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American Libraries Online
Copyright for librarians and
teachers, in a nutshell

Carrie Russell writes: “You may have
wondered whether you hold the copyright to
work you’ve put many hours into creating on
the job. Who holds the copyright to works
created by teachers or librarians? Short
answer: In general, when employees create works as a condition of
employment, the copyright holder is the employer.”...
American Libraries feature

Library giant Russell Shank dies

Russell Shank (right), 86, professor emeritus at the
University of California, Los Angeles’s Graduate School
of Education and Information Studies, 1977–1988
university librarian at UCLA, and a renowned leader
who made his mark in academic, special, and public
librarianship as well as in intellectual freedom and
international librarianship, died June 26 of
complications from a fall at his home. At Annual
Conference in Anaheim, Shank (who was ALA President in 1978–1979)
was among the library leaders acknowledged at the June 21 Library
Champions and Past Presidents Reception....
AL: Inside Scoop, July 2

Toronto library hosts a comics festival

Robin Brenner writes: “The Toronto Comic Arts
Festival may not have the name recognition of
multimedia geek extravaganzas like San Diego ComicCon International, but to devoted attendees, TCAF
has become the must-attend comics event of the
year. With the Toronto Reference Library as its main
venue, more than 18,000 attendees passed through
the library’s doors May 5–6 to mingle with more than
300 creators.”...
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Information
Literacy: Beyond
Library 2.0 asks and
answers the big
questions facing those
who teach information
literacy: Where have
we come from, where
are we now, and
where are we going?
Editors Peter Godwin
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American Libraries news, July 3

Dispatches from the Field: Apple
product news

Jason Griffey writes: “In March, Apple
announced the latest product in the evolution
of what it calls the post-PC computing world,
and called it simply ‘the new iPad.’ While
almost exactly the same shape, the new iPad
is heavier because of a battery with a far larger capacity. The extra
capacity was needed because of two key differences that distinguish it
from previous versions: a Retina Display and LTE.”...

and Jo Parker divide
their book into three
distinct sections:
trends, impacts, and
case studies. NEW!
From ALA NealSchuman.

American Libraries column, May/June

Haiti rises from the rubble

Leonard Kniffel writes: “More than two years after
the earthquake that struck Haiti on January 12,
2010, vast numbers of Haitians are still struggling
just to return to something resembling normal
life. While Haiti Library Relief dollars are making
a difference, the need is so vast that ALA has to
focus this effort on specific sustainable projects
that will advance the nation’s recovery from one of the largest natural
disasters on record.”...

Great Libraries
of the World

American Libraries feature

Go back to the Top

ALA News
Rethinking ALA

ALA President Maureen Sullivan writes: “A year ago,
then–ALA President Molly Raphael called for ‘all of us to
work together and build a better future for all library
communities.’ As president-elect I took these words to
heart and made the commitment to continue that work
during my term. Our strategic plan, ALA 2015 (PDF
file), is an excellent framework to engage all of us in
fulfilling the overarching goal to build ‘a world where
libraries, both physical and virtual, are central to lifelong discovery
and learning and where everyone is a library user.’”...
Amercian Libraries column, July 5

Camila Alire nominated for
administration post

On June 28, President Barack Obama announced his
intent to nominate Camila A. Alire, ALA president in
2009–2010, as a member of the National Council on
the Humanities, a key administration post. The
council, a board of 26 distinguished private citizens
appointed by the president and confirmed by the US
Senate, advises the chairman of the National Endowment for the
Humanities....

Castilla–La Mancha
Regional Library,
Toledo, Spain. The
library’s BorbónLorenzana collection
has its origins in the
library established for
the city in 1773 by
Cardinal Francisco
Antonio de Lorenzana
that incorporates the
works of the writers of
the Church of Toledo.
This collection was
enriched in 1794 with
the books of the
future Cardinal Luis
María de Borbón y
Vallabriga.

Public Information Office, July 3

ALA resolution on school librarians and educational
success
Here is the text of the resolution on “School Libraries and Librarians
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El Escorial Library,
Madrid, Spain. The
library’s holdings
include the personal
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Are Critical to Educational Success” that was adopted by ALA Council
at the Annual Conference in Anaheim on June 25....
AASL Blog, July 3

Member POV: Engagement from the bottom up

Chris Kyauk writes: “I’m a governance nerd. If I’m going to belong to
something, I have to understand how it ticks. That is why I have
made a concerted effort to attend the sessions of ALA Council and
ALA Executive Board, the two bodies that govern ALA. As I
understand it, Council sets policy and Executive Board implements
said policy. Sounds a little bit boring, right? Wrong! Both are actually
really interesting.”...
ALA Membership Blog, July 2

Submit suggestions for Programming
Librarian calendar

ProgrammingLibrarian.org, a resource website of the
ALA Public Programs Office, invites programming
librarians from public, academic, school, and special
libraries of all sizes to submit proposals for articles
and webinars to be included in the 2013 editorial
calendar. Proposals will be reviewed on an ongoing
basis through September 14. Visit the website for
more information or to submit a proposal....
Public Programs Office, July 2

You need your state library association

Don Wood writes: “Add your voice to library advocacy within your
state by joining your state library association—also known as an ALA
chapter. Once you become a member, you will begin contributing to
your state library association’s efforts to advocate for and support
libraries, librarians, and library workers within your state.”...
ALA Membership Blog, July 3

Booklist to interview authors at ALA
Virtual Conference

Booklist editors Brad Hooper and Donna Seaman will
host 30-minute author lunches July 18–19 during the
ALA Virtual Conference. Katherine Boo, a Pulitzer Prizewinning journalist whose latest book is Behind the
Beautiful Forevers: Life, Death, and Hope in a Mumbai
Undercity (right), will speak with Hooper July 18.
Recording artist Christian Kiefer, whose first novel is
titled The Infinite Tides, will discuss his work with Seaman July 19.
Registration is still open....
Conference Services, July 3

ALA vs. comics conventions

While Derek Kirk Kim was at the 2012 ALA
Annual Conference in Anaheim, he went
through the Artists Alley with a video camera
asking creators who were exhibiting what
they think of ALA versus comic conventions.
Several artists (including Dave Roman, Raina Telegemeier, Gene Luen
Yang and Cecil Castelucci) said ALA attendees are engaged in the
subject matter and interested in learning about something new, while
comic-con attendees tend to be looking for more of the same familiar
comics. Watch the video (10:36)....
Robot 6, June 30
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collection of King Philip
II, who built the
palace in 1563–1584
as part royal residence
and part monastery. It
is located in a great
hall 54 meters in
length, with marble
floors and beautifully
carved wooden shelves
crafted by architect
Juan de Herrera. The
16th-century ceiling
frescoes depicting the
seven liberal arts are
by Pellegrino Tibaldi.
The 13th-century song
collection Cantigas de
Santa María, St.
Teresa of Ávila’s
manuscripts and diary,
a richly illuminated
gospel book of
Emperor Conrad II
from 1039, and an
11th-century
Commentary on the
Apocalypse by St.
Beatus of Liébana are
just a few of its
manuscript holdings.
This AL Direct feature
showcases 250 libraries
around the world that are
notable for their exquisite
architecture, historic
collections, and innovative
services. If you find yourself
on vacation near one of
them, be sure to stop by for
a visit. The entire list will be
available in The Whole
Library Handbook 5, edited
by George M. Eberhart, which
is scheduled for publication in
2013 by ALA Editions. There
is also a Great Libraries of
the World Pinterest board.
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Records management for museums and
galleries

Records Management for Museums and Galleries: An
Introduction, published by Chandos Publishing and
available through Neal-Schuman Publishers, offers a
comprehensive overview of records management work
within the heritage sector. Authors Charlotte Brunskill
and Sarah R. Demb draw on more than a decade of
experience in applying fundamental principles and
practices to the specific circumstances of museums,
introducing readers to the institutional culture, functions, and records
common to museums....
ALA Neal-Schuman, July 2

Managing intellectual capital in libraries

Managing Intellectual Capital in Libraries: Beyond the
Balance Sheet, by Petros Kostagiolas, presents
information professionals with the knowledge they
need to understand the potential uses, contributions,
value, structure and creation of broadly intangible
intellectual capital in libraries. Kostagiolas discusses
the significance of managing intellectual capital as a
source of innovation in the face of the global economic
crisis, outlining practical methods and techniques that can be applied
to real-life library situations....
ALA Neal-Schuman, July 3

Go back to the Top

Career Leads
from

E-Science Librarian,
Clemson University,
Clemson, South
Carolina. Clemson
University Library seeks
an innovative and
motivated professional
to work with a team of
vibrant library faculty
to envision and
implement the library’s
E-Science initiatives
and serve as faculty
liaison for the new
institutional repository.
Reporting to the head
of the Reference Unit,
the E-Science librarian
will provide research
assistance, instruction,
collection management,
and outreach services
for students, faculty,
and staff in the physical
and biological
sciences....

Featured review: Adult media

Black, Dustin Lance. 8. Apr. 2012. 2hr. LA
Theatre Works, CD (978-1-58081-889-6).
In November 2008, California voters
enacted Proposition 8: “Only marriage
between a man and a woman is valid or
recognized in California.” In 2010 the
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@

More jobs...
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American Foundation for Equal Rights
(AFER) filed a case in the US District Court
to overturn this amendment, which eliminated the rights of
same-sex couples to marry in California. This outstanding
audio of a play written by Black and directed by Rob Reiner,
based on the closing arguments of the AFER case, was
performed in Los Angeles in March 2012. Clooney and Martin
Sheen play high-powered attorneys David Boles and Theodore
B. Olson, respectively, and Brad Pitt is Chief Judge Vaughn
Walker. But that’s just the tip of the acting iceberg, with other
roles read by Jamie Lee Curtis, Christine Lahti, John C. Reilly,
Jane Lynch, Jesse Tyler Ferguson, and more. Yes, the cast is
star-studded, but what also makes the audio so memorable is
how Black’s play gets to the heart of the case....

Digital Library
of the Week

He listens: Pipes to kill for

David Wright writes: “Part of my job
as a librarian is reading stories aloud,
though unlike my colleagues, I read them to grown-ups, and
the stories often involve murder, extramarital affairs, and the
occasional cannibal feast. From having read aloud myself, I’m
very aware of just how skilled professional audiobook narrators
truly are. Here are some of my favorite male audiobook
readers whose pipes and talent I would kill to have.”...

She listens: Sound check

Kaite Mediatore Stover writes:
“Women hear voices every day—
usually in the form of harried family members, demanding
coworkers, or chatty friends. They compete with the internal
voices that sound like our own: the one that second-guesses
all decisions, questions our fashion sense, and sounds like
mom and her unsolicited (but probably accurate) advice. When
it’s time to make the lambs stop nagging, put narrators in
your ear. They’ll whine, inspire, comfort, and advise, but
unlike real life, these voices come with an off button to make
them shut up.”...

@

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
Go back to the Top

Division News
What to do when teens talk sex in the library

Teens often bring their questions about sex—or questions “from a
friend”—to trusted staff at the library. But discussing sexuality with
teens can be a difficult minefield to navigate. Library staff can find
guidance on negotiating this tricky subject by joining mk Eagle for
“Beyond the Birds and the Bees: Talking Sex and Sexuality with
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The Folger Bindings
Image Collection
provides access to
high-resolution images
and descriptions of
bindings from the rare
book and manuscript
collections of the
Folger Shakespeare
Library in Washington,
D.C. Bindings are
chosen from the
collection for
photography and
description not only
because of their
decorative tooled
elements but also for
their physical features
as functional objects
and cultural artifacts.
Recording information
about binding
structure and
decoration can reveal
items where the same
or similar tools may
have been used at
different times by
different binders or
binding workshops.
Users can show
multiple images sideby-side, zoom in and
out, view cataloging
information when
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Teens,” YALSA’s July 19 webinar at 2 p.m. Eastern time. Registration
is now open....
YALSA, June 26

2012 Best of the Best Reading Challenge
The 2012 Best of the Best Reading Challenge is
officially over. In total, 26 people finished the
challenge by reading at least 25 titles. The grand prize
winner is Robin A., who read nine Great Graphic
novels, two Amazing Audiobooks, two Morris Award
winners/honor books, three Popular Paperbacks, two
Excellence in Nonfiction Honor titles, three Alex Award
winners, two Quick Picks, and two Best Fiction for
Young Adult titles....
YALSA The Hub, July 3

Recruiting the best employees

Library managers, directors, and deans may feel overwhelmed by
choices in today’s economy when a single job posting attracts
hundreds of applicants. But how can you ensure that you will find the
best person for the job? On July 11, LLAMA will present “Finding the
Best People in a Tough Economy: Strategies for Successfully
Recruiting Employees.” This webinar will outline in detail how to
develop an effective recruitment strategy that goes beyond shuffling
through stacks of applications. Registration is now open....
LLAMA, June 26

Use screencasting to educate patrons

On July 18, PLA will host a live, hour-long webinar, “Screentastic!
Using Screencasting as a Reference and Customer Service Tool,”
designed to help libraries take patron instruction to a new level.
Screencasts are excellent tools for library staff to demonstrate
software, teach computer skills, and visually share step-by-step
navigation of websites and databases. Registration is now open....
PLA, July 2

How to kick start National Friends of Libraries Week
ALTAFF will host “Kick Start Your National Friends of Libraries Week
Celebration” on July 24. This free webinar will give libraries and
Friends ideas and materials so that they can promote the 7th annual
National Friends of Libraries Week, October 21–27, in their libraries
and community. Registration is required....
ALTAFF, July 3

Go back to the Top

Awards & Grants

available, export
thumbnails, and
construct permanent
URLs linking back to
their favorite items or
searches.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site, Check out
our Featured Digital
Libraries Pinterest board.

Noted and
Quoted
“Physical libraries
need to model
themselves on
museums, galleries,
and important
cultural and
historical institutions
—a place to see real
and beautiful books.
Look how popular
the British Library
has become. There
will always be a
market for nostalgia.
The history of
libraries will be back
on the curriculum; it
will take the place of
Second Life.”
—David Nicholas, director,
CIBER Research Ltd.,
"Disintermediated, Decoupled,
and Down," CILIP Update,
April.

@

More quotes...

Nominations open for 2012 I Love
My Librarian awards

Library users can now nominate a librarian for
the 2012 Carnegie Corporation of New York /
New York Times I Love My Librarian Award,
which invites library users to recognize the
accomplishments of librarians in public,
school, college, community college, and
university libraries for their efforts to improve the lives of people in
their communities. Up to 10 librarians will each receive $5,000, a
plaque, and a $500 travel stipend to attend an award ceremony and
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How to Pay for College:
Filling Out a FAFSA
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reception in December in New York City....
Public Information Office, July 2

PLA receives IMLS grant

PLA, in partnership with the International City/County Management
Association, has been awarded a collaborative planning grant from the
Institute of Museum and Library Services to facilitate the development
of a replicable leadership training model that assists public library
administrators, senior managers, and staff who want to increase their
capacity to lead not only within the library, but also in the
community. The PLA Leadership Task Force, chaired by Carolyn
Anthony, will take the lead on designing a training model....
PLA, June 26

ULC recognizes top innovators of 2012

The Urban Libraries Council announced its 2012 Top
Innovators during the ULC Annual Forum, June 21–
22, in Newport Beach, California. The 10 winners
were selected by a panel of expert judges from
nearly 200 applications in the third annual ULC
Innovations Initiative. Sacramento (Calif.) Public
Library won in the civic and community engagement
category for its I Street Press writing and publishing
center....

Tyler Clementi's Tragic
Story Focuses Attention on
LGBT Suicides and Civility in
Electronic Communications
'Photo Finish'--The
Memorable Sports
Photography of Neil Leifer
The Nature of Prejudice
Mark Rothko--The Mural
Project
Laura Harrington: 'It fed my
entire reading life'

Join Us on Facebook
Subscribe to our
Newsletter

Urban Libraries Council, June 22

School library wins Australian
architecture award

A private school library where the walls double
as whiteboards and the stairwell is used as a
lecture space has won the celebrated Sir John
Sulman Medal for public architecture presented
by the Royal Australian Institute of Architects
(New South Wales Chapter). The Mabel Fidler
Building at Ravenswood School for Girls in Sydney was presented with
the top honor June 28. The upper-level library, designed to float atop
a brick base, is clad in a polycarbonate material that permits its
internal walls to be finished in translucent white glass that can be
written on....
Sydney (N.S.W.) Morning Herald, June 29

2012 Desmond Elliott Prize

Calendar
Aug. 1–3:

Pacific Northwest
Library Association,
Annual Conference,
Sheraton Anchorage,
Alaska. “Into the Wild:
Surviving and Thriving
in Uncertain Times.”

Grace McCleen, author of The Land of Decoration, has
been named winner of the Desmond Elliott Prize for
new fiction. The story is narrated by 10-year-old
Judith McPherson, a member of the Christian
Brotherhood of the Last Days. After being bullied at
school and shunned by the community, she finds
solace in a model world she makes in her bedroom,
inspired by the Old Testament’s Promised Land. The
£10,000 ($15,690 US) prize honors the best debut
novel written in English and published in the UK....

Aug. 8–9:

2012 Caine Prize for African Writing

Aug. 8–10:

BBC News, June 29

Nigerian author Rotimi Babatunde has won the 13th Caine Prize for
African Writing for his short story, “Bombay’s Republic” (PDF file). He
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GALILEO Knowledge
Repository,
Cooperative Curation
Symposium and
Workshop, Clough
Undergraduate
Learning Commons,
Georgia Institute of
Technology, Atlanta.

IEEE International
Conference on
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was awarded £10,000 ($15,690 US) at a July 2 dinner at the Bodleian
Library in Oxford. Chair of Judges Bernardine Evaristo described it as
“the story of a Nigerian soldier fighting in the Burma campaign of
World War II.”...
The Bookseller, July 3

Go back to the Top

Libraries in the News
Louisiana eliminates state library funding

The budget signed by Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal on June 15
eliminates $896,000 in state aid to libraries. Jindal excluded the
funds, used for technology and collections, when he presented his
proposed spending plan, and legislators failed to find funding for
libraries during the regular session. Commissioner of Administration
Paul Rainwater said, “Operations such as local libraries can be
supported with local, not state dollars.”...
Library Journal, June 28; Baton Rouge (La.) Advocate, June 13

Abandoned atlas finds its way home
(PDF file)

In 1958, during a renovation of Gettysburg (Pa.)
College’s Breidenbaugh Hall, a sophomore and selfdescribed book lover spied a treasure in the
construction debris. It was an atlas containing maps
of America from the late 18th to early 19th
centuries. Lee A. Dallas (on left) said, “I retrieved it
and after closer examination took it to the college
library. I was, however, greeted by a librarian who informed me, ‘We
don’t have room for old books in the library. Take it back to where
you found it.’” Thankfully, Dallas didn’t follow that brusque advice....
Friends of Musselman Library newsletter 12, no. 2 (Fall 2011): 12

Waldseemüller map
rediscovered

Reseachers at the Munich University
Library announced July 3 they had
discovered a long-forgotten version of a
map of the world by German
cartographer Martin Waldseemüller
(1470–1522). Library Director Klaus-Rainer Brintzinger said that two
researchers had discovered that the valuable, 500-year-old map had
been erroneously bundled together a few hundred years ago with
volumes on geometry. The map is a smaller global map created by
Waldseemüller, who became famous for a much larger world map that
was the first to refer to he New World as “America.”...
Der Spiegel, July 3

Harvard won’t cut library staff

Despite initiatives to centralize its workforce, the Harvard Library
System will not be significantly reducing its approximately 930-person
staff, according to an emailed announcement from Harvard University
Library Executive Director Helen Shenton and Senior Associate Provost
Mary Lee Kennedy. New elements of the library organization will be
announced soon, and support services staff members are to be
contacted with information about changes to their occupation....
Harvard Crimson, June 30
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Information Reuse
and Integration, Las
Vegas, Nevada.

Aug. 12–16:

Association for
Computing
Machinery, Special
Interest Group on
Information Retrieval,
Conference, Marriott
Downtown Waterfront
Hotel, Portland,
Oregon.

Aug. 15–17:

Document Academy
2012, North Campus
Building, Room 117,
Faculty of Information
and Media Studies,
University of Western
Ontario, London.

Aug. 23–26:

International Board
on Books for Young
People, 33rd
International Congress,
Imperial College,
London, United
Kingdom. “Crossing
Boundaries:
Translations and
Migrations.”

Sept. 1–30:

Library Card Signup
Month.

Sept. 7:

Ohio Library Council,
Expo, Lausche Building,
Ohio Expo Center,
Columbus.

Sept. 19–23:

Joint Conference of
Librarians of Color,
Crown Center, Kansas
City, Missouri.
“Gathering at the
Waters: Celebrating
Stories, Embracing
Communities.”

Sept. 30–
Oct. 6:

Banned Books Week.
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Baltimore-area residents use
libraries during power outage

Oct. 4–6:

Baltimore Sun, July 2; Catonsville (Md.) Patch, July 2

Oct. 10–12:

Sitting on the floor of Catonsville (Md.) Library
with an iPad, laptop, and cellphone charging
around her, Angie Howard summed up the
feelings of many who went without power since a
violent storm hit June 29. Dozens of the more
than 220,000 Baltimore Gas and Electric
customers who were without power July 2 visited the library on
Frederick Road to cool off in the air conditioning and charge their
electronic devices....

Toronto gives GLBTQ speed dating a
reboot

Speed dating has been given a bookish twist, thanks to
the Toronto Public Library’s debut GLBTQ Literary Speed
Dating night, which took place July 4 at the TPL’s
Bloor/Gladstone branch. Organized by librarian Raymond
Lam to coincide with the end of Toronto’s Pride Week,
the event gave participants a chance to discuss a favorite book, CD,
or DVD with like-minded people....
Quill and Quire: Quillblog, July 3

Where Walmart failed, a library
succeeds

McAllen, Texas, was once home to a Walmart
—but no longer. When the discount
superstore closed its doors, it left behind a
vast empty building. The community took
advantage of the space and converted the
warehouse-like building into a public library. The new McAllen Public
Library opened in December 2011; after it had been open for just a
month, new-user registration increased by 23%. Take a video tour
(4:22)....
Los Angeles Times: Jacket Copy, July 3; AL Focus, Mar. 14; YouTube, Feb. 15

Story of Michelle Obama’s ancestor researched at
Birmingham Public Library

In October 2009, New York Times correspondent Rachel L. Swarns
wrote a story about first lady Michelle Obama’s multiracial family
roots. That led to her writing American Tapestry: The Story of the
Black, White, and Multiracial Ancestors of Michelle Obama. Part of
Swarns’s research was done at Birmingham (Ala.) Public Library,
where she hoped to find out more about the life of Dolphus Shields,
Obama’s biracial, maternal great-great-grandfather, who was born a
slave in Georgia and moved to Birmingham in the late 1880s....
Birmingham (Ala.) News, July 3

Landau sentenced to seven
years for thefts

Disgraced collector Barry H. Landau was
sentenced June 27 to seven years in federal
prison for stealing thousands of historic
documents worth as much as $2.5 million
from archives along the East Coast,
including one in Baltimore, where the scheme unraveled last summer.
The 64-year-old Manhattan resident, who for years fooled celebrities
and political players into believing he had significant ties to the White
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North Carolina
School Library Media
Association, Annual
Conference, Benton
Convention Center,
Winston-Salem.
“School Libraries @ the
Core.”

