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American Libraries Online
The conversation starts in Seattle

Stephanie Kuenn writes: “Our profession
stands at a crossroads: How do libraries
merge traditional roles and responsibilities
with the changing expectations and needs of
the communities they’re in? Joining the many
different kinds of conversations at the ALA
Midwinter Meeting, January 25–29, in Seattle,
Washington, will help attendees address these and other urgent
transformational issues facing libraries.”...
American Libraries feature

Seattle: Food heaven

Connie Adams writes: “Seattle offers an
amazing food culture. In this dining guide to
Midwinter 2013, we’ve highlighted
restaurants near the convention center as
well as ones worth a short walk, taxi, or bus
ride. We’ve also indicated which spots are
good for a few folks and those that may be better for a big gang, as
well as price ranges. (Though most vegetarian-only restaurants are
outside of the downtown area, almost every restaurant offers
vegetarian options.)”...
American Libraries feature

Dine Around Seattle

Lindsay Rosales writes: “Looking to hit the
town and explore Seattle over a great dinner
with old and new conference friends? Look no
further: Join us for an evening of Dine Around
Seattle, which gives conference-goers a chance
to sign up—for a single seat or as a group—to several local hot-spot
restaurants on Friday, January 25. ALA secures the reservations for
10 people; all you do is sign up before those slots are taken.”...
American Libraries feature

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2013/january/010913-2.htm[7/16/2014 3:39:16 PM]

ALA Midwinter Meeting,
Seattle, January 25–29.
ALA-APA Networking
Reception, Exhibits
Opening Reception, DineAround, Unconference,
Library Camp, Networking
Uncommons, Wrap
Up/Rev Up, speed
networking— these are
just some of the ways to
connect and network at
Midwinter. Information on
all these is on the
Midwinter website, and
you can also stay in touch
and get updates by
joining the Facebook
Event, by tracking the
#alamw13 tag, by
following our Pinterest
page, and by using the
Midwinter Meeting
Scheduler.
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Q&A with Midwinter speaker Peter Block

Jordan Brandes writes: “Author and consultant Peter
Block (right) says empowerment, stewardship, and
accountability are at the heart of what makes libraries
function. As a bestselling author of Flawless
Consulting, The Empowered Manager, and Community,
Block writes books that deal with providing an
alternative to mainstream cultural beliefs. To join the
conversation, make sure to attend Block’s session
during the President’s Program on January 27.”...
American Libraries feature

The library as lifeline

Queens (N.Y.) Library staff members write:
“Library workers know that public libraries
provide essential services. We live it every
day. But until Hurricane Sandy wreaked
havoc on tens of thousands in New York
and New Jersey in October, we at Queens
Library didn’t realize how pivotal our role is in our communities. As
the extent of the damage became apparent, so did the obvious need
for authoritative information.”...
American Libraries feature

2012 year in review

The American Libraries editors recap the profession’s
highlights of the past year. First up, HathiTrust: “In a
big win for digitization, a federal judge ruled October 10
that the book-scanning program run by the researchlibrary collaborative HathiTrust was fair use, on the
grounds of both scholarship and transformative value.
The ruling went against the Authors Guild’s contention
that it violated the copyright of individual works.”...
American Libraries feature

Will’s World: Digitized to
distraction

Will Manley writes: “Digital literacy is
supposedly what will save the public library,
and I don’t doubt that. While you hear
stories about welfare recipients and street
people carrying around the latest in iPhone
technology, those of us who labor in the public library vineyard know
that those kinds of tales are triumphs of distortion over reality.”...
American Libraries column, Jan./Feb.

ALA and FIL: A powerful
partnership

Peggy Barber writes: “Author Jonathan
Franzen, an opening speaker at the Feria
Internacional del Libro de Guadalajara (FIL)
held November 24–December 2 in
Guadalajara, Mexico, captured the event’s
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mainstream impact when he exclaimed, ‘How
marvelous that the cultural calendar of Guadalajara is determined by
books.’ The 2012 fair marked the 13th year of the ALA-FIL
partnership.”...
American Libraries news, Dec. 21

Go back to the Top

ALA News
Annual Conference
registration opens January 14

Registration and housing for the 2013
ALA Annual Conference in Chicago, June
27–July 2, are now set to open Monday,
January 14 at 9 a.m. Central time. Key issues covered at Annual
Conference will include digital content and ebooks, technology in
libraries, innovation, books and authors, leadership, library advocacy,
community engagement, and library marketing....
Conference Services, Jan. 8

Mobile app for Midwinter Meeting
Scheduler

Attendees can plan and keep track of everything while
on the go at the 2013 ALA Midwinter Meeting in Seattle.
The mobile app for the Scheduler puts all the
information you need at your fingertips, including your
existing schedule, list of exhibitors, and notes from the full Scheduler
site. Just log in with the same username and password as on the
Scheduler to access all of your existing conference information....
Conference Services, Dec. 28

Jamaica Kincaid headlines FTRF
fundraiser

The Freedom to Read Foundation will present author
Jamaica Kincaid (right) as the featured speaker at its
annual banned or challenged author event and
fundraiser on the evening of January 26. The event
will take place at Town Hall Seattle, 1119 Eighth Ave.,
a short walk from the Convention Center. The
suggested donation for a ticket is $20....
Freedom to Read Foundation, Dec. 26

Ebook lending systems
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Libraries are taking on the ebook challenge by
creating their own solutions to get ebooks into
the hands of library readers. Join members of
the ALA Digital Content Working Group at the
ALA Midwinter Meeting on January 26 for “Starting from Scratch: New
Recipes for Ebook Models that Work,” as they examine current ebook
lending systems and offer perspectives on future directions....
District Dispatch, Jan. 3

Strategist to outline the new political
landscape

How will libraries be affected by the newly elected
class of politicians? In what ways will the recent
presidential and congressional elections impact library
policies and legislation? Jennifer Duffy (right), senior
editor of The Cook Political Report, will detail the new
political landscape at the ALA Washington Office
Update session at the 2013 ALA Midwinter Meeting in Seattle on
January 26....
District Dispatch, Nov. 5

ALA Midwinter, in style

Coral Sheldon-Hess writes: “I’ve been to ALA enough times, in
enough cities, that I think I finally have a handle on how best to get
around, get to the things I want to do, etc. My way may not be the
perfect way, but I thought I’d share it, in case you might find it
helpful.”...
Web Librarian, Jan. 5

Get free career counseling and résumé reviews

Free career-counseling sessions and résumé-review help will be
provided January 26–27 in the ALA JobLIST Placement Center during
the ALA Midwinter Meeting in Seattle. The sessions will be held in the
JobLIST Placement Center. Conference attendees are invited to start
or recharge their careers by meeting with a professional career
counselor....
Human Resource Development and Recruitment, Jan. 2

Network during the free JobLIST
open house

As part of its continuing efforts to help job
seekers and employers make connections, the
ALA JobLIST Placement Center will host an
open house on January 27 in the JobLIST
Placement Center during the upcoming
Midwinter Meeting in Seattle. All conference attendees are welcome to
attend....
Human Resource Development and Recruitment, Jan. 2

ALA recognizes Sen. Olympia Snowe’s
leadership

On behalf of the millions of people who use our
nation’s public, school, and academic libraries, ALA
expresses its deepest appreciation for the
distinguished work of Sen. Olympia J. Snowe (RMaine, right). Upon her retirement from the US Senate
on January 3, the library community wants to note the
tremendous leadership and work she has done, often on a bipartisan
basis, to support libraries....
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Legal expert Tomas A.
Lipinski offers The
Librarian’s Legal
Companion for
Licensing
Information
Resources and
Services, a definitive
sourcebook for
information licensing in
libraries, including
copyright and contract
matters, general
contract law concepts,
developments in online
and information
contracting, and the
advantages and
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ALA Washington Office, Dec. 28

Oak Park students gain News
Know-how

High school students, using the Oak Park (Ill.)
Public Library as their “newsroom,” gained valuable lessons in
distinguishing fact from opinion, as they examined news coverage of a
wide range of important issues through the News Know-how news
literacy project. Administered by Office for Intellectual Freedom, the
initiative trained students, grades 10–12, in 10 public libraries in basic
news literacy skills. The News Know-how initiative is currently
selecting three more sites for 2013....

disadvantages of
licensing. Readers will
find clear guidance on
deciphering the
legalese in
agreements, as well as
advice on negotiating
or countering
provisions with libraryfriendly alternatives.
NEW! From ALA
Neal-Schuman.

Office for Intellectual Freedom, Jan. 7

Legal issues in Web 2.0 and cloud
computing

Web 2.0 tools and cloud computing applications are
now fundamental to libraries, but many LIS
professionals may be unaware of the legal issues
involved with their use. The No-Nonsense Guide to
Legal Issues in Web 2.0 and Cloud Computing, written
by Charles Oppenheim and available through ALA NealSchuman, simplifies the legal principles concerning
applications like YouTube, Facebook, Flickr, and Slideshare.”...
ALA Neal-Schuman, Jan. 4

Digital humanities in practice

Digital humanities is a vibrant and increasingly
important global field, drawing together a broad
spectrum of disciplines. Digital Humanities in Practice,
available through ALA Neal-Schuman, offers a cuttingedge and comprehensive introduction to the field.
Editors Claire Warwick, Melissa Terras, and Julianne
Nyhan gather expert guidance from leading academics
and international case studies to explore the
possibilities and challenges that occur when culture and digital
technologies intersect....
ALA Neal-Schuman, Jan. 3

Archives in Australia

Records and archival arrangements in Australia are
globally relevant because Australia’s indigenous people
represent the oldest living culture in the world, and
because modern Australia is an ex-colonial society now
heavily multicultural in outlook. Michael Piggott’s
Archives and Societal Provenance: Australian Essays,
available through ALA Neal-Schuman, explores this
distinctiveness, using the theoretical concept of societal
provenance as propounded by Canadian archival scholars....

Great Libraries
of the World

ALA Neal-Schuman, Jan. 8

Go back to the Top
Main Library, Port
Elizabeth, South Africa.
The library is the only
historic building in
South Africa that was
built as a public library
and still functions as
one. Completed in
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Featured review: Adult fiction

Berg, Elizabeth. Tapestry of Fortunes. Apr.
2013. 240p. Random, hardcover (978-08129-9314-1).
Cecilia Ross, a motivational speaker who
teaches others to live their truth, is unable to
follow her own advice. When she receives a
postcard out of the blue from the one man
she never got over, she realizes it’s time to
turn her regrets around. She seeks guidance
from the fortune-telling devices that she
stores in a box in the bedroom closet. Acting on their
messages, Cece puts her house on the market, moves in with
three women who are equally restless, and takes off with this
newfound pack of friends, each on a mission to find the people
and opportunities they missed....

1902, the Gothic
Revival building
features a stainedglass dome on the
second floor and a
terra-cotta façade that
was manufactured in
England. A majestic
Sicilian marble statue
of Queen Victoria that
stands outside the
front door was erected
and unveiled in 1903.

Back page: Best personal
reading

Bill Ott writes: “Here’s how you tell
if it’s been a rough year at Booklist:
After putting out the call for
contributions to our annual bestpersonal-reading edition of the
Back Page, a bunch of editors reply that they didn’t do any
personal reading this year. I’ve always suspected that Robert
Frost was dead wrong (and a little pompous) when he
advocated that we make our avocation our vocation. Kudos to
all the fun-loving Booklisters who rose to the occasion and
read or listened to a book that they weren’t obligated to
review.”...

@

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
Go back to the Top

Seattle Update
ArtsGuide Seattle 2013

This selective guide to cultural attractions and events
(PDF file) has been created for attendees of the
2013 ALA Midwinter Meeting by the ACRL Arts
Section. It is divided into sections on architecture,
dance, music, theatre, visual arts, and museums.
See what’s close to you or plot your course by car,
foot, or public transit with the Google Maps version
of this guide....
ACRL Arts Section

Bookstores in Seattle

Whether you’re looking for a big-name
bookstore in Seattle (Elliott Bay Book
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National Library,
Beijing, China. The
Beijing city library
opened in 1912 and
began receiving
depository copies of all
Chinese publications in
1916. After it moved
to new quarters just
west of Beihai Park on
Wenjin Street in 1931
(where its Ancient
Books facility is
currently housed), the
library expanded
significantly. Two new
modern buildings
adjacent to Purple
Bamboo Park in the
western suburbs were
completed in 1987 and
2008. The East China
Architectural Design
Institute worked with
the German
architectural firm KSP
Engel and
Zimmermann on the
most recent building,
which was designed
around the library’s
most prized
possession, a copy of
the 18th-century Siku
Quanshu, the Qing
dynasty’s compilation
of classic literature;
the multivolume Siku
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Company, right) or that tiny, independent
spot filled with unique books, the City Guide
has you covered. Try visiting these Seattle
bookstores when you are in town for the
Midwinter Meeting....
SheKnows City Guide

Seattle moviemaking, past and
present

Michael Upchurch writes: “The Isis, the
Mission, the Liberty, the Lyric, the Alhambra,
the Dream Theatre. In the 1920s, these
would have been names familiar to any
dedicated Seattle moviegoer. In ‘Celluloid
Seattle: A City at the Movies’ at the Museum of History and Industry,
860 Terry Ave. N., curator Robert Horton traces the city’s moviewatching habits and moviemaking legacy since the 1890s. The exhibit
runs through September 8.” The museum just reopened December 29
after a $90 million transformation....
Seattle Times, Jan. 7; New York Times, Dec. 28

Movies set in Seattle

A number of movies have been set or filmed in the
Seattle area (although many were actually filmed in
Vancouver). This list was compiled in IMDb by George
Rabatin and includes 30 titles, from Sleepless in
Seattle to WarGames. A Wikipedia list includes 66
films. Best of all, check out Reel Life in Seattle: An
Insider’s Guide to Seattle Film Locations (PDF file),
which provides a map of major spots. This guide
focuses on Sleepless in Seattle locations....
IMDb; Wikipedia; Seattle Film Office; Film in America

Seattle’s most iconic foods

What are Seattle’s most iconic foods? Here’s
the list from the Seattle Post-Intelligencer that
includes many great suggestions from
Facebook followers, such as Rainier cherries
(right): Locals know these cherries outshine
boring Bings, and that they’re great from the
Pike Place Market....
Seattle Post-Intelligencer: Seattle’s Big Blog, May 21

Classic burgers

Allison Austin Scheff writes: “Hanging out at Seattle’s
classic burger places colors the memories of friends,
parents, and grandparents. Dick’s Drive-In,
Burgermaster, and even the comparatively young Red
Mill Burgers are burger icons, beloved for far more than
just fries and shakes.” Read more about Dick’s burgers
here (the closest to downtown is at 111 N.E. 45th
Street). Another contender is Lunchbox Laboratory,
1253 Thomas Street, which has a sense of humor, an arcade room,
and 1970s TV–themed lunchboxes....
Seattle Magazine, Jan. 2012; Serious Eats, Jan. 21, 2011

Seattle Boat Show: Indoors and afloat
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is housed in a glass
vault in the plinth of
the library, and visible
at all times. A
“floating” steel roof,
which looks like a book
from the outside and
like a computer
microprocessor from
the air, contains the
media and digital
sections of the library.
Other valuable
holdings are the
inscriptions on animal
bones and tortoise
shells from the Shang
Dynasty (oracle bones
more than 3,000 years
old); ancient
manuscripts from the
Mogao Caves near
Dunhuang; copies of
Buddhist sutras dating
to the 6th century;
and the Yongle
Encyclopedia, a
Chinese compilation
commissioned by the
Ming Dynasty Emperor
Yongle in 1403–1408.
This AL Direct feature
showcases 250 libraries
around the world that are
notable for their exquisite
architecture, historic
collections, and innovative
services. If you find yourself
on vacation near one of
them, be sure to stop by for
a visit. Some will be featured
in The Whole Library
Handbook 5, edited by
George M. Eberhart, which is
scheduled for publication in
2013 by ALA Editions. There
is also a Great Libraries of
the World Pinterest board.

AL Direct, January 9, 2013

The Seattle Boat Show, January 25–February 3, is
the West Coast’s largest boat show, featuring more
than 1,000 recreational watercraft, seminars, and
the latest accessories indoors at CenturyLink Field,
plus afloat on South Lake Union. A free shuttle runs
every 30 minutes between CenturyLink Field and
South Lake Union. The Splash aerial acrobatic show
consists of three separate acrobatic performances
high above the boats in the West Hall at CenturyLink Event Center....
Seattle Boat Show

Career Leads
from

Simple products for traveling smart

Ellen Warren writes: “Packing is so personal, I think
it’s naive to put together a list of musts that works
for everyone. So what I’ve put together here is an
array of products and practices that you might not
have thought of that I, and others I surveyed, have
found particularly helpful. For starters, my most
essential travel item is the sleep mask shown
here.”...
Chicago Tribune, Dec. 21

FCC to ease internet restrictions on flights

Federal officials inched closer to allowing the internet aboard more
flights. The Federal Communications Commission approved on
December 28 an application process for airlines to obtain broadband
internet licenses aboard their planes. Previously, airlines were granted
permission on an ad hoc basis. Airlines need the FCC’s permission to
tap into satellite airwaves while in flight, as well as permission from
the Federal Aviation Administration, which oversees the safety of
inflight internet systems....
Washington Post, Dec. 28

Go back to the Top

Division News
Erin McKean to speak at ALCTS
President’s Program

Erin McKean, founder of Wordnik.com and the former
editor-in-chief of American Dictionaries for Oxford
University Press, is the featured speaker at the ALCTS
President’s Program on July 1 during the ALA Annual
Conference in Chicago. Her talk is titled “Confessions
of a Digital Packrat.” She has authored Weird and Wonderful Words
and More Weird and Wonderful Words....
ALCTS, Jan. 7

Be calm as you implement the common
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Senior Library
Manager, Timberland
Regional Library,
Olympia, Washington.
Timberland Regional
Library seeks an
energetic, creative,
dynamic, collaborative,
flexible, fun, wellorganized, customeroriented leader to
manage the busy
downtown Olympia
Timberland Library. If
you enjoy the
challenges of working in
a growing community,
and are dedicated to
partnering with
community groups,
schools, and city and
county officials, apply
now. We desire
demonstrated skills in
leadership, teambuilding, management
of staff, and the ability
to provide high-quality
customer service. The
34 talented and
experienced staff
welcomes an average
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core

Register now for the new AASL e-Academy course,
“Common Core: Moving from Complex to Calm, Cool,
and Collected.” This four-week, self-paced course
facilitated by Paige Jaeger (right) will run February 4–
March 1. Registration and course information are
available on the AASL e-Academy page. Participants
will leave the course with strategies to reach out to classroom
teachers for CCSS integration....

of 1,500 people per
day, circulates close to
a million items per
year, and offers a wide
array of programs and
services....

AASL, Jan. 4

Mentoring new information
professionals

ACRL has published the fourth installment in its Active
Guides series: Pay It Forward: Mentoring New
Information Professionals by Mary Ann Mavrinac and
Kim Sytmest. The book offers a unique perspective on
mentoring by examining aspects of the relationship
from the points of view of both mentor and mentee.
Mavrinac and Sytmest describe the benefits of
mentoring to each participant, and the profession as a whole, in
forming a mentoring partnership....

@

More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week

ACRL, Jan. 7

Manage your stress on January 23

Working in a public library is not for the faint-hearted, so
it’s important to keep both heart and mind healthy. Make
a commitment this month by joining PLA and instructor
Pat Wagner, partner and trainer for Pattern Research in
Denver, on January 23, for a live, one-hour webinar, “The
Thinking Person’s Guide to Stress Management.”...
PLA, Jan. 8

New Career Resources web page from RUSA

Looking for a library job? RUSA has created a Career Resources page
to make your job search more effective and productive. Whether your
specialty is in academic, special, corporate, or public libraries, it has
something for everyone looking for a job in reference and user
services....
RUSA Blog, Dec. 27

Leadership development seminar at Midwinter

LLAMA will present “Mindful Leadership through Tough Times” on
January 27 during the ALA Midwinter Meeting in Seattle. Speakers will
be Irene Herold, Kathleen DeLong, and Stephanie Beverage. The
seminar will also feature a presentation by this year’s LLAMAsponsored participants in ALA’s Emerging Leaders project....
LLAMA, Dec. 26

Free PLA webinar recording on ebooks

PLA has released the free archive recording of the 90-minute webinar,
“E-Book Action: Inform and Inspire Your Community.” This
informative webinar offers inspiring case studies and practical tips to
reach out to community members to not only explain why libraries
have limited ebook collections but also enlist their help in improving
ebook access. The webinar consists of three presentations that
highlight distinct initiatives....
PLA, Dec. 21
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The Lincoln Financial
Foundation
Collection, housed at
the Allen County Public
Library in Fort Wayne,
Indiana, contains
20,000 rare Abraham
Lincoln family
photographs, letters,
broadsides,
newspapers, textiles,
and election tickets.
Curated Groupings are
featured on topics
ranging from Lincoln’s
family life in Illinois to
the Emancipation
Proclamation. Family
photographs from the
collection can be seen
in Steven Spielberg’s
2012 film, Lincoln, and
the Allen County Public
Library received
acknowledgement in
the film’s credits. The
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Two AASL seminars archived on eCOLLAB

Archives of two recent webinars, “Worlds of Learning with Inanimate
Alice” and “Making the Most of Professional Learning Communities,”
are now available online as a part of the AASL professional
development repository, eCOLLAB. AASL members and eCOLLAB
subscribers have access to the archives....
AASL, Jan. 8

Wendy Stephens appointed manager of YALSAblog

YALSA has named Wendy Stephens as the member manager of the
YALSAblog. This blog delivers news, information, and resources of
interest to public and school librarians and library workers who work
for and with teens. Stephens will begin on February 1....
YALSA, Jan. 7

Go back to the Top

Awards & Grants
Youth Media Awards slated for
January 28

Children’s and young adult authors,
illustrators, and publishing groups are
waiting in anticipation for the 2013 ALA
Youth Media Award announcements. ALA will
announce 19 awards the morning of January
28 from the Washington State Convention
Center in Seattle. The awards include the Newbery and Caldecott
Medals, the Coretta Scott King Book Awards, and the Michael L. Printz
Award. Tune in live online....
ALSC, YALSA, Jan. 8

RUSA Book and Media Awards Reception

In just three weeks RUSA will unveil the winners of its Reading List,
Notable Books, and Listen List selections, as well as the winners of its
other awards. All ALA Midwinter Meeting participants are invited to
the RUSA Book and Media Awards Reception on January 27 in
Seattle....
RUSA Blog, Jan. 7

Interviews with I Love My Librarian
Award winners

collection website
receives more than
30,000 visits per
month, and tours of
the vault are available
to library visitors. The
collection is owned by
the State of Indiana;
the Indiana State
Museum in
Indianapolis holds the
fine art, sculpture,
prints and engravings,
sheet music, and
three-dimensional
artifacts.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site, Check out
our Featured Digital
Libraries Pinterest board.

Noted and
Quoted
“If you can butcher a
hog in a library, then
all sorts of other
things become
possible.”
—Sean Casserley, director of
the Johnson County (Kans.)
Library, Wall Street Journal,
Jan. 7.

@

More quotes...

Winning the 2012 Carnegie Corporation of New
York/New York Times I Love My Librarian Award
meant something different to each of the
winners. The 10 winners briefly discuss their
award in these YouTube videos....
Campaign for America’s Libraries, Jan. 8; At Your Library

Apply for a John Cotton Dana Award

ALA is accepting submissions for the John Cotton
Dana Award. Managed by LLAMA, the award honors
outstanding library public relations programs. Eight
$10,000 grants are awarded each year by the H. W.
Wilson Foundation, and the annual Awards Tea is
sponsored by ALA and EBSCO Publishing. Entry
documents are available on the EBSCO website, and entries must be
received by February 1....
LLAMA, Dec. 21
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The Entrepreneur's Starter
Kit: 50 Things to Know
Before Starting a Business

AL Direct, January 9, 2013

ALA awards deadline extended

The deadline has been extended to February 15 for a number of ALA
awards and grants, including the Beta Phi Mu Award, Melvil Dewey
Award, Paul Howard Award For Courage, Scholastic Library Publishing
Award, and the Sullivan Award for Public Library Administrators
Supporting Services to Children. Although the online application has a
December 1 deadline date, the applications will be accepted through
February 15....

Congress to Discuss How to
Prevent Gun Massacres

Deadline extended for Immroth Award nominations

Rae Anne Locke, 2012
Winner of the I Love My
Librarian Award (video)

Office of ALA Governance, Jan. 2

The deadline for nominations for the John Phillip Immroth Memorial
Award has been extended to February 17. The award honors
intellectual freedom fighters in and outside the library profession who
have demonstrated remarkable personal courage in resisting
censorship. The award consists of $500 and a citation. Individuals,
groups of individuals, and organizations are eligible for the award.
Nominations and supporting evidence should be sent to Shumeca
Pickett....
Intellectual Freedom Round Table, Dec. 26

ASCLA, RUSA awards deadlines extended

ASCLA has extended the nomination deadline to January 31 for its
2013 awards, which recognize projects focused on library services to
people with disabilities. The nomination deadline has been extended to
January 15 for several annual awards offered by RUSA....

Story of Military Mail from
Revolutionary War to
Afghanistan
If It's Sunday, It's Popular
Sunday Morning News Talk
Shows

Oral History of Popular
Music: John and Yoko, Ray
Charles, Mick Jagger and
More
School Librarian Rae Anne
Locke: Cultivating Her
Garden

Join Us on Facebook
Subscribe to our
Newsletter

ASCLA Blog, Dec. 17; RUSA Blog, Dec. 17

Apply for a Día minigrant

ALSC is now accepting applications for minigrants intended to prepare
libraries to incorporate El día de los niños/El día de los libros into
their existing programs throughout the year. Libraries will use these
minigrants to initiate a Día Family Book Club Program. The grants are
part of ALSC’s Everyone Reads @ your library grant, funded by the
Dollar General Literacy Foundation. Apply by February 1....
ALSC, Jan. 7

Calendar

Citizens-Save-Libraries grants available

Jan. 10:

United for Libraries, Jan. 8

Jan. 25–27:

Applications for the Citizens-Save-Libraries grants from United for
Libraries, made possible by a grant from the Neal-Schuman
Foundation, are due March 15. The 20 grants will support advocacy at
the local level for libraries with troubled budgets by sending expert
advocates to library sites over the next two years....

National Arts and Humanities Youth Program
Awards (PDF file)

The National Arts and Humanities Youth Program Awards are the
nation’s highest honor for out-of-school arts and humanities programs
that celebrate the creativity of American youth. Libraries are eligible
to apply. The winning programs are honored at a White House
ceremony and will receive $10,000. The deadline is February 4....
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Live, Web Episode.
“Landing Your Ideal
Library Job.”

First Annual
Otherworlds Fantasy
Fest, 1886 Crescent
Hotel and Spa, Eureka
Springs, Arkansas.

Jan. 25–29:

ALA Midwinter
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Institute of Museum and Library Services, Jan. 2

LibraryAware Community Award

The deadline is approaching for libraries
interested in submitting entries for the first-ever LibraryAware
Community Award. Submissions must be postmarked by February 1.
The award recognizes cities and towns and their libraries that have
demonstrated an ability to make the community aware of what the
library can do for them—and have delivered on that promise. The
award will be given during National Library Week....
EBSCO Publishing, Jan. 3

Library assistant is 2012 Cookie
Queen

Paula Chin (right), library assistant at the
Canton (Mass.) Public Library, was the winner
of the Boston Herald’s Holiday Baking Contest.
According to the Herald, “Chin swept the field
with her take on rugelach, a rich pastry filled
with dried fruit and nuts.” The newspaper proclaimed Chin the Cookie
Queen for 2012....
Canton (Mass.) Citizen, Jan. 2

Meeting, Seattle. “The
Conversation Starts
Here.”

Jan. 31:

Canadian Association
of Professional
Academic Librarians,
First Membership
Meeting, Ontario
Institute for Studies in
Education, University
of Toronto.

Feb. 1–3:

How to Make a
Makerspace,
workshop, Artisan’s
Asylum, Somerville,
Massachusetts.

