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American Libraries Online
Cultivating a special collection

Sue Lynn McDaniel and Nancy Richey
write: “Serendipity is often the best friend
of special collections librarians. Sharing
our passion for history and preservation
can create happy accidents, connecting us
with the caretakers of the remnants of
past generations. In fact, libraries come to
acquire many cultural treasures, often discovered in the contents of
someone’s attic, basement, or storage space, because we nurtured a
relationship with a potential collector over time. Western Kentucky
University’s most happy accident happened more than 10 years
ago.”...

ALA Annual Conference,
Chicago, June 27–July 2.

American Libraries feature

Back in business in Boston

Nine days after the Boston Public Library (BPL)
found itself part of the crime scene as law
enforcement investigated the Boston Marathon
bombings, the landmark Central Library
received its all-clear and reopened on April 24.
Shortly afterward, BPL President Amy Ryan
emailed a thank-you note to library colleagues (care of ALA, the
Association of Research Libraries, and the Urban Libraries Council) for
the outpouring of empathy and support BPL staff have received....
AL: Inside Scoop, Apr. 26; Boston Public Library, Apr. 24

A Yellowstone summer in
Boerne, Texas

The Yellowstone Park Foundation and the
Boerne (Tex.) Library Foundation have
partnered to bring a special exhibit, called
Yellowstone Summer to the Patrick Heath
Public Library, beginning May 24. The
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GraphiCon will help you
up the ante on graphicnovel and comics knowhow in your library. Get
inspired by programs,
author events (including
Congressman John Lewis
with March), and—in the
exhibit hall—“Artist Alley,”
the Graphic Novel
Pavilion, and Graphic
Novel Stage.
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exhibit features clothing, artifacts, and such historic souvenirs as
vintage postcards (right) of the nation’s first national park.
Yellowstone images throughout the seasons, taken by landscape and
nature photographer Tom Murphy, will also be on display. Patrons can
touch some exhibit pieces, such as animal pelts and a wolf skull....
AL Focus, Apr. 30

Go back to the Top

ALA News
Next week: National Library
Legislative Day

On May 7–8, hundreds of library supporters
from across the country will meet in
Washington, D.C., to discuss key library
issues with their members of Congress. In
preparation for next week’s 39th Annual
National Library Legislative Day, ALA has released new briefs on
policies, legislation, and issues impacting libraries. For the first time,
library advocates will have the option to learn about library issues
through a series of videos prepared by the ALA Washington Office....
District Dispatch, Apr. 30; YouTube, Apr. 30

Online forum launches Choose Privacy
Week

ALA is marking the beginning of this year’s Choose
Privacy Week, May 1–7, with a special online forum
featuring guest commentaries by noted privacy experts
and advocates. Participants include J. Douglas Archer,
chair of the ALA-IFC Privacy Subcommittee; Mitra
Ebadolahi, fellow at the ACLU National Security Project;
and Deborah Peel, a physician who works with the
Coalition for Patient Privacy. The forum will be archived on the Voices
for Freedom blog....
Office for Intellectual Freedom, Apr. 30

Janis Ian helps wrap up Annual
Conference

Two-time Grammy Award–winning singer-songwriter
Janis Ian will be helping 2013 Annual Conference
attendees wrap up in Chicago and rev up for 2014
Midwinter Meeting in Philadelphia. Ian appears as part
of Wrap Up/Rev Up on July 1 in McCormick Place
S100. Attendees can start Wrap Up/Rev Up
celebrations any time on Monday in the Exhibit Hall with discount
sales and special giveaways in exhibitors’ booths....
Conference Services, Apr. 26

Annual Conference scheduler now available

Plan your activities in Chicago with the online ALA Annual Conference
scheduler. Not sure where or how to get started? Try out the Quick
Start Guide and help section or just use the Contact Us form to ask a
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question....

Conference Services

Sign up for the ALA Leadership Institute

There’s still time to consider applying or nominating a colleague for
Leading to the Future, a four-day immersive leadership development
program for future library leaders offered by ALA at the Eaglewood
Resort and Spa in Itasca, Illinois, August 12–15. Led by ALA President
Maureen Sullivan and ACRL Content Strategist Kathryn Deiss, this
inaugural Leadership Institute will include a structured learning track
as well as the opportunity for individual development. Applications will
be accepted through May 10....
Transforming Libraries

Learn improv fundamentals

Basic communication and listening skills are the foundation for a
successful business, yet people rarely have the opportunity to grow
and develop their communication skills. ALA Annual Conference
attendees will get such an opportunity by attending a preconference
workshop with Chicago’s Second City Communications. Join your
colleagues for this half-day event held on June 28 at Second City
Communications, 1616 North Wells Street, Chicago. Register online....
Learning Round Table, Apr. 24

Celebrating multiple cultures

April 30 was El día de los niños / El día de los libros
(Children’s Day / Book Day) and libraries, families, and
children celebrated our nation’s rich cultural tapestry.
Día supports efforts to help children and their families
explore library resources and multicultural activities.
For example, in Los Angeles children enjoyed stories,
songs, crafts, and face-painting; while the library provided their
parents with literacy resources and information on health and social
services....
ALSC, Apr. 30

Library Copyright Alliance files brief on behalf of
Georgia State

The Library Copyright Alliance has filed an amicus brief (PDF file) in
support of Georgia State University in the appeal of Cambridge
University Press v. Becker. LCA argues that GSU’s e-reserves policy
represents the widespread and well-established best practices of fair
use that includes limitations to ensure that the use of course
materials is fair. The case will be heard by the US Court of Appeals
for the 11th Circuit....
District Dispatch, Apr. 26

ALA accreditation: The Program
Presentation
Laura Dare writes: “An important piece—
perhaps the centerpiece—of every higher-
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This second edition of
the ALA bestseller The
Whole School Library
Handbook, edited by
Blanche Woolls and
David V. Loertscher,
remains an
indispensable all-inone resource for
everything related to
the school library
media center. Articles
from dozens of
respected authors and
experts, culled from
popular journals such
as Knowledge Quest
and School Library
Journal, cover
everything of interest
to the contemporary
school librarian. NEW!
From ALA Editions.

Libraries
on Film
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education accreditation review is the self-study document. The
institution or program assesses, analyzes, and evaluates itself in
relation to standards and then summarizes its findings and plans in
the self study. In ALA accreditation, this document is called the
Program Presentation. Its primary purpose is to document how the
program is in compliance with the Standards for Accreditation.”...
Prism: The Office for Accreditation newsletter, Spring

8th National Conference of African
American Librarians

Register now for the 8th National Conference of African
American Librarians, “Culture Keepers VIII: Challenges
of the 21st Century: Empowering People, Changing
Lives” to be held August 7–11, at the Northern
Kentucky Convention Center in Covington. The event
(PDF file) is hosted by the Black Caucus of the
American Library Association (BCALA). MSNBC host Melissa V. HarrisPerry (above) will participate in an onstage conversation during the
opening session (PDF file). The reception on August 8 will take place
at the National Underground Railroad Freedom Center....
Black Caucus of the American Library Association, Apr. 19

IFLA in Singapore

ALA members can register for the International
Federation of Library Associations and Institutions’
79th World Library and Information Congress in
Singapore, August 17–23, at the IFLA member
rate. Use ALA’s IFLA membership code, US-0002.
The early registration deadline is May 2. Complete information can be
found on the IFLA website (PDF file)....

Yallahrup Færgeby
(2007, Denmark, TV
series). Esben
Pretzmann plays
perpetually depressed
school librarian Morten
in the city of Yallahrup
Færgeby, Denmark.
Yalp (2004, France /
Germany, short). In a
library where the cast
moves forward but the
scenes are recorded in
backward action, only
books written in
reverse writing are
available. Marianne
Döring is the librarian.

International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions

“Reporting Challenges” webinar
now online

If you missed the April 23 Office for
Intellectual Freedom webinar, “Defend the
Freedom to Read: Reporting Challenges,”
featuring OIF Assistant Director Angela
Maycock, you’ll be glad to know that the
session was recorded and is now available
as an archived webcast. This webinar informs librarians about the
reasons books are challenged, why ALA documents the challenges,
and how ALA can assist when books are challenged....
OIF Blog, Apr. 25

Facebook for librarians

ALA TechSource announces a new 90-minute workshop
featuring David Lee King, “Facebook in the Library:
Enhancing Services and Engaging Users,” on July 17.
King, digital branch and social networking innovator, will
share what he’s learned from years of experience and
experiments with the Topeka and Shawnee County
(Kans.) Public Library’s Facebook page. Registration is
available on the ALA Store....
ALA TechSource, Apr. 25

LinkedIn for librarians

ALA Editions has announced “LinkedIn for Librarians”
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You Can’t Get Away
with Murder (1939).
Billy Halop as Johnny
Stone works in the
Sing Sing prison
library with Pop (Henry
Travers).
This AL Direct feature
describes hundreds of films
(and some TV shows) in
which libraries and librarians
are featured, from 1912 to
the present. The full list is a
Web Extra associated with
The Whole Library
Handbook 5, edited by
George M. Eberhart and
published by ALA Editions.
You can browse the films on
our Libraries on Film
Pinterest board.
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with Kim Dority, a two-part online workshop that will
take place on July 11 and 18. Each session lasts 90
minutes. Dority will show you exactly how LinkedIn
works, from building a profile to connecting with
colleagues and engaging in discussion. Registration for
this workshop is available on the ALA Store....
ALA Editions, Apr. 25

Make your customer service the best it can be

ALA Editions will present a new session of its 90-minute workshop,
“How to Deliver Great Library Customer Service” with Laurie Brown,
on June 20. Drawing on 20 years’ experience as a trainer and coach,
Brown will show you how to create a welcoming, friendly experience
for patrons, students, and other library users. Registration for this
ALA Editions Workshop is available on the ALA Store....

Career Leads
from

ALA Editions, Apr. 25

Introduction to Social Media eCourse

ALA Editions will host a session of its facilitated
eCourse, “Social Media Basics: Engaging Your Library
Users.” Paul Signorelli, former director of staff training
and volunteer services for the San Francisco Public
Library system, will lead the four-week course, which
begins on July 1. Signorelli will take you through the
basics of social media, showing you how you can use
Facebook, LinkedIn, Google+, and Twitter to connect
with a library audience....
ALA Editions, Apr. 25

Professional advice and curiosa

Now in its fifth edition, AL Direct Senior Editor George
M. Eberhart’s The Whole Library Handbook 5: Current
Data, Professional Advice, and Curiosa, published by
ALA Editions, is an encyclopedia filled with facts, tips,
lists, and resources essential for library professionals
and information workers of all kinds, all carefully
handpicked to reflect the most informative, practical,
up-to-date, and entertaining examples of library
literature. Organized in easy-to-find categories, this unique
compendium covers all areas of librarianship from academic libraries
to teen services, from cataloging to copyright, and from gaming to
social media....
ALA Editions, Apr. 26

Use movement to connect preschoolers
with books

Librarians and educators can shake up storytimes, help
children stay healthy, and encourage a lifelong love of
reading with Julie Dietzel-Glair’s easy-to-use resource
Books in Motion: Connecting Preschoolers with Books
through Art, Games, Movement, Music, Playacting, and
Props, published by ALA Neal-Schuman. Demonstrating
exactly how to use children’s books to engage
preschool-age children through movement, it’s loaded with storytimes
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Executive Director,
ALA American
Association of School
Librarians, Chicago.
AASL’s mission is to
advocate excellence,
facilitate change, and
develop leaders in the
school library field. The
AASL Executive Director
is responsible for dayto-day management of
the division, including
supervising a staff of
seven and
administering an
operating budget of
over $1 million, plus a
biennial national
conference budget of
$1.5 million. The AASL
Executive Director is a
strong advocate for
school libraries and the
AASL mission both
within ALA and
externally....
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that will have children standing up tall, balancing as they pretend to
walk across a bridge, or flying around the room like an airplane....
ALA Neal-Schuman, Apr. 25

A self-guided planner for team building

With library staffing levels and services cut to the
bone, creating a team that communicates well and
functions smoothly is more important than ever.
Building on the model of her bestselling book Be a
Great Boss: One Year to Success, Catherine HakalaAusperk presents Build a Great Team: One Year to
Success, published by ALA Editions. Suitable for all
levels of management, from first-line supervisors to library directors,
this self-guided workbook is organized in 52 modules, designed to
cover a year of weekly sessions but easily adaptable for any pace....

@

More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week

ALA Editions, Apr. 25

Go back to the Top

Featured review: Crime fiction

Burke, James Lee. Light of the World. July
2013. 448p. Simon & Schuster, hardcover
(978-1-4767-1076-1).
Hats off to the Library of Congress cataloger
who applied the subject heading “Good and
Evil” to Burke’s latest Dave Robicheaux novel.
In that simple tag lies the core of this
acclaimed series. Robicheaux, the Cajun
detective with a melancholy streak as wide as
the Mississippi, grieves lost innocence in all its forms, but as
much as he remembers goodness in the past, he crusades
against evil in the present. The bad guys against whom
Robicheaux—along with his equally tormented comrade-inarms, Clete Purcell—campaigns sometimes take the form of
bent rich guys driven by blind greed. But occasionally the evil
comes in a more chilling, vaguely supernatural form—depravity
beyond sociology—giving these novels a darker, more mythic
tone, with Robicheaux cast as a contemporary Beowulf, asked
to plunge deep into the heart of darkness to confront the
Grendels lurking beneath the surface of daily life....

The year’s best crime
novels, 2013

Bill Ott writes: “We seem to
have made history in this 17th
edition of The Year’s Best Crime Novels. There is not one
repeater from last year’s top 10 and only three who have ever
appeared on this list (Louise Penny, Dennis Lehane, and
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The Historic Mexican
and Mexican
American Press
collection at the
University of Arizona
documents and
showcases 20 historic
Mexican and MexicanAmerican publications
published in Tucson, El
Paso, Los Angeles, San
Francisco, and Sonora,
Mexico, from the mid1800s to the 1970s.
The collection covers
important periods in
Mexican-American
history, from the
Mexican Revolution to
the Bracero Program
and the Chicano
Movement. Highlights
of the collection
include: La Estrella de
Occidente, a state-run
Mexican newspaper
that is the earliest
publication in the
collection from 1855;
El Tucsonense, the
longest-running
Spanish-language
newspaper in Tucson;
El Independiente, a
student-produced
newspaper serving
South Tucson and
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Robert Crais). We’re left then with seven first-timers. Two of
them (Alexander Soderberg and Roger Hobbs) are first
novelists jumping from their own pond (best crime debuts) to
the overall top 10 out of the gate. Another (Gillian Flynn)
happens to have written the most successful crossover crime
novel since Stieg Larsson got interested in tattoos; another
(Stuart MacBride) is the acclaimed author of a series starring a
beleaguered Scottish police detective. Rounding out the list,
there is a noir master (Megan Abbott) who finds darkness in
the world of cheerleading; a veteran thriller author (John
Katzenbach) who reinvents the abducted teenager plot; and an
Irish novelist (Gene Kerrigan) poised to take a seat at his
country’s crime-fiction high table.”...

Booklist Books for Youth Forum

Cory Doctorow, Lois Lowry, Patrick Ness, and
Veronica Roth (right) comprise the star-studded
panel for “Bleak New World: YA Authors Decode
Dystopia,” the Booklist Books for Youth Forum
at the 2013 ALA Annual Conference in Chicago.
These unmissable, bestselling, award-winning
authors will discuss the wildly popular genre of
dystopian literature for teens on June 28 in Sheraton Ballroom
5. Ann Kelley, Booklist Books for Youth associate editor, will
moderate....

@

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
Go back to the Top

published since 1976
by the UA School of
Journalism; and El
Pueblo, a weekly
newspaper in Spanish
and English published
in Tucson from 1968
to 1969.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site, Check out
our Featured Digital
Libraries Pinterest board.

Noted and
Quoted
“I’m also hard at
work on plans for the
Obama library. Some
have suggested that
we put it in my
birthplace but I’d
rather keep it in the
United States.”
—President Barack Obama, at
the White House
Correspondents’ Dinner,
Washington Post, Apr. 27.

Chicago Update
A guide to Chinatown

The Chinatown neighborhood on Chicago’s south
side is the second oldest settlement of Chinese in
America after the Chinese fled persecution in
California. During the late 1980s, a group of
Chinatown business leaders bought 32 acres of
property north of Archer Avenue from the Santa
Fe Railway and built Chinatown Square, a twolevel mall consisting of restaurants, beauty
salons, and law offices, flanked by 21 new townhouses. Here are the
stops that should definitely be on your itinerary....
Chicago magazine, Feb.; Wikipedia

Ping Tom Memorial Park

Ping Tom Memorial Park’s 12-acre site at
300 West 19th Street in Chinatown was
originally a Chicago and Western Indiana
Railroad yard located along the edge of
the South Branch of the Chicago River in
the Armour Square community. In 1998,
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More quotes...

Calendar
May 15:

University of North
Carolina at Chapel
Hill, Webinar, “Are You
Prepared to Meet the
Literacy Needs of
African American Male
Youth?”

May 16–17:

Conference for
Entrepreneurial
Librarians, University
of North CarolinaGreensboro, Charlotte,
North Carolina. “Social
Entrepreneurship in
Action.”
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the Chicago Park District began transforming the old rail yard into a
beautiful rolling green space, taking full advantage of impressive river
views. The park has a children’s playground, community gathering
areas, and Chinese landscape design elements....
Wikipedia; Chicago Park District

Shedd Aquarium

The Shedd Aquarium is an indoor public
aquarium that opened on May 30, 1930. It
contains more than 25,000 fish and was for
some time the largest indoor aquarium in
the world with 5 million gallons of water.
Shedd was also the first inland aquarium
with a permanent saltwater fish collection. It
is surrounded by Museum Campus Chicago, which it shares with the
Adler Planetarium and the Field Museum of Natural History. Five
aquatic shows featuring belugas and dolphins and four feedings by
scuba divers are featured daily in June and July....
Wikipedia; Shedd Aquarium

Where to enjoy the outdoors in
Chicago

The editors of Chicagoist write: “When the
seasons change and it gets warm, Chicago
seizes the outdoors and strangles the life
out of it. Befitting a city born from a
prairie, here are some of our favorite
places to enjoy the outdoors. They may be
rooted in nature, or they may not. But it’s our list and we’re sticking
with it. The Henry C. Palmisano Nature Park (above) at 2700 South
Halsted Street is a fascinating experiment in urban planning.”...
Chicagoist, Apr. 10

Go back to the Top

Division News
Ross Mathews added to “The Laugh’s On
Us”

Ross Mathews (right) of The Tonight Show with Jay
Leno has been added to the lineup for “The Laugh’s On
Us, sponsored by SAGE,” featuring author and standup
comedian Paula Poundstone on June 30 during the ALA
Annual Conference in Chicago. The full lineup also
includes Selena Coppock, Nicole Knepper, Sara Levine,
and Paul Rudnick. Early ticket purchase is recommended, as this
event often sells out....
United for Libraries, Apr. 29

PLA Results Boot Camp

PLA is offering a unique opportunity for extended,
interactive professional development with June
Garcia and Sandra Nelson at the PLA Results Boot
Camp “Results Are What Matters: Management
Tools and Techniques to Improve Library Services
and Programs,” August 6–10, at the Nashville (Tenn.) Public Library.
PLA Boot Camp is an intensive education program that emphasizes
the roles of innovation, risk, and change in public library
management. The application deadline is June 14....
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May 17–18:

Conference on “Redrawing Ptolemy:
The Cartography of
Martin
Waldseemüller and
Mathias Ringman,”
Coolidge Auditorium,
Thomas Jefferson
Building, Library of
Congress, Washington,
D.C.

May 17–22:

Seminar on the
Acquisition of Latin
American Library
Materials, Annual
Conference, The
Westin Colonnade
Hotel, Coral Gables,
Florida.

May 19-22:

American Alliance of
Museums, Annual
Meeting and Museum
Expo, Baltimore
Convention Center.

May 29–
June 1:

American Institute
for Conservation of
Historic and Artistic
Works, Annual
Meeting, JW Marriott,
Indianapolis, Indiana.
“The Contemporary in
Conservation.”

June 2–5:

Semantic Technology
and Business
Conference, San
Francisco.

June 12–15:

American
International
Consortium of
Academic Libraries,
Annual Meeting and
Conference, John
Cabot University,
Rome, Italy. “New
Media, New Literacies,
New Models: Library–
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ACRL sets 2013 Legislative Agenda

Each year, the ACRL Government Relations Committee, in consultation
with the ACRL Board of Directors and staff, formulates an ACRL
Legislative Agenda. Drafted with input from key ACRL committees,
leaders, and the ALA Washington Office, the agenda is prioritized and
focuses on issues at the national level affecting the welfare of
academic and research libraries....
ACRL Insider, Apr. 30

ACRL draws more than 4,800 to Indianapolis

NPR’s Maria Hinojosa brought ACRL 2013 to a close, as more than
4,800 library staff, exhibitors, speakers, and guests from 50 states
and 19 countries met April 10–13 at the Indiana Convention Center to
discuss the changing role of academic libraries. ACRL 2013 featured a
line-up of distinguished keynote speakers, with social justice as a
reoccurring theme....
ACRL, Apr. 29

YALSA and Connected Learning TV

YALSA President Jack Martin writes: “Please join me and Crystle
Martin, postdoctoral researcher for the Connected Learning Research
Network, for a series of free virtual chats on Connected Learning TV
that will explore the roles social media and teens play in the future of
public and school libraries. Participants can watch in real time,
connect via chat, ask questions on Livestream, join the Connected
Learning Community Google+ Page, and contribute to the
#futureoflibraries conversation.” The first chat is May 2....
YALSA Blog, Apr. 26

Racial and gender inequalities in YA literature

Multiracial identities, gender stereotypes, and questionable cover art
for young adult literature are topics explored in the open access issue
(April 2013) of YALSA’s Journal of Research on Libraries and Young
Adults (JRLYA), available online. The purpose of JRLYA is to enhance
the development of theory, research, and practices to support young
adult library services. JRLYA follows a continuous publishing model,
and you can sign up for email updates whenever there’s a new
issue....
YALSA, Apr. 25

Go back to the Top

Awards & Grants
Penn State librarian helped determine
Pulitzer winner

Nonny Schlotzhauer (right), social sciences librarian at
Pennsylvania State University, was asked to be one of
three jurists for the general nonfiction category of the
2012 Pulitzer Prizes. A librarian for about 20 years—
eight of which he has spent at Penn State—
Schlotzhauer said he wasn’t sure exactly how he came
to be recommended for the role. He speculated that it was probably
because of his work on other awards committees, including the ALA
Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence in Fiction and Nonfiction
Committee and the RUSA Notable Books Council....
State College (Pa.) Centre Daily Times, Apr. 25
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IT–Faculty
Collaboration in a
Learning-Intensive
World.”

June 13–14:

International
Symposium on
Library Services for
Children and Young
Adults, Seoul, South
Korea. “Unlimited
Potential: Children’s
Library.”

June 14:

exLibris Bluegrass
User Group, Annual
Conference,
Georgetown College,
Georgetown, Kentucky.

June 24–26:

International
Conference on
Information Society,
University of Toronto,
Ontario.

July 3–6:

20th Tokyo
International Book
Fair, Tokyo, Japan.

July 28–30:

Arkansas Association
of School Librarians,
Summer Conference,
Holiday Inn
Presidential, Little
Rock.

July 29–
Aug. 2:

26th Annual
Interagency
Depository Seminar,
GPO Headquarters,
Washington, D.C.

Aug. 7–11:

8th National
Conference of
African American
Librarians, “Culture
Keepers VIII:
Challenges of the 21st
Century: Empowering
People, Changing
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Nominations open for ALA Honorary Membership

Nominations are being accepted for ALA honorary membership, the
Association’s highest honor, which is bestowed on living citizens of
any country whose contributions to librarianship or a closely related
field are so outstanding that they are of significant and lasting
importance to the whole field of library service. After the ALA
Executive Board reviews nominations, Council will vote on them
during the 2014 ALA Midwinter Meeting, January 24–28, in
Philadelphia. Members who have a nomination must complete the
online form....
Office of ALA Governance, Apr. 30

Loriene Roy to present 2013 Coleman
Lecture

Loriene Roy, professor in the School of Information at
the University of Texas at Austin and former president
of ALA, will deliver the 2013 Jean E. Coleman Library
Outreach Lecture on July 1 during the ALA 2013
Annual Conference in Chicago. Her lecture, “What’s
Love Got to Do With It? The Place of Love and
Forgiveness in Library and Information Studies,” will draw upon her
experiences from the Fetzer Institute’s Global Gathering: The
Pilgrimage on Love in Forgiveness, held in Assisi, Italy, in September
2012....
Office for Literacy and Outreach Services, Apr. 29

Lives,” Northern
Kentucky Convention
Center, Covington.

Sept. 23–26:

Access 2013,
Conference, St. John’s,
Newfoundland and
Labrador.

@

More...

Contact Us

American Libraries
Direct

AL Direct is a free electronic
newsletter emailed every
Wednesday to personal
members of the American
Library Association and
subscribers.

Excellence in Library
Programming Award

Carbondale (Ill.) Public Library has been
named the 2013 winner of the ALA
Excellence in Library Programming Award.
Donated by ALA’s Cultural Communities
Fund, the $5,000 award recognizes the library and more than 35
community partners for creating “11 Days for Compassion” in
response to a local Occupy movement and a strike at nearby Southern
Illinois University that resulted in peaceful protests, as well as abusive
rants in the newspaper. The 2012 event gave the community a safe
symbolic way to face itself in retrospect and to learn more about
compassion for future interactions....

George M. Eberhart,
Editor:
geberhart@ala.org

Beverly Goldberg,
Senior Editor:
bgoldberg@ala.org

Office of ALA Governance, Apr. 30

Coretta Scott King Book Awards Breakfast

The Ethnic and Multicultural Exchange Round Table and the Coretta
Scott King Book Awards Committee will celebrate the best in
children’s and young adult literature representing the AfricanAmerican experience at the 2013 Coretta Scott King Book Awards
Breakfast on June 30 in the Radisson Blu Atlantic Ballroom during the
ALA 2013 Annual Conference in Chicago. This year’s celebration will
honor author and illustrator Andrea Davis Pinkney and illustrator
Bryan Collier....
Ethnic and Multicultural Exchange Round Table, Apr. 29

2013 W. Y. Boyd Literary Award

Cain at Gettysburg by Ralph Peters, published by Forge
Books, is the winner of the 2013 W. Y. Boyd Literary
Award, which honors the best fiction set in a period
when the United States was at war. The $5,000 award
and citation, donated by author W. Y. Boyd II,
encourages the writing and publishing of outstanding
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war-related fiction. Cain at Gettysburg is a detailed
account of the events leading up to and including the
three days of the Battle of Gettysburg, July 1–3, 1863....
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2013 Information Technology Pathfinder Award

Laurie D. Borman,
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Office of ALA Governance, Apr. 30

School librarians Joseph Landor and Judy Russell are the recipients of
the 2013 AASL Information Technology Pathfinder Award. Sponsored
by Follett Software Company, the $1,500 award recognizes and
honors two school librarians—one elementary and one secondary—for
demonstrating vision and leadership through the use of information
technology to build lifelong learners....

To advertise in American
Libraries Direct, contact:

AASL, Apr. 29

2013 ALA Trustee Citations

United for Libraries has named G. Victor
Johnson and Beverly Mull as recipients of
the ALA Trustee Citation. The award,
established in 1943, recognizes public
library trustees for distinguished service
to library development. Johnson has
served the Arlington Heights (Ill.)
Memorial Library as a trustee for more than 30 years. Mull has been a
trustee at the Zion-Benton (Ill.) Public Library District for more than
seven years....
United for Libraries, Apr. 29

AASL Research Grants awarded

Two school library–related research projects, “The Principals’
Perspectives on the Value of School Librarians in Teaching and
Learning Case Study” (by Judi Moreillon and Teresa Starrett) and
“Bark If You R.E.A.D. in School Libraries: Can School Librarians with
Therapy Dogs and Reading Support Skills Be an Effective Part of a
School’s Literacy Intervention Team?” (by Linda Robinson) are the
2013 recipients of AASL’s Research Grants sponsored by Capstone....
AASL, Apr. 29

2013 Carroll Preston Baber Research Grant

M. Cristina Pattuelli and Irene Lopatovska are the winners of the 2013
Carroll Preston Baber Research Grant for their project, “E-reading in
the Academy: Investigating Adoption and Use of Ebooks in Academic
Libraries.” The $3,000 grant supports innovative research that could
lead to an improvement in library services to any specific group of
people....
Learning Resources Round Table, Apr. 25

Apply for a Mora Award

(PDF file)

Reforma, the National Association to Promote Library and Information
Services to Latinos and the Spanish-speaking, invites applications for
the 2013 Estela and Raúl Mora Award. The award is presented
annually to the most exemplary celebrations of El día de los niños / El
día de los libros (Children’s Day / Book Day), or El día de los jovenes
/ El día de los libros (Youth Day / Book Day), also known as Día.
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Apply by August 15....
Reforma, Apr. 26

LC Prize for American Fiction

Librarian of Congress James H. Billington has
announced that Don DeLillo (right), author of
Underworld, Mao II, and White Noise, will receive the
first Library of Congress Prize for American Fiction
during the 2013 National Book Festival, September
21–22. The prize honors an American literary writer
whose body of work is distinguished not only for its
mastery of the art but for its originality of thought and imagination.
This inaugural award was inspired by a previous award that LC
sponsored for lifetime achievement in the writing of fiction from 2008
to 2012....
Library of Congress, Apr. 25

OCM Bocas Prize for Caribbean Literature

Archipelago by Trinidadian writer Monique Roffey is the
winner of the 2013 One Caribbean Media (OCM) Bocas
Prize for Caribbean Literature of $10,000. The
nonfiction winner for 2013 is The Sky’s Wild Noise:
Selected Essays, by Rupert Roopnaraine and Fault Lines
by Kendel Hippolyte won in the poetry category.
Eligible works must have been published in the
preceding calendar year, and have been written
originally in English by an author born in the Caribbean or holding
Caribbean citizenship....
OCM Bocas Prize for Caribbean Literature

2013 South Asia Book Awards

The South Asia National Outreach Consortium has
announced the winners of its 2013 South Asia Book
Awards, which honor recently published fiction,
nonfiction, or poetry for children or teens that is
published in English or in English translation and
accurately portrays the experience of South Asians. The
winners are The Rumor by Anushka Ravishankar,
illustrations by Kanyika Kini (Tundra Books, 2012), and
Kids of Kabul: Living Bravely Through a Never-Ending War by
Deborah Ellis (Groundwood Books, 2012)....
South Asia Book Awards

2013 International Prize for
Arabic Fiction

Kuwaiti novelist Saud Alsanousi (right) has
won the 2013 International Prize for Arabic
Fiction for his novel Saq Al-Bamboo (The
Bamboo Stalk), which treats the sensitive
issue of foreign workers in the Gulf region.
The book tells the story of young man who
returns to Kuwait from the Philippines to discover what his father’s
country is like. The prize, which is worth $50,000, was announced
during the opening of Abu Dhabi International Book Fair....
Publishing Perspectives, Apr. 24

2013 Crystal Kite Awards

The Crystal Kite Awards are given by the Society of
Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators to recognize
great books from the 70 SCBWI regions around the
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world. The awards are chosen by other children’s
book writers and illustrators, making them the only
peer-given awards in publishing for young readers.
The Crystal Kite Awards are a regional complement of the annual
SCBWI Golden Kite Awards, which are given in four children’s
literature categories....
Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators, Apr. 30

Go back to the Top

Libraries in the News
Bush Presidential Library unveiled
Former First Lady Laura Bush (right), a former
librarian who shaped nearly every part of the
George W. Bush Presidential Library and
Museum, said April 25 during the building’s
dedication on the Southern Methodist
University campus in Dallas that “a presidential library is not just
about one president. . . . The archives housed here are completely
digital, and the entire Bush center is designed to present the past
and engage the future.” On May 1, the library became the first
presidential library to open to the public with a platinum LEED
certification by the US Green Building Council. Here’s what happened
behind the scenes and at earlier presidential library dedications....
Dallas Morning News: Trail Blazers Blog, Apr. 25; Los Angeles Times: Deals and News,
Apr. 30; CNS News, Apr. 25; Prologue: Pieces of History, Apr. 23, 25

One librarian to remain in Iowa school district

The Fort Dodge (Iowa) Community School District has made staff
reductions ahead of the 2013–2014 school year to meet a $2 million
budget shortfall. According to Robert Hughes, FDCSD assistant
superintendent, the district currently has three-full time librarians.
Two are retiring and their positions will not be filled. Hughes said,
“We really kind of increase the effectiveness by empowering one
librarian to oversee the district media services.”...
Fort Dodge (Iowa) Messenger News, Apr. 25

Utah school librarians get layoff notices

Twenty media specialists were told April 26 they would not have jobs
with the Ogden (Utah) School District in the next school year. The
remaining two school librarians would supervise part-time library
assistants assigned to the schools. The layoffs, which still face a vote
by the school board in June, would save the district $930,000. Tiffany
Hall, K–12 literacy coordinator for the Utah State Office of Education,
offered assurances the layoffs would not affect the schools’
accreditation anytime soon....
Ogden (Utah) Standard-Examiner, Apr. 30
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The Prosser challenge continues

Two books challenged by a Prosser (Wash.) High
School teacher will go before the Prosser School
Board in a final effort to have them removed from
school libraries. Rich Korb filed a request for the
board to review a decision from Superintendent Ray
Tolcacher, who agreed to keep Dave Pelzer’s A Child
Called “It” and Amy Ignatow’s The Popularity Papers
on school bookshelves. Board members are reading
the books ahead of possibly discussing them May 7....
Kennewick (Wash.) Tri-City Herald, Apr. 28

Nearly 100 children’s cookbooks whisked from
library

Someone has stolen large number of children’s cookbooks from Bucks
County (Pa.) Library’s Southampton branch. Head Children’s Librarian
Lora Terifay said she began to notice that the books were missing in
January when another library requested one of the titles. “When I
went over to the shelf to get it, I just saw this huge gap,” she said.
None of the books had been checked out. Staff members have been
referring to the mystery as “The Case of the Cookbook Culprit.”...
Upper Southampton (Pa.) Patch, Apr. 25

Extremist ephemera donated to Duke
University

The Southern Poverty Law Center’s Intelligence
Project has donated its collection of extremist
literature—pamphlets and flyers issued by the Ku
Klux Klan, neo-Nazis, racist skinheads, border
vigilantes, and neo-Confederates—to Duke
University’s David M. Rubenstein Rare Book and
Manuscript Library. The nearly 90-box collection will be housed there
to allow scholarly research on the histories of extremist groups in the
US....
WUNC-FM, Chapel Hill, North Carolina, Apr. 29

Prison library closes in Saskatchewan

Inmates at the Saskatchewan Penitentiary in Prince Albert no longer
have access to the Wapiti Regional Library, after Canadian federal
funding was abruptly cut at the end of March on a years-long
contract and four staff were eliminated. “We were actually considering
expanding that service to the maximum security unit,” Wapiti Director
Jon Murray said. The library is not shelving ideas to develop literacy
programs and book clubs in the prison and hopes to leave library
materials onsite....
CBC News, Apr. 26

What Guantanamo detainees are
reading

Jeva Lange writes: “If there was ever any
question about what the more than 160
remaining detainees are reading at
Guantanamo, a new Tumblr blog has the
answer: Captain America, Danielle Steele,
and the Harry Potter series. The project of Pulitzer Prize–winning
journalist Charlie Savage, ‘Guantanamo Prison Library Books for
Detainees’ records the well-worn novels and disarrayed shelves that
make up the inmates’ collection. The library currently holds around
3,500 books on preapproved topics concerning ‘Themes of family,
tolerance, moral choices, mental escape; topics that expand the
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mind.’”...

