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American Libraries Online

Post-Irene, West Hartford library
lovers pitch in
Jen Vaughn writes: “The town of West Hartford,
Vermont, was hit hard on August 28 when
Hurricane Irene caused the White River to jump
the riverbanks it calls home. Come the morning
light, the library staff and volunteers found the
basement filled with water, which had
devastated the entire children’s book section. The library Friends plan
to post to their Facebook page updates on the flood as well as the
cleanup efforts of many volunteers, whose top priorities a week
afterwards were replacing wet insulation on the top floor behind the
baseboards and bleaching the basement.”...
American Libraries news, Sept. 6

Unavoidable disasters and unfathomable
disconnects
Beverly Goldberg writes: “The only recourse after disaster strikes is to
recover and learn from it. The library community is well aware of the
horror visited upon the Eastern seaboard by Hurricane Irene, and,
hearteningly, how communities are strategizing about how they’ll
restore library services even as they struggle to repair and rebuild
other essential town infrastructure. The libraries still standing after
Irene proudly withstood a different kind of flood: the influx of people
who flocked there to recharge their electronic devices and their souls,
as evidenced by the survey results posted by New Jersey State
Library.”...
AL: Inside Scoop, Sept. 7

Blockbuster’s failure yields survival
tips for libraries
Steven Smith and Carmelita Pickett write:
“Blockbuster, the former stock market darling
that once prospered through aggressive
marketing, savvy exploitation of technology, and
keen insights into customer preferences, filed for
bankruptcy in September 2010. Though some
analysts thought the filing could give the franchise time to reinvent
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itself, others predicted that the onetime video-rental colossus is steps
from the graveyard of retail obsolescence. There is a lesson or two for
libraries in this riches-to-rags story.”...
American Libraries feature

Internet Librarian: What’s gone is
gone
Joseph Janes writes: “I wasn’t intending to write
a 9/11 column. The 10th-anniversary rumblings
have already begun as I write this, and I’ve
started to ponder what I’ll do on the actual day.
Then I read an Associated Press story about
records and documents that were lost that day.
The article didn’t come as a complete surprise
until I got to the sentence that starts ‘Twenty-
one libraries were destroyed.’ Really? I never
knew that.” Read American Libraries’ 9/11 coverage in the November
2001 issue. The Loss and Recovery DVD, with interviews of librarians
who were witnesses to the attacks, was sponsored by American
Libraries and is still available from LVN....
American Libraries column, Sept./Oct.; Associated Press, July 30; American Libraries
feature, Nov. 2001

England’s libraries and the
funding crisis
Phil Bradley writes: “Like many other
countries, the United Kingdom has
experienced a series of financial shocks,
including a severe banking crisis. As part of
its program to reduce the deficit, the
government has called for a 26% real-terms
reduction in funding to local authorities. A key target for many
(although not all) local councils is the public library service. CILIP
estimates that more than 600 libraries in England could close. Many
local communities, authors, librarians, and Friends groups have begun
campaigning in support of their libraries.”...
American Libraries feature

ALA News

Millsap, Stripling seek
2013–2014 presidency
Gina J. Millsap and Barbara K.
Stripling are the candidates for ALA
president in 2013–2014. Millsap is the
chief executive officer of the Topeka
and Shawnee County (Kan.) Public
Library. She served as the 2009–
2010 president of LLAMA. Stripling
currently serves as the director of school library services for the New
York City Department of Education; in January she will move to
Syracuse University in New York as assistant professor of practice.
She served as a member-at-large on ALA Council from 1992 to 1996

Get TechSource
Online for only $99
and save 60% on a
full year’s access. This
offer is good through
the end of September.
NEW! From ALA
Publishing.

New this week
in American

Libraries

Survival Tips for
Libraries

England’s Libraries

Internet Librarian

Censorship Watch

Currents

http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/features/09062011/september-11-2011-traumatized-terrorism
http://www.flickr.com/photos/philbradley/sets/72157625923493122/
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/columns/internet-librarian/what-s-gone-gone
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/columns/internet-librarian/what-s-gone-gone
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/columns/internet-librarian/what-s-gone-gone
http://news.yahoo.com/mystery-surrounds-loss-records-art-9-11-164719650.html
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/features/09062011/september-11-2011-traumatized-terrorism
http://www.lvn.org/store/page2.html#49
http://www.lvn.org/store/page2.html#49
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/09072011/england-s-libraries-and-funding-crisis
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/09072011/england-s-libraries-and-funding-crisis
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/09072011/england-s-libraries-and-funding-crisis
http://www.cilip.org.uk/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.apa.org/pubs/marketing/psyctests.aspx?utm_source=al_direct&utm_medium=display_email&utm_campaign=psyctests
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/millsap-stripling-seek-2013-14-ala-presidency
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/millsap-stripling-seek-2013-14-ala-presidency
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/millsap-stripling-seek-2013-14-ala-presidency
http://slisweb.sjsu.edu/audience/prospective.htm?utm_source=ala_direct&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Internet-ALDirect
http://www.alatechsource.org/subscribe99
http://www.alatechsource.org/subscribe99
http://www.alatechsource.org/subscribe99
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/features/09052011/avoiding-path-obsolence
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/features/09052011/avoiding-path-obsolence
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/features/09052011/avoiding-path-obsolence
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/09072011/england-s-libraries-and-funding-crisis
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/columns/internet-librarian/what-s-gone-gone
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/censorshipwatch
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/columns/currents


AL Direct, September 7, 2011

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2011/september/090711-2.htm[7/17/2014 3:06:05 PM]

and from 1998 to the present....
Office of ALA Governance, Sept. 2

Midwinter/Annual registration
bundle now open
Registration is now open for the most
cost-effective way to attend both
Midwinter Meeting (January 20–24 in Dallas) and Annual Conference
(June 21–26, Anaheim, California) in 2012. Register before September
30 to save on both and find travel, housing options, and schedule-at-
a-glance information online. Registration is also open for pre-
Midwinter institutes and special events hosted by divisions and
offices....
Conference Services, Sept. 2

Battle Front: The Federal Depository Library
Program
Serious budget battles are before us as library supporters. Key federal
library programs including those within the Government Printing
Office, the Federal Depository Library Program, and the Federal Digital
System are gravely threatened as Congress and the White House
slash appropriations on all kinds of federal programs. It may be
unfortunate to use the war theme, but if our advocacy strategies are
not focused and successful, the American public stands to lose
important library and information services....
District Dispatch, Aug. 31, Sept. 1

Banned Books Week coming to
a library near you
Thousands will speak out against and learn
about censorship as the nation celebrates
the freedom to read in libraries and bookstores during Banned Books
Week, September 24–October 1. During Banned Books Week, best-
selling authors will participate in a virtual Read Out on YouTube via a
dedicated channel. Also, many bookstores and libraries will showcase
selections from the ALA OIF’s “Top Ten Most Frequently Challenged
Books of 2010.”...
Office for Intellectual Freedom, Sept. 6

Disaster relief for U.S. libraries
Libraries in several states are in need of assistance to help them
rebuild their facilities and collections after damages inflicted by
Hurricane Irene, the Joplin tornado, and the April tornado outbreak in
the South. The Chapter Relations Office maintains a web page that
identifies where the help is needed....
Chapter Relations Office

Webinar on humanities programming for schools
Ronda Hassig, school librarian at Harmony Middle School in Overland
Park, Kansas, and winner of the 2011 Sara Jaffarian Award, will
present her winning model for humanities programming in the school
library, “Harmony with Voice,” in a webinar on September 13, at 4
p.m. Central Time. Registration is required....
Public Programs Office

Win big support for your rural library
A newly updated version of the popular Small but
Powerful Guide to Winning Big Support for Your Rural
Library is now available as a free print or digital
edition. This new revision features strategies for
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Great Libraries
of the World

St. Florian’s Priory
Library, Sankt Florian,
Austria. Construction
of the library wing of
this 9th-century
Augustinian monastery
was begun in 1744 by
Johann Gotthard
Hayberger. The library
owns 952 incunabula
and 800 medieval
manuscripts. The
ceiling fresco by
Bartolomeo Altomonte
and Antonio Tassi
shows the marriage of
virtue with knowledge.

Vorau Abbey Library,
Vorau, Austria.
Founded in 1163 by
Ottokar III, margrave
of Styria, this richly
ornamented
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advocating for and promoting library services to rural
communities, tips for utilizing technology in advocacy
efforts, and examples of essential marketing and
promotion tools....
Office for Literacy and Outreach Services, Sept. 6

New access options from ALA
TechSource
ALA TechSource is offering new pricing and access
options for Library Technology Reports and the Smart
Libraries Newsletter, along with a discount offer for
online-only access. Library Technology Reports,
published eight times a year and written by leading
practitioners, provides specific coverage of products
and issues. Smart Libraries Newsletter, published monthly, offers
library technology product news with expert analysis from Marshall
Breeding....
ALA TechSource, Sept. 6

Celebrate Olympian Week in
October
As the inescapable popularity of Rick
Riordan’s young adult fiction has shown,
mythology can animate imaginations of
every age. Celebrate Olympian Week,
October 4–10, with Lost Hero products
from ALA Graphics and join the excitement surrounding the
publication of Riordan’s next book in The Heroes of Olympus trilogy.
Find the courageous characters from The Lost Hero on posters and
bookmarks that encourage readers to “Get Lost in a Book!”...
ALA Graphics, Sept. 6

Featured review: Adult nonfiction
Didion, Joan. Blue Nights. Nov. 2011. 208p.
Knopf, hardcover (978-0-307-26767-2).
Didion’s The Year of Magical Thinking (2005),
her chronicle of grief following the abrupt
death of her husband, writer John Gregory
Dunne, left untold the story of the life and
death of Dunne and Didion’s daughter,
Quintana Roo, the subject of this scalpel-
sharp memoir of motherhood and loss. Didion
looks to blue nights—summer evenings when
“the twilights turn long and blue” only to herald “the dying of
the brightness”—to define the dark limbo she’s endured since
August 2005, when Quintana Roo, 39, died after nearly two
years of harrowing medical crises and complications. Now
coping with not only grief and regret but also illness and age,

Augustinian library has
an impressive
collection of
manuscripts from the
11th–18th century,
including the 12th-
century Kaiserchronik,
a poetic history of the
Roman and German
emperors from Julius
Caesar to Conrad III.
Next to the entrance
stand two statues
symbolizing wisdom
and knowledge, and
the ceiling is adorned
with three frescos that
represent philosophy,
theology, and
jurisprudence.

This AL Direct feature
showcases 250 libraries
around the world that are
notable for their exquisite
architecture, historic
collections, and innovative
services. If you find yourself
on vacation near one of
them, be sure to stop by for
a visit. The entire list will be
available in The Whole
Library Handbook 5, edited
by George M. Eberhart, which
is scheduled for publication
later this year by ALA
Editions.
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Didion is courageous in both her candor and artistry....

Top 10 sports books
Bill Ott writes: “Several firsts in this
year’s sports top 10: the first graphic
novel to make the list, the first poker book by a Laotian
immigrant, the first memoir by a female river guide. It’s not
just baseball biographies any longer, though we have those,
too.”...

Changes to Booklist’s reference reviews
Mary Ellen Quinn writes: “Starting with the September 1 issue,
there is a big change in the way Booklist covers reference
materials. Booklist has introduced a new approach to reference
reviewing. The new Adult Reference section follows the Adult
Books section, and youth reference is covered in the Youth
Nonfiction section. In the new Electronic Reference section,
digital reference sources will be covered in greater depth. A big
change for Booklist, but what will not change is the quality of
the reference reviews.”...

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

Division News

AASL Conference attendees can dine
with authors
AASL invites attendees of its 15th National Conference
and Exhibition to dine with award-winning authors. As
part of the “Turning the Page” programming, AASL will
host an Author Banquet on October 28 featuring
Andrea Davis Pinkney (right), Pat Mora, and Joan
Bauer, as well as two author brunches, one with
Gennifer Choldenko and the second with Maggie
Stiefvater. More information on attending these events can be found
online....
AASL, Sept. 6

Transform your school library program
AASL encourages its members to add the Pre-Midwinter Institute,
“Tools for Transforming Your School Library Program,” to their
schedule while taking advantage of the ALA 2012 Midwinter Meeting
and ALA 2012 Annual Conference bundled registration rate. AASL’s
full-day institute will be held January 19 in Dallas....
AASL, Sept. 6

ROI principles and academic libraries
In today’s assessment-oriented culture, return on investment (ROI)
has been used in many disciplines, including libraries, to demonstrate
outcomes. LLAMA will present “Return on Investment in a Tough
Economy: Defining the Value of the Academic Library” from 1:30 to 3
p.m. Central Time on September 14. This webinar will highlight how
academic libraries apply ROI principles to demonstrate their impact on
users and justify the expense. Register here....
LLAMA, Sept. 6

Director of Perkins
Library, Doane
College, Crete,
Nebraska. Doane
College is seeking a
dynamic and innovative
individual for director of
Perkins Library, one
who is committed to
the role of the library
as a partner in the
teaching, learning, and
research activities of a
small liberal arts
college. The director
will report to the vice
president for academic
affairs and be
responsible for the
leadership,
management, and
evaluation of library
services. The library,
through education for
information literacy and
support for student and
faculty research, plays
a key role in preparing
students for a life of
intellectual inquiry and
a commitment to
engage as responsible
citizens. The successful
candidate will have a
clear vision for the
future development of
teaching libraries, be
skilled at collaborative
planning and
communication with the
college community, and
bring experience in
developing staff
members to enhance
information services....

@ More jobs...
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Talk Banned Books Week in YALSA’s September
forum
YALSA is hosting its monthly discussion forum this week on Banned
Books Week. YALSA members are encouraged to check into the
discussion forum and ask questions and contribute to the ongoing
discussion. The forum opened on September 6 and will close
September 9 at 3 p.m. Eastern Time. YA Forum is a monthly
discussion just for YALSA members in ALA Connect....
YALSA, Sept. 6

Teen Read Week: Reading for the
fun of it
Teen Read Week, an annual literacy initiative
from the Young Adult Library Association,
reminds teens that reading is fun, free, and
can be done any place, anytime, anywhere.
This October 16–22, libraries and teens across
the country will “read for the fun of it” during
YALSA’s Teen Read Week. The 2011 subtheme is “Picture It @ your
library,” which encourages teens to read graphic novels and other
illustrated materials, seek out creative books, or imagine the world
through literature....
YALSA, Sept. 6

YALSA seeks proposals for its next symposium
YALSA is seeking program proposals and paper presentations for its
2012 Young Adult Literature Symposium, “The Future of Young Adult
Literature: Hit Me with the Next Big Thing,” to be held November 2–4,
2012, in St. Louis. Interested parties may propose 90-minute
programs centering on the Next Big Thing, as well as paper
presentations offering new, unpublished research relating to the
theme. Proposals must be completed online by November 15....
YALSA, Sept. 6

Utah now offers a Trustee Academy
ALTAFF has made special pricing for its Trustee
Academy available to state library agencies. Utah
recently joined Nebraska and Kansas in making the
Trustee Academy available for its libraries through a
multiple-use purchase. The prices for state or region-
wide purchase are as low as $59 per library for the
full board of trustees and the library director to
complete all five Trustee Academy courses....
ALTAFF, Sept. 6

Awards & Grants

I Love My Librarian award deadline September 12
Library users have until September 12 to nominate a librarian for the
2011 Carnegie Corporation of New York / New York Times I Love My
Librarian Award. Ten librarians will win $5,000 and receive national
recognition. Librarians can download tools to promote the award
locally on the award website....
Public Information Office, Sept. 6

Apply for the Scholastic National Library Week
Grant
Libraries across the United States are invited to apply for the $3,000

Digital Library
of the Week

The Centennial of the
Overseas Railway,
an extension of the
Florida East Coast
Railway that ran to
Key West, is
celebrated in this Flickr
digital collection
posted by the Monroe
County (Fla.) Public
Library. The railroad
opened January 22,
1912, and operated
until the Labor Day
Hurricane of 1935.
Built by oil and
railroad magnate
Henry Flagler, the
railway cost more than
$50 million and
required many
engineering
innovations and vast
amounts of labor. In
1912, a proud Flagler
rode the first train into
Key West aboard his
private railcar,
marking the
completion of the
railroad’s overseas
connection to Key
West and the linkage
by railway of the
entire east coast of
Florida. It was widely
known as the “Eighth
Wonder of the World.”

Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
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Scholastic Library Publishing National Library Week Grant, which will
be awarded to a single library for the best public awareness campaign
incorporating the 2012 National Library Week theme, “You belong @
your library.” This year’s application deadline is October 7. A grant
application form and guidelines are available on the grant website.
National Library Week is April 8–14, 2012....
Public Information Office, Sept. 6

2011 Ned Kelly Awards
The 16th annual Ned Kelly Awards for Australian Crime
Writing were presented by the Crime Writers
Association of Australia at an awards ceremony held
August 31 as part of the Melbourne Writers Festival.
The Diggers Rest Hotel by Geoffrey McGeachin (Viking)
won in the best fiction category, while Prime Cut by
Alan Carter (Fremantle Press) was awarded the best
first fiction prize....
Mystery Fanfare, Sept. 6

2011 Wheatley Medal winners
The Society of Indexers has awarded the 2011
Wheatley Medal to a team of indexers from the
Netherlands—Caroline Diepeveen, Pierke Bosschieter,
and Jacqueline Pitchford-Belder—for their work on the
index to The Encyclopedia of Jews in the Islamic
World, edited by Norman A. Stillman and published by
Brill in 2010. All three are founding members of the
Netherlands Indexing Network. The Wheatley Medal
recognizes and encourages excellence in indexing....
Society of Indexers, Sept. 5

Seen Online

More on the California anti-privatization bill
Lori Rivas writes: “Santa Clarita has the dubious distinction of
inspiring California bill AB 438. Sponsored by Assemblyman Das
Williams (D-Santa Barbara), this bill aims to protect other
communities from the library travesty that occurred here in Santa
Clarita. While not eliminating city governments’ ability to contract
library services with a private company, the bill would require that
certain common-sense practical measures be in place before
outsourcing library services.”...
Santa Clarita Valley (Calif.) Signal, Sept. 4

UH Manoa library converts to
clean energy 
Hawaii Gov. Neil Abercrombie and other
officials symbolically flipped on the power
switch of a new photovoltaic power system
that will provide clean energy power to the
University of Hawaii at Manoa’s Gregg M.
Sinclair Library. The new PV panel array is expected to save the
university approximately $500,000 over the 25-year life of the

Love Libraries site.

Public
Perception 
How the World 
Sees Us

“I often wonder why
all librarians,
regardless of their
sex, appear so grim?
Wouldn’t you think
that beneficiaries of
possibly the best job
in the world, who
have access to a
wealth of
knowledge, should
have amiable
countenances? But
that’s not the case.
To cast someone as
Charon—the
ferryman who
carries the souls of
the dead to the other
world—a casting
director only has to
find a librarian.”

—Chennai (India) freelance
writer and artist Merlin
Flower, “Ever Met the Stern
Librarian?” The Express
Tribune (Karachi, Pakistan),
Sept. 2. Possibly written as
satire.

@ More quotes...

Libraries Commemorate the
10th Anniversary of Sept.
11
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system. The project is an early step in the university’s long-term goal
to deploy renewable energy....
University of Hawaii System, Sept. 1

Phone booth library opens in Dutchess
County
A refurbished 1960s English telephone booth has
been recycled, converted, and restored and is now
home to the newest branch of the Clinton
Community Library in Clinton Corners, New York.
The Book Booth is a community exchange facilitated
by the library. It opened in early September with
150 books and a solar panel installed on the roof
that keeps a light on long enough for your to
replace an old book with a new one. This may be
the first phone-booth library in the United States, although the United
Kingdom may have as many as 21....
YNN Hudson Valley, Sept. 3; The Book Booth Facebook Page; Google Maps UK

Delta College Library book survives Joplin tornado
A nonfiction collection of stories titled Our Yesterdays by Mrs. Elon
(Gretchen) Sumerix recently returned to Delta College library in
Michigan from a six-month interlibrary loan far more battered than
when it left. Postmarked Sarcoxie, Missouri, the book came back with
a stained cover and a note—“Sorry we are so late returning this book.
We are also sorry for the water damage (or whatever) to this book. It
was found in the rubble left from the EF5 tornado that hit the Joplin,
Missouri, area on May 22.”...
Bay City (Mich.) Times, Sept. 4

School libraries are hurting in California
California school libraries are feeling the pinch of a poor economy as
librarians are being put back in the classroom across much of the
state. It ranks 50th in state funding for school libraries and 50th in
the ratio of students to school librarians—about 6,000 to 1 compared
to a national average of about 600 to 1. Membership in the California
School Library Association has dropped 22.6% in the past two years.
And cuts to city and county libraries mean a double hit to lifelong
learning and the future economy....
Riverside (Calif.) Press-Enterprise, Sept. 2

Mansfield ponders one librarian for five libraries
With Mansfield (Conn.) Public Library Director Louise Bailey retiring in
September, the town is looking to the possibility of shared services
amongst the library and the town’s four school libraries. The concept
was introduced to the Town Council at a meeting on July 25 and
further discussed on August 10. Town Manager Matthew Hart pointed
out that the town had a long history of shared services in other
departments, but many on the library board thought that sharing a
director would dilute, rather than enhance, both programs....
Mansfield-Storrs (Conn.) Patch, Aug. 12

Tough times for Massachusetts public libraries
Packed with job seekers who rely on free internet access and families
seeking cheap entertainment, Bay State public libraries are straining
under years of budget cuts. Massachusetts libraries issued 500,000
new cards to patrons last year alone as demand soared for everything
from books and movies to children’s programs, according to the state
Board of Library Commissioners. The recession may have helped drive
that surge of interest, but it also brought budget pressures, forcing
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towns and cities to cut a combined 43,000 library hours statewide in
the last two fiscal years....
Taunton (Mass.) Daily Gazette, Sept. 3

Teen learns to drive by going to all 32 library
branches
Kari Haynes just earned her driver’s license, and credits her passion
for libraries for her success. Haynes, 16, practiced her driving by
going to all 32 Great River Regional Library locations in central
Minnesota. The Albany Senior High School junior and her mother
drove 942 miles throughout the summer. Haynes, who loves to read,
took part in the library’s summer teen program, which suggested
people visit the library’s different branches. Each branch stamped a
library passport....
St. Cloud (Minn.) Times, Sept. 4

LSSI builds a library empire
Cash-strapped cities and local governments are increasingly eyeing
another service as a prime candidate for outsourcing: the
neighborhood library. To save money, counties and cities in California,
Kansas, Oregon, Tennessee, and Texas have outsourced much of their
operations to Library Systems and Services LLC. The Germantown,
Maryland–based company over the past several years has quietly built
up what amounts to the nation’s fifth largest library branch network,
trailing only the systems run by major cities such as New York and
Chicago....
Washington Times, Sept. 5

Redding school librarian pleads no contest to theft
A Redding (Calif.) School District librarian accused of embezzling and
stealing from a school parent club pleaded no contest August 31 in
Shasta County Superior Court to misdemeanor grand theft and was
placed on informal probation for three years and ordered to perform
30 days of community service. Wanell Stolz, who also saw a felony
count of embezzlement dismissed as part of the plea bargain, has
made restitution to her victims....
Redding (Calif.) Record Searchlight, Aug. 31

King’s Lynn honors its historic
Carnegie library
On May 18, 1905, some 4,000 people in
King’s Lynn, Norfolk, in the United Kingdom,
watched as steel tycoon Andrew Carnegie,
dressed in a tightly-buttoned frock coat,
hurried up the steps to the door of the new
library building. Holding aloft a key, he declared: “There are few doors
which a golden key will not unlock!” Then he opened the door and
stamped the first book. The library’s opening collection, provided by
Lord Stanley (of Stanley Cup fame), will be open to view on Heritage
Open Day on September 11....
Lynn (U.K.) News, Sept. 1

Sinkhole steals Australian library’s
Book Week story
Mount Gambier Library in South Australia was
planning on getting the front page of the
newspaper with its Book Week activities,
capped by an appearance by actor and
children’s book author Andrew Daddo (right)
on August 29. Instead, two young men with a

Day, Sept. 8, at:
#ild2011

Australian Library and
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Conference, Perth,
Sept. 12–16, at:
#alialibtec

American Libraries
news stories, blog
posts, tweets, and
videos, at: 
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Calendar

Sept. 28–
Oct. 1:
Wyoming Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Little
America Hotel and
Resort, Cheyenne.

Sept. 29–
Oct. 2:
LITA, National Forum,
Hyatt Regency at the
Arch, St. Louis,
Missouri. “Rivers of
Data, Currents of
Change.”

Sept. 30:
Web Scale
Information
Discovery: The
Opportunity, the
Reality, the Future,
workshop, the Hub
Cira Centre,
Philadelphia. Sponsor:
National Federation of
Advanced Information
Services.

Oct. 2–4:
New England Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Sheraton
Burlington Hotel and
Conference Center,
Burlington, Vermont.
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bunch of beer got themselves stuck in a deep sinkhole near the
library, and that event snagged the front pages. “We were beyond
gutted,” said disappointed Library Manager Cathryn Harris....
Sydney (N.S.W.) Morning Herald, Sept. 4; ABC News, Aug. 31

Go back to the Top

Tech Talk
What IT professionals can learn from librarians
Ann All writes: “I never would have considered IT professionals and
librarians kindred spirits if I hadn’t interviewed Steven Zink, then vice
president of information technology and dean of university libraries at
the University of Nevada, Reno. Zink told me the university’s IT help
desk is combined with the reference desk in the main university
library so librarians and IT staffers work side by side. Still, I couldn’t
see how the roles complemented each other. I assumed the shared
quarters were due to space or budget limitations. But that wasn’t it at
all.”...
ITBusinessEdge, Jan. 11, Sept. 1

Integrating IT security in your library
Blake Carver writes: “This is part six in my multi-part series on IT
Security in Libraries. Today’s post is long on theory. I’ll argue that
most any library can be a target and present some ideas on how to
make things more secure. Chances are your library is now, or will be
at some point, a target. Don’t think you are safe just because you’re
just a small library, because when it comes to getting hacked, size
doesn’t matter. The average web-based application (small or large) is
hit by some type of attack once every two minutes.”...
LIS News, Aug. 30

Library Media Box and other vending
machines
Brian Herzog writes: “The Strongsville branch of the
Cuyahoga County (Ohio) Public Library has installed a
vending machine that vends the library’s DVDs. Some
libraries do have a Redbox, but that approach never sat
well with me—it seemed like an uncomfortable
competitive fit. But an easy-access vending machine
that distributes library materials? Great. I contacted
CCPL for more information, and here’s what I
learned.”...
Swiss Army Librarian, Sept. 1; WEWS-TV, Cleveland, Aug. 30; Las Vegas (Nev.) Sun, Jan.
27, 2010

Image-recognition apps
Steven Leckart writes: “Although image-
recognition software is still in its infancy, a
number of mobile apps are already translating
signs, naming landmarks, and providing a
running commentary on your world. Google
Goggles, which appeared on Android phones in
late 2009 and on the iPhone in 2010, is best at
deciphering landmarks, text, book and DVD covers, artwork, logos,
bar codes, and wine labels. You start the app—it’s part of Google’s
search app for the iPhone—and peer at the object through the
camera lens. It takes a stab at identifying it.”...
New York Times, Aug. 31

Oct. 2–5:
Pennsylvania Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Penn
Stater Conference
Center Hotel, State
College. “Touchdown!
Winning Strategies for
Libraries.”

Oct. 4–7:
North Carolina
Library Association,
Annual Conference,
Hickory Metro
Convention Center,
Hickory. “Libraries: The
Next Generation.”

Oct. 4–7:
West Virginia Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Marriott
Charleston Town
Center.
“Interprofessional
Development.”

Oct. 9–10:
Association of
Library
Communications and
Outreach
Professionals,
Inaugural Conference,
Castle Conference
Center, Arcadia
University,
Philadelphia.

Oct. 10–12:
Mid-Atlantic Chapter,
Medical Library
Association, Annual
Meeting, Omni Hotel,
Richmond, Virginia.
“Capitalize on Our
Strengths.”

Oct. 11:
A Digital Public
Library of America
2011, International
Conference, School of
International and
Public Affairs, Kellogg
Center, Columbia
University, New York
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Skype now works with any home
phone
Eric Mack writes: “Skype just got so easy your
great-grandmother could use it without having to
know anything about a sound card or any other
input/output doohickeys. Actually, there is one
doohickey, but once it’s all hooked up it looks an awful lot like a
regular old cordless phone—with VoIP hidden inside. It’s the Freetalk
Connect•Me home phone adapter for Skype, which connects to any
regular home phone. You will need to connect your PC to set things
up the first time, but after that, you’ll just need to make sure your
broadband connection and phone are hooked into the adapter.”...
CNET News: Crave, Aug. 31; The Big Blog, Aug. 30

Tumblr vs. WordPress: An appraisal
Gregory C. writes: “Blogs are an important part of content marketing
both for folks interested in the business end of blogging and for
people looking to run a personal blog about their life. Recently, two
platforms have emerged as the most dominant on the scene:
WordPress, a longstanding CMS platform; and Tumblr, a strictly self-
hosted blog platform that mixes in social networking aspects and
focuses on shorter posts (tumblog). Each platform offers distinct
advantages, but there are certain aspects where one platform is going
to be better than the other.”...
I Love Tumblr, Sept. 7

10 internet technologies for educators:
2011 update
Kelly Walsh writes: “The start of the new school year is
the perfect time to refresh the earlier ‘10 Internet
Technologies That Educators Should be Informed About’
article from April 2009, given the fast-paced evolution
of technology. Here’s an update on five technologies from the original
posting, as well as five new technologies that have earned their
rightful place in the list (displacing five others that, while still worthy,
are not quite as relevant today).”...
EmergingEdTech, Sept. 4

E-Content
JSTOR offers free access to early journal
content
JSTOR, an online system for archiving academic journals,
has announced it is making journal content published prior
to 1923 in the United States, and prior to 1870 elsewhere,
freely available to the public for reading and downloading. This
includes nearly 500,000 articles from more than 200 journals,
representing approximately 6% of the total content on JSTOR. Making
this content freely available is a first step in a larger effort to provide
more access options to independent scholars and others without
access to an institutional subscription....
JSTOR, Sept. 6

Amazon’s rumored Kindle tablet is real
M. G. Siegler writes: “It’s called simply the Amazon Kindle. But it’s
not like any Kindle you’ve seen before. It displays content in full
color. It has a 7-inch capacitive touch screen. It runs Android. And
yes, it is back-lit. There is no e-ink to be found anywhere on this
device. How do I know all of this? Well, not only have I heard about
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the device, I’ve seen it and used it. And I’m happy to report that it’s
going to be a huge deal. It’s targeted for release at the end of
November at a cost of $250.”...
TechCrunch, Sept. 2

Sarah’s gadget showcase: E-
readers
Sarah Houghton-Jan writes: “For all of the years
that I’ve been talking about digital libraries, using technology to
improve yourself and your community, and even about e-books
specifically, I privately hated e-books. And then the technology got
better and I had to eat my own words. Don’t get me started on DRM
or we’ll be here all day and you’ll leave with bleeding ears. But there
are some things that work just fine, at least for me. To me, the
Kindle is like a seductive box of dark chocolates: a tasty, wonderful,
yet guilty pleasure that I know I shouldn’t indulge in but want so
badly.”...
Librarian in Black, Sept. 6

E-book popularity is rewriting the sales story
E-books, once considered the new kids in town, are shaking up the
world of publishing with surging sales. Random House says more than
20% of its U.S. revenue in the first half of this year was from digital
sales. Eight of the top 20 titles on USA Today’s Bestselling Books list
this week are e-books. Scholastic, whose e-book sales for its YA titles
account for about 10% of book sales, will unveil an e-reading app for
kids this fall....
USA Today, Sept. 6

E-textbook readers compared
Michael Calore writes: “We all thought standalone e-
readers were going to get wiped out by the iPad,
but they’re still here—and there are still a slew of
reasons to recommend them. If you’re a student,
they make a vital addition to your campus survival
kit. They can be pricey, and they won’t eliminate
your need for a laptop, but the initial cost leads to
long-term advantages. Here, we run through the
most popular options, including a few non-e-ink options at the end.”...
Wired, Aug. 26

More college students are buying e-textbooks
Campus bookstores have increased the number of digital textbooks
this school year, as students weaned on Facebook and iPads seek
virtual alternatives to heavy tomes. Digital textbooks are projected to
account for 10–15% of course materials sold by the fall of 2012,
compared with just 3% of the $5.85 billion sold last year, according
to the National Association of College Stores. Publishers are hoping
digital discounts, in some cases up to 60% less than traditional texts,
will make students converts....
Boston Globe, Sept. 1

Paperback editions endangered by e-books
Julie Bosman writes: “These are dark and stormy times for the mass-
market paperback. Recession-minded readers who might have picked
up a quick novel in the supermarket or drugstore are lately resisting
the impulse purchase. And while mass-market paperbacks have
always been prized for their cheapness and disposability, something
even more convenient has come along: the e-book.”...
New York Times, Sept. 2

Jennifer Henderson,
Contributing Researcher
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InstEbooks makes publishing
almost too easy
In answer to complaints that there is very little
self-monitoring among e-book distribution
platforms, more and more sites are doing their
utmost to ensure the integrity of the indie
publishing process itself. Now, some of that integrity may come under
fire: Digital publishing start-up InstEbooks boasts that e-books can be
both written and uploaded in a matter of mere minutes with your
mobile phone. Click on an image in InstEbooks’ apps gallery, then
simply speak your story. It is automatically converted to a text file
and uploaded....
Good E-Reader Blog, Sept. 4