Feb. 2–5 :

Rob Lopresti wins Black Orchid Novella
Award

Western Washington University Reference Librarian
Rob Lopresti (right) is the 2012 winner of the Black
Orchid Novella Award for his novella “The Red
Envelope,” set in Greenwich Village in 1958. The
award is the major prize for mysteries of novella
length (15,000 to 20,000 words). It is presented
each year by Wolfe Pack, in cooperation with Alfred
Hitchcock’s Mystery Magazine. Wolfe Pack’s 2012 Nero Award went to
Dana Stabenow for Though Not Dead (Minotaur Books)....
Bellingham (Wash.) Herald, Dec. 27; Wolfe Pack, Dec. 2
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Libraries in the News
LC has a Twitter archive but no
way to access it

National Reading
Recovery and K–6
Classroom Literacy
Conference,
Columbus (Ohio)
Convention Center.
Sponsored by the
Reading Recovery
Council of North
America. “Creating a
Literate Future
Together.”

Feb. 6–9:

Special Libraries
Association,
Leadership Summit,
Crowne Plaza Dallas
Downtown Hotel.

Feb. 8:

The Library of Congress has been busy
archiving the sprawling and frenetic Twitter
archive dating back to the site’s 2006 launch.
That means saving for posterity more than
170 billion tweets and counting, with an average of more than 400
million new tweets sent each day. LC hasn’t started the daunting task
of sorting or filtering its 133 terabytes of Twitter data. However, the
library does have a priority to make the archive accessible to
researchers in a comprehensive, useful way. One problem is that it
takes 24 hours to perform a single search on the complete archive.
But at least Twitter is now allowing individuals to archive their entire
tweet sets....

HTML5 and CSS3:
Ready for Prime
Time? Online
Conference. Sponsored
by Amigos Library
Services.

Greenville librarian explains

Feb. 14:

Washington Post, Jan. 3; Library of Congress Blog, Jan. 4; BuzzFeed, Jan. 4; Twitter Blog,
Dec. 19
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Feb. 8:

Online Northwest,
Conference, CH2M Hill
Alumni Center, Oregon
State University,
Corvallis.

American Libraries

AL Direct, January 9, 2013

Neonomicon decision

Beverly James (right) is standing up to a national
backlash from organizations that fight book banning
and from fans of award-winning author Alan Moore,
who say her decision to take his graphic novel out of
circulation at the Greenville County (S.C.) Library is
nothing short of censorship. “I’m not going to change
my mind,” she said in the first expansive interview she’s given since
she decided to take Moore’s Neonomicon out of circulation in
December. Watch the video (0:54)....
Greenville (S.C.) News, Jan. 3

Blacksmithing, bowling,
butchering @ your library

Owen Fletcher writes: “Alex Pope had no
qualms about the ruckus one of his employees
made on a recent afternoon at Johnson
County’s Central Resource Library in Overland
Park, Kansas. The fellow in a black apron and
baseball cap sawed around the joint of a 120pound pig carcass and snapped off the back leg. ‘It was a pretty
audible crack,’ said Pope. ‘We like to start with that one because it’s
pretty dramatic.’”...
Wall Street Journal, Jan. 7

School library thrives after ditching
print

Benilde–St. Margaret’s High School in
Minneapolis may have removed nearly all of the
physical books from its Moore Library in 2011,
but it remains a vital educational space. The
expansive use of digital tools plays a major role
in the success of the “no books” library, said Principal Sue Skinner, as
does a robust community of neighboring branch and university
libraries. “We weren’t saying no to hard-copy books, but let’s not
duplicate what public and other libraries have.”...
School Library Journal: The Digital Shift, Jan. 8

Oval Office tapes highlight new LBJ
Library

The Lyndon Baines Johnson Presidential Library
reopened in Austin, Texas, on December 22 after
extensive renovations, allowing visitors to listen
to more than 60 Oval Office phone calls and get
reacquainted with an animatronic, life-sized
version of LBJ. The library has undergone a yearlong, $10 million renovation and now has “a completely new look and
feel,” Director Mark Updegrove said. He considers the 643 recorded
hours of the 36th president’s phone conversations to be the crown
jewel of the collection....
NBC News, Dec. 21

Library turns FEMA grant into new science facility

The Brownsville (Tex.) Public Library System is turning a grant from
the Federal Emergency Management Agency into a state-of-the-art
facility for science education. The main library is one of three
Brownsville sites approved for the construction of FEMA hurricane
domes—large storm shelters made possible through federal assistance
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Live, Web Episode.
“Mobile Services: The
Library in Your Pocket.”

Feb. 21–22:

Personal Digital
Archiving,
Conference, Adele H.
Stamp Student Union,
University of Maryland,
College Park.

Feb. 23:

The Truth about
Expression,
Conference, Dominican
University GSLIS,
Butler Children’s
Literature Center, River
Forest, Illinois.

Mar. 6–8:

Louisiana Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Hilton
Capitol Center
Downtown, Baton
Rouge. “Louisiana
Libraries: Unlock the
Possibilities!”

Mar. 21–24:

Alaska Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Valdez
Convention and Civic
Center, Valdez.
“Alaska’s Libraries: The
Original Discovery
Channel.”

Apr. 2:

International
Children’s Book Day.

Apr. 15–17:

London Book Fair,
Earls Court, London,
UK.

Apr. 24–29:

Abu Dhabi
International Book
Fair, United Arab
Emirates.

May 30–
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to the state stemming from devastation wrought by Hurricane Ike in
September 2008. And it will be home to Brownsville’s first permanent
planetarium....
Brownsville (Tex.) Herald, Jan. 4

Charleston Library Society starts a
book bindery

The Charleston (S.C.) Library Society has
started its own book bindery to bind, by hand,
new editions of historic books and repair books
in its collection of tens of thousands of volumes
dating to the 15th century. “There are several
lifetimes of work in this library,” said Brien Biedler, who has been the
bookbinder there since August. To support its new bindery and
archival lab, the library published a new, limited edition of The
Carolinian Florist, a 1798 work by John Drayton....
Associated Press, Jan. 2

Judith’s Reading Room opens its
45th library

Based in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, Judith’s
Reading Room provides free books to
American troops and children in the US and
around the world to create libraries that
spread freedom through literacy. Its first
library in Albania opened in Quatrom (right) in September and the
second—its 45th worldwide—began in December in the historic village
of Polene. Cathy and Scott Leiber founded the organization in 2010 in
memory of Scott’s cousin, Judith Krug, who was the founding director
of the ALA Office for Intellectual Freedom....
Easton (Pa.) Express-Times, Jan. 5

Japan to archive 2011
earthquake photos

The Japanese Ministry of Internal Affairs and
Communications, jointly with the National
Diet Library, on January 10 will begin to test
an integrated data management system for
more than 300,000 items related to the
Tōhoku Earthquake and Tsunami of March
11, 2011. The new system, to be completed
in March 2013, will allow users to locate photos taken in devastated
areas, interviews, proceedings of investigatory committees on the
Fukushima No. 1 nuclear power plant accident, and other data
through a National Diet Library website....
Asahi Shimbun, Jan. 9

Go back to the Top

June 1:

BookExpo America,
Javits Center, New
York City.

June 12–15:

American
International
Consortium of
Academic Libraries,
Annual Meeting and
Conference, John
Cabot University,
Rome, Italy. “New
Media, New Literacies,
New Models: LibraryIT-Faculty
Collaboration in a
Learning-Intensive
World.”

July 24–26:

US Electronic Thesis
and Dissertation
Association, Annual
Conference, Claremont
Colleges, Claremont,
California. “Waves of
Change: Oceans of
Opportunity.”

@
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Issues
Have journal prices really
increased that much?

Kent Anderson writes: “A recent report (PDF
file) from Paula Gantz sheds some interesting
light on what’s often used to measure prices
vs. what is actually driving increases in
expenditures. Library Journal’s annual
periodical price surveys are all based on print
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subscription prices, yet most journals are now basing their core
pricing and market presences on their digital versions. Gantz believes
that if we were to measure the true cost of licensing information at
libraries, prices have actually increased only slightly, and in some
cases have decreased.”...
The Scholarly Kitchen, Jan. 8

Do we still need libraries?

The New York Times reports that, as big stores like Borders
disappear, “many public libraries are seeing an opportunity to fill the
void created by the loss of traditional bookstores.” Is that the right
direction for libraries to take? What are libraries for, and how should
they evolve? Luis Herrera, Buffy Hamilton, Susan Crawford, and
Matthew Battles debate the issue....
New York Times, Dec. 27

Discover and deliver, or else

Lukas Koster writes: “Is there a future for
academic libraries? This question needs to
be addressed over and over again, because
libraries, particularly academic libraries,
persevere in the belief that they will stay
relevant in the future. I’m not so sure.
Personally, I think in the near future we will
see the end of the academic library as we know it. Let’s start by
looking at what are perceived to be the core functions of libraries:
discovery and delivery of books and articles.”...
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CommonPlace.net, Jan. 7

FTC tightens rules to protect children’s privacy
online

Websites and mobile apps will have to get parental permission to
collect photos, videos, and other information that children make public
online under federal guidelines released December 19. The Federal
Trade Commission’s update to child online privacy laws comes after a
two-year debate over how far the government should go to protect
the privacy of children 12 and younger without curbing the practices
of a thriving web economy that relies on data for advertising....
Washington Post, Aug. 1, Dec. 19

WILL Act reintroduced in House

In early January, Rep. Rush Holt (D-N.J.) reintroduced H.R. 113, the
Workforce Investment through Local Libraries (WILL) Act, for the new
113th Congress. This legislation proposes including libraries in the
Workforce Investment Act (WIA), and is cosponsored by Rep. Raúl
Grijalva (D-Ariz.) and Rep. Jared Polis (D-Colo.)....
District Dispatch, Jan. 8

Senate extends warrantless wiretapping

The Senate on December 28 reauthorized for five years broad
electronic eavesdropping powers that legalized and expanded the
Bush administration’s warrantless wiretapping program. The FISA
Amendments Act (PDF file) allows the government to electronically
eavesdrop on Americans’ phone calls and emails without a probablecause warrant so long as one of the parties to the communication is
believed outside the United States. The communications may be
intercepted “to acquire foreign intelligence information.”...
Wired: Threat Level, Dec. 28

Constitutional amendment could help
California library funding
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A Northern California state senator has introduced a
constitutional amendment that, if approved, could one
day help California libraries establish a steady source
of funding. Sen. Lois Wolk (D-Vacaville, right)
introduced Senate Constitutional Amendment 7, which
would lower from two-thirds to 55% the voter
approval threshold for passing special taxes and bonds for public
libraries. The earliest a proposed amendment could go before state
voters is June 2014....
Inland Valley (Calif.) Daily Bulletin, Dec. 21

Go back to the Top

Tech Talk
3D printing: Is it for libraries?

Phil Bradley writes: “3D printing is
something that I’ve been noticing for a
while kicking around the edge of the
profession, and a January 2 discussion
on Twitter, based on the blog posting
‘Mission Creep: A 3D Printer Will Not
Save Your Library’ by Hugh Rundle, that
I had with Shirley Burnham and Alan Wylie led me to explore it in
more detail. Libraries are about bettering communities. Does having a
3D printer help with this? First, try this video (4:51).”...
Phil Bradley’s Weblog, Jan. 3; It’s Not About the Books, Jan. 2; YouTube, Oct. 12

Report from the DPLA Appfest

Andromeda Yelton writes: “Add one part stress
test of the Digital Public Library of America’s API,
one part conceptual exploration of how DPLA
might work, and one part interdisciplinary
collaboration contact high, and what do you get?
The DPLA Appfest on November 8–9 in
Chattanooga, Tennessee. This day-and-a-half
event brought together developers, designers, and librarians from
across the US and Canada to build apps on the DPLA platform.”...
ACRL TechConnect, Dec. 20

12 tips for troubleshooting your
internet connection

Samara Lynn writes: “Even though your router
is one of the most useful tech devices you own,
it can also be one of the most troublesome.
Setting up a router—and keeping it running—is
still more complicated and requires more tech knowledge than the
average user could wish. Fortunately, we can help. The first step is
understanding what your router is and how it works.”...
PC Magazine, Dec. 19

How the Kindle Paperwhite
works

Frank O’Connell writes: “The Kindle
Paperwhite uses a unique lighting system
to illuminate its electronic ink display.
Rather than using a backlight as on LCDbased tablets, the Paperwhite uses a
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transparent light guide that directs light
from four edge-mounted LEDs down toward the surface of the
display. Barnes & Noble’s lighting, called GlowLight, has a similar
system with LEDs. Both of these glowing ebook readers cost $120.”...
New York Times, Dec. 26

A little extra power when you need it

Gregory Schmidt writes: “Smartphones are
convenient, until they run out of power. To help
provide an extra jolt of juice, MyCharge has
introduced a line of rechargeable power banks that
are compatible with a variety of devices. The top-ofthe-line model is the $100 Peak 6000, which can
charge devices three ways: through an Apple dock connector, a micro
USB connector, or a USB port. The multiple connectors are tucked
away like the ever-ready blades of a Swiss Army knife.”...
New York Times: Gadgetwise, Dec. 26

Kickstarter projects collected $274 million in 2012

In a big year for self-funding and crowdfunding, it’s hard to imagine
2012 without Kickstarter. The company revealed some stats on how it
is used in a presentation posted January 8, highlighting just how big
the platform has grown—and what it wants to emphasize about its
success....
GigaOM, Jan. 8; Kickstarter, Jan. 8

Are you using the best web browser for
Windows?

Joel Lee writes: “Ask anyone about the best browsers
in the web browsing market and you’ll likely get the
following list: IE, Chrome, Firefox. Those who are more
tech-savvy might list Opera as an alternative. Those
are the four most popular browsers on Windows, but which one is the
best web browser? Perhaps none of them.”...
MakeUseOf, Jan. 8

Will your scanner work with Windows 8?

M. David Stone writes: “Upgrading to a new version of an operating
system, including in particular a move to Windows 8 or Windows RT,
can lead to all sorts of problems trying to get your old hardware to
work with the new OS. Scanners have the additional problem of not
only typically needing updated drivers, but needing updated scan
utilities too. And for scanners that come with applications software,
there’s a good chance that the programs will need updates as well.”...
PC Magazine, Jan. 2

Windows history, from 1.0 to 8

Bogdan Popa writes: “The Windows
operating system has been around for a
while, and even if most of you are now
addicted to Windows XP, 7, or 8, there was
a time when people couldn’t live without
the classic Solitaire game. This video
(7:48) created by Compdude Productions showcases all Windows
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versions released by Microsoft so far, starting with the old Windows
1.0 and ending with Windows 8.”...
Softpedia, Jan. 7; YouTube, Jan. 3

Go back to the Top

E-Content
January ebook report from
Douglas County Libraries

Jamie LaRue writes: “Happy New Year! But
it’s not so happy for libraries and ebooks. As
the first pricing comparison (PDF file) of
2013 shows, fully half of Amazon’s top 20
bestsellers are not available from either OverDrive or 3M. Of those
that are, none of them is available to us at the consumer price. Some
of them cost more than five times as much. What’s the result? An
erosion of both our purchasing power, and ultimately, the public
perception of our utility and efficacy.”...
AL: E-Content, Jan. 4

The Smashwords deal

Peter Brantley writes: “In early January,
the Douglas County (Colo.) Libraries
announced that it had acquired 10,000 ebook titles from a leading
ebook distributor, Smashwords. At an average per-book cost of $4,
this required an expenditure of $40,000 to purchase, not merely
license, ebooks, nearly doubling the number of titles that DCL owns to
21,000. The deal was culminated through the legal equivalent of a
sketch on a cocktail napkin, not a 330-page contract with multiple
addenda.” DCL is looking for ways to help patrons discover these
ebooks from unfamiliar new authors....
Publishers Weekly: PWxyz, Jan. 6; Library Journal: The Digital Shift, Jan. 9

On the road for ebooks

Alan S. Inouye writes: “Since ALA President Maureen Sullivan led a
delegation to New York in late September, ALA leadership and the
Digital Content and Libraries Working Group (DCWG) have continued
to spread the word about ebooks and libraries. Here’s a summary of
where we’ve been in the past few months.” Members of the DCWG
will be posting on ebooks and libraries in the Digital Book World
blog....
AL: E-Content, Jan. 3; Digital Book World, Jan. 2

Jo Budler: LJ Librarian of the Year

John N. Berry III writes: “It was a seismic move in
the struggle to create a workable ebook access model
for the users of America’s libraries. Kansas State
Librarian Jo Budler rejected more than one proposal
from OverDrive for a new contract until a year ago
when she won the right to transfer titles from
OverDrive to a new platform. Her ongoing efforts in
the ebook battles, in addition to her significant local
contributions in the state of Kansas, made clear a picture of Budler as
an extremely effective library leader and LJ Editors’ choice for
Librarian of the Year 2013.”...
Library Journal, Jan. 7

Ebook reading jumps; print book reading
declines
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The population of ebook readers is growing. In 2012,
the number of those who read ebooks increased from
16% of all Americans ages 16 and older to 23%. At the
same time, the number of those who read printed
books in the previous 12 months fell from 72% of the
population ages 16 and older to 67%. Yet 89% of regular book
readers said they had read at least one printed book during the
preceding 12 months, compared to 30% who read one ebook.
Nicholas Carr writes that the “initial ebook explosion is starting to
look like an aberration.”...

Pew Internet and American Life Project, Dec. 27; Wall Street Journal, Jan. 5; Rough Type,
Jan. 1

Beyond ebooks: A question of DVD streaming

Christopher Harris writes: “The Association for Information Media and
Equipment and Ambrose Video Publishing sued UCLA in December
2010, claiming that its practice of streaming DVDs across the closed
university network to students enrolled in a class was a violation of
copyright. The initial case was dismissed in October 2011, and in
November 2012 the amended suit (PDF file) was also dismissed. So
what might this mean for your school or academic library?”...
AL: E-Content, Jan. 9; Library Journal, Oct. 4, 2011

Is the e-reader revolution over?

Greg Bensinger writes: “The e-reader era just arrived, but now it may
be ending. Dedicated devices for reading ebooks have been a hot
category for the past half-dozen years, but the shrinking sizes and
falling prices of full-featured tablet computers are raising questions
about the fate of reading-only gadgets like the Kindle and Nook.
Market researcher IDC recently estimated 2012 global e-reader
shipments were down 28% from 2011.”...
Wall Street Journal, Jan. 4

Your new Kindle: What you need to know

Jamie Lendino writes: “Amazon doesn’t pack a printed manual, and its
website doesn’t necessarily emphasize the simplest way to do things,
either. That’s where we come in. Here’s what you need to know to
get the most from your new Kindle—without spending a single extra
cent.”...
PC Magazine, Dec. 18

JSTOR opens up (some)

Nearly 800 journal publishers have agreed to make their
content available to individual users through JSTOR’s
Register and Read program, which launches in earnest
January 9, after the conclusion of a pilot that started last
year. While access to JSTOR’s full content is reserved for those with
ties to subscribing libraries, Register and Read lets anyone,
university-affiliated or not, read—but not download or copy—up to
three articles every two weeks, for free....
Inside Higher Ed, Jan. 9; Jan. 13, 2012

Patron privacy in a digital world

Christopher Harris writes: “As content and patron
interactions go online, there are a whole slew of
new regulations to consider. There are the usual
Section 508 compliance requirements to make
resources accessible to people with disabilities, but
other privacy requirements have been cropping up
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around the country. As of now, libraries are mostly
exempt from these laws, but it may not hurt to be
in compliance anyway.” Here are 25 websites that
the Wall Street Journal identified as sharing your personal data....
AL: E-Content, Dec. 19; Wall Street Journal, Dec. 7

What the DPLA can mean for
libraries

John Palfrey writes: “One of the concerns
expressed about the planning initiative to
create a Digital Public Library of America is
that its very existence might threaten public
libraries. While I credit this fear, the DPLA is
designed to do precisely the opposite: to establish a platform and
resources that will help libraries and other cultural heritage
institutions, both public and private, to succeed in a digital era.”...
Library Journal: The Digital Shift, Jan. 3

Italian train passengers enjoy free
ebooks

Dan Eldridge writes: “You may have already
heard about the unusual business collaboration
between the Italian book publishing company
known as RSC Libri, and the Italian train
company, ITV. The partnership, dubbed Ebooks
Aboard!, will give passengers on Italian trains free access to ebooks.
The general idea is to study the way consumers read and discover
digital content.”...
TeleRead, Dec. 27
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Books & Reading
15 undeniable truths about book
nerds

Here are some things we know to be true
about being a bibliophile: The true way to
make us happy is to give us more books. We
have priorities. Even our pets are well read.
We have many book boyfriends. We
experience book hangover on a regular basis....
Epic Reads, Jan. 4

Six manga librarians

Lynzee Lamb writes: “The sexy librarian is a character
staple, but nothing’s better than a bookworm that’ll
take you down intellectually and in combat.” Here are
six that flourish within the manga genre, from Vivio
Takamachi (librarian of the Infinity Library) to
Mattalast Ballory (right, one of the librarians of the
Bantorra Library who guard the books of the dead)....
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Anime News Network: The List, Dec. 29

LGBTQ characters on “best of” lists

Emily Calkins writes: “If you haven’t already read Kelly
Jensen’s breakdown of this year’s ‘best of’ lists, go
check it out. It’s a fantastic and thorough post. In order
to maintain a little Hub-wide consistency, I’ve used the
same five lists and data to take a close look at the
seven nonfiction titles that have LGBTQ protagonists or
LGBTQ issues as a central story line. While this may
seem like a small number, it’s worth noting that there
were only 44 novels with LGBTQ characters or issues published this
year.”...
YALSA The Hub, Dec. 13, 27; Malinda Lo, June 25

What is Beowulf?

Some readers may be aware that the British
Library holds the unique manuscript of the
Old English epic poem Beowulf (Cotton MS
Vitellius A XV). Want to find out more? Check
this link, which supplies answers to some of
the more frequent questions: How old is the
manuscript? Who owned it? Why is the manuscript damaged? It also
contains a short video featuring images of the manuscript....
British Library: Medieval and Earlier Manuscripts Blog, Jan. 4

Collecting literary clutter

Barry Newman writes: “The Green Library at Stanford University
houses William Saroyan’s mustache clippings. Timothy Leary’s
Nintendo Power Glove has been acquired by the New York Public
Library. At the Harry Ransom Center of the University of Texas at
Austin, Norman Mailer’s bar mitzvah speech is preserved in perpetuity.
Being dead helps, but isn’t required.” Yet Andrew G. Scrimgeour says
that acquiring book collections is akin to bereavement counseling....
Wall Street Journal, Jan. 2; New York Times Sunday Book Review, Dec. 28

Frederic Vinton, librarian and
scrapbooker

Stephen Ferguson writes: “Frederic Vinton (right)
served as the 20th librarian of Princeton University
from the fall of 1873 until his death on January 1,
1890. In addition to being a founder of ALA in 1876,
Vinton also left a series of scrapbooks as part of his
official legacy. He made these in order to both
document and systematically record prodigious national events during
his term, especially those dealing with death and disaster.”...
Rare Book Collections @ Princeton, Dec. 24

If Liz Lemon blurbed books

Amanda Nelson writes: “Ah, 30 Rock—source of some
of the best one-liners known to man (doesn’t get
better than ‘Live every week like it’s Shark Week’).
And Liz Lemon (right) would make the best of book
blurbers with her awkward-yet-piercingly-truthful
thoughts, such as, when refusing to blurb a 50 Shades
knock-off, ‘Okay, fine, maybe I’m a little old-fashioned.
I’m sorry I’m a real woman and not some over-sexed New York
nympho like those sluts on Everybody Loves Raymond.’”...
Book Riot, Jan. 7
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Tips & Ideas
Rediscovered management lessons

Karen G. Schneider writes: “This is a smattering of lessons I keep
rediscovering in management, which I felt like summarizing as I tick
into a new calendar year. A lot of it is obvious, very little of it is new
to me, and some of it has been said here before—but management
seems to consist of relearning the same things repeatedly, each time
in new ways.”...
Free Range Librarian, Jan. 6

Mobile connections to libraries

Some 13% of those age 16 and older have visited
library websites or otherwise accessed library
services by mobile device. This is the first reading in
a national survey by the Pew Research Center’s
Internet and American Life Project on this subject.
An earlier survey in 2009 by scholars at the
University of Washington found that 6% of
Americans ages 16 and older had used a mobile
device to connect to a library site, so the incidence
of this activity has doubled since then....
Pew Internet and American Life Project, Dec. 31

New York City libraries more popular
than ever

Ebooks have not spelled the demise of the local
library in New York. In fact, according to a new
report from the Center for an Urban Future, 40.5
million people visited the city’s public libraries—
more than the visitors to all of the city’s
professional sports teams and major cultural
institutions combined. The report finds that while
public libraries are serving more New Yorkers than ever, they are
“undervalued by policymakers and face growing threats.”...
New Tech City Blog, Jan. 8

Media consumption in the US

Sarah Perez writes: “It’s not too late for yet
one more 2012 year-in-review report, and
today’s latest addition comes from Nielsen,
which examined how Americans have been
consuming content over the course of the past
year. The report found that of the 289 million
US television owners, 119 million own four or
more television sets, making TV still the device
to beat when it comes to watching and
recording programs, among other things.”...
TechCrunch, Jan. 7; NielsenWire, Jan. 7

The sound of silence in the Library of
Congress

Glenn Fleishman writes: “The audiovisual
conservation part of the Library of Congress has
under its purview all recorded audio, film, video,
and associated printed material (like movie
scripts) donated to and collected by the library. The Packard Campus
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in Culpeper, Virginia, holds much of this collection. If you ever
wondered why we need an official repository to keep a record of our
creative past that has an eternal charter, rather than allowing
academic, corporate, and private libraries and archives to handle it,
one only need consider the problem of nitrate film base.”...
Boing Boing, Jan. 9

Unprogram your programs

Marge Loch-Wouters writes: “Sometimes it seems like programs are
planned to a fare-thee-well. Massive amounts of time, sweat, money,
prep, and pain go into what is essentially a 45-minute adventure with
kids. If you have a massive turnout (the room is full, the self-checkouts are swamped, the staff is scrambling), that kind of preparation
and staff time commitment seems to be worth the investment. Then
again, if you get a small turnout, is all the prep worth it?.”...
Tiny Tips for Library Fun, Jan. 7

Serving children whose parents are
incarcerated

Rebecca Hickman writes: “According to the National
Resource Center on Children and Families of the
Incarcerated, approximately 2 million children in the
United States have at least one parent who is
incarcerated. The number of children whose parents
are serving time on probation or parole is even higher. How can we
go about helping these children in a public library setting?”...
ALSC Blog, Jan. 5

Canadian Association of Professional Academic
Librarians

Leona Jacobs writes: “A new, national, nonprofit membership
organization has been created to promote, advance, and support the
profession of academic librarianship and to further the professional
interests of academic librarians in Canada: the Canadian Association
of Professional Academic Librarians (CAPAL). The first membership
meeting is being planned for January 31 in Toronto.”...
ALA Connect, Jan. 3

Top 10 ways to improve your
Google searches

Whitson Gordon writes: “Here are 10 ways
to beef up and speed up your Google
searches and find things more easily. For example, highlight your
search terms on the results pages: You’ve gotten some results for
your search terms, but then once you click on the page, you can’t
find where it actually used those words. You could just use Ctrl+F to
find them, but Google Quick Scroll will do it for you.”...
Lifehacker, Jan. 5

There’s no avoiding Google+

Amir Efrati writes: “Google is challenging Facebook by using a
controversial tactic: requiring people to use the Google+ social
network. The result is that people who create an account to use
Gmail, YouTube, and other Google services—including the Zagat
restaurant-review website—are also being set up with public Google+
pages that can be viewed by anyone online. Google+ is a Facebook
rival and one of the company’s most important recent initiatives as it
tries to snag more online advertising dollars.”...
Wall Street Journal, Jan. 2
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How to handle graymail

Jill Duffy writes: “Store discount
announcements, daily deal newsletters, wordof-the-day emails—all these messages are
graymail, solicited mail that you may want to
read sometimes, but are never crucial.
Graymail differs from spam in that the latter is
unsolicited, whereas graymail comes at your request. Here are some
solutions for managing graymail to keep your inbox in check.”...
PC Magazine, Jan. 7

Use Wolfram Alpha to create a strong password

Richard Byrne writes: “The next time you need to create a strong
password try Wolfram Alpha. If you enter ‘password’ or ‘generate
password’ into Wolfram Alpha, it will give you a random eightcharacter password as well as some alternate passwords.”...
Free Technology for Teachers, Jan. 6

How to cite a Tweet

Begin the entry in the works-cited list with the author’s real name
and, in parentheses, user name, if both are known and they differ. If
only the user name is known, give it alone. Next provide the entire
text of the tweet in quotation marks, without changing the
capitalization. Conclude the entry with the date and time of the
message and the medium of publication (Tweet).”...
Modern Language Association

What the heck is a metadata service?

