treasurer, and I would like to use this
opportunity to share with you my overall observations
about ALA’s current financial situation. Despite the
recession, ALA is a financially viable and financially
solvent organization. While our membership numbers
are slightly lower than they were at the beginning of
the recession, membership continues to be steady and strong.”...
American Libraries column, Nov./Dec.

On My Mind: Start-up librarian

Cen Campbell writes: “Today’s librarian is a combination
of traditional skills and advanced technological knowhow. The things we learned in library school
(bibliographic control, readers’ advisory, and outreach)
are hot commodities in high-tech environments. Many
new librarians have an aptitude for new technologies
that make us the people who can bridge the gap
between producers and consumers. But you probably won’t see any
postings for these kinds of jobs because they may not even exist yet.
You might have to create them yourself.”...
American Libraries column, Nov./Dec.
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2014 Midwinter
Meeting and Exhibits,
Philadelphia, January 24–
28. Author, literacy
champion, and one of the
world’s bestselling
authors, David Baldacci
is Auditorium Speaker on
Sunday, January 26, 10–
11 a.m. Hear him talk
about why “virtually none
of the major issues we
face as a nation today can
be successfully overcome
until we eradicate
illiteracy.”
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Next AL Live: Tablets and mobile apps

Personal electronic devices are the topic of discussion in the upcoming
episode of American Libraries Live, a free, streaming video broadcast
that you can view from your home, library, or on the go. Tune in at 2
p.m. Eastern time on November 14 for this 60-minute discussion.
Moderator Heather Moorefield-Lang will lead a panel that includes
Bohyun Kim, David Lee King, and Katherine Messier....
American Libraries, Nov. 4

Go back to the Top

ALA News
ALA launches Policy Revolution!

The Office for Information Technology Policy has begun work on a
national public policy agenda and action plan for US libraries with
nearly $1 million in support from a grant from the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation. The three-year Policy Revolution! initiative includes
three major components: establishing policy priorities, engaging
decision makers and influencers to advance policy goals, and
upgrading ALA advocacy practice and capabilities for long-term
sustainability. One important activity will be to train library policy
advocates to supplement the work of ALA staff....
District Dispatch, Nov. 12

Digital Inclusion Survey extended

Public libraries nationwide are encouraged to
participate in the Digital Inclusion Survey. The
deadline has been extended to November 22.
The survey will highlight the unique attributes of
public library service in the areas of digital
literacy, economic and workforce development,
health and wellness, civic engagement, e-government, and public
access to the internet....
Office for Research and Statistics, Nov. 12

ALA urges swift action on e-rate reforms

ALA urges the Federal Communications Commission to swiftly reform
the federal E-rate program so that our nation’s learners are
connected to high-capacity broadband through libraries and schools.
In reply comments (PDF file) filed with the Commission November 7,
ALA reaffirmed its earlier call to increase available funding and
simplify the application process....
Office for Information Technology Policy, Nov. 7

ALA, others oppose anti–public access language in
FIRST Act (PDF file)

ALA, ACRL, and nine other organizations wrote a letter on November
8 to Rep. Larry Bucshon (R-Ind.), chairman of the House
Subcommittee on Research and Technology, to oppose language in
the proposed “Frontiers in Innovation, Research, Science, and
Technology Act of 2013,” or the FIRST Act. The language calls for
access to articles reporting on federally funded research to be
restricted for up to three years after initial publication....
Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition, Nov. 8

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2013/november/111313-2.htm[7/17/2014 9:18:33 AM]

Set against a broad
historical backdrop,
the sixth edition of
The Information
Society by John P.
Feather explores the
information revolution
that continues to
gather pace, as the
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Thousands will play games on
November 16

On November 16, communities across the US
and around the world will celebrate ALA’s
sixth annual International Games Day @ your
library. This year there will be participants
from all over the world on all seven continents (including Antarctica,
see map) playing a wide variety of games. International Games Day
allows communities to join together in play on a specified day each
year at their library to combine their love of games with their love for
libraries....
Games and Gaming Round Table, Nov. 12; International Games Day, Nov. 6

Southern Connecticut’s accreditation

At its meeting at the 2013 ALA Annual Conference in Chicago, the
Committee on Accreditation voted to withdraw accreditation from the
MLS program offered by Southern Connecticut State University. The
program had held conditional accreditation status since June 2010. On
October 27, the ALA Executive Board concurred with a
recommendation of an Appeal Review Committee to uphold the
decision to withdraw accreditation....

understanding and
management of
information becomes
even more important
in a world where data
can be transmitted in a
split second. This
latest edition of this
standard work has
been fully updated to
take account of the
changing landscape
and technological
developments since
2008. NEW! From
ALA Editions.

Office for Accreditation, Nov. 11

Librarians learn tools for change at
Public Innovators Lab

Todd Stephens (right), county librarian of Spartanburg
County (S.C.) Public Libraries, participated in October
in a three-day Public Innovators Lab in Washington,
D.C. hosted by ALA and the Harwood Institute for
Public Innovation. He writes: “Rich Harwood—the head
of the institute—stood before 65 library leaders and challenged us to
turn outward and engage the communities we serve in thoughtful
conversations.”...
Harwood Institute: Redeeming Hope Blog, Nov.

The spirit of ALA’s Library War
Service

Larry Nix writes: “In 1919 after the end of
World War I, ALA published a small book
titled Books at Work in the War during the
Armistice and after, in which ALA tells the
story in words and pictures of its role in
providing library services to the US armed
forces. One of the more dramatic illustrations in this publication is an
image of a painting (right) by magazine illustrator Denman Fink
(1880–1956) of one soldier reading to another soldier who is in a
wheelchair and whose eyes are covered with bandages.”...
Library History Buff Blog, Nov. 11

2013 revision of RDA now in print

The newest print accumulation of RDA: Resource
Description and Access is now available. RDA:
Resource Description and Access Print—2013 Revision
(includes July 2013 Updates) contains: a full
accumulation of RDA, the most current RDA, and
reworded RDA. This full-text print version of RDA offers
a snapshot that serves as an offline access point to
help solo and part-time catalogers evaluate RDA, as well as to
support training and classroom use in any size institution. Sign up for
information about free trials, special introductory offers, and product
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Libraries
on Film

Traxx (1988). Shadoe
Stevens as vigilante
and designer-cookie
baker Traxx makes
love to a woman in a
library in Hadleyville,
Texas, disrupting the
card catalog.
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updates....

ALA Digital Reference, Nov. 12

Reinventing the library for online
education

Have changes such as cloud computing, search
engines, the Semantic Web, and mobile applications
rendered traditional academic library services and
functions unnecessary? Can the academic library
effectively reimagine itself as a virtual institution?
Frederick Stielow, who led the library program of the
online university American Public University System,
argues that it can in Reinventing the Library for Online
Education, published by ALA Editions....
ALA Editions, Nov. 8

Measuring and improving library
services

Summarizing specific tools for measuring service
quality alongside tips for using these tools most
effectively, The Quality Infrastructure: Measuring,
Analyzing, and Improving Library Services, published
by ALA Editions, helps libraries of all kinds take a
programmatic approach to library service assessment.
In this collection of case studies, editor Sarah Anne
Murphy and her team of contributors describe how
quality assessment programs have been implemented and how they
are used to continuously improve service at a complete cross-section
of institutions....
ALA Editions, Nov. 12

Go back to the Top

A Tree Grows in
Brooklyn (1945).
Peggy Ann Garner as
13-year-old Francie
Nolan goes to a
Brooklyn library in the
1900s, determined to
read every book in call
number order. Lillian
Bronson is uncredited
as the children’s
librarian.

The Tree, the Mayor,
and the Médiathèque
[L’arbre, le maire, et
la médiathèque]
(1993, France). The
leftist mayor of a small
town (Pascal Greggory
as Julien Dechaumes)
wants to build a
médiathèque (a
combination theater,
cinema, sports
complex, and library)
to revitalize the
community, but
competing ideologies
interfere.

Featured review: Adult nonfiction
Gordon, Robert. Respect Yourself: Stax
Records and the Soul Explosion. Nov. 2013.
480p. Illus. Bloomsbury, hardcover (978-159691-577-3).
Say “Stax Records” and certain names may
come to mind: Otis Redding, Sam and Dave,
Booker T. and the M.G.’s, Isaac Hayes.
Others may think of the guitarist Steve
Cropper and bassist Donald “Duck” Dunn or
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Twixt (2011). Val
Kilmer as down-onhis-luck mystery writer
Hall Baltimore goes to
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the producer Chips Moman. Stax was the
epitome of southern soul. These people and many others are
all part of the Stax story as described in music writer and
filmmaker Gordon’s wonderful cultural history of not only a
record company but also the city of Memphis itself. But it is
also the story of America writ large: of racism and
segregation, of civil rights and riots in the street, of President
Lyndon Johnson and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr....

Core collection: The blues

Donna Seaman writes: “Albert Murray,
a delving, clarifying, and dazzling
critic, essayist, and novelist who died at age 97 this past
August, was the world’s most discerning and eloquent
champion of the blues idiom, both as a bedrock musical art
form and a guiding philosophical perspective. In Stomping the
Blues (in the list of eight titles that follow), Murray explains
the blues’ essence: ‘It is the disposition to persevere (based
on a tragic, or, better still, an epic sense of life) that blues
music at its best not only embodies but stylizes, extends,
elaborates, and refines into art.’ Murray’s testimony to the
primacy of the blues inspired this core list of blues histories,
overviews, and group portraits.”...

It’s only rock and roll but
we like it

the Swann Valley
Public Library to
research the odd
history of the
Chickering Hotel,
where Edgar Allen Poe
once stayed. Library
Assistant Lucy Bunter
helps him because the
librarian (Dorothy
Tchelistcheff as Miss
Gladys) is asleep.
This AL Direct feature
describes hundreds of films
(and some TV shows) in
which libraries and librarians
are featured, from 1912 to
the present. The full list is a
Web Extra associated with
The Whole Library
Handbook 5, edited by
George M. Eberhart and
published by ALA Editions.
You can browse the films on
our Libraries on Film
Pinterest board.

Donna Seaman writes: “Hunting
without hope for something worth watching on the zillions of
channels my satellite dish pulls in from the ether, I perked up
when a Brooklyn band, the Men, appeared on the screen. Their
high-energy jamming affirms the undiminished vitality and
impact of rock and roll—sexy, kinetic, soul-searching music
forged from the blues idiom, accelerated beats, and boneshaking amplification. In recognition of rock’s universal
resonance and pervasive mythology, we present an album’s
worth of rock novels that explore the music’s highs and
lows.”...

@

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
Go back to the Top

Philadelphia Update

Career Leads
from

How to fund a conference trip

Natalia Tabisaura writes: “You’re sold on the idea of going to the next
ALA conference, but where will the funds come from? It’s easy to say
you want to go, but with a place to stay, food, and transportation to
consider, the price tag becomes daunting. You can find conference
funding in a myriad of unexpected (and expected) places. Here are a
few strategies for getting the financial support to get that welleducated tush of yours to the next conference.”...
YALSA Blog, Nov. 7

The 10 best books on Philadelphia

Christopher Wink writes: “Let me show you the 10
books you should read if you’re from, living in, or going
to the Philadelphia region, including a handful that you
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Japanese Studies
Librarian, University of
Chicago. Select
materials in all formats,
including electronic
resources, both in
Japanese language and
those on Japanese
studies in Western
languages; develop a
long-term acquisitions
policy to support
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should read regardless of geography. If you get tricked
into believing there are no true must-reads from
Philadelphia, then you haven’t scoured the shelves
enough.” Wink’s longer list is here. GoodReads and
Philly Fiction also have some suggestions....
Christopher Wink, Sept. 29, 2008; GoodReads; Philly Fiction

The Mummers Museum

The Mummers Museum, at 1100 South 2nd Street,
opened in 1976 and is dedicated to the
Philadelphia celebration of the new year, especially
the city’s Mummers Parade, perhaps the oldest folk
festival in the US. The museum houses a rich
collection of mummers’ paraphernalia and
memorabilia, including spectacular costumes, a few
of which date back to the turn of the 20th century.
In case you were wondering, “mummer” comes
from the Old French momer, to wear a mask. The museum is about
25 minutes away from the Convention Center on public
transportation....

teaching and research
needs; manage the
acquisitions budget
allocated; and serve as
a liaison to Japanese
studies faculty and
students. Provide
reference services and
bibliographical
instruction for faculty
and students regarding
the Library’s services
and its resources.
Perform original
cataloging for Japanese
materials in all
formats....

Mummers Museum

Rittenhouse Square

Rittenhouse Square is one of the five original
open-space parks planned by William Penn
and his surveyor Thomas Holme during the
late 17th century in central Philadelphia.
Renamed in 1825 for astronomer, clockmaker,
inventor, and first director of the US Mint
David Rittenhouse, the square has been the
centerpiece of the wealthiest area in the city since just after the Civil
War and is a good place for outdoor people-watching. The park is just
one mile southwest of the Convention Center....

@

More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week

Friends of Rittenhouse Square

Air-travel etiquette

Stephanie Rosembloom writes: “Forget paying extra for more legroom
seats. These days I’d pay to sit next to someone who keeps his socks
on. On recent flights I’ve had bare feet beside me, on the back of my
armrest, on the bulkhead in front of me. Yet barefoot flying is merely
one example of how public space, especially in airports and on
airplanes, is rapidly transforming into more personal and intimate
territory.”...
New York Times, Oct. 29

How to make your airport
experience more fun

Alan Henry writes: “Those of us who have
been flying for a while may remember when
heading to the airport was definitely an
adventure—it was a place you didn’t go often,
and it was full of sights and sounds you didn’t
get to experience frequently. Watching the planes take off and all of
the food and gift shops were fun, not a chore to slog through on the
way between security and your gate. It can be that way again, even
if the odds (and the airlines themselves) are stacked against you.”...
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The Southeast Asia
Digital Library,
administered by
Northern Illinois
University Libraries,
provides educators,
students, scholars, and
members of the public
with a wide variety of
materials published or
otherwise produced in
Southeast Asia. Drawn
largely from the
collections of
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Lifehacker, Nov. 13

Go back to the Top

Division News
Nation’s school library leaders meet

As schools integrate technologies to meet college
and career readiness standards, it becomes
increasingly important for educational decision
makers to recognize the value of school libraries and librarians in
ensuring 21st-century literacy skills. School librarians from across the
country will meet November 14–17, in Hartford, Connecticut, for
AASL’s 16th National Conference to explore their roles as education
leaders within a diverse academic landscape....
AASL, Nov. 12

All-stars coming to PLA 2014 Conference

universities and
individual scholars in
this region, SEADL
contains digital
facsimiles of books
and manuscripts, as
well as multimedia
materials and
searchable indexes of
additional Southeast
Asian resources.
Nations represented in
the collection include
Brunei, Cambodia, East
Timor, Indonesia,
Laos, Malaysia,
Myanmar, the
Philippines, Singapore,
Thailand, and Vietnam.

The speaker slate is filled to the brim for the PLA
2014 Conference, March 11–15, in Indianapolis.
Bookending the conference at the Opening and Closing
Sessions are Bryan Stevenson and David Sedaris. New
at PLA 2014 will be the Big Idea Series, with such
thought-provoking speakers as Simon Sinek and Amy
Cuddy. Author Lunches will feature Richard Ford, Jane
Pauley, and John Green. Early Bird Registration ends January 10....

Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site, Check out
our Featured Digital
Libraries Pinterest board.

Registration is open for ALSC National
Institute

Noted and
Quoted

PLA, Nov. 12

Registration for the 2014 ALSC National Institute
opened November 11. The conference, themed
“Expanding Our Worlds, Creating Community,” will
be held September 18–20 in Oakland, California.
Prospective attendees will enjoy significant savings
when they register before May 30....
ALSC, Nov. 8

Registration opens for 2014 Día program
registry

ALSC invites librarians to register their 2014 El día de
los niños / El día de los libros (Children’s Day/Book
Day) programs in the Día National Program Registry.
By doing so, libraries build a searchable database that
showcases all types and sizes of Día programming that will display in
both the map and database format. The registry will allow libraries to
share program information with each other and members of the
public interested in learning more about Día programs happening
around the country. Libraries that register will also receive Día
stickers, buttons, and bookmarks (while supplies last)....
ALSC, Nov. 12

LITA Forum keynotes

LITA Forum 2013 concluded November 10 in Louisville, Kentucky.
Archived streams of the three keynote presentations (by Travis Good,
Nate Hill, and Emily Gore) are now available on Ustream....
Library Journal: InfoDocket, Nov. 10
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“Passing through
stacks of books fills
me with desire: to
read, to write, to
have written.
Sometimes I envy
books, for how good
or how popular they
are. I am afraid that
books are losing
their place in the
culture, that even
the most beloved of
books will pass into
another media that
isn’t such an
intimate part of my
own history. I am
shaken with hope for
what I might
experience in
reading, and what a
book might do in the
minds of the world.”
—Novelist Susan Stinson,
writer-in-residence, Forbes
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Graphic Novel Reading Lists

ALSC has created a set of Graphic Novel Reading
Lists intended for children from kindergarten
through 8th grade. Three separate lists are
available for students in kindergarten to 2nd
grade, 3rd to 5th grade, and 6th to 8th grade.
PDFs of the book lists are available online in full
color or black and white and are free to download,
copy, and distribute. Libraries can customize the
lists with their own information and programs
before printing and distributing....
ALSC, Nov. 11

PLA offers members-only webinar with
Nancy Pearl

On November 20, PLA will host the fourth annual
“Books That Make Great Gifts with Nancy Pearl,”
exclusively for PLA members. This free webinar
features readers’ advisory ideas that members can use
for themselves and share with their patrons. During
the hour-long presentation, Pearl (right) will share her
selections of some must-read adult books. She’ll also provide a
downloadable handout of the recommendations for easy sharing with
patrons....
PLA, Nov. 8

Create engaged and motivated staff

Staff are the cornerstone of any successful library.
Learn how to maximize this incredible resource with
the upcoming webinar, “Creating Engaged and
Motivated Staff: From Expectations to Excellence,”
presented by PLA on December 11. Experienced
and engaging instructors Brenda Hough and
Stephanie Gerding will discuss successful models of
competencies, setting expectations, and assessing staff skills. The
deadline to register is December 9....
PLA, Nov. 8

Webinar on partnerships for literacy

When it comes to teaching children how to read,
both libraries and schools are crucial educators.
What happens when you combine the literacy
power of libraries and schools? Find out during
the one-hour webinar, “Partners in Literacy: How
Schools and Public Libraries Can Work Together,”
hosted by PLA on December 4. The deadline to register is December
2....
PLA, Nov. 8

School librarians and the Common Core

AASL, in partnership with Achieve, has released an
action brief (PDF file) on the role of school librarians
in the implementation of the Common Core State
Standards. The brief was designed not only for school
librarians who are supporting higher standards for
student learning, but also for school leaders as they
rethink and reenvision the role that the library can
and should play in a major school initiative....
AASL, Nov. 12
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Library, Northampton,
Massachusetts, “Library
Affections,” Library As
Incubator Project, Nov. 8.
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More quotes...

Calendar
Nov. 18–22:

American Education
Week.

Nov. 20:

NISO Virtual
Conference, “WebScale Discovery
Services: Transforming
Access to Library
Services.”

Dec. 9–10:

Coalition for
Networked
Information, Fall
Membership Meeting,
Capital Hilton,
Washington, D.C.

Dec. 9–15:

Computer Science
Education Week.

Dec. 15–18:

Association for
Information
Systems, International
Conference on
Information Systems,
Milan, Italy.
“Reshaping Society
Through Information
Systems Design.”

Jan. 24:

Bibliographic Society
of America, Annual
Meeting, New York
City.