New York Daily News: Page Views, Apr. 29

War of 1812–era books presented to Toronto library
Three titles that were looted from the city’s only library during the
Battle of York on April 27, 1813, were presented April 28 to the
Toronto Reference Library in a symbolic gesture of return. In a
ceremony filled with lighthearted humor and ribbing about overdue
fines, Constance Barone, of Sackets Harbor, New York, righted the
centuries-old wrong that occurred during the war between the US and
Canada from 1812 to 1814. Though not the actual stolen books, the
three books chosen are originals and would have been representative
of a library’s offerings in 1813....
Toronto Star, Apr. 28

Michael Moore salutes librarians

Oscar-winning filmmaker Michael Moore used
his keynote speech at the Library of Michigan’s
10th Annual Night for Notables in Lansing on
April 27 to express awe for librarians, “among
the most dangerous people in society.” Each
year the Library of Michigan recognizes 20
books written by Michigan authors or relating to
the state, as “Michigan Notable Books.” The audience listened as
Moore told the story of Ann Sparanese, a librarian from Englewood,
New Jersey, who was able to force HarperCollins to publish his 2002
book Stupid White Men....
Detroit News, Apr. 28

Lambeth Palace retrieves stolen rare
books

From an early edition of Shakespeare’s Henry IV Part
2 to illustrated accounts of the first expeditions to
America, an extraordinary collection of some 1,400
rare books dating back to the early 17th century has
been returned to Lambeth Palace in London nearly 40
years after it was stolen. In February 2011, the
palace’s newly appointed librarian was stunned to hear
from a solicitor dealing with the estate of the recently deceased thief,
in which the culprit—who had been “associated with the library”—
made a full confession and revealed the location of the books in a
London attic....
The Guardian (UK), Apr. 29; BBC News Magazine, Apr. 24

Fire at the National Library of
Wales

The National Library of Wales in
Aberystwyth reopened to the public April 30
following a fire that destroyed part of its
roof on April 26. A spokesman said the
library completed its immediate salvage
operation of collections located in the affected areas and is in the
process of relocating more than 70 staff to other parts of the building.
The building suffered fire, smoke, and water damage to areas used
mainly as office space, but part of a historic collection has been
moved to Oxford by a team of salvage experts for freeze-drying....
Cardiff (Wales) Western Mail, Apr. 29; BBC News, Apr. 30

The brazen bibliophiles of
Timbuktu
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Yochi Dreazen writes: “One afternoon in March,
I walked through Timbuktu’s Ahmed Baba
Institute of Higher Studies and Islamic
Research, stepping around shards of broken
glass. Until last year, the modern concrete
building with its Moorish-inspired screens and
light-filled courtyard was a haven for scholars drawn by the city’s
unparalleled collection of medieval manuscripts. Sitting cross-legged
on the floor of the modest apartment where he now lives, Abdel
Kader Haidara (center of photo) told me the improbable story of what
actually happened to Timbuktu’s manuscripts during the 2012 Islamist
occupation.”...
New Republic, Apr. 25

Go back to the Top

Issues
SCOTUS: States can limit access to public records

The US Supreme Court said on April 29 that states are free to allow
public records access only to their own citizens, delivering a blow to
freedom of information advocates who had challenged a Virginia law.
In a unanimous ruling (PDF file), the court said two out-of-state men
did not have a right to view the documents. Various other states,
including Tennessee, Arkansas, and Delaware, have similar laws,
although some do not enforce them....
World Bulletin, Apr. 30

Five ways to improve US copyright law

Timothy B. Lee writes: “On April 24, Rep. Bob Goodlatte (R-Va.)
announced plans for a ‘comprehensive review’ of copyright law. The
announcement is significant because Goodlatte chairs the House
Judiciary Committee, which has jurisdiction over copyright issues.
Goodlatte cited recent comments by Register of Copyrights Maria
Pallante as an inspiration for his initiative. So here are five
suggestions for improving copyright law that Congress ought to
consider.”...
Ars Technica, Mar. 19, Apr. 26; US House Committee on the Judiciary, Apr. 24

The copyright status of magazines in Google Books
(PDF file)

Barbara L. Kevles writes: “Major US publishers have settled their
seven-year lawsuit against the Google Books Library Project, which
seeks to digitize and make searchable collections of important
research libraries in the US, Europe, and Asia for commercial
purposes. But millions of magazines are hidden in the Google Books
Library Project, and countless numbers have been, in the wording of
a Google database heading, ‘digitized on or before May 5, 2009,
without authorization.’”...
AALL Spectrum, May, pp. 34–36, 47

CISPA is dead; now let’s do cybersecurity right

Julian Sanchez writes: “The controversial Cyber Intelligence Sharing
and Protection Act (CISPA) now appears to be dead in the Senate,
despite having passed the House by a wide margin earlier this month.
Though tech, finance, and telecom firms with a combined $605 million
in lobbying muscle supported the bill, opposition from privacy groups,
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internet activists, and ultimately the White House (which threatened
to veto the law) seem to have proven fatal for now.”...
Wired, Apr. 26; US News and World Report, Apr. 25; ABC News, Apr. 18; Sunlight
Foundation Reporting Group, Apr. 29

Privacy issues for librarians and journalists

J. Douglas Archer writes: “Sometimes the best way to understand a
problem fully is to compare it with its opposite. We in the library
profession strongly affirm the privacy and confidentiality rights of
library users. Yet at the same time we vigorously advocate for open
access to government information, for as much transparency as
possible in government operations. What gives?”...
Choose Privacy Week, May 1

Senate moves to reform privacy law

On April 25 the Senate Judiciary Committee voted to pass a bill that
will update the Electronic Communications Privacy Act (ECPA). Last
updated in 1986, ECPA does not adequately address the digital world.
The Electronic Communications Privacy Act Amendments Act of 2013
(S. 607) proposed by Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.) will reform this
outdated privacy law by providing suitable privacy protections to both
email and cloud storage....
District Dispatch, Apr. 25

Go back to the Top

Tech Talk
Windows laptops with the
least problems

Melanie Pinola writes: “PC
troubleshooting and reporting tool Soluto
is taking all the information on its users’
crashes, blue-screens-of-death, and long
boot times to report which laptops
perform the best. Soluto is gathering the reports monthly for its
Business Pro users. Everyone, however, can view this first report,
whether you have a Soluto account or not. The Apple MacBook Pro 13
(mid-2012), running Windows in Boot Camp, tops the list with the
best score. The Acer Aspire E1-171 takes the second spot, while Dell
has a great showing with five out of the top 10 laptops.”...
Lifehacker, Apr. 24

Mac vs. Windows: The best arguments

Adam Dachis writes: “The war between Mac and Windows devotees
has been raging for decades, and last week we asked readers to
weigh in. Today we’re taking a look at the best arguments on both
sides to offer a clear picture of why you might choose one platform
over another. This post attempts to represent both sides of the
arguments equally, but may be weighted more towards Windows
users, as Windows is the operating choice for the majority of
Lifehacker readers.”...
Lifehacker, Apr. 30

Email receipt services

Brian Herzog writes: “A patron came up to the
desk, saying she had an email question. She
was applying for a job and emailed her
information to their HR person. But she never
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got called for an interview, because the HR
person said she had never received the patron’s information. The
patron wanted to know if there was a way to prove that the HR
person did get it, because she knows she sent it. I did some quick
checking online, and it seems like Yahoo doesn’t offer receipts at all,
and Gmail only with their business accounts.”...
Swiss Army Librarian, Apr. 27

A librarian’s guide to OpenRefine

Margaret Heller writes: “Academic librarians working in technical roles
may rarely see stacks of books, but they doubtless see messy digital
data on a daily basis. OpenRefine is an extremely useful tool for
dealing with this data without sophisticated scripting skills and with a
very low learning curve. Once you learn a few tricks with it, you may
never need to force a student worker to copy and paste items onto
Excel spreadsheets.”...
ACRL TechConnect Blog, May 1

Window-manager utilities

Yaara Lancet writes: “Whether you use one
monitor or three, Windows XP or Windows
8, Mozilla Firefox or Google Chrome, you’re
bound to have windows on your desktop.
And you probably juggle several of them at
once. Windows operating systems come
with several built-in management features,
but they’re very basic. To control a cascade of windows effectively,
you need a third-party window manager. I tested five popular ones—
some of them free, and most of them inexpensive.”...
PC World, May 1

Compared: Discovery systems
and Google

Aaron Tay writes: “Like many academic
libraries, we recently launched our
discovery service Summon, by ProQuest’s
Serials Solutions. Having worked
intensively on this project since 2011
during the evaluation, followed in 2012
by the implementation phase, I had an opportunity to delve into the
topic perhaps deeper than many of my colleagues not on the team.
Summon is probably as close to Google and Google Scholar as any
library-associated search currently out there with features like
autostemming and search over full-text. Summon 2.0 will come even
closer by adding auto-query expansion that will automatically search
synonyms.”...
Musings about Librarianship, Apr. 25

Go back to the Top

E-Content
Hachette Book Group opens
ebooks to libraries

A year after it launched a pilot program
making new ebooks available to some libraries, Big Six publisher
Hachette Book Group announced May 1 that it will make its entire
catalog of over 5,000 ebooks available to libraries nationwide as of
May 8. New ebooks will be made available to libraries at the same
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time as the print edition. For new ebooks, Hachette Book Group is
charging libraries three times the price of the “primary” print book.
One year after publication, the price of an ebook will drop to 1.5
times the price of the print book. Alan S. Inouye writes: “Now all of
the Big Six publishers are in the library ebook market in one way or
another, with the momentum towards greater engagement.” ALA
President Maureen Sullivan issued a statement applauding the
decision....
paidContent, May 1; May 20, 2012; Digital Book World, May 1; AL: E-Content, May 1

Ebooks and democracy

New York Public Library President Anthony W. Marx writes: “Ebook
readership is rising much faster than readership of print books; digital
books could soon be the most popular book format. Readership of our
ebooks soared 168% from 2011 to 2012; print circulation, while much
larger, remained constant. As the nature of reading changes, access
to ebooks is essential for libraries to remain vital. Digital books from
libraries are essential to improving literacy, civic engagement, and
the technological facility necessary for economic success.”...
New York Times, May 1

The Digital Public Library of America

Scott McLemee writes: “The online response to the April
18 launch of the Digital Public Library of America has
been, for the most part, enthusiasm just short of
euphoria. The collection contains not quite 2.4 million
digital objects; but more impressive than the quantity of material,
though, is how much thought has gone into how it’s made available.
DPLA is the work of people who understand that design is not just
icing on the digital cake, but a significant (even decisive) factor in
how we engage with content in the first place.”...
Inside Higher Ed, Apr. 24

DPLA partners with David Rumsey
Map Collection

The Digital Public Library of America is
partnering with the David Rumsey Map
Collection to provide online access to tens of
thousands of significant historical maps and
images. As part of the relationship, David
Rumsey will provide metadata for over 38,000 maps and images,
making the entirety of his notable online collection instantly accessible
via the DPLA website. Rumsey, president of Cartography Associates in
San Francisco, began building a collection of North and South
American historical maps and related cartographic materials in
1980....
No Shelf Required, Apr. 30

Library and publisher metadata

Julie Halverstadt and Nancy Kall write: “The
Douglas County (Colo.) Libraries’ pioneering
project to own, rather than license, much of
its e-content has not only forged a new
business model but also exposed a new
frontier in metadata. As of March, about
22,000 of the library’s nearly 58,000 e-content titles had been
purchased directly from publishers and stored on an Adobe Content
Server, and it became quickly apparent to library staff that we were
going to have to get creative with the metadata associated with this
material.”...
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Library Journal: The Digital Shift, Apr. 29

Librarians stand fast in the ebook revolution

There’s a tightrope across the digital divide that librarians are
crossing, but some aren’t tiptoeing. They’re leaping across the gap
and forming their own publishing arms to capitalize on new content
streams that have blossomed alongside the ebook tsunami, said
Jamie LaRue, director of the Douglas County (Colo.) Libraries, at the
100th conference of the Texas Library Association. “Look at it like
this, there are more public libraries in the United States than there
are McDonald’s. We have a nationwide distribution system.”...
Fort Worth (Tex.) Star-Telegram, Apr. 26

Whatever happened to the web
as an annotation system?

Todd A. Carpenter writes: “Readers and
researchers were annotating texts long
before the invention of the printing press.
While annotating texts has been relatively
easy for centuries thanks to the margins of
paper texts, annotating digital items remains difficult. Thinking back
to the foundation of the World Wide Web, annotation was actually a
critical component of what Sir Tim Berners-Lee conceived of as an
interconnected store of research documents for CERN.”...
The Scholarly Kitchen, Apr. 30

Understanding user-generated tags

José “Ricky” Padilla writes: “More and more cultural
heritage organizations are inviting their users to tag
collection items to help aggregate, sort, and filter
collection items. If we could better understand how
and why users tag and what they’re tagging, we can
better understand how to invite their participation.
Here I interview Jennifer Golbeck (right), director of
the Human-Computer Interaction Lab at the University
of Maryland, about her ongoing studies of how users tag art
objects.”...
The Signal: Digital Preservation, May 1

Arizona makes ebook lending records private

Arizona lawmakers passed and Gov. Jan Brewer signed into law House
Bill 2165, which adds ebooks to the state statute restricting what
public library circulation records can be disclosed. The new law goes
into effect 90 days after the legislative session ends....
Phoenix Arizona Republic, Apr. 24

Tips for building your children’s ebook collection

Rachel Wood writes: “What does your library’s kids e-collection need?
A little of everything! Here are my tips for anyone just starting out.
First, start with favorites—books that are hot in print are also hot as
ebooks. Start with the top titles and consider buying multiples.”...
ALSC Blog, Apr. 28

Gdansk installs ebooks on city
trams

Gdansk, Poland, has made a series of ebooks
available on municipal trams after thousands of
traditional books were stolen earlier this year.
The city’s Mobile Reading campaign was set in
motion in January to promote literacy, and
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5,000 books were placed in nets on the backs of
tram seats. By April, every last volume had disappeared. Under the
new system, travelers can read the books for free, but they need a
valid ticket as well as a smartphone....
Radio Gdansk, Jan. 4, Apr. 25
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Books & Reading
Book sales are on the rise

Peter Osnos writes: “With all the upheaval in bookselling over the past
decade, you would think the book industry was in crisis. But sales
figures suggest otherwise. The Association of American Publishers
released 2012 sales figures showing a substantial increase in overall
totals. Sorting out the numbers, the net gain was 7.4% over the
previous year. The percentage of ebook sales as a factor in the totals
was up by a considerable 42% from 2011, amounting to $1.3 billion.
But that rate of increase has slowed in recent months.”...
The Atlantic, Apr. 23; Association of American Publishers, Apr. 13

Changing the culture of consent

Pauline Holdsworth writes: “Sometimes the ability to
name the experiences you’ve had, even if you don’t
have the vocabulary for them, comes from fiction.
That’s something Laurie Halse Anderson, author of the
award-winning novel Speak, often notices when she
tours from school to school talking to students about
consent and sexual assault. Students will seek her out
after she speaks. Often they’ve never talked about their assault
before. Often they have no idea where to turn.”...
PolicyMic, Apr. 24

Embarrassing stories from your favorite
YA characters

Annie Schutte writes: “April is National Letter Writing
Month and National Humor Month. We’ve combined the
two to commemorate one of the most sacred teen
traditions: embarrassing stories. YA characters may
seem airbrushed and perfect on the book cover, but
beneath that glossy jacket they’re just like you and me.
Take a look for yourself—and see if you can guess their true
identities.”...
YALSA The Hub, Apr. 29

A tour of child/YA lit bloggers

Betsy Bird writes: “Sometimes it feels to me that there are as many
ways to publish a book as there are books to publish. I started out as
a children’s librarian. From there I started to blog. Then from
blogging came some books. So I got to thinking about others in my
field who have followed similar paths from blogging to book
publication. The successes, if you will. With that in mind, here are
some names that come immediately to mind and in no particular
order.”...
School Library Journal: A Fuse #8 Production, Apr. 30

The young Salinger

The elusive J. D. Salinger comes vividly
to life in a series of letters he wrote
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from 1941 to 1943, which few people have seen in the 70 years
since. In this correspondence, which has been acquired by the Morgan
Library and Museum and shared with the New York Times, the
unsettled young Salinger reveals himself to be as playful, passionate,
and caustic as Holden Caulfield, the self-questioning adolescent who
would become his most enduring creation....
New York Times, Apr. 23

Your granny’s YA lit

Diane Colson writes: “While many mark the beginning
of young adult literature around the time The Outsiders
by S. E. Hinton was published in 1967, authors had
been penning teen novels for many decades by then.
For this wide-ranging look at retro YA, we’re going to
go back about a century and then work our way
forward from there. Motor Maids in Fair Japan by
Katherine Stokes was published in 1912 and is part of
a series about the Motor Maids and their travel.”...
YALSA: The Hub, Apr. 25

21st-century books every manly man
should read

The GQ editors write: “Anyone with a high school
diploma can tick off the classic novels of the 20th
century. But cross into this millennium and things are
suddenly murkier, Kindle-ier, less classed up with age.
Then again, it’s been an affirming 13 years, enough
time to breed a whole new body of post-2000 lit we’re
happy to call the new classics. Here are the new musts
you missed the first time around.”...
GQ, Apr. 8

Go back to the Top

Tips & Ideas
Parents, children, libraries, and reading

The vast majority of parents of minor children—children younger than
18—feel libraries are very important for their children, according to
Pew Research Center survey results (PDF file) released May 1. This
carries over into parents’ own higher-than-average use of a wide
range of library services. The presence of a child or a grandchild in a
family is the primary reason cited by the 30% of parents who say
their use of libraries has increased in the past five years. Compared
with other adults who do not have minor children, these parents are
more likely to have visited a library in the past 12 months, have a
library card, and use a mobile device to connect to a library
website....
Pew Internet & American Life Project, May 1

Disruption in legal publishing: A
librarian’s perspective

Sarah Glassmeyer writes: “Many people think
that legal publishing was disrupted years ago,
when we began to make the big switch over
to electronic research tools. To the contrary,
that switch has not been disruptive—to
lawyers. But legal publishing is broken. In its
current state, it only serves to keep information locked away from
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people. There is no reason why this particular subset of the
information ecosystem shouldn’t be free, open, accessible, and
preserved for all.”...
Verdict, Apr. 29

The purpose and future of academic libraries

Marcus Banks writes: “On April 26 I attended a seminar presentation
by Tom Leonard, university librarian at the University of California,
Berkeley, since 2001. Leonard has a doctorate in history and has been
on the faculty of Cal’s journalism school since 1976. Ever the
historian, Leonard began with an illuminating historical overview of
academic libraries in the US. He divided academic libraries pre-web
into two broad phases: the ‘slacker phase‘ and the ‘overachiever
phase.’”...
Marcus’ World, Apr. 29

Wikipedia categories and sexism

Wikimedia Foundation Executive Director Sue Gardner writes: “On
April 24, the New York Times published an op-ed from author Amanda
Filipacchi headlined ‘Wikipedia’s Sexism Toward Female Novelists,’ in
which she criticized Wikipedia for moving some authors from the
‘American novelists’ category into a sub-category called ‘American
women novelists.’ Because there is no subcategory for ‘American male
novelists,’ Filipacchi saw the change as reflecting a sexist double
standard. I completely understand why Filipacchi was outraged.”...
Wikimedia Blog, May 1; New York Times: Sunday Review, Apr. 24

Apps for finding new tunes

Rachel Metz writes: “I was excited to try out
Twitter’s foray into music discovery, Twitter
#music, which launched as an iPhone app and
online service in April. In order to make it a true test, I compared it
with two other recently released social music apps, EQuala and Piki,
to determine the best new source for finding music on a smartphone.
How do they rank? Let’s just say that Twitter’s social networking
prowess doesn’t necessarily translate to social music
recommendations.”...
MIT Technology Review, May 1

How I learned to write grants good

Tim Wadham writes: “What I learned from writing and then
implementing my first LSCA grant proposal made it possible for many
more successful grants over the years. This in turn made many things
possible for my libraries that wouldn’t have been doable otherwise. So
here are my tips on writing a successful grant proposal.”...
ALSC Blog, May 1

Spring has sprung @ your library

Whether spring means a thorough house cleaning,
preparing a home garden, or simply enjoying the
season, librarians are planning programs that suit
users’ preferred springtime activities. For example,
Grand Rapids (Minn.) Area Library is certainly abuzz
with its springtime horticultural programming lineup, “Buzzing and
Clucking @ your library,” which includes the basics of beekeeping and
raising backyard chickens....
Campaign for America’s Libraries, Apr. 30

Tips for making your press releases social and
shareable
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Heather Mansfield writes: “Social media has forever changed how
nonprofits and journalists distribute and consume news stories, yet
the format of nonprofit press releases has not evolved at all. I think
that enterprising nonprofits would be eager to try something new to
help your nonprofit stand out from the hundreds of traditional press
releases that journalists and media outlets are bombarded with on a
weekly or even daily basis. At the very least, these tips will help your
nonprofit’s press release get more exposure on the Social Web.”...
Nonprofit Tech 2.0 Blog, Apr. 24

Hey, librarian: Can you help me find a
good app?

Clair Segal writes: “Teens would rather go without
water than a data connection. Their phones have
become constant companions and guides. So
whether it’s reference help, ebooks, music, or book recommendations,
we’ve got an audience that comes equipped with their own hardware.
They have the devices; we just have to provide helpful, thoughtfully
curated content for them to use.”...
YALSA Blog, Apr. 25

A two-story shhhh

Michael Lieberman writes: “To create something to
adorn the lobby of the then-new Walnut Creek branch
of the Contra Costa County (Calif.) Library, the city
enlisted the services of artist Christian Moeller.
‘Portrait in 12 Volumes of Gray’ stands 26 feet tall and
eight feet wide and contains 3,960 books. The covers
are 12 shades of gray and arranged on a gigantic
steel bookshelf. The piece, one of 39 examples of
public art in the branch, displays the image of a
woman’s face as she makes a ‘shhh’ signal. Production of the books
alone for the piece took two years to complete. It was unveiled in
2010.”...
Book Patrol, Aug. 29; UCLA Today, July 29, 2010

Meet New York City’s
archivists

Alison Leigh Cowan writes: “Archivists
are the specialists who snatch objects
from oblivion. They have long spent their
careers cloistered, like the objects they
protected. But now many of these
professionals are stepping out. A main reason is the Archivists Round
Table of Metropolitan New York. The group, which recently surpassed
500 members, holds monthly events that draw a young, well-dressed
crowd, hungry for chances to network, train, and socialize.” Watch
the video (2:56)....
New York Times, Apr. 28

Librarians show off their awesome

The bloggers at Stacked have set aside the month
of May to let librarians who blog, Tumbl, or
otherwise share their experiences online
participate in “Show Me the Awesome: 30 Days of
Self-Promotion.” They already have a lineup of
contributors, but if you have a post about the
interesting, unique, innovative, practical, and helpful things you and
your library are doing in your community, you are welcome to
contribute by submitting a link....
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Stacked, Apr. 21, May 1

Vintage photos of librarians being
awesome

Emily Temple writes: “Librarians, in case you
hadn’t heard, are essential members of society
—likely to expand minds wherever they go—
and, as such, are fully worthy of hero worship.
That’s at least part of the impetus behind My
Daguerreotype Librarian, a Tumblr ‘dedicated to literally or
figuratively hunky and babely librarians from the past.’ Inspired by
the website, here’s a little extra literary goodness: 25 awesome
vintage photos of librarians from ages past.”...
Flavorwire, Apr. 26

Camels in medieval book
illustration

Have you ever asked yourself what a camel
looked like in medieval times? Marvelously, we
have some idea, thanks to drawings found in
three of the greatest Anglo-Saxon manuscripts,
all at the British Library: the Beowulf
manuscript (Cotton Vitellius A XV), the Old
English Hexateuch (Cotton Claudius B IV), and an illustrated
miscellany from 11th-century Canterbury (Cotton Tiberius B V)....
Medieval and Earlier Manuscripts Blog, Apr. 30

The psychology of library seating
locations

Esther Lie writes: “We have our desired seats
in the library—perhaps in the corner, a
Herculean desk, a stairway to heaven
equidistant from the water cooler and
photocopier, two symmetrical sockets longing
to be plugged in, and lighting optimal for a
photosynthetic orgasm. When that seat is taken, we’re furious. Does
this have any rationale?”...
Leeds Student, Apr. 26

Pinterest for beginners

Meredith Popolo writes: “Pinterest is a highly visual
virtual pinboard site that lets you ‘pin’ or collect
images from the web. You create boards to help
you categorize your images and add descriptions to
remind you why you bookmarked them in the first
place. Most of these images—or pins—link back to
the original website they appeared on so you can
easily access them later. Ready to find out how Pinterest can work for
you? Follow us as we walk you through getting started.”...
PC Magazine, Apr. 23

Zombies pass on the reading
bug in New Zealand

Zombies invaded a library in south
Auckland, New Zealand, on April 26, all in
the name of literacy. The Tupu Youth
Library came under siege—one group of
teenagers forming the undead masses, the
other forming “survivors”—who had to do research to find a way out.
Manager Richard Misilei says he needed an innovative idea to bring
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kids to the library. Watch the video (1:07)....
3 News, Auckland, N.Z., Apr. 27

Go back to the Top
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American Libraries Online
Dispatches from the Field: Coming
to TERMS

Jill Emery and Graham Stone write: “Two
decades after the advent of electronic journals
and databases, librarians are still grappling with
ways to best manage e-resources. These times
of economic austerity are also creating
budgetary pressures at many institutions of
higher education, with the result that librarians
must continually justify their spending on collections and resource
management. Our Techniques for Electronic Resource Management
(TERMS) began in 2008 after we began discussing the lack of
consistency in practices and missing features in the available
systems.”...

ALA Annual Conference,
Chicago, June 27–July 2.

American Libraries column, May

Newsmaker: An interview with
Caroline Kennedy

Caroline Kennedy has been a lifelong
advocate for reading, literacy, and libraries.
Her career has included work with the New
York City Department of Education and the
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library. This
year she is serving as honorary chair of
National Library Week. Kennedy has written or edited 10 bestselling
books on American history, politics, and poetry. American Libraries
spoke with Kennedy about her work, the future of libraries, and her
love of poetry....
American Libraries column, May

Leadership in a Digital Age: President’s
Message
ALA President Maureen Sullivan (right) writes: “The
increasingly digital context brings challenges and
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“Libraries and librarians
saved my life, truly,” says
two-time Grammy Award–
winning singer-songwriter
Janis Ian, who will be
helping 2013 Annual
Conference attendees
wrap up in Chicago and
rev up for 2014 Midwinter
Meeting in Philadelphia.
Ian appears on July 1, 2–
3 p.m., in McCormick
Place S100 as part of
Wrap Up/Rev Up.
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opportunities for librarians, library staff, archivists, and
museum professionals. New roles and the competencies
required to perform them are evolving. One overriding
role for all of us is that of the leader. The complexity of
the changes we experience leads to many unfamiliar situations in
which deep learning is necessary to successfully work through the
problems and challenges. Scholar Warren Bennis calls these ‘crucible’
experiences.”...
American Libraries column, May

AL Live this week: Online learning
trends

American Libraries Live, a free, streaming video
broadcast that you can view from your home, library,
or on the go, returns 2–3 p.m. Eastern time on May 9
with a new episode, “Library Learning Goes Online.”
From elementary school to graduate school to
continuing education, online tools are creating new
horizons in distance learning and new tools to supplement in-person
learning. But what does this mean for libraries? The hour-long
interactive discussion will be led by Sarah Steiner (above) and
includes panelists John Shank and Lauren Pressley. Register online or
visit the AL Live website at the time of the event....
AL Live, May 3

Go back to the Top

ALA News
Young, Gonzalez win ALA
elections

The election results are in: Courtney
Young, head librarian at Penn State
Greater Allegheny, has been elected the
2014–2015 ALA president, defeating
Barbara Immroth, professor in the
School of Information at the University
of Texas at Austin. Mario M. Gonzalez, executive director of the
Passaic (N.J.) Public Library, has been elected treasurer for 2013–
2016, defeating Clara Nalli Bohrer, director of the West Bloomfield
Township (Mich.) Public Library. 33 ALA members have also been
elected Councilors-at-Large....
AL: Inside Scoop, May 3; Office of ALA Governance, May 3

Update on the ALA 2013 and 2014 budgets

ALA President Maureen Sullivan writes: “Over the last two weeks, the
ALA Executive Board and BARC have met to review the status of the
Fiscal Year 2013 ALA budget and to approve a preliminary budget for
the 2014 fiscal year that begins on September 1. While the
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Association as a whole is financially stable, the impact of the
recession on libraries and lower than projected revenues this year and
next year will necessitate some budget reductions, resulting in a
leaner, and in the process a more focused, Association.”...
AL: Inside Scoop, May 2

Advocates tell legislators to protect library funding

More than 350 librarians and library supporters from across the
country converged in Washington, D.C., May 7–8 to meet with
members of Congress to discuss key library issues during ALA ’s 39th
annual National Library Legislative Day. The event focused on
supporting federal funding for national libraries and included a virtual
advocacy component for library supporters who could not attend the
Washington meetings....
ALA Washington Office, May 7

Tweet your legislator

Couldn’t make it to National Library
Legislative Day in Washington, D.C., on
May 8? YALSA offers you a way to
advocate for teen library services with just
two clicks of a mouse: the Tweet Your US
Senator and Tweet Your US Representative
maps, developed by YALSA’s Legislative Committee. Find your
legislator on the maps, then click the Tweet Me! link that pops up
under the name. A message will be sent out that encourages them to
fund the LSTA and Innovative Approaches to Literacy programs....
YALSA, May 1

New ALA report on broadband
opportunities

On May 2, the Office for Information
Technology Policy released “US Public Libraries
and the Broadband Technology Opportunities
Program,” a report that details library
engagement with the federal program. The
report is the first to highlight state and local
library BTOP projects nationwide and the improvements they have
made to public access technology resources, digital literacy, and
workforce development. Library projects in 29 states and the District
of Columbia are featured. ALA estimates about 20% of US public
libraries have benefited from BTOP funding....
Office for Information Technology Policy, May 4

Ping Fu at Annual Conference

Attendees will be inspired by Auditorium Speaker Ping
Fu’s (right) journey from her childhood during China’s
Cultural Revolution to become a top American
innovator and tech entrepreneur who founded
Geomagic, a 3D digital-reality-solution company. Ping
Fu will appear at the 2013 ALA Annual Conference on
June 29. This program will resonate with attendees
who are considering or implementing maker programs in their
libraries....
Conference Services, May 6

2013 ALA Virtual Conference
registration opens

Continuing last year’s theme of “Mapping
Transformation,” the 2013 ALA Virtual
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Born in the United
Kingdom, actor Henry
Cavill has already
made quite an impact
in both film and
television. This
summer, audiences
will see Henry star in
Man of Steel when it
flies into theaters on
June 14. In
preparation for this
epic role, Henry delved
deep into original
source material,
reading hundreds of
Superman comics, like
the one he is holding
in this new ALA
Celebrity READ poster.
NEW! From ALA
Graphics.

Libraries
on Film
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Conference, to be held July 24–25, offers interactive web sessions,
conversations, and insights that focus on experimentation and
innovation. Keynote speakers are Kylie Peppler (“Make to Learn
Symposium”) and Steven Bell (“Transforming the Library Starts with
Mapping the Journey”). Registration is open....
Conference Services, May 7

ALA statement on the new
Pew survey

A new study shows that the majority of
parents highly value one resource for
their children: libraries, with some 94%
saying libraries are important for their children. The new report by
the Pew Research Center’s Internet and American Life Project,
“Parents’ and Children’s Special Relationship with Reading and
Libraries,” reveals the strong connections parents have with public
libraries. ALA President Maureen Sullivan released a statement on May
1....
ALA Public Information Office, May 1

ALA Leadership Institute deadline May 10

There’s still time to consider applying or nominating a colleague for
“Leading to the Future,” a four-day immersive leadership development
program for future library leaders offered by ALA at the Eaglewood
Resort and Spa in Itasca, Illinois, August 12–15. This inaugural
Leadership Institute will include a structured learning track as well as
the opportunity for individual development. Applications will be
accepted through May 10....

Wonder Man (1945).
Danny Kaye plays both
Buzzy Bellew, a
nightclub singer who is
murdered because he
witnessed a mob
killing, and his twin
brother Edwin Dingle,
a brilliant, bookish
scholar who spends his
days studying in the
library and writing with
both hands. There he
falls in love with
beautiful young
librarian Ellen Shanley
(Virginia Mayo), who
isn’t particularly good
at reference and has
difficulty keeping the
room quiet.

Office of ALA Governance, May 1

A how-to guide for digital preservation

As digital preservation becomes an increasingly
widespread and accessible practice, organizations both
small and large can take steps toward developing
strategies for implementing it. Practical Digital
Preservation: A How-to Guide for Organizations of Any
Size, published by ALA Neal-Schuman, offers clear
methods and tools that require minimal time and
resources to start the process. Author Adrian Brown
presents a comprehensive overview of best practices....
ALA Neal-Schuman, May 3

Go back to the Top

Featured review: Mystery fiction
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Woof! (1989, UK,
made for TV). Edward
Fidoe plays 10-yearold Eric Banks, who
changes into a Norfolk
Terrier whenever his
nose starts twitching.
He and his friend Roy
(Thomas Aldwickle)
first go to a school
library to try to find
the cause, but they
are booted out
because they do not
have permission. “It’s
not easy, is it,
research?” Eric muses.
Their visit to a public
library is more
successful, but
Marjorie the librarian
(Sheila Steafel) rings a
huge bell at them
when it is closing time.
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for youth

Benway, Robin. Also Known As. Feb. 2013.
Grades 7–10. 320p. Walker, hardcover (9780-8027-3390-0).
Maggie, 16, is the daughter of spies and a
spy herself, and she is particularly genius at
cracking safes. What she has never been is
an average teenager. So when her
assignment from the Collective—the first she
is doing on her own—involves attending
private school in Soho, she is all over it. Her job is to get
friendly with rich boy Jesse Oliver, whose dad may publish
findings that will blow the cover of the Collective and steal the
dossier. She doesn’t count on finding a crazy best friend,
Roux, and developing feelings for Jesse, which makes milking
him for information between kisses particularly icky. The
connection between the revealing information and the Olivers
is only a MacGuffin, but the mystery element does lead to an
exciting, energetic, running-around-NYC ending....

Top 10 crime fiction for
youth

Ilene Cooper writes: “Mystery
comes in many forms in this top 10: wartime spies (including
Code Name Verity), treasure hunting (Island of Thieves),
kidnapping (Four Secrets), and robbery (Madhattan Mystery).
There’s a wide range of choices for a wide range of mystery
lovers here.”...

Would you like a cupcake
with that red herring?

