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American Libraries Online
Newsmaker: Jonah Lehrer, a day before
disgrace

Jonah Lehrer (right) is the author of three books
about the brain, including his most recent, Imagine,
an exploration of the biochemical processes that
constitute human creativity. American Libraries
conducted this Q&A with Lehrer on July 29, one day
before news broke that he was resigning from his
position as staff writer at the New Yorker. It was
discovered that he had fabricated quotes from singer-songwriter Bob
Dylan and had included those quotes in Imagine....
American Libraries column; New York Times: Media Decoder, July 30; Tablet Magazine,
July 30

Technology in Practice: Tools for optimal flow

Meredith Farkas writes: “Many fantastic tools have been released in
the past seven years that make the work of collecting and using
research so much simpler. Tablets have made the experience of
annotating research online far more pleasant. Instead of printing out
my research, I corral all of it into a folder in Dropbox and then upload
it into iAnnotate on my iPad. Using Zotero and Mendeley, I haven’t
had to create a citation from scratch in years.”...
American Libraries column, July/Aug.

Librarian’s Library: Prepare, protect,
and market your library

Karen Muller writes: “Most libraries in the US are
small. What this means, practically speaking, is that
many librarians work without colleagues at hand to
help answer those pesky questions about the
mundane work we didn’t learn how to do in library
school. (Marketing your library, anyone?) This
roundup includes recent titles that may serve as
guides to a few of these areas.”...
American Libraries column, July/Aug.
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Will’s World: Your mileage may
vary

Will Manley writes: “A new phrase is being
thrown around these days in our
profession: ‘library fatigue.’ It’s a new term
for an old set of symptoms that we used to
call burnout. It is characterized by the
following feelings: ‘Everyone who works
here is a moron but me. Library patrons are getting increasingly
stupid.’ Now let’s say a 55-year-old person who got into the library
profession five years ago as a second-chance career still has the fires
of library passion within her soul.”...
American Libraries column, July/Aug.

The American Dream Starts @ your
library

The Summer 2012 American Libraries digital
supplement tells the story of how libraries make a
difference in the lives of adult English-language
learners and their families through grants from Dollar
General. The supplement, which features libraries
that received grant funding through the American
Dream Starts @ your library project, was published
as Dollar General accepted applications for 50 new libraries to receive
American Dream grants in 2012. Apply by August 26....
American Libraries, Summer 2012

Children’s libraries (updated)

Q. Are there stand-alone libraries serving children
(other than those in schools, that is)? A. A year ago
we reported 10 such libraries, but received additional
information from our readers. Here is our current list,
with links checked and updated, as well. We now can
report 16 libraries, 10 affiliated with public libraries,
one under construction, and five in other settings.”...
AL: Ask the ALA Librarian, July 31

Go back to the Top

ALA News
ALA joins national campaign
to protect privacy

This week, as the Cybersecurity Act (CSA) moves to the Senate floor,
ALA is joining a wide-ranging coalition of digital rights groups and
advocates that are launching the Stop Cyber Spying campaign to
ensure companies do not have new, overbroad authority to monitor
and block private communications. The coalition supports a CSA
amendment from Senators Al Franken (D-Minn.) and Rand Paul (RKy.) and opposes attempts to remove privacy protections in the bill.
Watch a video summary (1:35) of the CSA bill. You can help by
contacting your senators....
Office of Government Relations, Aug. 1; YouTube, July 30
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Bring the Force into
your library with an
Origami Yoda READ
poster showing the
awesome Jedi power
of a paper-crafted
finger puppet. What
better message to
share with readers
than the mysterious,
transformative power
of books? Beginning
with The Strange Case
of Origami Yoda and
followed by Darth
Paper Strikes Back,
this popular series by
Tom Angleberger
follows a couple of
middle school outcasts
as they work to find
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Volunteer to serve on a committee

acceptance. NEW!
From ALA Graphics.

ALA President-elect Barbara Stripling encourages members to
volunteer to serve on ALA and Council committees for the 2013–2014
term of July 1, 2013, to June 30, 2014. Stripling is chair of both the
Committee on Appointments and Committee on Committees. Serving
on a committee provides members with leadership training,
networking opportunities, and experience in working on specific
Association topics. The online committee volunteer form will be
available August 7 through November 2....
Office of ALA Governance, July 31

Are you an ALA personal member?

Personal membership in ALA starts to pay you back the moment you
join. With discounts on products and services, and members-only
access to information through our website and journals, you will
benefit right away. Included in many of these benefits are resources
to advance your career, your library, and the whole profession. There
are several types of personal membership, with varying costs. Join
ALA here....

Great Libraries
of the World

ALA Membership

ALA Connect, redesigned

Jenny Levine writes: “The ALA Connect redesign goes live August 1,
with implementation causing the site to go down 6–8 p.m. Central
time. We’ve moved some things around, added shortcuts to make it
faster to get places, and changed some labels to make it easier to
figure out where to start. Here’s a summary of some of the biggest
improvements.”...
ALA Connect, Aug. 1

World Book Night 2013

World Book Night 2013 is a celebration of literacy
by publishers, bookstores, libraries, and individuals
who love books and reading. On April 23, 2013,
25,000 “book givers” will each give away 20 copies
of a specially printed, not-for-resale WBN edition
of a book they have read and loved (from a list of
25–30 titles to be selected by librarians and
booksellers) to complete strangers—people who may never have
owned a book of their own. If your library would like to participate, fill
out the form (Word file) and return it by September 1....
ALA Connect: World Book Night 2013; Bookselling This Week, July 25

Leufsta Manor
Library, Lövstabruk,
Sweden. The manor
house of 18th-century
industrialist Charles De
Geer now serves as a
living museum. A
portion of his library of
scientific books is
preserved here,
although De Geer’s
collection was acquired
by Uppsala University
in 1989, where the
more valuable
materials are kept,
including his
impressive sheetmusic collection.

Put social media to work for your library
In Google This! Putting Google and Other Social Media
Sites to Work for Your Library, available through NealSchuman Publishers, librarians or museum
professionals interested in developing a greater web
and social media presence for their institutions will
find a wealth of material to justify these actions to
directors and boards. Author Terry Ballard has
conducted more than two dozen interviews with
professionals who have created exemplary work using social media
and shows how their experiences can create success for your
institution’s library....
ALA Neal-Schuman, July 27

Go back to the Top
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Nobel Library,
Swedish Academy,
Stockholm. The public
library of the Swedish
Academy was
established in 1901 to
assist the evaluation of
laureates to the Nobel
Prize in Literature. It is
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one of the largest
libraries of literature in
Scandinavia.

The best of #cheeselit

Keir Graff writes: “On July 20, we
amused ourselves by coming up with
the cheesiest book titles ever. It was
both a lot of fun and a sobering
reminder of the havoc Twitter can
wreak on an otherwise productive
workplace—fortunately, the meme
was book-related. There were well
over 200 #CheeseLit tweets in all,
and I’ve shared some of our favorites here. Note that though
many people suggested East of Edam, I’m only giving credit to
the first one I saw. Ditto The Velveeta Rabbit.”...

This AL Direct feature
showcases 250 libraries
around the world that are
notable for their exquisite
architecture, historic
collections, and innovative
services. If you find yourself
on vacation near one of
them, be sure to stop by for
a visit. Some will be featured
in The Whole Library
Handbook 5, edited by
George M. Eberhart, which is
scheduled for publication in
2013 by ALA Editions. There
is also a Great Libraries of
the World Pinterest board.

Likely Stories, July 27

Featured review: Adult nonfiction

Kindstedt, Paul S. Cheese and Culture: A
History of Cheese and Its Place in Western
Civilization. Apr. 2012. 256p. Chelsea Green,
hardcover (978-1-60358-411-1).
In this scholarly yet accessible history of
cheese, noted food scientist Kindstedt plumbs
the very earliest evidence of cheese making.
Beginning in the shadowy Neolithic era,
improving climatic conditions encouraged
sheep and goat herding throughout the Fertile
Crescent. Manufacture of pottery made possible the storage of
excess milk and provided a transportation medium. Primitive
acid-coagulated cheeses emerged for local consumption, but
the discovery of rennet coagulation made possible hard
cheeses with long shelf lives that could readily be shipped
across land and sea....

@

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
Go back to the Top

Division News
AASL Fall Forum Ning

Become a part of the conversation on
the range of skills comprising the
concept of transliteracy, the focus of the
AASL 2012 Fall Forum, by joining the new AASL 2012 Fall Forum
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Career Leads
from

Visitor Experience
Librarian, North
Carolina State
University, Raleigh. The
James B. Hunt Jr.
Library will draw
visitors from around the
world, eager to explore
this outstanding facility
designed by the worldrenowned architectural
firm, Snøhetta. The
NCSU Libraries is
already receiving
requests for visits from
libraries looking to the
Hunt Library as a new
model of a technology-
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Ning. Fall Forum attendees and those unable to join their colleagues
at the live event October 12–13 in Greenville, South Carolina, are
invited to join the Ning and start the discussion on the skill set
students need in order to navigate the current information
landscape....
AASL, July 25

Socialize and win at the AASL Fall Forum
Attendees of the AASL 2012 Fall Forum are invited to
pin, tweet, and post their way into a drawing for an
autographed copy of keynote speaker Henry Jenkins’s
book Convergence Culture. To enter, share your
excitement over attending the Fall Forum across social
networking platforms and complete an entry form on
the AASL website. Three copies of Convergence
Culture will be raffled off during “Transliteracy and the
School Library Program,” October 12–13....
AASL, July 27

AASL celebrates Connected Educator
Month

AASL has become one of 60 participating organizations
in “Connected Educator Month,” which takes place
throughout August as declared by the US Department
of Education. CEM is aimed at broadening and
deepening educator participation in online communities and networks,
while providing opportunities for education leaders to work together to
move the field forward. Visit the CEM website for a complete monthlong schedule of online programming that includes forums, webinars,
guided tours, open houses, contests, and badges....
AASL, July 31

Help ALSC design an eBadge

ALSC wants its members’ help in designing a new badge they can
proudly display on their email signature lines or blogs. The badge
should reflect the creativity of the division. This contest is being
sponsored by the Friends of ALSC and the ALSC Membership
Committee. Once you have your idea, using the subject line “ALSC
eBadge Contest,” email it with your 100-word-or-less description by
August 20. The winner will get a Nook and a Book....

rich academic library.
International visitors to
the NC State campus
are requesting tours of
the space. As part of
the User Experience
department and in
close coordination with
library administration,
the Visitor Experience
Librarian will develop
and manage the
Libraries’ program for
hosting these external
visitors, while
recognizing that the
Libraries’ primary
mission is to serve the
NC State community....

@

More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week

ALSC Blog, July 30

New guides and webinars for sudden
selectors

Library professionals suddenly tasked with selecting
resources in new and unfamiliar subject areas have
two new books and webinars to help them from
ALCTS. Two new guides have been released: Sudden
Selector’s Guide to Biology Resources by Flora G.
Shrode, and Sudden Selector’s Guide to Chemistry
Resources by Elizabeth Brown. The authors will
present an ALCTS webinar based on each guide....
ALCTS, July 30

Training for the technology trainer

PLA is offering the interactive online course “The
Accidental Public Library Technology Trainer” beginning
September 10. This four-week blended learning
program, which will be taught by librarian, author, and
trainer Stephanie Gerding, is designed for library
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The University of
New Hampshire
Digital Collections
contains digital
versions of books,
letters, photographs,
and other items from
the collections of the
UNH Library. The focus
of Digital Collections is
the history of New
Hampshire, its people,
places, events,
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professionals who have unexpectedly found themselves
responsible for technology training for users or staff at
their library. The deadline for registration is September 7....
PLA, July 31

Library services in juvenile detention
centers

In “Critical Issues in Juvenile Detention Center
Libraries,” a new paper posted in YALSA’s Journal of
Research on Libraries and Young Adults, Jeanie Austin
(right) discusses the challenges that staff face in
juvenile detention center libraries and argues that
libraries should take a more active role in societal and political
change. Austin’s paper was originally presented at the 2012 ALA
Midwinter Meeting in Dallas....
YALSA, July 27

Craft programming on the cheap

Crafting programs are a mainstay of teen services at the library, but
the supply costs can add up. There are some creative ways to extend
the teen services budget—a little glue and a lot of innovation—to
ensure that teens can have fun making a variety of projects at your
library. To find out how, join host Beth Saxton for “Get Crafty for
Less,” YALSA’s August 16 webinar at 2 p.m. Eastern time.
Registration is now open....
YALSA, July 27

Go back to the Top

Awards & Grants
Interviews with the
Carnegie Medal winners

Anne Enright, author of The
Forgotten Waltz, and Robert K.
Massie, author of Catherine the
Great, won the first Carnegie
Medal for Excellence in Fiction and
Carnegie Medal for Excellence in
Nonfiction respectively. The
winners were announced at the
ALA Annual Conference in Anaheim, California, on June 24. Booklist
Editors Donna Seaman and Brad Hooper interviewed them. An excerpt
from their interviews follows. Read the full interview at Booklist
Online....
American Libraries feature

Site chosen for 2013 Arbuthnot Lecture

The ALSC Arbuthnot Committee has chosen Nazareth
College and the Youth Services Section of the New
York Library Association in Rochester, New York, as the
site of the 2013 May Hill Arbuthnot Honor Lecture
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governance, and
industries, including
the history of UNH.
Digital Collections also
contains historic books
on a variety of topics
such as science,
music, poetry, and flyfishing.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site, Check out
our Featured Digital
Libraries Pinterest board.

Noted and
Quoted
“To use a public
library, in most cases
all one needs is the
desire to. In a world
where status and
money can fast-track
so many to the front
of the line, it’s nice
to remember that
this gateway to
reading—a ‘life-long
intoxication,’ as
writer Logan Pearsall
Smith put it—is
available to
everyone. Equal
access to
information is a vital
cornerstone of
democracy. It should
never be
compromised and
never taken for
granted.”
—Toula Foscolos, Toula’s Take
column, “In Praise of the
Public Library,” Westmount
(Quebec) Examiner, July 27.

@

More quotes...
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featuring British children’s author Michael Morpurgo
(right). The honor lectureship will be tied to several
other significant events for librarians and readers of
children’s and young adult literature during Children’s
Book Week and will kick off the 38th annual NYLA Youth Services
Section’s Spring Conference on May 16, 2013....
ALSC, July 27

ALSC National Institute scholarships

The Friends of ALSC have awarded scholarships to attend the ALSC
National Institute, to be held September 20–22 in Indianapolis, to
Joella Peterson, youth services librarian at the Tumwater Timberland
(Wash.) Library, and Amanda Struckmeyer, head of youth services at
Middleton (Wis.) Public Library. The scholarships are given to support
ALSC’s goal of continuing education for children’s librarians....

World Gets Ready to
Celebrate Elvis 35 Years
After He Passed from Scene

ALSC, July 31

2012 Kansas Notable Books list

Kansas State Librarian Joanne Budler has announced
the selections for the seventh annual Kansas Notable
Book List—the best 15 books published in 2011 by
Kansas authors or about Kansas include fiction,
nonfiction, adult, and young adult books. The
presentation of medals will be made during the Kansas
Book Festival, September 15, at the Kansas History
Museum in Topeka. The authors will also be honored
during the year at various literary events throughout
the state....
Emporia (Kans.) Gazette, July 27

2012 CLPE Children’s Poetry Award

At a ceremony at the Centre for Literacy in Primary
Education in London on July 24, Rachel Rooney was
named the winner of the 2012 CLPE Poetry Award for
her debut collection The Language of Cat (Frances
Lincoln). The award is the only national prize in the UK
for a children’s poetry collection. It was launched in
2003 to highlight the importance of this branch of
children’s literature....

Violent Blood Feuds Like the
Hatfield and McCoys Litter
Our Past
Adoption Decline
Throughout the World
How to Get a Great Job: InPerson Interviews
2012 Summer Olympics @
your library
How Americans Lived Under
the Threat of Nuclear War
Memoir Writing @ your
library

Join Us on Facebook
Subscribe to our
Newsletter

Centre for Literacy in Primary Education, July 24

Go back to the Top

Libraries in the News
Weinberg Foundation pledges
$5 million for school libraries

The private Harry and Jeanette Weinberg
Foundation on July 25 announced a major
expansion of its Baltimore Elementary and
Middle School Library Project. This
initiative works with Baltimore City (Md.)
Public Schools to design, build, equip, and staff new or renovated
school libraries where existing public funding can be leveraged. As a
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Calendar
Aug. 23:

Telling the Library
Story, webinar.
Sponsored by OCLC.
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result of its success in the past year, the foundation is making a $5
million commitment to build a total of 12 new libraries over four
years....
Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Foundation, July 25

Toledo proves libraries’ value

With voters set to decide on a levy for the Toledo–Lucas County
(Ohio) Public Library in November, the library system has published a
study that aims to quantify the value of the services it provides and
that administrators hope will bolster support for the tax request. The
study determined that for every dollar of the library’s $35.3 million in
its 2011 budget, Lucas County residents derived $2.86 worth of
benefits. The return-on-investment assessment was conducted by
University of Toledo economist Oleg Smirnov....
Toledo (Ohio) Blade, July 29

Memphis library photo IDs nixed

Memphis (Tenn.) Public Library’s new photo cards
won’t qualify as voter IDs in the August 2 elections,
and the long-term outlook for Mayor A. C. Wharton’s
voter-photo initiative appears in serious jeopardy after
a two-hour hearing in federal court July 31. US District
Judge Aleta Trauger denied the city’s request for an
injunction ordering election officials to accept the
photo cards as identification, but she also urged
lawmakers to revisit the state’s voter identification law
to clear up aspects of it that she said made no sense....

Memphis (Tenn.) Commercial Appeal, July 31; Nashville Tennessean, Aug. 1

Sunland Park library stays open, director faces
charges

After plenty of haggling, Sunland Park, New Mexico, city councilors
approved a final spending plan July 26 that will keep the community
library open but will require employee furloughs during the coming
year. The final budget also retains the director position. Director Luz
E. Vargas posted bond July 25 shortly after being arrested on charges
of false voting, conspiracy to commit false voting, registration
offenses, falsifying election documents, and false swearing after
serving as a voter registration agent....
Las Cruces (N.Mex.) Sun-News, July 26

Pomona offered $200K for its citrus
label collection

Pomona (Calif.) Public Library Director Bruce
Guter recently told trustees that a group had
expressed interest in purchasing the library’s
Citrus Label Collection for $200,000. The
collection consists of about 4,000 fruit labels that
packing houses placed on crates in the early
20th century. Trustees told Guter that they were not in favor of any
sale at this time, despite the library’s financial troubles. In June, a
recommendation was presented to close the library for one year
beginning in mid-August as a way to save money....
Inland Valley Daily Bulletin (Ontario, Calif.), July 27

Trenton reopens last shuttered branch—sort of

The day after Mayor Tony Mack reopened the former East Trenton
branch of the Trenton (N.J.) Free Public Library as a learning center
July 30, the facility failed to open on time as Mack aide Anthony
Roberts scrambled to find someone who could unlock the gate to the
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Sept. 15:

Kansas Book
Festival, Kansas
History Museum,
Topeka.

Sept. 15:

Sacramento
Antiquarian Book
Fair, Scottish Rite
Temple, Sacramento,
California.

Sept. 15–16:

Esoteric Book
Conference, Seattle
Center, Seattle,
Washington.

Sept. 20–22:

ALSC National
Institute, Sheraton
Indianapolis City
Centre Hotel,
Indianapolis, Indiana.
“Libraries Leading the
Race.”

Sept. 27–30:

Göteborg Book Fair,
Swedish Exhibition and
Congress Centre,
Göteborg, Sweden.

Oct. 11–13:

Minnesota
Educational Media
Organization, Fall
Conference, River’s
Edge Convention
Center and Kelly Inn,
St. Cloud.

Oct. 12–14:

Southern Festival of
Books, War Memorial
Plaza, Nashville,
Tennessee.

Oct. 13–14:

Seattle International
Antiquarian Book
Fair, Seattle Center,
Seattle, Washington.

Oct. 17–19:

Ohio Educational
Library Media
Association, Annual
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property. Mack said at the opening ceremony, “We are very pleased
to say that more volunteers than you could ever imagine have come
forward to help us maintain these libraries.” All four former branches
operate four hours on weekdays. Critics argue that Mack’s plan (PDF
file) violates state law....
The Trentonian, June 17, Aug. 1; City of Trenton, July 27

Contention in Lake City, Carol Stream libraries

Conference, Kalahari
Resort and Convention
Center, Sandusky.
“School Libraries 4 the
Future.”

Oct. 18–20:

Rochester (Minn.) Post-Bulletin, July 27; Carol Stream (Ill.) Press, July 26; Arlington
Heights (Ill.) Daily Herald, July 27

Book Club of
California, Centennial
Symposium, 312
Sutter Street, San
Francisco. “Way Out
West: Fine Printing
and the Cultural
History of the Book in
California.”

Lawsuits follow dismissal of library workers

Oct. 19:

Indianapolis Star, July 25

Oct. 25–27:

Sheryl Mooers, a former director of the Lake City (Minn.) Public
Library, has filed a civil lawsuit against the city and several city
officials, alleging she was wrongfully fired and sexually harassed and
that the city violated open-meeting laws. She had taken disciplinary
action against employee Diane Spence, the wife of a council member.
Carol Stream (Ill.) Public Library Director Ann Kennedy was fired by
the library board and is considering a wrongful termination lawsuit....

Claims of nepotism and corruption at the Lebanon (Ind.) Public
Library are dividing this community located about 30 miles northwest
of Indianapolis. The fuss goes back to March, when five library
employees claim they were wrongfully terminated. The workers
contend they were fired for reporting that another library employee—
Library Director Kay Martin’s son—was falsifying his time card. After
they were dismissed, the employees filed a lawsuit in Boone County
Circuit Court against Martin and the trustees....

Muscatine librarian kisses a fruit bat

Betty Collins, children’s librarian for Musser Public Library in
Muscatine, Iowa, kissed an Egyptian fruit bat (Rousettus aegyptiacus)
on July 24 as a reward to kids who took part in a summer reading
program. Collins promised to kiss a bat if participants in the Summer
Reading Program read more than 20,000 books. By the deadline, they
were up to around 21,000. With nearly 1,000 kids in the program,
that breaks down to about 21 books per child during the summer
program....
Muscatine (Iowa) Journal, July 24

UK public libraries decimated by
closures, cuts

More than 150 libraries have been closed or put into
the hands of volunteers in the past year owing to
the UK government’s spending squeeze, with a
further 225 at risk as councils look for ways of
finding savings, according to research released July
30. More than 2,100 staff have lost their jobs, and
libraries will open for a total of 150,000 fewer hours
this year across the country. The extent of the
closures immediately prompted a political storm,
with the Labour Party accusing the government of complacency over
the threat to the nation’s library network. UK school libraries are also
taking serious budget hits....
The Independent (UK), July 31; School Library Journal, July 30

Library and Archives Canada prepares for move

Library and Archives Canada has compiled the first-ever master list of
how well its massive collection is holding up as it prepares to move
thousands of pieces of Canadian history to a new storage facility in
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Maryland Association
of School Librarians,
Annual Conference,
Conference Center at
the Maritime Institute,
Linthicum Heights.
“Libraries at the Core.”

Tennessee
Association of School
Librarians, Annual
Conference, Embassy
Suites, Murfreesboro.
“Don’t Miss a Beat @
your library.”

Oct. 31–
Nov. 2:

Michigan Association
for Media in
Education, Annual
Conference, Radisson
Hotel Lansing at the
Capitol, Lansing. “Enter
Here and Learn.”

Nov. 11–15:

International
Association of School
Librarianship, Doha,
Qatar. “The Shifting
Sands of School
Librarianship.”

Nov. 16–19:

California School
Library Association,
Marriott Hotel, San
Jose. “School Libraries
Link Lifelong Learners.”
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2013. The $34 million facility has been in the works since 2009. The
collection is currently housed in 12 separate facilities, but a number of
those will close when the new storage facility opens....

@

Retired Kashmiri librarian still
collects artifacts

Contact Us

CBC News, July 28

In 2001, two years after Atiqa Bano retired as
director of libraries for the Indian state of Jammu
and Kashmir, she began collecting artifacts for a
cultural museum she established—Meeras Mahal in
Sopore, north Kashmir. As a librarian, she was
used to collecting things. She saw that lanterns
and wicks were fading into darkness and utensils indigenous to
Kashmir were no longer being used. Local jewelry had suddenly
become junk. “I decided to save that past for our children and
grandchildren so they would know who they were and where they had
come from.”...

More...

American Libraries
Direct

AL Direct is a free electronic
newsletter emailed every
Wednesday to personal
members of the American
Library Association and
subscribers.

LiveMint, July 27; Free Press Kashmir, July 31

Go back to the Top

Issues

George M. Eberhart,
Editor:
geberhart@ala.org

Senate debates privacy legislation

This week the Senate is considering major
cybersecurity legislation (S.3414) that could let the
government collect your sensitive and personal
internet records. Your calls can make a difference.
The bill is in flux and subject to change during floor
debate with “good” (Franken-Paul) and “bad”
(McCain and Huchison) amendments. Another
proposed amendment, filed by Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.), would allow
Facebook users to opt-in to automatically share the videos they have
watched on Netflix. The bill could be voted on as early as August 2....
District Dispatch, July 29; The Hill: Hillicon Valley, July 27

Nondefense discretionary programs

AASL and others from the nondefense discretionary (NDD) community
sent a letter to each member of Congress on July 12 urging them to
stop automatic spending cuts by adopting a “balanced approach to
deficit reduction that does not include further cuts to NDD programs”
(PDF file). Joining in this effort were nearly 3,000 national, state, and
local organizations representing the health, education, science, law
enforcement, housing, workforce, transportation, and faith
communities. Across-the-board cuts would reduce funding for the
Department of Education by more than $4 billion....
AASL, July 25; Coalition for Health Funding, July 12

Fair use déjà vu

Karen Coyle writes: “In its July 27 court filing, Google has made the
case for its fair use defense for the digitization of books in its Google
Book Search project. As many of us have hoped, the case it makes
appears strong. That it was necessary to throw libraries under the
bus to achieve this is unfortunate, but I honestly do not see an
alternative that wouldn’t weaken the case a bit. In making its claims
for unprecedented public service and research support, Google
decided to particularly emphasize its superiority to library catalogs.”...
Coyle’s InFormation, July 29
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SkyRiver vs. OCLC: Who wins? Who loses?

A session at the American Association of Law Libraries annual meeting
in Boston in June examined the SkyRiver Technology Solutions v.
OCLC lawsuit that charges OCLC with unlawful monopoly of cataloging
services, bibliographic data services, interlibrary lending, and an
attempt to monopolize integrated library systems. The case, still in
litigation, began in July 2010, with Innovative Interfaces joining
SkyRiver in the suit....
The CRIV Blog, July 30

Go back to the Top

Tech Talk
How to switch from an iPhone to an
Android

Jamie Lendino writes: “A few years ago, we would
have been hard pressed to come up with reasons for
an iPhone owner to switch to Android. That’s no
longer a problem, thanks to the advent of super-fast
4G LTE phones, massive high-resolution displays,
free GPS navigation, and Google Play’s enormous
expansion. Here’s a guide to ensure that your transition from iOS to
Android goes smoothly.” And here’s how to switch from an Android to
an iPhone....
PC Magazine, July 24

Goodbye, Hotmail; hello, Outlook

Peter Pachal writes: “If you’ve been on the internet for
a long time, there’s a good chance Hotmail was your
first email address. Launched in 1996, Hotmail was
bought by Microsoft the following year, and the service
has gone through myriad changes since then. On July
31, Microsoft rebranded the service under the Outlook banner, moving
the service to Outlook.com. You’ll still be able to keep your Hotmail
address, but your account will be an Outlook.com account.” One
million people signed up for the new email service just six hours after
it launched. PC Magazine gives it an Editors’ Choice....
Mashable, July 31–Aug. 1; PC Magazine, July 31

The best workhorse laptop

Chris Null writes: “If I had to get a no-BS,
affordable laptop for everyday work, I would
buy the Lenovo ThinkPad T430. In my 15
years of reviewing laptops, I found it’s got the
best combination of performance, value,
durability, and usability of anything else on
the market. And I’m not alone in that opinion.
What exactly is a workhorse laptop? It’s one that is not high-end and
not superthin. Nor is it low-end. It’s just right for people who just
want a solid laptop at a good value.”...
The Wirecutter, July 27

Can regular people repair a
damaged hard drive?