A roundup of reference apps
Bob Tedeschi writes: “Why would anyone need an
app when nearly every bit of reference material is
already available from a mobile browser? Two
reasons: Money and beauty. If you tend to rely
heavily on reference materials for work or school,
and you frequently drift outside of free Wi-Fi zones,
you can consume a fair amount of data with your
browser. With unlimited data plans quickly
disappearing, mobile data charges can be costly.
Meanwhile, few mobile websites are as user friendly
as an app, even when they’re from the same publisher.”...
New York Times, Aug. 31

Best PDF reader apps for Android
Nathan Groezingerk writes: “It turns out finding a good
Android PDF reader is harder than it sounds. Running a
search for ‘PDF Reader’ or ‘PDF Viewer’ in the Android
Market turns up hundreds of results, and finding one
that has all the features you’re looking for can take a
lot of time and research. This list isn’t by any means all the PDF
Reader apps for Android, just the best ones I’ve tried over the past
year.”...
The eBook Reader Blog, Sept. 5

Kindle Print Replica comes to your PC and Mac
Amazon has updated its computer platform for Kindle Books by
issuing support for Kindle Print Replica content for the reading
applications Kindle for PC and Kindle for Mac. The platforms display
words and images in the same positions as the corresponding print
edition, while adding Kindle features such as annotations, highlights,
and the ability to sync your last page read across multiple Kindle
applications....
Good E-Reader Blog, Sept. 6

B is for bit preservation
Martha Anderson writes: “Bits are the basic unit of digital information.
Most organizations preparing for the long-term care of digital content
distinguish a basic level of methods and services known as bit
preservation from a more complex set of services that support
display, context, and interpretation of the digital object, sometimes
called functional preservation. For example, bit preservation of a
collection of digital photographs addresses secure and well-managed
storage of the digital files and includes monitoring for changes over
time.”...
The Signal: Digital Preservation, Sept. 7
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Books and Reading
Reading Rockets: Launching
young readers
Reading Rockets is a national multimedia
project offering information and resources
on how young kids learn to read, why so
many struggle, and how caring adults can
help. The project is an educational initiative
of WETA, the Washington, D.C., public television and radio station,
and its resources include PBS programs, online services, and
professional development opportunities. Here are its top 12 resources
for librarians. Watch the video (2:38)....
Reading Rockets

New York City spots for book
lovers
Christopher Reynolds writes: “These are
dire days for old-fashioned books. The 48
bookshops that once lined Manhattan’s
Book Row on 4th Avenue are gone or
relocated. So, old-fashioned book people,
hit literary Manhattan soon and hard. Even if you have only three
days, as I did earlier this year, you can squeeze in an eight-stop tour,
complete with thinking, drinking, Bibles, tote bags, and a certain pair
of municipal mascots. Here’s how my circuit went.” Watch the video
(1:55)....
Los Angeles Times, Sept. 4

The Greenwich Village Bookshop
Door exhibition
In the early 1920s, noteworthy visitors to
Frank Shay’s bookshop at 4 Christopher Street
in New York City began autographing the
narrow door that opened onto the shop’s
office. Signed by 242 artists, writers,
publishers, and other notable habitués of
Greenwich Village, this unusual artifact is now housed at the Harry
Ransom Center at the University of Texas at Austin. A literal portal to
the past, the door reveals the rich mix of innovators—from anarchist
poets to major commercial publishers—that defined this slice of
Bohemia from 1920 to 1925. This virtual exhibition reconstructs the
bookshop and its community. Three librarians’ signatures are on the
door, including Edmund Lester Pearson’s....
Harry Ransom Center; New York Times, Sept. 4

Getting ready for Hispanic Heritage
Month
Jessica Pryde writes: “National Hispanic Heritage Month
is coming up (September 15–October 15). What are
you doing to get ready for it? About a third of my
student patron base is Latino/a, and I want them to be
reading this month (well, every month). Here are a few
things that are going to be on my ‘Featured’ shelf
starting September 15 (and some of them will double
nicely as Banned Books Week features as well).”...
YALSA The Hub, Sept. 6
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Lev Grossman writes: “Something very important and
very weird is happening to the book right now: It’s
shedding its papery corpus and transmigrating into a
bodiless digital form, right before our eyes. We’re
witnessing the bibliographical equivalent of the
rapture. If anything, we may be lowballing the
weirdness of it all. The last time a change of this
magnitude occurred was circa 1450, when Johannes
Gutenberg invented movable type. But if you go back further, there’s
a more helpful precedent for what’s going on.”...
New York Times: The Mechanic Muse, Sept. 2

The five worst workers in literature
Gabe Habash writes: “Labor Day—the unofficial end of
summer—has passed. Which means it’s time to get
back to work. To celebrate the return of 9-to-5, we’ve
picked out five bad workers we love from literature.
And really, we all secretly wish we could be a little bit
more like them.” Bad Worker no. 1 is Ignatius J. Reilly
(right) from A Confederacy of Dunces by John Kennedy Toole...
PWxyz, Sept. 6

11 classics of Existentialism
Kathleen Massara writes: “Alexander Maksik’s new
novel, You Deserve Nothing, is set in Paris and
involves a dashing, charismatic teacher of romantic
and existentialist authors who ends up starting a
forbidden affair with one of his students. We thought
he would be the perfect candidate to curate a list of
10 existential novels and one easily guessable play. He
considers the biblical Book of Job to be the first great
work of Existentialist fiction.”...
Flavorwire, Sept. 6

15 novels set in real-life colleges
Emily Temple writes: “College is an inspirational time,
particularly for novelists. There is an entire genre
based on the campus novel, which includes books
about professors, students, and anyone else who
spends a serious amount of time on the hallowed
university grounds. In honor of the new school year,
we’ve put together a list of great novels set at real-life
colleges, whether explicitly stated or thinly veiled in
their fictional forms.”...
Flavorwire, Sept. 4

Cartoonists turned picture book
authors
Betsy Bird writes: “Used to be that a kid who
‘didn’t like to read’ could be found perusing the
newspaper every Sunday for the colored comic
pages come rain or shine. Now thanks to a host of
different factors, the comics page is no longer the
go-to place for kids to get their comic fixes. That
honor now belongs to the world of webcomics. Out of curiosity, I
thought I might round up a few cartoonists who have made bold stabs
at also conquering the world of small-fry book publishing to (as you
shall see) varying degrees of success.”...
School Library Journal: A Fuse #8 Production, Sept. 2
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The AbeBooks Weird Book Room
Welcome to AbeBooks’ Weird Book Room, heralded as
the finest source of everything that’s bizarre, odd, and
downright weird in books. They now have an excellent
selection of crazy and strange titles listed for sale by
their booksellers about every oddball aspect of life you
could possibly imagine (and a few things you couldn’t
possibly imagine). They invite you to revel in their
collection of literary oddities and send them your
suggestions....
AbeBooks

Actions & Answers
New Jersey libraries respond to
Hurricane Irene
Gary Cooper writes: “When disaster strikes,
where do you go? In the aftermath of
Hurricane Irene many New Jersey residents
went to their local library, because, as one
Princetonian put it: ‘I just knew they’d be
open.’ Unless under water or without power,
New Jersey libraries (like the Monmouth County Library shown at
right) were open and were the place residents flocked to the morning
after Irene passed.” Princeton Public Library hosted Plug In and Power
Up Day, providing a place where residents could charge devices and
get online. Watch the video (3:17)....
New Jersey State Library, Sept. 2

Caitlin McGurk, cartoon librarian
Caitlin McGurk is the librarian at the Schulz Library
serving the Center for Cartoon Studies and the
surrounding community of White River Junction,
Vermont. In late August, the Schulz Library faced a
potential collection-destroying crisis due to flooding
caused by Hurricane Irene. Although all the books
were saved, McGurk and her staff must now set up a
working library and eventually move the collection to a permanent
location. Tom Spurgeon interviewed her for The Comics Reporter....
The Comics Reporter, Sept. 4

Piers Cawley’s library-closing
protest song
U.K. programmer and singer Piers Cawley
found out in February that his boyhood
library was one of 14 in his borough that
was threatened with closure. In July, he
told attendees at the O’Reilly Open
Source Convention in Portland, Oregon:
“So I did what any privileged, white,
middle-class male is going to do. I wrote a protest song” (5:54). He
urges people to share “Child of the Library” as far and as wide as you
can. The lyrics and an explanation of what some of the references
mean are found on his blog....
YouTube, Aug. 30; Just a Summary, Feb. 8, Sept. 1

9/11, ten years later
As part of the Naval Postgraduate School
Center for Homeland Defense and Security’s
commemoration of the 10-year anniversary of
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the September 11 terrorist attacks, the
Homeland Security Digital Library (HSDL) has
been publishing blog posts on how the
American experience has changed significantly or been affected by the
events. The HSDL is the nation’s premier research collection for open-
source resources related to homeland security policy, strategy, and
organizational management....
Homeland Security Digital Library

Cincinnati birth and death records
now online
The City of Cincinnati Birth and Death
Records from 1865 to 1912 are now fully
online and available for research and study.
The 524,360 records, part of the Local
Government Records Collection of the
University of Cincinnati’s Archives and Rare Books Library, are of
great historical and genealogical importance. The birth and death
records also hold significant research value to historians, sociologists,
epidemiologists, public health researchers, and other researchers
worldwide....
University of Cincinnati, Aug. 31

Louisiana State University SLIS remains open
Dean Beth Paskoff writes: “We appreciate the hundreds of letters of
support we received from our alumni and friends during the past year.
You did a wonderful job of demonstrating how important it is to
continue the MLIS program at Louisiana State University. The good
news is that the proposal to close SLIS was never sent to the Board
of Supervisors,” and in August Chancellor Mike Martin announced that
the school would remain open. Enrollment in the fall semester,
despite the threat of closure, was only 18% lower than normal....
Louisiana State University School of Library and Information Science

How I learned to stop worrying and
love library school
Alyssa Vincent writes: “So, you’ve subscribed to
your library blogs, bought your textbooks,
stocked up on highlighters, and are ready for
your new life as a library school student/future
superstar librarian. Every child will love reading because of you!
Students will have unprecedented information literacy skills thanks to
your trailblazing instruction. Yes, but first you have to get over all of
this self-doubting, second-guessing, and generalized loathing of
library school and librarianship.”...
Hack Library School, Sept. 6

Wikipedia is not wicked
Gwyneth Anne Jones writes: “My name is Gwyneth and I use
Wikipedia every day. There, I said it. Somehow that’s pretty freeing!
Wikipedia is not a dirty word. We’re doing a disservice by not
teaching our kids how to use it and how to cite it selectively and with
forethought. Much like the internet in general, many educators look
upon Wikipedia with suspicion, sometimes derision, and occasionally
with fear. But who are we kidding? It isn’t going away, folks!”...
Washington Post: The Answer Sheet, Sept. 7
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Lighthouse libraries
Larry Nix writes: “On occasion my interest in
library history and my wife’s interest in
lighthouse history overlap. This is the case
with the traveling libraries of the United
States Light House Establishment, a
predecessor to the U.S. Lighthouse Service
and the U.S. Coast Guard. I first became aware of these libraries
while visiting the Raspberry Island Lighthouse in Wisconsin’s beautiful
Apostle Islands. That lighthouse has one of the original traveling
library bookcases (right).”...
Library History Buff Blog, Sept. 4

Some Shakespeare research tips from
the Folger
Jim Kuhn writes: “This is the first in a series of
tooltips about accessing and utilizing online
resources for research at (or away from) the Folger
Shakespeare Library. New bibliographic records,
finding aids, and new tools for researchers are
continually in the works. Some of our collection
descriptions and digital toolsets are created in-
house, such as the bibliographic records describing 82 First Folios
(and fragments). Others draw on descriptive records or software
platforms developed elsewhere, such as our Digital Image
Collection.”...
The Collation, Sept. 1

What is Automatic Entity Recognition?
Jeffrey Beall writes: “I am trying to understand
Automatic Entity Recognition and its connections to
libraries and to metadata. The basic concept is simple,
I think: A computer processes documents or text and
recognizes all the entities that are mentioned in it and
marks them up semantically. Entities are anything that
can be named as a noun: mayonnaise, radio antennas,
Kentucky, the Super Bowl, epistemology, etc. I see two
problems—or perhaps hurdles—to this approach.”...
Metadata, Sept. 4

Google Book Search, LCCN, and OCLC number
Jonathan Rochkind writes: “Google Book Search officially supports
search by ISBN using a field search, either in the HTML interface, or
the API. But you sometimes have a book you’re interested in that
does not have an ISBN, because it’s old or you just don’t know it. It
would be useful to search on LCCN or OCLC number. At first this
would appear impossible, but in fact although undocumented, Google
often does know these numbers for certain items and does index
them.”...
Bibliographic Wilderness, Aug. 30

Tips on searching scientific
literature
Rachel Borchardt writes: “Looking for some
ways to find reliable scientific information,
but not sure where to start? I decided to share a few tips for using
American University’s scientific databases, in the hope that will help
School of Communications students interested in science research to
find and access good articles this semester. Here is my list of five
useful scientific databases (available at many university libraries),
with tips and a few images included.”...
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Communication Librarian, Sept. 2

Tutor.com launches service for math teachers
Online tutoring service Tutor.com has launched MyLivePD, a
professional development model for math teachers that provides on-
demand access to live coaches online. Funded by a grant from the Bill
and Melinda Gates Foundation, this pilot program will be used by
more than 200 middle and high school algebra teachers in seven
school districts across the United States. Watch the video (4:09)....
Tutor.com, Sept. 7; YouTube, Aug. 15

Hill Museum and Manuscript Library
receives $3-million digitization grant
A $3-million grant from the Arcadia Fund of London
has been awarded to the Hill Museum and Manuscript
Library at Saint John’s University in Collegeville,
Minnesota. According to the Rev. Columba Stewart,
executive director of HMML, the award will support
the library’s digitization, archiving, and cataloging of
newly identified endangered manuscript collections for
a period of five years. Photographic manuscript preservation is the
library’s core mission....
Hill Museum and Manuscript Library, Sept. 7

Take a survey on public library digitization projects
Public library directors are encouraged to participate in an online
survey about their accomplishments and future needs in the area of
digitization. A limited number of survey respondents will be invited to
participate (with travel expenses paid) in the conference, “Creating a
Blueprint for a National Digital Library,” to be held at Los Angeles
Public Library, November 15–17. The survey closes September 9....
Los Angeles Public Library, Aug. 31

15 tips to get the most out of
Google Docs
Paul Sawers writes: “Google Docs was
released to Google Apps users in February 2007, presentations were
added into the mix in September that year, and then Google Docs,
alongside other Google Apps, left beta mode in July 2009. That should
at least jog your memory as to the path Google Docs has taken to
where it is today. We’ve dug around, pooled our knowledge, and
compiled a list of tips and tricks to help you get the most out of
Google Docs. Some of these you may know already, others maybe
not.”...
TNW Google, Sept. 2

Playing chess at the library 
Mary Voors writes: “For over 15 years, the
Allen County (Ind.) Public Library has hosted
a children’s Chess Tournament at the end of
the summer. Supported by research that
shows a correlation between chess and
enhanced concentration and reading skills,
and financially supported by our Friends
group, this just-for-fun, all-day activity gives kids the opportunity to
play chess in a tournament structure. The day starts with a players’
meeting at which everyone is told the basic rules of the day.”...
ALSC Blog, Sept. 3

Teaching Facebook at the library 
Jackie Cohen writes: “Classes on how to use
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Facebook are very popular among senior
citizens in the United States, who say that
social networking reduces depression and
fights memory loss. Senior centers, assisted-
living facilities, and retirement homes across
the country are offering a wide range of computer classes, but ones
focusing on social networking are gaining in popularity, according to a
recent article in The Atlantic.”...
All Facebook Blog, Apr. 14, Sept. 2; The Atlantic, Aug. 31

How to know what you don’t know
Linda Braun writes: “Whenever I read an article about a topic that I’m
not very well-versed in I ask myself: How do I know, since I’m not
knowledgeable about this topic, that what I’m reading is actually
accurate or even of value? As librarians working with teens, we are
always helping young adults figure out how to evaluate information
that they access. I think there’s another component of this (for both
teens and librarians) that goes beyond knowing whether or not
something is accurate. That’s knowing how to find out about whether
or not something is worth learning about.”...
YALSA Blog, Sept. 5

Rethinking the “never unsubscribe” spam rule
David Pogue writes: “When it comes to junk mail, the rule, for 15
years, has been: Never respond. Don’t even try to unsubscribe, even
if they give you instructions for doing so. Well, I think it’s time to
revisit that advice. A couple of months ago, I decided to try an
experiment: I’d violate the old rule. I’d deliberately try to unsubscribe
from every spam list. And I’d report on my findings. First, the good
news: It worked.”...
New York Times: Pogue’s Posts, Sept. 1

Watch free documentaries
Richard Byrne writes: “Documentary Heaven
is a free site that has organized more than
1,600 documentary films found across the internet. You can find
documentaries covering all kinds of topics in science, history, politics,
business, and many more categories. The videos are sourced from a
variety of services including, but not limited to, YouTube. It does have
some videos in the lifestyle category that might not be appropriate for
K–12.”...
Free Technology for Teachers, Sept. 6