Gillian Engberg writes: “From the
delicious (chocolate) to the challenging (spinach-noodle
cupcakes) to the outright hazardous (‘so good you won’t even
miss the meat’ meat loaf), comestibles are often the clues in
this list of food-themed youth mysteries, and middle-grade
gumshoes are on the case. These nine selections are all newmillennium titles, but food has had a memorable role in the
lives of many classic kid sleuths. Who can forget Harriet the
Spy’s famous tomato sandwiches?”...

@

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
Go back to the Top

Chicago Update
What makes the Windy City great

Jason Diamond writes: “Thomas Dyja, a Chicago
native, doesn’t set out to change the view of
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Zaniness ensues when
Eric turns into a dog
and Roy must find a
way to sneak him out
of the library.

The Words (2012).
One brief scene was
filmed in the Grande
Bibliothèque in
Montreal, Quebec.
Wulf (2009, UK,
short). Librarian Amy
Glover works overtime
to get the books ready
for the opening of a
new corporate
headquarters. But
there is a rogue
werewolf prowling the
corridors.
This AL Direct feature
describes hundreds of films
(and some TV shows) in
which libraries and librarians
are featured, from 1912 to
the present. The full list is a
Web Extra associated with
The Whole Library
Handbook 5, edited by
George M. Eberhart and
published by ALA Editions.
You can browse the films on
our Libraries on Film
Pinterest board.
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contemporary Chicago with his latest book, The Third
Coast. Instead, the book charts ‘when Chicago built
the American dream’ through a detailed look at
postwar Chicago and how the Second City changed the
course of America for good. Of all the characters you
meet throughout The Third Coast (and there are so
many of them it’s hard to keep track), the Germanborn architect Ludwig Mies van der Rohe looms the largest.”...
New York Observer, May 1

Grant Park

At the end of the 19th century, plans were
laid to develop Chicago’s lakefront park and
build commercial properties there. But
Chicagoan Aaron Montgomery Ward wanted
the park to remain as open space and
brought the case to court. After nearly 20
years, he won his case in 1911. As a result, the park has remained
open, offering great views of the Michigan Avenue skyline. In 1901 it
was named Grant Park after the 18th president of the United States,
Ulysses S. Grant....
A View on Cities

The best vegetarian restaurants
in Chicago

Just because Chicago has a hackneyed,
overblown reputation as a city where
everyone eats steaks and pork chops and
pizza every day doesn’t mean it’s true. In
fact, there are a ton of great vegetarian
restaurants in Chicago, and even meat eaters can enjoy a meatless
night once in a while. Check out some of these excellent places to get
vegetarian food....
Chicagoist, May 1

Chicago’s deep-dish dynasty

Chicago is the deep-dish pizza capital of the
country, but die-hard fans often find
themselves at one place: Lou Malnati’s
Pizzeria. The Malnatis consider themselves
the First Family of deep-dish pizza. And it all
started in 1971 when Lou Malnati opened his
first pizzeria in Lincolnwood, Illinois. The
restaurant can now be found in multiple locations, the closest to
McCormick Place being the South Loop Lou Malnati’s at 805 South
State Street. Watch the video (1:30)....
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Career Leads
from

Manager, Community
Outreach and
Programs, Queens
Library, Jamaica, New
York. Coordinates
outreach to multiethnic
community
organizations and
ethnic media. Assists in
the management of
system-wide programs
and services for
immigrants including
cultural and
informational programs,
collection development
in immigrant
languages, and
online/web-based
services. Oversees New
Americans Program
(NAP) outreach
activities. Expands and
evaluates NAP
programming activities.
Supervises, trains, and
evaluates NAP program
staff. Establishes
relationships with
individuals and
community-based
organizations with
special attention to
outreach to Chinese
and Korean
communities....

AL Direct, May 8, 2013
Travel Channel; Lou Malnati’s

Restaurant Row on Randolph
Street

David Tamarkin writes: “There are hundreds of
corners begging for a restaurant in Chicago,
but to hear chefs talk about it, there’s only
one street that matters: Randolph Street. For
more than a decade, a one-mile stretch of this
street has housed a revolving selection of this
city’s most buzzed-about restaurants. Here’s what’s hot there now.”...
Condé Nast Traveler, May 1

@

More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week

Yoga for air travelers

Stephanie Rosenbloom writes: “Fliers nowadays
expect to walk off planes with stiff hips and strained
backs. Desperation for relief has made seats with
extra leg room cash cows for airlines. Even top yoga
instructors who can fold their bodies like origami say
they abhor airplane seats. So how do you emerge
from a plane without feeling like Quasimodo? I turned to one of the
best-known yoga teachers for advice.”...
New York Times, May 1

Travel advice from Airfare
Watchdog

Barbara Bogaev explains: “George Hobica
founded AirfareWatchdog.com 15 years ago to help connect travelers
on a budget with the best airline buys. Knowing your rights as an
airline consumer could save you major cash. Here’s what Hobica says
you should be aware of. Number 1: If you’re bumped from a flight,
never accept a travel voucher. You’re entitled to a cash payment on
the spot of up to $1,200 depending on the length of the delay.”...
Marketplace, May 3

How your pets help you pack

Smarter Travel asked its readers to submit
their most adorable pet-packing photos and
received more than 80 charming snapshots
of dogs and cats involved with luggage. After
vigorous debating among the editors, they
selected a winner (right) who received a
Wander Bed travel pet bed and Wander Pail
from Kurgo. Click through the slideshow to see all the entries....
Smarter Travel

Go back to the Top

Division News
Julie Walker to retire in July

AASL Executive Director Julie Walker (right) will retire
in July after 16 years with the Association. During her
tenure, Walker has been responsible for directing a
number of national programs, including the
development and implementation of two iterations of
the division’s learning standards and program
guidelines for school library programs. Walker has
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The Biblioteca Digital
Hispánica collection is
an online resource
from the National
Library of Spain in
Madrid, which provides
free access to
thousands of digitized
documents. Included
are thousands of
books, documents,
maps, and
manuscripts in the
areas of travel, Miguel
de Cervantes and Don
Quixote, 18th-century
architecture and
decoration, holidays
and celebrations,
drawings and prints by
Goya and Dürer,
advertising,
philosophy, history of
science, and
spiritualism and the
occult.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site, Check out
our Featured Digital
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also served as chair of the Alliance for Curriculum
Reform, strategic council chair for the Partnership for 21st Century
Skills (P21), and as a member of the Cable in the Classroom
Education Advisory Board....
AASL, May 3

School Library Month video
contest

AASL has announced the winners of the
“Communities Matter @ your library”
student video contest. Contestants were
urged to let loose their creativity and use
humor, drama, music, and special effects
to illustrate how the school library program fosters a sense of
community in their schools. Three winners were selected based on
scores awarded by a panel of judges. The winners are the Town
School for Boys in San Francisco (first and second place) and the
Hallowell Elementary School in Horsham, Pennsylvania (third place)....
AASL, May 1

Peter Bregman at AASL National
Conference

Author and leadership consultant Peter Bregman (right)
will headline the closing general session of AASL’s 16th
National Conference and Exhibition, November 14–17,
in Hartford, Connecticut. Bregman’s presentation,
focusing on practical tips for making the most of the
work day, will close out the conference. He is the CEO
of Bregman Partners, a global management consulting firm that
advises organizations and their leadership teams....
AASL, May 3

Everyday Advocacy website

ALSC has launched an Everyday Advocacy website.
This member-driven site is a librarian’s companion
for simple, effective ways to learn, share, and make
a difference in the community. Everyday Advocacy
will educate ALSC members about the importance
of advocacy and what roles they can take in making
it seem important and feasible. The site is meant as
a go-to resource for both day-to-day advocacy and crisis advocacy....
ALSC, May 3

Take the preservation activities survey

“A Survey of Preservation Activities in Cultural Heritage Institutions,
FY 2012” is a pilot survey coordinated by the ALCTS Preservation and
Reformatting Section. The goal of this survey is to document the state
of preservation activities in this digital era via quantitative data that
facilitates information sharing and tracking changes in the
preservation and conservation fields over time. It will remain open
through June 25....
ALCTS, May 6
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Libraries Pinterest board.

Noted and
Quoted
“When we defund a
school’s library, we
dismantle the very
capacity of the
school to conduct its
mission.
Exterminating
librarians defeats the
purpose of school
itself. When the
librarian leaves and
the library is
starved, we lose our
very access to the
sustenance of
learning and
knowledge.”
—A parent in Los Angeles
who blogs as Red Queen in
LA, “Disarticulating Public
Schools,” Apr. 16.

“Yes, libraries need
full-blown geeks,
pushing the
boundaries of what
we can do. But we
need a whole lot
more: a librarian
who has read every
dystopian novel and
can provide teens
with brilliant
recommendations;
another who spent
the weekend bingeviewing House of
Cards and knows
exactly the audience
it will appeal to.
Finally, we need the
librarian whose eyes
are trained outside
the building, looking
into the community

AL Direct, May 8, 2013

Coming to TERMS at Annual
Conference

You’ve read about it in the May issue of
American Libraries, now learn more
about TERMS directly from authors Jill
Emery and Graham Stone. On June 28
at the 2013 ALA Annual Conference,
ALCTS brings you “Techniques for
Electronic Resource Management (TERMS): Crowdsourcing for Best
Practices.” This all-day preconference introduces attendees to best
practices in TERMS. Register through the 2013 ALA Annual Conference
website....
ALCTS, May 6

LLAMA presents a night of laughs

Since 1959, Second City has established itself as a
Chicago landmark and a national treasure. Join LLAMA
for a night of improv comedy at the theatre that
launched the careers of such comic greats as Tina Fey,
Mike Myers, Stephen Colbert, John Belushi, Bill Murray,
Gilda Radner, and countless others. A portion of the
ticket price will help support future LLAMA
programming....
LLAMA, May 6

LLAMA webinar explores Myers-Briggs
types

Is there one personality type that makes the best
library leaders? The reality is that almost any
personality type can develop into an effective library
leader by understanding themselves and the people
they work with. LLAMA will present “Library Leadership
and the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator,” presented by
Jennifer A. Keach (right), on June 5. Register online....
LLAMA, May 3

ALCTS offers virtual preconferences

ALCTS is offering two virtual preconferences that will bring the
conference experience to you: “Shared Collection Development:
Collaborative Models for Digital Collections,” to be held June 10–11,
and “Loan Agreements for Exhibits Materials: The Basics,” to be held
June 18–20. Registration is open for both....
ALCTS, May 7

LITA workshops at ALA Annual

LITA is offering three full-day educational workshops on June 27–28
during the 2013 ALA Annual Conference in Chicago: “Library
Makerspaces: The Field Trip,” “Introductory Python Workshop,” and
“Library Makerspaces: Participatory Play in the Library.” Registration is
open....
LITA, May 7

Jarrett Krosoczka at the AASL Awards
Luncheon

Author, illustrator, and school library advocate Jarrett
Krosoczka (right) will speak during AASL’s annual
Awards Luncheon. The luncheon, a celebration of the
best of the best in the school library profession, will be
held July 1 during the 2013 ALA Annual Conference in
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for experts and
enthusiasts, creators
and communicators,
and making them a
part of what we
offer.”
—Contributing Editor Brian
Kenney, “So You Think You
Want to Be a Librarian?”
Publishers Weekly, May 3.

@

More quotes...

Calendar
May 19–24:

The Twelfth Annual
Book History
Workshop, Cushing
Memorial Library and
Archives, Texas A&M
University, College
Station, Texas.

May 20–24:

DrupalCon, Oregon
Convention Center,
Portland.

May 22–24:

Preservation and
Archiving Special
Interest Group,
International Meeting,
Washington Court
Hotel, Washington,
D.C.

May 29–
June 1:

BookExpo America,
Javits Center, New
York City.

June 9–11:

Special Libraries
Association, Annual
Conference, San Diego
Convention Center,
California.

June 11–14:

Centre of the Picture
Industry, Annual
Industry Congress,
World Trade Centre,
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Chicago. Krosockza is the award-winning author and
illustrator of 18 published books—10 picture books and eight graphic
novels....
AASL, May 3

New Literary Landmark: Stroud
Public Library

United for Libraries, in partnership with
Friends of Libraries in Oklahoma, designated
Stroud (Okla.) Public Library a Literary
Landmark in honor of poet Wilma Elizabeth
McDaniel (1918–2007) on April 28. Born near
Stroud, McDaniel lived in Lincoln and Creek
counties until the effects of the Great Depression and Dust Bowl led
her family to migrate to California in 1936. Her writing validates the
migrant experience....
United for Libraries, May 6

United for Libraries Gala Authors’ Tea

United for Libraries will present its Gala Author Tea,
sponsored by ReferenceUSA, on July 1 during ALA
Annual Conference in Chicago. Melanie Benjamin, Mark
Billingham, Jeffrey Deaver, Wally Lamb (right), and
Jojo Moyes will discuss their writings and forthcoming
books. Enjoy tea, finger sandwiches, and a variety of
sweet treats. A book signing will follow, with some
books given away free....
United for Libraries, May 3

Chris Shoemaker elected YALSA
president

Chris Shoemaker, who will become director of the
Westchester (N.Y.) Library System’s Rye Free Reading
Room as of June 1, has been elected YALSA president
for 2014–2015. Shoemaker is a member of the YALSA
board and has served on numerous committees....
YALSA, May 7

Larry Neal elected PLA president

Larry Neal, director of the Clinton-Macomb (Mich.)
Public Library, has been elected the 2014–2015 PLA
president. Neal is passionate about cultivating and
championing the next generation of library
professionals and has been actively involved with ALA’s
Emerging Leaders program, the PLA Spectrum
Scholarships, and the Michigan Library Association’s
“Tomorrow’s Professionals” programs, and has served
on the PLA board and numerous PLA committees....
PLA, May 7

Ellen Riordan elected ALSC president
Ellen Riordan, chief of planning, programs, and
partnerships at the Enoch Pratt Free Library in
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Barcelona, Spain.

June 13–14:

North American
Symposium on
Knowledge
Organization,
Continuing Education
Center, University of
Wisconsin–Milwaukee.

June 13–15:

Association of
Canadian Archivists,
Annual Conference,
Delta Winnipeg Hotel,
Winnipeg, Manitoba,
Canada. “Community
as Archives, Archives
as Community.”

June 19–21:

Science Boot Camp
for Librarians
(West), University of
Colorado, Boulder.

June 23–26:

ACRL Rare Books and
Manuscripts Section,
Preconference, Marriott
Minneapolis. “O Rare!
Performance in Special
Collections.”

June 27–
July 2:

American Library
Association, Annual
Conference, McCormick
Place, Chicago.

July 24–25:

ALA Virtual
Conference. “Mapping
Transformation:
Experimentation and
Innovation.”

Aug. 1–2:

Mississippi State
University Libraries
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Baltimore, has been elected ALSC president for 2014–
2015. Riordan has served on the ALSC Board of
Directors (2009–2012), on ALA Council as a Councilor
at Large (2006–2009), and on numerous ALSC
committees. She is also active in Baltimore’s education
community....

eResource and
Emerging
Technologies
Summit, Mitchell
Memorial Library,
Mississippi State
University, Starkville.

Christine Lind Hage elected United for
Libraries president

Aug. 2–5:

ALSC, May 6

Christine Lind Hage (right), director of the Rochester
Hills (Mich.) Public Library, has been elected United for
Libraries president for 2014–2015. Hage has served as
an ALA councilor and was a board member of the
Association for Library Trustees and Advocates, the
precursor to United for Libraries. She is also the
author of The Public Library Start-Up Guide (ALA Editions, 2004)....
United for Libraries, May 6

RUSA seeks volunteer support specialists

RUSA is seeking two volunteers to fill the role of Adobe Connect
support specialist to support the adoption of Adobe Connect as our
platform for online learning and online committee meetings. Because
the time commitment for this position exceeds that of most
committee appointments and is critical to the functioning of many
committees and online learning opportunities, RUSA will provide a
$1,000 stipend to cover conference travel and expenses. Apply by
May 15....
RUSA Blog, Apr. 20

Spatial literacy and online mapping

Registration ends May 9 for the next offering of “Introduction to
Spatial Literacy and Online Mapping,” an online course, May 13–June
2, that teaches public and academic librarians how to use GIS and
mapping tools to benefit their libraries....

RUSA

“Ports in a Storm” preconference

On June 28, ASCLA will host a workshop that takes a completely new
approach to disaster planning. It will focus on how your library can
serve as an ad hoc disaster response center, providing information,
services, and respite to those in need after any type of disaster.
“Ports in a Storm: Your Library as a Disaster Recovery Center” will
discuss the roles libraries and information professionals can play in
supporting future disaster preparedness and response and recovery
efforts....
ASCLA Blog, Apr. 23

Get consortial at Annual Conference

If you are interested in sharing an update on your library consortium
at the 2013 ALA Annual Conference—whether it is a new direction, a
new service, or a new approach to providing services—contact Sheryl
Knab, chair of the ASCLA Consortium Management Interest Group.
The group meets on June 30 in the Hilton Chicago hotel....
ASCLA Blog, Apr. 30

Collaborative digitization presentations
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Society of Children’s
Book Writers and
Illustrators, Summer
Conference, Hyatt
Regency Century Plaza,
Los Angeles.

Aug. 6–10:

PLA Results Boot
Camp, Nashville
(Tenn.) Public Library.
“Results Are What
Matters.”

Aug. 7–11:

National Conference
of African American
Librarians, Northern
Kentucky Convention
Center, Covington.
“Culture Keepers VIII.”
Early bird registration
has been extended to
July 8.

Aug. 11–17:

Society of American
Archivists, Annual
Meeting, Hilton New
Orleans Riverside.

Aug. 29–
Sept. 8:

16th Rio Book Fair,
Riocentro Exhibition
and Convention
Center, Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil.

Sept. 11–13:

Northwest
Interlibrary Loan
and Resource
Sharing Conference,
Portland Community
College, Sylvania
Campus, Portland,
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The ASCLA Interlibrary Cooperation and Networking Collaborative
Digitization Interest Group is soliciting proposals for presentations at
its meeting at the ALA Annual Conference in Chicago on June 29.
Presentation topics should be of interest to librarians, archivists,
curators, and developers working across a diverse array of
institutions. Contact Rhonda Marker by May 17....
ASCLA Blog, Apr. 30

Go back to the Top

Awards & Grants
ALA congratulates 2013 IMLS National Medal
winners

“We applaud the winners of the 2013 National Medal for Museum and
Library Service,” said Maureen Sullivan, president of the American
Library Association. “These institutions have made exceptional
contributions to their communities. We applaud them for their
accomplishments and we thank them for their service.” Five libraries
are among the recipients receiving the medal at a ceremony at the
White House on May 8....
ALA Washington Office, May 7; Institute of Museum and Library Services, May 8

2013 Public Service Award

Rod Wagner, director of the Nebraska Library
Commission, presented United for Libraries’ 2013 Public
Service Award to Rep. Jeff Fortenberry (R-Nebr., right)
during National Library Legislative Day activities in
Washington, D.C., on May 7. Fortenberry was the first
Congressman willing to speak up about the importance
of the issue of compelling libraries to test for lead in all
children’s books. He recognized that a legislative fix
that dealt reasonably with the issue was needed....
United for Libraries, May 1

Illinois leader receives ALA national
award

Library advocate Mary Ann Bretzlauf (right), of Gurnee,
Illinois, was recognized May 7 with the 2013 White
House Conference on Library and Information Services
Taskforce Award for her commitment to supporting
libraries. Bretzlauf received the award during the 39th
Annual National Library Legislative Day in Washington,
D.C. A strong and tireless advocate for libraries,
Bretzlauf has served as the vice president of the
Warren-Newport (Ill.) Public Library’s Board of Trustees for the past
two years....
Office of Government Relations, May 7

2013 AASL Intellectual Freedom Award

Rosalind Dennis (right), director of educational media
and instructional materials for the DeKalb County (Ga.)
School District, is the 2013 recipient of the AASL
Intellectual Freedom Award. Sponsored by ProQuest,
the award is given for upholding the principles of
intellectual freedom as set forth by AASL and ALA. The
recipient is awarded $2,000, and $1,000 is awarded to
the school library program of the recipient’s choice. Dennis creates,
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Oregon.

Sept. 23–24:

Great Lakes ESummit, Maumee Bay
State Park Lodge and
Conference Center,
Oregon, Ohio.

Oct. 18–19:

American Printing
History Association,
Annual Conference,
Grolier Club, New York,
New York. “Seeing
Color/Printing Color.”

Oct. 20–26:

National Friends of
Libraries Week.

Nov. 7–10:

Library and
Information
Technology
Association, Forum,
Hyatt Regency
Louisville, Kentucky.

Nov. 14–17:

American Association
of School Librarians,
National Conference,
Connecticut Convention
Center, Hartford.

@
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Editor:
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develops, and implements policy and procedures for challenged
materials throughout her district....
AASL, May 3

Tillett wins 2013 Kilgour Award

Barbara Tillett (right), chair of the Joint Steering
Committee for the Development of RDA, is the 2013
winner of the Frederick G. Kilgour Award for Research
in Library and Information Technology. Cosponsored by
LITA and OCLC, the award honors research relevant to
the development of information technologies, especially
work that shows promise of having a positive and
substantive impact on any aspect of the publication,
storage, retrieval, and dissemination of information, or the processes
by which it is manipulated and managed....

Beverly Goldberg,
Senior Editor:
bgoldberg@ala.org

Phil Morehart,
Associate Editor:
pmorehart@ala.org

LITA, May 7

2013 ABC-CLIO Leadership Grant

The North Carolina School Library Media Association is
the recipient of the 2013 ABC-CLIO Leadership Grant
administered by AASL. The grant of $1,750 is given to
school library associations that are AASL affiliates for
planning and implementing leadership programs at the
state, regional, or local levels. Through the grant,
NCSLMA will implement an Emerging Leaders
program....
AASL, May 3

2013 RUSA/BRASS Emerald Research Grant

Jennifer Boettcher, business librarian at Georgetown University, is the
2013 recipient of the RUSA Business and Reference Services Section’s
Emerald Research Grant. The grant provides $5,000 to support
research in the field of business librarianship. Boettcher will create a
web-based finding aid that will help both business librarians and
patrons who do not regularly track business information sources use
core business titles that have been discounted, sold, or recreated into
new formats....
RUSA, May 6

Mariam Pera,
Associate Editor:
mpera@ala.org

Sanhita SinhaRoy,
Managing Editor,
American Libraries:
ssinharoy@ala.org

Laurie D. Borman,
Editor and Publisher,
American Libraries:
lborman@ala.org
To advertise in American
Libraries Direct, contact:

CCC travel stipend to ALA Annual Conference

The Copyright Clearance Center will offer four academic librarians a
travel stipend of $1,500 to attend ALA Annual Conference in Chicago.
To apply for the program, librarians must submit an essay of up to
300 words in answer to a short question. The application deadline is
May 20....

Doug Lewis:
dglewis@ala.org

Copyright Clearance Center, May 7

Profile in Courage Award

Caroline Kennedy bestowed on former Arizona
congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords (on the left)
the 2013 Profile in Courage Award in a small
ceremony on May 5 at the John F. Kennedy
Presidential Library and Museum in Boston.
The award is given annually to someone who
demonstrates the kind of courage that
President Kennedy highlighted in his book Profiles in Courage. Giffords
was cited for the political, personal, and physical courage she has
demonstrated in her fearless advocacy for policy reforms aimed at
reducing gun violence....
New York Times, May 5; John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum
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2013 IFLA International Marketing
Awards (PDF file)

The IFLA Section on Management and
Marketing has announced the three winners of
its International Marketing Awards. First place
went to the University of Tartu Library in Estonia for its “Talking
Textbooks” project to serve visually impaired students. Second place
was taken by the Saskatoon (Sask.) Public Library for its rebranding
campaign (right). And third place was awarded to the Khakas
Republican Children’s Library in Russia for its student video project....
International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions, May 6

2013 Arthur C. Clarke Award

Dark Eden (Corvus), the story of an alien planet where
the incestuous offspring of two stranded astronauts
struggle to survive, has won the UK’s top science
fiction prize, the Arthur C. Clarke Award. Chris
Beckett’s novel is set on the planet Eden, a faraway
world with no natural light source where 532
descendants are waiting for the return of the fabled
“Landing Veekle” to take them back to Earth. The
award was presented at the Royal Society in London on
May 1....
The Guardian (UK), May 1

2013 Edgar Allan Poe Awards

The Mystery Writers of America announced the winners
of the 2013 Edgar Allan Poe Awards, honoring the best
in mystery fiction, nonfiction, and television published
or produced in 2012. The Edgar Awards were
presented to the winners at its 67th Gala Banquet on
May 2 in New York City. The Best Novel award went to
Live by Night by Dennis Lehane (HarperCollins), who in
his acceptance speech thanked all the librarians who
offered “a light in the darkness for the kids from the wrong side of
the tracks.”...
Do Some Damage, May 3; Shelf Awareness, May 3

Go back to the Top

Libraries in the News
NYPL unveils designs for new
53rd Street branch

The New York Public Library’s newest
branch is going to sparkle like fine
crystal. On the former site of the Donnell
Library branch, sold in 2008 to Orient
Express Hotels, the 20 West 53rd Street
center will be an airy, vibrant structure
with multiple public spaces, modern computer labs, a multimedia
collection, and walls of books. Library officials on May 6 unveiled new
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renderings of the three-story facility designed by Enrique Norten’s
TEN Arquitectos. The space, which will occupy the bottom three floors
of a ritzy new condo-hotel, is slated to open in 2015....
New York Daily News, May 7; New York Public Library, May 7

LC takes a hit on budget sequestration

Jennifer Steinhauer writes: “Just as military contractors and other
federal workers are coping with the grim results of a partisan impasse
over the federal deficit, the Library of Congress—whose services
range from copyrighting written works to the collection, preservation,
and digitization of millions of books and other materials—faces deep
cuts that threaten its historic mission. As with all across-the-board
cuts made under sequestration, the fear is that it will take the library
years to dig itself out.”...
New York Times, May 3

Digitized items from Hemingway’s
Cuba home go to JFK Library

Thousands more of writer Ernest Hemingway’s
personal papers from his collection in Cuba will
be added to a special archive at the John F.
Kennedy Library in Boston for preservation and
viewing. US Representative Jim McGovern (DMass.) and the Finca Vigia Foundation announced May 6 that 2,000 of
the Nobel Prize–winning author’s materials from his house in Cuba
have been digitized. Some of these items include passports showing
Hemingway’s travels and letters that track the creative process behind
the author’s revered novella, The Old Man and the Sea....
CBC News, May 6

Youth services librarian wins $1
million in potato chip contest

Karen Weber-Mendham (right), youth services
librarian at Land O’ Lakes (Wis.) Public Library,
has won the Frito-Lay “Do Us a Flavor” contest
with her entry of cheesy garlic bread–flavored
potato chips. And that means she wins $1
million, or 1% of her flavor’s net sales this year,
whichever is higher. She plans to spend the cash
on “braces and college” for her three children. Weber-Mendham
entered the contest to pick a new potato chip flavor in 2012 at the
urging of her 13-year-old son....
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, May 7

Ogden student activist wants to avoid librarian
terminations

Like many who learned about the Ogden (Utah) School District’s
decision to get rid of its 20 licensed teacher-librarians, Emery Young
was upset. But unlike most, the Mount Ogden Junior High 8th-grader
decided to do something about it. Young considered an after-school
protest, but then agreed to a meeting with Ogden School District
Superintendent Brad Smith. Young said she left the meeting feeling
upbeat....
Ogden (Utah) Standard-Examiner, May 2

Detroit fights to preserve its
reputation

Bankole Thompson writes: “Libraries are
places where knowledge is built in grooming
a community of learners. That is why news
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of the Detroit Public Library (right)
embroiled in allegations of financial
mismanagement shocked most in the community because, given its
nature, it is the last place to expect scandals that are routine in
government bureaucratic structures where pay to play is often the
order of the day. The challenge now is about revenue and how the
library continues to provide services that are beyond the wrongdoing
that has been reported.”...
Detroit Michigan Chronicle, May 1

Georgia State University Library
gets NEH grant

Georgia State University Library has received a
$210,000 grant from the National Endowment
for the Humanities for “Planning Atlanta: A
New City in the Making, 1930s–1990s,”
submitted by librarian Joe Hurley and history professor Kate Wilson.
Funding will allow the library to digitize and georeference a collection
of 1,550 rare and historically significant City of Atlanta and Atlanta
Regional Commission city planning maps. GSU’s map digitization
facility in the Petit Science Center has a Visualization Wall that will
also display the maps. Watch the video (3:04)....
Georgia State University Library Blog, May 2

Go back to the Top

Issues
Workforce Investments through Local Libraries Act
introduced

US Sen. Jack Reed (D-R.I.) introduced the Workforce Investments
through Local Libraries (WILL) Act on May 7, which would amend the
Workforce Investment Act of 1998 by integrating public libraries into
state and local workforce investment boards. Cosponsored by Sen.
Thad Cochran (R-Miss.), the WILL Act would authorize new pilot
projects to establish employment resources in public libraries. ALA
President Maureen Sullivan thanked the bill’s sponsors for recognizing
libraries’ roles in helping people achieve “success in the workplace.”...
Office of Government Relations, May 7

Closed data: Excuses, excuses

Carly Strasser writes: “If you are a fan of data sharing, open data,
open science, and generally openness in research, you’ve heard them
all: excuses for keeping data out of the public domain. If you are not
a fan of openness, you should be. For both groups (the fans and the
haters), I’ve decided to construct a Frankenstein monster blog post
composed of other people’s suggestions for how to deal with the
excuses.”...
California Digital Library: Data Pub, Apr. 24

Five places to look for your digital
footprint

Elizabeth Palermo writes: “Recently, many iPhone
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and iPad users were incensed to learn that Siri—
the personal digital assistant for iOS devices—has
an eerily long memory. Siri sends all your queries
directly to the Apple company’s servers, where it is kept for two years
before being deleted. Shrinking your digital footprint requires
diligence, but if you'd like to get started then it helps to know which
companies are hoarding your data and how long they intend to hold
onto it.”...
Mashable, May 2

Some librarians take aim at Pew study

Hiten Samtani writes: “A recent national report from the Pew
Research Center that stated that most parents consider libraries
important for their children has attracted some criticism from the
library community. Critics such as Jeri Hurd, high school library media
specialist at the Western Academy of Beijing, and Buffy Hamilton,
learning strategist at the Cleveland Public Library, say that the sample
is skewed toward parents who are white, relatively young, and welleducated, and so do not represent the general population. But Pew’s
Lee Rainie says the report’s methodology is sound.”...
School Library Journal: The Digital Shift, May 7

Go back to the Top

Tech Talk
What Photoshop’s move to the cloud means for you
Adam Dachis writes: “Adobe Photoshop, along with all other Creative
Suite applications, just made a move to the cloud. Adobe decided to
discontinue software you can actually buy so they can force you to
rent the applications for a monthly fee. This change comes with a
number of problems but also some advantages. Here’s what the
change means for you.”...
Lifehacker, May 6–7

Microsoft says its boxed software will go

Ian Paul writes: “Microsoft is betting that, over the next 10 years,
most people will voluntarily pay for subscriptions instead of
purchasing boxed software. For now, however, Microsoft says it will
continue to offer packaged Office suites in addition to Office 365
Home Premium subscriptions. Microsoft’s comments were inspired by
Adobe’s announcement that it was moving to subscriptions.”...
PC World, May 8

PC cleaning apps are a scam

Chris Hoffman writes: “PC cleaning apps are
digital snake oil. The web is full of ads for
applications that want to ‘clean your PC’ and ‘make it feel like new.’
Don’t pull out your credit card; these apps are terrible and you don’t
need them. Windows includes built-in PC cleaning tools that can do
almost all of what the average PC cleaning app will do for you. So
what do these apps do? To investigate, we ran MyCleanPC. Don’t try
this at home; we installed this bad software so you don’t have to.”...
How-To Geek, May 8

How to run Windows on a Mac
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Michael Muchmore, Edward Mendelson, and Samara Lynn write:
“There are times when you just can’t get around the need to run
Windows, even after you’ve made the Mac switch. Maybe the
company you work for has some essential Windows-only business
applications. Whatever your reason for needing to run Windows, you
don’t need to spring for another PC. You can run Microsoft’ s
operating system right on your Macbook, Macbook Air, or iMac.”...
PC Magazine, May 7

Where do old cellphones go to die?

Leyla Acaroglu writes: “Americans replace their cellphones every 22
months, junking some 150 million old phones in 2010 alone. Ever
wondered what happens to all these old phones? The growing toxic
nightmare that is e-waste poses health problems in the US where, for
several years, the Federal Bureau of Prisons has kept inmates busy
processing e-waste. In the absence of government regulation or
industry initiative, consumers could play a role in determining what
happens to products that have outlived their usefulness.”...
New York Times Sunday Review, May 4; Environment News Service, Oct. 22, 2010

San Antonio schools use Dell
tablets

The San Antonio (Tex.) Independent School
District has deployed Dell Latitude 10 tablets running Microsoft
Windows 8 across 33 of its 90 campus libraries in the first phase of a
literacy initiative. Students will explore learning outside the classroom
and connect to Big Universe, an integrated literacy platform. The
district is now able to offer the 22,000 students on those campuses a
multitouch, dynamic learning experience that motivates them to
increase their reading time and experience....
Dell, May 7

QR codes explained

Chris Hoffman writes: “QR codes are plastered
on advertisements, billboards, business
windows, and products. They appear to be very
popular among marketers, although it’s rare to see anyone actually
scanning one. A typical QR code may contain a URL. Scan the QR
code with a mobile phone and you’ll be taken to the website the QR
code specifies. However, let’s be honest: They haven’t taken the world
by storm like advertisers and marketers would have liked them to.”...
How-To Geek, May 6

Go back to the Top

E-Content
DCL ebook report for May

Christopher Harris writes: “The May ebook
price report (PDF file) from Douglas County
(Colo.) Libraries draws upon the USA Today
25 bestsellers list, which includes a nice mix
of fiction, nonfiction, and children’s titles.
With the debut of a new film version of The
Great Gatsby, the novel makes a strong showing on the USA Today
list. This one title does a great job of illustrating some of the issues in
the library market right now.”...
AL: E-Content, May 7; USA Today, May 2
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OverDrive-Sourcebooks pilot program

Michael Kelley writes: “OverDrive and Sourcebooks are
launching an ambitious pilot program to demonstrate
the impact library ebook lending has on book sales
and author recognition. OverDrive sent a letter May 3
to some 35,000 librarians worldwide and invited them
to join a program that runs May 15–June 1 and allows
them to feature on their OverDrive home page, at no
cost, a single title from Sourcebooks. The book, The
Four Corners of the Sky by Michael Malone, will be
accessible simultaneously to all participating libraries’ patrons during
the ‘Big Library Read’ program.”...
Library Journal, May 3

Ebook platforms for libraries

Months in the making, ALA’s Library Technology
Report (volume 49, issue 3) on “Ebook Platforms for
Libraries” is finally out. Author Mirela Roncevic writes:
“Librarians, I hope you find the comparative tables
useful and the vast landscape of ebooks a bit less
daunting after having read this report. Library
vendors, I hope you benefit from the insight into how
your products compare to others and how you can
continue to improve their functionalities and business models.”...
No Shelf Required, May 3

Hachette Book Group: A good
deal?