Joel Hruska writes: “On June 22 my primary
hard drive, a Samsung HD103SI, quietly
passed away. There was no warning. This is

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2012/august/080112-2.htm[7/17/2014 10:35:19 AM]

Katie Bane:
kbane@ala.org
Send news and feedback:
aldirect@ala.org
AL Direct FAQ:
americanlibrariesmagazine
.org/aldirect
All links outside the ALA
website are provided for
informational purposes only.
Questions about the content
of any external site should
be addressed to the
administrator of that site.
Sign up to receive AL Direct
every Wednesday here.
American Libraries
50 E. Huron St.
Chicago, IL 60611
800-545-2433,
ext. 4216
ISSN 1559-369X

AL Direct, August 1, 2012

the story of my efforts to repair the drive
myself, my research into the question of whether or not users can
repair modern hard drives, and the results of my efforts. If your drive
is still detected in BIOS, you may be able to use software tools to
retrieve your data. We’re going to focus on hardware-related failures,
and what your options are.”...
ExtremeTech, July 27

Quantum dots will brighten
displays

Katherine Bourzac writes: “A layer of
nanomaterial that gives a liquid-crystal display
the rich range of colors usually possible only
with more expensive technologies will be
commercialized later this year by the materials giant 3M and Nanosys,
a private company in Palo Alto, California. Nanosys representatives
say they are in talks with major display manufacturers to adopt the
quantum-dot films, and that they will be in a 15.6-inch notebook
computer available in 2013.”...
Technology Review, July 30

Eight TV shows all geeks should
have watched

Dave Parrack writes: “Geeks are fairly well
represented on television. In many shows,
geeks are shown as role models or
important people who give something
positive to society. Which, as geeks
ourselves, we all know we do. The following are eight television
shows, some from the past, some from the present, that all geeks
should have watched. Not necessarily in their entirety, but for one
episode at least. Several show geeks in all their glory, while others
are based on geeky concepts which necessitate geeky speak and
technology.”...
MakeUseOf, Aug. 1

How everyone will watch TV in the
future

Brian Proffitt writes: “Even as cable/satellite TV
carriers like Comcast and DirecTV squabble over dollars and cents
with broadcast and cable networks like NBC and Viacom, the very
structure of their decades-old business model is under attack from
new internet technologies and services, as well as new government
regulations. At stake is the future of how people watch and pay for
television and video—and who controls the experience. The question
is, what surprises will the next episode bring?”...
ReadWriteWeb, July 31

Go back to the Top

E-Content
50 shades of red: Losing our shirts to ebooks

James LaRue writes: “For decades, public libraries have seen steady
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gains in use. At my own library, we’ve seen double-digit growth
almost every year for over 20 years running. Until last year. The drop
wasn’t big—about 0.7%. You can see from this chart what’s going on:
a proliferation of formats combined with a spiking of costs. Together,
they greatly impede our ability to meet public demand for a particular
work; they erode the purchasing power of the public library.” But
Christopher Harris argues that the numbers are far worse: “Buying
ebooks for your library is like buying a Prius. It makes no economic
sense.”...
AL: E-Content, July 30–31

Berkman Center report on ebooks in
libraries

The final version of the report on ebooks and libraries
by the Berkman Center for Internet and Society has
been released. The report is based on a February 24
workshop organized by the Berkman Center. ALA
President Maureen Sullivan and Executive Director
Keith Michael Fiels attended the workshop on behalf of
ALA. The report traces the structure of the business
models used by distributors to make ebooks available in libraries and
reflects new developments through June. Christopher Harris notes
only one point of contention....
Berkman Center for Internet and Society, July 18; AL: E-Content, Aug. 1

I’m breaking up with ebooks (and you
can too)

Sarah Houghton writes: “I want to break up with
ebooks. Don’t get me wrong. Ebooks is dead sexy and
great arm candy at parties, as well as a magnet for
attention and memorable experiences. But ebooks
makes for a crap boyfriend. This relationship is as
dysfunctional as it gets. And I’m too old and jaded to
put up with dysfunction. I need a smoldering hot
boyfriend who is a wildcat in the bedroom but kisses gently, is
unfailingly honest and kind, and sends me cute messages during the
day. And that ain’t ebooks.”...
Librarian in Black, Aug. 1

Ebook choices and the soul of librarianship

Andromeda Yelton writes: “Over the last few years, as a fifth of
American adults have gotten e-readers, ebooks have transformed the
book market and reading landscape. The library market is no
exception. There’s now an array of established vendors and emerging
options for libraries to choose from in order to deliver ebooks to
patrons. Ebook models make us choose which values to advance, and
which to sacrifice. We’re making those values choices every time we
sign a contract, whether we talk about it or not.”...
Library Journal: The Digital Shift, July 30

DPLA gets $1-million NEH boost

Jennifer Howard writes: “The proposed Digital
Public Library of America has gotten a timely
$1-million vote of confidence from the National Endowment for the
Humanities. The award, announced July 26, will ‘specifically support
the creation of the infrastructure for a national open-access digital
library,’ the agency said in a written statement. The NEH grant will
help support a pilot program of DPLA service hubs at the state or
regional level that will function as an information ‘on ramp’ to digital
content coordinated and made findable by the DPLA.”...
The Chronicle of Higher Education: Wired Campus, July 27; National Endowment for the
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Humanities, July 26

Hiptype aims to be the Google
Analytics of ebooks

Jeremy Greenfield writes: “A new start-up aims
to give publishers the ability to track who is
reading ebooks and when and how they read them. The Mountain
View, California–based Hiptype calls itself the Google Analytics for
ebooks, referring to the popular web analytics program, and aims to
answer for publishers such questions as what percentage of readers
purchased a book after reading a free sample, how many completed
the book, and how many stopped in the middle and where they
stopped.”...
Digital Book World, July 31

Use Dropbox to move ebook files

J. B. Biersdorfer writes: “It is possible to use Dropbox as a transfer
point for ebook files between your computer and your iPad. To make
it work, you just need to open the ePub files in an app that can open
them, like iBooks or another ebook reader app. Once you have copied
the ePub files into the Dropbox folder on your computer and they
sync up with the Dropbox app on your iPad, tap an ePub file to open
it.”...
New York Times: Gadgetwise, June 26

Download Your Unofficial Kindle Fire Manual

Justin Pot writes: “Do you own a Kindle Fire, but you aren’t sure what
it can and can’t do? It’s time to download Your Unofficial Kindle Fire
Manual, a free ebook by Christian Cawley. This manual outlines how
to do just about anything with Amazon’s combination tablet and ereader.”...
MakeUseOf, Aug. 1

Choice E-Collection now available

The Choice E-Collection is the first collection of ebooks to consist
exclusively of titles reviewed by ACRL’s Choice magazine. The ultimate
goal of the CEC, available now in beta, is to provide libraries with
convenient, one-stop shopping for titles reviewed by Choice. Currently
consisting of several hundred titles spanning the entire liberal arts
and sciences curriculum, the collection will continue to grow in size as
publishers participate in the project. A user-friendly interface includes
searching by title, author, ISBN, or keyword, or browsing the
collection by subject area....
Choice Reviews Online

Report: Library use of ebooks

A report from the Ireland-based Research and Markets looks closely at
library ebook purchases and library purchasing plans for ebook
readers, tablet computers, and ebook-enabled smartphone
technology. The study is based on survey data from more than 90
public, academic, and special libraries. (The release does not specify
what proportion are US vs. European.) Among the findings: College
libraries will renew an average of 89.4% of their ebook contracts,
while corporate and law libraries will renew an average of 67.8%....
Research and Markets, July 30
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J. K. Rowling to launch Harry
Potter Reading Club

Children’s publisher Scholastic plans to
launch the Harry Potter Reading Club, an
online destination created to share the
magical world of Harry Potter, with a live webcast on October 11 at
noon Eastern time. Rowling will participate in a live virtual author visit
to classrooms across America to discuss the world of Harry Potter,
including the online website Pottermore. The webcast will take place
live from Rowling’s hometown of Edinburgh, Scotland, and is the first
time she has had the opportunity to answer questions from kids live
since 2007. The Twitter hashtag will be #hpREADS....
Book Business, July 31

Real cookbooks from fictional
characters

Andrea Borchert writes: “Here at the Los Angeles
Public Library we have a huge collection of
cookbooks. We even have cookbooks from that
mysterious and exotic place: TV Land. Being a
fictional character is no impediment to publishing
cookbooks: Just ask Betty Crocker. You can get
cookbooks here from many of your favorite movies,
books, and television shows. These are a few of
our favorites.”...
The Huffington Post, July 27

Walter Dean Myers: “Reading is
not optional” for kids

Author and Library of Congress National
Ambassador for Young People’s Literature
Walter Dean Myers (right) talks to
NewsHour’s Jeffrey Brown (7:25) about his
new book. Just Write: Here’s How tells of
Myers’s own troubles in and out of school, how reading and writing
saved him, and how they can help others too. His mantra: “Reading
is not optional.”...
PBS: NewsHour, July 31

You got your book in my app! You
got your app in my book!

Ariel Cummins writes: “Books and technology are
often pitted against each other. I mean, how
many times have you heard (or said), ‘Ah, no ereader for me! I’m a dead-tree person!’ I am here
to tell you, though, that we live in a world that doesn’t force you to
choose. You can love books and technology. If, like me, you want to
have your trees and pixels too, check out some of these awesome
(free!) book-related apps for your iOS or Android phones or
tablets.”...
YALSA The Hub, Aug. 1

Bringing comics to life at the library

Rich Shivener writes: “Thanks to a new generation of comics-reading
librarians, the expansion of genres in the medium, and the ability of
graphic novels to attract hordes of male and female teen readers,
comics—namely, graphic novel collections—have found a new home in
the library market. The panel, ‘Bringing Comics to Life in the Library!’
held July 12 at the San Diego Comic-Con International, looked at the
strategies five libraries use to engage readers and the implications for
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comics publishers.”...
Publishers Weekly, July 28

10 essential surrealist books

Emily Temple writes: “Shane Jones knows a little bit
about surrealism. In his first novel, Light Boxes, the
inhabitants of a tiny town fought against perpetual
February. And in his wonderful and hallucinatory new
novel, Daniel Fights a Hurricane, the weather has only
gotten meaner and the people stranger. Because
we’re so consistently bewitched by his work, we
asked Jones to curate a list of essential surrealist
reads for us, so we can pass the time between his
novels a little more easily.”...
Flavorwire, July 30

But is it a book?

Jennifer Howard writes: “What makes a book a book? For Michael F.
Suarez, director of the Rare Book School at the University of Virginia,
a collection of texts on an e-reader doesn’t qualify in the fullest
sense. He talked with The Chronicle about how much more there is to
a book than the words that go into it. ‘When you take the text of
Moby-Dick and pour it into a Kindle, you strip out the bibliographic
codes and you strip out the social codes,’ he says. ‘You lose that
hermeneutic surplus of meaning that the book is.’”...
The Chronicle of Higher Education: Wired Campus, July 25

The Washington Nationals
read Fifty Shades of Grey

Sean Burnett, Ryan Mattheus, Tyler
Clippard, and Craig Stammen of the
Washington Nationals baseball team read
portions of E. L. James’s bestselling Fifty
Shades of Grey on this video (1:17) in
order to get psyched to play baseball (they claim)....
YouTube, July 26

Go back to the Top

Tips & Ideas
NYPL brings historical geography
to the web

Matt Knutzen writes: “100 years ago, a
building-sized elephant stood across the street
from the Coney Island Cyclone. The ‘elephant
bazaar’ was an exciting discovery for the New
York Public Library’s Lionel Pincus and Princess
Firyal Map Division, which, with the aid of a
generous three-year grant from the National Endowment for the
Humanities, is busy transforming the library’s historical paper map
and atlas collections into a powerful digital resource.”...
The Huffington Post, July 26

Iowa City’s Local Music Project

Erinn Batykefer writes: “‘If you have a library
card and password, and live in Iowa City, you
can download this music. You own it forever.
Put it on your phone. Play it at parties. Turn
it up.’ That’s the message on the Iowa City
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Public Library’s page for the newly-launched
Local Music Project, a digital collection that
could prove to be a game-changer for libraries. The new service
model started with a common problem: The library needed a new way
to deliver music to patrons.”...
Boing Boing, July 30

Have your teens make a memeshirt

Heather Booth writes: “Though I’m no technophobe,
I’m not what you would call an early adopter. So
involving technology in my teen programming isn’t
always the first thing that springs to mind when I
sit down to plan my next session. This suggestion is
for people like me, who want to bring some of the
basic STEM elements into their teen programs but
aren’t sure where to start, and who have a core
group of teens that enjoys a hands-on project. It works with a wide
range of ages and interest, and is equally great with guys or girls.”...
TLT: Teen Librarian Toolbox, July 27

Buffy (and Giles) = top cult TV show

Entertainment Weekly editors rated Buffy the
Vampire Slayer (1997–2003) the top cult TV show
of the past 25 years. Teenage vampire hunter
Buffy (Sarah Michelle Geller) and her loyal Scooby
Gang fought supernatural baddies under the
watchful eye of wise librarian Rupert Giles
(Anthony Stewart Head). The magazine cited the
witty dialogue, lovable ensemble, attractive
vampires, and relevant scenarios as the secrets of
its success. (But we know it’s because a librarian
was involved.)...
Entertainment Weekly, Aug. 3, p. 37; MTV: Splash Page, July 27

Report: Digital library infrastructure

The Council on Library and Information Resources
and CLIR’s Digital Library Federation program have
released a new report, Core Infrastructure
Considerations for Large Digital Libraries. The study
examines basic functional aspects of large digital
libraries and draws on examples of existing digital
libraries to illustrate their varying approaches to
storage and content delivery, metadata approaches
and harvesting, search and discovery, services and
applications, and system sustainability....
Council on Library and Information Resources, July 26

Middle East cataloging resource

The Middle East Librarians’ Association
Committee on Cataloging has launched a new
website that incorporates the Arabic Cataloging
Manual. The site provides information and
useful resources for catalogers and librarians of
Arabic, Persian, and other languages of the
Middle East, and serves as a forum for
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communication with colleagues. With its new
site, MELA aims to stimulate an exchange of
ideas about current standards, emerging trends, and best practices....
Catalogablog, July 31

Google’s search calculator

Adam Pash writes: “You’ve known for some
time that typing 584 + 753 into a Google
search will net you an answer from the search
engine, but what you may not know is that
Google has integrated a basic calculator
directly into its search results. To use it, just
search for calculator and it will magically appear. Additionally, simply
performing an operation will pull up the calculator in the results. It’s
not fancy, but it does the job for most quick calculations.”...
Lifehacker, July 31

Demystify the library with gamebased mobile learning

Anne Burke writes: “How do you orient
students to the library? Put them in a
classroom and show them the website? Walk
them around in a giant herd, pointing out the
important spaces? That’s how we at North
Carolina State University Libraries were doing
it, too. And we were finding ourselves a little disappointed. Wouldn’t it
be better, we thought, if we could get the students into the library,
actually engaging with staff, exploring the spaces, and discovering the
collections themselves?”...
ACRL TechConnect Blog, July 30

Facebook will force you to use its Timeline

Josh Constine writes: “Over the next few months, anyone still refusing
to voluntarily switch to the Timeline profile redesign will be
automatically migrated, Facebook tells me. Users could choose to
adopt the redesign starting in January 2012, but there have been
some holdouts who didn’t want their whole life becoming easier to
access, or just hated change. Soon they won’t have a choice, though.
Facebook revealed it plans to complete the Timeline rollout by this fall
as part of its photo revamp.”...
TechCrunch, July 30

Why is everyone on the internet so
angry?

Natalie Wolchover writes: “With a presidential campaign,
health care, and the gun control debate in the news
these days, one can’t help getting sucked into the flame
wars on the web comment threads. But psychologists say this
addictive form of vitriolic back and forth should be avoided—or simply
censored by online media outlets—because it actually damages society
and mental health. If it’s so unsatisfying and unhealthy, why do we
do it?”...
Scientific American, July 25
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The (mostly true) origins of the
scientific journal

Bonnie Swoger writes: “Way back in the olden days,
way before the internet or phones or even trains, the
scientists of the 17th century (called natural
philosophers at the time) had two primary ways of
hearing about the latest scientific ideas: Wait for
folks to have enough ideas to publish a whole book
about them, or write a lot of letters, hoping that folks will write you
back and tell you what they’ve been up to.”...
Scientific American: Information Culture, July 27

NAL guide to identifying plants

The National Agricultural Library offers
this list of resources that help people
identify plants within a certain category,
such as weeds or wildflowers. Some present keys, while others
provide photographs for visual matching. Keys offer the user two
choices based on a plant’s characteristics and continue to offer
choices until the choice narrows down the plant’s identity. Recognizing
plant families is a good first step in plant identification....
National Agricultural Library

Postal recognition of IFLA
conferences

Larry Nix writes: “The World Library and
Information Congress of the International
Federation of Library Associations and
Institutions will take place in Helsinki,
Finland, August 11–17. In the past, several host countries have
recognized the IFLA conference with postage stamps and other postal
artifacts. These include: Belgium in 1977 on the 50th anniversary of
IFLA, the Philippines in 1980 (above), Kenya in 1984, Japan in 1986,
and Vatican City in 2009 when IFLA met in Milan.”...
Library History Buff Blog, July 27

Cycling for Libraries 2012,
Baltic States

The second Cycling for Libraries
unconference took off in Vilnius, Lithuania,
on July 28. The tour goes on for 11 days
through all three Baltic countries, ending in
Tallinn, Estonia, on August 7. The 100
participants come from all over the world,
from the US to Taiwan. The event is
financed by the participants, sponsors, and the Finnish Ministry of
Education and Culture. This video (3:52) describes Day 3 of the
trek....
Cycling for Libraries; Vimeo, July 30
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American Libraries Online
Louisiana denied state aid;
support varies elsewhere

Beverly Goldberg writes: “According to the
National Council of State Legislatures, all 32
states with annual July 1–June 30 fiscal
cycles finalized their budgets by mid-July,
and almost half have projected FY2013
upswings in sales and corporate income
taxes. The big unknown is how long it will take for that nascent
upswing to reach libraries after years of uncertain support in many
states. However, libraries are faring poorly in Louisiana, where Gov.
Bobby Jindal zeroed out the entire budget line of $896,000 for State
Aid to Public Libraries for FY2013.”...
American Libraries news, Aug. 8

ALA releases report on ebook
business models

Based on conversations with publishers and
deliberations on the ebook market, on August 8 ALA released Ebook
Business Models for Public Libraries (PDF file), a report that describes
general features and attributes of the current ebook environment and
outlines constraints and restrictions of current business models. The
report, which was created by the ALA Digital Content and Libraries
Working Group, suggests opportunities for publishers to showcase
content through public libraries....
AL: E-Content, Aug. 8

Outside/In: Essential
bookmarks

David Lee King and Michael Porter write: “Our library users want and
deserve the e-content they need, when they need it, and on the
device on which they want to view it. But how can libraries possibly
do that in competitive ways? We’ve compiled a collection of resources
here that you can use to ensure you are informed about the major
issues related to ebooks, e-content, libraries, publishers, and other
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critical areas.”...

American Libraries column, July/Aug.

Newsmaker: Karen Keninger

Karen Keninger (right) became director of the
National Library Service for the Blind and Physically
Handicapped at the Library of Congress in
Washington, D.C., in March. She is the first person
who is blind to direct the Braille and talking-book
program. She spoke with American Libraries in June
about how she plans to turn her lifelong patronage of
the NLS to the advantage of its other users....
American Libraries column, July/Aug.

APALA member featured at Poetry
Parnassus

Anchalee (Joy) Panigabutra-Roberts and Jade Alburo
write: “Bryan Thao Worra (right), Lao-American writer,
poet, and a member of the Asian Pacific American
Librarians Association, was selected to represent Lao
poets in Poetry Parnassus, a poetry festival named
after the home of the Greek Muses and part of
Southbank Centre’s Festival of the World, held June
26–July 1 in conjunction with the 2012 Olympics. He was one of the
poets picked from more than 6,000 nominations to represent each of
the 204 countries participating in the Olympics.”...
AL: Inside Scoop, Aug. 3

Youth Matters: A tale of two students

Michelle Luhtala and Deb Svec write: “Meet Michael. In June, he
graduated from a high school where he was encouraged to use his
own technology for teaching and learning, and to connect to the
district’s Wi-Fi network, where he shared almost complete open
internet access on school- and personal-learning devices while on
campus. Now meet Jessica, who is entering 11th grade in one of the
12 largest school districts in the United States. In this district, all
personal devices are banned.”...
American Libraries column, July/Aug.

Librarians who interview authors
on television

An annual subscription
to Booklist gives you
more print and media
content and integrated
print and online
coverage than any
other library review
publication, from the
authoritative source
you can trust. You be
the judge—take a free,
14-day trial or
subscribe to Booklist
now. We think you’ll
rule in our favor.
NEW! From Booklist.

Valerie Hawkins writes: “The ALA Library
recently responded to a rather specific
question: What television programs consist
of librarians interviewing authors? We found
a good handful of librarian-hosted TV talk
shows from all across the country that provide insight into the writer
and writing process. We believe that all of these are current. Please
do not hesitate to comment here with corrections or additions.”...
AL: Ask the ALA Librarian, Aug. 7

A new podcast series by AL
columnist Joe Janes

We are surrounded by and live by various
documents, but we take them for granted.
Joseph Janes (right), associate professor in
the University of Washington Information
School, got to thinking: What if he highlighted
their stories by discussing how such
documents came to be, what they mean, and
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how they are evolving in a changing world? That’s how he came up
with the idea of a series of podcasts on “Documents That Changed
the World.”...
University of Washington, Aug. 2
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Parliament Library,
Stockholm, Sweden.
The Riksdagsbibliotek,
created in 1851, is one
of the few
parliamentary libraries
in the world that is
open to the public.

ALA News
Freedom to Read Foundation launches
new website, blog

The Freedom to Read Foundation, the First
Amendment legal defense organization affiliated with
ALA, has unveiled its new website. The site, which
retains the same URL, is a significant upgrade for the
organization and will enhance the online experience
for FTRF members, donors, grant and award applicants, and those
who want to know more about the cases and programs in which FTRF
is involved. Among the features of the new site is a new FTRF Blog....
Freedom to Read Foundation, Aug. 7

“All Things Digital” panel at JCLC

The Institute of Museum and Library Services will
convene an “All Things Digital” panel at the Joint
Conference of Librarians of Color on September 22 in
Kansas City, Missouri. The event will provide an
opportunity to explore the future of library services
with experts leading some of the profession’s most
innovative and ambitious projects. Scheduled speakers include Charles
Henry, Jon P. Gant, and Jake Cowan....
Office for Diversity, Aug. 7

Chinese-language RDA

ALA Publishing and National Library of China Publishing House have
reached an agreement for the translation of RDA: Resource
Description and Access into the Chinese (Mandarin) language. The
publishing house will translate a print version of RDA in Mandarin and
distribute it in China and globally. The current agreement does not
include any plans to offer an electronic version of the translation....
RDA Toolkit, July 31

Getting the most out of social media
tools

Social Information: Gaining Competitive and Business
Information Using Social Media Tools, published by
Chandos Publishing and available through NealSchuman Publishers, explores how information
available through traditional business and competitive
resources can be complemented by information gained
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Stockholm Public
Library, Stockholm,
Sweden. A Nordic
neoclassical building
designed by Gunnar
Asplund in 1918–1924
and completed in
1928, the library was
Sweden’s first openstack public facility.
Three levels of
bookshelves surround
the interior of the 23meter-high rotunda.
Asplund also designed
20 different kinds of
chairs for the library.
The Sandman, a
painting by PostImpressionist artist
Nils von Dardel is in
the children’s room.
This AL Direct feature
showcases 250 libraries
around the world that are
notable for their exquisite
architecture, historic
collections, and innovative
services. If you find yourself
on vacation near one of
them, be sure to stop by for
a visit. Some will be featured
in The Whole Library
Handbook 5, edited by
George M. Eberhart, which is
scheduled for publication in
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through social media tools. Outlining different
categories of social tools and their competitive and
business applications, author Scott Brown provides many examples of
searches with screenshots....

2013 by ALA Editions. There
is also a Great Libraries of
the World Pinterest board.

ALA Neal-Schuman, Aug. 1
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Featured review: Adult historical
fiction

Doig, Ivan. The Bartender’s Tale. Aug. 2012.
400p. Riverhead, hardcover (978-1-59448735-4).
If we were to expand the definition of the
traditional western to include historical fiction
about the American West, then Doig’s
acclaimed body of work would fit squarely
within the genre’s redefined borders. His latest
stars Tom Harry, owner and chief barkeep (a classic western
archetype) of a saloon called Medicine Lodge in Gros Ventre,
Montana, which itself lies in the heart of Doig’s version of
Yoknapatawpha County, the Two Medicine country, which
straddles the Continental Divide in northern Montana and is
the setting for many of the author’s best novels (including
English River, 1985). Tom’s story, narrated by his precocious,
12-year-old son, Rusty, begins in 1960 but quickly flashes
back to the Depression, when Harry ran another bar at the
site of the Fort Peck dam construction (the subject of Doig’s
Bucking the Sun, 1996)....

Westerns for the 21st
century

Joyce Saricks writes: “I’ve always
loved westerns—the daring adventure, the laconic heroes, the
rugged landscape. As a child on the Kansas plains, I grew up
surrounded by reminders of the Old West. Black Kettle Creek
ran at the back of our pasture, and I spent years searching for
the connection to its namesake, a Southern Cheyenne chief.
Westerns likely aren’t the most popular genre in most of our

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2012/august/080812-2.htm[7/17/2014 10:35:28 AM]

Career Leads
from

Programming
Librarian. Mandel
Public Library of West
Palm Beach (formerly
West Palm Beach Public
Library), Florida, was
recently awarded a
grant from the Mandel
Foundation to assist the
library in establishing
world-class
programming. This
yearlong, grant-funded
position will require
researching, planning,
and implementation of
interactive, cultural,
and educational
programs for all ages.
The Programming
Librarian will develop
and manage public
relations efforts,
perform needed
community analyses to
determine public
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libraries, yet I think we ignore them at our peril. Like fiction
and nonfiction on the Civil War, westerns reflect an important
part of our history and culture, and there will always be a
place for these novels and the accompanying histories, art,
and films that reflect the western expansion of the US and the
men and women who made it happen.”...

@

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
Go back to the Top

programming needs,
and provide exceptional
customer service. In
addition, this person
will work closely with
the Library’s Foundation
and Friends groups,
community groups, and
outside agencies....

Division News
John Green to be 2012 Teen Read Week
spokesperson

Best-selling YA author John Green (right) has been
named Teen Read Week spokesperson for 2012. Teen
Read Week is YALSA’s annual literacy initiative aimed
at encouraging teens to read for the fun of it. The
week will be celebrated October 14–20 with a theme
of “It Came from the Library!” As spokesperson, Green
will host a national kickoff event and judge a teen book-trailer
contest....