Ugly casino carpets encourage
gambling
David G. Schwartz, director of the Center for
Gaming Research at the University of Nevada,
Las Vegas, Library, writes: “Casino carpet is
known as an exercise in deliberate bad taste
that somehow encourages people to gamble.
In a strange way, though, it’s a sublime work of art, rivaling any
expressionist canvas of the past century. Note the regal tones of
Caesars Palace or the bountiful bouquet of Mandalay Place, all
whispering, ‘gamble, gamble’ just out of the range of consciousness
as people walk to the nearest slot machine.” Schwartz has created a
gallery of bad casino carpets to prove his point....
David G. Schwartz: The Die Is Cast

Anchorage flash mob goes
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Bollywood
A flash mob descended on a reception for
an art exhibit opening at the Z. J.
Loussac Library in Anchorage, Alaska,
September 1. It was all part of the
events to mark the 25th anniversary of
the library. The dance (4:17),
choreographed by Leslie Kimiko Ward, was inspired by Indian
Bollywood movies and aimed to bring the unexpected to the event....
KTUU-TV, Anchorage, Alaska, Sept. 1
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A big gathering of small and rural
libraries
ALA Office for Diversity Director Miguel Figueroa
writes: “More than 320 librarians gathered in
Frisco, Texas, September 8–11, for the 2011
Association for Rural and Small Libraries Annual
Conference. An ALA affiliate, ARSL is a nationwide
network of library practitioners dedicated to the
positive growth and development of libraries. Evident throughout the
conference was the attendees’ firm belief that rural and small libraries
make essential contributions to their communities, no matter how big
the state in which they are located.”...
AL: Inside Scoop, Sept. 13

Recognizing the impact of Ezra Jack
Keats
Rocco Staino writes: “In celebration of the 50th
anniversary of Ezra Jack Keats’s groundbreaking
picture book The Snowy Day (Penguin, 1962), the
Jewish Museum has created the first major United
States exhibition for the Caldecott-winning
illustrator. ‘The Snowy Day and the Art of Ezra Jack
Keats’ show features over 80 original works, from
preliminary sketches to final paintings and collages,
and will remain at the New York City museum until January 29,
2012.”...
American Libraries news, Sept. 14

A century of philanthropy: Carnegie
Corporation of New York
Karen Theroux writes: “In 1911, Andrew Carnegie
created his last and largest philanthropic institution,
Carnegie Corporation of New York, to promote
international peace and advance education and
knowledge. While staying true to these goals, the
foundation time and again has risen to the evolving
challenges of the past 100 years. The foundation
can claim credit for such diverse achievements as
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establishing TIAA-CREF to provide financial security for educators,
funding the laboratory where insulin was discovered, and underwriting
the venerable Brookings Institution.”...
American Libraries feature

Librarians in government
The question came in with the subject line “Reference
question that only ALA can answer,” but it really is a
question that only all of ALA, not just the ALA
Librarian, can answer: Are there librarians who have
been elected officials, or who have run for office? The
quick answer is an unqualified “yes!” because for over
a decade we had our “librarian in Congress,” Major
Owens (right), Democratic Congressman from New York’s 11th
District. Do you know of any others?...
AL: Ask the ALA Librarian, Sept. 14

ALA News

President-Elect Maureen Sullivan
ALA President-Elect Maureen Sullivan (right)
talks to American Libraries Associate Editor
Pamela A. Goodes in this interview (11:36)
about her goals for her presidential term, ALA
election voter turnout, the ALA Future Perfect
Report, diversity, and advocacy....
AL Focus, Sept. 13

Leading by example: Emerging
Leaders
Newcomers to the profession are getting a
boost toward leadership, thanks to ALA’s
Emerging Leaders program. Emerging
Leaders aims to put participants on the fast
track to ALA and professional leadership by offering learning,
networking, and volunteer opportunities. The program, which was
launched in 2007 as one of Leslie Burger’s presidential initiatives, is
limited to librarians at the beginning of their careers. Participation is
open to librarians under 35 or who have fewer than five years of
experience in a professional or paraprofessional library position. Watch
the AL Focus video (2:24), in which members of ALA’s 2011 class of
Emerging Leaders discuss their projects....
American Libraries feature; AL Focus, Sept. 13

ALA urges supercommittee to guard job-seeker
resources
The ALA Washington Office sent a letter (PDF file) to the Joint Select
Committee on Deficit Reduction September 13, urging the bipartisan,
12-member panel to protect federal support for our nation’s libraries
in its soon-to-be-released deficit reduction package. ALA asked the
committee, often referred to as the deficit-reduction supercommittee,
to maintain funding for the Library Services and Technology Act,
which was reauthorized last December....

In Working in the
Virtual Stacks: The
New Library and
Information Science,
veteran author Laura
Townsend Kane
interviews dozens of
practicing librarians
who are highly
involved with
technology as part of
their day-to-day jobs.
Revealing the full
richness of the
profession, Kane
profiles web-services
librarians in all types
of settings, from
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Office of Government Relations, Sept. 13

Libraries urged to participate in internet use survey
ALA is encouraging public libraries to participate in the 2011–2012
Public Library Funding and Technology Access Study online survey.
The survey provides an opportunity for libraries to share information
on computer and internet resources and infrastructure, as well as
funding, technology training, and other uses of public libraries, such
as providing public access technology centers in their communities.
The survey will be available through November 11....
Office for Research and Statistics, Sept. 12

Blume and Myracle help launch
Virtual Read-Out
Readers from across the United States are
demonstrating their support for free
speech by participating in a Virtual Read-
Out of banned and challenged books that
will culminate during the 30th annual
Banned Books Week, September 24–October 1. Individuals, libraries,
and bookstores are uploading videos to YouTube, tagged for the
Banned Books Week Virtual Read-Out channel. Videos of frequently
censored authors Judy Blume and Lauren Myracle (right) have
recently been posted....
Office for Intellectual Freedom, Sept. 13

Interview with Dan Kleinman of
SafeLibraries
Rory Litwin writes: “Dan Kleinman (right) is the man
behind the SafeLibraries campaign, which opposes the
ALA’s intellectual freedom efforts regarding challenged
books in school libraries and classrooms. From Dan’s
point of view, as many know, ALA is responsible for
exposing children to sexually inappropriate materials.
Dan agreed to an interview, which we conducted on
Facebook chat.”...
Library Juice, Sept. 13

North Carolina celebrates
Library Sign-Up Month
In September, the State Library of North
Carolina reminds residents not only that a
library card is the smartest card but that
having one totally rocks. The state library
kicked off its sixth annual Library Card
Sign-Up Month campaign, featuring Beaux Foy (above) from the North
Carolina–based band Airiel Down. Foy donated his time and image to
a print public service announcement (PSA) and a promotional video
(2:01) filmed at the West Regional branch of the Wake County Public
Libraries....
Public Information Office, Sept. 13; YouTube, Aug. 8

Submit your Smartest Card photos
In celebration of Library Card Sign-up Month, the atyourlibrary.org
website is looking for photos of library users with the “smartest
card”—a library card. Upload photos from your library to your Flickr
account, join the “Show Us Your Library Card!” group, and add your
photos to the group pool. Photos will be shown on the home page
throughout the month of September....
Public Information Office, Sept. 13
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Guadalajara Book Fair free pass
ALA and the Guadalajara International Book
Fair are partnering for the 13th year to provide
support for ALA members to attend the 25th
book fair from November 26 to December 4.
Free passes will be awarded to 150 librarians
who work in the area of Spanish-language
acquisitions. The deadline for applications has been extended to
October 1. This year’s invited country is Germany....
International Relations Office

LSSC project for LTA program partners
The ALA–Allied Professional Association invites colleges that offer
Library Technical Assistant degrees or certificates to participate in a
project that may allow their graduates to receive Library Support Staff
Certification (LSSC) without having to further demonstrate their skills
and knowledge. Over the next year, the ALA-APA will review
participating college curricula to find if graduates must complete
courses that cover the majority of LSSC’s competency requirements....
ALA–Allied Professional Association, Sept. 13

Go mobile the easy way
Library users increasingly expect access to their
libraries anywhere, anytime. Going Mobile:
Developing Apps for Your Library Using Basic HTML
Programming, a special report published by ALA
Editions, provides practical guidance in how
librarians can put the library in the palms of their
users’ hands. Using the HTML skills that many
librarians already have, along with flexible
development tools, technology expert Scott La
Counte shows how creating a customized mobile
app doesn’t need to be expensive or require deep expertise....
ALA Editions, Sept. 12

ALA Editions goes into OverDrive
OverDrive’s academic catalog grows more robust as titles from ALA’s
publishing imprint, ALA Editions, are added. ALA Editions offers more
than 75 unique e-books that cover a slew of current topics relevant to
all types of library institutions. Highlights include Young Adult
Literature by Michael Cart, The Frugal Librarian by Carol Smallwood,
and No Shelf Required by Sue Polanka....
OverDrive Digital Library Blog, Sept. 6

Featured review: Adult fiction
Murakami, Haruki. 1Q84. Nov. 2011. 928p.
Knopf, hardcover (978-0-307-59331-3).
Murakami writes two kinds of novels: short,
intimate, crystalline portraits of lovers, often
trapped in alternate worlds or struggling
between secret selves (After Dark, 2007), and
much longer, broad-canvas epics (The Wind-

university and its
library were
established in 1835,
shortly after Belgium
acquired independence
from the Netherlands.
The library was
completely destroyed
in a fire purposely set
on August 25, 1914,
by German troops
occupying the town at
the beginning of World
War I. Hundreds of
thousands of
irreplaceable books
and manuscripts were
lost. A new
Renaissance Revival
structure, designed in
1921 by American
architect Whitney
Warren and featuring
the controversial
inscription Furore
Teutonico Diruta: Dono
Americano Restituta
(“Destroyed by
Teutonic fury, restored
by American gifts”) on
its façade, was
dedicated in 1928. The
building and most of
its collections were
again destroyed on
May 16, 1940, during
the German invasion
of Belgium, although
apparently not
deliberately. The
losses included
specimens of every
incunable printed in
the Netherlands and
many books and
papers on socialism
and anarchism written
by German scholars in
the 1920s. The library
was rebuilt after World
War II in accordance
with Warren’s design.
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Up Bird Chronicle, 1997) that submerge the
reader in a tidal wave of story. His latest
definitely falls into the latter camp, and, yet, it clings
resolutely to the intimacy of the shorter works. This foray into
what is unquestionably Murakami’s most vividly imagined
parallel world begins simply, with two seemingly ordinary
events: two lonely 10-year-olds, a boy and a girl, Tengo and
Aomame, hold hands in an empty classroom, and for the next
20 years, while never seeing one another, they dream of
meeting but are strangely paralyzed to make it happen. Then
Aomame, a 30-year-old woman in 1984—and an assassin who
kills men who abuse women—walks down an emergency exit
from a Tokyo expressway and finds herself in another world,
which she calls 1Q84, a world overseen by two moons and
ruled, apparently, by the quixotic “little people.”...

Top 10 literary travel
books for 2011
Brad Hooper writes: “Ardent
travelers are not about to give up traveling or reading about
other travelers’ experiences. There is much to appreciate in
each of the following exciting travelogues, all reviewed in
Booklist over the past year.” These books will take you to the
Andes, the Middle East, India, Russia, Iran, Tibet, the Arctic,
and other faraway places....

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

Division News

PLA Conference housing and
registration open
Housing and registration for the Public Library
Association’s 2012 Conference, March 13-17 in
Philadelphia, are now open. The schedule is packed
with education, inspiration, and entertainment.
Keynote speaker Robert F. Kennedy Jr. will welcome
attendees at the Opening Session, while Betty White
will send them off from the Closing Session. In
between, more than 125 education programs,
engaging author events, unique networking opportunities, and a
bustling exhibits floor will keep attendees busy....
PLA, Sept. 9

Banned Websites Awareness Day resources
On September 28, AASL is launching the first annual Banned Websites
Awareness Day to spotlight the problem of excessive filtering of
legitimate educational internet websites in many K–12 schools. AASL

Hendrik Conscience
Memorial Library,
Antwerp, Belgium. The
first official library of
the city of Antwerp
dates back to 1481.
Since 1883, it has
been housed in the
Sodaliteit, a 1622
building that once
belonged to a Jesuit
monastery. The exhibit
hall (Nottebohmzaal)
houses the rare
materials, which
include 17th-century
terrestrial and celestial
globes made by Willem
Blaeu, an Egyptian
storage cabinet and
collection of books by
German archaeologist
Karl Richard Lepsius,
and busts of famous
writers from Antwerp
and other cities of
Europe.

This AL Direct feature
showcases 250 libraries
around the world that are
notable for their exquisite
architecture, historic
collections, and innovative
services. If you find yourself
on vacation near one of
them, be sure to stop by for
a visit. The entire list will be
available in The Whole
Library Handbook 5, edited
by George M. Eberhart, which
is scheduled for publication
later this year by ALA
Editions.
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is providing resources for school librarians and others concerned with
how filtering is affecting teachers’ ability to effectively use the
internet as an instructional resource and equally as important how it
is affecting student learning....
AASL Blog, Sept. 8

New Knowledge Quest website
The AASL journal Knowledge Quest now has an all-
new website. Coinciding with the newly released
September/October 2011 issue on “Educational
Gaming” (right), the newly launched site features a
variety of additional content and resources related to
the theme of the issue, including a new podcast
series, a new webinar series, and online bonus
features....
AASL, Sept. 13

ALTAFF Book Club Choices available
ALTAFF has made its collection of Book Club Choices available to the
public. More than 40 book reviews, originally featured in ALTAFF’s
member newsletter, The Voice, are available on the division’s website.
This is a great resource for Friends and/or library book clubs, as well
as for library patrons looking for advice on book club selections....
ALTAFF, Sept. 12

Become a Friend in time for National
Friends of Libraries Week
Your chance to honor library Friends is fast
approaching, with the fifth annual National Friends of
Libraries Week, October 16–22. Library lovers
everywhere are encouraged to join their local Friends
of the Library group, or show support for their local
library by wearing a celebratory button. ALTAFF and
ALA Graphics have partnered to create new Friend
Your Library buttons, available in packs of 6, 12, or
18, as well as downloadable materials....
ALTAFF, Sept. 13

LITA National Forum: Rich content, great
networking
There is still time to register for the 2011 LITA National Forum. Held
September 29–October 2 in St. Louis, the Forum offers nearly three
days of content-rich programming for library technologists, along with
the networking opportunities of a smaller conference. Attendees will
have the chance to get to know LITA leaders, Forum speakers, and
peers in the library and information technology field across all types
of libraries....
LITA, Sept. 13

Vote by September 16 for Teens’ Top
Ten 
YALSA invites all teens to get out the vote for the
Teens’ Top Ten. Teens can vote for their favorite

Career Leads
from

Digital Records
Archivist, Pennsylvania
State University,
University Park. The
person appointed to
this tenure-track,
faculty position will
manage the Eberly
Family Special
Collections Library’s
existing born-digital
archival holdings and
expand its capacity to
collect electronic
records with the initial
effort focused on
university records. The
Digital Records Archivist
will help develop and
implement workflows
and processes enabling
the effective
acquisition, description,
access, management,
and preservation of a
broad range of digital
content, including
university records,
websites, email, and
personal digital
archives. Reporting to
the head of the Special
Collections Library, this
position works closely
with the university
archivist, other archival
professionals, librarians,
information
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books from the last year in the annual poll. The 25
nominees for this year’s Teens’ Top Ten are available
online, along with a toolkit for librarians to promote
the Teens’ Top Ten to the young adults visiting their
libraries. Registration for Teen Read Week also ends on September
16....
YALSA, Sept. 8–9

More selections added to Great
Web Sites for Kids
ALSC has added five more informative and
engaging websites to Great Web Sites for
Kids, its online resource containing hundreds
of links to exceptional websites for children. Members of the ALSC
GWS Committee review potential sites for inclusion and vote on the
sites to be included....
ALSC, Sept. 13

Upcoming ALCTS e-Forums
ALCTS announces four new e-Forums. Offered free of charge, an
ALCTS e-Forum provides an opportunity for librarians to discuss
matters of interest, led by a moderator, through the e-Forum
discussion list. The e-Forum discussion list works like an email
discussion list: Register your email address with the list, and then you
will receive messages and communicate with other participants
through an email discussion....
ALCTS, Sept. 13

Awards & Grants

Nominations sought for Kilgour Award
Nominations are invited for the 2011 Frederick G. Kilgour Award for
Research in Library and Information Technology, sponsored by LITA
and OCLC. The award recognizes research that shows promise of
having a positive and substantive impact on any aspect of the
publication, storage, retrieval, and dissemination of information. Send
submissions to Nancy Roderer by December 31....
LITA, Sept. 12

Applications for 2012 PLA awards
PLA is now accepting applications for nine 2012 PLA Awards.
Nominate your colleague or library through December 1. This year,
through the generosity of sponsors, PLA is offering nine awards/grants
designed to highlight the best in public library service and to honor
those bringing innovation, creativity and dedication to public
libraries....
PLA, Sept. 9

ACRL seeks awards nominations
For more than three-quarters of a century, ACRL has been committed
to celebrating the achievements of academic and research librarians
through the presentation of awards, grants, and fellowships. ACRL
urges its members to nominate colleagues whose work has influenced
their thinking and growth as an academic librarian and whose

technologists, and
records creators
throughout the
university....