Christopher Harris writes: “After a two-year
pilot phase, Hachette Book Group is expanding its ebook offerings to
include its full catalog and a variety of ebook services including
OverDrive, 3M, and Baker & Taylor. As ALA noted, having access to
more front-list books is good for libraries and patrons in general. But
are the specific terms of this deal good for libraries?”...
AL: E-Content, May 1, 6

Provincetown Public Press

Erinn Batykefer writes: “This week, we
chatted with Matt Clark, director of
marketing and program development at
Provincetown (Mass.) Public Library about
their groundbreaking new digital press. Clark
says: ‘A digital press serves three purposes:
It allows us to give voice to our artistic community, it reflects the
future of the publishing industry, and it allows for an infinite number
of copies to be generated and sold.’”...
Library As Incubator Project, May 3
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Books & Reading
Forthcoming titles in science and
technology

As with others in Choice’s popular “forthcoming” series,
this selected list of science and technology titles is
designed to provide information about new or soon-tobe-released publications that support academic
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curricula and library collections, particularly at the
undergraduate level. The feature highlights forthcoming
titles scheduled for publication from May 2013 through
mid-2014....
Choice, May

How graphic novels became the hottest
section in the library

Heidi MacDonald writes: “According to old
stereotypes, it shouldn’t work—serious librarians
should want nothing to do with the raucous, pulp
world of comics—and for a long time it didn’t work.
But over the past decade, the graphic novel genre
has become one of the fastest-growing in libraries of
all kinds, as a new generation of librarians adopts the
category as a means to energize collections and boost circulation and
patronage.”...
Publishers Weekly, May 3

Romance in YA: Take it or leave it

Allison Tran writes: “I find myself agreeing with
Elizabeth Vail, who says she views ‘the YA romantic
subplot as the pit in the center of the narrative peach
—an awkwardly placed and inevitable annoyance to be
endured and avoided.’ She has a point. Not every
romance is a great one, and not every book needs it.
So here are some YA titles with some solidly good
romance, and some other excellent YA books with little
or no romance.”...
YALSA The Hub, May 3; The Huffington Post, Apr. 24

Spooky, scary crossover books

Andrea Lipinski writes: “One of the most common
questions we get from our young readers is ‘Where are
your scary books?’ Often, scary books for children and
teens are mixed in with the general fiction section. Here
is a list of 25 great crossover books (for older children
and younger teens) about lots of scary subjects. Sure,
there will be plenty of vampires, ghosts, and even
zombies. But there will also be nightmares, mysterious
phone calls, dark whispers, and other things that will give you
goosebumps.”...
New York Public Library Blogs, May 2

It’s not what you think: Mexican
Americans in YA

Hannah Gómez writes: “Considering the misconception
that Cinco de Mayo is a major Mexican holiday, I
wanted to create a booklist that might help to address
other misconceptions about Mexican Americans, as well
as help you bulk up the diversity in your collection or
personal reading. This list aims to highlight books that
are not about the usual story—emigrating from one
country to another, working as migrant laborers, or dealing with
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racism—but instead aim to show how Mexican-American teens are,
you know, teens.”...
YALSA The Hub, May 5

Go back to the Top

Tips & Ideas
OCLC reaches 2 billion holdings
with an ebook

OCLC’s WorldCat has reached another
major milestone with the addition of its 2
billionth holding. On May 4 at 2:58 a.m.
Mountain time, the holding symbol for the University of Alberta
Libraries, in Edmonton, was set through an automated process to the
WorldCat record for the ebook, Evaluation of the City of Lakes Family
Health Team Patient Portal Pilot Project: Final Report, published in
2012 by the Centre for Rural and Northern Health Research. It was
the 2 billionth holding set in WorldCat....
OCLC, May 7

First Navajo Nation poet laureate named

On April 24, President Elmer Guy of Navajo Technical
College in New Mexico announced the appointment of
Luci Tapahonso (right) as the Navajo Nation’s first poet
laureate. Saánii Dahataal (1993) and Blue Horses Rush
In (1997) are two of her better-known collections. She
will assume her role for the two-year position at the
college’s commencement ceremonies on May 17....
Indian Country Today Media Network, Apr. 30

How to locate international
publications

Tina Baich writes: “Though WorldCat contains
library holdings from around the world, it isn’t always the answer
when trying to locate publications outside the United States. The
resources described in this article can help librarians verify citations
and locate physical holdings and open access copies of international
publications. Access to each is free of charge.”...
College and Research Libraries News 74, no. 5 (May): 243–248

The world’s legal heritage

Nathan Dorn writes: “A walk through the
stacks of the Law Library of Congress will
give you a vivid sense, if you had ever
wondered, of what more than 2 million
books looks like. What are we up to? The
library now collects legal literature from
every jurisdiction on earth, current and
historical (over 240 at last count). You might find yourself asking:
Why does a national law library for the United States of America
strive to become a universal collection of legal literature from all
times, nations, and jurisdictions?”...
In Custodia Legis: Law Librarians of Congress, May 7

Pennsylvania Libraries: Research and Practice

The College and Research Division of the Pennsylvania Library
Association has launched a scholarly, open access journal to share
information about the research and practices taking place in
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Pennsylvania’s academic libraries. Pennsylvania Libraries: Research
and Practice is freely available online. The first issue includes
contributions from Barbara Fister, Russell A. Hall, and George J.
Aulisio....
Pennsylvania Library Association

MOOC controversy

Professors in the philosophy department at San José State University
wrote an open letter April 29 to make a direct appeal to Michael
Sandel, a Harvard government professor whose MOOC on Justice they
were encouraged to use as part of their curriculum. It suggested that
professors who develop MOOCs are complicit in how public universities
might be forced to use them. Sandel responded with a statement that
said he had not intended to “undermine faculty colleagues at other
institutions” and that his Justice course was merely an “experiment in
open global access to the classroom.”...
Chronicle of Higher Education, May 2

Library Wars: New Japanese
film

Richard Eisenbeis writes: “Library Wars,
a new live-action movie based on the
anime and novel series of the same
name, was released in theaters across
Japan on April 27. It is everything from a
war story to a light-hearted romantic comedy. But at its core, it
remains an excellent social commentary on the dangers of
censorship, while still giving the viewer an engaging story.”...
Kotaku, May 7

Becoming a writer-librarian

Emily Ford writes: “I always wanted to be a writer, to be a
manipulator of words and to caress them into meaning. When I had
the opportunity to write in my professional life and work with In the
Library with the Lead Pipe, there was no decision to be made. In this
article, I’ll investigate writing in LIS, reflect on my experiences with
writing in the field, and attempt to define what it is to be a writerly
librarian and how to become one.”...
In the Library with the Lead Pipe, May 8

Mother’s Day @ your library

The question of what to do or what gift to give on
Mother’s Day can often be a bit perplexing for children
and teens who might not have a lot of money to spend.
Enter the library with fun and creative ideas for not
only what to give, but how to spend quality time with
mom. For example, Watsonville (Calif.) Public Library is
hosting Mother’s Day Crafts @ your library for tweens
and teens. Using old and discarded books, tweens and
teens will have the opportunity to create a bouquet of paper
flowers....
Campaign for America’s Libraries, May 7

Digits for the masses

Matt Church writes: “Numbers and
statistics are powerful things. They can
be used to tell any number of stories.
Some people see numbers and they
gobble them up. Other people don’t have
such strong affection toward statistics.
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That’s why library statistics for public
consumption need to be accessible and understandable. The Traverse
Area (Mich.) District Library’s remarkably comprehensive statistics
page has set the bar high for telling the library’s story through
numbers.”...
Library Lost & Found, May 3

Report: Teacher salary growth
slows (PDF file)

A new report (PDF file) from the National
Council on Teacher Quality finds that
although teachers continued to get raises
following the recession, there was a
noticeable slow-down in teacher salary growth on par with that of
comparable professions. Post-recession raises have been one-third to
one-half of what they were at the beginning of the recession. In 80%
of the districts sampled (33 out of 41), teachers had a total pay
freeze or pay cut in at least one of the last four school years....
National Council on Teacher Quality, May 7

11 ways to cultivate a strong Twitter following

Ellyssa Kroski writes: “Are you new to Twitter or do you want to build
a substantial following on this popular social network? Here are 11
tips that I’ve found helpful. Number 1: Follow the most followed
people in your genre, niche, or area of specialization. This will keep
you in the loop of all the breaking news and opinions that are in your
field.”...
iLibrarian, May 2

Postcards and therapy dogs: Destressing finals

Joe Hardenbrook writes: “It’s that time of
year: final exams. To help de-stress
students at the University of Wisconsin,
Green Bay, we usually plan some activities
to help them relax and have a little fun too.
This spring, we are giving students postcards (above) to send back
home to assure mom and dad that they are studying for final exams.
And for the fall final exams in December, we bring in therapy dogs,
one of our most talked-about events.”...
Mr. Library Dude, May 2

55 years old with a 33-year library career

Kathy Parsons writes: “After reading the July 2012 Will’s World
column ‘Your Mileage May Vary’ in American Libraries, I found myself
pondering library fatigue, retirement, and the value of my career. Was
the librarian he described me? Did I need to retire? I moderated a
roundtable discussion at ACRL 2013 in Indianapolis about issues
facing long-term career librarians, and two themes became
evident.”...
ACRLog, May 6; AL: Will’s World, July 31, 2012

LC fills in the gaps for
recorded sounds

Patrick Loughney, executive director of
the Library of Congress National Audio
Video Conservation Center, said there
was a need to establish more recorded
sound archives. “The Library of Congress
holds the national collections of movies,
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films, television, and radio,” he explains in this video (1:40). “This
facility ensures that they are properly stored and preserved and made
available for research.”...
PBS News Hour, May 3

Five theses on the future of special collections

(PDF file)

John Overholt writes: “I was pleased be asked by Shannon Supple
and Nina Schneider, cochairs of the 2012 RBMS preconference, to
reflect on the themes of the conference in these pages. The
presentations were engrossing and provocative, and I hope here to
offer some equally provocative thoughts in response as my
contribution to the ongoing discussion about the peril and promise—
mostly, I firmly believe, the latter—that the future holds for our
profession.” Thesis number 1: “The future of special collections is
distribution.”...

RBM: A Journal of Rare Books, Manuscripts, and Cultural Heritage 14, no. 1 (2013): 15–
20

The fantastical creatures of the
Rutland Psalter

Sarah J. Biggs writes: “The Rutland Psalter
(Add MS 62925) is a relatively recent addition
to our collections; the manuscript was
purchased by the British Library in 1983 from
the estate of the ninth Duke of Rutland, whose family had owned the
manuscript since at least 1825. The Psalter was produced around
1260 in England, possibly in London, although it is unclear who the
original patron was. But its true claim to fame is its marginalia. A
staggering variety of creatures populate the margins and borders of
virtually every folio.”...
British Library: Medieval Manuscripts Blog, May 3

A hidden medieval archive
surfaces

Erik Kwakkel writes: “A remarkable
discovery was made in the Book History
class I am coteaching with Paul Hoftijzer
for the Book and Digital Media Studies program at Leiden University
in the Netherlands. It concerns 132 notes, letters, and receipts from
an unidentified court in the Rhine region, jotted on little slips of
paper. They were hidden inside the binding of a book printed in 1577,
which is part of the Bibliotheca Thysiana, a 17th-century library in
Leiden. Such small written objects rarely survive from medieval
society.”...
medievalfragments, May 3

Libraries during the Spanish
Civil War (in Spanish)

This documentary (36:47) tells the story of
Spanish libraries and librarians during the
Civil War (1936–1939), including Juan
Vicéns, who traveled around the country to
create libraries that supported the proRepublican, labor, and anarchist causes;
and Tomás Navarro Tomás, acting director of the National Library of
Spain, who saved thousands of books from destruction during aerial
bombing by Nationalist and German forces. (English-translated
captions are available for non-Spanish speakers)....
YouTube, June 18, 2009
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ASERL’s Guide to Southern
Barbecue (PDF file)

The Association of Southeastern Research
Libraries, representing libraries at 40 research
institutions across 11 states, has officially
launched its own online Guide to Southern
Barbecue, a listing of recommended barbecue
joints near ASERL campuses across the
Southeast. The guide is published as a freely available, open-access
guide to good eating in the region. ASERL convened a crack team of
research library professionals—each a BBQ aficionado—to define
criteria and design the user interface....
Association of Southeastern Research Libraries, May 1

Westport’s Mini Maker Faire

Connecticut’s second Mini Maker Faire was
held at the Westport Public Library on April
27. More than 3,500 people came from all
over the region to see dozens of inventors,
hobbyists, and students showcase their
creations. Congressman Jim Himes (CTDistrict 4) spoke about the economic importance of making things in
America. The video (3:41) shows some of the highlights....
Westport (Conn.) Public Library; YouTube, Apr. 30

Go back to the Top

Sign up to receive AL Direct every Wednesday here.
American Libraries Magazine, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago, IL 60611

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2013/may/050813-2.htm[7/17/2014 8:54:27 AM]

AL Direct, May 15, 2013

Contents

American Libraries Online | ALA News | Booklist Online
Chicago Update | Division News | Awards & Grants | Libraries in the News
Issues | Tech Talk | E-Content | Books & Reading | Tips & Ideas
Libraries on Film | Digital Library of the Week | Calendar
The e-newsletter of the American Library Association | May 15, 2013

American Libraries Online
Greetings from America’s
National Park libraries

Maryann Hight writes: “Ken Burns called
the National Parks ‘America’s Best Idea,’
but the libraries in these parks may be one
of America’s best-kept secrets. As part of
the NPS, the National Park libraries serve
as both government and public libraries, house special collections, and
in many cases double as museum libraries. The librarians, curators,
and rangers who oversee them offer a way for visitors to connect with
a place, an event, or local history that is unique. Here are a few for
you to consider on your next national park visit.” (Read the entire
May issue of American Libraries online.)...
American Libraries feature

A year in the life of
Librotraficante

Phil Morehart writes: “Librotraficante has
had a rollercoaster year. Led by Houstonbased author and activist Tony Diaz, the
organization (whose name means “book
smuggler” in Spanish) formed in 2012 in
response to Arizona House Bill 2281 (PDF file), signed into law in
2010, which outlaws teaching courses in Arizona public schools that
promote the overthrow of the US government, foster racial and classbased resentment, favor one ethnic group over another, or advocate
ethnic solidarity.” A similar effort in Texas (HB 1938 and its Senate
counterpart SB1128) is now indefinitely stalled, thanks to the
Librotraficantes....
American Libraries feature; Blogging Censorship, May 13

C2E2 goes crazy for American
Libraries

American Libraries visited C2E2, the Chicago
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Chicago, June 27–July 2.
The Conference
Scheduler is open. Use it
to choose the programs
and events that will
inspire you, to get your
personalized plan
underway, and to help
you keep track. (The
mobile app is coming
soon—we’ll let you know.)
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Comic and Entertainment Expo, on April 26–28,
and found spacemen, superheroes, film and TV
actors, comic book artists, authors, and library
advocates who love American Libraries. Visit the
full slideshow....
AL Focus, May 9

Defining “transformation”: Executive
Director’s Message

ALA Executive Director Keith Michael Fiels writes:
“Libraries of all types are currently undergoing changes
that most agree are transformative in nature. But what
do we mean when we talk about ‘transforming’
libraries? We mean that we are not just dealing with
quantitative change—doing more, for instance—but
with qualitative change. This means fundamental change in the very
nature of what we do and how we do it.”...
American Libraries column, May

Go back to the Top

ALA News
Forbes blogger to ask the $84 question
at ALA Annual

Branding expert David Vinjamuri (right), author of a
two-part post this past January about libraries and
ebooks on his Forbes.com blog that got more than
225,000 views, will be the speaker at the PR Forum on
June 30 during the 2013 ALA Annual Conference in
Chicago. “The $84 Question: Why Libraries Matter and
Can Do More in the Era of Ebooks, Social Media, and
Branding” is sponsored by ALA’s Public Awareness Committee....
Public Information Office, May 14

Behind the scenes at the Robie
House

There are still tickets available for a
unique opportunity to tour the renowned
Frank Lloyd Wright–designed Robie
House and support the ALA Cultural
Communities Fund. On July 1, toast the
10th anniversary of the CCF and explore the house, with tours
available at 5–6:30 p.m. and 7–8:30 p.m. Tickets for this event are
available as part of registration for the 2013 ALA Annual Conference
or can be added to a previously completed conference registration by
logging in....
Public Programs Office, May 14

GraphiCon at Annual Conference
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For the second year, GraphiCon will inspire ALA
Annual Conference attendees to innovate and
raise the profile of graphic novels and comics in
their libraries and schools. A range of programs and author events,
plus “Artist Alley,” the Graphic Novel Pavilion, and Graphic Novel
Stage in the exhibit hall will offer information and creative inspiration,
as well as chances to ask questions and discuss ideas. To identify
relevant events, look for the GraphiCon cluster in the conference
scheduler....
Conference Services, May 8

ALA Virtual Membership Meeting
2013

ALA President Maureen Sullivan, Executive
Director Keith Michael Fiels, and the Committee on Membership
Meetings invite all ALA personal members to register for and
participate in ALA’s annual online Virtual Membership Meeting on June
6. The meeting will begin with a “State of the Association” update and
a recap of initiatives during Sullivan’s presidential year, an update
about ALA’s 2015 Strategic Plan from Executive Director Keith Michael
Fiels, and a financial update by ALA Treasurer James Neal. The
webinar is limited to 1,000 registrants....
Member Relations, May 10

JobLIST Placement Center

As part of its continuing efforts to provide networking opportunities
for employers and job seekers, the ALA JobLIST Placement Center will
host an Open House on June 30 during ALA Annual Conference in
Chicago. Representatives from various libraries and library-related
companies can take advantage of the opportunity to talk with
conference attendees about their specific work environments.
Employers must apply (PDF file) by June 14....

This month’s RDA
Toolkit release adds
RDA language
translations and the
completed rewording
project. Learn more at
the RDA Toolkit
Essentials Webinar on
June 11. NEW! From
ALA Publishing.

Libraries
on Film

Human Resource Development and Recruitment, May 14

Career Development Facilitator training

ALA will host Career Development Facilitator training
sessions at its 50 East Huron Street headquarters in
Chicago, June 26–27. Created by the National Career
Development Association, this comprehensive training
is designed to address career planning and job search,
with a special emphasis on the role of the librarian in
helping patrons and job seekers. The course will be
taught by CDF Instructor Caitlin Williams (right). The deadline to
register is June 14....
Human Resource Development and Recruitment, May 8

ALA officer candidates sought
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With Honors (1994).
Homeless man Simon
Wilder (Joe Pesci) lives
in the furnace room of
Harvard’s Widener
Library, where he
accidentally discovers
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ALA’s Nominating Committee is seeking nominees to run for ALA
president-elect and councilor-at-large on the 2014 spring ballot. The
committee will select two candidates to run for president-elect and no
fewer than 51 candidates for the 34 at-large Council seats. Submit
the nominee’s name, present position, institution, address, telephone,
fax, and email address to any Nominating Committee member. Selfnominations are encouraged....
Office of ALA Governance, May 9

Volunteer as an ALA Ambassador

Tina Coleman writes: “Recruitment and placement of volunteers
interested in joining the 2013 ALA Annual Conference Ambassador
Program is now underway, and I’m hoping you will be interested in
joining us. If you have already attended a minimum of three ALA
Annual Conferences and will be at the Chicago conference June 28–
July 1, please consider serving a shift as an ALA Ambassador,
Concierge, or Mentor.”...

the only copy of a
thesis written by
student Monty Kessler
(Brendan Fraser), who
has dropped it down a
grate. The two spend
some time in the
Widener reading room,
but Simon has trouble
keeping quiet. Patricia
B. Butcher plays a
librarian who politely
attempts to remove
him from the library.

Leads from LLAMA, May 8

Are you a programming librarian?

Lauren Bradley writes: “Although the Public Programs Office is a
wonderful resource for programming librarians, there is currently no
formal space in the ALA structure for members to contribute to the
world of library public programming. The members of the Public and
Cultural Programming Advisory Committee are pushing forward to
establish a new ALA Member Interest Group, to be known as the
Programming Librarian Interest Group. The first step is to collect the
signatures of 100 ALA members on an ALA e-petition.”...
Programming Librarian, May 14

Six elected to Freedom to Read Foundation board

Eva Poole, president of PLA and chief of staff of the District of
Columbia Public Library, and Jim Neal, ALA treasurer and Columbia
University librarian, were the top two vote getters in the Freedom to
Read Foundation board of trustees election that ended May 1. Helen
Adams, Robert P. Doyle, Chris Finan, and Herbert Krug were also
elected to two-year terms....
Freedom to Read Foundation, May 8

UNESCO representative sought

Within the Law
(1939). Ruth Hussey
plays shopgirl Mary
Turner, who is framed
for shoplifting and
sentenced to three
years in prison. She
asks the prison
librarian (Claire Du
Brey) for a
recommendation on a
book to read; when
she learns the length
of her sentence, the
librarian recommends
Gone with the Wind.

ALA’s International Relations Office is seeking
qualified applicants to serve as a
representative on the National Commission of
UNESCO, which is comprised of up to 100
members appointed by the Secretary of State. ALA representatives to
the US National Commission of UNESCO will serve a two-year term,
from September 1, 2013, to August 31, 2015. Apply by June 1 to
Michael Dowling....
International Relations Office, Apr. 23

Represent ALA on the US
Committee of the Blue Shield

Nominees are sought to serve as ALA
Representative to the US Committee of the Blue Shield for a two-year
term, from September 1, 2013, to August 31, 2015. The cultural
equivalent of the Red Cross, the Blue Shield is the symbol specified
for marking cultural property in the 1954 Hague Convention for the
Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict. Apply
by June 1 to Michael Dowling....
International Relations Office, Apr. 23
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The Wives He Forgot
(2006, Canada, made
for TV). Teri Philips
plays a librarian.
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Go back to the Top
The Wiz (1978). Ted
Ross as the Cowardly
Lion has been hiding
inside one of the lion
statues in front of the
New York Public
Library.

Featured review: Mystery fiction

Coleman, Reed Farrel. Onion Street. May 2013.
320p. Tyrus, hardcover (978-1-4405-3945-9).
Coleman’s latest—a prequel to the awardwinning Moe Prager series—is a slam-dunk
recommendation for readers drawn to smart,
gritty crime fiction with label-defying
characters. Onion Street chronicles Moe’s
introduction to crime solving, showing him
emerging from aimlessness and barreling
toward purpose as his intuition for connecting crime dots is
awakened. A Brooklyn College student in tumultuous 1967,
Moe hasn’t become entangled in the radical movements
sweeping campuses (mostly because he’s apathetic), but
there’s no exemption from danger when chants give way to
violence. After Moe’s activist girlfriend, Mindy, is found
severely beaten, he has reason to doubt that the attack is a
simple mugging....

This AL Direct feature
describes hundreds of films
(and some TV shows) in
which libraries and librarians
are featured, from 1912 to
the present. The full list is a
Web Extra associated with
The Whole Library
Handbook 5, edited by
George M. Eberhart and
published by ALA Editions.
You can browse the films on
our Libraries on Film
Pinterest board.

16 novels by literary
authors playing detective

Keir Graff writes: “No matter how
highfalutin’ a writer’s work, no matter how often their prose
has been dissected using terms such as trope, motif, and
anxiety of influence, they all secretly want to write hard-boiled
crime fiction—and most of them are brave enough to put their
own names on it. (We’re looking at you, John Banville.) Don’t
believe us? Just check out this list of 16 books by writers
whose brows grow high on their domed, idea-crammed
craniums. We wish we could laugh at their pretensions of
expanding the horizons of the genre, at their pathetic attempts
to write tough-guy dialogue, but the sad fact is, most of these
eggheads have pretty damn good taste when it comes to hardboiled fiction. Most of them. (We’re looking at you, ghost of
Norman Mailer.)”...

@

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
Go back to the Top
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Career Leads
from

Senior Manager,
Bronx Libraries, New
York City. The New
York Public Library is
seeking a dynamic,
progressive, and
enthusiastic senior
manager to provide
leadership and direction
to a network of up to
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Chicago Update
ALA packing and survival tips

Bobbi Newman writes: “About two years ago I
gave up on lugging around a big checked bag and
started traveling with only a carry-on. I was tired
of paying the extra baggage fees and waiting for
my bag at the carousel; to be honest, I liked the
challenge. But here are some things I can not live
without at Annual Conference, along with some
practical tips and some other must-reads.” More newbie tips here
from Shelley Macon....
Librarian by Day, May 4; INALJ, May 14

Groupon deal on three-day CTA pass

Groupon has an online deal for a Chicago Transit
Authority three-day pass that grants unlimited rides on
buses and trains within the city and 40 surrounding
suburbs. The cost is $9 (normally a $20 value). Passes
are sent via mail (so a shipping address is required) and
must be used by September 1 (well after Annual
Conference). Allow 10–15 business days for delivery....

18 community branch
libraries in the Bronx.
Reporting to the Vice
President for Public
Service and the
Director of Library Sites
and Services, the
senior manager will
plan, organize, and
coordinate the delivery
of services within a
network of community
branch libraries;
regularly visit
community branch
libraries to provide
leadership and direction
to library managers on
all aspects of the
branch administration;
and select, manage,
evaluate, and develop a
team of library
managers....

Groupon Chicago

The Field Museum of Natural
History

The Field Museum sits on Lake Shore Drive
next to Lake Michigan, part of a scenic
complex known as the Museum Campus
Chicago. The first thing you see when you
enter the main hall is Sue, the largest
specimen of Tyrannosaurus rex around.
Exhibitions at the time of Annual Conference include the cave
paintings of Lascaux, bioluminescence, and living with wolves. The
museum library’s holdings include some 275,000 volumes of books
and journals, along with significant special collections of archives,
manuscripts, photos, and original illustrations. Some of its collections
that are not on display are described here....

@

More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week

Field Museum of Natural History; Chicago Sun-Times, May 2

The Poetry Foundation Library

Katherine Litwin writes: “The Poetry Foundation
Library at 61 West Superior Street is an unusual
place. It is the only library dedicated exclusively
to poetry in the Midwest, and one of a small
group of poetry libraries around the world. Its
collection of 30,000 items includes a children’s
collection, individual author monographs,
anthologies, journals, broadsides, chapbooks,
audio works, criticism, and prose works by poets.”...
The Library As Incubator Project, May 9

Chicago bar named best in the
country
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2013/may/051513-2.htm[7/17/2014 8:54:41 AM]

Austrian Books
Online is a joint
project of the Austrian
National Library and
Google, which has
digitized some
100,000 of the
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The James Beard Foundation’s annual
awards, widely considered the Academy
Awards of the culinary industry, have
named Chicago’s The Aviary (955 West
Fulton Market) as having the country’s
Outstanding Bar Program. More cocktail lounge than bar, The Aviary
is owned and operated by Nick Kokonas and Chef Grant Achatz, the
men behind acclaimed restaurants Alinea and Next, and sits right next
to Next on Fulton Street, which in 2012 won the Beard for Best New
Restaurant....
WGN-TV, Chicago, May 6; DNAinfo Chicago, May 6

Windy City is tops for tasty eats

According to the latest Munchies Awards
announced May 8, Chicago is a food city
that’s second to none. Foodie website The
Braiser dubbed the prizes the “backyard
version of the James Beard Awards.” The
somewhat new Bar Toma won the hearts (or
taste buds) of Munchies voters for best pizza,
while Lincoln Park’s Butcher and The Burger came out on top for its
patty perfection. Not only did Chicago beat out New York City, Los
Angeles, San Francisco, and Portland for the distinction of America’s
“Best Food City,” the city made a strong showing across several
cuisine-specific areas, too....
The Huffington Post, May 9; The Braiser, May 8

See Chicago by bike

Bicycle rentals are available from Bike
and Roll in Millennium Park, Navy Pier,
and the Riverwalk. The company also
offers bike tours in Lincoln Park, the
Near North side, a Barack Obama
Presidential tour in Hyde Park, a Bike @ Night tour, bike and eat
tours, and Segway tours along the lakefront. Find Chicago bicycle
route maps here and bike-riding encouragement from Mayor Rahm
Emanuel here....
Bike and Roll Chicago; City of Chicago

Flying with an infant

Brett Snyder writes: “Last year, my wife gave birth to
our first child. Naturally—being the airline dork that I
am—it wasn’t long before we ended up on an airplane
with him, but I wasn’t quite prepared for the
incredibly vague rules that exist when it comes to
infant travel. Here are some of the things I’ve learned.”...
Condé Nast Traveler, May 8

Yes, you might see goats at
O’Hare Airport

As airplane travelers descend into
Chicago’s O’Hare International Airport,
they will soon have more than just a
skyline view to look forward to: A herd
of goats could be visible from the
window seat. The city’s Department of Aviation has awarded a
contract to Central Commissary Holdings LLC—the operator of Lincoln
Park restaurant Butcher and The Burger—to bring about 25 goats
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library’s public-domain
holdings since 2010.
These books can now
be downloaded, read
online, and searched
free of charge with the
help of the library’s
online catalog. Some
600,000 books will
ultimately become
available. One treasure
is the Kronyka Czeská,
1541, by Jan Severýn
and Ondřej Kubeš of
Žepův, based in large
part on old legends
and tales of the land
by the ancestors Čech
(644) up to the
coronation of
Ferdinand I of
Habsburg in 1526.
Another is a 1774
edition of Johann
Wolfgang von Goethe’s
The Sorrows of Young
Werther.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site, Check out
our Featured Digital
Libraries Pinterest board.

Noted and
Quoted
“There’s also the
issue of her physical
transformation. You
look at the
photographs of her
during her
relationship with the
victim in this case,
and she had blonde
hair. She would
dress provocatively.
She now has this
very mousy brown
hair. She has the
world’s most
librarian-like pair of
glasses that she
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onto airport property, helping the airport launch its vegetationmanagement program. In June, the goats will be delivered to O’Hare
to begin their task of munching away at overgrown greenery....
Chicago Tribune, May 8

Go back to the Top

Division News
Reimagining libraries with
Anythink

United for Libraries will present
“Reimagining Libraries,” the United for
Libraries President’s Program, on June
30 during the ALA Annual Conference in
Chicago. Learn how Anythink Libraries
(Rangeview Library District, Adams
County, Colorado) rebuilt the library system from the ground up and
created a new brand that was relevant, represented the future, and
inspired innovation. Speakers will be Ronnie Storey-Ewoldt, public
services director, and Dot Lindsey, trustee for Anythink Libraries....
United for Libraries, May 13

Learn fundraising secrets at “Raising $”
preconference

Peter Pearson (right) raises millions of dollars for the
St. Paul (Minn.) Public Library, and he will reveal how
other groups can too at “Raising $: Process and
People,” a June 28 preconference cosponsored by
LLAMA and United for Libraries during the 2013 ALA
Annual Conference in Chicago. Pearson, along with
other renowned library fundraisers such as Cleveland’s Felton Thomas
and Tulsa’s Gary Shaffer, will share fundraising secrets and
successes, as well as tips for creating and working productively with
library foundations....
United for Libraries, LLAMA, May 13

How YA services increase library value
and impact

If you are looking for a way to add value to your
public library, then expanding teen services may be
the perfect solution. LLAMA and YALSA will present
the webinar “Increase Your Library’s Value in the
Community by Amping Up Teen Services” on June
12. Presenter Mary Hastler (right) will discuss making
the case for teen services, YALSA’s national guidelines to evaluate
your library’s overall success in teen services, and funding sources
available for teen-focused programs and services. Registration is
open....
LLAMA, YALSA, May 13

AASL advocacy archives

A series of three advocacy webinars, presented by the AASL Advocacy
Committee in conjunction with School Library Month, is now available
as part of AASL’s professional development archive, eCOLLAB.
Presented in a new 20-minute format, these webinars focus on a
single topic and explore advocacy tools attendees need to most
effectively promote their programs....
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wears in court.”
—CNN Senior Legal Analyst
Jeffrey Toobin, commenting
during the lead-up to the
first-degree murder verdict in
the trial of Jodi Arias, CNN,
“The Lead with Jake Tapper,”
May 8.

@

More quotes...

Calendar
May 29:

19th Annual
Children’s Book Art
Silent Auction,
BookExpo America,
River Pavilion, Javits
Convention Center,
New York City.

June 7–8:

Indexing Society of
Canada, Annual
Conference, Lord
Nelson Hotel, Halifax,
Nova Scotia. “Mapping
Between the Lines.”

June 9:

International
Archives Day.

June 12–14:

European
Association for
Health Information
and Libraries,
Workshop, University
Library, Karolinska
Institutet, Stockholm,
Sweden. “Trends for
the Future: Creating
Strategies to Meet
Challenges.”

June 12–15:

American
International
Consortium of
Academic Libraries,
Annual Meeting and
Conference, John
Cabot University,
Rome, Italy. “New
Media, New Literacies,

AL Direct, May 15, 2013
AASL, May 13

Member manager sought for YALSA’s The Hub

YALSA seeks a member manager for The Hub, its teen literature–
focused blog. The Hub provides a one-stop-shop to help teens and
librarians locate high-quality audio, video, and text content related to
young adult literature. Full details, including qualifications, duties, and
honoraria, are available online. Email applications to Jaclyn Finneke by
July 1....
YALSA, May 13

Karen Williams elected ACRL president

Karen Williams (right), associate university librarian for
research and learning at the University of Minnesota,
has been elected ACRL president for 2014–2015.
Williams has served as a member of the ACRL Board of
Directors, member and chair of the ACRL Leadership
Nominations and Recruitment Committee, and member
of the ACRL Scholarly Communication Committee. She
also received the ACRL Special Presidential Recognition Award given
to founding members of the Institute for Information Literacy and
Immersion Program faculty in 2009....
ACRL, May 8

Terri Kirk elected AASL president

Terri Kirk (right), school librarian at Reidland High
School in Paducah, Kentucky, has been elected AASL
president for 2014–2015. She is currently the cochair
of the AASL 2013 National Conference Committee, the
Kentucky Chapter councilor on the ALA Council, and a
member of the ALA Nominating Committee. Past
leadership positions include the AASL Board of
Directors as member-at-large and as the AASL division
councilor....
AASL, May 13

Diane Bruxvoort elected LLAMA president

Dian Bruxvoort (right), senior associate dean at the
University of Florida George A. Smathers Libraries in
Gainesville, has been elected LLAMA president for 2014–
2015. After hearing of her election, Bruxvoort said, “I
look forward to working with our membership to
continue to build an organization that supports our
profession individually and collectively.”...
LLAMA, May 8

Go back to the Top

Awards & Grants
Stonewall Book Awards Brunch

Donald Weise (right), founder of Magnus Books, will
keynote the 2013 Stonewall Book Awards Brunch, a
celebration of the very best in LGBT literature on July
1 during the ALA Annual Conference in Chicago. Weise
is a veteran in the publishing industry, with more than
two decades of experience with LGBT literature,
including serving as publisher at Alyson Books and
senior editor at Carroll and Graf Publishers. Register on the Annual
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New Models: Library–
IT–Faculty
Collaboration in a
Learning-Intensive
World.”

June 13–14:

Association of
European Research
Libraries, 17th
International
Conference on
Electronic Publishing,
Blekinge Institute of
Technology,
Karlskrona, Sweden.

June 16–19:

Association of
Jewish Libraries,
Annual Conference,
Houston.

July 3–6:

20th Tokyo
International Book
Fair, Tokyo, Japan.

July 10–12:

Art Libraries Society
of UK and Ireland,
Conference, Bristol
University, Bristol,
England.

Aug. 29–31:

Art Libraries Society
Norden, Annual
Meeting and Study
Tour, Copenhagen,
Denmark.