@

More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week

YALSA, Aug. 7

YALSA seeks a blog manager

YALSA is looking for a member manager for its acclaimed YALSAblog.
The blog delivers news, information, and resources of interest to
public and school librarians and library workers who serve teens. Full
details, including qualifications, duties, and honoraria, are available
online. Applications are due by November 1....
YALSA, Aug. 7

Stories that matter

Everybody knows that some stories are more compelling than others.
Now you can discover how to select and communicate the stories of
your library’s successes in ways that will have the greatest impact
and will produce the results you need. LLAMA will present a webinar
on “Library Outcomes: Stories that Matter” on August 22. Register
online....
LLAMA, Aug. 7

RUSA reveals its fall online learning lineup

This fall, RUSA is offering courses on interlibrary loan, business
reference, spatial literacy and online mapping, reference interview
skills, and genealogy reference. Also available is the brand-new
Health Information 101 course. Registration is open....
RUSA Blog, Aug. 1

New evaluation workbook for school
librarians

AASL has released a new book that provides school
librarians an opportunity to engage in rigorous selfevaluation and shape school administrator
evaluations. A 21st-Century Approach to School
Librarian Evaluation, written by Patricia Owen, is
available in both print and ebook formats. The
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The Digital Library of
South Dakota is a
collaboration of the
libraries of six Board
of Regents colleges
and universities in the
state of South Dakota:
Black Hills State
University, Dakota
State University,
Dakota Wesleyan
University, Northern
State University, South
Dakota School of
Mines and Technology,
South Dakota State
University, and the
University of South
Dakota. The
consortium has made
a variety of unique
collections digitally
available, among them
the 1972 Flood
Collection, the George
S. McGovern
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publication includes workbook-style prompts that
walk school librarians through suggested readings, action tips, and
evidence collection....
AASL, Aug. 7

Analyze your data sets

AASL has released a new publication focused on
increasing a school librarian’s ability to analyze and
articulate data sets. The Power of Data: An
Introduction to Using Local, State, and National Data
to Support School Library Programs, written by Sandra
Andrews, guides school librarians through the effective
use of data in order to influence school library
program stakeholders. The publication is available in
both print and ebook formats....
AASL, Aug. 7

ALSC offers student session on mentoring

ALSC will offer a free online workshop on August 14 for all students
and early career professionals interested in children’s services.
“Emerging As a Leader: How ALSC Helped Us Become the Future” is
presented by three members of ALSC’s 2012 Emerging Leader project
team. Debbie Zimmerman, Kim Castle-Alberts, and Maria Pontillas
were members of Team E, which developed recommendations for an
ALSC mentoring program. Register by August 13....
ALSC, Aug. 2

How to improve service for people with disabilities

In the four-week course “Improving Library Services for People with
Disabilities,” instructor Kate Todd teaches about resources and
assistive technologies; the changes in attitudes, laws, and
technologies that have impacted people with disabilities; and how to
recommend changes in personal and organizational behaviors to
improve services. Registration is open....
ASCLA Blog, Aug. 7

Go back to the Top

Awards & Grants
Win a $3,000 National Library Week grant

Libraries seeking to share their stories and raise public awareness are
encouraged to apply for the 2013 Scholastic Library Publishing
National Library Week Grant. The library that develops the best public
awareness campaign using the 2013 National Library Week theme will
be awarded $3,000 to promote its services. All proposals must use
the theme “Communities Matter @ your library,” which incorporates
the Campaign for America’s Libraries’ @ your library brand. Apply by
September 30....
Campaign for America’s Libraries, Aug. 7
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Collection, the USD
and SDSU photo
collections, and the
Black Hills National
Forest Collection.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site, Check out
our Featured Digital
Libraries Pinterest board.

Noted and
Quoted
“Visiting the Flushing
(N.Y.) library helped
me realize that
libraries persist
because the
marketplace, with all
its many splendors,
provides no good
alternative to these
comforting
institutions where
you can sit and think
without a penny in
your pocket.
Libraries also persist
because the idea of
improvement
persists—and
because libraries
continue to meet the
needs of their
patrons, perhaps
even better than
they have in the
past.”
—Daniel Akst, “Today’s Public
Libraries,” Carnegie Reporter
6, no. 4 (Spring 2012).

@

More quotes...
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Anastasi, England win YALSA stipends

Meg Anastasi, reference and teen librarian with the Springfield (Mass.)
City Library and teen services coordinator with Meekins Public Library
in Williamsburg, and Megan England, a student at the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, have won 2012 Young Adult Literature
Symposium stipends from YALSA. Anastasi received a worker stipend,
while England received a student stipend. The grant provides them
with up to $1,000 to attend the 2012 symposium, to be held
November 2–4 in St. Louis....

Preserving the News: The
Vanderbilt Television News
Archive

YALSA, Aug. 7

2012 RITA Awards

The 2012 RITA awards were announced at the
Romance Writers of America Annual Conference in
Anaheim, July 25–28. The awards signify excellence in
12 categories of romantic fiction. The winner for
romantic suspense was J. D. Robb, New York to Dallas
(Penguin), for YA romance it was Ann Aguirre, Enclave
(Macmillan Feiwel and Friends), and for historical
romance the winner was Joanna Bourne, The Black
Hawk (Berkley)....
Romance Writers of America

Go back to the Top

Libraries in the News
Trash fees bail out three
Springfield branches

In a decision cheered by library supporters,
the Springfield, Massachusetts, city council
approved a $15 trash fee increase July 30,
part of which will be used to reopen three
library branches in the fall. The council voted
7–4 to boost the trash fee from $75 to $90, and then approved using
$200,000 of the new revenue to reopen the Liberty Street, Pine Point
(above), and East Forest Park branches of the Springfield City Library
as early as September 24....
Springfield (Mass.) Republican, July 30

Dr. King's Opposition to
Vietnam War
Marilyn Monroe's Legacy
Continues to Fascinate Us
Fifty Years After the Fall
Transformative Power of
Classical Music Reaches
Tens of Thousands
How to Pay for College:
Finding and Applying for
Scholarships
Ridley Pearson: 'Without
libraries I couldn't have
written my first book'
(video)'
Memoir Writing @ your
library

Join Us on Facebook
Subscribe to our
Newsletter

Library becomes a village post office

On August 1, the Leighton Township Library in Moline, Michigan,
became the first library in the country to be designated a “village post
office,” according to US Postal Service representative Sabrina Todd.
Most village post offices are located inside pharmacies, grocery stores,
or other businesses. After hours were cut at the nearby post office
branch, Library Director Andrea Estelle suggested that the library
might offer some postal services as an added benefit to patrons....
Wayland (Mich.) Advance, Aug. 2

University of Wisconsin–Superior
reopens library after flood

The University of Wisconsin-Superior’s Jim Dan
Hill Library reopened August 7, some six weeks
after massive floods destroyed thousands of
books on the building’s lower level. The library
is offering access to its collections on the upper
two floors. Director Debra Nordgren said she
plans to have the core of the book collection replaced by late
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Calendar
Sept. 6–8:

National Alliance for
Media Arts and
Culture, National
Conference, Hyatt
Regency Minneapolis.
“Leading Creatively.”
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September. “This is a good opportunity for us to make sure we have
a collection that is vital to our curriculum,” Nordgren said....
University of Wisconsin–Superior, Aug. 7

Kansas museum library sustains water damage

The University of Kansas’s Spencer Museum of Art in Lawrence
remained closed August 6 after a water line broke early August 1 and
leaked water into the bottom two floors of the building. The water
damaged between 15,000 and 20,000 books, roughly 10% of the
library’s 170,000 volumes. KU spokesman Joe Monaco said the books
will be taken to a Chicago facility where they will be vacuum-freeze
dried, evaluated, and treated....
Lawrence (Kans.) Journal-World, Aug. 2

Bedbugs close two libraries

Wichita (Kans.) Central Library was closed
August 2–6 after bedbugs were discovered
on chairs on two floors of the building. The
bugs were sniffed out by Ms. Liberty Belle,
the beagle who did the same for the Tulsa
library recently. Library Director Cynthia
Berner Harris (right) said officials don’t believe any library materials
were affected. Russell Library in Middletown, Connecticut, reopened
August 3 after the building closed earlier in the week due to an
infestation that affected about 2,000 items in the collection....

KAKE-TV, Wichita, Kans., Aug. 2; Wichita Eagle, Aug. 6; WTIC-AM, Hartford, Conn., Aug.
3

Library cafés: One persists,
another closes

For the third year in a row, the Laramie
County (Wyo.) Library System’s café closed
out the fiscal year in the red. The café, which
first opened in September 2009, has operated at a loss every year
since then. But Chief Operations Officer Laura Block said neither she
nor the library board consider the loss to be a serious issue, as the
café generates revenue and customer numbers are going up. But the
business-operated café in the West Des Moines (Iowa) Public Library
is closing August 10. It has had five different owners since 2003, and
Library Director Darryl Eschete plans to repurpose the space. Check
out this 2012 survey of library cafés....

Cheyenne Wyoming Tribune Eagle, Aug. 2; Des Moines (Iowa) Register, Aug. 4; Primary
Research Group, July 3

Bronx library labors to be relevant
again

The stacks of the Huntington Free Library and
Reading Room in the Bronx, New York, once
overflowed with American Indian manuscripts,
books, and artwork so prized that the
Smithsonian Institution tried unsuccessfully to
seize the collection. But decades of financial trouble eventually forced
the historic but little-known library to part with the collection. Today,
it is trying to reinvent itself in the role of a traditional community
library....
New York Times, Aug. 7

Chicago Public Library offers a Blue Moon
fine amnesty

For the first time in 20 years, the Chicago Public Library
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Sept. 7–9:

Nova Scotia Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Port
Hawkesbury Civic
Centre.

Sept. 19–22:

North Dakota Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Best
Western Doublewood
Inn and Conference
Center, Fargo. “Finding
Your Voice.”

Sept. 20–22:

Kentucky Library
Association /
Kentucky School
Media Association,
Joint Conference, Galt
House Hotel and
Suites, Louisville.
“Kentucky Libraries:
For Every Chapter of
Your Life.”

Sept. 26–28:

The Memory of the
World in the Digital
Age: Digitization and
Preservation
Conference, Sheraton
Vancouver Wall Centre,
Vancouver, British
Columbia. Sponsored
by UNESCO.

Sept. 26–29:

Wyoming Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Parkway
Plaza Hotel and
Convention Centre,
Casper. “Celebrate Our
Past—Create Our
Future.”

Sept. 26–30:

Nairobi International
Bookfair, Sarit Centre
Expo Hall, Westlands,
Nairobi, Kenya.
“Education and Peace.”

Sept. 28–29:

KidLitCon, Stephen A.
Schwarzman Building,
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is offering a fine amnesty program to encourage all
patrons to return overdue materials and not allow fines
to discourage students from taking advantage of library
resources. Coinciding with the astronomical phenomenon taking place
on August 31, the Library is naming the program the “Once in a Blue
Moon Amnesty,” reinforcing the fact that it is not a regular
occurrence. The last amnesty was in 1992. CPL is currently owed $1.4
million in unpaid fines from overdue materials with an estimated
worth of more than $2 million....
Chicago Public Library, Aug. 6

Google tries out new mapping program in Oceanside
In the first project of its kind on the West Coast, Google is about to
include the indoor floor plans of Oceanside (Calif.) City Hall, the Civic
Center Library, and the city’s senior citizen centers in Google Maps.
Want to know where the video discs are displayed in the library or
how to find the children’s section? The answer will be found on your
smartphone or tablet. Better yet, the map will show where you are
and how to get there—with the display constantly updating as you
take an elevator or escalator or walk upstairs to a higher level....
Escondido (Calif.) North County Times, Aug. 4

Clearwater library to put up a
fence

After only eight years, the downtown
Clearwater (Fla.) Public Library’s front
entrance and the outdoor terrace on the
west side are starting to show wear and
tear. Officials say that’s partly because there’s a problem with
homeless people sleeping around the building at night. So the city
council voted August 2 to put a teal-colored, 8-foot metal fence
around the front entrance, with a curving arch on top that mirrors the
library’s wavelike roof. A similar fence will surround the west terrace,
for a total cost of $119,400....
Tampa Bay (Fla.) Times, Aug. 4

US scholar urges closer cultural ties
with China

At age 80, Chi Wang (right), a Georgetown history
professor who helped develop the Chinese Collection
at the Library of Congress, still has a dream—to open
an office in China to enhance the country’s cultural
interaction with the United States. The office, he said,
could buy books directly from publishers in China and
help US scholars conduct research there. LC only had
300,000 volumes in its Chinese Collection when Wang began working
on it in 1957; it now holds about 1 million books, newspapers,
magazines, and films....
China Daily, Aug. 4

Go back to the Top

Issues
It’s time to stop trying to save libraries

R. David Lankes writes: “Close the crisis center. Take down the picket
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New York Public
Library, New York City.

Sept. 30–
Oct. 3:

Pennsylvania Library
Association, Annual
Conference,
Gettysburg.
“Pennsylvania
Libraries: Leading the
Charge.”

Oct. 1–3:

Emerging
Technologies in
Academic Libraries,
International
Conference, Rica
Nidelven Hotel,
Trondheim, Norway.

Oct. 9–11:

Illinois Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Peoria
Civic Center. “Bouncing
Higher.”

Oct. 24–26:

Books in Browsers
conference, Internet
Archive, 300 Funston
Avenue, San Francisco.

Oct. 26–27:

In Re Books, a
conference on law and
the future of books,
New York Law School,
New York City.
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Nov. 15–18:

National Council of
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signs. Please proceed to unoccupy the library. It is time to stop trying
to save libraries. No, this is not another bait-and-switch act of verbal
irony about how libraries are obsolete. This is about the messages we
send. By taking on the mantra of saving libraries, we are assuming
that we are weak. Worse, it plays into the whole idea that we are
wounded or broken.”...

Teachers of English,
Annual Convention,
MGM Grand Hotel
Convention Center in
Las Vegas, Nevada.

What do we do and why do we do it?

National
Communication
Association, Annual
Convention, Dolphin
Hotel, Orlando, Florida.

Virtual Dave...Real Blog, Aug. 1

Emily Ford writes: “The library community should
develop a philosophy of librarianship. In order to do
so, the community should engage in a dialogue about
what we do and why we do it. Engaging in a reflective
and philosophically based practice of librarianship will
enable the library community to have successful
conversations with those they serve. As a result,
librarians will be invited to participate in important
community decision-making efforts, and be able to
further impact communities.”...
In the Library with the Lead Pipe, Aug. 8

Cybersecurity Act fails Senate vote

On August 2, the US Senate took a cloture vote to end debate on
S.3414, the Cybersecurity Act of 2012. The vote was recorded as 52–
46, meaning there were not the 60 votes necessary to advance the
bill. This vote signals that the bill will likely not be taken up this year.
The defeat of the bill also deals a heavy blow to the White House,
which lobbied hard for passage all year. Part of the problem,
according to Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.), was that
Republicans were insisting on amendment votes that were not
germane to cybersecurity. The White House hasn’t ruled out issuing
an executive order....

Nov. 15–18:
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District Dispatch, Aug. 2; The Hill: Hillicon Valley, Aug. 2, 4

LCA files amicus brief in Google Book Search case

On August 1, members of the Library Copyright Alliance (ALA, ACRL,
and the Association of Research Libraries), together with the
Electronic Frontier Foundation, filed an amicus brief (PDF file) in
Authors Guild v. Google, Inc., a lawsuit in which authors allege that
Google violated copyright by scanning books to create Google Book
Search. The brief defends GBS as permissible under the doctrine of
fair use. Meanwhile, the Authors Guild filed a motion for summary
judgment (PDF file) July 27, asking for $750 per infringement, which
could result in damages that exceed $1 billion....

George M. Eberhart,
Editor:
geberhart@ala.org

Beverly Goldberg,
Senior Editor:
bgoldberg@ala.org

District Dispatch, Aug. 2; Publishers Weekly, Aug. 6
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Tech Talk
What powers the Mars Curiosity
rover?

Chloe Albanesius writes: “According to
NASA, Curiosity is equipped with just 2GB
of flash memory (the new MacBook Air
offers up 64GB, 128GB, or 265GB).
However, that 2GB is eight times as much
as the previous Mars rovers, Spirit and Opportunity, had on board.
Curiosity’s computer chip clocks at up to 200 megahertz, and there is
256MB of RAM and 256KB of electrically erasable programmable read-
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only memory in Curiosity’s calculating engine. If those specs sound
pedestrian, consider that the MacBook probably couldn’t handle the
radiation on Mars.” Ian Paul offers some tips on how to follow
Curiosity’s Martian adventures....

To advertise in American
Libraries Direct, contact:

PC Magazine, Aug. 6; PC World, Aug. 8

2012: The year code broke

R. Toby Greenwalt writes: “Libraries are uniquely positioned to take
advantage of technological trends. But if we want to see resources
customized to our information needs, we’re going to have to learn a
thing or two about code. Like many of the topics that come across
our desks, we don’t have to be experts to get results. Whether it’s
tweaking the PHP in a WordPress template, performing a batch edit
on a group of MARC records, or experimenting with a catalog API,
knowing just a little bit can go quite a long way. Consider this your
crash course in how code can help your library.”...
Public Libraries Online, Aug. 2

How security flaws led to my epic
hacking

Mat Honan writes: “In the space of one hour,
my entire digital life was destroyed. First my
Google account was taken over, then deleted. Next my Twitter
account was compromised and used as a platform to broadcast racist
and homophobic messages. And worst of all, my AppleID account was
broken into, and my hackers used it to remotely erase all of the data
on my iPhone, iPad, and MacBook. In many ways, this was all my
fault. But it also exposes vital security flaws in the customer service
systems of Apple and Amazon.” In the wake of Honan’s hack, some
people are turning to Google’s two-step verification process (video,
3:28); but Bobbi Newman has a cautionary tale about this
procedure....
Wired: GadgetLab, Aug. 6; Mashable, Aug. 8; YouTube, May 27, 2011; Librarian by Day,
Aug. 8

Is cloud security an oxymoron?

Paul Lilly writes: “Like it or not, technology is becoming ever more
reliant on the cloud, and that has both positive and negative
ramifications. On the positive side, cloud computing has opened up a
whole new world of productivity with Google Docs and Office 365. The
cloud also flipped the entertainment industry on its head with online
music lockers that make it possible to access playlists anywhere. But
playing in the cloud isn’t always sunshine and rainbows.”...
ExtremeTech, Aug. 8

How to buy a scanner

M. David Stone and Tony Hoffman write:
“Finding the right scanner can be a challenge.
Most can scan just about anything, but they
come in a variety of types and sizes that are
fine-tuned for different purposes. Here are the
key questions to ask to help make sure you
pick the right scanner—or scanners—for your needs.” And here are
eight of the best portable scanners for you to consider....
PC Magazine, Aug. 2

http://, @, Ctrl-Alt-Del, and all that

Caleb Garling writes: “Why is there an @ symbol in your email
address? Why do we type http:// when visiting a website? Why have
we spent so much of our lives trying to hit the Ctrl, Alt, and Delete
keys at the same time? You can often trace such arcana back to a
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very personal moment, when a particular computing pioneer had to
make a choice. The choices were made. And, for some reason, they
stuck.”...
Wired: Enterprise, Aug. 3

When you need a stylus

David Pogue writes: “I rounded up 40 styluses
from Just Mobile, BoxWave, Griffin, Hand,
SuckUK, Hard Candy, Hub, Kensington, Kuel,
Logiix, MediaDevil, oStylus, Studio Neat,
Targus, and Wacom; even then, I’m sure I
missed a few. I tested them in art apps like
Paper and Sketchbook Pro, in note-taking apps like Penultimate, and
in everyday navigation on tablets and phones. Here’s a guide to a
panoply of styluses, organized by the problems that their designs
address.”...
New York Times: Personal Tech, Aug. 1
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E-Content
Rightsizing digital content
purchase groups

Christopher Harris writes: “What is the ideal size of a group for
purchasing digital content? Some states engage in statewide
purchasing of digital resources, but I wonder how well that will
continue to work as digital content becomes a larger part of our
collections. New York State, for example, offers NOVELny as a set of
resources for all students and residents across all grades and library
types. Today, however, the statewide system is falling apart.”...
AL: E-Content, Aug. 6

BISG endorses EPUB 3

The Book Industry Study Group, a leading US-based
trade association, announced August 6 the
publication of a new policy statement that endorses
EPUB 3 as the accepted and preferred standard for
the creation of digital content. BISG Policy
Statement POL-1201: Endorsement of EPUB 3
encourages all member companies and other
industry stakeholders to work toward adopting the
full range of functionality within EPUB 3 as soon as possible....
Book Industry Study Group, Aug. 6

OCLC recommends Open Data Commons
Attribution License

OCLC is recommending the Open Data Commons
Attribution License (ODC-BY) for member institutions that
would like to release their library catalog data on the web. This
license provides the means for users to share WorldCat-derived data
in a manner that is consistent with the cooperative’s community
norms defined in the “WorldCat Rights and Responsibilities.” Data can
be freely shared subject only to attribution and OCLC’s request that
those making use of WorldCat-derived data conform to community
norms....
OCLC, Aug. 6

Library patrons want ebooks

Jeremy Greenfield writes: “Library patrons, it turns out, are just like
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everybody else when it comes to ebooks: Increasingly, they want
them. According to the new Patron Profiles report from Library Journal
and Bowker, 28% of library patrons want to download ebooks at their
local libraries. That number increases when it comes to library patrons
who also read ebooks: Nearly two-thirds of those want ebooks
available at their local libraries. Among library patrons, the Kindle ereader is the favored e-reading device.”...
Digital Book World, Aug. 1

David Pogue downloads BitTorrent ebook

Author and New York Times tech columnist David Pogue writes: “Hm.
That’s weird. There’s no electronic edition of The Bourne Identity on
Amazon. Nor any of its sequels. I eventually learned that Robert
Ludlum’s estate can’t agree on a royalty rate with its publisher.
Dudes: It’s 2012. How about worrying about the thousands of dollars
a month you’ve been leaving on the table by not offering the books
to the public? So I downloaded the book from a BitTorrent site. I sure
wish I could have paid for it, so I sent the publisher a check for
$9.99.”...
New York Times: Pogue’s Posts, Aug. 2

The uncertain economics of lending ebooks

Like a tired marriage, the relationship between libraries and
publishers has long been reassuringly dull. Ebooks, however, are
causing heartache. Libraries know they need digital wares if they are
to remain relevant, but many publishers are too wary of piracy and
lost sales to cooperate. Library advocates argue that book borrowers
are also book buyers, and that libraries are vital spaces for readers to
discover new work. So publishers keep tweaking their lending
arrangements in search of the right balance....
The Economist, July 28

Go back to the Top

Books & Reading
What grownups can learn from kids’
books

Maria Konnikova writes: “To a child, The Little Prince
is the story of a boy who falls from the sky, meets
lots of funny people on his travels, and then returns
to his star. But take a closer look and you find as
clear a commentary on everything that’s wrong with
modern life—and what can be done to fix it—as you
would in the most biting social satire. It may seem
silly for adults to waste time on books for children.
But are we really wasting it—or using it to much better advantage?
”...
The Atlantic, Aug. 6

Rousing Reads: An homage to film noir

Bill Ott writes: “We all know about life imitating art,
but what about novels imitating film—film noir in
particular? Patrick Conrad’s No Sale (the words
written in lipstick on a mirror by Gloria Wandrous,
the Elizabeth Taylor character in Butterfield 8) is only
the latest in a short list of noir fiction that draws on
film noir. I’m not talking here about novels that
simply use the themes and techniques of film noir to
tell a story, but rather about novels that refer directly
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to famous films and their actors.”...
American Libraries column, July/Aug.

NPR listeners nominate 100 best-ever
teen novels

It’s almost a cliché to say that teen fiction isn’t just
for teens anymore. Which is why NPR was only a little
surprised to see the tremendous response that came
in for this summer’s Best-Ever Teen Fiction poll. A
whopping 75,220 people voted for their favorite young
adult novels, submitting more than 1,200 nominations.
(For your convenience, here’s a printable version of
the top-100 list, as well as a list of the 235 finalists.) This year’s
response blasted past the total for last year’s science fiction and
fantasy poll at warp speed....
National Public Radio, Aug. 7, 2012; Aug. 11, 2011

Goodreads vs. LibraryThing

Amanda Nelson writes: “If there’s one thing
I love almost as much as books, it’s making
lists of books. The two most popular book
cataloging and social networking sites seem
to be Goodreads and LibraryThing. So which one should
you use? What are the benefits and drawbacks of each? I’ve done
some major digging into their terms of service and various
functionalities to give you many points to consider about both sites.”
Read Part Two....
Book Riot, July 31, Aug. 7

Souvenir postcard booklets

Alastair Johnston writes: “The postcard
booklet is either a set of cards in a folder or
a single accordion-fold booklet that folds up
into a cover. Such photo-illustrated booklets
are a wonderful adjunct to books with other
types of imagery. Some folding postcards
were printed on both sides, so were not
meant to be detached but kept as a surprising foldout that echoed the
journey through changing landscapes. A folder containing loose cards
is also a popular souvenir.”...
Booktryst, Aug. 6

Go back to the Top

Tips & Ideas
Five key roles for 21st-century school librarians

Michelle Luhtala writes: “According to Joyce Valenza, teacher librarian
at Springfield Township (Pa.) High School, this is the golden age of
librarianship. Copresenting a session at the 2012 Building Learning
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Communities conference on July 19, Valenza outlined five areas in
which K–12 schools should turn to their librarians to empower
learners with valuable 21st-century college and career readiness
skills. Librarians help all students gain access to, evaluate, ethically
use, create, share, and synthesize information.”...
eSchool News, Aug. 2

Creative Commons license
chooser

Joyce Valenza writes: “If your students
are creating and publishing digital
content at the rate mine are, you likely
want to lead them to select a CC license
to apply to their own materials. A new Creative Commons license
chooser launched this week. The very simple interface presents four
boxes that update dynamically as users select options and complete
attribution metadata. After completing the form, users are presented
with a suggested license, a choice of icons, and embed code for
inserting their license on a web page.”...
School Library Journal: NeverEndingSearch, Aug. 5

Librarians second only to doctors in public trust

Internet users in the UK trust library staff more than most other
providers of online support and information, and public library staff
are second only to doctors in terms of the trust placed in them by
information seekers, according to a survey commissioned by the
Society of Chief Librarians. 80% of the users surveyed through the
Public Libraries Information Offer said that the support provided in
libraries improved their level of understanding of online information....
Society of Chief Librarians blog, Aug. 3

New ARL salary survey for 2011–2012

The Association of Research Libraries has published
the ARL Annual Salary Survey 2011–2012 , which
analyzes salary data for all professional staff working
in the 126 ARL member libraries during FY 2011–
2012. Data are reported for 9,910 professional staff
in the 115 university ARL libraries and for 4,046
professional staff in the 11 non-university ARL
libraries. The median salary for US ARL university
libraries in 2011 was $66,467, an increase of 2.3% over the 2010–
2011 median salary of $65,000....
Association of Research Libraries, Aug. 8

The immeasurable Library of Congress

Nicholas Taylor writes: “The popular estimation that the Library of
Congress represents 10 terabytes of data came from a 2000 study by
two UC Berkeley iSchool professors. Several critical, and often
overlooked, caveats were that this number only figured the print
collections (PDF file) and that these were counted as the amount of
disk space occupied when reduced to plaintext (PDF file). The tacit
critique that so much more data is being created, transmitted, and
stored via digital technologies than is housed in the putatively
nondigital Library of Congress is that LC is somehow less relevant.”...
The Signal: Digital Preservation, Aug. 6

Nine data visualization tools for
librarians

Ellyssa Kroski writes: “Data visualization and
infographics tools are a great way to keep
students and readers engaged. Here are
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nine free applications that will enable you to
create your own infographics, maps, graphs,
charts, and diagrams. For example, Stat
Planet, which lets you create customizable, interactive maps or graphs
with data you import.”...
iLibrarian, Aug. 4

Why gamify and what to avoid

Bohyun Kim writes: “We tend to associate the library
with learning, research, scholarship, and something
serious. Games make us think of fun. For this reason, it
is natural to worry about any library-related activities
such as reading, studying, or researching becoming
frivolous and trivial by gamification. In an effort to
address this concern, I will point out that gamification is
a society-wide trend (and likely not so frivolous after
all), what to avoid in gamifying libraries, and what the
limit of gamification is.”...
ACRL TechConnect, Aug. 7

QR Code treasure hunt brings
teens into the library

Sarah Rich writes: “As a way to teach
teens about library resources, the
Chesterfield County (Va.) Public Library
gave them a challenge: Solve problems
with the help of quick response (QR)
codes. In November 2011, the libraries
tried a two-month program called ‘iHunt:
Crack the CCPL Code.’ The program challenged teens to learn about
library resources by completing a digital treasure hunt inside the
library. Librarians strategically placed signs equipped with QR code
readers throughout the facility.” For more details, read this Virginia
Libraries report....
Government Technology, Aug. 7; Virginia Libraries 58, no. 1 (Jan.-Mar.)