Laura Smart writes: “The outcry regarding the Harvard Library’s
restructuring brings to light the vulnerability of traditional technical
services librarians. I received a mandate to turn metadata services
into public services when I began my current job. So what do we
mean by that? Obviously, the next-gen metadata services are not the
standard ones we’ve grown accustomed to in academic libraries.”...
Managing Metadata, Jan. 8

Rotterdam’s library sprouts a
green roof and a beehive

The Rotterdam (Netherlands) Central Library
building by Jacob Bered Bakema features a
modernist stepped design, expansive
windows, and a huge cascade of yellow
pipes. An ideal space for studying, meeting friends, reading, watching
films, and discovering new music, the library now boasts a new green
roof (right) complete with a beehive....
Inhabitat, Jan. 7

The Wall of Fun Facts

Melissa D’Agostino writes: “When I began
working at Towson University’s Albert S. Cook
Library, I got a desk situated so that I sat
staring at a large expanse of blank, off-white
wall. Then one day I was reminded of why I
was drawn to reference librarianship in the first
place: My love of learning random, generally
useless facts. Thus began my office-famous ‘Random Facts I Learned
while Working at Towson’ wall that draws visitors from all over the
library.”...
College & Research Libraries News 74, no. 1 (Jan.): 36–37, 49

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2013/january/010913-2.htm[7/16/2014 3:39:16 PM]

AL Direct, January 9, 2013

Living in a library

Chris Wadsworth writes: “When Atlanta
residents Randy Brazee and Jonathan Huff
first saw an old library building for sale, they
immediately saw a home. Brazee and Huff
are partners in life and in business, running
a successful real estate agency. So when the couple started exploring
the old Kirkwood Library in east Atlanta (right), they saw past the
commercial aspects of the 1942 building and the 1976 addition. They
saw the bones of what would become their showcase house.”...
USA Today, Dec. 30

You might be a librarian if:
#librarianstress

Evan Williamson writes: “On January 4, I
participated in the Twitter hashtag
#librarianstress, which started ironically as a
backlash from a CNBC article that named
‘librarian’ as one of the least stressful jobs
on the planet. I participated in the mocking
of both this article and the people who took it as a serious threat of
our position. The primary reaction in the library community was
immediate. Here are the facts as I see them.”...
Banned Library News, Jan. 5; CNBC News, Jan. 3; Screwy Decimal, Jan. 4

How to deal with pesky teens

Emily Ellis writes: “Before and after a
school break is usually a difficult time.
Teens can be extra energetic, to say the
least, and with time away, they can forget
how to behave in a library setting. Don’t
worry, they’ll get the hang of it again and
settle into the normal routine. But until
that time, Julia Reynolds and I are offering up some suggestions in
this video (5:00) on how to deal with those pesky teens.”...
The Gnoming Librarian, Jan. 7; YouTube, Jan. 6

Go back to the Top
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American Libraries Online
President’s Message: What you can do
about ebooks and libraries

ALA President Maureen Sullivan (right) writes: “I
wanted to share ideas about what you can do to help
solve the problem of publishers who will not sell
ebooks to libraries. Here are eight steps to start (and
continue) the conversation regarding library ebook
lending.”...
American Libraries column, Jan./Feb.

Executive Director’s Message:
Reenvisioning ALA

ALA Executive Director Keith Michael Fiels writes:
“Over the past few months, the ALA Executive Board
has been involved in a range of discussions that
reflect some of the more urgent issues facing
libraries, and the Association’s strategic priorities. Because the
Association, like libraries, must change and evolve to best serve our
communities, a series of brainstorming meetings this fall asked both
the ALA Executive Board and the division leadership to rethink
ALA.”...
American Libraries column, Jan./Feb.

Unlocking the riches of
HathiTrust

The constitutionality of digital fair use was
upheld in October, when US District Court
Judge Harold Baer summarily dismissed
the Authors Guild’s year-old lawsuit against
the HathiTrust library collaborative to block
the use of its growing repository of full-text book scans. An appeal is
pending. Meantime, blogerati Karen Coyle, Barbara Fister, and James
Grimmelmann shared with AL how they see this decision shaping the
future of sharing digitally preserved print materials....
American Libraries feature
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ALA Midwinter Meeting,
Seattle, January 25–29.
The Exhibits alone make
Midwinter worth the trip!
Explore solutions, connect
with more than 400
vendors, examine and
choose new products and
services, meet dozens of
authors, and enjoy live
events like Meet the
Authors and PopTop
Stage. The Grand opening
reception is on Friday,
5:30–7:00 p.m., and
Wrap Up/Rev Up is on
Monday (including the
501st Legion storm
troopers).

AL Direct, January 16, 2013

Flu preparedness (updated)

Q. One of our regular library visitors asked what
the library’s plan for preventing the spread of
the flu is. He has asked whether we wipe down
the books daily, or otherwise clean them to
prevent transmission. Does ALA have information
to help libraries on this subject? A. ALA has not
prepared detailed guidelines for a response to
seasonal influenza (“flu”), other than as part of general disasterreadiness guidelines. That being said....
AL: Ask the ALA Librarian, Jan. 16

AL Live: Landing your ideal library job

On January 10, we had a phenomenal discussion during Episode 2 of
American Libraries Live, “Landing Your Ideal Library Job.” If you
weren’t able to attend live, check out the recording. The Q and A
during the event was so active that participants requested a way to
continue the discussion afterwards. We’ve created a blog post that
includes a list of questions from the event and our Twitter feed. You
can continue the discussion with our panelists either through the blog
comments or Twitter....
American Libraries Live, Jan. 10–11

Credo Reference aids Columbia’s
writing program

Columbia University’s Undergraduate Writing
Program is a first-year seminar-style course
that challenges new students to read, write,
and think as critically as established academics.
Columbia has partnered with Credo Reference
on various customizations in the past. In fall 2011, Credo approached
Undergraduate Services Librarian Anice Mills and Digital Humanities
Librarian Bob Scott to pilot a new project that could enhance the role
librarians play in university writing instruction....
AL: Solutions and Services, Jan. 15

Go back to the Top

ALA News
A message to all ALA members

ALA President Maureen Sullivan writes: “As
we mark the halfway point of the 2011–
2015 ALA Strategic Plan, I am encouraged
by where ALA has positioned itself. Though
there has not been enough progress with
publishers and distributors, ALA has made
many contributions to library advocacy. As
we head into the 2013 ALA Midwinter Meeting, I thought it would be
useful to share highlights from the past year, say something about
some next steps, and invite you to join our efforts.” Watch the video
version (3:38)....
AL: E-Content, Jan. 15; YouTube, Jan. 15
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Alire appointed to National Council on
the Humanities

Camila A. Alire (right), ALA president in 2009–2010
and dean emerita at both the University of New Mexico
and Colorado State University, was one of three
individuals appointed to the National Council on the
Humanities. The council is the 26-member advisory
body to the National Endowment for the Humanities.
The three new appointees were nominated by President Barack
Obama in May and June 2012....
National Endowment for the Humanities, Jan. 14

ALA Midwinter Store features new and
popular products

Stop by the ALA Store (Booth #1670 in the Exhibit
Hall) during Midwinter for new and popular items
including posters and bookmarks featuring The
Hobbit, Origami Yoda and Darth Paper, and John
Green’s Reading Is Awesome (right); and new titles
hot off the press such as the long-awaited third
edition of Kay Ann Cassell and Uma Hiremath’s
Reference and Information Services: An Introduction....
ALA Publishing, Jan. 15

Order your 2013 Money Smart
Week materials

If you want to purchase bookmarks and posters
to participate in Money Smart Week, April 20–
27, a national initiative between ALA and the
Federal Reserve Bank in Chicago to provide financial literacy
programming to help patrons better manage their personal finances,
ALA needs your order form by February 6. You may view the
bookmarks and posters on the 2013 Money Smart Week order
form....
ALA Membership Blog, Jan. 10

January 27 will be Sweater Vest
Sunday

Take a stand for the freedom to read (and for
fashion) by participating in Sweater Vest Sunday. All
day on January 27, help spread the word about the
importance of reporting challenges to library
materials by wearing a sweater vest to your
meetings, lunches, programs, and special events. On
site in Seattle, Office for Intellectual Freedom staff
and volunteers will pass out stickers and postcards
to Midwinter attendees. You can also participate virtually by tweeting
photos of yourself in a sweater vest to @oif using the
#sweatervestsunday and #alamw13 hashtags....
Office for Intellectual Freedom, Jan. 10

Spotlight on Adult Literature

United for Libraries, along with Conference Services, will sponsor a
Spotlight on Adult Literature (PDF file) on January 26 in the Exhibit
Hall at the 2013 ALA Midwinter Meeting in Seattle. Participating
publishers will host book and galley giveaways and author signings....
United for Libraries, Jan. 15

Engage with USCIS at Midwinter
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Mary Herrmann, chief of the Public Engagement
division of the US Citizenship and Immigration
Services, will facilitate a discussion on digital
access to immigration resources and benefits on
January 27 at the 2013 Midwinter Meeting in
Seattle. The hour-long session will be an
opportunity for attendees to discuss potential citizenship-education
partnerships between USCIS and public libraries....
OLOS Columns, Jan. 11

Walk the Exhibit Hall like a pro

The Exhibit Hall at an ALA Midwinter Meeting can be overwhelming,
especially if it’s your first time at an ALA conference. Here are some
tips on how to handle the exhibits like a pro....
YALSA Blog, Feb. 21, 2012

Annual Conference registration
and housing now open

Key issues that will be covered at 2013
ALA Annual Conference in Chicago, June
27–July 2, will include digital content and
ebooks, technology in libraries, innovation, books and authors,
transformation, leadership, library advocacy, community engagement,
and library marketing. Visit the 2013 ALA Annual Conference website
to register and reserve housing....
Conference Services, Jan. 15

Program proposals for the 2013 Virtual Conference

Have you launched a new project that has transformed service at your
library? The 2013 ALA Virtual Conference will focus on important
issues for “Mapping Transformation” on July 24–25, and you can be
part of it. Submit your proposal for an engaging 45-minute program
by the end of the day on February 17....

Dog lovers and
readers of all ages will
adore this poster
featuring Daisy from
the 2012 Caldecottwinning picture book,
A Ball for Daisy.
Daisy’s story about
love and loss is told
with breathtaking
artistry by Chris
Raschka, who also
received a Caldecott
Honor in 1994 for Yo!
Yes? and the Caldecott
Medal in 2006 for The
Hello, Goodbye
Window. Celebrate the
75th Anniversary of
the prestigious
Caldecott awards with
this original illustration
created in its honor.
NEW! From ALA
Graphics.

Conference Services, Jan. 10

Sites will receive “Muslim Journeys”
bookshelf

The National Endowment for the Humanities, in
collaboration with the ALA Public Programs Office,
announced that 840 sites nationwide will receive a
copy of the “Bridging Cultures Bookshelf: Muslim
Journeys.” Sites have been selected in all 50 states,
D.C., and the US Virgin Islands, including 545 public
libraries, 259 academic and community college libraries, and 36 state
humanities councils. These sites may now apply online through March
29 for a $4,500 programming grant that will be awarded to 125 of
them....
Public Programs Office, Jan. 10, 15

Congressman objects to NEH “Muslim
books” grant

“It makes zero sense for the US government to borrow
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money from China in order to promote the culture of
Islamic civilizations,” Rep. Walter Jones (R-N.C., right)
stated January 10 regarding Craven Community College
in New Bern receiving a “Bridging Cultures Bookshelf:
Muslim Journeys” grant from the National Endowment
for the Humanities. In a letter (PDF file) to the college’s
board of trustees, he recommended “equal exposure to resources that
deepen the public’s understanding of Christianity and America’s rich
Judeo-Christian heritage.”...
Office of Congressman Walter Jones, Jan. 10

News Know-how library winners
named

Three public libraries have been selected to
receive more than $50,000 in training and support under the News
Know-how initiative that helps 10th–12th graders learn skills that will
help them distinguish fact from opinion, check news and information
sources, and distinguish between propaganda and news. The winners
are: San Antonio (Tex.) Public Library System, San José (Calif.) Public
Library, and Iowa Library Services/State Library of Iowa....
Office for Intellectual Freedom, Jan. 14

Ebooks: What librarians need to know

ALA Editions has launched a new facilitated eCourse,
“Ebooks: What Librarians Need to Know Now and for
the Future,” with Mirela Roncevic. This four-week
eCourse wiill begin on March 4. Roncevic will give you
the foundation you need to make ebooks work for
your library, exploring issues ranging from file
formats to delivery mechanisms and lending policies
and what they mean for libraries both now and in the
future. Registration can be purchased at the ALA
Store....
ALA Editions, Jan. 11

Two popular eCourses return

ALA Editions has announced new sessions of two popular eCourses on
building websites in WordPress and Drupal. Amanda Goodman and
Polly-Alida Farrington will serve as instructors for a six-week
facilitated eCourse, “Using WordPress to Build Library Websites,”
starting on March 6. And Ken Varnum will serve as the instructor for
the six-week facilitated eCourse, “Using Drupal to Build Library
Websites,” also starting on March 6....

Shanghai Library,
China. At 24 stories
and 348 feet tall,
Shanghai’s public
library is said to be
the tallest library in
the world. The
building, with 32
reading rooms, opened
in 1996 after the
library merged with
the Institute of
Scientific and
Technological
Information of
Shanghai to form a
joint public
services/sci-tech
business information
center. Founded in
1952, the library had
merged in 1958 with
the city Library of
Science and
Technology, the city
Library of Historical
Documents, and the
Shanghai Newspaper
Library to become the
second largest public
library in China.

ALA Editions, Jan. 11

Learn how to plan and prepare for RDA

A new session of the facilitated e-course “Planning and Preparing for
RDA” will begin April 1. It will be taught by Magda El-Sherbini of Ohio
State University Libraries, who was an active participant in
development of the RDA instructions....
ALA Editions, Jan. 15

How to manage Managing in the Middle
Fully a third of all library supervisors report to toplevel managers while managing teams of peers or
paraprofessional staff in some capacity. Editors
Robert Farrell and Kenneth Schlesinger present a
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Asiatic Society of
Mumbai Library,
Mumbai, India. Housed
in the north wing of
the neoclassical Town
Hall since 1830, the
library has a high
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practical guidebook for those supervisors with
Managing in the Middle, which assists middle
managers as they navigate through the challenges of
multitasking and continual gear-shifting....
ALA Editions, Jan. 14

Go back to the Top

Featured review: Adult fiction

Mathis, Ayana. The Twelve Tribes of Hattie.
Jan. 2013. 256p. Knopf, hardcover (978-0307-95942-3).
This was not the life that smart and lovely
Hattie expected to live after fleeing Jim Crow
Georgia in 1923 and settling in Philadelphia.
Two years later, married (at 16) to an
irresponsible man, she is poor, cold, hungry,
and desperate as her twin babies sicken with
pneumonia. Writing with stunning authority, clarity, and
courage, debut novelist Mathis pivots forward in time,
spotlighting intensely dramatic episodes in the lives of Hattie’s
nine subsequent children (and one grandchild to make the “12
tribes”), galvanizing crises that expose the crushed dreams
and anguished legacy of the Great Migration. Mathis writes
with blazing insight into the complexities of sexuality,
marriage, family relationships, backbone, fraudulence, and
racism in a molten novel of lives racked with suffering yet
suffused with beauty....

Viewing bonus: Watch (1:11) Ayana
Mathis (on the left), whose Twelve
Tribes of Hattie was selected for the
Oprah Book Club 2.0, single out as her
favorite book review (above) that of
Booklist Senior Editor Donna Seaman
for the turn of phrase “complexities of .
. . backbone.”

@

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
Go back to the Top
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ceiling, teak-paneled
walls, and elegant
cast-iron balustrades.
Founded by James
Mackintosh in 1804 as
the Literary Society of
Bombay, the society’s
collections include
more than 3,000
manuscripts in
Sanskrit, Arabic,
Persian, Urdu, and
Prakrit on both paper
and palm leaf; a
leather-bound, richly
illustrated 15thcentury codex of
Dante Alighieri’s Divine
Comedy; a Greek
grammar by
Constantine Lascaris,
printed by Aldus
Manutius in 1495; a
13th-century Sanskrit
text on the life of the
Jain Swami Vasupujya;
and a valuable
numismatic collection
of 11,829 coins.
This AL Direct feature
showcases 250 libraries
around the world that are
notable for their exquisite
architecture, historic
collections, and innovative
services. If you find yourself
on vacation near one of
them, be sure to stop by for
a visit. Some will be featured
in The Whole Library
Handbook 5, edited by
George M. Eberhart, which is
scheduled for publication in
2013 by ALA Editions. There
is also a Great Libraries of
the World Pinterest board.
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Seattle Update
Getting around town

Buses are $2.25 a trip, $2.50 during peak
commute hours: exact change only, pay when
you enter. New since ALA was last in Seattle,
light rail currently links downtown with SeaTac
Airport. The trip takes 40–60 minutes and
costs $2.75. As with all public transit, plan for extra travel time. The
last stop downtown, Westlake Center, is located only a couple blocks
away from the Convention Center. Taxis have a $40 flat rate in effect
for trips to and from the Downtown Seattle hotel district and SeaTac
Airport. If you are walking, beware steep hills two blocks east of the
Convention Center....
YALSA Midwinter wiki

Seattle’s districts

Seattleites usually describe Seattle locations in terms of
“neighborhoods.” This is partly because of a potentially
confusing system of street addresses. The breakdown
into neighborhoods is informal and mutates over time,
and while there are often signs on major arterial roads
to let you know that you are entering a particular
neighborhood, the placement of these signs is arbitrary.
See the map (right) of Seattle districts on the new
Wikivoyage Seattle page, which offers other destination
tips....
Wikivoyage

Archie McPhee

Archie McPhee is a Seattle-based novelty
store that opened in 1983. The
company’s line has expanded from
rubber chickens to glow-in-the-dark
aliens, bacon-scented air freshener, and hula-girl swizzle sticks. Its
kitsch appeal received national attention with the Librarian Action
Figure in 2003, a hard-plastic doll modeled after Seattle librarian
Nancy Pearl with “amazing push-button shushing action.” The store
remains a popular countercultural tourist destination and is currently
located at 1300 N. 45th Street in the Wallingford neighborhood....
Archie McPhee; Wikipedia

Volunteer Park
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Career Leads
from

Outreach Services
Manager. Poudre River
Public Library District in
Fort Collins, Colorado,
is looking for an
outreach professional to
lead the Outreach
Services Department in
delivering offsite library
services to underserved
groups and outlying
areas of the Poudre
River Public Library
District. Determines
information and literacy
needs of culturally
diverse and
underserved residents
throughout the District,
and develops strategies
for delivering materials
and services to them.
Manages the District’s
volunteer engagement
efforts and coordinates
offsite programs for
children, teens, and
adults....
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Located in the Capitol Hill area, Volunteer Park
includes a conservatory completed in 1912; a water
tower (right) with an observation deck (106 steps to
the top), built by the Water Department in 1906; a
fenced-off reservoir; the dramatic Art Deco building
of the Seattle Asian Art Museum; a statue of
Secretary of State William H. Seward; and a
sculpture by Isamu Noguchi, Black Sun (colloquially
referred to as “The Doughnut”), around which a
scenic view of the Seattle skyline, prominently featuring the Space
Needle, can be seen....

@

More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week

Wikipedia

Bruce Lee’s gravesite

Martial arts star Bruce Lee is buried in the
Capitol Hill Cemetery, just north of Volunteer
Park, at 1554 15th Avenue East. His son
Brandon is right beside him. The gravesite is
near a flagpole towards the top of the hill
behind a large heart-shaped tombstone. In
addition, the view of the Cascades on a clear
day is photo-worthy....
Trip Advisor

Woodland Park Zoo

For more than 110 years, Woodland Park Zoo
has been a cherished community resource and a
unique urban oasis in Seattle’s Phinney Ridge
neighborhood. The zoo manages the largest live
animal collection in Washington State, with
1,000 animals, representing more than 300
species. Daily activities include penguin feeding,
bird feeding, and behind-the-scenes tours. From downtown, take
Metro Transit #5 northbound to the zoo’s West Entrance at Phinney
Avenue N. and N. 55th Street....
Woodland Park Zoo

Klondike Gold Rush National
Historical Park

The Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park
is mostly in Skagway, Alaska, but there is a
visitor’s center in Seattle in the Pioneer Square
Historic District. It functions as an interpretive
center and museum and is located in the Cadillac Hotel at 319
Second Avenue South. The Cadillac Hotel building was a major point
of outfitting and departure during the gold rush stampede in 1897–
1898....
Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park

Go back to the Top

Division News
Jonathan Kozol to keynote AASL program
at Annual
Best-selling author and student advocate Jonathan
Kozol (right) will speak during the AASL President’s
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The Cambridge
Digital Library,
University of
Cambridge, UK, is an
ongoing project to
digitize the treasures
held by the university
library. The first phase
of the work is the
Foundations Project,
which runs from mid2010 to early 2014
and was made
possible through a gift
by Leonard Polonsky.
This generous support
will enable the library
to develop its technical
infrastructure and
create significant
content in the areas of
faith and science, two
areas of particular
strength within the
collections. The
Foundations of Faith
Collections will include
important works from
many religious
traditions, particularly
Judaism, Islam,
Christianity, and
Buddhism. They
include some of the
earliest Qur’anic
fragments on
parchment, the first
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Program at the 2013 ALA Annual Conference in
Chicago. Kozol has devoted his life to the challenge of
providing equal opportunity to every student in the
nation’s public schools, and won the 1968 National
Book Award in Science, Philosophy, and Religion for
Death at an Early Age, which chronicled his first year of teaching. The
AASL website has more information on the division’s lineup for
Annual....
AASL, Jan. 15

Proposals welcome for 2014 PLA
National Conference

PLA is now accepting preconference, program, and
ConverStation proposals for the PLA 2014 Conference,
to be held March 11–15, in Indianapolis. Broad session
topics include: administration/management,
collections/tech services, facilities, leadership,
marketing/advocacy, serving adults, serving youth,
staffing, and technology. Proposals are only being accepted online....
PLA, Jan. 15

Apply to host a scholarly communication workshop

ACRL will take its popular scholarly communications workshop on the
road to five locations in 2013. The day-long workshop, “Scholarly
Communication: From Understanding to Engagement,” is led by two
expert presenters at locations across the country. This year, the
ACRL-subsidized workshop will focus on themes of access, emerging
opportunities, intellectual property, and engagement. The host
application deadline is February 5....
ACRL, Jan. 14

C&RL moves to online-only publishing

College & Research Libraries, ACRL’s official scholarly
research journal, will adopt an online-only publication
model beginning in January 2014. The November 2013
issue will be the final print issue of the journal. C&RL
is freely available as an open-access online publication.
The decision was the result of thoughtful study
undertaken with input from a survey of the ACRL
membership....
ACRL Insider, Jan. 14

Academic library trends and statistics,
2011

ACRL has published 2011 Academic Library Trends
and Statistics, the latest in a series of annual
publications that describe the collections, staffing,
expenditures and service activities of academic
libraries in all Carnegie classifications. The threevolume set includes Associate of Arts institutions,
Master’s Colleges and Universities or Baccalaureate
Colleges, and Research or Doctoral-granting Institutions....
ACRL, Jan. 15

New faculty status guidelines from AAUP/ACRL
The American Association of University Professors has updated
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known Qur’anic
commentary written in
Persian, an important
selection of devotional
works and mystical
treatises, and an
outstanding collection
of theological works
including the unique
extant copy of the
Kitāb al-Tawhīd by alMāturīdī. The
Foundations of Science
Collection will focus on
original scientific
manuscripts, beginning
with the papers of
Isaac Newton and his
contemporaries.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site, Check out
our Featured Digital
Libraries Pinterest board.

Noted and
Quoted
“Netflix will roll out
its first batch of
original series,
movies, and
miniseries between
February and May....
It’s rather like the
library getting into
the book-publishing
business because it
can tell what people
like to read. Great
idea, but fraught
because the public’s
taste is fickle and
the public is so easily
distracted.”
—John Doyle, “Is Netflix TV’s
Game Changer?” Toronto
Globe and Mail, Jan. 12.

“If you can read,

AL Direct, January 16, 2013

guidelines for librarians to reflect their changing roles as teachers and
researchers. The Joint Statement on Faculty Status of College and
University Librarians now includes language on technology in the
library and recommends that institutions adequately compensate
librarians for the 12-month cycles in which they typically work. The
new statement was approved by the ACRL board of directors in
October 2012....

thank a teacher. If
you love to read,
thank a librarian.”

ALCTS needs authors

@

Inside Higher Ed, Jan. 14; ACRL

ALCTS seeks authors for its publications. These include
the peer-reviewed journal Library Resources &
Technical Services (right), ALCTS Monographs
(formerly Paper Series), ALCTS Newsletter Online, and
z687: Creating the Future of Technical Services. The
ALCTS Publications Committee has compiled a list of
topics for potential publication....

—Southeastern Vo-Tech
Principal David W. Wheeler,
“Have a Question? Ask a
Librarian,” Brockton (Mass.)
Enterprise, Jan. 14

More quotes...

ALCTS, Jan. 15

Nuts and bolts for Friends and trustees

United for Libraries will present “Nuts and Bolts for Friends and
Trustees” on January 25 during the ALA Midwinter Meeting in Seattle.
The popular program will feature speakers addressing topics of
interest to Friends, trustees, and advocates, including effective
communication, board development, advocacy, and organizing author
events at your library. Those planning to attend should RSVP....

Charlie Brown and Company
and the Career of Charles
Schulz

United for Libraries, Jan. 10

Thomas Perry and others at the Gala
Author Tea

United for Libraries will host the Gala Author Tea,
sponsored by ReferenceUSA, on January 28 at the
2013 ALA Midwinter Meeting in Seattle. Featured
authors will be J. A. Jance, Erica Bauermeister, Roger
Hobbs, Amanda Hocking, Phillip Margolin, and Thomas
Perry (right). Register through the Midwinter Meeting
registration page....
United for Libraries

Prepare for school librarian evaluations
Writer Patricia Owen will discuss AASL’s newest
publication, A 21st-Century Approach to School
Librarian Evaluation, in a January 31 webinar. Owen
will walk participants through the workbook’s
suggested readings, action tips, and evidence
collection to help school librarians engage in rigorous
self-evaluation. Register on eCollab....

Great Films: 'Ace in the
Hole' and the Career of Kirk
Douglas
Honoring Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.
Reducing Teen Dating
Violence
Alabama-Notre Dame
Blowout Highlights
Complaints About BCS
Selection Process
The Entrepreneur's Starter
Kit: Were You Thinking
This?

AASL, Jan. 15

Podcasts on graphic novels

AASL presents its newest set of podcasts in the 30
Second Thought Leadership: Insights from Leaders in
the School Library Community series. The newly
released set focuses on the January/February 2013
Knowledge Quest issue, “Getting to Know Graphic
Novels,” and explores the question, “How can school
librarians convince naysayers of the value of graphic
novels and convert them to yaysayers?”...
AASL, Jan. 11
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Join John Rocco at Caldecott Medal
Facebook Forum

John Rocco (right) will participate in a Caldecott 75th
Anniversary Facebook Forum on March 6. Rocco won a
Caldecott Honor in 2012 for his picture book Blackout
(Disney-Hyperion). To participate in the free event,
access ALSC’s Facebook page....
ALSC, Jan. 14

Explore the “secrets” of the Printz Award

Join YALSA for an exploration of the Printz award, its origins, history,
criteria, and its past and present winners in a new online course,
“Secrets of the Seal: The Michael L. Printz Award.” Taught by Brenna
Shanks, teen materials selector at the King County (Wash.) Library
System, the course will include ideas for book talking the Printz books
and how to build programming around them. Registration is open for
the self-paced course, which begins February 4....
YALSA, Jan. 14

CEUs now available for ASCLA e-course

ASCLA is now offering 1.2 Continuing Education Units to participants
who complete all coursework for “Improving Library Services for
People with Disabilities,” an online course that aligns with one of the
division’s core values: access to library services and information for
all. The course begins February 18....
ASCLA, Jan. 15

LITA offers two web courses in February

“Getting Started with GIS,” presented by Eva Dodsworth, will provide
participants with an introduction to the both online and desktop GIS
currently being used. The three-week course will run February 11–
March 4. “Inclusive Gigabit Libraries” will help libraries identify ways
to lead in building next-generation internet applications and services.
It consists of two, two-hour live lectures on February 21–22. Visit the
LITA website for registration and additional information on both
courses....
LITA, Jan. 15

Go back to the Top

Awards & Grants
Notable Books, Outstanding Reference Sources to
be unveiled at Midwinter

RUSA will unveil the winners of its annual adult reading and reference
awards on January 27 during the 2013 ALA Midwinter Meeting in
Seattle. The awards include the Notable Books List for fiction,
nonfiction and poetry, the Reading List for top genre fiction, the
Listen List: Outstanding Audiobook Narration, and the Outstanding
Reference Sources List. The winners will be announced at the
Midwinter Book and Media Awards Reception sponsored by NoveList....
RUSA, Jan. 15

Travel grants for AASL conference

AASL is offering 30 grants for travel to its 16th
National Conference and Exhibition, to be held
November 14–17, 2013, in Hartford,
Connecticut. The $750 grants for first-time
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Calendar
Feb. 6–9:

Special Libraries
Association,
Leadership Summit,
Crowne Plaza Dallas
Downtown Hotel,
Dallas, Texas.