Sept. 2–6:

10th International
Conference on
Preservation of
Digital Objects /
International
Conference on
Dublin Core and
Metadata
Applications, Instituto
Superior Técnico,
Lisbon, Portugal.

Sept. 11–13:

Association of
Learned and
Professional Society
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Conference website with registration code GBT1....
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender Round Table, May 8

2013 LITA Library Hi Tech Award

Internet activist and digital librarian Brewster Kahle
(right) has been named the winner of the 2013 LITA
Library Hi Tech Award for Outstanding Communication
in Library and Information Technology. Kahle has been
an important advocate for digitization and increasing
access to electronic information. He was instrumental
in the creation of the Open Content Alliance and the Open Library
that provides more than 1 million free ebooks online....
LITA, May 9

2013 LITA Ex Libris Student Writing
Award winner

Karen Doerksen (right), MLIS degree candidate at the
University of Alberta School of Library and Information
Studies, has been named the winner of the 2013 LITA
Ex Libris Student Writing Award. Doerksen’s paper,
titled “A Sight to Be Held: Adapting Comics and
Graphic Novels for Visual Impairment,” describes the vital role of
graphics and pictures in the development of early literacy....

Publishers,
International
Conference, The Belfry,
West Midlands,
England.

Oct. 18–20:

International Board
on Books for Young
People, 10th Regional
Conference, St. Louis
Public Library.
“BookJoy around the
World.”

@
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LITA, May 9

2013 AASL Frances Henne Award

Amy Jo Southworth (right), school librarian at Bay
Shore High School in Sayville, New York, is the 2013
recipient of the AASL Frances Henne Award. The
$1,250 award, sponsored by ABC-CLIO, recognizes a
school librarian with five years or less experience who
demonstrates leadership qualities with students,
teachers, and administrators. As the award recipient,
Southworth has the opportunity to attend her first AASL National
Conference....
AASL, May 13

2013 Eliza Atkins Gleason Book Award

The Library History Round Table has named Christine
Pawley (right) the winner of the 2013 Eliza Atkins
Gleason Book Award for Reading Places: Literacy,
Democracy, and the Public Library in Cold War America
(University of Massachusetts, 2010). Presented every
third year, the Gleason Award recognizes the best book
written in English in the field of library history. Pawley
retired in 2012 as professor and director of the School of Library and
Information Studies at the University of Wisconsin–Madison....

AL Direct is a free electronic
newsletter emailed every
Wednesday to personal
members of the American
Library Association and
subscribers.

George M. Eberhart,
Editor:
geberhart@ala.org

Beverly Goldberg,
Senior Editor:
bgoldberg@ala.org

Library History Round Table, May 13

Colorado Association of Libraries wins Advocacy
Award

Phil Morehart,
Associate Editor:
pmorehart@ala.org

United for Libraries, May 13

Mariam Pera,
Associate Editor:
mpera@ala.org

The Colorado Association of Libraries is the recipient of the 2013 ALA
President’s Award for Advocacy, sponsored by United for Libraries, for
its 2012 campaign “Literacy through Libraries: A Dollar Does It.” The
effort resulted in state legislators appropriating $2 million to fund the
State Grants to Libraries Act for only the second time in 10 years....

AASL Innovative Reading Grant

“Found in ‘Translation’: Reading, Writing, Critical
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Thinking, and Metaphrasis,” a project by Panagiotis
Stathopoulos (right), librarian of the De Paul School in
Louisville, Kentucky, is the 2013 recipient of the AASL
Innovative Reading Grant. Sponsored by Capstone, this
grant of $2,500 supports the planning and
implementation of an innovative program for children
that motivates and encourages reading, especially with struggling
readers....

Sanhita SinhaRoy,
Managing Editor,
American Libraries:
ssinharoy@ala.org

AASL, May 13

10 libraries get Citizens-Save-Libraries grants

United for Libraries has selected 10 libraries to receive expert
advocacy training in cycle one of the Citizens-Save-Libraries program,
funded by the Neal-Schuman Foundation. Advocacy experts will
provide onsite training to Friends of the library groups, libraries,
directors, and trustees and help them develop blueprints for advocacy
campaigns to restore, increase, or save threatened library budgets....

Laurie D. Borman,
Editor and Publisher,
American Libraries:
lborman@ala.org
To advertise in American
Libraries Direct, contact:

United for Libraries, May 13

$150,000 in grants for summer youth programs

A new grant competition will award $150,000 to libraries, museums,
and other nonprofit institutions to provide hands-on learning
opportunities this summer for youth across the country. The
Project:Connect Summer Youth Programming Competition grants will
support a series of hands-on events from July through September
where young people collaborate and compete through such activities
as hackathons, makerspaces, digital journalism, and mentoring
workshops. Applications are due June 10....
MacArthur Foundation, May 9

2013 Horizon Award

Shannon Regan (right), licensed content librarian at
Mercer University in Macon, Georgia, has been
awarded the 2013 North American Serials Interest
Group Horizon Award. The award, sponsored by
EBSCO, recognizes a promising new information
professional and covers the cost of travel,
registration, and lodging for three nights while the
recipient attends the NASIG Annual Conference in Buffalo, New York,
June 6–9....
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dglewis@ala.org

Katie Bane:
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Questions about the content
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North American Serials Interest Group, May 13

2013 Ondaatje Prize

Philip Hensher’s Scenes from Early Life (Fourth Estate)
has won the £10,000 ($15,222 US) Royal Society of
Literature Ondaatje Prize for 2013. The book, a
semifictional account of the childhood of Hensher’s
Bengali husband, was praised as “an unostentatious
tour de force” by prize judge Margaret Drabble. The
annual prize looks to reward a work of fiction,
nonfiction, or poetry that evokes the spirit of a
place....
The Bookseller, May 14

2013 Independent Publisher Awards

The “IPPY” Awards, launched in 1996, are designed to
bring increased recognition to the deserving but often
unsung titles published by independent authors and
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publishers. This year’s 382 medalists will be honored
at an awards ceremony on May 29 in New York, on
the eve of BookExpo America. Gold, silver, and bronze
medals are given in 77 national categories. The 2013
medalists represented 44 US states plus the District of
Columbia, seven Canadian provinces, and 10 other
countries....
Independent Publisher, May 2

2013 Agatha Award winners

The Agatha Awards were announced on May 5,
honoring traditional mystery writing (no sex, no blood
and gore, and nothing too hardboiled). Among the
many well-known authors and publishers picking up
awards, including Louise Penny who won Best Novel
for The Beautiful Mystery (Macmillan / Minotaur), was
small independent Dallas publisher Henery Press,
winning Best First Novel with Lowcountry Boil by
Susan M. Boyer....
Early Word: The Publisher | Librarian Connection, May 8

2013 James Beard Cookbook Awards

On May 7, the James Beard Foundation declared
Gran Cocina Latina: The Food of Latin America by
Maricel Presilla (W. W. Norton) the Cookbook of the
Year. It has already won acclaim, appearing on
several 2012 cookbook lists and winning the IACP
Award for Best General Cookbook. Marcus
Samuelsson’s Yes, Chef: A Memoir (Random House)
won for Writing and Literature....
Early Word: The Publisher | Librarian Connection, May 8

2013 Green Book festival winners

Life Everlasting by Bernd Heinrich (Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt) is the grand prize winner of the 2013 Green
Book Festival, which honors books that contribute to a
greater understanding of the changing worldwide
environment. The book focuses on the fascinating
doings of creatures most of us would otherwise turn
away from: field mouse burials conducted by carrion
beetles; the communication strategies of ravens; and
the inadvertent teamwork among wolves and large
cats, foxes and weasels, and bald eagles and nuthatches in the coldweather dispersal of prey....
Green Book Festival, May 11

2013 Children’s Choice Book Awards

The Children’s Book Council and Every Child a Reader
have announced the winners of the sixth annual
Children’s Choice Book Awards. The announcement, on
May 13 at a charity gala in New York City, is part of
Children’s Book Week (May 13–19). More than a
million votes were cast by children and teens across
the country at bookstores, libraries, and online. The
choice for Book of the Year was John Green’s The
Fault in Our Stars (Dutton/Penguin)....
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Bookselling This Week, May 14

Little Rebels Children’s Book Award

The winner of the inaugural Little Rebels Children’s
Book Award, given by the Alliance of Radical
Booksellers and administered by the Letterbox
Library, is Sarah Garland’s Azzi in Between (Frances
Lincoln), a graphic novel that tells a powerful refugee
story. The announcement was made May 11 at the
first London Radical Bookfair. This new annual award
recognizes radical and progressive fiction that
promotes social justice for children up through 12 years old....
Books for Keeps, May 11

Go back to the Top

Libraries in the News
The most social media friendly
state libraries in 2013

Beth Parker writes: “Do libraries need social
media? According to the ALA 2013 State of
America’s Libraries Report, the answer is a resounding yes. To
determine which state libraries are doing the best job of managing
their social media presence, we gathered usage stats for each of the
state libraries on the top social media platforms. Here are all 50 state
libraries, ranked from highest to lowest for social media
friendliness.”...
LibraryScienceList, May 6

New Jersey district nixes Middle School
Survival Guide

A parent brought Arlene Erlbach’s Middle School
Survival Guide to the May 8 Delanco Township, New
Jersey, school board meeting, saying she thought the
book provided too much information about sexual
issues for middle school students. Board members
took a look at the content and agreed to take it out of circulation.
The board thought it provided too much information on such subjects
as “making out,” oral sex, intercourse, pregnancy, and abortion for
6th–8th graders....
Burlington County (N.J.) Times, May 10

Batman comic retained in Nebraska

The Columbus (Nebr.) Public Library Board received its
second materials challenge in five months and again
rejected the protest. This time a patron objected to
Batman: The Killing Joke by Alan Moore and Brian
Bolland. The patron referred to the DC Comics book as
“very adult” and said in the challenge it “advocates
rape and violence.” The board voted 3–0 to deny the
materials challenge....
Columbus (Nebr.) Telegram, May 14
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Wallflower pulled from suburban Chicago
classroom

Copies of The Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen
Chbosky have been removed from Glen Ellyn (Ill.)
Elementary District 41’s Hadley Junior High School,
where an 8th-grade literacy class’s independent
reading group was perusing the title after having
selected it. The daughter of complainants Jen Bradfield
and her husband was not in class on the day students
chose Perks. The school board overrode a reconsideration committee’s
vote to retain the book....
Arlington Heights (Ill.) Daily Herald, May 10

Mother files ADA complaint over library incident

Linda Aase has spent much of her life helping disabled people
navigate their daily routines—as a disability program manager with
the federal government, as a board member for disability advocacy
groups and, above all, as a mother. So when her 25-year-old
daughter, who has Down syndrome and autism, had an emotional
outburst at the Rust branch of the Loudoun County (Va.) Public
Library, she was not surprised. But she was surprised, she said, at
the library staff’s reaction....
Washington Post, May 10

Library director wins on Who Wants to
Be a Millionaire?

Allenstown (N.H.) Public Library Director Amber
Cushing (right) walked away from the game show
Who Wants to Be a Millionaire? that aired May 13 with
$25,250 after correctly answering six questions. She
ultimately left when she missed a question involving
math. Cushing graduated from the University of North
Carolina School of Information and Library Science in 2012....
UNC Daily Tar Heel, May 13; Manchester New Hampshire Union Leader, May 1

Jeffrey Beall threatened with
another lawsuit

Jeffrey Beall is a metadata librarian at the
University of Colorado at Denver, but he’s
known online for his popular blog Scholarly
Open Access, where he maintains a running list of open-access
journals and publishers he deems questionable or predatory. The
OMICS Publishing Group, based in India, is now warning that Beall
could be imprisoned for up to three years under India’s Information
Technology Act, according to a letter from the group’s lawyer. Beall
had been threatened with a lawsuit in February by a Canadian
publisher on the list....
Chronicle of Higher Education, May 15; Inside Higher Ed, Feb. 15

Stolen historical documents returned to Maryland

At a table in the library of the Maryland Historical Society in
Baltimore, an investigator with the National Archives pulls file folders
from a cardboard box and hands them to Library Director Patricia
Dockman Anderson. Until recently, the documents were evidence,
some of the more than 10,000 items seized in a massive FBI
investigation that ensnared a well-known collector of presidential
memorabilia and his assistant. This week, however, they were
returned to the society to become again pieces of history available to
researchers....
Associated Press, May 14
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Bonaparte documents to be
returned to France

In the midst of the French Revolution in
1792, a worried Joseph Buonaparte (as
the family spelled its name at the time)
wrote a letter (right) insisting that his
brother Napoleon was a patriot. Now the letter will join the annals of
French history, thanks to a decision by Northwestern University in
Evanston, Illinois, to repatriate the document and about 250 others to
France in a ceremony in late May. The documents were discovered
near the end of World War II by Jack McBride, an American
entertainer in a USO troupe stationed in Corsica....
Chicago Tribune, May 12

Library find indicates Kilmer’s
“Trees” was written in Mahwah

A Mahwah, New Jersey, researcher who founded
the Joyce Kilmer Society says a notebook and
letter (right) that were tucked away in the
special collections department of Georgetown
University library in Washington, D.C., contain the answer to a
century-long question about where the author’s most famous poem
was written. Researcher Alex Michelini announced the find May 10,
which seems to prove that Kilmer wrote the poem in Mahwah, where
he lived for five years during the early 1910s....
Mahwah (N.J.) Patch, May 11

A win for Ronan, Montana

John Chrastka writes: “Congratulations to the
Vote Yes for a New Ronan Library District crew
and the Ronan City (Mont.) Library on winning
873 to 545 on May 7. It is a big win for the entire
School District 30 community, securing new
operating funds and new districting authority for
the library. This win increases the library budget from only $15,000 to
over $200,000, allowing for new hires, more hours, and better
collections, programs, and services.”...
EveryLibrary, May 8

Ex-director sues, claiming his firing was
political

Former East Chicago Public (Ind.) Library Director
Manny Montalvo (right) sued Mayor Anthony Copeland
in US District Court May 8, claiming the new library
board appointed by Copeland fired Montalvo for
political reasons. Montalvo believes his firing was due
to his political support of former East Chicago Mayor
George Pabey instead of Copeland. This is the second suit Montalvo
has filed over his firing; he is scheduled to go to trial June 10 on two
charges of filing false federal tax returns....
Times of Northwest Indiana, May 9; Mar. 29, 2011

Lebanon National Library project delayed but on
track for 2014

The Lebanon National Library in Beirut will be open to the public by
the end of 2014, officials promised May 10, despite years of political
obstruction, logistical setbacks, and missed deadlines. The process of
repurposing the old Lebanese University Law School began in earnest
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in 2011 with a $25 million grant from the Emir of Qatar. The plans
now call for four subterranean levels, three for stacks and one for
parking, while the ground level will be replanted as a garden. The
architect projects a completion date of July 28, 2014....
The Daily Star (Lebanon), May 11

Go back to the Top

Issues
Serious DMCA reform
introduced in the House

The Library of Congress sparked a
firestorm in October 2012 when it issued
new rules under the Digital Millennium
Copyright Act that made it illegal to unlock
a cellphone to switch to a new wireless
carrier. A new bill introduced May 9, the Unlocking Technology Act of
2013 (PDF file), narrows the definition of “circumvention” to include
only an action that infringes or facilitates the infringement of
copyright. EFF’s Parker Higgins says that other proposals would only
apply temporary “bandaid” fixes that fail to address the underlying
problems, but this bipartisan proposal “gets to the root of the issue.”
The Library Copyright Alliance like this one too....
Ars Technica, Jan. 25, May 9; Electronic Frontier Foundation, May 9; Public Knowledge,
Mar. 22; ACRL Insider, May 14

In praise of public libraries

Economist Paul Krugman writes: “For complicated reasons, I’ve lately
had to do a lot of hopscotching around central New Jersey, often with
gaps of several hours in between and with lots of work to get done in
the cracks. What to do? The answer is, libraries! Many of the towns
near here have very nice libraries, some big and fancy, some modest,
but all with quiet corners where you can sit and either access their
Wi-Fi (if they have it) or use your phone as a hotspot.”...
New York Times: The Conscience of a Liberal, May 9

An answer to “What’s a Library?”

Ingrid Henny writes: “One thing you can count on in this world: Every
now and then, a rich white dude will pen a wishy-washy article about
how libraries are dead. The article in question, written by Michael
Rosenblum, is an anecdotal testament to how he’s never been to the
library that was near his house. Rosenblum adores Google and
Dictionary.com for all his information needs. I mean, they’re free,
right? I guess the real question is, why are these articles being
written by the same kind of author over and over again?” Henny and
Natalie Binder have created a Libraries Changed My Life Tumblr blog
to answer Rosenblum’s question....
Magpie Librarian, May 12; The Huffington Post: Blog, May 8

North Dakota oil boom increases demand for library
services

The oil boom has prompted the demand for library services in
Williston, North Dakota, to quadruple, and the Community Library is
changing to meet the needs of its new population. Job-seekers and
oil boom workers often stand outside waiting for the library to open.
They come to use the computers or free wireless internet to apply for
jobs online, update résumés, or email loved ones back home. At peak
times, the patrons, primarily men, fill nearly every seat in the
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library....

Dickinson (N.Dak.) Press, May 13

New documentary portrays
Google as book stealer

Josh Constine writes: “Google and the
World Brain is a new documentary about
Google’s plan to scan all of the world’s
books, which triggered an ongoing lawsuit
heard May 8. The hair-raising film sees
Google import millions of copyrighted works, get sued, lose, but
almost get a literature monopoly in the process. It’s scary,
informative, and worth watching if you recognize its biased portrayal
of Google as evil. The film is getting wider release as Google
continues to fight the Author’s Guild in court.”...
TechCrunch, May 8; CNET News, May 8

Obama: Reset the default on federal data to open
and machine-readable

An executive order issued May 9 aims to make “open and machinereadable” data formats a requirement for all new government IT
systems and those being modernized or upgraded. The order requires
the Office of Management and Budget to issue an Open Data Policy
within 30 days and set a three-month timeline to incorporate the
policy into agencies’ performance goals. It also requires protection for
individuals’ personally identifiable information and other sensitive
data. The White House also issued a new memo, Open Data Policy:
Managing Information As an Asset (PDF file). But LC’s Leslie Johnston
comments: “What is open data? And how is it being preserved?”...
Ars Technica: Law and Disorder, May 9; District Dispatch, May 9; The Signal: Digital
Preservation, May 10
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Tech Talk
A very short history of big data

Gil Press writes: “The story of how data became big
starts many years before the current buzz around big
data. Already 70 years ago we encounter the first
attempts to quantify the growth rate in the volume of
data or what has popularly been known as the
‘information explosion’ (a term first used in 1941,
according to the Oxford English Dictionary). The
following are the major milestones in the history of
measuring data, plus other firsts in the evolution of the idea of big
data....
Forbes, May 9

Library RFID tag technology and smartphones

Lori Ayre writes: “If you haven’t signed that RFID contract yet, you
may want to set down your pen and check one thing: Is the chip in
your vendor’s RFID tag capable of locking and password-protecting
your content as well as the AFI and EAS registers? If not, do not sign
that contract. Here’s why.”...
Galecia Group blog, May 8

Wearable technology

Eric Griffith writes: “One of the main reasons
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everyone is writing stories about today’s wearable
technology is because of Google Glass. It’s the highconcept wearable tech product of the year, perhaps of
all time. But it’s not alone. Some tech, especially the
camera, has moved naturally to using the body as a
mobile base of operations. Here’s a look at the best
available today, or at least, very soon.”...
PC Magazine, Mar. 13, May 13

Taking a trek with SCVNGR

Nicole Pagowsky writes: “Embedding the
library in campus-wide orientations, as
well as developing standalone library
orientations, is often part of outreach
and first year experience work. Using a
mobile app for orientations can provide
many benefits, such as increasing interactivity and offering an
asynchronous option for students to learn about the library on their
own time. We have been trying out SCVNGR at the University of
Arizona Libraries and are finding it is a fun and engaging way to
deliver orientations and instruction to students.”...
ACRL TechConnect Blog, May 13

Google offers one storage
container

Paul Lilly writes: “A cloud of common sense
just landed on Google. Instead of offering
users separate storage caps for Google
Drive, Gmail, and Google+ photos, the sultan of search has decided
to offer up 15GB of unified storage for free. In doing so, users are in
complete control of how much each of Google’s cloud services can
hold, which is particularly great if you’re deeply invested in Drive
and/or Google+ photos, two services that were previously limited to
5GB combined.”...
Maximum PC, May 14

How to buy a digital camera

Jim Fisher writes: “When it comes to shopping for
electronics, digital cameras are among the more
difficult products to purchase. Figuring out the
type you want is the first order of business, so
you need to ask yourself a few questions. There
are five main classes of cameras to consider when shopping, and we’ll
break them down here to help you decide which type of camera will
best suit your needs and your budget.” These are the 10 best digital
cameras....
PC Magazine, May 7–8

Do programmers improve with age?

Scott Amundson writes: “Many older computer programmers believe
they are victims of discrimination. They think companies push them
out in favor of younger IT hires who are perceived as more
knowledgeable about the latest technologies. But a preliminary study
conducted by North Carolina State University (PDF file) helps fight this
perceived ageism: It found that older programmers may know more
about emergent technology than their younger counterparts.”...
Government Technology, May 13
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How to take a break from your technology

Nick Bilton writes: “Hello, my name is Nick, and this is my first time
at Technologists Anonymous. I’m addicted to my gadgets. If
Technologists Anonymous really existed, several of the people I spoke
with this week would probably want to be members. Increasingly,
some in Silicon Valley who build the technologies so many of us are
addicted to are trying to wean themselves off a 24-hour tech diet.
Here are a few tips on how to do this from people I spoke with.”...
New York Times: Bits, May 13
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E-Content
See ALA at BEA

Alan S. Inouye writes: “Going to BookExpo America in New York City,
May 29–June 1? If so, come join ALA President Maureen Sullivan at
two events. On May 30, Maureen will be on the panel “Ebooks from
Libraries: Good for Authors?” On May 31, Maureen will be the special
guest at the booth of Douglas County (Colo.) Libraries and Califa. Also
of note is a May 31 program about the Douglas County Libraries
(DCL) model that features our DCL colleague Rochelle Logan.”...
AL: E-Content, May 15

Book publicity in an ebook world

Lucinda Blumenfeld writes: “Every book that
you could at one point feel in your hands has
today become something you can instantly
access on your cell phone. For authors,
publicists, and publishers, this has meant that
we’ve needed to rethink the traditional
publicity tools—print reviews, radio, and television that once, in the
gilded age of publishing, worked so well for hardcovers. More than
ever, it may now be online marketing that makes the PR
difference.”...
Digital Book World, May 14

Choice E-Collection adds
Wesleyan, Ole Miss presses

The Choice E-Collection (CEC) is the first
collection of ebooks made up exclusively of
titles reviewed by Choice. Currently
consisting of several hundred titles spanning
the entire liberal arts and sciences
curriculum, CEC recently added
Choice-reviewed titles from the University Press of Mississippi and
Wesleyan University Press to its list of participating publishers, which
includes M. E. Sharpe, McFarland, and Vanderbilt University Press. A
user-friendly interface allows searching by title, author, ISBN,
publisher, or keyword, or browsing the collection by subject area....
ACRL, May 10

Vancouver discusses urban
green space and ebooks

Michael Kozlowski writes: “The Vancouver
(B.C.) Public Library is poised to do
something quite innovative. In 2015, the
library will gain control of its top two floors
and convert them into a huge urban green
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space. There will be food vendors and
people will able to quietly read books and ebooks nine stories above
the city in a tranquil environment. No library has done this before and
it will set a great precedent in urban planning. But when it comes to
ebooks, Canadian libraries work in a very different way from US
libraries.”...
Good E-Reader, May 14

Library-loved ebooks from Macmillan

Melissa Marin writes: “When Macmillan launched its
ebook collection with OverDrive in March, there were
cheers from our US library partners that love the highcirculating edge of seat thrillers, crime novels, and
mysteries. With the success of the pilot program thus
far, Macmillan has decided to expand its ebook
offerings for libraries. Here are a few recommendations
of Macmillan’s library-loved authors and titles to get you started.”...
OverDrive Digital Library Blog, Feb. 22, May 14

The best tablet for web reading and
web browsing

Nathan Groezinger writes: “When you stop and think
about it, there are many forms of e-reading. It’s not
all about reading ebooks. One of the more
overlooked aspects of e-reading is web browsing and
reading online. If you really want a pleasant web
reading experience, a tablet is where it’s at. Of all
the tablets I’ve ever used, there is one that clearly
stands out among the rest as the best tablet for web browsing and
reading: the Apple iPad 3 (the 4th gen is just as good, but I don’t
have that one).”...
The eBook Reader Blog, May 11

Depression Quest: An interactive
story

Richard Byrne writes: “Depression Quest is a
website that features an interactive story designed
to educate people about depression. The story
puts you in the place of a 20-something person who is struggling with
depression. Throughout the story you are presented with choices to
make that will influence the next phase of the story. The story has
150 different scenarios and five possible outcomes at the end, based
on the choices you make as you read through the story.”...
Free Technology for Teachers, May 14

50 digital preservation activities you can do

Tess Webre writes: “Preservation Week 2013 might be over, but
digital preservation must go on every week of the year. In truth,
preservation is an ongoing, long-lasting process that requires active
management. Don’t despair, though. I have some helpful suggestions
to help keep you in the preservation-y mood until next year.”...
The Signal: Digital Preservation, May 9
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Books & Reading
Top 10 books about being different
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Gillian Cross, the Carnegie-winning author of After
Tomorrow, picks her top 10 books that throw
everything you think you know upside down: “The
more we open our minds to other cultures and other
ways of understanding reality, the less we take our
own for granted. And the more possibilities we see in
our own surroundings. That’s how fiction begins, of
course. Here is my list of 10 books that have made
me think about what it would be like to live in a different place, or a
different time, or a different body.”...
The Guardian (UK), Apr. 25

Diversity for teens and tweens

Barbara Binns writes: “I was one of those eager reader
teens, picking up books from the adult section of the
library back before there was a thing called YA. But
even I rolled my eyes at some of the tomes put on
school reading lists. I had to think: Hasn’t anything
that portrays the same message been written in the
last century? Fortunately, many modern YA books do
provide complexity in characterization, strong plot
structure, ethical dilemmas, and important morals. And
many do it with a diverse cast and multicultural settings.”...
YALSA The Hub, May 8

Books for Haitian Heritage Month

Sharon Rawlins writes: “Haitian Heritage Month in May
is a celebration in the United States of Haitian heritage
and culture. Until I started compiling this list, I hadn’t
realized I’d read so many YA books with Haitian
characters, some written by authors with Haitian
ancestry and some not. The most well-known HaitianAmerican author is probably Edwidge Dandicat, who
writes for adults and older teens. Here are some other
noteworthy YA books about Haiti.”...
YALSA The Hub, May 14

Books for Victory Day

Jessica Lind writes: “May 9 is Victory Day here in
Russia, a holiday that commemorates the surrender of
Nazi Germany to the Soviet Union during World War II.
This is a huge holiday: a shut-down-the-city, paradeswith-tanks sort of holiday. Since preparations for the
celebration began weeks in advance, WWII has been
on my mind quite a bit. I thought I would take this
opportunity to highlight some YA fiction set during the
war.”...
YALSA The Hub, May 9

10 forgotten fantastical novels

Emily Temple writes: “Fans of magical prose and
magical worlds, take heart. Titan Books has recently
released a special limited edition version of steampunk
legend James Blaylock’s The Aylesford Skull, a classic
from one of the genre’s trailblazers. To celebrate the
release, Blaylock has put together a list of forgotten or
ignored works of literature that have inspired his own
writing, and should be must-reads for anyone interested
in science fiction or the fantastic.”...
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Tips & Ideas
Going commercial free

After a great deal of thought, the Georgetown branch of the Allen
County (Ind.) Public Library made the decision to stop using
copyright-branded puppets and stuffed animals in its play area or
during storytimes. Sara Patalita, the children’s librarian at the branch,
was a driving force behind this decision. She agreed to answer some
questions about her reasoning....
ALSC Blog, May 14

The ultimate social media
sizing cheat sheet

Dan Wilkerson writes: “In June 2012, we
published an infographic listing all of the
sizing information for images on
Facebook, Twitter, Google+, and
Pinterest. It was a wildly successful piece of content. Unfortunately,
nearly every social network instituted changes to their image sizes,
rendering most of the information on the infographic out of date. So
here is the ultimate update. Save this sucker on your hard drive and
never Google ‘Facebook cover photo size’ again.”...
LunaMetrics blog, Nov. 12, 2012

Get started with Google+

Ellyssa Kroski writes: “Have you been hesitant about
jumping in to the Google+ social network? Well, now
is the time. Google announced in December that its
online community has reached more than 500 million
members. I can think of a million ways that libraries
could make use of Google+ Hangouts for live author
chats, instructional sessions, or book groups. So how do you get
started? Here’s a quick guide to get you going.” Phil Bradley suggests
another reason to start using Google+....
iLibrarian, May 8; Mashable, Dec. 6, 2012; Phil Bradley’s Weblog, May 4

Google Reader gives way to an
heir

David Pogue writes: “On July 1, Google
will take away Google Reader. To the
dismay of millions, that service will go
the way of Google Answers, Google
Buzz, iGoogle, and GOOG-411. Google
hasn’t provided much in the way of a
satisfying reason for this spring cleaning, saying only that ‘usage has
declined.’ This column is intended to help two kinds of people: Those
who used Google Reader, and those who never even knew what it
is.”...
New York Times: Personal Tech, May 8

Use Excel macros to automate
tedious tasks
Jason Faulkner writes: “One of the more
powerful but seldom-used functions of
Excel is its ability to create automated
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tasks and custom logic within macros.
Macros provide an ideal way to save time
on predictable, repetitive tasks as well as
standardize document formats—many times without having to write a
single line of code. If you are curious about what Excel macros are or
how to actually create them, no problem. We will walk you through
the entire process.”...
How-To Geek, May 14

Librarians and the era of the MOOC

Shannon Bohle writes: “The question of the librarian’s role in the
development of MOOCs, which is still an emerging educational
technology, is one rooted not only in technology but also in the
fundamental questions of science and technology innovation policy.
MOOCs, and the librarians wanting to support them, are currently
struggling to find their place in, rather than disrupting, American
education.”...
SciLogs, May 9

On librarians writing

Wayne Bivens-Tatum writes: “Trudi Bellardo Hahn and Paul T. Jaeger
offer some specific advice for academic librarians wanting to publish
research in their College and Research Libraries News article, ‘From
Practice to Publication: a Path for Academic Library Professionals.’ As
an experienced writing teacher who has managed to publish in a
variety of formats, I thought I’d toss out my own thoughts. When
you’ve done something for so long, it’s sometimes difficult to
articulate how you do it, but I decided to try. Here are the activities
that I think have had the most positive influence on my writing.”...
Academic Librarian, May 15; College and Research Libraries News 74, no. 5 (May): 238–
242

Photo sleuth: When the evidence
doesn’t add up

Pamela M. Henson writes: “What is a
researcher to do when the historic caption
contradicts the information in the historic
photograph? Here at the Smithsonian
Institution Archives, we encounter this
occasionally in our work and have to
remember that sometimes people in the
past made mistakes. Just because something is written in beautiful
19th-century penmanship doesn’t mean it is correct.”...
The Bigger Picture, May 14

The last of the great chained
libraries

Jenny Weston writes: “On a beautiful sunny
day in early May, we decided to take a day
off from the office to visit a spectacular
chained library in the small town of Zutphen
(located in the eastern part of the
Netherlands). Built in 1564 as part of the church of St. Walburga, it is
one of only five chained libraries in the world that survive intact—that
is, complete with the original books, chains, rods, and furniture.”...
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medievalfragments, May 10

User reactions to historical events

For a book on the history of the American public library, library
historian Wayne A. Wiegand is looking for one-paragraph recollections
of how users reacted in the library on the following days: the JFK
assassination, Nixon’s resignation, the attempted assassination of
Reagan, and the September 11 terrorist attacks. Email your
paragraph by September 1.
Wayne A. Wiegand

Radical librarian resources

Jessamyn West writes: “I recently got an email from a
library school student who is an anarchist librarian
wondering what resources were out there for radical
librarians. This is an amended version of the resource
list I sent her. There are just a few people in the
radical librarian niche, but many others have influenced me in many
other ways.”...
librarian.net, May 9

Religion and libraries: Why do it?