A collaborative adventure in
library programming

Mary Bear Shannon writes: “It was January
2011, and I had only been working at the
Haverford Township (Pa.) Free Library for
three weeks. My director handed me an
announcement for an opportunity titled
‘Traveling Exhibitions Exploring Jewish History
and Culture.’ She and I had just been discussing ways to expand our
programming at the library, so I was game. Although I had worked in
educational programming in nonprofit organizations for 10 years, this
was my first time planning programs in a public library.”...
Programming Librarian, Aug. 7

Exhibiting controversial materials

David Haberstich writes: “Archivists, curators, and
librarians often have controversial materials in their
collections, and the mere act of presenting them to
the public in the form of exhibitions, publications, and
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online catalogs can be fraught with risks for such
professionals and their institutions. To a lesser extent,
images and text posted online by institutions can also
carry risks of offending segments of the public. I feel
that exhibitions can legitimately seek to educate
through provocation and confrontation, whereas
through cataloging I try to document and describe without
unnecessary provocation.”...
Smithsonian Collections Blog, July 31

10 avant-garde works on the
National Film Registry

Cary O’Dell writes: “The avant-garde is just
the norm that hasn’t happened yet.
Certainly that seems to be the case with
most of the historic ‘avant-garde’ works
that have so far been named to the Library
of Congress’s National Film Registry. Since
its inception, the Librarian of Congress and the National Film Registry
Board have worked to incorporate avant-garde works into the
Registry, recognizing the important role that experimental filmmakers
play in moving the art of movie-making forward.” Here are 10 that
you can watch. (See the American Libraries Pinterest page for more
NFR titles.)...
Listverse, Aug. 5

Deciphering signature marks

Sarah Werner writes: “Signature marks are
those letters, numbers, and sometimes
symbols at the bottom of the first portion of
gatherings to help binders assemble the
sheets of a book into the right order. Books
in the handpress era were printed not as single leaves, but as sheets
with varying numbers of pages per side. One sheet of paper might
contain, once properly folded, 2 leaves (a folio), 4 leaves (a quarto),
8 leaves (an octavo), or 12 leaves (a duodecimo or twelvemo).
Signature marks can also tell us about where the book was printed,
and that’s where things get exciting.”...
The Collation, Aug. 7

Harvard acquires Trotsky’s
last reading material

Harvard University’s Houghton Library
has acquired the copy of the Mexico City newspaper, Ultimas Noticias
de Excelsior, that exiled Russian revolutionary Leon Trotsky was
purportedly reading when he was fatally attacked August 20, 1940, in
his home in Coyoacán, Mexico, by an undercover NKVD agent with an
ice axe. The newspaper, spattered with blood, was retrieved by one of
Trotsky’s guards, Henry Schnautz....
Modern Books and Manuscripts, Aug. 1

Special collections and archives
in the Digital Age

The Association of Research Libraries has
published the final version of its Research Library Issues, no. 279,
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which is devoted to legal concerns and evolving professional practices
around digitizing special collections and archival materials. The issue
also includes a model digitization contract for use with outside
vendors, model “deeds of gift” that can secure permission from rights
holders to make donated material accessible, and an essay by Duke
University’s Kevin Smith on a new way of thinking about copyright
and risk management in digitizing special collections....
Association of Research Libraries, Aug. 7

Washington and Lee receives Civil
War newspapers

More than 150 Civil War-era newspapers
have found a home in the special collections
of Washington and Lee University’s Leyburn
Library, thanks to Fred Farrar, Class of 1941
and a retired teacher of journalism. The
collection, which is in excellent condition,
includes a mix of Northern and Southern
newspapers, from the Richmond Whig and the Nashville Daily Union
to the New York Times and the Philadelphia Inquirer. There are also
pages from 1860 and 1862 editions of Harper’s Weekly....
Washington and Lee University, Aug. 6

I found her in the archives: The first
Serbian at Mount Holyoke

Jelena Jezdimirovic writes: “As I was reading about
Mary Woolley, the 11th president of Mount Holyoke
College in South Hadley, Massachusetts, I thought
that she must be the most exciting college president
in the history of higher education. In one of her
letters dating back to 1920, Woolley mentioned a
Mount Holyoke student named Marija Yovanovitch
(right) from Belgrade. I felt the need to discover how Marija ended up
at Mount Holyoke. For two afternoons, Head of Archives Leslie Fields
and I looked through all the possible documentation relating to
international students in the 1920s.”...
Mount Holyoke College LITS, July 31

Literary cupcakes

These nourishing little book cupcakes are the
perfect thing for your next book club
gathering. These are not fictional! They are
genuinely literary cupcakes. But you will have
to travel to Victoria’s Kitchen in Chiswick,
West London, to sample them in person....
Book Patrol, Aug. 2
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American Libraries Online
How public libraries are a boon to
small business

Bradley Collins writes: “Libraries from coast to
coast have won accolades for being oases in the
unemployment desert for millions of job seekers
using their free internet computers to sharpen
interview skills and sift through job boards. Much
less recognized is that many libraries are also
making important contributions to the nation’s
economic recovery by assisting the job creators in small-to-mediumsize businesses. Unfortunately, libraries may be hiding their light
under a bushel by failing to promote their business services.”...
American Libraries feature

Libraries shelter evacuees from
the summer of 2012

Brian Cook writes: “This summer saw wild
weather events spring up across the
country, with record high temperatures,
historic droughts, thunderstorms that
downed power lines, massive wildfires, and
flash floods. The resulting mayhem provided
opportunities for libraries to better serve
their communities while it spelled disaster for at least one facility.
Perhaps the hardest hit was the Jim Dan Hill Library on the campus
of the University of Wisconsin–Superior, which suffered severe flash
flooding on June 19–20.”...
American Libraries news, Aug. 13

ALA Virtual Conference talks trends,
ideas

Laurie D. Borman writes: “The Mario-themed, cubeshaped lamp cha-chings when punched. ‘That light
was awesome,’ said a Texas participant in the online
chat sidebar. A bike rider’s jacket features an
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embedded turn signal indicator on the back. At the
ALA Virtual Conference, held July 18–19, attendees learned that these
are just a couple of ideas hatched in makerspaces, and they discussed
the concepts as they appeared online.”...
AL Inside Scoop, Aug. 13

IFLA opens with warnings of
genocide, globalized internet

Leonard Kniffel writes: “Identified in the
program as a forensic dentist, keynote
speaker Helena Ranta (right) had many
delegates to IFLA’s World Library and
Information Congress in Helsinki, Finland,
wondering what connection she would make
to libraries. At the August 12 opening session,
Ranta, who is also a professor at the University of Helsinki, left the
audience stunned by the ways in which her work has everything to do
with libraries and with the preservation of cultural heritage that they
represent around the world.”...
AL: Global Reach, Aug. 13

Dominican Republic nabs $1 million
at IFLA

Leonard Kniffel writes: “The Dominican Republic
came up the big winner August 13 during the
World Library and Information Congress in
Helsinki, Finland, where the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation presented its 2012 Access to Learning
Award of $1 million to the Caribbean nation’s
Community Technology Centers. The award called them ‘a
groundbreaking network of facilities that provide all residents free
access to high-tech tools, training courses, and a wide variety of
other services to help them improve their lives.’”...
AL: Global Reach, Aug. 14

IFLA spotlights OCLC, copyright
issues

Leonard Kniffel writes: “‘We’ve got to do much
more to deliver knowledge with all that is available
to us, much more than we do today,’ said OCLC
President and CEO Jay Jordan at the conclusion of
a presentation titled ‘WorldShare: Cloud
Computing, Webscale, and Building the Future
with Libraries.’ After screening a video demonstrating how vastly the
library user experience could be enhanced, Jordan envisioned how
accessibility can be made easier and thoroughly appealing through
technologies that are available but not yet fully harnessed in the
library world.”...
AL: Global Reach, Aug. 15
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Ethical Behaviour in
the E-Classroom
explores the ethics
and values that the
online student needs
to understand in order
to successfully
participate in an e-
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ALA News
Use your phone to be a super library
advocate

Ted Wegner writes: “In early August, the
Washington Office sent out its first action alert
using a new advocacy tool, Mobile Commons. This
was an exciting first step, because it was our first
time using mobile technology with our network of
library advocates. Mobile Commons allows us to
send text-message alerts to our mobile list. From there, our
advocates can connect directly to their legislators by simply
responding to the text.”...

classroom. Cassandra
J. Smith addresses
such pertinent topics
as ethics in general,
ethical behavior
specific to online
classrooms, violations
of ethics in online
classrooms,
opportunities for
applied ethics, what
makes a successful
online learner, and
critical thinking
concepts. NEW! From
ALA Neal-Schuman.

District Dispatch, Aug. 13

Prepare for Library Card Sign-up
Month

September is Library Card Sign-up Month, a
time when libraries across the country remind
parents that a library card is the most
important school supply of all. Online
resources include a print and digital PSA
featuring Honorary Library Card Sign-up
Month Chair Troy Polamalu (right) of the Pittsburgh Steelers. Sample
media tools include a sample newsletter article, proclamation, and
PSA scripts....

Great Libraries
of the World

Campaign for America’s Libraries, Aug. 14

Deadline extended for Council candidate
nominations

The 2013 Nominating Committee has extended the deadline for
applications for anyone interested in being considered for Council
candidacy. No fewer than one-and-one-half times the number of
Council vacancies that will occur must be slated; for the 33 vacancies
in 2013, at least 50 candidates must be slated. The online
biographical information form is due by 4:30 p.m. Central time on
September 17....
Office of ALA Governance, Aug. 14

“America’s Music” to play at 50
host sites

The National Endowment for the Humanities
will enable 49 libraries and one nonprofit to
host “America’s Music: A Film History of Our
Popular Music from Blues to Bluegrass to
Broadway,” a six-week series of public
programs featuring documentary film screenings and scholar-led
discussions of 20th-century American popular music. NEH funded the
program, administered by the Public Programs Office, through a
$125,000 grant to the Tribeca Film Institute....
Public Programs Office, Aug. 14

Plan a more effective social media
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Trolleholm Castle
Library, Svalöv,
Sweden. Set up by
Wiveka Trolle in the
late 18th century, the
library in this 16thcentury castle is
Sweden’s largest
privately owned
collection. Its elegant
bookcases and
galleries preserve the
archives of the noble
family of Trolle.
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presence

Building a presence for your library on sites like
Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn is a great idea, but how
do you ensure that, in doing so, you’re maximizing the
benefit to your library and effectively organizing staff
time and responsibility? In “A More Effective Social Media
Presence: Strategic Planning and Project Management,”
workshop instructors Sarah Steiner and Cliff Landis offer guidance on
building a strategy from the ground up. Register for the September
12 workshop....
ALA TechSource, Aug. 14

Are you ready for the book as iPad app?

Your patrons trust your recommendations on what to
read next, and as the use of iPads proliferates, they
will look to you for recommendations on exemplary
books as apps. In the four-week eCourse “Book as
iPad App: Multimedia, Multi-Touch E-Books and Their
Future in Libraries,” instructor Nicole Hennig (right) will
provide guidance on integrating iPads into your library’s services and
evaluating book apps. Registration is now open for the eCourse, which
begins October 15....
ALA Editions, Aug. 14

“Crews on Copyright” series to debut

A US District Court has ruled on the application and
scope of fair use for nonprofit educational pursuits and
e-reserves (the Georgia State case). In “Crews on
Copyright: E-Reserves and Fair Use,” the first in an
occasional workshop series, copyright expert Kenneth
D. Crews (right) will analyze Judge Orinda Evans’s
opinion in Cambridge University Press v. Becker,
answering such questions as how it might apply to
other libraries and universities and whether it is the
right time to start rethinking libraries’ fair use policy. Register for this
September 5 workshop....
ALA Editions, Aug. 14

Go back to the Top

Featured review: Youth fiction

Woodson, Jacqueline. Each Kindness.
Illustrated by E. B. Lewis. Oct. 2012. 32p.
Penguin/Nancy Paulsen, hardcover (978-0399-24652-4).
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Abbey Library of St.
Gall, St. Gallen,
Switzerland. Although
the 8th-century
Benedictine abbey was
largely destroyed
during the
Reformation, its library
—the oldest in the
country—was spared.
The reading room,
designed in 1758–
1767 by Austrian
architect Peter Thumb,
is a stunning Rococo
masterpiece. Its
wooden floor is
intricately inlaid, and
the ceiling is decorated
with stuccowork by
Johann Georg and
Matthias Gigl and
trompe-l’oeil paintings
by Josef
Wannenmacher. The
monk Gabriel Loser
was responsible for
the wood carvings. Its
holdings include an
important collection of
Irish manuscripts from
the 8th to the 11th
centuries. Books
printed after 1900 can
be borrowed, whereas
older volumes can only
be used in the reading
room.
This AL Direct feature
showcases 250 libraries
around the world that are
notable for their exquisite
architecture, historic
collections, and innovative
services. If you find yourself
on vacation near one of
them, be sure to stop by for
a visit. Some will be featured
in The Whole Library
Handbook 5, edited by

AL Direct, August 15, 2012

Starting with the title, this quiet, intense
picture book is about the small actions that
can haunt. As in collaborations such as
Coming on Home Soon (2004), Woodson’s
spare, eloquent free verse and Lewis’s
beautiful, spacious watercolor paintings tell a story for young
kids that will touch all ages. In a first-person voice, Chloe
speaks about how a new girl in class, Maya, gets the empty
seat next to her and tries to be friends. But Chloe and her
clique will have none of the poor white kid in her old ragged
clothes, and their meanness intensifies after Maya asks to play
with them. Then Maya’s family moves away, and she is
“forever gone,” leaving Chloe without the chance to put things
right....

George M. Eberhart, which is
scheduled for publication in
2013 by ALA Editions. There
is also a Great Libraries of
the World Pinterest board.

In search of empathy

Michael Cart writes: “One of the
glories of young adult literature
has been its capacity to give
kids faces, kids who have traditionally been marginalized
thanks to such factors as race and ethnicity, country of origin,
religious beliefs (or lack thereof), physical appearance, or
sexual/gender identity; and, yes, in the last case I’m thinking
of kids who are gay, lesbian, bisexual, or transgender (GLBT).
This capacity has never been more important than now, when
our country is more diverse than ever before. Happily, young
adult literature has never before been more richly diverse,
either. So all’s right with the YA world, yes? Well . . . no.
We’re doing a better job of rendering the invisible kid visible
but still, that’s not good enough.”...

@

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
Go back to the Top

Division News
Voting now open for Teens’ Top Ten

YALSA invites all teens (aged 12–18) to vote for the
Teens’ Top Ten. Teens can vote for their favorite
books from the past year in the annual poll, now
through September 15. The YALSA website lists the 24
nominees (PDF file) for this year’s Teens’ Top Ten,
along with a toolkit for librarians to promote the list to
the young adults visiting their libraries. The final 2012
Teens’ Top Ten list will be announced during Teen Read Week,
October 14–20....
YALSA, Aug. 15

Interdisciplinarity in academic libraries
Through 10 forward-thinking, detailed essays,
Interdisciplinarity and Academic Libraries, edited by
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Career Leads
from

Digital Processing
Coordinator
Librarian, University of
Iowa, Iowa City.
Reporting to the Head,
Preservation and
Conservation, the
Digital Processing
Coordinator Librarian
manages centralized
digitization and
processing of
collections. The
coordinator works
closely with staff in
Library Information
Technology, CatalogingMetadata, Digital
Research and
Publishing, other library
departments, and
vendors on digitization
projects in all formats,
including books,
photographs,
manuscripts, 3D
objects, and audiovisual
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Daniel C. Mack and Craig Gibson, addresses an
emerging yet largely unexamined strategic priority:
interdisciplinarity in the academy. The essays offer a
variety of perspectives on transforming academic
library programs, collections, and services to meet the
evolving challenges of today’s higher education....

media....

ACRL, Aug. 14

Two weeks left for special ALSC
Institute pricing

Students, ALSC members, and nonmembers have
two weeks left to take advantage of special
pricing for the 2012 ALSC National Institute in
Indianapolis, September 20–22. Special pricing
ends August 24. ALSC members can save up to $60 before that date,
while students can save $190. This two-and-a-half-day workshop is
devoted solely to children’s and youth library services. ALSC is also
looking for microbloggers who will cover the event....

@

More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week

ALSC, Aug. 9; ALSC Blog, Aug. 15

Take a librarian’s holiday in Italy
next spring

The itinerary is set for “ASCLA in Italy” April
15–24, and you don’t need to be a member
of ASCLA to participate. Voyagers will
convene in Rome and then head to the
Amalfi Coast, spending time in Sorrento,
Puglia, Amalfi, Positano, Ravello, and Capri.
Upon returning to Rome, tour participants
will visit the National Library, the Vatican Museum, the Sistine Chapel,
and St. Peter’s Basilica. The cost is $2,950, with airfare paid
separately by participants. Download the trip brochure (PDF file) for
more information. Send your $500 deposit by September 15....
ASCLA, Aug. 14

PLA course on serving diverse populations

PLA and its cosponsor, the Kent District Library in Grand Rapids,
Michigan, will present an in-person CPLA management course,
“Serving Diverse Populations,” at the library’s Cascade Township
branch, October 11–12. The course offers library managers,
supervisors, and directors the opportunity to gain practical, real-world
skills to make their library successful at serving a mixed community.
Yolanda Cuesta will be the instructor....
PLA, Aug. 13

Share indie fiction with your patrons

On September 19, PLA will host a live, hour-long webinar, “Alternative
Reads: Discovering and Sharing Great Indie Fiction with Your
Patrons,” to introduce attendees to the wide array of books from
small and independent presses, hybrid publishers, and self-published
works. Presenters Dedra Anderson and Lisa Casper, both from the
Douglas County (Colo.) Libraries, will provide insight into this
burgeoning field of fiction and offer readers’ advisory. Register by
September 17....
PLA, Aug. 14

Navigate through physical and virtual library
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The Buffalo Bill
Historical Center in
Cody, Wyoming, is a
complex of museums
displaying artifacts and
art of the American
West. Its McCracken
Research Library has
embarked on a digital
initiative, contributing
20,000 images to the
center’s website.
Online visitors can
search a suite of
Wyoming photographic
collections by Charles
Belden and Jack
Richard, and digital
documents related to
William F. “Buffalo Bill”
Cody, Plains Indian
tribal groups, firearms,
Yellowstone National
Park, and other
Western themes.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.

AL Direct, August 15, 2012

planning

The library of the future needs to be a vibrant learning hub and an
intellectual crossroads where the physical and virtual spaces connect.
But the transition from a physical library plan into a blended service
model requires a solid methodology. Alexander Cohen of Aaron Cohen
Associates introduces new ways of thinking about library planning
through diverse literacies in the August 29 webinar, “Physical and
Virtual Library Planning.” Registration is open....
LLAMA, Aug. 14

New LITA board members

Cindi Trainor (right), coordinator of library technology
and data services at Eastern Kentucky University, is
the newly elected LITA vice-president / presidentelect. Her term began at the conclusion of the ALA
Annual Conference in Anaheim in July. The two newly
elected LITA directors-at-large are Cody Hanson and
Rachel Vacek....
LITA, Aug. 9

Go back to the Top

Awards & Grants
A new round of American Dream
grants

ALA, with generous support from the Dollar
General Literacy Foundation, is offering a third
round of “The American Dream Starts @ your
library” literacy grants to add or improve literacy
services at public libraries nationwide. In this
round, 50 libraries will be selected to receive
American Dream grants in amounts of $5,000–
$15,000. Public libraries or bookmobiles focused
on literacy services for adult English-language learners are eligible.
Apply by August 26....
Office for Literacy and Outreach Services, Aug. 9

Gwaradzimba named ALSC Spectrum
Scholar

ALSC has chosen Ticha Gwaradzimba (right) as its
2012–2013 Spectrum Scholar. She is currently
pursuing her LIS degree at the University of Western
Ontario in London. A native of Zimbabwe,
Gwaradzimba first began working in libraries while
living in Atlanta and currently is a library assistant at
the Beacock branch of the London (Ont.) Public
Library....
ALSC, Aug. 13

Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site, Check out
our Featured Digital
Libraries Pinterest board.

Noted and
Quoted
“[T]he dispositions
of mind displayed by
these librarians are
wide as the poles
asunder. Some of
them babble like
babies, others are
evidently austere
scholars; some are
gravely bent on the
best methods of
classifying
catalogues,
economizing space,
and sorting
borrowers’ cards;
others, scorning such
mechanical details,
bid us regard
libraries, and
consequently
librarians, as the
primary factors in
human evolution.”
—Augustine Birrell, “Librarians
at Play,” In the Name of the
Bodleian and Other Essays
(London, 1906).

@

More quotes...

Libraries Help Preserve the
Legacy of Mack Sennett, the
'King of Comedy'

2012 Paul Evan Peters Fellowship

The Coalition for Networked Information has selected
Courtney Loder, a doctoral student in the Department
of Informatics at the University of California, Irvine, as
the 2012 recipient of the Paul Evan Peters Fellowship
for graduate study in the information sciences or
librarianship. The fellowship recognizes outstanding
scholarship and intellectual rigor, a commitment to
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civic responsibility and democratic values, and imagination....
Coalition for Networked Information, Aug. 13

ARL Career Enhancement Program

The Association of Research Libraries is now accepting applications for
its Career Enhancement Program. MLIS students from racial and
ethnic minority groups who have successfully completed a minimum of
12 credit hours (or will complete 12 hours by the scheduled
internship) from an ALA–accredited program, are encouraged to apply
for this enriching program experience. Apply by October 12....
Association of Research Libraries, Aug. 15

2012 Milkweed Prize for Children’s
Literature

Molly Beth Griffin has won the $10,000 Milkweed Prize
for Children’s Literature for her debut YA novel,
Silhouette of a Sparrow. The Minnesota-based indie
publisher will release the title in September. The prize,
established in 1994, awards the best manuscript for
young readers that Milkweed accepts for publication
during the calendar year by a writer not previously
published by Milkweed....

Photography Exhibit
Reminds Us of Ansel
Adams's Powerful Vision
Gun Control Divides Country
Even in States Where
Massacres Have Taken Place
Cruel Shunning of AIDS
Victim Ryan White Led to
Greater Understanding of
Disease
The Magic of Studio Ghibli @
your library
How to Get a Great Job:
After the Interview

Join Us on Facebook
Subscribe to our
Newsletter

Milkweed Blog, Aug. 13

2012 Bulwer-Lytton award for bad writing

The winner of the 2012 Bulwer-Lytton Fiction Contest was Cathy
Bryant of Manchester, England, who came up with this intro to an
imaginary novel: “As he told her that he loved her she gazed into his
eyes, wondering, as she noted the infestation of eyelash mites, the
tiny deodicids burrowing into his follicles to eat the greasy sebum
therein, each female laying up to 25 eggs in a single follicle, causing
inflammation, whether the eyes are truly the windows of the soul;
and, if so, his soul needed regrouting.”...
Bulwer-Lytton Fiction Contest, Aug. 13

Go back to the Top

Libraries in the News
NBC to host Education Nation at
NYPL (PDF file)

Education Nation, the annual NBC News
initiative to engage citizens in a solutionsfocused conversation about the state of
education in the United States, will be held at the New York Public
Library’s Stephen A. Schwarzman Building, September 23–25. The
library invites the public to take part in special events and
programming throughout the library system. This year’s summit will
focus on successful examples of innovation in education....
NBC News, Aug. 13

The fight for D.C. libraries

Jonetta Rose Barras writes: “District of Columbia Mayor Vincent C.
Gray and D.C. Council members have said they want to keep the
city’s public libraries open seven days a week. But Ward 2
Councilman Jack Evans, who is urging legislation for mandatory
Sunday hours, has accused them of being all talk and no action. They
certainly didn’t provide more funding to achieve their goal in the
recently approved FY2013 budget. Later this month, 57 D.C. public
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Calendar
Sept. 7:

Fast Forward: The
Future of Audio
Visual Materials,
online conference
sponsored by Amigos
Library Services.

Sept. 19–21:

Open Access
Scholarly Publishers
Association, Annual
Conference, Atrium
Room, Gerbeaud
House, Budapest,
Hungary.

Sept. 27–29:

EuroIA2012,
Information
Architecture Summit,
Crowne Plaza Rome–
St. Peter’s, Rome,
Italy.

Oct. 3–5:

Library 2.012, online
conference.
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schools will open without librarians, adversely affecting 17,000
children.”...
Washington Examiner, Aug. 11, 13

The plundering of the Girolamini
Library in Naples

For months now, the alarm has been resounding
throughout the insular and competitive world of
antiquarian books: Beware of volumes bearing the
stamp (right) of the storied Girolamini Library in
Naples. They could be hot. The library’s former
director, Marino Massimo De Caro, was arrested in
May, accused of systematically despoiling the library he had been
charged with keeping safe, stealing books, and selling them on the
open market or directly to collectors....
New York Times, Aug. 11

Cornell library appoints DJ Afrika
Bambaataa visiting scholar

Hip hop founding father DJ Afrika Bambaataa (right)
has been appointed to a three-year term as a
visiting scholar at Cornell University. The
appointment, made by Cornell University Library’s
Hip Hop Collection in conjunction with the
Department of Music, marks the first such university
distinction for a hip hop pioneer of Bambaataa’s stature. He will visit
Cornell’s campus several days each year to talk to classes. Cornell
University Library is home to the largest national archive on hip hop
culture....
Cornell University Library, Aug. 14

University of North Texas acquires GLBT collection

Materials that trace 60 years of the history of the lesbian, gay,
bisexual, and transgender social movements in the North Texas
region will be housed at the University of North Texas Libraries under
an agreement with Resource Center Dallas to acquire the center’s
archives. The UNT Libraries will receive approximately 400 boxes of
materials from the center’s Phil Johnson Historic Archives and
Research Library. Assistant Dean for External Relations Dreanna
Belden said the archive will be a strong foundation for the libraries’
goal of collecting LGBT archival material from across the South....
University of North Texas, Aug. 8

Sri Lanka: Remembering the
British Council library

Eranda Ginige writes: “The British
Council in Sri Lanka and its library
(right) are inseparable. We started out
as a library in 1949, grew as a library
for half a century, and therefore are
known mostly as a library. Coming to the British Council some 15
years ago was nerve-wracking. Everything about it was elite. I was
just a schoolboy from a middle-class family that lived in the outskirts
of southern Colombo, far from the British Council’s posh location. I
never imagined that I would be working here when my father dragged
me to the British Council to get a library membership. It’s a haunting
memory.”...
British Council Voices, Aug. 13

Go back to the Top

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2012/august/081512-2.htm[7/17/2014 10:35:37 AM]

Oct. 15–17:

Chief Officers of
State Library
Agencies, Fall
Meeting, Hilton
Lexington Downtown,
Kentucky.

Oct. 15–19:

Ages of the Book,
international
conference, Institute
for Bibliographic
Studies, National
Autonomous University
of Mexico, Mexico City.

Oct. 16–18:

Open Education
Conference,
University of British
Columbia, Robson
Square Campus,
Vancouver, British
Columbia. “Beyond
Content.”

Oct. 18–20:

Academy of
American Poets,
Poets Forum, the New
School and New York
University, New York
City.

Oct. 26–30:

American Society for
Information Science
and Technology,
Annual Meeting,
Baltimore.
“Information,
Interaction,
Innovation: Celebrating
the Past, Constructing
the Present, and
Creating the Future.”