Feb. 5–7:

Atmospheric Science
Librarians
International, Annual
Conference, Atlanta.
“Extreme Libraries:
Atmospheric
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How to start a school library Friends group

United for Libraries has made available a free toolkit geared toward
school librarians looking to create a Friends of the Library group.
“Friends Groups: Critical Support for School Libraries” (PDF file) offers
tips on gaining school support; raising the profile of the school
library; generating excitement; establishing a Friends group of
parents, faculty, and community members; and creating a student
Friends group....
United for Libraries, Nov. 12

Preservation activities survey

“A Survey of Preservation Activities in
Cultural Heritage Institutions: FY2012” is a
pilot survey coordinated by the ALCTS
Preservation and Reformatting Section
completed by 62 cultural heritage institutions
with preservation activities. The report
examines how these organizations are
administering both traditional and digital preservation programs and
chronicles their preventive measures. It also assesses trends in the
preservation programs of academic and research libraries since
2007....
ALCTS, Nov. 8

ALSC, ALCTS, YALSA choose Emerging Leaders

ALSC announced Soraya Silverman-Montano of the Las Vegas–Clark
County (Nev.) Library District as its representative in the 2014
Emerging Leader program. Katy DiVittorio, serials acquisitions
specialist at Auraria Library in Denver, was selected as the ALCTS
sponsored Emerging Leader for 2014. Dolly Goyal, teen services
librarian at the Belmont branch of the San Mateo County (Calif.)
Library, was chosen by YALSA....
ALSC, ALCTS, Nov. 8; YALSA, Nov. 14
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Awards & Grants
Gale Cengage Learning Financial Development
Award

Do you know of a library that has had a successful library financial
development program? Recognize this successful project with a
nomination for the Gale Cengage Learning Financial Development
Award. The award includes $2,500 and a 24k gold-framed citation.
Nominations are due by December 2....
Office of ALA Governance, Nov. 11

Ken Haycock Award

ALA is currently accepting nominations for the Ken Haycock Award for
Promoting Librarianship. The award honors an individual who has
contributed significantly to the public recognition and appreciation of
librarianship through professional performance, teaching, or writing.
The deadline is December 2....

Information
Professionals in Stormy
Times.”

Apr. 9–13:

Society of
Architectural
Historians, Annual
Conference, Austin,
Texas.

Apr. 30–
May 3:

American Society for
Indexing, Annual
Conference,
Charleston, South
Carolina.

May 16–21:

Medical Library
Association, Annual
Meeting and Exhibition,
Hyatt Regency
Chicago. “Building Our
Information Future.”

May 18–21:

American Alliance of
Museums, Annual
Meeting and
MuseumExpo, Seattle.
“The Innovation Edge.”

May 29–30:

Academic Libraries
2014, Michigan Library
Association, Kellogg
Center, Michigan State
University, East
Lansing.

June 18–21:

American Theological
Library Association,
Annual Conference,
New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary.
“Experience the
Extraordinary.”

@

More...

Office of ALA Governance, Nov. 11

United for Libraries Trustee Citation

United for Libraries is accepting applications for the ALA Trustee
Citation through December 3. The ALA Trustee Citation honors the
best contributions and efforts of the estimated 60,000 American
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citizens who serve on library boards. To apply, visit the United for
Libraries website....
United for Libraries, Nov. 12

Ten Spectrum Scholars receive PLA travel grant

PLA has awarded 10 PLA Conference Travel Grants to Spectrum
Scholars LaToya Devezin, Claudia Flores, Gloria Jertberg, William
Langston, Sarah Hashemi Scott, Eimmy Solis, Victoria Thomas, Jade
Valenzuela, Marco Veyna-Reyes, and Sophie Young. The grants
provide $1,000 for travel and housing to the PLA 2014 Conference,
March 11–15, in Indianapolis....
PLA, Nov. 8

AL Direct is a free electronic
newsletter emailed every
Wednesday to personal
members of the American
Library Association.

Coretta Scott King Book Donation Grants

George M. Eberhart,
Editor:
geberhart@ala.org

Office for Literacy and Outreach Services, Nov. 12

Beverly Goldberg,
Senior Editor:
bgoldberg@ala.org

Underfunded libraries, schools, and nontraditional organizations that
provide educational services to children are invited to apply to receive
one of three Coretta Scott King Book Donation Grants. The grant
program provides books submitted for consideration for the Coretta
Scott King Book Awards to libraries and other organizations to expand
their collections. Applications will be accepted through January 31....

Apply for a National Leadership Grant

The Institute of Museum and Library Services is accepting applications
for National Leadership Grants for Libraries. The program supports
projects that address challenges faced by the library and archive fields
and that have the potential to advance practice in those fields. The
funding range is from $50,000 to $500,000. The application deadline
is February 3....

Phil Morehart,
Associate Editor:
pmorehart@ala.org

Institute of Museum and Library Services, Oct. 31

Karim Alrawi wins inaugural Best New
Fiction prize

Playwright, author, journalist, and human rights activist
Karim Alrawi (right) has won the inaugural Prize for Best
New Fiction for his manuscript for Book of Sands, a
novel about a young father forced to flee Cairo after
mistakenly becoming involved in a political demonstration
during the Arab Spring. The new annual prize awards the
winner with a book deal from HarperCollins Canada, as well as literary
representation from the Cooke Agency and is presented in partnership
with the University of British Columbia’s creative-writing program....

Mariam Pera,
Associate Editor:
mpera@ala.org

Sanhita SinhaRoy,
Managing Editor,
American Libraries:
ssinharoy@ala.org

Quill and Quire, Nov. 12

2013 Roy Rosenzweig Prize

A project of the Woodrow Wilson Center’s
History and Public Policy Program, “Digital
Archive: International History Declassified,”
was selected as the winner of the 2013 Roy
Rosenzweig Prize for Innovation in Digital
History. The Rosenzweig Prize is awarded
annually by the American Historical
Association and the Roy Rosenzweig Center
for History and New Media in honor of an innovative and freely
available new media project that reflects thoughtful, critical, and
rigorous engagement with technology and the practice of history....
Wilson Center, Nov. 5

Canada Reads Top 10

Memorable books by top Canadian writers Margaret
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Atwood, Joseph Boyden, Rawi Hage, and Cory
Doctorow are headed for final Canada Reads
consideration. CBC Books unveiled today a list of 10
novels chosen by Canadians for the coming edition’s
theme: “One novel to change our nation.” The five
yet-to-be-named Canada Reads panelists will chose
one title from the 10 to defend. The Canada Reads
2014 competition will take place in March....
CBC News, Nov. 12

2013 Dylan Thomas Prize

American short story writer Claire Vaye Watkins has
been named the 2013 winner of the £30,000 ($47,955
US) Dylan Thomas Prize for new writers. Judges said
she was an “exceptional” writer and described her
collection Battleborn as “infectious.” The collection of
short stories in Battleborn examines some of the
myths of the American west. The prize, based in Dylan
Thomas’s birthplace of Swansea, Wales, is one of the
largest literary cash awards in the world....
BBC News, Nov. 7

Go back to the Top

Libraries in the News
Texas libraries face federal funding cuts

The federal government is threatening to cut about 70% of its annual
funding for Texas public libraries, because it says the state has failed
to pull its own weight in library funding. As a result, the Texas State
Library and Archives Commission would have to cut the competitive
grant funds that in 2014 gave more than $1.5 million to programs
like “Seniors in Cyberspace” put on by the Bell/Whittington Library in
Portland, Texas....
Texas Tribune, Nov. 7

New: EveryLibrary California

John Chrastka writes: “California now has an
organization fighting for libraries at the ballot
box. EveryLibrary California was launched in
early November for statewide voter advocacy.
The organization is specifically charged with
working to win the proposition stemming from
SCA7, a bill that would change the state
constitution to allow libraries to win tax measures through a 55%
margin instead of the current supermajority of 66%.” EveryLibrary
has a roundup of recent referenda here....
EveryLibrary California, Nov. 12; EveryLibrary Blog, Nov. 13

Kanawha County in trouble after
failed levy
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The Kanawha County (W.Va.) Library
System would have gotten $3 million if the
excess levy had passed during the
November 9 special election. Now, it’s
trying to figure out how to find funding
elsewhere to keep the doors open. Layoffs are expected. The library
was hoping the levy would fill in the 40% of its budget that it will
lose when the school district’s support goes away in June. The
Kanawha County Republican Party Executive Committee actively
campaigned against the measure, after Tea Party member Fred
Joseph was elected chairman in July....
WCHS-TV, Charleston, W.Va., Nov. 12; Charleston (W.Va.) Gazette, Nov. 11–12

Can volunteers help keep school
libraries open?

Samantha Melamed writes: “Principal Tracy Scott
isn’t sure when Tanner Duckrey School in North
Philadelphia last had a librarian or a functioning
library. There hasn’t been one in her eight years
working there. And a glimmer of hope that arose
last year, when library services staff came by to
offer improvements, quickly faded. When Scott called to check on
that plan, she learned those staff had been laid off before it could be
implemented. In the end, she says, the library ‘became sort of a
dumping ground.’”...
Philadelphia City Paper, Nov. 7

Bankrupt library reopens after twoweek shuttering

The public library in the western Chicago suburb
of Maywood is going to open its doors once
again November 12 after closing due to a lack
of operating funds. Library board members say
they were forced to close the facility two weeks ago. The library’s
reopening is possible due to Seaway Bank’s approval of a 12-month
extension on $512,000 outstanding on a loan owed to the bank by
the library, and $300,000 in additional loans from Seaway....
WGN-TV, Chicago, Nov. 12; Maywood (Ill.) Village Free Press, Nov. 9

Fire at the Internet Archive

A two-alarm fire November 6 at the Internet
Archive’s San Francisco scanning center has
destroyed an estimated $600,000 of digitization
and scanning equipment. The fire is believed to
have started when a scanner sparked. Fortunately
no one was injured in the blaze, but the property
damage has ruined some physical materials that
were yet to be digitized, and restricted the nonprofit organization’s
ability to record the history of the web. The organization is seeking
donations to replace its hardware and repair or rebuild the affected
building....
The Verge, Nov. 9; Internet Archive Blogs, Nov. 6; San Francisco Chronicle, Nov. 6

Orland Park reviews its policy

The Orland Park (Ill.) Public Library will now check the identification of
anyone accessing computers in the adult section, said library
spokeswoman Bridget Bittman. Before the new measure, users could
sign onto the computers with only their library card information. The
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library hasn’t changed its policy that allows adults access to any legal
material. The new measure was put in place after the library’s policy
came under fire at an October board meeting....
Chicago Tribune, Nov. 11

Neverwhere returns to Alamogordo High

The Alamogordo (N.Mex.) school district has decided to
allow Neil Gaiman’s fantasy novel Neverwhere to be
used once again in high school English classes. The
district superintendent’s office made the announcement
November 8 after a review of the book’s content.
School officials found the book to be educationally
suitable, balanced, and age-appropriate for high school
students. The book had been removed in October
following a parent’s complaint....
Associated Press, Nov. 9

URI’s library school turns 50

In a celebration that both honored its
graduates and grappled with the
challenges of the Digital Revolution, the
Graduate School of Library and
Information Studies of the University of
Rhode Island marked its 50th anniversary
on November 8. Sen. Jack Reed (D-R.I., above), who is revered by
the national library community for his sponsorship of major legislation
supporting libraries, received a standing ovation from the crowd of
120 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel as he began his part in the speaking
program....
The Rhode Island Library Report: The Library Line, Nov. 11

Alec Baldwin donates $1 million for children’s room

Actor Alec Baldwin announced on November 11 that he has donated
$1 million to the East Hampton (N.Y.) Library for its new children’s
addition on behalf of his family. The donation will be used to
underwrite the completion of a Baldwin Family Lecture Room, which
will be used for children’s programs, film screenings, poetry readings,
historical lectures, and author and book events. The gift was made
through his Alec Baldwin Foundation....
East Hampton (N.Y.) Press, Nov. 11; Long Island (N.Y.) Newsday, Nov. 11

Fundraising stunt involved duct
tape

A countdown, then the chair was removed from
under the feet of school librarian Stephanie
Grable (right). The stunt left Grable stuck to a
wall at Humboldt Elementary School in St.
Joseph, Missouri, on November 6. She had
agreed to let her students stick her to the wall with duct tape if they
met a $2,500 fundraising goal during the fall book sale, which they
did, so Grable lived up to her end of the bargain. Watch the video
(0:45)....
KQTV, St. Joseph, Mo., Nov. 6

Man sold 2,471 stolen library books

Police said a man used the Sno-Isle Libraries system in Marysville,
Washington, to steal and sell a couple thousand books bought with
taxpayer money. According to court papers, Terrance Mitchell spent
hours at library computers logged on to the book-buying website
Cash4Books. He would find what was going for a good price, like
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cookbooks and auto manuals. Then he’d find the book on the shelf
and peel off the barcodes. In all, 2,471 books disappeared from the
Lynnwood, Mountlake Terrace, and Edmonds branches over three
months....
KIRO-TV, Seattle, Nov. 8

OSU’s Billy Ireland Cartoon
Library and Museum

Rich Warren writes: “Ohio State University
is hosting a Fiesta of Funnies on November
14–17, when it holds a grand opening of
the Billy Ireland Cartoon Library and Museum coinciding with its
triennial Festival of Cartoon Art. Actually grand opening is a slight
misnomer since the cartoon library—the largest in the world—has
existed for decades, albeit in an exceedingly hard-to-find place on the
OSU campus. Now the museum will grandly reopen in its new home
in the magnificently renovated Sullivant Hall at the gateway to the
Columbus campus.”...
Cleveland Plain Dealer, Oct. 30

Pakistani private schools ban Malala’s
book

Pakistani education officials said November 10 that
they have banned teenage activist Malala Yousafzai’s
book I Am Malala, cowritten with British journalist
Christina Lamb, from private schools and their
libraries across the country, claiming it shows
insufficient respect for Islam and calling her a tool of
the West. Yousafzai attracted global attention in 2012
when the Taliban shot her in the head in northwest
Pakistan for criticizing the group’s interpretation of Islam....
Los Angeles Times: Jacket Copy, Nov. 11; Pakistan Today, Nov. 11

Go back to the Top

Issues
White House would expand access to information

During last week’s Open Government Partnership meeting in London,
the Obama administration released a preview (PDF file) of its US
Open Government National Action Plan 2.0 (NAP). While the second
NAP will not be finalized until December, six new commitments were
announced. They include expanding open data, increasing fiscal and
corporate transparency, advancing citizen engagement, more
effectively managing public resources, and most significantly,
modernizing the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)....
American Association of Law Libraries: Washington Blawg, Nov. 5

Presidents and libraries

Michael Sorkin writes: “Although the
presidential library is now as natural a part
of our national trove of civic rituals and
commemorations as the Pledge of
Allegiance, it is, like the pledge, a fairly new
one. The first presidential library was FDR’s
in Hyde Park, New York (right). Based on his own sketches, it opened
in 1941, one year before the pledge was adopted by Congress, not
long after the completion of the Lincoln Memorial, and while the
Jefferson was under construction. The Roosevelt library established a
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series of precedents that have endured.”...
The Nation, Oct. 28

Do academic librarians need tenure?

Sydni Dunn writes: “When East Carolina University announced in early
November that it will no longer offer tenure to its librarians, it joined
a growing list of colleges that have tweaked their library models and,
in turn, the job descriptions of library employees. It also provided new
fodder for an ongoing debate over the value and purpose of tenure.
At issue: Do librarians need long-term security to do their jobs?”...
Vitae, Nov. 12; ECU Daily Reflector, Nov. 7

A line in the sand

Kevin Smith writes: “Harvard Business Publishing
recently decided to claw back some functionality
for key Harvard Business Review articles that
many libraries subscribe to on various EBSCO platforms and charge a
separate licensing fee to recover that functionality. Properly viewed, I
suggest, this is not a dispute between libraries, or faculties, and
Harvard. It is a dispute between Harvard Business Publications and
EBSCO over how to divide up the pie. And libraries should refuse to
make the pie bigger just to settle that dispute.”...
Scholarly Communications @ Duke, Nov. 12

At least six kinds of Open Access

David Wojick writes: “The Open Access debate is a sea of confusion.
These confusions take many forms, but the deepest by far is the large
number of contradictory models that fall under the term. When
different people use the same words to mean very different things,
confusion is inevitable. Here is a short list of some of the many OA
models that I have observed in the mix.”...
The Scholarly Kitchen, Nov. 11

UNH Harry Potter course prompts letter from
Warner Brothers

A popular summer class at the University of New Hampshire by
English professor James Krasner has generated a cease-and-desist
order from a Hollywood studio. The class for 4th–8th graders uses the
Harry Potter books to teach grammar and literature, which movie
studio Warner Brothers supports. But the studio doesn’t like how the
class was advertised and doesn’t want people to think it sponsored
the class....
WMUR-TV, Manchester, N.H., Nov. 6

Copyright: A European perspective

Carrie Russell writes: “On November 7, I attended the
Second Annual Peter Jaszi Intellectual Property
Lecture at the Washington College of Law at American
University where Prof. Bernt Hugenholtz (right)
delivered the distinguished lecture. Hugenholtz talked
about copyright law in ‘author rights systems’ in
Europe and how these laws seemed to be evolving
towards more flexible copyright exceptions.”...
District Dispatch, Nov. 12

The weeding war

John N. Berry III writes: “‘We have to weed the collection!’ Every
librarian will tell you that, but a great many library users, including
many of those unpredictable Friends of the Library, along with a lot of
other citizens, simply don’t understand why it is necessary to throw
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away ‘good books.’ As a result, careless weeding of library collections
has been the source of tremendous misunderstanding, disruption, bad
publicity, and, all too frequently, the departure of library directors.”...
Library Journal: Blatant Berry, Nov. 7

Go back to the Top

Tech Talk
How to buy a wireless router

Samara Lynn writes: “Selecting the right wireless
router can be a challenge. Businesses often spend
thousands of dollars to hire wireless networking
professionals to perform site surveys to determine the best
equipment. To add to the confusion, router manufacturers now offer a
new generation of wireless routers with the latest 802.11x technology.
Wi-Fi is also fickle, and performance can vary from one location to
another. Here is a checklist and some information to help you in your
search for the perfect router for your networking needs.” And here is
a comparison chart of the 10 best routers....
PC Magazine, Nov. 7

A simple 3D scanner

Chris Velazco writes: “We’ve seen more than a few
startups cook up their own impressive 3D scanners
(MakerBot, Occipital), but one of the oldest and biggest
names in 3D printers is clearly itching to get in the
game too. South Carolina–based 3D Systems recently
outed a cheapish, consumer-friendly scanner called the
Sense (right), and I swung by Engadget’s Expand show
in New York this weekend to see the thing in action.”...
TechCrunch, Nov. 11

3D paint repairs metal powder

Jamie Condliffe writes: “3D printing might be
exciting, but it’s only good for making new
items from scratch. What if you want to repair
something instead? Enter 3D painting, GE’s new
product that can be used to fix up anything
that’s made of metal. Formally known as ‘cold
spray,’ the technique sprays metal powders at
high velocities to add material to existing objects.” Watch the video
(0:30)....
Gizmodo, Nov. 8; GE Global Research, Nov. 7; YouTube, Nov. 7

Meet the Mini Metal Maker

Signe Brewster writes: “The team in
Pueblo, Colorado, behind the Mini Metal
Maker wants to bring a limited form of
metal 3D printing into maker and artist homes via their Indiegogo
campaign. The machine prints metal clay, which is composed of metal
flakes mixed with a binder and water. Like plastic filament, the metal
clay is melted and then extruded out of a nozzle. It hardens as the
nozzle builds up layers to create a 3D object. The Mini Metal Maker
currently prints at a resolution of 500 microns, but the team plans to
improve it to 200 microns before it ships.”...
GigaOm, Nov. 12

How long do hard drives last?
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Sebastian Anthony writes: “Given our
exceedingly heavy reliance on hard drives, it’s
very, very weird that one piece of vital
information still eludes us: How long does a
hard drive last? Surprisingly, despite hard
drives underpinning almost every aspect of
modern computing (until smartphones), no one
has ever carried out a study on the longevity of hard drives—or at
least, no one has ever published results from such a study. Until
now.”...
ExtremeTech, Nov. 12

The romance of vintage hardware

Leslie Johnston writes: “I spend a lot of time
thinking about hardware that I have interacted
with and managed over the years. Some of it
was innovative and exhibited remarkable
adaptive uses, yet is sadly forgotten. I cannot
leave out the Telex (right), one of the earliest
technologies to have a lasting effect on our practices today. Telex was
networked telecommunications and teleprinting from 1933. How about
the GRiD Compass laptop from 1982? It was the first laptop to go
into space.”...
The Signal: Digital Preservation, Nov. 12