Feb. 9:

National Libraries
Day, the culmination
of a week’s worth of
celebrations in school,
college, university,
special, and public
libraries across the UK.

Feb. 24:

Polish American
Librarians
Association, Annual
Meeting, Polish
Museum of America,
Chicago.

Mar. 16:

Southwest Florida
Reading Festival,
Harborside Event
Center and Centennial
Park, Fort Myers.

Mar. 18–22:

Innovations in
Education, a study
tour to the early
childhood centers of
Pistoia, Italy,
sponsored by the Eric
Carle Museum of
Picture Book Art.

Apr. 3–5:

Oklahoma Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Ardmore.
“Be the Change.”

Apr. 10–13:

Association of
College and
Research Libraries,
National Conference,
Indianapolis. “Peer
Revered.”
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attendees of the conference are sponsored by Bound To Stay Bound
Books. Those interested in applying can access the application online.
The deadline to apply is March 11....
AASL, Jan. 15

2013 “American Dream” grant recipients named

ALA has selected 44 public libraries in 21 states to receive one-time
grants of $5,000–$15,000 to add or expand literacy services to adult
English-language learners in their communities through the “American
Dream Starts @ your library” grant funded by the Dollar General
Literacy Foundation....
Office for Literacy and Outreach Services, Jan. 15

Leadership in Diversity Award

The Indianapolis Public Library has received Mayor Greg
Ballard’s Leadership in Diversity Award for excelling in
strategies that support diversity. The award was
presented on January 8. The library was cited for its
long, rich history of recognizing and responding to
cultural change, as well as taking a proactive approach
to the community’s ever-changing population....
Inside Indiana Business, Jan. 9

USBBY Bridge to Understanding Award

The Bridge to Understanding Award acknowledges the work of adults
who create programs that use children´s books to explore cultures
around the world in order to promote international understanding
among children. The United States Board on Books for Young People
is seeking applicants for the 2013 Bridge to Understanding Award. To
be considered, a program must have occurred in 2012. The deadline
for submissions (PDF file) is January 31....
United States Board on Books for Young People, Jan. 14

Apply for a Big Read grant

The Big Read is a program of the National Endowment
for the Arts designed to restore reading to the center of
American culture. Managed by Arts Midwest, The Big
Read provides competitive grants to support innovative
reading programs in selected communities.
Approximately 75 organizations in communities of
varying sizes across the country will be selected to
participate in The Big Read from September 2013
through June 2014. The application deadline is February 5....

Apr. 17–19:

New Mexico Library
Association, Annual
Conference,
Albuquerque Sheraton
Uptown. “Libraries:
Connecting New Mexico
and the Global
Community.”

Apr. 17–20:

Museums and the
Web, Marriott
Downtown Waterfront,
Portland, Oregon.

Apr. 17–20:

Montana Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Hilton
Garden Inn, Missoula.
“Homegrown
Inspiration.”

May 17–22:

Seminar on the
Acquisition of Latin
American Library
Materials, Annual
Meeting, Westin
Colonnade Hotel in
Coral Gables, Florida.

@

More...

Contact Us

American Libraries
Direct

National Endowment for the Arts

2013 Charlotte Zolotow Award

Jacqueline Woodson’s Each Kindness (Putnam, 2012),
illustrated by E. B. Lewis, was named the 2013
wniner of the Charlotte Zolotow Award, given
annually for outstanding writing in a picture book
published in the United States in the preceding year.
Established in 1998 by the Cooperative Children’s
Book Center at the University of Wisconsin–Madison,
the award is named after a distinguished children’s
book editor who worked for 38 years with Harper Junior Books....
Cooperative Children’s Book Center

Sharon Olds wins T. S. Eliot Prize for
Poetry

Sharon Olds has won the 2012 T. S. Eliot Prize for
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Editor:
geberhart@ala.org
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Poetry of £15,000 ($24,077 US) for the best new
collection published in the UK and Ireland. Her winning
book is Stag’s Leap, a series of poems that describe
the sharp grief of divorce and the slow, painful,
incremental creep of recovery. Olds is the first
American woman to win the T. S. Eliiot Prize, which is
administered by the Poetry Book Society....

Beverly Goldberg,
Senior Editor:
bgoldberg@ala.org

The Guardian (UK), Jan. 14; Poetry Book Society, Jan. 15

2012 National Jewish Book Awards

The Jewish Book Council has named the three-volume City of
Promises: A History of the Jews of New York, with a Visual Essay by
Diana L. Linden, edited by Deborah Dash Moore, as the 2012 Everett
Family Foundation Jewish Book of the Year. Altogether, JBC
announced more than a dozen literary awards....
Jewish Book Council, Jan. 15

Go back to the Top

Libraries in the News
EveryLibrary backs tax levy for
Spokane libraries

EveryLibrary, the first national Political Action
Committee for libraries, announced its support
January 14 for the library community in Spokane,
Washington, as it campaigns for Proposition 3, a
library levy on the February 12 mail-in ballot. The
measure would dedicate much-needed funds to
the daily operations of the city’s main library and its branches.
EveryLibrary pledged $5,000 in financial support to the “Yes for
Spokane Libraries” committee for voter education and get-out-thevote activities....
EveryLibrary, Jan. 14

Phil Morehart,
Associate Editor:
pmorehart@ala.org

Sanhita SinhaRoy,
Managing Editor,
American Libraries:
ssinharoy@ala.org

Laurie D. Borman,
Editor and Publisher,
American Libraries:
lborman@ala.org
To advertise in American
Libraries Direct, contact:

Doug Lewis:
dglewis@ala.org

Polacco book goes back on the Utah
school shelves

A children’s book about a family with lesbian
mothers is back on Davis (Utah) School District
library shelves more than eight months after a
committee first decided to restrict access to it. The
district reinstated the book, In Our Mothers’ House
by Patricia Polacco, in four school libraries January
14 in response to a lawsuit over the issue filed by
the American Civil Liberties Union and the ACLU of Utah in November
on behalf of a Kaysville parent. Now children may check out the book
without parental permission, although parents can override that. The
Freedom to Read Foundation issued a statement on the outcome....
Salt Lake Tribune, Jan. 14; The FTRF Blog, Jan. 15

Challenge fails in Effingham

A book challenged at the January board meeting of the
Helen Matthes Library in Effingham, Illinois, will not be
moved out of the teen section anytime soon. Rosina
Esker of Teutopolis requested that When It Happens by
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Susane Colastani be moved out of the teen section for
content that is too explicit for the age group. But the
board agreed to keep the book in place....
Effingham (Ill.) Daily News, Jan. 15

Protest over St. Johnsbury
layoffs

A large crowd gathered January 12 to
speak out against the decision to lay off 11
employees at the St. Johnsbury (Vt.)
Athenaeum Library. Rural Librarians Unite,
organized in part in response to the layoffs,
rallied Vermonters to speak out against the Athenaeum board of
trustees and join hand-in-hand, hugging the building. Trustee Bill
Marshall said there were concrete reasons for the decision. While the
layoffs are not in effect until February 1, protesters hope the board
will reconsider....
WCAX-TV, Burlington, Vt., Jan. 12

Workers sue Anne Arundel library system

After a year of failed talks between the NAACP and Anne Arundel
County (Md.) Public Library over claims of workplace discrimination,
the first of two lawsuits is set to go to trial on January 29. Three
African-American men sued in May 2012, claiming they were denied
promotions because of their race. Executive Director Skip Auld said
that since the talks were held, the libraries have worked diligently to
make diversity a key component in daily operations....
Annapolis Maryland Gazette, Jan. 15

How archivists salvaged digital art
from Hurricane Sandy floods

Joshua Kopstein writes: “Hard-drive crashes
and corrupted files repeatedly instruct us on
the importance of keeping media backups. But
when data loss looms as the result of massive
physical damage from a major natural disaster,
finding better ways to digitally archive our history suddenly becomes
a moral imperative. In Manhattan, nonprofit art and technology lab
Eyebeam’s space became completely submerged, leaving its archive
to drown in three feet of floodwater.”...
The Verge, Jan. 15

Brooklyn branches slowly recover from Sandy

Brooklyn’s library branches are slowly returning to Sandy-ravaged
neighborhoods, with the longest waits stretching close to 2014. The
Sheepshead Bay branch reopened January 15 after a massive
cleanup, but the water damage in the Coney Island branch was so
severe it will be nearly a year before it reopens. Residents can check
out the Brighton Beach branch on January 22 and the Gravesend
branch on January 28....
New York Daily News, Jan. 14

Scholastic donates books to
Sandy-damaged school libraries
More than two months after Superstorm
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Sandy, most children have returned to
their damaged schools, many of them no
longer with adequate libraries. So
publishing giant Scholastic has decided to
help replace the collections by donating 1 million books to schools
and libraries that suffered damage during the storm. The first school
to receive delivery of 7,000 new books was Our Lady of Czestochowa
School in Jersey City....
WCBS-TV, New York City, Jan. 8

Grief books overwhelm Newtown
library

Four days after a gunman killed 20 schoolchildren
and six others inside Sandy Hook Elementary
School in Newtown, Connecticut, boxes of books
showed up at the public library. Staff at the Cyrenius H. Booth Library
accepted 620 copies of Ellen Sabin’s The Healing Book from a lifeinsurance manager at Aetna headquarters in Hartford. The library staff
didn’t know at the time that his donation would be only the first in a
flood of donated grief-counseling books, numbering in the thousands.
Children’s librarian Alana Bennison created the “Books Heal Hearts”
project, where all donated books are given away free of cost to the
community....
Religion News Service, Jan. 10

Former Uniontown staffer sues library, director

A former Uniontown (Pa.) Public Library employee has filed a federal
lawsuit against the library and its director, alleging political
discrimination and violation of the state whistleblower act. A
Pittsburgh attorney filed the suit against Lynne Santoliquido Singer
Tharan on January 14 on behalf of Vicki Leonelli of Uniontown. The
suit claims Tharan brought her Republican politics, her political views,
and prejudices to the library....
Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, Jan. 16

Boulder library reconsiders children-under-12 rule

Boulder (Colo.) Public Library officials have walked back a policy
change that would have barred children under the age of 12 from the
city’s libraries unless they were with a parent. Parents of older
children who had been using the libraries on their own for years
objected to the new policy. On January 8, the library commission
voted unanimously to replace the rule with wording that says children
in need of supervision must be accompanied by a parent....
Boulder (Colo.) Daily Camera, Jan. 8

Obama portrait presented to Chicago
Public Library

A painting of President Barack Obama was presented
to the Chicago Public Library January 15 as part of the
city’s celebration that his political roots began here.
Along with featuring Obama, it showcases the
connections to his work on the South Side before he
entered politics. Library Commissioner Brian Bannon
and artist Steve Musgrave presented the portrait at
the West Pullman branch, where the portrait will hang....
Crain’s Chicago Business, Jan. 15
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LC donates digitized treasures to
Afghanistan

In a January 10 ceremony (right) at the US
State Department with Afghan President
Hamid Karzai, Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton, joined by Librarian of Congress
James H. Billington and Carnegie Corporation
of New York President Vartan Gregorian,
announced the gift of a collection of digitized treasures from the
holdings of the Library of Congress relating to the culture and history
of Afghanistan to libraries and universities in Afghanistan. The gift
was made possible by a $2 million grant from Carnegie Corporation of
New York in support of the World Digital Library, a cooperative
international project led by the Library of Congress....
Library of Congress, Jan. 10

Bush Library unpacks after
recent move

Boxes of papers and artifacts from former
President George W. Bush’s archives are
moving from their temporary home in
Lewisville, Texas, to the George W. Bush
Presidential Library and Museum, which is slated to open this spring
on the campus of Southern Methodist University in University Park, an
inner suburb of Dallas. Director Alan Lowe (right) offers some details
(0:58)....
Associated Press, Jan. 15; Dallas Morning News, Jan. 14

Bexar County officials excited
about all-digital branch

Elected officials, including school board
members, are hailing the January 15
approval of an all-new digital library in Bexar
County, Texas, that would provide free
electronic access to thousands of ebooks
starting this fall. Called the BiblioTech, the county expects to pay
$250,000 for the first 10,000 titles, although the plan calls for dealing
with ILS vendors like Polaris Library Systems and 3M rather than with
publishers. The library, which would apparently be unaffiliated with
the San Antonio Public Library, will also lend out e-readers (no brand
named). The prototype is to be housed in an existing county building
in San Antonio....
San Antonio (Tex.) Express-News, Jan. 11, 15; Information Week, Jan. 15

Case worker based in Tulsa library

A case worker from Family and Children’s Services will be on hand at
Tulsa (Okla.) City-County Library’s Central branch in an effort to
assist the homeless and indigent who visit the downtown location.
Yvonne Woodfin, a case manager with the agency’s homeless
outreach team, works four hours a day, five days a week out of the
library helping anyone who comes in with questions about community
resources....
Tulsa (Okla.) World, Jan. 14

Saugus staffer sentenced for stealing

Linda Duffy, a former Saugus (Mass.) Public Library administrative
assistant convicted of stealing more than $850,000 intended for the
library, was sentenced January 10 to five years in prison for her
actions. US District Court Judge Douglas Woodlock also directed Duffy
to make restitution totaling $965,742 to the town of Saugus for the
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thefts. In October, Duffy pleaded guilty to four counts of mail fraud,
10 counts of money laundering, and aggravated identity theft....
Saugus (Mass.) Advertiser, Jan. 10

More hotels are featuring libraries

The newly revamped Art Deco–style Capitol Hill
Hotel near the Library of Congress recently
converted its old management offices into a
library (right). It’s not fancy or particularly
extensive, but book lovers and history buffs
might like to sit on the tufted couch to flip
through classics or old law books. Hotels in New
York, Dallas, Chicago, London, Philadelphia, and even a Caribbean
resort are increasingly making books a vital part of their
atmosphere....
USA Today, Jan. 11

UK could lose 300 more libraries in 2013

Library campaigners are forecasting a grim 2013 in the UK, predicting
that 300 libraries could close or be lost from local authority control in
the next 12 months. 2012 saw 200 libraries shut, but Chartered
Institute for Library and Information Professionals President Phil
Bradley thinks this year could be even bleaker. However, he said
there were bright spots, with a possible increase in e-lending boosting
reading and book buying....
The Bookseller, Jan. 13

Taipei City will expand movable
library service

The Taipei City Government plans to expand its
“movable library” program, through which
10,712 loans have taken place since the
program’s launch December 3. The government
plans to place more bookshelves on public buses and to add them to
trains and train stations so more passengers can borrow books. The
program already provides books on 62 city buses, and allows
passengers to borrow them without a library card. People can return
the books on the bus or at any of the city’s public library branches....
Taipei (Taiwan) Times, Jan. 11; Taipei City government, Dec. 4
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Issues
The growing scholarly digital divide: In memoriam,
Aaron Swartz
Jonathan Rochkind writes: “The digital revolution, which could make
access to the world’s information universal, is instead widening the
access gap between the information haves and have-nots. Aaron
Swartz shared the presumed values of libraries on open access. In
January 2011, he was arrested for setting up a system to bulk
download as much of the well-regarded JSTOR aggregator’s content
as he could get. I know that few other libraries or librarians were
standing with Swartz, and we all should have been, and we largely
did not, and it’s a shame. On January 11, 2013, he killed himself.”...
Bibliographic Wilderness, Jan. 13

Model fair-use video removed
by Lionsgate in YouTube fail
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Jonathan McIntosh writes: “It has been
three and a half years since I first
uploaded my remix video ‘Buffy vs
Edward: Twilight Remixed’ to YouTube.
The work is an example of fair-use,
transformative storytelling that serves as a visual critique of gender
roles and representations in modern pop culture vampire media.”
Then, on October 9, Lionsgate struck. Although it was reinstated
January 10, here is what McIntosh has had to go through since. There
is also a popup version....
Ars Technica, Jan. 9; rebelliouspixels

Copyright Office seeks comments on orphan works

The Library Copyright Alliance (LCA) (whose members are ALA, the
Association of Research Libraries, and ACRL) filed comments (PDF file)
with the US Copyright Office on January 14 in response to its October
22, 2012, Notice of Inquiry about the current state of play with
orphan works and mass digitization. LCA encourages librarians and
libraries to submit comments as well by February 4....
District Dispatch, Jan. 14

Don’t blame video games for real-world violence

Christopher J. Ferguson writes: “After the 2007 Virginia Tech
shooting, the scientific community generally remained responsible in
not rushing to claim links between video games and the shooting. Not
so after the awful Sandy Hook event this past December. Even though
we know little yet about Adam Lanza’s media use, and despite an
absence of research linking video-game violence to societal violence
or mass shootings, a number of scholars have drawn direct links
between video games and the Sandy Hook event specifically.”...
Chronicle of Higher Education: The Conversation, Jan. 10
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Tech Talk
Drexel library dispenses laptops by
vending machine

Jake New writes: “The new vending machine in
Drexel University’s main library doesn’t dispense
soda or study-time snacks. This kiosk lends out 15inch MacBooks free, with the swipe of a Drexel ID
card. Danuta A. Nitecki, the university’s dean of
libraries, said the administration was already talking
about expanding laptop access in its libraries,
particularly late at night.”...
Chronicle of Higher Education: The Wired Campus, Jan. 14

Seven qualities of effective technology trainers

Doug Johnson writes: “Most teachers see technology as a sometimes
helpful thing that should occupy about 1% of one’s conscious thinking
time. Good trainers who can remember what it was like before there
were computers tend to be more empathetic. Here are some
attributes of people who can effectively teach others to use
technology.”...
The Blue Skunk Blog, Jan. 16

Five apps for actually staying in touch
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Ki Mae Huessner writes: “As the number of contacts we
amass through social networking grows, several apps
have popped up claiming to bring the address book up
to speed with the rest of our digitally connected lives.
Until now, I’ve resisted. But one of my New Year’s
resolutions is to be a better correspondent, including
with pals from years gone by whom I only see on
Facebook, LinkedIn, and Twitter. So, I’m finally giving a
few of these address-books-on-steroids a try. Here are
some notes on what I’ve learned so far.”...
GigaOM, Jan. 12

Six types of page-loading errors
and what they mean

Chris Hoffman writes: “You’re guaranteed
to stumble into an occasional error page
while browsing the web. This guide will
help you understand exactly what each
error page means and what to do when
you see them. Each browser displays and words its error pages
differently. A certificate error or malware warning looks different in
each browser, but the different categories of error pages mean the
same thing.”...
How-To Geek, Jan. 13

The best free ways to send and
share large files

Lori Kaufman writes: “Last week, we
published a list of websites for sharing
photos other than Facebook. Of course, you
can also share your photos by emailing them, but many email
services impose a limit on the size of files you can send. For example,
TyphoonUpload allows you to quickly and easily send files up to 2GB
in size without the hassle of email attachments or the burden of
FTP.”...
How-To Geek, Jan. 5, 12

File-naming conventions

Meghan Frazer writes: “As a curator and a coder, I know it is
important to employ a consistent approach when naming digital files
or software components such as modules or variables. However, when
a student assistant asked me recently why it was important not to
use spaces in our image file names, I struggled to come up with an
answer. So I set out to answer this question and to see if I could
develop an ‘elevator pitch’—a short spiel on the reasoning behind filenaming conventions.”...
ACRL TechConnect Blog, Jan. 14

10 new gadgets you can’t live without

Julia Pugachevsky writes: “At the Consumer
Electronics Show, consumers were introduced to an
assortment of new and exciting products, ranging
from Razer Edge, a PC-gaming tablet, to Fitbit Flex,
a comfortable rubber bracelet that helps you track
your fitness goals. While these are all great, there
are a lot of new gadgets that seem more like
necessities. Here are our top 10 technological picks. Like this
waterproof Android phone.”...
Flavorwire, Jan. 15; Mashable, Jan. 7
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Best antivirus software for 2013

Neil J. Rubenking writes: “The antivirus field is
huge; I currently track more than 40 products. In a
field that big, there’s room for multiple winners.
Three products share the Editor’s Choice honor for
best overall antivirus: Bitdefender Antivirus Plus
2013, Norton Antivirus (2013), and Webroot
SecureAnywhere Antivirus 2013. Webroot tied for
top score in my malware removal test, with 6.6
points. Bitdefender, with 6.4 points, wasn’t far
behind.”...
PC Magazine, Jan. 10

Codecademy teaches coders to build with APIs

With 10 partners, including YouTube, NPR, SoundCloud, Bitly, and the
Sunlight Foundation, Codecademy is launching a new track of lessons
on using APIs to help students create projects and websites that have
real-world, concrete applications. Wannabe programmers can plug into
the APIs of several popular websites and services to build apps
around YouTube videos, NPR newscasts, and congressional records....
GigaOM, Jan. 9
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E-Content
Why public libraries matter: And how
they can do more

David Vinjamuri writes: “From one standpoint, public
libraries seem like a small thorn in the side of
embattled publishers. They account for a small
percentage of book sales, but bleed off more sales
by lending bestsellers promiscuously. Publishers,
anxious to discover the next Fifty Shades or Hunger
Games, have little time for their nattering and would
prefer that the current fight over ebook pricing
quietly disappear. But there is another side to public libraries in
America: They are dynamic, versatile community centers.”...
Forbes, Jan. 16

Why do ebooks cost so much?

Stacy Johnson writes: “The lion’s share of the retail price of a book,
whether in digital or physical form, is going to the publisher. And
what’s good news for him is bad news for you. But the publishing
industry—the gatekeeper between writers and readers—is collapsing
under its own weight. I no longer need to surrender up to 90% of the
price of a book to the publisher. Today I can self-publish an ebook,
put it on Amazon, spread the word on the web, and price it however
I like. And I’m about to do exactly that.”...
Christian Science Monitor, Jan. 12

Most kids have never read an
ebook

Scholastic released its biannual report on
children and reading January 14. The Kids &
Family Reading Report (PDF file), conducted in
partnership with the Harrison Group in fall
2012, surveyed 1,048 US children ages 6 to
17 and their parents about their families’ reading habits. Among the
findings: 54% of children have never read an ebook, although many
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of these—especially 57% of the girls—want to, and about half also
claim they’d read more for fun if they had more access to ebooks....
paidContent, Jan. 14

Ebook statistics are hard to interpret

Mike Shatzkin writes: “Stats are often hard to interpret in our
business. The reported data comes after the fact (you can’t report
things before they happen) and is often aggregated in ways that don’t
tell us what we really need to know. So I tried an exercise last week
of asking a few agents for their impressions of the evolving ebook
marketplace. Here is the picture I got from nine smart and wellinformed agents.”...
The Shatzkin Files, Jan. 13

Free ebook formatting guides for writers

Jason Boog writes: “As self-published authors enter the
ebook market, formatting has become more important
than ever. Indie authors don’t have the same support as
a major publisher, so we’ve assembled a list linking to
formatting guides for all the major ebookstores. Follow
the links below to access these free style guides.”...
GalleyCat, Jan. 15
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Books & Reading
McDonald’s to give away books
with Happy Meals in the UK

Following a pilot in 2012, which saw 9
million books by Michael Morpurgo given
away to children, McDonald’s has now
committed to a new, long-term campaign
backed by the National Literacy Trust. By
the end of 2014, the chain says it will have
handed out at least 15 million fiction and nonfiction books to families
in the United Kingdom, starting with a five-week promotion in which a
nonfiction book from DK’s Amazing World series will be given away
with every Happy Meal....
The Guardian (UK), Jan. 9

Celebrating Aussie YA authors

Sharon Rawlins writes: “Australia Day is January 26,
and what better way to celebrate the achievements of
their country than by highlighting its many Australian
YA authors. At the YA Literature Symposium in
November, Australian speaker Adele Walsh mentioned
Cath Crowley, whose book Graffiti Moon, a romance
about disguised identity and art, was published in the
US last February. Another Australian author who might
be familiar to some is Gabrielle Williams (Beatle Meets
Destiny, 2010), whom Walsh described as the Australian sister to
John Green.”...
YALSA The Hub, Jan. 10

The allure of Scandinavian crime fiction

Jeremy Megraw writes: “Maybe you’ve got the Nordic
noir bug from reading Stieg Larsson’s Millennium series
(we’ve all seen those ubiquitous neon paperbacks on
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the subway) or were enthralled earlier by Peter Høeg’s
Smilla’s Sense of Snow or the Detective Wallander
series. This is a selective guide to some notable authors
and detective series from Sweden, Norway, Denmark,
and even some Nordic noir from Iceland. Even better,
there is a guide to pronouncing their names correctly
over cocktails.”...
New York Public Library Blogs, Jan. 14

The 25 best books about Abraham
Lincoln

Richard Davies writes: “No one knows exactly how
many books have been written about Honest Abe but
in 2012 Ford’s Theater Centre for Education and
Leadership in Washington, D.C., constructed a 34-foot
pillar of unique titles about Lincoln and it contained
more than 15,000 books. In recent years, Team of
Rivals: The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln by
Doris Kearns Goodwin has received a great deal of attention. Manhunt
by James L. Swanson is a very readable book about the assassination
and the search for John Wilkes Booth. Here are a few others.”...
AbeBooks’ Reading Copy, Jan. 10

Fighting modern evils with old, rare
books

Stephen J. Gertz writes: “In the modern world each
footfall is an opportunity to drop into an abyss and
snowshoes won’t prevent you from sinking into
perdition. There is, however, a rich corpus of
vintage self-help, instructional, and inspirational
literature to keep you from drowning in a pool of
damnation. Here's a small selection, from Old New
Age, the latest catalog from David Mason Rare
Books.”...
Booktryst, Jan. 11
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Tips & Ideas
Getting ready for RDA without panicking

James Hennelly writes: “Day One for RDA implementation is March
31. Scary, I know. The date sounds so definitive and dread-inducing,
as if the stroke of midnight that day will bring chaotic change and the
end of AACR2. Of course, this is not the case at all. The March 31
date really means that the Library of Congress and a few other major
libraries will be cataloging nearly exclusively in RDA, so you will be
seeing a lot more RDA records.”...
RDA Toolkit Blog, Jan. 14

Legal issues relating to social
networking (PDF file)

Julie Tappendorf and Ancel Glink write: “Benefits of
social media include a cost-effective means of
communication with library patrons, offering both
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transparency and opportunities for public
participation, greater awareness, and sometimes
more meaningful engagement by library patrons. But
the governing authorities of these libraries,
particularly those of public libraries, also must be aware of the
implications of using these media. Keep in mind the following possible
legal consequences and develop policies to address them.”...
Illinois Library Association Reporter 31, no. 1 (Feb.): 16–19

IMLS calls for research on
arts education

The Institute of Museum and Library Services and the Arts Education
Partnership have joined forces to expand the body of knowledge on
how libraries and museums support youth development through their
arts programs. IMLS and AEP are encouraging organizations to submit
existing studies for consideration for inclusion in AEP’s
ArtsEdSearch.org, the nation’s first online clearinghouse of research
and policy information focused on arts learning....
Institute of Museum and Library Services, Jan. 15