@ More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week

The Pennell
Photography
Collection at the
University of Kansas
Spencer Research
Library in Lawrence
consists of more than
30,000 glass plate
negatives that
represent the life work
of Joseph J. Pennell, a
successful commercial
studio photographer
who worked in
Junction City, Kansas,
from the early 1890s
to the early 1920s. It
offers a comprehensive
view of life in a
moderate-sized
Midwestern army-post
town on the Great
Plains at the turn of
the last century. The
university acquired the
negatives, along with
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contributions merit recognition by the profession. Nominations must
be submitted by December 2....
ACRL, Sept. 13

Ross Atkinson Award nominations sought
Nominations are being accepted for the 2012 ALCTS Ross Atkinson
Lifetime Achievement Award. The award recognizes the contribution of
a library leader who has demonstrated exceptional service to ALCTS
and its areas of interest (acquisitions, cataloging and classification,
collection management and development, preservation and
reformatting, and continuing resources). The deadline for nominations
and supporting materials is December 1....
ALCTS, Sept. 13

ALCTS seeks nominations for awards
Nominations are being accepted for the 2012 ALCTS awards for
innovation and collaboration, professional recognition, preservation,
excellence in publication, and continuing resources. ALCTS presents
11 awards to honor individuals and groups in these areas. If you are
interested in nominating a candidate for any of these awards, contact
the chair of the appropriate award jury by December 1....
ALCTS, Sept. 12–13

New grant in honor of Jan Merrill-
Oldham
The ALCTS Preservation and Reformatting Section is
offering a new grant in honor of the career and
influence of Jan Merrill-Oldham (right), distinguished
leader, author, and mentor in the field of library and
archives preservation. The Jan Merrill-Oldham
Professional Development Grant will provide the
recipient the opportunity to attend the ALA Annual Conference in
order to contribute to his or her professional development. The grant
consists of a $1,250 cash award donated by the Library Binding
Institute....
ALCTS, Sept. 13

Nominations for ALTAFF trustee awards
ALTAFF is accepting applications for the ALA Trustee Citation and the
ALTAFF Gale Outstanding Trustee Grant. Applications for both awards
are due December 30. For more complete information about these
awards and an application, visit the ALTAFF website....
ALTAFF, Sept. 13

Carnegie-Whitney Awards
The ALA Publishing Committee provides a grant of up to $5,000 for
the preparation of print or electronic reading lists, indexes, or other
guides to library resources that promote reading or the use of library
resources at any type of library. Send proposals to Mary Jo Bolduc by
November 4....
ALA Publishing, Sept. 12

TLA establishes annual Spectrum Scholarship
The Texas Library Association continues its commitment to diversity in
the library profession by announcing its support of the ALA Spectrum
Scholarship Program and this year’s special Spectrum Presidential
Initiative. Beginning in 2012, TLA will annually fund one Spectrum
Scholarship for an individual attending an ALA-accredited graduate
program in library and information studies or an AASL-recognized
school library program in Texas....

10 ledgers of business
records, in 1950.
Pennell’s novelist son,
Joseph Stanley
Pennell, was
persuaded to donate
them by KU faculty
member Robert Taft,
who selected 4,000
images that he
considered significant,
printed them, and
prepared a traveling
exhibition, which
generated a great deal
of interest. In 1983,
with funding provided
by NEH, the entire
collection was
surveyed, and
additional images were
printed and cataloged
along with the images
selected by Taft. It is
this subset that is now
viewable online.

Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site.

Public
Perception 
How the World 
Sees Us

“‘When I first saw
1968 on the web
page, I thought,
Wow, apparently, all
those Brady Bunch
books I’ve read
listing 1969 as the
show’s first year
were wrong,’ Caryn
Wisniewski told
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Spectrum Initiative, Sept. 9

Reforma Fellowship winner
PLA has awarded a $1,000 fellowship to Loanis
Menendez-Cuesta (right), reference and young adult
librarian of Delray Beach (Fla.) Public Library, to attend
the Reforma National Conference in Denver, September
15–18. Applicants for the fellowship were asked to
describe ways they envision elevating access to public
library services for Latinos and Spanish-speaking
communities. Menendez-Cuesta is the newly elected president of
Reforma’s Florida chapter....
PLA, Sept. 12

IMLS exhibit booth visits
Kevin Cherry writes: “One of the pleasures of
being a program officer at IMLS is meeting with
grant recipients. It is especially enjoyable when
those grant recipients are scholarship students.
Back in June, a number of scholarship
recipients visited the IMLS exhibit booth at the
ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans. Among
those I had the pleasure of meeting were San Jose State University’s
LIS scholarship students (right) supported as part of the IMLS-funded
“Circle of Learning Project.”...
UpNext: The IMLS Blog, Sept. 9

Gale’s 2011 TEAMS Awards
Reference publisher Gale and Library Media Connection magazine on
September 12 announced the three winners of the TEAMS Award—
Teachers and Media Specialists Influencing Student Achievement. The
2011 winners are Winter Park Elementary School in Wilmington, North
Carolina; Patrick F. Taylor Science and Technology Academy in
Jefferson, Louisiana; and Skyline High School in Ann Arbor, Michigan.
The award was created to recognize the critical collaboration between
teachers and media specialists in promoting learning and increasing
student achievement....
Cengage Learning, Sept. 12

Ezra Jack Keats minigrants
Ezra Jack Keats Foundation minigrants of
$500 are given to public schools and public
libraries for projects that foster creative
expression, collaboration, and interaction with
a diverse community. They represent an
opportunity for educators, whose efforts are
often inadequately funded or recognized, to
create special activities outside the standard curriculum and make
time to encourage their students. The deadline for minigrant proposal
submissions is March 15. Watch the minigrant video tutorial
(14:00)....
Ezra Jack Keats Foundation; YouTube, June 5

Mind Book of the Year
Mind, the U.K. mental health charity, has chosen as
the 2011 winner of its Mind Book of the Year
performance artist Bobby Baker for Diary Drawings:
Mental Illness and Me, a collection of 158 drawings
and watercolors selected from the accumulated
hundreds she drew on a daily basis from 1997 to

reporters at a press
conference. ‘But
even though I
obviously trusted the
internet, I was still
kind of puzzled. So I
checked other Brady
Bunch fan sites, and
all of them said
1969. After a while,
it slowly began to
sink in that the
World Wide Web
might be tainted
with unreliable
information.’
Following up on her
suspicion,
Wisniewski phoned
her public library,
the ABC television
network, and the
office of Brady Bunch
producer Sherwood
Schwartz—all of
whom confirmed that
Ted’s Ultimate Brady
Bunch Site was in
error.”

—“Factual Error Found on
Internet,” The Onion, May 22,
2002.

@ More quotes...

Ray Bradbury's Fahrenheit
451 is the Latest Classic
Film for Movie Night

Getting Crafty @ your
library

Another Card-Carrying
Member of the CPL
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2008, when she was struggling with mental illness.
The award is presented to the best book, either fiction
or nonfiction, that makes the greatest contribution towards increasing
an understanding of mental illness....
The Guardian (U.K.), Sept. 12

Seen Online

Supreme Court to rule on GPS and privacy
In November, the U.S. Supreme Court will hear arguments in United
States v. Jones, the most important Fourth Amendment case in a
decade. The justices will address a question that has divided the lower
courts: Do the police need a warrant to attach a GPS device to a
suspect’s car and track its movements for weeks at a time? Their
answer will bring Fourth Amendment law into the digital age,
addressing how its prohibition of “unreasonable searches and
seizures” applies to a world in which people’s movements are
continuously recorded....
New York Times, Sept. 10

Man arrested in University of Missouri library fire
Officials reopened the University of Missouri’s Ellis Library September
13 after workers finished cleaning up water-soaked ceiling tiles and
carpet in the basement and first floor resulting from an arson fire set
early September 10. Police arrested 25-year-old Chistopher C. Kelley
on suspicion of burglary, arson, and property damage. Some 80 wet
books were freeze-dried over the weekend to prevent mold growth.
About $10,000 worth of replaceable microfilm reels were damaged.
See some photos of the damage here....
Columbia (Mo.) Daily Tribune, Sept. 10, 12; MU Alert, Sept. 13; The Missourian, Sept. 12

Borders liquidator donates books to Chicago Public
Schools
Hilco Trading, a private firm in Northbrook, Illinois, was recognized by
Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel September 10 for donating academic-
quality books valued at approximately $130,000 to the Chicago Public
School System. The books covered a wide range of nonfiction topics
and were hand-selected and purchased by Hilco from Borders Book
Stores across the United States....
Hilco Trading, Sept. 10

Kansas broadband services
slashed
A Kansas broadband network has cut its
services to schools, hospitals, and libraries
because of budget cuts approved by the
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Kansas legislature and Gov. Sam Brownback. Kan-ed discontinued
LiveTutor, a heavily used service providing online tutor support for
students, on July 1. Other services for research, educational
databases, and a service that helps hospitals in emergency situations,
have been cut by 50%. Kan-ed was set up by the legislature in 2001
to provide for a broadband technology–based network....
Lawrence (Kans.) Journal-World, Sept. 13

St. Paul braces for library cuts
Under pressure from the mayor’s office to shave more than $1 million
in expenses, the St. Paul (Minn.) Public Library would reduce hours,
increase fees and fines, and lay off workers in a proposed 2012
budget that makes tough choices throughout the city’s library system.
In all, the library system would remain open to users 645 hours a
week, down from the present 691 hours, and would drop from 166.9
FTE positions to 155.3 next year after cuts to clerical workers, library
help-desk associates, and a librarian....
St. Paul (Minn.) Pioneer Press, Sept. 8

Jacksonville faces budget reduced by $3.5 million 
The 21 branches of the Jacksonville (Fla.) Public Library may have
their hours slashed, be closed on Mondays, and have their staff cut
too. It's all part of budget cuts that went from an expected $900,000
to now more than $3 million. Bill Brinton, a member of the group
Save Jacksonville Public Libraries, said he’s okay with the original
$900,000 plan because library hours would not be affected, but $3.5
million is a bit much....
WTLV-TV, Jacksonville, Fla., Sept. 12; Jacksonville Public Library

Western Ontario librarians on
strike
Library personnel at the University of
Western Ontario in London, represented
by the UWO Faculty Association, went
on strike September 8 after failing to
reach an agreement with the
university. The 50 unionized librarians and archivists—most of whom
are women—have been without a contract since June 30. While
compensation and workload are key issues, gender has also become a
negotiating point....
London (Ont.) Community News, Sept. 8; UWO Faculty Association

Patrons rally to save Detroit branch
Users of the Detroit Public Library’s Chase branch held a daylong
protest September 8 in hopes of saving what they say is the heart of
their neighborhood. Chase is one of six branches slated to close under
a proposal by Detroit Public Library administrators, who say layoffs in
March have stretched the staff too thin. But the plan comes three
months after officials abandoned plans that would have closed as
many as 18 branches. The board of commissioners is expected to
vote on the plan by the end of September....
Detroit News, Sept. 9

Database of Virginia slave names goes
online
Scholars at the Virginia Historical Society in Richmond
have set out to leaf through 8 million documents
dating back to the 17th century, seeking the names
of slaves. The preliminary results, listing about 1,400
enslaved people and 180 owners, started appearing
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September 14 in a database on the society’s website.
“Unknown No Longer: A Database of Virginia Slave Names” is
searchable by locations, professions, and first and last names, among
other keywords....
New York Times, Sept. 8

Woman pleads not guilty to stealing 2,000 library
books
A 44-year-old Vista, California, woman accused of stealing thousands
of books from public libraries in Carlsbad, Oceanside, and San Diego
pleaded not guilty to felony theft charges during her arraignment
September 9. Carlsbad police said officers recovered 2,000 library
books during a search of Maria Nater’s home after her arrest on
September 6. Detectives had gone there to investigate reports of a
significant loss of books from Carlsbad Public Library between March
and July. Nater had also been reported acting suspiciously at the
library on July 25....
Escondido (Calif.) North County Times, Sept. 9

Sex offenders banned from Knox County libraries
Knox County, Tennessee, Mayor Tim Burchett by executive authority
September 12 banned those listed on the Tennessee Sex Offender
Registry from visiting county libraries. He said if they need to use the
services, the offenders can access the library catalog and electronic
resources online or have someone else check out and return library
material on their behalf. Any offender who has been warned not to
enter a library and does so may be arrested for criminal trespass.
Indiana University law student Jennifer Ekblaw points out (PDF file)
that this has been tried before....
Knoxville (Tenn.) News Sentinel, Sept. 12; Indiana Law Review 44 (2011): 919–956

Pima County to launch a book
bike
The Pima County (Ariz.) Public Library plans
to launch a three-wheeled mobile library this
winter. The book bike, inspired by an
independent service in Chicago (right), is a
project of Adult Services Librarian Karen
Greene. The books on the bicycle library will
be free for people to take. The idea is to
educate people who may not have been to the library in a long time.
Greene secured $4,000 from a state library grant to get the book bike
built by Haley Tricycles in Philadelphia....
Tucson Velo, Sept. 7

And Brazil has its Bicicloteca
Collecting and distributing books to
disadvantaged areas of society can present
logistical problems, but the Institute of Green
Mobility in Brazil has found a simple solution
with Bicicloteca, a tricycle adapted to function
as a mobile library. The tricycle was created to
bring books to homeless people, those living
in areas with no access to a library, or those who cannot afford
books. The institute loans the Bicicloteca to NGOs and trains them on
how best to approach people and how to perform monthly
maintenance....
Springwise, Sept. 6; Instituto Mobilidade Verde

Washington, D.C.

Sept. 24–
Oct. 1:
Banned Books Week.
Sponsor: ALA Office
for Intellectual
Freedom.

Sept. 28:
Banned Websites
Awareness Day.

Oct. 6:
Read for the Record.
Reading event
sponsored by
Jumpstart. Call for an
end to America’s early
education achievement
gap by reading Llama
Llama Red Pajama by
Anna Dewdney.

Oct. 9–12:
American Society for
Information Science
and Technology,
Annual Conference,
New Orleans Marriott.
“Bridging the Gulf:
Communication and
Information in Society,
Technology, and
Work.”

Oct. 14–15:
American Printing
History Association,
Annual Conference,
Faculty Center,
University of California
at San Diego, La Jolla.
“Printing at the Edge.”

Oct. 16–22:
National Friends of
Libraries Week.
Sponsor: ALA’s
Association for Library
Trustees, Advocates,
Friends, and
Foundations.

Oct. 16–22:
Teen Read Week.
Sponsor: ALA’s Young
Adult Library Services
Association.
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The Uni mobile library debuts in
Manhattan
A futuristic private mobile library debuted
September 11 at Lower Manhattan’s New
Amsterdam Market. The Uni, as it’s been
dubbed by creators Leslie and Sam Davol, is
composed of 144 detachable cubbies that can
be arranged in various configurations to act as
the shelves of an eye-catching portable reading
room. The design features hundreds of cone-shaped covers for book-
filled cubbyholes that can be removed and turned into benches and
tables. The Uni offers free-to-read books—curated to complement the
setting—for children and adults....
DNAinfo, Sept. 8

Wisconsin State Law Library
celebrates 175 years
The Wisconsin State Law Library has been
helping lawyers and other citizens of this state
for 175 years and September 14 it is
celebrating its anniversary with a private
reception. Wisconsin became a state in 1848,
but the library was established in 1836 when an act of Congress
created the Territory of Wisconsin. The 16th and final section of that
act appropriated funds for the Wisconsin State Library to support the
needs of its fledgling government. “It was the first library established
in the state of Wisconsin,” said library history buff Larry Nix, one of
the reception speakers....
Madison Wisconsin State Journal, Sept. 14

Woman rescued after car flips into
library
A single-car crash caused a stir at the Tiverton
(R.I.) Public Library September 7. The driver, a
woman estimated to be in her mid-80s, was
trapped inside her car for a brief time before
firefighters extricated her from the rear
passenger door. Adult Services Librarian Prudence Fallon said she
heard a loud crash and called 911 while Circulation Librarian John
Fitzgerald and nurse Sue Wilkie, who happened to be in the library at
the time, spoke to the woman while she was trapped in her car....
Fall River (Mass.) Herald News, Sept. 7; WHDH-TV, Boston, Sept. 8

Edinburgh’s mysterious book
sculptor strikes again
They have been described as the work of a
“mystery book sculptor with a heart of gold.” Yet
another miniature model fashioned out of a book
has been left at one of Edinburgh’s cultural
locations, and though the latest offering takes
the form of a magnifying glass, there is still no
clue as to who is behind them. The latest
sculpture, found sitting on a bookshelf at Edinburgh Central Library,
brings the tally discovered since March to seven. Edinburgh
photographer Chris Scott has a roundup of photos, locations, and
sources....
Edinburgh (U.K.) Evening News, Aug. 30; Central Station Blog, Aug. 31

Australian city considers vein scanners
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Federal Depository
Library Conference,
Doubletree Hotel,
Arlington, Virginia.