West Virginia Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Stonewall
Jackson Resort,
Roanoke, West
Virginia. “Theme.”

Oct. 15–16:

Back in Circulation
Again, Conference,
Room 325/326, Pyle
Center, 702 Langdon
Street, Madison,
Wisconsin. Sponsored
by the University of
Wisconsin–Madison
SLIS.

Oct. 18–19:

National Information
Standards
Organization, Forum,
Metro Meeting Centers,
101 Federal Street, 4th
Floor, Boston. “The
Ebook Renaissance
Part II: Challenges and
Opportunities.”

Oct. 26:

Brick and Click: An
Academic Library
Symposium, B. D.
Owens Library,
Northwest Missouri
State University,
Maryville.

@

More...

Contact Us

American Libraries
Direct
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House, was also ordered to pay $46,525 in restitution and to stay
away from all archives and libraries after he is released....
Baltimore Sun, June 27

Monitors stolen from DCPL branch

The District of Columbia Public Library’s new
Francis A. Gregory branch, hailed as an
architectural gem and a welcome addition to
the community, was damaged June 26 when
burglars broke in through one of its glass walls
and made off with six computer monitors. Five
burglars apparently used a rock to break one of the large, diamondshaped panels that form part of the library’s outer wall....
Washington Post, July 2

AL Direct is a free electronic
newsletter emailed every
Wednesday to personal
members of the American
Library Association and
subscribers.

George M. Eberhart,
Editor:
geberhart@ala.org

Sonoma County director under fire

Harsh criticism of Sandra Cooper’s (right) management
of the sprawling Sonoma County (Calif.) Library
System is fueling calls for county supervisors to seek
more authority over her position, a move that could
put Cooper’s job in jeopardy. A grand jury report
released June 27 called Cooper an “unresponsive”
leader and claimed she micromanages her staff, edits
minutes of meetings to paint herself in a more
favorable light, and makes arbitrary decisions that have alienated her
from the public and from city and county officials. Critics of Cooper
packed a meeting July 3 to relay their concerns....
Santa Rosa (Calif.) Press Democrat, June 28, July 3

Beverly Goldberg,
Senior Editor:
bgoldberg@ala.org

Sanhita SinhaRoy,
Managing Editor,
American Libraries:
ssinharoy@ala.org

A deadhead’s delight at Santa
Cruz

Deadheads and music aficionados now have
a new resource for all things Grateful Dead
with the launch of an online archive June
29. Former band members Bob Weir and
Mickey Hart announced in 2008 that the
band would donate its archives to the
University of California at Santa Cruz. The Grateful Dead Archive
Online features thousands of images and materials, including a
timeline marking milestones in the band’s 30-year career. Papers, art,
and artifacts also went on display in an exhibit at the school’s
McHenry Library....

Laurie D. Borman,
Editor and Publisher,
American Libraries:
lborman@ala.org
Jennifer Henderson,
Contributing Researcher
To advertise in American
Libraries Direct, contact:

Sonoma (Calif.) Patch, July 1; Los Angeles Times, July 1

Arlington offers books for newborns

Babies born at Texas Health Arlington Memorial
Hospital will go home with a library card and a
board book, thanks to the new Books for Babies
program launched jointly by the hospital and the
Arlington (Tex.) Public Library. Mayor Robert
Cluck (right), a former obstetrician, presented
the first Books for Babies Library Card Pack on
June 27 to one of Texas Health Arlington’s most
recent arrivals....
City of Arlington, June 29
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Library groups support lending rights

ALA, ACRL, and the Association of Research Libraries (who all work
collectively as the Library Copyright Alliance) have filed an amicus
curiae brief (PDF file) with the US Supreme Court in support of
petitioner Supap Kirtsaeng in the case Kirtsaeng v. Wiley & Sons. The
LCA believes an adverse decision in this case could affect libraries’
right to lend books and other materials manufactured abroad. The
legal issue at hand is whether the first sale doctrine applies to
textbooks that are assembled outside the United States....
ALA Office for Information Technology Policy, July 3; Inside Higher Ed, July 3

UK authors call for a library in every school

Such award-winning authors as Sarah Waters, David Almond, Philip
Reeve, and Malorie Blackman are calling on the UK government to
make it a legal obligation for every school to have a library. The
campaign, run by the Society of Authors, is asking schools minister
Nick Gibb to make it a statutory requirement for every primary and
secondary school in England and Wales to have a library, on the
grounds that “there are proven links between reading and
attainment.”...
The Guardian (UK), June 27

Go back to the Top

Tech Talk
Google’s Nexus 7

Joshua Topolsky writes: “Google’s Nexus 7
tablet is a stock Google experience with a price
point clearly meant to put a hurt on Amazon’s
Kindle Fire, and sway potential buyers of Apple’s
lower-end iPad 2. Android as a tablet platform
has stumbled thus far. Can Google finally begin
to make an impact in an increasingly crowded
market? For a $200 tablet, the Asus-made Nexus 7 is impressively
built and styled.”...
The Verge, June 29

The next tech step is becoming the
background

Nick Bilton writes: “I have seen the future, and
it is wearable. Wearable technologies like
Google’s glasses, which project information
right where a person is looking, will have the
same effect on smartphones and computers as
the motion picture did on books. The ultimate
form of communication occurs when ‘technology gets out of the way,’
as Google cofounder Sergey Brin (right) said June 27 (11:27) at
Google I/O, the company’s annual developer conference.”...
New York Times: Bits, July 1; YouTube, June 27

Amazon buys 3D mapping startup

Ki Mae Huessner writes: “It looks like Amazon is
building up its presence in the mapping business.
The tech giant closed a deal July 2 to acquire 3D
mapping startup UpNext. For Amazon, which doesn’t have a mapping
service of its own, the acquisition seems to mark a move into new
territory. The UpNext acquisition, which would help Amazon offer
native mapping capabilities, potentially points to a more robust Kindle
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Fire in the future, as well as an Amazon smartphone.”...
GigaOM, July 2

Smartphone specs for dummies

Danny Stieben writes: “If you’ve lived on this planet long enough,
you’ll know that marketing techniques for new phones can’t be trusted
100%, so you’ll have the best results by looking at the phone’s specs
yourself. This article will try to help you figure out what’s the best for
you by showing you what you should be aware of and whether it’s
good enough for your Android or iPhone.”...
MakeUseOf, July 5

The middle way of mobile app design

Jim Hahn writes: “A common misconception is that there are only two
approaches to design of mobile apps: native or web-based. But there
is a middle way. You can design and build a mobile app utilizing
compiled languages as well as HTML, CSS, and Javascript. The hybrid
approach is HTML with native app elements. These rely on using
cross-platform mobile frameworks, like the PhoneGap framework.”...
ACRL Tech Connect, July 5

Tiny camera rivals the pros

David Pogue writes: “The new Sony Cyber-shot
DSC-RX100 is a tiny, pants-pocketable camera
that will be available in late July for the nosebleed
price of $650. Or, rather, won’t be available. It will
be sold out everywhere. I’ll skip to the punch line:
No photos this good have ever come from a
camera this small. The Sony RX100 has a huge one-inch sensor—the
biggest ever stuffed into a pocketable zoom camera.”...
New York Times, June 27

DNSChanger malware set to knock
thousands off the web

Ian Paul writes: “Thousands of PCs worldwide may
be unable to access the internet beginning July 9
unless those machines are rid of the pernicious
DNSChanger malware that first surfaced in 2007.
The FBI helped shut down the criminal ring
responsible for DNSChanger in late 2011 and then
briefly handled the DNS routing for all infected Mac and Windows
systems.” That will come to an end on Monday. Here’s how to tell if
you are infected and what to do about it....
PC World, July 5

Hot off the presses: Conductive ink

Ink is an age-old medium, yet it’s keeping up with
changing times. It’s long been used in pens and
printer cartridges, but now it’s being mixed to print
lightweight circuits, sensors, and switches. One
company, T-Ink, has developed inks so robust that
circuits and switches can be printed on flat plastic
and then molded into three-dimensional components that control
overhead lights and sunroofs in cars....
New York Times, June 30

An introduction to paper computers

Brooke Palmieri writes: “After computers were
made of bronze cogs but before they were made
of integrated circuits, they were made of paper
and were found in books. The figure pictured on
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the left is called a volvelle or wheel chart; it’s a
series of circles held together that can be rotated
in order to yield some string of information. On
paper, the concept dates back to 11th-century
Persia where it was used most frequently in astronomical texts to
depict the movement of the planets and stars.”...
8vo, June 25

Go back to the Top

E-Content
Backgrounder on libraries, patrons, and ebooks

Larra Clark writes: “As part of the ALA Office for Information
Technology Policy’s work with the Digital Content and Libraries
Working Group, several member leaders have requested we develop
and distribute resources that will support local libraries around digital
content issues. On July 3, OITP released the first of these documents,
a backgrounder (PDF file) that shares some highlights from the
newest Pew Research Center report on ‘Libraries, Patrons, and
Ebooks,’ along with some messaging and local angles for using this
new research with local media and decision makers.”...
District Dispatch, July 3

Your ebook is reading you

Alexandra Alter writes: “In the past,
publishers and authors had no way of
knowing what happens when a reader sits
down with a book. Does the reader quit after
three pages or finish it in a single sitting? Do
most readers skip over the introduction, or
read it closely, underlining passages and scrawling notes in the
margins? Now, ebooks are providing a glimpse into the story behind
the sales figures, revealing not only how many people buy particular
books, but how intensely they read them.”...
Wall Street Journal, June 29

Ebooks gone in five years?

Porter Anderson writes: “The distinction
between ‘the internet’ and ‘books’ is arbitrary,
and will disappear in five years. Start adjusting
now. But haven’t we all just staggered over to
the ebook reality, gotten down with our digital
selves, and tried to ease away from those
visions of dustcovers dancing at our launch parties? Now Hugh
McGuire (13:07) is here to tell us ebooks aren’t going to make it,
either? Well, yeah, in a way.”...
Jane Friedman, July 3; YouTube, June 21

Publishers should open an ebookstore

Joe Wikert writes: “Crazy idea, right? What if we all got together and
created an ebookstore that we owned outright? Big Six. Little guys.
Everyone in between. We could all switch over to the agency
distribution model, receive 70% of sales, and the remaining 30%
would cover all the infrastructure costs to run the business. Now let’s
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make things interesting. Let’s force Amazon and other retailers to
keep using DRM while we abandon it for our own store.”...
Joe Wikert’s Publishing 2020 Blog, June 25

Enhanced ebooks

Barbara Galletly writes: “Publishers have been too slow to enter the
enhanced book market, according to Harold Moss, creative director at
FlickerLab. He suggested filmmakers and artists are the ones best
equipped to develop innovative new models for making enhanced
ebooks. Up for grabs is the opportunity to revolutionize enhanced
ebooks themselves, but not just in terms of content and in scope.
‘Hack into existing expectations and marketplaces,’ Moss said.”...
Digital Book World, July 2

Lyrics to “Why Can’t an Ebook Be
More Like the Print?”

Rebecca Vnuk writes: “If you were in Anaheim
for Annual Conference and made it to the
Booklist Reference program, ‘Why Can’t an
Ebook Be More Like the Print?,’ you were lucky
enough to be treated to the musical stylings of
Dave Tyckoson and crew. He’s given us the
lyrics to the three musical interludes—‘Why
Can’t an E-book Be More Like the Print?’, ‘E-book Readin’ Man,’ and
‘Baby Got Nook.’”...
Booklist Online: Points of Reference, July 2–5
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Books & Reading
Raiders of the lost conference
ARCs

Andy Woodworth writes: “This librarianrelated story about conferences and ARCs
(Advance Reading Copies) blew up on the
blogosphere and Twitter to the point where
it got its own hashtag (#ARCgate). You can
read the blog post that started it all on Kelly Jensen’s blog, Stacked.
She is calling for exhibits-only passes to be allowed only one-day
admission at the end of the conference. That way, people like herself
can get first shot at the ARCs and publisher face time without as
much competition.”...
Agnostic, Maybe, June 28; Stacked, June 27; Reading Is Delicious, June 25

Disappearing ink

Nate Pedersen writes: “Imagine a library
of books with empty pages. They
formerly contained text, but over time
the ink gradually faded until it
disappeared altogether. An independent
publisher in Argentina has started
publishing books printed with disappearing ink. The clever marketing
trick is being employed by Eterna Cadencia as a launching platform
for new authors. The point is to encourage (or force) the buyer to
read the author’s book within two months.” Watch the video (2:10)....
The Fine Books Blog, July 3; YouTube, June 1

A new Farewell to Arms

A new edition of Ernest Hemingway’s A Farewell to
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Arms, originally published in 1929, will be released by
Scribner next week, including all 47 alternate endings
and early drafts of other passages in the book. The
alternate endings are labeled and gathered in an
appendix in the new edition, a 330-page book whose
cover bears the novel’s original artwork. The endings
are a fascinating glimpse into how the novel might
have concluded on a different note, sometimes more blunt and
sometimes more optimistic....
New York Times, July 4

88 books that shaped America

The Library of Congress has selected 88 books that
shaped America, all by American authors. The first
was published in 1751, and the most recent in 2002.
Each author is represented only once, with one
exception: Benjamin Franklin, who landed three books.
The list includes poetry, novels, nonfiction, plays, a
polemic, books of science and grammar, cookbooks,
and children’s books. LC has them all on exhibit
through September 29....
Los Angeles Times: Jacket Copy, July 4

The best books you’re not reading:
British Invasion edition

Erin Bush writes: “In the 1960s, the British Invasion
brought lots of great music to these shores, most
notably a couple of little groups called The Beatles and
The Rolling Stones. While there’s never been a teen
literature British Invasion per se, a number of our big
names hail from the UK, including J. K. Rowling, Philip
Pullman, and Eoin Colfer. There are many other great
UK writers who just haven’t been discovered here. I’ve
tried to sample across several genres for your reading pleasure.”...
YALSA The Hub, July 5

Finding books by their plot lines

Sharon Rickson writes: “Fictional works are usually
cataloged by author and title, not by subject or plot
line, which makes identifying books by their plot or
story line difficult. Before you start your search it
would help if you can identify everything you
remember about the book, plot, character names,
time period in which the book may have been
published, and genre. There are some resources
online that can help with a search for a fictional
work if all you have is a plot line.”...
New York Public Library blogs, June 28

Celebrities reading books about other
celebrities

Emily Temple writes: “When we came across this
photo of Steve Martin reading about Bob Dylan
(right), we had a serious celebs-they’re-just-like-us
moment. After all, you’d think that biographies of
cultural heroes are for us plebs, who would thrill at
descriptions of fame, stardom, and emotional
breakdowns. Turns out, celebrities are just as
fascinated with each other as we are with them. We
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think it’s enlightening to see which of our cultural icons are fascinated
by which. Check out our gallery of photos of celebs reading books
about other celebs.”...
Flavorwire, June 29

Brazilian prisoners can reduce sentences by reading
Brazil is offering inmates in its crowded federal penitentiary system a
new way to shorten their sentences: a reduction of four days for
every book they read. Inmates will be able to read up to 12 works of
literature, philosophy, science, or classics to trim a maximum 48 days
off their sentence each year. They also have to write an essay that
must “make correct use of paragraphs, be free of corrections, use
margins, and [have] legible writing.”...
Reuters, June 26

Forthcoming performing arts and mass
media titles

As with others in Choice’s popular Forthcoming series,
this list of selected performing arts and mass media
titles is designed to provide information about new
and soon-to-be-released publications that support
academic curricula, particularly at the undergraduate
level. The titles included here are scheduled for
publication from July 2012 into 2013. More than 290
titles were selected, based on their potential relevance for academic
library collections....
Choice 49, no. 11 (July)
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Tips & Ideas
Seven things library customers want
now

Lisa Carlucci Thomas writes: “What attracts library
customers to today’s libraries? The rise of mobile
culture and the smartphone society brings a
dynamic shift in expectations about how, when,
and where to access information. Endless media
streams, interactive news feeds, and autonomous research options
provide numerous avenues for information-seeking customers. What
factors draw their attention to the library, rather than a crowdsourced
data channel, commercial service, or search engine?”...
Text a Librarian: Text Messaging for Libraries, June 28

How to solve impossible search
problems

John Tedesco writes: “There are plenty of
Google search cheat sheets floating around.
But it’s not often you get to hear advice
directly from someone at Google who offers
you his favorite search tools, methods, and
perspectives to help you find the impossible. Here are some of my
favorite tips shared by Daniel Russell at the 2012 Investigative
Reporters and Editors conference in Boston, June 14–17. Some of
these techniques are powerful but obscure; others are well-known but
not fully understood by everyone.”...
John Tedesco, June 21

Myths of school librarianship
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Joseph Humphreys writes: “I do enjoy being
a school librarian. I really do. You get to
work with some of the most interesting
people in the world, who will make you smile
every day. You get to read YA fiction as your
job and get to chat about it with your
charges. And you get the school holidays
too. But when people hear ‘librarian,’ they think it’s an easy job. Let’s
go through some misconceptions I’ve heard about being a school
librarian and take them apart one by one.”...
Sometimes a Foggy Nation, June 26

Rethinking how research is taught in schools

Sarah Ludwig writes: “I am constantly struggling with the sense that
I’m doing a lot of talking for nothing. I painstakingly teach kids how
to use a database and they go straight back to Wikipedia as soon as I
turn them loose. I show them how to use keywords and operators
and they always fall back on their ‘ask Google a question’ method.
I’m forcing students to use tools and search methods that are more
cumbersome, more frustrating, and less successful simply because I,
the librarian, think it’s the best thing to do.”...
ALA TechSource blog, July 2

Linking library data to
Wikipedia

OCLC Research Wikipedian in Residence
Max Klein and Senior Program Officer
Merrilee Proffitt discuss (5:37) a project
aimed at enhancing name disambiguation
in Wikipedia by establishing reciprocal links
with Virtual International Authority File (VIAF) records. VIAF was
founded by the Library of Congress and the national libraries of
Germany and France, and it is now run by OCLC....
YouTube, June 29

From one new hire to another

Alexis Shpall Wolstein writes: “As a recent new hire myself, I’ve been
a jumble of nerves and felt like all I have to offer in my new job is a
seemingly endless amount of questions. What I’ve come to realize,
however, is that it’s okay to feel that way and, in fact, it’s good to
feel a little bit nervous. Still, to make certain you’re not too nervous,
here are a few suggestions from my first month at my new library gig
about how to calmly navigate being the new hire at your new job.”...
Librarian Lifestyle, June 29

Recruiting and hiring in academic libraries

Teresa Neely writes: “Recruiting and hiring practices in most academic
libraries are governed by the rules and regulations of the parent
institution, the state, and the federal government. There is a distinct
difference between higher education and the for-profit sector in terms
of how searches are managed. For example, academic searches take
a long, long, long time. You generally have four or five committee
members and a chair, which means work moves as fast as the busiest
person on the committee.”...
Hiring Librarians, June 28

What is hardcore gaming, really?

Jacob Ratliff writes: “There are two different
ways to mean the term ‘hardcore’ when talking
about the gaming community: the gamers
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themselves and the games they play. There are
hardcore gamers and casual gamers, and there
are hardcore games and casual games (if we
wanted to make this a completely black-andwhite topic). There are tremendous shades of
nuance here, but I think that’s what it boils
down to.”...
tl-dr, June 21

I took a web detour and now I feel better

Jenna Wortham writes: “Sometimes I’ve found that losing myself in
the web can be invigorating. Instead of needing to turn off the noise
of the web, I often use it to calm my nerves so I can finish my work.
Digital distractions have become a part of my work flow, part of the
process, along with organizing notes and creating an outline for each
article I write. If my brain is learning how to cope with distractions, is
it possible that others are, too?”...
New York Times, June 30

People in libraries on postcards

Larry Nix writes: “In the universe of library
postcards, a relatively small percentage
show the interior of a library and an even
smaller percentage show people inside a
library. Based on a recent examination of
library postcards for sale on eBay, less
than 1% depict people in a library. That makes this category of library
postcards an excellent choice for a selective library postcard collector,
which I happen to be.”...
Library History Buff Blog, July 3

Top 10 photos on the Smithsonian
Flickr Commons

Catherine Shteynberg writes: “You are probably
familiar with the plethora of no-known-copyright
photos that many museums and research units from
across the Smithsonian post on the Smithsonian Flickr
Commons. The Smithsonian has now been on the
Commons for over four years, and we’ve
enthusiastically taken in all of your comments,
identifications of images, and favorites of our photos.
Here are the 10 most popular images.”...
The Bigger Picture, July 3

Tips for preventing heat-related illness

The best defense is prevention. Drink more fluids (nonalcoholic),
regardless of your activity level. Don’t wait until you’re thirsty to
drink. Stay indoors and, if at all possible, stay in an air-conditioned
place. If your home does not have air conditioning, go to the
shopping mall or public library. Wear lightweight, light-colored, loosefitting clothing....
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Jaw-dropping, book-inspired cakes

Evangeline McMullen writes: “I featured a selection
of book-inspired cakes back in 2010, but this time
around I wanted to pull out some of the more
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disturbing examples I came across in my browsing
(yes, these are jaw-dropping for a range of
reasons, but there’s a sampling of non-creepy
cakes at the end to keep you going).”...
Bookalicious, June 12

Office fashion at the New York
Public Library

Robin Kawakami writes: “It’s not just ladies in
sensible shoes and woolen cardigans who work
at the New York Public Library. The private,
nonprofit organization has about 2,000
employees in 90 locations across the Bronx,
Manhattan, and Staten Island, and office style
ranges from bookish to whimsical. Jessica Pigza
(right), assistant curator of rare books, added a homespun touch to
her librarian look: She sewed her dress and wore it with a vintage
shirt and black-frame glasses.”...
Wall Street Journal: Speakeasy, June 27

The greenest library in Asia

The Anna Centenary Library in Kotturpuram,
Chennai, India, is one of the largest libraries in
Asia as well as one of the most sustainable.
The library was built from the ground up with
conservation in mind. Special care was taken to
select sustainable materials: More than 60% of
its construction materials are locally sourced and recyclable. The
library has nine floors and a total of 333,000 square feet, including a
50,000-square-foot auditorium and a separate 15,000-square-foot
children’s library....
Inhabitat, July 4

