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American Libraries Online
An academic spring?

Barbara Fister writes: “On January 21, distinguished
British mathematician Timothy Gowers posted to his
blog his rationale for no longer submitting
manuscripts, reviewing articles, or doing editorial
work for journals published by Elsevier. Gowers
faulted the a corporation for high prices, bundling
subscriptions in ways that made selection
prohibitively expensive for libraries, and for supporting the Research
Works Act.”...
American Libraries feature; Gowers’s Weblog, Jan. 21

April Fools! The year’s best library
pranks

Greg Landgraf writes: “April Fools’ pranks and
librarians have a strong tradition. Here are
some of our favorite hoaxes from the LIS world
this year. Grilled Unicorn: Professor Brian
Trump of the British Library’s British Medieval Cookbook Project
reported a near-miraculous find of a long-lost 14th-century cookbook
with recipes for hedgehog, blackbird, and unicorn. (If you’ve got a
hungry family full of picky eaters, the book suggests marinating
unicorn in cloves and garlic before roasting. Absolutely delicious.)”...
AL: Inside Scoop, Apr. 4; Medieval and Earlier Manuscripts Blog, Apr. 1

On My Mind: Put an end to
socialized intellectual property

(satire)

Donald A. Barclay writes: “My good friends from
Restore Intellectual Property Protection for
Economic Recovery (RIPPER) are gearing up to
launch an informational campaign that will set
our mistaken average American citizen straight about the true facts of
the so-called public domain. Millions of our cultural treasures, among
them the greatest, most inspiring works of human genius and
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Thought-provoking
speakers Rebecca
MacKinnon (above) and
J. R. Martinez kick off
and close out the
conference, respectively.
MacKinnon, a journalist,
internet policy specialist,
and author, headlines the
Opening General Session
June 22. Actor, author,
soldier, speaker Martinez
will help end on a high
note as speaker at the
Closing General Session
June 26, at the ALA
Annual Conference.
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ingenuity ever created, sit moldering in the public domain void, as
ownerless and economically unproductive as the fallow collective
farms cooked up by Josef Stalin.”...
American Libraries column, Apr. 1

Nominate a Library Star on April 10

Pamela Goodes writes: “National Library Workers
Day is right around the corner, on April 10. And in
honor of all the unheralded library employees across
the country, the ALA–Allied Professional Association
is asking those in the profession to nominate “star” library employees
for public recognition. ‘Once a year we take time to recognize the
hard work of so many who are the very backbone of library service
that help these organizations succeed,’ said ALA-APA Director Lorelle
Swader.”...
AL: Inside Scoop, Apr. 4

Time to dine in Anaheim

Laura Daily writes: “Even a decade ago, the
area immediately surrounding the Anaheim
Convention Center was more culinary
wasteland than Shangri-La. How times have
changed. These days your greatest quandary
may be choosing where to dine, so bountiful
are the options. ‘A number of celebrated
chefs and restaurateurs are paying attention to Orange County,’ said
local food blogger Marian Bacol-Uba of marianthefoodie.com. ‘And it
hasn’t yet peaked.’”...
American Libraries feature

Catalogers, take this LC survey

Technical services librarians are invited to participate in a survey that
examines the value and use of the Library of Congress’s bibliographic
data and cataloging products. The library will use the results to guide
its strategic responses to this constantly changing bibliographic
environment, and help it to effectively define its future role, adopt a
sustainable financial model, and better serve its mission in the years
ahead. User: catalog. Password: survey....
AL: Inside Scoop, Mar. 28

Go back to the Top

ALA News
ALA voter turnout up from last year

Booklist’s free
webinars always
attract crowds of
attendees. Free
Booklist webinars in
April include New
Graphic Novels,
Children’s Reference,
and Hot Mysteries. All
webinars are archived
for future review. Get
more details at the
Booklist Online
webinars page. NEW!
From Booklist.

Great Libraries
of the World

As of March 29, 10.23% of eligible members have voted in the ALA
elections compared to 8.62% at the same time in 2011. Voting
opened on March 19, and the polls will close at 11:59 p.m. Central
time on April 27....
Office of ALA Governance, Mar. 30

Committee on Accreditation resignations

ALA President Molly Raphael informed the ALA governing Council
March 28 of the resignation of Committee on Accreditation Chair Ken
Haycock and the appointment of Brian L. Andrew to serve the
remainder of his term. Haycock had accepted a new position at the
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Vatican Library,
Vatican City, Rome,
Italy. Pope Nicholas V
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University of Southern California that, he said, might be perceived as
unduly influencing his role as COA chair. Meanwhile, COA member
Dan O’Connor submitted his resignation April 2, charging that ALA
leadership was unable to provide for a transparent and coherent set
of ethical policy guidelines to address potential conflicts of interest....
AL: Inside Scoop, Apr. 3

New Office for Research and Statistics
director

Kathy Rosa (right) will become the new director of the
Office for Research and Statistics, effective May 21.
Rosa currently serves as an assistant professor of
library, information, and media studies in the College
of Education at Chicago State University. Prior to her
teaching position, Rosa held positions in public,
academic, school, and special libraries....
Office for Research and Statistics, Apr. 2

National Library Week, April 8–14

Communities across the US will celebrate the
valuable contributions of our nation’s libraries during
National Library Week, April 8–14. This year’s theme
is “You Belong @ your library,” and libraries will
offer programs and services that showcase
technology and educational resources. First
sponsored in 1958, National Library Week events
include the release of the State of America’s Libraries Report on April
9, one of the most comprehensive reports on library trends....
Public Information Office, Apr. 4

Why patrons belong @ your library

Invite your library users to share their stories on why
they belong at your library during National Library
Week with atyourlibrary.org’s six-word story contest.
Through April 11, library users can submit their stories
through Twitter using the #nlw6words tag. Stories will
be complied and available for judging through
atyourlibrary.org. Six-word stories should reflect the
2012 National Library Week theme, “You belong @
your library.” Winners will receive Season 1 of Brad Meltzer’s Decoded
on DVD. Meltzer is NLW Honorary Chair....
Public Information Office, Apr. 4

Peeps take part in National
Library Week

established the current
collection in 1448 by
combining some 350
Greek, Latin, and
Hebrew codices
inherited from his
predecessors with his
own library, as well as
manuscripts from the
imperial library of
Constantinople. The
Biblioteca Apostolica
Vaticana was
established in 1475;
its first librarian,
Bartolomeo Platina,
produced the first
catalog list of 3,498
items in 1481. Around
1587, Pope Sixtus V
hired Domenico
Fontana to construct
the library building
that is still in use
today. One of its
treasures is the Codex
Vaticanus, one of the
oldest extant
manuscripts of the
Greek Bible written by
hand in the 4th
century. Another is the
Bodmer Papyrus XIVXV; written in the
early 3rd century, it is
one of the very
earliest surviving
witnesses to the text
of the New Testament.
The library was closed
to scholars in 2007–
2010 for a major
renovation and
installation of a new
security system.

With National Library Week close on the
heels of Easter, many libraries are linking
the two efforts in marshmallow Peeps
programming. The Ida Rupp Public Library in
Port Clinton, Ohio, is having a Peeps
Diorama contest. The Gallagher Law Library
at the University of Washington is sponsoring a Peepshow Contest. To
get in the mood, reread Millikin University Library’s famous 2003
paper on “small fluffy creatures and library research.”...
Ida Rupp Public Library; Gallagher Law Library; Susan Avery and Jennifer Masciadrelli,
“Peep Research,” Millikin University, Apr. 25, 2003

Celebrate bookmobiles April 11

As many Americans continue to pinch pennies
during this difficult economic time, bookmobile use
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Vilnius University
Library, Vilnius,
Lithuania. The library
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has become more popular than ever. Bookmobiles
bring a wealth of resources to users wherever they
are, and on April 11 communities across America
will celebrate our nation’s bookmobiles and the vital services they
provide during National Bookmobile Day @ your library....
Office for Literacy and Outreach Services, Mar. 29

2011 legislative scorecards available

National Library Legislative Day is April 23–24, and
to help prepare for your advocacy efforts, the ALA
Washington Office has created 2011 ALA
scorecards. Did your representative support school
libraries in the Senate or the House? Did your
senator cosponsor a bill that would help school
libraries? Did your representative sign onto a key letter requesting
support for school libraries? Our scorecards for the Senate (PDF file)
and House (PDF file) are the definitive way to answer these and other
questions....
District Dispatch, Mar. 28

Celebrate Preservation Week @
your library

On April 22–28, libraries across America will
celebrate Preservation Week @ your library
with the theme, “Pass It On.” Libraries will
help connect their users with preservation tools, promote the
importance of preservation, and enhance knowledge of preservation
issues among the general public. During the week, libraries will focus
on these preservation themes: vinyl records, quilts, comic books,
slides, digital photos, and family letters. Check out the press kit....
ALCTS, Apr. 3

Celebrate Día, April 30

On April 30, libraries will celebrate and explore our
nation’s rich tapestry of cultures during national El día
de los niños / El día de los libros (Children's Day /
Book Day). Libraries will offer family programs,
including bilingual story hours, book giveaways, and
other literacy-driven events. Día supports an ongoing
commitment for libraries to mirror the needs of the
communities that they serve by providing resources in multiple
languages....
ALSC, Apr. 3

Brey-Casiano to deliver 2012 Coleman
Lecture

Carol Brey-Casiano (right), information resource officer
for the US Department of State and 2004–2005 ALA
president, will deliver the 2012 Jean E. Coleman
Library Outreach Lecture on June 25 during the ALA
Annual Conference in Anaheim. Her lecture, “Diversity
on the World Stage,” will draw from her experiences
as a leader in US libraries and in Colombia, Brazil, and Paraguay....
Office for Literacy and Outreach Services, Apr. 2

Library job trends

Join your colleagues the morning of June 24 in the
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has been located in
the old university
building since its
establishment in 1570
as a Jesuit college.
Pranciškus
Smuglevičius Hall,
named after the
Lithuanian painter who
decorated it in 1803, is
one of the oldest parts
of the library and
today is used by the
Department of Rare
Books. A unique
collection of historical
globes and
astronomical
instruments is housed
in the White Hall,
which served as the
university observatory
in 1753–1883. Some
10,000 Old Lithuanian
books are the pride of
its special collections.
The library’s
commemorative
doorway (above) was
dedicated in 1997 for
the 450th anniversary
of the first Lithuanian
book, Martynas
Mažvydas’s 1547
catechism.
This AL Direct feature
showcases 250 libraries
around the world that are
notable for their exquisite
architecture, historic
collections, and innovative
services. If you find yourself
on vacation near one of
them, be sure to stop by for
a visit. The entire list will be
available in The Whole
Library Handbook 5, edited
by George M. Eberhart, which
is scheduled for publication in
2013 by ALA Editions. There
is also a Great Libraries of
the World Pinterest board.

AL Direct, April 4, 2012

ALA JobLIST Placement Center in Anaheim, just before
its Open House, for a lively discussion on employment
trends. Regional Commissioner for the Bureau of Labor
Statistics Richard J. Holden (right) will provide
observations and analysis on future job trends in our
society with a special emphasis on the library and
information profession....
Human Resource Development and Recruitment Office, Apr. 3

Ideas wanted for the Diversity and Outreach Fair

The Office for Literacy and Outreach Services invites proposals for the
2012 Diversity and Outreach Fair, held June 23 during the 2012 ALA
Annual Conference in Anaheim, California. In keeping with this year’s
theme, “Building Community Connections,” the fair will feature
examples of the many ways libraries forge relationships with other
organizations to deliver vital services to their communities. Proposals
will be accepted through May 4....
Office for Literacy and Outreach Services, Mar. 29

Join Think Fit Yoga program at
Annual Conference

So much thought-provoking professional
development, so many stimulating events, so
much good networking—it’s sometimes hard to
remember to breathe at ALA Annual Conference. Attendees can fix
that at this year’s conference by joining in ALA’s Think Fit Yoga
program before the morning’s meetings and conference rush at 7 a.m.
on June 24....
Conference Services, Apr. 3

Membership on IFLA section committees

The International Relations Committee is accepting nominations to
section standing committees of the International Federation of Library
Associations and Institutions for the 2013–2017 term. Forward
nominations to Delin Guerra at the International Relations Office
before November 13....
International Relations Office

Use social media as a library tool

ALA Editions is hosting a new facilitated eCourse,
“Social Media Basics: Engaging Your Library Users.”
Paul Signorelli, former director of staff training and
volunteer services for the San Francisco Public Library
system, will lead this four-week course, which begins
on May 21. Signorelli will show you how you can use
Facebook, LinkedIn, Google+, and Twitter to connect
with a library audience for reference, library
instruction, outreach, and marketing....
ALA Editions, Apr. 3

Career Leads
from

Tenure-Track Faculty
Librarian, Walla Walla
Community College,
Walla Walla,
Washington. This fulltime tenure-track
position is the primary
contact for free and
fee-based electronic
information resources
and takes the
leadership role in
procurement, licensing,
and management of
the library’s electronic
information resources.
Works closely with
Information Technology
Department in the
design and
maintenance of the
library’s web
presence....

@

More jobs...

Library security workshop

ALA Editions is hosting a new 90-minute workshop on June 6, “12
Essentials for a Safe and Secure Library” with Warren Graham.
Graham, a library security manager with decades of experience, will
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Digital Library
of the Week
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guide you through a set of proven procedures to prepare you to
handle a variety of scenarios, ranging from the common to the
unexpected....
ALA Editions, Apr. 3

Serving the blind and physically impaired

ALA Editions is hosting a workshop on June 13, “Serving Blind and
Visually Impaired Patrons at the Library” with Yolyndra Green. The
workshop covers the challenges faced by this population in using
libraries and will also provide an overview of the resources available
to librarians to assist them, including many that are free....
ALA Editions, Apr. 3

The best picture books for children

Published by ALA Editions, Picture Books for Children:
Fiction, Folktales, and Poetry by Mary Northrup is a
comprehensive overview perfect for librarians,
teachers, parents, daycare providers, and anyone who
works with young children. Providing descriptive
annotations of the best children’s picture book titles
published in the last decade, it is both an excellent
tool for collection development and an abundant
resource for planning storytimes and other children’s
programming....
ALA Editions, Apr. 2

Go back to the Top

Featured review: History for youth

Gonzales, Doreen. The Secret of the
Manhattan Project. Feb. 2012. 128p. illus.
Enslow, library edition (978-0-766-03954-4).
The scene is neatly set with the first, short
chapter, “Mission: Possible.” It asks readers to
imagine keeping a secret among 100,000
people, hiding three entire cities from prying
eyes, and putting the most famous scientists
in the world in one place that few know about.
These were just a few of the elements that went into the
development of the atomic bomb. Part of the Stories in
American History series, this book does a fine job of explaining
the Manhattan Project to middle-graders by firmly placing the
project in the context of history....

Top 10 nonfiction books
for youth

Daniel Kraus writes: “Middlegrade series dominate this list of the top 10 series launched in
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NGA Images, a new
online resource that
launched March 16, is
a repository of digital
images of the
collections of the
National Gallery of Art.
On this website you
can search, browse,
share, and download
images. A standardsbased reproduction
guide and a help
section provide advice
for both novices and
experts. More than
20,000 open access
digital images—up to
3,000 pixels each—are
available free of
charge for download
and use. NGA Images
is designed to facilitate
learning, enrichment,
enjoyment, and
exploration.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site, Check out
our Featured Digital
Libraries Pinterest board.

Public
Perception
How the World
Sees Us

“Outside, I ducked
out of the way of a
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the past year. (Perhaps it’s no surprise that two series are
called Growing Up?) That doesn’t mean there’s not diversity:
murderous women, famous authors, and larvae all have a
place at this table.”...

Free Booklist webinars in April

Booklist webinars scheduled in April include sessions on
graphic novels, children’s reference, and mysteries. All the
webinars start at 1 p.m. Central time on Tuesdays. Visit the
Booklist Online webinars page to register for upcoming events
and to access the full archive of past webinars....

How do I get my book reviewed in Booklist?
If you wish to submit materials for review consideration in
Booklist or Booklist Online, specific guidelines for various
formats and types of materials are provided here. Any
publisher of a book reviewed in Booklist will receive a
tearsheet of the review. Due to the volume of submissions
(more than 60,000 per year), we are unable to notify
publishers whose books have not been selected for review.
Send materials to Booklist, 50 E. Huron St., Chicago, IL
60611....

@

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
Go back to the Top

Anaheim Update
Anaheim Convention Center

Much of the Anaheim Convention Center, the
venue for the 2012 ALA Annual Conference,
has been renovated in recent years with
state-of-the-art facilities. The basketball
arena fronting Katella Avenue opened in July
1967, while the convention hall behind it
opened to business shortly afterward. Since
then, the center has undergone three major expansions, and currently
encloses 815,000 square feet of exhibit space and 130,000 square
feet of meeting and ballroom space. Visit the ACC website for still
photos and panoramic views of its features....
Wikipedia; Anaheim Convention Center

Pirates of the Caribbean ride is 45
years old

The Pirates of the Caribbean ride at Disneyland
turned 45 years old on March 18. The ride was
the last one at Disneyland that Walt Disney
helped create. Sadly, he died just before it
opened. The ride, which continues to be one of
the most popular in the park, was initially
intended to be a walk-through museum, but as Walt and his team
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beeping Book Robot
that was performing
no book-like
functions I could
see, and I slid down
the wall. Beside me
sat a young-ish
librarian in shiny
black flats, poking
derisively at her
phone. This was my
last chance to get
someone on the
record saying the
end is near. Has her
New Jersey library
suffered from the
loss of grants and
city budget cuts?
‘Actually, we’re
working on
expanding,’ she told
me. ‘We desperately
need more space.’
This was her first
conference. ‘It’s
been very
interesting.’ God, I
can’t even coax her
into saying how the
lack of natural light
and recycled air is
destroying her will to
live.”
—Jessa Crispin, in her
description of the PLA
Conference exhibit hall, “Book
Report,” The Smart Set, Mar.
27.

“The fact is that well
over half the ebooks
currently available
can be read at no
cost whatsoever and
most of the rest are
available at prices so
low as to unlikely
challenge any but
the most destitute
among us. And this
raises some very
real questions about
the continued value
of the ‘free’ lending
library in the age of
the ebook.”
—LSSI Vice President Steve
Coffman, “The Decline and
Fall of the Library Empire,”
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continued to develop the attraction, they decided a boat ride would be
far more fun. Check out D23 for a look back at opening day and an
image from an episode of Walt Disney’s Wonderful World of Color TV
show....

Searcher 20, no. 3 (Apr.).

@

More quotes...

Palm Springs (Calif.) Desert Sun, Mar. 18; D23: The Official Disney Fan Club, Mar. 19

Airline quality soars to 22-year high

When it comes to on-time performance, baggage
handling, customer complaints, and overbooked
flights, US airlines are performing at their highest
level in at least 22 years, according to a study
released April 2. Discount carriers, such as AirTran,
Hawaiian, and JetBlue led the industry on those basic
measures. The 2012 Airline Quality Rating (PDF file),
a joint project of researchers at Purdue and Wichita
State University, shows the 15 largest airlines on average improved in
2011 in all four categories....

Connect with your Kids:
How Do You Explain the
Holocaust to a Child?

Chicago Tribune, Apr. 2

Victims of tighter tipping

Tipping for hotel concierges, bellhops, and housekeepers moves up
and down with the economy, but lately it has also been affected by
changes in corporate, airline, and hotel policies. Since luggage got
wheels, more travelers have been eschewing porters and taking their
own bags up to their hotel rooms. Airline baggage fees have made
things worse, with travelers packing lighter, and thus not needing the
services of a skycap or bellman as often....
New York Times, Mar. 26

Go back to the Top

Bully—a Heartbreaking Look
at Kids Under Daily Attack
at School
Libraries offer resources
during National Poetry
Month
Great Movies: 'The Highest
Moment in the Movies:' City
Lights
'The Evolving Universe'
Travels Back to Beginning of
Time and Space
Trains Inspire Great Books,
Films

Division News
RUSA videos showcase
interlibrary loan librarians

New videos posted by the RUSA Sharing
and Transforming Access to Resources
Section provide insight into the role of
interlibrary loan librarians and can help
LIS students better understand this
important area of librarianship. These two-minute videos feature
Micquel Little (right), Collette Mak, and Heather Weltin, ILL librarians
who serve in a variety of roles discussing their responsibilities and
experiences....

Join Us on Facebook
Subscribe to our
Newsletter

RUSA, Apr. 3

Calendar

RUSA spring online courses

Apr. 12–13:

This spring, RUSA offers a variety of basic reference and user services
courses on such topics as readers’ advisory, reference, and genealogy,
as well as a pair of courses covering basic and intermediate GIS and
spatial information skills that can be applied at your library. Here is an
overview of what the division is offering in the next few months....
RUSA Blog, Apr. 4
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Virginia Hamilton
Conference on
Multicultural
Literature for Youth,
Student Center, Kent
State University, Ohio.

AL Direct, April 4, 2012

School library survey data now available

Researchers can now request access to data from the AASL School
Libraries Count! longitudinal survey. The yearly survey gathers data
on school library programs to track the state of programs nationally.
Researchers can submit requests to license the data for
noncommercial uses by completing a form....
AASL, Apr. 3

The School Library Month story

Lucille Thomas, chair of the first School Library Month committee,
shares the planning and presentation of the first month dedicated to
celebrating the school library profession in 1985 in a new audio
podcast presented by AASL. Interviewed by Susan Hess, Thomas
speaks about developing a national celebration for AASL....
AASL, Apr. 3

Support Teen Literature Day, April 12

On April 12, librarians across the county are encouraged to participate
in Support Teen Literature Day to raise awareness among the general
public that young adult literature is a vibrant, growing genre with
much to offer today’s teens. Sponsored by YALSA, the event
showcases award-winning YA authors and books and highlights
librarians’ expertise in connecting teens with books and other reading
materials....
YALSA, Mar. 29

YA authors at the Printz program
and reception

Annual Conference attendees won’t want to
miss the 2012 Michael L. Printz Program and
Reception, held by YALSA on June 25 in
Anaheim, California. The Printz Award,
announced in January at the Youth Media
Awards, honors the best book written for teens each year. Author
John Corey Whaley, whose book Where Things Come Back won this
year’s award, will speak, as will honor book author Daniel Handler and
illustrator Maira Kalman (above), and authors Christine Hinwood,
Craig Silvey, and Maggie Stiefvater....
YALSA, Apr. 2

Susan Cooper to speak at Margaret
Edwards luncheon

Join YALSA in honoring Susan Cooper (right),
winner of the 2012 Margaret A. Edwards Award
for the five books of The Dark Is Rising series,
at the Margaret A. Edwards Luncheon on June
23 at the ALA Annual Conference in Anaheim,
California. Cooper will speak about her books
and writing for children and teens after a sit-down luncheon. Tickets
must be purchased in advance....
YALSA, Apr. 2

Meet authors at the YA Authors Coffee Klatch

Meet your favorite young adult authors over coffee at YALSA’s annual
YA Authors Coffee Klatch on June 24 in Anaheim, California, as part of
the ALA Annual Conference. This year’s klatch will feature more than
35 authors whose books have won YALSA’s six awards or appeared on
its seven booklists. This event sells out most years, with only limited
tickets at the door....
YALSA, Apr. 2
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Apr. 18:

Ninth Annual
Copyright
Conference, Ball State
University, Muncie,
Indiana. “©opyright in
©asablanca: Round Up
the Usual Suspects!”

Apr. 25:

Schema.org and
Linked Data:
Complementary
Approaches to
Publishing Data,
NISO/DCMI webinar.

May 3–6:

Association of
Independent
Information
Professionals, Annual
Conference,
Indianapolis. “Racing
to Succeed.”

May 18–19:

International
Conference on
Information and
Religion, Student
Center, Kent State
University, Ohio.

June 4–8:

International
Association for Social
Science and
Information
Technology, Annual
Conference, Marvin
Center, George
Washington University,
Washington, D.C.
“Data Science for a
Connected World.”

June 5–7:

Kohacon 12,
Conference, Edinburgh,
Scotland.

June 9–11:

Kohacon 12, Hackfest,
Edinburgh, Scotland.

June 18–21:

Canada International
Conference on

AL Direct, April 4, 2012

ALTAFF: Isn’t It Romantic?

ALTAFF will host “Isn’t it Romantic?” on June 23 at the
2012 ALA 2012 Annual Conference in Anaheim. This
popular program features bestselling romance writers,
including Deborah Coonts, Tessa Dare (right), Jillian
Hunter, Susan Mallery, and Jill Shalvis. It will be
moderated by Barbara Hoffert, editor of Library
Journal’s Prepub Alert....
ALTAFF, Apr. 3

Early bird registration for ALSC
National Institute

ALSC invites members to take advantage of early
bird registration for the 2012 ALSC National
Institute before it ends June 30. The institute will
take place September 20–22 in Indianapolis and
is devoted solely to children’s and youth library services. The event
will serve as the kick-off to the Caldecott Award’s 75th anniversary
celebration....
ALSC, Apr. 2

Manage teen behavior

By popular demand, YALSA has added a second presentation of its
“Managing the Swarm: Teen Behavior in the Library and Strategies
for Success” webinar to take place April 24. By setting the right tone
with regulars, establishing appropriate boundaries, and equitably
addressing problem behaviors, you can create a teen space that is
consistently welcoming, using strategies from Managing the Swarm,
led by Erin Downey Howerton....
YALSA, Apr. 2

Education, University
of Guelph, Ontario.

June 25–28:

Association for
Computing
Machinery, Hypertext
and Social Media
Conference, Milwaukee.

July 17–20:

6th International
Conference on
Knowledge
Generation,
Communication, and
Management,
Orlando, Florida.

Aug. 12–16:

Association for
Computing
Machinery, Special
Interest Group on
Information
Retrieval, Conference,
Portland (Oreg.)
Marriott Downtown
Waterfront.

Sept. 7:

Proposals for AASL Annual Conference programs

AASL invites proposals for 90-minute concurrent sessions and half- or
full-day preconference workshops to be presented during the 2013
ALA Annual Conference in Chicago. The submission deadline is June
1....
AASL, Apr. 3

Missouri to offer ALTAFF Trustee Academy

ALTAFF has made special pricing for its Trustee Academy available to
state library agencies. Missouri recently joined Nebraska, Kansas, and
Utah in making the Trustee Academy available for its libraries through
a multiple-use purchase....
ALTAFF, Apr. 3

Go back to the Top

Awards & Grants
2012 ALTAFF Public Service Award

ALTAFF will present its 2012 Public Service Award to
Congressman Rush Holt (D-N.J., right) during National
Library Legislative Day activities in Washington, D.C.,
on April 23–24. In Congress, Rep. Holt introduced the
Workforce Investments through Local Libraries (WILL)
Act to integrate libraries into job training efforts and
the SKILLS Act, which would establish a goal of having
not less than one highly qualified school librarian in
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Ohio Library Council,
Expo, Lausche Building,
Ohio Expo Center,
Columbus.

Sept. 10–11:

Chartered Institute
of Library and
Information
Professionals
Cataloguing and
Indexing Group,
Conference, University
of Sheffield, UK.

Sept. 19–22:

North Dakota Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Best
Western Doublewood
Inn & Conference
Center, Fargo. “Finding
Your Voice.”

Sept. 30–
Oct. 3:

Pennsylvania Library
Association, Annual
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each public school....
ALTAFF, Apr. 3

Host the 2013 Arbuthnot Lecture

ALSC and the 2013 May Hill Arbuthnot Lecture
Committee are calling for applications to host the
2013 event, which will feature well-known children’s
laureate Michael Morpurgo (right). The lecture
traditionally is held in April or early May. A library
school, department of education in a college or
university, or a children’s library system may be
considered for the venue. Host site application forms
are due May 11....
ALSC, Mar. 29

Conference, Gateway
Gettysburg. “PA
Libraries: Leading the
Charge.”

Nov. 7–10:

New York Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Saratoga
Springs. “Writing Our
Next Chapter.”

@

More...

2012 ASCLA Exceptional Service Award

ASCLA will posthumously honor Kathleen Hegarty with its 2012
Exceptional Service Award. Making creative use of federal LSCA funds,
she forged numerous cutting-edge services for special populations
during her tenure at Boston Public Library, including the
“Homesmobile” library services to nursing homes and the homebound.
Hegarty was notified of winning the award prior to her death on
January 28....
ASCLA, Mar. 29

2012 ASCLA Leadership Award

Laura Sherbo, branch library services program manager at the
Washington State Library, is the 2012 recipient of the ASCLA
Leadership and Professional Achievement Award. The award
recognizes leadership and achievement in consulting, library
cooperation, networking, statewide service, programs, and state
library development....
ASCLA, Apr. 3

Sacramento Public Library unveils
award-winning campaign

Residents of Sacramento, California, have been
seeing a number of new public transit signs, window
clings, and posters—all reminding them that the
Sacramento Public Library is a place where everyone
belongs. As the winner of the 2012 Scholastic
Library Publishing National Library Week grant, the
library received $3,000 to develop its public
awareness campaign using the National Library
Week theme, “You belong @ your library.” The campaign’s target
audience is the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender community....
Public Information Office, Apr. 3

Two I Love My Librarian winners also Movers and
Shakers

Contact Us

American Libraries
Direct

AL Direct is a free electronic
newsletter emailed every
Wednesday to personal
members of the American
Library Association and
subscribers.

George M. Eberhart,
Editor:
geberhart@ala.org

Beverly Goldberg,
Senior Editor:
bgoldberg@ala.org

Greg Landgraf,
Associate Editor:
glandgraf@ala.org

Two recent winners of the Carnegie Corporation of New York / New
York Times I Love My Librarian Award, for which library users
nominate their librarians, have recently received national recognition
by their peers. Paul Clark (2010 I Love My Librarian winner) and
Jennifer LaGarde (2011 I Love My Librarian winner) joined the ranks
of the more than 550 librarians that have been named Movers and
Shakers by Library Journal since 2002....

Sanhita SinhaRoy,
Associate Editor:
ssinharoy@ala.org

2012 Morningstar Public Librarian

Laurie D. Borman,

Public Information Office, Apr. 3
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Support grant

Anne Macdonald (right), business librarian at the
Poudre River Public Library District in Fort Collins,
Colorado, is the 2012 recipient of the RUSA BRASS
Morningstar Public Librarian Support Award—an Annual
Conference travel grant. The award is presented to a
librarian with a demonstrated interest in pursuing a
career as a business reference librarian and the potential to be a
leader in the profession....