Nov. 7–10:

National Association
for the Education of
Young Children,
Annual Conference and
Expo, Georgia World
Congress Center,
Atlanta, Georgia.
“Developmentally
Appropriate Practice in
the 21st Century.”
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Issues
Nine reasons to save public libraries

Emmily Bristol writes: “Our public libraries are not
just threatened this election season. They’re
fighting for their lives. Library districts in
California, Illinois, Ohio, Nevada, Texas,
Washington, and more have measures or
proposals to slash budgets in 2012. Where I live,
the library district is facing a 30% budget cut that will close at least
two branches. The state of our public libraries is a litmus test of both
our economic health and our democracy. Here are some reasons why
public libraries are still the place where we as a nation will achieve
our destiny.”...
Independent Voter Network, Aug. 8; ALA, The State of America’s Libraries 2012; The Sin
City Siren, July 29

Court lets Google appeal digital books class status

Google has won the right to appeal the granting of class status to
thousands of authors suing the search engine company over its plan
to create its digital books library. In a brief order, the 2nd US Circuit
Court of Appeals in New York granted Google permission to challenge
a May 31 decision by Judge Denny Chin letting authors sue as a group
rather than individually. It is unclear when the court will hear the
appeal....
Reuters, Aug. 14

Nov. 15–18:

American Studies
Association, Annual
Meeting, Puerto Rico
Convention Center,
San Juan, Puerto Rico.
“Dimensions of Empire
and Resistance: Past,
Present, and Future.”
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More on the Georgia State case

Kevin Smith writes: “Since the ruling in the Georgia State case in May
that decided, at the trial court level, the substantive issues of the
claimed copyright infringement, I have been telling people to wait for
a while before deciding to take any strong action based on that ruling.
On August 10, Judge Orinda Evans filed her order on declarative and
injunctive relief (PDF file), and she clearly told us who she thinks won
the case. The prevailing party is Georgia State University.”...

George M. Eberhart,
Editor:
geberhart@ala.org

Scholarly Communications @ Duke, Aug. 11

Open access to publicly financed research

Jennifer Howard writes: “Researchers, publishers, and librarians have
spent a lot of time this year firing up the longstanding debate over
access to published research. This summer, the fervor has gone
global, with policy makers in Britain, elsewhere in Europe, and in
Australia signaling that they’re ready to come up with some answers.
Details vary from country to country and proposal to proposal, but
the overall warming trend looks very clear.”...
Chronicle of Higher Education: Technology, Aug. 13

State of the First Amendment report, 2012

Gene Policinski writes: “Americans don’t run up big positive numbers
in an annual First Amendment Center survey (PDF file) when it comes
to being able to name all five freedoms in the opening 45 words of
the Bill of Rights. But once reminded of ‘religion, speech, press,
assembly, and petition,’ they do have some strong opinions about
how those freedoms ought to work. The First Amendment Center’s
annual State of the First Amendment national survey showed that
only ‘speech’ is named by more than half of the respondents.”...
First Amendment Center, July 19

Go back to the Top
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Tech Talk
Why bother with academic
library security?

Becky Yoose writes: “When you’re one of the
techies in an academic library, you are on
the front line when things go wrong. How
good are you, though, in dealing with library
IT security? Academic libraries have much to
offer anyone who wants to break in and wreak havoc, including
student and faculty data, restricted resources, and access to the
campus network. And yes, there are bots out there that screen-scrape
MARC records from OPACs that slow systems down to a crawl. The
most important thing you can do is to be proactive.”...
ACRL TechConnect Blog, Aug. 13

How to install a motherboard

Matthew Murray writes: “The motherboard is at
once the least and the most important part of
your computer. It directly affects performance
less than almost any other component, but
without it nothing else will work. Because of
this, you might think that installing a
motherboard would be a difficult or timeconsuming process, but that’s not true. All you
need is a Phillips screwdriver.”...
PC Magazine, Aug. 9

Ten clever uses for Dropbox

Whitson Gordon writes: “Dropbox is an
awesome service. You can back your files up
to the cloud, sync them between computers,
and share them with your friends. That’s not
all it can do, though. Here are our top 10
favorite clever uses for our favorite file-syncing program—including
hosting a website, remote printing to your home computer, and
secure file sharing.”...
Lifehacker, Aug. 11

How to make your lost phone findable

David Pogue writes: “Last week, I lost my iPhone
on a train. I used Apple’s Find My iPhone feature
to track it to a house in suburban Maryland, and
the local police were able to return it to me.
Because I’d tweeted about these developments,
the quest for the phone became, much to my
surprise, an internet-wide, minute-by-minute real-life thriller. Several
readers wrote to ask how to set up their own phones to be findable.
Here’s how you set things up.”...
New York Times: Pogue’s Posts, Aug. 9

Pinterest launches iPhone, Android apps

Josh Ong writes: “After months of anticipation, Pinterest
has gone all out on mobile with the launch of a native
iPad app and its debut on Android. Version 2.0 of the
iPhone app is also now available in iTunes. It introduces a
two-column layout and includes better usability and
improvements to stability and performance. The Android
app has been custom designed for Android phones and
tablets of all cost, speed and size.”...
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E-Content
California libraries will try buying
ebooks directly

San Francisco and other California libraries are
preparing to try something new in their efforts to
expand their digital collections—buying ebooks directly from smaller
publishers. Starting this fall, the 220-member library cooperative
Califa Library Group will begin rolling out a $325,000 project with the
goal of buying from the smaller publishing companies thousands of
ebooks that the libraries will own forever. About 50 publishers, mostly
independent, have shown interest so far....
San Francisco Chronicle, Aug. 14

The success paradox

Karen Coyle writes: “An American Libraries article, ‘New Research
Finds Public Awareness Gap about Ebooks in Libraries,’ reports that
62% of Americans polled did not know if their library lends ebooks. I
would agree with ALA Immediate Past President Molly Raphael that
libraries should increase public awareness of their services, except for
the other statistics: 56% of those who do borrow ebooks were unable
to borrow a particular book they sought, and 52% had encountered
wait lists. Really, why would an institution so stretched in its
resources want to stimulate more demand?”...
Coyle’s InFormation, Aug. 11; American Libraries news, July 11

Is the ebook revolution slowing down?

Mike Shatzkin writes: “The dizzying pace at which US consumers were
switching from print to digital couldn’t last forever. Based on the
numbers published by the AAP, with a huge assist in interpretation by
Michael Cader at Publishers Lunch, it seems that the slowdown has
become very noticeable in the past 12 months. Cader also cites
reports from Penguin and Simon & Schuster to document the
slowdown.”...
The Shatzkin Files, Aug. 13

Libraries and e-publishers: Friend Zone Level 300

Andy Woodworth writes: “Unless the publishing industry has been
living under a rock, it knows that public libraries have a keen interest
in lending ebooks. Publishers certainly like libraries (and have sent
out the rosy, platitude-laden press releases to prove their fond
rapport) but balk at allowing them to lend ebooks. ‘Sorry, libraries,’
they are saying, ‘We like you very much, but not in that way.’
Personally, my sympathy train doesn’t stop at the station anymore for
this dynamic.”...
Agnostic, Maybe, Aug. 13

Amazon forces Unglue.it to suspend
crowdfunding

Eric Hellman writes: “Amazon Payments has
informed us that they will no longer process pledge payments for
Unglue.it, forcing us to suspend all active ungluing campaigns.
According to a senior account manager at Amazon, the company has
decided against ‘boarding fresh crowdfunding accounts at this time.’
Amazon has been providing payment services for Unglue.it, as it does
for Kickstarter. The Unglue.it website supports crowdfunding
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campaigns to raise money to release the rights on specific, alreadypublished books.” Hellman explains in more detail why he is not mad
at Amazon....
Unglue.it, Aug. 9; Go to Hellman, Aug. 10

Ebooks at sea

The reading list available to deployed sailors may soon be much
longer. The Navy Library Service is working to put e-library systems
on ships, allowing sailors to choose from thousands of digital books to
read while at sea. This is a challenge, because limited bandwidth on
surface ships and the complete lack of it on submarines prevents
seamless ebook downloads while at sea. A test run is tentatively
scheduled for next spring with one submarine and four ships....
Navy Times, Aug. 10

Ebook acquisition and lending in the UK

(PDF file)

The Chartered Institute of Library and Information Professionals has
issued a briefing paper on ebooks in public libraries: “This paper
presents some of the legal, strategic, and technical problems that
arise from the addition of scholarly and trade ebooks to library
collections, together with possible solutions. Some of the most
common business models are briefly set out. The latest data on ebook
usage is also included.”...

CILIP, Aug.

Go back to the Top

Books & Reading
We are drowning in indie books: That’s a good thing
David Vinjamuri writes: “A profound and wrenching transformation is
shaking the publishing industry to its roots. The beneficiaries of the
existing order—major publishers and their most successful authors—
have become the most visible opponents of the turmoil that indie
authors have introduced. Which is too bad, because careful
examination suggests that this period of chaos will eventually yield
significant rewards for both authors and consumers. It even points a
way forward for traditional publishers who have faced years of
declining profits.”...
Forbes, Aug. 15

In polyglot New York City, 50 shades of bestsellers

Sarah Maslin Nir writes: “In the Babel that is New York City, where
nearly 200 languages are spoken and read within the public school
system and nearly 40% of the population was born abroad, literary
tastes among immigrant cultures turn out to be as different as their
cuisines. But what is popular in foreign languages is not always what
is selling well back home in Bahrain or Bucharest. And the foreignlanguage stacks of the New York Public Library now include 60
languages spread across the system’s 87 branches.”...
New York Times, Aug. 9

Gruesomely irresistible YA books

Sharon Rawlins writes: “I know a lot of you like horror.
In considering what books to present here I really
wanted to highlight truly gruesome books—ones that
genuinely make you sick to your stomach. I know what
makes someone want to hurl is subjective, but I think
I’ve identified some pretty icky books. Most of these
books aren’t brand new. I can’t really describe why
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some are so horrific unless I describe some of the plot
so, beware spoilers.”...
YALSA The Hub, Aug. 14

What the Guantánamo prisoners
are reading and watching

Harry Potter books are passé among the
prisoners at the Guantánamo Bay detention
camp in Cuba. The adventures of the boy
wizard have been supplanted by early
episodes of Will Smith’s 1990–1996 TV
comedy, The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air, as a
popular way to pass time among the 168 captives. A civilian
contractor named Milton serves as the librarian and maintains the
multilingual collection of books that mostly circulate in Arabic, Pashto,
English, and French that reach the four lock-ups....
Miami Herald, Aug. 9

Ten books to celebrate Julia Child’s
birthday

Rocco Staino writes: “Gourmets and gourmands are
pulling their 10 Julia Child’s cookbooks off the
shelves to help celebrate the culinary icon’s 100th
birthday on August 15. In 1961, Child introduced
America to French cooking with her Mastering the Art
of French Cooking, then went on to become a pop
celebrity with her PBS series The French Chef. These
books will give you an insight into the woman, the
cook, and the wife.” Google honored her with a Google Doodle on
August 15 (0:50). The National Museum of American History is
putting Child’s kitchen back on display for a limited time, August 15–
September 3, and her niece, Philadelphia Cousins, describes what the
kitchen was like in real life....
The Huffington Post, Aug. 9; YouTube, Aug. 14; O Say Can You See?, Aug. 14

The top 10 most difficult books

Back in 2009, The Millions started its “Difficult Books”
series, devoted to identifying the hardest and most
frustrating books ever written, as well as what made
them so hard and frustrating. The two curators, Emily
Colette Wilkinson and Garth Risk Hallberg, have
selected the most difficult of the most difficult, telling
us about the 10 literary Mt. Everests waiting out there
for you to climb, should you be so bold. How many
have you read?...
Publishers Weekly, Aug. 3; The Millions, Oct. 29, 2009

Book of Kells viewed by 10 millionth
visitor

The Book of Kells, housed in Dublin’s Trinity
College, was visited by its 10 millionth viewer on
August 8. English tourist Robbie Howatson, his

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2012/august/081512-2.htm[7/17/2014 10:35:37 AM]

AL Direct, August 15, 2012

parents Ian and Jan, and sister Rosina, were the
lucky visitors to the historical artifact. Upon
arriving, the family was welcomed by the
librarian, Robin Adams. The library and its Book of
Kells is considered one of Ireland’s major tourist
attractions, with over 520,000 visitors each year.
The library is marking its 300th anniversary this year....
Irish Voice, Aug. 10

Dysfunctional and codependent

(satire)

Steven Harris writes: “There is a dysfunctional and codependent
relationship going on in libraryland. (No, not ebooks!) I’m looking at
you, print books. We’ve shacked up with print books for so long,
everybody thinks it’s a common law marriage. And still we won’t
admit that this is a ‘books who hate librarians and the librarians who
love them’ relationship. Denial. Let’s look at this crazy relationship:
First of all, our lover turns out to be a hoarder.”...
Collection=Connection, Aug. 14; Librarian in Black, Aug. 1
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Tips & Ideas
Load South By Southwest with
librarians

Butch Lazorchak writes: “The South By
Southwest conference has garnered a
reputation as the place where new
technologies are launched. There’s an
egalitarian spirit to the event that
encourages anyone to attend and
participate. The ‘anyone’ increasingly includes information
professionals in libraries, archives, and museums (LAMs). The panel
voting for SXSW 2013 takes place August 13–31. To vote for a
session, you need to visit the Panelpicker site and create an account.
After that, it’s just a matter of browsing through the 3,519 entries
and picking the ones you like. Here’s a sampling.”...
The Signal: Digital Preservation, Aug. 15; CNN, Mar. 9

Seven tips for cleaning up your blog

Jill Duffy writes: “Blogging gets messy quickly.
Images, tags, links, and titles whirl around in a
flurry, and land in a back-end heap that lacks any
sort of organization whatsoever. The tips and blog
clean-up checklist here are meant to guide you
toward fixing up your blog in a way that will have
the biggest payoff. Focus on the posts, structure,
and other pieces that, when cleaned up, will actually
result in more traffic to your site.”...
PC Magazine, Aug. 13

How to live-tweet an event: 12 steps

Susannah Vila writes: “Whether you are hosting an event such as a
fund-raiser or a conference, or you are signed up to attend one,
Twitter can help you to expand the event’s reach, grow your
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organization’s audience, and connect with potential collaborators or
partners. One effective technique is to take advantage of Twitter’s
viral power during an event or conference—your own or someone
else’s. Here’s a 12-step guide on how to live-tweet an event.”...
Socialbrite, Sept. 30, 2011

Designing a unique library experience

Steven J. Bell writes: “How would you convert a non-library user into
a passionate library user? What must you do to get their attention?
Perhaps we should just focus on creating a core library user
community of passionate users—those who will give us their loyalty
and tell others about the library. Even accomplishing that requires
librarians to design a unique library experience that gives individuals
something they cannot obtain elsewhere—on the internet, at a
coffeehouse, or even in the comfort of their own homes.”...
Designing Better Libraries, Aug. 15

Being a librarian means...

The SAGE Publications staff attending the ALA
Annual Conference in Anaheim this June had a
wonderful time talking to librarians about what
they want and need from publishers. In an
effort to better understand the librarian
experience, they asked some creative and
experienced librarians to complete the following
sentence (in a very public way on the SAGE graffiti wall): “Being a
librarian means:” Here are some of their responses....
SAGE Connection, Aug. 8

On the Negative Nellies

Amy Frazier writes: “Librarians can be awfully negative. And often
that negativity ends up aimed right at us, the library students. From
generalized rants about how the schools are producing too many of
us, to complaints about all the ways in which our education falls
short, to comments about our own foolishness for wanting to join the
profession, I don’t personally know any library student who hasn’t
gotten a dose of negativity from a librarian at least once. So what
should we do when we run into one of these pessimists?”...
Hack Library School, Aug. 13

Who’s reading your research?

Audrey Watters writes: “Academia.edu, a social
network for scholars, is unveiling a new feature
that its founder Richard Price hopes will help
address part of the ‘credit gap’ for research.
Academia.edu allows users to upload and
share their research papers, and the site
launched its Analytics Dashboard for Scientists
August 15 that Price says will let scholars see
the ‘real-time impact’ of their work. Many of the scholars who betatested the feature found they were increasingly addicted to the
stats.”...
Inside Higher Ed: Hack [Higher] Education, Aug. 14

Participatory culture, participatory libraries

Barbara Fister writes: “There’s a choice academic and public libraries
face. One is to focus entirely on providing access to the published
information that our community members want. The other is to make
libraries a platform for creating and sharing culture. In public libraries,
the tension between sharing and selling is growing particularly stark.
In academic libraries, the open access movement is gaining traction,
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largely because scholars think sharing is pretty much the point of
publishing.”...
Inside Higher Ed: Library Babel Fish, Aug. 14

Library search box design

Aaron Tay writes: “Assuming that one
believes library websites should be
search-centric with a search box on the
homepage, how should we design our search boxes? There seems to
be four main options: one search box with options, a multi-search tab
box, multiple search boxes, or no search box on the main page. Let’s
look at each category in turn.”...
Musings about Librarianship, Aug. 12

iPad apps for librarian productivity

Francisca Goldsmith writes: “A few days ago, I received
another in a growing line of requests for a list of iPad
apps that I find most useful in my workaday life. Maybe
sharing a current snapshot list here is in order, but this
isn’t intended to be an exhaustive list, nor a sales pitch.
For word processing, I use Pages. This app allows the finished (or
finished-for-now) doc to be emailed in Word.”...
Infoblog, Aug. 13; Macworld, June 7, 2011

Why librarians should join a
MOOC

Andy Burkhardt writes: “I am now in my
fourth week of a Coursera course called
Introduction to Finance. It’s a massively open
online course (MOOC) that I am taking with
thousands of other people around the world. The class involves video
lectures, working through problems, discussion forums with other
classmates, quizzes, and even math. Even though I’m not
quantitatively inclined, I love taking this course despite the work and
number crunching. It was something outside of my training and
education. There are many reasons why librarians should sign up for
a MOOC. Here are a few.”...
Information Tyrannosaur, Aug. 13

Demystifying marketing definitions

Alison Wallbutton writes: “Definitions in the field of marketing can be
rather confusing—many terms are used interchangeably. For instance,
people talk about marketing when more accurately they are talking
about advertising. These definitions from Kathy Dempsey’s book, The
Accidental Library Marketer (2009, p. 16–17), are useful for
demystifying some of the terminology. But stare at these definitions
long enough and I think that even they get a bit blurry around the
edges.”...
Marketing Matters for Librarians, Aug. 12

Do fonts affect how people accept
information?

Kent Anderson writes: “Cracking the code on
type has helped me see a different part of the
psychology of communication, and one that’s
often overlooked—the aesthetic aspect and its
almost undetectable power. A recent two-part
series by Errol Morris in the New York Times
sought to explore fonts and their effect on credulity—their ability to
generate truthiness themselves. In short, Baskerville proved to be
what they call ‘the king of fonts,’ making the true statements more
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likely to be accepted and less likely to be dismissed.”...
The Scholarly Kitchen, Aug. 13; New York Times: Opinionator, Aug. 8

The taxonomy of nerdrage

Diane Rasmussen Neal writes: “Nerdraging is one
of our favorite pastimes. I have no answer for why
nerdrage happens. However, I have attempted to
create a classification of gamer nerdrages. This
was not an easy task, but it’s an important one for
the future of gamer culture. We can’t understand
why we nerdrage until we examine how we
nerdrage. The unexamined nerdrage is not worth executing. First,
definitions.”...
tl-dr, Aug. 14

Sorting and searching at the library

Jason Orendorff writes: “I gave the Nashville
(Tenn.) Public Library two hours a week this
summer as a volunteer putting books on the
shelves, and it turned out to be unexpectedly
rewarding. And humbling. When I started at the
library, there was this moment, embarrassing
now in hindsight, when I thought, hey, I know information systems. I
could teach the library a thing or two. But of course, it turned out the
library had something to teach me. I don’t feel too bad about it,
though. Librarians have been in the IT game for a long, long time.”...
Jason Orendorff, Aug. 11

A visit to a British prison library

Phil Bradley writes: “HMP Highpoint is a
Category C men’s prison in Suffolk, with
around 1,300 prisoners. Its library was
impressive. It was quite small, but had a
large quantity of books in it, both English
language and foreign. Librarian Lorna Brook
had recently started a section on LGBT titles, which was proving quite
popular. It was clear that the prisoners valued the library very highly
indeed. It gave them an opportunity to escape from their situation,
but also I think it gave them much more than that.”...
CILIP: President Phil’s Blog, Aug. 13

October is American Archives Month

American Archives Month is around the corner.
The Society of American Archivists will continue
to support the effort with its “I Found It In The
Archives!” campaign. In its third year, this
campaign is a collective effort to reach out to individuals who have
found their records, families, heritage, and treasures through archival
collections. The 2012–2013 I Found It In The Archives! PR kit and
evergreen resources for American Archives Month are available on the
SAA website....
Society of American Archivists

National survey of folklore collections

The American Folklore Society invites your participation in the
National Folklore Archives Initiative, a project funded by the National
Endowment for the Humanities. One of the project activities is a
survey of archival folklore and folklife collections in the United States.
If your repository or program holds archival materials documenting or
pertaining to folk culture and traditional arts, AFS wants to hear from
you—please spend a few minutes to complete this survey. The
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deadline is September 7....

American Folklore Society, Aug. 14

Library charge cards of the rich and
famous

Rebecca Rego Barry writes: “Elvis Presley’s signed
high school library check-out card (right) came to
auction at Heritage Auctions’ August 14 Elvis
memorabilia sale. The card from 1948 holds Elvis’s
early autograph; he was only 13 when he signed it.
His family had recently moved from Memphis,
Tennessee, to Tupelo, Mississippi, where Elvis
attended Humes High School and checked out The
Courageous Heart: A Life of Andrew Jackson For Young Readers from
the school library.” The card, containing Elvis’s earliest extant
signature, fetched $7,500....
The Fine Books Blog, Aug. 8; RT, Aug. 15

Library partnerships

Partnerships and collaborations are
excellent ways for libraries to secure and
develop their influence on society. Better
Together is a short film (4:59) about the
potentials of partnerships between
libraries and organizations, companies,
and users. It features the library in Roskilde, Denmark, partnering
with the city music festival to create a new Rock Museum and Library,
and a new media library in Aarhus that is partnering with the
international community and local companies to improve their digital
communication services....
Build Partnerships; YouTube, June 30

Fifth graders in 1995 predicted
today’s internet

A 1995 public service announcement (1:00)
created by 5th graders to tout the brandnew internet is making the rounds online,
and for good reason: Their predictions all
came true. These Ray Bjork Elementary
School students living in Helena, Montana,
produced a video answering the question, “Why should I be on the
internet?” Their answers are jaw-droppingly identical to the reasons
we are all online today....
ReadWriteWeb, Aug. 14; YouTube, Dec. 18, 2009
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American Libraries Online
What’s new in LIS schools

Beverly Goldberg writes: “Librarianship thrives
on having in its midst colleagues who are also
content specialists. So, it’s only natural that
MLIS programs would embrace a cross-disciplinary approach to
educating new professionals. LIS programs are now in the business of
acknowledging the intersection of information gathering,
dissemination, and analysis in the missions of librarians, journalists,
information technologists, health care researchers, urban planners,
and sociologists, among others.”...
American Libraries feature

On My Mind: An old friend in the
library

Jennifer Burek Pierce writes: “As summer days
grew longer and the heat increased, so did my
trips to the public library. This summer, I had a
companion: a longtime friend’s 84-year-old mother
—now another good friend. While I cruised the
children’s section, Doris would head to the shelves
with large-print books. Her library use heightened
my sensibilities about how we serve aging adults. Despite professional
statements about serving the elderly, I’ve begun to doubt that these
ideals play an active part in our daily practices.”...
American Libraries column, Sept./Oct.

IFLA: Googlization, copyright, and
public awareness

Leonard Kniffel writes: “Siva Vaidhyanathan
(right), author of The Googlization of
Everything, delivered a dynamic and challenging
speech August 15 on the fourth full day of
programming during the World Library and
Information Congress of the International
Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA) in Helsinki,
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Finland. At the same session Päivikki Karhula of Finland talked about
internet censorship, and ALA’s Michael Dowling focused on how to
increase the public visibility of libraries on a shoestring budget by
using the Campaign for the World’s Libraries materials.” See the IFLA
photo essay....
AL: Global Reach, Aug. 16; AL Focus, Aug. 16
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ALA News
Pitney Bowes donates $35K to
hurricane-damaged libraries

Hurricane Irene caused widespread
destruction and major flooding in the
Northeast during the last week of August
2011. Libraries were not spared, with
many suffering extensive damage and
ruined materials and equipment. Thanks
to a generous grant of $35,000 from the Pitney Bowes Foundation,
ALA has distributed $3,500 to 10 public and school libraries in New
York and Connecticut to help them rebuild their collections....
Chapter Relations Office, Aug. 21

Legislator in the library

Librarians across the country are taking
advantage of the slow end of summer to invite
policymakers and business leaders to visit their
libraries. On August 21, Martha Hutzel,
manager of Central Rappahannock Regional
Library’s John M. Porter Memorial branch in
Stafford, Virginia, brought Rep. Rob Wittman
(R-Va.) into her branch to speak to members of
the North Stafford Rotary Club, a local chapter of Rotary
International. Hutzel has been a long-time member of the service
organization....
District Dispatch, Aug. 21

Muslim Journeys Bookshelf
deadline, programming extended

The National Endowment for the Humanities
has extended the deadline to apply for
“Muslim Journeys,” a Bridging Cultures
Bookshelf program, to October 25. The 1,000
sites that are selected will become eligible in
January 2013 to receive a Let’s Talk About It
reading and discussion series grant of up to
$4,500 from the NEH. A free introductory online learning session will
also be available to participating public and academic libraries.
“Muslim Journeys” aims to familiarize public audiences in the US with
the people, places, history, faith, and cultures of Muslims in the US
and around the world....
Public Programs Office, Aug. 21
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It Came from the
Library, YALSA’s 2012
Teen Read Week
theme, offers a fun
and simple way to
show off what’s lurking
in your stacks. Use
this event, October
14–20, as a
convenient opportunity
to highlight what your
library has to offer
teens and their
families, from best
sellers to quirky
special collections.
NEW! From ALA
Graphics.

October is National
Reading Group Month.
Start getting ready now

AL Direct, August 22, 2012

ALA-APA survey: Librarian salaries
flatten in 2012

According to results of the 2012 ALA-APA Salary
Survey: Librarian—Public and Academic, increases for
librarians rose less than 1%, making salaries basically
flat. The survey shows aggregated data from 11,315
individual salaries of librarians with an ALA-accredited
master’s from 618 libraries, categorized by region and
state. Survey responses from public and academic libraries in all 50
states and the District of Columbia indicate that salaries range from a
low of $22,000 in public libraries to a high of more than $258,000,
with the highest salary earners being library directors in university
libraries....

by reading Booklist’s Book
Group Buzz blog, which
provides helpful
information to all reading
groups.

Great Libraries
of the World

ALA-APA, Aug. 21

Building and managing ebook
collections

Beginning with a short history of ebooks and a
review of the ebook publishing industry, Building and
Managing E-Book Collections: A How-To-Do-It
Manual for Librarians, edited by Richard Kaplan,
provides a thorough treatment of collection
development issues, including the selection process
and development policies, the use of approval plans,
patron-driven acquisition, and practical solutions for creating ebook
collection policies. Kaplan is the dean of library and learning resources
at the Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences....
ALA Neal-Schuman, Aug. 20
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Central University
Library, Bern,
Switzerland. The
library collections date
back to the early 16th
century. The most
important historical
holdings include the
library of French
scholar Jacques
Bongars and the
historical map
collection of the
Bernese statesman
Johann Friedrich von
Ryhiner. Prior to 2009,
the library also served
as the city and
cantonal public library.