Go back to the Top

E-Content
2013: The year in ebooks

Michael Kelley writes: “Public librarians have applauded the increased
access to ebooks now being offered by the big five publishers. But the
recent good news, librarians say, should not obscure the fact that the
present system, with its plethora of licensing models and platforms,
remains untenable. How are librarians feeling about ebooks overall? I
decided to ask. What I found was mild optimism and lingering
concern.”...
Publishers Weekly, Nov. 8

OverDrive Media Stations
available to all libraries

OverDrive announced November 12 that
its OverDrive Media Station ebook,
audiobook, music, and video sampling
and checkout terminal is now broadly
available. Launched as a pilot program
earlier in 2013 with 50 public library systems in five countries, the inlibrary ebook kiosks enable readers to browse ebooks, audiobooks,
and other media on a touchscreen monitor in libraries or other
locations....
OverDrive, Nov. 12

Calvin and Hobbes available as ebooks
Almost 30 years after Bill Watterson introduced the
world to Calvin and Hobbes, one of the most
beloved daily comic strips is finally available as a
collection of ebooks. It’s not quite the full series,
which is available as a giant multivolume book, but
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the three ebooks on offer cover a fairly large range
of strips. Until now, the only way to legally get
Calvin and Hobbes on a mobile device was through
comic book apps like GoComics....
The Verge, Nov. 13

E Ink Carta vs. E Ink Pearl

Nathan writes: “Ever since I got the Kindle
Paperwhite 2 I’ve been a bit skeptical
about the so-called new and improved E
Ink Carta screen technology. Right now the
Paperwhite 2 is the only device using Carta screens; most other
ebook readers use Pearl screens. Both are the same type of e-paper
screen tech produced by the same company, E Ink. So are the new
Carta screens a noteworthy upgrade? Or is it mostly just marketing
hype?”...
eBook Reader, Nov. 11

Go back to the Top

Books & Reading
Reading for pleasure puts students ahead

Children who read for pleasure are likely to do significantly better at
school than their peers, according to research from the Institute of
Education in the UK. The study found that readers made more
progress in math, vocabulary, and spelling between the ages of 10
and 16 than those who rarely read. Researchers found that reading
for pleasure was more important for children’s cognitive development
between ages 10 and 16 than their parents’ level of education....
Centre for Longitudinal Studies, Institute of Education, University of London, Sept. 11

Sometimes the tough kid is quietly
writing stories

Matt de la Peña writes: “I write YA novels that feature
working-class, multicultural characters, so I’m
frequently invited to speak at urban schools. At a San
Antonio school, the principal pointed out a particular
student ‘instigator,’ Joshua. In my talk, I told how,
even though I was a reluctant reader, I found myself
writing poems in the back of class. Afterward, Joshua asked to speak
with me in private. He wanted me to know that he wrote stories
sometimes.”...
National Public Radio, Nov. 11

PW’s best children’s books of 2013

Selecting just 50 titles from the thousands of books
published for children and teens in a given year is
always a painful undertaking, and this year was no
different. It’s also one of Publishers Weekly’s favorite
end-of-year challenges as they try to determine which
stories rose to the top of a field crowded with singular
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ideas, hilarious writing, and unforgettable characters.
Read on for their picks of the year’s best picture
books, middle-grade and YA fiction, and nonfiction....
Publishers Weekly, Nov. 8

New York Times 10 best illustrated
children’s books of 2013

Since 1952, the New York Times Book Review has
convened an independent panel of judges to
select picture books on the basis of artistic merit.
Each year, judges choose from among thousands
of picture books for what is the only annual award
of its kind. The 10 displayed here are the winners
for 2013....

New York Times Sunday Book Review, Oct. 31; Ine Marits Blogg, Oct. 31

YA books for Veteran’s Day

Geri Diorio writes: “If you wish to learn more about
the history of Veteran’s Day, the US Department of
Veterans Affairs has a great website. Between World
War II, Korea, Vietnam, and the Iraq wars, and with
the war in Afghanistan entering its 13th year, many
people have family and friends who are veterans. YA
literature has many good novels about the experience
of war; these seven titles are just a starting point.”...
YALSA The Hub, Nov. 11

Ethical science fiction

Alegria Barclay writes: “I can still remember the way I
felt reading the last sentence of Ender’s Game by
Orson Scott Card some 20 years ago. Indeed, each
subsequent reading has left me with a similar sense of
profound sadness, self-reflection, and an inexpressible
ache to make the world a better place. As Ender’s
Game finds itself in the limelight again due to the
recent movie adaptation, I thought that this would be
a good time to celebrate other ethical sci-fi titles.”...
YALSA The Hub, Nov. 12

Harry Potter postage stamps

The US Postal Service has designed 20
Forever stamps with scenes from the Harry
Potter movies. The Examiner has posted an
image of one of the stamps (right). The
remaining 19 stamps will be unveiled on
November 19, the official sale date. The
USPS only plans to print five million booklets
with these limited-edition stamps....
GalleyCat, Nov. 13; The Examiner, Nov. 12

Vestiges of print publication in
scientific journals

Bonnie Swoger writes: “The first scientific
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journals were published in the late 17th
century, and these print publications changed
very little over time. Then, the internet was
born. Many journals started making articles
available online, but little changed. Most current journals still have
some vestiges of their print origins (even if they no longer publish a
print edition), and many ‘born online’ journals try to mimic their
formerly print competition.”...
Scientific American: Information Culture, Nov. 12

The Oxford University Press and
the making of a book

To celebrate the publication of the first
three volumes of The History of Oxford
University Press on November 14 and
University Press Week, Oxford University
Press is sharing various materials from its
archive, including a silent film (17:52)
made in 1925 by the Federation of British Industry. The Oxford
University Press and the Making of a Book highlighted the press’s
work to audiences around the world. It also provides great insight into
each step of the printing process....
OUPblog, Nov. 11; YouTube, Oct. 27

10 oldest surviving documents
of their type

Alan Boyle writes: “Documents have
literally changed the world, and some of
them have survived for hundreds or even
thousands of years. Every type of
document provides a unique window into
our shared heritage as human beings in ways that are both surprising
and fascinating.” This list includes examples of what are probably the
oldest surviving international treaty, medical document (above),
poem, correspondence, printed book with a date, and set of laws....
Listverse, Nov. 10

Go back to the Top

Tips & Ideas
THOMAS will soon redirect to
Congress.gov

The free legislative information website, Congress.gov, is transitioning
into its permanent role as the official site for federal legislative
information from the US Congress and related agencies. The site,
which launched in beta form last fall and features platform mobility,
comprehensive information retrieval, and user-friendly presentation,
will replace the nearly 20-year-old THOMAS on November 19....
Library of Congress, Nov. 8

Army special services librarians

Jessamyn West writes: “Here is a patch I did
not know about: the Army Special Services
librarian patch, which refers to the Army
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Hostess and Librarian Service. This was a
special subclass of jobs set up in 1947 by
President Truman after World War II at army posts. The colors on
these patches indicated the nine different branches of the army,
showing that the librarians (and hostesses) worked for the entire
army.”...
librarian.net, Nov. 11; US Army MWR; Executive Order 9830

Recite the Gettysburg Address

Erin Allen writes: “On November 19, 1863,
Abraham Lincoln delivered the Gettysburg
Address at the dedication of the cemetery
at the Civil War battlefield. To celebrate the
150th anniversary of the address,
documentarian Ken Burns has launched a
national effort to encourage everyone in
America to video record themselves reading or reciting the speech.
Among the notables participating in the project are the Librarian of
Congress James H. Billington (1:56, above), all the living American
presidents, Taylor Swift, Martha Stewart, Steven Spielberg, Uma
Thurman, and Stephen Colbert.”...
Library of Congress blog, Nov. 12; YouTube, Nov. 4

Iraqi Jewish documents go on
display

Hilary Parkinson writes: “In June 2003, the
National Archives Preservation Programs
received a call for help from Iraq. Sixteen
American soldiers had found tens of
thousands of documents and 2,700 Jewish
books while searching in the flooded basement of Saddam Hussein’s
intelligence headquarters. The historic material was soaking wet. And
so Doris Hamburg and Mary-Lynn Ritzenthaler boarded a C-130 cargo
plane and flew to Iraq.”...
Prologue: Pieces of History, Nov. 7

What librarians can learn from
Reddit

Beth Sanderson and Miriam Rigby write:
“Reddit dubs itself ‘the front page of the
internet,’ and it often lives up to this claim. To
a new user, Reddit may seem like a virtual
Wild West, full of ducks who give advice,
adorable cats, and plenty of less savory content. But there is far more
to be learned from the Reddit community than what appears on the
surface. Digging deeper, one will find interesting discussions about
libraries, late-breaking research studies, fun facts, and long,
thoughtful threads on virtually any topic imaginable.”...
College and Research Libraries News 74, no. 10 (Nov.): 518–521

Twitter lets users build timelines around
news events

Sharath Bulusu writes: “Twitter has introduced the
ability to create custom timelines in TweetDeck. Custom
timelines, which were just announced, are a new type
of timeline that you control by selecting the tweets you
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want to include. In this post, we’ll describe everything
you need to know to create and share custom
timelines.”...
Twitter Blogs, Nov. 12; Twitter Developers, Nov. 12

Social media dos and don’ts

Lizz Zitron writes: “Yes, we need to have this
conversation. It’s a good reminder for myself as I
tread the online world. Let’s tackle this issue from
both the personal and professional angles. Your
personal presence: First, it’s neither really personal
nor is it private. If you need to say something truly
private, make a phone call or talk in person. Do
the following with your online presence.”...
The Outreach Librarian, Nov. 6

Gmail now lets you save emails to Google Drive

Peter Sawers writes: “Good news Gmail users, Google has just
announced that you now no longer have to download email
attachments to view them. With the update, you can peruse and save
files directly through Google Drive without leaving Gmail, which
essentially gives you access to the attachments on multiple devices—
not just the one where it has been saved locally.”...
The Next Web, Nov. 12; Google Drive Blog, Nov. 12

Teach kids tech with these tools

Richard Byrne writes: “Ask anyone to share a
favorite school memory, and it will likely involve
making something from scratch. One of my standout experiences
from elementary school was learning Logo, a graphic programming
language. Logo’s still around—along with many new, excellent tools
that teach kids basic programming skills. Other applications enable
kids to build 3D models, which they can print, too.” Sovan Mandal
recommends these 10 Android apps for teaching math to kids....
School Library Journal: The Digital Shift, Nov. 10; Good e-Reader, Nov. 10

Why it’s hard to find new
podcasts

Scott Pham writes: “Podcasts have a serious discovery problem.
Podcasts are building loyal and potentially lucrative communities
around niche topics. But as a technology and an industry, podcasting
has failed at connecting people with content in a dynamic and efficient
way. Max Temkin has created a website that bridges the gap between
word-of-mouth podcast discovery and lists like those on iTunes.
Podcast Thing is a simple idea with a crisp, pleasant design.”...
Mashable, Nov. 12

10 resources for Geography
Awareness Week

Richard Byrne writes: “November 17–23 is Geography Awareness
Week. National Geographic Education has highlighted some of their
activities for the week. I’ve put together a collection of other online
activities to use during Geography Awareness Week. Those resources
are summarized here.”...
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Free Technology for Teachers, Nov. 11

Create tours with Google Earth
Tour Builder

Richard Byrne writes: “In early November,
Google released a great new tool for
creating Google Earth tours. Tour Builder
makes it easier than ever to create Google
Earth tours in your browser. Tour Builder
could prove to be a great tool for students to use to create
geolocated book reviews, to tell stories from their own lives, or to
develop geolocated research projects. In this video (9:14) I offer a
demonstration of how to use Tour Builder.”...
Free Technology for Teachers, Nov. 13; YouTube, Nov. 13

Taking the library outdoors

Rebecca Cruz writes: “Most people do not connect
the library with outdoor recreation. While we often
hear talk about how everyone likes to read outside,
the library tends to be thought of mainly as an
indoor activity. A few years ago consultants who
were working with us at the Pikes Peak Library
District in Colorado pointed out that we weren’t addressing the
popularity of the variety of outside activities that our community
enjoys. This input spurred us to develop our Library Outdoors
program, which debuted this past July.”...
Public Libraries Online, Nov. 11

The TLAM Project

Robin Amado and Jake Ineichen write:
“Boozhoo (hello, in Ojibwe) from
Madison, Wisconsin. We are members of
the Tribal Libraries, Archives, and
Museums Project (TLAM) at the School of
Library and Information Studies at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison, and today we’d like to talk a little bit
about what we do and why we do it. The TLAM Project is designed to
provide LIS students with service-learning opportunities in American
Indian communities on projects that actually mean something to
those communities.”...
Hack Library School, Nov. 12

Track your personal library

Dianna Dilworth writes: “Are you looking to create
a digital list of all of the print books that you
own? There are many apps that can help you create digital
bookshelves based on the print books that you have in your home.
Some of these tools let you scan the barcodes with your phone to be
added to the list. We’ve put together a list of five of these tools along
with a link to the app and the app’s description.”...
GalleyCat, Nov. 11

Where are the scriptoria?

Erik Kwakkel writes: “Many scribes in medieval art
are depicted as individual copyists rather than
scribes working in groups. Even when multiple
scribes are presented in each other’s vicinity, such
as the four evangelists in the Aachen Gospels of ca.
820 (right), we are still looking at multiple
individual scribes. After all, they have their backs
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turned to each other and are separated by rock
formations. Where are the scriptoria?”...
medievalfragments, Nov. 5

Princeton acquires collection
of Mamluk coins

A comprehensive collection featuring
coinage from the Mamluk Sultanate
(1250–1517) has been acquired by Princeton University Libraries. The
Undeland Collection of Mamluk Coins was purchased for the
university’s Numismatic Collection by the Friends of the Princeton
Library. This collection will continue the library’s goal of building a
comprehensive collection of the coinage of the Mediterranean during
the Middle Ages....
Trenton (N.J.) Times, Nov. 12

A Colonial goldmine

Corydon Ireland writes: “Historians and
archivists know a secret that most of us do
not: that vast stores of primary documents
about North America’s Colonial era lie
untouched and unseen in repositories
throughout the US and Canada. Harvard is
doing something about that by digitizing
documents for its Colonial North America project. Taken as a whole,
the university’s archival and manuscript repositories house more than
45,000 collections with some 400 million items, from single pages to
folders.”...
Harvard Gazette, Nov. 12

The ultimate guide to the
Invisible Web

The vast majority of the internet lies in the
Deep Web, sometimes referred to as the
Invisible Web. The actual size of the Deep
Web is impossible to measure, but many
experts estimate it is about 500 times the
size of the web as we know it. Search engines like Google are
extremely powerful and effective at distilling up-to-the-moment web
content. What they lack, however, is the ability to index the vast
amount of data that isn’t hyperlinked and therefore immediately
accessible to a web crawler....
iLibrarian Blog , Nov. 11
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American Libraries Online
Digitizing Camelot

Timothy Inklebarger writes: “Archive staff at the
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum
have been working feverishly for eight years to
provide digital content for historic events leading
up to the 50th anniversary of the president’s
assassination in November. Now it’s their time to
shine. Through its website the library provides
access to 150 terabytes of information, including
approximately 593,500 paper documents, 22,642
photographs, 1,436 sound recordings, and 121
moving images. Online visitors will soon have access to speeches,
public events, and other moving images that are being digitally
remastered.”...
American Libraries feature

For love of the written word

Mary Mackay writes: “The count is in: The
official wrap-up of the 32nd Sharjah
International Book Fair November 6–16 in
the United Arab Emirates reported that
900,000 visitors had browsed more than
400,000 titles on display in Sharjah’s Expo
Centre, 150,000 UAE schoolchildren had participated in more than 500
interactive activities and workshops as part of class trips, and 20
million people had used the Twitter SIBF hashtag for a total of 60
million interactions.”...
AL: The Scoop, Nov. 20

Go back to the Top
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2014 Midwinter
Meeting and Exhibits,
Philadelphia, January 24–
28. The Midwinter
Scheduler is now open.
Make the most of the
Midwinter Meeting when
you use the scheduler to
plan your time, browse
sessions and events, add
personal meetings to your
schedule, find an
attendee, share your
plans with others, create
a list of exhibitors to visit,
and keep track of all the
details.
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Relief for Philippine libraries

ALA is accepting donations from the United States
for libraries in the Philippines. The Philippines
Library Relief Fund will help rebuild libraries and
archives in the Philippines that were destroyed or
damaged by Typhoon Haiyan (Yolanda) on
November 8, the worst storm in those islands in 101
years. To donate by credit card, visit the ALA
Development Office page. To donate by mail, send
in the donation form (PDF file)....
International Relations Office; Library of Congress Blog, Nov. 20

Coretta Scott King meets Common Core

The ALA Ethnic and Multicultural Information Exchange Round Table
continues its quarterly webinar series with a discussion of the Coretta
Scott King Book Awards titles on December 19. The webinar will focus
on curricular uses of the books in support of English Language Arts,
History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects Common Core
State Standards. Register online....
Ethnic and Multicultural Information Exchange Round Table, Nov. 13

New: Statement of appropriate conduct at ALA
conferences

From the statement: “ALA seeks to provide a conference environment
in which diverse participants may learn, network, and enjoy the
company of colleagues in an environment of mutual human respect.
We recognize a shared responsibility to create and hold that
environment for the benefit of all. Some behaviors are, therefore,
specifically prohibited.” Andromeda Yelton has some background on
this....
Conference Services, Nov. 15; Andromeda Yelton, Nov. 19

Workplace violence: Are you prepared?

Beatrice Calvin writes: “Workplace violence can be defined as any act
or threat of physical violence, harassment, intimidation, or other
threatening disruptive behavior that occurs at the work site. It ranges
from threats and verbal abuse to physical assaults and even
homicide. Nearly 2 million American workers are victims of workplace
violence each year. Many incidents go unreported.”...
Library Worklife 10, no. 11 (Nov.)

Webinar on guides for community discussions

The ALA Center for Civic Life and Programming Librarian presented a
one-hour webinar titled “Guides for Community Discussions: National
Issues Forums (NIF) and Others” on November 5. The webinar
featured presenters Patty Dineen, Carolyn Caywood, and Nancy
Kranich. View the recorded webinar online....
ALA Center for Civic Life, Nov. 19

Early ALA posters now online

Denise Rayman writes: “Posters used by ALA during
its early years are now digitized for long-term
preservation and are available for viewing online.
Subjects covered include the ALA’s work with the
Library War Service to the American military during
World War I, the importance of the freedom to read
during World War II, celebrating the ALA 50th
anniversary in 1926 (right) and the Carnegie
Centenary in 1935, as well as librarianship
recruitment and general library promotion during the early 20th
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century.”...

ALA Archives, Nov. 18

Blueprints for libraries, 2025

In an information environment where the only constant
is change, many wonder where libraries are headed.
Planning Our Future Libraries: Blueprints for 2025
envisions that future by bringing together library
leaders with some of the brightest new minds in the
profession. Editors Kim Leeder and Eric Frierson,
alongside Brett Bonfield, John Chrastka, Lesley Farmer,
Dave Harmeyer, Megan Hodge, Ben Malczewski,
Krisellen Maloney, and Hugh Rundle, bringing their barrier-breaking
perspectives to the task of reinventing the library in all its forms....
ALA Editions, Nov. 19

A LITA guide to data management for
libraries

Since the National Science Foundation joined the
National Institutes of Health in requiring that grant
proposals include a data management plan, academic
librarians have been inundated with requests from
faculty and campus-based grant-consulting offices. Data
management is a new service area for many library
staff, requiring careful planning and implementation.
Data Management for Libraries: A LITA Guide, by Laura Krier and
Carly A. Strasser, offers a start-to-finish primer on understanding,
building, and maintaining a data management service....
ALA TechSource, Nov. 19

Go back to the Top

Featured review: Nonfiction for
youth

Sidman, Joyce. What the Heart Knows:
Chants, Charms, and Blessings. Illustrated by
Pamela Zagarenski. Gr. 7–12. Oct. 2013,
80p. Houghton, hardcover (978-0-54410616-4).
Newbery Honor winner Sidman and Caldecott
Honor winner Zagarenski once again join
together to create a beautiful and meaningful
book. Sidman tells readers in her introduction
that chanting, blessing, lamenting, and
cursing are as old as human history. Her poetic offerings will
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2013/november/112013-2.htm[7/17/2014 9:18:45 AM]

Libraries
on Film

Traps (1986,
Australia). Lesley Stern
plays a librarian.