Editor and Publisher,
American Libraries:
lborman@ala.org
Jennifer Henderson,
Contributing Researcher
To advertise in American
Libraries Direct, contact:

RUSA, Apr. 3

Financial assistance for the LSSC Program

The Library Support Staff Interests Round Table, as well as 10 state
library agencies, will be offering another round of financial assistance
to library support staff applying for certification in the Library Support
Staff Certification Program. The program offers library support staff
the opportunity to achieve recognition for their existing skills and
knowledge. Apply for a Registration Assistance Award online by May
15....
ALA–Allied Professional Association, Apr. 2

2012 Waterstones Children’s Book
Prize

The winners of the 2012 Waterstones Children’s
Book Prize were announced at an awards
ceremony at Waterstones flagship store in
London on March 28. The overall winner, and the
winner in the picture book category, was The
Pirates Next Door (Templar Publishing) by Jonny
Duddle, an amusing story about a pirate family.
The fiction for ages 5–12 winner was Liz Pichon’s The Brilliant World
of Tom Gates (Scholastic), while You Against Me by Jenny Downham
(David Fickling Books) was the teen books winner....
The Independent (UK), Mar. 29

2012 Northern Ireland Book Award

The winner of the 2012 Northern Ireland Book Award
was announced on March 28 as Gangsta Granny by
well-known UK comedian and writer David Walliams.
Little does young Ben suspect that his gangsta granny
is planning her greatest jewel heist ever: stealing the
crown jewels from the Tower of London. Booksellers
and all Grade 8–9 schoolchildren in Northern Ireland
were invited to submit nominations. The award
recognizes books that are exciting and encourage children to read
more....
Northern Ireland Book Award, Mar. 28

Cooking with Poo wins oddest title
prize

Cooking with Poo, a Thai cookbook penned by
Bangkok resident Saiyuud Diwong and published in
Australia, has trumped its rivals to scoop The
Bookseller’s coveted Diagram Prize for Oddest
Book Title of the Year award. Diwong’s nickname
is “Poo” (that’s Thai for “crab”), hence the title.
The Diagram Prize, conceived as a way to avoid
boredom at the annual Frankfurt Book Fair, was first awarded in 1978
to Proceedings of the Second International Workshop on Nude Mice....
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Libraries in the News
Daily Show to tape at ImaginOn
in September

Tickets were all snapped up within an hour
April 2 once word got out that popular
fake-TV-news-show host Jon Stewart was
coming to town in September for the
Democratic National Convention. The Charlotte Mecklenburg (N.C.)
Library board agreed to rent part of the ImaginOn children’s library
and theater to Comedy Central’s The Daily Show for $94,488. Taping
will take place September 4–7. The revenue will supplement the
library’s operating budget, including services that support literacy,
educational success, and workforce development, and will support
Children’s Theatre programs and infrastructure....
Charlotte (N.C.) Observer, Apr. 2; Charlotte Mecklenburg Library, Apr. 2

Toronto libraries reopen

Toronto Public Library workers are back on the job after voting to
approve a new contract on March 29. CUPE Local 4948 president
Maureen O’Reilly said the agreement reached between the union and
the city is a victory for the union. The new agreement provides
employees with a modest wage increase in the second, third, and
fourth year of the contract. Library workers went on strike March 19,
after a breakdown in negotiations....
CBC News, Mar. 29; Toronto Public Library, Mar. 29

Camdenton agrees to comply on filtering

The ACLU said on March 28 that it has settled a lawsuit with a central
Missouri school district whose internet filtering software was blocking
access to nonsexual websites about LGBT issues. The ACLU said the
Camdenton R-III School District has agreed to stop blocking the sites,
submit to monitoring for 18 months to confirm compliance, and pay
$125,000 in legal fees and costs. However, a local attorney has
vowed to fight the settlement “to the end,” and the local Tea Party is
rallying opposition....
eSchool News, Mar. 29; Camdenton (Mo.) Lake Sun, Mar. 29; Kansas City (Mo.) Star,
Mar. 29

Salt Lake library aims to help homeless patrons

In a new program, the Salt Lake City Public Library will begin working
with Salt Lake County Human Services, the Utah Department of
Workforce Services, and Salt Lake City police to direct patrons to
social services including homeless shelters, mental health counseling,
or substance-abuse prevention programs. But only with patrons’
consent, a library spokesperson stressed....
Salt Lake Tribune, Apr. 1

State library worker accused of stealing $110,000

A Louisiana State Library employee wanted for allegedly embezzling
$110,000 of privately donated funds turned herself in to authorities
March 29. Alison Claire Foster was arrested and booked on 174
counts of unauthorized use of a credit card and 94 counts of forgery
and felony theft. Foster was employed as the executive assistant to
the state librarian since June 1996. Foster’s attorney said she is
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innocent....

Baton Rouge (La.) Advocate, Apr. 1

The final chapter for a trusty
bookmobile?

The Cobleigh Public Library in Lyndonville,
Vermont, had managed to keep its bookmobile
rolling until about a month ago, when it died.
Now that the bookmobile has broken down,
librarians have to bring books in their own cars
for story hour for preschoolers at Stay and Play, a daycare center.
Over the years, Vermont’s large fleet has dwindled to three or four.
Lyndonville’s head librarian, Cindy Karasinski, says replacement costs
have skyrocketed, and the kind of grants that used to fund
bookmobiles have all but dried up....
NPR: Weekend Edition Sunday, Apr. 1

Philatelic libraries join forces

Mark Kellner writes: “One of the most important
aspects of philately is the accumulation of the
knowledge to create a comprehensible collection
or exhibit. Now, some of the world’s leading
philatelic organizations are joining forces to
make the finding of that specialized knowledge
easier. According to an announcement from the Royal Philatelic
Society London, or RPSL, the groups will ‘provide a centralized
gateway to the greatest philatelic research in existence.’”...
Stamp Collecting Examiner, Apr. 1

UK court rules volunteer-run libraries unlawful

Surrey County Council’s decision to run 10 libraries by volunteers in a
move to keep its 52 libraries open has been ruled unlawful by the UK
High Court of Justice. Campaigners opposed the move on the
technicality that paid staff were more knowledgeable in providing
assistance to users. Justice Wilkie said the decision-making process
was flawed, because training for volunteers was not fully discussed.
The verdict could have implications for other councils that have
earmarked changes to library services....
BBC News, Apr. 3

Nobel laureate donates books to Peruvian
hometown

Peruvian writer Mario Vargas Llosa says he’ll donate the 30,000 books
of his personal library to his hometown of Arequipa, Peru. The Nobel
literature laureate announced the plan at a news conference March
28, his 76th birthday. The author of novels, including Conversation in
the Cathedral and The Time of the Hero, says he will include a variety
of volumes, from history and philosophy to politics and literature....
Associated Press, Mar. 28

Go back to the Top

Issues
How copyright protection
makes books vanish

Rebecca J. Rosen writes: “The chart on the
right shows a distribution of 2,500 newly
printed fiction books selected at random
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from Amazon’s warehouses. What’s so
crazy is that there are just as many from
the last decade as from the decade between 1910 and 1920. Why?
Because beginning in 1923, most titles are copyrighted. Books from
before 1923 tend to be in the public domain, and the result is that
Amazon carries them—lots of them.”...
The Atlantic, Mar. 30

Kurt Vonnegut’s letter to a book burner

In October 1973, Bruce Severy, a 26-year-old
English teacher at Drake (N.Dak.) High School,
decided to use Kurt Vonnegut’s Slaughterhouse-Five
as a teaching aid in his classroom. On November 7,
the head of the school board, Charles McCarthy,
demanded that all 32 copies be burned in the
school’s furnace as a result of its “obscene language.” On November
16, Vonnegut sent McCarthy the following letter. He didn’t receive a
reply.”...
Letters of Note, Mar. 30

Lawsuit over Bush and Cheney records

Gawker Media reporter John Cook writes: “I filed a FOIA complaint in
2011 against the National Archives and Records Administration,
demanding copies of the paperwork President George W. Bush and
Vice President Dick Cheney used to access files from their official
papers. NARA is fighting it. In court papers filed March 26, the agency
ironically invoked the inviolate confidentiality inherent in the
relationship between librarians and patrons. Ironic, because Bush and
Cheney made sure that the Patriot Act empowered the FBI to
rummage through library records with impunity.”...
Gawker, Mar. 28; Courthouse News Service, Dec. 1, 2011

Disconnection: Part of a balanced
information diet

Christine Lind Hage writes: “Like many people
today I am seldom far from my computer,
email, or Droid. Even while reading for
relaxation, I have a computer at hand to look
things up, surf, and quickly respond to emails
coming in. Soon it became apparent to me that that this experience
was becoming more and more prevalent in our community, and it has
evolved into a wider community discussion here at the Rochester Hills
(Mich.) Public Library.”...
District Dispatch, Apr. 4

Libraries as software

Hugh Rundle writes: “The software/hardware framework is a good
way to think about what libraries are really about as we move further
into a world of post-paper publishing. What libraries have too often
focused on in the past is hardware—buildings, books, journals, and
rooms. But the real value of libraries is not the hardware. Users don’t
come to the library to find books, magazines, journals, films, or
recordings. They come to be informed, inspired, horrified, enchanted,
or amused. They come for the software.”...
It’s Not About the Books, Apr. 4
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English, Bengali newspapers banned from West
Bengal libraries

The chief minister of the Indian state of West Bengal has banned
English and mass-circulation Bengali newspapers from public libraries
in the state in an effort to promote “free thinking” among readers,
according to the March 14 statement from the West Bengal
government. Only eight vernacular newspapers have been approved.
Two major political parties in India have condemned the state
government’s ban....
Times of India (New Delhi), Mar. 28; Indo-Asian News Service, Mar. 28; Kottayam
Malayala Manorama, Apr. 1

Go back to the Top

Tech Talk
Google’s augmented-reality glasses

Google finally acknowledged that it’s testing a
prototype set of eyeglasses that can stream data
to the wearer’s eyes in real time. A video (2:30) of
this augmented-reality experiment was posted by
Google on YouTube showing someone wearing the
glasses as he makes his way around a variety of
Manhattan venues, receiving up-to-the-minute
updates as information streamed in. The New York Times reports that
one of the researchers on the project, Babak Parviz, is a University of
Washington specialist in bionanotechnology who developed a contact
lens (video, 14:20) with embedded electronics that can show pixels to
someone’s eye....
CNET News: Cutting Edge, Apr. 4; YouTube, Feb. 7, Apr. 4; New York Times: Bits, Apr. 4

Tuning up your computer (for
beginners)

Jill Duffy writes: “If you learn how and why
it’s important to maintain your computer, you
can implement an efficient system for making
sure it happens regularly. This article is for
people who don’t know what it means to
tune up a computer (if that description does
not fit you, then perhaps this is an article
you can share with your less technical friends and family). I’ll make it
simple to understand and give a few options for products and services
that will do the tune up for you.”...
PC Magazine, Apr. 2

Cybersecurity’s 7-step plan for internet freedom

Greg Nojeim writes: “Pending cybersecurity bills (H.R. 3523, S. 2105,
and S. 2151) in Congress include provisions that pose major civil
liberties risks that must be addressed before any bill is enacted into
law. The House is ready to take up legislation as soon as the week of
April 23; after that, the Senate will act. Here are some dos and don’ts
that preserve internet privacy and freedom.” (For a more fully
explained analysis, view the PDF file.)...
Center for Democracy and Technology, Mar. 28

A bevy of beauties, and so PC

David Pogue writes: “So what is an ultrabook?
It’s a MacBook Air that runs Windows. Because
of the tiny storage, an ultrabook doesn’t make a
good primary computer and can store only wee
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photo, music, and video collections. Forget highhorsepower games, too. But never mind all that. If you have the
money, you’ll love how satisfying, beautiful, and exquisitely designed
these machines are. For most uses—email, web surfing, chat,
Microsoft Office, music, streaming movies—an ultrabook is pure
joy.”...
New York Times: Personal Tech, Mar. 28

How to buy a photo printer

M. David Stone and Tony Hoffman write: “True
photo printers—in contrast to standard inkjets
that manufacturers merely call photo printers—
fall into two broad categories at the consumer
level: dedicated and near-dedicated photo
printers. Dedicated (also known as smallformat) photo printers can print nothing but
photos. Near-dedicated photo printers offer
professional-level output quality.” Here are PC Magazine’s top five
photo printers....
PC Magazine, Mar. 29

5 iPad apps that look great on the new retina
screen

James Bruce writes: “Apps that haven’t been updated for the new
retina screen are now painfully obvious, so here are five apps that
have been updated, and are now among my most used apps for
precisely that reason.”...
MakeUseOf, Mar. 30

4 tips for securing PDF documents

When you create PDFs for business purposes there
are a number of security concerns you may have,
ranging from who can view it to how the content
can be reused. It’s therefore vital to understand
your PDF security settings well and to know what
protection features are generally available. Here are
some of the top PDF security tips....
MakeUseOf, Mar. 29

10 PC games for less than $10

Matt Silverman writes: “It’s a great time to be
a PC gamer. The most anticipated studio titles
can be downloaded the moment they’re
released, the classics you grew up with are
increasingly available again, and independent
developers have the means to create worlds
the industry only dreams of. We’ve selected 10
of our favorite low-priced PC games—a good mix of modern classics,
indie innovation, and nostalgia-soaked reissues—which all come in
under $10.”...
Mashable, Mar. 30

Wikidata to unify structured data for
Wikipedia

With more than 280 different language editions of
Wikipedia often sharing data elements like people’s
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birth dates and definitions, there has never been a
single central data repository from which each version
could pull such information. Until now. On March 30,
the German chapter of the Wikimedia Foundation pulled back the
wraps on Wikidata, a project that aims to be a single common source
of structured data that can be used across all versions of Wikipedia.
By December, Wikipedia editors will pull data from that repository
rather than adding it by hand themselves.”...
CNET News: Geek Gestalt, Mar. 30

The father of the email attachment

Twenty years ago in March, 100 American web geeks
opened their inboxes to find a bizarre email. Inside the
message were two attachments. The first was a
photograph of the Telephone Chords, an a capella
quartet comprising four hirsute IT researchers. The
second, the Chords’ recording of an old barbershop
favorite, “Let Me Call You Sweetheart.” But the content
wasn’t the weirdest thing. It was the attachment itself. This was the
first functional attachment ever, sent by the quartet’s tenor, Nathaniel
Borenstein (above)....
The Guardian (UK), Mar. 26
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E-Content
Ebooks 101: Digital Rights Management

Christopher Harris writes: “Where does a 300-pound
gorilla apply DRM (Digital Rights Management)?
Answer: Wherever he wants. And in the case of many
publishers, that is everywhere. But what exactly is
this seemingly ever-present DRM? As a broad
definition, DRM refers to a technology that works to protect digital
content.”...
AL: E-Content, Apr. 3

Will Hachette be the first to drop DRM?

DRM “doesn’t stop anyone from pirating,” Hachette Senior Vice
President Maja Thomas said in a March 31 publishing panel at the
Copyright Clearance Center’s OnCopyright 2012 conference. “It just
makes it more difficult, and anyone who wants a free copy of any of
our books can go online now and get one. There’s a misconception
that somehow the digital format of books has made piracy increase,
or become logarithmically more serious. But piracy was always very
easy to do.”...
paidContent, Mar. 31

Defining digital literacy

Bobbi L. Newman writes: “When I was invited to serve as a member
of the Digital Literacy Task Force in the spring of 2011 I was thrilled
that OITP was forming a group to focus on the issue of digital
literacy. One of the first action items we agreed upon was the need
for a clear definition of digital literacy. And here it is: Digital literacy
is the ability to use information and communication technologies to
find, evaluate, create, and communicate information requiring both
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cognitive and technical skills.”...
District Dispatch, Apr. 2

Plug pulled on librarian’s digital
newsstand

Michael Kelley writes: “A popular online
newsstand devised by a New Hampshire
librarian has run afoul of licensing terms and
was deactivated at least temporarily. About
two years ago, Steve Butzel, assistant
director of the Portsmouth Public Library,
wanted to increase usage of the library’s
EBSCO subscription databases, so he created
a friendlier interface. However, as the interface spread to other
libraries and drew more attention, EBSCO notified him that it violated
its licensing agreement. Butzel and EBSCO are now talking about how
to keep the project alive.”...
Library Journal: The Digital Shift, Mar. 30

Darnton promises Digital Public Library by 2013

Scholar and Harvard University librarian Robert Darnton vowed that
the Digital Public Library of America, a nonprofit, nationwide effort to
digitize and offer access to millions of free, digitized books and special
collections would launch by April 2013. He made his remarks April 2
as the featured speaker at the 25th Annual Horace S. Manges Lecture
at Columbia Law School. He noted that copyright-related issues were
the biggest challenge....
Publishers Weekly, Apr. 3

Brainstorming digital learning

In an encouraging move for advocates of digital learning, leaders from
the Education Department, the Federal Communications Commission,
and the textbook and broadband industry met March 29 on Capitol
Hill to discuss how companies can better serve schools and districts
with digital textbooks. FCC Chairman Julius Genachowski said the
meeting was a follow-up to a challenge issued by the two agencies in
February to state and industry leaders to drive national adoption of
digital textbooks in the next five years....
eSchool News, Mar. 30

Whose digital manga is it anyway?

Elizabeth Watson writes: “In many ways,
manga’s digital revolution had its roadblocks in
the making before it even got started. Digital
piracy was seized on by manga’s young
readership early on. Scanlation—where website
users upload scans of original manga pages and
translate the work—is a particular driver of
digital piracy, as it makes whole works available
online without license or permission.” Aside
from scanlations, the manga publishing industry
has been hit hard by the collapse of Borders,
which represented around 30% of manga’s (legal) US market share....
Publishing Trends, Mar. 29; TeleRead, Mar. 30

Bringing up an e-reader

Amid the excitement and enthusiasm of e-readers like the iPad, Nook
Color, and Kindle Fire, some people are suggesting a closer look,
especially for younger children learning to read. In an attempt to
figure out whether parents should embrace ebooks with great
enthusiasm or ration e-reader screen time as they do TV time, the
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Center for Literacy at the University of Akron is conducting a research
project to find the best way to integrate ebooks into classrooms....
New York Times, Mar. 28

Pottermore DRM hacked, ebooks on Torrents

Nate Hoffelder writes: “Forty-two hours. That’s how long it took for
the first pirated copies of the official Pottermore Harry Potter ebooks
to show up on a pirate site. One not terribly intelligent pirate
uploaded a complete set of the Pottermore ebooks, in Epub March
28.” If this hacker’s fate is widely publicized, Tony Cole writes, it
could discourage others from imitating him and prevent giving more
fuel to publishers who insist that the old system of protecting against
piracy is the only one to use....
The Digital Reader, Mar. 28–29; eBookAnoid, Mar. 30

The book of the future

Note to your future self: You may become tired
of reading books on screens and breaking them
along the moving sidewalks. And perhaps the
new and improved book will be more to your
taste. Made with a biodegradable non-glowing
type encased in a protective layer of wood pulp,
the redesigned book of the future, as illustrated
by Grant Snider, may resemble something
we’ve all seen before....
New York Times, Mar. 30

Crazy born-digital content

James A. Jacobs writes: “Producers of digital content must understand
that they need to produce preservable content. If producers and
publishers created digital content in neutral, preservable formats, we
would not have to spin our wheels with the Sisyphean task of
constantly trying to fix unpreservable content with techniques such as
emulation and format migration. That brings me to this example (PDF
file) of what looks to be shoddy content creation. It has no periods
at the end of any of its sentences.”...
Free Government Information, Mar. 31

Subscription service for art ebooks

F+W Media announced March 29 that it is launching a
new ebook subscription service for art enthusiasts. Part
of the Artist’s Network, the service will be entirely
focused on the art e-content niche and will offer access
to more than 120 full-color art instruction titles from
F+W Media’s publishing imprints....
eBookNewser, Mar. 29

Go back to the Top

Books & Reading
The endangered scholarly book review

Lynn Worsham writes: “More and more scholarly journals seem to be
shrinking or considering eliminating their book-review sections. That is
a sad trend. Despite the doubts of some of my editor colleagues, I
believe that the book review, done properly, is still a viable and
important contribution to intellectual life. Substantive reviews help
busy scholars make informed choices as to which books to read
carefully, which to skim, and which to bypass altogether. Here are
some tips I give doctoral students who are interested in writing
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reviews for scholarly journals.”...
Chronicle of Higher Education, Apr. 1

10 classic children’s fairy tale
illustrators

Alison Nastasi writes: “International Children’s Book
Day, April 2, honors the important role reading plays
in healthy child development, aiming to instill a
lifelong love of printed works for young bookworms
across the world. Storybook illustrators have been
bringing the tales of Andersen and other authors to
life for eons, offering an imaginative entryway into
each fable’s unique universe—many of the artworks now inseparable
from the books. With this in mind, we wanted to share the incredible
creations of several famed fairy tale illustrators.”...
Flavorwire, Apr. 2

Leon Uris taught me about sex

Linda Ueki Absher (the Lipstick Librarian) writes: “In
6th grade, no less. I was what sociologists have
come to identify as a ‘bookworm.’ The library was the
obvious route: Living on an air force base on a teeny
island off the coast of Japan with 25-cent taxi rides
being the norm, getting myself to the library was
simple. I lumbered through the children’s section,
and then I spotted it: a nondescript book left on a
nearby table. It had a peculiar title: QB VII. I began
to read. As I slogged through the endless jumble of exposition, I
came upon ... the page.”...
CounterPunch, Mar. 29

Birth of a book

How many of us pause to wonder, when
we hold a beautiful book in our hands,
about the work that went into making it?
For this mesmerising exclusive video
(1:55), Glen Milner visited Smith Settle
bookbinders near Leeds, where the owners,
Don Walters and Tracey Thorne, allowed
him to film the making of a limited-edition book, Suzanne St Albans’s
memoir Mango and Mimosa, from start to finish....
The Daily Telegraph (UK), Mar. 10

British book jacket design, 1950s–1960s

Existential Ennui writes: “Here is a permanent, everexpanding Existential Ennui gallery page of some of the
most gorgeous British dust jackets ever to wrap around
books in the 1950s and 1960s, especially crime and
spy thrillers and science fiction. Above all, these jackets
are striking, evocative, and memorable works in their
own right, ones which should, I feel, be considered as
art as well as design.”...
Existential Ennui, Mar. 29
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Tips & Ideas
1940 census site crashes after release
A National Archives website that crashed with the
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release of 1940 census data was back up April 3
after it was swamped by people looking for family
information. The site was overwhelmed from the first
minute the data was made available on April 2, with
22.5 million hits in the first four hours, said Miriam
Kleiman, a National Archives spokeswoman. The
number reached 37 million by the afternoon. The
1940 data is the first census to be posted online.
Here are some tips on how to find cool stuff. The Census Bureau is
also offering some fun facts and features about the 1940s....

Reuters, Apr. 3; US National Archives 1940 Census; US Census Bureau; Gawker, Apr. 3

Top 10 ways to tell if your library is inclusive

Renee Grassi writes: “A few months ago, I read this great article on
how to tell if your child’s school is inclusive. It got me thinking that
there are many things we can do to promote an inclusive library
environment for patrons with special needs, too. Here’s a list of just
10.”...
ALSC Blog, Apr. 3; Special Education and IEP Advisor, Oct. 4, 2011

Where would you be without
your library?

The M. N. Spear Memorial Library in
Shutesbury, Massachusetts (remember their
fundraising video?), still needs some help.
So in honor of National Library Week, the
staff created a Tumbler page to raise
awareness about their cause and to show
how vital libraries are in their communities. They are asking everyone
to ask the question “Where would you be without your library?” and
contribute a photo that illustrates the answer....
M. N. Spear Memorial Library

Six streaming media services
compared

Matt Smith writes: “Streaming media has
become the way of the future for many
consumers, and as a result there’s no shortage
of services to pick from. But this is sure to
leave some people wondering: Is one clearly
superior? Is there a point to subscribing to more than one at a time?
Let’s compare six of the best streaming media services to see exactly
what they have to offer and which is the king of this crowd.”...
MakeUseOf, Mar. 29

What is a graphic design development process?

Lisa Kurt writes: “I’d like to focus on what the graphic design process
entails. For librarians who design regularly, I hope this helps to
articulate what you may be doing already or perhaps add a bit to
your tools and tips. For those who don’t design, I hope this will give
you insight into a process that is more complex than it seems. The
very basic process of design, like many processes, is to solve a
problem and then create a solution.”...
ACRL Tech Connect, Apr. 4

Everything you want to know about data mining

Alexander Furnas writes: “This article is an attempt to explain how
data mining works and why you should care about it. Because when
we think about how our data is being used, it is crucial to understand
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the power of this practice. Data mining allows companies and
governments to use the information you provide to reveal more than
you think. Discovering information from data takes two major forms:
description and prediction.”...
The Atlantic, Apr. 3

Return to lender

Bret McCabe writes: “When a slip in Paul
Espinosa’s mailbox informed him that he
had a package, the George Peabody Library
rare books assistant had no idea what the
small box contained. It had been addressed
simply to the Peabody Library and bore no
return address. Inside the box was a gorgeous illuminated
manuscript, dated 1492. There was no indication that it belonged to
the library, but when the rare books curator looked at it and recalled
something about a manuscript that had gone missing, Espinosa
wondered: Is somebody returning this?”...
Johns Hopkins Magazine 64, no. 1 (Spring)

Glimpses into user behavior

Gwen Evans writes: “Would you like an even
more intimate glimpse into what users are
actually doing on your site, instead of what you
(or the library web committee) think they are
doing? There are several easy-to-use webbased analytics services like ClickTale, userfly,
Loop11, Crazy Egg, Inspectlet, or Optimal
Workshop. These online usability services offer various ways to track
what users are doing as they actually navigate your pages.”...
ACRL Tech Connect, Mar. 28

Why bilinguals are smarter

Speaking two languages rather than just one has obvious practical
benefits in an increasingly globalized world. But in recent years,
scientists have begun to show that the advantages of bilingualism are
even more fundamental than being able to converse with a wider
range of people. Being bilingual, it turns out, makes you smarter. It
can have a profound effect on your brain, improving cognitive skills
not related to language and even shielding against dementia in old
age....
New York Times Sunday Review, Mar. 17

Liberate your tweets: Archiving without Twitter

Matthew Braga writes: “Some people have a lot of tweets—nearly
25,000 in my case. Many are throwaway statements or snippets of
conversational snark, but I know at least some contain links or
information of actual use. While I could simply use Twitter’s built-in
favorites functionality on each of my important, memorable tweets,
let’s face it: I don’t have that sort of foresight. Also, I’m kind of
lazy.”...
Ars Technica, Mar. 29

6 most useful US government websites for
international travelers

Whether you are coming to the United States to visit, to work, to go
to school, or to live, it helps a great deal if you are prepared.
Thankfully, several US government websites are filled with all kinds of
helpful information, such as visa information, currency exchange
rates, and border wait times....
MakeUseOf, Mar. 29
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Autism in your library

Renee Grassi writes: “Many of us working in public libraries
don’t have a background in special education. So, it can be
challenging for us to know how best to approach and
communicate with a child who has autism. Adapted from a
handout created by The Joint Library and just in time for
Autism Awareness Month in April, here are some customer
service tips I’ve picked up along the way for interacting
with a child with autism.”...
ALSC Blog, Mar. 31

Birmingham library team takes
top trivia prize

The Birmingham (Ala.) Public Library team
won the top prize of $10,000 in a March 13
trivia contest after competing with 67 area
businesses and organizations to raise
money for Impact Alabama and each
team’s designated charity. The BPL team was competing for the
Friends of the Birmingham Public Library. The funds will enable the
Friends to continue providing resources for some of the library’s
special programming needs....
Birmingham (Ala.) Public Library, Mar. 15

Public TV series to highlight special collections

Penn State Public Broadcasting (WPSU-TV) is developing a national
public television series called Treasures of the Special Collections—
that the producers see as a cross between History Detectives and
Antiques Roadshow—to tell stories found in the special collections of
research libraries. The producers are currently developing a funding
proposal and are seeking help to identify story ideas to be cited in a
written description of a hypothetical first season. Send brief
descriptions of your story ideas to WPSU producer Kristian Berg by
April 20....
Association of Research Libraries

April is Jazz Appreciation Month

Happy Jazz Appreciation Month (JAM)! Paying
tribute to the American-born music that has
many definitions, the entire month of April is full
of jazz concerts, events, and programs
throughout the United States. Now in its 11th
year, JAM’s 2012 theme is “Jazz Crossing
Borders and Cultures.” Even UNESCO has
declared April 30 as the first International Jazz
Day, with many global events to take place. The National Museum of
American History started JAM in July 2001....
The Bigger Picture, Apr. 3

Nine resources for teaching
about the Titanic

Richard Byrne writes: “I was asked if I
could share some resources for teaching
and learning about the Titanic. On Board
the Titanic is a virtual field trip produced by
Discovery. To take the field trip, students select one of five characters
to be as they set sail on the Titanic. When selecting a character, the
students do not know who they are or if they will survive until the
night of the sinking.”...
Free Technology for Teachers, Apr. 2
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Top 10 social media–savvy universities

Harvard University is at the head of the class when it comes to using
social media to connect with students, potential applicants, and the
community, beating out University of Pennsylvania and MIT for the
top spot. Social media consulting company Sociagility revealed a list
of which of the 25 highest-ranked universities in both the US and UK
are best at using social media such as Facebook, Twitter, and
YouTube....
Mashable, Mar. 30

Restoring a fire-damaged library
collection

On May 8, 2010, an electrical fire caused $2.5
million in damage to the Columbia (S.C.)
International University’s G. Allen Fleece Library.
Jay Straughan, vice president of Enservio
Commercial, a provider of inventory, valuation,
salvage, and replacement services, said that the
inventory and valuation of the books was completed in just a few
months. However, the company was also engaged in replacing the
35,000 damaged books, trucking the 150,000 books that were
conserved back to the library, and reshelving the collection. The
library reopened January 17....
Claims Journal, Apr. 2

How to search Google by reading level

If you are writing for younger audiences or simply trying to make the
internet make more sense for a young person in your house, Google
has a feature that will let you set the specific reading level on search
results. For instance, a middle school science teacher looking up
earthquakes may want different search results than a geologist who
wants up-to-date research on a subject. Google has published the
following steps to help you search by reading level....
GalleyCat, Apr. 2; eBookNewser, Mar. 30

Meet Google’s search anthropologist

About four years after forming, Google came to realize it needed
human insights to infuse its information with context and meaning.
The company began conducting user research studies and hiring
human-computer interactions experts like Dan Russell, a Google
search scientist. His main role is studying web searchers in their
natural environment, at home or work, picking up the human scent
where the data trail goes cold....
San Francisco Chronicle, Mar. 30

Major expansion of Google Art
Project

Ryan Falor and James Davis write: “As a
continuation of our global efforts to expand
Street View to the world’s most interesting
places, we’re pleased to announce a major
expansion of the Google Art Project. Since we
introduced the Art Project in 2011, curators,
artists, and viewers from all over the globe have offered exciting ideas
about how to enhance the experience of collecting, sharing, and
discovering art. Institutions worldwide asked to join the project,
urging us to increase the diversity of artworks displayed. We
listened.” Watch the video (1:39)....
Google Lat Long Blog, Apr. 3; YouTube, Mar. 31

Online art database in the works
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Gone are the days of easily outdated catalogues
raisonnés and unreachable crafts. Art.sy, a
powerful online platform, will soon unveil the
biggest collection of artworks from all over the
world, giving people the opportunity to
transcend distance to locate and appreciate art.
Powered by the Art Genome Project, an ongoing
study of the characteristics that distinguish and
connect works of art, Art.sy will serve as a real-time catalog of every
known artist, organization, exhibition, and performance....
PSFK, Mar. 29

Design for the University of
Indonesia library

Alison Furuto writes: “Selected in an
open design competition, the scheme by
Denton Corker Marshall for a new library
for the University of Indonesia deftly bridges the past and the
present. Located in a highly visible and central site on the side of the
campus lake, its circular form responds to the strong circular buildings
and roadways that distinguish the campus pattern. Conceived as
earth architecture, it cleverly integrates building and landscape to
become an occupied tropical landform.” And here is a completely
different design for the city library in Stuttgart, Germany....
ArchDaily, Mar. 29; Designboom, Nov. 28, 2011

10 wonderful hotel libraries

Jennifer Paull writes: “As travelers turn
increasingly to e-readers and tablets, the
allure of libraries might seem to be fading—
but luckily, some hoteliers are preserving,
and even revitalizing, the tradition of linking
travelers with books. And they’re doing so
right in their own hotels. Ready to bookmark
—and spin the globe? Here are 10 truly outstanding hotel libraries
around the world.”...
Departures, Mar./Apr.