Featured review: Adult fiction

Somerville, Patrick. This Bright River. June
2012. 464p. Little, Brown/Reagan Arthur,
hardcover (978-0-316-12931-2).
Somerville takes a quantum leap in his
torrential second novel, which is set in his
home state of Wisconsin. Prodigal son and
ex-con Ben somehow burned through his
million-dollar trust. Dazed and aimless at 32
after his release from prison and newly
haunted by his philosophical cousin’s
inexplicable death along the Bright River some years ago, Ben
is now charged with putting his recently deceased uncle’s
house on the market. Lauren has also returned to St. Helens,
battered by traumatic events but determined to start over.
They knew each other slightly in high school, when she was
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Einsiedeln Abbey,
Einsiedeln,
Switzerland. The
Baroque library of this
Benedictine monastery
owns a 10th-century
manuscript of the
poem Versus de
scachis, which contains
the earliest mention of
chess in Western
literature. The 1738
library was restored in
1994–1998 and now
holds 1,230
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intent on getting into medical school, and he was a rich-kid
slacker....

Featured review: Adult fiction

Wilson, Antoine. Panorama City. Sept. 2012.
304p. Houghton, hardcover (978-0-54787512-5).
Oppen Porter is 28, six-and-a-half feet tall,
surprisingly philosophical, and a selfdescribed “slow absorber.” While lying in a
hospital bed, certain that he won’t survive
the night after being hit by a truck, he
dictates the circumstances leading up to the
collision to a tape recorder that will be passed
on to his pregnant wife and unborn son. Although Oppen
focuses on the relatively short time that he lived in Panorama
City after his father passed away, he tries to pepper his story
with meaningful life lessons and universal truths for his son’s
betterment. Wilson’s Panorama City is a candid and perceptive
exploration of how families connect and how society’s most
popular methods of advancement may not always be the most
beneficial....

manuscripts, 1,100
incunabula and early
prints, and 230,000
printed volumes.
This AL Direct feature
showcases 250 libraries
around the world that are
notable for their exquisite
architecture, historic
collections, and innovative
services. If you find yourself
on vacation near one of
them, be sure to stop by for
a visit. Some will be featured
in The Whole Library
Handbook 5, edited by
George M. Eberhart, which is
scheduled for publication in
2013 by ALA Editions. There
is also a Great Libraries of
the World Pinterest board.

Patrick Somerville vs.
Antoine Wilson

Keir Graff writes: “In the first
installment of this feature, bestselling authors Lee Child and
Joe Finder engaged in a friendly and fascinating argument
about whether novelists should outline their books before they
start writing. Somerville and Wilson take it to the next level,
debating the future of literature itself.” Somerville’s open letter
to Wilson begins: “Here is my argument, you bespectacled
rapscallion: Worldwide, video games will be the 21st century’s
most popular form of storytelling.” Wilson replies: “You
conflate ‘popular’ and ‘dominant.’ I don’t doubt that glorified
Pong machines have the potential to outsell books in the 21st
century, but the question of dominance is more nuanced.”...

@

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

Career Leads
from
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Division News
Student rate for LITA Forum

LITA is offering a special LIS student registration rate to its National
Forum, to be held October 5–7 in Columbus, Ohio. In exchange for
50% off the regular registration rate, students will assist LITA
organizers and forum presenters with on-site operations. Students
must register by August 24....
ALA Student Membership Blog, Aug. 15

Scott Westerfeld to keynote closing of YA
Symposium
Author Scott Westerfeld (right) will be the keynote
speaker for the general closing session of the 2012
Young Adult Literature Symposium to be held in St.
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Curator of American
Literature Drama and
Prose Writings, Yale
University, New Haven,
Connecticut, is one of
two curators who share
responsibility for the
Yale Collection of
American Literature at
the Beinecke Library.
Alongside and in
collegial cooperation
with a curator whose
chief responsibilities
reside with American
poetry, the successful
candidate for this
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Louis. Westerfeld will give an “illustrated lecture” about
working with artist Keith Thompson on the Leviathan
trilogy, with digressions on the history of illustration
and the future of fan art. He will consider such questions as: Why did
illustrated novels mostly disappear? How does illustration change the
writing process? And why do young readers interact differently with
visual media than with pure text? Registration for the November 2–4
symposium is open....
YALSA, Aug. 21

“Health Information 101” is a CEU first for RUSA

The September 17–October 28 offering of the online course “Health
Information 101” will offer one continuing education unit (CEU) upon
completion, becoming the first-ever RUSA course to offer CEU credit.
This course will demystify and decode medical terminology and also
cover the basics of evidence-based biomedical literature searching.
Participants will learn how to systematically evaluate a health website
and then look at some of the best sites for medical, pharmaceutical,
and drug information. Registration is open....

position will focus on
prose, drama, and
performance in
American literature. The
two curators share
responsibility for the
James Weldon Johnson
Collection in their
respective areas. It is
essential that these two
curators work in a
cooperative and
mutually supportive
fashion....

RUSA, Aug. 21

New online course offers ILL foundation

Registration is now open for the first offering of “Interlibrary Loan
(ILL) 101,” which will be held September 17–October 14. This online
course will provide new ILL managers and practitioners with a broad
overview of ILL policies, procedures, and practices and a firm
foundation in borrowing and lending protocols, best practices,
copyright and licensing issues, and ILL systems. Topics covered are of
particular interest to public and academic libraries....

@

More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week

RUSA, Aug. 21
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Awards & Grants
Nominations for the 2012 I Love
My Librarian Award

Library users can nominate a librarian for the
2012 Carnegie Corporation of New York / New
York Times I Love My Librarian Award. The
nomination form is available on
atyourlibrary.org, the ALA public awareness
website. The award invites library users to
recognize the accomplishments of librarians in public, school, college,
community college, and university libraries for their efforts to improve
the lives of people in their community. Up to 10 librarians will be
selected as winners. The deadline is September 12....
Campaign for America’s Libraries, Aug. 17

California Library Hall of Fame

The California Library Association has nominated its first 10 inductees
to the California Library Hall of Fame, which honors the historical
significance and lifetime achievements of the many librarians, library
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The American
Geographical Society
Library Digital Photo
Archive offers a
selection of images
from its extensive
photographic holdings,
housed at the
University of
Wisconsin–Milwaukee.
The images were
selected from several
collections, including
the American
Geographical Society
Library Print
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workers, and supporters who have helped promote and improve
library services in California. The inductees are featured in CLA’s
online California Library Hall of Fame and honored at the Awards Gala
during the CLA annual conference. Among the 10 are Michael Gorman,
Regina Minudri, Gary Strong, and Lawrence Clark Powell....
California Library Association

ACRL funds 2012 Spectrum Scholar

As part of its commitment to furthering diversity in
librarianship, ACRL is supporting Charlotte King
(right) as its 2012–2013 Spectrum Scholar. King will
attend the San Jose State University School of Library
and Information Science. Prior to entering library
school, King had a career dedicated to underserved
communities....
ACRL, Aug. 20

2012 IFLA honors and medals

Leonard Kniffel writes: “IFLA closed its World
Library and Information Congress in Helsinki,
Finland, August 16 by honoring several of its
longtime members and activists. Winston Tabb
of the US and Ellen R. Tise of South Africa
were made Honorary Fellows, the
organization’s highest honor. The coveted IFLA Medal went to OCLC
President and CEO Jay Jordan for his leadership in the globalization of
library services, to Eeva Kristiina Murtomaa of Finland for her work in
improving bibliographic standards, and to Helena Asamoah-Hassan of
Ghana for her work in building bridges across Africa and between
African countries.”...
AL: Global Reach, Aug. 16; District Dispatch, Aug. 20

Smart Investing earns county
government honor

When the Georgetown County (S.C.) Council
recently won an Honorable Mention in the J.
Mitchell Graham Memorial Award competition
August 5, it was lauded for its groundbreaking
Smart Investing @ your library program, which teaches financial
fitness through festivals, workshops, kids’ programs, and job fairs.
The competitive award is given by the South Carolina Association of
Counties to honor outstanding achievements by county governments
in South Carolina....
Smart Investing @ your library

Huntsville librarian wins RWA Librarian
of the Year Award

Mary Moore (right), reference and adult services
manager at the Huntsville–Madison County (Ala.)
Public Library, is the winner of the 2012 Romance
Writers of America Librarian of the Year Award. The
award came with a free trip to the Romance Writers of
America’s 2012 annual conference, held in July in
Anaheim, California. It honors a librarian who demonstrates
outstanding support of romance authors and the romance genre....
Huntsville (Ala.) Times, Aug. 20

Women’s National Book Award

Ann Patchett (right) has been selected as the 2012
Women’s National Book Award winner by the Women’s
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Collection, the
Harrison Forman
Collection, the Robert
W. McColl Collection,
the Bert Krawczyk
Collection, the Edna
Schaus Sorensen and
Clarence W. Sorensen
Collection, and the
Helmut de Terra
Collection. A recently
completed NEH-funded
grant allowed the AGS
Library to preserve,
scan, and create
metadata for nearly
71,000 deteoriating
nitrate negatives. The
photos are categorized
by region: Asia and
the Middle East, Africa,
North and Central
America, South
America, and Europe.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site, Check out
our Featured Digital
Libraries Pinterest board.

Noted and
Quoted
“Here’s the thing
about librarians:
They are the only
people I know who
are incredibly
excited TO DO YOUR
WORK FOR YOU.”
—Justin Reich, “Librarians Are
Completely Awesome,”
Education Week: EdTech
Researcher, Aug. 16.

@

More quotes...

AL Direct, August 22, 2012

National Book Association. Patchett is the bestselling
author of several works of fiction, among them Patron
Saint of Liars, Taft, Bel Canto, The Magician’s
Assistant, and State of Wonder. The award is
presented to a living American woman who derives
part or all of her income from books and has done
meritorious work in the world of books beyond the duties or
responsibilities of her profession or occupation....

Seven Years After Hurricane
Katrina, Survivors Struggle
with Mental Health Issues

Women’s National Book Association, Aug. 6

2012 Harper Lee Prize for Legal Fiction

New York Times bestselling author Michael Connelly
will receive the 2012 Harper Lee Prize for Legal Fiction
for The Fifth Witness. The prize, cosponsored by the
University of Alabama School of Law and the ABA
Journal, celebrates the role of lawyers in society and
the ideals represented by Atticus Finch. Connelly will
receive the award during a special ceremony
September 20 at the National Press Club in
Washington, D.C....
University of Alabama School of Law, Aug. 13

2012 CBCA Book of the Year Awards

The winners of the 67th annual Children’s Book Council
of Australia Book of the Year Awards were announced
August 17. Of the 77 books nominated for older
readers, The Dead I Know by Scot Gardner came out
on top. The compelling story focuses on teenager
Aaron Rowe, a sleepwalker with much instability at
home, as he starts a new job at a funeral parlor. Kate
Constable, another Victorian writer, took out top
honors in the younger readers category with her timetravel story Crow Country....

Great Songs: 'This Land is
Your Land' and the 100th
Anniversary of the Birth of
Woody Guthrie
Good Reads: The Fault in
Our Stars
African Arts and Cultural
Astronomy Exhibit Opens
How to Pay for College:
Grants

Join Us on Facebook
Subscribe to our
Newsletter

Sydney Morning Herald, Aug. 18
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Libraries in the News
Man to live in “prison of books”
during Banned Books Week

Corey Michael Dalton, a fiction writer and
associate editor of the Saturday Evening Post,
will spend the entirety of Banned Books Week
(September 30–October 6) inside a “prison”
made completely out of banned books from
previous years. Dalton’s weeklong project will
take place at the Kurt Vonnegut Memorial Library
in Indianapolis, and its goal is to protest the
treatment of Vonnegut’s masterpiece, Slaughterhouse-Five, by a
Midwestern school district....

New York Daily News: PageViews, Aug. 16; Kurt Vonnegut Memorial Library, July 25

Indianapolis library reaches out
to Sister Cities
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Calendar
Sept. 19–21:

Cornell University
Institute for
Computer Policy and
Law Conference,
Cornell University,
Ithaca, New York.
“Internet Culture and
the Academy.”

Sept. 19–23:

Joint Conference of
Librarians of Color,
Crown Center, Kansas
City, Missouri.
“Gathering at the
Waters: Celebrating
Stories, Embracing
Communities.”

AL Direct, August 22, 2012

Nicole James (right), manager of the
Indianapolis Public Library’s College Avenue
branch, is visiting the Cologne (Germany)
City Library (Stadtbibliothek Köln) August 18–
September 8 as part of a Sister City
ambassadorial exchange. James will share her 17-year experience
with German colleagues, leading to an exchange and comparison of
best practices and policies. A Cologne City Library representative will
visit Indianapolis in 2013. IPL staffers Ann Ricciardelli and Sailan Liang
will travel to Sister City Hangzhou, China, in October....
Indianapolis Public Library

Salsa throwdown in San Antonio

Picking up the culinary gauntlet thrown down
by San Antonio (Tex.) Public Library, 20 area
teens formed several salsa-making teams at
SAPL’s Central Library August 8 at the “Pica!
Teen Salsa Throwdown” and left it to the
judges to decide which team of 13–18 yearolds had created the zestiest dish. Designed
to teach healthy eating habits and combat
child obesity, the event is part of an ongoing effort by SAPL in
conjunction with the San Antonio Food Bank....
AL Focus, Aug. 21

Libraries could serve as post
offices

Meredith Schwartz writes: “In areas where
post offices are closing or reducing hours, the
US Postal Service is reaching out to libraries,
service stations, and convenience stores to
ask if they would like to add limited postal
service through the Village Post Office program (PDF file). This lets
the town keep its ZIP code and offers the most popular services,
including collection, stamps, and flat rate packaging sales. In May,
the cash-strapped USPS announced its plans for handling rural mail
service more affordably through closures, reduced hours, consolidation
with nearby facilities, and VPOs.”...
Library Journal, Aug. 16

Racine man helps library find Little
Golden Books

Eighty-nine and counting: That’s how many Little
Golden Books the Racine (Wis.) Public Library still
lacked (PDF file) as of August 17. It’s a relatively
small fraction of the approximately 1,100 Little
Golden Books, published in Racine from 1942 to
2001, that the library covets to complete its
collection. Local salesman Chris Terry has been on a
one-man crusade to help the library complete its archival collection....
Racine (Wis.) Journal Times, Aug. 20

Pranksters rearrange furniture
in Vermont library
A group of youngsters in northeastern
Vermont turned to midnight mischief
August 13 at two public libraries and a
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Sept. 20–22:

ALSC Biennial
National Institute,
Sheraton Indianapolis
City Centre Hotel,
Indianapolis, Indiana.
“Libraries Leading the
Race.”

Sept. 21:

Southeast Florida
Library and
Information
Network, Virtual
Conference. “Ebooks:
Benefits, Challenges,
and the Future.”

Sept. 24:

National Information
Standards
Organization, Forum,
Brown Palace Hotel
and Spa, Denver.
“Tracking It Back to
the Source: Managing
and Citing Research
Data.”

Sept. 30–
Oct. 6:

Banned Books Week.

Oct. 3:

Banned Websites
Awareness Day.

Oct. 5–6:

9th Trejo Foster
Foundation Institute,
Meeting, Chihuahua,
Mexico. Cosponsored
by the Trejo Foster
Foundation for Hispanic
Library Education and
the Autonomous
University of
Chihuahua. “Education
and Library Services:
Connecting Frontiers.”

Oct. 15–16:

Back in Circulation
Again, Conference,
Room 325/326, Pyle
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town hall to help pass the time. Books
were rearranged. Furniture was piled
almost to the ceiling. A needed date stamp
went missing. At the Barton Public Library,
they stacked furniture into a 20-foot pyramid in the middle of the
building (above). Three miles away at the Glover Public Library, about
1,000 library books were rearranged on the shelves—for the second
time in three months....
Burlington (Vt.) Free Press, Aug. 15

Group packs heat at Richmond
library protest

A group of gun owners brought their guns
to the Richmond (Va.) Public Library
August 15 to raise awareness and protest
a policy they claimed could confuse gun
owners. The library’s gun policy reads,
“Carrying concealed weapons is prohibited, except as permitted by
law.” Virginians with the proper permits are allowed to carry guns
inside the library. Pro-gun advocate Philip Van Cleave is pushing to
have the rule reworded over fears it could confuse legal gun owners
into believing that bringing a gun to the library is against the law....
WTVR-TV, Richmond, Aug. 15

Aluminum screens to deter Bobst
suicides

The 150-foot-high atrium in New York
University’s Elmer Holmes Bobst Library has
been the location of three student suicides—
two in 2003 and another in 2009. Now,
floor-to-ceiling perforated aluminum screens
have been installed that completely enclose
the balconies around the perimeter of the atrium and the open
staircase connecting them, transforming the space. University officials
expect the renovation to be finished in September. But student
reactions are mixed....
New York Times, Aug. 19; Gothamist, Aug. 22

The mystery of the rare Nazi
book in La Grange Park

A rare, historically significant book stamped
“secret” and published in Germany in 1941
has found its way to the Holocaust Museum
in Washington, D.C., after it was
mysteriously left in a bookdrop at La
Grange Park (Ill.) Public Library. Vier Jahre
Hermann-Göring-Werke Salzgitter, 1939–1941, a report on the
gigantic steel works set up in Salzgitter by Reichstag President
Hermann Göring, had been given to workers at the state-owned mills.
Circulation Services Director Ursula Stanek (at center of photo)
recognized its significance and contacted the museum library....
The Doings La Grange, Aug. 17

The difficulty of insider book theft
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Center, 702 Langdon
Street, Madison,
Wisconsin. Sponsored
by the University of
Wisconsin/Madison
SLIS.

Oct. 15–18:

Depository Library
Council Meeting and
Federal Depository
Library Conference,
Doubletree by Hilton
Hotel Washington DC–
Crystal City, Arlington,
Virginia. “Celebrating
the Past, Building the
Future Together.”

Oct. 26:

Brick and Click: An
Academic Library
Symposium,
Northwest Missouri
State University,
Maryville.

Nov. 8–9:

Symposium on
Diversity in LIS
Education,
Information Policy and
Access Center,
University of Maryland,
College Park.

Nov. 13–15:

Pacific Island
Association of
Libraries, Archives,
and Museums, Annual
Conference, Holiday
Resort and Spa, Guam.

Feb. 12–15:

2nd International
Conference of
Academic Libraries,
Guru Gobind Singh
Indraprastha
University, New Delhi,
India. “Academic
Library Services
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Travis McDade writes: “For an insider, stealing rare books, maps, and
documents is easy. It takes no talent and very little planning. But
turning those stolen items into cash while also staying out of jail
requires skill, and a great deal of effort. The first step in the
successful insider heist is to identify items unlikely to be either missed
by the institution or recognized by buyers as stolen. For the same
reason that stealing the Mona Lisa is a bad idea, taking the most
famous or in-demand items in a library or archive is ill-advised.”...
OUPblog, Aug. 18

Sleeping incidents on the rise in San Francisco

The number of people observed sleeping in San Francisco’s Main
Library has increased by more than 80% over the past year.
According to new data, a total of 4,412 security incidents were
reported last fiscal year. That was down from 4,798 in fiscal 2010–
2011. But sleeping incidents increased from 588 to 1,065,
disturbances jumped by 214 incidents for a total of 776, and drug use
more than doubled on the lower level but declined on the first floor....
San Francisco Examiner, Aug. 14

Special collections in Texas

At age 90, William Blair Jr., a former Negro League pitcher, Dallasarea civil rights leader, and longtime newspaperman, came to the
realization that much of the history he had lived through had already
been forgotten by younger generations. He recently turned over the
photographs, newspapers, and memorabilia he had collected to the
University of Texas at Arlington Special Collections Library. It took
seven trucks to haul Blair’s collection to the university, which intends
to develop a public exhibition around it....
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The great Schulz Library moving
caper

Books are back on the shelves exactly one year
after Hurricane Irene flooding forced the
evacuation of the Schulz Library at the Center for
Cartoon Studies in White River Junction,
Vermont. The Schulz Library’s new home is in a
recently purchased and renovated historic Post
Office building in the village. See photos of the
move and the new library digs....
Center for Cartoon Studies, Aug. 17
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The Aomushi Showa Manga
Library

Ryan Holmberg writes: “The number one
Japanese tourist site for manga fans that I
would recommend is the Aomushi Showa
Manga Library in Fukushima Prefecture.
Housed in a former wood-frame church,
Aomushi is a spacious and atmospheric
treasure house of manga from the postwar
1940s, 1950s, and 1960s. It is a pain to get to, but the returns for
the manga lover and for the researcher far exceed all the museums
combined. Only at Aomushi can you read old and rare manga freely
(though not for free) and voluminously.”...
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Closing the door on Canadian history

Valerie Knowles writes: “On June 19, Canadian MP David McGuinty
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(Liberal–Ottawa South) rose in Question Period to ask which federal
departments or agencies have closed or will be closing their libraries
and what is the rationale for such closures. In posing these questions,
McGuinty spotlighted a development that has been quietly underway
for months and that will seriously impede research and undermine our
understanding of Canada’s history.”...
iPolitics, Ottawa, Aug. 10

Go back to the Top

Issues
Judge Chin: ALA, EFF can weigh in on Authors Guild
v. Google case

In an August 15 order, Judge Denny Chin accepted a joint amicus
brief from the Library Copyright Alliance (a coalition of ALA, ACRL,
and the Association of Research Libraries) and the Electronic Frontier
Foundation as well as a brief from group of digital humanities
scholars, both in support of Google in the Authors Guild vs. Google
case. Chin gave the Authors Guild, which had opposed accepting the
briefs, until September 17 to file a response. In an August 17 order
(PDF file), Chin affirmed that opposition briefs will be filed by October
24....
paidContent, Aug. 17; The Laboratorium, Aug. 14

19 million Americans still
without broadband

Access to fast internet is spreading in the
US, but about 19 million Americans can’t
get it, according to an August 21
government report by the Federal
Communications Commission. There is
some improvement from the agency’s 2011 report that showed 26
million were without access to broadband. The decline partially reflects
internet service providers’ expansion beyond suburbs, but the FCC
also attributes it to data collection....
USA Today, Aug. 21

Remembering the 1939 Alexandria
Library sit-in

Allie Shay writes: “On August 21, 1939—73
years ago and more than two decades before
the famous sit-in movement—five young
African Americans staged a planned sit-in at
the public library in Alexandria, Virginia. It is
generally believed to be the nation’s first sitin. Organized by attorney Samuel Tucker, the
five young men entered the Barrett branch on
Queen Street and politely requested library cards. After their requests
were denied simply because they were African American, the men sat
down to read.”...
Publishing the Long Civil Rights Movement, Aug. 21

IFLA endorses international code of ethics

On August 12, the Governing Board of the International Federation of
Library Associations and Institutions endorsed a new International
Code of Ethics for Librarians and Information Workers (PDF file). A
working group from IFLA’s Committee on Freedom of Access to
Information and Freedom of Expression drafted and consulted
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extensively on the code, drawing on hundreds of comments from IFLA
members and nonmembers....
OIF Blog, Aug. 15

Go back to the Top

Tech Talk
Top 20 utilities

Tim Smith writes: “For more than 20 years, we
at PCMag have been designing and developing
our own utilities and publishing them in our
PCMag Utility Library collection, mostly inspired
by suggestions from our editors and users. We
aim to fill specific needs that are either unmet
by the marketplace or that we think could be better met. The
following is a list of our top 20 utilities available to members of the
PCMag Utility Library. Single utilities are $7.99, and include Startup
Cop Pro, RegistryRobot, and Password Profiler.” The editors also
recommend 10 free Mac OS X utilities, seven Android utilities, and the
best tuneup utilities....
PC Magazine, May 2, July 11, 17, Aug. 16

Apps for librarian productivity

Francisca Goldsmith writes: “A few days ago, I received another in a
growing line of requests for a list of iPad apps that I find most useful
in my workaday life. While the list does, of course, go through the
necessary evolution that is part of contemporary tech, maybe sharing
a current snapshot list here is in order.”...
Infopeople Weblog, Aug. 13

Passwords have never been weaker
and crackers stronger

Dan Goodin writes: “The most important single
contribution to cracking knowledge came in late
2009, when an SQL injection attack against online
games service RockYou.com exposed 32 million
plaintext passwords used by its members to log in
to their accounts. The passcodes were posted online; almost
overnight, the unprecedented corpus of real-world credentials changed
the way whitehat and blackhat hackers alike cracked passwords.”...
ArsTechnica, Aug. 20

Nine ideas for managing your
computer files

Aaron Couch writes: “It’s frustrating when you can’t
find a file. You’ve searched every folder imaginable
on your computer, and somehow it got lost, or
worse, deleted. There are excellent search tools for
Windows that allow you to find your files, but they
only work if you know the name of the file. Here
I’ve put together a list of nine things you can do to manage your
computer files. It’s surprising how little effort it really takes just to
start this process.”...
MakeUseOf, Aug. 18

Five alternatives to Aviary for
creating audio online

Richard Byrne writes: “In July, Aviary announced
that it will be shuttering its online audio and
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image-editing tools on September 15. Since that
announcement, I have had quite a few people ask me for some
alternatives for creating audio recordings online. Here are five online
tools that you and your students can use to create audio files online.”
And here are some places to find free sound effects....
Free Technology for Teachers, Aug. 19, 21

A washable keyboard

Andrew Liszewski writes: “Because even
germaphobes deserve nice things, Logitech
has unveiled its K310 washable keyboard
with a snazzy waterproof design that can be
scrubbed and submerged in up to 11 inches
of water. So it’s perfect for the next time a
sneezy coworker uses your computer. A set
of drainage holes in the back helps the keyboard dry quickly after a
bath, and the keys are laser printed with a UV coating so it’s nigh
impossible to accidentally scrub off the letters.”...
Gizmodo, Aug. 22

CDMA vs. GSM: What’s the
difference?