Six mistakes the library staff are making

Rick Anderson writes: “A month ago, I posted ‘Six Mistakes Your
Sales Reps Are Making,’ outlining what I believe are some of the
more common errors that reps make in their dealings with library
staff. At the end, I promised to follow up with a similar list of
mistakes made by library staff in their dealings with vendor and
publisher reps. What follows is a combination of things boiled down
into six points. For the record, I will admit right up front that I’ve
been guilty of each of them at some point.” Wayne Bivens-Tatum
questions whether number 6 is a mistake....
The Scholarly Kitchen, Dec. 4, Jan. 10; Academic Librarian, Jan. 10

Libraries as affective learning
environments

Jennifer LaGarde writes: “For years, I’ve been
saying that helping kids see themselves as
readers, mathematicians, and as learners in
general was just as important as helping them
find the right answers, because I knew it was
right. But recently, for the first time, I had neuroscientist David Rose
(right) declaring to the whole world that science was on my side.
Then last week, I ran across this article with practical suggestions on
how to create learning environments that promote affective learning.
These suggestions have libraries written all over them.”...
The Adventures of Library Girl, Jan. 10; Educational Leadership, Summer 2007

Ego, thy name is librarianship

Julie Jurgens writes: “Perhaps it is just my sensitive ego at work, but
I feel like the librarian bloggers who work with children and teens and
who write primarily about programs don’t get the recognition they
deserve. If we blogged about hot-button topics like ebooks for babies
or stripping our children’s departments down to look like futuristic
lunchrooms filled with iPads, perhaps we’d get a ton of traffic. But we
don’t. We write about our quiet successes and failures, about the
simple craft of creating a flannel story, or about what rhymes will fit
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with certain themes.”...
Hi Miss Julie!, Jan. 13

How to get me to want you as a keynoter

Andromeda Yelton writes: “I’m on a conference planning committee
(LITA National Forum 2013), and I spent a big chunk of time last fall
thinking about who our keynoters should be. So let me tell you what I
think about how to get people to make that offer. First, I’ll tell you
how I got from my own personal longlist to my own personal
shortlist; then I’ll tell you what people could have done to increase
the odds of being shortlisted.”...
Andromeda Yelton, Jan. 13

10 ways focus groups enhance discovery

Brian Mathews writes: “Focus groups often get knocked because of
three main things: Loud people dominate the discussion, people tend
to tell you what they think you want to hear, and people can’t
imagine breakthrough change. Those are all legit criticisms. However,
if you plan accordingly you can neutralize those issues. Focus groups
are for learning. Use them to uncover the unknown.”...
Chronicle of Higher Education: The Ubiquitous Librarian, Jan. 14

Youth Free Expression Project,
People’s Choice Award

The National Coalition Against Censorship invites
you to participate in its annual Youth Free
Expression Project film contest in a new way, by
casting your vote for this year’s People’s Choice
Award. Pick out the video that you feel best
exposes the dangers of book censorship and show
your love by liking it on YouTube. Vote for one of the 12 amazing
semifinalist videos by February 15. The video with the most likes will
be declared the People’s Choice winner....
National Coalition Against Censorship, Jan. 16

Time to Doodle for Google
again

Google announced the sixth annual
Doodle 4 Google contest (1:45) January
14. The theme for this year’s contest is
“My Best Day Ever. . .” The contest is
open to K–12 students in the United
States. The winner will receive a $30,000 scholarship and a $50,000
technology grant for his or her school. Entries must be received by
March 22. The complete contest rules can be found on the Doodle 4
Google contest page....
Free Technology for Teachers, Jan. 14; YouTube, Jan. 14

StoryTubes 2013 contest

StoryTubes is an online contest sponsored by schools
and public libraries. Two-minute or shorter “my
favorite book” videos from English-speaking young
people in grades K–12 throughout the US, Canada,
UK, China, and Malta will be accepted through
February 24. Public library partners structure the
contests, provide the staff time to review entries and
manage the event, and secure prizes....
StoryTubes

The Wayback Machine
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Phil Bradley writes: “I think that by now most
of us are aware of the Wayback Machine at
archive.org, but just in case you’re not, it’s a service that has been
around for well over a decade, and it archives websites and web
pages. It allows you to browse through URLs that were produced from
1996 up to December 9, 2012. It contains about 5 petabytes of data.
There are as many different ways to use this archive as there are
users, but some basic ideas are as follows.”...
Phil Bradley’s Weblog, Jan. 14

Indiana offers free Information Visualization MOOC

Katy Börner, professor at Indiana University’s School of Library and
Information Science and an international leader in information
visualization, will offer a free massive open online course on the topic
beginning January 22. The course will run seven weeks from the start
date, with a target audience of graduate students able to work three
to six hours per week. Participants who successfully complete the
course will receive both a certificate and badge from the
Cyberinfrastructure for Network Science Center at IU....
Indiana University News Room, Jan. 10

Denver patrons get sew excited

Becker Parkhurst-Strout writes: “With our
limited budget dollars, Denver Public Library’s
‘Fresh City Life: My Branch’ adult
programming tries to get the most out of
what we have, whether partnering with local
organizations or utilizing the talents of our
own staff. We also try to look ahead and
invest in equipment that can be used for years to come. While button
makers have been popular, we were all very excited about the idea of
getting our own sewing machines.”...
Programming Librarian, Jan. 15

Speed racer science at the library

Amy Koester writes: “In my experience, children
love things that go. The train set in my branch’s
picture book area is always surrounded by choochooing kids; our race car books are perennially
popular; and I’ve had to stop more than one
pair of young friends from racing through the
stacks to prove their speed. Thus it was a nobrainer for me to develop a ‘Speed Racer Science’ program for
school-age children at my library. Here’s what we did—I highly
encourage you to take it and make it your own.”...
ALSC Blog, Jan. 14

WLMA: The library should be
at the heart of the school

Joyce Valenza writes: “The wonderful
teacher librarians of the Washington
Library Media Association released this
video, “Teacher Librarians at the Heart of
Student Learning” (5:21). The video,
partially funded by Mackin Educational Resources, is designed to
present school libraries and teacher librarians as a vital resource for
student learning and to highlight the essential role teacher librarians
play in information and technology literacy instruction, reading
advocacy, and information management.”...
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School Library Journal: NeverEndingSearch, Jan. 12; YouTube, Jan. 9

Bookshelves feature in
Icelandic music video

Michael Lieberman writes: “Welcome to
the first music video (3:26) by noted
Icelandic visual artist Harald Haraldsson,
a visual feast for the song ‘Love With
You’ by Baarregaard & Briem. Empty
bookshelves become the backdrop for some amazing visual
projections. The video was shot over the course of one night, using
Random bookshelves from MDF Italia as a projection surface,
emphasizing the sharp geometry of the well-known bookshelf
design.”...
Book Patrol, Jan. 15; Vimeo, Dec.
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American Libraries Online
Public library users want both
books and technology

A new report by the Pew Research Center
indicates that free access to technology in
public libraries is as important to Americans
as printed books and reference services.
“Library Services in the Digital Age” (PDF
file), released January 22 by the center’s
Pew Internet and American Life Project,
showed that 80% of the 2,252 interviewees said borrowing books and
consulting reference librarians were “very important” library services,
while 77% gave free access to computers and the internet the same
rating. ALA President Maureen Sullivan welcomed the report’s
findings....
American Libraries news, Jan. 22; Public Information Office, Jan. 22

University app provides tour of
black history

Megan Cottrell writes: “Student Tova Williams
(right) can hold history in her hands, thanks to
an app developed by North Carolina State
University Libraries in Raleigh. The Red, White,
and Black app allows Williams to tour campus
with an eye on the history of African
Americans at NCSU. Where she used to see just another building, she
now sees the struggles and victories of those who have come
before.”...
American Libraries feature
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ALA News
Sullivan appointed interim dean at
Simmons

ALA President Maureen Sullivan has been named interim
dean of the Simmons College Graduate School for Library
and Information Science, effective January 2. Sullivan
has been a professor of practice in the GSLIS doctoral
program since 2006. As interim dean, Sullivan will be
responsible for managing the school’s budget, suggesting
faculty appointments, and recommending and implementing curriculum
offerings....
Simmons GSLIS News, Jan. 17

What’s happening: A pre-Midwinter update

(PDF file)

A handy guide to hot topics, locations, phone numbers, socials,
participatory learning, member initiative groups, the placement center,
exhibits, upcoming events, and getting around Seattle....
ALA Connect, Jan. 18

Interact in the Networking
Uncommons

Make the connections you want in the
Networking Uncommons space at the 2013 ALA
Midwinter Meeting in Seattle. It’s a dedicated
area where you can gather in small groups to have a quick meeting,
hold impromptu sessions, or polish your presentation. New this year
are interactive spaces that include a graffiti wall, a storytelling wall, an
idea exchange, and secret level-up missions tailor-made to level you
up personally and professionally. The Uncommons is in the Convention
Center and runs January 25–28....
Networking Uncommons, Jan. 17

Sweater Vest Sunday

The hundreds of challenges to library
materials reported to the ALA Office for
Intellectual Freedom represent only a small
fraction of the total number of challenges
made every year. As part of its campaign to
encourage the reporting of challenges to
library materials, OIF has designated January
27 as “Sweater Vest Sunday.” In Seattle, you
can stop by the ALA Membership Pavilion to pick up a campaign sticker
and pose for a group photo. Those attending virtually can join the
Sweater Vest Sunday Facebook event or spread the word on Twitter....
Librarian Wardrobe, Jan. 16; OIF Blog, Jan. 16
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Choice Reviews Online, version 3

For almost 50 years, Choice has been the premier
source of academic book reviews in higher
education. Now, Choice presents the latest version
of its acclaimed electronic platform, Choice Reviews
Online: CRO3. Current CRO2 subscribers will have
full access to CRO3 in February and will be receiving
instructions on making the switch. CRO3 introduces
many new features, including a state-of-the-art HighWire Press
platform and many major updates and improvements....
ACRL, Jan. 22

A nitty-gritty guide to social media

The vast array of social media options presents a
challenge: It’s tough to keep current, let alone
formulate a plan for using these tools effectively. Laura
Solomon, a librarian with extensive experience in web
development, design, and technology, cuts to the chase
with The Librarian’s Nitty-Gritty Guide to Social Media,
published by ALA Editions. Her guide lays out a
straightforward and pragmatic approach to using social
media in any kind of library....
ALA Editions, Jan. 17

The future of academic and public
libraries

Academic and public libraries are much different today
than they were even 15 years ago. With even bigger
changes on the horizon, what lies in store? Reflecting
on the Future of Academic and Public Libraries,
published by ALA Editions, offers ideas to academic and
public librarians about the future of library services.
Editors Peter Hernon and Joseph R. Matthews invite a
raft of contributors to step back and envision the type
of future library that will generate excitement and enthusiasm among
users and stakeholders....
ALA Editions, Jan. 18

Web service APIs and libraries

Application Programming Interfaces are software tools
that help different programs work together. Web
Service APIs and Libraries, published by ALA Editions,
shows how to enhance an institution’s presence on
the web using a variety of handy, popular programs.
Focusing on widely adopted tools that all have
immediate, useful applications, User Experience
Librarian Jason Paul Michel demonstrates how to
integrate APIs into existing library websites as well as use them to
launch new kinds of services....
ALA Editions, Jan. 18
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Featured review: Youth
nonfiction media

Burleigh, Robert. Night Flight: Amelia
Earhart Crosses the Atlantic. Read by
Laura Hamilton. May 2012. 22 min.
Grades 1–4. Live Oak, CD (978-1-43011084-2).
Opening sounds of a whirring airplane
propeller lend atmosphere to Hamilton’s
reading of Burleigh’s superb picture book, which recounts
Earhart’s solo flight across the Atlantic Ocean, in 1932.
Reading in crystal clear tones, Hamilton makes aural room for
unobtrusive, realistic sound effects (mooing cows, whinnying
horses, chirping birds, squawking seagulls, clapping thunder);
illustrator Wendell Minor’s impressive gouache-and-watercolor
paintings; and Burleigh’s punchy two-line free-verse stanzas
as she recounts the heroic story of Earhart’s 2,000-mile flight,
in which the intrepid pilot encountered a sudden storm, ice
buildup on the plane’s wings, and a cracked exhaust pipe.
Hamilton adjusts the stately pace of her reading to reflect
Earhart’s anxiety, tenseness, and eventual exaltation....

Audiobooks and Common
Core

Mary Burkey writes: “Have you heard
that the current buzz in education is
Common Core State Standards
(CCSS), a set of standards that stress
complex texts with a strong focus on nonfiction? CCSS has
revitalized the role of school-library media specialists as
information literacy experts, caused youth service public
librarians to reassess the balance of their collections, and
prompted adult staff to provide targeted advisory services for
educators seeking the best in narrative nonfiction. This seismic
shift, focusing on literacy in all content areas, highlights the
need for all librarians, including those who select audiobooks,
to become knowledgeable about CCSS. To learn more about
the connection between audio and literacy, I spoke with
Sharon Grover, head of youth services at Hedberg (Janesville,
Wis.) Public Library, and Lizette Hannegan, retired district
library media supervisor in the Arlington (Va.) public school
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system. The coauthors of Listening to Learn: Audiobooks
Supporting Literacy (2011), published by ALA Editions, Grover
and Hannegan are experts on the role of audiobooks and
education....

@

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

Great Libraries
of the World
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Seattle Update
Greening your trip

Beth Filar Williams writes: “Heading to Seattle for ALA Midwinter this
week? The Seattle Convention Center is actually LEED certified silver.
Of course, by traveling to the conference you and I are already being
unsustainable. But what else can be done to be greener or more
sustainable to and from and while in Seattle? Here are some tips.”...
Going Green @ your library, Jan. 23

Pioneer Square

Pioneer Square, Seattle’s historic district, is at
the southern end of downtown Seattle. Some
20 square blocks that make up Pioneer
Square boast beautifully restored buildings
designed in the Second Renaissance Revival,
Beaux-Arts classical, and Richardsonian
Romanesque styles. Highlights include
admiring the century-old pergola (right) in Pioneer Square Park,
catching views of Puget Sound and the Olympic Mountains from the
Washington Street Boat Landing, challenging a friend to a game of
bocce in Occidental Park, or enjoying a peaceful lunch at the UPS
Waterfall Garden Park....
Seattle Convention and Visitor’s Bureau

Wing Luke Museum

The Wing Luke Museum of the Asian Pacific
American Experience at 719 South King Street
is dedicated to immersing visitors in uniquely
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David Sassoon
Library and Reading
Room, Mumbai, India.
Located in the Kala
Ghoda district of South
Mumbai, this Venetian
Gothic library made of
yellow basalt was
completed in 1870
with funding by AngloIndian philanthropist
Albert Abdullah David
Sassoon and named in
memory of his father,
a Jewish merchant in
Baghdad. It was
intended as a
mechanic’s library and
museum for
architectural drawings
and models, but owns
rare books from the
19th century, many in
regional languages like
Hindi, Gujarati, and
Marathi. The wellmaintained garden
behind the library
serves as both a
reading area and
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American stories of survival, success, struggle,
conflict, compassion, and hope. The museum is
in the heart of the vibrant ChinatownInternational District, and includes the very hotel where countless
immigrants first found a home, a meal, and refuge. Current exhibitions
include Asian-American fashion designers and homelessness in the
Asian-American community....

green getaway.

Wing Luke Museum

Seattle’s new showrooms

Catherine M. Allchin writes: “A century ago,
Seattle’s original Auto Row was home to
chandeliered showrooms, which became all but
forgotten after car dealers moved to the
suburbs. In the last decade, preservation-minded
developers transformed many of those
automotive buildings into offices, apartments,
and shops, restoring original windows, old-growth beams, and wood
floors. Today the Pike-Pine Corridor is the epicenter of the popular
Capitol Hill neighborhood, claiming some of the best restaurants,
nightclubs, and vinyl record stores in the city.”...
New York Times, Jan. 20

Top 10 wine bars

Voracious writes: “Wine bars have a bad
reputation. Wine should be drunk with food,
not scholastically swirled, sniffed, and
sipped. But there is a spate of contradicting
evidence in Seattle. The following bars aren’t kitschy or stuffy or
boring: They are actually pretty good venues in which to enjoy wine.
As always, the finalists are presented in no particular order.”...
Seattle Weekly, Jan. 21

10 best Vietnamese restaurants

Hanna Raskin writes: “There is so much more
to Vietnamese cuisine than beef broth and
noodles, as a meal at any of our 10 favorite
Vietnamese restaurants makes clear. Although
many of these excellent restaurants serve
pho, a number of them are equally skilled at spring rolls, grilled meats,
bun and crepes, among other non-pho offerings worth putting down
your spoon for.” The Tamarind Tree, 1036 South Jackson Street, Suite
A, was voted the number 1 spot....
Seattle Weekly, July 2

Restaurant picks from Tasting
Table

Seattle knows how to make a quiet impression,
despite it too often being overshadowed by its
hip neighbor city to the south (Portland).
These four new spots prove that this Pacific
Northwestern hub knows from good dining and
drinking. For example, Dot’s Delicatessen
(right), 4262 Fremont Avenue North, where the real draw is the
sandwich menu: Grab a smoked-pork sandwich, hooded with melting
Gruyère, pickles, and red onions....
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J. N. Petit Library,
Mumbai, India.
Established in 1856 as
a membership library
by a group of Parsi
students studying at
nearby Elphinstone
College, the library’s
current facility was
designed by architect
Merwanjee Bana in
1898 and named after
its donor Sir
Jamshetjee
Nesserwanjee Petit. It
has western-style
reading rooms with
30-foot ceilings and
stained glass windows.
Its eclectic collection
includes rare Parsi and
religious books dating
from the 16th century,
a rare copy of
Ferdowsi’s 11thcentury epic poem
Shahnameh illustrated
with gold leaf, modern
self-help books, and
current copies of
magazines such as the
New Yorker and
Scientific American.
This AL Direct feature
showcases 250 libraries
around the world that are
notable for their exquisite
architecture, historic
collections, and innovative
services. If you find yourself
on vacation near one of
them, be sure to stop by for
a visit. Some will be featured
in The Whole Library
Handbook 5, edited by
George M. Eberhart, which is
scheduled for publication in
2013 by ALA Editions. There
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Tasting Table: Traveling Table, Sept. 4

Walkable eats at Midwinter

is also a Great Libraries of
the World Pinterest board.

Do you consider yourself a foodie? Then you probably will want to skip
the Cheesecake Factory and try out some of these unique Seattle spots
for enjoyable conference eats. For example, Blue C Sushi at 1510 7th
Avenue is quick, yummy, and close to the convention center....
YALSA Blog, Jan. 21

Try a “No Starbucks” café crawl

Annalisa Pesek writes: “I recommend a 10minute walk to a few of Seattle’s superlative
and nearby-the-Convention-Center cafés,
located along the East Pine / East Pike Street
corridor in the Capitol Hill neighborhood. Wake up your mind and
rejuvenate your ideas with a new colleague on a neighborhood café
crawl. Seattle won’t disappoint you with its special brew, and the
people have a way of sitting still and looking charmed in their local
cafés that you won’t see again after you leave.”...
Library Journal: In the Bookroom, Jan. 21

Sad because you can’t make it to Seattle?
Tweet about it using the hashtag #alaleftbehind....

Career Leads
from

Go back to the Top

Division News
Divisions, LC collaborate on personal
digital archiving campaign

PLA, ALCTS, and the Library of Congress have joined
forces to spread information about personal digital
archiving, using public libraries as information
resources for local communities. PLA Executive Director
Barbara A. Macikas (right) said it will help fulfill the
mission of the IMLS-funded Digital Learning Resource
project to develop a collection of digital literacy resources that will be
accessible to libraries, patrons, and other community-based
organizations....
The Signal: Digital Preservation, Jan. 17

Submit your ACRL story video

ACRL is looking for videos about what the association means to its
members. To enter the contest, submit a video of no more than oneminute in length that tells how ACRL played a role in your career, your
contributions to campus, or your connections. Selected videos will
receive one year of free ACRL membership and an invitation to the
ACRL 2013 Chair’s Reception held April 11 at the Eiteljorg Museum in
Indianapolis. The deadline is February 28....
ACRL, Jan. 18

Assessment in Action

ACRL is seeking applications from all types of higher education
institutions for 75 teams to participate in the first cohort of
“Assessment in Action: Academic Libraries and Student Success,” made
possible by the Institute of Museum and Library Services. Librarians
will each lead a campus team in developing and implementing an
action learning project that examines the impact of the library on
student success and contributes to assessment activities on campus.
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Editor and Publisher,
Choice magazine,
Middletown,
Connecticut. Choice is
the premier source for
reviews of academic
books, electronic
media, and internet
resources in higher
education. The Editor
and Publisher will
provide ongoing
strategic direction for
the editorial,
marketing, advertising
and production of a
suite of print and digital
products. The Editor
and Publisher manages
a staff of 22; creates
and manages a multimillion dollar operating
budget and is manager
of the ACRL/ALA office
located in
Middletown....
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The AiA program, part of ACRL’s Value of Academic Libraries initiative,
runs from April 2013 to June 2014. The deadline is March 8....
ACRL, Jan. 18

ACRL e-Learning in 2013

ACRL is offering a wide variety of online learning opportunities in winter
2013 to meet the demands of your schedule and budget. Full details
and registration information are available on the ACRL website.
Registration for all online courses and webcasts qualifies for the ACRL
Frequent Learner Program. Register for three ACRL e-Learning events
and receive one free registration. ACRL online courses provide
asynchronous, multiweek content delivered through Moodle....

@

More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week

ACRL, Jan. 17

ALSC seeks editor for advocacy website, newsletter

ALSC seeks a member content editor for its upcoming advocacy
website and accompanying newsletter. The mission of the new site is to
educate youth-services librarians on the importance of advocacy and to
provide them with tools to assist in articulating their own value within
the library profession and community. Applications are due February
1....
ALSC, Jan. 22

24 librarians chosen for PLA
Leadership Academy

Following a review of more than 160 applications,
members of the PLA Leadership Development Committee and PLA
President Eva Poole chose 24 exceptional PLA Leadership Fellows to
attend the upcoming “PLA Leadership Academy: Navigating Change,
Building Community,” March 4–8, in Chicago....
PLA, Jan. 18

PLA at Midwinter

At the ALA Midwinter Meeting in Seattle, PLA will be hosting several
meeting and updates valuable for public library professionals. Some of
the highlights include a PLA update, a PLAmetrics user demo, and a
Public Libraries Online demonstration session....
PLA, Jan. 18

AASL preconferences at Annual Conference

Preconferences offered by AASL prior to the ALA 2013 Annual
Conference are designed to empower school librarians as education
leaders in their schools. These half-day workshops will be offered June
28 in Chicago. For more information, visit the AASL website....
AASL, Jan. 22

Explore transliteracy in the school library program

During “Transliteracy and the School Library Program,” the AASL 2012
Fall Forum, school librarians from all over the country met to discuss
transliteracy: the ability to read, write, and interact across a range of
platforms, tools, and media. Select recordings from this day-and-ahalf-long institute are now available in AASL’s professional development
repository, eCOLLAB....
AASL, Jan. 22
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Awards & Grants
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The University of
Pennsylvania
Museum of
Archaeology and
Anthropology in
Philadelphia has
collected around one
million objects since
its founding in 1887,
many obtained directly
through its own field
excavations or
anthropological
research. Currently the
online database
contains more than
329,000 object records
representing 665,000
objects with 67,000
images illustrating
25,200 items. Based
on current workflows,
the museum expects
the number of object
records to increase by
roughly 3,000 records
every six months, with
an additional 8,500
object photographs
added as well.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site, Check out
our Featured Digital
Libraries Pinterest board.
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Iannuzzi named Academic/Research
Librarian of 2013

Patricia Iannuzzi (right), dean of university libraries at
the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, is the ACRL
2013 Academic/Research Librarian of the Year. The
award, sponsored by YBP Library Services, recognizes
an outstanding member of the library profession who
has made a significant national or international
contribution to academic or research librarianship and library
development. Iannuzzi will receive the $5,000 award on April 10 during
the ACRL 2013 conference in Indianapolis....
ACRL, Jan. 22

Unlimited access to virtual Youth Media Awards

Good news for those who plan to watch the presentation of the ALA
Youth Media Awards by streaming video at 8 a.m. Pacific time on
January 28, during the ALA Midwinter Meeting in Seattle. There will be
no limit on the number of online viewers....
AL: Inside Scoop, Jan. 18

How to host a YMA viewing party

Emily Calkins writes: “With less than a week to
go until the Youth Media Awards are
announced, it’s time to get serious about your
plans for the morning of January 28. If you’re
lucky enough to be at Midwinter, you can skip
this. If, like me, you can’t make it to
Midwinter, don’t worry. You can still celebrate the biggest day of the
year in children’s and YA literature. I’ve got you covered. Here are the
basic ingredients.”...
YALSA The Hub, Jan. 22

Five libraries honored for cutting-edge
services

The ALA Office for Information Technology Policy and
LITA have recognized five libraries for offering cuttingedge technologies in library services. Those honored are
Boston College High School’s Corcoran Library; GoetheInstitut New York Library with Pratt Institute SILS in
New York City; University of Arizona Libraries in Tucson; Orange
County (Fla.) Library System in Orlando; and Genesee Valley
Educational Partnership School Library System in Le Roy, New York....
Office for Information Technology Policy, Jan. 22

Nominations open for L. Ray Patterson Award

The nomination period is open for the L. Ray Patterson Award, an ALAsponsored honor that recognizes particular individuals or groups who
“embody the spirit of the US Copyright law as voiced by the framers of
our Constitution: ‘to advance the knowledge of science and useful
arts.’” Send nominations to Carrie Russell; the deadline is February
15....

Noted and
Quoted
“I spent the
afternoon in a
bookstore. There
were no books in it.
None had been
printed for nearly
half a century. And
how I have looked
forward to them,
after the microfilms
that made up the
library of the
Prometheus! No such
luck. No longer was
it possible to browse
among shelves, to
weigh volumes in
hand, to feel in their
heft the promise of
ponderous reading.
The bookstore
resembled, instead,
an electronic
laboratory. The
books were crystal,
with recorded
contents. They could
be read with the aid
of an opton, which
was similar to a book
but only had one
page between the
covers. At a touch,
successive pages of
the text appeared on
it.”
—Stanisław Lem, Powrót z
gwiazd (Warsaw: Czytelnik,
1961). First published in
English as Return from the
Stars by Harcourt Brace
Jovanovich in 1980.

@

More quotes...

District Dispatch, Jan. 23

Ex Libris Student Writing Award

LITA is offering an award for the best unpublished manuscript
submitted by a student or students enrolled in an ALA-accredited LIS
graduate program. Sponsored by LITA and Ex Libris, the award consists
of $1,000, publication in LITA’s refereed journal Information Technology
and Libraries, and a certificate. The deadline is February 28....
LITA, Jan. 18
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Sue Kowalski, 2012 Winner
of the I Love My Librarian
Award: 'It's all about the
children'
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2013 Sydney Taylor Book Awards

Linda Glaser and Adam Gustavson, author and
illustrator of Hannah’s Way; Louise Borden, author of
His Name Was Raoul Wallenberg; and Deborah
Heiligman, author of Intentions, are the 2013
winners of the Sydney Taylor Book Awards. The
awards were announced at the Mid-Winter Meeting
of the School, Synagogue, and Community Center
Division of the Association of Jewish Libraries. The award honors new
books for children and teens that exemplify the highest literary
standards while authentically portraying the Jewish experience....
Association of Jewish Libraries, Jan. 21

2013 Talk Story grants

The American Indian Library Association and the
Asian/Pacific American Librarians Association will
provide another year of minigrants for their “Talk
Story: Sharing Stories, Sharing Culture” program.
Talk Story is a literacy program that reaches out to
Asian Pacific American and American Indian/Alaska
Native children and their families through books, oral tradition, and art.
The deadline to apply is February 15....
Talk Story, Dec. 14

Apply for Ezra Jack Keats Foundation minigrants

The History of Peanut
Butter
'Beasts of Southern Wild'
Wins Best Picture
Nomination
Nearly 30 Million People in
World Considered Slaves
Cigars Represent Mixed
Feelings American Leaders
Have Regarding Cuba
The Entrepreneur's Starter
Kit: When Is a Business a
Failure?