Students, libraries dig into edible
books

Hundreds of libraries across the world united in
celebration of the International Edible Book
Festival, a tasty event that has gained
popularity and momentum since 1999 when
book artist and librarian Judith Hoffberg and
friend Béatrice Coron came up with the idea to
showcase the work of artists in edible format.
Students like those at Milligan College participated in the contest at
their library to create a completely edible representation of a book....
Huffington Post, Mar. 30; Elizabethton (Tenn.) Star, Mar. 28

You know you are married to a
library director when . . .

Will Manley writes: “Rumors surface that Freckles, the family dog, has
been downsized when he is nowhere to be found one morning. You
are told to complete a self-evaluation form in anticipation of your
annual spousal performance review. Family travel budget is cut for
everyone but your spouse. You discover secret paperwork penciling
out cost of outsourcing spousal unit function to lowest competitive
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bidder.”...

Will Unwound. Apr. 4

Helena Bonham Carter as a
naughty librarian

Rufus Wainwright has teamed up with
Helena Bonham Carter (right) in the
music video (3:54) for his latest single
“Out of the Game,” from his upcoming
album of the same name. The actress,
showing off her impeccable lip-syncing skills, plays a straight-laced
librarian driven into a lustful frenzy by Wainwright’s multiple
impassioned personas. Needless to say, the two behave very badly in
the stacks....
Huffington Post, Apr. 3; YouTube, Apr. 3
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American Libraries Online
The 2012 State of America’s Libraries

The American Library Association details current
trends affecting the profession in its 2012 State of
America’s Libraries report, released as an American
Libraries digital supplement on April 9 in
conjunction with National Library Week. Publishers
limiting library ebook lending, budget cuts, and
book challenges are just a few library trends of the
past year that are placing free access to
information in jeopardy. The single-minded drive to
reduce budget deficits continued to take its toll on essential services
in 2011, with teachers and librarians sometimes seen as easy targets
for layoffs....
American Libraries; Public Information Office, Apr. 9

Top 10 Most Frequently
Challenged Books of 2011

Book-banning efforts were alive and
well in 2011. The ALA Office for
Intellectual Freedom received 326
reports regarding attempts to remove
or restrict materials from school curricula and library bookshelves. The
Top Ten Most Frequently Challenged Books of 2011 include the
following titles (each title is followed by the reasons given for
challenging the book). See our Pinterest compilation of all Top Ten
Most Frequently Challenged books since 2001....
AL: Censorship Watch, Apr. 9

Technology in Practice: The guide on the side

Meredith Farkas writes: “Many librarians have embraced the use of
active learning in their teaching. Moving away from lectures and
toward activities that get students using the skills they’re learning can
lead to more meaningful learning experiences. It’s one thing to tell
someone how to do something, but to have them actually do it
themselves, with expert guidance, makes it much more likely that
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they’ll be able to do it later on their own. Replicating that same ‘guide
on the side’ model online, however, has proven difficult.”...
American Libraries column, May/June

Outside/In: Spring Libraryland tour

David Lee King and Michael Porter write: “Our
mission with Outside/In has been to take useful
ideas from the larger world of trends (outside) to
see how they apply to libraries (in). In that vein,
we’re bringing you a roundup from our spring
Libraryland conference tour, during which we
made several stops and met hundreds of amazing folks and
organizations along the way.”...
American Libraries column, May/June

Bookmobiles: A proud history, a
promising future

John Amundsen writes: “Bookmobiles have a
proud history of service dating back to the
late 1850s, when a horse-drawn collection of
books began making the rounds in Cumbria,
England. Here in the United States, the first bookmobile is widely
attributed to Mary Lemist Titcomb, a librarian in Washington County,
Maryland. Today, bookmobiles are still going strong, with more than
900 such mobile libraries still providing the spirit of community
through innovative new services in cities, towns, and rural areas.”...
American Libraries news, Apr. 11

Happy National Bookmobile Day

National Bookmobile Day, April 11, celebrates
our nation’s bookmobiles and the dedicated
library professionals who provide this valuable
and essential service to their communities
every day. Check out the American Libraries
Bookmobiles Pinterest board for a virtual
parade of mobile libraries, past and present.
Find more bookmobile resources here. Watch bookmobile videos on
the National Bookmobile Day YouTube channel....
American Libraries Pinterest; Library History Buff Blog, Apr. 11

Timbuktu manuscripts
threatened by conflict in Mali

Jennifer J. Yanco, director of the West
African Research Association in Boston,
alerted the ALA International Relations
Office to the volatile military and political
situation in Mali, which could threaten the
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safety of hundreds of thousands of ancient
and medieval manuscripts in the city of Timbuktu. On April 6, Tuareg
rebels from the National Movement for the Liberation of Azawad
declared the northern part of Mali (which includes Timbuktu)
independent. An online petition urges parties to the conflict to be
mindful of the importance of these manuscripts. Those with an
interest in the region or the preservation of cultural heritage can add
their names in support....

AL: Global Reach, Apr. 11; Al Arabiya (Dubai), Apr. 11; West African Research Association

abundant resource for
planning storytimes
and other children’s
programming. NEW!
From ALA Editions.

Great Libraries
of the World

Go back to the Top

ALA News
The unsung heroes in our schools

Bestselling author and National Library Week Honorary
Chair Brad Meltzer (right) writes: “When I see what is
happening to school library budgets today, I am
horrified to think that we live in a country where
school librarians—with the power to inspire, as my
former teacher inspired me—are considered
expendable just for the sake of saving a few bucks.
Let’s not sacrifice our future.” During National Library
Week, April 8–14, a public service announcement featuring Meltzer is
appearing in Time magazine, on Time.com, and in other national
publications with a total circulation of 5.4 million....

Huffington Post: Libraries in Crisis blog, Apr. 9; Campaign for America’s Libraries, Apr. 10

National Library Week
Facebook cover art

Your patrons can show support for the
library during National Library Week, April
8–14, by uploading these cover images to
their Facebook pages. Click on the image
of choice, and a full-size image will
appear in a new window. Right-click the
full-size image and save to your computer by selecting “save as”
option. Instructions for uploading a cover photo on Facebook are
online....
At Your Library

National Library of
Malta, Valletta, Malta.
Begun in 1555 when
Grand Master Claude
de la Sengle decreed
that the personal
libraries of deceased
Knights of Malta would
become part of the
common heritage of
the order, the
collection was declared
a public library in 1776
and became a legal
depository in 1926.
Since 1976 it has been
strictly a research and
reference library with
the largest collection
of books, pamphlets,
newspapers, journals,
and audiovisual
recordings by Maltese
authors in the world.

Raphael responds to ebook
report

In a report released April 4, The Rise of EReading, the Pew Internet and American
Life Project found that 78% of adults read
a book in the past year, and 14% of these
readers borrowed the most recent book
they read from a library. ALA President
Molly Raphael noted, “Much of the report confirms trends to which
we’ve been eyewitnesses: Four times the number of people report
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reading ebooks on a typical day now compared with only two years
ago. There’s more to be done here, though, to bring a broader range
of e-content to library patrons, which is a focus of ALA’s Digital
Content and Libraries Working Group.”...
Public Information Office, Apr. 4; Pew Internet and American Life Project, Apr. 4

ALA Annual Conference T-shirt poll

Help ALA choose the color of your Annual Conference T-shirt. Nearly
700 people voted to select the color of the ALA Midwinter Meeting
shirt—and it sold quickly. With ALA’s 2012 Annual Conference in
Anaheim coming up soon, it’s time to vote again. The ALA Store will
be offering T-shirts in men’s and women’s styles. Check back on May
5 to see the winning color....
ALA Graphics

What to do for Día

Carolyn Starkey writes: “Children’s Day /
Book Day, also referred to as El día de los
niños / El día de los libros, is a celebration
of children, families, and reading held
annually on April 30. The celebration
emphasizes the importance of literacy for
children of all linguistic and cultural
backgrounds. Resources for Día are available from a number of
different sources.”...
AASL Blog, Apr. 5

Public Insight Network joins Building
Common Ground initiative

The Public Programs Office announced its
collaboration with the Public Insight Network from
American Public Media to expand the reach of
Building Common Ground: Discussions of
Community, Civility, and Compassion, a library
programming initiative supported by the Fetzer Institute. In order to
seed public conversations of emerging community issues, PIN will
seek public media partners and offer them grants to amplify and
broaden the library’s discussions through their Building Common
Ground programming....

Public Library,
Netherlands. Designed
by architect Jo
Coenen, the 28,000square-meter building
opened in 2007 as the
largest public library in
Europe. It features
more than 700 public
computers, business
meeting rooms, a
theatre, restaurant,
radio station, and
pianos for users to
play.
This AL Direct feature
showcases 250 libraries
around the world that are
notable for their exquisite
architecture, historic
collections, and innovative
services. If you find yourself
on vacation near one of
them, be sure to stop by for
a visit. The entire list will be
available in The Whole
Library Handbook 5, edited
by George M. Eberhart, which
is scheduled for publication in
2013 by ALA Editions. There
is also a Great Libraries of
the World Pinterest board.

Public Programs Office, Apr. 10

Prepare for Choose Privacy Week

With Choose Privacy Week (May 1–7) right around
the corner, ALA is offering online resources for
libraries that are interested in holding Choose
Privacy programs of their own. These resources are
available online at www.PrivacyRevolution.org,
including web banners and graphics, a privacy
video featuring Neil Gaiman, a study guide, civic
engagement materials, a privacy handout (PDF file), and word search
(PDF file)....
Office for Intellectual Freedom, Apr. 10

Career Leads
from

Free LSSC portfolio webinar

The Library Support Staff Certification Program, a
national certification program that allows library
support staff to demonstrate competencies and
receive certification from ALA, will offer an
hourlong informational webinar discussing portfolio
creation April 13. Compiling and submitting
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portfolios is one way candidates can complete the competency sets
needed for certification. Register online....
ALA–Allied Professional Association, Apr. 10

Win grants through partnerships

Grant Money through Collaborative Partnerships, a
timely special report by Nancy Kalikow Maxwell
published by ALA Editions, offers practical advice and
encouragement for libraries trying to secure grant
funding by partnering with cultural centers,
businesses, and educational institutions. The report
presents an overview of grant basics, suggests how to
frame libraries’ research capabilities as benefits to the community,
explores strategies for locating potential partners, and describes what
libraries can ask for from the grant developer....
ALA Editions, Apr. 9

New toolkit for serving adult learners

ALA’s Committee on Literacy has released Literacy for
All: Adult Literacy @ your library, a new toolkit
compiled by Dale P. Lipschultz designed to help
librarians add, expand, and advocate for adult literacy
services. The toolkit provides tools, tips, resources,
promising practices, and encouraging words, and is
available online, as a downloadable PDF, or as an
eight-page print edition....
OLOS Columns, Apr. 6

Joint-use library models that work

New from ALA Editions, Joint Libraries: Models That
Work scrutinizes the successes and failures of the
joint-use model. Authors Claire B. Gunnels, Susan E.
Green, and Patricia M. Butler, three founding faculty
librarians of the joint-use Lone Star College–CyFair
branch of Harris County (Tex.) Public Library, discuss
the factors that should go into evaluating when and
where a joint library is suitable....
ALA Editions, Apr. 11

Go back to the Top

Swem Library, at the
College of William and
Mary is seeking a
creative, enthusiastic
professional to join the
staff of the Cataloging
Department as a
Cataloging and
Metadata Librarian. The
position provides
expertise and training
in the use metadata
schemas for the
cataloging of digital
content; works
collaboratively with the
Cataloging Department
and the Special
Collections Research
Center; stays current
with trends and
developments in
cataloging and
metadata; and provide
leadership in adopting
new technologies and
new procedures to
assure best practice....

@

More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week

Featured review: Historical fiction

Kindl, Patrice. Keeping the Castle. June 2012.
272p. Viking Juvenile (978-0-670-01438-5).
Seventeen-year-old Althea Crawley is facing a
plight familiar to characters in Dodie Smith’s I
Capture the Castle (1949), Jane Austen’s Pride
and Prejudice, and PBS’s Downton Abbey:
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“Perhaps one day women might be able to
choose their husbands with no thought of
money and position, but not in this day and
age in Lesser Hoo, Yorkshire, England.” Althea is on a quest to
marry rich so that she may secure the family’s only
inheritance, a dilapidated castle on the edge of the North
Sea....

History in Fiction: Boom
or bust?

Michael Cart writes: “Whenever
I think of history, I think first of
my personal past, for surely it is all about me, me, me. Isn’t
it? And, goodness knows, my early life—all my formative years
—would be regarded not only as history but as ancient history
by today’s teens. For me to think about those early years is to
remember not so much incidents and events but, instead, the
books I read then. And interestingly enough, many of them
were historical novels. Though I was then only a callow youth,
all of these were adult books, since the inception of young
adult literature was still a decade or more in the future. So I
avidly read the likes of Thomas B. Costain, Mary Renault,
Robert Graves, Alexandre Dumas (père, of course, forget fils),
and many, many others.”...

@

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
Go back to the Top

Anaheim Update
Staying at a Disneyland Resort
hotel?

Every morning, Disneyland Resort hotel
guests can join a two-mile power walk
through Disney California Adventure park
before it opens for guests. Guided by a
Disneyland Resort guest activities cast
member, the power walk is a great way to stay in shape, learn a little
trivia, and get a peek at this special quiet time in the park. Watch the
video (1:27)....
Disney Parks Blog, Apr. 2; YouTube, Mar. 23

Disney Fastpass Service

Disney Fastpass Service is a complimentary
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together a rich variety
of visual documents
related to the history
of medicine, spanning
several centuries,
countries, and artistic
media. Ranging from
the 17th to the 20th
century, the collection
consists predominantly
of prints, though it
also includes some
photographs,
drawings, posters, and
cartoons. The images
in this collection,
acquired from various
donors at different
times, are fascinating
for both their historical
significance and their
artistic merit.
Straddling the
disciplines of art and
science, the collection
is a valuable resource
on the history of
medicine and the
history of portraiture.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site, Check out
our Featured Digital
Libraries Pinterest board.

Public
Perception
How the World
Sees Us

“Everyone should
hire librarians. Every
time you hear about
budget cuts and
cutbacks on hours, it
seems like our
libraries, and
librarians, are the

AL Direct, April 11, 2012

benefit to all park guests that allows you to
enjoy the rest of the Disneyland Resort while
your place in line is saved. While it sounds so
nice and easy, the system is actually quite
complex, and keeps changing. Think of all the
Fastpass machines in a park as a computer network, with each
attraction being a node in that network. When a guest attempts to get
a Fastpass by inserting a ticket into the barcode reader, the machine
does two things....
Trip Advisor; Disneyland Resort

Be careful what you order at
Trader Sam’s

Paul Hodgins writes: “Writing about Trader
Sam’s Enchanted Tiki Bar is difficult. Telling
you too much about this place would give
away its secrets—and the secrets are at the
heart of the room’s charm. When the
Disneyland designers were told to help transform the aging bar in the
Disneyland Hotel into something more fun and park-oriented, they let
their ideas run wild. Their instructions for creating a unique
experience were simple: Use the characters, events, and look of
Disneyland’s Jungle Cruise (and the Enchanted Tiki Room attraction)
as inspiration.”...
Orange County (Calif.) Register, Mar. 2; City Traveler, Apr. 4

Gadgets in the airport security line:
Size matters

Matt Richtel writes: “There must be a reason
the laptop is singled out as the bad boy of
electronics at the airport. Or has the world of
gadgets moved so quickly since 2001 when the
laptop rule went into effect that federal regulators have not kept up?
A TSA spokesman said the agency has its reasons for still requiring
that traditional laptops go through X-ray machines in a separate bin.
A 2010 post in the TSA Blog says the 11-inch model of the MacBook
Air is fine to leave in your bag, but the 13-inch model must be
removed. People do conceal weapons in all sorts of items, including a
hollowed-out book....
New York Times, Apr. 4; TSA Blog, Nov. 8, 2010, Mar. 30, Apr. 6

Go back to the Top

ones suffering. But
these places, and
these people, must
be the most helpful,
the most informed,
and the most
knowledgeable
resources on the
planet. If they hired
librarians to be
clerks at the DMV,
everyone would get
their license plates
on time and walk out
of the office looking
forward to renewal
time. If librarians
ran health care,
people might still get
sick, but not tired.”
—Jeff Rundles, “The Library
and Customer Care,” Colorado
Biz, Apr.

“Library workers
should celebrate
National Library
Workers Day by
passive aggressively
muttering ‘You’re
welcome!’ after
refilling the stapler,
unjamming the
printer, and
unclogging the public
restroom’s toilet for
unthankful library
patrons.”
—A Librarian’s Guide to
Etiquette, Apr. 10.

@

More quotes...

Division News
Smart investing grantees
become Movers and Shakers

Two librarians who received RUSA’s
Smart investing @ your library grants
have been named Movers and Shakers
by Library Journal. Trinity Behrends of
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Brad Meltzer: The Unsung
Heroes in our Schools

AL Direct, April 11, 2012

Greenville County (S.C.) Library
System used flyers at grocery stores
and ads on local cable to promote
personal financial education resources to women who rarely use the
library. Chesapeake (Va.) Public Library’s Jim Blanton initiated $ave
$teve, an online game that requires players to learn about money
matters to help $teve avert financial disaster....
RUSA Blog, Apr. 6

New study of campus collaboration

ACRL has published Environments for Student Growth
and Development: Libraries and Student Affairs in
Collaboration, a set of case studies of successful
collaborations between campus student services and
libraries edited by Lisa Janicke Hinchliffe and Melissa
Autumn Wong. Also included is a bibliography of
selected publications on student affairs, strategies for
collaboration, and library and student affairs
collaborations....
ACRL, Apr. 10

Caldecott Medal’s 75th anniversary festivities

Through the 2013 ALA Annual Conference, ALSC will be celebrating
the 75th anniversary of the Caldecott Medal with a series of
Caldecott-related events and activities. The series begins May 8 with
a free webinar, “Caldecott Uncovered: What You’ve Always Wanted to
Know about the Caldecott Medal.” Additional webinars, an Annual
Conference preconference, and an online gallery will follow; see the
full schedule of activities....

Deadlocked Presidential
Nominating Conventions
Have Led to Surprising
Results
Libraries Celebrate Día de
los niños/Día de los libros
The Great Draftsman
Picasso's Drawings on
Display
Great Songs: 'Downtown'-First of 15 Hits in a Row by
Petula Clark
National Library Week
Facebook Cover Art

Join Us on Facebook
Subscribe to our
Newsletter

ALSC, Apr. 10

ALTAFF launches volunteering webcast
series

ALTAFF has created “Baby Boomer Volunteers for
Libraries and Friends,” a three-part series of webcasts
designed to inform library friends, trustees, and staff
about this new generation of volunteers. Carla Lehn
(right), library programs consultant for the California
State Library, and Sally Gardner Reed, executive
director of ALTAFF, will explain what this group is looking for in
volunteer opportunities, and how to ensure that the library and its
Friends group are ready to bring them in. Register online....
ALTAFF, Apr. 10

ALTAFF to reveal a book’s journey at BEA
ALTAFF will present “The Journey of a Book: From
Writer to Reader” June 6 at BookExpo America.
Bestselling author Robert Goolrick (right), his agent
Lynn Nesbit, Algonquin Executive Editor Chuck Adams,
and Director of Online Marketing Michael Taeckens will
discuss the highs and lows of writing, representing,
editing, promoting, and publicizing a book, as well as the sometimes
strange path it follows to reach the readers’ hands. Nora Rawlinson,
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Calendar
Apr. 29–
May 2:

International
Reading Association,
Annual Convention,
McCormick Place
Convention Center
West, Chicago.
“Celebrating Teaching.”

Apr. 30–
May 4:

International
Internet
Preservation
Consortium General
Assembly, Library of
Congress, Washington,
D.C.

AL Direct, April 11, 2012

cofounder and editor of EarlyWord, will moderate....
ALTAFF, Apr. 10

Digital preservation planning webinar

Have you taken steps to assure the long-term survival of your digital
collections? In this April 16 ASCLA webinar, you’ll hear from
collaborative digitization experts about the preservation planning
process and the tools available to assist with implementation.
Registration closes April 12....
ASCLA Blog, Apr. 10

Building a Library Champions
campaign

There has never been a better time to pursue a
Library Champions campaign! Library
Champions can promote the value of your
library to your community while delivering
maximum fundraising impact. Participate in this
June 22 ASCLA workshop in Anaheim, California, and you’ll learn from
the experts how to execute a successful marketing and development
campaign, from soup to nuts. Register online....
ASCLA Blog, Apr. 10

PLA webinar examines ebooks

PLA will host a live, hourlong webinar, “E-Books 101: A Look at
Devices, Platforms, and Training Ideas,” designed for libraries just
beginning their ebook programs or for new library staff that need to
get up to speed on digital collections, on April 17. Instructor
Lynnanne Pearson, manager of adult popular services at Skokie (Ill.)
Public Library, will provide an overview of e-readers and lending
platforms available to public libraries. This is the first in the four-part
“Public Librarian’s Guide to Ebooks” series. Register online....
PLA, Apr. 10

Get your library into strategic shape

PLA will offer its Results Boot Camp, “Results Are
What Matters: Management Tools and Techniques
to Improve Library Services and Programs” with
June Garcia and Sandra Nelson, August 21–25, at
Nashville (Tenn.) Public Library. Results Boot Camp
is a four-and-a-half-day intensive education program designed around
PLA’s Results series that offers public library management training in
strategic planning, data-based decision-making, effective resource
allocation, implementation strategies, and change management. Apply
online by June 29....
PLA, Apr. 10

PLA preconferences announced

PLA is offering three preconferences, to be held June 22 at the ALA
Annual Conference in Anaheim, California: “Turning the Page 2.0 KickOff,” “Build a Great Team: One Year to Success,” and “Mental Model
Busting.” Register online....
PLA, Apr. 10
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Awards & Grants
2012 Lippincott Award
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May 1–4:

Association of
Research Libraries,
Membership Meeting,
Chicago.

May 19–22:

Teachers Teaching
Teachers about
Technology, Virtual
Conference.

June 5–7:

BookExpo America,
Javits Center, New
York City.

Aug. 5–10:

ACRL / Harvard
Leadership Institute
for Academic
Librarians,
Cambridge,
Massachusetts.
Application required.

Aug. 21–25:

PLA Results Boot
Camp: Intensive
Library Management
Training, Nashville
(Tenn.) Public Library.
Apply by June 29.

Sept. 20–22:

ALSC National
Institute, Sheraton
Indianapolis City
Centre. “Libraries
Leading the Race.”

Oct. 3:

Banned Websites
Awareness Day.

Oct. 3–5:

South Dakota Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Huron
Event Center, Pierre.
“Libraries: Crossroads
to Discovery.”

Oct. 4–7:

LITA National Forum,
Hyatt Regency
Downtown, Columbus,
Ohio. “New World of

AL Direct, April 11, 2012

Carla J. Stoffle (right), dean of libraries at the Center
for Creative Photography at the University of Arizona,
is the 2012 recipient of the Joseph W. Lippincott
Award. This prestigious award was established in 1938
and is given annually to an individual who has provided
distinguished service to the profession of
librarianship....
Office of ALA Governance, Apr. 10

2012 Ken Haycock Award

Jeanne Drewes (right), chief of binding and collections
care and program manager for mass deacidification in
the Preservation Directorate at the Library of
Congress, has been selected as the 2012 winner of the
Ken Haycock Award for Promoting Librarianship. The
annual award honors an individual for contributing
significantly to the public recognition and appreciation
of librarianship through professional performance,
teaching, or writing....
Office of ALA Governance, Apr. 10

2012 Information
Technology Pathfinder Award
Sally Mays, bibliotecaria at Robbinsdale
Spanish Immersion in New Hope,
Minnesota, and Elizabeth Kahn,
librarian at the Patrick F. Taylor
Science and Technology Academy in
Jefferson, Louisiana, are the recipients of AASL’s 2012 Information
Technology Pathfinder Award. Sponsored by Follett Software
Company, the $1,500 award recognizes and honors two school
librarians—one elementary and one secondary—for demonstrating
vision and leadership through the use of information technology to
build lifelong learners....
AASL, Apr. 10

2012 Frances Henne Award

Alisa Auchmoedy-Finck, school librarian at the Marbletown Elementary
School in Stone Ridge, New York, is the 2012 recipient of AASL’s
Frances Henne Award. The $1,250 award, sponsored by ABC-CLIO,
recognizes a school librarian with five years or less experience who
demonstrates leadership qualities with students, teachers, and
administrators. As the award recipient, Auchmoedy-Finck has the
opportunity to attend her first ALA Annual Conference....
AASL, Apr. 10

2012 Distinguished School Administrators Award

Mat McRae, principal of Swan Valley High School in Saginaw,
Michigan, is the 2012 recipient of AASL’s Distinguished School
Administrators Award. McRae was nominated by school librarian Kay
Wejrowski....
AASL, Apr. 10

2012 Sara Jaffarian Award

The Public Programs Office has named the Inter-American Magnet
School in Chicago the recipient of its 2012 Sara Jaffarian School
Library Program Award for Exemplary Humanities Programming.
Librarian Francis Feeley developed and submitted the winning

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2012/april/041112-2.htm[10/8/2014 11:04:31 AM]

Data: Discover.
Connect. Remix.”

Oct. 4–12:

ASCLA Tour of
Ireland.

Oct. 12–13:

AASL 2012 Fall
Forum, Embassy
Suites Greenville Golf
Resort and Conference
Center, Greenville,
South Carolina.
Satellite sites in
Doylestown,
Pennsylvania;
Homestead,
Pennsylvania;
Richardson, Texas; and
San Jose, California.

Oct. 24–26:

South Carolina
Library Association,
Annual Conference,
DoubleTree by Hilton,
Columbia. “Common
Ground: A
Conversation about
Library Service in
South Carolina.”

Nov. 11–15:

International
Association of School
Librarians, Annual
Conference, Doha,
Qatar. “The Shifting
Sands of School
Librarianship.”

Nov. 14–18:

ACRL Immersion
Program, Scarritt
Bennett Center,
Nashville, Tennessee.
Assessment and
Intentional Teaching
Tracks available. Apply
by May 7.

@
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program, titled “Who Are We?” The program challenged 7th and 8th
grade students to explore the individual and collective behavior of
human beings in the past and present in a series of quarterly
research projects....

Direct

Public Programs Office, Apr. 10

2012 Library of the Future Award
The Artemis training project from the
National Public Radio library has been named
the 2012 winner of the Information Today
Library of the Future Award. The award is
presented annually to a library that
demonstrates innovative planning and
development of patron training programs about information
technology in a library setting. The Artemis project was developed by
Katie Daugert and Lauren Sin to teach NPR staff how to use a new
internal database for audio archives and transcripts....

AL Direct is a free electronic
newsletter emailed every
Wednesday to personal
members of the American
Library Association and
subscribers.

George M. Eberhart,
Editor:
geberhart@ala.org

Office of ALA Governance, Apr. 10

Entries grow in LLAMA awards

LLAMA announced April 10 that two of its highest-profile awards have
seen dramatic increases in the number of entries received. The John
Cotton Dana Public Relations Award received a record-breaking 108
entries from public, academic, and other types of libraries of different
sizes. The ALA/IIDA Library Interior Design award received 117 entries
from libraries throughout the world....
LLAMA, Apr. 10

2012 ALA Student Chapter of the Year
Award

The ALA student chapter at Florida State University is
the winner of this year’s Student Chapter of the Year
Award. The runner-up of this year’s award is the ALA
Student Chapter at Indiana University. The award is
presented in recognition of a chapter’s outstanding contributions to
ALA, its school, and the profession. Its purpose is to increase student
involvement in ALA through student chapters and to recognize its
leaders....