Sascha Segan writes: “Two basic technologies in
mobile phones, CDMA and GSM, represent a gap
you can’t cross. They’re the reason you can’t
use AT&T phones on Verizon’s network and vice
versa. But what does CDMA vs. GSM really
mean for you? In this story, I’ll try to explain who uses which
technology and what the real differences are.”...
PC Magazine, Aug. 22

Go back to the Top

E-Content
Mythbusting: Libraries and ebooks

Jamie LaRue writes: “Publishers and authors have a lot of
misinformation about libraries. This might be a good time to bust the
myths. Myth #1: Libraries just want to buy one copy, then give your
book away to the world. The truth: No, we don’t. We do want to
increase access—getting more books in more people’s hands is part of
the library’s mission. But we understand and adhere to copyright. We
pay for multiple copies in the ebook world, just as we do with
print.”...
myliblog, Aug. 19

Organizing ebooks

Michelle Kraft writes: “Finding an ebook is like
wandering through a maze but without the cool
pattern. In order to find an ebook, library patrons
must navigate the catalog or the web page or
know the silo where their specific title is hosted.
They run into more dead ends and switchbacks
that are frustrating and defeating. Why? Users
really don’t search our catalog. They search
Google, or they will slog through the library
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website looking for ebooks to magically be listed.”...
The Krafty Librarian, Aug. 22

Students find e-textbooks clumsy

Several universities have recently tried a new model for delivering
textbooks in hopes of saving students money: requiring purchase of
e-textbooks and charging students a materials fee to cover the costs.
An August 1 report (PDF file) on pilot projects at five universities,
however, shows that many students find the e-textbooks “clumsy”
and prefer print. The students also said e-textbooks didn’t help them
interact more with classmates or the professor, largely because most
people didn’t use the collaborative features....
Chronicle of Higher Education, Jan. 18, Aug. 22

Washington State ebook pilot project completed

Washington State Library launched a pilot program in the autumn of
2011 that placed ebook readers in a limited number of libraries to
gather information on their use. The project was completed at the
end of May, and the library has placed handouts, policies and
procedures, and participant feedback on its website....
Washington State Library

GPO teams with Apple to sell federal ebooks

(PDF file)

The US Government Printing Office has signed an agreement with
Apple to sell federal ebooks. Titles are available for the iPad, ereaders, PCs, and Macs when running the iTunes Store app. GPO also
makes ebooks available in partnership with Google’s eBookstore,
Barnes & Noble, OverDrive, Ingram, Zinio, and other online
vendors.....
Government Printing Office, Aug. 22

The joys and hazards of web self-publishing

Alan Finder writes: “Not long ago, an aspiring book writer rejected by
traditional publishing houses had only one alternative: vanity
publishing. Digital technology has changed all that. A writer turned
down by traditional publishers now has a range of options. Among
them are self-publishing a manuscript as an ebook; self-publishing
through myriad companies that print on demand; and buying an array
of services, from editing and design to marketing and publicity, from
what are known as assisted self-publishing companies. There are two
basic kinds of self-publishing companies, both web-based.”...
New York Times: Personal Tech, Aug. 15

Five reasons why web publishing is changing
(again)

Richard MacManus writes: “We’re witnessing another sea change in
web publishing. From Pinterest at the beginning of this year to the
August launch of a new product from two Twitter founders, Medium,
2012 has been a year where the norms of publishing are being
challenged. It wasn’t that long ago that Tumblr and Wordpress were
the cutting edge of publishing. But there’s a new edge now. In this
post we identify five key drivers for this new wave of publishing
services.”...
ReadWriteWeb, Aug. 14, 16

Go back to the Top

Books & Reading
Reasons to get jazzed about
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comic books this fall

Cyriaque Lamar writes: “Can you feel a nip
in the air? We sure as heck can’t, because
it’s still August and hotter than the Twilight
Sword of Surtur the fire demon. But when
the weather turns, these titles will be
landing in your neighborhood comic shop.
What weirdness is coming out this fall? Alan Moore’s collaboration
(Fashion Beast) with Sex Pistols manager Malcolm McLaren, Mike
Allred drawing Ant-Man, Grant Morrison penning a blue pony, and
much more.”...
io9, Aug. 17

The first graphic novel
cookbook

Emily Weinstein writes: “Just as Amanda
Cohen’s four-year-old East Village
restaurant, Dirt Candy, shrugs off the
conventions of the typical vegetarian
restaurant, so does her cookbook, which
was released August 21 and takes the
form of a graphic novel. Dirt Candy (Clarkson Potter) is not a straight
cookbook, nor is it a memoir. Instead, it’s a transparent, sometimes
triumphant, more often self-deprecating look at how the restaurant
runs, complete with recipes.”...
New York Times: Diner’s Journal, Aug. 16

Hot trend in YA fiction: Mermaids

Michael Ann Dobbs writes: “YA books, like everything
else for teens, are subject to the whims of trends and
fashion. Remember when they were all about
vampires? Or all about magical boarding schools?
Those trends are all in the past—and they’ve been
replaced by some sexy amphibian angst. The mermaid
genre may have reached a critical mass this summer.
There have been 17 mermaid books so far in 2012. So
what do the books in this year’s mermaid boom have in common?”...
io9, Aug. 21

How to read a Victorian novel

Rohan Maitzen writes: “First of all, don’t listen to
anyone who tells you not to. Middlemarch ‘kills
book clubs’? Please! Unlike some highly regarded
classics, these novels were written to be read—
by all of us. But you do need to be properly
equipped. Bring both your head and your heart:
These are books that want you thinking and
feeling. While you’re at it, stock up on tissues.
You may, like Oscar Wilde, consider yourself too sophisticated to cry
at the sentimental bits, but you never know.”...
Novel Readings: Notes on Literature and Criticism, May 17, Aug. 3

The garden of decaying books

The Jardin de la Connaissance (Garden of
Knowledge) was established in the historic Reford
Gardens at Grand-Métis, Québec, in June 2010 by
Berlin landscape architect Thilo Folkerts of 100
Landschaftsarchitektur and Canadian artist Rodney
LaTourelle. Books were piled up to create walls,
rooms, and seats that are slowly rotting to
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become part of the forest. The book structures are now sprouting
enormous orange mushrooms, and this year the designers introduced
moss....
Dezeen Magazine, Aug. 15

Vintage ads for classic books

Emily Temple writes: “Recently, we stumbled across
an original advertisement for ‘Scott Fitzgerald’s new
novel The Great Gatsby’ discovered in a 1925 issue
of the Princetonian. Though printed ads for books
aren’t very common anymore—at least outside of
paper book reviews—they used to be all the rage.
Charmed by the pencil sketch of Fitzgerald, and by
the whole idea of book ads in general interest
publications, we dug around for a few more vintage
advertisements for classic books.”...
Flavorwire, Aug. 19; The Literary Man, Aug. 7

Go back to the Top

Tips & Ideas
Libraries as maker spaces

This summer, the Westport (Conn.)
Library launched a maker space (1:15)
featuring a 3D printer that prints objects
from digital files. Run by maker-inresidence Joseph Schott (2:15), the
space has big plans for desktop
fabrication, open source hardware projects, and whatever other ideas
local makers may want to pursue. One of Schott’s first projects was
overseeing construction of two wooden model Gee Bee No. 11 planes
that will hang from the ceiling of the library’s Great Hall. Other
maker-space libraries are the Fayetteville (N.Y.) Free Library, the
Cleveland Public Library, and even the Morrrill Public Library in
Hiawatha, Kansas, which features a hand-operated die-cutting
machine....
Shareable, July 25; YouTube, June 5, Aug. 16; Westport (Conn.) News, July 3; Cleveland
Plain Dealer, June 14

SparkTruck: Taking making on
the road

Derek Attig writes: “Dreamed up by a
group of Stanford design school students
and funded through Kickstarter, SparkTruck
is a mobile maker space currently traveling
across the United States. At schools and
summer camps and libraries around the
country, the SparkTruck team offers workshops to help kids ‘find their
inner maker’ as they design and build projects like stamps, stopmotion animation clips, and vibrobots.” Watch the video presentation
(5:50)....
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Boing Boing, Aug. 20; YouTube, May 30

Eureka moments at a libraryhosted job fair

Dwight McInvaill, director of Georgetown
County (S.C.) Library, writes: “Eureka
moments are good ones, aren’t they? In a
flash, an idea leaps a gap, becomes a
reality, and helps to solve problems.
Hosting our first job fair at the Georgetown County Library of South
Carolina July 14 was a wonderful instance of such success. We had an
auditorium filled with employers, résumé-writing classes, and practice
interview sessions. Some folks left with jobs; others with knowledge;
more with renewed self-confidence.” Funding came from the IMLS
Grants to States program, and a “Smart investing @ your library”
grant made possible by the FINRA Foundation and ALA....
UpNext: The IMLS Blog, Aug. 15

Public library closures: 2010 update

Walt Crawford writes: “When I researched apparent public library
closures, first as reported in the 2008 and 2009 IMLS tables (PDF
file), then with Will Kurt’s assistance for 1998 through 2009 (PDF
file), I was pleased to find that very few public libraries actually
closed and stayed closed. But I was nervous about FY2010, which for
most of the country should have been the year that the recession hit
the hardest. I’m happy to say that the answer is no. In all, eight
libraries (not branches) and agencies reported closure, while there
were 18 new libraries and agencies—and 11 libraries and agencies not
previously reported.”...
Cites & Insights 12, no. 8 (Sept.)

Watch the new San Diego
Central Library go up

Groundbreaking for the new San Diego
(Calif.) Central Library took place on July
28, 2010, and much progress has been
made since then. You can monitor the
activity using this elaborate webcam.
Megapixel images are updated every 15
minutes and archived for remote viewing. Click on the navigation
tools at the left to select a view, then zoom in or out and direct the
camera. If you want to travel back in time, click on a date on the
calendar and watch the day change....
City of San Diego

11 fascinating facts about
Google Maps

Matt Petronzio writes: “How much data has
Google Maps accumulated? Combining
satellite, aerial, and street-level imagery,
Google Maps has over 20 petabytes of data,
which is equal to approximately 21 million
gigabytes, or around 20,500 terabytes. How
often are the images updated? Depending on data availability, aerial
and satellite images are updated every two weeks.”...
Mashable, Aug. 22

Why are academic libraries getting the short end of
the stick?

Jessica Olin writes: “I read an article by John J. Regazzi a short while
ago, and I can’t stop thinking about it. The gist of his piece,
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2012/august/082212-2.htm[7/17/2014 10:35:47 AM]

AL Direct, August 22, 2012

‘Comparing Academic Library Spending with Public Libraries, Public K–
12 Schools, Higher Education Public Institutions, and Public Hospitals
between 1998–2008,’ is that academic libraries are getting the
shortest possible end of the budget stick. Not only are we worse off
than we were 10 years ago, we’re worse off than any other category
he considered. Here are my thoughts.”...
Letters to a Young Librarian, Aug. 21; Journal of Academic Librarianship 38, no. 4 (July):
205–216

Tame the monkeys in your
library

Steve Matthews writes: “One of the best
lessons I ever learned regarding
management was to keep the monkey on
whomever’s back it belongs. Sounds like
good advice, but let me explain exactly
what that means, and why it is an
important lesson to learn. John steps into your office and says; ‘Boss,
we have a problem.’ and your initial reaction is, ‘I’ll fix it.’ Instead,
require John’s monkey to stay on his back, but let him know you’re
there to help him figure out how to care for it.”...
21st Century Library Blog, Aug. 16

Learning from Summer Reading

Eva Mitnick writes: “The Los Angeles Public Library’s
Summer Reading Program ended August 11 after
nine wild weeks. Almost all the children’s librarians at
our 72 branches and Central Library reported record
numbers of kids registering for the club and
attending events. Was it the heat? The lack of
summer school? The awesomeness of our SRP? Here
is how we are evaluating our Summer Reading
Program.”...
ALSC Blog, Aug. 17

How to write a Wikipedia article (it’s easy)

Wikimedia Foundation Executive Director Sue Gardner writes: “Lots of
Wikipedians are savants, geniuses, boffins. I am not, but I’m a pretty
good Wikipedia contributor anyway—and you could be too. The
purpose of this post is to show you how. I usually start writing an
article because I stumble across something interesting somewhere
and want to find out more about it. If Wikipedia doesn’t already have
an article, I’ll start one.”...
Sue Gardner’s Blog, Aug. 15

A simple trick to understand complex
Wikipedia entries

Paul Sawers writes: “Like it or not, Wikipedia has
evolved into a major go-to destination for those in
search of knowledge. But what about topics that go
way over your head? Or what if they simply go into
too much depth, or assume a little too much prior
knowledge? That’s where Simple English Wikipedia
comes in. Using fewer words and adopting easier grammar, Simple
Wikipedia articles are a very good way of coming to grips with
complex subjects. Just swap the ‘en’ prefix to ‘simple’ in the URL.”...
The Next Web: LifeHacks, Aug. 17

The library vanishes, again

Barbara Fister writes: “Thanks to my membership in the Library
Society of the World, an anarchic group of librarians who pay no dues
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and have no rules (my people!), I get useful information (and many
moments of laughter and delight) on a regular basis. Two bits of
recent news made me think about how quickly things can change in
the mostly digital library: EBSCO’s dispute with The Economist, and
the disappearance of ERIC documents online.”...
Inside Higher Ed: Babel Fish, Aug. 20

A complete guide to Facebook lists

Amy-Mae Elliott writes: “Facebook’s Lists functionality
started as a way to help manage privacy, but since the
launch of Subscribe, Lists have become a way to better
organize groups of friends and see content in your
stream based on your interests. If you’re a little
confused about how to make the most of these useful
features, consider these walk-throughs. Whether you
want to find interesting public lists to subscribe to, set
up a private list of friends, or better manage Facebook’s default
Smart Lists, these tutorials should help you out.”...
Mashable, Aug. 17

The evolution of a library
welcome brochure

Scot Sterling writes: “In mid-2011, the
Alachua County Library District in
Gainesville, Florida, began running low on
our long-used welcome brochure. Since we
had used it for so long, we wanted to take
the opportunity to update some of the
language regarding services and basic information. But before that
happened, content writers wanted to get a sense of what kind of
space there would be for the text. Before I could begin designing it, I
needed to know what their presentation and content expectations
were.”...
Library Graphic Design, Aug. 15

Roundup of genealogy webinar
providers

Marian Pierre-Louis writes: “There are so many
great webinar offerings these days that I thought
I would provide a roundup of all the individuals
and groups providing genealogy webinars. Some charge a small fee
for webinars, but many are free. Either way, it’s a great way to get
some tips and to jump start your genealogy.”...
Marian’s Roots & Rambles, Aug. 14

Sociologist used 100 years of obits as
cultural barometer

University of South Carolina sociologist Patrick Nolan
decided to test the notion that public fascination with
celebrities had grown during the 20th century, while
interest in scientists, inventors, industrialists, and
religious figures had waned. Using the New York
Times obituaries as a cultural barometer, he analyzed
the obits from 1900 to 2000. Obits of entertainers
and athletes steadily rose in rank across the 20th century, moving
from 7th in 1900, to 5th in 1925, up to 3rd in 1950, and 1st in 1975
and 2000, at which point they accounted for 28% of all the death
notices....
University of South Carolina, Aug. 14; Sociation Today 10, no. 1 (Spring/Summer)

What’s a library database?
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This animated video (1:56) from RMIT
University in Melbourne, Australia, offers a
lucid explanation of what academic journals
and databases are, from a student’s
perspective. “If you use academic journals,
you’ll get better marks than if you use
Wikipedia or a random website you found
on Google.”...
YouTube, Aug. 13

Twilight Sparkle as librarian: An
assessment

John Farrier writes: “In the ‘Return of Harmony’
episodes (aired September 2011) of My Little
Pony: Friendship Is Magic, an animated series on
The Hub network, the demon Discord threatens to
destroy Equestria. The hero of the tale is Twilight
Sparkle (right), a unicorn pony and the librarian of Ponyville. Twilight
is left to find the means to defeat the demon, so she runs to her
library and searches her collection for the answer. She is undoubtedly
intelligent, considerate, and brave. But is Twilight, from a
professional’s point of view, an effective librarian?”...
Neatorama, Aug. 14
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American Libraries Online
Working part-time after retirement

Rita Marsales writes: “I enjoyed the 40-plus years I
spent working in an academic library, but before I
knew it, I was 68 and past due for retirement in
2004. I enjoyed relaxing and traveling for a while,
but when an old friend called to ask if I would be
interested in helping out with cataloging a gift
collection at his library, located in a prestigious art
museum, I chose to return to work. The advantages?
I set my own hours within the allotted time per week
and take vacation or a day off whenever I want.”...
American Libraries feature

Librarian’s Library: The library is the
real school

Karen Muller writes: “Fall is back-to-school time, and
with this gathering of recent books, we explore the
educational role of libraries. As our economy has
become more information based, information literacy,
in turn, has become a key life skill and a necessary
building block for ongoing learning. In Lifelong
Learning in Public Libraries: Principles, Programs, and
People, Donna L. Gilton explores the principles of
information literacy instruction and provides a framework for
implementing programs in public libraries.”...
American Libraries column, Sept./Oct.
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ALA News
This picture is worth 1,000 words

Kathy Dempsey writes: “Look at this new Support
Your Local Library infographic from StateStats. It
was created in conjunction with statistics
provided by ALA and the Institute of Museum
and Library Services. It tells so many stories
about today’s libraries, including both their
successes and their needs. I hope you’ll share it
widely—on your website, with your Friends and
trustees, your local and state associations, your city and county
managers, and other stakeholders and voters. I especially like that it
has linked sources at the bottom.”...
The ‘M’ Word: Marketing Libraries, Aug. 22

30 years of liberating
literature

Since 1982, Banned Books Week has
rallied librarians, booksellers, authors,
publishers, teachers, and readers of all
types to celebrate and defend the
freedom to read. As ALA commemorates
30 years of Banned Books Week and enters its 31st year of
protecting readers’ rights, the Office for Intellectual Freedom has
launched a timeline of significant banned and challenged books. Also,
OIF will highlight one book from the timeline each day leading up to
Banned Books Week. On August 29, the featured title is Kurt
Vonnegut’s Slaughterhouse-Five....
OIF Blog, Aug. 29

ALA to partner with the Chicago
Humanities Festival

As part of ALA’s ongoing Banned Books Week–related
festivities, the Office for Intellectual Freedom will
cosponsor “The Case for Henry Miller’s Tropic of
Cancer” at the Chicago Humanities Festival. The
program will take place on November 11 at the
Francis W. Parker School in Chicago. Loren Glass will
recount how the late Barney Rosset (right) and his
fledgling Grove Press led the charge against censorship of works by
William S. Burroughs, D. H. Lawrence, and Henry Miller in the 1960s
by helping to redefine the parameters of obscenity....
OIF Blog, Aug. 28

An affordable site
license to Booklist
Online lets you provide
staff, faculty, students,
and patrons
simultaneous use of
the book review source
that your colleagues
are raving about.
Learn more about
Booklist Online’s
workflow
enhancements not
available in print or
with any other
selection tool. NEW!
From Booklist.

Great Libraries
of the World

Library players line up for
International Games Day

Almost 600 libraries are already signed
up for International Games Day @ your
library (IGD12), which will take place on November 3, and the
increased international interest is easy to spot on the interactive map,
which is current as of August 19. Registration is still open....
International Games Day @ your library, Aug. 24

Help patrons plan for retirement @ your library

In recent years, libraries have become increasingly visible when it
comes to issues of financial planning and education. As more and
more baby boomers reach retirement age, an increasing number of
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Archaeological
Museums Library,
Eminönü, Istanbul,
Turkey. Founded in
1891, the library
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libraries are offering new financial services for this key demographic.
Smart Investing @ your library, which is administered by the Financial
Industry Regulatory Authority Investor Education Foundation and
RUSA, provides ideas on how to offer financial literacy programming
to patrons....
Campaign for America’s Libraries, Aug. 28

A guide to managing electronic
resources

Electronic resource management encompasses much
more than turning on and off resources and tracking
usage. Managing Electronic Resources, edited by Ryan
O. Weir, helps librarians tackle their workload while
saving time, effort and money. The book contains a
host of innovative ideas to help get the job done with
greater ease, including how to track and assign staff
tasks electronically, accumulate and assimilate information from
departmental and interdepartmental meetings, manage
correspondence, track renewals, and evaluate and negotiate license
agreements....
ALA TechSource, Aug. 28

How to harness social media in
reference

A new session of the eCourse “Reference through
Social Media: Developing Standards, Guidelines, and
Policies” is being offered on October 29. Taught by
Sarah Steiner (right), the three-week course will guide
students in writing useful, concise, legally sound
standards and guidelines for providing reference
through social media. Steiner offers a solid foundation of best
practices and practical advice on implementation and ongoing
assessment. Registration is open...
ALA Editions, Aug. 28

David Lee King on designing effective
websites

The popular workshop “Building the Digital Branch:
Designing Effective Library Websites” will be offered once
again on October 10. Instructor David Lee King once
again takes students through the process of building an
effective, user-friendly website that will expand and
enhance your library’s presence in the community.
Registration is open....
ALA TechSource, Aug. 28

Discover what open source software can
do for you

Open source software offers libraries the opportunity
to save money and maintain a degree of flexibility and
control that they may not get with proprietary
programs. In “Open Source Software for Libraries:
How It Works; What It Can Do for You,” experienced
technology trainers Diane Kovacs (right) and Diane
Adler will explore what open source means, the open source
movement, and its implications and many applications for libraries
and librarians. Registration is open for the four-week e-course, which
begins October 15....
ALA Editions, Aug. 28
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contains the extensive
collections of the
museum’s founder,
archaeologist and
artist Osman Hamdi
Bey, as well as
specialized works in
science, archaeology,
the history of art, and
epigraphy.

Enderûn Library,
Topkapı Palace,
Istanbul, Turkey. Built
in 1719 by the royal
architect Mimar Beşir
Ağa on the orders of
Ottoman Sultan
Ahmed III for use by
the royal household,
the library is in the
shape of a Greek cross
with a domed central
hall and three
rectangular bays.
Beneath the central
arch of the portico is
an elaborately
ornamental drinking
fountain. The exterior
is faced with marble
and the interior walls
are covered in blue
china tiles. Books on
theology, Islamic law,
and Ottoman
scholarship in Turkish,
Arabic, and Persian
were stored in
cupboards built into
the walls. Now empty,
all its rare books and
manuscripts were
moved to the palace’s
Mosque of the Ağas in
1928.
This AL Direct feature
showcases 250 libraries
around the world that are
notable for their exquisite
architecture, historic
collections, and innovative
services. If you find yourself
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Introduction to Information Science

Leading international scholars offer a global perspective
on the discipline in Introduction to Information
Science, published by Neal-Schuman Publishers and
designed to be the standard text for students
worldwide. Authors David Bawden and Lyn Robinson
guide students of information science, information and
knowledge management, librarianship, and archives
and records management through each of the essential
building blocks from the foundations of the profession
to its changing contexts, including publishing, e-science, and digital
humanities....

on vacation near one of
them, be sure to stop by for
a visit. Some will be featured
in The Whole Library
Handbook 5, edited by
George M. Eberhart, which is
scheduled for publication in
2013 by ALA Editions. There
is also a Great Libraries of
the World Pinterest board.

ALA Neal-Schuman, Aug. 28
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Featured review: Adult western

Brand, Max. Comanche. Oct. 2012. 256p.
Five Star, hardcover (978-1-4328-2609-3).
With all its pulp weaknesses, Comanche is
compelling, unusual, and, even though it first
appeared in 1926, fresh. Andrew Apperley
and his younger brother, David, are floating
down the Hudson River when they witness a
prison break. Soon the infamous Single Jack
Deems is swimming for his life, police boats
behind him, but then Andrew’s savage wolfdog, Comanche, rescues the criminal. On a whim, struck by
Single Jack’s bravery and his dog’s singular behavior, Andrew
hides Single Jack from the police. Move to Brand’s somewhat
abstract West (he wrote most of his westerns from an Italian
villa), where Andrew has established a great cattle empire,
threatened only by Alex Shoddress, a slick rustler with the
town of Yeoville in thrall. Young David, a lawyer who has yet
to do anything useful in life, decides to take on Shoddress
despite his hired guns and corrupted judge....

Top 10 westerns: 2012

Bill Ott writes: “In the last two years,
the western has been reinventing itself
in multiple forms, two of which—steampunk and cowboy
romance—are represented on this top 10 list, bellying up to
the saloon bar with a fine assortment of traditional westerns,
some reissues, some originals.”...

@

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
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Career Leads
from

Digital Repository
Librarian, Texas A&M
University, College
Station. Reporting to
the Head of Digital
Services & Scholarly
Communication, the
Digital Repository
Librarian oversees the
day-to-day services of
the Texas A&M Digital
Repository currently
based on the DSpace
system. The Librarian
also provides basic user
support for the digital
publishing platforms
supported by the Texas
Digital Library,
particularly the Open
Journal System (OJS)
and Open Conference
System (OCS). The
Librarian will maintain
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Division News
Register for the 2012 Women’s
Leadership Institute

ACRL is collaborating with higher education
associations to offer the 2012 Women’s Leadership Institute. This
year’s institute will be held November 27–30 in Dana Point, California,
and December 2–5 in Amelia Island, Florida. The discounted earlybird registration deadline for the institute is October 17 for the
California program and October 24 for the Florida program. Complete
program details, cosponsors, and a link to registration materials are
available on the institute website....
ACRL, Aug. 27

Transliteracy takes center stage at AASL
Fall Forum

Kristin Fontichiaro (right) and R. David Lankes will join
media studies scholar Henry Jenkins at Transliteracy
and the School Library Program during the 2012 AASL
Fall Forum, October 12–13, in Greenville, South
Carolina. The presenters will provide a comprehensive
overview of the importance of participatory culture in
education. Their presentations will be simultaneously broadcast to
participating satellite sites in Doylestown and Homestead,
Pennsylvania; Richardson, Texas; and San Jose, California. Register
online....

current knowledge of
the functions and
features of DSpace,
OJS, and OCS and will
educate both Library
personnel and campus
constituents about the
functions and features
of these systems....

@

More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week

AASL, Aug. 28

Literacy resources for school
librarians

AASL has joined 30 other stakeholder groups
representing educational, school, and community leaders in support of
the new National Center for Literacy Education. As a result of this
collaboration, AASL members have the opportunity to join two
networks focused on working collaboratively to strengthen literacy
practices and professional learning: the free Literacy in Learning
Exchange website, and the NCLE SmartBrief, a free twice-weekly
news service....
AASL, Aug. 27

Carol Tilley to present paper on comics

A YALSA jury has chosen Carol Tilley (right), assistant
professor at the University of Illinois Graduate School
of Library and Information Science, to present a paper
at YALSA’s “Trends in YA Services” session at the 2013
ALA Midwinter Meeting. Tilley’s paper is titled “Comics:
A Once-Missed Opportunity.” The event is hosted by
YALSA past presidents and will be held on January
26....
YALSA, Aug. 27

New articles available in School Library
Research
Three new research articles are now available online
as part of AASL’s research journal, School Library
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A Continent Divided:
The US–Mexico War
is a joint project of the
Center for Greater
Southwestern Studies
and the Library at the
University of Texas at
Arlington. Initiated
with a $10,000 startup grant from UT
Arlington’s College of
Liberal Arts, A
Continent Divided
seeks to promote
awareness of and
scholarly activity in the
US–Mexico War, a
conflict which had
enormous
repercussions for both
countries. It seeks to
do so by drawing from
the extensive holdings
on the war in UT
Arlington Library’s
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Research. Karla Krueger studies “The Status of
Statewide Subscription Databases,” Renee Franklin
Hill documents “Strengths and Opportunities: School
Librarians Serving Students with Special Needs in Central New York
State,” and Ross Todd reports on “School Libraries and the
Development of Intellectual Agency: Evidence from New Jersey.”...
AASL, Aug. 28
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Awards & Grants
2012 PEN Literary Awards

The PEN American Center has announced the winners
and runners-up of the 2012 PEN Awards, the most
comprehensive literary awards program in the US.
This year marks PEN’s 90th anniversary. The winner of
the PEN Bellwether Prize for Socially Engaged Fiction,
Founded by Barbara Kingsolver ($25,000) was Susan
Nussbaum, for Good Kings Bad Kings (unpublished),
and the winner of the PEN Robert W. Bingham Prize
($25,000) went to Vanessa Veselka for Zazen (Red
Lemonade, 2011)....
Daily PEN American, Aug. 28

Go back to the Top

Libraries in the News
Historic marker for first black librarian in
Alabama

The Montgomery City-County (Ala.) Public Library will
hold an unveiling ceremony for its historic marker
commemorating the contributions of Bertha Pleasant
Williams, the first black professional librarian in
Montgomery and in Alabama, on August 30 at its Rosa
L. Parks Avenue branch. A 1948 graduate of Atlanta
University, Williams worked for the Montgomery library system for 21
years and helped establish the Union Street Library, the first public
library in Montgomery for African Americans....
Montgomery City-County (Ala.) Public Library, Aug. 24

Detroit library director reinstated

The Detroit Public Library board reinstated its ousted
executive director August 23 and moved to extend her
contract for a year. In May, three members of the
library board had placed Jo Anne Mondowney on paid
administrative leave, saying she mismanaged the
system that closed two branches and cut 81 jobs
through layoffs, retirements, and other departures in
2011. But the other four board members have now voted to offer her
another year in the $156,000 position, arguing she has done a good
job....
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Special Collections.
Now in its first phase,
the project examines
two events: the Battle
of Monterrey and the
Polkos Revolt. New
topic units will go
online as funding
becomes available.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site, Check out
our Featured Digital
Libraries Pinterest board.

Noted and
Quoted
“We need to replace
the dusty shelves
and crusty books
with more desks,
conference rooms,
and computer
terminals.
Computers are the
new gateways to the
vast sea of human
knowledge, and the
library’s floor plan
should reflect that
fact. Keep the books,
but store them in an
off-site depository.”
—22-year-old Harvard
graduate George Hageman in
an op-ed, “Seattle’s Libraries
Need a Makeover for the
Digital World,” Seattle Times,
Aug. 27.

@

More quotes...