Jacqui Milliern writes: “Religion is commonly
grouped with politics as a topic libraries avoid
programming with, bypass in reference
interviews, and circumlocute in collection
development. A knee-jerk reaction is to strike a strictly legalistic,
mathematical stance: There shall be a list of approved terminology;
only salaried MLIS holders shall take religious reference questions;
collection development dollars will be spent exactly equally between
all religions. But go legalistic, and your patron interactions will quickly
become one-dimensional, robotic.” Read part two for tips on
incorporating religion into teen programming....
YALSA Blog, May 13, 14

Ezra Jack Keats Bookmaking
Competition winners

The Ezra Jack Keats Foundation, in
partnership with the New York City
Department of Education, announced the
winners of the 27th annual citywide Ezra Jack
Keats Bookmaking Competition for grades 3–
12: We Are Not Alone, by Amelia Samoylov
(Grade 6, The Bay Academy for the Arts and Sciences, Brooklyn);
Shell, by Helen Lin (Grade 11, Stuyvesant High School, Manhattan);
and Surviving Hurricane Sandy, written and illustrated by Ellie Hui
and co-illustrated by Vincent Chen (Grade 3, P.S. / I.S. 229, The
Dyker School, Brooklyn)....
Ezra Jack Keats Foundation, May 7

What your manager wishes you knew, part 2

Sarah Flowers writes: “Do you sometimes wonder what you could do
to get more administrative support for teen services in your library?
There are some relatively simple steps you can take to win friends
and influence managers. This is a six-part series that shares some
tips from managers that you can integrate into your worklife and
maybe make some positive changes in your library. Last week, I
talked about presenting yourself as a professional. This week, the
topic is ‘speaking the language.’”...
YALSA Blog, May 8, 15
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Free Library launches “Check Us
Out” campaign

The Free Library of Philadelphia has launched a
“Check Us Out” advertising campaign, created
in partnership with ADLOOP, an arm of the
American Association of Advertising Agencies.
Aimed at raising awareness of the library and
encouraging Philadelphians to get a Free Library
card, the campaign ads will appear on various
popular websites, buses, billboards, and subway placards....
Free Library of Philadelphia, May 8

Challenge your world
knowledge with GeoGuessr

Miss Cellania writes: “GeoGuessr is a game
that uses Google Street View. You’ll get an
image, and you try to guess where in the
world it is. It turns out that no matter how
much you zoom into a sign, it will not
enhance like in TV crime dramas. It also helps to zoom into the world
map to make your guess, because even if you know the answer,
you’ll be scored on how close you mark the spot. I finally busted 10K
on my third try. This could be addictive.” (You can also move down
roads and get on the other side of street signs before making your
guess.)...
Neatorama, May 14

Call-for-help systems: From the ALA
Think Tank

Sarah Houghton writes: “We’re looking for a
security system at the San Rafael (Calif.) Public
Library—some kind of remote way to indicate
‘Hey, something’s definitely wrong with staff
member X who’s dealing with the public right
now; go help!’ Instead of spending hours researching this topic, I put
it out to the ALA Think Tank group on Facebook. Their suggestions
are summarized here for anyone else seeking a similar solution.”...
Librarian in Black, May 10

Public libraries and first
responders

The National Network of Libraries of
Medicine, South Central Region, works
with public libraries and first responders
to ensure that emergency information
needs are available. Public libraries are a
vital part of the community and offer essential services during
emergencies or disasters. This video (2:19) was produced to
demonstrate to first-responder groups, city councils, and local
governments the important role that public libraries can play....
YouTube, May 13

The Out-of-Work Librarian
Blues

An LIS anthem for the 21st century?
Let’s hope not! The “Out-of-Work
Librarian Blues” (2:55) was written by
Rory Litwin, publisher of Library Juice
Press, and performed by Suzi Lindner, a
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singer-songwriter in New York City. “I’ve had my MLIS / For 17
months / I’ve yet to have an interview / No, not even once / I’m just
the out-of-work librarian / With the out-of-work librarian blues.”...
YouTube, May 13
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American Libraries Online
New AL Digital Supplement looks at
ebook lending

Leading library practitioners and experts discuss
promises and “Faustian bargains” of ebooks in the
new American Libraries digital supplement Digital
Content: What’s Next? This future-focused issue
examines how libraries are evolving in response to
the digital revolution, exploiting opportunities in
self-publishing, and confronting challenges in
licensing constraints. The supplement also details
progress made by the ALA Digital Content and Libraries Working
Group to advocate for equitable access to ebooks produced by the
world’s largest book publishers....
American Libraries, May 22

Gun violence, videogames, and
libraries

Barbara Jones writes: “The tragedy at Sandy
Hook Elementary School in December, and
the courageous response of our school and
library colleagues in Newtown, Connecticut,
was a horrific reminder that senseless
killings can happen anywhere. Along with calls for ammunition and
assault-weapon restrictions, as well as heightened school security
nationwide, came renewed concerns about violent videogames.
Inevitably, the presence of videogames in several community libraries
also became part of the debate.”...
American Libraries feature

Technology in Practice: Spare me
the hype cycle

Meredith Farkas writes: “Although I’ve been in
the profession only a decade, I’ve seen plenty
of hyped-up ideas cycle through over the
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ALA Annual Conference,
Chicago, June 27–July 2.
Get a conference
highlights overview from
the first Cognotes digital
preview, just out. Share
the articles and find out
about the multitude of
events, programs,
conversations, activities in
the exhibits,
preconferences,
discussions, speakers,
authors, and social
events.
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years. In 2006, every library had to have a
blog. Right now, makerspaces are all the
rage. And by 2014 it’ll be something else. These things aren’t
necessarily bad. However, hype can also blind librarians to what is a
right fit for their institutions.”...
American Libraries column, May

Another Story: The applicant
pool

Joe Janes writes: “Back in the day, library
school applicants often covered two basic
points in their personal statements: what job
they desired and why they wanted to work
in libraries. Most would also tell some version of the Road to
Damascus story. Today, I continue to be struck by how things have
changed. While many speak of experiences with books and libraries, I
also find a less specific sense of what their interests and intended
careers are.”...
American Libraries column, May

Skip Prichard named OCLC president

Skip Prichard (right) has been named the next
president and CEO of OCLC effective July 1, the firm
announced May 16. He will succeed Jay Jordan, who
will retire on June 30 after 15 years at the helm of
OCLC. Prichard was formerly president and CEO of
Ingram Content Group and has held leadership
positions at ProQuest and LexisNexis over the past
decade....
AL: Inside Scoop, May 16

Kareem Abdul-Jabbar makes library
visit

Basketball legend Kareem Abdul-Jabbar joined the
County of Los Angeles Public Library on April 18 as it
celebrated its 100th anniversary at the Rio Hondo
Event Center in Downey, California. The 7-foot-2
inch-tall former center for the Los Angeles Lakers
and bestselling author of seven books was the guest
speaker at the library’s annual Library Book Breakfast....
AL Focus, May 20

Go back to the Top
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ALA News
Community disaster response

Karen Muller writes: “Over the years,
librarians, particularly preservation librarians,
have written extensively about preparing for
and recovering from a disaster, often localized
at the library. Preparations include both
developing a plan for taking action, as well as
documenting the specific techniques and
resources that will be needed to protect or restore the collections. A
few months ago, ALA Councilor Lauren Comito noted that the existing
literature mostly covers dealing with the materials, not the
community.”...
Ask the ALA Library, May 22; ALA Library Fact Sheet 10

Meet the 2013 Emerging Leaders

Attendees of the ALA Annual Conference in
Chicago are invited to meet the 2013 class
of Emerging Leaders at a poster session and
reception on June 28, where the class will
showcase their final projects. Since the ALA
Midwinter Meeting, the groups have been
working virtually on projects related to ALA
or a professional concern....
Human Resource Development and Recruitment, May 21

Become a 2014 Emerging Leader

ALA is now accepting applications for the 2014 class of Emerging
Leaders. Details on the program criteria and a link to the application
can be found on the Emerging Leaders web page. The program is
designed to enable library workers to get on the fast track to ALA and
professional leadership. An ALA division, round table, ethnic affiliate,
state chapter, or school library media affiliate will sponsor nearly all of
the selected applicants. The deadline to apply is August 2....
Human Resource Development and Recruitment, May 21

June 29 is Bookmobile Saturday

Bookmobile Saturday, June 29, during the 2013 ALA Annual
Conference in Chicago, gives attendees the opportunity to learn, gain
inspiration, and network. Learn about the trends, model practices,
and opportunities for professional involvement during two morning
programs, attend an author lunch and book signing featuring Lauren
Myracle and Audrey Niffenegger, and explore some of the latest
vehicles during the Parade of Bookmobiles. Tickets to the lunch must
be purchased online by June 14....
Office for Literacy and Outreach Services, May 21

Webinar on “Your Library Journey”

The JobLIST Placement Center will host the hour-long
webinar, “Your Library Journey: Brand and Career” on
June 11. National workplace expert, former Fortune
500 Human Resources executive, and new-Millennium
career advisor Liz Ryan (right) will present this highenergy, informational session. The webinar will be full
of useful tips for library job seekers and anyone
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The Whole Library
Handbook, now in its
fifth edition, is an
encyclopedia filled with
facts, tips, lists, and
resources essential for
library professionals
and information
workers of all kinds, all
carefully handpicked to
reflect the most
informative, practical,
up-to-date, and
entertaining examples
of library literature.
Organized in easy-tofind categories, this
unique compendium
covers all areas of
librarianship from
academic libraries to
teen services, from
cataloging to
copyright, and from
gaming to social
media. NEW! From
ALA Editions.

Libraries
on Film
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interested in learning new techniques for a job search. To register,
visit the registration page....
Human Resource Development and Recruitment, May 14

A Taste of Poland at ALA

Join the ALA Ethnic and Multicultural Information
Exchange Round Table and the Polish American
Librarians Association for a Taste of the Town,
featuring a visit to the Polish Museum of America
and family-style lunch at Podhalanka restaurant
(right) in Chicago’s famous Polonia Triangle, during
the 2013 ALA Annual Conference on June 28. To
reserve your place, email John Amundsen....
Office for Literacy and Outreach Services, May 21

Grants support Muslim Journeys
programming

The National Endowment for the Humanities, in
collaboration with the ALA Public Programs Office,
announced that 125 libraries and state
humanities councils will receive programming
grants of $3,500–$4,500 to host a “Let’s Talk
About It” reading and discussion series featuring
some of the materials included in the “Bridging Cultures Bookshelf:
Muslim Journeys.” The selected sites represent 54 public libraries, 47
academic libraries, 11 community college libraries, and 13 state
humanities councils in 38 states and the District of Columbia....
Public Programs Office, May 17

Members qualify for Visa Platinum
Rewards card

ALA and UMB CardPartner have launched the
American Library Association affinity Visa
Platinum Rewards credit card, expanding its
Affinity/MVP Programs for ALA members. The card offers qualified
cardholders exceptional benefits, including competitive rates and
terms. Apply online....
Communications and Member Relations, May 17

Technology for small libraries

For those working in a small library, particularly one
that may have little technical support, a foundational
knowledge of technology is crucial. Written for
librarians, library staff, and administrators at libraries
serving populations of 15,000 or less, Technology for
Small and One-Person Libraries: A LITA Guide,
published by ALA TechSource, shows how to
successfully develop, implement, sustain, and grow
technology initiatives....
ALA TechSource, May 20

Diversity in YA literature

The full spectrum of diversity extends far beyond race,
ethnicity, and celebrations of cultural pride. Surveying
the landscape, Diversity in Youth Literature: Opening
Doors through Reading, published by ALA Editions,
shows how YA lit now includes the wide range of our
increasingly diverse society. Edited by Jamie Campbell
Naidoo and Sarah Park Dahlen, this volume offers
chapters on the representations of culture groups that
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The Winslow Boy
(1999, UK/US).
Rebecca Pidgeon as
Catherine Winslow
conducts some
research in the law
library to help clear
her young brother’s
name of theft.

The Wire (July 6,
2003, TV series), “All
Prologue.” Lawrence
Gilliard Jr. as D’Angelo
Barksdale attends a
book group in the
prison library and
discusses F. Scott
Fitzgerald’s The Great
Gatsby. While working
in the library, he is
assaulted and
strangled to death
with a belt by another
inmate named Mugs
(Dakota Anderson).

The Witch [La strega
in amore] (1966,
Italy). Richard Johnson
as historian-scholar
Sergio Logan answers
an ad placed by
Consuelo Lorente
(Sarah Ferrati) and
goes to a ramshackle
castle library to
catalog some erotic
literature written by
her late husband. The
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are often ignored in examinations of diverse youth
literature, while examining more common groups through a new lens
or perspective....
ALA Editions, May 20

previous librarian,
Fabrizio (Gian Maria
Volonté), is still
annoyingly on hand.

Coteaching reading comprehension

As part of the US-wide drive to improve test scores
and build a nation of readers, Coteaching Reading
Comprehension Strategies in Elementary School
Libraries: Maximizing Your Impact, published by ALA
Editions, offers proven teamwork tools to accomplish
both goals. Judi Moreillon, a veteran teacherlibrarian, updates Collaborative Strategies for
Teaching Reading Comprehension to draw on
cutting-edge research in instructional strategies, offering a clear,
rigorous roadmap to teaching reading comprehension in a proven
collaborative process....
ALA Editions, May 21

Library services for autistic youth

Autism is now the second most commonly diagnosed
serious developmental disability. Library Services for
Youth with Autism Spectrum Disorders, published by
ALA Editions, introduces what autism spectrum
disorders are and identifies the great need to build
and manage programs for autistic youth. Lesley S. J.
Farmer offers librarians in or outside a school
environment all the information they need to build a
library literacy program geared towards these
children....
ALA Editions, May 20

Go back to the Top

Witchboard (1986,
UK/US). Brandon
Sinclair (Stephen
Nicholas) and Jim
Morar (Todd Allen)
look at microfilmed
newspapers in the Big
Bear Lake branch of
the San Bernardino
County (Calif.) Public
Library to find out how
a boy named David,
now manifesting as a
Ouija board spirit, died
in a boating accident.
This AL Direct feature
describes hundreds of films
(and some TV shows) in
which libraries and librarians
are featured, from 1912 to
the present. The full list is a
Web Extra associated with
The Whole Library
Handbook 5, edited by
George M. Eberhart and
published by ALA Editions.
You can browse the films on
our Libraries on Film
Pinterest board.

Featured review: Science fiction
and fantasy

Mott, Jason. The Returned. Sept. 2013. 352p.
Harlequin/MIRA, hardcover (978-0-77831533-9).
In this sparely written first novel, poet Mott
posits intriguing questions about our uneasy
relationship with death. Harold and Lucille
Hargrave are stunned to find their 8-year-old
son, Jacob—decades after the boy’s death by
drowning—standing on their front porch,
along with Martin Bellamy, a government agent for the
International Bureau of the Returned. All over the globe, the
dead are returning to their families, causing massive confusion
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Career Leads
from
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and a pervasive anxiety that countries will run out of room
and the resources to care for the enlarging population....

Top 10 Science
Fiction/Fantasy of 2013

Brad Hooper writes: “The creative
imagination displayed by science-fiction and fantasy writers
continues to impress us, and the 10 titles listed here, reviewed
in Booklist between May 15, 2012, and May 1, 2013, only
confirm the ingenuity found in these two genres.” For
example, The Cassandra Project (Ace), by Jack McDevitt and
Mike Resnick, in which the two SF powerhouses team up in a
near-future thriller that touches on one of the great conspiracy
theories of our time: that NASA is keeping secrets about the
Apollo program....

Speculating on big
questions

Speculative fictions—fantasy,
science fiction, and horror—are often described first as
escapism, a way to run away from this world on an armchair
voyage through fantastic landscapes or the reaches of space.
It’s true: Plenty of quick-reading, thrill-packed books populate
the shelves of genre collections, and no apologies are required
from those who enjoy light pleasure reading. However, the
need to escape reality is probably overestimated as a motive
for reading genre fiction....

Booklandia: Where YA Books
Live

Booklandia: Where YA Books Live has just
joined the roster of popular Booklist Online
e-newsletters. This new free bimonthly
newsletter, edited by Dan Kraus, will keep
subscribers updated on trends in YA literature through a mix of
original feature articles and selected Booklist reviews of
notable YA titles, as well as offering informative, entertaining,
and often edgy commentary on the YA scene. Sign up and
look forward to your six engaging issues in the coming year....

@

Research Services
and Information
Technologies
Librarian, McKendree
College, Lebanon,
Illinois. Research
assistance is provided
in person or via phone,
email, text, and chat.
Instruction is delivered
in the classroom or via
online learning
platforms such as
Collaborate, online
tutorials, mobile
technology, and
embedded library
resources into faculty
Blackboard courses.
Provides research
assistance from the
library’s reference desk,
develops library
instructional materials,
and manages the
online and print
reference collection.
The position is
responsible for the
library’s website as well
as social media, works
with online database
vendors, and is
responsible for routine
online database
maintenance....

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
Go back to the Top

@
Chicago Update
The Harold Washington Library
design competition

Lee Bey writes: “For several months in
1988, the competition to design the Harold
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More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week
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Washington Library Center was the talk of
the city. The new downtown library was
architectural gut check: Would America’s
first city of architecture pick a daring
design? Or would Chicago select the safe
and familiar? In 1989, PBS’s Nova series took a look at the
competition in an episode called ‘Design Wars,’ seen here in an edited
version (14:18). A quarter of a century later, there is much to
note.”...
WBEZ-FM, Chicago, May 17; YouTube, May 12

Best-kept secrets of Chicago

Alan Solomon writes: “Most visitors to Chicago
arrive with a checklist of things to see. It’s no
secret that architecture, museums, the
Magnificent Mile, Navy Pier, Millennium Park,
the lakefront, restaurants, and theaters are
why folks come. But there are Chicago secrets,
some that even the locals don’t know about.
We do. Now, you will, too.” For example, the
site of Essanay Studios (right) at 1333–1345 West Argyle Street,
which cranked out Charlie Chaplin films in the early days of cinema....
The Travel Channel

Buckingham Fountain

Buckingham Fountain is a Chicago landmark in the
center of Grant Park. Dedicated in 1927, it is one of
the largest fountains in the world. Built in a rococo
wedding cake style and inspired by the Latona
Fountain at the Palace of Versailles, it is meant to
allegorically represent Lake Michigan. It operates
from April to October, with regular water shows and
evening color-light shows. The fountain’s pumps are
controlled by a Honeywell computer that pushes out
more than 14,000 gallons per minute through 193 jets....
Wikipedia

Used bookstores

Used bookstores still flourish in Chicago.
Here are some of the best: The Bookworks,
3444 N. Clark Street, has a good selection
of history, fiction, music, film, and art
books, all at reasonable prices, as well as
first editions, pamphlets, and vinyl records.
Three popular stores in Hyde Park on the South Side are 57th Street
Books, at 1301 E. 57th Street; O’Gara & Wilson, 1448 E. 57th Street;
and Powell’s Bookstore, at 1501 E. 57th Street, all within two blocks
of each other. In the South Loop, a fine bookstore is Selected Works,
on the second floor of the Fine Arts Building, 410 S. Michigan
Avenue; they excel in fiction, poetry, politics, sheet music, and
musical scores....
The Huffington Post, Oct. 19, 2010

The Haymarket Memorial

The Haymarket Memorial, a bronze sculpture

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2013/may/052213-2.htm[7/17/2014 8:54:54 AM]

The Balboa Park
Commons contains
more than 20,000 rare
and significant
materials from the
museums in Balboa
Park, San Diego.
Launched on May 7,
the online resource
offers access to photos
and artifacts from
Mingei International
Museum, the Museum
of Photographic Arts,
San Diego Air and
Space Museum, San
Diego Museum of Man,
San Diego Natural
History Museum, the
San Diego Museum of
Art, and Timken
Museum of Art. The
Balboa Park Online
Collaborative is also
hoping to add more
San Diego-based
cultural institutions to
their roster in the
future.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site, Check out
our Featured Digital
Libraries Pinterest board.

Noted and
Quoted
“To me, [the library]
was a place where

AL Direct, May 22, 2013

completed in 2004 by artist Mary Brogger,
commemorates the 1886 Haymarket affair, a
significant event in the history of Chicago
labor relations and law enforcement. The
sculpture represents the wagon on which
labor leaders stood in a rally for the eighthour work day in Haymarket Square. The incident became an early
symbol for the labor movement and the establishment of May 1 labor
rallies in many cities. It’s located at 175 North Desplaines Street, the
nearest El stop is Clinton on the Green Line....

you get a hint there
was somewhere
called civilization. It
was the only place
where I would
willingly obey the
laws, like silence. It
was somewhere I
could find out about
things I was
interested in.”

The Thrillist guide to eating
around town

—Rolling Stones guitarist
Keith Richards, 69, admitting
that he still owed overdue
fines to the library in
Dartford, Kent, dating back to
the late 1950s, The Daily
Mirror (UK), May 22.

City of Chicago

Chicago’s food scene runs the gamut from
the humblest of hot dog joints to the
forefront of fine dining, with a whole
mountain of caloric goodness in between.
(Metaphorically speaking, of course, as it’s
actually quite flat here.) To make sure that even the slightest incline
will leave you gasping for air, Thrillist Senior Editor Matt Lynch is
bringing you his picks for grubbing around town....
Thrillist, May 3

Pack a pair of walking shoes

Christopher Berger, an exercise physiologist and professor at the
University of Indianapolis, has an uncommon view of airports and
business travel. Where some see an interminable wait, he sees an
invigorating walk. “Travel does not mean deconditioning,” Berger said.
“You’re stuck in a terminal for three hours, boo hoo, but you have a
climate-controlled place where you can walk literally for miles at some
airports if you want.”...
New York Times, Apr. 30

Go back to the Top

Division News
ASCLA hosts tour of juvenile
detention center library

Gain insight into the world of juvenile
corrections and juvenile correctional
librarianship by attending a July 1 tour of the
Cook County (Ill.) Juvenile Temporary
Detention Center and library at the 2013 ALA
Annual Conference, cohosted by ASCLA and Library Services for Youth
in Custody. The center’s school and library are operated by Chicago
Public Schools, and the library is staffed by a full-time school library
media specialist. To register, complete this form by June 7....
ASCLA, May 20

ASCLA events at Annual Conference

ASCLA will offer innovative and insightful preconferences, programs,
and events at the 2013 ALA Annual Conference in Chicago. This
year’s topics include disaster response, leadership development,
effective decision-making, accessibility, services to older adults, arts
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Calendar
June 4–7:

New Media
Consortium, Summer
Conference, Hilton
Head, South Carolina.

June 9–11:

Special Libraries
Association, Annual
Conference, San Diego
Convention Center.

June 10–13:

Association of
Christian Librarians,
Annual Conference,
Point Loma Nazarene
University, San Diego.

June 12–15:

American
International
Consortium of
Academic Libraries,
Annual Conference,
John Cabot University,
Rome, Italy. “New
Media, New Literacies,
New Models: LibraryIT-Faculty
Collaboration in a
Learning-Intensive
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programs for incarcerated youth, and service evaluation....
ASCLA, May 21

RUSA Literary Tastes

Four award-winning authors will be featured at the RUSA’s 2013 ALA
Annual Conference program, “Literary Tastes: Celebrating the Best
Reading of the Year” on June 30: Peter Heller, Jonathan Tropper,
Matti Friedman, and Lindsay Faye. Following the formal presentation,
authors will be available for book signings....
RUSA, May 21

Mystery writers will reveal all

United for Libraries will present “Shoot Between the Lines: Mystery
Writers Reveal All” on June 30 during the ALA Annual Conference in
Chicago. Don’t have a clue? Come to this program and hear from Jeff
Abbott, John Dufresne, Sara Gran, Michael Harvey, Lars Kepler, and
Ingrid Thoft, who’d like to share theirs with you. Barbara Hoffert will
moderate....
United for Libraries, May 21

PLA opens special registration for PLA 2014

PLA is now offering Special Registration for its PLA 2014 Conference,
March 11–15, in Indianapolis. This is an (extra) early registration
period for general conference registration only. Housing reservations,
as well as preconference and special event registration, will be
available September 4, when Early Bird Registration opens....
PLA, May 21

David Sedaris will close the PLA
2014 Conference

Attendees at the PLA 2014 Conference, March
11–15, in Indianapolis will want to stay through
the end to enjoy humorist and author David
Sedaris (right) at the PLA 2014 Closing Session.
Sedaris is a master of satire and one of the most
observant writers addressing the human
condition today, as well as the author of the
newly released Let’s Explore Diabetes with Owls. Special Registration
is now open for PLA 2014....
PLA, May 21

Tony Wagner to open AASL National
Conference

Harvard education innovator Tony Wagner (right) will
headline the opening general session at AASL’s 16th
National Conference and Exhibition, November 14–17,
in Hartford, Connecticut. His presentation will draw on
his more than 25 years of education consulting
experience focused on creating strategies to improve
learning for all students. Registration for the
conference is now open....
AASL, May 16

Make your website accessible

“Accessibility Is Usability,” a new webinar hosted by ASCLA, will tackle
web accessibility and its strong connection to usability and will discuss
adaptive technologies, how to write accessible website code, and how
to check a website for accessibility. The webinar is on May 31 and will
be presented by Christopher Corrigan. Registration will close on May
30....
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World.”

June 14:

exLibris Bluegrass
User Group, Annual
Conference,
Georgetown (Ky.)
College.

June 19–20:

Handheld Librarian
Online Conference,
“Encouraging
Innovation and
Technology.”

July 4–7:

Early Book Society,
Biennial Conference,
University of St.
Andrews, Fife,
Scotland. “Networks of
Influence: Readers,
Owners, and Makers of
MSS and Printed
Books, 1350–1550.”

Oct. 9–11:

Association of
Bookmobile and
Outreach Services,
Annual Conference,
Baton Rouge,
Louisiana.

Oct. 18–19:

American Printing
History Association,
Annual Conference,
Grolier Club, New York,
New York. “Seeing
Color/Printing Color.”

Nov. 1–6:

Association for
Information Science
and Technology,
Annual Conference,
Centre Sheraton,
Montreal, Quebec,
Canada. “Beyond the
Cloud: Rethinking
Information
Boundaries.”

Nov. 7–10:

American Society for
Theatre Research /
Theatre Library

AL Direct, May 22, 2013
ASCLA, May 21

Bring your own lessons

During “BYOL: Bring Your Own Lessons into the 21st Century,” AASL’s
newest e-Academy course, participants will learn about AASL’s Best
Websites for Teaching and Learning and how best to integrate them
into a lesson plan. The facilitators will then walk participants through
the submission of their plan to the Standards for the 21st-Century
Learner Lesson Plan Database. This six-week, self-paced course
facilitated by Liz Deskins and Christina Dorr will begin June 24.
Registration and additional course information are available online....
AASL, May 20

SLR editor search extended

AASL has extended the application deadline for the
volunteer editor/coeditor position for its peer-reviewed
online research journal, School Library Research
(SLR). Applicants now have until May 31 to submit
their applications. Responsibilities include setting the
scope and tone of the journal, managing editorial activities and the
refereeing process, and soliciting high-quality articles. Additional
information is available on the AASL website....
AASL, May 16

Association, Joint
Conference, Fairmont
Dallas Hotel, Texas.
“The Post-Thematic
Conference.”

@

More...

Contact Us

American Libraries
Direct

AL Direct is a free electronic
newsletter emailed every
Wednesday to personal
members of the American
Library Association and
subscribers.

Read! Build! Play! 2013 Summer
Reading List

ALSC has teamed up with Lego Duplo to
create the Read! Build! Play! 2013 Summer
Reading List, which features recommended titles that inspire play for
children age 5 and under. It is free to download, along with a parent
activity guide. The guide includes inspirational building instructions
matched with each book for children and their caregivers....

George M. Eberhart,
Editor:
geberhart@ala.org

ALSC, May 21

Joe Thompson elected RUSA president

Joe Thompson (right), associate director of Western
Maryland Regional Library in Hagerstown, has been
elected RUSA president for 2014–2015. He also serves
as liaison between the Maryland Association of Public
Library Administrators and Citizens for Maryland
Libraries, the statewide Friends group. Learn a little bit
more about Thompson with this fun Q&A put together
by the RUSA staff....

Beverly Goldberg,
Senior Editor:
bgoldberg@ala.org

Phil Morehart,
Associate Editor:
pmorehart@ala.org

RUSA Blog, May 20

Mary Page elected ALCTS president

Mary Page (right), associate director for collections
and technical services at the University of Central
Florida, has been elected ALCTS president for 2014–
2015. She has served as director-at-large for the
ALCTS Board of Directors, cochair of its Program
Committee, and chair of its Continuing Resources
Section. Page has also served as president of the
North American Serials Interest Group....
ALCTS, May 17

Go back to the Top

Awards & Grants
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Mariam Pera,
Associate Editor:
mpera@ala.org

Sanhita SinhaRoy,
Managing Editor,
American Libraries:
ssinharoy@ala.org

AL Direct, May 22, 2013

2013 Phyllis Dain Library History Award

Sharon McQueen (right) has won the Library History
Round Table’s 2013 Phyllis Dain Library History Award
for her dissertation, The Story of “The Story of
Ferdinand”: The Creation of a Cultural Icon. The
dissertation, which the committee suspects may be
nearly publication-ready, will serve as a model for
future histories of such other popular publications as the Harry Potter
books. McQueen earned her degree from the University of Wisconsin–
Madison SLIS, where she is currently an honorary fellow....
Office for Research and Statistics, May 16

Laurie D. Borman,
Editor and Publisher,
American Libraries:
lborman@ala.org
To advertise in American
Libraries Direct, contact:

Doug Lewis:
dglewis@ala.org

National School Library Programs of the Year

Swan Valley High School in Saginaw, Michigan; New Augusta South
Elementary School in Indianapolis; and Pennsylvania Avenue School in
Atlantic City, New Jersey, have received AASL 2013 National School
Library Program of the Year Awards. The schools will receive a portion
of $10,000 toward their school library programs. AASL award
recipients will be honored at the AASL Awards Luncheon during the
2013 ALA Annual Conference in Chicago....

Katie Bane:
kbane@ala.org
Send news and feedback:
aldirect@ala.org

AASL, May 21

2013 EMIERT Distinguished Librarian
Award

Ghada Elturk (right), outreach librarian at the
Boulder (Colo.) Public Library, is the 2013 recipient
of the Ethnic and Multicultural Information Exchange
Round Table Distinguished Librarian Award. The
award recognizes a librarian for outstanding
achievement in developing creative multicultural
materials and programs....
Ethnic and Multicultural Information Exchange Round Table, May 21

RUSA awards reception

Celebrate the year’s winners of RUSA’s achievement awards in adult
reference and library services at the RUSA Awards Reception and
Volunteer Appreciation Party on June 30. Nearly two dozen awards,
including the Isadore Gilbert Mudge Award, RUSA’s highest honor
recognizing distinguished contributions to the field of reference
librarianship, will be presented....
RUSA, May 21

2013 Gordon M. Conable Conference
Scholarship

The Freedom to Read Foundation has named Amanda
Meeks (right) the sixth recipient of the Gordon M.
Conable Conference Scholarship. The grant will provide
for Meeks’s expenses to attend the 2013 ALA Annual
Conference in Chicago. As part of the scholarship,
Meeks will attend various FTRF and intellectual
freedom meetings....
Freedom to Read Foundation, May 21

2013 Banned Books Week grants

The Freedom to Read Foundation, through its Judith F. Krug Memorial
Fund, has announced seven $1,000 grants to libraries, schools, and
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community organizations in support of Banned Books Week events.
Banned Books Week, which will take place September 22–28,
celebrates the freedom to access information, while drawing attention
to the harms of censorship....
Freedom to Read Foundation, May 21

Eight receive grant to attend PLA 2014

Eight public librarians who demonstrated their involvement in
exceptional literacy programs have received the Innovations in
Literacy Scholarship from PLA. The recipients will be awarded $1,000
for registration and travel to the PLA 2014 Conference in Indianapolis,
March 11–15. This new scholarship is funded by a generous donation
from the Cambria Estate Winery....
PLA, May 20

2012 ARLIS/NA Distinguished Service
Award (PDF file)

The Art Libraries Society of North America has
presented Edward C. Goodman (right) with its 2012
Distinguished Service Award, the society’s highest
honor. Goodman was cited for his work as general
editor of the Avery Index, one of the world’s premier
architectural indexes, as well as his service to the
society....

Art Libraries Society of North America, May 16

2012 FEDLINK Awards for federal
librarianship

The Federal Library and Information Network
(FEDLINK) has announced the winners of its
national awards for federal librarianship, which
recognize the many innovative ways that federal
libraries, librarians, and library technicians fulfill the
information demands of government, business, and
scholarly communities and the American public.
The award winners were honored at the 2013 FEDLINK Spring
Exposition on May 22 at the Library of Congress. Joyce Greene
(above) was named 2012 Federal Librarian of the Year....
Library of Congress, May 15

2013 Carle Museum honorees

The Eric Carle Museum of Picture Book Art has
announced the 2013 Carle Honors to be celebrated at
Guastavino’s in New York City on September 26. The
eighth annual benefit will pay tribute to the talented
people who have made the picture book such a
vibrant and impactful art form in America. This year,
the Carle will honor individuals in four categories. In
the artist category, the museum has chosen Chris Van
Allsburg (right), the artist and author of Jumanji and The Polar
Express....
Children’s Literature Network, May 20

2012 Nebula Award winners

The Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers of America
has named the winners of the 2012 Nebula Awards
that recognize the best works of science fiction or
fantasy published in the US during the previous year.
The awards were announced at the Nebula Awards
Weekend held in San José, California, May 16–20. The
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winner in the Best Novel category was Kim Stanley
Robinson for 2312 (Orbit). The Andre Norton Award
for YA was given to E. C. Myers for Fair Coin (Pyr)....
Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers of America, May 20

2013 Romantic Novel of the Year

Jenny Colgan’s Welcome to Rosie Hopkins’ Sweet Shop
of Dreams (Sphere) was chosen Romantic Novel of the
Year 2013 by the Romantic Novelists’ Association at the
group’s summer party held in London on May 16. The
story is a romantic comedy set in rural Derbyshire in the
English Midlands. The RNA judges praised the “element
of surprise” in the book, describing it as “unusual in a
romantic novel.”...
BBC News, May 16

2013 Left Coast Crime Awards

The 2013 Lefty award for most humorous mystery
novel went to Brad Parks for The Girl Next Door
(Minotaur). The award is one of several given out at
the Left Coast Crime conference, organized by fans of
mystery fiction that takes place in the western US. The
Rocky award, for the best mystery novel set in the
Left Coast Crime geographical region, went to Craig
Johnson for As the Crow Flies (Viking)....
Left Coast Crime

2013 Orwell Book Prize

Law professor A. T. Williams has won the 2013 Orwell
Book Prize for political writing for his investigation into
the killing of hotel receptionist Baha Mousa by British
Army soldiers in Iraq. A Very British Killing was said
by judges to be “written in the spirit” of George
Orwell’s journalism. With a controlled ferocity Williams
details the shameful treatment of Mousa and other
Iraqis in Basra in 2003. The £3,000 ($4,580 US) prize
was awarded at a ceremony in London on May 15....
The Guardian (UK), May 15

2013 British Sports Book Awards

The 11th annual British Sports Book Awards were
announced May 21 at a ceremony held at the Lord’s
Cricket Ground in London. The awards, in 10
categories, are a celebration of the very best in sports
writing. The winner in the Best Biography category
was David Walsh’s Seven Deadly Sins: My Pursuit of
Lance Armstrong (Simon and Schuster). All winning
books will be entered into a public online vote to find
The Times Sports Book of the Year....
British Sports Book Awards, May 22

Independent Foreign Fiction Prize

Dutch writer Gerbrand Bakker has won this year’s
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£10,000 ($15,150 US) Independent Foreign Fiction
Prize with his novel The Detour, published by Harvill
Secker. Bakker will share the prize money with the
title’s English translator, David Colmer. The Detour
follows Emilie, a translation professor and Emily
Dickinson scholar, who retreats from her life in the
Netherlands to an isolated farm house in Wales
following an affair with a student....
The Bookseller, May 21

2013 Bollinger Everyman Wodehouse
Prize

Howard Jacobson has won the Bollinger Everyman
Wodehouse Prize for the second time. The author won
the comic writing prize for Zoo Time, a novel about a
novelist who is distracted from writing by the
provocative presence of his highly strung wife and her
alluring mother. He first won the prize, which
celebrates books capturing P. G. Wodehouse’s comic
spirit, for The Mighty Waltzer in 2000....
The Independent (UK), May 15

Go back to the Top

Libraries in the News
LAC head steps down amid controversy

Canada’s librarians and archivists are urging the
federal government to appoint someone from their own
professional ranks to replace the chief of Library and
Archives Canada (LAC) who quit May 15 amid
questions about his spending. Daniel Caron (right), an
economist and career public servant, was deeply
unpopular with library and archival professionals who
accused him of muzzling his staff and neglecting key areas of the
venerable national collector’s mandate. With the dust settling on the
resignation, there were immediate calls for a new style of leadership
at LAC....
Ottawa Citizen, May 16

Former Detroit library official charged in bribery
scheme

A former top official of the Detroit Public Library was indicted May 21
on allegations that he took bribes and kickbacks totaling $1.4 million
—money that could have saved branches closed by the struggling
system. The 21-count indictment of former chief administrative officer
Timothy Cromer and two contractors followed a November raid by the
FBI of library offices and his home. The charges did not shock library
officials and patrons—but the size of the alleged bribes did....
Detroit News, May 22
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School district retains Walter Dean
Myers’s Monster

District 97 in Oak Park, Illinois, will not remove the
novel Monster from its reading curriculum based on a
mid-May decision by school administrators after a
review of the book. Seven families filed a
reconsideration request April 16, citing the book’s
mature themes: violence, drug use, sex among minors,
and “racially offensive” language. Monster, a courtroom
drama by Walter Dean Myers about an African-American teen on trial
for murder, told from the lead character’s point of view, has been
taught in the district middle school since 2008....
Oak Park (Ill.) Wednesday Journal, May 14

Parents challenge school library’s Little
Black Book for Girlz

A parent’s concern about a library book in Taft High
School in Lincoln City, Oregon, has sparked concerns
about age-appropriate materials and opened discussion
on what parents can do if they object to such materials.
Bridget O’Donnell said she was horrified when she
found out her daughter had brought home The Little
Black Book For Girlz: A Book on Healthy Sexuality. “It
is simply too graphic for a seventh grader and for my daughter,”
O’Donnell said. Principal Scott Reed said he is reviewing O’Donnell’s
request....
Lincoln City (Oreg.) News Guard, May 15

William & Mary alumni gain access
to JSTOR

More than 90,000 alumni of the College of
William & Mary in Williamsburg, Virginia, now have access to JSTOR,
thanks to the library’s participation in JSTOR’s Alumni Access
program. Alumni can freely use all JSTOR collections licensed by
W&M’s Swem Library. Swem is only one of 47 university libraries
worldwide participating in the program....
William & Mary News and Events, May 21

New joint academic library
facility in Texas

The University of Texas and Texas A&M
University systems will celebrate the
opening of their Joint Library Facility (right)
on May 24 at Texas A&M’s Riverside
Campus located west of Bryan. The $6.3 million, 18,000-square-foot
library facility will house about 1 million books culled from the general
and reference collections of the state’s preeminent universities and
make them available for use by other academic or medical
institutions. The facility will keep the burden of storage costs off the
individual campuses in both systems....
University of Texas at Austin Libraries, May 21

Girl Scout troop advocates for
Brooklyn branch

If there was a merit badge for tenacity, this
hard-headed group of Girl Scouts would earn
it. The 17 girls of Troop 2657 are fighting the
proposed sale of the Brooklyn (N.Y.) Public
Library’s Pacific branch in which they hold
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their weekly meetings. The library is hoping
to raise money to open a newer branch two blocks away, but the girls
and their parents say they have filed papers to have the library
considered for landmark status, and they are enlisting the support of
city officials....
New York Daily News, May 20

Westport’s Comic-Con was super fun

Fans of all sorts of super heroes, caped crusaders,
intergalactic warriors, and sleuthing iconoclasts blasted
into the Westport (Conn.) Public Library on May 18 for
the first Westport Comic-Con. The library organized the
celebration, which featured a range of activities in
addition to costumed characters, such as talent
showcases, merchandise, and displays of comic art
skills. Teen Services Librarian Jaina Lewis (right)
credited two teen volunteers with coming up with the
idea for the event....
Westport (Conn.) News, May 19

Library plugs in electric-vehicle
charging station

Dozens of Bay Area electric-vehicle owners
turned out to celebrate the dedication of
two electric-vehicle charging stations at
Santa Clara (Calif.) Public Library’s Central
Park branch May 11 as city officials
symbolically cut a gasoline hose. “Library
patrons can charge their cars while taking a computer class or
attending a gardening or financial literacy program,” said Adult
Services Librarian Mary Boyle. The project was funded by the US
Department of Energy and Silicon Valley Power....
Santa Clara (Calif.) Weekly, May 15

Web-connected libraries for
Africa

With an initial funding of $50,000 from
Kickstarter, library startup Librii is
building its first “eHub” prototype: a
shipping container filled with computers,
printers, and training materials,
connected to a simple, low-cost study center that will let visitors
access information, print materials and, crucially, contribute back to
the project and the web at large. Once the prototype is tested, a
partnership with the University of Ghana and Librarians Without
Borders will start importing the containers and their contents to
Africa, following the frontiers of fiber-optic cable as they push into the
continent. Watch the Librii video (4:18)....
The Guardian (UK), May 18; Vimeo, Jan.