Beverly Goldberg,
Senior Editor:
bgoldberg@ala.org

Greg Landgraf,
Associate Editor:
glandgraf@ala.org

Sanhita SinhaRoy,
Associate Editor:
ssinharoy@ala.org

NMRT Notes, Apr. 6

Librarian swims for Spectrum

Miriam Tuliao (right), assistant director of central
collection development at the New York Public Library,
will participate in the fourth annual Liberty Island
Swim June 29 in support of the Spectrum Presidential
Initiative. Tuliao will compete in the 1.2-kilometer race
around the Statue of Liberty in memory of Ann
Bianchini, former adult services librarian of the New
York Public Library. Donate online through giveALA
and note “Tuliao 2012 Swim” in the honor section of the form....

Laurie D. Borman,
Editor and Publisher,
American Libraries:
lborman@ala.org
Jennifer Henderson,
Contributing Researcher
To advertise in American
Libraries Direct, contact:

Office for Diversity, Apr. 10

2012 NMRT Shirley Olofson Award

Kirby McCurtis (right), youth librarian at Multnomah
County Library in Portland, Oregon, is the 2012
recipient of the New Members Round Table Shirley
Olofson Memorial Award. The award, named in honor of
the late NMRT President Shirley Olofson, is given
annually to defray the costs of attending the ALA
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Doug Lewis:
dglewis@ala.org

Katie Bane:
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Annual Conference....
NMRT Notes, Apr. 5

2012 NMRT Professional Development
Grant

Amy Honisett (right), education librarian at the
University of Utah’s Spencer S. Eccles Health Sciences
Library, has been selected as the 2012 recipient of the
New Members Round Table Professional Development
Grant. Formerly the 3M/NMRT Professional
Development Grant, the award will this year be
awarded solely by NMRT. It covers round-trip airfare, lodging, and
conference registration fees for attendance at the ALA Annual
Conference for an NMRT member who wants to participate more fully
in ALA....
NMRT Notes, Apr. 5

Rethinking Resource Sharing Innovation awards

The Rethinking Resource Sharing Initiative is an ad hoc group that
advocates for a complete rethink of the way libraries conduct
resource sharing in the context of the global internet revolution. It
has created an award to encourage libraries and librarians to make
changes in how they share resources and improve service to users. In
2012, one winning submission will be awarded a cash prize of $1,000.
By May 1, submit a description of the user-centric service change you
have made in your library....
Rethinking Resource Sharing Initiative

2012 Norman A. Sugarman Children’s
Biography Award

Caldecott Medalist Ed Young is the 2012 winner of
the Norman A. Sugarman Children’s Biography Award
for his autobiography The House Baba Built: An
Artist’s Childhood in China, as told to Libby Koponen
(Little, Brown Books for Young Readers). The award is
given biennially by the Cleveland Public Library to
honor excellence in the field of biography for children.
The award prize is $5,000....
Cleveland (Ohio) Public Library, Mar. 6

2012 Indies Choice and Read-Aloud
awards

Independent booksellers nationwide cast their ballots in
March, and on April 4 the American Booksellers
Association announced the winners of the 2012 Indies
Choice Book Awards and the E. B. White Read-Aloud
Awards. Adult Fiction Book of the Year was The
Marriage Plot (Farrar, Straus, and Giroux) by Jeffrey
Eugenides. The Read-Aloud Award for Picture Book
went to I Want My Hat Back (Candlewick Press) by Jon Klassen....
Bookselling This Week, Apr. 4

2011 Bram Stoker Awards
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The Horror Writers Association announced the winners
of the 2011 Bram Stoker Awards at its annual banquet
April 1. This year’s presentation was held in Salt Lake
City at the World Horror Convention. Flesh Eaters by
Joe McKinney (Pinnacle Books) was the winner for
superior achievement in a novel, while Neonomicon by
Alan Moore and Jaxen Burrows (Avatar Press) won in
the graphic novel category....
Horror Writers Association blog, Apr. 1
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Libraries in the News
NYPL begins massive digitization
project

Thousands of historical documents at the New York
Public Library, including material handwritten by
George Washington and Thomas Jefferson and
papers from authors such as Mark Twain, will soon
be accessible to the public online, thanks in large
part to a generous gift of $500,000 from the
Polonsky Foundation. The project, which began in
January and will continue through 2014, will digitize documents from
the Thomas Addis Emmet Collection and almost all the papers of
several major American authors (Nathaniel Hawthorne, Mark Twain,
Henry David Thoreau, and Walt Whitman) in the Henry W. and Albert
A. Berg Collection of English and American Literature....
New York Public Library, Apr. 5

NYPL plan worries some
scholars

Brian Braiker writes: “101 years after the
New York Public Library was first dedicated,
up to 3 million of its precious books are to
be removed from the central library and
shipped to two off-site storage facilities,
prompting a chorus of complaints from
scholars who say that the institution is threatening its own claim to
be ‘one of the world’s pre-eminent public resources for the study of
human thought.’ Researchers will still be able to access the books,
but only after a wait of up to 24 hours.” The plan will free up space
for other resources and activities, but Princeton’s Anthony Grafton
writes, “My stomach hurts when I think about NYPL turned into a vast
internet cafe.” NYPL President Anthony Marx answers some questions
on the plan....
The Guardian (UK), Apr. 6; New York Public Library, Feb. 16; The Daily Princetonian, Apr.
2; Huffington Post: New York, Apr. 10

Court: Washington library can filter porn

A rural Eastern Washington library system may continue to filter the
internet to block porn and gambling sites, a federal court judge ruled
April 10. Judge Edward Shea of the Eastern Washington Federal
District Court ruled that the North Central Regional Library in
Wenatchee is not violating the First Amendment by filtering some
adult internet content on library computers. The lawsuit was brought
by the ACLU of Seattle, which argued that the library’s filtering was
overly broad....
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Rock and Roll Library officially
opens

Anastasia Pantsios writes: “It’s been two years
in the making and it’s been open to the public
since the beginning of the year. But on April 9,
the ribbon was snipped on Cleveland’s Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum Library and
Archives. After the ribbon cutting, the mob
surged into the spacious reading room to peruse the shelves of books
and racks of music magazines, and sign up for their library cards.”
The library’s collection spans more than 3,500 books, 1,400 audio
recordings, and 270 videos....
Cleveland Scene, Apr. 10

Dominican LIS students help
curate dance archive

When Hubbard Street Dance Chicago
celebrates its 35th anniversary in 2013, many
people will be interested in browsing the
company’s extensive archive of performances,
rehearsals, and special events. That wouldn’t
have been possible without the help of students from Dominican
University’s Graduate School of Library and Information Science, who
are sorting through hundreds of hours of footage and organizing the
archives in a user-friendly system. Watch the video (2:03)....
Dominican University GSLIS, Apr. 10; YouTube, Nov. 14, 2011

FIU acquires Cuban genealogy
collection

Florida International University Libraries in Miami
has acquired a collection of more than 5,000 books,
plus handwritten and typed letters, photos, and
other primary documents relating to Cuba and
Cuban genealogy. The collection, amassed over four
decades by Felix Enrique Hurtado de Mendoza, includes rare 17thand 18th-century books and thousands of unpublished family
genealogies and manuscripts....
Florida International University, Apr. 9

Yale Divinity Library to preserve
Chinese Christian materials

Yale University’s Divinity School Library has
announced a collaboration with Hong Kong Baptist
University to preserve contemporary collections of
Chinese Christian materials. HKBU library staff will
identify potential projects and send specific proposals to the Divinity
School Library. The first project will create a microfilm collection of
publications by the Chinese Christian Literature Council to be stored at
the Divinity Library....
Yale Daily News, Apr. 5

School librarian jobs cut in Nova Scotia

A Nova Scotia school board is cutting 41 librarian positions as part of
130 job cuts set for next year. The Chignecto-Central Regional School
Board is facing a $6.5 million shortfall after the provincial government
cut funding to school boards by 3%. Teachers will now have to take
over the library responsibilities. Nova Scotia Premier Darrell Dexter
accused the school board April 10 of trying to embarrass his
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government, adding that the elimination of the jobs is as
unacceptable to the province as it is to students and parents....
CBC News, Feb. 10, Apr. 7; Canadian Press, Apr. 10
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Issues
Cheapskates love libraries

Cory Doctorow writes: “Libraries aren’t just the mark
of a civilized society—assembling, curating, and
disseminating knowledge to all comers—they are
also a cheapskate’s best friend. My favorite
cheapskate pro-tip for libraries is asking reference
librarians really hard, chewy questions. Unlike a paid
researcher, reference librarians usually don’t just
give you the answer, but rather take you by the
hand and guide you through the use of library
resources, giving you an education in problem-solving as well as the
solution to your problem.”...
Boing Boing, Apr. 10

Bipartisan letters request library funding

Jeffrey Kratz writes: “Recently, two Dear Colleague letters were sent
to the US House Appropriations Committee. One March 20 letter (PDF
file), sponsored by Reps. Raúl Grijalva (D-Ariz.) and Rush Holt (DN.J.) that included 45 other signatures, asked for the committee to
fund LSTA at $184.7 million in FY 2013. Likewise, a March 15 letter
(PDF file) was sent to the Appropriations Committee with 120
signatures and was sponsored by Reps. James McGovern (D-Mass.),
Don Young (R-Alaska), Holt, and Grijalva. This letter asked the
committee to appropriate $28.6 million for Innovative Approaches to
Literacy....
District Dispatch, Apr. 10

UNESCO open access policy guidelines

To address a major concern of member states,
UNESCO has released a new publication titled Policy
Guidelines for the Development and Promotion of
Open Access (PDF file) that demystifies the concept of
Open Access and provides concrete steps for putting
relevant policies in place. The guidelines are not
prescriptive in nature; they are suggestions to aid
knowledge-based decision-making to adopt OA
policies and strengthen national research systems....
UNESCO, Apr. 6

Who is protecting the people’s property?

Bernadine Abbott Hoduski writes: “Government publications and
information deposited in federal depository libraries are considered
the property of the federal government. I prefer to think of them as
the people’s property, entrusted to librarians for free public access.
The Federal Library Depository Program was set up to serve all the
people in all congressional districts. Some librarians would like to see
regionals, which are responsible for taking everything and keeping it
permanently, allowed to substitute digital for other formats, including
paper.”…
SRRT Newsletter, Mar.

Can employers ask for your Facebook password?
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Not in Maryland

Alex Fitzpatrick writes: “If you’re a resident of Maryland, you no
longer have to fear a potential employer asking you to hand over the
keys to your Facebook or Twitter profiles before giving you a job.
Both houses of the Maryland General Assembly voted April 9 to pass
a bill blocking the practice. Of course, potential employers will still be
able to view any publicly posted tweets or status updates.” Employers
are also enjoined from threatening to take action against those who
refuse to give up those passwords or data….
Mashable, Apr. 9; PC Magazine, Apr. 10

Think like a startup: A white paper

Brian Mathews writes: “I’ve been fascinated with
startup culture for a long time. As I considered all
the changes happening in academic libraries, I saw
that the parallels were quite stunning. No, we’re not
developing new products to bring to market, and
no, we’re not striving for an IPO payday, but we are
being required to rethink, rebuild, or repurpose what
a library is and what it does. Facing the Future:
Think Like a Startup is a collection of talking points
intended to stir the entrepreneurial spirit in library leaders at every
level.”...

Chronicle of Higher Education: The Ubiquitous Librarian, Apr. 4; NPR: Morning Edition, Apr.
4

Go back to the Top

Tech Talk
Make your own social media
dashboard

Ellyssa Kroski writes: “I’ve been looking
into various social media monitoring tools
that are available but haven’t found one
that completely fits the bill for our
library, so I decided to create one from
scratch. I chose Protopage since I’m a
big fan of their start pages. I used their Widgets tool to quickly add
RSS Feeds of searches I did on various sites and ended up with a
great dashboard that is going to let us watch and participate in
conversations that are happening across the web.”...
iLibrarian, Apr. 4

The lure of the tablet: No
intimidation

James Kendrick writes: “There are many
reasons why tablets have taken the mainstream
by storm, but none as pertinent as the fact
most folks are less intimidated by tablets
compared to computers. Power users and those
more tech-savvy than the average person on
the street laugh at the thought that computers are intimidating. To
mainstream consumers, tablets are things they simply pick up and do
stuff, without worry.”...
ZDNet: Mobile News, Apr. 11

How to choose an online backup service

Michael Muchmore writes: “There’s no question that you should back
up your irreplaceable documents and digital media. Today’s online
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backup services make prevention of data loss automatic, secure, and
affordable. But of the dozens of services available, how do you choose
the one that best meets your needs?”...
PC Magazine, Apr. 4

The mysterious megabyte

Everyone knows how long a minute is. And your cellphone carrier
keeps close tabs on how many you have used this month. Now, in the
smartphone era, more people are being forced to think about how
many megabytes of data they are using. But what, exactly, is a
megabyte?...
New York Times, Apr. 8

Virtual Microsoft Office for iPad

Jon Brodkin writes: “Microsoft is still holding off on
releasing a full version of Office for the iPad, and in
the meantime plenty of competitors have emerged to
fill the gap. Not all the substitutes have been on the
up-and-up when it comes to the legality of offering
Office products for the tablet, but the newest option,
CloudOn, offers both free and legal cloud-hosted Office products for
the iPad.”…

Ars Technica, Apr. 10

Two years left of Windows XP support

All support for Windows XP and Office 2003 will end on April 8, 2014.
Mainstream support for two other entities ends this week: Support for
Windows Vista ended on April 10, and Office 2007 support ended April
9. Windows XP and Office 2003 are currently in Extended support.
Once this ends in 2014, they will cease receiving even security
updates....
Ars Technica, Apr. 9; Windows Blog, Apr. 9

Block spam text messages

Eric A. Taub writes: “Spam text messages are easy for
businesses and charlatans to generate. They’re not
tapped out by individuals using mobile phones, but
often come from computers, using programs that send
out text messages to every conceivable telephone
number automatically. To stop spam texts, there are
several basic steps to take, regardless of which mobile
carrier you use.”...
New York Times, Apr. 4

How to digitally disappear

Eric Griffith writes: “Can you really get off the grid and still live
digitally? Probably not. If you retain your digital life, you’re going to
leave breadcrumbs. The only way to stay completely anonymous is to
turn it all off. That means no cell phones, no credit cards, no web
surfing. You can’t even use a computer. However, if you can’t handle
that, here are some options that can keep you online and, perhaps,
off the radar.”...
PC Magazine, Apr. 5

Go back to the Top

E-Content
Justice Department sues over ebook price fixing

The US filed an antitrust lawsuit April 11 against Apple and five of the
nation’s largest publishers, alleging they conspired to limit competition
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for the pricing of ebooks. The lawsuit, filed in Manhattan federal court
by the US Department of Justice’s Antitrust Division, alleges Apple,
Simon & Schuster, HarperCollins, Hachette, Penguin, and Macmillan
reached an agreement where retail price competition would cease,
retail ebook prices would increase significantly, and Apple would be
guaranteed a 30% commission on each ebook sold. Macmillan CEO
John Sargent explained the company’s position in a blog post. The
DoJ has filed a proposed settlement (PDF file) with Hachette, S&S,
and HarperCollins that will resolve the charges made against those
three in the lawsuit....
Wall Street Journal, Apr. 11; Tor.com, Apr. 11; Publishers Weekly, Apr. 11

E-reading status check
from Pew Internet

Christopher Harris writes: “In a new
report released April 5, Pew Internet looks at The Rise of E-reading.
The major points? One in five adult Americans has read an ebook in
the last year. Additionally, digital readers read more books (24 to 15)
in the past year as compared to print readers, and 30% of readers
say they now spend more time reading since switching to digital. If
we dig a bit deeper into the study, however, we find some interesting
tidbits of interest to libraries. Right now, libraries are not seen as
ebook places. Deal with that, and let’s move on to how we can
become ebook places.”...
AL: E-Content, Apr. 5

Big Six refuse to sign Amazon annual contract

Chris Meadows writes: “A recent article in Salon claims that the Big
Six publishers are taking a page from the Independent Publishers
Group’s book and declining to renew their contract with Amazon over
what they see as an Amazon price gouge. If the contracts are
permitted to expire the way IPG’s was, will Amazon delist the Big Six
publishers’ ebooks the way it did IPG’s? That would be something to
see.”…
TeleRead, Apr. 10; Salon, Apr. 8

Google to discontinue indie reseller program

Google said April 5 it would abolish a program through which
independent bookstores have been selling ebooks, a blow to small
booksellers that have benefited from the large and recognizable
platform Google provides. Scott Dougall, Google’s director for product
management for digital publishing, said that the so-called reseller
program, which allowed bookstores to offer ebooks for sale through
their websites, was not a success....
New York Times: Media Decoder, Apr. 5

Kansas to partner with Bilbary

The State Library of Kansas will partner with
upstart ebookseller Bilbary to facilitate
patrons wishing to buy ebooks. State librarian Jo Budler said that the
library would soon add a link to Bilbary on its website as an option
for patrons. The library will not receive income from sales, at least
not during this phase, but the plan will better serve patrons who want
to buy ebooks quickly and easily, and it will help support a new
“library friendly” player in the growing ebookselling market....
Publishers Weekly, Apr. 10

Librarian-selected iPad apps for early
literacy

The Darien (Conn.) Library’s children’s librarians are
circulating early literacy iPads with a set of apps
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geared for children ages 2–5 preloaded. The apps
were specially selected for their early literacy skillbuilding qualities. Here is the current list of
recommended apps....
Darien (Conn.) Library, Sept. 11, 2011

Yahoo files ebook ad patent

Yahoo is investigating ebook advertisements as a way to stimulate its
earnings. In two US patent applications, the company suggests that
users could be offered ebook titles at a variety of prices depending on
the prominence of the ads. The ads shown could be determined by
the type of book being read, or even the contents of a specific
chapter, phrase, or word. The filing also suggests that users could be
offered ads as hyperlinks within the text or in dynamic content....
BBC News, Apr. 9

Are apps the future of book publishing?

Alex Knapp writes: “Are tablet apps the book of the
future? In order to find out, I talked to authors,
publishers, and app programmers, and read more
than a few book apps. Perhaps the type of ebook
app that will seem most familiar to people would be
something along the lines of Penguin’s Amplified
Edition of Ayn Rand’s novel Atlas Shrugged. This
edition, which is purchased as an iPad app, features
things like actual manuscript pages, the ability to
share quotes on social media, and audio clips of Ayn Rand on various
topics. Increasingly common, though, is bringing about a more
interactive experience.”...
Forbes, Mar. 30

Ebrary adds 10K new ebooks in
major expansion (PDF file)

Ebook provider ebrary is adding more than 1,800
new ebooks from Wiley and 2,300 from other
publishers to its Academic Complete collection.
An additional 6,300 ebooks from such publishers
as MIT Press and Oxford University Press will be available from other
ebrary models, including patron-driven acquisition, short-term loan,
and perpetual archive....
ebrary, Apr. 10

Go back to the Top

Books & Reading
The greatest girl characters of YA
literature

Jen Doll writes: “Much has been made of Katniss
Everdeen as a new generation of girl hero. A. O. Scott
and Manohla Dargis dissect Katniss, as played by
Jennifer Lawrence in The Hunger Games, calling her
‘one of the most radical female characters to appear
in American movies.’ Perhaps in American cinema, as
Dargis writes, women have typically been reduced to
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types like mom, girlfriend, or victim. But in the YA
books of our youth, they are far more complex and more thoroughly
drawn. They have been for years, and they continue to be so. Here
are a few of our favorites, and why.”...
The Atlantic Wire, Apr. 5; New York Times, Apr. 4

Forewords, prefaces, and
introductions

Carol Saller writes: “Grab the nearest
monograph from your shelf and turn the first
pages: half-title page, series page, title page,
copyright page, dedication, table of contents . . . then what? Almost
certainly not Chapter 1. The terms foreword, preface, and introduction
all seem to be saying ‘Me first.’ But each has a particular meaning in
book publishing—allowing for a fair bit of overlap—and there is a
traditional order for presenting them.”...
Chronicle of Higher Education: Lingua Franca, Apr. 5

Wolfram Alpha analyzes
Shakespeare

The answer engine Wolfram Alpha has
uploaded the complete catalog of
Shakespeare’s plays into its database,
allowing our users to examine Romeo and Juliet, Macbeth, Othello,
and the rest of the Bard’s plays in an entirely new way. Entering a
play into Wolfram Alpha brings up the number of acts, scenes, and
characters; the longest word, the most frequent words, and the
number of words and sentences. Asking Wolfram Alpha for
information about specific characters is where things really begin to
get interesting....
Wolfram Alpha Blog, Apr. 10

What the Librarian Heard

Mary Kelly writes: “As we continue our celebration of
National Library Week, Awful Library Books is featuring
some library or librarian-related posts. Gotta love the
cover art on this (right): Check out the sensible shoes
and the hair. I think librarians are naturals for the
mystery genre. I haven’t read this one yet, but it is on
my list. It had some nice reviews on Amazon and I
love having a librarian protagonist.”...
Awful Library Books, Apr. 10

What books make you cringe to
remember?

Nadia Chaudhury writes: “First book crushes: The
feelings are so strong and obsessive. The books seem
smart, sophisticated, cool; the characters in them say
and do such great things, they seem like guides sent
to teach you how to be that way too. But then the
crush goes, and the object of one’s former affection
becomes an embarrassment. To explore this
phenomenon, we asked an assortment of literary-inclined people to
revisit the books they loved back in the day, the ones that make
them absolutely cringe today.”...
The Awl, Apr. 5

Book camera created from old photo
texts
Helen Morgan writes: “We love seeing quirky
cameras made from inventive materials here at
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Inhabitat. The latest kit to catch our eye is this
incredible camera made from old photography
books. Crafted from a stack of hollowed-out tomes,
this clever camera is the latest collaboration from Swiss artists Taiyo
Onorato and Nico Krebs.”...
Inhabitat, Apr. 10

Go back to the Top

Tips & Ideas
A Poem from Us, for National
Poetry Month

A Poem From Us is a website featuring
regular people reciting their favorite poems.
The goal is simple: Use technology to help
folks share their love of poetry with others.
The project is currently open to the public,
and it is looking for video submissions. Start
by recording a video of yourself reading a favorite poem. Then, upload
it to YouTube or Vimeo and submit the video to the website. You can
also request a batch of stickers with the website’s QR code; when
scanned, a random poetry reading will play on the user’s mobile
device....
A Poem from Us

Rural Ohio library
commissions New York artist

The Paulding County (Ohio) Carnegie
Library now has a commissioned painting
(right) by New York contemporary artist
Jason Borbay. Borbay and Library
Director Susan Pieper accidentally met in
Las Vegas in 2011, Intrigued by his
work, Pieper knew the artist could capture her vision of a modern and
relevant library for its centennial celebration in 2012. Borbay shows
how he created the painting in this blog post and video (1:08)....
Paulding County (Ohio) Carnegie Library, Apr. 4; Borbay, Apr. 4; Dailymotion, Mar. 4

AFSCME open letter supports public libraries

In honor of National Library Workers Day, April 10, the library
members of the American Federation of State, County, and Municipal
Employees have posted an open letter stating that “public libraries
should remain public and fully funded.” The union invites like-minded
individuals to add their names to the letter: “They cannot shut us
down, they cannot shut us up, because we will not be shushed.”...
American Federation of State, County, and Municipal Employees

Free resources from ProQuest

ProQuest is celebrating National Library Week
with a rich assortment of goodies for libraries
and their patrons. Each day from April 8 through
14, the company is offering free database access
from ProQuest and ebrary, rich demographic data
about book lovers from Bowker, and photo ops
for libraries to show off researchers in action at Serials Solutions. The
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company is also sponsoring a sweepstakes that can earn cash prizes
for libraries. To enter, “like” ProQuest on its Facebook page, then click
the Sweepstakes tab....
ProQuest, Apr. 8

Gale offers freebies for National Library
Week

Gale, part of Cengage Learning, is celebrating
National Library Week, April 8–14, by helping libraries
advocate to their local communities by offering fun
giveaways and free access to award-winning
resources. The first 100 librarians who “like” the Gale
Cengage Learning Facebook page will win 200 “Meet me @ the
library” bumper magnets to hand out to patrons. Customers can also
get free 30-day access to dozens of Gale resources via the product
trial program....
Cengage Learning, Apr. 4

Recreating a medieval monastic
library

The unique holdings of the medieval monastic
library of Lorsch, located in Hesse, Germany,
are currently scattered over 68 libraries
worldwide. But now they are being reunited
virtually. Heidelberg University Library and
local government officials in Germany have been working since March
2010 to publish the 330 surviving Lorsch manuscripts and manuscript
fragments online. The project, Bibliotheca Laureshamensis–digital, will
continue through 2013....
Medievalists.net, Apr. 10

Facebook buying Instagram makes
sense

Jon Mitchell writes: “Mark Zuckerberg announced
April 9 that Facebook has acquired Instagram for
a cool $1 billion in stock and cash. Facebook
rules photos, and Instagram is the new camera.
This deal makes perfect sense. Instagram built a
pitch-perfect mobile social network for the
smartphone age. Facebook needs one, and it
didn’t have one. Now it does. The Instagram integration with Timeline
has been beautiful. Facebook is now the big screen for viewing
Instagram photos.”...
ReadWriteWeb, Apr. 9

Five things to know about the
Instagram purchase

Dave Copeland writes: “Depending on which hastily
pasted-together analysis you believe, Facebook’s
acquisition is reason enough to close your Instagram
account, and Facebook is going to ruin Instagram. We
spent April 9 interviewing a dozen experts for their
thoughts and opinions on the deal. They gave us five
areas to watch, as the Instagram acquisition may very well shift how
Facebook views content and serve as an acknowledgment that the
web is becoming increasingly visual.”…
ReadWriteWeb, Apr. 10; iPhone FAQ, Apr. 9; CNN, Apr. 10

How to customize Facebook
Timeline thumbnail images
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Philipp Postrehovsky writes: “Many Timelines
on pages still have somewhat outdated tabs,
resulting in unattractive thumbnail icons in the
applications area. Here are six easy steps to
fix that, taking advantage of a simple but
important branding opportunity.”...
All Facebook Blog, Apr. 9

Six ways social media can bring your
next event to life

Trevor Jonas writes: “Earlier this year, Microsoft
brought in an a capella group to sing tweets from the
2012 Consumer Electronics Show and in March Skype
had a hilarious town crier reading tweets during South
by Southwest Interactive. While splashy moves may
get attention, there are basics that, when overlooked,
can make the social media component for any event
fall flat. Whether you’re hosting a tweet-up or looking to curate your
digital data, here are six ways to effectively bring your next event to
life using social media.”…
Mashable, Jan. 10, Apr. 9; Skype Play, Mar. 19

Springpad works like Pinterest

Sarah Kessler writes: “Smart notebook Springpad is
morphing into a smart Pinterest. The app launched a
redesign April 11 that lets users make notebooks
public, follow other users’ public notebooks, and
‘spring’ specific items to their own notebooks. Since
launching three years ago, Springpad has registered
3 million users for its list-enhancing service. It uses
more than 150 services’ APIs to automatically add
actionable info to lists. In a list of movies, for
instance, it might add movie showtimes, reviews, and DVD release
dates.”...
Mashable, Apr. 11; PC World, Apr. 11

Wavii repackages the news

Tom Simonite writes: “It’s as if the world’s
celebrities, politicians, and companies were
your Facebook friends. News aggregation
website Wavii (pronounced ‘wavy’),
launched April 11, distills current affairs
into a feed of the kind of pithy, easily
digested updates seen on the social
network. Wavii creates its newsfeed by digesting information from
online news sources and turning them into short summaries. It adds
photos, charts, and maps as appropriate. Users choose a set of
interests, companies, or people that they want to see updates about
in their newsfeed.” Watch the video (1:19)....
Technology Review, Apr. 11; YouTube, Apr. 10

41 great education blogs to follow

Julie Greller writes: “There are hundreds of thousands of education
blogs out there on the web. Here’s a great place to start: Read blogs
in your area of study. Subscribe to them in a reader (RSS = really
simple syndication) or via email, whatever you find easier. This
information should be available on the blog itself.”...
A Media Specialist’s Guide to the Internet, Apr. 5
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History Explorer 2.0

Naomi Coquillon writes: “If you’ve checked
out Smithsonian’s History Explorer—the
museum’s online portal for interactives,
lesson plans, videos, podcasts, artifacts, and other educational
resources—in the past few months, you’ve probably noticed some
changes. The Education Outreach team has been hard at work making
the site more user-friendly and adding a few new tools.”...
O Say Can You See?, Apr. 9

Top 10 places to find a death
record

Are you trying to track down your ancestors? One of the most
accurate ways to do this may be through death records, but don’t fool
yourself into thinking that you need to spend hours flipping through
old newspapers for obituaries. Genealogists know that death records
can be an efficient way to trace family history, and there are a lot of
places to find them. See the following list for the top 10 death
documents you should acquire....