Oct. 17–19:
ARMA International,
Conference, Gaylord
National Hotel and
Conference Center,
National Harbor,
Maryland.

Oct. 27–30:
American Association
of School Librarians,
National Conference,
Minneapolis Convention
Center. “Turning the
Page.”

Nov. 2–3:
Library 2.011, Virtual
Conference.
Cosponsors: San José
State University SLIS,
ALA, Special Libraries
Association.

Nov. 8–12:
Association for
Educational
Communications and
Technology,
International
Convention,
Jacksonville, Florida.
“Celebrate 3.0:
Design.Learn.
Community.”

Nov. 14–15:
Life and Literature
Conference,
sponsored by the
Biodiversity Heritage
Library, Field Museum
of Natural History,
Chicago.
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A radical plan to use biometric vein-scanning
technology to monitor the working hours of library
staff is being considered by Monash Council in
Melbourne, Victoria. The system would involve staff
checking in and out of work by having their fingers
scanned, rather than using time sheets. But Australian
Services Union Assistant Branch Secretary Igor Grattan
said the system was an invasion of privacy that angered library staff
and councillors....
Waverley (Vict.) Leader, Sept. 13

Go back to the Top

Tech Talk
A first look at what’s new in
Windows 8
Whitson Gordon writes: “Microsoft
revealed a more in-depth look at
Windows 8 at the Build Conference on
September 13, featuring a new tablet
interface as well as the traditional
mouse-and-keyboard desktop. Microsoft’s reimagining of Windows 8
is focused very heavily on a new, Metro-style touch-based interface.
However, they make a big deal of saying that it’s just as usable with
a mouse and keyboard. And Windows 8 actually has better
performance than Windows 7.” Watch the video overview (8:22)....
Lifehacker, Sept. 13; YouTube, Sept. 13

How to buy a netbook
Cisco Cheng writes: “As a category, netbooks
are such a diverse group that it’s hard to come
up with a single, all-encompassing definition.
The best indicators that you’re dealing with a
netbook are a low price, light weight, and low-
powered components. It’s likely the system will
have a screen on the smaller side and a basic
feature set. Still, netbooks vary in screen size, typing experience, and
specialty features. Despite their current state, there are certainly
enough netbooks that warrant further explanation. Luckily, this
netbook buying guide does just that.” And here are PC Magazine’s top
10 choices....
PC Magazine, Sept. 8

Awesome Instagram apps and services
Ellyssa Kroski writes: “Instagram, the mobile photo-
sharing app for the iPhone and iPad, has spread like
wildfire with more than 7 million users sharing 150
million photos. This addictive little app enables users
to snap photos with their devices, add fun and
transformative filters, and then share them on such
social networks as Facebook, Flickr, and Twitter. Its
burgeoning popularity has brought with it a slew of
third-party apps to enhance your Instagram
experience. Here are some of the best.”...
iLibrarian, Sept. 13

Twitter releases web analytics tool
How much traffic does your website receive from Twitter? Twitter Web
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Analytics, a new tool announced September 13, should help provide
some clarity to website owners who rely on the information network
for content distribution. It’s powered by BackType, the social analytics
company that Twitter acquired in July. The tool is free and currently
in beta....
Mashable, Sept. 13

So many gadgets, so many aches
Look around, they’re everywhere: hunched
shoulders, angled necks and wrists, hands
twisted like claws. As people harness their
bodies to use more electronic devices in more
places, they may unknowingly be putting
themselves at a greater risk of injury. By
positioning themselves improperly, people are
at greater risk of eye strain, tendinitis, and carpal tunnel syndrome.
Repetitive actions that lead to overuse of muscles and tendons can
inflame them, causing pain in the hands, shoulders, neck, and back....
New York Times, Sept. 10

25% of federal web domains are unreachable
Approximately 25% of top-level federal web domains can’t be
accessed by web users, according to an unofficial analysis by FCC
New Media Fellow Benjamin Balter released on September 7. The
analysis examined 1,761 federal government domains using a tool
called Site Inspector, which provides detailed information about a
website and its capabilities. Balter admitted that the unreachable sites
may be due to progress achieved by federal agencies on the White
House goal to reduce government websites over the next year, or
simply could be due to sites being temporarily down.... 
Government Technology, Sept. 13; Benjamin J. Balter, Sept. 7; Nextgov, Sept. 9

The best drive cloning app for
Windows
Whitson Gordon writes: “Windows has countless
drive cloning programs available, each with their
own strengths and weaknesses. It’s almost
impossible to pick the perfect one, but if you have
a drive to clone, we recommend starting your
search with DriveImage XML. Its biggest
advantage is that you don’t have to reboot your computer to run the
cloning process. It can ‘hot image’ your drive so you can start cloning
while you keep working.”...
Lifehacker, Sept. 13

How to install a new hard drive
Eric Z. Goodnight writes: “It’s recession
economics 101—you can’t always afford to
shell out for a whole new PC. In this first of a
new series of Hardware Upgrade posts, we’ll
cover the basics for buying new drives,
backing up old system disks, and opening up
your PC to swap out drives. It’s great geeky
fun, and it can help you put off a new PC purchase for just a little bit
longer. Installing a hard drive is a fairly simple affair. Here’s the
lowdown on what you’re going to need to upgrade your storage.”...
How-To Geek, Sept. 14

Fix incorrect photo dates in Flickr
J. D. Biersdorfer writes: “Flickr gives you the ability to edit your
photos and information about those photos even after you upload
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them to the site. You can change the dates one by one if you have a
small amount of photos to fix, or you can also change the date on a
whole batch of images at once. To correct the dates on just a picture
or two, click the photo’s thumbnail image on your main Flickr
page.”...
New York Times: Gadgetwise, Sept. 9

E-Content
Amazon ponders Netflix-like book
service
Amazon is reportedly in talks with publishers to
turn a selection of Kindle books into a Netflix-like
content library as an added bonus for Amazon Prime customers.
Under the rumored plan, Prime members would get to read a limited
number of books for free every month from a library of older titles as
part of their annual $79 Prime membership fee. Brennan Slattery
identifies five things that Amazon must do for this scheme to succeed.
And what does its success mean for libraries? The Guardian’s Sarah
Crown speculates: “If I were a librarian, I confess, I’d be putting the
career-change plan into action just about now.”...
PC World, Sept. 12; PWxyz, Sept. 12; The Guardian: Books Blog, Sept. 12

Authors Guild sues universities over
HathiTrust
With the Google Settlement in tatters and the case
expected to soon head back to litigation, the Authors
Guild has doubled down on its infringement claims by
suing a consortium of university libraries over the
HathiTrust digital initiative. According to the complaint,
filed September 12 in New York, the Authors Guild—
along with the Australian Society of Authors, the Union Des Écrivaines
et des Écrivains Québécois, and eight individual authors—has filed a
copyright infringement suit against the consortium, led by the
University of Michigan, but which now numbers more than 50 partners
and nearly 10 million volumes. James Grimmelmann offers an
analysis of the lawsuit, and Karen Coyle adds her thoughts....
Publishers Weekly, Sept. 12; The Laboratorium, Sept. 12; Coyle’s InFormation, Sept. 12

Authors Guild googles the author of an orphan work
The Authors Guild writes: “About two minutes of googling turned up a
professor emeritus of one of the HathiTrust ‘orphan works’ candidates.
He lives in suburban Maryland. His second book sold a reported one
million copies, and he’s listed in IMDB (two of his books were turned
into movies: one starred Elvis Presley, the other Warren Beatty). He
has a literary agent, and he signed an e-book contract earlier this
month. No, we’re not making this up.”...
The Authors Guild Blog, Sept. 14

Indiana University strikes deal with e-textbook
publishers
Indiana University has negotiated new publisher agreements that are
expected to reduce the costs of e-textbooks for students, extend the
periods in which they have access to the texts, and give them more
flexibility in how they use the digital material. The current set of
agreements applies to e-text publishers John Wiley and Sons,
Macmillan’s Bedford Freeman and Worth Publishing Group, W. W.
Norton, and Flat World Knowledge....
Campus Technology, Sept. 13
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Libraries and e-books: The lending continues
Blake Sanders writes: “With the rising trend of e-readers, public
libraries are providing new downloadable e-books and audiobooks for
their customers. If you have a library card and a high-speed internet
connection, you can download an e-book at libraries offering this
service. Generally, e-book downloads are available in mobi, EPUB, and
PDF formats. Some branches also offer a selection of e-readers to
check out.”...
eBookAnoid, Sept. 14

E-book inventor Michael S. Hart (1947–
2011)
Michael S. Hart, who was widely credited with creating
the first e-book when he typed the Declaration of
Independence into a computer on July 4, 1971, and in
so doing laid the foundations for Project Gutenberg,
the oldest and largest digital library, was found dead
September 6 at his home in Urbana, Illinois. He was
64. Today, Project Gutenberg consists of more than 30,000 books in
60 languages, with the emphasis on titles of interest to the general
reader....
New York Times, Sept. 8

Why an e-book still needs an index
Peter Meyers writes: “Indexers are the offensive linemen of book
publishing. No one notices their work until they screw up. Today’s
question is: Why do the vast majority of e-books today come without
indexes? First, implementation challenges. A reader’s ability to adjust
font size plays havoc with page references. Most publishers, when
asked about indexes, point to search as a decent substitute. But it’s
not. The absence of an index deepens reader prejudice regarding the
value of e-books. It’s not unfair to say that books that do less are
worth less. It doesn’t have to be that way.”...
O’Reilly Radar, Sept. 2

Under the sea with a Sony
Reader
Nate Hoffelder writes: “Have you ever
been 300 feet down in the ocean and
had a hankering to read an e-book? Me
neither, but some people want to keep
their options open. A pair of divers, Mark
Thurlow and Robin Jacoway, dive all over the world and they wanted
to take a Sony Reader with them. They asked Gates, a specialist in
underwater equipment cases, to make a custom case for the Sony
Reader PRS-300. The video (4:32) actually shows an image where you
can read the text through the screen.”...
The Digital Reader, Sept. 14; YouTube, Sept. 12

The lifespan of a link
Nick Bilton writes: “Pop quiz. How long do you think a fresh new link
lasts online before people stop clicking on it? The answer: on
average, just shy of 3 hours. If you ask the same question about a
news-related link, the answer is a measly 5 minutes. According to
new research by Bit.ly, links have different lifespans if they are
posted on Facebook and Twitter or sent through email or chat
clients.”...
New York Times: Bits, Sept. 7; bitly blog, Sept. 6

Techniques for electronic resource management
Jill Emery and Graham Stone write: “Two decades after the advent of
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electronic journals and databases, librarians are still grappling with
ways to best manage these resources in conjunction with their print
resources. Every two weeks for the next three months, this blog will
look at each of the six stages in electronic resources management
and invite you to review and comment.”...
TERMS: Techniques for ER Management, Sept. 9

UNC to launch a Digital Innovation Lab
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill is launching a virtual
lab that will encourage collaborative, interdisciplinary, and innovative
digital humanities projects. The Digital Innovation Lab will encourage
the production of digital public goods—projects and tools that are of
social and cultural value, can be made publicly available, are scalable
and reusable, or serve multiple audiences. One immediate focus will
be the use of maps, newspapers, city directories, and public records
data by scholars and the public in understanding the history of
communities....
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Sept. 14

Books and Reading
James and his giant peach turn 50
Gillian Engberg writes: “September 13 has been
declared Roald Dahl Day in honor of the author’s
birthday, and this year also marks the 50th anniversary
of the publication of James and the Giant Peach.
Penguin Young Readers Group has rolled out an
interactive site filled with activities, games, and
opportunities to send a Peach-gram that will help keep
a virtual peach rolling around the world, and Quentin
Blake, illustrator of recent editions of Dahl’s books, will hold a live
webcast on September 28. All of this fanfare has made me curious
about the many ways that James and his wondrous fruit world have
been portrayed over the decades.”...
Booklist Online: Likely Stories, Sept. 13

Can celebrities write good children’s
books?
Betsy Morais writes: “The celebrities-who-write-
children’s-books boom began about three decades
ago, according to Wendy Lukehart, youth collections
coordinator at the District of Columbia Public Library.
Charles, Prince of Wales, came out with The Old Man
of Lochnagar in 1980, and Jimmy Buffet and his
daughter wrote The Jolly Mon in 1993. But the trend
stretches back even further. In 1955, an entertainer who was a vocal
coach and friend of Judy Garland published a book about Eloise, a
little girl who lives at the Plaza Hotel (as the author did, apparently
rent-free).”...
The Atlantic, Sept. 12

Writers who don’t read
Buzz Poole writes: “At the New Yorker’s Book Bench, Macy Halford
recently posed an important question: ‘What is wanting to write
without wanting to read like? It’s imperative that we figure it out,
because Giraldi’s right: It’s both crazy and prevalent among budding
writers.’ She was echoing a question asked by debut novelist William
Giraldi, who in the course of teaching writing at Boston University has
noticed a growing number of aspiring writers disinclined to read. How
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can anyone claim to be interested in writing without being serious
about reading? What does this say about culture at large?”...
Salon, Sept. 12; New Yorker: The Book Bench, Aug. 18

Do literary agents try to straighten gay characters
in young adult lit?
Rachel Manija Brown and Sherwood Smith write: “We are published
authors who cowrote a postapocalyptic young adult novel. When we
set out to find an agent for it, we expected to get some rejections.
But we never expected to be offered representation on the condition
that we make a gay character straight, or cut him out altogether. We
wrote this novel so that the teenagers we know—some of whom are
gay, and many of whom are not white—would be able, for once, to
read a fun postapocalyptic adventure in which they are the heroes.
And we were told that such a thing could not be allowed.”...
Publishers Weekly: Genreville, Sept. 12

Farewell, Miss Zukas
Barbara Lloyd McMichael writes: “Whenever I get a
little misty for the old days, I have discovered a
comfortingly familiar throwback in the character of
Miss Wilhelmina Zukas, librarian heroine of the murder
mystery series by Sumas, Washington, author Jo
Dereske. Helma, as she is called, may well be making
her last appearance, however; the latest book in the
series is titled Farewell, Miss Zukas. At work, Helma
continues to cope with her head-in-the-clouds library
manager, Ms. Moon, as well as the rest of the staff.”...
Bellingham (Wash.) Herald, Sept. 12

Reading fiction improves empathy
Burying your head in a novel isn’t just a way to escape the world:
Psychologists are increasingly finding that reading can affect our
personalities. A trip into the world of Stephenie Meyer, for example,
actually makes us feel like vampires. A University at Buffalo study
published in Psychological Science found that undergraduates who
read Harry Potter self-identified as wizards, whereas those who read
Twilight self-identified as vampires....
The Guardian (U.K.), Sept. 7

Reading fiction affects our response to aggression 
A Brigham Young University research team led by Sarah M. Coyne
writes in the British Journal of Social Psychology: “Reading aggression
in literature can influence subsequent aggressive behavior, which
tends to be specific to the type of aggression contained in the story.”
The study does not show that reading a fictional account of an
aggressive action increases belligerent behavior, but it suggests
exposure to such literature has a psychological impact on readers,
affecting the way they respond to provocations....
Miller-McCune, Sept. 7

Vintage dust jackets
Emily Temple writes: “We don’t know
about you, but it’s not too often that
we stop to look at a dust jacket in its
entirety, and as we’ve come to
discover, that is a shame. Earlier this
week, Dangerous Minds tipped us off to Facsimile Dust Jackets, a
treasure trove of beautiful, fully unfurled (flaps and all) vintage
jackets from almost 8,000 books. As an added bonus, you can also
buy the prints from the website.”...
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Flavorwire, Sept. 11; Dangerous Minds, Sept. 2

Actions & Answers
Deadline extended for JCLC proposals
The Steering Committee of the 2012 Joint Conference of
Librarians of Color has extended the open call for
program proposals for the conference, scheduled for
September 19–23, 2012, in Kansas City, Missouri.
Proposals must be submitted by October 1. All proposals
will be blind reviewed (without author identification) by
the JCLC Program Committee. Notification of proposal
selection will be made between November 1 and December 15....
ALA Office for Diversity, Sept. 13

Bookmobile and Outreach
Services Conference
Outreach librarians and bookmobile
professionals will come together October 13–
15 in Cleveland for the 2011 Association of Bookmobile and Outreach
Services Annual Conference. This year’s conference returns to Ohio,
site of the first national bookmobile conference in 1985, as attendees
examine the trends and challenges in delivering 21st-century library
services in their communities. Featured speakers include author
Audrey Niffenegger and Satia Marshall Orange, retired director of the
ALA Office for Literacy and Outreach Services....
ALA Office for Literacy and Outreach Services, Sept. 13