Join Us on Facebook
Subscribe to our
Newsletter

The Ezra Jack Keats Foundation is celebrating the 25th year of its
minigrant program with a call for proposals. Approximately 70 grants of
$500 each will be awarded to qualifying teachers and librarians at
public schools and libraries across the United States. The deadline for
grant submissions is March 15, and decisions will be emailed to all
applicants beginning May 15, allowing educators to plan for the next
academic year accordingly....
Ezra Jack Keats Foundation, Jan. 15
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Libraries in the News
Lance Armstrong library joke
goes viral

Jack Dee, a part-time library assistant in the
public library at Manly, New South Wales,
Australia, placed a tongue-in-cheek sign in
the library on January 19 saying that all of
disgraced cyclist Lance Armstrong’s
nonfiction books “will soon be moved to the
fiction section.” After a patron tweeted a photo of the sign, Dee
removed it immediately and apologized to Manly Council. Acting Library
Manager Wendy Ford said that Dee had not meant the prank to be
offensive, but that the council would review the incident....
Sydney (N.S.W.) Morning Herald, Jan. 21; Manly (N.S.W.) Daily, Jan. 21

Controversial painting on display
again in Newark

A painting that caused a ruckus at the Newark
(N.J.) Public Library when it was hung in
November is now uncovered again, viewable by
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Calendar
Mar. 10–16:

Teen Tech Week.

Apr.:

School Library
Month.

Apr. 10–13:

ACRL 2013,
Indianapolis. “Imagine,
Innovate, Inspire.”

Apr. 14–20:

National Library
Week.

Apr. 16:

National Library
Workers Day.

Apr. 17:

National Bookmobile
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all, and the controversy around it gone. The
huge drawing was done by Kara Walker, a renowned African-American
artist whose themes deal with race, gender, sexuality, and violence.
The piece shows the horrors of reconstruction, 20th-century Jim
Crowism, hooded figures of the Ku Klux Klan, and a sexual assault.
Library Director Wilma Grey covered the painting up for more than a
month after a few library staffers complained....
Newark (N.J.) Star-Ledger, Jan. 20

UIUC library volunteer finds
unknown Sandburg poem

With the debate over gun control heating
up, a retired volunteer at the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign library made a timely find. Ernie Gullerud,
a retired professor of social work at the university, came upon a
previously unpublished poem by Carl Sandburg (1878–1967) titled “A
Revolver,” which addresses the issue of guns and violence. Gullerud
has volunteered at the Rare Book and Manuscript Library every
Thursday for more than seven years....
Chicago Tribune, Jan. 21

Cornell and Columbia to combine
technical services

The libraries at Columbia University and Cornell
University are taking an unprecedented new step in their 2CUL
partnership—integrating a major part of their operations. Thanks to a
three-year, $350,000 grant from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, the
two libraries will integrate their technical services departments. For
library users, the 2CUL integration will mean better and faster access
to more materials, including licensed journal articles, foreign materials,
and other content....
Cornell University Library News, Jan. 16

Ford Library appoints Wikipedian in
residence

Wikipedia didn’t exist when President Gerald R. Ford
served in the White House. The Gerald R. Ford
Presidential Library has appointed a Wikipedian in
residence (as an intern) to help the Ford Library in Ann
Arbor and the Ford Museum in Grand Rapids make its
collection of documents, photos, and other materials
available to the world online. Michael Barera (right), a student in the
University of Michigan School of Information, is the first Wikipedian in
residence at any of the 13 US presidential libraries....
Grand Rapids (Mich.) Press, Jan. 17

West Virginia Supreme Court to rule on library
funding

For more than a decade, the Kanawha County (W.Va.) board of
education and the county public library have been wrapped in a legal
battle over the constitutionality of funding legislation originally passed
in the 1950s. Now, the case is being heard by the state Supreme Court
of Appeals and its decision could affect the funding of public libraries in
eight other counties in the state. Legal counsel presented appeals to
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Day.

Apr. 20–27:

Money Smart Week.

Apr. 21–27:

Preservation Week.

Apr. 23:

World Book Night.

Apr. 30:

El día de los niños /
El día de los libros
(Children’s Day / Book
Day).

May 1–7:

Choose Privacy
Week.

May 7–8:

National Library
Legislative Day,
Washington, D.C.

May 16:

May Hill Arbuthnot
Honor Lecture,
featuring Michael
Morpurgo, Nazareth
College, Rochester,
N.Y.

June 23–26:

ACRL Rare Books and
Manuscripts Section
Preconference,
Minneapolis. “O Rare!
Performance in Special
Collections.”

June 27–
July 2:

ALA Annual
Conference, Chicago.

June 28:

ALSC Preconference,
Art Institute of
Chicago. “A Wild Ride:
75 Years of the
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four of the five justices of the court, hoping to explain succinctly what
more than 10 years of litigation boil down to....

Caldecott Medal.”

Topeka library board hears shooter response plan

Library Card Sign-Up
Month.

West Virginia Public Broadcasting, Jan. 17

The Topeka and Shawnee County (Kans.) Public Library is adding a
scenario to its disaster preparedness plan: how to respond to an active
shooter in the building. But one member of the library board believes
the board should also reconsider its policy prohibiting concealed
firearms within library walls. Quentin Martin, a former reserve deputy
sheriff, expressed concern that he has to leave his weapon locked in
his vehicle every time he wants to enter the library....

Sept.:

Sept. 22–28:

Banned Books Week.

@

More...

Topeka (Kans.) Capital-Journal, Jan. 18

Man damages Russian books at Seattle Public Library
Trouble at the Seattle Central Library went international when officers
notified the Mongolian Consulate that a library patron was caught
allegedly stealing and destroying more than $200 worth of rare Russian
books and periodicals. The man, a Mongolian national, was caught as
he tried to smuggle a bag of the materials out of the library January
16. A staff member told police the man damaged many of the books
beyond repair before trying to sneak them out....
KOMO-TV, Seattle, Jan. 22

LAC acquires first Bible printed in Canada

Library and Archives Canada is now home to the first complete and
authorized version of the Bible to be printed in Canada. This Bible
consists of two volumes and was published around 1832 by John Henry
White in Halifax, Nova Scotia, and Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island.
LAC held no copies of this item before, and only five copies are known
to exist in library collections: three in Canada and the other two in the
United States....
Library and Archives Canada, Jan. 17
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AL Direct is a free electronic
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Library Association and
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George M. Eberhart,
Editor:
geberhart@ala.org

William Blake engravings found
at Rylands Library

Staff at John Rylands Library at the
University of Manchester, England, have
found 350 engraved plates designed by poet
and artist William Blake (1757–1827) in the
pages of old books. Librarians had long suspected that Blake
illustrations might be hidden in its collection. A team of students,
working alongside lecturer and Blake expert Colin Trodd, spent two
years searching and found hundreds of items, including two copies of
Robert Blair’s “The Grave” with Blake’s designs, a copy of Virgil’s
Pastorals containing Blake’s enchanting miniature illustrations (above),
an exquisitely hand-colored copy of Edward Young’s Night-Thoughts,
and a copy of Blake’s masterpiece The Book of Job....

Beverly Goldberg,
Senior Editor:
bgoldberg@ala.org

Phil Morehart,
Associate Editor:
pmorehart@ala.org

The Telegraph (UK), Jan. 21; John Rylands Library Special Collections Blog, Jan. 14

Love Your Library with a poledancing class

Council officials in Midlothian, Scotland, are
staging a free pole-dancing class in a library in
an attempt to persuade more people to borrow
books. It will run the session, taught by poledance instructor Nikki Clark (right), at Mayfield
library in Dalkeith on February 2, which is Love
Your Library Day in the UK. Another activity in the council’s library
promotion is “booky table tennis,” in which players use books instead
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of paddles. Other libraries in Midlothian are offering Scottish country
dancing, head massages, and an Xbox challenge for both children and
their parents....
The Scotsman (UK), Jan. 18

lborman@ala.org
To advertise in American
Libraries Direct, contact:
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Doug Lewis:
dglewis@ala.org

IMLS public library survey results
released

Public libraries served 297.6 million people throughout
the United States, a number that is equivalent to
96.4% of the total US population, according to new
research by the Institute of Museum and Library
Services. On January 22, IMLS released its Public
Libraries in the United States Survey: Fiscal Year
2010, an analysis of the most comprehensive annual
data collection of US public library statistics. Paul Everett Nelson
explains why there are 290 fewer libraries in this report (from 9,225 in
2009 to 8,951 in 2010.)...
Institute of Museum and Library Services, Jan. 22; Retiring Guy’s Digest, Jan. 23

25 years of research into violent
video games

Jason Schreier writes: “US President Barack
Obama asked Congress to dedicate $10
million toward studying the effects of violent media, including games,
which he singled out during a January 16 speech. But do we really
need more research? What about the studies that have already been
done? Over the past few weeks, Kotaku has gone through dozens of
studies and spoken to multiple researchers in the field of violent media.
While there are no documented scientific links between video games
and criminal violence, the question has been hotly debated.” Check out
the quick summaries here....
Kotaku, Jan. 16–17
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Tech Talk
Lenovo to offer ThinkPads to
schools

Lenovo announced January 17 that it will be
introducing a special version of its ThinkPad
X131e, an education-focused notebook,
running Google’s Chrome OS. The Chromebook
will be sold exclusively to the education
market, and the K-12 segment in particular, beginning February 26 via
special bid for volume subscription ordering through schools. The
ThinkPad X131e has a degree of ruggedization that should help it better
withstand the rigors of being lugged around and used by younger
children....
TechCrunch, Jan. 17

Three Windows 8 features worth
celebrating

David Pogue writes: “You already know my overall
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opinion of Windows 8: that it’s two very good
operating systems—one for touch screens, one for
mouse and keyboard—idiotically superimposed on
each other. You wind up with duplicate everything:
two web browsers, two help systems, two search
features, two control panels. Maybe Microsoft will
somehow fix what’s wrong. In the meantime, I thought I’d share three
completely overlooked gems that I’ve unearthed in my explorations.”...
New York Times: Pogue’s Posts, Oct. 25, 2012; Jan. 17

Taking out the data trash

Erez Zukerman writes: “Manually sorting or deleting
hundreds of files is a tedious task, but leaving them
where they lie can be even worse: They may contain
fragments of personal information or drafts of
sensitive business documents. And they may prevent
you from using drive space for more important things. I’ve found
several free and low-cost tools that can automate file management and
securely delete your unwanted files, so you won’t ever again have to
worry about your downloads and temp files.”...
PC World, Jan. 23

How to calibrate your monitor

John R. Delaney writes: “If your photos look different in print than they
do on your PC, or movies just don’t look as detailed as they should,
chances are your monitor needs to be calibrated. By making a handful
of adjustments, you can improve your monitor’s image detail and color
accuracy and reduce eyestrain while you’re at it. There are several
methods of calibration available, depending upon your needs and
budget.”...
PC Magazine, Jan. 16

Eight tips for learning how to code

Erez Zukerman writes: “Even if you don’t intend
to make a living as a professional programmer,
learning how to code proficiently is going to
come in handy in any computer-related job.
Mastering the art of programming takes
thousands of hours. Still, if you spend those
hours well, you’ll get there sooner and have more fun along the way.
Here are a few ideas for you to consider and maybe try out on your
path to becoming a coder.”...
MakeUseOf, Jan. 22

Go back to the Top

E-Content
ProQuest to acquire Ebook
Library

Information company ProQuest has signed a
definitive agreement to acquire Ebook Library (EBL), significantly
expanding its ebook delivery and aggregation capabilities with libraries
worldwide. ProQuest acquired ebrary, an ebook pioneer, in January
2011 and plans to combine the strongest features of ebrary and EBL
into a single, comprehensive ebook platform. Founded in 2004 by
Ebooks Corporation, EBL offers more than 300,000 ebooks from more
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than 500 publishers to libraries around the world....
ProQuest, Jan. 22

OCLC and Gale expand partnership

OCLC and Gale, a leading publisher of reference resources for libraries,
have agreed to make all Gale databases and archives fully discoverable
through WorldCat Local and to explore broadening discoverability of
Gale collections through other applications available through the OCLC
WorldShare Platform. This new agreement will enable OCLC to index
metadata and full text for all Gale databases and scholarly archives
and make them discoverable through WorldCat Local for mutual
subscribers....
OCLC, Jan. 23

OverDrive introduces streaming video and audio

OverDrive announced January 22 that it will enhance its library service
platform with streaming video and audio technology. The new services
will improve ease of use and device compatibility for OverDrive-hosted
video, audiobook, and music collections at libraries and schools. The
company will demonstrate its streaming technology at the 2013 ALA
Midwinter Meeting in Seattle....
OverDrive, Jan. 22

Why online book discovery is broken

Laura Hazard Owen writes: “Figuring out how to get their books
discovered online isn’t a new problem for publishers, but it is becoming
more pressing as channels and competition proliferate. New research
shows that frequent book buyers visit sites like Pinterest and
Goodreads regularly, but those visits fail to drive actual book
purchases. 61% of book purchases by frequent book buyers take place
online, but only 7% of those buyers said they discovered that book
online.”...
paidContent, Jan. 17

Random House launches BookScout
app

Random House has introduced a new Facebook
app called BookScout that helps readers discover books and share
these finds with their friends. When you first sign up for the app it will
recommend books to you based on your Facebook timeline. If you like
a book, you can click on it to find out more. From there you can buy
the book from any number of book retailers with an additional click....
AppNewser, Jan. 22

E-read first, e-pay later

Total Boox is an ebookstore and e-reading
platform that lets you pay only for what you read. It lets you sample
ebooks and take in single pages or chapters without forking over the
full purchase price. Israel-based entrepreneur Yoav Lorch is the founder
and CEO of Total Boox, a web and app-based system in early beta that
lets you “read first, pay later.” Sign up for Total Boox through its app
for Android tablets and you’ll receive $2 in book-buying credit....
Mashable, Jan. 21

Go back to the Top

Books & Reading
The rise of new book forms

Mathew Ingram writes: “The meaning of the
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term ‘book’ has become pretty fluid, thanks to
the ebook revolution. It’s not just the Kindle,
but new offerings like Byliner and Atavist, which blur the lines between
books and magazines, and even new variations on an old format like
serialized fiction. So do physical books really matter anymore? Is there
something special about them, or are they just a historical artifact
whose time has come and gone?”...
paidContent, Sept. 18, 2012; Jan. 18

Get to know Goodreads

Travis Jonker writes: “Scores of dedicated readers log on
to Goodreads and share their opinions about books with
the world. Imagine Facebook and your public library
having a baby (on second thought...) and you get the
gist of the social network that millions have come to
know, use, and depend on. You may not have heard much about
Goodreads, and the public at large hardly knows it exists, but this site
has a devoted following among book lovers. It can also be a valuable
professional tool to share with your students and colleagues.”...
Library Journal: The Digital Shift, Jan. 16

The modern book club meets in a bar

Leah L. White writes: “Starting a library-sponsored
book club in a bar can be a wonderful experience.
You connect to your community in ways you just
can’t replicate in a library setting. I currently run
Books on Tap (right) for the Northbrook (Ill.) Public
Library, and before that, I helped run LitLounge, a
cosponsored book club between the Morton Grove
and Skokie (Ill.) Public Libraries. Here are a few things that I
learned.”...
Letters to a Young Librarian, Jan. 17

The curious rise of bibliographics

Suzy Staubach writes: “What does the
proliferation of sites, books, and blogs celebrating
images of books say about our relationship with
the printed word? A fetish of book images has
emerged in the US and in Europe, manifesting
itself both online and in print books themselves.
It has permeated Facebook, Pinterest, Tumblr,
and beyond. I admit that I’ve been pulled in,
fascinated, looking, posting, but I still wonder what it signifies. Let’s
take a quick tour.”...
The College Store, Jan./Feb.

10 novels to solve all of your problems

Emily Temple writes: “There’s no denying it—the selfhelp book business is booming. But why relegate
yourself to cheesy self-help books proper when you
could clear up your paranoia, codependency, or
narcissism with a good novel? A novel, you say? Which
novel? We prescribe (though take our comments with a
grain of salt; we’re nerds, not doctors) a few books to
cure whatever ails you.”...
Flavorwire, Jan. 17

Happiness is a dusty book
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Renee Grassi writes: “Maybe it’s just at my library, but
many of our kids head straight for the new shelves. They
just can’t help themselves. Plus they want to check the
one all their friends are reading. Even now, Wonder by R.
J. Palacio is one of those books for us. Okay. But what if
all your copies are checked out? Here are my suggestions
for good books with characters that are special in their
own way.”...
ALSC Blog, Jan. 22

Dragons in books

Beth Carswell writes: “Is there a creature more
fantastical than the dragon? From fierce, fire-breathing
serpents to wise telepathic companions, literature has
told tales of these mythical beasts for generations.
Some of the best fantasy, science fiction, and myth
revolve around them. Fierce or friendly, wise or goofy,
winged and scaly, literature is full of remarkable
dragons to explore. This one was a lot of fun to
research, since the dragons in books often differ widely
from one another.”...
AbeBooks’ Reading Copy, Jan. 22

Handley celebrates a centennial

In January, the Handley Regional Library in
Winchester, Virginia, published an illustrated,
220-page volume to celebrate its centennial
and describe the sometimes quirky history of
the library system. For instance, why did
Scranton, Pennsylvania, resident Judge John
Handley leave his fortune to Winchester? Why
did it take 18 years after his death in 1895 to open the fabulous
Beaux-Arts library that is named for him? How did a linden tree
become the impetus for the formation of the Friends?...
Handley Regional Library

Go back to the Top

Tips & Ideas
EveryLibrary / Hack Library School internship

The EveryLibrary / Hack Library School internship will provide a current
LIS student with the opportunity to apply specialized knowledge and
skills to public policy and voter advocacy issues confronting
independent library districts. One selected student will work 10–12
weeks during the summer in collaboration with EveryLibrary to produce
original research or a white paper–length policy brief. Students should
apply by March 15....
Hack Library School, Jan. 21

11 signs your library needs social
media training

Heather Mansfield writes: “Many nonprofits need
social media training; they just don’t know it.
Social media best practices are constantly in
flux as tool sets change and algorithms are
modified. Unless you study Facebook, Twitter,
Pinterest, Google+, etc., on a regular basis, you may not realize that
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the best practices that worked six months ago have evolved. If you are
making only a couple of the following mistakes or none at all,
congrats! More than that? Please be open to the idea that you may
need social media training.”...
Nonprofit Tech 2.0, Jan. 22

Managing Google+ circles: The
basics

Tina Sieber writes: “Google+ isn’t dead. In
fact, it’s been growing. Some people even
think Google+ will prevail big time in 2013, and they have solid
arguments. Circles is the part of Google+ that lets you organize people
you know. Here are the things you must know to create better Circles
faster and use them to your benefit.”...
MakeUseOf, Jan. 22

Information New Wave established

Information New Wave, an international charity,
launched in January to enhance the education of
communities, library users, students, and information
professionals from minority groups in the United States and developing
countries. “Information New Wave seeks to bridge access to
information for multilingual populations anywhere at any time,” said
the group’s president, Loida Garcia-Febo. The charity will appear at the
Seattle Public Library on January 26 to sponsor Reforma’s Noche de
Cuentos (A Night of Stories)....
Information New Wave, Jan. 16

New website explains Common Core
standards

Scholastic has launched a new website, “Common
Sense for the Common Core,” that aims to help
teachers, school leaders, and parents understand the
standards, and provides instructional programs to
implement them. Built in consultation with Common
Core experts, the website answers questions about the standards and
points parents and teachers toward resources to help them understand
what is changing and what is not....
eSchool News, Jan. 23

Healthy living @ your library

January 20–26 is Healthy Weight Week, a celebration of
healthy, diet-free living habits focusing on the prevention
of eating and weight problems. Once learned, these
habits can be cultivated throughout life. Here are a few
examples of what libraries across the country are doing
during this Healthy Weight Week and throughout the
year. Manhasset (N.Y.) Public Library offers Exercise @
your library, a series of eight exercise classes for $15
and a proof of a library card....
Campaign for America’s Libraries, Jan. 22

Stealth library jobs

Holly writes: “Diving into the thick of job hunting now that I have my
MLIS, I’ve been noticing just how many jobs out there are stealth
library jobs. Stealth library jobs are ones where employers don’t say
they want a librarian, but everything else in the job description
screams We need librarians. This is important to recognize, especially
since these stealth jobs won’t show up if you search for ‘library’ on job
boards.”...
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Holly the Librarian, Jan. 19

The adventures of an ambulanceriding librarian

Kacy Allgood (right) writes: “What’s a librarian
doing on an ambulance? A Fellowship from the
Grace and Harold Sewell Memorial Fund provides
an opportunity for me to learn about prehospital
and in-hospital emergency medical services,
mass casualty incidents, and disaster preparedness. I ride out with
Indianapolis EMS, the largest 911 ambulance service in Indiana. In
return, for four agencies I provide content curation, mobile app
reviews, literature searches, bibliographic management, and other
special services.”...
Adventures of an Ambulance Riding Librarian, Jan. 14

Tips for weeding your reference collection

Anna Mickelsen writes: “If you are responsible for collection
development in just about any size or kind of library, the chances are
good that there has been a recent push to reduce the size of your print
reference collection. Print reference materials are, to use a regional
expression, wicked expensive. Here at my library, we are reducing our
reference collection by 50%. So where do you start when you are lucky
enough to get the assignment to chop chop chop?”...
Collection Reflection, Jan. 15

Video games and libraries are a good mix

Rob LeFebvre writes: “Video games are yet another way for kids and
adults to learn and interact socially. ‘Gaming in libraries, whether it’s
sitting at a computer playing a video game online or playing a board
game with friends, is a sociable experience, especially for kids,’ said
Emily Reeve, a librarian based in Denver. Modern libraries, she added,
are becoming more about public space than just about books.”...
VentureBeat: GamesBeat, Jan. 18

Best free language-learning apps

Jill Duffy writes: “Professional and polished interactive
software for learning a new language, like Rosetta
Stone and Fluenz, cost hundreds of dollars. Are there
any programs or apps that help you learn or practice
a new language that are free? The answer is a not-sostraightforward ‘yes.’ Here are several free resources for languagelearning that offer content in multiple languages.”...
PC Magazine, Jan. 18

LOLcats of the Middle Ages

Nicole Eddy writes: “The internet is considered
by many to be a delivery-system for pictures
of cats, but the enmity between the cat and
the mouse was well-established in the
medieval imagination. Cats were often shown
in manuscript illumination with the mice they
have caught, and we even find a Tom-and-Jerry style depiction of a
mouse caught by a cat, caught in turn by a dog (above). The
relationship between mice and cats, and the prospect of an organized
mouse insurrection against the oppressor, was actively explored as a
metaphor for human society.”...
British Library: Medieval and Earlier Manuscripts Blog, Jan. 21

Take the library to the people
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Kathy Dempsey writes: “You need to take
the library to the people instead of waiting
for the people to come to the library. If you
haven’t been moving toward that goal, then
you’re behind the times. Bookmobiles have
been doing it for decades. And your website
or virtual branch does it, in a way. But you’ll
increase your usage and visibility if you do something new or
unexpected to physically deliver information or books to the public at
points of need.”...
The ‘M’ Word: Marketing Libraries, Jan. 17

10 fictional libraries I’d like to
visit

Ellyssa Kroski writes: “Number 3 is The
Breakfast Club library (right). This iconic
movie library is actually a beautiful space
with a central circular reading room lit
around the center by bluish Tron-like lights from under the balcony.
The second floor has group work rooms and a media lab. This wasn’t
an actual library, but a complete set created and filmed in the
gymnasium of Maine North High School in suburban Chicago where
John Hughes also filmed Ferris Bueller’s Day Off.”...
iLibrarian, Jan. 18

YouTube videos showcase
Montana libraries

In preparation for Library Legislative Day
in Montana on January 17, public libraries
in Montana worked with a crew from the
state library last fall to film videos that
highlight the impact of libraries on
ordinary Montanans. The three-part video series features stories from
patrons who use their local libraries to learn how to run their homebased business using technology, look for employment, complement
their home-school curriculum, learn how to use technology resources,
and manage their businesses in the oil fields of northeastern
Montana....
Ravalli (Mont.) Republic, Jan. 16; Montana State Library YouTube channel

Internet users demand less
interactivity (satire)

Tired of being bombarded with constant requests
to share content on social media, bestow
ratings, leave comments, and generally “join in
on the discussion,” the nation’s internet users
demanded substantially less interactivity this
week. “All I want is to go to a website, enjoy it for the time I’ve
decided to spend there, and then move on with my life,” said San
Diego office manager Keith Boscone. “Is that so much to ask?”...
The Onion, Jan. 16
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American Libraries Online
ALA 2013 Midwinter Meeting

Librarians and library supporters gathered in Seattle January 25–29 to
discuss ways that libraries can engage and transform their
communities. This year’s event drew 6,694 attendees and 4,037
exhibitors, compared to 6,236 attendees and 3,693 exhibitors in Dallas
for the 2012 Midwinter Meeting; 7,549 attendees and 2,561 exhibitors
in San Diego in 2011; and 8,526 attendees and 2,569 exhibitors in
Boston in 2010....
Public Information Office, Jan. 29

Caroline Kennedy on libraries and
family

Phil Morehart writes: “‘I’m descended from a
long line of book worms and librarians. They
would be very proud of me for being here
with you.’ Caroline Kennedy’s (right)
revelation at the beginning of her Auditorium
Speaker Series talk Sunday at the ALA
Midwinter Meeting in Seattle set the tone for
the entire session. Her talk and Q&A with ALA President-elect Barbara
Stripling was filled with stories that detailed how learning, books, and
poetry shaped her famous family, interwoven with reminders of the
important roles that libraries and librarians play as guardians and
facilitators of information and ideas, role models to youth, and voices
for communities.” The Seattle Times also covered Kennedy’s talk....

ALA Midwinter Meeting,
Seattle, January 25–29.

Visit the ALA YouTube
channel to see coverage
of the Midwinter Meeting.