Architects would demolish two
libraries right now

When proportion, balance, form, and
function come together in a delicate
harmony, architecture is nothing short of an
art form. But when, on occasion, those
principles clash, the results can be eyesearingly awful. California Home and Design asked 15 architects and
its own staff to weigh in on what buildings, given the chance, they’d
take a wrecking ball to. Two of them were libraries: the Denver Public
Central Library (right), and the University of California, San Diego,
Geisel Library....
California Home and Design

Without libraries we’d be dumb

Daniel Handler (aka Lemony Snicket)
performs “Without Libraries We’d Be Dumb,”
with special effects by illustrator Maira
Kalman (right), June 25 at the Printz
Program and Reception at the ALA Annual
Conference in Anaheim. “Without libraries
we’d be dumb / We wouldn’t know our elbow
from our bum / Libraries are our friends and we should take good
care of them / Because without libraries we’d be D-U-M.” Filmed by
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Beth Saxton. Lyrics at 667 Dark Avenue....
BlipTV, June 29; 667 Dark Avenue, June 15

Go back to the Top

Sign up to receive AL Direct every Wednesday here.
American Libraries Magazine, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago, IL 60611

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2012/july/070512-2.htm[7/17/2014 10:47:50 AM]

AL Direct, July 11, 2012

Contents

American Libraries Online | ALA News | Booklist Online
Anaheim Update | Division News | Awards & Grants | Libraries in the News
Issues | Tech Talk | E-Content | Books & Reading | Tips & Ideas
Great Libraries of the World | Digital Library of the Week | Calendar
The e-newsletter of the American Library Association | July 11, 2012

American Libraries Online
Summer reading goes to school

Malavika Shrikhande and Ellen Speirs write:
“A growing number of academic and school
libraries are now taking a page from their
public library counterparts by hosting summer
reading programs—and they’re seeing
positive results. What follows are two
examples of how summer reading programs sponsored by
nontraditional institutions are making a difference for students and
staff, one at St. Ambrose University in Davenport, Iowa, and another
at Cheshire (Conn.) High School.”...
American Libraries feature

Research shows public awareness gap
about ebooks in libraries

Larra Clark writes: “A June 22 report from the Pew
Research Center’s Internet and American Life
Project finds that 12% of readers of ebooks
borrowed an ebook from their libraries in the past
year, and a majority of respondents (62%) don’t
know if their local library provides ebooks.
Somewhat startlingly, even 58% of library card holders were unsure if
their library offered the service. In addition, a majority were either
unable to borrow from the library an ebook they were seeking (56%)
or encountered wait lists (52%).”...
American Libraries news, July 11

Librarian ethnicity

Q. Does ALA have recent information on the
ethnic distribution of librarians? A. As
reported by the US Census Bureau following
the 2010 census, the population of the US is
becoming increasingly racially diverse. While
the white population remains the majority
nationally, some areas of the country now have nonwhite majorities.
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Don’t miss next week’s
ALA Virtual Conference,
“Mapping Transformation,”
focusing on practical
experimentation and
innovation. Just added as
opening keynote speaker:
Travis Good from MAKE
Magazine, who will
discuss Makerspaces in
libraries. From ebooks
and digital content to
thinking like startups and
other innovators, from
designing a better library
user experience to the
library as cocreator,
inspiration will be
plentiful. Consult the final
program and get inspired
—register now!
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Here is the research we have....
AL: Ask the ALA Librarian, July 11

Solutions and Services: New
Ask a Librarian service

In June, Tutor.com announced the launch
of Ask A Librarian Online Reference
Center. This new service is a costeffective way to add reference librarians
to your staff. The virtual reference
service also helps bring a higher return on a library’s investment in its
website, online catalogs, and resources....
American Libraries column, July 6

Currents

In September, William Noel (right) will become
director of the Special Collections Center at the
University of Pennsylvania Libraries and founding
director of the Schoenberg Institute for Manuscript
Studies. Dorothy Carlson retired in June as head of
children’s services at Radnor (Pa.) Memorial Library.
Margaret Goggin, 93, died June 10; she had been
dean of the graduate school of librarianship at the University of
Colorado and in 1980 was cofounder of the Colorado Antiquarian Book
Seminar....
American Libraries column

Pinterest boards on library associations

Want to browse through a visual collection of North American library
associations? Check out our Library Asssociations (North America)
board. We are still adding to it, so let us know of any we missed. And
we started a new one on Library Associations (National).
Go back to the Top

ALA News
Maureen Sullivan responds to
Forbes

ALA President Maureen Sullivan has issued
a statement in response to a June 8 Forbes
article deriding the value of a library and
information science master’s degree. She
writes: “It is true that many librarians are
not paid for the full value of their work.
The profit-centered, corporation-based measures valued by Forbes
suggest that pay rates and growth are the only valid reasons for
selecting a career or seeking an advanced degree. . . . [F]or
librarians, the primary motivation is job satisfaction derived from the
opportunity to make a significant difference in the lives of others.”...
Public Information Office, July 6; Forbes, June 8

Final program for ALA Virtual
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Parts 1 and 2 of the
graphic novel series by
Printz Award-winner
Gene Luen Yang,
Avatar: The Last
Airbender—The
Promise, are out and
Part 3 will be released
in September. Get
ready for it with this
poster featuring
original art by
Japanese illustration
team Gurihuru. It
shows Aang as he zips
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Conference

Experimentation and innovation are the name of the
game at the “Mapping Transformation” Virtual
Conference July 18–19. High-profile speakers and
presenters will highlight how new services are
transforming both their libraries and their
communities, while the two days of interactive web
sessions, conversations, and insights offer starting points for
discussion as well as practical ideas for moving forward and trying
something new. Here are the speakers and topics scheduled....

around Wan Shi Tong’s
Library, with Katara
using her waterbending powers to
reach books. A
CLASSIC! From ALA
Graphics.

Conference Services, July 10

Bad reporting and weird views about ALA

AL columnist David Lee King (right) writes: “My wife
passed this article by Emily Whitten on the ALA’s social
activism along to me, and it irritated me. A lot. So I
left a comment on the article, and thought I’d share it
here, too. ‘Emily seems to be a fine writer, but needs
to brush up a bit on her research skills, as her article about the
American Library Association is highly inaccurate at best. Here are
some examples of those inaccuracies.’”...
David Lee King, July 7; WorldMag, July 6

Great Libraries
of the World

Still time to become an Emerging
Leader

There is still time to apply to the ALA
Emerging Leaders program. The deadline to
apply is August 3. The program is designed
to enable library workers to get on the fast
track to ALA and professional leadership.
Individuals who are considering applying to the program should be
under 35 years of age or be a new library professional of any age with
fewer than five years of library experience....
Human Resource Development and Recruitment, July 10

Two important Council resolutions

At Annual Conference in Anaheim, California, the ALA Council passed
two important resolutions on the value of school libraries and
librarians and voter restrictions. The first directs ALA to lead the
Association in “addressing the urgent need for advocacy on behalf of
school libraries and librarians.” The second opposes voter ID laws,
restrictions on voter registration, cuts to early voting, and any other
laws resulting in the restriction of lawful access to voting....
Office of ALA Governance, July 10

COA announces accreditation actions

The ALA Committee on Accreditation has announced the actions taken
at the 2012 ALA Annual Conference in Anaheim. Continued
accreditation status was granted to programs at Indiana University,
Louisiana State University, and the University of Southern Mississippi.
Conditional accreditation status was granted to programs at the
University at Buffalo and the University of Missouri in Columbia....
Office for Accreditation, June 10

ALA-APA recognizes two community college
programs

The ALA–Allied Professional Association announced July 10 that it has
completed agreements with Three Rivers Community College in
Connecticut and New Mexico State University’s Doña Ana Community
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National Library of
Catalonia, Barcelona.
Spain. The library was
established in 1907 as
the library of the
Institute for Catalan
Studies and opened to
the public in 1914.
After the Spanish Civil
War, it moved to its
current location in the
15th-century former
Hospital de la Santa
Creu and was declared
a depository library for
Catalonia in 1981. Of
paramount importance
are its collections of
medieval and early
modern manuscripts,
rare musical scores
and documents, rare
Catalan books, works
by and about Miguel
de Cervantes and
Jacint Verdaguer,
engravings,
periodicals, prints,
maps, and
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College. The agreement will allow graduates of their library science
programs who meet the established criteria to receive the Library
Support Staff Certification (LSSC) designation....

photographs.

ALA–Allied Professional Association, July 10

Newbery and Caldecott Awards guide

What book was honored with a Newbery Award in
1931? Or awarded the Caldecott Medal in 1957? In
1974? Last year? Updated to include the 2012 award
and honor books, The Newbery and Caldecott Awards:
A Guide to the Medal and Honor Books, 2012 edition,
published by ALA Editions, gathers together the books
deemed most distinguished in American children’s
literature and illustration since the inception of the
renowned prizes....
ALA Editions, July 6

First releases from Huron Street Press

Huron Street Press, a new ALA publishing imprint, has
released its first three titles. In line with ALA’s mission
to enhance learning and ensure access to information
for all, they harness the expertise of the Association
and encourage library use among the public. Available
through Independent Publishers Group in both print
and ebook editions, the titles are: Read with Me: Best
Books for Preschoolers, by Stephanie Zvirin; Build
Your Own App for Fun and Profit, by Scott La Counte;
and The Entrepreneur’s Starter Kit: 50 Things to Know Before Starting
a Business, by Paul Christopher....
ALA Huron Street Press, July 6

Looking beyond avatars

Making the argument that community is not an
inevitable result of communication, Digital Dialogues
and Community 2.0: After Avatars, Trolls, and
Puppets explores the communities that use digital
platforms, portals, and applications from daily life to
build relationships beyond geographical locality and
family links. Editor Tara Brabazon and her
contributors provide detailed analyses of how
technology realigns the boundaries between
connection, consciousness, and community....
ALA Neal Schuman, July 10

Go back to the Top

Featured review: Adult nonfiction

Sennett, Frank. Groupon’s Biggest Deal Ever:
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Real Academia
Española, Library,
Madrid, Spain.
Founded in 1713, the
academy’s purpose is
to foster the Spanish
language and regulate
its grammar and
spelling. Its library
started out as the
private collection of
founder Juan Manuel
Fernández Pacheco,
8th Marquis of Villena.
It moved into its
current premises in
1894. A unique
collection of
specialized books on
Spanish and Latin
linguistics, philology,
and literature, the
library was
significantly enhanced
in 1995 with the
extensive private
collection of historical
books, manuscripts,
and artwork donated
by philologist Antonio
Rodriguez-Moñino and
in 1998 with the
library of poet and
critic Dámaso Alonso.
This AL Direct feature
showcases 250 libraries
around the world that are
notable for their exquisite
architecture, historic
collections, and innovative
services. If you find yourself
on vacation near one of
them, be sure to stop by for
a visit. Some will be featured
in The Whole Library
Handbook 5, edited by
George M. Eberhart, which is
scheduled for publication in
2013 by ALA Editions. There
is also a Great Libraries of
the World Pinterest board.
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The Inside Story of How One Insane Gamble,
Tons of Unbelievable Hype, and Millions of
Wild Deals Made Billions for One Ballsy Joker.
June 2012. 320p. St. Martin’s, hardcover
(978-1-250-00084-2).
The “insane gamble” in the subtitle is Andrew
Mason’s. The founder of the internet coupon
site Groupon, he turned down a $6 billion
buyout offer from Google. But, reading the
book, you might think insane is not all that accurate a word.
Mason, who sort of fell backward into success, just knew deep
down that he had a huge success on his hands. Why let
someone else reap the financial rewards that could easily and
wildly surpass Google’s offer? Told in an appealingly jaunty
prose style, the story portrays Mason as a plucky
entrepreneur, a laid-back and politically incorrect school
prankster who is a sharp-as-a-tack computer programmer
savvy enough to know a good idea when he has it. Is there a
movie here, following in the wake of The Social Network? Well,
there are no Winklevoss twins, but don’t bet against it....

Business books for the
beach

Keir Graff writes: “Is there such a
thing as a business book for beach reading? If we define a
beach read as a fast-moving narrative that allows us to lose
ourselves in the story—and, for some of us, the kind of book
we wouldn’t read during the rest of the year—then the answer
is yes. These 10 titles from the last 10 years were chosen for
their excellent narrative flow and widespread appeal.”...

@

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
Go back to the Top

Division News
Don’t sweat the Common Core

Register now for the new AASL e-Academy course,
“Common Core: Moving from Complex to Calm, Cool,
and Collected.” This four-week, self-paced course
facilitated by Paige Jaeger (right) will run from August
6–31. Registration and course information are
available on the AASL e-Academy page. Participants
will learn how and why inquiry-based instruction
supports the Common Core State Standard....
AASL, July 10

Go back to the Top

Awards & Grants
Nominations open for I Love My
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Career Leads
from

Electronic Services
Librarian, Wenatchee
Valley College,
Wenatchee,
Washington. This is a
full-time, tenure track
faculty position
scheduled to begin fall
quarter (September)
2012. The person in
this position will ensure
technical access to the
library’s electronic
resources and services,
facilitate the integration
of library resources into
the college’s teaching
and learning
environment, and
develop and maintain a
statistical dashboard to
support the library’s
continuous assessment
/ continuous
improvement
environment. The
position also provides
reference and
instructional services to
students, promotes
information literacy
instruction and library
services to the college
community, and works
closely with other
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Librarian award

Library users can now nominate a librarian for
the 2012 Carnegie Corporation of New York /
New York Times I Love My Librarian Award.
The nomination form is available on
atyourlibrary.org, the ALA public awareness
website. The award invites library users to
recognize the accomplishments of librarians in public, school, college,
community college, and university libraries for their efforts to improve
lives. Up to 10 librarians will be selected, and each will receive
$5,000, a plaque, and a $500 travel stipend to attend an award
ceremony and reception in December in New York....

librarians and staff to
ensure that reference,
instructional, and
collection development
activities are
coordinated....

ALA Public Information Office, July 6

2012 Branford Boase Award

My Sister Lives on the Mantelpiece by Annabel Pitcher
(Orion Children’s Books) was announced as the winner
of the £1,000 (US $1,552) Branford Boase Award at a
ceremony at Walker Books HQ in London on July 5.
The award is given annually to the author and editor of
the most outstanding debut novel for children. It tells
the story of a family torn apart after a terrorist attack,
while also dealing deftly with other difficult issues
including racism, bullying, and alcoholism....

@

More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week

The Telegraph (UK), July 5

2012 CWA Dagger awards

The winners of the 2012 Crime Writers’ Association
Dagger awards, which recognize the best crime novels
written in the UK over the past 12 months, were
revealed in London July 5, with Aly Monroe scooping
the CWA Ellis Peters Historical Dagger for Icelight. The
CWA International Dagger was won by Andrea Camilleri
for his latest Inspector Montalbano novel, The Potter's
Field, while the husband-and-wife team of Anthony
Summers and Robbyn Swan picked up the CWA Dagger for Nonfiction
for The Eleventh Day....
Foyles, July 6

Englander wins Frank O’Connor Award

Author Nathan Englander has won the world’s most
valuable short story prize. Englander won the Frank
O’Connor International Short Story Award with his
collection, What We Talk About When We Talk About
Anne Frank (Weidenfeld & Nicolson). He will pick up
€25,000 (US $30,656) from the award’s founders, the
Munster Literature Centre, with the prize money funded
by Cork (Ireland) City Council. However, the future of
the prize is uncertain....
The Bookseller, July 9

Go back to the Top

Libraries in the News
The battle over the New York
Public Library
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CIRCLE offers users
an accessible and
accurate summary in
English of letters that
were issued under the
great seal of Ireland
and enrolled in the
Irish chancery rolls
between the reigns of
Henry III and Henry
VII. The digital library
was officially launched
on May 10, 2012, by
the Provost of Trinity
College Dublin, Patrick
Prendergast. The
records of the Irish
chancery were
destroyed during the
Irish Civil War on June
30, 1922, in an
explosion and fire in
the Public Record
Office of Ireland,
located at the Four
Courts, Dublin. Among
the most important
classes of record
destroyed were the
medieval Irish
chancery rolls. CIRCLE
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Jason Farago writes: “The hottest cultural
controversy of this already hot summer
concerns the New York Public Library and a
plan to slice open the stacks in the Steven
A. Schwartzman Building and ‘replace books
with people,’ in the words of NYPL CEO
Anthony Marx. It’s enraged writers and
professors, demoralized a staff already coping with layoffs, and called
the entire purpose of the system into question. And the debate is
getting bitter.”...
The Guardian (UK), July 7

Library cards at root of voter ID
challenge

New Memphis library cards that include a photo have
become a challenge to a new Tennessee law requiring
certain state-issued photo identification in order to
vote. The library system unveiled the move to the
photo library cards in early July with Memphis Mayor
A. C. Wharton Jr. saying the new library cards could
be used to vote starting with the upcoming August 2
elections. Less than 24 hours later, Tennessee
Elections Coordinator Mark Goins contradicted that, saying the new
library cards are not valid for voter identification. Pennsylvania is
facing a similar quandary....
Memphis (Tenn.) Daily News, July 10; Keystone Politics, July 10

Residents try to save the Pomona Public Library

is the culmination of
nearly four decades of
work reconstructing
these lost records. It
brings together all
known letters enrolled
on the Irish chancery
rolls during the Middle
Ages (1244–1509),
drawing on originals,
facsimiles, transcripts,
and calendars located
in archival repositories
in the Republic of
Ireland, Northern
Ireland, England, and
the US. The site
contains over 20,000
Irish chancery letters
translated from Latin
into English, together
with an unparalleled
collection of digital
images of surviving
medieval chancery
letters and rare
printed volumes.

A citywide task force of residents, business people, and others is
working on strategies to keep the Pomona (Calif.) Public Library open.
Ideas range from placing containers in businesses where customers
can drop in donations to a tax levy in the November election ballot.
Councilwoman Paula Lantz asked for volunteers after a proposal went
before the city council calling for a year-long temporary closure of the
library beginning in mid-August as a way for the cash-strapped city to
save money....

Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site, Check out
our Featured Digital
Libraries Pinterest board.

Jacksonville plans to cut hours, jobs

Noted and
Quoted

Ontario (Calif.) Inland Valley Daily Bulletin, July 8

Faced with a requirement to cut $4.66 million from its budget, the
Jacksonville (Fla.) Public Library board has proposed cutting jobs and
closing all library branches on Sundays and most branches at least
one other day a week. This 24% reduction will come along with the
elimination of 71 full-time positions. That includes 41 vacancies and
30 filled jobs, including librarians and library technicians, from a total
staff of 352, a 20% cut....
Jacksonville Florida Times-Union, July 9

Rosa Parks Avenue branch library
could be renamed

Library officials want to rename Montgomery
(Ala.) Public Library’s Rosa Parks Avenue
branch the Bertha Pleasant Williams branch
to commemorate the city’s first black librarian. Williams began serving
in 1948 at the first branch for African Americans, who weren’t allowed
in Montgomery’s other libraries at the time. “This would in no way be
disrespectful to Mrs. Parks, who has a library and museum named for
her downtown,” local historian Mary Ann Neely said, noting that
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“A cool of books
will sometimes lead
the mind to libraries
of a hot afternoon, if
books can be found
cool to the sense to
lead the mind away.”
—William Carlos Williams,
“Book III: The Library,”
Paterson, 1949. Hear it read
on this video from Poets.org.

@

More quotes...
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Williams was among “those who have contributed so much to the
community.”...
Montgomery (Ala.) Advertiser, July 10

Washington school librarians defend their positions

No one knows exactly how many teacher librarians have been cut in
Washington state during the past five years. But the number has
definitely increased, said Craig Seasholes, president of the
Washington Library Media Association. Teacher librarians want to
change that trend. Since 2008, the association has hired a lobbyist in
Olympia to ensure policymakers include trained librarians in education
planning....

Rehabbing for Rental: Are
You Landlord Material? by
Wanda Urbanska

Yakima (Wash.) Herald-Republic, July 4

Using restaurant buzzers in libraries

You’ve been waiting for more than half an hour for a
seat. It’s incredibly crowded because you came at a
peak hour and everyone seems to be taking their
time. Just as you’re starting to get frustrated, the
buzzer in your hand lights up and vibrates, alerting
you that a space has finally opened. No, you’re not at
a restaurant during the dinner rush—you’re at Lisle (Ill.) Public Library
and your computer terminal is ready....
Arlington Heights (Ill.) Daily Herald, July 9

Worcester’s magic bus

Matthew Robert writes: “When press
releases for the Worcester (Mass.) Public
Library bookmobile began appearing this
spring, spreading the news that ‘Libby the
Library Express’ would roll out soon after,
the catch phrase was, ‘this is not your
mother’s bookmobile.’ I boarded the magic bus on its second day of
operation, June 5, and talked to mobile librarians Mark Lindberg and
Joe Blake. They say that, while patrons of the bus would prefer their
own neighborhood library branch, the Library Express, with its
collection of books and DVDs and hi-tech gizmos, is a branch
library.”...

Memory Loss: Reducing
Sugar in Your Diet Can Make
a Difference.
Books that Shaped America
Shirley Chisholm--Her
Historic Run for Congress
and President Influenced
Generations
First U.S. Exhibit of Ancient
Kazakhstan Highlights
Archaeology Achievements
Librarians Respond to
Emergencies
J. R. Martinez: 'At the end of
the day we never stop
learning'

Join Us on Facebook
Subscribe to our
Newsletter

Worcester Mag, June 20

Mexican architects create a
bookmobile

A truck carrying more than 1,200
volumes of visual art and culture, the
A47 travels the streets of Mexico City,
providing the residents of various
neighborhoods with access to its
contents. The A47 Mobile Library is a project developed by the
Fundación Alumnos47, an organization that brings learning
communities together around contemporary artistic practices and
visual culture. Given that the foundation’s major project is to build a
contemporary art museum by 2014, it seemed reasonable to use a
mobile unit to activate the museum’s existing collection until the
building to house it is completed....
Domus, July 2

Stolen artifacts return to Polish
Museum
Officials at Chicago’s Polish Museum of
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Calendar
Aug. 1:

Umlaut, webinar.
Sponsored by OCLC as
part of its free TAI CHI
(Technological
Advances for
Innovation in Cultural
Heritage Institutions)
series.
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America breathed a sigh of relief after the
FBI announced June 20 the return of more
than 120 stolen artifacts, worth an estimated
$5 million. The artifacts, which include 300year-old documents, military medals, rare artwork, and Nazi
propaganda from World War II, had been missing from the museum
since the 1970s or 1980s. The items were found in the basement of a
home where a curator from the museum used to live. Tenants of the
home had found them and sold them to a dealer, who later
determined they had belonged to the museum....
Chicago Sun-Times, June 20

Chasing a prairie tale

Tony Perrottet writes: “‘Are you ready for
the scalping party?’ Lynn Sullivan, an
Omaha (Nebr.) Public Library staffer, asked
cheerily as she handed me a pair of
archival cotton gloves. In a neonilluminated room, she unwrapped layers of
protective foam to reveal a thick mat of
golden brown hair. The glossy locks were
attached to an oval of human hide, cured like old leather. The scalp
once belonged to William Thompson, an English-born railway worker
who was surprised in Nebraska in 1867 by Cheyenne raiders.”...
New York Times, June 22

Reagan Presidential Library
hosts major Disney exhibit

Aug. 20–24:

DrupalCon Munich,
Westin Grand
München, Munich,
Germany. “Open Up!
Connecting Systems
and People.”