Trash (1999). Tommy
Hoe is a Florida school
librarian.
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touch today’s readers, whose feelings and fears are
remarkably similar to those of our ancestors. This slim volume
is divided into four parts....

Top 10 religion and
spirituality books for youth

Ilene Cooper writes: “These titles take
readers from 19th-century China to modern-day America and
look at the impact religion and spirituality can have on the
lives of young people. The selections below were reviewed in
Booklist from November 15, 2012, through November 1,
2013.” For example, Sarah Aronson’s Believe gives issues of
religion and responsibility “a refreshingly thorny examination in
this story of the sole survivor of a Jerusalem suicide bombing”
while Katherine Paterson and Pamela Dalton teach about
various cultures and religions in Giving Thanks: Poems, Prayer,
and Praise Songs of Thanksgiving....

@

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
Go back to the Top

Philadelphia Update
The South 9th Street Italian
Market

The Italian Market is the popular name for
the South 9th Street Curb Market, an area
featuring many grocery shops, cafés,
restaurants, bakeries, cheese shops, and
butcher shops, many with an Italian
influence. The historical heart of the market
is the area of 9th Street between Christian Street and Washington
Avenue, a short bus ride south on 12th Street or a 24-minute walk
from the convention center. The market can be especially cozy in the
winter when merchants use barrels of fire to keep shoppers warm and
all of the smells are heightened....
South 9th Street Italian Market

The new Benjamin Franklin
Museum

Dedicated to the life, times, and legacy of
Philadelphia’s famous founding father, the
Benjamin Franklin Museum at 317 Chestnut
Street is has been open 9 a.m.–5 p.m. daily
since August following a major two-year
revitalization. This world-class museum features
personal artifacts, computer animations, and interactive displays
exploring Franklin’s life as a private citizen and statesman. Entrance
to the museum courtyard is from Market or Chestnut Streets,
between 3rd and 4th Streets....
Visit Philadelphia; Waterloo Region (Ont.) Record, Oct. 25

The Barnes Foundation

The Barnes Foundation, 2025 Benjamin
Franklin Parkway, was established by Albert
C. Barnes in 1922 to “promote the
advancement of education and the
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Travis (1991). Reg
Grant plays a librarian
in this story about the
Alamo.

Undertaking Betty
(2002, UK / US /
Germany). Alfred
Molina as undertaker
Boris Plots meets his
long-lost love Betty
Rhys-Jones (Brenda
Blethyn) in a Welsh
public library and
shows her a medical
book that describes a
drug that will induce a
coma. She checks out
a book on the films of
Fred Astaire and
Ginger Rogers after
seeing a poster for the
movie Shall We Dance
(1937) in the library.
This AL Direct feature
describes hundreds of films
(and some TV shows) in
which libraries and librarians
are featured, from 1912 to
the present. The full list is a
Web Extra associated with
The Whole Library
Handbook 5, edited by
George M. Eberhart and
published by ALA Editions.
You can browse the films on
our Libraries on Film
Pinterest board.
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appreciation of the fine arts and
horticulture.” The Barnes holds one of the
finest collections of Post-Impressionist and
early Modern paintings, with extensive works
by Renoir, Cézanne, Matisse, Picasso, Rousseau, Modigliani, Soutine,
and de Chirico. One notable aspect is its display of different types of
items and works in “wall ensembles” (right) that allow comparison
and study of works from various time periods, geographic areas, and
styles....
The Barnes Foundation

Keith Haring “We the Youth”
mural restored

A mural created 26 years ago by pop artist
Keith Haring got a makeover recently.
Created with the help of children in 1987,
“We The Youth” features many of Haring’s
signature dancing figures in eye-poppingly
bright colors. It’s the only collaborative public
mural by the late artist that is still intact and at its original site, at
22nd and Ellsworth Streets in South Philadelphia. Artist Kim Alsbrooks
was chosen to restore the work for the city’s Mural Arts Program....
Associated Press, Nov. 18

David Lee King’s travel tips

David Lee King writes: “I’ve been doing a lot of traveling the past 7–8
years, mainly for speaking and consulting engagements. And I have
picked up some travel tips along the way, including: You have to
communicate with the airline if you miss your flight, or they will
automatically cancel your whole round-trip ticket.”...
David Lee King, Nov. 8

Keep your laptop secure when
you travel

Alex Cocilova writes: “Of course your laptop
is coming with you on your trip. It’s our
entertainment at the airport and on the plane. It’s our office umbilical
cord—because you know you can never completely escape work. But
there are all too many ways that it can come to harm—or even
disappear with someone who covets it as much as you do. Follow
these tips for laptop security, and you won’t have to ask Santa to
bring you a new one.”...

Career Leads
from

Florence Fearrington
Librarian, Houghton
Library, Harvard
University, Cambridge,
Massachusetts. The
Florence Fearrington
Librarian will lead in
planning and action to
fulfill the expanding
role of Houghton’s
services and collections
in a user-focused
environment that
combines resources in
both traditional and
digital formats, within a
coherent framework of
Library-wide programs
and priorities. Deep
familiarity with rare
books, archives, and/or
special collections as
evidenced by a Ph.D. or
comparable research
experience....

@

More jobs...

PC World, Nov. 18

Go back to the Top

Division News
AASL conference draws authors
and crowds

Laurie D. Borman writes: “The 16th AASL
National Conference and Exhibition in Hartford,
Connecticut, themed ‘Rising to the Challenge,’
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of the Week
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drew some 3,000 school librarians,
administrators, and exhibitors over its four-day
run, November 14–17. The biannual gathering
featured 168 exhibitors, an authors’ alley where dozens of writers and
illustrators signed books during the course of the conference, an
author-librarian tweetup, and an unconference in the evening, as well
as concurrent sessions and informal networking events.” See more
coverage and Twitter Talk on the AASL Blog....
AL: The Scoop, Nov. 15, 19; AASL, Nov. 19; School Library Journal: NeverEndingSearch,
Nov. 17

2014 Teen Tech Week

The time has come to DIY @ your library!
Registration for Teen Tech Week, YALSA’s annual
celebration of digital literacy and technology via the
library, is now open. Held next year on March 9–15,
Teen Tech Week is a chance to demonstrate the
value your library gives to the community. Use the
week to raise awareness about how your library
creates a space to extend teens’ learning beyond the
classroom where they can explore, create, and share content....
YALSA, Nov. 15

YALSA joins Giving Tuesday

YALSA has joined #GivingTuesday, a first-of-itskind effort that will harness the collective power
of a unique blend of partners—charities, families,
businesses, and individuals—to transform how
people think about, talk about, and participate in
the giving season. Taking place December 3, the Tuesday after
Thanksgiving, #GivingTuesday will harness the power of social media
to create a national moment around the holidays. YALSA will be using
a platform called Thunderclap to flood Twitter and Facebook with a
“Support libraries” message....
YALSA, Nov. 15

Literary landmark designated for
Larry Brown

United for Libraries, in partnership with
Friends of the Lafayette County and Oxford
(Miss.) Public Library, designated the library
a Literary Landmark in honor of Larry Brown
(1951–2004) on November 11. Brown,
award-winning author of Joe and Big Bad Love, was a frequent patron
and strong supporter of the library, establishing the Larry Brown
Writers Series. Born in Lafayette County, Brown gave the keynote
address at the library reopening after renovations in 1997....
United for Libraries, Nov. 19

Start an academic Friends group

United for Libraries has made available a free toolkit to those looking
to start a Friends of the Library group at a college, community
college, or university. Academic Library Friends: A Toolkit for Getting
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The John F. Kennedy
Memorial Collection,
part of the Portal to
Texas History
administered by the
University of North
Texas, features 11,406
pages of investigative
materials from the
Dallas Police
Department’s
extensive investigation
of the JFK
assassination currently
housed at the Dallas
Municipal Archives. The
UNT Libraries’ Digital
Project Unit received a
$21,945 TexTreasures
grant from the Texas
State Library and
Archives Commission
to digitize these
materials. The Sixth
Floor Museum at
Dealey Plaza
contributed more than
400 black-and-white
news images taken by
the Dallas Times
Herald’s photographers
that document the
events surrounding the
assassination and four
handwritten journals
from jurors who sat on
the Jack Ruby trial.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
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Started—You Can Do This! (PDF file) was written by Charles D.
Hanson, director of Kettering University Library Services in Flint,
Michigan. The toolkit provides information on the value of a Friends
group, how to get started, developing a mission, and marketing....
United for Libraries, Nov. 19

New guide for physics selectors

ALCTS has published Sudden Selectors Guide to
Physics Resources by Michael Fosmire, a new title from
the ALCTS Collection Management Section. The latest
in the Sudden Selectors Guide series, the book
explains the basics of physics to the nonscientist and
lays the groundwork for collecting and using physics
materials. It is available both in softcover and as a
downloadable PDF....
ALCTS, Nov. 19

A fresh look at microforms

Managing Microforms in the Digital Age, a new
ALCTS online publication by Kitti Canepi, Becky
Ryder, Michelle Sitko, and Catherine Weng,
addresses trends in bibliographic control, storage
environment, current vendors and resources,
and microform terminology. A revision of the
division’s 1977 “Guidelines for Handling Library Orders for
Microforms,” the publication offers some basic information about
managing microform collections....
ALCTS, Nov. 19

Discover best practices for institutional
repositories

The Institutional Repository: Benefits and Challenges,
edited by Pamela Bluh and Cindy Hepfer, arms readers
with the information they need to begin planning a
successful institutional repository by presenting best
practices related to libraries and institutional
repositories and reflecting the variety and scope of
topics with which IR managers must be familiar....
ALCTS, Nov. 19

Linked data webinar series

LITA is offering a series of webinars on linked data. The series begins
with “Linked Data Primer” on December 5, continues with “Coding
Experiments to Transform MARC to Linked Data” on January 14, and
concludes with “SKOS, SPARQL, and Vocabulary Management” on
February 11. Participants may register for one or more webinars....
LITA, Nov. 14

Go back to the Top

Awards & Grants
Natalie Ziarnik receives 2014 Bechtel
Fellowship

ALSC and its Special Collections and Bechtel
Fellowship Committee have awarded the 2014 Louise
Seaman Bechtel Fellowship to Natalie Ziarnik (right),
head of the children’s department at the Ela Area
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feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site, Check out
our Featured Digital
Libraries Pinterest board.

Noted and
Quoted
“Libraries and books
are a big part of my
life. . . . I preferred
books over people.
They didn’t beat me
up or take my bike.
There was
something very
empowering about
walking into the
[library], past all the
adults, and realizing
that I could pull
down any book I
wanted to and just
start reading. I don’t
know why but it was
a huge deal to me.”
—Musician, writer, and activist
Henry Rollins, “Empowerment
through Libraries,” LA Weekly,
Nov. 14.

@

More quotes...

Calendar
Dec. 9–10:

Coalition for
Networked
Information, Fall
Membership Meeting,
Capital Hilton Hotel,
Washington, D.C.

Jan. 13–15:

Digital Book World
Conference and
Expo, New York City.

Jan. 15–17:

Special Libraries
Association,
Leadership Summit,
Sheraton Memphis
Downtown Hotel,
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Public Library District in Lake Zurich, Illinois. Ziarnik
will spend four weeks or more reading and studying
at the Baldwin Library of Historical Children’s
Literature at the University of Florida....
ALSC, Nov. 15

2013 Gerald Hodges Award

The Gerald Hodges Intellectual Freedom Chapter Relations Award
recognizes an intellectual freedom–focused organization that has
developed a strong multiyear, ongoing program or a single, one-year
project that exemplifies support for intellectual freedom, patron
confidentiality, and anticensorship efforts. The award consists of
$1,000 and a citation. The deadline for 2013 nominations has been
extended to January 1....
Office for Intellectual Freedom, Nov. 18

Deadline extended for two new awards

The Library Instruction Round Table invites nominations for two new
awards. The LIRT Librarian Recognition Award will be presented to an
individual librarian in appreciation for her/his contributions to the
field. The LIRT Innovation in Instruction Award will be given to a
library that demonstrates innovation in support of information literacy
and instruction. The nominations deadline for both is January 15....
Library Instruction Round Table, Nov. 19

Only two weeks left for PLA award nominations

There are nine PLA awards and grants that highlight the best in public
library service and honor those bringing innovation, creativity, and
dedication to public libraries. Many of the awards include an
honorarium provided through the generosity of PLA sponsors.
Nominate yourself, your colleague, or your library by December 2....
PLA, Nov. 19

Apply for Academic Friend Conference grant

The United for Libraries/Sage Academic Friend Conference Grant
enables a person who is active in his or her college or university
Friends of the Library group, or an academic library staff member who
works in development, to attend the ALA Annual Conference. Apply by
January 15 for the grant of $850, plus full registration for the 2014
ALA Annual Conference in Las Vegas, June 26–July 1....
United for Libraries, Nov. 19

SJSU library school wins Sloan-C Award

The School of Library and Information Science at San José State
University is the recipient of a 2013 Sloan Consortium Effective
Practice Award, honoring innovation in online education. The award
recognizes the SLIS’s effective use of the Sloan-C Quality Scorecard
for the Administration of Online Education Programs, which the school
uses to measure the quality of its online graduate programs....
San José State University SLIS, Nov. 13

Scottish Books of the Year

The winners of the annual Saltire Literary Awards were
announced at a ceremony in Glasgow on November
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Tennessee.

Jan. 21–24:

American
Booksellers
Association, Winter
Institute, Westin
Seattle.

Jan. 29–30:

Software and
Information Industry
Association,
Information Industry
Summit 2014, Pier
Sixty, New York City.

Jan. 31–
Feb. 1:

Association of
Canadian Publishers,
Midwinter Meeting,
Hyatt Regency Hotel,
Toronto.

Feb. 23–25:

National Federation
of Advanced
Information
Services, Annual
Conference, Hyatt at
the Bellevue,
Philadelphia. “Giving
Voice to Content: Reenvisioning the
Business of
Information.”

Feb. 26–
Mar. 2:

Music Library
Association, Annual
Meeting, Grand Hyatt
Atlanta.

Mar. 12–15:

Visual Resources
Association, Annual
Conference, Milwaukee.
“A Visual Approach.”

Mar. 16–19:
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14. The Scottish Book of the Year Award went to John
Burnside’s Something Like Happy (Jonathan Cape), an
acclaimed collection of short stories. The Scottish First
Book of the Year Award was jointly given to American
author Tim Armstrong’s Air Cuan Dubh Drilseach (On a
Glittering Black Sea)—the first-ever Gaelic sci-fi novel
—and Eunice Buchanan’s As Far As I Can See:
Selected Poems and a Tale....
Saltire Society, Nov. 15; The Scotsman (UK), Nov. 15

2013 Governor General’s Literary Award

Eleanor Catton, winner of the Booker Prize in October,
has now claimed Canada’s Governor General’s Literary
Award for fiction for The Luminaries, a mystery set in
the 19th-century gold rush in New Zealand. The
Canadian-born, New Zealand author was the youngestever (28) winner of the Booker, for which she took
home about $80,000. The Governor General’s prize is
worth another $25,000....

Electronic Resources
and Libraries, Annual
Conference, AT&T
Executive Education
and Conference
Center, Austin, Texas.
“Exploring Ideas,
Trends, and
Technologies in EResources and Digital
Services.”

Apr. 27–
May 3:

Preservation Week.

@

More...

AbeBooks’ Reading Copy, Nov. 18

2013 Butler Book Prize

Stephen Reid, Canada’s most notorious bank robber, is
the winner of the 2013 City of Victoria (B.C.) Butler
Book Prize for A Crowbar in the Buddhist Garden:
Writing from Prison (Thistledown). The book is a
collection of unflinching, harrowing essays that detail
Reid’s experiences as an addict, criminal, writer, and
prison inmate. The prize, worth $5,000 Canadian, was
awarded at a gala event on October 16 in Victoria.
Reid was unable to attend, as he is still serving time
for a 1999 bank robbery....
AbeBooks’ Reading Copy, Nov. 15
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AL Direct is a free electronic
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Library Association.

2013 Royal Society Young People’s
Book Prize

Look inside Space by Rob Lloyd-Jones (Usborne)
has won the Royal Society Young People’s Book
Prize for 2013. The announcement was made at a
ceremony at the Royal Society in London on
November 11. The winning title was chosen from a
shortlist of six by more than 1,000 young people
at more than 100 schools and youth centers across
the UK....
Royal Society, Nov. 12

George M. Eberhart,
Editor:
geberhart@ala.org

Beverly Goldberg,
Senior Editor:
bgoldberg@ala.org

2013 Polari First Book Prize

Mari Hannah was named the winner of the 2013 Polari
First Book Prize, given for a debut work that explores
the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender
experience, on November 13 for her debut novel The
Murder Wall (Pan). She was presented with £1,000
($1,612 US) by Vincent Francois, chair of the UK LGBT
Network. The book features a lesbian detective
operating in a typically male-dominated
environment....
The Bookseller, Nov. 14
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2013 Green Carnation Prize

Andrew Solomon’s Far From the Tree (Chatto &
Windus) has won the Green Carnation Prize, which
celebrates lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender
literature. The book is a study of family that tells the
stories of parents who learn to deal with exceptional
children. The prize was founded in 2010 by author Paul
Magrs and journalist and blogger Simon Savidge as an
award celebrating the best fiction and memoirs by gay
men....