AL: Inside Scoop, Jan. 27; Seattle Times, Jan. 27

Steven Johnson and the origin of
innovation
Jaime Hammond writes: “Auditorium Series
speaker Steven Johnson (right) started
Saturday off with a funny story about
cholera. No, really. The story, which he
researched for his book The Ghost Map,
depicted John Snow researching the cholera
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epidemic in 1850s London. In a eureka moment, Snow realized that
water, not miasma, carried cholera; stopped the cholera epidemic; and
saved London. Except that’s not how it happened.” American Libraries
Associate Editor Phil Morehart interviewed Johnson (9:18) about how
he came to realize the value of “peer progressivism,” his research
process, and the changing state of journalism....
AL: Inside Scoop, Jan. 27; AL Focus, Jan. 26

The story of Still Alice

George Eberhart writes: “Lisa Genova (right),
neuroscientist and bestselling author of Still Alice
(2008), Left Neglected (2011), and Love Anthony
(2012), presented the Arthur Curley Memorial Lecture
on Saturday. Although her more recent novels focus on
autism and hemispatial neglect, Genova chose to talk
about her first book, which revolved around a 50-yearold woman, Alice Howland, who develops early-onset
Alzheimer’s.” Watch the exclusive American Libraries video interview
(13:37) with Genova, in which she discusses autism....
AL: Inside Scoop, Jan. 27; AL Focus, Jan. 26

The varieties of autistic thought

George Eberhart writes: “For its 23rd customer
appreciation breakfast on Sunday, Alexander Street
Press invited as keynote speaker Temple Grandin
(right), bestselling author, doctor of animal science,
and autism activist. Grandin, who was diagnosed with
autism at age 2 in 1949, advocates early behavioral
or cognitive intervention to address this neural
disorder in kids. She particularly worries about
videogame addiction in middle-school students,
because they are often individuals on the autism spectrum who think
visually and not conceptually.” Grandin will be an Auditorium Speaker
at the 2013 ALA Annual Conference in Chicago....
AL: Inside Scoop, Jan. 27

The digital revolution of PR

Laurie D. Borman writes: “Librarians learned a
dazzling array of tips and tricks for increasing
their public relations efforts on Facebook in a
Midwinter ALA Masters Series session on
Sunday. Ben Bizzle, director of technology at
Crowley Ridge Regional Library in Jonesboro,
Arkansas, and David Lee King, digital services
director at Topeka and Shawnee County (Kans.) Public Library, shared
ideas with a packed audience on how to maximize reach and increase
impact cost-effectively.”...
AL: Inside Scoop, Jan. 27

Applying appreciative inquiry to
community engagement

Megan McFarlane writes: “I am not usually one
for interactive sessions, so I was a little
concerned when I walked into Peggy Holman’s
‘Community Engagement Conversation’ session
Sunday and saw the small-group seating
arrangement. However, I could not have been more pleasantly
surprised with the results. Appreciative inquiry focuses on increasing
what an organization does well rather than on eliminating what it does
badly, and how to analyze that success in order to achieve greater
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success in future endeavors.”...
AL: Inside Scoop, Jan. 27

Librarians flock to Maker Monday

Laurie D. Borman writes: “‘All of us are makers,’ said
Dale Dougherty, founder of Make magazine, to a
capacity Midwinter crowd at ‘The New Stacks: The
Maker Movement Comes to Libraries’ on Monday. ‘It’s
in all of us. Librarians are makers of spaces, keepers
of resources shared by many, makers of a culture of
learning.’ Along with Travis Good, a former engineer
and freelance writer for Make, Dougherty described
the enthusiasm for Maker Faires, where makers show off the fun and
wildly creative things they make to enthusiastic and growing crowds.”...
AL: Inside Scoop, Jan. 29

Jamaica Kincaid on libraries and
censorship

Phil Morehart writes: “‘You are the gatekeepers
between reader and writer. For someone like me, you
have no idea how beautiful your existence is.’ Author
Jamaica Kincaid (right) enthused about librarians
throughout the Freedom to Read Foundation
Banned/Challenged Author event, held Saturday night
at Town Hall Seattle. Kincaid was the event’s featured speaker, and she
kept the large crowd rapt and laughing, particularly with stories
detailing a lifelong relationship with libraries and librarians that
stretches back to her childhood in Antigua.”...
AL: Inside Scoop, Jan. 27

Martin Luther King Jr. Sunrise
Celebration

The Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday
Observance and Sunrise Celebration is a
Midwinter tradition, recognizing the
connection between his life’s work and the
library world. This video (4:08) shows
some of the words and music commemorating Dr. King’s legacy....
AL Focus, Jan. 28

Librarians engage with Seattle’s
homeless

Phil Morehart writes: “‘I love librarians!’
Deborah Edison, director of development and
marketing for homeless advocacy organization
YouthCare, was enthusiastic as she spoke to a
group of 11 librarians at Straley House,
YouthCare’s home for homeless youth aged
18–24, on Friday. The large, labyrinthine house in Seattle’s University
District neighborhood provides essential services and support—housing,
meals, life skills workshops, art therapy, and more—to the homeless in
an effort to prepare them for a life off of the streets.” Watch the video
(2:41). More than 2,700 men, women, and children slept on the
streets in King County in January....
AL: Inside Scoop, Jan. 25; AL Focus, Jan. 26; KOMO-TV, Seattle, Jan. 25

Homeless Outreach: Food for
youth

YouthCare also allowed Midwinter volunteers
to cook meals for homeless youth. Jaime
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Hammond reports: “As part of the Homeless
Outreach project, a small group of librarian
volunteers cooked meals on Friday and
served them to area homeless youth.
YouthCare, the site of the volunteer project, is a place where youth can
not only get warm, get food, or find a place to sleep, but better
themselves as well. ALA member volunteers chopped apples, prepared
pasta, and served approximately 40 youths under the direction of Jack
Koran, YouthCare’s meal coordinator.”...
AL: Inside Scoop, Jan. 26

The National Library Board of
Singapore

American Libraries’ George Eberhart
interviewed (9:46) Katherina Lee, senior
staff member for the National Library Board
(NLB) of Singapore and executive director of
its international library development
company Cybrarian Ventures, and Lee Kee Siang, director of
technology and innovation for the NLB. Lee and Siang spoke Saturday
at the ALA Masters Series about the NLB and its innovations in
providing access to electronic resources and in offering management
services and technical solutions to libraries worldwide....
AL Focus, Jan. 26

Smitty Miller and LiLi

Smitty Miller, Fraser Valley (British
Columbia) Regional Library’s Tour
Manager, talks (6:26) about LiLi, the
library’s Nissan Cube, which it uses to
deliver mobile library services throughout
the community. Through the Library Live
and On Tour project, Miller visits
community agencies to provide programming and assistance to people
who cannot come to the library or do not feel comfortable there. The
car is stocked with gadgets for potential patrons to experience and
Miller is able to talk to them and do what is necessary to make them
feel they’ll be welcome at the library....
AL Focus, Jan. 28

Star Wars origami at the WrapUp/Rev-Up session

Authors Tom Angleberger and Chris
Alexander hosted the Star Wars–themed
Wrap-Up/Rev-Up Celebration (2:49),
complete with stormtroopers, R2D2, and
Boba Fett (in origami form). Alexander led
the audience in a step-by-step construction of Boba Fett....
AL Focus, Jan. 28

Romania’s new national library

Hermina Anghelescu and Leonard Kniffel write:
“Visible from nearly half a mile away, an
enormous rooftop Samsung banner leads the
casual observer to suppose that the imposing
new building in Bucharest is the Romanian
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headquarters for the electronics giant. Not so.
A small plaque near one of the massive
entrance doors says that this is the National Library of Romania.
Leading a tour through the new facility for American Libraries in late
September, Nicoleta Rahme, head of collection development, said the
library staff of 240 is wholly inadequate and ill-prepared for the
responsibilities they have inherited.”...
American Libraries feature
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ALA News

Top Midwinter
Tweets

A presidential initiative:
Transforming communities

Laurie D. Borman writes: “ALA President
Maureen Sullivan moderated ‘The Promise of
Libraries Transforming Communities,’ a panel
of three civic innovators held Saturday at
the Midwinter Meeting. The panel served as
a first step in building a sustainable, scalable
national plan for library-led community engagement. The speakers
brought both experience and first-hand stories about how their work at
a local level has united communities on common ground.”...
AL: Inside Scoop, Jan. 27

Harwood and Sullivan on
transforming communities

ALA has formed a partnership with the
Harwood Institute to realize the promise of
libraries transforming communities. In this
video (4:03), ALA President Maureen
Sullivan and Rich Harwood of the Harwood
Institute introduce the partnership and answer questions from
attendees....

Stephanie Chase:
Midwinter hasn’t even
started yet, and my
feet already hurt.
Kathy Ishizuka:
“Libraries as maker
spaces? That makes so
much sense,” says
seat mate. My first
library pimp of the
day.

AL Focus, Jan. 26

The post-award aftermath: 10 truths

Marge Loch-Wouters writes: “Post–ALA Youth Media Awards scuttlebutt
is ever and always the same—as are my reactions. People swoon.
People go nuclear. People swear and threaten (they clearly have had
bad days for other reasons). People cheer. People bemoan a favorite
frozen out. People question books they haven’t heard of or haven’t
purchased. People sigh over how unpopular the winners or honorees
will be with kids. People glow in agreement. I’m going to tell you all
what I think and know and how I react: My 10 truths, as it were.”...
Tiny Tips for Library Fun, Jan. 28
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Spotted in Seattle’s
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Candidates’ Forum

ALA presidential candidates Courtney Young
and Barbara Immroth (shown) and treasurer
candidates Clara Bohrer and Mario Gonzalez
make their opening statements at the 2013
ALA Presidential and Treasurer Candidates
Forum in this video (17:20)....
YouTube, Jan. 27

Council I: Rethinking ALA

ALA Council breezed through approval of the
2012 ALA Annual Conference Council
minutes, among other actions at its first
session on Sunday. For about an hour,
Council broke into small groups to discuss
“rethinking ALA” and what the group’s
aspirations were for ALA. Among the many comments and suggestions
were: Continue legislative advocacy, literacy training funding,
leadership in copyright and fair use, and the Digital Content and
Libraries Working Group efforts....
AL: Inside Scoop, Jan. 27

Council II

The Council II session included the Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer James
Neal reported that total ALA revenues for 2012 were $49,636,817
against expenses of $50,053,297. Total ALA assets were $76,033,460,
and total ALA liabilities were $45,570,809. Council passed a motion
brought by the Committee on Organization to create a Sustainability
Round Table....
AL: Inside Scoop, Jan. 29

Council III

At the final Council session of Midwinter 2013, a number of actions
were taken. A revised resolution on a personal dues adjustment passed
and will go to the membership on the 2013 ballot for a vote. At the
recommendation of the Committee on Legislation, Council recognized
Sen. Olympia Snow (R-Maine) on her 2013 retirement after 18 years
“of dedicated commitment to libraries and the American public that
depends upon them.” Council also approved COL’s resolution supporting
the application of the first sale doctrine of the copyright law to all
materials in library collections....
AL: Inside Scoop, Jan. 29

Session proposals due February 17

Your dynamic presentation might be the one that moves the needle
forward for the profession. Inspire others by submitting a proposal by
February 17 for one-hour “Conversation Starters” and five-minute
“Ignite” sessions for the 2013 ALA Annual Conference (June 27–July
2), or 45-minute programs for the ALA Virtual Conference (July 24–
25)....
Conference Services, Jan. 29

The American Dream Starts @ your library will
continue

Thanks to a generous grant from the Dollar General Literacy
Foundation, ALA and its Office for Literacy and Outreach Services will
continue funding the American Dream Starts @ your library, a literacy
initiative for adult English-language learners and their families. In 2013,
ALA has selected 51 public libraries in 21 states to receive one-time
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Pike Place Market:
“Shhhh!! The librarians
are here!!”
Kelly McElroy:
Wherein I identify
librarians for the
bartender, so she’ll be
ready for the
weekend. #alamw13
#librarianing
Ally Watkins:
I have so much galley
envy right now.
#alamw13leftbehind
Lisa Raney:
You haven’t lived until
you’ve heard “What
Shall We Do with a
Drunken Sailor?” sung
a capella in 4-part
harmony at an ALA
conference.
Jenn Riley:
God, I hate conference
chairs.
#conferencebutt
Jason Kucsma:
It took Metallica 9
years to understand
how people engage
music in the digital
world. I hope it
doesn’t take publishers
that long.
Emily P. Rodgers:
Noticing a tension
librarians have b/t
control (metrics,
definitions) &
possibility
(brainstorming, “yes,
and”).
Robin Rousu:
We like to think we
transcend outdated
stereotypes, but the
packs of #alamw13
librarians downtown
are rather
conspicuous. Nice
glasses, BTW.
Andy Woodworth:
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grants of $5,000–$15,000 to add or expand literacy services for adult
English-language learners....
Public Information Office, Jan. 29

Go back to the Top

Featured review: Nonfiction
for youth

Stone, Tanya Lee. Courage Has No
Color: The True Story of the Triple
Nickles, America’s First Black
Paratroopers. Jan. 2013. 160p.
Candlewick, hardcover (978-0-76365117-6).
Starting with a riveting opening that
puts readers into the shoes of a
paratrooper on a training flight, this large-format book offers
an informative introduction to the 555th Parachute Infantry
Battalion. Known as the Triple Nickles, they were America’s
first black paratrooper unit. Though WWII brought increased
racial integration to the military, the pace was painfully slow.
This book traces the paratroopers’ story through their training
and their long wait for orders to join the fighting overseas–
orders that never came. Instead, the Triple Nickles were sent
to fight fires in remote areas of western states. Decades
passed before the men were officially honored for service to
their country....

Top 10 black history
books for youth, 2013

Ann Kelley writes: “You’ll find
several outstanding books about the civil rights movement on
this year’s list of the top black-history titles, along with a
picture book about an unsung singer of the Harlem
Renaissance (Florence Mills) and a stylish biography of Giants
center fielder Willie Mays.”...

@

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
Go back to the Top

Division News
LITA Top Tech Trends 2013

Jason Griffey writes: “Here is the live
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If you’re at #alamw13
and you see someone
not dressed for
#sweatervestsunday,
stop and ask them
why they hate
freedom.

#ALAyma trended
worldwide on Monday.
Emily Jiang:
“Please accept the love
bomb of the crowd.”
OMG, I LOVE the
YALSA presenter
sooooooo much!
Abby Ranger:
Sometimes I wish
#ALAyma award
announcements
included a half-time
show with
choreography inspired
by the winning books.
Michael Grant:
I am married to the
2013 Newbery winner,
@kaaauthor, who will
now make me do
dishes for the rest of
2013.
Danielle Dreger:
Does everyone realize
a self-pubbed title won
an Alex? Richard
Ross’s “Juvenile in
Justice” is Amazeballs!
Bree Ogden:
@alamw should
provide muscle
relaxers for the day
after.
Ruth Boeder:
We aren’t going to
raise a generation of
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stream for the LITA Top Tech Trends
panel at ALA Midwinter 2013 in Seattle (in
two parts). Topic: ‘If Data Resides in a
Cloud Environment, Is It Still Mine?’
Panelists: Roy Tennant, Bess Sadler, Todd
Carpenter, Carl Grant (moderator), John Law, Mackenzie Smith, Julie
Speer....
LITA Blog, Jan. 27

Go back to the Top

Awards & Grants

STEM leaders just by
having them read
textbooks. #creativity
#education
#makermonday
#alamw13
Amanda Aldous:
SO excited I almost
walked into R2-D2
earlier.
Janie Hermann:
The final hour of an
ALA conference seems
like Brigadoon with
libraryland
disappearing into the
ether again for a few
more months.
Deborah Luchenbill:
Goodbye, Seattle! I
think we should see
more of each other.

Youth Media Award winners

Great Libraries
of the World

ALA announced the top books, videos, and audiobooks for children and
young adults—including the Caldecott, Coretta Scott King, Newbery,
and Printz awards—at its Midwinter Meeting in Seattle. The
announcement was webcast for those who could not attend and is still
viewable as an hour-long archived recording. Recognized worldwide for
the high quality they represent, ALA awards guide parents, educators,
librarians, and others in selecting the best materials for youth....
Public Information Office, Jan. 28

Newbery and Caldecott winners

Katherine Applegate, author of The One and Only Ivan, and Jon
Klassen, illustrator and author of This Is Not My Hat, are the 2013
winners of the John Newbery and Randolph Caldecott medals. The
Newbery and Caldecott medals honor outstanding writing and
illustration of works published in the United States during the previous
year....
ALSC, Jan. 28
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National Library of
India, Alipore,
Kolkata, India. Since
1953 housed in the
Renaissance Revival–
style Belvedere House,
the residence of the
lieutenant governors of
Bengal from 1854 to
1912, this library is
the largest in India. In
1903, Governor
General Lord Curzon
merged the collections
of the British Imperial
Library (founded in
1891) and the former
Calcutta Public Library
(dating from 1836)
into a new Imperial
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Diaz, Sáenz win Pura Belpré Awards

David Diaz, illustrator of Martín de Porres: The Rose in the Desert, and
Benjamin Alire Sáenz, author of Aristotle and Dante Discover the
Secrets of the Universe, are the 2013 winners of the Pura Belpré
Illustrator Award and Author Award, which honor Latino authors and
illustrators whose work best portrays, affirms, and celebrates the Latino
cultural experience in children’s books. Aristotle and Dante Discover the
Secrets of the Universe also won a Stonewall Book Award....
ALSC, Jan. 28; Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender Round Table, Jan. 29

Collier, Pinkney win Coretta Scott King Awards

Bryan Collier, illustrator of I, Too, Am America, and Andrea Davis
Pinkney, author of Hand in Hand: Ten Black Men Who Changed
America, are the winners of the 2013 Coretta Scott King Book Awards
honoring African-American authors and illustrators of outstanding books
for children and young adults....
Ethnic and Multicultural Information Exchange Round Table, Jan. 28

Tucker wins CSK–Virginia Hamilton Award

Demetria Tucker (right) is the recipient of the 2013
Coretta Scott King–Virginia Hamilton Award for Lifetime
Achievement. Tucker has served as youth services
coordinator at the Roanoke (Va.) Public Library System
and library media specialist at the Forest Park Elementary
School, where she was selected 2007 Teacher of the
Year. She now coordinates a youth leadership program, a
teen urban literature club, and many other programs that support the
youth of her community....
Office for Literacy and Outreach Services, Jan. 28

Ethan Long wins Geisel Award

Author and illustrator Ethan Long is the 2013 recipient
of the Theodor Seuss Geisel Award for Up! Tall! and
High! (G. P. Putnam’s Sons). A bevy of birds perform
a play in three acts, while teaching the concepts of
up, tall, and high. The Geisel Award is given to the
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Library that was open
to the public. After
independence in 1947,
this collection moved
from its old location in
Metcalfe Hall to
Belvedere and was
designated a national
depository. The library
has separate Indianlanguage divisions for
Assamese, Bengali,
Gujarati, Hindi,
Kannada, Kashmiri,
Malayalam, Marathi,
Oriya, Punjabi, Sindhi,
Tamil, Telugu, and
Urdu. The Sanskritlanguage division also
collects and processes
Pali and Prakrit books.

Oriental Research
Institute and
Manuscripts Library,
University of Kerala,
Thiruvananthapuram,
India. The library has
more than 65,000
items, mostly palmleaf manuscripts, as
well as some on
paper, copper plates,
birch bark, Amyris
bark, and textiles.
About 80% of the
collections are in
Sanskrit. An invaluable
source for the study of
ancient scripts, the
library originated with
the palace library of
Ayilyam Thirunal of
Travancore, who in the
late 19th century
ordered that a copy of
all manuscripts in the
state be collected.
This AL Direct feature
showcases 250 libraries
around the world that are
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author(s) and illustrator(s) of the most distinguished
American book for beginning readers published in
English in the United States....
ALSC, Jan. 28

In Darkness wins Printz Award

In Darkness, written by Nick Lake and published by
Bloomsbury Books for Young Readers, has won the 2013
Michael L. Printz Award for Excellence in Young Adult
Literature. Fifteen-year-old Shorty awakens beneath the
ruins of a crumbled hospital in Haiti, where his
weakening mind begins flashing back through his own
violent history, the loss of his twin sister, and his
mystical connection to Toussaint Louverture, the 19thcentury revolutionary who helped liberate his country....

notable for their exquisite
architecture, historic
collections, and innovative
services. If you find yourself
on vacation near one of
them, be sure to stop by for
a visit. Some will be featured
in The Whole Library
Handbook 5, edited by
George M. Eberhart, which is
scheduled for publication in
2013 by ALA Editions. There
is also a Great Libraries of
the World Pinterest board.

YALSA, Jan. 28

Tamora Pierce honored with Edwards
Award

Tamora Pierce is the recipient of the 2013 Margaret A.
Edwards Award that honors her significant and lasting
contribution to YA writing for the Song of the Lioness
quartet and The Protector of the Small quartet. The four
books in the Song of the Lioness series focus on
Alanna’s journey to accept herself both as a woman and
a warrior. Also set in Tortall, two decades later, is the
Protector of the Small quartet. Though set in a fantasy world, Pierce’s
heroines face realistic challenges that resonate with teen readers....
YALSA, Jan. 28

YALSA Award for Excellence in
Nonfiction

Bomb: The Race to Build—and Steal—the World’s
Most Dangerous Weapon, written by Steve Sheinkin
and published by Flash Point/Roaring Brook Press, has
been named the 2013 winner of the YALSA Award for
Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults. In a
suspenseful combination of science and history,
Sheinkin masterfully exposes the international race to
develop an atomic weapon and bring an end to World War II. The
award honors the best nonfiction book published for young adults (ages
12–18) during a November 1–October 31 publishing year. The title also
won the Robert F. Sibert Medal for the most distinguished informational
book for children published in 2012....
YALSA, Jan. 28; ALSC, Jan. 28

Seraphina wins 2013 William C. Morris
Award

Seraphina, written by Rachel Hartman, has been named
the 2013 winner of the William C. Morris Award, which
honors a book written for young adults by a previously
unpublished author. When the death of a royal prince
threatens the fragile peace between humans and
dragons in Goredd, court musician Seraphina is drawn
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Career Leads
from

Supervisor of
Technology and
Information
Management,
Watertown (Mass.) Free
Public Library.
Responsible for
operations and
maintenance of all
library computer
systems and
equipment;
recommends changes
and updates to
systems; coordinates
technology training and
documentation;
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into the murder investigation. But even as she aids
Prince Lucian in his mission to uncover the murderer, Seraphina
conceals a dangerous secret of her own—her half-human, half-dragon
heritage....
YALSA, Jan. 28

Batchelder Award honors Dial Books

Dial Books is the winner of the 2013 Mildred L.
Batchelder Award for My Family for the War, the most
outstanding children’s book originally published in a
foreign language and subsequently translated into
English for publication in the United States. Originally
published in German in 2008 as Liverpool Street, the
book was written by Anne C. Voorhoeve and translated
by Tammi Reichel....

coordinates database
purchases, licensing,
and associated
activities; oversees
acquisitions fund
accounting; catalogs
and classifies library
materials; conducts
performance appraisals
of staff; supervises 3
staff members;
occasionally works on
public service desk and
other work as
necessary....

ALSC, Jan. 28

Katherine Paterson wins the Wilder
Award

Katherine Paterson (right) is the winner of the 2013
Laura Ingalls Wilder Award honoring an author or
illustrator, published in the United States, whose books
have made a substantial and lasting contribution to
literature for children. Her numerous works include
Bridge to Terabithia (Crowell, 1977), Jacob Have I Loved
(Crowell, 1980), and The Great Gilly Hopkins (Crowell, 1978).
Paterson’s use of rich, literary language elevates each story, yet her
engaging plots, believable dialogue, and wry humor appeal to young
readers....

@

More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week

ALSC, Jan. 28

Carnegie Medal goes to Anna, Emma, and the Condor
Katja Torneman, producer of Anna, Emma, and the Condor, is the
2013 recipient of the Andrew Carnegie Medal for excellence in
children’s video. Anna and Emma, along with their parents, work to
bring the amazing and magnificent California condor back from the
brink of extinction. The girls are articulate and caring, sometimes silly,
and always engaging as they assist their parents with this important
work....
ALSC, Jan. 28

Pinkney to deliver 2014 Arbuthnot
Lecture

Author Andrea Davis Pinkney, vice president and editor
at large of Scholastic’s Trade Books, will deliver the
2014 May Hill Arbuthnot Honor Lecture. Each year, an
individual of distinction in the field of children’s
literature is chosen to write and deliver a lecture that
will make a significant contribution to the world of
children’s literature. The lecture is delivered in April and subsequently
published in Children and Libraries....
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The Macaulay Library
Archive at the Cornell
Lab of Ornithology in
Ithaca, New York, has
completed a 12-year
project to digitize its
entire collection of
archived analog
recordings. The
collection, which dates
back to 1929, contains
nearly 150,000 audio
recordings equaling
more than 10
terabytes of data.
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2013 Alex Awards

YALSA has selected 10 adult books with special appeal to teen readers
to receive the 2013 Alex Awards. The awards, sponsored by the
Margaret A. Edwards Trust, were created to recognize that many teens
enjoy and often prefer books written for adults, and to assist librarians
in recommending adult books that appeal to teens....
YALSA, Jan. 28

Odyssey Award goes to Brilliance
Audio

Brilliance Audio, producer of the audiobook The
Fault in Our Stars, has won the 2013 Odyssey
Award for Excellence in Audiobook Production. The
award is given to the producer of the best
audiobook produced for children and/or young
adults. The Fault in Our Stars, written by John
Green and narrated by Kate Rudd, perfectly captures the mercurial
characters of Hazel Grace and Augustus, teens whose chance meeting
in a cancer support group surprises them both as they embark on an
emotional roller coaster of a journey....
YALSA, Jan. 28

2013 Notable Videos for Adults

The ALA Video Round Table’s Notable Videos for Adults
Committee has compiled its 2013 list of Notable Videos
for Adults, a list of 15 outstanding programs released
on video within the past two years and suitable for all
libraries serving adults. Its purpose is to call attention
to recent video releases that make a significant
contribution to the world of video....
Video Round Table, Jan. 29

2013 Schneider Family Book Awards

Winners of the Schneider Family Book Award, which
honors authors and illustrators for the artistic expression
of the disability experience for children’s and adolescent
audiences, were announced at the ALA Midwinter Meeting.
Back to Front and Upside Down! written and illustrated by
Claire Alexander won the award for younger children; A
Dog Called Homeless by Sarah Lean was the winner in
the middle school category; and Somebody, Please Tell
Me Who I Am by Harry Mazer and Peter Lerangis was the winner in the
teen category....
Public Information Office, Jan. 28

Dictionary wins Dartmouth Medal

RUSA has selected the Dictionary of American Regional
English (Belknap Press of Harvard University Press) as
the winner of its 2013 Dartmouth Medal, an annual
award for a reference work of outstanding quality and
significance. Over the past 65 years, editors Frederick
Cassidy and Joan Houston Hall have worked with
hundreds of staff, volunteers, and students to compile
this comprehensive dictionary of American English
usage. Citations extend from the 17th century to the 21st century....
RUSA, Jan. 27

Outstanding Reference Sources
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About 9,000 species
are represented in the
collection. There is an
emphasis on birds, but
the collection also
includes sounds made
by whales, elephants,
frogs, primates, and
other animals.
Searches can be done
by common name,
although advanced
users can also browse
by taxonomy. Although
you can listen to the
audio files for free, it’s
not yet possible to
download and save
individual sound files.
The collection has
some videos available,
such as this footage of
a Pileated Woodpecker
feeding its young and
underwater views of a
Green Turtle. It also
has some free audio
and video digital
guides, including a
“Bird Songs of Florida
Sampler,” “Voices of
Eastern Backyard
Birds,” and “Voices of
Western Backyard
Birds.”
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site, Check out
our Featured Digital
Libraries Pinterest board.

Noted and
Quoted
“Reading is a gift we
give each other, not
a solitary pastime.”
—Caroline Kennedy, ALA
Midwinter Meeting. Seattle,
Jan. 27.

“Being special is like
having a
superpower. Schools,
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RUSA has announced its selections for the 2013 Outstanding Reference
Sources. This list of titles identifies the most important reference
publications for small and medium-sized public and academic libraries
published in a given year....
RUSA, Jan. 27

Notable Books List

RUSA has announced its selections for the 2013 Notable
Books List—a source for very good and very important
fiction, nonfiction, and poetry for the nation’s adult
readers. The winners were selected by the Notable Books
Council, a group of RUSA members and readers’
advisory experts from around the country. Since 1944,
the council has annually selected a list of 25 important
books for adults....

too often, are
kryptonite. But
libraries—libraries
are the bat cave.”
—Tom Angleberger, ALA
Midwinter Meeting. Seattle,
Jan. 28.

@

More quotes...

RUSA, Jan. 27

Listen List

RUSA has made its selections for the 2013 Listen List: Outstanding
Audiobook Narration juried list. The Listen List recognizes and honors
the narrators who create extraordinary listening experiences meriting
special attention by general adult listeners and the librarians who work
with them....

Winter Workout @ your
library

RUSA, Jan. 27

Reading List of genre fiction

RUSA has announced the selections for its 2013 Reading
List, which annually recognizes the best books in eight
genres: adrenaline (including suspense, thrillers, and
adventure), fantasy, historical fiction, horror, mystery,
romance, science fiction, and women’s fiction. This year’s
list includes novels that will please die-hard fans, as well
as introduce new readers to the pleasures of genre
fiction....
RUSA, Jan. 27

2013 Sophie Brody Medal for Jewish
literature

The Aleppo Codex: A True Story of Obsession, Faith, and
the Pursuit of an Ancient Bible by Matti Friedman
(Algonquin) was chosen by RUSA for this year’s Sophie
Brody Medal, given to encourage, recognize, and
commend outstanding achievement in Jewish literature
published in the US. The book illuminates a remarkable
range of Jewish themes: the Diaspora, the State of
Israel, the survival of original Jewish texts, and the fate of the Jews in
the Arab world....

'This American Life' Sets the
Standard for Reality Radio
Herblock's Editorial
Cartoons Focus on Climate
Change After a Lifetime of
Attacking the Powerful and
Pompous
Artist Robert
Mapplethorpe's Provocative
Photos on Display at Getty
The Entrepreneur's Starter
Kit: When Is a Business a
Failure?