Sept. 20–22:

ALSC Biennial
National Institute,
Sheraton Indianapolis
City Centre Hotel,
Indianapolis. “Libraries
Leading the Race.”

Sept. 23–26:

Library and
Information
Association of New
Zealand Aotearoa,
Conference 2012,
Awapuni Function
Centre, Palmerston
North, New Zealand.
“Ipukarea—Celebrate,
Sustain, Transform.”

On opening day July 6, hundreds of
visitors toured “D23 Presents Treasures of
the Walt Disney Archives,” featuring about
500 artifacts from almost nine decades of
Disney history. It’s the largest temporary
exhibit ever housed at the Ronald Reagan
Presidential Library in Simi Valley, California. Many of the items have
never been displayed publicly, including the Alice contract signed by
Disney in 1923 and the books used in the opening scenes of Snow
White and the Seven Dwarfs, Cinderella, and Sleeping Beauty....

Sept. 24–26:

Spanish police recover 12thcentury codex

Sept. 30–
Oct. 6:

Ventura County (Calif.) Star, July 6

The Codex Calixtinus, an illuminated
12th-century manuscript that is
considered the world’s first guidebook,
was recovered July 4 by Spanish police a
year after it was stolen from the library
of the Cathedral of Santiago de
Compostela. The presumed thief, Manuel Fernández Castiñeiras, a
disgruntled former employee of the cathedral, housed the priceless
manuscript in a garbage bag in his garage along with a variety of
other stolen books from the cathedral’s library and €1.2 million
(US$1.5 million) in cash. Susan Boynton writes about the importance
of this codex. More about the robbery (in Spanish) here....
Fine Books Blog, July 6; OUPblog, July 6; Hechos de Hoy, July 6
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Fourth International
M-Libraries
Conference, The Open
University, Milton
Keynes, UK. “From
Margin to Mainstream:
Mobile Technologies
Transforming Lives and
Libraries.”

Banned Books Week.
“30 Years of Liberating
Literature.”

Oct. 3-5:

Georgia Library
Association/
Southeastern Library
Association, Joint
Conference, Macon
Centreplex and
Marriott City Center.
“Macon It Happen @
Your Library.”
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Issues
Boston College must release
oral-history records

A federal appeals court has upheld a
ruling that requires Boston College to
hand over to British authorities
recordings of confidential interviews with
former Irish Republican Army members
made between 2001 and 2006. The
decision, issued July 6 by the US Court of Appeals for the First
Circuit, is the latest in a series of rulings in the case that have raised
alarms among oral-history researchers about the legal authority of
academic confidentiality agreements. The records are part of the
Belfast Project, which is archived in the Burns Library at Boston
College and documents the late 20th-century unrest in Northern
Ireland....
Chronicle of Higher Education, July 7; The Telegraph (UK), July 9; Boston College
Subpoena News; CNN, May 25

ALA, EFF file amicus brief in HathiTrust case

The Electronic Frontier Foundation joined ALA, ACRL, and the
Association of Research Libraries July 6 in urging a federal court to
find that the fair use doctrine permitted the creation of a valuable
digital library. In an amicus brief filed in The Authors Guild v.
HathiTrust, the groups argue that the copying of books for a database
like the HathiTrust Digital Library is a clear case of fair use and in the
public interest. James Grimmelmann sums up the fair use arguments
on both sides in the case....
Electronic Frontier Foundation, July 9; The Laboratorium, July 8

SOPA and ACTA: The sequels?

Gregory Ferenstein writes: “US Rep. Lamar Smith (RTex., right) is attempting to reanimate portions of the
Stop Online Piracy Act (SOPA) bit by bit. The
Intellectual Property Attaché Act (PDF file), introduced
in the House July 9, revives a SOPA provision creating
a global intellectual property task force to aggressively
promote antipiracy law around the world.” David Meyer
cautions that the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement (ACTA) isn’t
dead either, just reborn as the Comprehensive Economic and Trade
Agreement (CETA), a free-trade agreement being negotiated between
the European Union and Canada. ALA is now analyzing the copyright
and privacy implications that may be present in these new bills....
TechCrunch, July 10; Techdirt, July 9; ZDNet, July 10; PC World, July 10

Oct. 3–5:

Idaho Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Clarion
Hotel, Pocatello, Idaho.
“Everywhere You Want
to Be.”

Oct. 18–20:

Academy of
American Poets,
Forum, The New
School and New York
University, New York
City.
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New bill would open up CRS
reports to the public

US Reps. Leonard Lance (R-N.J.) and Mike
Quigley (D-N.J.) introduced legislation July 10
that will help the American people, the media,
and government employees better understand important public policy
issues. The bipartisan Public Access to Congressional Research Service
Reports Resolution of 2012 (H. Res. 727) would ensure that reports
by Congress’s $100 million-a-year think tank become available to the
public on a website maintained by the House Clerk. ALA has long
been supportive of such efforts to ensure public access to government
information....
Sunlight Foundation, July 10
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UN affirms internet freedom as a basic right

On July 5, the United Nations Human Rights Council passed a
landmark resolution (PDF file) supporting freedom of expression on
the internet. Even China, which filters online content through a
firewall, backed the resolution. It affirmed that “the same rights that
people have offline must also be protected online, in particular
freedom of expression, which is applicable regardless of frontiers and
through any media of one’s choice.”...

lborman@ala.org
Jennifer Henderson,
Contributing Researcher
To advertise in American
Libraries Direct, contact:

New York Times: Bits, July 6

Info-technology shock

Rebecca J. Rosen writes: “One thing that we often overlook as we try
to understand how the internet is remaking our world is just how
recently it appeared in our lives. In a new survey, commissioned by
The Atlantic and the Aspen Institute and conducted by Penn Schoen
Berland and Associates, 59% of people ages 18–29 said that social
media or the internet had a great deal or a fair amount of influence
on their sense of right and wrong.”...
The Atlantic, June 27

Go back to the Top

Tech Talk
7-inch tablet showdown coming
this fall

Jared Newman writes: “Tablets with 7-inch
displays will get their time in the spotlight
this fall, as Google, Amazon, Barnes & Noble,
and possibly Apple fight for holiday shoppers’
dollars. Google has already outed its first content consumption tablet,
the Nexus 7 (above), which launches in July for $200 with 8 GB of
storage, or $250 with 16 GB. Amazon, meanwhile is expected to
refresh its Kindle Fire with the same resolution display as the Nexus
7.”...
PC World, July 9

New uses for your old tablet

Thorin Klosowski writes: “The tablet market is
just heating up, but chances are if you were
an early adopter you’ve already upgraded at
least once. Even if you haven’t, plenty of
people have purchased a tablet only to realize
they don’t have a really good use for one. So,
what’s that old touch screen good for anyway? Let’s take a look at
some of the more clever uses. How about as a dedicated e-reader?
”...
Lifehacker, July 11

The best picks to replace Meebo

Eric Griffith writes: “On July 11, we say good-bye
to my favorite web-based app of all time: Meebo.
You could log on to the Meebo site and use it to
access all of your IM accounts. Google bought the
company in June, but it is shutting Meebo
Messenger down in favor of Google+. That means
it’s time for Meebo Messenger users to download
their old chat transcripts (do that here), and then find an alternative
for IMing, stat. There are quite a few to choose from.”...
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PC Magazine, July 9

It never gets better

Matt Buchanan writes: “You might buy a
new phone that’s missing something,
thinking, ‘It will get better.’ No, it won’t. If
I were to tell you one thing about buying
technology, it is this: Buy something
because you like what it is right now, not
because you think it’s going to get better,
or that one day it’ll be what you really wanted it to be. It’s kind of
like marrying somebody and thinking you’ll change them and they’ll
get better. But over time, you’ll just hate them even more. And
yourself, at least a little.”...
BuzzFeed: Tech for Humans, July 6

Klagenfurt builds a library with QR
codes and chips

Alexis Santos writes: “Strangely, the Austrian
city of Klagenfurt doesn’t have a public library,
even though it hosts the Festival of GermanLanguage Literature. However, an initiative
dubbed Project Ingeborg is turning the
municipality into a book repository of sorts with
70 QR code and NFC chip-equipped stickers.
Plastered throughout town, they direct users to web pages where they
can download public domain works, largely from Project
Gutenberg.”...
Engadget, July 10

Do you really need to safely
remove your USB sticks?

Chris Hoffman writes: “You’ve probably
heard that you always need to use the
Safely Remove Hardware icon before unplugging a USB device.
However, there’s also a good chance that you’ve unplugged a USB
device without using this option and everything worked fine. Windows
itself tells you that you don’t need to use the Safely Remove
Hardware option if you use certain settings—the default settings—but
the advice Windows provides is misleading.”...
How-To Geek, July 10

What language should you build your app with?

Grace Handy writes: “Mobile developers across the globe have
developed and released more than 650,000 iPhone apps, 400,000
iPad apps, and 600,000 apps for Android. Are you thinking about
building an app? A key step in the process is choosing the right
programming language, which depends on how scrappy you’re willing
to be.”...
Mashable, July 11

Go back to the Top

E-Content
ALA, PLA partner with OCLC on ebook research

Christopher Harris writes: “OCLC is launching a new project, ‘The Big
Shift: Advancing Public Library Participation in Our Digital Future.’ The
purpose of the project, funded by the Institute of Museum and Library
Services, is to more fully understand the challenges that US public
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libraries face in providing ebook content to borrowers, and to ensure
that all Americans continue to have access to commercially produced
content through their local public libraries, even as formats
change.”...
AL: E-Content, July 10; OCLC, July 10

ALA digital content tip sheets

Christopher Harris writes: “One charge of
the Digital Content Working Group is to help
the library community better understand and
adapt to the growth of digital content. To assist with this, the internal
communication subgroup (subgroup five for those who follow numbers
better) will be publishing a series of DCWG Tip Sheets. Written in
plain English, the tip sheets will explain issues such as DRM, digital
accessibility, the economics of publishing, and other topics to be
determined—by you. The first is on digital rights management (PDF
file).”...
AL: E-Content, July 10

Colorado ebook manifesto

Jamie LaRue writes: “This manifesto was drafted by Colorado State
Librarian Gene Hainer and me at the request of public library directors
in the state. ‘Leadership, Colorado libraries have been leaders in
securing access to collections in many ways: working with distributors
like OverDrive and 3M; experimenting with products like Freegal and
Freading; checking out ereaders with bundled titles; and even hosting
the works of independent publishers, including many Colorado
authors.’”...
myliblog, July 6

#JudyBlumeForever . . . unless you are a
library

Christopher Harris writes: “On July 10, Simon and
Schuster tried to drum up a bit of social media
attention on #JudyBlumeForever about the release of
the first Judy Blume ebook, her 1975 classic Forever.
Sadly, students won’t find the ebook version of Forever
in the digital stacks of their libraries. The publisher
refuses to sell its ebooks to libraries for lending. So
along with congratulations to @JudyBlume for the e-release of her
amazing book, I also have to ask if she is even aware that the
Forever ebook is forever locked away from libraries.”...
AL: E-Content, July 10

How would you improve the
OverDrive interface?

Brian Herzog writes: “I put together the
following list that I think would improve
the OverDrive experience. Granted, I
know its web interface is somewhat customizable, so different libraries
have different looks and slightly different experiences. And I know it
has a mobile interface, which I’m going to ignore for now. I also
won’t even talk about OverDrive Advantage, because I don’t know
how much just seems overly complicated to me due to my library
being part of a consortium.”...
Swiss Army Librarian, July 11

The ebook cargo cult

Brett Bonfield writes: “Libraries created the present crisis in scholarly
publishing, and we are creating a similar crisis now with our approach
to ebooks. We created the crisis in scholarly publishing by ceding
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control of an intrinsic library function, abstracting and indexing, to
outside firms. Now, with ebooks, we have the resources we need to
avoid repeating our greatest error. The question is whether we have
the will to maintain our values rather than simply preserve our role,
or at least what we have come to think of as our role.”...
In the Library with the Lead Pipe, July 11

Ebooks coming to a used bookstore
near you?

One oft-cited drawback of ebooks is that they
can’t be sold by the original buyer and then
resold as used books. The original buyer is only
purchasing license to use the file. That all could
change if a July 5 ruling (PDF file) by the Court
of Justice of the European Union gains traction. In a dispute between
software giant Oracle and UsedSoft, a used business software
licensing site, the court ruled that the original buyers of a digital
product license can resell that license to a third party, providing they
no longer use the digital product themselves....
Digital Book World, July 5

My loser boyfriend: Ebooks

Michelle Kraft writes: “As much as I love ebooks and technology, they
are like a crummy loser boyfriend—full of ups and downs that take
you on a roller coaster of emotions, only leaving you to love them one
minute and hate them the next. Just like that loser boyfriend, they
have money issues.”...
The Krafty Librarian, July 10

TED Books launches reading app with
extras

TED Books wants to do for reading what the worldfamous series of TED Talks did for web video:
provide viral inspiration. TED founder Chris Anderson
called its forthcoming reading app, “what books
should be in a digital age.” This is a new multimedia
venture that launched July 10. The TED Books app is initially iPad
only, though Anderson says that other platforms, including Android,
are in the works....
The Huffington Post, July 6

Go back to the Top

Books & Reading
Melbourne librarian curates book
recommendation site

Gavin Jones’s (right) career as a teacher-librarian in
Melbourne, Australia, has centered on widening his
students’ horizons through reading and literature. That
passion for reading led him to create a website,
launched in November 2011, that is encouraging
reading throughout the English-speaking world. Read it! Loved it!
began simply as a list of books that Jones recommended to students.
Libraries, authors, bookshops, publishers, and the public have helped
spread the word....
Publishing Perspectives, June 26

10 things you should know about summer
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reading

Victoria Bekiempis writes: “In New York, summer
reading programs have been in place for many years,
historically organized by individual library branches. The
first centralized book list was released by the city in
1995, according to H. Jack Martin, New York Public
Library assistant director for public programs. But what’s the
backstory of summer reading, you might ask? Well, here are 10 fast
facts.” One of them is that Linda A. Eastman (above), 1927–1928 ALA
President and director of the Cleveland Public Library, started the first
summer reading program (PDF file) in 1895....
The Village Voice: Books, July 5; Stephanie Bertin, UNC-Chapel Hill MLS paper, May 2004,
p. 10

Where has all the humor gone in YA
books?

Sharon Rawlins writes: “Teens watch and love
funnymen Stephen Colbert, Jon Stewart, Conan
O’Brien, and David Letterman, but there’s a real lack
of funny YA books for teens. Yes, I know teens like
serious contemporary fiction, but I also know they like
to laugh and feel good at the end of a book. Many YA
books feature sarcastic teens, but there’s a lack of
purely lighthearted, laugh-out-loud books for teens.”...
YALSA The Hub, July 9

17 famous characters who were almost
named something else

Stacy Conradt writes: “‘Bladorthin the Grey’ just
doesn’t have the same ring to it as ‘Gandalf the Grey,’
does it? Good thing J. R. R. Tolkien decided to do
some name swapping. It turns out he’s in good
company: Here’s the story of Gandalf and other
famous characters (Sherlock Holmes, Nancy Drew,
Count Dracula) who experienced an identity change
before publication.”...
Mental Floss, July 10

Vintage photos of kids reading

Emily Temple writes: “Many of our most
cherished memories of childhood come from
spending an afternoon with a book in hand. In
a fit of nostalgia, we scoured the interwebs for
awesome vintage photographs of children
reading everything from comic books to
newspapers to novels, whether alone or with
friends, in school or on the sidewalk. Leaf
through our minicollection of vintage photos of kids engaged in our
favorite activity.”...
Flavorwire, July 7
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Tips & Ideas
What is the value of an MLIS to
you? (PDF file)

In May 2011, some 2,500 librarians, library
staff, and library school students weighed in
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on a 60-Second Survey, “The Value of an
MLIS Degree to You,” taken by the Library
Research Service of the Colorado State
Library. When asked if they thought their MLIS degree was worth the
time and money invested in it, four in five respondents (79%)
strongly agreed or agreed that their degree was worth the
investment. Only 11% disagreed and 10% were neutral. The full
report is here (PDF file)....
LRS Fast Facts, no. 306 (June 19)

Librarian by name, geek by nature

Amy Frazier writes: “A few of us began to play with this question: If
you could design your own MLS program from scratch, what features
would you definitely include? Especially those that are lacking from
library education as it exists today. If you were establishing the
program that would define library school for the next generation, what
do you think would absolutely need to be a part of it? Yeah, that was
a bit of a can of worms.”...
Hack Library School, July 11

Survey: Libraries would like to collaborate, but
don’t

Robinson Myer writes: “The creation of digitized and born-digital
archives allows libraries to easily collaborate in storing them. And in a
survey (PDF file) released June 19 by the National Digital Stewardship
Alliance, 96% of institutions expressed interest in collaborating on
web archiving—though only 23% were currently doing it. The survey
drew 77 responses: 22% from government, 29% from cultural
heritage institutions, and 46% from universities.”...
The Atlantic, July 6

Applying game dynamics to library services

Bohyun Kim writes: “A light bulb in my head lit up when I listened to
the TED talk, ‘The Game Layer on Top of the World,’ by Seth
Priebatsch. He talks about the game layer as something that is
getting built now after the social layer has pretty much been
established by Facebook. What attracted my attention was not so
much the game per se as the the impressive power the game
dynamics wield for human beings.”...
ACRL Tech Connect, July 9

A look inside the Westchester
County Archives

Deb Schiff writes: “Tucked into the pretty
little Village of Elmsford, New York, not far
from the Hudson River and historic Sleepy
Hollow, is the very large records building
that houses the Westchester County
Archives and Records Center. Shown on
the right is the sizable reading room that
the archives shares with the Westchester County Historical Society.
The archives holds the official history of the county dating back to the
beginning of its recordkeeping in 1683.”...
Here and There, July 6

Theories of serial weeding

Wayne Bivens-Tatum writes: “One of the
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projects I’ve set for myself this summer is
weeding serials with no online equivalents
from the open stacks for offsite storage.
I’ve done a lot of weeding over the past
decade, but usually with books. Serials
present harder choices. It’s a grueling process, but oddly enough one
of the activities in which it’s necessary to theorize about if you’re
going to do it well.”...
Academic Librarian, July 6

Breaking through the (writer’s) block

Maura Smale writes: “One of the reasons I like to blog is that it
keeps me writing regularly. Like lots of academic librarians, my job
comes with expectations for research and scholarship, so I need to be
able to write up the work that I do and get it published. But everyone
has a bout of writer’s block at least occasionally, and thinking about it
has me thinking about strategies for overcoming it. Here are some
that have worked for me.”...
ACRLog, July9

LC launches beta release of linked data
classification

Tina Gheen writes: “Linked data versions of several Library of
Congress classes have been released in beta on the LC Linked Data
Service by the Network Development and Metadata Standards Office.
These classes are B (Philosophy, Psychology, and Religion), M (Music),
N (Fine Arts), and Z (Bibliography, Library Science, and Information
Resources). For this initial beta release, the Linked Data Service has
generated linked data resources for each those classes.”...
In Custodia Legis, July 9

Know any of these librarians?

Larry Nix writes: “I have two early artifacts
showing images of unidentified women
library workers. The first is a photograph of
10 women and one man (right). There is no
clue as to which library they work in.
Another is a Real Photo postcard that shows
seven women. It was mailed on July 10,
1907, from Aurora, Illinois, to Newkirk, Oklahoma. Any help with
identifying the libraries in which the photographs were taken will be
appreciated.”...
Library History Buff Blog, July 8

Why you might want to hire a social media manager

Heather Mansfield writes: “It’s becoming increasingly clear that adding
social media to a long list of job responsibilities is just not humanly
possible. Whether you call she or he a social media manager, a new
media manager, or a digital media manager, there’s no doubt that if
your organization wants to be successful on the social web, then your
governing board needs to seriously consider allocating funds for a
social media manager position. Here are five reasons why.”...
Nonprofit Tech 2.0, July 9

Life is too short for all this email

Nick Bilton writes: “This month alone, I received more than 6,000
emails. That doesn’t include spam, notifications, or daily deals, either.
With all those messages, I have no desire to respond to even a
fraction of them. All of this has led me to believe that something is
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terribly wrong with email. What’s more, I don’t believe it can be fixed.
I’ve tried everything. Meanwhile, all of this email could be increasing
our stress.”...
New York Times: Bits, July 8

Fixing typos in Facebook comments

J. D. Biersdorfer writes: “While it used to be that the only way to edit
a bungled comment was to delete it, redo it, and post it again,
Facebook recently rolled out a new editing function that makes
correcting typos much easier. To modify a comment after you have
posted it, move the mouse cursor over the top right corner of the
post until you see a pencil icon appear.”...
New York Times: Gadgetwise, June 29

If you love to read

Posted by Sarah Ada to promote the New
York State Reading Association conference
in Liverpool, New York, October 28–30,
this video (4:07) is her rendition of Adele’s
“Rolling in the Deep” for people who love
to read. The lyrics are included under
"Show more.”...
YouTube, June 21; New York State Reading Association

Joyce the Librarian

Mezzosoprano Liz Ryan and pianist Deborah
Kelleher perform “Joyce the Librarian” (3:05). It
was writen by Peter Skellern and Richard Stilgoe
and can be heard on their 2000 album, A Quiet
Night Out. The lyrics can be found here... .
YouTube, Feb. 20, 2009; I’m Trying, Honestly!, Dec. 11, 2008

Chinese ad features library
bookshelf disaster

French food corporation Groupe Danone
has launched a new TV commercial to
promote Mizone Formulated Water in
China. As part of the ad’s production,
real library shelves were pushed over like
dominoes as well as an actor being placed on a library ladder. The
idea behind the ad is to demonstrate that Mizone Water restores your
balance. Watch the video (0:40)....
Advertising @ ChinaSmack, July 6; Vimeo, June 19
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American Libraries Online
Comic-Con newbie finds surprises

Jessica Lee writes: “This was my first ComicCon. While I knew it would be crowded and
crazy, there have been quite a few surprises
along the way too. Attending the San Diego
Comic-Con International, July 12–15, I
definitely expected the more than 100,000
people, the long lines, and the costumes. Yes,
the costumes were amazing and sometimes
surreal, like seeing Gandalf with an iPhone. But what I wasn’t
expecting was the camaraderie and randomly bumping into people I
know. Since so much of the audience is there to ogle movie stars, the
authors and illustrators are very accessible. And they love librarians.”
See the Comic-Con wrapup at io9....
AL: Inside Scoop, July 18; ALA Membership Blog, July 15; io9, July 18

SLA in Chicago enchants and
challenges

Laurie D. Borman writes: “The Special
Libraries Association met in Chicago July 15–
18 for its annual conference and expo. The
small group, a fraction of the number who
attended the 2012 ALA Annual Conference in
Anaheim last month (20,134), honored fellow members and flocked to
specialized sessions. Guy Kawasaki (right), Apple’s former chief
evangelist and founder of AllTop.com, presented points from his 2011
book, Enchantment: The Art of Changing Hearts, Minds, and Actions.”
The SLA Annual Conference will meet in San Diego in 2013....
American Libraries feature; SLA Blog, July 18

Vendors showcase their wares in
Anaheim

Marshall Breeding writes: “Interested buyers
found tech products that press beyond
established boundaries as well as those that
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enable bread-and-butter library activities in
the Anaheim Convention Center during the
2012 ALA Annual Conference. Products
ranged from discovery services that aim to deliver access to the
universe of library collections; to new library management systems
bringing together print, electronic, and digital resources; and ebookdelivery products for those in search of innovative, pragmatic
solutions.”...
American Libraries feature

Solutions and Services:
Perkins+Will at UCLA

UCLA recently completed a renovation of its
Charles E. Young Research Library, and part
of the effort focused on making it a greener
facility. Perkins+Will provided predesign,
programming, and design services that
adhere to green building principles
established by the LEED national rating system. Since the renovation,
more than twice the number of people visited the library in the fall
quarter of 2011, compared with the previous year. The building is
expected to achieve the status of LEED Gold....