Genealogy Blog, Apr. 6

Passive-aggressive library signs

In honor of National Library Week in 2011,
BuzzFeed’s Matt Stopera compiled this photo
collection of threatening library signs found
on the web, mostly on Flickr. “Librarians can
be vicious,” he notes....
BuzzFeed

Bookmobiles: Resources for
the zombie apocalypse

The Sno-Isle bookmobile serves
Snohomish and Island County
communities in Washington State, even
the undead (as long as they have library
cards). The library has more than 270
zombie-related items. This video (6:51)
was directed by Kevin Jolly and filmed in Index, Washington. The
bookmobile staffers were Kendra Wight and Pam Pedersen. The
zombie patron was David Meier. Submitted for “Why We Love Our
Bookmobile Day.”...
YouTube, Apr. 9
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American Libraries Online
Judgment day for Apple and big
five publishers

Christopher Harris writes: “Judgment day has
come for Apple and the big five publishers in
the form of a Justice Department lawsuit
charging that the technology company and publishers colluded to
artificially increase ebook prices. Under the agency model that Apple
modeled after its app store terms, publishers set ebook prices and
Apple took a 30% cut of whatever that price was. Prior to this,
Amazon had set pricing for its Kindle books in an attempt to maintain
a $9.99 price point as a cap for most books including new-release
bestsellers.” Apple has responded publicly to the charges.…
AL: E-Content, Apr. 13; Ars Technica, Apr. 13

Join the research effort on ebooks and libraries

ALA President Molly Raphael writes: “On April 16 the Pew Research
Center’s Internet and American Life Project began surveying public
library staff and patrons to learn more about their experiences with
ebooks. The librarian survey is password-protected; email Kathryn
with ‘Library Password’ in the subject line to get the survey URL and
login information. The patron survey is online here. The surveys are
live through May 18 and will only take about 15 minutes to complete.
In return, we will gain a wealth of information to inform our work.”...
AL: Inside Scoop, Apr. 16

On My Mind: My year of RDA

Patricia Frade writes: “In the past couple of years, I
found myself rolling my eyes and wishing I could
retire after the introduction of Functional
Requirements for Bibliographic Records and Resource
Description and Access. Now, two years later, I’m a
convert. And I would encourage all catalogers to
jump in and start learning it as soon as you can. In
my experience, RDA was not something that came
easily to me after one training session or reading the manual
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ALA Annual Conference
attendees can help raise
scholarship funds as they
enjoy the Rock Bottom
Remainders’ special
performance at the 2012
ALA/ProQuest
Scholarship Bash on
Saturday, June 23, in the
Anaheim Convention
Center Arena. Scheduled
to appear are Stephen
King, Amy Tan, Mitch
Albom, Dave Barry, Matt
Groening, Scott Turow,
Ridley Pearson, Greg Iles,
James McBride, Roy
Blount Jr., Kathi
Goldmark, and Sam
Barry. Roger McGuinn of

AL Direct, April 18, 2012

(Toolkit). It is a whole different way of cataloging.”...
American Libraries column, May/June

Internet Librarian: Data, data
everywhere

Joseph Janes writes: “One way of thinking
about compiling Lots of Data is to organize it, by category—which
perhaps yields some context and texture—and add some metadata
and a search mechanism, all in the service of providing access, so
individual people can find a specific fact or set of facts in answer to a
question. Another way, only now feasible, is to mush it all together
and see what can be learned.”…

The Byrds joins the band
as special musical guest.
Dave Barry, co-lead
guitarist says, “We love
the ALA, and we love
librarians. We love them
so much that, for this
performance, we’re going
to try to actually learn
the songs before we play
them.”

American Libraries column, May/June

Go back to the Top

ALA News
The latest on ebooks at Annual

Several programs and preconferences at the 2012 ALA
Annual Conference will examine ebooks and digital
content in libraries, including: “The Rise of E-Reading”
with Lee Rainie of the Pew Research Center’s Internet
and American Life Project; “The Ebook Elephant in the
Room”; “The Future of the Book: Innovation in
Traditional Industries” with Duane Bray (right) of IDEO;
Cluetrain Manifesto author David Weinberger on the
connected world; “Digital Literacy and Libraries: Designing What
Comes Next”; and “Why Can’t an Ebook Be More Like the Print?”
View the Preliminary Program for details....
Conference Services, Apr. 17

Libraries prepare for Money Smart
Week

Libraries from Maine to Hawaii will be taking part
in Money Smart Week @ your library April 21–28.
Money Smart Week is a partnership initiative
between ALA and the Federal Reserve Bank of
Chicago to present programs related to personal financial literacy for
all ages and all stages of life. More than 200 libraries in 36 states are
participating this year....
Chapter Relations Office, Apr. 17

Libraries prepare for World Book Night

More than 600 librarians have signed up to participate
in World Book Night, the April 23 event when 25,000
volunteers in the US will give away half a million
copies of 30 specially chosen and printed World Book
Night editions to reluctant adult readers in their
communities. More than 750 libraries and bookstores will hold pre–
World Book Night receptions, where volunteers can pick up the books
they will be distributing....
Public Information Office, Apr. 17

Free webinar showcases grassroots advocacy

ALA’s Committee on Library Advocacy will present “Rallying Your
Community: Mobilizing the Grassroots,” a free webinar, on May 2.
Attendees will learn how two community organizations—the
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Do you know your
rights? Choose
Privacy Week, May
1–7, opens library
users to a national
conversation about
privacy rights in a
digital age. Use this
poster, bookmark, and
other tools to create a
display, sponsor a
contest, host a
program or workshop,
or moderate a
community dialogue
about privacy in your
library or school.
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Sustainable Library Citizens Coalition of Indianapolis–Marion County
(Ind.) Public Library and Urban Librarians Unite of New York City—
have used their voices to impact library funding. Register online....

NEW! From ALA
Graphics.

Office for Library Advocacy, Apr. 17

Choose Privacy Week events

The Office for Intellectual Freedom invites everyone
to visit their local library to learn more about the
decline of privacy rights and the government’s
growing use of surveillance tools during Choose
Privacy Week, May 1–7. Highlights of Choose
Privacy Week events include a series of online
presentations and blog posts that explore the
growing role of government surveillance in our lives; preliminary
results of the “Librarian Attitudes and Behaviors Regarding
Informational Privacy” survey; and the premiere of a short-form
documentary that examines government surveillance techniques used
to spy on immigrant communities....
Office for Intellectual Freedom, Apr. 17

Storytime ideas for diverse holidays

New from Neal-Schuman, The Holiday Handbook:
700+ Storytime Activities from Arbor Day to Yom
Kippur, from Diwali to Kwanzaa to Ramadan offers
activities for 33 holidays. Author Barbara Scott
provides a short history of each holiday, and an
annotated collection of the perfect books, poems, and
activities—including coloring pages, cut-and-tell
pages, draw-and-tell stories, flannel board stories,
and games....
ALA Neal-Schuman, Apr. 13

New OLOS outreach toolkit

Literacy for All: Adult Literacy @ your library, a toolkit
from the Office for Literacy and Outreach Services, is
now available as a free print, navigable web, or
downloadable PDF edition. The toolkit features tips
and tools for assessing adult literacy needs and
tailoring a literacy plan to address those needs, as
well as examples of successful and replicable library
literacy plans and resources for serving adult new and
nonreaders....

Great Libraries
of the World

Artis Library,
University of
Amsterdam,
Netherlands. Founded
in 1838 as the library
of the Royal Zoological
Society, the Artis is
now administered as
part of the university’s
special collections. Its
current building was
designed by the
architect Gerlof Salm
in 1868. The library
has extensive holdings
in the fields of
zoology, taxonomy,
and history of science.

Office for Literacy and Outreach Services, Apr. 10

Win Brad Meltzer books on
atyourlibrary.org

National Library Week may have ended last week, but
atyourlibrary.org carries on the spirit of celebration
with a new contest focusing on National Library Week
Honorary Chair Brad Meltzer (right). Each day a new
question will be posted to atyourlibrary.org. Everyone
who answers the question correctly will be entered in
a drawing to win one of Brad Meltzer’s books. Winners will have the
option of selecting their book. Kindle, iPad, and Nook users will have
the option of receiving ebook editions....
Campaign for America’s Libraries, Apr. 17

Go back to the Top
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Bibliotheca
Philosophica
Hermetica, Joost
Ritman Library,
Amsterdam,
Netherlands. A private,
independent library
founded in 1984 by
businessman and
collector Joost Ritman,
this collection brings
together the earliest
editions of esoteric

AL Direct, April 18, 2012

Featured review: Historical fiction

Goolrick, Robert. Heading Out to Wonderful.
June 2012. 304p. Algonquin, hardcover (9781-56519-923-8)
With understated delicacy, Goolrick creates a
mesmerizing gothic tale of a good man gone
wrong. Charismatic Charlie Beale, just
returned from WWII, is desperate to put down
roots, and the small, bucolic town of
Brownsburg, Virginia, “where no crime had
ever been committed,” seems to offer him the simple life he
craves. But when Charlie sets eyes on Sylvan Glass, the
beautiful young wife of the town’s richest citizen, the simple
life he so desires vanishes in an instant....

Top 10 historical fiction
books

Brad Hooper writes: “No one can
say that historical fiction is in a rut these days. Its popularity
continues and, fortunately, that doesn’t mean authors are
retreading the same places and times just to cash in on the
situation. See the titles below, all reviewed in Booklist in the
previous year, to understand just what I mean.”...

works in the ChristianHermetic tradition,
which includes
hermetica, esotericism,
comparative religion,
alchemy, mysticism,
and Rosicrucianism.
The collection was
temporarily closed in
2010–2011 during a
financial dispute with a
bank, and some 300
items were sold at
auction. However, the
library reopened in
December 2011 with
the majority of its
holdings intact.
This AL Direct feature
showcases 250 libraries
around the world that are
notable for their exquisite
architecture, historic
collections, and innovative
services. If you find yourself
on vacation near one of
them, be sure to stop by for
a visit. The entire list will be
available in The Whole
Library Handbook 5, edited
by George M. Eberhart, which
is scheduled for publication in
2013 by ALA Editions. There
is also a Great Libraries of
the World Pinterest board.

Top 10 historical fiction
books for youth

Ilene Cooper writes: “The magic
of historical fiction is that it can take you back in time, where
the experiences of another era seem real, yet the characters’
feelings are the same as the reader’s. These 10 titles do just
that, whether the setting is a small southern town, Soviet
Russia, or a ship at sea.”...

Impolite interviews at last

Working on the theory that authors might be
sick of polite interviews, Books for Youth
Senior Editor Dan Kraus subjects bestselling
authors to a round of insensitive interrogation
in Booklist’s new Hostile Questions interviews.
Each consists of five questions: Just who do
you think you are? Where do you get off? What’s the big idea?
What is your problem, man? Haven’t you done enough? Libba
Bray, Frank Portman, Victoria Dahl, and Chuck Hogan have
already submitted answers to those questions, with more
bestselling authors to come....
Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
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Career Leads
from

Digital Library
Programmer, Brown
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Anaheim Update
Anaheim bikeways

Orange County’s favorable climate and recreational
attractions make it an ideal environment for
bicycling. There are currently about 1,000 miles of
bikeways in the county. Use this map to plan a
trip or get some route ideas from MapMyRide. For
the truly adventurous, there is a 79.2-mile ride
from Anaheim to Solana Beach, where you can
catch an Amtrak train back....

Orange County (Calif.) Transportation Association; MapMyRide; Ride with GPS

Five tips for photography at
crowded parks

Ryan Pastorino writes: “I struggle with
photography when crowd levels are high. I
often put the camera away and just try my
best to enjoy as much of the park as
possible, but some days I want to make
sure I shoot around the crowds as best as
possible. I have brainstormed a few tips that can be applied to any
crowded day at the parks.”...

University, Providence,
Rhode Island. Talented
software developer
wanted to design new
and innovative library
services centered on
the Brown Digital
Repository, based on
Fedora Commons. As
part of a team working
on a wide array of
innovative software
projects, the
programmer focuses on
the creation and
management of digital
repository content, and
makes creative use of
APIs, web development
frameworks, and other
software applications to
make new and
improved services
available to users....

@

More jobs...

Disney Photography Blog, Feb. 24

New Disney dining email system

Erin Glover writes: “Disneyland Resort guests
may book dining reservations through the
Disney Dine Line (714-781-DINE) but, starting
April 12, there is a new way to request a dining
reservation at the resort. Guests may now
email their dining reservation requests to
dine@disneyland.com. Requests will be reviewed the same day, if
received before 9 p.m. Requests are not confirmed until you’ve
received a confirmation number.”...

Digital Library
of the Week

DisneyParks Blog, Apr. 12

When to buy that plane ticket

When is the best time to book your
flight? It’s one of the most fraught decisions travelers face, as ticket
prices often fluctuate right up to departure time. Recent fare analysis
by the Airlines Reporting Corporation seems to challenge the
conventional wisdom that the earlier you book, the less expensive
your fare will be. But most travel watchers agree that booking well in
advance is a safe bet. So far this year, airlines have raised rates three
times....
New York Times, Apr. 11
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Egypt’s 21st Century
Revolution Visual Art
digital collection
showcases artwork
created by American
University in Cairo
students in response
to the January 25,
2011, revolution that
led to the ousting of
former Egyptian
President Hosni
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A new tool to compare airline
fees

You’re searching for affordable airfares and find two airlines with fares
that are roughly the same. How do you compare additional fees, like
those for checked bags, to see if one is a better deal? NerdWallet
introduced an airline fee search and comparison tool April 11 that
includes major domestic airlines and looks at about 300 different fees,
including those for checked baggage, seat selection, priority boarding,
booking over the phone instead of online, and for carrying a pet on
board....
New York Times, Apr. 11

Foods you should never bring on a
plane

Nicole Campoy-Leffler writes: “Whether it’s the
scent of your delicious McDonald’s french fries
making everyone in your cabin green with envy
or the smell of your garlic dipping sauce
making them green with nausea, the foods you bring on a plane can
either make everyone’s travel headaches better or worse. As you’re
planning ahead, keep in mind what effect your meal will have on
other travelers. If you’re debating between two items, think of which
one you wouldn’t want to eat on a date—that’s the one you shouldn’t
bring on a plane.”...
The Daily Meal, Oct. 17, 2011

Go back to the Top

Division News
Duct tape marketer at ASCLA President’s
Program

John Jantsch (right), bestselling author of Duct Tape
Marketing and The Referral Engine, will speak at the
ASCLA President’s Program at the 2012 ALA Annual
Conference. Jantsch will take his theories and apply
them specifically to libraries for this special
presentation. In celebration of the release of his newly
revised and updated version of Duct Tape Marketing,
LibraryAware is providing copies of the book to the first 200 people to
attend the program....
ASCLA, Apr. 17

Consultants sought for Annual sessions

ASCLA and PLA are teaming up to offer “Consultants Give Back”—an
opportunity for libraries to receive free 30-minute consultation
sessions from professional library consultants—at the ALA Annual
Conference in Anaheim. Consultants interested in offering their
services as a part of this event can now register online. Libraries
seeking consulting services can find a list of participating consultants
and their availability on the ASCLA website in early May....
ASCLA, Apr. 13
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Mubarak. The
collection is part of the
university’s rare books
and special collections
digital library, which
also include
architectural drawings,
photographs from the
revolution, and video
recordings. The image
above is called
“Freedom and
Change.”
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site, Check out
our Featured Digital
Libraries Pinterest board.

Public
Perception
How the World
Sees Us

“Now you may have
gotten the
impression that
there are absolutely
no uses for
Librarians. I’m sorry
if I implied that.
Librarians are very
useful. For instance,
they are useful if you
are fishing for sharks
and need some bait.
They’re also useful
for throwing out
windows to test the
effects of concrete
impact on hornrimmed glasses. If
you have enough
Librarians, you can
build bridges out of
them. (Just like
witches.) And,
unfortunately, they
are also useful for
organizing things.”
—Brandon Sanderson,
Alcatraz Versus the Knights of
Crystallia (New York:
Scholastic, 2009), p. 187.

AL Direct, April 18, 2012

Improving library services for people with
disabilities

Register by April 19 for “Improving Library Services for People with
Disabilities,” an online course offered by ASCLA to prepare your
library to provide effective services to all users. The course runs April
23 through May 18 and is designed for all library staff, including
support staff, general professional staff, age-level or subject
specialists, managers, and administrators....

@

More quotes...

ASCLA, Apr. 17

ASCLA hosts prison library tour at
Annual

Learn about the value of libraries behind bars by
participating in “Locked Up! Go Inside a Juvenile
Detention Center,” a prison library tour
sponsored by ASCLA June 25 at the ALA Annual
Conference. Participants will tour Los Angeles
County’s Central Juvenile Hall (right) and have the opportunity to talk
with teachers and students and see the state of library services to
juveniles behind bars. Register online by May 31....

Container Gardening:
Growing Plants in a ‘NoYard’ World
by Wanda Urbanska

ASCLA, Apr. 13

Teen Read Week registration and
grants

YALSA has opened registration for Teen Read
Week 2012, which will be celebrated Oct. 14–20,
with a theme of “It Came from the Library.” Teen Read Week is a
time to celebrate reading for fun and encourage teens to take
advantage of reading in all its forms and become regular library users.
Registration is free and open at the Teen Read Week website, which
offers planning tools, the 2012 logo, forums, an event showcase, and
Teen Read Week products. Apply for one of 10 $1,000 Teen Read
Week Grants funded by Dollar General Literacy Foundation by July
1....

How to Pay for College:
Choosing a College
World Book Night: A Half a
Million Reasons to Read
Most Popular Television
Shows of All Time
Wise Guy Museum in Las
Vegas Tells the History of
the Mob
National Volunteer Week
Highlights Role of Library
Volunteers

YALSA, Apr. 17

Fontichiaro, Lankes join
AASL Fall Forum

AASL has added Kristin Fontichiaro,
clinical assistant professor at the
University of Michigan School of
Information, and R. David Lankes,
professor and Dean’s Scholar for the
New Librarianship at Syracuse
University’s School of Information
Studies, to the roster of facilitators for AASL’s 2012 Fall Forum,
“Transliteracy and the School Library Program.” Fontichiaro and
Lankes will join media studies scholar Henry Jenkins in providing a
comprehensive overview of transliteracy and its importance in
education during the Forum, Oct. 12–13, in Greenville, South
Carolina....
AASL, Apr. 17

AASL seeks preconference proposals

AASL is inviting proposals for preconference workshops at the 16th
AASL National Convention in Hartford, Connecticut. Half- or full-day
preconferences will be held November 13–14. All proposals should
include up to three learning objectives and should address how the
session supports the AASL Strategic Plan, the AASL Standards for the
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Join Us on Facebook
Subscribe to our
Newsletter

Calendar
Apr. 29–
May 2:

International
Reading Association,
Annual Convention,
McCormick Place
Convention Center
West, Chicago.
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21st-Century Learner, and/or Empowering Learners: Guidelines for
School Library Programs. Submit by June 15....
AASL, Apr. 17

School Library Month video
contest winners

AASL has announced winners of the “You
Belong @ Your School Library” video
contest, which solicited videos illustrating
why the school library is (either physically
or virtually) the place to be. Winners
were the Town School for Boys, San Francisco (elementary school);
Harry F. Byrd Middle School, Richmond, Virginia (middle school), and
White Plains High School, Anniston, Alabama (high school). Winners
received a $100 Amazon.com gift card and $500 in books for their
school library....
AASL, Apr. 17; SchoolTube

Gould to address Specialized Outreach
Services Luncheon

Cheryl Gould (right) of Fully Engaged Libraries will be
among the speakers at ALTAFF’s Specialized Outreach
Services Luncheon on June 23 at the ALA Annual
Conference. Gould’s topic will be “What Does It Mean
to Be a Community Anchor?” and she will discuss one
way the library can contribute to civic engagement
and one of the models that needs to be broken in
order to do it. Purchase tickets online....
ALTAFF, Apr. 17

Go back to the Top

Awards & Grants
Witness book award history at Annual

The announcement and presentation of the first-ever Andrew Carnegie
Medals for Excellence in Fiction and Nonfiction will take place at the
2012 ALA Annual Conference on June 24. Attendees at the event will
be the first to hear which two authors win the medals for best fiction
and nonfiction book for adult readers. Attendees are encouraged to
buy tickets as soon as they register for the conference, as space is
limited....
ALA Conference Services, Apr. 17

2012 ALA Presidential Award for
Advocacy

ALTAFF, in cooperation with ALA President Molly
Raphael and ALA President-Elect Maureen
Sullivan, has announced that the South Carolina
Library Association is the recipient of the 2012 ALA Presidential Award
for Advocacy. The award includes $1,000 to the winning state
campaign for the further development of citizens across the state as
advocates....
ALTAFF, Apr. 17

2012 Genealogical Publishing Company
Award
RUSA’s History Section has selected Jay L. Verkler
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“Celebrating Teaching.”

May 7–8:

CURATEcamp 2012,
Unconference, Clough
Commons, Georgia
Institute of
Technology, Atlanta.

May 16:

National Information
Standards
Organization, 2-part
webinar. “Can I Access
the World? Involving
Users in Ebook
Acquisition and
Sharing.” Part 1 of
“Understanding Critical
Elements of Ebooks:
Acquiring, Sharing, and
Preserving.”

May 18–23:

Medical Library
Association, Annual
Meeting and Exhibition,
Seattle. “Growing
Opportunities:
Changing Our Game.”

May 23:

National Information
Standards
Organization, 2-part
webinar. “Heritage
Lost? Ensuring the
Preservation of
Ebooks.” Part 1 of
“Understanding Critical
Elements of Ebooks:
Acquiring, Sharing, and
Preserving.”

May 31:

Chicagoland Library
Unconference, RAILS
Wheeling Building,
Wheeling, Illinois.

June 5:

Information
Professional 2050,
Conference, Friday
Center, University of
North Carolina, Chapel
Hill.

June 26–29:

AL Direct, April 18, 2012

(right), past president and CEO of FamilySearch.org,
as the winner of the 2012 Genealogical Publishing
Company Award, an annual honor that recognizes
achievement in historical or genealogical reference. The
award, a citation and $1,500 cash prize, will be
presented at the RUSA Awards Reception June 24 at
the ALA Annual Conference....
RUSA, Apr. 17

2012 ASCLA/KLAS/NOD Award

This year’s ASCLA/KLAS/NOD Award will be presented to two
organizations that produced noteworthy services and programming for
library users with disabilities: the Port Washington (N.Y.) Public
Library for its “Books for Dessert” Program, and the “Digital Access
Project,” a collaboration between the Perkins Braille and Talking Book
Library and the Boston Public Library Digital Access Project. The
award recognizes innovative and well-organized projects that expand
services for people with disabilities....
ASCLA, Apr. 17

Teens’ Top Ten nominations announced

YALSA has announced the 24 books (PDF file)
nominated for its annual Teens’ Top Ten list. YALSA
encourages teens to read the 24 nominees before the
national Teens’ Top Ten vote, which will take place in
August and September. The winners will be announced
during Teen Read Week, Oct. 14–20....
YALSA, Apr. 12

2012 Carnegie-Whitney Grants

ALA’s Publishing Committee has announced eight winners of the
Carnegie-Whitney Grant, which provides funds for the preparation,
either in print or electronically, of popular or scholarly reading lists,
webliographies, indexes, and other guides to library resources that
will be useful to users of all types of libraries in the US....
ALA Publishing, Apr. 17

2012 AASL Research Grants

Ann Dutton Ewbank, assistant division
director for graduate programs in
Arizona State University’s teachers
college, and Daniella Smith, assistant
professor in the University of North
Texas Department of Library and
Information Sciences, are the 2012
recipients of the AASL’s Research Grant
sponsored by Capstone. The grants are given to up to two school
librarians, library educators, or library information science or
education professors to conduct innovative research aimed at
measuring and evaluating the impact of school library programs on
learning....
AASL, Apr. 17

2012 ABC-CLIO Leadership Grant

The Iowa Association of School Librarians and its program “Growing
the Next Generation of Leaders: A Leadership Academy,” were named
the winner of AASL’s 2012 ABC-CLIO Leadership Grant. Established in
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Council on Botanical
and Horticultural
Libraries, Annual
Meeting, Montreal
Botanical Garden,
Montreal, Quebec.
“Making Connections
Locally an Globally.”

Aug. 2–3:

Pacific Northwest
Library Association,
Annual Conference,
Sheraton Anchorage
(Alaska) Hotel and
Spa. “Surviving and
Thriving in Uncertain
Times.”

Aug. 8–9:

GALILEO Knowledge
Repository Project
Cooperative Curation
Symposium and
Workshop, Clough
Undergraduate
Learning Commons,
Georgia Institute of
Technology, Atlanta.

Sept. 26–29:

Wyoming Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Parkway
Plaza Hotel and
Convention Centre,
Casper. “Celebrate Our
Past—Create Our
Future.”

Sept. 27–29:

Association for Small
and Rural Libraries,
Annual Conference,
Sheraton Raleigh
Downtown, North
Carolina. “Celebrate
Libraries.”

Oct. 3–5:

Georgia Council of
Media Organizations
/ Southeastern
Library Association,
Joint Conference,
Marriott Macon City
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1986, the grant of $1,750 is given to school library associations that
are AASL affiliates for planning and implementing leadership programs
at the state, regional, or local levels....
AASL, Apr. 17

2012 Talk Story grant winners

The American Indian Library Association and the Asian/Pacific
American Librarians Association, supported by Toyota Financial
Services, have awarded three tribal libraries, one public library, and
one museum with $500 grants to host a Talk Story program at their
institutions. Talk Story is a literacy program that reaches out to Asian
Pacific American and American Indian/Alaska Native children and their
families....
Asian/Pacific American Librarians Association, Apr. 17

Nominations for Reforma Librarian of the Year

Reforma is currently seeking nominations for its 2012 Librarian of the
Year Award. The award recognizes candidates who have promoted
and advocated services to Spanish-speaking and Latino communities
including the fulfillment of unmet needs in 2010–2011. The deadline
for nominations is May 4....
Reforma, Apr. 16

Scholarships for JCLC 2012

Reforma is granting five $500 scholarships for members to attend the
Second National Joint Conference of Librarians of Color scheduled for
September 19–23 in Kansas City, Missouri. The scholarship funds can
be used to cover registration fees, transportation, lodging, and meals.
Apply by May 7....
Reforma, Apr. 16

2012 Best Educational
Software Awards

The ComputED Gazette has announced
the winners of its 18th annual Best Educational Software (BESSIE)
Awards. The awards target innovative and content-rich programs and
websites that provide parents and teachers with the technology to
foster educational excellence. They were awarded in the categories of
early learning, early elementary, upper elementary, middle school,
high school, multilevel, postsecondary, and teacher tools....

Center.

Oct. 14–16:

New England Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Sturbridge
(Mass.) Host Hotel and
Conference Center.

Oct. 23–26:

Wisconsin Library
Association, Annual
Conference, La Crosse
Convention Center.
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Contact Us

American Libraries
Direct

AL Direct is a free electronic
newsletter emailed every
Wednesday to personal
members of the American
Library Association and
subscribers.

George M. Eberhart,
Editor:
geberhart@ala.org

ComputED Gazette, Apr. 17

2012 Canadian Library Association
awards

The Canadian Library Association has selected The
Whole Truth by Kit Pearson (HarperCollins) as its 2012
Book of the Year for Children (PDF file). Its 2012
Young Adult Book Award (PDF file) winner is All Good
Children (Orca) by Catherine Austen, and its 2012
Amelia Frances Howard-Gibbon Illustrator’s Award
(PDF file) went to My Name is Elizabeth! (Kids Can Press), illustrated
by Matthew Forsythe and written by Annika Dunklee....

Beverly Goldberg,
Senior Editor:
bgoldberg@ala.org

Greg Landgraf,
Associate Editor:
glandgraf@ala.org

Canadian Library Association, Apr. 16

2012 Pulitzer Prize winners (and
nonwinners) (PDF file)

The Pulitzer Prize winners were announced April 16. For
the first time in 35 years, no fiction award was given.
Judges had narrowed the field to three finalists,
including David Foster Wallace’s The Pale King, a novel
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Sanhita SinhaRoy,
Managing Editor:
ssinharoy@ala.org
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assembled from notes he left behind at the time of his
suicide in 2008. Also cited were Karen Russell’s
Swamplandia and Denis Johnson’s novella Train
Dreams, but none of them received a majority vote by the Pulitzer
Prize board. The history award went to Manning Marable for Malcolm
X: A Life of Reinvention (Viking)....

Laurie D. Borman,
Editor and Publisher,
American Libraries:
lborman@ala.org

2012 Mary Vaughan Jones Award

Jennifer Henderson,
Liz Humrickhouse,
Contributing Researchers

Columbia University, Apr. 16; Associated Press, Apr. 16; The Daily Beast, Apr. 17

Jac Jones (right), one of the most important Welsh
illustrators of children’s books in the last 50 years, has
been selected to receive the 2012 Mary Vaughan Jones
Award on June 10. The award is presented every three
years by the Welsh Books Council to acknowledge an
outstanding contribution to the field of children’s
literature in Wales. Over the years, Jac Jones has
illustrated more than 250 children’s books and is
recognized as an author in his own right....