Associate Editor:
mpera@ala.org

Sanhita SinhaRoy,
Managing Editor,
American Libraries:
ssinharoy@ala.org

The Bookseller, Nov. 19

2013 Business Book of the Year

Brad Stone’s The Everything Store: Jeff Bezos and the
Age of Amazon (Little, Brown) has won the £30,000
($48,350 US) Financial Times and Goldman Sachs
Business Book of the Year award for 2013. The award,
which recognizes the book that provides “the most
compelling and enjoyable insight into modern business
issues,” was presented November 18 at a ceremony in
London. Editor Lionel Barber said the book “captures
the culture of Amazon and the character of its founder
Jeff Bezos,” describing it as “a must-read for disrupters around the
world.”...
The Bookseller, Nov. 19

Laurie D. Borman,
Editor and Publisher,
American Libraries:
lborman@ala.org
To advertise in American
Libraries Direct, contact:

Doug Lewis:
dglewis@ala.org

American Library in Paris Book Award

Fredrik Logevall has won the first American Library in
Paris Book Award for his Embers of War: The Fall of
an Empire and the Making of America’s Vietnam
(Random House). The library plans to offer the $5,000
award annually for what its jury considers the most
distinguished book of the year about France or the
encounters between France and the United States.
The jury cited Embers for its “thematic relevance for
an American institution in France, and its cautionary
pertinence at the present.”...
New York Times: Arts Beat, Nov. 18

Go back to the Top

Libraries in the News
Lafourche Parish supports its libraries

Voters in Lafourche Parish, Louisiana, rejected a
measure November 16 that would have taken
property tax money that currently goes to public
libraries and used it to build a new jail. The
parishwide proposal failed by a vote of 56% in an
election that saw a 15% turnout. Over-the-top racial
comments by parish council Chairman Lindel Toups (right) apparently
struck a nerve with library supporters....
Thibodaux (La.) Daily Comet, Nov. 16; Houma (La.) Tri-Parish Times, Nov. 13
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Twiggs library closes two weeks
after it’s built

The Twiggs County (Ga.) Public Library
closed for lack of funding November 19
without employees knowing when it would
reopen. A contentious meeting took place
the same day in which County Commission
Chairman Kenneth Fowler attempted to have the sheriff and deputies
remove Commissioner Tommie Lee Bryant. In the end, the county did
not allocate $14,000 for the library to continue operations. Fowler and
Donald Floyd voted to fund it, while Bryant voted not to. The brandnew library, which opened in early November, was built with mostly
state money. Its operating budget is funded locally....
Macon (Ga.) Telegraph, Nov. 20

UNT libraries face severe budget
crunch

The University of North Texas Libraries in
Denton were notified November 13 that they
must absorb an additional $1.7 million in
costs annually to pay benefits for employees
through student usage fees (rather than
general state funding), a move that set off a flood of social media
complaints and a new Save the UNT Library blog. The library might
have to cut roughly the same amount from its acquisitions budget
and other services to make up for the loss. However, Dean of
Libraries Martin T. Halbert released a statement November 15 saying
that speculation was premature. Brian Mathews adds, “To me the
most interesting component of this story is the advocacy.”...
Denton (Tex.) Record Chronicle, Nov. 16; Save the UNT Library; Chronicle of Higher
Education: The Ubiquitous Librarian, Nov. 17

Library services used by
homeless get support in
Minnesota

Across Minnesota, many low-income and
homeless people turn to public libraries for
health information and educational
resources. The downtown Minneapolis
Central Library sees up to 400 homeless visitors on any given day
and word is spreading that the library has services that can help
those who need it. Now those programs are getting a financial
boost.”...
Minnesota Public Radio, Nov. 16

Orland Park holds public hearing

The Orland Park (Ill.) Public Library board met November 18 to take
up its new budget and to hear comments from the public on its
internet filtering policy. About 75 people attended the meeting, the
first since the policy came under scrutiny October 21, when two
individuals demanded restrictions on access to pornography that were
similar to policies at several nearby public libraries. Orland Park Mayor
Dan McLaughlin entered the debate November 12 when he asked
Library Board President Nancy Healy to consider putting filters on
adult computers. ALA and the editors of the Chicago Sun-Times
disagree with that approach....
Chicago Tribune, Nov. 17–18; Chicago Sun-Times, Nov. 19

NYPL looks to save some
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2013/november/112013-2.htm[7/17/2014 9:18:45 AM]

AL Direct, November 20, 2013

stacks

Jennifer Maloney writes: “The New York
Public Library’s new plan for the
renovation of its landmark Fifth Avenue
building envisions a high-ceilinged
reading room with up to six levels of
century-old book stacks preserved at each end, according to a
Manhattan architect and other people who have seen the plans. The
revised design represents a response to the outcry over schematics
the library released in December 2012 that called for demolishing the
building’s seven-level book-stack structure, which provides structural
support for its Rose Main Reading Room.”...
Wall Street Journal, Nov. 15

Montana librarian faces dismissal over aromatic oils

Problems with a sinking foundation closed the Meagher County City
Library in White Sulphur Springs, Montana, for eight weeks in 2009. A
mold incursion in 2011 forced the county to reconstruct the library’s
janitorial room, and concerns about the building’s air quality shut
down the library for most of October. Now, a dispute about the use of
aromatic oils to mask a musty odor, sewer gas, and cleaning
chemicals threatens to keep the library’s hours of operation shortened
and could end with Director Debbie Benedict’s dismissal....
Great Falls (Mont.) Tribune, Nov. 14

Recovered fraud funds go to Sacramento library

A judge on November 15 approved a restitution payment of $480,000
to the Sacramento (Calif.) Public Library Authority out of assets
seized from three people convicted in a fraud case in 2011. Most of
the funds were recovered from a house owned by one of the
defendants in the fraud case, former library employee Dennis Nilsson.
Officials estimated that the library lost approximately $825,000 in a
fraudulent billing scheme....
Sacramento (Calif.) Bee, Nov. 15

Attempt to reinstate Gorton school librarian fails

After hearing the concerns of parents, teachers, and students
regarding the lack of a full-time librarian at Gorton Junior High School
in Warwick, Rhode Island, which was eliminated in the summer due to
budget cuts, the school committee considered reversing that decision
November 12 but ultimately the motion failed....
Warwick (R.I.) Beacon, Nov. 14

Neil Gaiman joins Edinburgh library
fight

Acclaimed author Neil Gaiman (right) has joined
parents and fellow novelists to criticize plans to lay
off dedicated school librarians across Edinburgh,
Scotland. Around 12 librarian posts could be
eliminated at the city’s 23 high schools as part of a
budget cut that would save £400,000 ($644,490 US).
The proposal has provoked outrage among librarians, who have
branded it a “big fat cut” that will discourage kids from reading.
Gaiman expressed his concern by tweeting messages to his 1.9
million followers....
Edinburgh Evening News, Nov. 7; Society of Authors, Nov. 19

Václav Havel Library opens in Paris
Mayor of Paris Bertrand Delanoe and Czech
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Ambassador Marie Chatardova opened the
Václav Havel Library in Paris on November 6.
The Bibliothèque Václav Havel is located in the
northern part of the city at 26 Esplanade
Nathalie Sarraute (off Rue Pajol). Named after
the former Czech president, the library offers
40,000 volumes, 3,000 DVDs, and a space
dedicated to video games....
Czech News Agency, Nov. 7

London’s French expats get their
own library

A small London library has partnered with a
counterpart in Paris to offer modern Frenchlanguage classics to appeal to the capital’s
huge population from across the Channel.
The Church Street Library at 67 Church
Street in Westminster hopes to attract French expats after it struck
an agreement with the Place des Fêtes library in Paris. The two
libraries have already exchanged 150 books....
The Independent (UK), Nov. 8

Asian resource-sharing
agreement

Librarians in China and other Asian countries
have agreed on strengthening collaboration
and promoting resource sharing in the digital
era. More than 80 chief librarians and
representatives from Asian countries and the
International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions signed
the Declaration of Kunming at the Asian Library Curator Forum, which
kicked off November 18 in Kunming, China. Watch the video (2:25)....
Xinhua, Nov. 20; CNTV News (Beijing), Nov. 19

A new national library branch
in South Korea

The National Sejong Library is
scheduled to open December 12 in
Sejong City, a new planned city in
South Korea created to house government ministries and national
agencies. The exterior of the library is in the shape of a book with two
wings that are slightly lifted up towards the sky. The library is also
attracting attention as an eco-friendly, low-energy-use facility. In
addition to its role in support of government, the Sejong Library will
also serve as a public library....
Dong-A Ilbo (Seoul), Nov. 9; Daelim, June 28

Go back to the Top

Issues
Google Book Search case
dismissed

After eight years of litigation, the US
District Court for the Southern District of
New York upheld the fair-use doctrine
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November 14 when it dismissed Authors Guild v. Google. At issue was
whether Google’s scanning of more than 20 million copies of books
from research libraries to create a searchable database constitutes a
fair use under copyright law. Judge Chin’s ruling (PDF file) was an
emphatic affirmation that yes, the Google Book Search project is a
fair use. The Authors Guild plans an appeal. The Library Copyright
Alliance welcomed Chin’s decision. Kevin Smith, Nancy Sims, Carrie
Russell, Mark C. Rosenzweig, and others offer some commentary....
District Dispatch, Nov. 14; Office for Information Technology Policy, Nov. 14; New York
Times, Nov. 15; Scholarly Communications @ Duke, Nov. 17; Copyright Librarian, Nov.
14; AL: E-Content, Nov. 19; Library Juice, Nov. 20; Library Journal: InfoDocket, Nov. 14

Trouble still ahead for some
Healthcare.gov users

Roughly one in five visitors to
Healthcare.gov won’t be able to buy
insurance coverage November 30 when
the bulk of repairs to the troubled website
are supposed to be completed, the White House announced November
18. These 20% of frustrated site users will fall into three categories:
those who aren’t comfortable using computers, those who encounter
technical problems on the site, and those with complicated family
situations that make it difficult to determine whether they qualify for
subsidies to help pay for coverage....
Government Technology, Nov. 19; New York Times: The Conscience of a Liberal, Nov. 20

Public libraries overtaxed by giving healthcare help

PLA President Carolyn A. Anthony writes: “While government officials
in Washington work to repair the Affordable Care Act’s enrollment
website and Congress investigates the site’s breakdown, Maryland
resident Marie Williams goes to her local library every week to take
computer classes. Like many Americans, Williams does not have email
or know how to use a keyboard. And yet, nationwide, patrons just like
her are required to understand the new health care website, even as
they lack basic computer skills, email, and internet access.”...
Al Jazeera America, Nov. 15

Two students launch Open
Access Button

On November 18, at an international
meeting of student advocates for
expanded access to academic research,
two undergraduates from Great Britain
announced the launch of the Open Access Button, a browser-based
tool that maps the epidemic of denied access to academic research
articles and helps users find the research they need. David Carroll
and Joseph McArthur created the button in response to their own
frustrations with gaining access to research results....
Open Access Button blog, Nov. 18

Revamping the E-rate system

Caitlin Emma writes: “Supporters of a plan
to overhaul the E-rate program for schools
and libraries, which is being fast-tracked by
the FCC and promoted by President Obama,
want to phase out the days of the clunky
computer lab and shift to putting
technology directly into students’ hands all day. But the timeline is
ambitious, and the effort faces challenges from some in the telecom
industry, which provides money for the program through fees charged
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to consumers. Despite good intentions, the work could get bogged
down by the regulatory process.”...
Politico, Nov. 19

Public libraries and web
technologies, 2012

The new Library Research Service report,
US Public Libraries and the Use of Web
Technologies, 2012 (PDF file), presents
the findings of the third iteration of its
biennial study that documents the use of various technologies on the
websites of nearly 600 public libraries throughout the US. The results
showed that public libraries made big gains in social networking,
mobile access, and text reference from 2010 to 2012....
Library Research Service, Nov. 18

Gender issues in library technology

Nicholas Schiller writes: “Conversations about gender relations, bias,
and appropriate behavior have bubbled up all over the technology
sector recently. On October 28, Sarah Houghton, director of the San
Rafael (Calif.) Public Library, moderated a panel on gender in library
technology at the Internet Librarian conference. I’d like to share my
contributions to the panel discussion that day and explain how my
understanding of the issues changed afterwards. It is my hope that
more talking and more listening about gender issues will follow.”...
ACRL TechConnect, Nov. 19

Creative destruction in libraries

Caro Pinto writes: “Joseph Schumpeter defines creative destruction as
a ‘process of industrial mutation that incessantly revolutionizes the
economic structure from within, incessantly destroying the old one,
incessantly creating a new one.’ As libraries struggle with how to
position themselves to thrive in the digital age, how can we balance
the traditional elements of librarianship like collecting and reference
with the demands of the present, all without sacrificing staffing and
support for collections, space, and community?”...
In the Library with the Lead Pipe, Nov. 20

Obama administration declassifies
secret NSA order

The Obama administration has declassified a court
order that allowed the National Security Agency to
collect records on the internet activities of millions
of Americans. The Foreign Intelligence Surveillance
Court opinion (PDF file, right) permitted the NSA to
collect records such as the “to” and “from” in
emails as well as their time and date, but did not
allow the collection of email contents. The government blacked out
the date of the order. Tim Cushing writes that the documents are “at
odds with continuous declarations that utmost care has been taken to
prevent violating the privacy of Americans.”...
The Hill, Nov. 19; Techdirt, Aug. 1, Nov. 19

The scariest part about the internet of things

Brian Fung writes: “From ovens to garage doors to insulin pumps to
vehicles, many of our devices are going to be connected to the
internet in the same sense that our phones are now. Your bathroom
scale might tell your refrigerator that you’re overweight, and your
fridge might start recommending healthier recipes. That could be
great, but it also vastly expands the universe of things that could go
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wrong, particularly when it comes to privacy.”...
Washington Post: The Switch, Nov. 19

Go back to the Top

Tech Talk
10 things you need to know about
the Playstation 4

Jordan Minor writes: “Gamers can finally get
their hands on Sony’s next-generation video
game console. With its cheaper price point
and stronger emphasis on gaming, the PS4
looks to undo the shortcomings of its
predecessor while aiming to undercut its biggest competition, the
Xbox One. Whether you are upgrading from a PS3 or are new to the
platform, here’s what you should know before you make the leap.”
Check out the PS4’s facial recognition feature....
PC Magazine, Nov. 15; ExtremeTech, Nov. 14

How to buy a laptop

Brian Westover writes: “The laptop market
has undergone major changes in the last
year, and there may be more confusion in the
laptop aisle today than at any other time.
Some laptops double as tablets, with hinges
that bend and fold, while other touch PCs are
actually slate tablets that come with accessory keyboards for laptopstyle use. There’s simply too much variety in the laptop space for one
size or style to fit every person’s needs. That’s where this buying
guide comes in.” Jump ahead to find the 10 best laptops, the best
ultrabooks, and the best gaming laptops....
PC Magazine, Nov. 6, 13–14

Can you use any charger with
any device?

Chris Hoffman writes: “Every device—
smartphone, tablet, e-reader, laptop—seems
to come with its own charger. But do you
really need all these chargers? Can you reuse the same charger for
multiple devices? The Micro-USB connectors and chargers shipped
with most modern smartphones and tablets are now supposed to be
standardized. This is a topic that’s more confusing than it should be,
given this standardization.”...
How-To Geek, Nov. 19

Make It @ your library

Katie Behrens writes: “Make It @ your library
grew out of an IMLS grant-funded library program
with the ‘intention of helping librarians realize
makerspace projects in their communities.’ So far,
the curating librarians have featured over 150
projects from Instructables that are good fits for
the library, depending on available tools,
materials, and time. Projects range from simple
stamp making to a turn-signal biking jacket (wearable electronics,
above) to a clay MaKey MaKey controller. The projects are sorted into
five categories.”...
The Library As Incubator Project, Nov. 20; Make It @ your library
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Building a dynamic image display in
Drupal with Isotope

Meghan Frazer writes: “I am in love with Isotope.
It’s not often that you hear someone profess their
love for a JQuery library (unless it’s this), but there
it is. I want to display everything in animated grids.
I also love Views Isotope, a Drupal 7 module that
enabled me to create a dynamic image gallery for our school’s Year in
Review. This module (paired with a few others) is instrumental in
building our new digital library.”...
ACRL TechConnect, Nov. 11

Create RSS feeds for Twitter

Amit Agarwal writes: “Twitter has dropped
support for RSS Feeds but there does exist
a slightly complicated solution that you
may use to generate feeds for your various
Twitter streams including Twitter search
results, user timelines, and even Twitter
lists. Without RSS feeds, it is difficult to
use your Twitter data elsewhere. But here
is a new workaround that is much easier to implement (you can get a
Twitter RSS feed in two minutes) and more reliable as well.”...
Digital Inspiration, June 14, Nov. 15

Beautifully designed tech gifts

Chandra Steele writes: “The hardest people to buy for
can be the ones who value design the most. Don’t
worry; they even have difficulty shopping for
themselves. The good news is that there are some
universally acknowledged hallmarks of good design
and PC Magazine has used them to pick out the gifts
in our gallery. Once you’ve got a Dieter Rams– or
Philippe Starck–designed gift in the bag, it’s time to
move on to the rest of your list.”...
PC Magazine, Nov. 18

Go back to the Top

E-Content
The Adobe breach and public libraries

Ken Westin writes: “We are a few weeks into the Adobe data breach
announced in October and have seen the risks that it poses. Many
think this breach only affects people who have purchased Adobe
software, but this is not the case. Doing some research, I found that
one of the key users of Adobe DRM is a company called OverDrive.
Want to use your Kindle to check out an ebook from the local public
library? Sure, but you will have to create an Adobe ID to do so, in
addition to providing your library card number.”...
The State of Security, Nov. 18; CNET News, Oct. 3

OverDrive rolls out Netflix-like
streaming video

Sarah Bayliss writes: “OverDrive announced
a new streaming video lending service now
available at the Los Angeles Public Library
and rolling out at more pilot libraries this
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month. Over time, the service will be
available to all libraries and schools that use OverDrive products.
Using the Netflix-like service, borrowers will be able to watch videos
and movies on any tablet, computer, or device with an internet
connection.”...

School Library Journal: The Digital Shift, Nov. 20; OverDrive Digital Library Blog, June 28

Libraries and digital media

Ava Seave writes: “OverDrive dominates the
US public library market with its digital
platform. According to the company, they
have annual revenues in excess of $100
million, are growing at a double-digit
percentage, and are profitable. OverDrive’s
business model is to be the most comprehensive supplier of digital
materials for the most comprehensive collection of digital gadgets.”
Be sure to read part 2 on library pricing models....
Forbes, Nov. 18–19

Goodreads comes to Kindle Fire
HD, Paperwhite

Goodreads integration will be rolling out to
Kindle Fire HD and HDX owners over-the-air
in the next couple of weeks. Alternatively,
you can visit Amazon’s website and
download Fire OS 3.1 right now. Goodreads
brings social book reading features to the tablet, so you can rate and
review books and find out what your friends are reading. A Goodreads
upgrade is also available for the Kindle Paperwhite....
Engadget, Nov. 18; GigaOM, Nov. 19

The fortuitous dis-integration of an ILS

Christopher Harris writes: “Innovative Interfaces has been a strong
player in the integrated library system field for many years, but its
new take on ebook management could thrive in the new field of disintegrated services. As more big library systems turn to external
discovery platforms and other extended digital services, the future of
the all-in-one ILS looks increasingly iffy. Part of the problem is the
unending struggle between innovation and stability.”...
AL: E-Content, Nov. 20

Preparing for digitization

Christina Duffy writes: “Planning a digitization
project can be a lengthy process. Some practical
aspects are considering the condition and format
of items, and identifying what needs to be done
to items to make them camera ready. In order to
minimize the risks of wear and tear, all items
should be assessed before appearing in the
imaging studio. Here are some examples of what to look out for.”...
British Library: Collection Care blog, Nov. 19

The dividends of digitization
investment
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Judy Ruttenberg writes: “Today the Association
of Research Libraries and Ithaka S+R, a
nonprofit research and consulting group, released
Searching for Sustainability: Strategies from
Eight Digitized Special Collections (PDF file). The report was funded by
an IMLS National Leadership Grant. From major research universities
and national museums to small historical societies and colleges, the
cases show the enormous and transformative contribution of digitized
special collections to research, teaching, community building.”...
UpNext: The IMLS Blog, Nov. 20; Association of Research Libraries, Nov. 20

An author’s take on ebooks

Anthony Howard writes: “Last year, ebook sales in the United
Kingdom more than doubled, as did their share of the entire books
market—to almost 15%. Despite an understandable reluctance on the
part of many readers to join this revolution (and in time it might well
prove to be that) ebooks are here to stay. So why not embrace them
and discover the advantages?”...
The Guardian (UK), Nov. 19

Italy experiments with ILL for
ebooks

Sue Polanka writes: “I received an email
message from Silvia Franchini in Italy about a
new ebook ILL experiment with
MediaLibraryOnline, the first Italian network of digital public libraries.
MLOL operates in libraries in 12 Italian regions, in Switzerland,
Slovenia, and in the Istituto Italiano di Cultura of Tokyo and Osaka.
The program is in a six-month beta period to loan ebooks for 14 days
across the MLOL network of libraries. The news is in Italian, but I
offer an English summary here (based on a Google translation).”...
No Shelf Required, Nov. 19; MediaLibraryOnline

Go back to the Top

Books & Reading
Libraries and librarians in comic
books

Mychal R. Ludwig writes: “LIS workers of
all categories are quite commonly utilized
in fictional settings as main and supporting
characters, as well as for incidental run-ins
with those primary persons. How exactly
are these infoprofessionals portrayed in
both personality and in comportment? I’ve
gone through my own collection of comic books and found an
encouragingly diverse set of librarians and other infoworkers.”...
INALJ, Nov. 18

Essential Scottish sci-fi

John Birch writes: “Science fiction has many strands
and can be as fun or as serious as your tastes
demand. You can choose from philosophical musings
to pulp action, from hard science to science fantasy,
from the far future to the day after tomorrow.
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Scotland has produced a diverse range of fiction to
add to this weave. Try some of these works as an
essential introduction to new worlds and speculations
on Scotland’s future.”...
Scottish Book Trust, Nov. 4

The 25 best sci-fi books of all time

Megan Willett and Peter Jacobs write: “Science fiction
is about imagination. The genre forces both readers
and writers to think beyond the confines of their own
universe while considering major themes like morality,
family, and war. The best sci-fi books show both the
opportunities and consequences of human innovation,
while demonstrating the infinite possibilities of what
could happen when we push the boundaries of
science.” This list came from threads on Reddit....
Business Insider, Nov. 8

Ten great forgotten classics

Alison Nastasi writes: “The classics are classics for a
reason, and while some novels hold timeless appeal,
others have faded into obscurity. An interesting list
highlighted in The Times Literary Supplement was
written by editor Clement K. Shorter for the Illustrated
London News in 1898. He named 100 of the best
novels ever written. We browsed Shorter’s picks and
selected 10 great books that should inspire further
exploration.”...
Flavorwire, Nov. 16; The TLS Blog, Oct. 30

The girl myth in YA fiction

Kelly Jensen writes: “In the YA fiction realm—and
beyond it, too—we trap teen girl characters into two
mythologies. The first is that girls should only have
decorated edges, smooth and palatable. The second is
that of the girl who is ‘not like’ other girls, who often
doesn’t know what it even means to be a girl. It’s
these mythologies that stir intense reader reactions,
and these mythologies continue because both authors
and readers perpetuate them.”...
Book Riot, Nov. 18

Classic YA heroines of the past

Leah Pickett writes: “Young adults still enjoy reading,
especially when the story is set in a sci-fi dystopian
universe and the hero is their age. This got me
thinking about how the literary heroes of today
compare to those of YA novels past, and why girls
cling to an abysmal role model like Twilight’s Bella
Swan when they have so many others from classic
literature to admire. Could The Hunger Games’s
Katniss even exist without the spunky, brave, and
arguably more complex heroines who came before?”...
Leah Pickett: WBEZ-FM, Chicago, Nov. 19
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What would The Big Bang Theory
characters read?