Welsh fire started by worker’s
blowtorch

A fire that gutted a section of roof at the
National Library of Wales on April 26 was
started accidentally by workers using a
blowtorch, an investigation has found. Mid and
West Wales Fire and Rescue Service said the
propane-powered device set fire to wood behind some external
cladding. Two workers had been carrying out repairs to a flat roof at
the library in Aberystwyth when the blaze started....
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Issues
Teens, social media, and privacy

According to a new Pew Internet & American Life survey, teens are
sharing more information about themselves on social media sites than
they have in the past, but they are also taking a variety of technical
and nontechnical steps to manage their privacy. Yet teen social media
users do not express a high level of concern about third parties (such
as businesses or advertisers) accessing their data; just 9% say they
are “very” concerned. While Facebook remains the most commonly
used social media site, teen Twitter use has grown significantly....
Pew Internet & American Life Project, May 21

Creation, consumption, and
the library

Lane Wilkinson writes: “Last week I had
an interesting Twitter conversation
regarding a popular rhetorical strategy
surrounding makerspaces, New Librarianship, participatory culture,
and the other assorted big ideas for the future of libraries. I think
makerspaces are pretty cool and I certainly don’t want anyone to
think I want to be slagging on making, hacking, or tinkering but, even
though makerspaces are rad, they’re being marketed with some
pretty suspect rhetoric. Let me give you a few examples.”...
Sense and Reference, May 21

Copyright’s constitutional chameleon

John Duffy, Peter Strauss, and Michael Herz write: “Earlier this year,
more than 100,000 citizens petitioned the White House to overturn a
copyright rule issued by the Librarian of Congress that made
unlocking a cellphone a crime. The White House promised to seek
legislation to overturn the Librarian’s rule. The New York Times
reported that because LC and the Copyright Office are part of the
legislative branch, the White House could not simply overturn the
ruling. Yet the Department of Justice has been vigorously arguing
precisely the contrary constitutional position in the federal courts.”...
Concurring Opinions, May 17

Government edicts should be free from copyright

Carl Malamud writes: “105 law professors and law librarians have
endorsed a call to change US Copyright law to exclude edicts of
government. Edicts are ‘the law’ and include all pronouncements of
government that are binding on citizens and residents, including
statutes, regulations, court opinions, and legally-mandated codes.”...
Boing Boing, May 16

Intellectual property access for
the world

On May 14, five members of Congress
signed a letter to Acting US Trade
Representative Demetrios Marantis backing an extension of a World
Trade Organization waiver exempting least-developed countries (LDCs)
from enforcing intellectual property rights and other international
agreements until an LDC graduates from impoverished status. The
waiver would affect the price, availability, and use of resources in
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libraries for education, research, and personal development, as well
as access to affordable medicines, agricultural goods, and renewable
technologies....
District Dispatch, May 16

Go back to the Top

Tech Talk
Why 3D printing is overhyped

Nick Allen writes: “People see images or videos of
3D printed mechanisms, 3D printed tables, material
3D prints, and of course guns—and then they see
that they can buy one for under $800 and think
‘Wow! I can do all this at home. This is the future!’
And it is, in some respects. But that doesn’t mean
to say that you will do it yourself or that it will decentralize
manufacturing. So here we go, my list of reasons 3D printing isn’t all
you think it’s cracked up to be.”...
Gizmodo, May 17; Outdoor Hype, May 10

The 10 most important things
Google announced at I/O

Chloe Albanesius writes: “Google spent more than
three hours at its I/O conference May 15,
showing off what’s next for Android, Chrome,
Google Search, and more. There were no eyepopping demos like last year's sky-diving Google Glass extravaganza,
and we didn’t see any hardware announcements, save for Google’s
version of the Galaxy S 4. Still, there were several things that caught
our attention.”...
PC Magazine, May 16

Why Google Glass is creepy

David Pogue writes: “Every new technology
causes initial public discomfort. But when I
finally got to try Google Glass, I realized that
they don’t put anything in front of your eyes.
You still make eye contact when you talk. You
still see the road ahead. The screen is so tiny,
it doesn’t block your normal vision. No, the biggest obstacle is the
smugness of people who wear Glass—and the deep discomfort of
everyone who doesn’t.” Geek’s Russell Holly spent 48 hours wearing
Glass fitted onto his existing glasses and reports on the experience....
Scientific American, May 21; Geek, May 21

Coding and collaboration on
GitHub

Eric Phetteplace writes: “Git is open-source
version-control software. You don’t need to
rely on any third-party service to use it, and
you can benefit from many of its features
even if you’re working on your own. GitHub,
on the other hand, is a company that hosts
Git repositories on their website. If you allow your code to be publicly
viewable, then you can host your repository for free. If you want to
have a private repository, then you have to pay for a subscription.”...
ACRL TechConnect Blog, May 20
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Yahoo acquires Tumblr

Yahoo announced May 20 that it is buying the blogging site Tumblr
with the express promise “not to screw it up.” The company made
the announcement after days of speculation that the web giant would
scoop up the fast-growing blogging site. Yahoo said in a release that
the deal is worth approximately $1.1 billion, “substantially all of which
is payable in cash.”...
Washington Post, May 20
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E-Content
AL’s Digital Supplement on ebooks

Digital Content: What’s Next, the third
supplement on ebooks and digital content from
American Libraries, launched May 22.
Contributing to the supplement are ALA
President Maureen Sullivan, ALA Executive
Director Keith Michael Fiels, ALA PresidentElect Barbara Stripling, and others. Clifford
Lynch, executive director of the Coalition for
Networked Information, provides an overall assessment of the library
ebook situation, concluding that “the reality has been appalling.”...
AL: E-Content blog, May 22

Random House library sampler

Christopher Harris writes: “This summer,
Random House is reaching out to libraries
with an ebook preview sampler that offers
chapters from nine books by new authors.
This is wonderful recognition of the vital role
that libraries play in building an audience for
emerging authors. And yet, I have a couple of
bits of constructive criticism. It is unfortunate
that the sampler only provides the first chapter of each book.”...
AL: E-Content blog, May 22

New survey on self-published
ebooks

Smashwords founder Mark Coker writes: “For
our study this year, we analyzed over $12
million in sales for a collection of 120,000
Smashwords ebooks published between May 1,
2012, through March 31, 2013. The survey
attempted to identify viral catalysts by analyzing the common
characteristics of bestselling (and poor-selling) Smashwords ebooks.”
Key findings include: longer books sell better; $2.99 is the most
common price point; and indie authors have a slight advantage over
traditionally published authors....
The Huffington Post: Blog, May 16

Steve Jobs, in the e-library, with a
dollar sign

Christopher Harris writes: “A recently released
email from Steve Jobs (right) to James Murdoch of
News Corporation, which owns HarperCollins, shows
just how involved the late Apple executive was in
developing the agency model and increasing ebook
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prices. Interpretation of his email varies widely,
however. The core of the issue is one sentence where Jobs mentions
numbers: ‘Throw in with Apple and see if we can all make a go of this
to create a real mainstream ebooks market at $12.99 and $14.99.’”...
AL: E-Content blog, May 17

DPLA raises many questions

Lucy Bernholz writes: “Digital materials raise deep
questions about ownership, permanence, and access. In its
approach to each of these questions, the Digital Public
Library of America (DPLA) is on the frontier of what
building a digital civil society will require. Like the Mozilla Foundation,
Creative Commons, and WikiMedia, the DPLA is a nonprofit built
entirely around data and people. Here are some of the ways these
‘digital civil society’ institutions matter.”...
MediaShift, May 16

Califa launches Enki

The Califa Library Group and Contra Costa County
(Calif.) Library on May 20 officially announced the
beta launch of Enki Library, a new ebook platform
designed to host and lend library-managed ebooks
using the Douglas County (Colo.) Libraries model. Named after the
Sumerian god of mischief, creativity, and intelligence, Enki went live
at CCCL and the San Francisco Public Library on May 6, and will soon
serve multiple libraries in California....
Library Journal: The Digital Shift, May 20

Ebook sales a boon to publishers in 2012

Ebook sales, especially in the thriving romance genre, gave the book
business a lift in 2012, according to a survey of publishers released
May 15. The survey revealed that ebooks now account for 20% of
publishers’ revenues, up from 15% in 2011. Publishers’ net revenues
in 2012 were $15 billion, up from $14 billion in 2011. The annual
survey, known as BookStats, was compiled by two trade groups, the
Association of American Publishers and the Book Industry Study
Group....
New York Times, May 15

Digital book signings: The technology

Beth Bacon writes: “Digital book authors and
publishers who are seeking to enrich their
relationships with readers find digital signatures an
effective way to connect with their most ardent
fans. Today, authors have several e-signature
options to choose from. Some services allow
authors to sign the digital book itself, others offer
the e-signature as a separate document. They are
available in a range of prices and service levels.
Here are a few e-signature options.”...
Digital Book World, May 21

Harris named to T.H.E. Journal advisory
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board

American Libraries E-Content blogger Christopher
Harris (right), coordinator of the school library system
for Genesee Valley (N.Y.) Educational Partnership, has
been appointed for a two-year term to a new advisory
board that will help guide T.H.E. Journal in its new life
as a multimedia publication. The journal is a leading
magazine covering technology in K–12 education. Harris is the only
librarian on the eight-person board....
1105 Media Education Group, May 20
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Books & Reading
Evaluating summer reading
programs

Joe Matthews writes: “One of the common
assumptions about summer reading programs
is that they are valuable. Reading practice
improves word recognition, builds vocabulary,
improves fluency and comprehension, is a
powerful source of world knowledge, and is a way to develop
understandings of complex written language syntax and grammar. But
there is little literature on evaluating these programs. What there is
can be conveniently divided into two broad categories: summer school
programs and public library summer reading programs.”...
Public Libraries Online, May 10

Summertime and the listening is easy

Mary Burkey writes: “May is Mystery Month here at
Booklist, but why not spend the whole summer with
the very best narrators sharing great stories? Your
library is gearing up for summer reading programs,
so why not add in-car family listening to your
promotions? No matter if the trip is down the block
or across the country, shared listening is a great way
to foster family bonding. Looking for audiobook titles that will satisfy
young listeners while maintaining adult interest? Here are some
suggestions.”...
Booklist Online: Audiobooker, May 21

Author appearances: Four proposed
categories

Matthew Dicks writes: “Not every author reads
for 45 minutes. Many tell stories about writing
their book. They talk about their writing process.
They share the sources of inspiration. Some will
happily answer dozens of questions. Quite a few
are genuinely entertaining. I would like to
propose breaking the author appearance down
into four distinct categories and advertise all
future events using these categories: the Signing, the Reading, the
Book Talk, and the Author Talk.”...
Grin and Bare It, May 15

10 action-packed SF novels
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Charlie Jane Anders writes: “It’s summer movie
season, the time when blockbuster films come out
every week and we pit Vin Diesel against Wolverine.
But how do you keep that cineplex excitement alive
when you’re at home on the couch? With books! Here
are 10 science fiction novels that pack more non-stop
thrills than Fast & Furious 6. Really.” For example, The
Iron Duke by Meljean Brook is basically your standard
“buddy cop romance in a steampunk post-apocalyptic
world with zombies” kind of story....
io9, May 21

22 pandemic books to plague readers

Carrie Bailey writes: “If you’ve been following the
outbreak of the H7N9 bird flu with morbid fascination,
you know the World Health Organization and the
Chinese government don’t want people to panic…yet.
Our natural fear of deadly viruses is rooted firmly in
history and set ablaze by our imagination. So before
you succumb to H7N9, here are 22 books, both fiction
and nonfiction, about disease and death.”...
The Bookshop Blog, Apr. 22

Imaginary YA books in Moonrise
Kingdom

Adam B. Vary writes: “In Wes Anderson’s
2012 indie film Moonrise Kingdom, 12year-old Suzy (Kara Hayward) packs an
unusual set of items for her runaway
adventure with her pen-pal boyfriend, Sam
(Jared Gilman): A half-dozen (fictitious)
storybooks she stole from the library, three of which she reads aloud
over the course of the film. Anderson commissioned six artists to
create the books’ evocative jacket covers.” Watch the EW video
(4:14) in which Bob Balaban’s librarian character takes us through the
reading sections of each of these books....
Entertainment Weekly, June 7, 2012

Feel-good YA lit

Amanda Margis writes: “There are many uplifting and
positive YA books that bypass heavier subjects. Sure,
we still love the dystopias, zombies, and drama-filled
love triangles, but sometimes we need a good story
with a happy and satisfying ending. Inspired by a teen
reader who came to me recently looking for a book
that would ‘just make me feel good,’ here are some
books that will make you smile, laugh, and maybe cry
—but only happy tears.”...
YALSA The Hub, May 15

A teen’s-eye view of The Great
Gatsby

Teen blogger Halle M. writes: “I read the book
by F. Scott Fitzgerald in school a few months ago
and was fairly certain that I’d like it, but I never
expected to enjoy it as much as I did. In my
experience, school makes reading books way less
fun than it should be. But I ended up thinking Fitzgerald is a genius,
an amazing writer, and a brilliant storyteller. I was also very excited
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to see Baz Luhrmann’s The Great Gatsby in 3D. It’s a story that still
resonates in 2013, and it’s definitely a book I’ll be reading again and
a movie I’ll be seeing again.”...
YALSA The Hub, May 17

Kids can vote for their favorite
comics

Kids’ Comics Revolution!, a podcast
dedicated to spotlighting the expanding
worlds of kids’ comics and kid lit, announces the first annual KCR
Comics Awards, which will honor the best comic books and graphic
novels for kids published across the US and Canada. From now
through June 23, kids can vote online. KCR hosts Dave Roman and
Jerzy Drozd collaborated with editor Chris Duffy and the Ann Arbor
(Mich.) District Library to develop the awards....
It’s Yaytime!, May 8

New Irish stamp features an
entire short story

Ireland’s newest stamp features an entire
short story written by a talented Dublin
teenager. The 60-euro-cent stamp was
commissioned to celebrate Dublin’s
permanent designation as a UNESCO City of
Literature in 2010. It was unveiled at Roddy
Doyle’s Fighting Words Centre on May 21. The bright yellow rectangle
includes all 224 words of Eoin Moore’s short story, which strives to
capture the “essence” of the Irish capital city....
Journal Media, May 21
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Tips & Ideas
A librarian’s guide to BEA 2013

Margaret Heilbrun and Henrietta ThorntonVerma write: “Changes are afoot at BookExpo
America, and they mean more of everything.
Along with a return to weekend hours—the
show now runs from May 29 through June 1—
there is now a third author stage. Attendees
will find almost 300 autograph signings on the three stages, as well
as the relocated BEA Editors’ Buzz sessions, which cover children’s,
YA, and adult books. Here are the offerings that are best for
librarians.”...
Library Journal, May 15

Building teen services from
scratch

Gretchen Kolderup writes: “During my
first professional position I found myself
building a teen services program from
scratch at a public library in a small
town. This article isn’t going to be a
practical how-to guide for others. Instead, it is a collection of personal
reflections on four things—the value of data, the importance of
having a vision, how much relationships matter, and the value of
professional community—that I wish I’d appreciated when I was
beginning to build our teen services program.”...
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In the Library with the Lead Pipe, May 22

Shared governance and library faculty

Sue Wiegand writes: “Should librarians participate in shared
governance? In my experience, the answer to that is an unequivocal
yes. The experience is so rich and the opportunities for interaction
with classroom faculty so rewarding, that I think librarians should let
their voices be heard in their academic communities whenever
possible. Shared governance and faculty status lets the librarian voice
be heard, lest students enter the library to do research and find
there’s nothing there to support it.”...
ACRLog, May 22

Autism and online learning: A guide for teachers

Autism affects more than 2 million people in the US and tens of
millions worldwide. But it hasn’t always been this way. Statistics show
a tenfold increase in autism in the past 40 years, and prevalence
rates are increasing 10%–17% each year. With autism on the rise,
many schools struggle to meet their needs. But tech tools and virtual
learning environments present an opportunity to better serve autistic
students with flexibility and resources that are well suited to guide
them in learning....
Education Database Online Blog, Apr. 5

Library delegation to Costa Rica

Consider this once-in-a-lifetime experience: a
custom-designed library and information services
delegation to Costa Rica in November. Former ALA
President Camila A. Alire is working with People to
People to promote personal visits by library
professionals to their counterparts in other countries.
Alire will lead the first tour to Costa Rica, November 30–December 7.
Apply by September 1....
People to People, May 16

Google News searches turn up incomplete results

Robert Epstein was searching for links to add to his website when he
noticed something peculiar: Although articles about one of his
research topics showed up in Google’s main web search and in other
search engines, Epstein could no longer find them on Google News.
That made Epstein—a psychologist who has written about whether
search engine results can influence elections—wonder whether Google
was making his work on that topic more difficult to find....
Washington Post, May 15

The types of people I met in job interviews in May

Jacob Berg writes: “Over the past two weeks at my place of work, we
interviewed five people for a part-time position in the library that is
either a part-time librarian position, the adjunct, or an intern position.
We brought five people in for interviews. Some had extensive library
experience, and all appeared, on paper, as both trainable and
interesting.” Here is how they stacked up. (Applicants, there could be
some hidden advice in this summary.)...
BeerBrarian, May 20

A cabinet of gold

Martha Kennedy writes: “The new Library of
Congress exhibition, ‘The Gibson Girl’s America:
Drawings by Charles Dana Gibson,’ features works
by a great American master of pen-and-ink
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drawing selected from the library’s Cabinet of
American Illustration. The story of how drawings
by Gibson (1867–1944) and other illustrators
became part of the cabinet presents a fascinating
case history of building a collection. A special
initiative launched in the 1930s, the cabinet came into being largely
through the dedicated efforts of William F. Patten.”...
Library of Congress Blog, May 20

Artists in the archives

On a recent afternoon, Carla Rae Johnson
riffled through an array of cards in one of the
narrow wooden drawers of a card catalog at
the Greenburgh Public Library in Elmsford,
New York. But she wasn’t doing research, and
the cards she was examining had nothing to
do with books. She was inspecting her installation, the “Alternet,” a
50-drawer card catalog that she repurposed to hold more than 15,000
three-by-five-inch works of original visual art. The “Alternet” is one of
three side-by-side installations that make up “Artists in the Archives:
A Collection of Card Catalogs.”...
New York Times, May 18

Cornell papyrus leads to detective story

Gwen Glazer writes: “In 1889, Andrew Dickson White’s
extensive travels found him in Cairo, where he
purchased an 8-foot-long papyrus scroll found in an
ancient tomb. A museum conservator told White it
was Spell 125 from The Book of the Dead, a
traditional Egyptian funeral text. White shipped it to
Cornell University and no one translated the scroll
after it arrived in the library’s archives—until now,
when a collections assistant in the Division of Rare
and Manuscript Collections examined it carefully.”...
Cornell Chronicle, May 17

Learning to write the alphabet

Heather Wolfe writes: “Learning to write the alphabet
is one of the first stages of writing literacy. For early
modern English children, this meant first learning to
read the letters of the alphabet (printed in black letter)
from a hornbook (right). They then learned to write
the letters of the alphabet in one or both of the two
main handwritten scripts, secretary and italic. For this,
they relied on manuscript or printed copybooks or
exemplars, usually supplemented by instruction from a
writing master at a writing school, a private tutor or
family member, or an usher in a grammar school.”...
The Collation, May 13

Two awesome dollhouse
libraries

Tasha Brandstatter writes: “In the 1920s,
two women created dollhouses so fantastic
they’ve both been described as invaluable:
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Colleen Moore’s Fairy Castle and Queen
Mary’s Doll’s House. But among the many
tiny treasures in each house, the library collections are the most
fascinating.”...
Book Riot, May 20

Has YouTube changed everything?

YouTube’s accessibility, ease of use, and depth of content are strong
lures for music students. But do music teaching faculty and librarians
encourage this, and do they use it in their own research, teaching,
and work? This study surveyed over 9,000 music faculty and over 300
music librarians in the United States. It discovered that faculty and
librarians do not entirely share perspectives concerning the quality of
YouTube’s content, metadata, or copyright concerns....
College and Research Libraries preprint

Other ways to cut spending

(satire)

Mark Saal writes: “Brad Smith may not be the most hated man in
America. But the Ogden (Utah) School District superintendent is just
one cost-cutting measure away from becoming the most despised
person in Ogden after he fired the district’s 20 certified librarians.
After some extensive thought during commercial breaks on the
American Idol season finale, I’ve come up with a dozen suggestions
to put the Ogden School District back in the black. Number 1: Stop
heating and lighting school buildings.”...
Ogden (Utah) Standard-Examiner, May 20

Librarians + Beastie Boys =
Sabotage

This is perhaps the only music video
(3:07) dedicated to the exciting lives of
library security guards. It was directed
by the Mike and Duane Show, who are
apparently a musician/comedian duo in
the Chicago area. It was filmed at the Francis W. Parker School in
Chicago, with some of the library staff as actors. The soundtrack is
the Beastie Boys’ 1994 hit, “Sabotage.”...
Vimeo, May 16
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American Libraries Online
Youth Matters: Nonfiction
programming

Abby Johnson writes: “Almost every state in
the US has adopted the Common Core State
Standards, which emphasize that students
read literary nonfiction. A great way to
stimulate students’ curiosity and encourage
youngsters to pick up informational books is
to include nonfiction in your library programs. The many new
narrative nonfiction titles on your shelves are just waiting for you to
incorporate them into your programming.”...
American Libraries column, May

Outside/In: Libraries as content
creators

David Lee King and Michael Porter write:
“Content creation may seem like a novel
function for libraries, but it’s nothing new.
If you think back to the traditional library
of yesteryear (or even traditional services
in today’s library), you will notice many examples of content being
created: pathfinders, book reviews, newsletters, programming. Here
are some other ways libraries create content for customers, including
a video (1:15) from the Edmonton (Alberta) Public Library’s YouTube
channel.”...
American Libraries column, May; YouTube, Jan. 9, 2012

Last call for Library Design
Showcase submissions

This is the final week to submit your library
for American Libraries’ 2013 Library Design
Showcase, our annual feature celebrating the
best new and newly renovated or expanded
libraries of all types. To be eligible, projects
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ALA Annual Conference,
Chicago, June 27–July 2.
ALA Annual Conference is
just weeks away—and
registration rates increase
soon. Be sure you don’t
miss the June 21 advance
registration deadline so
you save and get the full
benefit of the best faceto-face professional
development and array of
fun events you’ll ever
find.
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must have been completed between January
1, 2012, and April 30, 2013. The deadline for submissions (PDF file) is
May 31....
American Libraries news, May 24
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ALA News
Interactive sessions at the Advocacy Corner

Interactive advocacy workshops, discussions, and presentations on
critical advocacy topics are the focus of the Advocacy Corner, June
29–30, in the Membership Pavilion at the 2013 ALA Annual
Conference in Chicago. Topics range from political action committees,
budget negotiations, and using Library Snapshot Day data in your
advocacy efforts to updates from ALSC, the Washington Office, the
Office for Library Advocacy, and the Campaign for America’s
Libraries....
Office for Library Advocacy, May 24

Adventures of a grassroots lobbyist

Penny Markey writes: “Earlier in May, more than 100 librarians and
supporters gathered in Washington for Library Legislation Day. The
goal was to remind members of Congress and White House staff of
the impact that library services make on education and the well-being
of individuals. We were also there to ask for their support for library
legislative issues. So what was it like to be a lobbyist for a day? I felt
like I was a cast member of The West Wing.”...
ALSC Blog, May 29

Interviews with federal librarians at Annual
Conference

Careers in Federal Libraries is hosting “A Day in the Life: Federal
Librarians on the Job,” live interviews with federal librarians June 29–
30 at the 2013 ALA Annual Conference in Chicago. Interviews will be
conducted by current LIS students who will ask federal librarians to
describe their careers, their agencies, opportunities for LIS graduates,
the top skills needed, and job-seeking strategies. The interviews will
be webcast live and archived for later listening....
Federal and Armed Forces Libraries Round Table, May 29

Protect the right to read

Ted Wegner writes: “ALA supports the Treaty for
the Blind (PDF file) by the World Intellectual
Property Organization (WIPO), which would allow
international book lending to print-disabled people by promoting an
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exception to copyright law. Negotiations are reaching a fever pitch,
with powerful corporations opposing the treaty. Sign this petition to
let the Obama Administration and the US delegation to WIPO know
you support the right to read for all.” Several obstacles have arisen in
recent months that compromise the passage of the treaty....
District Dispatch, May 23; American University Intellectual Property Brief, May 29

Archival preservation, fully updated

Archivists in all types of organizations face questions
on how to plan a preservation strategy in less than
perfect circumstances or deal with a sudden
emergency. The new second edition of Preserving
Archives, available through ALA Neal-Schuman,
considers the causes of threats to the basic material,
outlines the preservation options available, and offers
flexible solutions applicable in a variety of situations.
Authors Helen Forde and Jonathan Rhys-Lewis
thoroughly update the text with new material....
ALA Neal-Schuman, May 23

New edition of ALA Glossary

Featuring thousands of revised and new entries, the
fourth edition of the ALA Glossary of Library and
Information Science, published by ALA Editions, is a
thorough guide to the specific words that describe the
materials, processes, and systems relevant to the
field of librarianship. Editors Michael Levine-Clark and
Toni M. Carter, with a panel of experts from across
the LIS world, have thoroughly updated the glossary
to include the latest technical terms, covering
metadata, licensing, electronic resources, instruction, assessment,
readers’ advisory, and electronic workflow....
ALA Editions, May 28
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As Geronimo Stilton
would say, this poster
is tastier than Swiss
cheese. For Geronimo
Stilton, the fa-mousely funny editor-in-chief
of The Rodent’s
Gazette, amusing
adventures are always
right around the
corner. This globetrotting news-mouse
and his extended
family remind kids
they can embark on
adventures through
reading. NEW! From
ALA Graphics.

Libraries
on Film

Featured review: Science fiction for
youth
Edwards, Janet. Earth Girl. Mar. 2013. 276p.
Grades 9–12. Pyr, hardcover (978-1-61614765-5).
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Tired of bitter, angst-ridden heroines and their
associated dark dystopias? Look no further than
Edwards’s refreshing debut, set in the darnnear-utopian universe of 2788 and starring a
confident, motor-mouthed, giggly 18-year-old
named Jarra. She’s Handicapped (an “ape” if you’re rude), the
one-in-a-thousand born with a condition that doesn’t allow her
to portal outside of Earth. And who wants to hang around
boring old Earth? Nobody, unless you’re studying “prehistory.”
So Jarra conspires to join a first-year college archaeology
course of off-world teens to prove that an “ape” can sift
through the ruins of New York City just as well, or better,
than any privileged Betan or Deltan or Gamman....

Top 10 science fiction /
fantasy for youth

Ann Kelley writes: “Aliens! Shapeshifters! Deadly diseases! It’s another powerhouse (and
perilous) year for sf/fantasy, as these novels, all reviewed
between May 15, 2012, and May 1, 2013, in Booklist,
illustrate.” One intriguing title is The Diviners by Libba Bray: In
Prohibition-era New York, 17-year-old flapper Evie is under the
wing of an uncle who curates the Museum of the Creepy
Crawlies. Business is slow until the arrival of what the papers
dub the Pentacle Killer....

@

Wilderness (1996,
UK, made for TV).
Disturbed young
London academic
librarian Alice White
(Amanda Ooms) has
trouble convincing her
lover Dan Somers
(Owen Teale) that
she’s a werewolf. They
make love in the
stacks and she shapeshifts there. Her
coworker Serena
(Johanna Benyon)
thinks that “academic
libraries are the most
erotic places on
earth.” Alice moves to
a retreat in Scotland,
where she changes
into a wolf
permanently.

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
Go back to the Top

Chicago Update

Wimps (1986).
Freshman wimp
Francis (Louie
Bonanno) helps a
quarterback woo
library clerk Roxanne
(Deborah Blaisdell, aka
X-rated star Tracey
Adams).

Cloud Gate

Cloud Gate, a public sculpture constructed
between 2004 and 2006 by British artist
Anish Kapoor, is the centerpiece of
Millennium Park. Even before it was given
an official title, Chicagoans were quick to
dub the reflective steel sculpture “The
Bean” after its peculiar shape and the
name stuck. However, its official name is Cloud Gate, as it represents
a gate to the city it reflects. Said to have been inspired by liquid
mercury, the sculpture’s surface reflects and distorts the city’s skyline.
Visitors are able to walk around and under Cloud Gate’s 12-foot-high
arch....
Wikipedia
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Wings of Desire [Der
Himmel über Berlin]
(1987, West
Germany). Listening to
the inner thoughts of
dozens of library
researchers, two
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Chicago’s nature museum

The Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum at 2430
North Cannon Drive is operated by the Chicago
Academy of Sciences. It focuses on the natural
history of the Chicago region and includes the
popular Judy Istock Butterfly Haven with more
than 75 species of native and exotic butterflies.
A special interactive exhibit on “Food: The
Nature of Eating” will be on display during Annual Conference. The
exhibit is divided into three sections: land, market, and table....

angels, Damiel (Bruno
Ganz) and Cassiel
(Otto Sander), find
solace in the West
German Library (now a
branch of the Berlin
State Library) at
Potsdamer Straße 33
in Berlin.

Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum

Chicago’s unique museums

Karla Zimmerman writes: “Several of the
Windy City’s big-name museums recently
raised their ticket prices. Puh-leez. Who needs
to pay to see American Gothic and German Uboats when there are antique hemorrhoid
surgery tools to be seen for free? Here are 10
museums ranging from the peculiar to the
excellent to the peculiarly excellent where you
can get your museum fix without handing over the cash.”...
Lonely Planet, Apr. 4

Skydeck Chicago

Step onto a glass ledge near the top of the Willis
Tower (formerly the Sears Tower) at 233 South
Wacker Drive, the second tallest building in the
United States (One World Trade Center in New
York just went higher on May 10) and the 10th
tallest skyscraper in the world (1,451 feet and
108 stories). On the 103rd floor, at 1,353 feet in
the air, four retractable glass balconies extend out
more than four feet from the Skydeck observation platform and allow
visitors an unobstructed view of the city for up to 50 miles as well as
the traffic below their feet....
Skydeck Chicago

Chicago’s Read/Write Library

Amanda Meeks writes: “This year, as you
plan your busy schedule for the ALA Annual
Conference in Chicago, be sure to squeeze
in a visit to the Read/Write Library
(formerly known as the Chicago
Underground Library) located on Chicago’s
west side at 914 North California Street.
The library aims to be an all-inclusive, open archive of Chicagospecific media, produced by and for the community.”...

Winnie (1988, made
for TV). Meredith
Baxter as the
intellectually
challenged Winnie is
using the children’s
section of a library
when she is teased by
some kids. Florence
Schauffler is the
children’s librarian.
This AL Direct feature
describes hundreds of films
(and some TV shows) in
which libraries and librarians
are featured, from 1912 to
the present. The full list is a
Web Extra associated with
The Whole Library
Handbook 5, edited by
George M. Eberhart and
published by ALA Editions.
You can browse the films on
our Libraries on Film
Pinterest board.