Join Us on Facebook
Subscribe to our
Newsletter

RUSA, Jan. 27

Broadnax wins 2013 Zora Neale Hurston
Award

Lavonda Kay Broadnax (right), digital project coordinator
at the Library of Congress, is the 2013 recipient of
RUSA’s Zora Neale Hurston Award. The award honors
librarians who have demonstrated leadership in
promoting African-American literature. Broadnax was
selected for her bibliography project, “Selected Literature
Published by the Civil War Soul Sisters.” The project showcases the
writings of “black women who lived during the US Civil War, [during] a
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Calendar
Feb. 6:

Digital Learning Day.
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time when it was illegal for most African Americans to learn to read or
write.”...
RUSA, Jan. 27

NextReads wins 2013 Louis Shores Award
The team behind NextReads, an e-newsletter tool for
libraries from EBSCO’s NoveList, is the 2013 winner of
the RUSA Louis Shores Award. The award recognizes an
individual reviewer, group, editor, review medium, or
organization for excellence in book reviewing and other
media for libraries. The awards committee praised her
book reviews, blog and social media postings, readers’
advisory books, and review columns that serve as
valuable tools for both readers and readers’ advisors....
RUSA, Jan. 27

2013 Excellence in Academic
Libraries awards

At the Midwinter Meeting, ACRL announced the
recipients of its 2013 Excellence in Academic
Libraries Award: Walla Walla (Wash.)
Community College Library; Olin Library (right),
Rollins College, Winter Park, Florida; and Falvey
Memorial Library, Villanova (Pa.) University. Sponsored by ACRL and
YBP Library Services, the award recognizes the staff of a college,
university, and community college library for programs that deliver
exemplary services and resources to further the educational mission of
the institution....
ACRL, Jan. 29

2013 Stonewall Book Awards

The Stonewall Book Awards are given annually to
English-language works of exceptional merit relating to
the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender experience.
The winners are Aristotle and Dante Discover the
Secrets of the Universe by Benjamin Alire Sáenz (Simon
& Schuster), The Last Nude by Ellis Avery (Riverhead),
and For Colored Boys Who Have Considered Suicide
When the Rainbow Is Still Not Enough: Coming of Age,
Coming Out, and Coming Home edited by Keith Boykin
(Magnus)....
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender Round Table, Jan. 29

2013 Rainbow Books list

The 2013 Rainbow Books list, a joint project of the Gay,
Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender Round Table and the
Social Responsibilities Round Table, was announced at
the ALA Midwinter Meeting. The bibliography features
recommended fiction and nonfiction titles for young
readers, from birth through age 18, noted for their
significant and authentic GLBTQ content. Forty-nine
books from 31 publishers were selected for the 2013
Rainbow list....
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender Round Table, Jan. 28

2013 Amelia Bloomer List

The Amelia Bloomer Project, a product of the Social
Responsibilities Round Table’s Feminist Task Force, has
announced the 2013 Amelia Bloomer List, which
consists of well-written and well-illustrated books with
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Feb. 10–13:

Pennsylvania
Educational
Technology Expo and
Conference, Hershey
Lodge and Convention
Center, Hershey.

Feb. 14:

American Libraries
Live, Web Episode.
“Mobile Services: The
Library in Your Pocket.”

Feb. 21–22:

Personal Digital
Archiving,
Conference, Adele H.
Stamp Student Union,
University of Maryland,
College Park.

Feb. 23:

The Truth about
Expression,
Conference, Dominican
University GSLIS,
Butler Children’s
Literature Center, River
Forest, Illinois.

Feb. 24:

Polish American
Librarians
Association, Annual
Meeting, Polish
Museum of America,
Chicago.

Mar. 6–8:

Louisiana Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Hilton
Capitol Center
Downtown, Baton
Rouge. “Louisiana
Libraries: Unlock the
Possibilities!”

Mar. 16:

Southwest Florida
Reading Festival,
Harborside Event
Center and Centennial
Park, Fort Myers.

Mar. 18–22:
Innovations in
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significant feminist content, intended for young readers
from birth to 18 years old. The books on this year’s list
portray stories of women and girls finding their
individual and collective voices....
Social Responsibilities Round Table, Jan. 28

2013 BCALA Literary Award winners

The Black Caucus of the American Library Association
announced the winners of the 2013 BCALA Literary
Awards during the Midwinter Meeting. The awards
recognize excellence in adult fiction and nonfiction by
African-American authors published in 2012. The
winner of the 1st Novelist Award is The Twelve Tribes
of Hattie by Ayana Mathis (Alfred A. Knopf). In the
fiction category, the winner is Freeman: A Novel by
Leonard Pitts Jr. (Bolden)....
Cognotes, Jan. 28, p. 5

Robert B. Downs Intellectual
Freedom Award

Librotraficante is the 2012 recipient of the
Robert B. Downs Intellectual Freedom Award
given by the faculty of the Graduate School of
Library and Information Science at the University
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Librotraficante,
a movement led by Tony Diaz, is being
recognized for its efforts to oppose the censorship of ethnic and
cultural studies materials in Arizona. Librotraficante efforts have since
extended across the country, including the development of a magazine
and a freedom of speech event created in conjunction with Hispanic
Heritage Month....
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign GSLIS, Jan. 8

Hilary Mantel wins Costa Book of the
Year

Hilary Mantel continues to set records after her book
Bring Up the Bodies (Fourth Estate) became the first
work to win the Costa Book of the Year as well as the
Man Booker Prize. Mantel was awarded the £30,000
($47,273 US) prize January 29 at a ceremony in central
London. There had been pleas not to award the prize to
Mantel, who has already had huge recognition for Bring
Up the Bodies and its predecessor Wolf Hall, and
instead give the recognition to a less celebrated author. The issue was
even brought up by one of the judges....
The Independent (UK), Jan. 29

DSC Prize for South Asian Literature

Author Jeet Thayil has won the DSC Prize for South
Asian Literature for Narcopolis, his Booker-nominated
debut novel about drug addiction in Mumbai. Thayil is
the first Indian to win the prize, awarded annually to a
work of fiction “inspired by the South Asian region,
people, culture, and diaspora.” Thayil wins £32,000
($50,420 US). He courted controversy in 2012 when he
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Education, a study
tour to the early
childhood centers of
Pistoia, Italy,
sponsored by the Eric
Carle Museum of
Picture Book Art.

Mar. 21–24:

Alaska Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Valdez
Convention and Civic
Center, Valdez.
“Alaska’s Libraries: The
Original Discovery
Channel.”

Apr. 3–5:

Oklahoma Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Ardmore.
“Be the Change.”

Apr. 10–13:

Association of
College and
Research Libraries,
National Conference,
Indianapolis. “Peer
Revered.”

Apr. 12:

New England
Technical Services
Librarians, Annual
Spring Conference,
College of the Holy
Cross, Worcester,
Massachusetts. “The
Many Hats of Technical
Services.”

May 17–22:

Seminar on the
Acquisition of Latin
American Library
Materials, Annual
Meeting, Westin
Colonnade Hotel in
Coral Gables, Florida.

May 30–
June 1:
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was one of four authors to read from Salman Rushdie’s
The Satanic Verses, which is banned in India, at the Jaipur Literature
Festival. He later apologized....
BBC News, Jan. 25
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Libraries in the News
Islamist rebels torch Timbuktu
library before fleeing

French and Malian troops retook control of
Timbuktu, a UNESCO World Heritage site, on
January 28 after Islamist rebel occupiers fled
the ancient Sahara trading town and torched
several buildings, including a library holding
priceless manuscripts. Timbuktu Mayor Hallé Ousmane Cissé said that
departing Islamist gunmen had four days earlier set fire to the town’s
new Ahmed Baba Institute, which contained thousands of manuscripts.
More than 3,000 manuscripts have been destroyed and others looted,
according to an institute worker....

BookExpo America,
Javits Center, New
York City.

June 12–15:

American
International
Consortium of
Academic Libraries,
Annual Meeting and
Conference, John
Cabot University,
Rome, Italy. “New
Media, New Literacies,
New Models: Library–
IT–Faculty
Collaboration in a
Learning-Intensive
World.”

@

More...

Reuters, Jan. 28; The Guardian (UK), Jan. 28; NPR: The Two-Way, Jan. 29

LC signs “Declaration of
Learning”

On January 30, the Library of Congress
joined 12 other government agencies and
nongovernmental organizations in signing
a “Declaration of Learning” that formally
announces their partnership as members
of the Inter-Agency Collaboration on
Education. The initiative is spearheaded by Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton, who joined representatives at the signing ceremony.
The library has committed to utilizing historic artifacts in its collections,
as well as its educational expertise, to create digital learning tools that
can be accessed from computers, tablets, and cellphones. Watch the
video of the signing (5:41)....
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Library of Congress, Jan. 30; US Department of State, Jan. 30

Paterson libraries ban playing of violent videogames

City youths looking to hone their Call of Duty videogame skills can’t do
it at the Paterson (N.J.) Free Public Library System anymore. Its board
voted in January to ban the playing of direct-shooter videogames on
the computers at its facilities. The vote was prompted by a petition
from staffers who had been following an unofficial practice of
discouraging youths from playing the games. Director Cindy Czesak
said that unlike some towns where children often are supervised by
their parents while at the library, Paterson libraries have many youths
who come in on their own....
Paterson (N.J.) News, Jan. 27
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Sleeping banned at Iowa City Public Library

The Iowa City (Ia.) Public Library board of trustees voted 6–1 January
24 to implement a sleeping ban. The ban, which has become part of
the library’s official conduct policy, applies to all library patrons except
attended children. “The concern expressed by community members is
that sleeping in the library is an inappropriate use of library resources,”
said Library Director Susan Craig. But several community members at
the meeting said the sleeping ban was targeting homeless people who
had nowhere else to go....
Iowa City Press-Citizen, Jan. 24

Baseball mystery in Sacramento

Book restorer Joanne Murphy knew something
was unusual when she opened up an old Bible
in mid-January. The holy book turned up
among the tens of thousands of materials
donated to the Friends of the Sacramento
(Calif.) Public Library each year. Inside the
Bible, the signatures of 30 players and manager Fred Haney of the
1953 Pittsburgh Pirates were emblazoned on the first page along with
“Pirates 1953” written across the top in blue ink. The signed Bible had
been given to Pirates’ general manager Branch Rickey, but how did
Rickey’s Bible end up in a donation bin for a Sacramento library group?
...
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New major theft case in Canada

The Fall River, Nova Scotia, home of John
Mark Tillmann contained more than 1,300
books, documents, and other artifacts
believed stolen from multiple collections.
After a traffic stop in June in which stolen
documents (including a James Wolfe letter
from the collections of Dalhousie University)
were found in Tillmann’s car, police searched his house and found rare
materials from the Nova Scotia Provincial Archives, Mount St. Vincent
University, and the Provincial Building Legislative Library. News reports
suggest that the thefts may have taken place over more than two
decades....
PhiloBiblos, Jan. 27; CBC News, Jan. 22; Halifax (N.S.) Chronicle Herald, Jan. 23

Yale’s Beinecke Library turns 50

Yale University’s Beinecke Rare Book and
Manuscript Library, with its sublime marble
slabs and glass-enclosed stacks, has gone
from garish to grand. When the six-story
library debuted in New Haven, Connecticut,
in 1963, critics said its sleek, stark stylings
were too severe. Today, locals can’t imagine
Yale without it. A year-long celebration of the Beinecke kicked off
January 24 with a sweeping overview of the building’s influence and
importance....
New Haven (Conn.) Register, Jan. 24

The fantastic Swedish library
experiment

Sarah Odedina writes: “In the Kulturhuset in
central Stockholm, Sweden, is a remarkable
and inspirational library for young readers,
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Tio Tretton. Open for visitors between the
ages of 10 and 13, no adults are allowed.
No parents or teachers or helpful advisors.
This is an environment in which young people can go to read books,
make films, play music, cook in the kitchen, do origami, draw graphic
novels, or just hang out. The space speaks for itself.”...
Key Note Blog, Dec. 12; Kulturhuset
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Issues
Takeaways from the Pew Research study on libraries

Lee Rainie, director of the Pew Research Center’s Internet and
American Life Project, offered his personal observations on the
project’s recent survey report, “Library Services in the Digital Age”
(PDF file). The report indicated that library users wanted both books
and free access to the internet in nearly equal amounts. Rainie
presented his findings at a research update on Saturday, January 26,
at the Midwinter Meeting in Seattle....
AL: Inside Scoop, Jan. 27

They don’t teach you politics in library school

Chris Kyauk writes: “Community engagement requires political
engagement. This is unfortunate, but I believe libraries cannot be
apathetic to the political process if they are to succeed. That is why I
attended the Saturday morning ALA Washington Office Update; I felt it
was important to get a political overview as it pertains to libraries. The
update was an excellent overview of the current breakdown of the
political spectrum.”...
AL: Inside Scoop, Jan. 27

Berners-Lee sees an open access
future

Sir Tim Berners-Lee (right), who revolutionized the
way we access information on the internet through
the creation of the World Wide Web more than 20
years ago, has been a vocal proponent for making
data freely available while also protecting people’s
privacy. Open access activists, including the recently deceased Aaron
Swartz, have been pushing for free access to scholarly findings. “I think
that the open access activists will win out,” said Sir Tim, speaking at
the launch of the $40 million CSIRO’s Digital Productivity and Services
Flagship on January 29....
Phys.org, Jan. 29

The dangers of using Creative Commons
Flickr photos

Bobbi Newman writes: “Like many librarians I often
turn to Creative Commons licensed photos on Flickr
for use in my presentations and blog posts. Flickr
makes it incredibly easy to search for photos with a
Creative Commons license. Unfortunately it also
makes it ridiculously easy for users to change the license on all their
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photos at any time with the click of a button. I have been slowly
weaning myself away from Flickr photos. Although I have never heard
of what happened to me happening to anyone else, I think I’m going
to push harder with that move.”...
Librarian by Day, Jan. 27

Think before you unlock your cellphone

If consumers want to unlock their cellphones in order to go from one
cellular network to another, they now need to ask the permission of
their carrier. Starting January 26, unlocking phones without the
provider’s OK is against the law. The source of this new regulation? The
Copyright Office at the Library of Congress. Digital copyright falls under
the library’s purview, thanks to the Digital Millennium Copyright Act,
which makes it illegal to break digital locks on copyrighted things. Mitch
Stoltz of the Electronic Frontier Foundation explains in detail what this
ruling means....
Marketplace, Jan. 28; Electronic Frontier Foundation, Jan. 28
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Tech Talk
A chance encounter with Google glasses

Paul Signorelli writes: “Seeing someone wearing and
using Google’s Project Glass product (Google glasses)
at a neighborhood diner here in San Francisco was not
among the experiences I expected to have over
brunch this morning. There I was, taking in the
familiar faces of the Saturday morning crowd at
Tyger’s, when my eyes froze at the sight of someone
obviously wearing one of the devices. What I noticed was impressive.
There was no visible sign that he was anything other than completely
engaged with his child and the other people present at that table.”...
Building Creative Bridges, Jan. 19; YouTube, Apr. 4, 2012

Technology helps in logistics, not learning

With PowerPoint presentations, YouTube videos, and online portals,
technology is playing an increasingly important role in college
classrooms and lecture halls. But are those technologies improving
learning? A study (PDF file) published in January in the journal Science,
Technology, and Human Values found that professors at researchintensive universities believe the answer to that question is no. It
suggests that professors often use such technologies for logistical
purposes rather than to improve learning....
Chronicle of Higher Education: The Wired Campus, Jan. 28; Science, Technology, and
Human Values 38, no. 1 (January 2013): 126–149

Google Hangouts for newbies

P. F. Anderson writes: “I use Google+
Hangouts a lot. Most of my regular
meetings around campus have adopted
them, except for those in the library
system. I’m excited about the idea of
using Hangouts on Air (HOA) to teach
some of my library classes, because this
would automatically create an archive of the class in YouTube for folks
who couldn’t come. I’ve collected some information here to try to help
you get over the initial hurdle, and will add some personal tips at the
end.”...
Emerging Technologies Librarian, Jan. 30; YouTube, Jan. 30
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Why librarians need to know
about responsive web design

Ellyssa Kroski writes: “Responsive Web Design
is, in a nutshell, all about designing your
website so that it can be optimally viewed on
a wide range of devices such as tablets,
smartphones, or laptops. The idea is to design and maintain one
website that can be viewed on all. Responsive Web Design revolves
around three core features: media queries, a fluid grid, and flexible
images.”...
iLibrarian, Jan. 23

Vine: Twitter’s new video-sharing app

Jenna Wortham writes: “Vine, a new video
application for the iPhone introduced by Twitter on
January 24, lets users create and share miniature
videos that are six seconds long and set to loop automatically, similar
to an animated GIF. The app is brilliantly simple: Users just aim their
cameras at what they want to capture, tap the screen once to start
filming, and tap it once more to stop. They can film a single shot for
the maximum time allotted or quickly cut together a series of scenes
using the tap-to-edit feature.” Here are some examples....
New York Times: Bits, Jan. 25; Twitter Blog, Jan. 24

Why you can’t get infected by
opening an email

Chris Hoffman writes: “Email viruses are
real, but computers aren’t infected just by
opening emails anymore. Just opening an
email to view it is safe, although
attachments can still be dangerous to open.
Emails are essentially text or HTML
documents (web pages). Just like opening a text file or web page in
your browser should be safe, opening an email message should also be
safe. However, some emails may try to infect you after you open
them.”...
How-To Geek, Jan. 30

10 things about Office 365

Jill Duffy writes: “With the final release of
Microsoft Office 365 (Home Premium), Microsoft
has taken bold steps to change its game. The latest office suite is
radically different from previous versions of Microsoft Office, from how
it’s distributed to what’s included to how it’s priced. The good news is
most of the changes are extremely positive. Here are 10 of the most
important facts about the new Microsoft Office 365.”...
PC Magazine, Jan. 30

Top 8 free online file storage sites

Devon Glenn writes: “If your desktop screen looks like the bottom of
your trashcan, maybe it’s time to take your files to the cloud. Just in
time for 2013, here is our new list of the best free online file storage
sites. More than just external hard drives, many of these sites are
collaboration platforms that you can use to share documents with
friends. If you still need extra storage space, these companies will be
more than happy to sell it to you.”...
SocialTimes, Jan. 25

How to buy the right headphones

Jamie Lendino writes: “For music lovers, headphones
are becoming more and more important. Though
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headphones, earbuds, and earphones are generally
viewed as the least essential link in the musical chain,
in reality your headphones are the most important link
in that chain. A quality pair has a larger impact than
the player itself on how your tunes will sound. Also, if
well cared for, they will long outlive your planned-to-beobsolete tablet, phone, or MP3 player. Let’s take a look at how to find
better alternatives to those lousy stock-issue earbuds.”...
PC Magazine, Jan. 23

10 tools for creating infographics

Saikat Basu writes: “Wikipedia captures the history
of this visual science (or art) and tells us that infographics are by no
means an invention of the digital culture. Infographics offer us a tool to
cut through the noise and into the meat. Patterns, trends, and
relationships become a bit more understandable. Angela’s 10 Awesome
Free Tools to Make Infographics gives you the gist of what infographics
mean when it comes to information design. Here are 10 of the simpler
tools that help you design some.”...
MakeUseOf, Jan. 29; Oct. 8, 2010

Go back to the Top

E-Content
ALA releases ebook content
scorecard

To help libraries identify essential ebook
licensing terms, ALA has released “Ebook Business Models: A Scorecard
for Public Libraries” (PDF file), a report that examines specific variables
often seen in library ebook license contracts. The report, which was
created by the ALA Digital Content and Libraries Working Group, can be
used by librarians to weigh ebook contract variables most important to
their libraries. The report assesses 15 ebook contract variables of
importance to libraries....
ALA Office for Information Technology Policy, Jan. 25

Macmillan enters the library ebook market

Big-six publisher Macmillan, which has kept its ebooks
out of libraries until now, is launching a pilot lending
program, the company announced January 24. The pilot
is limited to 1,200 titles from the Minotaur Books
mystery and crime fiction imprint. Libraries will be able
to lend out the ebooks for two years or 52 times,
whichever comes first, before having to buy a new copy.
The ebooks will be available through OverDrive, 3M Cloud
Library, and Baker & Taylor’s Axis 360. ALA President Maureen Sullivan
on January 25 released a statement welcoming the announcement....
paidContent, Jan. 24; ALA Office for Information Technology Policy, Jan. 24

Connecticut introduces bill to lower ebook prices to
libraries

A bill (H.B. 5614) has been introduced into the Connecticut General
Assembly that would mandate publishers sell ebooks to libraries “at the
same rates as offered to the general public.” The bill was proposed at
the urging of the Connecticut Library Association. Andy Woodworth has
some observations about this....
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Digital Book World, Jan. 27; Agnostic, Maybe, Jan. 24

Women through time

At a customer lunch at the ALA Midwinter
Meeting on Saturday, electronic publisher
ProQuest offered some insight into the wealth
of primary source materials in the company’s
digital History Vault resource. ProQuest
Manager of Customer Service and Training
Andrea Sevetson detailed several modules in
the History Vault that can be used in women’s studies—some of it from
not-so-obvious sources. ProQuest will be offering free trials of the
resource in February during Black History Month....
AL: Inside Scoop, Jan. 27

National Diet Library to offer
ebooks

Japan’s largest library will begin offering
online access to selected books on
February 1, starting with 13 works that
include some of the country’s most
famous epics and folk tales and a novel
written by one of its most acclaimed novelists. The National Diet Library
is trying out its new online delivery system, which was requested by
the Agency for Cultural Affairs. It will be the first time that the library
has scanned its books and allowed private companies to turn them into
ebooks for delivery to readers....
Asahi Shimbun, Jan. 29
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Books & Reading
Face-to-face with Midwinter
authors

Phil Morehart writes: “The ALA Midwinter
Exhibit Hall was packed, as usual. Hundreds of
attendees wound through the aisles, stopping
at vendor booths to peruse or buy books (and
snag free ARCs), sample the latest in library
technologies, or sign up for one of many prize
drawings held throughout the weekend. Nestled amongst the perfect
chaos sat bestselling authors, who added to the excitement by coming
to meet their fans and sign copies of their latest books. American
Libraries caught up with several.” See more authors here....
AL Focus, Jan. 26–27

Getting a buzz from Book Buzz Theater

Megan McFarlane writes: “A simple fact about me: I can be a little set
in my ways about what type of books I like to read. My mom has
always told me I was a book snob. It’s not snobbery. I just know what
I like. So let’s just say I was more than a little surprised when I
attended my first Book Buzz Theater session at Midwinter, and every
title sounded brilliant. Even romances—and I don’t do romance!”...
AL: Inside Scoop, Jan. 27

Where are they now? The Printz winners

Kate McNair writes: “The ALA Youth Media Awards always make me
think about past Printz winners and where they are now. So today we
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look back at past Printz Award–winning authors and see what they
have been up to since the auspicious day they won the award.”...
YALSA The Hub, Jan. 30

Fahrenheit 451 Cover Design Contest
winner

Matthew Owen has won the Fahrenheit 451 cover design
contest from Simon & Schuster and the ALA Office for
Intellectual Freedom. The winning cover was revealed at
the Midwinter Meeting in Seattle. Owen, who hails from
Little Rock, Arkansas, created a cover that beat out
more than 360 submissions. The contest was held in
celebration of the upcoming 60th anniversary of Ray
Bradbury’s novel. The public was invited to design a
new cover, which will be featured on the first printing of the 60th
anniversary edition....
GalleyCat, Jan. 29

Songs about books and reading

Liberty Hardy writes: “What’s the best
thing in the world? Reading books. And
the second-best thing? All things
pertaining to books. Here’s an eclectic
playlist of songs about our spiny little
friends to brighten up your ears.” For example, “Wrapped Up in Books”
by Belle and Sebastian (3:43, right)....
Book Riot, Jan. 25

Aurora University starts Virtual Book Club

The Phillips Library staff is passionate about reading and knows many
Aurora (Ill.) University students are, too. To encourage dialogue among
students, the librarians launched a Virtual Book Club through Facebook
on January 15. Unlike traditional book clubs, this one does not have a
specified meeting place and time. Participants simply answer questions
about books they have read or about reading in general. Phillips
librarians are currently posting one question per day for the first
month....
AU Today, Jan. 28

The controversy over “sick-lit”

Dena Little writes: “I’d never heard the term “sick-lit”
until recently, when I came across a Daily Mail article
delivering the news that there is a rise of ‘exploitative’
modern YA fiction in our midst. Allegedly, sick-lit is the
rising subgenre of realistic fiction that—at its worst—
aims to glorify death, suicide, and cutting; at its best it
encourages vanity and shallowness. ‘Which books are
these?’ you ask.”...
YALSA The Hub, Jan. 24

Spotlight on the 19th century

Jennifer Rummel writes: “Entertainment Weekly recently
had a timeline labeled ‘The 19th Century Is Having a
Moment.’ The 19th century has been heating up in teen
books as well. It’s a century of big moments: Jane
Austen, the Industrial Revolution, women’s rights, the
Civil War, Western exploration, the Napoleonic Wars.
Here are some of my favorites.”...
YALSA The Hub, Jan. 29
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Tips & Ideas
Are you prepared for Digital
Learning Day?

On February 6, schools, teachers, librarians,
and national organizations will celebrate Digital
Learning Day 2013, a day to celebrate
educators and librarians who create inspirational
learning opportunities for young people by
effectively integrating technology use and practices in and out of the
classroom. ALA is asking librarians across the country to help spread
the word. Here are some ways you can participate....
District Dispatch, Jan. 30

Wikipedia and bibliography

Karen Coyle writes: “Wikipedia is a great place to start when you are
delving into a new topic, but I would like for at least some Wikipedia
pages to serve as a beginning bibliography. I got to do a small
experiment in this area at a local Wikipedia edit-a-thon. The
bibliography format is, well, like so many Wikipedia structures,
something less than friendly. But I discovered something that I
probably should have known.”...
Coyle’s InFormation, Jan. 28

Reading, talking, and learning in a prison
library

Loesja Vigour writes: “A prison library is a strange
space. It is trapped in a bubble, capable of inspiring
inspiration as quickly as frustration. Sometimes a
prisoner’s sense of time is warped. What seems to them
like a month waiting for a book they ordered has only
been a few days. Every prison librarian dreads the
antagonistic desk-fist-slam attached to the sentence,
‘I’ve been waiting for my book for ages now—can you
hurry it up for me, please?’ and the wearisome response, ‘Mr. —, you
actually only ordered that book on Monday. It’s Wednesday. Please
come back in at least a week.’”...
The Library As Incubator Project, Jan. 30

Musings on libraries and numbers

Walt Crawford writes: “There’s no shortage of library data, and there’s
no shortage of people with both technical skills and library values to
massage that data. What there may be a shortage of is librarians ready
to use that data and decide what data they actually need or can use.
NCES and IMLS provide impressive, readily operable sources of raw
data. But it’s probably not the data you need.”...
Walt at Random, Jan. 29

10 online privacy tips for librarians

Ellyssa Kroski writes: “It’s the new year and I’m determined to start it
off right by becoming more savvy and attentive to my online security.
Last year my email was hijacked and my Walmart account was hacked
by someone who bought a $700 tablet device using my stored credit
card. Although I consider myself pretty vigilant about privacy, I’ve
found that there’s much to be learned about protecting myself and my
data online. I’ve been doing research on this topic; hopefully you’ll find
these tips helpful.”...
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iLibrarian, Jan. 29

Page to Stage: Bringing
literature to life

This short documentary (13:12) tells the
story of the Page to Stage series at the
Princeton (N.J.) Public Library, an arts and
humanities initiative that produces staged
readings of plays adapted from or inspired
by literature. Page to Stage was developed by librarian Janie Hermann
and theatre artist Brandon Monokian in the spring of 2011 as a means
to promote reading in a fun and physical way. Since its inception, the
library has staged eight productions with plans in the works for the
series to continue in 2013....
Vimeo, Jan. 15

Congressional voting records: A beginner’s guide

Barbara Bevis writes: “I turn to a subject that is of recurring interest
to our patrons—how to find congressional voting records (also called
roll call information). This topic presents more challenges than may be
readily apparent, because researchers must not only determine what
resources cover the period of time in which the laws at issue were
passed, but also whether that resource is available in a paper-based or
freely available digital format.”...
In Custodia Legis, Jan. 29

16 great library scenes on film

Jeff O’Neal writes: “When news broke last
week that Dan Brown’s new novel will
center on some sort of mystery
surrounding Dante’s Inferno, I
immediately began hoping that there is a
nutty, fun scene of Robert Langdon racing
around a library just like he raced around the Louvre in The Da Vinci
Code. Hollywood loves a library. Some combination of ambiance,
seclusion, hidden knowledge, and the sheer beauty of shelves upon
shelves of books make libraries a fantastic film setting. Here are my 16
favorites.”...
Book Riot, Jan. 23
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