Brandi Smits writes: “What books would I recommend
to my favorite TV and movie characters? I decided to
examine the possible reading tastes of the ensemble
cast of The Big Bang Theory. Some of the characters
may be obvious in their reading preferences. How
many times have we heard Raj talk about Twilight? So
now, here are my recommendations for our nerdy
male Big Bang friends.”...
YALSA The Hub, Nov. 19

Teens coming to America

Diane Colson writes: “Thanksgiving offers the perfect
opportunity to appreciate the experiences of young
people who have immigrated to the United States. All
of the books listed here have appeared on various
YALSA lists. They are true accounts; memoirs,
biographies, and third-person accounts. There are also
many great YA novels that explore the difficulties teens
face when first encountering American culture.”...
YALSA The Hub, Nov. 18

Seven famous lost literary works

Jason Diamond writes: “In 1956, Ernest Hemingway
discovered in a trunk stored at the Ritz Hotel in Paris
for some 30 years several lost manuscripts and notes,
some of which would eventually make up A Moveable
Feast, one of the most famous literary memoirs ever.
But think about the works by all the great writers that
didn’t survive. Whether tossed into the fire, stolen, or
just plain lost in a box somewhere, here are a few storied pieces of
writing that we’ll probably never get to read.”...
Flavorwire, Nov. 19

Go back to the Top

Tips & Ideas
JFK Library invites public to
online tribute

The John F. Kennedy Presidential Library
and Foundation in Boston announced
November 19 the launch of An Idea Lives
On, an online tribute to JFK that aims to
create a multigenerational conversation
about the many ways in which the legacy of our nation’s 35th
president lives on today. Named for Kennedy’s observation that “A
man may die, nations may rise and fall, but an idea lives on,” the
project invites the public to participate in the creation of an
interactive documentary....
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum, Nov. 19

33 teaching resources on the Kennedy
assassination
Julie Greller writes: “I have had an interest in the
JFK assassination since 8th grade, when I wrote a
research paper on it. This monumental event has
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captivated the world and has remained a mystery to
those of us who believe that a conspiracy was
involved. Friday, November 22, 2013, marks the
50th anniversary of Kennedy’s death. His youthful
good looks will forever be frozen in time. This is a teaching moment
for all students.”...
A Media Specialist’s Guide to the Internet, Nov. 18

JFK and the National Library of Medicine

Kenneth M. Koyle and Jeffrey S. Reznick write: “One
chapter in John F. Kennedy’s legacy involves the
National Library of Medicine. During his tenure as
senator of Massachusetts (1953–1960), Kennedy
cosponsored with Alabama Sen. J. Lister Hill a bill that
transferred the library, then known as the Armed
Forces Medical Library, to the US Public Health
Service and named it the National Library of Medicine.
Kennedy saw his vision realized in 1962.”...
Circulating Now, Nov. 18

Warren Report available through
GPO

The US Government Printing Office has made
the official digital version of the 900-page
Warren Commission Report, published in
September 1964, available on the agency’s
Federal Digital System (large PDF file). The
commission was created by President Lyndon
Johnson and chaired by Chief Justice Earl Warren to investigate
President Kennedy’s assassination. Georgetown University’s Lauinger
Library, a federal depository library, provided a copy of the report for
digitization....
Government Printing Office, Nov. 18

Oswald had an overdue library book

After the assassination, the FBI asked Dallas Public
Library Director Lillian Bradshaw (who later became
ALA president in 1970–1971) for records of Lee
Harvey Oswald’s transactions at the library. The search
took months, according to a current display at the J.
Erik Jonsson Central Library, because circulation
records, stored on microfiche, weren’t indexed. Oswald
had checked out one book that was overdue at the
time of his death: The Shark and the Sardines, by
former Guatemalan President Juan José Arévalo....
Dallas Morning News: The Scoop Blog, Nov. 12

LC to preserve public
broadcasting archive

Early interviews with John F. Kennedy,
Hubert Humphrey, Thurgood Marshall (right),
and Ronald Reagan are part of a collection of
public broadcast recordings dating to the
1950s that will be preserved at the Library of
Congress. Under a project funded by the
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Corporation for Public Broadcasting and announced November 14,
some 40,000 hours of radio and TV content is being digitized for longterm preservation. It will become the American Archive of Public
Broadcasting and will be housed at the library’s National Audio-Visual
Conservation Center in underground vaults in Culpeper, Virginia....
Washington Post, Nov. 14; Library of Congress, Nov. 14

Clearing the mind clutter

Jill E. Luedke writes: “As a teacher of lifelong research skills, it’s part
of my responsibility to give students tools to help them handle their
frustrations and preconceptions about research. How could I expect
students to process what I was saying if their brains weren’t ready to
receive the information? I began the experiment of devoting a few
minutes of my sessions to guided mindful meditation as a way of
preparing them to be receptive learners.”...
ACRLog, Nov. 18

Wikipedian in Residence
programs

Dorothy Howard writes: “After three-and-ahalf months at the Metropolitan New York
Library Council, I’m still figuring out what it
means to be a consortium-based Wikipedianin-Residence. Consortium WiRs have a different set of tasks and
responsibilities than the more familiar WiR model. In the traditional
WiR role, the WiR generally presides over the editing activities of a
particular institution and creates and edits content about the
institution’s history, collections, and related topics. As I see it, there
are three main types of WiR positions.”...
Wikimedia Blog, Nov. 15

Call for IFLA poster sessions

Interested in presenting a poster session at the IFLA World Library
and Information Congress in Lyon, France? Presenters of a poster
must be present on August 18–19, 2014, in order to explain their
posters and hand out informational materials. The deadline for
applications is February 3....
International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions

WorldCat shows dispersal of
global resources

Karen Smith-Yoshimura writes: “A
differentiating feature of WorldCat is that
it includes more than two billion holdings
of libraries from around the world. My
colleague Roy Tennant recently
generated statistics on the Arabic-language resources described in
WorldCat records. I was struck by the dispersal of the holdings of
those materials, as shown in this map (above).”...
Hanging Together, Nov. 19

Top 10 fears of a programming librarian

Jamie Lausch Vander Broek writes: “While planning a program earlier
this year, a familiar fear sat in residence in the back of my mind.
What if this turns out to be totally lame? It’s something I find myself
thinking often during the planning process, along with repeated
worries about marketing and connecting with an audience. Here is a
list of my top 10 fears, which I present as potentially common to all
programming librarians.”...
Programming Librarian, Nov. 14
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Learning when to say “End program”

Marge Loch-Wouters writes: “One of the truly bright spots of youth
librarianship is the sheer fun and creativity—the inventiveness—of our
programming work with kids and families. But, we also know that, as
good as our ideas are and as often as they work swell, the time
comes when the program or format just isn’t making it anymore. The
trick is to know when to say when—when to make a major change in
direction or end a limping program.”...
Tiny Tips for Library Fun, Nov. 19

ARL Salary Survey

The Association of Research Libraries has published
the ARL Annual Salary Survey 2012–2013 , which
analyzes salary data for all professional staff
working in the 125 ARL member libraries during
2012–2013. Data are reported for 10,072
professional staff in the 115 university ARL libraries and for 3,823
professional staff in the 10 nonuniversity ARL libraries....
Association of Research Libraries, Nov. 19

A short list of Thanksgiving lesson resources

Richard Byrne writes: “American Thanksgiving is now about one week
away. Thanksgiving-themed lessons are taking place in classrooms all
over the United States. If you’re looking for some Thanksgiving lesson
ideas, take a look at the following resources.”...
Free Technology for Teachers, Nov. 15

Mother Goose on the Loose iPad app

“Felt Board: Mother Goose on the Loose,” a new
nursery rhyme and flannel board app for the iPad, is
designed to help librarians, parents, and caregivers
foster curiosity and a love of learning in young
children. Developed by Software Smoothie, the app
is based on Betsy Diamant-Cohen’s award-winning
early literacy program, long offered in public libraries throughout the
country. It is available at no cost from iTunes....
Mother Goose on the Loose, Nov. 14

YA app of the week: Shadow puppet

Carli Spina writes: “Shadow Puppet is a great new iOS
app that has uses for both teens and librarians. The
app, which has versions for iPhone and iPad, makes it
easy to create slide shows of your pictures and add a
soundtrack or voiceover to the resulting video. You can
either take new pictures from within the Shadow Puppet app or load
one or more images from your device’s camera roll. Once you have
selected images, you can rearrange their order and then record an
audio track with the click of a button.”...
YALSA Blog, Nov. 13

A visit to the Lovett School Story
Studio

Buffy Hamilton writes: “On November 13, I
had the opportunity to visit the Lovett
School Story Studio Project in Atlanta. I
have been following this project since its
inception a little over a year ago, when it set
out to explore the question: If a classroom were no longer filled with
immovable desks aligned in rows, could it become a space that
invited—even required—student collaboration, creativity, and critical
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thinking?”...

The Unquiet Librarian, Nov. 14

Hotel libraries: A growing
trend

Elaine Glusac writes: “Traditional brickand-mortar bookstores have proved
vulnerable to ebooks and the web, but
many new hotels aim to distinguish
themselves with old-fashioned pages that
guests can actually turn, housing libraries that range from historic
collections to trendy ones. Newer literary-minded hotels are
establishing places for the reader and browser to go that, in the best
cases, further an understanding of the destination.”...
New York Times, Nov. 14

Differences between librarian and department head

Brian Herzog writes: “After I thought about it a bit, I realized that the
differences between librarian and department head consist of a
laundry list of the least-fun things about my job: paperwork, staff
management, more meetings. The prospect of conveying in an
interview for a department head job that you’re aware of these
differences, and how you’d handle them, is an interesting challenge.
Here are a few of my thoughts.”...
Swiss Army Librarian, Nov. 14

The lost art of library postcards

Jason Diamond writes: “We don’t celebrate
our public libraries the way we once did.
Yet, as anyone who’s ever dug through a
box of vintage postcards will remember,
the public library was once a landmark, a
source of public pride that represented the
best of a city. As we work to keep our local libraries open, these
beautiful 20th-century postcards serve as nostalgic reminders of just
what we’re fighting for.”...
Flavorwire, Nov. 19

Libraries and water features on
postcards

Larry Nix writes: “Waterways and water
features make very interesting settings for
libraries. Sometimes the settings are
spectacular, and sometimes they pose a
great risk to the library and its contents.
I’m always on the lookout for postcards that depict libraries in more
interesting ways than the typical front façade view. Here are some
postcards from my collection that depict libraries and nearby water
features.”...
Library History Buff Blog, Nov. 17

The “joys” of library work

Roz Warren writes: “I’ve worked behind the
circulation desk at a suburban Philadelphia
public library for over a decade and I’m happy
to report that most of our patrons are
pleasant, reasonable people who are a joy to
deal with. And then there are the others.
Because we librarians are helpful and
courteous by nature, we refrain from telling these folks off. Which,
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given what we’re dealing with, calls for its own special guide book.”...
Philadelphia Metropolis, Dec. 5, 2012

Go back to the Top

American Libraries Magazine, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago, IL 60611
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American Libraries Online
Friday night library lights

Adam Doster writes: “Fantasy sports are a $2
billion industry now, catering to 36 million North
American players, a bloc that has nearly doubled
since 2007. Not surprisingly, hundreds of websites
have sprouted in recent years, all peddling detailed
and insightful information as they try to gain a
foothold in the growing market. Some are more
reliable than others, and librarians are well positioned to help
interested players sift through what’s available. Some library systems,
like the one in the Topeka and Shawnee County (Kans.) Public
Library, have gone so far as to set up the library’s own internal
leagues.”...
American Libraries feature

Brave new library

Tim Inklebarger writes: “The award-winning
Innovation Lab at Chicago Public Library—
home to a Maker Lab featuring 3D printers,
laser cutters, vinyl cutters, and a milling
machine—took center stage at the Library
Journal Directors’ Summit conference held
at the Harold Washington Library Center on November 19–20.
Participants got a chance to tour the lab and other innovative techcentric initiatives at the library. The Maker Lab has a little over a
month left at the library before the temporary program ends on
December 31.”...
AL: The Scoop, Nov. 22

Dispatches from the Field: Not just angels on a pin

Jason Vaughan writes: “‘Innovation’ is a broad, amorphous concept.
In today’s volatile higher education environment, the day is long past
where the word does not crop up—whether in library meetings,
memos, coffee conversations, or annual conference themes. To gain
further insight, I explored several avenues that extend the
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conversation and shed more light on the library community’s use of
the word.”...
American Libraries column, Nov./Dec.

Librarian’s Library: Continuous
learning

Karen Muller writes: “Funds shift, coworkers leave, a
new director arrives. Such unexpected job changes
may require you to learn a new skill—fast. In my
experience, I feel as though I can learn nearly
anything from books. Even if I need to take a class,
watch a webinar, or participate in a hands-on
demonstration, reading about a topic beforehand
helps immeasurably. In that vein, one or more of
these books may help you with your personal learning list.”...
American Libraries column, Nov./Dec.

Next AL Live: Web-scale discovery services

If you are interested in web-scale discovery services, you won’t want
to miss the upcoming American Libraries Live episode, when an
expert panel will discuss how they work and how you can get the
most out of them. Tune in at 2 p.m. Eastern time on December 5 for
this free, streaming video broadcast that you can view from your
home, library, or on the go. Joining us for the 60-minute discussion
will be Gwen Evans, Courtney Greene, and Edward Smith....
American Libraries, Nov. 25

Go back to the Top

ALA News
Panel discussion: TEDx in the
library

Teri Skillman, Meg Omainsky, and Chrystie
Hill (right) will share their success stories and
strategies for conducting TEDx events that
have energized and empowered community
conversations in the library during a panel discussion moderated by
ALA President Barbara K. Stripling. “Talk About Innovation! TEDx @
your library” will take place on January 26 at the ALA Midwinter
Meeting in Philadelphia and will focus on innovative and engaging
uses of TEDx in the library for community engagement....
Office of ALA Governance, Nov. 25

Lafourche teens create book on censorship

Six Louisiana teens are newly published authors. Knowledge
Deleted__ is a graphic novel about censorship and what happens
when the freedom to read for all is challenged by a few. The book
was created by teens attending a three-day workshop on comic book
drawing, book banning, and censorship at the Lockport branch of the
Lafourche Parish Library. The book is the result of a grant from the
Judith Krug Memorial Fund for Banned Books Week, in partnership
with ALA and the Freedom to Read Foundation....
Houma (La.) Courier, Nov. 25

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2013/november/112713-2.htm[7/17/2014 9:18:57 AM]

AL Direct, November 27, 2013

Call for international papers

The ALA International Papers and Projects Committee invites
proposals for presentations to be made at the 2014 ALA Annual
Conference in Las Vegas. Presentations will be delivered at the
International Papers Session scheduled for June 28. The theme will be
“Ebooks and E-Readers: Leveling the Playing Field or Widening the
Digital Gap?” The deadline for submitting proposals is December 20....
International Relations Office, Nov. 25

Call for international poster sessions

The ALA International Relations Round Table International Poster
Sessions Committee invites you to submit poster session proposals on
international themes at the 2014 ALA Annual Conference in Las
Vegas. Sessions will be held at the Las Vegas Convention Center on
June 28–29. The deadline for submitting proposals is January 17....
International Relations Office, Nov. 25

Libraries
on Film

Turn the pages of patriotism
with ALA

Tammy Kiter writes: “Thoughts of World
War I do not necessarily conjure up
images of soldiers reading for leisure. We
tend to recall seeing photographs of
brave young men engaged in trench
warfare and scenes of the horrific
aftermath of brutal battles. But through
the efforts of ALA, thousands of US servicemen and allied forces were
given an opportunity to step away from the training camps and
battlefields and into the pages of a book, magazine, or newspaper
sent from the home front.”...
New-York Historical Society: From the Stacks, Aug. 28

Go back to the Top

Toute la mémoire du
monde (1956,
France). This
documentary short
directed by Alain
Resnais shows the
behind-the-scenes
workings of the
Bibliothèque Nationale
and follows a new
book around as it is
processed, cataloged,
and shelved.

Featured review: Religion

Hobson, Theo. Reinventing Liberal
Christianity. Sept. 2013, 304p. Eerdmans,
hardcover (978-0-8028-6840-1).
Liberal Christianity has been fighting secondclass status for decades, but Hobson believes
it should and must be revived, because other
strains of Christianity—orthodoxy, American
Evangelicalism, fundamentalism—uphold
neither the separation of church and state
nor the liberty of conscience that, he asserts,
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God wills. Perhaps the most important element in reviving
liberal Christianity, Hobson says, is the revival of the cultic
aspect of Christianity....

Top 10 religion and
spirituality books: 2013

Ilene Cooper writes: “Contentious and
controversial, but also faith-affirming and humanizing—all of
those qualities and more are to be found in this year’s top 10
books on religion and spirituality, originally reviewed in
Booklist from November 15, 2012, through November 1,
2013.” For example, in Going Clear: Scientology, Hollywood,
and the Science of Belief, author Lawrence Wright “offers a
fascinating look behind the curtain of an organization whose
ambition and influence are often at odds with its secretive
ways.”...

Novels about the JFK assassination

Ben Segedin writes: “According to Jill Abramson
in the New York Times, 40,000 books about
JFK have been published in the 50 years since
his death. Among those 40,000 titles are novels
that use Kennedy’s assassination as a key
subject. They range from the pulpy to the
literary, from the ludicrous to the selfconsciously artistic. To mark the 50th
anniversary of that dark day, we present 50
books, arranged in chronological order. They include what-ifs,
time travels, alternate theories, political thrillers, and artistic
explorations.”...

@

Transformers:
Revenge of the
Fallen (2009). Isabel
Lucas plays Alice, a
Decepticon Pretender,
who chases Sam (Shia
LeBeouf), Leo (Ramon
Rodriguez), and
Mikaela (Megan Fox)
into a Princeton library
and destroys it,
crashing through walls
and knocking over
bookshelves and
tables. Scenes were
filmed outside the
Firestone Library at
Princeton and at the
Free Library of
Philadelphia.

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
Go back to the Top

Philadelphia Update
The Mütter Museum

America’s finest museum of medical history,
the Mütter (at 19 South 22nd Street, a short
bus ride from the convention center) displays
its beautifully preserved collections of
anatomical specimens, models, and medical
instruments in a 19th century “cabinet
museum” setting. Run by the College of Physicians of Philadelphia,
the museum’s collection includes the shared liver of original Siamese
twins Chang and Eng, pieces of Einstein’s brain, hanging skeletons
(right), antique surgical tools, the Hyrtl skull collection (if you like
this, you can adopt one of these skulls for $200), all sorts of bottled
fetuses, and a nine-foot colon....
Mütter Museum; Wired, Nov. 22

JFK “Single Bullet” exhibit

Philadelphia University’s Paul J. Gutman Library
(4201 Henry Avenue) is hosting an exhibition
through April 11 that showcases US Senator
Arlen Specter’s seminal role in the Warren
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Commission investigation of the 1963 assassination of President John
F. Kennedy. The exhibition depicts Specter’s selection, participation,
and unique contributions to the Warren Commission’s activities and
final report, with special attention focused on his “single bullet theory
or conclusion.” It is open to the public on weekdays....
Arlen Specter Center for Public Policy

Elfreth’s Alley

This Philadelphia street is said to be the
oldest continuously inhabited street in the
US, dating back to 1702. Currently, there
are 32 houses on Elfreth’s Alley, all private
homes built between 1728 and 1836 except
for the Elfreth’s Alley Museum at #124 and
126. The alley is a rare surviving example of
18th-century working-class housing. The site, an 18-minute walk from
the convention center, stands in sharp contrast to the more frequently
preserved grand mansion houses of Philadelphia’s Society Hill
neighborhood....