To advertise in American
Libraries Direct, contact:

Doug Lewis:
dglewis@ala.org

Welsh Books Council, Apr. 13
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Libraries in the News
Why libraries matter more than ever

ALA President Molly Raphael writes: “Anyone who has visited a library
in the past few years will not be surprised to learn that demand for
library services has increased significantly. With the growing need for
access to digital and online information, including e-government
services, continuing education resources, and employment
opportunities, libraries are essential in communities, large and small,
throughout the country. Yet many question why we need libraries
when we have instant access to information on the internet.”...
CNN: Schools of Thought, Apr. 13

School librarians are becoming a rare breed

There are not enough qualified librarians to fill the schools in Texas.
Brian Rosson, one of the human resources directors with the Ector
County Independent School District in Odessa, said that during the
past two years the district has felt the repercussions of what he called
a statewide librarian shortage. The Texas Education Agency has
specific qualifications that a librarian must have, and according to
Rosson, the most challenging qualification to meet is an MLS. Until
library assistants can obtain proper certification, they receive about
half the pay of a certified librarian....
Odessa (Tex.) American, Apr. 15

Brandau nominated to NMLS Board

Former Kansas State Librarian Christie Pearson Brandau
(right) was nominated April 17 by President Obama to
serve the National Museum and Library Services Board.
Brandau served as state librarian of Kansas in 2005–
2009 and as state librarian of Michigan in 2000–2005.
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She is currently a part-time adjunct professor for the
School of Library and Information Management at Emporia State
University....
White House, Apr. 17

Obstacles for older workers

Older workers are losing their jobs at a
faster rate than other workers, and the
longer they are out of work, the harder it
is for those over 55 to land a job. Brian
Baker (right) never thought that after
being laid off from his position as a law
librarian almost three years ago he would still be looking for a job. “I
believed I had enough experience and was known well enough
nationally that I would be able to get a job.” Baker does have all the
right credentials, a master’s and law degree and 20 years of
experience....
KFSN-TV, Fresno, Calif., Apr. 16

Brown University library worker finds
rare Paul Revere print

A donated collection of books once belonging to a
member of the Brown University Class of 1773
included a piece of history hidden inside one of the
volumes—an exceptionally rare engraved print (right)
by Paul Revere, one of only five known to exist.
Leafing through the collection, Marie Malchodi of the
library’s Preservation Department found the print
tucked inside the back cover of The Modern Practice
of Physics by Robert Thomas, published in 1811. It
was an engraved depiction of Jesus Christ and John the Baptist titled
“Buried with Him by Baptism.”...
Brown University, Apr. 11

Million-dollar donation to Orlando Public Library

A $1 million donation in the memory of civic leader Dorothy Lumley
Melrose will transform the Orlando (Fla.) Public Library into one of the
most avant-garde in the nation. It is also the largest single donation
ever made to the Orange County Library System. The gift will be used
to create the Dorothy Lumley Melrose Center for Technology,
Innovation, and Creativity on the second floor of the main library in
downtown Orlando....
Orlando (Fla.) Sentinel, Apr. 16

British Library purchases St. Cuthbert
Gospel

A 7th-century gospel discovered in a saint’s coffin
more than 900 years ago, the oldest European
book to survive fully intact, has been acquired by
the British Library for £9 million ($14.4 million
US). The manuscript copy of the Gospel of St
John, called the St. Cuthbert Gospel, was
produced in northeast England and placed in the saint’s coffin on the
island of Lindisfarne, probably in 698. The manuscript features an

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2012/april/041812-2.htm[10/8/2014 11:04:43 AM]

AL Direct, April 18, 2012

original red leather binding in excellent condition. It was purchased at
auction from the Society of Jesus (British Province)....
The Guardian (UK), Apr. 17

Bodleian and Vatican libraries to
digitize ancient texts

The University of Oxford’s Bodleian Libraries and the
Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana in Rome have
announced a new collaborative digitization project.
The objective is to make 1.5 million pages from their
remarkable collections freely available online to
researchers and the general public. The initiative was
made possible by a £2 million grant ($3.2 million
US) from the Polonsky Foundation. The digitized
collections will be in three subject areas: Greek
manuscripts, 15th-century printed books (incunabula), and Hebrew
manuscripts and early printed books....
Bodleian Libraries, Apr. 12

Controversy over Irish National
Library’s Joyce manuscripts

The National Library of Ireland has freely made
available for the first time its holdings of James
Joyce’s manuscripts via the library’s online
catalog. The move coincides with the
publication of an expensive set of books that
includes the same manuscripts. Joycean scholar
Danis Rose claims he is now the copyright holder of these
manuscripts in the European Union. Fiona Ross, director of the
National Library, said April 13 that plans to put the manuscripts
online had been underway for some time....
Irish Central (New York), Apr. 14; Irish Times (Dublin), Apr. 17

Outdoor libraries lend books at closed Detroit
branches

A class of 4th graders at Marcus Garvey Academy in Detroit has
collaborated to create six outdoor libraries for use by the general
public in light of recent branch closings by the Detroit Public Library.
Five of the outdoor libraries opened April 11 and the sixth will open in
June. The students, during Spring Break, received assistance from a
class of University of Michigan art and design students....
Detroit Free Press, Apr. 13

Fatal bus crash led to library
construction

Thirteen Williamsport (Md.) High School
students and one recent graduate were
killed when a bus carrying them back from a
chemistry show at the University of
Maryland was struck by a train at a grade
crossing in Rockville on April 11, 1935. The
tragedy was national news and led to the construction of the
Williamsport Memorial Library on East Potomac Street (above) in
honor of those who died that day....
Hagerstown (Md.) Herald-Mail, Apr. 10

Housing books for the People of
the Book
Synagogue libraries face a variety of

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2012/april/041812-2.htm[10/8/2014 11:04:43 AM]

AL Direct, April 18, 2012

challenges—from low (or no) funding to
increasing competition with would-be patrons’
electronic resources. Add to that the
“standards of excellence” required by the
Association of Jewish Libraries for accreditation (PDF file), and it is no
wonder that only one local library has sought that distinction. Kathe
Pinchuk, a librarian at the Montclair (N.J.) Public Library, recalls that
in 2007 she led Teaneck Congregation Beth Sholom’s accreditation
efforts....
New Jersey Jewish Standard, Apr. 15

Pagan Library opens in D.C.

On April 14, the Open Hearth Foundation
officially launched the OHF Pagan Lending
Library. The event marked the opening of one
of the first Pagan libraries in the country. It
houses a collection of more than 3,000 titles,
250 tarot decks, and 40 periodicals and newsletters. The library is
open every Sunday afternoon, with book discussions and other library
events planned. “We have designed the OHF Library according to
professional principles and best practices for a community library with
full searching capability available online,” said OHF Librarian Eric
(Fritter) Riley (at left)....
Lez Get Real, Apr. 16; Open Hearth Foundation

Reports of manuscript looting in Mali

The head of UNESCO has appealed to countries in North Africa to be
on the alert for anyone attempting to sell ancient manuscripts.
Director-General Irina Bokova said there were reports that rebels
have overrun and looted depositories containing thousands of ancient
books and documents in Mali’s historic city of Timbuktu. A World
Heritage site since 1988, Timbuktu was taken over by rebels April 1
following their swift progress in the north....
UN News Service, Apr. 16

Go back to the Top

Issues
Supreme Court to revisit First-Sale Doctrine

The Supreme Court agreed April 16 to decide the global reach of US
copyright law, in a case testing whether an overseas purchaser of a
copyrighted work may resell it in the United States without the
copyright holder’s permission. The justices will hear the case, which
considers the First-Sale Doctrine, in its next term and is expected to
set a nationwide standard. Federal circuit courts of appeal are split on
the issue....
Wired: Threat Level, Apr. 16

Big-city public libraries and
statistics

Steve Matthews writes: “There appears
to be an anomaly related to the data
that Pew Charitable Trusts researchers
compiled (PDF file) through their
comparison of Philadelphia Free Library
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and 14 other big-city libraries. Specifically, the data doesn’t track in a
cause-and-effect manner. Wouldn’t one expect that major increases
or decreases in total library visits would have a direct relationship (as
opposed to the inverse) to major increases and decreases in visits per
capita? So what would explain a 25% increase in total visits and a
very low per capita visit rate?”...
21st Century Library Blog, Apr. 12

Why Microsoft and Facebook are proCISPA but anti-SOPA

Thorin Klosowski writes: “Just months after the
internet censorship bills SOPA and PIPA were taken off the floor, a
new and similarly scrutinized bill, the Cyber Intelligence Sharing and
Protection Act (CISPA, which got a rewrite April 16) has been gaining
momentum and support from big technology companies like Microsoft,
Facebook, and IBM. Although the bill is fundamentally different than
SOPA, it raises many of the same privacy concerns. Let’s take a look
at the basics of how it might work.” CISPA will be considered in the
House of Representatives the week of April 23–27....
Lifehacker, Apr. 11; CNET News, Apr. 16; District Dispatch, Apr. 18

White House responds to school library petition

The White House recently responded to a petition that was sent to
President Obama earlier this year via the “We the People” section of
the White House’s website. This petition stated the importance that
an effective school library program plays in the education of a child.
Special Assistant to the President on Education Policy Roberto
Rodriguez responded that the “Obama Administration remains
committed to supporting school libraries and the critical role they
play.” AASL President Carl Harvey, who began the petition, comments
on the response in his blog and asks, “Was it worth it?”...
District Dispatch, Apr. 16; We the People, Jan. 5, Apr. 13; Library Ties, Apr. 16

CRS report on the Federal
Depository Library Program

Daniel Cornwall writes: “We have had a chance
to review the new Congressional Research
Service report Federal Depository Library
Program: Issues for Congress (PDF file) available
on the Federation of American Scientists
website. While we believe it serves as a useful
overview of the Federal Depository Library
Program, the report has a few significant problems. Members of
Congress should consider the following before using this report as a
basis for modifying the FDLP.”...
Free Government Information, Apr. 14; Congressional Research Service, Mar. 29

Global internet filtering in 2012

The OpenNet Initiative has been documenting internet filtering globally
since 2003. Since that time, the number of countries found to be
engaging in the censorship of online content has increased
dramatically. In early 2010, we estimated there were over 500 million
internet users residing in countries that engage in the systematic
filtering of online content. In 2012, that number has increased to over
620 million....
OpenNet Initiative, Apr. 3

Index on Censorship archive free
for a while

The Index on Censorship has announced that in
celebration of its 40th anniversary, the
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complete back catalog will be free and
available to download through May 5. For 40
years, the Index has provided a platform for
those whose freedom of expression has been
threatened. The publication combines the eloquence of prominent
writers (Harold Pinter, Salman Rushdie, Milan Kundera) with active
campaigning against free speech abuse....
The Fine Books Blog, Apr. 16

Go back to the Top

Tech Talk
How to buy the best tablet

Wendy Sheehan Donnell writes: “It’s been just
two short years since the original Apple iPad
hit the scene and the current tablet market
was born. Since then, we’ve seen scores of
manufacturers trying to snag a slice of the
tablet pie, which has been dominated by
Apple. Google, the other major player in the tablet space, has also
made some nice market share gains with its Android operating
system. But which tablet is right for you? Here are the key factors
you need to consider when shopping for a tablet.” And here are the
10 best Android tablets....
PC Magazine, Apr. 11

Nook Simple Touch with GlowLight

Julie Bosman writes: “Barnes & Noble wants you to
take your e-reader to bed. The latest iteration of
the Nook, revealed by the book retailer on April 12,
is a black-and-white device with a softly glowing
backlit screen. It is designed to solve a common
problem that consumers can encounter with ereaders: They are tough to use in the dark. The
new device is the first e-reader on the market with
a glowing screen and an E Ink display, analysts said. Amazon has
been developing a glowing black-and-white e-reader of its own,
according to TechCrunch.”...
New York Times: Media Decoder, Apr. 12; TechCrunch, Apr. 6

Five things Google Drive needs to
succeed

Daniel Ionescu writes: “Google Drive is one of the
mythical creatures of the tech rumor mill since
2006, but it could finally be with us in mid-April, according to reports.
However, since 2006, the way we use web services and store files
have changed. So with lessons learned from the experience of its
competitors, here are five main things Google Drive needs to win me
over.”...
PC World, Apr. 16–17

Why you should use Markdown

Jon Mitchell writes: “Here are three good reasons to use Markdown.
There are no good reasons not to. Markdown is a text-to-HTML
conversion tool for web writers. It allows you to write using an easy-
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to-read, easy-to-write plain text format, then convert it to structurally
valid XHTML (or HTML). If you write for the web, or you work with
people who do, you just have to try it. Here’s why.”...
ReadWriteWeb, Apr. 17

Take notes with Fetchnotes

Alan Henry writes: “There are plenty of tools that
allow you to take simple text notes and organize
them so you can search and filter them later, but
Fetchnotes is the first one we’ve seen in a while
that's coming out of the gate with full cloud
syncing across multiple devices, an easy-to-use webapp, Android and
iOS apps, and desktop widgets so you can stay on top of your notes,
all right up front on launch.”...
Lifehacker, Apr. 13

Your online yellow marker

Sarah Kessler writes: “Citelighter, a browser
extension for collecting notes online, is teaming
up with Cengage Learning to turn paid research
databases such as Questia into a stack of free
virtual note cards. With Citelighter’s first product, students can
highlight any text on any web page, click a capture button to save it
in a virtual notebook, and view all of their highlights from across the
web. Citelighter automatically puts together a citation page. On April
17, the startup announced Citelighter Pro, which builds on this
functionality by recommending articles from Cengage Learning’s
research databases.”...
Mashable, Apr. 17

Tracky, a task-management
platform

Joann Pan writes: “Tracky is an application
that boosts productivity by cutting internet
clutter. The web and mobile app brings
email, chat, task collaboration, and file
sharing to one place. By using this
collaboration platform, busy bees can reduce
jumping from project management tools such as Basecamp to Google
Docs, email, instant messaging, and calendars. Users can connect to
Twitter, Facebook, and Pinterest and share out information from
within the app.” Watch the video (1:08)....
Mashable, Apr. 16

What can you do with a
supercomputer?

Sebastian Anthony writes: “After decades of
indoctrination by Intel, processing speed is
something that nearly all of us can relate to.
The world’s fastest supercomputer (right)
recently hit a peak of 10 petaflops—10
quadrillion calculations per second. But what
does it do with all of that power? To answer that question, we first
need to look at the architecture of supercomputers.”...
ExtremeTech, Mar. 15, Apr. 10
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E-Content
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OverDrive: Readers use libraries to find digital
books

Looking to support the contention that libraries drive book discovery
and sales, library digital vendor OverDrive compiled data on patron
use from its 18,000 library client sites during the month of March.
The study shows that more than 60% of the five million users visiting
OverDrive sites in March browsed public library catalogs, generating
more than 630 million book cover impressions. The Library Media
Network eBook Report, previewed at the London Book Fair April 18,
looks at both ebooks and audiobooks and was developed in
compliance with library privacy policies....
Publishers Weekly, Apr. 18; District Dispatch, Apr. 18

Amazon said to inflate streaming library size

Austin Carr writes: “Amazon boasts that it has more than 17,000
movies and television shows” on Amazon Prime Instant Video, its
streaming service that competes with Netflix and Hulu Plus. The
17,000 figure has been widely parroted in the media, but where does
the number come from? It turns out that only 1,745 movies are
available to stream and roughly 150 TV series. Amazon reached that
number by counting each episode of a TV series as an individual TV
show.”...
Fast Company, Apr. 12

Cut in Amazon ebook pricing shakes rivals

As soon as the Department of Justice announced April 11 that it was
suing five major publishers and Apple on price-fixing charges, and
simultaneously settling with three of them, Amazon announced plans
to push down prices on ebooks. The price of some major titles could
fall to $9.99 or less from $14.99, saving voracious readers a bundle.
But publishers and booksellers argue that any victory for consumers
will be short-lived....
New York Times, Apr. 11

The ebook of my dreams

Laura Braunstein writes: “We all have our frustrations with ebooks.
The problem isn’t just one of print vs. electronic or Luddite vs. early
adopter. Even as I happily consume Kindle books on my iPad and the
new Project Muse collection for work, I find that ebooks simply don’t
do the things I want them to do. What features would make ebooks
represent a true new step in the evolution of information delivery
systems? Here’s what I’d like to see.”...
ACRLog, Apr. 18

Queens Library is the first in NYC to
lend e-readers

The Queens Library on April 12 became the first
public library system in New York City to lend ereaders. Queens has launched a pilot program
making 50 Nooks—e-readers made by Barnes &
Noble—available for check out at its Central Library
in Jamaica. Each is preloaded with 25 ebooks in one
of five genres: children’s literature, teen books, mystery, romance,
and bestsellers. Fifty works of classic literature also will be loaded
onto each device....
Queens Library, Apr. 12

E-readers and accessibility

Carrie Russell writes: “It may shock you to know that only Apple’s
iPod, iPad, and iPhone are fully accessible to people with print
disabilities. Folks can buy an application called Read2Go and bingo,
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access granted. The user merely touches the screen and can access
text-to-speech, highlighting, and font and color manipulation. Users
can move around in the text. Unfortunately this is not true of Nooks
and Kindles.”...
District Dispatch, Apr. 18

A buffet of magazines on a tablet

David Pogue writes: “Five big magazine
publishers—Condé Nast, Hearst, Meredith,
News Corporation, and Time Inc.—have
collaborated to create the Next Issue app for
Android tablets, much in the same way a
collaboration of TV networks started Hulu.com.
For $10 a month, you can read the latest full
issues of 27 magazines on your tablet, and
back issues to the beginning of 2012. Each
downloaded issue includes the full, colorful design, all articles and
even the ads that you’d see in the printed edition.”...
New York Times, Apr. 11

Go back to the Top

Books & Reading
Harry Potter encyclopedia in the works

Author J. K. Rowling revealed on her website that she has begun
working on a Harry Potter encyclopedia: “I have started work on this
—some of it forms the new content in Pottermore.” In past interviews,
she has estimated that this project could take 10 years to complete....
GalleyCat, Apr. 17

Find out why old books are
odoriferous

Walk into a used bookshop and you will
encounter the unique aroma of aging books.
The smell is loved by some and disliked by
others, but where does it come from? Chemists
at University College in London have
investigated the odor and concluded that old
books release hundreds of volatile organic compounds into the air
from the paper. Find out more in this Abebooks video (2:08)....
YouTube, Jan. 23

Watch 10 celebrities reading
famous poems aloud

Emily Temple writes: “In honor of National
Poetry month, we at Flavorpill have been
amping up our poetic coverage a little bit
and since poetry is really meant to be read
aloud, we’ve also been celebrating the
month by listening to some of our favorite
celebrities reading famous poems. Click through to watch actual
videos of celebrities (such as Bill Murray, above) performing readings
and recitations, whether on stage, in a more intimate setting, or
filmed solo.”...
Flavorwire, Apr. 14

Book people are uniting

A new public service campaign seeking
to help children read brings together a
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who’s who of literary characters and a
lineup of well-known musicians. The
“Book People Unite” campaign is on
behalf of Reading Is Fundamental, the nonprofit literacy organization
founded in 1966, with the support of the Library of Congress and the
Advertising Council. The campaign includes TV and radio commercials,
with a song (1:03) written by The Roots, as well as print, online, and
outdoor ads. Regina Spektor appears in the video (above) as Little
Red Riding Hood....
New York Times, Apr. 16; Library of Congress, Apr. 17; YouTube, Apr. 12

Go back to the Top

Tips & Ideas
Emergency Response and Salvage Wheel:
It’s an app

The Emergency Response and Salvage Wheel is now
available as a mobile application. You can download it
to your iPhone, iPod touch, and iPad for free. Long
known as the authoritative resource for salvaging
artifacts after a disaster, the original Wheel has been
used by museums, libraries, and archives around the
world. This new app makes the Wheel’s guidance
accessible to anyone in need of practical advice for saving collections
in the first 48 hours after a disaster....
Heritage Preservation, Apr. 15

Harvard’s Widener Library arose from
Titanic tragedy

On the evening of April 14, 1912, RMS Titanic scraped
an iceberg and went down in the North Atlantic. One of
the dead was first-class passenger Harry Elkins
Widener (right), a 27-year-old Philadelphia
businessman and book collector who had graduated
from Harvard College in 1907. He perished along with
his father, George D. Widener. His mother, Eleanor Elkins Widener,
survived, floating to safety aboard lifeboat no. 4. Not long after the
Titanic went down, the Harry Elkins Widener Memorial Library went up
at Harvard, thanks to a $2 million donation from his grieving
mother....
Harvard Gazette, Apr. 5

Titanic memories

Libraries held exhibits and programs to
commemorate the centennial of the loss of
the RMS Titanic. An exhibit (right) at the
Rosenbach Museum and Library in
Philadelphia follows the story of book dealer
A. S. W. Rosenbach as he hears about the
sinking. Carroll County (Md.) Public Library
staffer Chris Badeker created a model of the Titanic out of recyclable
materials. The Huffington Post put up a series of links to folk songs
about the Titanic from the Library of Congress. Illinois State
University, Brown University, the National Archives in New York
(2:41), the British Library, and the Luzerne County (Pa.) Historical
Society have publicized their Titanic connections. Gary Price offers
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even more resources here....

Cherry Hill (N.J.) Courier-Post, Apr. 12; Eldersburg (Md.) Patch, Apr. 13; Huffington Post,
Apr. 13; WJBC-AM, Bloomington, Ill., Apr. 15; Rhode Island Public Radio, Apr. 16;
Americas Collections Blog, Apr. 15; Wilkes-Barre (Pa.) Citizens’ Voice, Apr. 14; Search
Engine Land, Apr. 13

Libraries on the Titanic

Juha Peltonen writes: “There were no less than
two libraries on the Titanic; one was for first-class
passengers (right) and the other for second-class.
No such amenity was reserved for the use of
steerage class. At one end of the first-class lounge
was a bookcase, situated on A deck. From there,
books could be borrowed. The room was lavishly
furnished and was meant for reading,
conversation, cards, tea drinking, and other social
activities. Not too much is known about the
contents of the libraries” (though some have speculated). The secondclass library also had a large bookcase....
All at Sea Network; Reading Copy Book Blog, Apr. 13

No one can correctly Google anymore

Ryan Tate writes: “Google has been placing more and more crap
around search results, which is very annoying, but it turns out this
crapification may work out quite well for the giant internet company.
That’s reportedly because people can’t really tell anymore what’s a
Google advertisement and what’s a Google search result, turning the
simple act of internet searching into a confusing profitable mess.”...
Gawker, Apr. 16; SEO Book, Apr. 15

Flash reading in Fort Collins

On April 12 at noon, some 300 Fort Collins,
Colorado, residents grabbed a favorite book,
e-reader, or magazine and joined staff from
Poudre River Public Library District in the
city’s Old Town Square to read for 15
minutes in a Flash Reading Mob. Books from
a local bookstore were handed out to
passersby who wanted to join, and a firetruck started the event with
its siren....
Downtown Fort Collins; Poudre River Public Library District

Counterintuitive digital media assignments

Greg Downey writes: “Over the last week in my new first-year
undergraduate journalism course, Media Fluency for the Digital Age,
my students have been wrestling with a very counterintuitive digital
media assignment, and I think it’s worth exploring why these
members of the born-digital generation found this assignment so
difficult—and so rewarding. Here’s the challenge they were given:
Find information on the topic of the internet or digital media that is
not online.”...
The Note on My Door, Mar. 21

10 awesome alternatives to Instagram

Jennifer Bergen writes: “Instagram is known for
producing hipster photos, an appropriate term when
you consider the irony involved in retro-looking images
being produced digitally. But Instagram isn’t the only
app out there that can rewind your photos 40 years;
there’s a slew of apps for both iPhone and Android that
can do the same things or even more. Though not all of
the apps are free, they’re definitely worth the price of
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your morning coffee. We rounded up 10 awesome
alternatives to Instagram that are worth a download.”...
PC Magazine, Apr. 12

Done with Dewey

Tali Balas Kaplan writes: “I, for one, am tired of defending Dewey.
Come on down to the 600s, you say. To technology. Where you’ll find
dogs and sewing and airplanes. That might have been technology 125
years ago, but things change. It’s no accident that once we had
shifted to a new kid-centered system, Metis, many of our students
told us that they felt the library was ‘more organized.’ We still teach
children to navigate a system, but now that the system we use is
more intuitive, our students are able to find the books they want
independently.”...
ALSC Blog, Feb. 15, Apr. 17; Brief Book Bytes

WordPress dominates top 100 blogs

WordPress is no doubt a very popular web publishing
platform for blogs and other types of websites. But
just how popular is it? Pingdom just completed a
study and found that WordPress is in use by 48% of
the top 100 blogs in the world. This is an increase
from the 32% recorded three years ago. Here is what
they found in their survey....
Royal Pingdom, Apr. 11

Some notes on tweeting for public libraries

Emily Lloyd writes: “I’ve been thinking a lot about public libraries and
social media lately, especially on the differences between Twitter and
Facebook. I wanted to jot down some notes about what I think works
and what doesn’t. With no further ado, some thoughts (gentle and
otherwise) on tweeting for public libraries.”...
Shelf Check, Apr. 15

The first 10 things you learn
about genealogy

Diane Boumenot writes: “The other day I
saw a question about finding the 1890
federal census and it made me wonder:
What are the very first things you learn about genealogy in the
United States, say, in the first six months, that you did not know
before? Here are my 10.”...
One Rhode Island Family, Apr. 15

Majority of Wikipedia company entries contain
errors

60% of Wikipedia articles about companies contain factual errors,
according to research published April 17 in the Public Relations
Society of America’s Public Relations Journal. Findings from the
research will help establish a baseline of understanding for how PR
professionals work with Wikipedia editors to achieve accuracy in their
clients’ entries. The research was conducted by Marcia W. DiStaso,
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cochair of PRSA’s National Research Committee and an assistant
professor of public relations at Penn State University....
Public Relations Society of America, Apr. 17

An online art collection grows

Roberta Smith writes: “I don’t know how
many wonders of the world there are by
now, but it is possible that the Google Art
Project will someday join the list. The greatly
expanded second iteration of this online
compilation of self-selected art museums
and artworks was unveiled in early April. It makes available images of
more than 32,000 works in 31 media and materials, from the
collections of 151 museums and arts organizations worldwide, forming
a broad, deep river of shared information, something like a lavishly
illustrated art book fused with high-end open storage.”...
New York Times, Apr. 11

Top three drawing apps for
young kids

Alicia Eler writes: “Learning to draw with
your finger isn’t about fingerpaints
anymore. It’s not about hands, either. It’s
about the smartphone that you keep in
your pocket and give to your kid when
they want to get creative. ReadWriteWeb surveyed three apps for
children ages 5–6 that give them an opportunity to learn how to draw
inside the lines and to create visual effects that will impress peers
and parents alike. Just choose your smart device.”...
ReadWriteWeb, Apr. 17

Capturing the gardens of America

From the late 1800s to 1935, Frances
Benjamin Johnston crisscrossed the country,
photographing the gardens of wealthy
Americans and writing about them in
magazines. She also captured the great
gardens of Europe—Villa d’Este in Italy,
Cliveden in England, Vaux-le-Vicomte in France—to inspire American
gardeners. More than 1,100 of Johnston’s hand-colored, glass-plate
lantern slides, which illustrated her articles as well as her popular
lectures, are now accessible online for the first time, in the Library of
Congress Prints and Photographs Online Catalog....
New York Times, Apr. 11

Help NASA with its planetary data

Dave Klingler writes: “Over the years, NASA has
accumulated more than 100 terabytes of data from
space missions, and the sheer size of the archive
makes it difficult to manage the data and make it
available. Anyone can look at the archive at NASA’s
Planetary Data System website. What NASA would
like someone to do is not only make that data more accessible for
scientists, but also package it up for nonscientists to access and
manipulate. And there’s a contest.”...
Ars Technica, Apr. 17

The 25 most beautiful public
libraries in the world

Emily Temple writes: “We’re suckers for
beautiful libraries here at Flavorpill, as you
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might have noticed from our lists of beautiful
college libraries and beautiful private libraries
from all over the world. But public libraries are
probably even more important to the culture at large than either of
these. And while we know it’s the books that are important, everyone
likes to read in a beautiful space, so we decided to take a look at the
most beautiful public libraries in the world.”...
Flavorwire, Jan. 1, Feb. 18, Apr. 16

New San Diego library taking
shape

Jim Madaffer writes: “The signature dome
of San Diego’s new Downtown Central
Library can now be seen from various
vantage points downtown and beyond.
After decades of dreaming, the city’s
newest and most state-of-the-art public
building is set to open in mid-2013. The $185 million, nine-story
library was designed by San Diego architect Rob Quigley and will
undoubtedly be the signature statement of his career. Construction is
on schedule and on budget.” Watch the video (2:34)....
Mission Times Courier (San Diego), Apr. 12; YouTube, Apr. 12

Copper-clad Hive Library built to
resist climate change

Tafline Laylin writes: “This shiny, copper
alloy–clad Hive Library in the UK by Feilden
Clegg Bradley Studios is one of the first
buildings in the world designed specifically to
resist the effects of climate change. The
library, a joint-use facility for the University of Worcester and the
county, incorporates a host of sustainability features that make the
building adaptable to climate change. These include seven conical
portals that permit natural day lighting and ventilation, a peak cooling
system that uses water from the nearby Severn River, and a heating
program that converts locally sourced biomass into energy.”...
Inhabitat, Apr. 13

Spectral imaging of
Shakespeare’s signature

Roger L. Easton Jr. writes: “One of the
many treasures at the Folger Shakespeare
Library is a copy of William Lambarde’s Archaionomia, a book on
Anglo-Saxon law published in 1568 and acquired by the Library in
1938. Buried amidst the decorative border of the title page is a faded
signature that has been judged by several authorities to be from the
Bard himself. The value of clarifying the signature on both sides of
the page was self-evident. Our team brought a scientific digital
camera, spectral illumination panels, and processing computers to the
library on March 12–13 to collect and process images of the front and
back of this page.”...
The Collation, Mar. 19

12 librarians who influenced Los
Angeles history

In the librarian history of Los Angeles, Charles
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Lummis (right) and Mary Foy are two of Los
Angeles’ better-known librarians. Known as Miss
Los Angeles, Mary Foy was the first woman to be
city librarian, serving from 1880 to 1884. She
worked to preserve the city’s history in numerous
ways, from organizing the Los Angeles High School alumni to
organizing the First Century Families. Charles Lummis’s acquisitions
on the Spanish and Mexican period of California history are still held
in the library’s collection today....
KCET-TV, Los Angeles, Apr. 11

Tanks for the information

Raúl Lemesoff, an Argentine art-car artist,
has taken a 1979 Ford Falcon that used to
belong to the armed forces and turned it
into a “Weapon of Mass Instruction” (Arma
de Instrucción Masiva). Armed with 900 or
so privately donated books, Lemesoff
travels the streets of Buenos Aires and
beyond offering free books to all. He sees his mobile library as a
“contribution to peace through literature.” Raúl will pull over for
anyone, motorcyclists or pedestrians, who asks for a free book. Watch
the video (1:53)....