“Introducing the
Book as iPad App”
webinar. Join us for
this free learning
opportunity, led by
Nicole Hennig, head of
the User Experience
Group for the MIT
Libraries, next
Monday, July 23, at
2:00 p.m. Eastern
time. NEW! From ALA
TechSource.

American Libraries column, July/Aug.
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Great Libraries
of the World

ALA News
LC luminary, William J. Welsh, 1919–
2012

William Joseph Welsh (right), 92, Deputy Librarian of
Congress from 1976 to 1988, and a preservation and
digitization proponent several decades ahead of his
time, died July 13. In his 41 years at LC, he played a
major role in the renovation of the historic Jefferson
Building, the development of a deacidification process,
and a pilot project on the use of optical disk
technology to store text and graphics in compact formats. Read more
about Welsh’s remarkable career as an American library leader who
helped pave the way for greater national and international library
cooperation in this 1984 interview with former AL Editor Art Plotnik
(PDF file)....
AL: Inside Scoop, July 18; American Libraries, Dec. 1984, pp. 765–769

Register for International
Games Day 2012
Jenny Levine writes: “Just like in
games, we’ve leveled up National
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Salamanca
University General
Historical Library,
Salamanca, Spain. The
library dates from
1254 when the
university was granted
a charter by King
Alfonso X of Castile.
Its immense antique
reading room features
remnants of a fading
astronomical ceiling
fresco, The Sky of
Salamanca, painted by
Fernando Gallego in
1473.

AL Direct, July 18, 2012

Gaming Day to be an even bigger event this year. We have a new
name, International Games Day @ your library, and a new date (the
first Saturday of each November). This year’s celebration of
communities coming together to play at the library will take place on
November 3 and will include our traditional board game donation and
national video game tournaments. Registration is now open.” The
official sponsors are PopCap, Ravensburger, and GameTable Online....
International Games Day @ your library, July 13

Facilitate democracy @ your
library

Jazzy Wright writes: “As a part of our
commitment to democracy, we encourage librarians to use their
library’s website to promote Vote 411, a new tool the League of
Women Voters provides that helps people register to vote and offers
information on voting requirements and state deadlines. ALA’s support
of Vote 411 comes off the heels of Council’s unanimous passage of
the resolution opposing voter suppression at the recent 2012 ALA
Annual Conference in Anaheim.”...
District Dispatch, July 13

How to get decision makers into your library

With the last three months of the election season around the corner,
now is the time to press legislators, administrators, school board
members—in fact, anyone you can think of—to visit your library.
Register for the free July 24 webinar “They’ve Got to See It to Believe
It” to learn the secret strategies for getting decision makers in the
door, and eventually agreeing with you....
District Dispatch, July 17

The book as an iPad app

Some publishers are experimenting with a new kind of
book, published as an app, that mixes elements of
film, videogames, and social media with traditional
text. Challenging the notion of what a book is, this
hybrid offers librarians new opportunities in evaluation,
selection, and services. Panelists led by Nicole Hennig
(right) will hold a free webinar on the topic,
“Introducing the Book as iPad App,” at 2 p.m. Eastern time on July
23. Registration is now open....
ALA TechSource, July 17

“Using Drupal” returns

By popular demand, a new session of the facilitated six-week ecourse, “Using Drupal to Build Library Websites,” will start on
September 4. Former American Libraries Associate Editor Sean
Fitzpatrick will once again serve as the instructor. Registration is
open....
ALA Editions, July 17

Rock Bottom Remainders fan in Entertainment
Weekly

Tricia B. Jauquet, technical services librarian at Purdue University
North Central in Westville, Indiana, had her letter published in the
July 20 Entertainment Weekly praising the Rock Bottom Remainders
Spectrum Scholarship Bash concert at ALA Annual Conference in
Anaheim: “Who knew that these authors could rock so hard and have
so much fun doing it? Amy Tan in a dominatrix outfit is something I’ll
remember for the rest of my life.”...
Entertainment Weekly, July 6, 20
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Yuso Monastic
Library, San Millán de
la Cogolla, Spain. This
17th-century library
holds a facsimile of
the Glosas
Emilianenses, marginal
commentaries by a
10th-century monk in
three languages—
simplified Latin,
medieval NavarroAragonese, and
medieval Basque—
earning the monastery
its title of the
birthplace of the
Spanish language. The
original document has
since moved to the
Real Academia de la
Historia in Madrid.
This AL Direct feature
showcases 250 libraries
around the world that are
notable for their exquisite
architecture, historic
collections, and innovative
services. If you find yourself
on vacation near one of
them, be sure to stop by for
a visit. Some will be featured
in The Whole Library
Handbook 5, edited by
George M. Eberhart, which is
scheduled for publication in
2013 by ALA Editions. There
is also a Great Libraries of
the World Pinterest board.
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The role of faculty in teaching research
processes

Teaching Research Processes: The Faculty Role in the
Development of Skilled Student Researchers, published
by Chandos Publishing and available through NealSchuman Publishers, suggests a novel approach in
which information literacy can fall within the purview
of teaching faculty, supported by librarians, and
reconceived as a set of research processes. Author
William B. Badke points the way toward transforming education into
an interactive practice involving the core research tasks of subject
disciplines....
ALA Neal-Schuman, July 16

Ethical behavior in the e-classroom

Ethical Behavior in the E-Classroom: What the Online
Student Needs to Know is an important new guide for
distance-education students in higher education. Author
Cassandra J. Smith addresses pertinent topics for adult
students striving to meet their personal goals in the
online learning environment. Ethics in general, ethical
behavior specific to online classrooms, and what makes
a successful online learner are among the themes
explored. The book offers numerous real-life examples of ethical
dilemmas, and also includes a practice exam....
ALA Neal-Schuman, July 17

Career Leads
from

Children’s Librarian,
New Albany–Floyd
County Public Library,
New Albany, Indiana. If
you are: excited to
work with children from
birth through 5th grade
and their caregivers;
comfortable with
technology; familiar
with children’s
literature, from classics
to the latest trends;
knowledgeable about
early literacy skills; and
bursting with children’s
program ideas—we are
looking for you!...

Go back to the Top

@

More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week
Featured review: Adult crime
fiction

Unger, Lisa. Heartbroken. June 2012. 384p.
Crown, hardcover (978-0-307-46520-7).
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Putting the thrill in thriller, Unger is back to
the excellent form of her first two novels in
this half family saga (part 1) and half highadrenaline thriller (part 2). Kate, mother of
two, understands just how lucky she is to
have met and married Sean, a real-estate
agent with a big heart and a large capacity for love. These
qualities were sorely missing in her first marriage, let alone in
her upbringing, led by her cold and judgmental mother, Birdie
Burke. Emily is a young woman just starting out, but it seems
she’s destined to make bad decisions. Her boyfriend, Dean,
had shown such promise—handsome, good construction job,
dreams for their future—but has since lost his job and now
mixes with a bad crowd. What joins these two apparently
unrelated stories is the mysterious Heart Island, a small,
private enclave is both beloved and feared....

Hostile questions: Lisa Unger

Daniel Kraus writes: “Always on the lookout
for a way to take my interviewees down a
peg or two, I began shuffling through the
thick résumé of Lisa Unger. Eleven novels?
International bestseller status?! Beloved by
critics and readers alike?!? How do I combat
all that? Fear not, gentle reader. For there is
always the humiliation of masterfully
executed RHYME. [Clears throat, adjusts
monocle.] Just who do you think you are?” Unger responds:
“Honestly, I am just a girl who never wanted to do anything
else but write. Luckily, my mother was a librarian from whom
I inherited my love of story.”...

Where’s my Booklist,
1915

Larry Nix writes: “Ervin Szabó
(1877–1918) was Hungary’s
most famous librarian. He was
the first director of the
Municipal Library in Budapest,
which is now the Metropolitan
Ervin Szabó Library. I recently
acquired a government-issued postcard from Hungary that was
mailed on July 12, 1915, to the ALA Publishing Board. It
indicates that a recent issue of Booklist for 1915 ‘has not
come to hand.’ ALA began publishing Booklist in 1905.”...
Library History Buff Blog, July 13

@

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
Go back to the Top

Division News

The Frashers Fotos
Picture Postcard
Digital Collection at
the Pomona (Calif.)
Public Library is a
selection of some
5,000 representative
images from the
library’s holdings of
postcards published by
Burton Frasher Sr.
(1888–1955). A
substantial portion of
the collection consists
of “Main Street” views
of small southwestern
towns and ghost towns
that no longer exist or
have changed
dramatically since they
were first
photographed. For
instance, the former
gold-mining town of
Bodie, California, now
a state historic park,
was a favorite subject
for Frasher. His 1927
photos of the deserted
town document
buildings and
structures that were
mostly destroyed by
fire in 1932. The
collection also includes
thousands of scenic
views of the
Southwest’s most
imposing natural
areas, including Bryce
and Zion Canyons in
Utah, Rocky Mountain
National Park in
Colorado, Carlsbad
Caverns in New
Mexico, the Grand
Canyon in Arizona,
Yosemite National
Park, and most
notably, Death Valley
in California.
Do you know of a digital
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AASL seeks concurrent sessions for Hartford

AASL invites proposals for concurrent sessions to be presented during
its 16th National Conference and Exhibition in Hartford, Connecticut.
Concurrent sessions will be held November 15–16, 2013. The
submission deadline is November 9, 2012. Concurrent sessions during
the conference are 75 minutes in length. Proposals should focus on
one of the content strands....

library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site, Check out
our Featured Digital
Libraries Pinterest board.

AASL, July 16

New School Library Research articles

Three new research articles covering the process of
teacher/school librarian collaboration, the role of the
school librarian as a leader in technology integration,
and the function of school librarians in Response to
Intervention (RtI) are now available online as part of
AASL’s online journal, School Library Research. The
articles are by Sue Kimmel, Melissa Johnston, and Jennifer Robins and
Patricia Antrim....
AASL, July 16

Cherokee romanization table
adopted

The ALCTS Committee on Cataloging:
Description and Access recently reviewed
and approved a proposal from the Library of
Congress for a new Cherokee romanization table. It has been
subsequently approved by the Cherokee Tri-Council meeting in
Cherokee, North Carolina. This is the first ALA-LC romanization table
for a Native American syllabary. The table is now available for
downloading (PDF file) from the ALA-LC Romanization Tables
webpage....
Catalogablog, July 17

Get practical tips about entry-level interviews

While there is a lot of information out there about how to write a
good résumé and cover letter, there is much less on how to do well in
an interview, especially advice written since the recession started.
LLAMA will address the issue in a free webinar, “How to Succeed in
an Entry-Level Librarian Interview: Research and Experience-Based
Tips,” from 1:30 to 3 p.m. Central time on July 25. Registration is
required....
LLAMA, July 17

Go back to the Top

Awards & Grants
Hackley Public Library dedicated
as a Literary Landmark

ALTAFF partnered with Friends of the Hackley
Public Library on June 12 to dedicate Hackley
Public Library in Muskegon, Michigan, as a
Literary Landmark in honor of award-winning
children’s author and storyteller Verna
Aardema (1911–2000). More than 220 people attended the
dedication, held in the Muskegon Museum of Art auditorium. Aardema
credited Hackley librarians for their invaluable help in research and
worked so closely with them that she called the library “home.”...
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Noted and
Quoted
“Librarians are huge,
quasi-intelligent
creatures so named
by the Metro
dwellers due to their
habitat—the Moscow
State Library. Only
encountered later in
the game, they are
some of the most
powerful and
frightening enemies
Artyom will have to
face. Fortunately,
only a few of them
are encountered, and
only in the Library.
Librarians are much
less deformed than
other mutants of the
Metro, resembling
ordinary gorillas in
both posture and
overall physical
appearance, though
they are much larger
and have longer and
thinner arms.”
—Description of the Librarian
characters in the Metro 2033
video game, Metro Wiki.

“A day spent with
librarians is a better
day for everyone! :)
#alavc12.”
—Tweet from Jennifer Hrusch
during the ALA Virtual
Conference, July 18–19.

@

More quotes...
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ALTAFF, July 13

Awards season opens for AASL

AASL’s prestigious awards program will offer more than $50,000 in
awards to its members in 2013. The division’s 10 awards recognize
excellence and showcase best practices in the school library field in
categories that include research, collaboration, leadership, and
innovation. AASL personal members are required to fill out
applications using the online awards database. The deadline for most
awards and grants is February 1, 2013....

How to Get a Great Job:
Telephone Interviews

AASL, July 17

Nominate your Día for a Mora Award

If your school or library hosted a celebration of El día de los niños / El
día de los libros (Children’s Day/Book Day) this year, consider
nominating it for Reforma’s 2012 Estela and Raúl Mora Award. The
deadline to apply (PDF file) is August 15. The annual $1,000 award
goes to the most exemplary program celebrating Día....
Reforma

YALS wins fifth Apex Award

Communications Concepts honored Young Adult
Library Services (YALS), YALSA’s quarterly journal,
with its fifth APEX Award for Publication Excellence.
YALS was recognized in the category of print journals
and magazines that are more than 32 pages. The
journal won for the Winter 2012 issue, which
focused on Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Math (STEM) content in libraries. Megan Honig edited
the issue....
YALSA, July 13

Transforming Collections microgrants awarded

The first-ever Transforming Collections microgrants of $1,500 each
have been awarded to the University of Maryland Baltimore County
Library and the University of Maryland Health Sciences and Human
Services Library. ALCTS established the annual microgrants to support
and encourage innovative practices, emerging technologies, and
innovation in collections by aiding small projects or research initiatives
that support transforming collections....

'There's No Crying in
Baseball!'-- History of
Women's Baseball
National Postal Museum's
'Systems at Work' Exhibit
Tells Us How the Mail Gets
to Your House
Hunger in America:
Lakeview Pantry Provides
Food for Today, Hope for
Tomorrow
'It's Only Rock and Roll but
I like It:' Rolling Stones
Turn Fifty
Lindsey Leavitt: 'I am a
writer because of the
librarian'

Join Us on Facebook
Subscribe to our
Newsletter

ALCTS, July 17

P21 recognizes five states

The Partnership for 21st Century Skills (P21) met in Coeur d’Alene,
Idaho, July 14–17 for its summer institute and honored five states in
implementing a comprehensive 21st-century skills framework. The
awardees were Kansas, Kentucky, North Carolina, Vermont, and
Wisconsin....
Partnership for 21st Century Skills, July 13

UBorrow wins 2012 Innovation
Award

The Rethinking Resource Sharing Initiative has announced that the
winner of its 2012 Innovation Award is UBorrow, a project of the
Committee on Institutional Cooperation. The award comes with a
$1,000 stipend and honors individuals or institutions for changes they
have made to improve users’ access to information through resource
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Calendar
July 26–29:

San Francisco
International Poetry
Festival. Takes place
at several venues in
San Francisco.

Aug. 12–16:
Association for
Computing
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sharing in their library, consortium, state, or country. UBorrow offers
rapid access to over 90 million books from the collections of 13
university libraries in the Midwest and the Center for Research
Libraries....
CIC News, June 20

Federal school literacy grants available

The application filing period for Innovative Approaches to Literacy
Program school literacy grants is now open, the Department of
Education announced July 13. ALA encourages school librarians to
apply for the program grants, which can range from $150,000 to
$750,000. The deadline to apply for the grant funding is August 10.
At least 50% of the $28.6 million in funding is designated for school
librarians. AASL has some application advice....
ALA Washington Office, July 13; AASL Blog, July 15

Better World Books awards LEAP literacy grants

Online bookseller Better World Books announced the recipients of its
2012 LEAP (Learning and Education in Action Program) grants on July
13. This year, $60,000 will go to five nonprofits and libraries that
support literacy and education: the Santi School Project, Las Manos
de Christine, Cuyahoga County (Ohio) Public Library, READ Bhutan,
and Niles (Ill.) District Library....
Better World Books, July 13

2012 International Thriller Writers
Awards

Keir Graff writes: “The 2012 Thriller Awards were
announced at the ThrillerFest ‘gala awards banquet’ in
New York City July 14. The awards for best hardcover
novel went to 11/22/63 (Scribner) by Stephen King,
best paperback original to The Last Minute (Sphere) by
Jeff Abbott, and best first novel to Spiral (Dial) by Paul
McEuen. According to the Booklist reviews, Spiral may
have been the best of the lot.”...
Booklist Online: Likely Stories, July 16

2012 Prometheus Awards

The Libertarian Futurist Society announced a tie for its
Prometheus Award in the Best Novel category. The
two winners are The Freedom Maze (Small Beer Press)
by Delia Sherman and Ready Player One (Random
House) by Ernest Cline. The Prometheus Awards honor
outstanding science fiction and fantasy that explores
the possibilities of a free future, champions human
rights, dramatizes the conflicts between individuals
and government, or critiques the tragic consequences
of abuse of power....
Libertarian Futurist Society, July 13

2012 Wales Book of the Year Award

Poet Patrick McGuinness has been named winner of
the 2012 Wales Book of the Year Award for his debut
novel, The Last Hundred Days. Set in Bucharest,
Romania, in 1989, the novel takes readers into a
world of danger, repression, and corruption. While
McGuinness won best novel in the English-language
category, Richard Gwyn won the creative nonfiction
award with his memoir, The Vagabond’s Breakfast, an
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Machinery, Special
Interest Group on
Information Retrieval,
Conference, Marriott
Downtown Waterfront
Hotel, Portland,
Oregon.

Aug. 23–26:

International Board
on Books for Young
People, 33rd
International Congress,
Imperial College,
London, United
Kingdom. “Crossing
Boundaries:
Translations and
Migrations.”

Aug. 31–
Sept. 2:

Decatur Book
Festival, Schwartz
Center for Performing
Arts, Decatur, Georgia.
“Bookzilla.”

Sept. 13–14:

Northwest
Interlibrary Loan
and Resource
Sharing Conference,
Portland Community
College, Sylvania
Campus, Portland,
Oregon. “Delivering on
the Discovery
Expectation.”

Sept. 19–22:

North Dakota Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Best
Western Doublewood
Inn & Conference
Center, Fargo. “Finding
Your Voice.”

Sept. 19–23:

Joint Conference of
Librarians of Color,
Crown Center, Kansas
City, Missouri.
“Gathering at the
Waters: Celebrating
Stories, Embracing
Communities.”
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account of his lost year of addiction and reckless
travel....
Cardiff (Wales) Western Mail, July 12

Go back to the Top

Libraries in the News
Maker station in Allen County
library parking lot

Melissa Renner writes: “A collaboration
between the Allen County Public Library in
Fort Wayne, Indiana, and a local nonprofit
called TekVenture has created a hub of
awesome for local makers called the
TekVenture Maker Station. This 50-foot trailer is packed with the
kinds of tools that makers can’t wait to get their hands on: a CNC
Milling Machine, Metal Lathe, a Thing-O-Matic 3D Printer, an Egg-Bot,
a CNC Router, tools for welding, an injection molder, and laptops to
program everything a maker could imagine.”...
Boing Boing, July 11

Chicago libraries to reopen Monday mornings

Mayor Rahm Emanuel announced July 16 that the Chicago Public
Library will return to full-day service in all 76 of its neighborhood
branches on Mondays this fall after the city hires back 105 lowerwage library pages to replace librarians at the branches. Due to
budget cuts, Chicago’s branches were scheduled to be closed for four
hours on Monday mornings during the school year. Emanuel and
Library Commissioner Brian Bannon said the department will adopt a
“flexible staffing plan” to allow full-day service on Mondays without
additional cost....
Chicago Tribune, July 16

Utah school librarians might get IF
training

The Davis (Utah) School District is considering
intellectual freedom training for librarians in the
wake of a recent decision to remove In Our Mothers’
House by Patricia Polacco, a book about lesbian
mothers, from shelves of elementary school
libraries. The district’s library media steering
committee met July 12 and briefly discussed the
option of training sponsored by the Utah Library Association that
covers topics on intellectual freedom issues, including policy creation
and how to handle challenges that seek to ban books....
Salt Lake Tribune, July 13

Algiers opens new regional
library

For nearly seven years since Hurricane
Katrina, the children of Algiers, Louisiana,
haven’t had a full-service library. But that
chapter closed with the grand opening July
11 of the new two-story, $9.2-million
Algiers Regional, the biggest and most expensive branch library in
New Orleans. Irvin Mayfield, chairman of the board for the New
Orleans Public Library, said he knew that at times it was hard for

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2012/july/071812-2.htm[7/17/2014 10:48:14 AM]

Sept. 21:

Eastern Great Lakes
Innovative Users
Group, Akron-Summit
County (Ohio) Public
Library.

Sept. 24:

National Information
Standards
Organization, Forum,
Brown Palace Hotel
and Spa, Denver.
“Tracking It Back to
the Source: Managing
and Citing Research
Data.”

Sept. 26–29:

Wyoming Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Parkway
Plaza Hotel and
Convention Centre,
Casper. “Celebrate Our
Past—Create Our
Future.”

Oct. 12–14:

Sheboygan
Children’s Book
Festival, Mead Public
Library, John Michael
Kohler Arts Center,
and Bookworm
Gardens, Sheboygan,
Wisconsin. “Shared
Stories. Shared
Worlds.”

Oct. 22–24:

Internet Librarian
2012, Monterey
(Calif.) Conference
Center.