This AL Direct feature
describes hundreds of films
(and some TV shows) in
which libraries and librarians
are featured, from 1912 to
the present. The full list is a
Web Extra associated with
The Whole Library
Handbook 5, edited by
George M. Eberhart and
published by ALA Editions.
You can browse the films on
our Libraries on Film
Pinterest board.

Wikipedia; Elfreth’s Alley Association

Movies set or filmed in
Philadelphia

Dan McQuade lists Philadelphia films in this
roundup, including Blow Out (“the best movie
filmed in Philadelphia”), Trading Places (“the
funniest movie set in Philadelphia”), and
Unbreakable (with Bruce Willis as “one of the best Philadelphia heroes
in any movie”). An earlier, 20-best list has a few more. Have the urge
to visit Rocky locations? Here is a guide. Other Philly film locations
are grouped here....
Philadelphia, May 6, 2008; Nov. 14, 2012; The Worldwide Guide to Movie Locations

The rise and fall of the
Philadelphia Commercial
Museum

Larry Nix writes: “Unlike the ALA members
who celebrated ALA’s 50th anniversary in
Philadelphia in 1926, members attending
the Midwinter Meeting in January will be unable to visit one of
America’s most influential commercial museums and libraries. Opened
in 1897 at 34th and South Streets, the Commercial Museum was once
the greatest resource for international trade information in the US. It
closed in 1994, a shadow of its former self. This 1919 postal card
(above) acknowledges a Swiss acquisition.”...
Library History Buff Blog, Sept. 26, 2011; Nov. 27

Five best travel planning apps

Alan Henry writes: “Whether you’re hitting the
road or taking to the skies, you could do with a digital companion to
help you plan your itinerary, make sure your tickets and connections
are all lined up, and that you have plenty of time to do everything
you want (or need) to do while you’re traveling. This week, we’re
looking at five of the best travel planning apps or services.”...
Lifehacker, Nov. 24

Gadgets and apps for travel

Amy Azzarito writes: “Check out these 10
favorite gadgets and apps to make your travel
experience a little easier. From noise-canceling
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seeking a full-time
Outreach Services
Librarian. The individual
selected will plan and
direct the delivery of all
outreach efforts
through a variety of
programs and projects,
as well as managing
our public relations and
social media
presence....
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headphones (for that airplane ride) to apps that
promise to give you a break from the constant
barrage of email, there is sure to be something
on this list that makes your travel a little merrier.”...
LifeScoop, Nov. 14

Securing medications for your trip

Diana Rodriguez writes: “If you take daily medications, it’s especially
important that you stay informed about what the regulations currently
are for taking prescription drugs on an airplane. Obviously, you can’t
leave the gate without them. If you’re packing prescription drugs or
other medications in a carry-on bag, follow some expert
recommendations to get them safely through security.”...

@

More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week

Everyday Health

Why people get sick on airplanes

Robert T. Gonzalez writes: “If you’re about to
fly somewhere, you’re probably dreading the
possibility that you’ll catch a bug along the
way. And with good reason: Many people
come down with something nasty in the days
following an airplane flight. Why does this happen, and how can you
keep yourself from getting sick?”...
io9, Nov. 26

Accumulate all your frequent flyer miles in one
place

Anil Polat writes: “Scattered airline miles aren’t likely to do many
flyers much good since most people tend to hop around airlines,
making it tough to save up a useful amount with any one carrier. So
how do you actually get all of your airline miles in one place?”...
Lifehacker, Nov. 27

Go back to the Top

Division News
Support libraries and teen
literacy

Donate to YALSA to help create a world
where all teens have access to great
libraries. As part of Giving Tuesday on
December 3, the division’s goal is to
raise $2,000 to send two YALSA
members to Washington, D.C., to advocate for library services for
teens. Supporting libraries and teens is easier than you think. Check
out nine other ways you can help to make a difference, and watch
this “Teens Need Libraries” video (2:03)....
YALSA; YouTube, Nov. 20

RUSA institute on genealogy

RUSA’s full-day professional development institute, “Genealogy
Resources for Librarians,” January 24 at the Philadelphia Free Library,
will address issues of importance in genealogy research. Nationally
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Propaganda Posters,
a new digital collection
at Washington State
University Libraries in
Pullman, shows how
propaganda posters
(or “weapons on the
wall”) helped
governments influence
citizens’ public and
private behavior and
decisions during World
Wars I and II. The
collection features
roughly 520 images of
posters made between
1914 and 1945.
Posters strengthened
public support for the
wars by providing
“message control”
about the
government’s allies
and enemies.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site, Check out
our Featured Digital
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known specialists will discuss everything from free resources to future
directions at the National Archives and Records Administration to
webinar outreach and instruction, new online offerings, government
documents, Quaker resources, and making the financial case for
genealogical librarianship. Register online....
RUSA, Nov. 20

Managing multigenerational teams

Is managing your baby-boomer staff the same as managing
millennials? Not always. LLAMA will present “Talking About the
Generations: Communicating with and Managing Intergenerational
Teams,” 1:30–3 p.m. Central time on December 11. Register
online....
LLAMA, Nov. 22

Join United for Libraries and receive a
free book

New United for Libraries personal members who join
by February 28 will receive their choice of The
Complete Library Trustee Handbook or Even More
Great Ideas for Libraries and Friends. Current
personal members of ALA can join United for Libraries
for $50, prorated to match current membership
expiration....
United for Libraries, Nov. 25

Go back to the Top

Awards & Grants
John Cotton Dana Award accepting
online entries

ALA is now accepting submissions for the 2014 John
Cotton Dana Award. The award, which is
administered by LLAMA, honors outstanding library
public relations. Eight $10,000 awards are granted
each year by the H. W. Wilson Foundation, and the
annual awards ceremony is sponsored by ALA and EBSCO Information
Services. A new website has been created for entries to be submitted
electronically....
EBSCO, Nov. 25

Attend the 2013 I Love My Librarian
Awards ceremony

Join other librarians, library students, and advocates
in New York City on December 17 to honor the 10
winners of the 2013 Carnegie Corporation of New
York / New York Times I Love My Librarian Award.
There will be a special appearance by Richard Ford
(right), winner of the 2012 Andrew Carnegie Medal
for Excellence in Fiction, for his work Canada. The ceremony will be at
the TimesCenter, 242 West 41st Street, 6–8 p.m....
I Love Libraries

ALA recognition awards and grants

This is the last week to nominate yourself, colleagues, or your library
for a 2014 ALA recognition award or grant. The deadline for most
awards and grants is December 2....
Office of ALA Governance, Nov. 26
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Libraries Pinterest board.

Noted and
Quoted
“It’s amazing to me
that people come in
with these devices
like smart phones,
they’ll know the
book they want but
they’ve never even
contemplated
checking the catalog.
So some things
never change in the
profession. I think
we’ve made finding
things so hard that
we’re always going
to have a job in
libraries.”
—Jan Perrier, director of the
Mendham (N.J.) Borough
Library, Morristown (N.J.)
Daily Record, Nov. 17.
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Calendar
Dec. 9–11:

International
Conference on AsiaPacific Digital
Libraries, Bangalore,
India. “Social Media
and Community
Networks.”

Dec. 11–13:

Specialized
Information
Publishers’
Marketing
Conference, The
Cosmopolitan, Las
Vegas.

Jan. 8:

CurateGear 2014,
University of North
Carolina, Chapel Hill.
“Enabling the Curation
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of Digital Collections.”

Nominations extended for the Immroth Award

The John Phillip Immroth Memorial Award honors intellectual freedom
fighters in and outside the library profession who have demonstrated
remarkable personal courage in resisting censorship. The award
consists of $500 and a citation. The deadline for nominations for the
2014 award has been extended to February 14....
Office for Intellectual Freedom, Nov. 22

National Friends of Libraries Week Awards

The deadline to apply for the United for Libraries National Friends of
Libraries Week Awards has been extended to December 31. Two
awards of $250 will be given to Friends of the Library groups for
activities that were held during National Friends of Libraries Week,
October 20–26. Application materials are available online....
United for Libraries, Nov. 25

Innovative International Library Projects

Nominations are open for the ALA Presidential Citation for Innovative
International Library Projects. Citations are awarded each year by the
ALA President at the International Relations Round Table’s
International Librarians Reception during the ALA Annual Conference
to recognize innovative contributions to international librarianship. The
deadline for nominations is January 1....

Jan. 24:

Bibliographic Society
of America, Annual
Meeting, New York
City.

Feb. 4–5:

IFLA International
Newspaper
Conference, Family
Search Headquarters,
Salt Lake City. “Start
Spreading the News.”

Feb. 5:

Digital Learning Day.

Feb. 7:

International Relations Office, Nov. 25

Online Northwest
Conference, CH2M
Hill Alumni Center,
Oregon State
University, Corvallis.

Humphry Award nominations

Mar. 12–15:

ALA is accepting nominations for the 2014 John Ames Humphry /
OCLC / Forest Press Award for International Librarianship. The award,
a prize of $1,000, is given to a librarian or person who has made
significant contributions to international librarianship. The deadline for
nominations is January 1....
International Relations Office, Nov. 25

Bogle Pratt Travel Fund Award

ALA is accepting nominations for the 2014 Bogle Pratt International
Travel Fund, sponsored by the Bogle Memorial Fund and the Pratt
Institute School of Information and Library Science. An award of
$1,000 is given to an ALA member to attend their first international
conference. The deadline for applications is January 1....
International Relations Office, Nov. 25

Apply for a Trustee Conference Grant

United for Libraries is accepting applications for the its Gale Trustee
Conference Grant. The grant of $850 plus full conference registration
enables a public library trustee to attend the ALA Annual Conference
for the first time. A formal presentation to the winner is made at the
conference. Apply by January 15....
United for Libraries, Nov. 25

AILA/APALA Talk Story project
grants

The American Indian Library Association and the
Asian/Pacific American Librarians Association are
again offering mini-grants, sponsored by Toyota
Financial Services, for the Talk Story: Sharing
Stories, Sharing Culture literacy program. Grant
applications will be available beginning in December and will be due
February 15....
Talk Story, Nov. 21
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Visual Resources
Association, Annual
Conference, Milwaukee.

Apr. 2–6:

Association of
Independent
Information
Professionals, Annual
Conference, Hyatt
Regency Baltimore on
the Inner Harbor,
Baltimore. “Chart Your
Course in Charm City.”

Apr. 9–13:

Society of
Architectural
Historians, Annual
Conference, Austin,
Texas.

Apr. 11:

Symposium on
Diversity in LIS
Education, University
of Maryland, College
Park.

May 28–30:

Society for Scholarly
Publishing, Annual
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Health Science Librarians video contest
winners

The winners for the “Health Sciences Librarians Make a
Difference” video contest sponsored by Wolters Kluwer
Health have been announced. All entries were judged
by an expert panel comprised of clinicians, librarians,
and publishers who reviewed the videos on the basis of
creativity and originality, quality, and content of the
message. The first prize went to the University of
Missouri–Kansas City Health Sciences Library for its
“Spot of Tea” video (right, 2:22)....
Wolters Kluwer Health; YouTube, Oct. 31

National Book Award winners for 2013

The winners of the National Book Awards were
announced by the National Book Foundation at a gala
dinner in New York City on November 20. James
McBride won the fiction award for The Good Lord Bird
(Riverhead), while George Packer won the nonfiction
award for The Unwinding: An Inner History of the New
America (Farrar Straus Giroux). The Young People’s
Literature Award went to Cynthia Kadohata for The
Thing About Luck (Atheneum)....
GalleyCat, Nov. 21

Meeting, The Westin
Boston Waterfront,
Boston. “Who’s at
Stake and What’s at
Stake? Looking
Outward at the Future
of Scholarly
Publishing.”

June 6:

Great Lakes
Resource Sharing
Conference, Hilton
Garden Inn at
Perrysburg, Toledo,
Ohio.
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Royal Society Winton Prize

Theoretical physicist Sean Carroll has won the
£25,000 ($40,530 US) Royal Society Winton Prize for
Science Books. Carroll’s The Particle at the End of the
Universe (Oneworld) tells the story of the hunt for the
elusive Higgs Boson. Uta Frith from University College
London said the book “is an exceptional example of
the genre and a real rock star of a book.” Previous
winners of this prize have included Stephen Hawking
and Bill Bryson....
The Bookseller, Nov. 26

2013 Inky Awards

The Centre for Youth Literature at the State Library of
Victoria on November 27 announced the winners of
the 2013 Inky Awards, Australia’s only national teen
choice literary prize. The Gold Inky, awarded to an
Australian author, includes $2,000 prize money and
went to My Life As an Alphabet by Barry Jonsberg
(Allen & Unwin). The Silver Inky, awarded to an
international author, went to The Raven Boys by
Maggie Stiefvater (Scholastic)....

AL Direct is a free electronic
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Wednesday to personal
members of the American
Library Association.

George M. Eberhart,
Editor:
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Beverly Goldberg,
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State Library of Victoria, Nov. 27
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Twiggs library reopens with
school funds

The Twiggs County Public Library in
Jeffersonville, Georgia, reopened November
22, but it will need more money soon to
stay open past New Year’s Day. Library
officials learned that they would receive
$5,000 from the Twiggs County school board to make that happen.
The county’s new library was built using a $1.15 million state grant
and a $600,000 insurance payment from the loss of the previous
library building in a fire. It opened earlier in the month but closed
November 19 during a dispute over funding....
Macon (Ga.) Telegraph, Nov. 22

I Hunt Killers challenged at Lexington
high school

Parent Kassie Bennet claims that I Hunt Killers by Barry
Lyga is too violent for teens and should be removed
from the reading list and library at Henry Clay High
School in Lexington, Kentucky. Now the Fayette County
School System is trying to decide whether the awardwinning book should be accessible to students....

Sanhita SinhaRoy,
Managing Editor,
American Libraries:
ssinharoy@ala.org

Laurie D. Borman,
Editor and Publisher,
American Libraries:
lborman@ala.org
To advertise in American
Libraries Direct, contact:

Doug Lewis:
dglewis@ala.org

WLEX-TV, Lexington, Ky., Nov. 21

Eleanor and Park will remain at Anoka
High School

Some parents at Anoka (Minn.) High School
challenged Eleanor and Park, a YA novel by Rainbow
Rowell, but a panel concluded the novel was honest
and realistic, not profane. The parents of a high
school freshman, partnering with the conservative
Parents Action League, challenged the book’s place in
school libraries, calling it “vile profanity.” They cited
227 instances of coarse language and sexuality. But
this novel about first love, bullying, and poverty will remain on high
school library shelves....
Minneapolis Star Tribune, Nov. 22

NYPL acquires Tom Wolfe papers

Author and journalist Tom Wolfe (on the left) is
about to be enshrined in one of the city’s most
august institutions, thanks to the sale of his
archives to the New York Public Library. The
$2.15 million acquisition, largely paid for with a
private donation, was approved by the library’s
board on November 20. It will add significantly
to its holdings not just in American literature but
in the history of New York City as well, said Anthony W. Marx, NYPL
president and chief executive....
New York Times, Nov. 20; New York Public Library, Nov. 21

Libraries help tornado victims
recover lost items

The Washington (Ill.) District Library and
Morton (Ill.) Public Library are accepting
personal items found during cleanup efforts
following the destructive tornado of
November 17. More than 200 personal
papers and about 150 photos have been

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2013/november/112713-2.htm[7/17/2014 9:18:57 AM]

Katie Bane:
kbane@ala.org
Send news and feedback:
aldirect@ala.org
AL Direct FAQ:
americanlibrariesmagazine
.org/aldirect
All links outside the ALA
website are provided for
informational purposes only.
Questions about the content
of any external site should
be addressed to the
administrator of that site.
American Libraries
50 E. Huron St.
Chicago, IL 60611
800-545-2433,
ext. 4216
ISSN 1559-369X

AL Direct, November 27, 2013

recovered and await their owners at the Morton library. The Fondulac
District Library in East Peoria is offering free digitization of personal
photos and scrapbooks to tornado victims in order to preserve an
image in case of further decay. Library services company Tech Logic
has donated hundreds of flash drives to aid the process....
Peoria (Ill.) Journal Star, Nov. 23; Tech Logic, Nov. 21

Historic Portsmouth library
reopens as a museum

When the front door of 804 South Street in
Portsmouth, Virginia, first opened in the
segregated world of 1945, it offered black
citizens access to a library. When that door
reopens December 22 as the Portsmouth
Colored Community Library Museum, today’s generation will revisit
that time and understand what it meant for the city’s black
community. The library originally offered patrons some 3,000 books,
20 magazines, and three newspapers. But the building was vacated
after a lawsuit filed in 1959 by two Portsmouth dentists led to the
integration of the city’s main library....
Norfolk Virginian-Pilot, Nov. 20

Former librarian videotaped 35 years of
TV news

In a storage unit somewhere in Philadelphia, 140,000
VHS tapes sit packed into four shipping containers.
Most are hand-labeled with a date between 1977 and
2012. These tapes are the life work of Marion Stokes
(right), a former librarian at the Free Library of
Philadelphia who built an archive of network, local,
and cable news, in her home, one tape at a time, recording every
major (and trivial) news event until the day she died in 2012 at the
age of 83. The Internet Archive plans to digitize them and make them
available online....
Salon, Nov. 22; Philadelphia Inquirer, Dec. 21, 2012

TV station donates news footage to University of
North Texas

KXAS-TV in Dallas–Fort Worth announced on November 25 it was
donating three decades of historical news film to the University of
North Texas Libraries in Denton. Thousands of film reels from the
1950s through the 1970s will offer scholars a moving-picture history
of newsworthy events. UNT will permanently preserve the film and
script images in digital files through its digital preservation network as
funds become available....
KXAS-TV, Fort Worth, Tex., Nov. 25

Gettysburg library gets new Lincoln statue
After five years of planning, a new statue of President
Abraham Lincoln giving the Gettysburg Address was
placed on the stairs outside the Adams County Library in
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, on November 22. The 800pound statue sits less than a mile from the Soldiers’
National Cemetery, near where Lincoln gave his famous
address in 1863. The new bronze Lincoln is the work of
Salt Lake City artist Stanley Watts....
Hanover (Pa.) Evening Sun, Nov. 25

Suspected Gonzaga book thief arrested

The Foley Center Library and Chastek Law Library at Gonzaga
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University in Spokane, Washington, have seen a significant number of
book thefts in recent months, but a suspect was finally arrested in
Foley on November 11. The thief had followed a noticeable pattern of
stealing books that could be sold for easy earnings. The suspect
would sit with a stack of books and enter information into an iPad or
iPhone to look up their value. Chastek Library Interim Director Patrick
Charles said the number of missing books is yet to be determined,
but the value is “enough to make it a felony.”...
Gonzaga Bulletin, Nov. 20

Boston’s Central Library needs
repairs

Renée Loth writes: “The Johnson wing (right)
of the Boston Public Library seriously needs
some love. Designed by the architect Philip
Johnson and opened in 1972, the
monumental structure on Boylston Street
has fallen in the public esteem, especially compared to the classical
1895 main library designed by Charles Follen McKim. Hulking, barren,
and closed off from the street by a barricade of 97 vertical granite
slabs, or plinths, the unwelcoming façade of the Johnson wing today
mocks the spirit of the library’s inscribed motto, ‘Free to All.’”...
Boston Globe, Nov. 23

Worse times ahead for UK libraries

Joshua Farrington writes: “Library supporters in
the UK must brace themselves for worse times
ahead and work together in spite of differences,
speakers at the annual Speak Up for Libraries
conference said. Delegates from across the country gathered for the
London conference on November 23. Laura Swaffield, chair of The
Library Campaign, said that the day had painted a grim picture of the
library situation around the country, but also showed the level of
support that was forming in opposition to the cuts and closures.”...
The Bookseller, Nov. 25

Go back to the Top

Issues
FTRF files amicus in Arizona ethnic studies case

The Freedom to Read Foundation on November 25 joined other
library, education, and free-speech organizations in filing an amicus
brief with the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals in Arce v. Huppenthal, a
lawsuit challenging the constitutionality of an Arizona statute. The
brief argues that the statute, which led to the disbanding of Tucson’s
Mexican American Studies program, violates Arizona students’ First
Amendment rights to receive information and is unconstitutionally
overbroad....
Freedom to Read Foundation, Nov. 26

A discouraging day in court for Georgia State

Kevin Smith writes: “The best word to describe the oral argument
November 19 at the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals in regard to the
appeal of the Georgia State University e-reserves decision is probably
‘bizarre.’ But that has to be qualified. It was bizarre in a very
discouraging direction for GSU and fair use in the academy. Lawyers
for both sides seemed bewildered by the direction of the
questioning.”...