Are librarians different from other professionals?
The University at Buffalo is doing a study of how librarians spend their
time outside of work. If you are a librarian, complete this brief
survey. It should take about 10 minutes to answer a few questions.
The findings will help librarians to understand themselves better, to
know what makes them different in how they spend their spare time,
and to plan how they will spend their time in retirement. If you would
like to be notified of the study’s results, send an email to Renee
Bush....
Health Sciences Library, University at Buffalo

Seven myths about internet filters
Doug Johnson writes: “Here are some common myths created both
through ignorance and intent about internet filters. These mistaken
beliefs often result in poor decisions about the use of this software,
leading to censorship of online resources. You and your school will be
more successful in developing good policies about filtering if you have
good information about how this software works. And it will be up to
you, the librarian, to bring intellectual freedom into the
conversation.”...
AASL Blog, Sept. 13

STAR guide to mobile learning devices
In the latest School Technology Action Report,
Education’s Guide to Mobile Devices: Everything You
Need to Know about Mobile Tech and Your Schools
(PDF file), the editors of eSchool Media highlight what
every school needs to know about the benefits of
mobile devices, why they have become a game-
changer in education, and best practices for
implementing and managing mobile devices in
classrooms. In this collection of industry reports and in-depth case
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studies, you’ll find teacher-vetted apps and mobile technologies to
help you understand how to make use of mobile....
eSchool News, Sept. 1

If you were on Twitter
Scott McLeod writes: “Dear educator, if you were on Twitter
yesterday, you might have found the following 20 useful things. But
you weren’t on Twitter yesterday, so it’s likely that you saw none of
this. Because you’re not on Twitter, what you don’t realize is that
Twitter is the back fence you share with your neighbors. Except your
neighbors are people all over the world who share your interests and
passions and can help you accomplish your personal and professional
goals. Why, again, dear educator, aren’t you on Twitter?”...
Big Think: Dangerously Irrelevant, June 2

50 alternative ways for students to tell their stories
Joyce Valenza writes: “I decided to update an old PowerTools
document of ideas I had for mixing up the traditional student project
and for offering students alternate strategies for communicating their
knowledge and creativity. Yes, I have tried many of these at home
with adventurous teachers. I thought I’d share. Please feel free to add
your own creative ideas to this list in our Google Doc....
School Library Journal: NeverEndingSearch, Sept. 11

Is it plagiarism?
Kent Anderson writes: “The two most popular
plagiarism-detection programs are Turnitin,
widely used in higher education, and CrossCheck, widely used by
scholarly publishers. Both programs rely on software developed by
iParadigms. Inside Higher Ed published a story suggesting that a
lesser-known iParadigms product called WriteCheck is allowing the
company to work both sides of the plagiarism game. For $6.95, a
student can submit a paper to WriteCheck and get ideas for
grammatical improvements and proper citations. In addition, the
student also apparently learns if any part of the paper would be
flagged by Turnitin. In short, this doesn’t seem right.”...
The Scholarly Kitchen, Sept. 12; Inside Higher Ed, Sept. 9

13 virtues of the next-gen librarian
Andy Burkhardt, Catherine R. Johnson, and Carissa Tomlinson write:
“Benjamin Franklin developed a system of 13 virtues that were
personally important, and he worked to improve himself by strictly
following those virtues. In the spirit of Franklin, here is a proposed
list of virtues of next-gen librarians that can be used as a tool to
guide our self-improvement as librarians in the 21st century. The list
comes from discussions among the authors, as well as conversations
with other librarians and library directors.”...
College and Research Libraries News 72, no. 8 (Sept.): 450–452, 467

Surviving your library job search
Yvonne Mulhern writes: “Job hunting, even at its best, is never easy.
In a down economy and a profession teeming with freshly minted
graduates, it can be a long, soul-sucking experience wrapped inside a
nightmare wrapped inside an abyss (ok, maybe I exaggerate a little).
Here are some ideas that will hopefully lessen the pain.”...
Letters to a Young Librarian, Sept. 9

Seven ways to build custom
maps
Richard Byrne writes: “This morning on
Twitter someone asked if there is a way for students to create online
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maps without a Google Account. The answer is yes and here are
seven tools that students can use to build custom maps online. One is
Build A Map, a new service that allows you to build layers on top of
Google Maps. This is different than creating maps in the My Places
feature of Google Maps.”...
Free Technology for Teachers, Sept. 12

Not in Our Town: In the library
In Not In Our Town: Light in the
Darkness, a new 60-minute documentary
that debuts on PBS stations September
21, the Patchogue-Medford (N.Y.) Library
plays a pivotal role as a safe haven for the
local immigrant community. In Fall 2008,
Reference Librarian Jean Kaleda (right) and Library Assistant Gilda
Ramos learned that people were afraid to attend evening ESL classes
at the library for fear of being attacked while walking the streets at
night. A week later, Marcelo Lucero was murdered, and the library
became a place for healing and community participation. Two videos
feature Kaleda and Ramos, talking about the library’s community
function. Local screening requests for the documentary are still being
accepted....
Not in Our Town

It’s a field trip adventure!
Marge Loch-Wouters writes: “In the past, our public library tours for
school groups were okay but lacked punch and direction. Kids were
led around from one collection to the next and given pretty much the
same spiel no matter what their ages. So a year ago, we decided to
reimagine the tours into field trips with a concentration on fun and
giving kids a glimpse into how libraries really work. But before the fun
we had to work on the mechanics.”...
Tiny Tips for Library Fun, Sept. 7

Authors to highlight National Book
Festival
An unprecedented 112 authors, poets, and illustrators
will speak and meet with their readers at the 2011
National Book Festival, sponsored by the Library of
Congress. The event, to be held September 24–25 on
the National Mall, will also offer more authors and
activities for young readers than ever before. The
event is free and open to the public. Festival fans will
find the usual array of author pavilions—history and
biography, fiction and mystery, poetry and prose, and contemporary
life, along with a pavilion aimed at teens and another for children....
Library of Congress, Sept. 13

Intellectual property and the public interest
A group of more than 170 policymakers and advocates from 35
countries who met August 25–27 at American University’s Washington
College of Law has issued a Washington Declaration on Intellectual
Property and the Public Interest. The declaration provides a series of
specific recommendations for action, and the group is asking
interested individuals to sign it. Though there seems to be a fairly
broad agreement on the need for a more balanced intellectual
property system that effectively promotes innovation, views diverge
on how best to achieve it....
InfoJustice.org

52 types of blog posts that are proven to work
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Karol Król writes: “Blogging is not only about putting together 400–
2,000 words of text and publishing them on your WordPress site. As a
blogger, you can choose from a much bigger variety of possible blog
post types (and content in general). One of the most effective ways
of fighting writer’s block is having a big resource file, containing lots
of ideas and frameworks for new posts. This list is divided into a
couple of sections depending on the purpose and characteristics of
each content type.”...
ProBlogger, Sept. 3

John Raitt papers go to Library of
Congress
The Music Division of the Library of Congress will
receive an extensive collection of Broadway and
personal memorabilia from the estate of Broadway
giant John Raitt (1917–2005), who originated the
role of Billy Bigelow in the Rodgers and
Hammerstein show Carousel and also starred in
The Pajama Game, Oklahoma!, and other top
musicals from the 1940s to the 1960s. An audio
interview with Raitt’s daughter, singer-songwriter Bonnie Raitt, can be
heard on the LC website....
Library of Congress, Sept. 7

Limerick library to lead information
literacy project
The Limerick Institute of Technology Library in Ireland
has received a grant of €1.2 million (U.S. $1.6 million)
from the European Union Executive Agency to lead a
cooperative project with seven other nations that will
develop information literacy in the Western Balkans. It is the largest
sum ever awarded for a library and information science project in the
history of the EU’s Tempus program. The project will develop
innovative online information literacy modules for lifelong learning....
Irish Library News, Sept.

How to make the most of your teen collection
Audrey Sumser writes: “You’ve got the materials. You’ve got the
space. So what can a teen librarian do to draw the teens in and get
the books in their hands? A lot, actually. Here is a brief list of some
of the techniques that you can use to make the most of your teen
collection.”...
YALSA Blog, Sept. 12

A lush library for literal
wallflowers
Matt Hickman writes: “In October 2010,
North America’s largest green wall was
unveiled at the Semiahmoo branch of the
Surrey (B.C.) Libraries. Sure, this feat of
sustainable landscaping was impressive
back in its infancy—a whopping 3,000 square feet of soil-less splendor
—but nearly a year later, the lush creation of design firm Green Over
Grey is really something to behold. The library’s green wall consists of
more than 10,000 individual plants representing more than 120
unique species.” Contemporist has many photos of the wall....
Mother Nature Network, Sept. 12; Contemporist, Aug. 29

Messages on library postcards
Larry Nix writes: “Some people who collect
postcards want only those that haven’t been

http://www.contemporist.com/2011/08/29/semiahmoo-green-wall-by-green-over-grey/gw_290811_10/
http://www.loc.gov/today/pr/2011/11-140.html
http://www.loc.gov/today/pr/2011/11-140.html
http://www.loc.gov/today/pr/2011/11-140.html
http://www.loc.gov/podcasts/raitt/podcast_raitt.html
http://www.loc.gov/podcasts/raitt/podcast_raitt.html
http://www.librarycouncil.ie/irishlibrarynews/september-2011-316/lit-library-wins-e1171557-to-lead-major-eu-project-on-information-literacy/
http://www.librarycouncil.ie/irishlibrarynews/september-2011-316/lit-library-wins-e1171557-to-lead-major-eu-project-on-information-literacy/
http://www.librarycouncil.ie/irishlibrarynews/september-2011-316/lit-library-wins-e1171557-to-lead-major-eu-project-on-information-literacy/
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/tempus/index_en.php
http://yalsa.ala.org/blog/2011/09/12/how-to-make-the-most-of-your-teen-collection-2/
http://yalsa.ala.org/blog/2011/09/12/how-to-make-the-most-of-your-teen-collection-2/
http://www.mnn.com/your-home/organic-farming-gardening/blogs/surreys-lush-library-for-literal-wallflowers
http://www.mnn.com/your-home/organic-farming-gardening/blogs/surreys-lush-library-for-literal-wallflowers
http://www.mnn.com/your-home/organic-farming-gardening/blogs/surreys-lush-library-for-literal-wallflowers
http://www.greenovergrey.com/
http://www.greenovergrey.com/
http://www.contemporist.com/2011/08/29/semiahmoo-green-wall-by-green-over-grey/
http://libraryhistorybuff.blogspot.com/2011/09/messages-on-library-postcards.html
http://libraryhistorybuff.blogspot.com/2011/09/messages-on-library-postcards.html


AL Direct, September 14, 2011

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2011/september/091411-2.htm[7/17/2014 3:06:15 PM]

used. I, on the other hand, value postcards
that have been used more highly than
unused cards. As a collector of library
postcards, I especially like postcards that
include a message that relates to the library pictured on the postcard
or a message that indicates that the sender and/or recipient was a
collector of library postcards. Billy R. Wilkinson found that messages
on library postcards fell into four categories.”...
Library History Buff Blog, Sept. 9

Dealing with information overload
Dan Messer writes: “So, like a lot of people my age, I’m 35. And like
a lot of people in general, I use Google Reader to keep track of a
bunch of feeds. I have no idea how many are in my reader, and I
don’t care. See that? That bolded bit? That, my friends, is the secret
to information overload. So I do something else a lot of other people
do: I declare RSS bankruptcy and mark a bunch of crap as read, even
though I never even looked at it.”...
Not All Bits, Sept. 7

Scavenger hunt at Puyallup
Public Library
Fifteen teens spent the night in the
Puyallup (Wash.) Public Library after
reading a ton of books and attending
programs (6:39). Part of the Late-Night
Lock-In was a carefully prepared scavenger
hunt, involving lots of research, getting to know the library, and some
crazy activities. Then they watched the sun rise and ate cold pizza
with doughnuts....
YouTube, Sept. 10

Go back to the Top

Sign up to receive AL Direct every Wednesday here.
American Libraries Magazine, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago, IL 60611 americanlibrariesmagazine.org.
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Summer reading stats skyrocket
in Indianapolis
A library-museum partnership has resulted in
a 60% jump in summer-reading participation
at the Indianapolis–Marion County Public
Library’s infoZone branch, which is located
inside the Children’s Museum of Indianapolis.
“All of our library locations were buzzing with activity, but the
Children’s Museum exceeded our expectations,” IMCPL Director of
Programming and Project Development Chris Cairo said of the 1,350
infoZone participants. “To see that kind of growth at one of our most
popular venues is especially gratifying.”...
American Libraries news, Sept. 20

Next Steps: A look inside the NPR
Library
Brian Mathews writes: “Welcome to a typical day at
the National Public Radio library in Washington, D.C.,
where over 10,000 reference questions come in each
year from staff, producers, and correspondents in the
United States and around the globe. From fact-
checking and pronunciation to background music,
audio clips, and transcripts, the library helps deliver the news. Laura
Soto-Barra (right) is the senior librarian, overseeing a staff of 17 plus
interns.”...
American Libraries column, Sept./Oct.

Youth Matters: The lowdown on
STEM
Linda W. Braun writes: “Each week I have
at least one conversation about how schools and libraries are working
to support teaching and learning in STEM: science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics. I’ve discovered that some librarians
are struggling to figure out what their role should be in the STEM
universe. I’m here to give you a few pointers.”...
American Libraries column, Sept./Oct.

Reformistas gather to reflect,
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recharge
Miguel Figueroa writes: “Reforma, the National
Association to Promote Library and Information
Services to Latinos and the Spanish Speaking,
celebrated 40 years of advocacy at its 4th
National Conference in Denver, September 15–
18. Fittingly, the conference, whose theme was ‘Elevating Latino
Library Services to a Higher Level,’ coincided with the Diez y Seis de
Septiembre (the anniversary of the Mexican War of Independence
from Spain) and the start of Hispanic Heritage Month.”...
AL: Inside Scoop, Sept. 20

Republic board returns banned books—
for parents only
The Republic (Mo.) School District board voted
September 19 to return Kurt Vonnegut’s
Slaughterhouse-Five and Sarah Ockler’s Twenty Boy
Summer to the high school library—but in a secure
section that is only accessible to parents. The board
banned the books from the curriculum and library in
July. The controversial action drew nationwide
attention, leading to a decision last month to reconsider the ban....
AL: Censorship Watch, Sept. 21

Gossip Girl controversy in Lake County,
Florida
A commissioner in Lake County, Florida, wants the
Gossip Girl young adult novel series created by Cecily
von Ziegesar moved from the teen to the adult
section in the Lake County Library System. “We’re not
saying ban the books,” explained Jimmy Conner at a
September 13 commission meeting. “We’re allowing
the filth to be in the library, just not in the children’s
section.” Connor’s request was apparently in response
to concerns raised by state Sen. Alan Hays (R-Umatilla), who was in
turn prompted by Leesburg resident Dixie Fechtel....
AL: Censorship Watch, Sept. 20

Reading levels
Q. Is there a reliable source for the suggested reading level of a
novel? I’m a teacher who requires independent reading, but the
novels my students bring me sometimes look “too young” for the
grade I teach. I cannot always find information on what reading level
the novel was intended to entertain. A. Determining the age-
appropriateness of a book is complex and factors in the vocabulary
used and writing style, as well as thematic content and plot elements.
For current materials, the grade level a book is intended for is
suggested by the publisher....
AL: Ask the ALA Librarian, Sept. 21

ALA News

This year’s Teen Read
Week theme, “Picture
It @ your library,”
encourages teens to
read graphic novels
and other illustrated
materials. Renowned
illustrator Gareth Hinds
has created original art
for this Teen Read
Week 2011 poster. A
graduate of Parsons
School of Design,
Hinds is the critically
acclaimed creator of
five graphic novels,
including the recent
and much-praised The
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2012 slate of Council candidates announced
The ALA Nominating Committee has released the names of ALA
members chosen as candidates to run in the 2012 ALA election for a
seat on the Association’s governing Council....
Office of ALA Governance, Sept. 20

Presidential Task Force on School Libraries
To combat increased reports of threats to school library instructional
programs, ALA President Molly Raphael has launched a Special
Presidential Task Force on School Libraries. The task force will lead a
campaign addressing the urgent need for school library advocacy for
school libraries, as well as the impact of the deprofessionalization and
curtailment of school library instructional programs on students and
student achievement. She has asked for librarians of all types to get
involved....
Office for Library Advocacy, Sept. 20

Banned Books Week: What
subversives are you reading?
Susan Richards Rodarme writes: “So, Banned Books
Week is nigh upon us; starting September 24 and
ending October 1, it’s a supposedly naughty way to
kick off the season of chills, thrills, and stuffing
yourself to the gills. Having looked at the lists that
the ALA put out—all of the books I see there take a
naked look at humanity and its weaknesses,
troubles, desires, and triumphs. Why should Their Eyes Were
Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston (one of my personal favorites)
be a banned book? Because it acknowledges that sometimes men
didn’t treat their wives so well, or because it features a large cast of
African-American people?”...
Insatiable Booksluts, Sept. 13