Nov. 6–9:

Michigan Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Dearborn.
“Loud Librarian!
Defining Ourselves and
Our Profession.”

@

More...
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Algiers to be patient as it waited on its library, “but that patience has
paid off.”...
New Orleans Times-Picayune, July 15

Contact Us

American Libraries
Direct

Bedbugs force closure of Tulsa
Central Library

The discovery of bedbugs at the
downtown Tulsa (Okla.) City-County
Library forced officials to close the
building July 17 and call an exterminator
to assess if the pests had spread beyond
a few chairs where they were found. The
building will be closed until further notice. Oklahoma’s only bedbugsniffing dog, Ms. Liberty Belle, traveled to Tulsa from Norman on July
18 to determine just how widespread the bedbugs are....

AL Direct is a free electronic
newsletter emailed every
Wednesday to personal
members of the American
Library Association and
subscribers.

Tulsa (Okla.) World, July 18; KJRH-TV, Tulsa, July 18

Library’s name not an issue to be exploited

Vanzetta Penn McPherson writes: “During the past few days, doors
have been swinging wildly around one simple, harmless, and
eminently appropriate decision: The renaming of the Rosa Parks
Avenue branch of the Montgomery (Ala.) Public Library in honor of
Bertha Pleasant Williams, the first black public librarian in Montgomery
and the beloved custodian of that very building during the nine years
after its opening. Opposition to that decision has been baseless and
yes, opportunistic.” The city council approved the plan to change the
name on July 18, but Rosa Parks’s name will be kept on the sign....

George M. Eberhart,
Editor:
geberhart@ala.org

Beverly Goldberg,
Senior Editor:
bgoldberg@ala.org

Montgomery (Ala.) Advertiser, July 17; Associated Press, July 18

Penn library preserves
endangered languages

About half of the world’s 7,000 languages
are threatened with extinction by the year
2100, so the University of Pennsylvania
Libraries is collaborating with Google and
other organizations to preserve them in the
Endangered Languages Project. The initiative uses technology to
support both language documentation and revitalization efforts. David
McKnight, director of the Rare Books and Manuscripts Library, and
Penn Museum librarian John Weeks contributed most of Penn’s rare
Berendt-Brinton manuscript collection that documents more than 40
Mexican and Central American languages....

Sanhita SinhaRoy,
Managing Editor,
American Libraries:
ssinharoy@ala.org

Laurie D. Borman,
Editor and Publisher,
American Libraries:
lborman@ala.org

The Daily Pennsylvanian, July 11

Jennifer Henderson,
Contributing Researcher

Google donates computers to Vermont libraries

To advertise in American
Libraries Direct, contact:

Google has donated 100 computers and funding for software to
Vermont public libraries and adult education sites. Vermont State
Librarian Martha Reid announced the gift, which is valued at nearly
$25,000 combined. The donation, part of a larger effort by Google to
donate surplus equipment from their offices, includes desktop
computers, flat-screen monitors, keyboards, and mice, all completely
refurbished and loaded with the latest software operating systems....

Doug Lewis:
dglewis@ala.org

Vermont Business News, July 16

Downsized library for the blind to
boost service

Traverse Area (Mich.) District Library will
downsize its library for the blind and physically
handicapped to save $45,000 a year, but officials
contend the change will boost service and reach
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2012/july/071812-2.htm[7/17/2014 10:48:14 AM]
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more needy patrons. The library board held a
special meeting at its Kingsley branch to adopt a new service model
known as an Outreach and Advisory Center. The library will downsize
its service area from 16 to eight counties and eliminate most of its
audiobook holdings....
Traverse City (Mich.) Record-Eagle, July 12

New Mexico border town
considers closing its library

The city of Sunland Park, New Mexico, is
$1.1 million in debt this year and city
councilors are considering closing its
library, even though it had more than
58,000 visitors last year and it’s the only
one in southern Doña Ana County. The city’s debt was revealed in a
state audit that showed fraud, misappropriation of city funds, and
criminal violations by former elected leaders....
KFOX-TV, El Paso, Tex., July 11

Ads coming this fall to Toronto PL date-due slips

The Toronto Public Library has issued a request for proposals in
search of a company to sell ads on the back of date-due slips. A
second request for proposals seeks a consultant to “evaluate all
library channels and vehicles” for other advertising opportunities. Both
requests were approved by the library board in February. Libraries in
Mississauga and Calgary also sell date-due slip ads. The library’s
advertising policy prohibits ads promoting tobacco or alcohol products,
religious beliefs, political positions, and parties....
Toronto Star, July 16

NARA at Wikimania 2012

Archivist of the United States David S. Ferriero
writes: “On July 14 I spoke to an enthusiastic crowd
of Wikimedians at the Wikimania 2012 Conference
here in Washington. (Watch the presentation,
23:13.) Over 1,400 people from 87 countries came
together to talk, hack, and share their expertise
and experiences at the week-long event. So you
may be asking why I am so interested in working
with the Wikimedia Foundation. Wikipedian in Residence Dominic
McDevitt-Parks (above) has already worked with our staff to upload
over 90,000 digital copies of our records to the Wikimedia
Commons.”...
AOTUS: Collector in Chief, July 18; YouTube, July 18

Brooklyn librarians perform in jazz
band

Six Brooklyn librarians have formed a roving
band called Lost in the Stacks, a jazz and blues
combo that plays at book festivals and branches
all over New York City. “This gives the people
another image of librarians,” said the band’s
founding member, Jack McCleland, 65, the head
librarian at the main branch at Grand Army
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Plaza. Lead singer Rita Meade, 31, who works at
the New Utrecht branch on 86th Street, said librarians are more
artistic than people think....
New York Daily News, July 11

NYPL displays the fine art of lunch

The New York Public Library is deconstructing
the ritual of lunch in a surprisingly engaging
new exhibit titled “Lunch Hour NYC.” It runs
through February 17. The exhibit looks at
lunch from both a highbrow and lowbrow
perspective. It’s divided into four sections:
quick lunch, lunch at home, charitable lunch,
and power lunch. Co-curators Rebecca
Federman and Laura Shapiro got the idea through their desire to
explore New York’s love affair with food. Watch the trailer (2:14)....
The Improper: Arts, July 14; YouTube, June 11

Mobile art comes to DCPL branch

20 Washington, D.C.–area students spent two weeks helping to create
nine mobile art projects through the National Gallery of Art’s High
School Summer Institute. This year, the students’ artwork will hang in
the Northwest One branch of the District of Columbia Public Library—a
space that has had no art since it opened in 2009. It’s the first public
library to partner with the gallery’s institute....
Washington Post, July 10

Earliest Georgia film footage
found

Archivists at the University of Georgia
believe they have found the earliest movie
footage shot in the state, part of a
collection of home movies and other films
that belonged to the wealthy owners of a
Thomasville plantation. Now transferred to
digital format, the short movie from around 1917 shows members of
the Howard Melville Hanna family of Cleveland, Ohio, frolicking at
Pebble Hill Plantation. Film Archivist Margie Compton has posted a clip
(2:21) from the movie on YouTube....
Athens (Ga.) Banner-Herald, July 13; YouTube, July 9

Florida Atlantic shares resources
with Nigeria

Florida Atlantic University Libraries have
signed an agreement to share copies of their
articles and documents with the American
University of Nigeria Library (right). The
Nigerian university, which serves about 1,400
students and 100 faculty members in the farming town of Yola, is
struggling to develop research and teaching programs. The agreement
allows them to request up to 30 electronic photocopies of periodicals,
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conference papers, government documents, and other materials each
month through interlibrary loan....
Fort Lauderdale South Florida Times, July 12

Lost Vivaldi manuscript turns up in Turin

In a development described by music experts as “a bombshell in the
world of Baroque opera,” a new version of Antonio Vivaldi’s opera
Orlando Furioso has been discovered, 270 years after his death. The
manuscript has been dated to 1714, 13 years before Vivaldi composed
his later masterpiece. Found in the Biblioteca Nazionale in Turin in
Vivaldi’s personal library, the manuscript contains as many as 20 new
arias, never heard before. It had somehow been cataloged as a
revision of an existing Orlando Furioso by a young Bolognese
composer, Giovanni Alberto Ristori....
The Guardian (UK), July 14

Go back to the Top

Issues
That’s no phone; that’s my tracker

Peter Maass and Meghra Rajagopalan write: “The device in your purse
or jeans that you think is a cellphone—guess again. It is a tracking
device that happens to make calls. Let’s stop calling them phones.
They are trackers. It appears that millions of cellphone users have
been swept up in government surveillance of their calls and where
they made them from. Many police agencies don’t obtain search
warrants when requesting location data from carriers.”...
New York Times Sunday Review, July 13; ProPublica, July 11

Quiet makes a comeback in academic
libraries

Jennifer Howard writes: “The buzzing of
smartphones, the clacking of computer keys, the
chatter of study groups: Academic libraries aren’t the
quiet temples to scholarship they used to be.
Personal portable technology takes some of the
blame. So does the current pedagogical emphasis on
group work. Library quiet is making a comeback,
though, in part because students themselves are
asking for it.”...
Chronicle of Higher Education, July 16

You cannot do more with less

Bobbi Newman writes: “Doing more with less is a bad joke on people
who have made a living making something from nothing. Libraries
and librarians need to stop saying we can do more with less. We
can’t. We can do less with less. Despite our ‘smile and make the best
of it’ attitude, the hard truth is that less for us means less for our
communities—and they deserve more.”...
Librarian by Day, July 18

Why you need your school librarian

Kimberly Shearer writes: “Think about the Common Core Standards.
These standards emphasize 21st-century skills and require our
students to be able to collaborate with others. They require our
students to be able to locate and evaluate sources using technology.
And they require our students to be able to share information and to
build their own arguments while considering things such as audience,
purpose, and language. The good news? We have our school
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librarians to help. Here’s why you need your school librarian now
more than ever.” Some more librarian inspiration from Julie Greller is
here....
Kentucky Teacher, July 12; A Media Specialist’s Guide to the Internet, July 1

UK and EC back open access by 2014

Kent Anderson writes: “In a move suggesting considerable
coordination, the European Commission has announced its
support for open access publishing solutions for all its
member states. The statement, coming fast on the heels
of a nearly identical mandate from the UK, is only a
statement, unlike the RCUK policy that was announced
earlier this week. However, it mirrors the UK statement in
many specifics, including proposed embargo times for various types of
research.” SPARC Europe offers some perspective....
The Scholarly Kitchen, July 17; Nature News Blog, July 16–17; SPARC Europe, July 11

Canada looks to archive social media

In an attempt to bring retrieval of all things Canadian to modern
times, Library and Archives Canada is looking for a way to archive
tweets, blogs, and other online documents. But it’s a difficult task.
“Any kind of historical record would be entirely incomplete without
having some record of YouTube or the blogosphere or Twitter,” Greg
Elmer, director of the Centre for the Study of Social Media at Ryerson
University in Toronto, said....
Vancouver (B.C.) Sun, July 13

Go back to the Top

Tech Talk
Android app makes smartphones
accessible to impaired users

Andrea Smith writes: “Thanks to a man who is
visually impaired himself, there’s an Android app that
will turn a regular smartphone into a powerful tool for
blind users. Roger Wilson-Hinds, director and
cofounder of Screenreader, built the app, called
Georgie, specifically to help blind users navigate dayto-day obstacles like catching a bus, reading printed text, and
knowing exactly where they are at all times. Users can buy an
Android smartphone preloaded with the Georgie software from Sight
and Sound Technology.”...
Mashable, July 17

AT&T vs. Verizon: Which shared data plan is better?

Alex Colon writes: “One month after Verizon unveiled its Share
Everything data plans, AT&T has taken the wraps off its new Mobile
Share plans, available in August. The general idea behind each of
these two plans is the same: The more data you share, the less
money it costs. So which one is the better deal? We compare the two
to find out.”...
PC Magazine, June 12, July 18

Looking for a laptop? What you
need to know

Sam Grobart writes: “For most of us,
worrying about processor speed, amount of
memory, or the brand and the model of
graphics card is a waste of time. You want a
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portable computer to get you online, and to
allow you to watch some movies, answer some emails, and work on a
document, spreadsheet, or PowerPoint presentation. So here’s a guide
to help you figure out what’s worth paying attention to and what you
can skip.”...
New York Times, July 11

3D printers in the academic library

Lisa Kurt and Tod Colegrove write: “The
DeLaMare Science and Engineering Library at
the University of Nevada, Reno, recently
added two 3D printers, along with a 3D
scanner and supporting software, to its
collection. In the spirit of sharing the
tremendous excitement involved in providing a 3D printer to our
community, we hope our successful experience may be of use to
others as you make the case for your own library. We’ll cover the
opportunities libraries can embrace with the potential 3D printing
brings.”...
ACRL Tech Connect, July 17

Self-publishing reaps profits for
university bookstore

When the University of Arizona installed an
Espresso Book Machine in its bookstore, staff
expected to use it mainly for custom course
materials. However, since installing it in
2009, about half the revenue generated with
the EBM has come from self-publishing. The
bookstore prints hundreds or thousands of textbooks on the machine,
so the usage by self-published authors is significant. Many are from
outside the college community, referred from internet searches for
self-publishing options....
edcetera, July 12

Make your Mac sound like a
typewriter

Jason Boog writes: “Do you miss the
magical and musical clack of typewriter
keys? Now you can make your Macintosh
laptop or desktop computer clang like a
typewriter with a free app. Artist and
designer Theo Watson created Noisy Typer,
which runs in the background. Key sounds include: letter keys,
spacebar, backspace, carriage return, and scroll up and down.” Watch
(and listen to) the video (2:43)....
AppNewser, July 16; F.A.T., July 12; Vimeo, July 12

Resources for learning HTML

Richard Byrne writes: “Using a WYSIWYG
platform like Blogger or Google Sites to create
a blog or website is more than adequate for
most teachers and students. But at some point you might want to
know how to write and edit HTML yourself. Here are three resources
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that you can use to teach and learn. The instructions are clear enough
that middle school students can use them on their own too.”...
Free Technology for Teachers, July 14

Go back to the Top

E-Content
The real truth about ebook purchases

Christopher Harris writes: “How many books are on your ‘to read’ list
right now? 10? 20? More? The real truth about ebook purchasing
(really about any content acquisition these days) is that we are so
overwhelmed by choices that our ‘to be experienced’ list is already
quite overwhelmed. That doesn’t even take into account the revisiting
of older content. So when publishers threaten to withhold ebook
versions of new releases for a few months, who is it really hurting?”...
AL: E-Content, July 17

Is a “revolutionary” Nook
tablet about to debut?

David Carnoy writes: “We are getting
word from a credible source that Barnes & Noble is set to bring out a
new 7-inch tablet that features ‘revolutionary screen technology.’ It’s
unclear whether the new model will be any thinner, but the source
indicated that it would be lighter and that B&N will continue to focus
on the reading experience, adding new features related to that
mission.” In the meantime, B&N has launched Nook for Web, an
HTML5-based reading app that works on most major web browsers
but may come with its own gotcha....
CNET Reviews, July 17; The Digital Reader, July 17

Senator asks DOJ to drop the Big Six
lawsuit

Sen. Charles Schumer (D-N.Y., right) writes: “Recently
the Department of Justice filed suit against Apple and
major publishers, alleging that they colluded to raise
prices in the digital books market. While the claim
sounds plausible on its face, the suit could wipe out the
publishing industry as we know it, making it much
harder for young authors to get published. The suit will restore
Amazon to the dominant position atop the ebooks market, and
consumers will be forced to accept whatever prices Amazon sets.”...
Wall Street Journal, July 17

Replacing ebook ILL with temporary leases

Michael Levine-Clark writes: “Librarians need to stop trying to
recreate ILL for ebooks. Instead, we should work with publishers to
develop a model to lease ebooks temporarily. If we could do this for
less than the cost of a typical ILL transaction, we could save money
and time, getting that book to the student instantly. The major ebook
aggregators (EBL, ebrary, MyiLibrary) for academic libraries already
do this, but they only have a small portion of the books we need.”...
OUPblog, July 16

Go back to the Top

Books & Reading
Why smart women read romance novels
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Anne Browning Walker writes: “Smart girls don’t read
romance novels, I heard as a teenager. Well, I grew
up and discovered that someone lied. This stereotype
may have resulted from the enduring misconceptions
about romance novels, thanks to tropes that went out
of style nearly 30 years ago. I’ll admit this trope
sometimes creeps back in (ahem, 50 Shades of Grey),
but most romances today feature strong, smart, savvy
women. And smart romance characters attract smart
romance readers.”...
The Huffington Post, July 12

Recommended books for
Breaking Bad characters

Paul Montgomery writes: “Frequently grim,
but just as often daffy, each season of
AMC’s Breaking Bad crystallizes into pure,
novelistic TV drama. The extended cast of
characters are rarely hapless victims. They
each exhibit their own self-destructive
tendencies and bad habits. Some need guidance. Some need
nurturing. Others simply require enablement. Today let’s recommend
some books to all those shambling in the wake of Heisenberg’s
fallout.”...
Book Riot, July 17

10 fictional schools

Emily Temple writes: “We’re huge fans of the campus
novel, and today we are adding another great one to
our collection: Don Lee’s The Collective, which hits
shelves today. The novel, which follows a group of
young artists during and after college, got us thinking
about all the wonderful houses of learning from books
that we wish we could have attended—from grade
schools to high schools to college. Though The
Collective is set at a real-life school, Macalester
College, we’ve narrowed our choices to fictional schools.”...
Flavorwire, July 16

Perfume that captures the scent of
freshly printed books

Inspired by German publisher Gerhard Steidl’s
comments that his favorite scent was “a freshly
printed book,” Wallpaper magazine has launched
Paper Passion, a perfume capturing the distinct
aroma. The magazine asked Steidl to work with
avant-garde perfumer Geza Schoen to try and
bottle that scent, while Chanel creative director
Karl Lagerfeld came on board to design the
packaging and come up with the name. Extreme booklovers may also
want to acquire bookshelf wallpaper by Young & Battaglia or one of
UK artist Kyle Kirkpatrick’s carved-book landscapes....
New York Daily News, July 12; DesignYearBook, July 9; Colossal, Jan. 10

Page-turning public fountain in
Budapest

This Open Book fountain (0:13), said to be
at the end of Henszlmann Imre street in
Budapest, Hungary, is a masterfully original
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water display. Every few seconds a sheet of
water blasts forth from the book’s spine,
arcing from one side to the other and creating the illusion that an
invisible force is turning the pages of this marble tome....
Gizmodo, July 14; YouTube, July 9

Gigantic book maze in the works in
London

Want to help build an enormous maze made
entirely from books? On July 26, Brazilian
artists Marcos Saboya and Gualter Pupo will
begin constructing aMAZEme in the Clore
Ballroom at London’s Southbank Centre. They
put out a call on Craigslist for volunteer help. The maze, which will
cover more than 5,000 square feet, will be made from 250,000 books
and its walls will be 13 feet tall. The installation is part of the 12week London 2012 Festival, which showcases artists from all over the
world in conjunction with the 2012 Summer Olympics....
Inhabitat, July 17

Go back to the Top

Tips & Ideas
Get your patrons involved with
NASA’s Mars rover

On August 5/6, the biggest, heaviest, most
advanced robot ever sent to another planet
will land on Mars. NASA’s Mars Rover
Curiosity, with its onboard Mars Science
Laboratory, will spend two years on our near
neighbor, helping us to determine if Mars
has (or ever had) places suitable for life. Consider inviting your local
astronomy club or hosting a pajama landing party for your
community. You can also host programs after the event. Here are
some other resources and programming ideas....
Lunar and Planetary Institute, July 18

Ronald McDonald partners with
Philadelphia libraries

McDonald’s restaurants of the Greater Philadelphia
Region have announced the return of the Ronald
McDonald Summer Library Tour. In an effort to
address funding deficits for free libraries in the area,
Ronald McDonald will attend four area libraries to
perform his “It’s Book Time with Ronald McDonald” show and make
$1,000 donations to the children’s sections of the libraries. More than
100 libraries in the region are participating in the second annual
Ronald McDonald Summer Reading Program....
McDonald’s of the Greater Philadelphia Region, July 16

Robbins Library to get A/C

William Leonard Public Library director
Priscilla Coatney (right) said two
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companies have reached out to offer a
helping hand in replacing the stolen air
conditioner unit and a second unit
vandalized in early July on the roof of the
library in Robbins, Illinois. DM Dykstra has
partnered with Carrier Comfort 24-7 to cover the cost of the new unit,
installation, parts, and disposal of the vandalized unit. The library is a
community hub for internet access, children’s summer programs, and
a cooling center for those sweltering in the 90°+ heat....
Chicago Tribune, July 12; WMAQ-TV, Chicago, July 16

Woody Guthrie at 100

Jeff Place (right), chief archivist at the
Smithsonian’s Center for Folklife and
Cultural Heritage is author and coproducer
of a new 150-page large-format book with
3 CDs containing 57 tracks, including
Woody’s most important recordings. It
commemorates the centennial of Woody Guthrie’s birth. Woody at 100
is full of unexpected moments, seemingly designed to compel
listeners to reassess their image of America’s best-known folk singer.
The music is drawn from the vast collection bequeathed to the
Smithsonian 25 years ago by the estate of Moses Asch, founder of
Folkways Records, the label for which Guthrie recorded much of his
best work. Watch the “making of” video (5:48)....
New York Times, July 11

Digital Preservation in a Box

Susan Manus writes: “The latest project
from the National Digital Stewardship
Alliance, Outreach Working Group, has
now reached a milestone with the public
unveiling of a new resource, Digital
Preservation in a Box. Don’t let the ‘Box’
term fool you—in keeping with the digital
preservation nature of things, this box is
a virtual one. That is, it’s essentially an online collection of resources
for the learning and teaching of digital preservation—collected,
organized, and accessible through one place.”...
The Signal: Digital Preservation, July 12

Free apps and resources for the 2012
Summer Olympics

Dianna Dilworth writes: “The Summer Olympics kick
off in just two short weeks. To help you navigate your
way through the summer games, we’ve put together
a list of four free smartphone apps that will help
guide you through all of the events. One is the Official Join In App for
the Olympic and Paralympic Games, an essential companion.” Carolyn
Mulac lists some internet venues offering other Olympics
information....
AppNewser, July 13; Booklist Online: Points of Reference, July 16

10 libraries repurposed from
unused structures
Emily Temple writes: “Last week, the
internet went crazy for an abandoned
Walmart in McAllen, Texas, that was
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recently converted into the country’s
largest single-story library. Inspired, we
went on the hunt for other libraries that were born from unused and
abandoned structures, from the large (drill halls and supermarkets) to
the small (phone booths and shipping containers).”...
Flavorwire, July 15; PSFK, June 28