The Library As Incubator Project, May 29

The Magnificent Mile

Chicago’s North Michigan Avenue, one of the city’s
most prestigious commercial and residential
thoroughfares, extends northward from the Loop to
Oak Street and the Drake Hotel. Named the
Magnificent Mile in the 1940s by developer Arthur
Rubloff, it includes the Wrigley Building, Tribune
Tower, the Chicago Water Tower (right), Palmolive
Building, and the John Hancock Center. It also
encompasses the historic Jean Baptiste Point Du
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Sable homesite and the site of Fort Dearborn....

from

Wikipedia; Encyclopedia of Chicago
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Division News
Free consulting sessions

ASCLA and PLA are teaming up to offer “Consultants Give Back” at
the 2013 ALA Annual Conference in Chicago on June 30—an
opportunity for libraries to receive free 30-minute consultation
sessions from professional library consultants. It’s an excellent
opportunity for public and other types of libraries to test-drive library
consulting services....
ASCLA, May 28

Business Reference 101

New business librarians and reference generalists won’t want to miss
“Business Reference 101: Core Competencies for Business
Librarianship,” a preconference hosted by RUSA on June 28 in
conjunction with the 2013 ALA Annual Conference in Chicago. The
preconference will feature presentations from Rhonda Kleiman, Chris
LeBeau, Leticia Camacho, and Jared Howland. Registration closes June
21....
RUSA, May 28

Explore YA at “Crossing Over”

United for Libraries will present “Crossing Over: Teen Books for
Everyone!” on June 29 at the ALA Annual Conference in Chicago. Join
writers Tod Davies, Anton DiSclafani, Darynda Jones, Richard Kadrey,
and Amanda Sun, who will discuss their new books. Library Journal’s
Barbara Hoffert will moderate. A book signing will follow, with some
books given away free and others available for purchase at a
generous discount....
United for Libraries, May 23

Jumping off a fiscal cliff

United for Libraries will present “Jumping off the Fiscal
Cliff into Federal Advocacy!” on June 30 at the ALA
Annual Conference in Chicago. Jeffrey Smith (right),
director of public affairs for Humanim and president of
the Foundation for Baltimore County (Md.) Public
Library, will discuss federal advocacy and how Friends,
trustees, and foundations can learn how to contact
elected officials to advocate for libraries on a national level....
United for Libraries, May 28

Teen Technology
Librarian II, Kitsap
Regional Library,
Bremerton,
Washington. This
unique position focuses
on incorporating
robotics, 3D printing,
and 3D game
development to bridge
the digital divide for
program graduates.
There is an emphasis
on supporting
technology job training
and skill development
through progressive
curriculum modules. In
partnership with local
agencies, the candidate
will need to have the
skills and abilities to
successfully launch,
develop, and sustain
programming in three
Kitsap County locations.
The Technology
Librarian will also be
responsible for
supervising multiple
volunteers and interns
associated with this
program....

@

More jobs...

Newly accredited NCATE programs

Twelve school librarianship programs were recently granted AASL and
National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE)
recognition. National recognition is awarded to education master’s
programs in school librarianship that have been reviewed and
approved by AASL’s program reviewers using the “ALA/AASL
Standards for Initial Programs for School Library Media Specialist
Preparation” (2003) or the “ALA/AASL Standards for Initial
Preparation of School Librarians” (2010)....
AASL, May 28; Prism 21, no. 1 (Spring)

ASCLA leadership preconference
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2013/may/052913-2.htm[7/17/2014 8:55:04 AM]

Digital Library
of the Week
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ASCLA is hosting a leadership preconference, “Servant Leadership at
Your Library,” at the 2013 ALA Annual Conference in Chicago on June
28. Professional library trainer Linda Bruno will demonstrate how
servant leadership can change the dynamics of a library by cultivating
strong loyalty from both employees and library users. Servant leaders
focus outwardly and work in partnership with their staff and
communities. Register by June 1. RUSA members qualify for a
significant discount before May 25....
RUSA Blog, May 13
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Awards & Grants
2013 Norman Horrocks Scarecrow Press
travel grant

The Retired Members Round Table has selected Jennifer
Gallant (right) to receive the Norman Horrocks
Scarecrow Press Annual Conference Award. The $1,000
grant helps retired members of the RMRT defray the
costs of attending an ALA Conference. Prior to her
retirement, Gallant was associate director of the Elyria (Ohio) Public
Library....
Retired Members Round Table, May 23

Bound To Stay Bound travel grants

Thirty AASL members have been awarded a $750 travel grant to
attend their first AASL national conference. Sponsored by Bound To
Stay Bound Books, the grants will allow recipients to secure housing,
transportation, and registration for the AASL 16th National Conference
and Exhibition, November 14–17, in Hartford, Connecticut....
AASL, May 28

Beverly Lynch named Illinois Library
Luminary

Beverly Lynch (right)—librarian, library educator, and
library leader—has been named the 28th Illinois Library
Luminary. Luminaries, comprising the Illinois Library
Association’s roll of honor, are individuals who have
made a significant contribution to Illinois libraries and
have been recognized by their peers. Lynch was
university librarian at the University of Illinois at Chicago from 1977
to 1989. Her tenure at the University of California, Los Angeles
includes serving as dean and professor in the Department of
Information Studies and founding director of the California Rare Book
School. She served as ALA president in 1985–1986....
Illinois Library Association, May 24

School librarian wins leadership award

Shauna Yusko (right), librarian at the Evergreen Middle
School in Redmond, Washington, may lack a fancy
costume (except for her collection of brightly colored
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Villanova University’s
Dime Novel and
Popular Literature
digital collection brings
together pre-Pulp Era
tales that depict
scenes of early
America, the frontier,
and the West. Ranging
roughly from 1860 to
1930, these often
serial publications
recorded the attitudes
prevailing in 19th- and
early 20th-century
society, including
racist, sexist, and
ethnic stereotypes. The
original works are
often extremely
fragile. The full-text
collection encompasses
the precursors to Dime
Novels, known as
“Story Papers,” which
were often larger in
format, as well as the
United Kingdom
variety called “Penny
Dreadfuls.” Also
included are examples
of nonfiction mass
market literature on a
variety of topics,
including self-help and
how-to titles and
tracts on medical
cures.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site, Check out
our Featured Digital
Libraries Pinterest board.
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wigs), but many in her community see her as a reallife superhero. In 2010, she founded the nonprofit
organization Pantry Packs, which provides meals and
snacks to more than 500 hungry children in 30 Lake
Washington School District schools. Seattle’s Center for
Ethical Leadership honored Yusko this year with the 2013 Bill Grace
Leadership Legacy Award....
Sammamish-Issaquah (Wash.) Patch, May 28

Ezra Jack Keats minigrants

This is the 25th year that the Ezra Jack Keats Foundation has
awarded minigrants to teachers and librarians at public schools and
libraries across the United States. This year, a total of 59 grants were
awarded to educators in 29 states with each recipient receiving up to
$500 for specific programs. One recipient, the Bad River Public Tribal
Library in Odanah, Wisconsin, is using the funding to teach Ojibwe
children how to make traditional dance outfits....
Ezra Jack Keats Foundation, May 29

2013 Man Booker International Prize

Lydia Davis (right), an American writer known for her
short stories, was awarded the fifth Man Booker
International Prize at a May 22 award ceremony at
the Victoria and Albert Museum in London. The
£60,000 ($90,177 US) prize is awarded for
achievement in fiction on the world stage. Davis’s
achievements are writ large, despite her use of
startlingly few words. (Some of her longer stories only stretch to two
or three pages.) The judges said her work has the brevity and
precision of poetry....
Man Booker Prizes, May 22

2013 Helen Bernstein Book Award

Journalist and author Katherine Boo has won the New
York Public Library’s 2013 Helen Bernstein Book Award
for Behind the Beautiful Forevers, the story of families
striving toward a better life in 21st-century Mumbai,
India. The $15,000 award goes to “journalists whose
books have brought clarity and public attention to
important issues, events, or policies.”...
GalleyCat, May 23

2013 Hugh M. Hefner First Amendment
Awards

The Hugh M. Hefner Foundation has announced the
winners of the 2013 Hugh M. Hefner First
Amendment Awards, which honor individuals who
have made significant contributions in the vital effort
to protect and enhance First Amendment rights for all
Americans in the fields of journalism, government,
book publishing, and education. Marjorie Heins
received the publishing award for Priests of Our
Democracy: The Supreme Court, Academic Freedom, and the AntiCommunist Purge (New York University)....
Hugh M. Hefner Foundation, May 15
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Noted and
Quoted
“In December, she
went to a public
library in Lawrence,
Kansas. She was
looking through
books on philosophy
and religion, and it
struck her that
people had devoted
their entire lives to
studying these
questions of how to
live and what is right
and wrong. ‘The idea
that only [Westboro
Baptist Church] had
the right answer
seemed crazy,’ she
says. ‘It just seemed
impossible.’”
—Jeff Chu, author of Does
Jesus Really Love Me?: A Gay
Christian’s Pilgrimage in
Search of God in America, on
Megan Phelps-Roper leaving
the Westboro Baptist Church,
the Kansas-based church
known for its public protests
at military funerals, in
“Damsel, Arise: A Westboro
Scion Leaves Her Church,”
Reporter’s Notebook, Feb. 6.

@

More quotes...

Calendar
June 8–9:

Printers Row Lit
Fest, Chicago, Illinois.

June 12:

National Information
Standards
Association, Webinar.
“A Content Stream
Runs Through It:
Managing Streaming
Media Collections in
Libraries.”

AL Direct, May 29, 2013
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June 23–26:

Libraries in the News
Lexington Public Library must pay
Imhoff $927K

The Lexington (Ky.) Public Library must pay $927,491
to Kathleen Imhoff, its former chief executive officer,
because of the way it terminated her employment in
July 2009, an arbitration panel ruled in late May. The
arbitrators said Imhoff had a four-year employment
contract that allowed the library board to fire her for
cause and not be obligated to continue paying her
$137,035 annual salary and benefits. However, the library board
instead dismissed Imhoff without citing a cause....
Lexington (Ky.) Herald-Leader, May 23

Truce ends custody tussle over
Bill of Rights

For years, historians have disagreed
whether the New York Public Library’s
original copy of the Bill of Rights is the one
that went missing long ago from the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. On May
22, the state and the library called a truce
after agreeing to share custody of the 223-year-old document for the
next century, at which point the agreement must be renegotiated or
extended. The pact ends five years of discussions between
Pennsylvania and the library. The document will go on public display
alternately at NYPL and in Pennsylvania beginning in fall 2014....
Wall Street Journal, May 21; New York Public Library, May 22

Oldest known Torah scroll
identified

What is being described as the oldest Torah
scroll known to exist has been discovered in the
library of the University of Bologna, Italy. The
parchment scroll, 36 meters long and 64
centimeters high, had been erroneously
cataloged as dating from the 17th century. Paleographic and
radiocarbon examinations of the scroll determined it had actually been
copied sometime in the years 1155–1225. The discovery was made by
Hebrew Professor Mauro Perani as he was compiling a new catalog for
the library’s collection of Hebrew manuscripts....
Jewish Telegraphic Agency, May 29; Melbourne (Vict.) Age, May 29; Corriere della Sera
(Milan), May 29

Buffalo man charged with stealing documents

A Buffalo, New York, man has been arrested and charged with
stealing and attempting to sell historical documents from the Buffalo
History Museum. Daniel Witek is accused of taking at least five
historical letters related to businessman A. Conger Goodyear from the
museum and trying to sell them to Lion Heart Autographs, a New
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ACRL Rare Books and
Manuscripts Section,
Preconference, Marriott
Minneapolis. “O Rare!
Performance in Special
Collections.”

June 24–26:

International
Conference on
Information Society,
University of Toronto,
Ontario.

July 12–13:

National Association
for Media Literacy
Education, Annual
Conference, Torrance,
California.
“Intersections:
Teaching and Learning
across Media.”

July 18–21:

Comic-Con
International, San
Diego Convention
Center.

July 18–21:

Society for the
History of
Authorship, Reading
and Publishing,
Conference, University
of Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia.
“Geographies of the
Book.”

July 23–25:

Digital Preservation
2013, Westin
Alexandria, Alexandria,
Virginia. The annual
meeting of the
National Digital
Information
Infrastructure and
Preservation Program
and the National
Digital Stewardship
Alliance.

Aug. 6–10:

PLA Results Boot
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York City dealer. Witek had volunteered at the museum as well as at
libraries in Buffalo, Albion, Barker, and Middleport....
WBFO-FM, Buffalo, New York, May 28

New York librarian on display to
showcase budget cuts

An Upper East Side librarian is putting on a display at
the New York Public Library’s Webster branch. Actually,
she’s putting herself on display. Kristy Raffensberger
(right) spends about an hour every day inside a glass
case in an effort to raise awareness about a proposed
$47 million budget cut that would affect the library. She
demonstrates library resources by reading a book, and
she waves to patrons and encourages them to write a
letter to their city council member. So far the display has resulted in
more than 500 letters....
WCBS-TV, May 24

Tampa library soaked in rainwater

Heavy rains dumped 30,000 gallons of water into
the Jimmie B. Keel Regional branch of the
Hillsborough County (Fla.) Public Library
Cooperative. As a result, the branch was closed
for most of a week while workers pumped it out
and made repairs. The library is in the midst of a
$2.9 million expansion, and during a major storm
May 21, water ran off the roof and onto the expansion’s slab, then
flooded under a temporary wall into the building. Little or no printed
material was lost, but the carpet was soaked and electrical and
computer lines were affected....
Tampa Bay (Fla.) Times, May 26

New librarian on IMLS board

The University of Nevada, Reno’s Jacquelyn Sundstrand
(right) was sworn in May 8 as a member of the
National Museum and Library Services Board, the
advisory body for the Institute of Museum and Library
Services. Sundstrand, manuscripts and archives
librarian in UNR Special Collections since 2001, took
the oath of office in Washington, D.C., administered by Supreme
Court Justice Stephen Breyer, along with four other new appointees....
Nevada Today, May 17; Institute of Museum and Library Services, May 9

UCSD libraries to be further consolidated

The University of California, San Diego’s discipline-based libraries,
which include the Biomedical Library and academic collections within
Geisel Library, will be eliminated beginning June 30 as part of further
internal restructuring. Following these transitions, the Arts, Science
and Engineering, and Social Sciences and Humanities libraries within
Geisel, in addition to the Biomedical Library, will become part of a
single cohesive library structure in efforts to centralize the UCSD
libraries, according to a plan announced May 23....
UCSD Guardian, May 28

John Lennon letters and lyrics
given to British Library

Manuscripts handwritten by John Lennon of
the lyrics to the hit songs “Strawberry
Fields Forever,” “She Said She Said,” and
“In My Life” were donated May 22 to the
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Camp, Nashville
(Tenn.) Public Library.
“Results Are What
Matters.”

Aug. 7–11:

8th National
Conference of
African American
Librarians, “Culture
Keepers VIII:
Challenges of the 21st
Century: Empowering
People, Changing
Lives,” Northern
Kentucky Convention
Center, Covington.

Aug. 11–17:

Society of American
Archivists, Annual
Meeting, Hilton New
Orleans Riverside, New
Orleans.

Aug. 23–24:

Georgia
International
Conference on
Information Literacy,
Hyatt Regency Hotel,
Savannah, Georgia.

Sept. 4–6:

13th International
Conference on
Knowledge
Management and
Knowledge
Computing, Messe
Congress Graz, Graz,
Austria.

Oct. 20–26:

National Friends of
Libraries Week.

Oct. 28–30:

Chief Officers of
State Library
Agencies, Fall
Meeting, Hilton
Savannah Desoto,
Savannah, Georgia.

Nov. 3–6:

Digital Library
Forum, AT&T
Executive Education
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British Library by Beatles’ biographer Hunter Davies. The collection of
tattered scraps of paper, some picked up half a century ago from the
floor of the Abbey Road recording studios before they were thrown
away as rubbish, are now valued at just under £1 million ($1.5 million
US)....
British Library, May 22; The Guardian (UK), May 22

and Conference
Center, Austin, Texas.

@

More...

UK libraries must remain community
hubs

Contact Us

Local Government UK, May 23

AL Direct is a free electronic
newsletter emailed every
Wednesday to personal
members of the American
Library Association and
subscribers.

Public libraries will have to cope with technological
advances yet remain the hubs of community life, Arts
Council England reported May 23. In a major research
report titled The Library of the Future, the organization
set out four priority areas for development: placing the
library as the hub of the community, fully exploiting
digital technology, ensuring libraries are resilient, and ensuring
librarians have the right skill set....

How Timbuktu’s manuscripts were saved from
jihadists

Sudarsan Raghavan writes: “It was 7 o’clock on a hot night in August
2012 and Hassine Traore was nervous. Behind him were 10 donkeys,
each strapped with two large rice bags filled with ancient manuscripts.
The bags were covered in plastic to shield them from a light rain.
Radical Islamists had entered Timbuktu in Mali four months earlier,
and they had set about destroying everything they deemed a sin.”...

American Libraries
Direct

George M. Eberhart,
Editor:
geberhart@ala.org

Washington Post, May 26

Turkish manuscripts in Balkan libraries to be
preserved

The Yunus Emre Institute in Ankara, Turkey, has embarked on a
project to classify and digitize Turkish manuscripts and documents in
libraries in the Balkans. The Turkish Central Bank has allocated $1
million for the project. Many Turkish manuscripts in Bosnia, Kosovo,
Albania, Croatia, and Serbia are in poor condition and need to be
restored. More than 200 Turkish manuscripts in Bosnian libraries have
already been digitized. Bosnian library officials will also be sent to
Turkey to receive training in manuscript restoration work....
Cihan News Agency, Istanbul, May 28

Beverly Goldberg,
Senior Editor:
bgoldberg@ala.org

Phil Morehart,
Associate Editor:
pmorehart@ala.org

Go back to the Top

Issues
It’s not about predators, it’s about journal quality

Bonnie Swoger writes: “Librarian Jeffery Beall has put together a list
of the worst journals of all, the so-called ‘predatory publishers.’ But
this term can be misleading. I worry that Beall is making a stronger
connection than necessary between predatory practices and open
access. If you are considering publishing your work in a journal you’ve
never heard of before, here are just a few of the many things to
consider.”...

Mariam Pera,
Associate Editor:
mpera@ala.org

Sanhita SinhaRoy,
Managing Editor,
American Libraries:
ssinharoy@ala.org

Scientific American: Information Culture, May 24

Vine, hip-hop, and the future of video sharing

Jeff John Roberts writes: “What does video tool Vine have in common
with iconic rappers like the Beastie Boys and the Notorious BIG? More
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Laurie D. Borman,
Editor and Publisher,
American Libraries:

AL Direct, May 29, 2013

than you think. Like hip-hop, Vine is a way to sample and collect
culture—and it may have to run the same legal gambit that rappers
did a decade ago.”...
GigaOM, May 25

lborman@ala.org
To advertise in American
Libraries Direct, contact:

The cases that define obscene or protected speech

Betsy Gomez writes: “Much of the groundwork for the Comic Book
Legal Defense Fund’s mission was laid in a series of pivotal legal
cases, many of which predate CBLDF’s founding in 1986. These cases
helped define what constituted obscene speech and what types of
speech are granted First Amendment protection, and they influence
our work today. Let’s take a look at some of the cases that defined
protected speech.”...

Doug Lewis:
dglewis@ala.org

The battle over net neutrality

Katie Bane:
kbane@ala.org

Comic Book Legal Defense Fund, May 27

David Talbot writes: “This fall, Verizon will try to persuade a federal
judge to throw out US Federal Communications Commission
regulations requiring net neutrality—the idea that all content and
applications must get similar treatment on wired and wireless
networks. But even beyond the court fight, the concept is under a
diffuse and broad assault. Experts warn that the end of net neutrality
would mean that deep-pocketed content providers could squeeze
others out.”...
MIT Technology Review, May 28

Shifting the focus: Fostering academic integrity

Elise Ferer writes: “As a new librarian at my institution, I was asked
to work on the annual report on our online academic integrity tutorial
that all incoming students are required to complete. My partner on
the project brought up the idea of shifting the focus from an
accusatory nature, which concentrates on complying to rules and
negative consequences, to a tone that emphasizes personal
responsibility and integrity. It did not take much argument to
convince me.”...
ACRLog, May 27

Go back to the Top

Tech Talk
Calling all hackers

Susan Hildreth writes: “On June 1–2, the
Institute of Museum and Library Services will take part in the firstever National Day of Civic Hacking. The event will bring together
people with many skills—techies, entrepreneurs, developers, and
activists—who will use publicly available data to develop innovative
solutions to civic problems. Hacking events will take place at more
than 90 sites in communities across the US, where citizen hackers will
use more than 37 data sets, including library and museum data sets,
to create computer or mobile platform applications.”...
UpNext, May 22

How crackers ransack
passwords

Dan Goodin writes: “We asked three
cracking experts to attack a list of
16,449 passwords converted into hashes using the MD5 cryptographic
hash function and recount the results in all their color and technical
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detail. The results, to say the least, were eye-opening because they
show how quickly even long passwords like ‘qeadzcwrsfxv1331’ with
letters, numbers, and symbols can be discovered. The password team
included a developer of cracking software, a security consultant, and
an anonymous cracker.”...
Ars Technica, May 27

Twitter adds two-factor authentication

Roberto Baldwin writes: “Twitter has launched two-factor
authentication for its accounts. Two-factor authentication uses your
password plus an additional method to verify your identity. Google’s
two-factor authentication, launched in 2010, texts a code to your
mobile number when a new device or app initially accesses your
account. Bank of America has a similar system. Two-factor is
becoming table stakes for any online service that wants to call itself
secure.” Parker Higgins shows you how to enable two-factor
authentication on Twitter, Google, Facebook, Dropbox, Apple, and
Microsoft....

Wired: Gadget Lab, May 22; Twitter Blog, May 22; Electronic Frontier Foundation, May 28

Best free stuff, 2013 edition

PC World editors write: “What makes the internet the
extraordinary resource that it is? Some people say
it’s the way the web seamlessly connects all of us;
others value its role as a limitless data repository;
still others are just there for the cute animal
pictures. (Grumpy Cat doesn’t count.) All of these
points are valid, but when you drill down to nuts-and-bolts
usefulness, one thing trumps them all. The internet is full of free stuff.
Here is a virtual smorgasbord of the very best no-cost programs,
apps, and services available online.”...
PC World, May 27

How to buy a projector

M. David Stone and Tony Hoffman write:
“Projectors have come a long way from the
days when the most useful way to
categorize them was by their weight class.
Today there are any number of more meaningful kinds of categories,
including intended use, technology, and throw distance. Here are
some questions that will help you to find a projector with the right
features and performance for your needs.” These are the 10 toprated projectors reviewed by PC Magazine....
PC Magazine, May 23

Share multiple links on one page

Nancy Messieh writes: “URL shortening has
become an absolute necessity when it comes
to sharing links on social networks that limit
your character count like Twitter. But rather
than simply shorten URLs and present them in
neat little shortened URLs, it’s also possible to
do exactly the same thing to share multiple links. There are several
services that make it easy to share a bundle of links together as one
shortened link.”...
MakeUseOf, May 29

Citation manager roundup

Margaret Heller writes: “In April, the two most popular free citation
managers, Mendeley and Zotero, both underwent some big changes.
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On April 8, TechCrunch announced that Elsevier had purchased
Mendeley, which had been surmised in January. Just a few days later,
Zotero announced the release of version 4, with a number of new
features. Just as with the sunsetting of Google Reader, this has
prompted many to consider what citation managers they have been
using and think about switching or changing practices.”...
ACRL TechConnect, May 29; TechCrunch, Apr. 18; Zotero Blog, Apr. 11

Go back to the Top

E-Content
Digital Library Champions contest

OverDrive is running a new contest for
libraries participating in its digital ebook
lending service. The company is looking for
innovative ways for libraries to promote their ebook collections to
their communities and to provide unique marketing angles that draw
traffic to their websites. Digital Library Champions contest winners
receive $500 in ebook credits, an e-reader, and promotion on the
OverDrive website. Submit an entry form (PDF file) by June 11....
Good E-Reader, May 25; OverDrive Digital Library Blog, Apr. 30, May 23

Amazon’s plan to commoditize
fan fiction

Amazon is once again shaking up traditional publishing models. This
time, it’s giving fans a chance to add their own personal touches to
their favorite fiction and get paid in the process. On May 22, Amazon
announced “Kindle Worlds,” which offers aspiring writers an
opportunity to pen their own takes on franchises in books, TV,
movies, games, and comics. The company plans to license content,
then accept submissions online that may then be sold through its
Kindle ebook store. Author John Scalzi offers some insight....
Reuters, May 24; Amazon, May 22; Whatever, May 22

The First-Sale Doctrine and digital works

Joseph Esposito writes: “We take first-sale for granted in the print
world, but with digital materials things get more complicated. Most
publishers insist that first-sale does not apply to digital works. But in
my view, publishers are making a big mistake in not addressing the
interests of librarians about lending rights. When publishers hesitate
in making ebooks available to libraries, librarians naturally act to
preserve their interests. Instead, publishers should imagine what the
world would look like if first-sale becomes the standard for digital
media.”...
The Scholarly Kitchen, May 28

EBSCO to index Gale metadata

EBSCO and Gale have agreed to make Gale databases and archives
discoverable through EBSCO Discovery Service (EDS). The agreement
allows EBSCO to index Gale metadata from such databases and
archives as Gale Virtual Reference Library, Eighteenth Century
Collections Online, Nineteenth Century Collections Online, Infotrac,
and In Context databases. Libraries using EDS will benefit from easier
access to their Gale databases, ebooks, and archives....
EBSCO, May 28

Go back to the Top
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Books & Reading
Rousing Reads: Reading the Carnegie
longlist

Bill Ott writes: “Helping launch the Andrew Carnegie
Medals for Excellence in Fiction and Nonfiction was one
of the most exciting things I’ve ever done in my many
years at Booklist. This year the pace isn’t quite so
frenetic, which will give us time to promote not only
the winners and the finalists, but also books featured
on what we’re calling the longlist: 50 selections from
the Booklist Editors’ Choice list and RUSA’s Notable
Books list, from which the finalists and winners will be drawn. I don’t
need to read these 50 books on a deadline, but I’m going to try to
read them all anyway.”...
American Libraries column, May

Five magical books by women

Johann Thorsson writes: “I don’t choose books based
on the gender of a writer, at least not consciously. I
am, however, prepared to accept that a bias toward
buying books written by men exists. In the spirit of
that sentiment, I’d like to shine a light on a few great
books I’ve read recently by women. These are fantasy
novels or short-story collections of the highest quality,
since my go-to genre tends to be fantasy, or at least
fiction with a supernatural slant.”...
Book Riot, May 24

Pairing books and tabletop games

Carli Spina writes: “This year while attending PAX
East, Penny Arcade’s annual gaming convention in
Boston, I started thinking about how certain games
would be perfect for fans of certain books. Some are
obvious and intentional. More and more tabletop
games are being created based on books or series,
often only after the books have been made into a
movie or TV series. But I am interested in thinking
about what books and games pair perfectly even
though they are completely unrelated.”...
YALSA The Hub, May 24

Reality TV readalikes

Colleen Seisser writes: “There is a strong connection
between reality TV and YA literature; we have seen
how authors use the premise of reality TV taking over
the world in their works. However, I think there is
also a connection between reality TV and teen lit
because the subjects expressed in both are similar—
subjects like love, family, survival, and undiscovered
talent. Here you will find some of my pairings of teen
novels and reality TV shows.”...
YALSA The Hub, May 23

Illuminated manuscripts

Beth Carswell writes: “An illuminated manuscript is
any manuscript whose text is accompanied by
decoration. It originally referred only to silver or gilt
adornments, but came to be acceptable terminology
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for any manuscript with drawings, paintings, or
decorations such as ornate initials, borders, or floral
accoutrements. The luxury of illuminations present in
a book creates another level of enjoyment; not only
the information, entertainment, and fascination in reading, but also
the pure pleasure of beauty, art, and attention to detail.”...
AbeBooks, May 24

10 books that had far-reaching effects

Matt J. Alba writes: “You wouldn’t know it from the
way they’re treated today, but books used to be a
pretty big deal in the cultural landscape. And not just
your Bibles and Manifestos and Mein Kampfs, either—
there are plenty of under-the-radar works that had a
significant effect on something, somewhere.
Sometimes lots of things, and lots of wheres. Here are
10 books from back in the day that didn’t change
history, but at least deserve to be noted in it.”...
Listverse, May 27

Five tools for creating visual
book reports

Richard Byrne writes: “This afternoon
someone emailed me asking for some suggestions for tools for
creating book-trailer videos. It has been two years since I last wrote
about the topic, so I created a new list of tools for creating book
trailers, which are short videos designed to spark a viewer’s interest
in a book. Having students create book trailers is an excellent
alternative to traditional book report projects.”...
Free Technology for Teachers, May 26

Go back to the Top

Tips & Ideas
Seattle’s new library on a bike

Cienna Madrid writes: “The Seattle Public
Library launched a new pilot program May 21
called Books on Bikes, which sounds exactly
like what it is: a small, portable library hitched
to the back of a bicycle. Throughout the
summer, librarians will pedal around to parks,
block parties, outdoor concerts, and other
neighborhood events around the city. Each place they go, they will
tailor their shelves to suit the needs of the community. The program
was the brainchild of Montlake Branch Librarian Jared Mills.” Watch
the video (12:00) of Mayor Mike McGinn and Seattle Public librarians
at the launch....
Slog, May 21; Seattle Channel, May 21

The messy world of work-life balance

Meredith Farkas writes: “Being a parent is a lesson in giving up
control and learning to roll with things. Over the past few months,
I’ve been trying to apply that to my work life. I’m trying to let go of
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expectations or agendas and simply try each day to do the best I can
for the people I’m supposed to be serving—whether that’s my direct
reports, my colleagues, the faculty in my liaison area, or students.
Instead of continuing to run this hamster wheel, I’ve begun to
question why I need to do something.”...
Information Wants to Be Free, May 28

Dressing to lead

Sarah Houghton writes: “An interesting discussion occurred May 24 on
Twitter about clothing and librarianship. A smattering of conversation
involving a dozen people then followed, with several themes coming
out that I feel are worth commenting on. First, style counts. Above
all, stay true to who you are. Don’t dress a certain way because you
think someone else expects it or you believe it will somehow make
you seem more authoritative.”...
Librarian in Black, May 24

Literary Lots: The library as place
maker

Kauser Razvi writes: “In my city view,
libraries are central anchors in
neighborhoods. I thought, what about
bringing the library outside and bringing
other organizations into the library? So the
idea came to me of a Literary Lot as a way
to bring children’s books to life by recreating images, scenes, and
ideas from those books in tangible, visible, and physical ways over a
few weeks of summer.”...
The Library As Incubator Project, May 23

Intergenerational programming
at your library

Claire Moore writes: “Libraries are one of
the few community spaces where people of
all ages commingle. Since libraries are
often seen as the heart of the community,
offering intergenerational programming can
only help to reflect that image. The EPA lists some of the benefits of
intergenerational programs, with many being relevant to libraries.
Serving multiple needs, collaborating with local organizations, and
building social skills for both children and seniors.”...
ALSC Blog, May 25

RDA around the world

RDA has now well and truly arrived. In the last few months, the CILIP
Cataloguing and Indexing Group has received many requests for
information about the new standard. Here is a list of freely available
training materials that we hope you will find useful if you are
providing RDA training at your institution, about to start learning
yourself, or just looking for more information....
Catalogue & Index, May 27

Do teens . . . ?

Linda W. Braun writes: “Have you ever noticed the number of posts
on Twitter, Facebook, or blogs that pose the question, ‘Do teens [use
Facebook, use Tumblr, read horror, etc.]?’ These questions have
started to annoy me, because I think that we should connect directly
with teens in our own communities and ask them how they are
spending their time, what technology they use, and what they like to
read. One key to getting good answers from teens is by asking more
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than simple yes-or-no questions.”...
YALSA Blog, May 23

Start reading job ads now

Nicole Helregel writes: “It is never too early to
start reading library job ads (especially if you’ve
already started library school). Of course the library hiring process is
not so lengthy that you need to start actually seeking jobs if you
aren’t within a few months of graduation. Rather, looking at job ads is
a great way to discover many things about yourself, your library
school, your career goals, the job market, and the field that you have
entered.” Victoria Collie describes a few places where you can find
those ads....
Hack Library School, May 24; Public Libraries Online, May 27

What I gained from my MLIS

Rebecca Halpern writes: “In the last few weeks, I’ve seen a lot of
criticism of the MLIS curricula, and for good reason. Education is
expensive and job outlooks are bleak; it makes sense that we need to
reevaluate this investment. But as I’ve read many posts questioning
the value of our degree, I’ve considered how some of my more
theoretical courses have made me a better librarian. In other words,
theory matters; having a strong foundation in theory is one of the
things that separates librarians from other library staff.”...
ACRLog, May 23; Library Journal, Apr. 29

Google finds new stuff 500 million times a day

Julie Bort writes: “There are nearly 500 million new things (or 15% of
all queries) per day being asked of Google that the search engine has
never seen before. Part of the reason is that the internet is growing
so fast, it’s hard even for Google to get its arms around it. Google
says it has found 30 trillion ‘unique addresses’ on the web, meaning
websites, web apps, and other stuff connected to the internet.”...
Business Insider, May 13

Swindles and spam lurk in search results

Azadeh Ensha writes: “Most of our ventures onto the web still begin
with a search—a fact readily exploited by spammers and swindlers
who rely on excessive use of keywords, link exchanging, and other
manipulation techniques to push their content higher in the list of
search results, hoping you will click on them. Here are some ways to
avoid search spam.”...
New York Times: Personal Tech, May 22

Google voice search vs. Siri

Phil Bradley writes: “If you’re using Google’s Chrome browser, you
can search just by asking Google something, as long as you have a
microphone. At least, that’s the theory of the conversational search. I
tried some searches, asking twice if it didn’t get something the first
time. Given that it gave different answers, I don’t think that it’s quite
there yet. I tried the same questions on my iPhone with Siri. I’ll give
a good solid B+ to Siri, but Google Chrome limps in with a C–.”...
Phil Bradley’s Weblog, May 25; CNET News, May 22

Retired librarian goes on fishing
expedition

Shelley Walchak (right), of Denver, is a retired
librarian who has worked as a consultant for the
Colorado State Library and the Colorado Library
Consortium. Recently she decided she would
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travel to a number of rivers in the western
United States and write a book about her
experiences. Walchak wants to encourage people to follow their
dreams. She had fallen in love with fly-fishing and wants to fish in 52
rivers in 52 weeks. Follow her journey on her blog, 52 Rivers....
Billings (Mont.) Gazette, May 23

Free audiobooks for NLS

Hachette Book Group announced May 28 that it will provide
unabridged audiobook recordings free of charge to the National
Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, a part of the
Library of Congress. By the end of 2013, HBG will begin making select
backlist and new titles available, including new releases, through the
NLS’s popular Talking Books program....
Hachette Book Group, May 28

Describing archives

Describing Archives: A Content Standard (PDF file) is
an output-neutral set of rules for describing archives,
personal papers, and manuscript collections, and can
be applied to all material types. It is the US
implementation of international standards for the
description of archival materials and their creators.
This second edition was officially adopted as a
standard by the council of the Society of American
Archivists in January....
Society of American Archivists, May 28

Free tools for creating digital
exhibitions

Ellyssa Kroski writes: “Many libraries and
museums have taken their special collections and digitized them to
create digital assets that can be displayed online through a digital
exhibition. Digital exhibits offer unprecedented access to
organizational treasures that might never be seen otherwise. A new
breed of open source and free software tools has emerged that makes
it possible to catalog and manage digital collections with robust online
narratives.”...
iLibrarian, May 28

Eight things to love about the
new Flickr

Michael Muchmore writes: “Flickr had been
losing ground in recent months to the
mobile-focused Instagram. To reinvigorate
the site, Yahoo recently relaunched the
photo-sharing site, not just with a more
modern and fluid display, but with an
unbelievably generous free account storage allowance. The new home
page highlights top photos from your contacts in a beautiful justified,
scrolling view, while still giving you access to all the site tools you
need.” Read the full review....
PC Magazine, May 24
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Libraries changing the world

This video (8:05) details a retired trauma
surgeon’s relationship with Cecil County
(Md.) Public Library, the vital business
information the library provided, and how
library services inspired humanitarian
efforts in Africa. Dr. Robert F. Buckman Jr.
and his wife were motivated by a library
book, Half the Sky by Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn, to help
save lives of mothers and babies by creating a revolutionary model to
teach C-section surgeries in third world countries....
Vimeo, May 8
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