Bookmobiles Bring
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Detroit News, Aug. 24

Seattle People’s Library fills in
during a week of closures

Seattle Public Libraries are closed citywide
all this week for a budget-saving unpaid
furlough period. But a group of activists
has stepped up to try to fill the void in the
Central District, building the Seattle
People’s Library on the steps of the
Douglass-Truth branch. Organizers were able to pull together a
respectable (and growing) book collection, a couple of computers with
internet access, free public Wi-Fi and a packed schedule of music and
children’s storytime readings....
Seattle Central District News, Aug. 27

Cuts stop, but damage to Dallas
libraries already done

Eric Nicholson writes: “Dallas Public
Library’s budget has been sliced in half
since peaking at $36 million in 2007. The
hemorrhaging seems to be over now, with
the city promising to keep libraries open for 40 hours per week and
add $1 million to its paltry budget for new materials. It’s a good
start, but a lot of damage has been done: What was a quiet place to
go on the weekend to find that book you’d been wanting to read is
now the place that’s locked tight every time you go and doesn’t have
the book anyway.”...
Dallas Observer, Aug. 28

Bilbary ebook sales could help British library reopen

Language and Job
Resources Out Into the
Community

Batmobile Remains a
Signature of the Popular
Film Franchise
How TV Networks Blew the
2000 Election--Twice
Great Songs: 'El Paso' and
the Career of Country Music
Legend Marty Robbins
The Circus Remains the
Greatest Show on Earth
Laura Dave: 'No one should
be the arbiter of what we're
reading and what we're not
reading' (video)

Join Us on Facebook
Subscribe to our
Newsletter

A leading book retailer plans to help save the Kensal Rise Library in
London by raising money through ebooks. The library, opened by
Mark Twain in 1900, was shut by Brent council despite a campaign to
save it that was backed by such authors as Philip Pullman and Zadie
Smith. Now former Waterstones boss Tim Coates is offering the
Friends of Kensal Rise Library a share of the profits from his Bilbary
ebook lending service....
London Evening Standard, Aug. 24

Six-year-old reads 400 books to
meet Yankee outfielder

Calendar

Six-year-old Isabella Policarpo learned to read
two years ago, and she hasn’t stopped since.
Over the summer, the soon-to-be-first-grader
read 413 books—most of them borrowed from
New York Public Library’s Todt Hill-Westerleigh
branch—making her Staten Island’s top
children’s reader in the library’s Summer Reading program. For that
achievement, she (and other top readers from Manhattan and the
Bronx) will get to step on the field at Yankee Stadium and meet with
outfielder Curtis Granderson....

Sept. 13–14:

George W. Bush Library to open in
April

Sept. 15:

Staten Island (N.Y.) Advance, Aug. 28

In April 2013, the long-awaited George W. Bush
Presidential Center will open to the public on the
campus of Southern Methodist University in Dallas.
Former President George W. Bush and the Bush
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Northwest
Interlibrary Loan
and Resource
Sharing Conference,
Portland (Oreg.)
Community College,
Sylvania Campus.
“Delivering on the
Discovery Expectation.”

Kansas Book
Festival, Kansas
History Museum,
Topeka.
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Foundation have worked closely with SMU to make
this center—comprised of the library, museum,
and independent institute—a reality. The library
will archive every photograph, document, and
email pertaining to the Bush administration—more electronic data (80
terabytes) than all of the other presidential libraries combined....
Pegasus News, Aug. 27

Hyannis man indicted for book theft

A Hyannis, Massachusetts, man was indicted August 24 in Barnstable
Superior Court on charges related to the theft of books from several
Cape Cod libraries. Arthur Souza was charged with multiple counts of
larceny and receiving stolen goods. Investigators allege that Souza
stole books from libraries and sold them to an antiques dealer, who
then sold them on eBay. Some of the rare books sold for hundreds of
dollars....
Hyannis (Mass.) Cape Cod Times, Aug. 27

Former library worker to change plea to guilty

Linda E. Duffy, a former library worker who initially pleaded not guilty
to charges of stealing more than $800,000 from the Saugus (Mass.)
Public Library, will change her plea to guilty during a September
hearing in US District Court. As full-time assistant to the library
director, Duffy allegedly diverted fees for overdue books and videos,
as well as charitable donations (including more than $450,000 from
the General Electric Foundation), into an account she controlled at
Eastern Bank....
Boston Globe, Aug. 23

Check out a cake pan in Kansas

A large collection is turning heads at the
Great Bend (Kans.) Public Library, and it
isn’t books. Over the past few months,
staff members have been moving a
collection of nearly 100 cake pans from a
back room to the front of the library. The
shiny pans—packaged in large plastic bags
complete with decorating instructions—hang from a bookshelf two
rows high and make a clinking noise as visitors browse through the
collection. Andover (Kans.) Public Library has 75 circulating cake pans
in its collection (above)....
Hutchinson (Kans.) News, Aug. 21; KWCH-TV, Wichita, Kans., Aug. 27

Rare family tree found in New
Zealand

Seonaid Lewis writes: “Two librarians
from Waiheke (N.Z.) Library rang to ask
me if I was interested in a family tree
that a customer of theirs had found in
their attic. They thought we might be
able to find the Jennings family that it belonged to, and if not, maybe
it would be of interest to keep in our Sir George Grey Special
Collections manuscript collection at Auckland Central City Library. As a
family historian, this tree excited me. The first date on the tree was
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Sept. 19–23:

Joint Conference of
Librarians of Color,
Crown Center, Kansas
City, Missouri.
“Gathering at the
Waters: Celebrating
Stories, Embracing
Communities.”

Sept. 20–22:

ALSC Biennial
National Institute,
Sheraton Indianapolis
City Centre Hotel,
Indianapolis, Indiana.
“Libraries Leading the
Race.”

Sept. 22–23:

National Book
Festival, National Mall
between 9th and 14th
Streets, Washington,
D.C. Sponsored by the
Library of Congress.

Sept. 26–29:

Wyoming Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Parkway
Plaza Hotel and
Convention Centre,
Casper. “Celebrate Our
Past—Create Our
Future.”

Sept. 28–29:

KidLitCon, Stephen A.
Schwarzman Building,
New York Public
Library, New York City.
Sponsored by
KidLitosphere Central.

Sept. 30–
Oct. 3:

Pennsylvania Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Gateway
Gettysburg. “PA
Libraries: Leading the
Charge.”
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1620.” The library’s call for information about the document turned up
a descendant, Margot Keiller, who said the document could stay in
special collections....
Kintalk Whānau Kōrero, Aug. 22; Voxy, Aug. 27

Seville demolishes new library

Bulldozers have begun to demolish a library
originally intended to become a new
landmark for Seville, Spain. The building,
which has already cost €4 million, is being
knocked down because of its position in the
protected Prado de San Sebastian park. The
library, part of the University of Seville, was
designed in 2006 by renowned Iraqi architect Zaha Hadid, winner of
the Pritzker Architecture Prize in 2004. But it has been contested by
local residents for its violation of green zone regulations since
construction began in 2008....
The Olive Press, Aug. 23

Burned library symbolizes
multiethnic Sarajevo

Samir Huseinovic and Zoran Arbutina write:
“Some three million books and countless
artifacts were destroyed when the National
and University Library of Bosnia and
Herzegovina in Sarajevo was burned to the
ground in August 1992 during the siege by
Bosnian Serbs. It was a clear attack on the cultural identity of a
people. The library was completely destroyed in the fire, along with
80% of its contents, including hundreds of original documents from
the Ottoman Empire and the Austro-Hungarian monarchy.”...
Deutsche Welle, Aug. 25

Sufi mosque library destroyed in Libya

Conservative Islamists blew up the tomb of a 16th-century Sufi
scholar and ruined thousands of books in a mosque library in the
Libyan city of Zliten, the latest attacks on sites in the region branded
idolatrous by some sects. On August 23, the front façade of the
shrine of Abd As-Salam Al-Asmar Al-Fayturi (1455?–1575) and the
mosque and library of Al-Asmariya University were hit by shells....
Reuters, Aug. 25; Magharebia, Aug. 27

Go back to the Top

Issues
Book banning in US classrooms
and libraries

Michael Winerip writes: “The YouTube
videos are short, but they make their
point. Whoopi Goldberg (right) spent 51
seconds reading from Shel Silverstein’s A
Light in the Attic. YA author A. S. King
chose just a few pages from Catch-22. And Laini Taylor completed her
excerpt from Fahrenheit 451 in three minutes. These aren’t simply the
women’s best-loved works; the uploads are part of Banned Books
Week, a nationwide event—now in its 30th year—held in late
September that champions free access to all literature, no matter how
controversial.”...
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Oct. 3–5:

Library 2.012,
Worldwide Virtual
Conference, Online.
Sponsored by School
of Library and
Information Science,
San José (Calif.) State
University.

Oct. 4–7:

LITA National Forum,
Hyatt Regency
Downtown, Columbus,
Ohio. “New World of
Data: Discover.
Connect. Remix.”

Oct. 7–8:

Innovation in
Libraries 2012,
Postconference to LITA
Forum, Columbus
Metropolitan Library
Main Library,
Columbus, Ohio.
Sponsored by OCLC.

Oct. 12–13:

AASL 2012 Fall
Forum, Greenville,
South Carolina.
Satellite sites in
Doylestown,
Pennsylvania;
Homestead,
Pennsylvania;
Richardson, Texas; and
San Jose, California.
“Transliteracy and the
School Library
Program.”

Oct. 12–13:

American Printing
History Association,
Annual Conference,
Columbia College,
Chicago.

Oct. 12–14:

Sheboygan
Children’s Book
Festival, Mead Public
Library, John Michael
Kohler Arts Center,
and Bookworm
Gardens, Sheboygan,
Wisconsin. “Shared
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Family Circle, Sept.; YouTube, Sept. 15, 16, 23, 2011

Pennsylvania House hearing on school libraries

The Education Committee of the Pennsylvania House of
Representatives held a hearing on school libraries August 22. Its
purpose was to inform the legislators about the findings and
recommendations of the 2011 Pennsylvania School Library Study
completed by the state board of education, as well as the status of
school libraries in Pennsylvania....
Pennsylvania School Librarians Association, Aug. 23

Why teens need libraries: Legislator edition

Megan Garrett writes: “If you have a passion for serving teens,
advocate for them during District Days, which run through September
9—an excellent opportunity to speak directly to legislators while they
are on recess. Youth ages 14–24 make up 25% of all library users
and are drawn to libraries to use computers, receive help with
homework, socialize, and participate in programming. Similarly, they
turn to their school libraries for recreational reading, learning support,
and technology access. However, critical library resources are
endangered by widespread economic impacts on public and school
libraries.”...
YALSA Blog, Aug. 26

Go back to the Top

Tech Talk
Enable two-factor authentication

Whitson Gordon writes: “Two-factor authentication is one of the best
things you can do to make sure your accounts don’t get hacked.
Passwords, unfortunately, aren’t as secure as they used to be. Twofactor authentication is a simple feature that asks for more than just
your password. It requires both ‘something you know’ (like a
password) and ‘something you have’ (like your phone). Unfortunately,
you can’t use it everywhere on the web just yet.”...
Lifehacker, Aug. 28

How to build an external hard
drive

Ed Rhee writes: “External hard drives are great
for storing photos, music, videos, and backup
files. Not only can they be used with a PC, but
also with media devices to add streaming
storage, and with Wi-Fi routers as cheap
storage solutions. Building your own external hard drive can
sometimes be a more flexible solution than a purchase. And if you
already have an old internal hard drive lying around, you can turn it
into a cool external drive for as little as $10.” Watch the video
(3:18)....
CNET How To, Aug. 28

Troubleshoot Blue Screens of Death

Rick Broida writes: “In recent weeks my laptop has developed the
dreaded Blue Screen of Death (BSOD). If you’ve ever encountered
one yourself, you know that it often disappears almost instantly. So
much for writing down the specific error message, which could help in
troubleshooting the problem. All this brings me to BlueScreenView, a
free utility that helps you investigate and diagnose the causes of
BSODs.”...
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Stories. Shared
Worlds.”

Oct. 14–16:

Arkansas Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Holiday
Inn and Convention
Center, Springdale.
“The Beat Goes On.”

Oct. 18–20:

Colorado Association
of Libraries,
Conference, Keystone
Resort. “Ready, Set,
Go: Innovating
Colorado Libraries.”

Oct. 18–21:

Access 2012 Library
Technology
Conference, Centre
Mont Royal Conference
Center, Montreal,
Quebec. “Découverte /
Discovery.”

Oct. 22:

Open Access Week
2012 Kickoff
Webcast, World Bank,
Washington, D.C., and
online. Sponsored by
Scholarly Publishing
and Academic
Research Coalition.
“Set the Default to
Open Access.”

Oct. 31–
Nov. 2:

Conference of the
Library and
Information
Community of
Quebec, Palais des
congrès de Montréal.
“Creating, Sharing, and
Transferring KnowHow.”

Nov. 7–10:

National Association
for the Education of
Young Children,
Annual Conference and
Expo, Georgia World
Congress Center,
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PC World, Aug. 29

Use CPU-Z to find out computer
specs

Erez Zukerman writes: “Even if you’re not
overly geeky, you probably have a rough
idea of how much memory and what sort
of processor your computer has. But what
about its other statistics? For example, do you know your RAM bus
speed? This may sound esoteric, but if you’re thinking of upgrading
your RAM, it’s something you need to know. Then again, if you are a
serious geek, you may be in need of a tool you can tote around on a
USB stick for diagnosing hardware on friends’ and colleagues’
machines. CPU-Z is a free and powerful hardware detection tool that
can do just that.”...

Atlanta.
“Developmentally
Appropriate Practice in
the 21st Century.”

Nov. 16–18:

Boston International
Antiquarian Book
Fair, Hynes
Convention Center,
Boston.

@

More...

MakeUseOf, Aug. 28

The backup primer: Six ways to
keep your data safe

Alex Castle writes: “How on earth can you
explain the fact that so many of us don’t
back up our data? Your hard drive is safe
right now, but what are the odds that it
will get damaged, corrupted, power-surged, hacked, stolen, flooded,
burned, or earthquaked in the next year? We’ve put together a quick
primer on the six forms of data backup available to you. Pick two,
spend 30 minutes setting them up, and you’ll never have to worry
about your data again.”...
Maximum PC, Aug. 22

Contact Us

American Libraries
Direct

AL Direct is a free electronic
newsletter emailed every
Wednesday to personal
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Library Association and
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Are smartphones the PCs of the future?

Sebastian Anthony thinks so: “In 10 years, tablet computers will be
archaic and obsolete. Desktops and laptops too, having already begun
their slide into outmoded antiquity, will soon be nothing more than
dusty cupboard-dwelling relics and museum exhibits. The one form
factor that will remain will be the smartphone. In a world where
smartphones rule supreme and extra connectivity is provided by
docking stations, there really is no hope for the PC.”...

George M. Eberhart,
Editor:
geberhart@ala.org

ExtremeTech, Aug. 23

Combine all your email addresses into one
Outlook.com inbox

Chris Hoffman writes: “Microsoft’s new Outlook.com allows you to see
email from all your accounts in one inbox and send messages from
other email addresses in one familiar interface. If you’re tired of
checking multiple inboxes, try combining them.” Here’s what you need
to do....
How-To Geek, Aug. 27

Go back to the Top

E-Content
Ebooks and libraries

More than three-quarters of the nation’s public
libraries lend books electronically, a fact not widely
known among the reading public. Some publishers
worry that ebook borrowers don’t buy books. But a
recent study suggests that among those who read
books electronically, 41% of those who borrow them
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AL Direct, August 29, 2012

from the library purchased their most recent ebook.
Diane Rehm Show guest host Frank Sesno and
guests Carrie Russell (ALA, above), Vailey Oehkle (Multnomah County
Library), Jeremy Greenfield (Digital Book World), and Allan Adler
(AAP) discussed the role of ebooks in public libraries on the August
28 show. Carrie talks about her NPR experience here....
NPR: Diane Rehm Show, Aug. 28; District Dispatch, Aug. 29

Digital Public Library of America

Margaret Heller writes: “In this post, I want to
examine what the Digital Public Library of
America claims to do, and what approaches it is taking. It is still new
and there are too many unanswered questions to give any sort of
final answer on whether this will actually be the national digital
library. Nonetheless, it seems to have sufficient traction and, perhaps
more importantly, funding. So we should pay close attention to what
is delivered in April 2013.”...
ACRL TechConnect Blog, Aug. 27

Libraries and ebooks

Author Ursula K. Le Guin (right) writes: “It can be
just as fast and easy to order an ebook from the
library as to buy it online, and it costs nothing. Why
would anyone buy an ebook from the publisher if the
library has it for free? Why would a publisher sell
ebooks to libraries? This is a legitimate, big problem,
which affects authors just as much and as directly as
it does libraries and publishers. It has no quick fix.
To solve it will take a complete and painful rethinking and
reorganization of the whole publishing industry.”...
Book View Café Blog, Aug. 27

How libraries can help publishers with discovery

Joe Wikert writes: “Why can’t the publisher-to-library sales model
simply be the same as it is for every other ebook channel? The only
difference is the library can only lend the ebook out to one patron at
a time, just like the print version. Set a discount schedule off the
publisher’s digital list price and call it a day. Some libraries might
want to order one copy while others might want 10. Again, same as
the print world. My friends who try to borrow ebooks from the local
library seem to have one common complaint: The wait list is
ridiculously long. Why not turn this problem into a benefit?”...
Tools of Change for Publishing, Aug. 27

“So, we can throw these out now,
right?”

Eric Ames writes: “Recently, I attended a
workshop for a topic mostly unrelated to my
work in digital collections. At introduction time,
I gave a nutshell view of what I do by saying
my group digitizes Baylor’s special collections
and makes them available online. During a
break, an older gentleman approached me and asked a question I get
more often than not: ‘I work at a small museum, and we’re being told
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to digitize our collections. Once we do, we can just throw those old
papers out, right? And is a DVD a good storage solution?’”...
Baylor University Libraries Digital Collections Blog, Aug. 23

A little help from redundancy and diversity

Trevor Owens writes: “As digital preservation practitioners, we often
focus on the operational aspects of our work—what I call the ‘whats’
and ‘hows’—and not enough on the ‘whys.’ We know that it’s a good
idea to keep multiple copies of the content we’re preserving, and that
it’s a good idea to not house all our copies in the same building, but
what are the underlying concepts behind these best practices? As you
can guess by the title of this post, they are redundancy and
diversity.”...
The Signal: Digital Preservation, Aug. 27

The kids are alright: Making new stories

Peter Brantley writes: “There is a profound change taking place in
media literacy. Rather than being riven by angst over the future of
immersive narratives, younger people are delightedly swimming in a
sea of diverse choices. Whenever they have access to tools, they are
having a wonderful time using them. The question of whether we will
have packaged, downloadable narratives or interlinked web-based
structures is so much Sturm und Drang that will be answered for us.
Our children are telling themselves stories with the tools we are
leaving behind for them.”...
Publishers Weekly: PWxyz, Aug. 23

Go back to the Top

Books & Reading
All I need to know I learned from YA
fiction

Annie Schutte writes: “Do you feel it? That unique,
electric blend of optimism, nervousness, and
possibility that comes with knowing your immediate
future is about to be skyrocketed or demolished by
the perceptions of a few hundred teenagers and a
handful of burned-out teachers. That’s right. The real
New Year is just about to start: the new school year.
But if you’re serious about turning things around,
you’re going to need some advice from the oracle: young adult
fiction.”...
YALSA The Hub, Aug. 28

Dear Book Guru

Becky O’Neil writes: “The Book Guru fancies herself a
sort of literary Dear Abby, offering advice on what to
read and how to survive one’s teen years. The backto-school season is one of her busiest: Is there any
time of the year more fraught with worry and the
unknown? Here is just a sampling from this month’s
burgeoning mail bag.” ... “Dear Book Guru: I’m
starting at a new middle school this year. I’ll just
change myself into a new person and all will be well. Right?”...
YALSA The Hub, Aug. 21

Do you know The BookScore?

Neil Hollands writes: “In two July posts, I
made the case for a better review
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aggregation site for the book world, a
site like Rotten Tomatoes for books that
collects links to reviews from several
major sources, provides a blurb from
those reviews, and then compiles some
kind of composite score to give readers and book culture a quick
window on the overall impression of reviewers about new titles. Enter
a new site to the fray: The BookScore.”...
Booklist Online: Book Group Buzz, July 17, 20, Aug. 29

The first edition covers of 25 classic
books

Emily Temple writes: “Most book covers change
over the years, whether minimally, correcting for
modern fonts and colors, or maximally, going
through radical change. We’ve collected a few first
edition covers of classic books, some of which may
be familiar to you—a certain blue masterpiece will
be readily identifiable—though some have been
replaced by much more iconic imagery or fallen out
of favor.”...
Flavorwire, Aug. 27

Bestsellers of the Great Depression

The Great Depression was a tumultuous era that
began with the Roaring Twenties going out with a
whimper and ended with the turmoil of World War II.
This period of intense hardship for many also yielded
some of the most interesting and lasting literature
from the previous century. The powerful themes of
crashing stock markets and widespread poverty are
well represented, but the Depression wasn’t just
about depressing books. Each of these novels was
among the top 10 bestsellers in the years spanning
1929 and 1939....
Abebooks

Contemporary authors as adjectives

Emily Temple writes: “George Orwell is one of those writers who is so
infused in our collective imagination and culture that his name has
become its own adjective: ‘Orwellian’ is used to describe a totalitarian
government or situation similar to the one in 1984. But what about
more modern writers? Here we speculate on a few (tongue-in-cheek,
mind you) definitions for the adjective-ized versions of contemporary
authors.” Shteyngartian, anyone? Or Gaimanesque?...
Flavorwire, Aug. 20

Go back to the Top

Tips & Ideas
Cycling for Libraries in the Baltics

Karen Holt and April Kessler of the University
of Texas at Austin Libraries participated in the
pre-IFLA Cycling for Libraries event, July 28–
August 7, an 11-day bike tour and
unconference through 373 miles of Lithuania,

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2012/august/082912-2.htm[7/17/2014 10:35:56 AM]

AL Direct, August 29, 2012

Latvia, and Estonia that combined library visits
and lectures with healthy exercise. The 107
librarians participating were from 26 countries and work for national,
public, academic, and special libraries. Karen and April describe their
adventures in an ongoing series of posts....
Librarian Lifestyle, Aug. 23, 28

Library services in Latin America

UNAM (National Autonomous University of Mexico) and Reforma have
collaborated on a new study on library services in Latin America. The
bilingual ebook, Servicios bibliotecarios en América Latina: Tres casos
prominentes / Library Services in Latin America: Three Outstanding
Cases (PDF file) was published by UNAM’s Center for Bibliographic
Research in December 2011. Edited by Loida García-Febo (Queens
Library) and Filiberto Felipe Martínez-Arellano (UNAM), the ebook
features examples of initiatives to promote libraries, community
engagement, and partnerships to Latinos and Spanish-speakers....
Reforma, Aug. 27

Eight lovely libraries in
Australia and New Zealand

Jill Harness writes: “We’ve covered the
most beautiful libraries in Europe, Asia,
Africa, North America, and South
America; now it’s time to take a look at
Australia and, while it isn’t technically a
part of the continent, New Zealand as
well.” For example, the State Library of
New South Wales (right), the oldest library in Australia, houses over 5
million items, including 2 million books and 1.1 million photographs....
Mental Floss, Aug. 27

Five ways to get the most out of
LinkedIn

Scott Kleinberg writes: “While LinkedIn is the
place to be when looking for a job or to otherwise connect
professionally, many people use it only to store their résumés. Yes,
it’s good for that. But it’s also good for finding experts and ideas,
meeting people in groups, staying in touch with friends and
colleagues, and increasing your Klout score. Problem is, many people
don’t realize that power is at their fingertips. Here are five ways to
stand out and get the most out of LinkedIn.”...
Chicago Tribune, Aug. 23

Tumblrarian 101: Tumblr for
libraries and librarians

Kate Tkacik writes: “Tumblr got me a job.
Being intimidated by the prospect of a fullsize blog, I joined Tumblr in February 2011.
Since then I’ve shamelessly promoted my
‘name’ and stalked down as many libraries and librarians on the site
as I could find. I’ve connected with libraries, librarians, library
students, publishers, writers, readers, Doctor Who fanatics, and cat
lovers. It’s an example of social media at its best and most useful.”...
Library Journal: The Digital Shift, Aug. 27
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Getting more Facebook clicks

David Lee King writes: “See the ecards
image on the right? Ben Bizzle had posted
this to a couple of library Facebook Pages,
and it was pretty successful so he asked if
I could post it to the Topeka and Shawnee
County Public Library’s Facebook Page. So I
did, at what I thought would be a rotten
time to post: 9:08 on a Thursday morning. This post became the
most popular post ever.”...
David Lee King, Aug. 28

Five design tricks Facebook uses
to make you give up your privacy

Avi Charkham writes: “Do you know how
many apps access your personal information
on Facebook? Check your Facebook apps permissions and get ready
for a surprise. In fact, Facebook keeps improving its design so that
more of us will add apps on Facebook without realizing we’re granting
those apps (and their creators) access to our personal information.
After all, this is the currency Facebook is trading in and what is
driving its stock up or down.”...
TechCrunch, Aug. 25

How well do you know Google
Maps?

Keir Clarke writes: “Uncharted.fm is a great way
to learn about and explore the countries of the
world with Google Maps. The Uncharted.fm
country quiz is very well done. The quiz takes
you through progressive stages exploring
different continents and parts of the world. In each stage of the quiz,
users are shown a number of countries on Google Maps and told the
name of each country. The user is then tested on the countries
shown. Uncharted.fm isn’t just a quiz. It also contains great content
about each country.”...
Google Maps Mania, Aug. 28

Six fantastic to-do apps for getting
organized

Lauren Hockenson writes: “From executing
projects at work to remembering to pick up a
new toothbrush on your way home, there are so many little things
that need to get done each day. But the age-old answer to this
problem—the to-do list—can be a challenge in itself. Thankfully, there
are many great options to bring your to-do list into the digital age.
Apps offering features such as mobile updating, push notifications,
and calendar integration can kick your productivity into high gear.”...
Mashable, Aug. 29

50 ways schools can use Google+ Hangouts

Jeff Dunn writes: “At its core, Google+ Hangouts is simply a soupedup version of video chat. But when it comes to education, it’s so much
more than that. It becomes a vehicle for learning, sharing,
collaboration, and ideas. Whether you’re an educator discussing
learning practices, or a first-grade classroom speaking with an
astronaut, Hangouts have seemingly endless possibilities. These are
our 50 favorite ways for schools to use them.”...
Edudemic, Aug. 29
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Add librarian panels to SXSW

The deadline for choosing programming for
SXSW 2013 is August 31. To vote for a
session, you need to visit the PanelPicker site
and create an account. Your vote helps the SXSW staff and Advisory
Board know what direction to take when selecting and curating
content for each new season. Ensure that information professionals
have a presence at SXSW by voting for panels with librarians,
curators, and archivists....
SXSW 2013; sxswLAM Facebook group

How law firm libraries recover database costs

Susannah Tredwell writes: “For most law libraries, the percentage of
the library budget representing subscriptions to online databases has
been increasing. Many of these subscriptions represent multiyear
contracts and there is little flexibility in the contracts to accommodate
budget cuts. For law firm libraries, one way of alleviating the effect of
the increasing cost of these databases is to pass some of it on to
clients.”...
Slaw, Aug. 28

Advice for the incoming LIS class

Andy Woodworth writes: “Right now across the country, there are
new graduate students arriving in the classroom (both real and
virtual) to start their academic journey towards a master’s degree in
library science. I’d like to offer advice to the incoming class in the
form that most commonly unsolicited counsel takes these days: a
blog post from a peer in the profession. So, without further ado,
here’s what I advise the newest and latest class of librarians.”...
Agnostic, Maybe, Aug. 27

A starter kit for older LIS students

Laura Sanders writes: “During my first year I
discovered that attending library school as an
older student comes with its own unique
benefits and challenges. Your knowledge and
skills will shape your view of the profession,
but you may relate to the world quite
differently than do your younger classmates.
When I compare myself as a library school student to the sort of
student I was during my first graduate degree, I see how my
perspective and priorities have changed. I thought I would share
some of my reflections with you. First off, the benefits.”...
Hack Library School, Aug. 27
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