Law Library of Congress turns 180

Donna Sokol writes: “On July 14, 1832, Congress
passed an act that brought the Law Library into
existence. To celebrate our 180th anniversary,
we saluted the three pillars of our organization—
the collections, the expertise, and the staff—in a
series of events on July 11. An ice cream social
brought together the almost 100 staff of the Law
Library for a sweet treat. In addition to ice cream and sorbet, we had
a chocolate replica of the US Capitol Building (above), where the Law
Library got its start.”...
In Custodia Legis, July 17

University of Texas expands its
human rights video archives

A human rights project established at the
University of Texas Libraries in Austin is now
collaborating with an international organization
that focuses on video documentation of human rights violations. The
libraries’ Human Rights Documentation Initiative will expand its
collection with source materials provided by Witness, a human-rights
group founded in 1992 by musician Peter Gabriel, to guarantee longterm preservation of and expanded access to raw footage and video
productions created by the organization and its partners....
University of Texas at Austin Libraries, July 16

How to classify science news
stories

Bonnie Swoger writes: “This summer, I
taught an introductory geology summer
school class at SUNY Geneseo. Throughout
the six-week class, I asked my students to
find a news story or blog post each week
related to some aspect of geology from credible sources. Because I
was hoping for some variety in their submissions, I asked them to
find two stories from three categories of geology-related news—one
story a week for six weeks. The students found interesting items, but
they sometimes had problems telling apart the categories I
created.”...
Scientific American: Information Culture, July 12

The librarian as project manager

Caro Pinto writes: “As libraries implement more effective discovery
layers and users come away with tens of thousands of results in mere
seconds, our role has necessarily begun to shift from information
retriever to information evaluator, arbiter, and now manager. We
collaborate more closely with our users in the research process,
helping to prepare data into management plans as part of grant
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requirements for the NSF and the NEH. Increasingly, we are
librarians, but we are also project managers.”...
Hack Library School, July 17

Using mystery for outreach and
instruction

Nicole Pagowsky writes: “The University of
Arizona library does outreach to the
community, particularly over the summer,
and we have high-school students visiting
the library for a summer workshop on
research skills. Since it’s more of a summer
camp and these are younger students, we wanted to make sure they
would have some fun and be engaged, so we are using murder
mysteries as our hands-on activity after a short instruction session to
prepare the students for detective work.”...
The Pumped Librarian, July 10

Otto Funk, Chicago book thief

David L. Hoyt writes: “Otto Funk, kleptomaniac, ‘crank, and
dynamitard,’ in the words of the Chicago Tribune, was for the year
1885 undoubtedly the best-known graduate of the University of
Chicago. Three years after his graduation in 1882, more than 2,000
books stolen from the Chicago Public Library were discovered—some
100 in Funk’s apartment in the Prairie Avenue neighborhood and the
rest in a relative’s barn in Bridgeport. The city’s chief librarian claimed
that it was the largest embezzlement of its kind in US history.”...
The Core (University of Chicago), Summer, pp. 32–33

Behind the scenes at a library
architecture photo shoot

Architectural photographer Mike Butler
went to Bogota, Colombia, in 2010 to
shoot the Virgilio Barco Public Library using
a slew of hot lights and assistants. If
you’ve ever wondered why it takes eight hours to create a single
architectural image, this video (4:56) will show you why, from the
way Butler orchestrates his shoots to the problem solving he had to
employ to overcome a few unforeseen weather issues....
Fstoppers, July 4; YouTube, Aug. 5, 2010

The evolution of PC games

From the earliest text-based adventures
to the latest modern shooters, Reverse
Enginears has created a stunning musical
composition (2:31) featuring only the
sounds and music from PC games.
Reverse Enginears is a digital creative
agency that specializes in remixes. Its
remixes have been featured in advertising campaigns for Disney,
Marvel, and GM....
The Verge, July 17; YouTube, July 17
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American Libraries Online
Have filtering rules changed?

Theresa Chmara writes: “Several libraries have
been sued recently on the grounds that their
internet filtering programs are unconstitutional,
raising questions in the library community
about whether the rules have changed about blocking software. The
short answer is no. Since the 2003 decision in United States v. ALA,
in which the Supreme Court upheld the Children’s Internet Protection
Act, federal court cases have looked at whether the implementation of
a particular library’s filtering policy is constitutional.”...
American Libraries news, July 24

Internet Librarian: Amped-up ebook
apps

Joseph Janes writes: “We’re just starting to get our
feet underneath us about what an ebook is, can be,
could be, can’t be, and so on. And then a new wrinkle
emerges: the book as app. Not an app like iBook or
OverDrive’s, which allows you to download an ebook, but a
standalone downloadable app that is a book unto itself. Penguin
(pause for hissing) is in this game, and one of its offerings is an
amplified version of Atlas Shrugged, the paean to Objectivism so
much in vogue these days.”...
American Libraries column, July/Aug.

Dispatches: A new world of data

Karen Coyle writes: “The world today is
clearly not that of our library predecessors,
of Melvil Dewey and Charles Ammi Cutter,
not even of Seymour Lubetzky or Michael
Gorman. Doubts are growing about the
ability of libraries to afford the costs of
hand-hewn bibliographic control today and
in the future. The evolution of library catalogs is dress rehearsal for
moving library data from its storage silo in library systems and
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databases to the web of linked data. Through the Semantic Web,
library data will link to other data sources in order to provide more
value and services for users.”...
American Libraries column, July/Aug.

Currents

On July 30 Melanie Lightbody (right) will become
director of libraries for the Butte County (Calif.)
Library. In August, Lon Dickerson will retire as
director of Jefferson Parish (La.) Library. Mabel
Burklow, 101, former librarian and teacher, died July
11. Burklow served as librarian at the former FlemingNeon High School in Kentucky for several years before
moving to Hazard, Kentucky, in 1953. She then became teacher and
librarian at Roy G. Eversole School in Hazard until her retirement in
1980....
American Libraries column, July
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ALA News

Tech Set series editor
Ellyssa Kroski brings
you the field’s hottest
tech gurus as they
provide practical
instructions and advice
on everything from
planning and
development to
marketing and metrics.
Each title in this
popular series is a
one-stop passport to
an emerging
technology. If you’re
ready to start creating,
collaborating,
connecting, and
communicating
through cutting-edge
tools and techniques,
you’ll want to get
primed by the next 10
books in the Tech Set.
NEW! From ALA
Neal-Schuman.

ALA, PLA presidents write to Sunland Park, New
Mexico

ALA President Maureen Sullivan and PLA President Eva Poole
distributed a joint letter July 19 to members of the Sunland Park,
New Mexico, city council to urge that it take library service off the
chopping block, as the council attempts to reduce the city’s debt.
Although the city voted on July 18 to double its property tax rate to
help close a $1.88 million shortfall, the future of the Sunland Park
Community Library is still uncertain....
PLA, July 19; Las Cruces (N.Mex.) Sun-News, July 18

ALA seeks candidates

The 2013 Nominating Committee reminds all interested ALA members
that the deadline for completing the candidate biographical form is
quickly approaching. The form will close on August 17. The committee
is soliciting nominees to run on the 2013 spring ballot. It will select
two candidates to run for president-elect, two candidates to run for
treasurer, and no fewer than 50 candidates for the 33 at-large
Council seats to be filled....

Great Libraries
of the World

Office of ALA Governance, July 20

Troy Polamalu chairs Library
Card Sign-Up Month

This September, Pittsburgh Steelers two-time
Super Bowl champion Troy Polamalu will
encourage children to get the most
important school supply of all: a library card.
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As the Honorary Chair of Library Card Signup Month, Polamalu has donated his image
to print and digital public service announcements. ALA will place the
PSAs in magazines and on websites to remind parents and educators
that a library card is a key tool in achieving academic success....
Campaign for America’s Libraries, July 23

Step Up to the Plate

Now is a great time to remind library users that there’s still time to
win a trip to the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum. As part
of the Step Up to the Plate @ your library program, a new trivia
question is posted each week. Players have one week to visit their
libraries to use the print and electronic resources to answer the
question correctly. All correct answers will be entered into a weekly
drawing for a prize pack. The program concludes September 8....
Campaign for America’s Libraries, July 24

The Victory Book Campaign

Valerie Wingfield writes: “At the end of 1941,
ALA and two other organizations, the
American Red Cross and the United Service
Organizations, formed the Victory Book
Campaign. Its goal was for the public to
donate books as reading material for soldiers
and sailors serving in the armed forces and
supplement the Army and Navy’s library service already in place. On
January 30, 1942, the Victory Book Campaign was launched (right)
on the steps of the New York Public Library.”...

housed in this library
in the northeast wing
of the Royal Palace,
which took its name in
1952 from King Gustav
VI Adolf of the House
of Bernadotte. The
library has been there
since 1768, when it
served as the de facto
National Library.
However, the royal
collections (arranged
on the shelves by
monarch rather than
subject) stayed behind
when the National
Library moved to
Humlegården in 1877.

New York Public Library Blogs, July 25

New Graphics products for fall

With more than 25 new products and the entire
backlist of available items, the latest ALA Graphics
catalog (large PDF file) is a complete resource guide.
Featuring the new Origami Yoda Poster on the cover,
the catalog showcases many popular characters on
posters and bookmarks and highlights the full range
of items libraries and schools need to welcome kids
back to class and into their local libraries....
ALA Graphics, July 20

Learn to build programs for teens

ALA Editions is offering a new facilitated eCourse,
“Collaborating with Teens to Build Better Library
Programs,” with Jennifer Velásquez (right). Only a
foundation of teen participation can build a vibrant
scene such as the one in San Antonio’s main library,
where teens use computers, listen to music, take
cooking classes, do homework, participate in book
clubs, and generally hang out. Registration for this facilitated eCourse,
which begins on September 4, can be purchased at the ALA Store....
ALA Editions, July 24

Managing reference collections: The
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Carolina Rediviva,
Uppsala, Sweden. In
1841, the 200-yearold Uppsala University
library moved into this
specially designed
building that houses 5
million books and
manuscripts. The
name was given in
remembrance of the
old Academia Carolina
building, which
functioned as
university library for
most of the 18th
century. Its treasures
include the 6thcentury Codex
Argenteus, a Gothic
translation of the four
gospels probably
written for the
Ostrogothic King
Theodoric the Great;
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fundamentals

the Cancionero de
Uppsala, a volume of
anonymous Spanish
music printed in Venice
in 1556; and the 1539
Carta Marina of Olaus
Magnus, the earliest
reasonably correct
map of Scandinavia.

ALA Editions, July 19

This AL Direct feature
showcases 250 libraries
around the world that are
notable for their exquisite
architecture, historic
collections, and innovative
services. If you find yourself
on vacation near one of
them, be sure to stop by for
a visit. Some will be featured
in The Whole Library
Handbook 5, edited by
George M. Eberhart, which is
scheduled for publication in
2013 by ALA Editions. There
is also a Great Libraries of
the World Pinterest board.

Whether a library’s reference collection is large or
small, it needs constant attention. Carol A. Singer’s
book Fundamentals of Managing Reference Collections,
published by ALA Editions, offers information and
insight on best practices for reference collection
management (no matter the size) and shows why
managing without a plan is a recipe for clutter and
confusion. Readers will learn strategies for collection maintenance,
including the all-important issue of weeding....

An all-in-one “reference reference”

As Carolyn M. Mulac writes in the introduction, her
new book intends “to present an outline of the big
picture that is reference.” Published by ALA Editions,
Fundamentals of Reference is the all-in-one
“reference reference” library professionals have been
waiting for, an invaluable resource offering a concise
introduction to sources and services for a variety of
readers. Mulac’s work is an excellent training tool for
both new and experienced library staff and will
quickly become an essential reference....
ALA Editions, July 24
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Featured review: Adult nonfiction

Barlett, Donald L., and James B. Steele. The
Betrayal of the American Dream. July 2012.
320p. PublicAffairs, hardcover (978-1-58648969-4).
Billionaire Warren Buffet famously observed
that class warfare has been going on for
decades, “and my class is winning.” Pulitzer
Prize and National Magazine Award winners
Barlett and Steele scored a bestseller
decrying such class warfare with America:
What Went Wrong? (1992). Betrayal carries their powerful
critique forward into the present. For Barlett and Steele, the
“ruling class” betraying middle-class Americans is a mix of
politicians and special interests who’ve gamed the system on
behalf of the richest Americans. Working in collaboration with
American University’s Investigation Reporting Workshop, the
authors trace the process of that betrayal from early
deregulation fever (airlines and trucking) in the 1970s through
today’s warnings of debt infernos, unaffordable entitlements,
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Research Librarian,
Harvard University,
Cambridge,
Massachusetts.
Participates in all
research, teaching, and
learning services and
initiatives, including the
development and
implementation of
library programs, online
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and the need for austerity. Expect demand....

Top 10 business books:
2012

Brad Hooper writes: “The idea that all
business books are only concerned with management and
investing is an outdated concept. Effective public speaking (As
We Speak: How to Make Your Point and Have It Stick),
protecting your child against crass commercialism (Childhood
under Siege: How Big Business Callously Targets Children),
and computer hacking (Ghost in the Wires: My Adventures as
the World’s Most Wanted Hacker) all fall within the purview of
today’s business books.”...

@

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
Go back to the Top

Division News
Nominate a curriculum-based app

learning tools, and
services in support of
teaching and learning
across the College,
Graduate School of Arts
and Sciences, and the
University. The position
collaborates with library
colleagues, teaching
faculty, teaching
fellows, and academic
administrators in order
to integrate into the
curriculum opportunities
for students to
discover, critically
evaluate, organize,
synthesize, build upon,
and ethically use
information in diverse
formats. This is a oneyear Term
Appointment....

AASL is now accepting nominations for its new Best Apps for Teaching
and Learning recognition. Nominations are being solicited for apps
that encourage student engagement in learning, reinforce innovative
teaching, and strengthen instruction, critical thinking skills, and
inquiry. Apps can be nominated via the online form on the AASL
website....
AASL, July 23

Register for WrestleMania
Reading Challenge

Registration will end July 31 for the 2012–
2013 WrestleMania Reading Challenge. This
is the ninth annual challenge, sponsored by
World Wrestling Entertainment and YALSA.
WWE will send promotional posters to all
registrants in September. Registrants can download completion
certificates, pledge forms, and other materials from YALSA and WWE
after registration closes....

@

More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week

YALSA, July 20

Summer reading program manual

Summer reading programs are in full swing across
the country—just in time for library staff to
appreciate the helpful evaluation materials in The
Complete Summer Reading Program Manual: From
Planning to Evaluation, a new book available in the
ALA Store from YALSA. Whether you’re just finishing
your first summer reading program or you think you
know all there is to know about summer reading
programs, you are sure to find helpful tools and tricks in this dynamic
new manual....
YALSA, July 24

Want to be a YA editor?

YALSA seeks a member editor for its award-winning quarterly journal,
Young Adult Library Services (YALS), and its online companion. The
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deadline for applications is August 1. The member editor will be
responsible for editorial content, including text and graphics. The
editor will be selected by October 1. The term of the appointment is
two years, beginning with work on the Winter 2013 issue. Submit a
cover letter, résumé, and samples by email....
YALSA, July 24

$5 off selected YALSA titles

Stock up on professional development this summer
with a sale on three of the best-reviewed titles from
YALSA and ALA Editions. These three titles, written by
teen services experts, offer practical guidance on all
things teen at the library, from planning to collection
building to evaluation and risk-taking. Through
September 1, use coupon code YAL12 in the ALA Store
and you can save an additional $5....
YALSA, July 24

Shake up your traditional management
thinking

On August 8, PLA will host a live, hour-long webinar,
“Are Your Mental Models of a Library Holding You
Back?” to inspire library directors, managers, and
supervisors to shake off assumptions about their
library and start thinking outside the box. Join
presenter Cheryl Gould (right) for an interactive
webinar that will highlight mental models that can inhibit growth and
new ideas in the public library world....
PLA, July 20

PLA on-demand webinars

On-demand webinars from PLA offer affordable,
anytime access to the division’s archived webinars.
Nearly 20 webinars are currently available, with
more added each month. Current topics include:
administration and leadership, adult services, advocacy and
marketing, buildings and facilities, collection development and
readers’ advisory, customer service and staff development,
technology, and youth services....
PLA, July 20

and learning at Rollins
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Noted and
Quoted

LITA offers two web courses in August

LITA is making available two web courses: “Building Web Applications
with HTML5, CSS3, and Javascript: An Introduction to HTML5,”
presented by Jason Clark of Montana State University Library, and
“Getting Started with GIS,” presented by Eva Dodsworth of the
University of Waterloo Map Library. Registration and additional
information on both courses is available on the LITA website....

LITA, July 20

Go back to the Top

Awards & Grants

—Cry for Help Ecard, June
30.

@

More quotes...

Baker & Taylor wins award for
ebook platform

Book distributor Baker & Taylor has won a
prestigious award from the National Federation

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2012/july/072512-2.htm[7/17/2014 10:48:24 AM]

The Improbable First

AL Direct, July 25, 2012

of the Blind for making ebooks available to
blind individuals through its Axis 360 digital
media platform, which includes the Blio ereader. The company
received the Dr. Jacob Bolotin Award at the NFB’s annual convention
in Dallas. Axis 360 and Blio allow patrons with reading or visual
disabilities to explore their library’s digital collection, easily find and
borrow items of interest, and have them read aloud....

Century of Cosmopolitan
Magazine

Baker & Taylor, July 25

2012 Amelia Elizabeth Walden Book
Award

The Assembly on Literature for Adolescents of the
National Council of Teachers of English has announced
Lauren Myracle’s Shine (Amulet Books) as the winner
of its 2012 Amelia Elizabeth Walden Book Award for
Young Adult Fiction. The annual award presents
$5,000 to the author of a young adult title that
demonstrates a positive approach to life, widespread
teen appeal, and literary merit....
Assembly on Literature for Adolescents, July 23

2011 Shirley Jackson Awards

The 2011 Shirley Jackson Award winners were
announced on July 15 at Readercon 23, the
Conference on Imaginative Literature, in Burlington,
Massachusetts. The winner for best novel was Witches
on the Road Tonight, by Sheri Holman (Grove Press),
and the winner for best edited anthology was Ghosts
by Gaslight, edited by Jack Dann and Nick Gevers
(Harper Voyager). The awards honor outstanding
achievement in the literature of psychological suspense, horror, and
the dark fantastic....

Nazi Persecution of
Homosexuals Subject of
Traveling Exhibit
Great Songs: 'Blue Moon of
Kentucky' and the Career of
Bill 'Father of Bluegrass'
Monroe
How to Pay for College:
Scholarships
Rachel DeWoskin: 'We need
centers of communication
and learning and reading'

Join Us on Facebook
Subscribe to our
Newsletter

Shirley Jackson Awards

2012 Miles Franklin Award

Anna Funder has won the 2012 Miles Franklin Award
for her debut novel All That I Am (Hamish Hamilton),
a fictionalized account of true events about a group of
people who resisted the rise of Hitler’s Third Reich and
its throttling of German intellectuals. The annual
award, which carries a $50,000A ($51,218 US) prize
honors the best Australian published novel or play
portraying Australian life in any of its phases....
Perth West Australian, June 26

Go back to the Top

Libraries in the News
Penn State’s Paterno Library
keeps its name

Jenna Johnson writes: “Penn State
University is in the process of stripping its
campus of reminders of former assistant
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football coach Jerry Sandusky, who was found guilty of 45 child sex
abuse charges in June, and university leaders who are accused of
covering up Sandusky’s actions. Early on July 22, a crew of workers
dismantled a statue of the late football coach Joe Paterno. And there’s
the Paterno Library, named for Joe and Sue Paterno, who led
fundraising for the construction of the nearly $14 million facility that
opened in 2000.” The university announced July 22 that Paterno’s
name would remain on the library....
Washington Post: Campus Overload, July 22; Fox News, July 22

Seaside Library changes policy
following lawsuit

Religious ceremonies may soon be held at the
Seaside (Oreg.) Public Library following a
ruling by a federal court judge over the
library’s policy prohibiting use of the library
meeting rooms for religious meetings. US
District Court Judge Michael W. Mosman ordered the library to pay
$10,500 to the Florida-based nonprofit Liberty Counsel, as well as
court and attorney fees, following his June 6 decision over a lawsuit
filed in February....
Seaside (Oreg.) Signal, July 18

Views clash on Seattle library levy

Both supporters and opponents of a Seattle library levy on the August
7 ballot agree libraries are a treasured part of the community and
deserve public support. So what’s the disagreement? Supporters say
the $123 million, seven-year levy would restore service hours, rebuild
collections, and maintain neglected buildings. Opponents say the dayto-day operations of libraries are so important that they should be
funded ahead of less important programs....
Seattle Times, July 24

Religious art taken down from Gwinnett
branch

When artist Ralph Beach first hung his art at the
Grayson branch of the Gwinnett County (Ga.) Public
Library, he was told he could keep it up until August
11. But after a complaint made by a library patron, he
was asked to take it down on July 14. Beach’s exhibit
consisted of paintings of eight well-known evangelical
preachers, including Joel Osteen (right). A library
official said that the scope of the art wasn’t realized until it was on
view to the public....
Gwinnett (Ga.) Daily Post, July 18

Acquisitions row in Frederick County

Public libraries in Frederick County, Maryland, are likely to have a new
process for making funding requests—and more oversight from the
Board of County Commissioners on what they’re buying. County
Library Director Darrell Batson is scheduled to present a plan to the
commissioners on July 26, after Commissioner Billy Shreve raised
questions at a July 12 meeting about what the county was getting for
its money. Shreve said Batson will provide quarterly updates on
purchases that county libraries make....
Gaithersburg (Md.) Gazette, July 17; Frederick (Md.) News-Post, July 13

Missouri book challenges

Getting a book removed from a public school in
Missouri is a long shot, but the odds haven’t stopped
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residents from trying. Since 2008, parents, students,
and others have tried to toss or restrict 53 books from
libraries or classrooms in school districts across the
state. Of all the books challenged, 12 were banned by
the school districts. Another 11 were removed from
required reading lists, labeled with “young adult”
stickers, or restricted in some other way. Twenty-nine
of the 53 challenges were rejected and the books stayed....
Columbia Missourian, July 18

Oct. 7–8:

Innovation in
Libraries 2012,
Columbus Metropolitan
Library Main Library,
Columbus, Ohio.
Sponsored by OCLC as
a post-LITA event.

New Orleans to have huge
culinary library

Oct. 10–14:

New Orleans Times-Picayune, July 18

Oct. 12–13:

It’s official: New Orleans will have the
largest culinary library in the South, a
partnership between the Southern Food
and Beverage Museum and the New Orleans Public Library. It is
scheduled to open in 2013 on O. C. Haley Boulevard near the
museum’s new location. The museum already has more than 9,000
volumes of cookbooks, menus, recipes, archival documents, and other
literature about food and foodways of the South that will be housed
there....