Make: Blog, Feb. 29; YouTube, May 18, 2010

The dance of the Yale catalog
cards

Ellen Su created this music video (0:59)
showing the unused yet animated former
card catalog at Yale University’s Sterling
Memorial Library. The music is by 3 Plus 4
– El Ten Eleven....
Vimeo, Apr.
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American Libraries Online
New ADA signage standards

Liz Humrickhouse writes: “On March 15, updates to
the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 went
into effect. The new standards—known as the 2010
ADA Standards for Accessible Design—focus
specifically on creating wayfinding signage for the
visually impaired. The good news is that libraries
are already doing well in compliance from a
technology standpoint. The better news is that
these new standards offer more guidance in making
traditional wayfinding signage more patron-friendly.”...
American Libraries feature

Think digitization during
Preservation Week

Julie A. Mosbo writes: “April 22–28 marks the
third annual Preservation Week—an event
sponsored by ALCTS that’s dedicated to
educating the public about caring for personal
treasures, and is intended to heighten interest
in preservation among library, archives, and museum staff. For
libraries and archives, digitizing materials has become a key concern,
especially as more and more patrons and users go online to research
information. But several factors must be considered.”...
American Libraries news, Apr. 25

Youth Matters: Make room for
homeschoolers

Abby Johnson writes: “Did you know there are
an estimated 2 million home-educated children
in the United States? And that number is
increasing by 2%–8% each year. In Floyd
County, Indiana—where I work—there is a
substantial homeschooling population, and many of them visit the
library regularly. I knew I wanted to provide programming for the
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ALA Annual Conference
has the ebook and digital
content bases covered,
with a wide range of
options to inspire
discussion and innovation:
“The Rise of E-Reading”
with Lee Rainie; “The
Future of the Book:
Innovation in Traditional
Industries” with Duane
Bray of IDEO; “The Ebook
Elephant in the Room”;
and “Digital Literacy and
Libraries: Designing What
Comes Next.”
Preconferences include:
“Libraries in the Cloud”
(AASL), “Web Content
Strategy for Libraries”
(LITA), and “Digital
Humanities in Theory and
Practice: Tools and
Methods for Librarians”
(ACRL).
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homeschooling community, but how to start?”...
American Libraries column, May/June

Building the Digital Public Library

Laurie Borman writes: “There are no bricks,
architect, or blueprint for the Digital Public
Library of America (DPLA). But as John G.
Palfrey Jr. (right), faculty codirector of Harvard University’s Berkman
Center for Internet and Society, said April 18 at the ACRL Spring
Virtual Institute, the DPLA has built a strong foundation through a
growing and vibrant community. The project, hatched in October 2010
by the Berkman Center, hopes to create a free, open, large-scale
digital public library, with a launch by April 2013.”...
AL: E-Content, Apr. 19

Go back to the Top

ALA News
Why you should go to ALA Annual

Making the case for time off and support for travel and expenses to
attend a conference requires a solid understanding of the potential
benefits to the workplace, to both supervisors and your colleagues. A
new resource—“Making Your Case for Attending”—will help you
communicate the many ways that conference attendance can pay big
dividends. “In the Words of Your Colleagues” offers dozens of
testimonials from the 2011 ALA Annual Conference postconference
survey that show how attendees feel they benefited....
Conference Services, Apr. 23

An inspiring range of options

Innovation, thought leaders, and technology
are keys to transformation, and the 2012 ALA
Annual Conference delivers on all those fronts.
Energizing and transformative conversations,
programs, preconferences, discussion groups,
and high-profile speakers are lined up to spark creativity and foster
ideas. Full listings of related events, as well as details about the
highlights below, are on the ALA Annual Conference website....

Booklist Online just
keeps getting better.
There’s never been a
better time to
integrate Booklist
Online into your
collection-development
and readers’-advisory
workflow—and to
share it with your
library’s users, too.
Unlimited-use
subscriptions are great
for school districts,
public libraries, and
academic libraries.
NEW! From Booklist.

Great Libraries
of the World

Conference Services, Apr. 23

Why preserving history matters

Steve Berry writes: “More than 4.8 billion
artifacts are held in public trust by more than
30,000 archives, historical societies, libraries,
museums, scientific research collections, and
archaeological repositories in the United States, but lack of funding
places a third of these items at risk of being lost. This is why my wife,
Elizabeth, and I started our foundation, History Matters, and why I
am so proud to be the first national spokesman of the ALA’s
Preservation Week, April 22–28.” Consult the Preservation Week event
map....
Huffington Post, Apr. 23; ALCTS
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Bibliotheca
Thysiana, Leiden
University, Leiden,
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Legislative Day attendees seek funding

More than 350 librarians and library supporters from
across the country converged in Washington, D.C.,
April 23–24 to meet with members of Congress to
discuss key library issues during the ALA’s 38th
annual National Library Legislative Day (NLLD). The
event focused on supporting federal funding for the
nation’s libraries. This year, ALA included a virtual advocacy
component for library supporters who could not attend the
Washington meetings—advocates worked remotely to connect with
legislators via phone calls, emails, and social media platforms....
Washington Office, Apr. 24

One state’s experience at NLLD

Jazzy Wright writes: “Concern over
federal and state budget cuts to library
programs motivated Georgia State
Librarian Lamar Veatch (on right) to
make his 15th annual trip to Washington,
D.C., for National Library Legislative Day
(NLLD). In fact, Veatch asserts, coming to D.C. is a big part of his
commitment to librarianship. ‘My job is to represent libraries, and it’s
a part of my professional responsibilities to do this,’ Veatch said. ‘If
I’m in Washington, I might make a difference. And, truthfully, it’s
fun.’”...
American Libraries news, Apr. 25

ALA election closes April 27

The 2012 ALA election will close at 11:59 p.m. Central time on April
27. If you have not yet cast your vote, please do so. If you have
“parked” your ballot (started but not yet completed), please return to
complete the process....
Office of ALA Governance, Apr. 20

World Book Night: A report from the field

Judith Rosen writes: “World Book Night, April 23: In
principle, what could be simpler than handing out a
free book, no strings attached. Just read, enjoy, and
pass to a friend. In reality, not so much. It took me 50
minutes to hand out 20 copies of Tim O’Brien’s The
Things They Carried to commuters in Central Square,
Cambridge, Massachusetts, as they wended their way
home from work. Maybe I should have taken the
morning’s pouring rain as an omen.” The Washington Post has more
World Book Night anecdotes....
Publishers Weekly: PWxyz, Apr. 24; Washington Post, Apr. 24

Choose Privacy Week resources

May 1–7 is Choose Privacy Week, ALA’s
campaign to educate the public on how to
protect their privacy and understand their
rights. The keynote event of the week will be
the May 3 premiere on privacyrevolution.org of a new documentary
on privacy, government surveillance, and civil liberties that libraries
can share with their communities. Other resources include: A video
podcast (2:19) from Office for Intellectual Freedom Executive Director
Barbara Jones (above) highlighting the importance of privacy rights in
the digital age; online presentations from Michael German, George
Christian, and Amie Stepanovich that explore the growing impact of
surveillance on civil liberties that will be released April 25–27; and
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Netherlands. The
library was built in
1657 to house the
book collection of the
lawyer Johannes
Thysius. Upon his
death, he bequeathed
funds to build a public
library. Designed by
architect Arent van ’s
Gravesande, the
building is in the
Dutch Baroque style
and regarded as one
of the jewels of 17thcentury Dutch
architecture.

DOK Library Concept
Center, Delft,
Netherlands. The city
commissioned
architects Liesbeth van
der Pol and Aequo BV
to renovate, expand,
and redesign a gloomy
1970s building into an
inviting, 21st-century
music, art, and public
library. The library that
opened in 2007 is a
vividly colorful,
innovative space with
futuristic computer
workstations; listening
pods for music; Xbox
and PlayStation
gaming kiosks;
comfortable chairs; a
circulating art
collection; a videobased public
information system on
a Wii channel; current
newspapers and
magazines in different
languages displayed in
recyclable bins;
movable bookshelves;
elaborate signage at
eye-level and on the
floors; huge glass
windows and glass
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posts from five guest bloggers during Choose Privacy Week....
Office for Intellectual Freedom, Apr. 24; YouTube, Apr. 24

Jamal Joseph to address JCLC

Author, director, and activist Jamal Joseph (right) will
be the closing general session speaker at the Joint
Conference of Librarians of Color September 19–23 in
Kansas City, Missouri. In 1970, Joseph exhorted
students at Columbia University to burn the college to
the ground. Today, he is an associate professor at
Columbia’s School of the Arts film division. His
personal odyssey, from the streets of Harlem to Rikers Island,
Leavenworth, and Columbia, is detailed in his book Panther Baby: A
Life of Rebellion and Reinvention....
Office for Diversity, Apr. 24

The power of storytelling in your job search

How many times have you heard the words, “Tell me about yourself”?
Did you know that this interview question is a fantastic opportunity for
you to distinguish yourself from other candidates? Join the ALA
JobLIST Placement Center for the next in a series of online chats on
April 26 to discuss how you can make these opportunities work for
you....
Human Resource Development and Recruitment, Apr. 19

New ALA Google Policy Fellow

ceiling; wireless
internet connections; a
technology training
area; and youth areas
where children and
teens can read graphic
novels, play with toys,
or download
information to mobile
phones.
This AL Direct feature
showcases 250 libraries
around the world that are
notable for their exquisite
architecture, historic
collections, and innovative
services. If you find yourself
on vacation near one of
them, be sure to stop by for
a visit. The entire list will be
available in The Whole
Library Handbook 5, edited
by George M. Eberhart, which
is scheduled for publication in
2013 by ALA Editions. There
is also a Great Libraries of
the World Pinterest board.

Derek Attig (right), a doctoral student at the University
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, will serve as ALA’s
2012 Google Policy Fellow. Attig will spend 10 weeks
this summer at the ALA office in Washington, D.C.,
working on technology and internet policy issues. As a
Google Policy Fellow, Attig’s work will involve the
future of libraries and the examination of new models
for the physical infrastructure of libraries....
Office for Information Technology Policy, Apr. 20

Students can join ALA for one low price

ALA offers three categories of joint memberships: Joint
Student Membership, Joint Library Support Staff
Membership, and Joint Trustee Membership. You can
join online via ALA’s secure database. If you prefer to
pay by check or money order, you may also complete and mail in a
paper form. Twenty chapters (state library associations) are allowing
students to join them and ALA for one low price of $35, from now
through August 31....
ALA Student Membership Blog, Apr. 18

Career Leads
from

New joint membership program for trustees

ALA and ALTAFF have announced a new Joint Trustee Membership
program with ALA chapters. Trustees new to ALA and the chapter can
join three great organizations for only $100, a 30% discount. Five
ALA chapters have already signed up to participate. To make signing
up easier, ALA has created new online forms for all joint
memberships....
ALA Membership Blog, Apr. 18

Protecting intellectual freedom

Published by ALA Editions, Protecting Intellectual
Freedom in Your Public Library by June PinnellStephens offers reliable how-to guidance for public
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Associate Editor,
American Libraries,
Chicago. ALA’s
American Libraries
magazine seeks an
Associate Editor to join
the editorial and
production team that
produces ALA’s flagship
membership magazine,
the American Libraries

AL Direct, April 25, 2012

librarians and paraprofessionals when confronted with
challenges like censorship and policy disputes. A
valuable resource chock-full of case studies, real-life
examples, and hypothetical scenarios, this book
provides practical advice on how to effectively handle
intellectual freedom challenges....
ALA Editions, Apr. 20

Herbert Putnam and ALA’s Library War
Service

Larry Nix writes: “The United States declared war on
Germany and entered World War I on April 6, 1917.
In the same month, Librarian of Congress Herbert
Putnam (right) initiated events that led to the
creation of the ALA’s Library War Service, one of the
Association’s most ambitious and successful undertakings. Putnam
presented his idea of furnishing books to the American army in a
meeting with Secretary of War Newton D. Baker, who responded
positively to the idea.”...
Library History Buff Blog, Apr. 24

Go back to the Top

website, the American
Libraries Direct enewsletter, and other
media products.
Reporting to the
Managing Editor, the
Associate Editor is
responsible for editing
and packaging feature
articles, reporting and
writing news and event
coverage for print and
online publication,
supporting weekly
publication of the enewsletter, meeting
daily deadlines,
contributing to the
magazine’s social media
presence, and working
with freelance writers,
photographers, and
illustrators....

@
Featured review: Adult nonfiction

Cohen, Rich. The Fish That Ate the Whale:
The Life and Times of America’s Banana King.
June 2012. 320p. Farrar, hardcover (978-0374-29927-9).
In this gripping biography—it’s as pageturningly exciting as any thriller—Samuel
Zemurray, once the most powerful banana
importer in America, comes off as a sort of
real-world Charles Foster Kane (if Kane had
been in the fruit trade and not a
newspaperman). Zemurray was not above fomenting rebellion
in foreign countries to ensure that he had a ready supply of
bananas, and he was such a ruthless and clever businessman
that he went head-to-head with the mighty United Fruit—itself
an extremely powerful entity—and emerged victorious. Cohen’s
lively and entertaining prose style (“a ripe banana you have
left in the sun that has become as freckled as a Hardy boy”;
“juke joints that stayed open from can till can’t”) provides the
perfect vehicle for this story of a surprisingly cutthroat
world....
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More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week

The Nelson Mandela
Centre of Memory
digital archive was
launched in March
2012 to coincide with
the 60th anniversary

AL Direct, April 25, 2012

May is Mystery Month

Every year, the jewel in Booklist Mystery
Month’s crown is the Mystery Showcase
issue—an annual highlight for Booklist
readers since 1997. The Mystery Showcase
issue is packed with more than 100 new
mystery reviews and best-of lists, as well as
an array of features, including: “The Year’s
Best Crime Novels,” with the top 10 crime
novels of the year. A mystery-themed issue
of the free e-newsletter REaD ALERT mails on May 3, offering
all mystery and no filler, and, just a week later, dozens of free
mystery reviews will debut in Booklist Online Exclusives....

These commutes are not recommended

Keir Graff writes: “If you think that all Booklist editors review
are a lot of books, audiobooks, and databases, think again. As
proven by these evaluations of their trips to work, once the
book-critical part of the brain has been activated, it’s
impossible to turn it off.”...
Likely Stories, Apr. 24

@

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
Go back to the Top

of the date the South
African leader became
an attorney. The
website includes
photos, videos, letters,
and personal
documents about
Mandela’s life and
times, with some
archival data dating
back to 1929. The
project is a joint
venture between the
Nelson Mandela Centre
of Memory in
Houghton, South
Africa, and the Google
Cultural Institute.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site, Check out
our Featured Digital
Libraries Pinterest board.

Public
Perception

Anaheim Update
Surviving Anaheim

The countdown is on: Only two months until the ALA Annual
Conference in Anaheim. Have you registered yet? Remember to take
advantage of Early Bird registration until May 13. YALSA’s Conference
Marketing and Local Arrangements Committee has shared practical
tips on how to make the most of your ALA experience and many
reasons to come to Anaheim. Now that the big event is approaching,
here is a refresher....
YALSA Blog, Apr. 24

Visiting Disneyland in just one day

Wayne Toigo writes: “Recently our team discussed
how to tour the Disneyland Resort if you had just
one day to visit—either as an experienced visitor or
if you were making your first visit to Disneyland.
What would you do? How would you spend your
day? Here is my version of the One Day at
Disneyland plan. I recommend it for the first-time
Disneyland visitor, or the experienced visitor who
only has one day to spend at the Disneyland Resort.”...
DIS Unplugged Disney Blog, Mar. 18

Disneyland apps
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How the World
Sees Us

“The problem is,
Google aspires to
know everything.
Knowledge is
control. Give Google
the right search
terms and almost
anything known will
soon be on your
computer screen.
Now much mail is
‘Gmail’—living on
Google’s servers.
Google offers online
office programs and
storage of your
private and business
documents. Our
privacy is in many
ways determined by
the benevolence of
Google. Woe to us
when Google goes
bad.”
—Dennis E. Powell, “We’ll

AL Direct, April 25, 2012

Ian Hamilton writes: “In February, Disney released
its official free Mobile Magic app for iPhone,
providing wait times and other important
information for visits to the park straight from the
company. But unofficial Disneyland apps—including
MouseWait—have long filled the void left by Disney
on the iPhone. The Mobile Magic app has been
available on Android for a while. So what app should you take into
the park the next time you visit?”...

Miss Libraries When Google
Takes Over the World,”
Athens (Ohio) News, Apr. 22.

@

More quotes...

Orange County (Calif.) Register: Around Disney, Feb. 24, Mar. 8

How Doritos were born at
Disneyland

Gustavo Arellano writes: “Just months after
Disneyland opened in 1955, Frito-Lay
founder Elmer Doolin convinced Walt Disney
to let him open Casa de Fritos, a Mexican
restaurant, in Frontierland. The food was
straightforward Tex-Mex and it exceeded all
expectations, swarmed by tourists who sought to taste Mexican
cuisine for the first time. One day in the early 1960s, a route
salesman for local Frito-Lay contractor Alex Foods saw discarded
tortillas and told the cook to make them into tortilla chips instead of
just tossing them in the trash. Doritos debuted in 1966.” Watch this
video compilation (2:05) of Casa de Fritos ads and promotional
materials....
Orange County (Calif.) Register, Apr. 5; YouTube, June 9, 2011

ADA rules on hotel room
accessibility

Critics of the 1990 Americans with Disabilities
Act have said the legislation was vague and
some issues could be resolved only by
litigation. The 2010 ADA Standards for
Accessible Design provide a level of detail that
the original law did not, covering some of the
issues in making a hotel reservation. Until the 2010 standards became
effective on March 15 of this year, the responsibility of a hotel to
provide and guarantee reservations was somewhat clouded. The
current requirement, when someone books a specific type of room, is
that the room be “hard blocked” and available at check-in....
Los Angeles Times, Apr. 15

Go back to the Top

Preservation Week: Caring
for Your LP Records

Archiving America: Ken
Burns
'To Kill a Mockingbird': In a
World That Needs Him Now,
Atticus Finch Continues to
Inspire
Laura Nyro: Finally Inducted
into Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame
Treat Your Pet Well or
Suffer the Consequences
Money Smart Week @ your
library
Nine Iconic Full-Length
Paintings by Great
Impressionist Renoir on
Display
How to Get a Great Job:
Mastering Twenty-first
Century Networking

Join Us on Facebook
Subscribe to our
Newsletter

Division News
“The Laugh’s on Us” at ALA Annual
Conference

ALTAFF will host “The Laugh’s on Us,” sponsored by
Playaway, on June 24 at the 2012 ALA Annual
Conference in Anaheim. Lizz Winstead (right),
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cocreator and former head writer of The Daily Show,
will join comedian and ALTAFF spokesperson Paula
Poundstone for the event, which will also feature
Carlos Kotkin, Tracy McMillan, Julia Pandl, and Joel
Stein. Purchase tickets early to this event, which is always a sellout....
ALTAFF, Apr. 23

ACRL announces conference keynoters

Education reform crusader Geoffrey Canada (right),
punk icon and spoken word artist Henry Rollins, and
Emmy award-winning journalist Maria Hinojosa will
present keynote speeches at the ACRL 2013 conference
in Indianapolis April 10–13. Proposals for contributed
papers, panel sessions, workshops, and preconferences
are due May 13. Registration for the conference will
open in May....
ACRL, Apr. 24

ACRL has four new discussion groups

ACRL has established four new discussion groups, which were
approved by the ACRL Board of Directors during the 2011–2012 fiscal
year: The Digital Humanities Discussion Group, the International
Perspectives on Academic and Research Libraries Discussion Group,
the Leadership Discussion Group, and the Student Retention
Discussion Group....
ACRL, Apr. 20

LRTS now available online

ALCTS has launched eLRTS, a new website and
electronic archive for Library Resources and Technical Services, the
ALCTS journal. The site includes more than 17 years’ worth of LRTS
issues in a fully searchable archive, HTML (2007 to present) and PDF
(1996 to present) versions, the ability to purchase individual articles,
unlimited simultaneous access for subscribing institutions, and
personalization tools. Subscribe online....
ALCTS, Apr. 24

YALSA seeks book groups for Teens’ Top
Ten nominations

YALSA is now accepting applications from young adult
book discussion groups that want to be a part of the
Teens’ Top Ten project. The 15 selected groups will
receive galleys of recent titles to evaluate, and at the
end of the year they will vote to determine 25
nominees for the Teens’ Top Ten poll. Each group will
serve a two-year term beginning in January 2013. Applications (Word
file) must be submitted electronically by an advisor who is a current
YALSA member by August 1....
YALSA, Apr. 24

Webinar on teen reading

Summer reading is right around the corner, and this webinar will offer
a crash course in the books you need to know to lure teens into the
library this summer. Join Shauna Yusko, teacher-librarian at
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Calendar
May 2–4:

Loleta Fyan Small
and Rural Libraries
Conference, Grand
Traverse Resort and
Spa, Traverse City,
Michigan.

May 15–16:

Discovery Tool
Implementation and
Selection, ALCTS eforum.

May 16–18:

Designing Libraries
for the 21st Century
Conference, MacEwan
Hall, University of
Calgary.

June 28– 29:

University of Illinois,
eTextbook
Unconference, I Hotel
and Conference
Center, Champaign.

July 21–24:

American Association
of Law Libraries,
Annual Meeting and
Conference, Boston.
“Learn, Connect,
Grow.”

Sept. 9–11:

R-Squared Risk and
Reward Conference,
Telluride Conference
Center, Colorado.

Oct. 1–5:

iPRES 2012,
Conference on Digital
Preservation, Chestnut
Convention Centre,
University of Toronto.

Oct. 18–21:

Access 2012
Conference, Montreal.
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Evergreen Junior High in Redmond, Washington, for “Book Blitz! 45
Must-Know YA Titles in 60 Minutes” on May 17. Register online....
YALSA, Apr. 20

YALSA program proposals

YALSA will accept proposals for its programs for the 2013 ALA Annual
Conference in Chicago, June 27–July 2. Proposals may be submitted
through May 31. Individuals may submit multiple proposals, although
no individual will be chosen to present or copresent more than one
program....
YALSA, Apr. 19

YALSA launches sponsorship program

YALSA has created a new sponsorship program that will provide a
simple way for vendors and others to connect with the division’s more
than 5,000 members. Sponsorship opportunities include YALSA events
at Annual, Midwinter, and the Young Adult Literature Symposium....
YALSA, Apr. 24
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Awards & Grants
2012 John Cotton Dana Library
Public Relations Award

Eight libraries were selected from 108
submissions as winners of the 2012 John Cotton
Dana Library Public Relations Award. Winners
included Cedar Rapids (Iowa) Public Library’s rebranding in
preparation for the reopening of the main downtown library that had
been devastated in a 2008 flood; Contra Costa (Calif.) Public Library’s
QR code-based “Snap & Go” campaign; and the Emily Jones Pointer
Library in Como, Mississippi, which enlisted teens to record life stories
of local residents (above) for visiting tourists on the Mississippi Blues
Trail....
LLAMA, Apr. 24

Sen. Jack Reed receives Crystal
Apple award

AASL President Carl Harvey presented the
2012 Crystal Apple, which recognizes an
individual or group for a significant impact
on school library programs and students, to
Sen. Jack Reed (D-R.I.) at a ceremony
(right) in conjunction with National Library Legislative Day April 23.
Reed has advocated in the Senate for the Strengthening Kids’ Interest
in Learning and Libraries (SKILLs) Act and funding for the Library
Services and Technology Act. He was also recognized with an
Honorary Membership, ALA’s highest honor....

Oct. 26–31:

American Society for
Information Science
and Technology,
Annual Meeting,
Baltimore.
“Information,
Interaction,
Innovation: Celebrating
the Past, Constructing
the Present, and
Creating the Future.”

Nov. 1–4:

Conference on
Information Systems
Applied Research /
Information Systems
Educators
Conference, New
Orleans.

Nov. 29–30:

Association for
Information
Management,
Translating and the
Computer Conference,
London, UK.

@

More...

Contact Us

American Libraries
Direct

AL Direct is a free electronic
newsletter emailed every
Wednesday to personal
members of the American
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WHCLIST Award to Kentucky advocate

Louis “Buzz” Carmichael, trustee of Lexington (Ky.) Public Library for
four years, received the White House Conference on Library and
Information Services Taskforce Award April 24 as part of National
Library Legislative Day in Washington, D.C. WHCLIST recognizes a
nonlibrarian advocate for libraries and provides the winner a stipend
to travel to National Library Legislative Day....
ALA Washington Office, Apr. 24
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H. W. Wilson Library Staff Development Grant

ALA has chosen the Virginia Beach (Va.) Public Library as the winner
of the 2012 H. W. Wilson Staff Development Grant, for its innovative
concept of a hands-on staff training program titled “Petting Zoo.” This
annual award of $3,500 is given to a library organization whose
application demonstrates the greatest merit for a program in
furthering its staff development goals and objectives. The library plans
to purchase a variety of digital devices to create a “Petting Zoo” to
provide hands-on training for staff....
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RUSA RSS Service Achievement Award

Lisa R. Horowitz (right), assessment librarian for
administrative services and user experience at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology Libraries in
Cambridge, is the 2012 winner of the RUSA Reference
Services Section Service Achievement Award. The
award recognizes Horowitz’s sustained contributions to
RSS since its founding....
RUSA, Apr. 24

2012 AASL Distinguished Service Award

Sharon Coatney (right), senior acquisitions editor for
Libraries Unlimited, is the 2012 recipient of the AASL
Distinguished Service Award, which recognizes an
individual who has made an outstanding national
contribution to school librarianship and school library
development. Dedicated to the profession, Coatney has
been described as “influential in providing a model of
what a school library should be.”...
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2012 AASL Collaborative School Library Award

The “EDSET Research Poster Session and Podcast Project” team from
Albany (Calif.) High School has won the 2012 AASL Collaborative
School Library Award. The team—consisting of school librarian Sara
Oremland, environmental science teacher Darren McNally, history
teacher Corinne Berletti, and English teacher Jessica Park—works with
junior and senior high school students participating in the school’s
Environmental Design, Sciences, Engineering, and Technology
(EDSET) academy....
AASL, Apr. 23

Pacific Glory wins Boyd Award

Pacific Glory by P. T. Deutermann (St. Martin’s) is the
winner of the 2012 W. Y. Boyd Literary Award. The
$5,000 award, donated by author W. Y. Boyd II,
honors the best fiction set in a period when the United
States was at war, and will be presented at the ALA
Annual Conference in Anaheim. Pacific Glory depicts
naval action in the Pacific during World War II from
Guadalcanal to Leyte Gulf....
Office of ALA Governance, Apr. 24

2012 AASL Innovative Reading
Grant

Kristine Klopp’s project, “Square Off for
Reading!” is the 2012 recipient of the AASL
Innovative Reading Grant. Sponsored by
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Capstone, this grant of $2,500 supports the
planning and implementation of a unique and
innovative program for children that motivates
and encourages reading, especially with struggling readers. The
project will pair Klopp (right), librarian at Lindbergh Elementary
School in Madison, Wisconsin, with the school’s educational specialist
to provide a fun and challenging summer reading program....
AASL, Apr. 23

2012 BRASS Student Travel Award

Ilana Barnes (right), circulation supervisor and
reference assistant at the University of Michigan Kresge
Business Administration Library and a student at the
University of Michigan’s School of Information, is the
2012 recipient of the Gale Cengage Learning Student
Travel Award, a travel grant given annually by the
RUSA Business Reference and Services Section....
RUSA, Apr. 23

Internet Hall of Fame established

To mark its 20th anniversary, the Internet Society (with offices in
Geneva and Reston, Virginia) has established an Internet Hall of Fame
to identify, recognize, and celebrate individuals who have fueled the
development of the internet and used it to transform the lives of
people throughout the world. The 33 inductees in 2012 are from nine
countries and include Tim Berners-Lee, Brewster Kahle, Vint Cerf,
Craig Newmark, and Al Gore....
Internet Society, Apr. 23

Bookmobile gets Fueling Good
award

The Friends group of the Columbia County
(Pa.) Traveling Library (right) has been named
a 2012 Winter Fueling Good winner by CITGO,
an award that consists of $5,000 in CITGO gift
cards. The prize is intended to boost the bookmobile’s travel budget
after record flooding in 2011 severely damaged the library’s
headquarters, which sustained $70,000 in uninsured losses.
Registration for the next Fueling Good program will open for all
501(c)(3) nonprofits within the CITGO marketing area on September
4....
CITGO, Apr. 24

2012 Irma Black Award

Thousands of children have discussed, considered,
and voted, and the 2012 winner of the Irma Black
Award is What Animals Really Like (Abrams, 2011),
written and illustrated by Fiona Robinson. Each
year, the Irma Simonton Black and James H. Black
Award for Excellence in Children’s Literature is
presented to an outstanding book for young
children in which text and illustrations are inseparable. This year,
more than 9,000 children internationally read or heard aloud all four
finalists....
EarlyWord: The Publisher | Librarian Connection, Apr. 22
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2011 Los Angeles Times Book Prizes

The 2011 Los Angeles Times Book Prizes were
presented April 20 in a ceremony in the Bovard
Auditorium on the University of Southern California
campus. The winner in the Fiction category was Alex
Shakar’s Luminarium (SoHo Press), and the winner in
the History category was Richard White’s Railroaded:
The Transcontinentals and the Making of Modern
America (W. W. Norton)....
Los Angeles Times Book Prizes

2012 Ruth Lilly Poetry Prize

The Poetry Foundation has awarded poet W. S. Di
Piero (right) its 2012 Ruth Lilly Poetry Prize.
Presented annually to a living US poet whose
lifetime accomplishments warrant extraordinary
recognition, the prize is one of the most
prestigious awards given to American poets. At $100,000, it is also
one of the nation’s largest literary prizes. Di Piero has authored 10
books of poetry, including, most recently in 2011, Nitro Nights, as
well as five essay collections....
Poetry Foundation, Apr. 17

2012 ASJA Writing Awards

The American Society of Journalists and Authors
announced the recipients of its 2012 writing awards,
honoring outstanding nonfiction produced on a
freelance basis during the past year. The awards will
be presented April 26 during the 41st annual ASJA
Writers Conference in New York City. The winner in
General Nonfiction was Running Away to Home by
Jennifer Wilson (St. Martin’s)....
American Society of Journalists and Authors, Apr. 10

Children’s Choice Book Awards voting closes May 3

The Children’s Choice Book Awards is the only national book awards
program where the winning titles are selected by children and teens.
Launched in 2008 by the Children’s Book Council and Every Child A
Reader (the CBC Foundation), the program was created to provide
young readers with an opportunity to voice their opinions about the
books being written for them. Teachers and librarians can vote on
behalf of their students here through May 3....
Children’s Choice Book Awards

Go back to the Top

Libraries in the News
Harvard criticizes high-priced
journals, pushes open access

In an April 17 memo to all faculty members, the
Harvard Faculty Advisory Council noted that
“large journal publishers have made the scholarly
communication environment fiscally unsustainable
and academically restrictive. This situation is
exacerbated by efforts of certain publishers to acquire, bundle, and
increase the pricing on journals.” It asked all faculty members to
make their research publicly available in open access journals. It
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advised the library to sign contracts that unbundle subscriptions and
concentrate on higher-use journals, move journals to a pay-per-use
system, and insist on subscription contracts in which the terms can be
made public. See SPARC’s guide for other open access actions....
Harvard University, Apr. 17; Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition

Anthony Marx answers questions about NYPL
changes

When the New York Public Library announced plans in 2008 to
renovate its Fifth Avenue main building, the project sounded
glamorous and exciting: For the first time, the landmark would
become a circulating as well as a research library. Scholars, writers,
and the general public have raised serious questions about the
changes. NYPL President Anthony Marx agreed to answer a few of
them....
New York Times, Apr. 20–21