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2013/november/112713-2.htm[7/17/2014 9:18:57 AM]

AL Direct, November 27, 2013
Scholarly Communications @ Duke, Nov. 20

Creative Commons version 4.0 is here

Diane Peters writes: “We proudly introduce our 4.0
licenses, now available for adoption worldwide. The 4.0
licenses—more than two years in the making—are the
most global, legally robust licenses produced by CC to
date. We have incorporated dozens of improvements
that make sharing and reusing CC-licensed materials easier and more
dependable than ever before.” Find out what’s new in 4.0....
Creative Commons, Nov. 25

From things to conversations

Barbara Fister writes: “I’m working on this thing about how librarians
and faculty in the disciplines think differently about knowledge. One of
the major differences is that librarians have a tendency to think of
knowledge as made up of things and faculty in other disciplines think
of people. This was brought home to me this fall in a political science
methods course in which the guiding metaphor for understanding the
literature of the field was ‘conversation.’”...
Inside Higher Ed: Library Babel Fish, Nov. 26

3D printing: The legal issues

There’s still a gee-whiz aspect to 3D printing, but once that fades
away, it’s likely to set off something else: lawsuits. That warning
comes from two law professors, Deven R. Desai and Gerard N.
Magliocca, in a forthcoming paper in the Georgetown Law Journal. Just
as people copy music files, it seems probable that they will do the
same with objects—a tool, say, or a piece of furniture that may be
covered by a patent. So what will a patent owner do to stop an
infringement?...
New York Times, Nov. 23

Go back to the Top

Tech Talk
Throw a tablet at it

Eric Phetteplace writes: “Libraries and academic
institutions have been flooded with mobile
devices over the past few years. However, there
still seems to be confusion over what exactly
tablets are good for. Amid all the hype, I feel
like we’re throwing them at some problems
without answering fundamental questions first.
What problems do they solve? Why would one
choose a tablet over another type of computer? In my eyes, tablets’
usefulness in the classroom centers around two things: mobility and
multimedia.” Elaine Wynn weighs in on the tablet topic....
ACRL TechConnect Blog, Nov. 21; ALSC Blog, Nov. 27

The best photo and video apps

Selena Larson writes: “Certainly one of the most
popular apps is Instagram. It makes taking and
sharing photos and videos simple, with elegant filters you can splash
on even the grainiest square-shaped images. But if you’re ready to
step outside of the conventional Amaro-tinted offerings, check out
some other apps that make it easy to capture, edit, and share photos
and videos.”...
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ReadWrite, Nov. 26

The Cicada 3301 internet
crypto-puzzle

Chris Bell writes: “For the past two years,
a mysterious online organization has been
challenging the world’s finest codebreakers with a series of seemingly
unsolvable problems. But to what end? Welcome to the world of
Cicada 3301. For some, it’s just a fun game, like a more complicated
Sudoku; for others, it has become an obsession. And the next set of
riddles is due to appear on January 4.”....
The Telegraph (UK), Nov. 25

Go back to the Top

E-Content
Because libraries

Christopher Harris writes: “In the November 19
Atlantic, Megan Garber explored a nascent
meme that has been gaining traction on the
web. Previously just a simple conjunction,
‘because’ is evolving into a preposition as a way
of concisely declaring reasoning that should be
overwhelmingly obvious. In fact, this new
‘because’ web construction can greatly shorten
our conversations about digital content in libraries: ‘Yes we are asking
publishers to find a way to let us easily loan ebooks, because
libraries.’”...
AL: E-Content blog, Nov. 26; The Atlantic, Nov. 19

Google Books, HathiTrust, and the DPLA

Naomi Eichenlaub writes: “Google Books and HathiTrust have been
making headlines in the library world and beyond for years now, while
a new player, the Digital Public Library of America, has only recently
entered the scene. This article provides a ‘state of the environment’
update for these digital library projects, including project history and
background. It also examines some challenges common to all three
projects including copyright, orphan works, metadata, and quality
issues.”...
Computers in Libraries 33, no. 9 (Nov.)

Ebook predictions that came true in
2013

Joanna Cabot writes: “I thought I would check
in on my predictions for this year and see how
I did. Did I have my finger on the pulse of the
ebook world? Did any of my ebook predictions
come true? Yes, on all counts! I was amazed,
when looking back, just how spot-on my predictions were. Here they
are again, with some remarks on how it all went down.”...
TeleRead, Dec. 12, 2012; Nov. 27

Most UK YAs prefer print books

The majority (62%) of 16–24 year-olds in the UK prefer print books
to ebooks, according to a new report from Voxburner. The report
included responses from 1,420 participants who were surveyed
between September 25 and October 18. The main reasons that the
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respondents prefer print are that print books are a good value, and
that readers have an emotional connection to books....
GalleyCat, Nov. 27; Voxburner, Nov. 18

Turn a book binding into an ereader case with Sugru

Mihir Patkar writes: “This is one of the
coolest projects I’ve come across. With an
old leather-bound book and some Sugru
(DIY miracle putty) you can make a greatlooking case for your tablet or ebook reader. First, cut off the pages
of your book while being careful not to damage the spine. Take the
tablet out and wrap it in cellophane wrap or cling film. Stick little
cylindrical Sugru bits at the marked corners and place the tablet
between them.”...
Lifehacker, July 13, Nov. 23; Instructables

E-reader holiday gift guide

Juli Monroe writes: “You want to buy someone an ereader for the holidays. Which one should you get?
I’ve narrowed the choices down to just five, some of
which have some good Black Friday sales going on.
We’ll start with the dedicated e-readers. E Ink for
many is easier on the eyes, and e-readers are less
expensive than the tablet options. So what are my
recommendations?”...
TeleRead, Nov. 26

Trench journals of World War I

ProQuest has launched a database that
offers access to rare periodicals written and
illustrated by and for servicemen and
women of the armed forces during World
War I. To accompany the launch of Trench
Journals and Unit Magazines of the First
World War, ProQuest has issued a free,
downloadable graphic novel (PDF file) that
describes its role in preserving these resources. Watch the video
about the collection (6:10)....
ProQuest, Oct. 8; YouTube, Sept. 30

South Korea donates ebooks to Hawaii

The Republic of Korea presented a check for $45,228 to the Hawaii
State Public Library System that will be used to purchase 2,100
Korean ebooks and other materials for the Korean Library Foundation,
located in the library. The grant also provides for 450 paperback
books, some 200 Korean-language DVDs, and office equipment and
furniture....
Hawaii News Now, Honolulu, Nov. 19

Go back to the Top

Books & Reading
A reader’s view of Catching Fire

Katie Shanahan Yu writes: “The film adaptation of
Hunger Games: Catching Fire managed to earn
$70.5 million on its opening day. There was hype,
expectation, and excitement—so how did the
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filmmakers do with the novel Catching Fire? The film
gets a Grade A from this Hunger Games fan, and I’m
not alone. Part of what was missing from the first
film is the connectedness we want to feel with
Katniss. Catching Fire does a much better job than
the first film in utilizing Jennifer Lawrence’s talents
to give us a front row seat.”...
YALSA The Hub, Nov. 25

YA books for gamers

Carli Spina writes: “In August, the Smithsonian
announced the discovery of 5,000-year-old gaming
pieces, perhaps the oldest known. This month, the
movie versions of Ender’s Game and The Hunger
Games: Catching Fire were released, both of which
take place in worlds where games and competitions are
central. With games being such a universal theme
across time, it is no surprise that they are also a
recurring theme in literature. If you enjoy games and
think it would be fun to read books that center around them, check
out some of these great options.”...
YALSA The Hub, Nov. 21; Smithsonian: Smart News, Aug. 16

100 books by black women everyone
must read

Kimberly N. Foster writes: “Far too often black women
are excluded from the classic literary canon. But black
women have consistently published evocative,
thoughtful works. Our stories soar. They provoke. They
inspire. The work of black women across history is
expansive. Though we’ve listed 100 selections, this is
still only the tip of the literary iceberg.”...
For Harriet, Feb. 4

The greatest monsters in children’s
literature

Alison Nastasi writes: “Maurice Sendak’s Where
the Wild Things Are first roared its terrible roars
on November 23, 1963. Sendak’s tale about a
young boy whose imagination transports him to a
land full of wild things was an early, rare portrait
of the dark emotions children learn to cope with.
The many monsters in children’s literature have
helped young readers face their fears. We love them all, so we’ve
selected 13 of the greatest monsters featured in children’s books.”...
Flavorwire, Nov. 23

Suggest a significant labor book

In honor of its centennial this year, the US
Department of Labor, in partnership with the
Center for the Book in the Library of
Congress, is developing a list of Books that Shaped Work in America.
The Labor Department’s 100th anniversary presents an opportune
time to further explore and discuss the relationship between books
and work. You are invited to recommend titles to add to the list by
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using this online form....

US Department of Labor, Nov. 20

50 essential novels for foodies

Emily Temple writes: “’Tis the season, as they say, to
stuff your face. Thanksgiving, that hallowed day of
highly caloric foods and oft-tempestuous family
relations, is upon us. To celebrate—or just to escape
the festivities for a while—why not nourish the foodie
in you with some gourmand-friendly literature?
Behold, a spread worthy of kings: 50 essential works
of fiction (no memoirs or travel narratives here) to
whet your appetite, and then satisfy it, and then
satisfy it some more.”...
Flavorwire, Nov. 25

Serious listening

John Schwartz writes: “We audiobook listeners
have grown accustomed to the condescending
smirks of friends, and even spouses, who believe
real reading is something done only with the eyes
and paper—or perhaps, some concede, with a
Kindle or other e-reader. But it turns out that
listeners are very similar to readers in their
buying habits. As for me, I like to mix it up.”...
New York Times Sunday Book Review, Nov. 22

14 hotels inspired by literature

Mridu Khullar Relph writes: “They say
that all fiction can be reduced to two
basic plots: ‘a stranger comes to town’
and ‘a man goes on a journey,’ which
suggests that travel and literature make
for cozy bedfellows. Here are some of
the coolest hotels inspired by writers and
their works,” including the Algonquin Hotel in New York City and the
Radisson Sonya Hotel (right) in St. Petersburg, Russia, where all the
rooms feature details from Dostoyevsky’s Crime and Punishment....
CNN, Nov. 21

15 forgotten items found in books

Vanessa Grall writes: “In the village of Otego, New
York, there is an independent used bookshop with
something very special about it. For decades, the
owner of Popeks Used and Rare Books, which was
passed onto Michael Popek from his father, has
been collecting and cataloging the unusual and
forgotten things he finds inside the pages of old
books. Here are 15 of my favorites from his
Forgotten Bookmarks website.”...
Messy Nessy Chic, Nov. 21

Books don’t take you anywhere
(satire)

A study released Monday by the US
Department of Education revealed that,
contrary to the longtime claims of
librarians and teachers, books do not take
you anywhere. According to the study,
those who read are not transported to any
place beyond the area in which the reading occurs, and even these
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movements are always the result of voluntary decisions made by the
reader and not in any way related to the actual reading process. In
various field experiments, the study found that young readers are
particularly susceptible to the reading-travel myth....
The Onion, Dec. 16, 1997

Go back to the Top

Tips & Ideas
Record auction price for a printed book

The Bay Psalm Book sold at Sotheby’s New York on
November 26 for a hammer price of $12.5 million, a
new record price for a printed book, but well below the
estimate of $15–$30 million. Total price, including
buyer’s premium, will be $14,165,000. The book was
bought over the phone by American businessman and
philanthropist David Rubenstein, who plans to lend it to
libraries around the country. Only 1,700 copies of the
book were printed in Cambridge, Massachusetts, in
1640; a mere 11 survive now....
Associated Press, Nov. 26; New York Times Sunday Review, Nov. 23

Financial education webinar for libraries

The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau and the Institute of
Museum and Library Services are developing financial education tools
and sharing best practices with the public library field. On December
4, 3–4 p.m. Eastern time, they will hold a free webinar on financial
literacy and on how the CFPB is working to raise the profile of
libraries in every community. Join online....
District Dispatch, Nov. 21

Office space: Open or closed?

Steven Bell writes: “Lately the idea of the
open office, whether it’s people at cubicles,
long tables, or some other sort of non-private
office arrangement, is taking a beating. What
are we supposed to believe about open office
space? I’ve been to both libraries and other
buildings that are using open office
arrangements, and the impression I got is that the workers are
satisfied and do believe the arrangement contributes to a more
successful organization and user experience.”...
Designing Better Libraries, Nov. 25; Fast Company, Nov. 4

2014 E-Rate survival guide

Laura Devaney writes: “Uncertainty. That’s the key
theme as school officials prepare to apply for the
next cycle of E-Rate funding. This past year,
schools requested approximately $5 billion in ERate funding—nearly twice the program’s capacity.
Without new regulations, 47% of schools will have
no E-Rate support in 2014, and by 2015, there
would be no support for 71% of schools.” Download
a copy of this special report (PDF file)....
eSchool News, Nov. 25

The 411 on rural libraries

Justin Grimes writes: “Public libraries play an
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important role in any community, but when
that community is small or geographically
isolated, the role they play as an essential
community anchor institution comes into full
view. Having grown up in Appalachia, I know
firsthand the impact that public libraries can have on rural
communities. But when I say rural, what does that mean?”...
UpNext, the IMLS Blog, Nov. 27

Pennsylvania libraries and the
floods of 1936

Bernadette Lear writes: “If you were to ask
someone to recall an environmental
disaster of the 1930s, most likely he or she
would mention the drought that turned
much of the Midwestern plains into a Dust
Bowl. However, Pennsylvania experienced quite a different
catastrophe: the Great Flood of March 1936. Public libraries were
among the many institutions struggling to recover from the flood.
Interestingly, in doing so, they may have set important precedents in
terms of state funding for Pennsylvania libraries and in best practices
for reclaiming water-damaged materials.”...
In Search of Pennsylvania Library History, Nov. 24

20 tips for interpreting scientific
claims

William J. Sutherland, David Spiegelhalter, and
Mark A. Burgman write: “We suggest 20
concepts that should be part of the education of
civil servants, politicians, policy advisers,
journalists, and anyone else who may have to
interact with science or scientists. What we offer is a simple list of
ideas that could help decision-makers parse how evidence can
contribute to a decision. Others will have slightly different lists. Our
point is that a wider understanding of these 20 concepts by society
would be a marked step forward.”...
Nature 503 (Nov. 21): 335–337

Geyser science for the school-age
crowd

Amy Koester writes: “Explosions are almost always
a hit with the school-age crowd. When my library
offered a Volcano Science program last year, the
excitement in the room was palpable as we erupted
individual volcanoes. There’s just something about
witnessing a destructive force that connects with
kids. If that’s what it takes to get student library
visitors interested in STEM concepts, well, hook me
up with the (child-safe) explosives. Geyser Science is just the
thing.”...
ALSC Blog, Nov. 30, 2012; Nov. 26

10 science information things to be
thankful for

Bonnie Swoger writes: “Tomorrow is Thanksgiving
in the US, a time to be thankful for just about
anything. It is my favorite of all the major
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holidays because it involves mostly food and not a
lot of stuff (gifts, decorations). Here is my list of
the science information things that I am thankful for this year.
Number 10 is open peer review from journals like PeerJ and
F1000Research.”...
Scientific American: Information Culture, Nov. 27

Gmail’s latest update

Taylor Casti writes: “Gmail had a little
work done lately, and it’s looking good.
The latest version of the web’s favorite
email client comes with a host of new
features, ready to help you reach Inbox
Zero. But with new updates rolling out
every month or so, it’s hard to keep track of the latest tools. Just
when you think you know it all, one little change can completely affect
your whole experience. Here is the definitive guide to the latest
updates.”...
Mashable, Nov. 27

Find local census statistics on the go

The US Census Bureau has released dwellr, a mobile
app that delivers on-the-go access to key
demographic, socioeconomic, and housing statistics
for thousands of places across the nation. Powered
by American Community Survey statistics, dwellr
can pull up a list of US locations that matches
users’ preferences for such variables as city size,
geographic region, job type, and income. Users can
also learn more about where they are by a simple tap of the screen
that reveals educational levels, housing values, and commute times....
US Census Bureau, Nov. 26

The Library Shop opens in San Diego

The Library Shop, the nonprofit bookstore inside
the new San Diego (Calif.) Central Library,
opened its doors on September 30, the same day
as the library itself. The event took place in the
space directly adjacent to the main entrance of
the impressively designed library. “The Friends
organization has a used bookstore in the building
that’s staffed by volunteers and is a fundraising
operation, which is why we carry more gift items
than books,” Library Shop Manager Erin Zlotnik (above) explained....
Publishers Weekly, Nov. 26

LC’s amazing comics collection

David Dissanayake writes: “In retrospect, it
should have been obvious that the Library
of Congress would have one of the
greatest comics collections in the world,
but for some reason I never thought of
comics when I thought of the library. Well,
it has a collection of more than 11,000 titles and more than 130,000
single issues, not including the thousands of graphic novels and
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collected editions stored in a separate division from the single-issue
comics. And it grows by roughly 2,500 new comics a year.”...
Bleeding Cool, Nov. 21

Warren Buffett’s Secret
Millionaires Club contest

It is that time again for kids 7–14 to get
those creative juices flowing and start
thinking about new business ideas for the
Warren Buffett Secret Millionaires Club
“Grow Your Own Business Challenge.” Kids
are invited to create a new business idea. One Grand Prize individual
and members of one Grand Prize team will each be awarded $5,000
and present their winning ideas to Warren Buffett in Omaha. Enter by
January 15....
Secret Millionaires Club

Once again, why RDA?

Salman Haider writes: “Let’s first encounter head-on the questions
from those who ask: ‘Why don’t we just amend AACR2 again, like we
used to?’ To address such questions, we need to examine the current
cataloging environment and how it continues to evolve, and perceive
how Resource Description and Access (RDA) is an improvement over
AACR2 as a tool for that environment.”...
Resource Description and Access, Nov. 24

Adding musical scores to
Wikimedia

Matthew Roth writes: “Sound and
musical content have long trailed behind
other subjects on Wikipedia, but that is beginning to change with a
new musical scores extension for MediaWiki, the software running
Wikipedia and thousands of other wikis. The Score extension was
added to a MediaWiki deployment earlier in 2013 and allows users to
render musical scores as PNG images and transform them into audio
and MIDI files.”...
Wikimedia Blog, Nov. 27

Install Wikipedia to your desktop in just
30 hours

An open source application automates the process of
downloading and displaying all of Wikipedia on your
desktop, a large task that takes more than a day to
complete. Dubbed Xowa, the software displays an
offline copy of 4.4 million Wikipedia articles with full
HTML formatting intact. You can even set up additional wikis, like
Wiktionary or Wikiquote, and navigate between them while offline....
Ars Technica, Nov. 26

Founding Fragments

Matthew MacArthur writes: “Have you ever
wished that you could go behind the scenes
here at the National Museum of American
History and explore our vast collection of
objects? Thanks to our new YouTube series,
now you can. We’re excited to share a new
series of short videos that we call ‘Founding
Fragments.’ Each episode dives into our backroom storage cabinets
and drawers to find an interesting object that illuminates a small
piece of the American story.”...
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O Say Can You See?, Nov. 26

The first-ever selfie, 1839

The editors of the Oxford English Dictionaries recently
selected “selfie” as the 2013 Word of the Year. The
word is defined as “a photograph that one has taken
of oneself, typically one taken with a smartphone or
webcam and uploaded to a social media website.” But
the practice is not new. In fact, the picture
considered by many to be the first photographic
portrait ever taken was a “selfie.” The image (right)
was taken in 1839 by an amateur chemist and
photography enthusiast from Philadelphia named Robert Cornelius....
The Public Domain Review, Nov. 19; CNET: Crave, Nov. 18
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