Library food for thought

The D.C. Public Library Foundation, D.C. Public Library, D.C. Hunger
Solutions, and the Office of the State Superintendent of Education are
sponsoring free meals at 11 public library branches this summer to
encourage reading. There are nearly 350 such meal sites participating
in this summer’s meal program across Washington. More than half of
the students in D.C. public or charter schools are reading below grade
level, according to an OSSE report....
Washington Post, July 22

Peering into the exquisite life of
rare books

Jennifer Schuessler writes: “On a steamy
morning in mid-July, Mark Dimunation, the
chief of the rare book and special
collections division at the Library of
Congress, was in a windowless basement
room at the University of Virginia, leading a
dozen people in a bibliophile’s version of the wave. The occasion was
just an ordinary class meeting at Rare Book School, an institution
whose football team, if it existed, might well take ‘Hypnerotomachia
Poliphili’ (the title of an erotic love poem, above, printed in Venice by
Aldus Manutius in 1499) as its official rallying cry.”...
New York Times, July 23–24

LC’s Twitter archive plan

Andrew Phelps writes: “In April 2010, the Library of Congress
announced it would preserve every public tweet for future
generations. At the time, it was 50 million tweets per day, but that
number is now 400 million daily, according to Twitter CEO Dick
Costolo. ‘The process of how to serve it out to researchers is still
being worked out, but we’re getting a lot closer,’ said LC
spokesperson Jennifer Gavin. Good librarianship, she said, moves
more slowly than Twitter.” Meanwhile, Twitter announced a new tool
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that will let users export their entire tweet history....

subscribers.

Nieman Journalism Lab, July 19; Library of Congress Blog, Apr. 14, 2010; CNET News, July
24

British Library collaborates with Qatar

More than half a million pages of historic documents
detailing Arab history and culture will be made
available online for the first time as part of the
British Library’s partnership with the Qatar
Foundation. The £8.7 million ($14 million US)
project will feature more than 500,000 documents
from the East India Company and India Office as
well as 25,000 pages of medieval Arabic
manuscripts depicting Islamic science and medicine.
The records will be fully searchable and available online for free for
the public to use....

George M. Eberhart,
Editor:
geberhart@ala.org

Beverly Goldberg,
Senior Editor:
bgoldberg@ala.org

Reuters, July 18; British Library, July 18

Beijing’s new self-service
libraries

Self-service libraries have become
increasingly popular with residents of
Beijing, China. Fifty have sprung up across
the city over the past year and 100 more
are expected to open in the coming months.
The 24-hour service allows readers to
choose from 20,000 books housed in book-vending machines
scattered across the capital. The self-service libraries are responsible
for loaning nearly 32% of all the books borrowed from public libraries
in Beijing’s Chaoyang District since they were introduced in 2011....
China Daily, July 17

Sanhita SinhaRoy,
Managing Editor,
American Libraries:
ssinharoy@ala.org

Laurie D. Borman,
Editor and Publisher,
American Libraries:
lborman@ala.org
Jennifer Henderson,
Contributing Researcher
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Issues
Congress to examine data
brokers

In a move that could lay bare the inner
workings of the consumer data
industry, eight members of Congress
have opened a sweeping investigation
into data brokers—companies that
collect, collate, analyze, and sell
billions of details annually about consumers’ offline, online, and
mobile activities. Rep. Edward J. Markey (D-Mass.) and Rep. Joe L.
Barton (R-Tex.), cochairmen of the Bipartisan Congressional Privacy
Caucus, along with six other lawmakers, sent letters of inquiry July 24
to nine leading industry players requesting extensive information
about how the companies amass, refine, sell, and share consumer
data....

To advertise in American
Libraries Direct, contact:

Doug Lewis:
dglewis@ala.org

Katie Bane:
kbane@ala.org
Send news and feedback:
aldirect@ala.org
AL Direct FAQ:
americanlibrariesmagazine
.org/aldirect

New York Times, July 24

Survey: People want control over personal data

Dan Tynan writes: “PricewaterhouseCoopers surveyed roughly 1,000
US adults on their feelings about privacy in 2012. The big picture
conclusions: People are willing to share personal information with
companies—to a point. But they draw the line when it gets too
personal. They want something in return for giving up their data. And
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they want to know exactly what data companies are collecting about
them and to have the ability to turn off the spigot, as needed.”...

every Wednesday here.

Consumer data is not for consumers

American Libraries
50 E. Huron St.
Chicago, IL 60611
800-545-2433,
ext. 4216

ITworld, July 19

Natasha Singer writes: “I recently asked to see
the information held about me by the Acxiom
Corporation, a database marketing company
that collects and sells details about consumers’ financial status,
shopping, and recreational activities to banks, retailers, auto makers,
and other businesses. But the company simply sent me a list of some
of my previous residential addresses. For a corporate client, however,
the company is able to match customers by name with, say, the
social networks or internet providers they use.”...
New York Times, July 21

Inappropriate viewing not just a problem at
libraries

The San Francisco Public Library has been stung by complaints about
the content, including explicit pornography, that some people watch in
front of others. To address the issue, the library over the last six
weeks has installed 18 computer monitors with plastic hoods so that
only the person using the computer can see what is on the screen. It
is an issue playing out not just at libraries, but in cafés and gyms, on
airplanes, trains, and highways, and just about any other place with
internet access....
New York Times, July 21

Library experts on call: A dwindling breed

Daniel Rubin writes: “Now that everyone’s an expert on fast facts, I
wonder what has become of those Free Library of Philadelphia
treasures known as the Know-It-Alls. When I last visited these
general-information specialists, in 1991, business was brisk. The
rotating staff of 14 librarians was in such demand that each caller was
limited to three questions. Today, there’s one full-fledged Know-It-All
left: Lori Morse, a librarian who runs the General Information
department.”...
Philadelphia Inquirer, July 20

Go back to the Top

Tech Talk
The joy of hackathons

Margaret Heller writes: “Hackathons—aka
hackfests, codefests, or codeathons—are time
periods dedicated to hacking on a problem, or
creating a quick and dirty technical solution.
Increasingly, hackathons are used for solving
technical problems or developing new ideas using technology in fields
such as law, public data, water supply, and making the world a better
place. Academic librarians should be thinking about hackathons for
several reasons.”...
ACRL Tech Connect, July 23

Everything you need to know
about OS X Mountain Lion

Adam Dachis writes: “OS X Mountain Lion
for the Mac is here, and there are quite a
few new features to learn all about. In this
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video (5:01), we take a look at the most
important stuff and how to use it:
Notification Center, iCloud, Notes and Reminders, Dictation, Messages,
Share Sheets, AirPlay mirroring, and security and privacy settings.”
Here are five things Mountain Lion can teach Windows 8....
Lifehacker, July 25; YouTube, July 24; PC World, July 25

How to buy an ultraportable

Joel Santo Domingo writes: “What is an
ultraportable, and how does it differ from
laptops, sleekbooks, and ultrabooks? In
general, most ultraportables weigh less than
4.5 pounds, have screens 14 inches or
smaller, use processors more powerful than
the Intel Atom, and lack optical drives.
Essentially, sleekbooks and ultrabooks are themselves subsets of
ultraportables. Once a niche player, the ultraportable is poised to
become the item people think of when they think of buying a PC.”
Here are five of the best models....
PC Magazine, July 18

Make your first mobile app a success

Aimee Fifarek and Anne Porter write: “About a year ago
we launched the Gimme Engine, a mobile web book
recommendation app, which will offer you a staffrecommended book from the Scottsdale (Ariz.) Public
Library collection, complete with summary, staff review,
and a quick link to the mobile catalog to check
availability or reserve. Since launch, our app has won a
number of awards. What’s our secret? We are happy to
share what we learned in the process.”...
ACRL Tech Connect, July 25

Google Nexus 7 tablet: Tips and
tricks

Here is a list of 40 tips, tricks, and shortcuts
for the Google Nexus 7 tablet, from basic
getting-started tips for the beginner to
hacks and ROMs for advanced users. For
example, to select text, touch and hold on a word until the highlight
and arrows pop up. Drag the arrows to the desired location and tap
copy. Then go to any text field, long-press, and select paste. Read
this review of the Google Nexus 7 by Sovan Mandal....
The Ebook Reader, July 18; Good E-Reader, July 21

Top 10 reasons why apps crash

Ray Aguilera writes: “The more we come to depend
on mobile apps for taking care of business, the
greater the need for reliability. Alas, many a user has
seen many an app crash and Murphy’s Law usually
sees to it that the timing is never good. SOASTA is
just one of several services available for developers to test their apps
under real-world and simulated conditions. Using the company’s
automated testing platform CloudTest Mobile, SOASTA has identified
what they say are the 10 most common reasons apps fail.”...
Mashable, July 20
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How to free space on a Windows drive

J. D. Biersdorfer writes: “Hard drives can fill up fast
enough with photos, videos, and music that you want
to keep, but Windows tends to accumulate system
detritus like temporary files that you can easily dump
to clear some space on your drive. In addition to
unwanted programs, checking your drive for duplicate
files (or old versions) and deleting old email attachments can also get
some space back.”...
New York Times: Gadgetwise, July 18

MakerBot branches out with
MixTape

Rich Brown writes: “MakerBot is best
known for its 3D printers. Would you have
predicted an MP3 player for its newest
product? The $25 MixTape Kit, aimed at
those who already own a 3D printer, includes the guts of a basic MP3
player. Simply print out the enclosure using the plans on MakerBot’s
Thingiverse site, plug in the electronics, and you’re ready to upload
your music.”...
CNET, July 25

What’s that white line at the
top of my HD screen?

R. Savoy has a white line along the top
of his screen and wants to know if
there’s something wrong. Geoff Morrison
helps him out: “It’s not you, and there’s
nothing wrong with your TV. It’s the
station. There are two types of programming broadcast by TV
stations: HD and upconverted SD. Your TV interprets these both as
HD, but in fact they’re radically different.”...
CNET Reviews, July 25

Go back to the Top

E-Content
The Fair Use ebook crack

Christopher Harris writes: “Stupid me, I bought the
ebooks I needed for a recent project through Apple’s
iBookstore. In this case, I believe it would be quite
legal to crack the DRM on an ebook. And so here
was my chance to stand up for my legal right to tear
down that DRM. And then I remembered. Stupid me,
I bought the books from Apple’s iBookstore and they updated their
security again. Curses, foiled again.”...
AL: E-Content, July 25

Amazon cracks down on Kindle web
browsing

Nate Hoffelder writes: “When the Kindle launched in
late 2007, it came with an experimental web browser
as well as free web browsing over the 3G
connection. As nice as that was to have, all good
things come to an end. There are reports over at
MobileRead July 24 that Amazon has imposed a 3G
bandwidth cap on some users. From what I can tell, a new 50MB
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monthly bandwidth cap was imposed at the start of July.”...
The Digital Reader, July 24

A fabulous ebook app from the
Library of Congress

The Library of Congress has released
“Words to the Wise: The Aesop’s Fables eBook,” an interactive version of the classic
Aesop tales, featuring the colorful
illustrations of artist Milo Winter. The free ebook is available on the
Library’s Read.gov website and as a free app for the iOS and Android
platforms. The ebook is a project of LC’s Center for the Book....
Library of Congress, July 25

UK wants to review ebook library lending

The UK government is preparing to announce a review of ebook
lending following calls from the opposition to move libraries “into the
21st century.” Although some UK libraries do offer ebook lending,
many do not, and publishers have been wary of making their digital
titles available for lending, meaning the range of ebooks in libraries is
often restricted....
The Guardian (UK), July 19

Privacy and e-reading: Amazon,
Nook, Kobo, and Sony

Jane Litte writes: “The following is a summary
of the data collected on ebook customers by
Amazon, BN, Kobo, and Sony. According to
the EFF charts compiled in 2010, the safest
way to read is to download books to Adobe
Digital Editions because ADE does not track your reading habits. Your
purchasing data, however, is still compiled by the various retailers.
The summary is divided by type and then by whether the retailer
collects the data.” Part 1 is here....
Dear Author, July 15, 22; Electronic Frontier Foundation, Dec. 6, 2010

Have e-readers killed the book cover?

Dena Little writes: “There is growing evidence that book covers as we
know them are dead—and e-readers have killed them. For many of
us, cover illustrations are part of our reading experience and, because
we do often judge a book by its cover, book choice. Our teen patrons
tell me that seeking digital titles for their e-readers makes them feel
out of touch with the materials, as if they are missing out on finding
a book that really suits their preferences.”...
YALSA: The Hub, July 24; Technology Review, Apr. 19; CBS News, Dec. 19, 2010
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Books & Reading
Is academic publishing on the verge of disruption?

Simon Owens writes: “About 80% of a journal publisher’s subscription
revenue comes from university libraries, and for the last decade
librarians have complained of an unsustainable rise (~7%) in journal
pricing. Librarians have been some of the loudest advocates for openaccess journals. Though they have clear financial motives, they have
been joined by many academics, along with some in the federal
government who allocate billions of dollars annually in taxpayerfunded research grants—grants that go toward the very research that
ends up published by these journals.”...
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Collection development, Comic-Con
edition

Jessica Lee writes: “Comic-Con International is not just
a comic book convention, it is a media blitz. Major
movie studios, television shows, and book publishers
convene in San Diego to create a buzz for their
upcoming projects. What is promoted at Comic-Con will
soon be heavily advertised, and your patrons will be
demanding it. So check your collections for the
following items.”...
ALA Membership Blog, July 18

Celebrating diversity with children’s
books

Tess Goldwasser writes: “I have personally
witnessed the empowering effect an affirmative
book about GLBT people can have on a questioning
young person. It says: You are not alone. There
are people like you. There are people who will
support you. And, to quote Dan Savage, Terry
Miller, and countless others, ‘It gets better.’ In that
spirit, here are few books for children that I’d like to share with you,
about how it is okay to be special.”...
ALSC Blog, July 21

Eleven thrilling books for people who
don’t read thrillers

Russ Marshalek writes: “We admit it, it’s a dirty word
to us: genre fiction. That said, when we were
breathlessly devouring Tana French’s newly released
Broken Harbor, we were struck by something: the
power of a well-written, perfectly plotted, tightly
wound literary thriller. As an entry point, we’ve
gathered some of our favorite recent literary thrillers
here, for your perusal.”...
Flavorwire, July 25

What causes “old book smell”?

Matt Soniak writes: “‘A combination of grassy
notes with a tang of acids and a hint of
vanilla over an underlying mustiness’ is how
an international team of chemists describes
the unique odor of old books in a study.
Poetic, sure, but what causes it? The
researchers tested 72 books and found some 15 compounds that
came up again and again. They were reliable markers for degradation.
These include acetic acid, benzaldehyde, butanol, furfural, octanal,
and other chemicals with funny-sounding names.”...
Mental Floss, July 19; Analytical Chemistry 83 (2011): 2371–2377

How to read a book

Cassidy Tucker (right) reads a lot. She
also makes a lot of videos, and has
gained quite a following for her fun (and
funny) YouTube book reviews. In this
video (1:41), she reveals the back,
neck, and arm aches she suffers as she
tries to discover the ideal way to read while reclining....
The Huffington Post, July 19; YouTube, June 26
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Tips & Ideas
The benefits of faculty-librarian collaborations

Andrea Gillaspy-Steinhilper writes: “Lower Columbia College libraries
in Longview, Washington, have been using an LSTA grant to integrate
librarians or library tutorials into face-to-face and online classes,
thereby offering information-literacy instruction to students without
increasing the teaching load of the discipline instructors. When
incorporated with research assignments, this instruction, along with
embedded librarians, facilitates both student learning and faculty
grading of assignments.”...
Faculty Focus, July 16

How to follow the 2012
Olympics online

Sam Laird writes: “After months and
months of anticipation by athletes and fans
alike, the 2012 Olympic Games officially
begin July 27. For most fans, however, the
world’s most global sporting event can be
tricky to catch: Many of the competitions will take place during the
workday, when posting up in front of a TV is tough. Not to worry.
Here are the best ways to access quality social and editorial content
online from now through the closing ceremony on August 12....
Mashable, July 25

Cycling for Libraries in the Baltics

Cycling for Libraries, July 28–August 7, is a
politically and economically independent
international unconference for librarians and
library lovers, and a bicycle tour. The event
supports grassroots networking,
internationalism, physical and mental well-being
of library professionals, environmental values,
and the crucial role of libraries in society and education. In August,
participants will cycle and bus 600 kilometers from Vilnius, Lithuania,
to Talinn, Estonia. Check out how University of Texas librarians April
Kessler and Karen Holt (above) are preparing for the event....
Cycling for Libraries; Librarian Lifestyle, July 23

What should job candidates wear?

Emily Weak writes: “This week we will finally address the
question that plagues interviewees everywhere, ‘should I
wear a suit?’ I really know very little about clothes, so I
asked Jill from Librarian Hire Fashion to collaborate with
me on this one. Jill found six great examples. Then we
asked people who hire librarians: Which outfit is most
appropriate to wear to an interview with your
organization? Why or why not? Please pick one for
women and one for men. Bonus question: Can you share
any funny stories about horrifying interview outfits?”...
Hiring Librarians, July 20

Research as a life skill

Jennifer LaGarde writes: “Research really is a life skill, but only if we
redefine research. Given the number of times I still see teachers or
librarians requiring 3x5 note cards and banning Wikipedia as an
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acceptable source, the more I believe that rethinking the research
process is something we need to talk about. I don’t pretend to know
all of the answers, but this is what I do know.”...
The Adventures of Library Girl, July 22

What library school taught me about genealogy

Amy Coffin writes: “Amy Johnson Crow wrote a blog post about her
job and the general perception of librarians in the genealogical public.
I share Amy’s frustration in the perceptions of librarians’ purpose and
value. Each library school graduate takes a different path to meet
different goals, but they share many of the same skill sets that are
used in various aspects of the workforce. I’m going to tell you what I
learned in library school and then you can see how it has helped me
in genealogy.”...
The We Tree Genealogy Blog, July 20; Amy’s Genealogy, etc., July 18

The fine art of being a curator

Randy Kennedy writes: “While not exactly
lucrative—the most recent snapshot by the
Bureau of Labor Statistics puts the estimated
mean salary of a curator, broadly defined, in
the United States at $53,540—the profession of
curator has grown rapidly in cachet. The word
itself has seeped into the language, a little too deeply. And while the
term ‘independent curator’ is misleading, the example of itinerant
curators who have become art-world celebrities in recent years, like
Okwui Enwezor, Hans-Ulrich Obrist, and Neville Wakefield, has had an
effect.”...
New York Times, July 18

The data curation lifecycle

Kevin Read writes: “One glaring issue with
data curation is that not many librarians are
knowledgeable enough about the topic to
feel comfortable managing a large-scale
project. This is when I read about the Digital
Curation Centre Lifecycle Model in an article
by P. Bryan Heidorn in the Journal of Library
Administration. The Lifecycle Model is an
excellent introduction to data curation, and I
thought I would take this opportunity to highlight some of its
important points. What I particularly like about this model is that it
works through the steps of data curation systematically.”...
Kevin the Librarian, July 20; P. Bryan Heidorn, J. Library Admin. 51 (2011): 662–672

Big data in 2020

Big data—which powers everything from Netflix
recommendations to fraud alerts—is changing
the way we live. But is that a good thing? In
the latest Pew Internet/Elon University survey,
53% of a handpicked group of “internet
experts, observers, and stakeholders” said big
data would produce an overall positive effect by
the year 2020. Meanwhile, 39% said it would have an overall
negative effect. (8% didn’t answer.)”...
Pew Internet and American Life Project, July 20

Open Repositories 2012

Leslie Johnston writes: “Open
Repositories 2012, held at the University
of Edinburgh July 9–13, had over 480
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registered attendees from more than 40
countries. The entire conference was live-blogged, which provided
some remarkable coverage. And there is a tweet archive for the tag
#or2012. But if there was one word that that was woven into almost
every presentation, it was this: data. Which made me very happy.”...
The Signal: Digital Preservation, July 20

Databib needs some editors

Databib is a tool for helping people to locate
online repositories of research data. More than
200 data repositories have been cataloged in Databib, with more
added each week. Users and bibliographers create and curate records
that describe data repositories that users can browse and search. Its
advisory board is calling for nominations to an Editorial Board that
will ensure the ongoing coverage and accuracy of the service....
Databib, July 18

Chelmsford’s library card table

Brian Herzog writes: “Earlier this summer,
my coworker Tommy at the Chelmsford
(Mass.) Public Library got the idea for a
library art project: Mail a letter to 200+
libraries across the country, asking them to
send him one of their library cards. In the
end, the number of cards he got fit more
or less perfectly on one of the coffee tables in the library, so he got
permission to arrange them on a table and cover them with a
protective epoxy.”...
Swiss Army Librarian, July 25

How to make book earrings

Book earrings make a great gift for anyone who
loves to read, including yourself. You can make
your own in a matter of hours and express your
status as a bookworm or your belief in literacy.
Use this step-by-step guide to get started. First,
cut two rectangles out of cardboard, each 1 inch
(2.5 cm) tall by 1.75 inches (4.5 cm). Use a
ruler or paper cutter to get the edges square and
straight. This will provide the structure for the cover of your book....
WikiHow

Please don’t say this to a librarian

Ingrid Abrams writes: “When I’m dealing with the public, I’m usually
sitting at a desk, out in the open, trying to look approachable enough
so that people feel comfortable in asking me questions. This invites all
kinds of verbal shenanigans. You never know what you’re going to
hear, and I like having a good story to tell my boyfriend at the end of
the day. There’s so much variety in the crazy. Then again, there’s the
sorts of things I hear over and over again.”...
Magpie Librarian, July 9

Famous library cats

Alison Nastasi writes: “Although we haunt our
local libraries regularly, we advocate them as
a great summer hangout spot to keep your
brains from being scrambled by the sun. Our
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motto during the dog days of summer is,
‘Come for the books, stay for the cats.’ Books
and cats have always been two great things
that go well together. Meet a few famous library cats that take naps
in the reference section, work the circulation desk, and warmly greet
visitors.”...
Flavorwire, July 23

The Rosenbach acquires
Stephen Colbert

The Rosenbach and Museum and Library in
Philadelphia has added to its remarkable
collection the manuscript of Comedy
Central star Stephen Colbert’s picture-book
parody, I Am a Pole (And So Can You). It is on display alongside the
manuscript of James Joyce’s Ulysses (“heralded to be the greatest
novel of all time by people who have claimed to have read it,”
according to Colbert) through November 18. Watch (5:13) Rosenbach
Curator Derick Dreher (above) withstand his Colbert Report interview,
which aired seven months after Maurice Sendak, another Rosenbach
luminary, sat down with Colbert....
The Colbert Report, July 17

The most interesting librarian in
the world

David Tyckoson, associate dean of the
Henry Madden Library at California State
University, Fresno, and member of the
817’s comedy troupe, debuted this video
(0:52) at ALA Annual Conference in
Anaheim in June. A parody of the Dos
Equis advertisement, it features former ALA
President Michael Gorman (right) as “the most interesting librarian in
the world.”...
YouTube, July 18
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