The Queens Library: An endangered jewel

In what has become an annual struggle, New York’s executive budget
for 2013 proposes a 31% cut in public funding of libraries citywide.
For the Queens system, which operates independently from the New
York and Brooklyn Public Libraries, such a cut would likely mean
closing 18 branches while 30 others would be shuttered most of the
week. Or so warns Thomas Galante, the library’s president, who
hopes that in May the city council will have second thoughts—as it did
last year, when it restored $23 million in budget cuts....
New York Daily News, Apr. 20

Dirty Cowboy too much for
Pennsylvania school district

The Annville-Cleona (Pa.) School District board voted
April 19 to remove the children’s book The Dirty
Cowboy from elementary-school library shelves
because of its illustrative content, involving a cartoon
cowboy taking his annual bath. The book was written
by Amy Timberlake and illustrated by Adam Rex.
After a parent’s complaint, the school board voted
unanimously, with one absence, to pull the book. Timberlake
described the action as “ridiculous.”...
Lebanon (Pa.) Daily News, Apr. 20

UK parents complain about books too

While Americans are busy protesting the violence and
offensive language in The Hunger Games, parents in
the UK are focusing their complaints on the “coarse
language” of Roald Dahl and the violence of the
Horrible History books, according to a survey of the
country’s libraries. The poll covered more than 300
complaints received over the last five years at 98
library authorities in the UK about “unsuitable,
inappropriate, or offensive” books. Half the complaints
were about children’s books....
The Guardian (UK), Apr. 23

Librarian recovering after assault

A librarian is recovering from a concussion after she was beaten up by
a 19-year-old in the children’s room of the Auburn (Maine) Public
Library April 20 in view of young kids. Library Director Lynn Lockwood
said Kewane Pontoo had been on the library’s upper floor and acting
agitated, so she asked him to calm down or leave. He went into the
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children’s room and struck Children’s Librarian Laurie Pinkham
multiple times. Pontoo was restrained by a patron and staff until
police arrived. He has been charged with three counts of assault....
Lewiston-Auburn (Maine) Sun-Journal, Apr. 24

Occupy Bangor occupies library budget talks

Five months after the Occupy Bangor movement occupied Peirce Park
and the Bangor (Maine) Public Library grounds for almost a month,
library officials faced some tough questions during a city council
budget session April 19. After the library’s presentation, Mayor Cary
Weston asked why Occupy protesters were not barred from the library
grounds after hours from October 29 until December 4, 2011. “We’re
open to everyone and I don’t want to see this become a political
thing,” Director Barbara McDade said....
Bangor (Maine) Daily News, Apr. 24

Law librarian has strong showing on
Jeopardy

Michelle LaLonde’s run as the Jeopardy champion lasted
just one episode this week. LaLonde (right), law
librarian for the US Court of Appeals for the Sixth
Circuit, was the leader heading into the last question
April 17 in the category “Museums.” She said felt
confident about her knowledge of the topic and
wagered $5,500 of her $8,800 pot. LaLonde and the other two
contestants answered incorrectly, but her large wager dropped her
into second place behind winner Mary Harris....
Novi (Mich.) News, Apr. 20

Mercer librarian is a Pillsbury Bake-Off
champ

Mercer County (N.J.) Community College reference
librarian Donna Wolfe (right) was the winner in the
“Dinner Made Easy” category for Pillsbury’s 45th BakeOff Contest held March 25–27 in Orlando, Florida.
Although she did not take home the million-dollar
grand prize, she was a finalist and earned $5,000 for
her Chicken Empanada Cones. The Bake-Off, held every two years, is
one of the highest-profile cooking competitions in the US....
The College Voice, Apr. 23

The Not So Quiet Librarian

A one-actor play detailing the life of librarian Forrest
Brisbin Spaulding (right) was performed April 18 by
Tom Milligan, of the Old Creamery Theatre, at the
Kendall Young Library Friends meeting in Webster City,
Iowa. The Not So Quiet Librarian, written in 2006 by
playwright Cynthia Mercati, tells the story of
Spaulding, who served as director of the Des Moines
Public Library in 1917–1919 and 1927–1952. He is
also known as the original author of the Library Bill of Rights, which
was adopted by ALA in 1939....
Webster City (Iowa) Daily Freeman-Journal, Apr. 20

Romania opens new National
Library building

The new National Library of Romania opened
its doors in a monumental building in
Bucharest on April 23, more than 20 years
after its foundations were laid under the
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former communist regime. Shortly after
dictator Nicolae Ceausescu was overthrown in 1989, construction
stopped due to lack of funds. Work resumed in March 2009, and the
new facility will ultimately hold some 12 million volumes....
Agence France-Presse, Apr. 23

Go back to the Top

Issues
ALA urges library advocates to
oppose CISPA

ALA President Molly Raphael urged several
hundred library advocates April 24 to petition
their elected officials to oppose H.R. 3523, the
Cybersecurity Information Sharing and Protection
Act (CISPA). “We cannot stand by silently and let
a federal law trump all of the federal and state
laws that protect personal privacy,” Raphael said. “This is especially
so when a bill like H.R. 3523 allows for an excessive amount of
information that could be shared between the private sector and the
government.” ALA’s stance was applauded by geek culture blogger
Eric Limer. You can still call or email or Tweet your support: Visit
Capwiz to find elected officials by ZIP code as well as talking points
for your messages. Members of the House said April 24 that they will
modify the bill’s language in a nod to the American Civil Liberties
Union, which has expressed strong opposition thus far....

ALA Washington Office, Apr. 24; Geekosystem, Apr. 24; ALTAFF, Apr. 24; YALSA, Apr. 20;
Ars Technica, Apr. 24

Don’t expect a big CISPA fight

Dave Copeland writes: “Joel Kaplan, Facebook’s
vice president of US public policy, issued a
statement April 13 that the company has ‘no
intention’ of sharing ‘sensitive personal
information with the government in the name
of protecting cybersecurity,’ and explained why the company is
supporting CISPA but did not support SOPA—which would have
required such sharing. The question for privacy advocates is whether
or not Facebook can be trusted.”...
ReadWriteWeb, Apr. 20

Thinking through a DRM strategy

Joseph Esposito writes: “If publishers were to drop Digital Rights
Management, as is being openly discussed nowadays, what would
happen? Well, this would have no effect whatsoever on the large filesharing sites because they already have access to all the books they
could possibly want. But in terms of casual infringement, the situation
may be different. The real economic weakness of a no-DRM strategy
is the propensity for people to organize themselves (or be organized
by others) into communities, where casual sharing can alter the
structure of markets.”...
The Scholarly Kitchen, Apr. 23; Defective by Design, Feb. 2
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Are copyright infringers pirates and
thieves?

Asher Hawkins writes: “The habit of relying on metaphors
such as ‘piracy’ and ‘theft’ to describe violations of
copyright protections can elicit enraged reactions online
‘it’s infringement, not theft!’ is one common lament. True as that may
be, using tough words in the copyright context is a centuries-old
practice. Consider the following.”...
Ars Technica: Tech Policy, Apr. 19

Library Copyright Alliance files amicus in HathiTrust
case

The Library Copyright Alliance (consisting of ALA, ACRL, and the
Association of Research Libraries) filed an amicus brief (PDF file) April
20 in the Authors Guild v. HathiTrust copyright case. The brief was
written by policy analyst Jonathan Band. It argues that the Authors
Guild advances a radical and unprecedented interpretation of the
copyright code—asserting that Section 108 limits the availability of
the fair use right—which would prevent libraries from performing their
most basic functions....
ACRL Insider, Apr. 24

DIY universities and open education

Gwen Evans writes: “DIY universities and the
coming transformation of education are all the
rage these days, as prestigious universities and
professors, Edupunks, loose collaboratives, and start-ups participate
in collaborative free online offerings through various platforms and
with different aims: Coursera, Khan Academy, P2PU, MIT
OpenCourseWare, Udacity, NYU Open Education, and many more. This
is a call to action for us. Instead of endlessly debating what this
might mean for academic libraries, I suggest actually signing up for a
course and experiencing it firsthand.”...
ACRL Tech Connect, Apr. 23

Consumers using Facebook, Twitter
for health advice

Lance Whitney writes: “Polling 1,060 US adults in
February, PricewaterhouseCoopers found that one
third use social media to find medical
information, research‚ and share symptoms, and
offer their opinions about doctors, drugs,
treatments, and health plans. Among those polled, 41% said
information found through social media would affect their choice of a
doctor or hospital, 34% said it would affect their decision to take a
certain medication, and 32% said it would influence their choice of an
insurance plan.”...
CNET: Webware, Apr. 17

Go back to the Top

Tech Talk
Google Drive finally arrives

Greg Sterling writes: “After literally years of
speculation and a few weeks of intense
anticipation, Google Drive has arrived. Google
Docs is being folded into the new service.
Indeed, Google Drive is a logical extension of
Google’s current cloud platform. Google Drive
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users will have access to 5GB of free storage in the new service.
Additional storage can be purchased starting at $4 per month. Google
Drive is intended to work with multiple platforms and devices and it
will allow storage of all file types.” Lee Mathews compares Dropbox,
Google Drive, and Microsoft SkyDrive. Google Drive terms of service
compares unfavorably with the others....
Marketing Land, Apr. 24; Geek.com, Apr. 24; The Verge Forums, Apr. 24

File sharing just got easier through
Dropbox

Richard Byrne writes: “For a long time Google
Docs has made it very easy to publish work to the web by simply
selecting the ‘anyone with link’ or ‘make public on web’ options in the
sharing menu. Now Dropbox has gotten in on the easy file-sharing
game by introducing a very similar feature. The new Dropbox filesharing option allows you to publish to the web any file that is in your
Dropbox account.”...
Free Technology for Teachers, Apr. 23

Video walls in academic
libraries

Jeffrey R. Young writes: “A Hollywoodstyle trend is emerging on some
campuses: large-scale video walls. These
banks of high-definition monitors are
designed to let students and researchers
show images in a larger-than-life form to see details more clearly and
collaborate better. Call it Big-Screen Research. For college libraries,
Big-Screen Research symbolizes the size of their digital investments.
Brown University Librarian Harriette Hemmasi says she was inspired
to build a video wall after visiting a high-tech building in South Korea,
where some rooms had interactive displays on walls, ceilings, and
other surfaces.”...
Chronicle of Higher Education, Apr. 22

How to buy an LCD monitor

John R. Delaney writes: “The monitor you are
using right now probably came bundled with
your desktop PC, or maybe you bought it back
when 1,240 x 1,024 was considered high
resolution. Since you spend a huge part of each
day looking at it, however, it pays to be picky
when choosing an LCD monitor. Price ranges vary widely, as do the
quality of the panels. So how can you make an informed choice? We
will walk you through the latest trends in the display market, as well
as the specific features to look for in order to buy the best LCD
monitor out there.”...
PC Magazine, Mar. 30, Apr. 19

YouTube upgrades audio editing
tools

Trevor Mogg writes: “YouTube rolled out
more enhancements to the site’s video
editing tools in mid-April, offering users
better options when it comes to sound
mixing and adding music tracks. Users of
AudioSwap—the tool that allows you to replace the often dull sound
recorded live during your video shoot with a piece of suitable music—
will be pleased to hear that the library of songs has been expanded
enormously to more than 150,000 tracks, and will continue to grow.”
Watch the video (1:03)....
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Digital Trends, Apr. 19

Eight new Chrome extensions that you need now

Jackson Chung writes: “There are so many extensions in the Chrome
Web Store that it can be quite overwhelming to pick the right ones.
Luckily, we did the work of sifting through the thousands of
extensions for you, narrowed it down to just over 100 of the best
extensions and came up with our Best Chrome Extensions page.
Under ‘Browsing Aids’ we added Instant Translate—this extension
provides an in-browser interface that instantly translates highlighted
text.”...
MakeUseOf, Apr. 20

Change social network settings from
one place

Yaara Lancet writes: “Bliss Control helps you
control and change settings on multiple services,
all from one place. True, it’s not that big of a deal
to load each social networking site separately and
find the right spot in the settings you wish to
change, but Bliss Control can do it all for you from the same
interface.”...
MakeUseOf, Apr. 20

Ambitious photo tools that won’t
make you feel dumb

Bob Tedeschi writes: “If you want to share a photo
on the fly, there’s Instagram, and then there’s
everyone else. But for creating and sharing entire
photo albums, far fewer options exist. Thankfully,
that short list includes two newly released apps,
iPhoto and Pholium, that will appeal to many photographers.”...
New York Times, Apr. 18

Iris app: View Instagrams on your iPad

Leslie Horn writes: “Though Instagram finally landed on
Android, there isn’t yet a tablet version. With its big,
bright retina display, the iPad is the perfect venue to
browse photos. Iris satisfies that need, letting you
check out all your favorite filtered snapshots with
Apple’s slate. While you can’t actually publish photos to
Instagram with Iris, you can do almost everything else.
That includes perusing your feed, liking other people’s pics, and
following or unfollowing users.”...
Gizmodo, Apr. 19

James Bond gadgets you can make
from an old smartphone

Saikat Basu writes: “The smartphone is the
most sophisticated gadget we carry with us
every day. And while we don’t have our own Q
Branch working for us in a secret lab, thanks to
a few intrepid DIY-ers and hackers, we can
repurpose our old smartphones in our basements. I wouldn’t advise
you to brick a new smartphone while playing spy, but here are three
James Bond–styled spy gadgets you can make from an old
smartphone.”...
MakeUseOf, Apr. 25
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E-Content
Harvard Library releases nearly 100% of its records
Harvard University announced it is making more than 12 million
catalog records from the 73 Harvard libraries publicly available. The
records contain bibliographic information about books, videos, audio
recordings, images, manuscripts, and maps. The release is in
accordance with Harvard’s Open Metadata Policy and is under a
Creative Commons public domain license. The catalog records are in
MARC21 format and are available for bulk download....
Harvard University, Apr. 24

Publishing or publishing?

Christopher Harris writes: “One of the
interesting conversations that has emerged
from ALA’s Digital Content Working Group is
a comparison of Publishing with a capital P
and publishing with a lowercase p. Or, to be blunt, commercial
Publishing vs. self-publishing. But is there something in the middle?
Something between a capital P and a lowercase p?”...
AL: E-Content, Apr. 19

Why everyone is wrong about the DoJ ebooks case

Hugh Rundle writes: “I didn’t mean to write a post about this, but I
couldn’t help myself. Some of you won’t like what I have to say. I
have been following the Department of Justice price-fixing case for a
while now. Rather, I have been following the commentary online.
Reading the posts and the comments, I see two main themes—either
what could be loosely summarized as ‘DoJ #fail’ or ‘Amazon gives me
cheap ebooks, so what’s the problem?’ Let’s take a moment to
examine both arguments.”...
It’s Not About the Books, Apr. 19; Wall Street Journal, Apr. 11

Ebook price-fixing lawsuits hit Canada

Alleging that Apple and leading publishers conspired to make readers
pay more, Canadian lawyers have launched lawsuits echoing the
ebook price-fixing investigations recently initiated in the US. Two law
firms in Ontario and one in British Columbia have named Apple,
Hachette, HarperCollins, Macmillan, Penguin, Simon & Schuster, and
their Canadian subsidiaries in class action claims asserting the
companies colluded to “fix, maintain, increase, or control the price of
ebooks” as Apple was preparing to launch the iPad two years ago....
Toronto Star, Apr. 18

Ebook and print sales drive one
another

Paul Biba writes: “Self-publishing company Lulu
says the number of print titles it produced for 2011
was around 50,000, which was a 9% increase over
the prior year. Over 115,000 new ebook titles were
released during the same period, which is a 22% increase over the
prior year. What Lulu has found is that each of the two types of
formatting tends to help fuel sales of the other.”...
TeleRead, Apr. 20

Libraries loaning iPads

Michelle Kraft writes: “A few weeks ago I sent out an email to
MEDLIB-L asking for librarians who are circulating iPads to contact me
off list to answer some questions. I wanted to investigate the idea for
our library and I wanted to share the information for others on this
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blog. A lot of librarians got back to me. Here are some links about
library loaning projects, some current policies, apps loaded onto
library iPads, loan rules, and other suggestions.”...
The Krafty Librarian, Apr. 23

Which city buys the most e-readers?

Rohin Dhar writes: “If the self-appointed ‘elite’ members
of society avidly read, then the ‘elite of the elite’ must
avidly e-read, right? Who are these people and where do
they live? That city must surely be the most elite and
cultured city in America. It turns out all of our
preconceived notions about e-reader adoption was
wrong. When you dig into the data about where Kindles
are actually bought and sold, the most ‘cosmopolitan’ cities in
America are soundly beaten by mid-sized cities in the Midwest and
South.”...
The Atlantic, Apr. 18

Spanish railway launches “library
train”

Nate Hoffelder writes: “Catalan Government
Railways has teamed up with Random House
Mondadori, the Spanish subsidiary of Random
House, to let passengers read the first chapter
of selected ebook titles. In the first phase of the program, the railroad
has added signs with QR codes to trains running in Baix Llobregat, a
county on the coast of Catalonia. Passengers scan the codes and they
are directed to a RH website where they can read from one of the 40
titles.”...
The Digital Reader, Apr. 19

Digital Urtext

Karen Coyle writes: “As we reach a point where many of the classic
books of literature and science published before the magical date of
1923 have been digitized, it is time to consider the quality of those
copies and the issue of redundancy. While the digitized images of
pages may be relatively accurate, the underlying (and uncorrected,
for the most part) OCR introduces errors into the text. The amount of
error is often determined by the quality of the original or the vagaries
of older fonts.”...
Coyle’s InFormation, Apr. 25

Digital resources for early
learning

Kelsey Herron writes: “Specialized ebooks,
apps, and tablets marketed toward young children are ubiquitous
staples in toy stores, and it can be difficult to determine the
difference between an effective learning tool and the gratuitous use of
digital technology to entertain a child. To help parents and educators
sort through the choices, the Fred Rogers Center unveiled its new
early learning environment, called Ele, to catalog digital resources
that support early learning and development in children from birth to
age 5.”...
Spotlight on Digital Media and Learning, Apr. 5

How the iPad is changing
education

John Paul Titlow writes: “In a way, Apple didn’t
enter the education market. Rather, it followed
its customers there. By the time iBooks 2
landed in the App Store, many people had
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already seen the potential the iPad had to
change education. A growing number of college students have, on
their own accord, made the device a mainstay of their backpacks.
More importantly, several school districts wasted no time launching
pilot programs to use the iPad in the classroom in a more official
way.”...
ReadWriteWeb, Apr. 23

E-textbook catalog launched at University of
Minnesota

In an effort to reduce the costs of higher education, the University of
Minnesota’s College of Education and Human Development has created
the Open Academics textbook catalog. The catalog lists open
textbooks that faculty are free to customize by remixing, editing, and
adding their own content. Believed to be the first of its kind hosted at
a major research institution, the Open Academics catalog is available
for free to faculty worldwide....
University of Minnesota, Apr, 23

The magazine of the future (on
floppy disk)

Matt Novak writes: “In 1987, a small Dallasbased company launched a floppy-disk
magazine that was supposed to be a grand
experiment in the future of the medium. At
$19.95 an issue, The New Aladdin was a
bimonthly general-interest magazine that hoped to give readers an
entirely new kind of interactive experience; complete with animated
graphics, computer games, music, puzzles, and feature stories that
allowed you to ask questions. And it came with fancy 8-bit
graphics.”...
Smithsonian: Paleofuture, Apr. 23

Go back to the Top

Books & Reading
Goodreads: Another fast–growing
social network

Alicia Eler writes: “Goodreads is a social reading
site that’s easily pushing 20 million unique
visitors per month. It’s not talked about in the
same way as the über-addictive social networking darling du jour,
Pinterest, where users come, pin, and leave. There are other, far
more intriguing reasons why Goodreads is quietly building and
growing a smart, devoted host of members.”...
ReadWriteWeb, Apr. 19

What is YA literature, exactly?

Jen Doll writes: “What exactly is YA? What does it mean? Why did it
begin in the first place, and when was that? What has it become
since? We conferred with librarians, agents, publishing world
executives, and the experts of the internet to put together a primer
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of sorts. They don’t all agree, either—nor is this current-day definition
one that will remain so forever. As author and former YALSA President
Michael Cart writes, the term ‘is inherently amorphous, for its
constituent terms young adult and literature are dynamic, changing as
culture and society—which provide their context—change.’”...
The Atlantic Wire, Apr. 19

Strong family connections in YA lit

Jessica Miller writes: “These days it seems that major
complaints about young adult fiction often have to do
with the parents. I decided to hunt through the books
I’d read recently for examples of strong families and
was pleased to find some great reading choices: books
where the parents care and are actively involved in
their children’s lives, and books where families are
made stronger because of the obvious and open love
between parents, children, and siblings.”...
YALSA The Hub, Apr. 19

Staying afloat in a sea of YA
literature

Kim Anderson writes: “I love YA literature,
which is probably a good thing since at times it feels like I’m floating
in a sea of books. How can we be expected to sift through all of these
titles and find that magic novel that will turn all of our students into
life-long readers? The truth is, it takes work. But there are many
different options for getting to know more about YA literature by using
strategies that will keep even the most overwhelmed teacher-librarian
from despair.”...
YALSA Blog, Apr. 22

Ranking all 62 Stephen King books

Gilbert Cruz writes: “On April 24, Stephen King
released his latest novel, The Wind Through the
Keyhole, the eighth entry in his Dark Tower epic. It is
his 62nd book, if you count novels, nonfiction, and
short-story collections, and we are using its
publication as an excuse to look back over nearly 40
years’ worth of his work and make the tough, ruthless
calls to rank them all—no cop-out ties allowed. Read
on to see our choices, and then weigh in with your own rankings
below.”...
Vulture, Apr. 24

Seven bisexual characters in fiction

Daniel Lefferts writes: “Billy Abbott, the protagonist of
John Irving’s much-anticipated novel In One Person
(due out on May 8) has a decision to make: Miss
Frost, his burning librarian crush, or Kittredge, the
spry, charismatic wrestler? Meanwhile, he’s struggling
with his bisexual identity in a world that still treats
heterosexuality as normative. From Mrs. Dalloway to
Tom Ripley, here are seven literary characters who fall
in love with both men and women.”...
Huffington Post, Apr. 19

Can you guess these books from their
cover art?

Gabe Habash writes: “PWxyz thinks you should play
this game where we vacuumed up the words from the
covers of famous books and you have to guess the
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book just by the art. Special bonus points if you can
get #10. Actually, if you get all 10, we’ll write a song
for you and it’ll be super heartfelt. We like to use
falsetto. Answers at the end.”...
Publishers Weekly: PWxyz, Apr. 19
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Tips & Ideas
Rethinking mobile devices in schools

Wendy Stephens writes: “AASL, the Consortium for
School Networking, and other leading education groups
have authored a report aimed at guiding educational
decision makers as they reconsider policies on the use
of mobile technologies and social media in schools. The
full report, Making Progress: Rethinking State and
School District Policies Concerning Mobile Technologies
and Social Media, is downloadable online. I can see
myriad ways where the school librarian could become the go-to
person on these important trends in educational computing.”...
AASL Blog, Apr. 24

Journal metrics

Anna Sharman writes: “In early April, a new measure of the impact of
a journal was launched: Google Scholar Metrics. So it seems like a
good time to review the various metrics available for journals. Here I
summarize six measures of journal impact—the impact factor (IF), 5year IF, Google Scholar Metrics, SCImago Journal Rank (SJR), Source
Normalized Impact per Paper (SNIP), and Excellence in Research for
Australia (ERA) ranking.”...
sharmanedit, Apr. 12

Google: Pinterest is an extraordinary
problem solver

Matt Lynley writes: “Discovery of video is the
hardest problem Google faces right now. ‘If you
look at what we’re rooted in, it’s kind of obvious
what we’re looking for,’ said Google M&A chief,
David Lawee (right). ‘The most challenging
problem we have right now is discovery of video, that’s the most
challenging problem on the web. Social is one enabler, tagging is one
enabler. Pinterest is a way to discover things efficiently. You can find
videos you would like to watch or jewelry you would like to buy more
easily on the site.’”...
Business Insider, Apr. 19

A “Library of Congress” worth of data

Leslie Johnston writes: “When I wrote my March 23 post on the
Library of Congress as a unit of measure, I expected to receive some
feedback. And boy, did I. As expected, I received some new
examples. But what I also got were calls, emails, and tweets asking
why I didn’t set the record straight about the size of the library’s
digital collections, and share a number. The answer to the question
about the size of the collections is: It depends.”...
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The Signal: Digital Preservation, Apr. 25

OCLC Control Number expansion

OCLC numbers are assigned to WorldCat bibliographic records,
including Institution Records. The OCLC Control Number is anticipated
to reach one billion after July 1, 2013. At that point, OCLC will
increase the length of the number to accommodate a variable-length
number string. You may need to implement changes to ensure those
systems will be able to successfully handle the longer OCLC
number....
OCLC

RDA examples available

James Hennelly writes: “We have added full MARC record examples of
RDA cataloging. These examples were created by the Joint Steering
Committee for Development of RDA and fulfill one of the requests
that arose from the US RDA Test. Access the examples here. The link
will lead you to two PDF files, one containing examples of authority
records and one with bibliographic records. Both files are bookmarked
to allow for quick navigation.”...
RDA Toolkit Blog, Apr. 23

On form, format, media, content, and carrier

Jonathan Rochkind writes: “In response to a long-running thread on
RDA-L: It turns out form / format / media / content / carrier are
really complicated to understand. It turns out that most people’s
mental models for these things in fact aren’t internally consistent at
all (even librarians). Which is kind of why AACR2 / MARC turned into
the mess it is around this stuff. Here are some things that I think can
make RDA’s approach to these issues more understandable, more
likely to be implemented, and implementations more likely to be
successful.”...
Bibliographic Wilderness, Apr. 19

Cataloging rare books without a
title page

Matthew Heintzelman writes: “Cataloging
rare books and manuscripts can be a lot of
fun—most of the time. There are occasions
when one wants to throw one’s hands in
the air and cry ‘alas and alack.’ Many
uncataloged items in our arrearages are
there because they are incomplete in some way. Sometimes, the
books merely lack some pages. Unfortunately, the page that is most
often (or most noticeably) wanting is the title page. As a cataloger,
these books pose special problems.”...
Books from the HMML Basement, Apr. 20

The dirt on medieval manuscripts:
What it tells us

Early users of medieval books of hours and
prayer books left signs of their reading in the
form of fingerprints in the margins. The
darkness of their fingerprints correlates to
the intensity of their use and handling. A
densitometer—a machine that measures the
darkness of a reflecting surface—can reveal
which texts a reader favored. This article by Kathryn M. Rudy
introduces a new technique, densitometry, to measure a reader’s
response to various texts in a prayer book....
Journal of Historians of Netherlandish Art 2, no. 1–2 (2010)

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2012/april/042512-2.htm[10/8/2014 11:04:54 AM]

AL Direct, April 25, 2012

Ten clever tricks built into Gmail

Whitson Gordon writes: “Gmail is amazing. It’s chock full of
more shortcuts, settings, and features than you could
shake a stick at. Even if you consider yourself a Gmail
ninja, though, there are quite a few tricks you might not
know about (and some that Google didn’t even intend).
Here are our top 10 clever tricks built right into Gmail.”...
Lifehacker, Apr. 21

Libraries grow gardeners

Cities and towns throughout the country have
seen an increase in residents growing food in
backyard or community gardens. To help
cultivate this trend, public libraries are offering a
variety of tools and resources to first-time gardeners and advanced
horticulturists. Loveland (Colo.) Public Library hosted the Gardening @
your library lecture series this spring, while Bridgman (Mich.) Public
Library is starting a community garden where residents can rent
plots....
Campaign for America’s Libraries, Apr. 24

Letter to a new branch manager

Tara Kressler writes: “When I first began Management (I capitalize it
because that’s how important I thought myself and the position), I
was basically thrown in the fire. I think I turned out okay, but looking
back, what I really wished was that someone would have sat me
down and gave me a talking-to. I was passionate, eager, and
indignant, and while I cherish those qualities in a new manager, there
are some things that I wish I’d known.”...
Letters to a Young Librarian, Apr. 19

Understanding contemporary Japan

The Nippon Foundation is calling for applications for its
Book Donation Project 2012, “100 Books for
Understanding Contemporary Japan.” University and
public libraries around the world are invited to apply for
a donation of up to 100 highly informative books on
contemporary Japan in English. Send application
materials (Excel file) by September 14....
Nippon Foundation

Digital archive of women’s travel diaries
Michael Lieberman writes: “The Sallie Bingham Center
for Women’s History and Culture at Duke University
has a new digital collection on view. Women’s Travel
Diaries features over 100 diaries written by British
and American women who documented their travels
to places around the globe, including India, the West
Indies, countries in Europe, Africa, and the Middle
East, as well as around the United States.”...
Book Patrol, Apr. 19

Victorian materials for public use

Curt Hopkins writes: “The Victorian era has become
ridiculously popular in the new millennium. The dawn
of the modern technological age has long captured
the popular imagination, but now it has captured the
scientific imagination as well. Gale Cengage has
launched Nineteenth Century Collections Online, a
multiyear global digitization program. At the same
time, the British government has opened the formerly secret Migrated
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Archives (Record series FCO 141) to the public, a collection of 8,800
records from British colonial administrators. The records are available
on-site at the UK National Archives.”...
Ars Technica, Apr. 20

A book trailer that mocks book
trailers

Author Neal Stephenson, who cowrote
The Mongoliad: Book One, stars in a
book trailer spoof (2:23) to celebrate the
title’s April 24 release. Cue lights,
camera, harpsichord, and evocative world-map backdrop. En garde....
Wired: GeekDad, Apr. 24

Virginia Tech’s Vegetable
Verselets debuts April 29

After discovering a 1911 copy of Vegetable
Verselets by Margaret G. Hays and
illustrations by Grace G. Wiedersheim in
Special Collections at Virginia Tech’s
Newman Library, Associate Music Professor
Tracy Cowden commissioned
internationally renowned composer Daron Hagen to write music for it.
The book of poems playfully describes the discussions and antics of
various garden characters including the “Heart-Beets,” a “Narcissus
Cucumber,” and a regiment of cornstalks. The commissioned song
cycle will premiere April 29, with Cowden playing the piano and
Soprano Caroline Worra performing the libretto. Watch the video
(2:36)....
Virginia Tech, Dec. 11, 2011; Apr. 10
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