More Banned Books Week
Virtual Read-Out videos
Nanette Perez writes: “As Banned Books
Week approaches, we will feature videos of
highly acclaimed authors either reading
from a banned or challenged book or
discussing the importance of the freedom
to read as part of the Banned Books Week
Virtual Read-Out. Here are two videos featuring authors Jay Asher
and Chris Crutcher (right).”...
OIF Blog, Sept. 20

National Gaming Day: Map of
participating libraries
Jenny Levine writes: “It’s here: the first
version of the map of participating libraries
for National Gaming Day, November 12. We
have nearly 800 libraries showing on the
map, so check here to make sure yours is
listed. We only added your location if you
checked the box asking to be displayed on the national map. This
version is current as of September 14. If your library hasn’t
registered, sign up now....
National Gaming Day @ your library, Sept. 21

Odyssey, published by
Candlewick Press,
which is included on
YALSA’s 2011 Great
Graphic Novels for
Teens. NEW! From
ALA Graphics.
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Next Steps

Youth Matters

Censorship Watch

Currents

Perpetual Beta

Inside Scoop

Ask the ALA
Librarian

Solutions and
Services

AL Focus

Great Libraries
of the World

Plantin-Moretus
Museum Library,
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Join your chapter and ALA for one
low price
Students in 18 states can join their state chapter
and ALA for one low price of $35, anytime from
now through August 31, 2012. At this time it is
not possible to apply online for joint membership;
however, it’s an easy three-step process. To apply
for joint membership, visit the Joint Membership Program and find out
if your chapter participates in the program (so far, only 18 chapters
have arranged for this opportunity)....
AL: Student Membership Blog, Sept. 21

Longest ALA Library reference request
on a postal card
Larry Nix writes: “The excellent staff of the ALA
Library is always willing to respond to reference
requests within the scope of the library’s mission.
They might have been taken aback, however, if they
had received the lengthy request sent in 1912 by an
Italian professor on the postal card shown here.
Adolphus Laura of the Royal Technical Institute in
Cosenza, Italy, broke his request into five questions
mostly related to ‘the classification of clippings,
notes, index reruns, abstracts, correspondence, and documents’ and
the Dewey Decimal Classification.”...
Library History Buff Blog, Sept. 18

Reach your library audience through
Facebook
ALA TechSource announces a new workshop featuring
David Lee King on how to use Facebook for library
services and user engagement. This 90-minute
workshop will show librarians how to use the popular
social networking site to help their libraries and will
take place on November 2....
ALA TechSource, Sept. 20

Collaborate with teens to build better programs
ALA Editions announces a new workshop on “Collaborating with Teens
to Build Better Library Programs” with Jennifer Velásquez, who will
offer practical strategies for giving teens the lead in developing high-
appeal collections and services. You will also learn how to draw from
the insights of teens to create an online presence that is both
relevant and effective. The workshop will take place on in two 90-
minute sessions on November 10 and 17....
ALA Editions, Sept. 20

Web design basics for librarians
ALA Editions announces a new facilitated eCourse on
the basics of web design for librarians. Diane Kovacs,
a librarian and experienced online instructor, will
serve as the instructor for a six-week facilitated
eCourse starting on November 7. Kovacs will show
you how to design attractive, clear, and accessible
webpages and give you the foundation for learning
more. Once you know the basics, you can deepen
your contribution to the web team with skills in
Cascading Style Sheets and JavaScript....
ALA Editions, Sept. 20

Antwerp, Belgium.
Originally a collection
belonging to the
renowned 16th-
century printers
Christophe Plantin and
Jan Moretus, the
library is located in a
museum at their
former home and
workshop. Their
proofreaders
constantly needed new
dictionaries and other
reference works, and
by the early 19th
century the firm
owned 10,000
volumes. Sold to the
city in 1876 as a
printing museum, the
library also has a
modern collection of
books on graphic
design.

Franciscan
Monastery Library,
Dubrovnik, Croatia.
Rebuilt after a
devastating
earthquake in 1667,
the Franciscan library
owns a first edition
(1521) of the epic
poem Judita by Marko
Marulić and a
manuscript of the
Croatian Baroque epic
Osman by Ivan
Gundulić. Historical
manuscripts of medical
prescriptions from the
monastery pharmacy,
in use since 1317, are
also kept in the
library. On permanent
exhibit are a 15th-
century silver-gilt
cross and silver
thurible, an 18th-
century crucifix from
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Build library websites with Drupal
ALA Editions announces a new facilitated eCourse on
using the Drupal content management system to
build library websites. Sean Fitzpatrick, a librarian and
web developer specializing in Drupal, will serve as the
instructor for a six-week facilitated eCourse starting
on November 7. Participants will build an attractive,
functional library website using Drupal 7. This test
website will be hosted on a server for six months
after the eCourse, facilitating additional learning....
ALA Editions, Sept. 20

Conjuring up kindergarten magic
Kindergarten Magic: Theme-Based Lessons for
Building Literacy and Library Skills, published by
ALA Editions, is a time-saving program planner for
librarians and classroom teachers alike, including
everything needed to get started—reading lists,
flannelboard patterns, poems, songs, easy crafts,
and take-home activities to extend the learning
process. Kathy MacMillan and Christine Kirker offer
scores of creative ideas, including activities keyed
to popular classroom themes....
ALA Editions, Sept. 15

Featured review: U.S. history for
youth 
Wood, Douglas. Franklin and Winston: A
Christmas That Changed the World.
Illustrated by Barry Moser. Sept. 2011.
40p. Grades 5–8. Candlewick, hardcover
(978-0-7636-3383-7).
In December 1941, England was several
years into its war with Germany. Earlier in
the month, the U.S. fleet had been bombed
at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, by Japan. With a world war raging,
who had time to celebrate Christmas? This remarkably
readable title describes a unique moment in time—the meeting
of British Prime Minister Winston Churchill and President
Franklin Delano Roosevelt at the White House over the
Christmas holidays. The book grabs readers with its description
of Churchill’s harrowing trip across the ocean on a British
battleship. Despite the possibility of being hit by German
submarines, Churchill was determined to meet the president
and “plan how they might save the world.” For his part,
Roosevelt eagerly awaited the visit, and he made sure he was
standing on his own, without a wheelchair, when he greeted
the prime minister....

Classic romance novels
John Charles and Shelley Mosley
write: “In theory, e-books have
resurrected many long-out-of-print titles, including romances.

Jerusalem, a 1541
martyrology by
Bemardin Gucetić, and
illuminated psalters.

This AL Direct feature
showcases 250 libraries
around the world that are
notable for their exquisite
architecture, historic
collections, and innovative
services. If you find yourself
on vacation near one of
them, be sure to stop by for
a visit. The entire list will be
available in The Whole
Library Handbook 5, edited
by George M. Eberhart, which
is scheduled for publication
later this year by ALA
Editions.

Career Leads
from

Digital User
Experience Librarian,
University of Texas at
San Antonio. The
individual in this
position will assume a
key role in developing
user-centered websites,
learning modules, and
other applications that
intuitively deliver digital
collections, resources,
and services. The
person in this position
will employ standard
user-experience design,
processes, and research
methods, and analyze
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In reality, most public libraries still need actual hard copies of
these perennially popular novels. Tracking down copies of
tried-and-true treasures of the romance genre can be
challenging, but it is possible to keep your library well stocked
with classic romances. To help you get started, here is a
sampling of classic romance novels (including some two-for-
one deals) that are back in print and ready for your
readers.”...

Booklist again chosen as
partner in National Reading
Group Month
Booklist has been selected for the fourth
year as a partner for the Women’s
National Book Association’s National
Reading Group Month in October. The
popular Booklist blog Book Group Buzz, offering helpful and
entertaining information to reading groups both in and outside
libraries, is again the official partner blog. “Great Group Reads
Selections” are a key element of National Reading Group
Month, and this year, 20 Great Group Reads have been
selected on the basis of their appeal to reading groups,
covering timely and provocative topics and including
underrepresented gems from small presses and lesser-known
mid-list releases from larger houses....

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

Division News

ACRL guide to security considerations
ACRL has released Guide to Security Considerations
and Practices for Rare Book, Manuscript, and Special
Collection Libraries, the first book to specifically
address security of special collections in academic
libraries. Compiled and edited by Everett C. Wilkie
Jr., the work covers topics integral to the security
process, including background checks, reading room
and general building design, technical processing,
characteristics and methods of thieves, materials recovery after a
theft, and security systems....
ACRL, Sept. 20

Literature librarians and faculty
partner for academic success
The ACRL Literatures in English Section has
created a video (3:46) featuring four
professors who discuss how working with
literature librarians has enhanced their
teaching and research. LES developed the
video to raise awareness among university
faculty, administrators, and students of the many benefits of the
literature librarian-teaching faculty collaboration....
ACRL Insider, Sept. 21

Ten librarians win Teens’ Top Ten sets

usage statistics and
trends to evaluate
library users’ online
needs....

@ More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week

Wish You Were
Here: Saskatchewan
Postcard Collections
highlights more than
4,500 postcards found
in 11 archives
throughout the
province of
Saskatchewan. Hosted
by the Saskatchewan
Council for Archives
and Archivists, the
images found on the
site are eclectic. No
attempt was made to
curate the cards or
select thematically
specific images. The
postcards came to be
in archival collections
in a variety of ways.
Some, sent to
individuals in
Saskatchewan, are
part of larger archival
groups; some were
collected by
individuals; others
were collected by
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YALSA announced the winners of its Teens’ Top Ten Books Giveaway,
funded by the Dollar General Literacy Foundation. Each library will
receive a set of the 25 books nominated for the 2011 Teens’ Top Ten.
The list will be announced during Teen Read Week, October 16–22....
YALSA, Sept. 20

YALSA online course reveals Secrets of the Seal
For more than a decade, YALSA has honored the best books for teens
with the Michael L. Printz Award. Librarians and educators can learn
how the awards committee deems a book Printz-worthy and how to
entice teens to read award-winning titles in a new, self-paced online
course taught by Printz Award committee member Brenna Shanks.
Registration is open for the October 3–31 offering....
YALSA, Sept. 20

National Friends of Libraries Week
ALTAFF is coordinating the sixth annual National Friends of Libraries
Week, October 16–22. The celebration offers a two-fold opportunity to
celebrate. Friends groups can use the time to creatively promote their
group in the community, raise awareness, and promote membership.
The celebration also offers an excellent opportunity for the library
staff and trustees to recognize the Friends for their help and support
of the library....
ALTAFF, Sept. 20

ALTAFF members can get discounted
calendars
ALTAFF is making Book Lover’s page-a-day 2012
calendars, published by Workman, available to its
members at a greatly reduced price. Members can
purchase the 2012 Book Lover’s Calendars and sell
them at a deep discount to Friends, use them as
an incentive for joining the Friends, stock them in
the Friends’ bookstore, or use them as prizes. Each year, thousands
of Friends groups and libraries purchase the calendar as a fundraiser
in their libraries and communities....
ALTAFF, Sept. 20

Register for the AASL Virtual Conference
Registration is now open for the virtual component of the AASL 15th
National Conference. The AASL11 Virtual Conference will offer national
conference attendees and those following the activity from afar the
chance to virtually connect to the conference and exhibition taking
place October 27–30 in Minneapolis. For more information and to
register, visit the AASL website. Advanced registration pricing for the
Minneapolis conference ends September 29....
AASL, Sept. 15, 20

Last chance to sign up for RUSA courses
Registration for RUSA’s “Introduction to Spatial Literacy and Online
Mapping” and “Health Information 101” will close September 22. The
spatial literacy course will run September 26–October 14 and is
taught by Eva Dodsworth, geospatial data services librarian at the
University of Waterloo Map Library, Waterloo, Ontario. The health
information course will run September 26–November 7 and is taught
by Maura Sostack, who manages the health sciences libraries at
Virtua Health....
RUSA Blog, Sept. 21

AASL sponsors four Spectrum scholars at its

institutions for the
images or text they
presented. The only
unifying theme of the
exhibit is that all of
the postcards now
form part of
Saskatchewan’s rich
and diverse archival
heritage.

Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site.

Public
Perception 
How the World 
Sees Us

“When I was
growing up, I moved
around a lot, and
changed schools
fairly frequently—a
not uncommon
circumstance for
many kids who grow
up to be actors. I
was an avid reader,
made even more so
by my frequent
moves—the first
place I would visit in
a new town was the
local library—and
nothing made me
happier than reading
a book and feeling
like I was ‘inside’ a
story. It is a feeling
that persists when I
read today, and
especially when I
act; I became an
actor because I felt
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conference
AASL will sponsor the attendance of four Spectrum Scholars at its
15th National Conference and Exhibition in Minneapolis, October 27–
30: Nancy Gallegos, Hannah Gómez, Jade Torres-Morrison, and James
Wallace Jr. Each of the selected Spectrum Scholars will receive
complimentary registration for the conference and a $750 travel
stipend....
AASL, Sept. 20

AASL revamps its recruitment website
AASL has published a revamped website focused on the recruitment
of potential school librarians. Developed to provide information to
those interested in joining the profession as well as those seeking to
recruit people to the profession, the website contains information on
the job itself, the job outlook, education and licensing across the
United States, job hunting, and ideas for recruitment....
AASL, Sept. 20

LLAMA webinar for job-seekers 
You have your MLS degree—but what’s next? Applying for and
interviewing for a job can be fraught with anxiety and frustration, but
you can put yourself ahead of the herd with the right information.
LLAMA’s Human Resources Section will present a free webinar, “Job
Hunting for Today’s Libraries in Today’s Job Market,” on October 19.
Register online.... 
LLAMA, Sept. 15

ACRL invites applications for Immersion ’12
ACRL is accepting applications for its Information Literacy Immersion
’12 Program Teacher and Program tracks, to be held July 22–27,
2012, at Champlain College in Burlington, Vermont. Five members of
the nationally recognized Immersion faculty will lead participants
through four-and-a-half days of intensive information literacy training
and education. Complete program details and application materials
are available online. The deadline for applications is December 2....
ACRL, Sept. 20

PLA library advocacy education
program
Registration has opened for the October 31–
December 12 session of Turning the Page 2.0, a
free, online advocacy training program for public
libraries, developed and presented by PLA with
generous support from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. Turning
the Page 2.0 will be offered two additional times in 2012. The
upcoming session will begin with an optional, in-person kick-off on
October 28 at the Michigan Library Association Annual Conference in
Kalamazoo....
PLA, Sept. 15

YALSA to examine trends impacting YA
service at Midwinter
Jeanie Austin (right), project coordinator for Mix IT Up!
at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign’s GSLIS,
will present her paper, “Critical Issues in Juvenile
Detention Libraries,” January 21 at YALSA’s Trends
Impacting Young Adult Services event, during the ALA
2012 Midwinter Meeting in Dallas. Austin will explore how youth and
librarians can navigate the tensions of access to information in an
institutional setting. Registration is open....

that when I acted, I
could physically get
inside the book.”

—Actress Julianne Moore,
quoted in “Julianne Moore’s
Favorite Books from
Childhood” New York Times
Arts Beat blog, Sept. 13.

@ More quotes...
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YALSA, Sept. 20

Fall into learning with YALSA webinars-on-demand
Looking for guidance into the latest topics in teen services? Look no
further than YALSA’s webinars-on-demand. Previously recorded
webinars, led by content experts selected by YALSA, are
complimentary for YALSA members and available for purchase for
nonmembers. Webinars-on-demand are available in five content
areas: advocacy, collection development and readers’ advisory,
programming, technology, and YA service delivery....
YALSA, Sept. 20

Refresh your library’s existing teen services
Find out how you can give your library’s standard teen services a
boost at YALSA’s “Innovations in Essential Teen Services” half-day
workshop on January 20, prior to the ALA Midwinter Meeting in
Dallas. Join YALSA to learn easy-to-implement updates on providing
readers’ advisory, homework help, teen space design, and promoting
and developing literacy skills....
YALSA, Sept. 20

Awards & Grants

Leading by example: 2011 ALA award
winners
The individuals and libraries listed here have been
singled out by their peers for their extraordinary
achievements. These are the highest and most
prestigious awards given by the American Library
Association, but they are only a handful of the
200+ awards presented annually by ALA, its divisions, round tables,
offices, and other units. See more winners on the ALA awards page....
American Libraries feature

ASCLA seeks nominations for 2012 awards
Nominations are now being accepted for ASCLA’s five 2012 awards for
service, leadership, and achievement. Nominations for all awards must
be received by December 15. Submission information can be found on
each nomination form located on the specific award pages....
ASCLA, Sept. 20

Nominations sought for RUSA awards
RUSA is now accepting nominations for its 12 achievement awards
and four grants for 2012. The nominations deadline for all awards and
grants is December 15, except the BRASS Gale Cengage Learning
Student Travel Award, which has a deadline of January 31. Read
details about nomination instructions....
RUSA, Sept. 20

South Carolina honors literacy leaders
The University of South Carolina and the state’s library community
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presented the fifth Annual Literacy Leaders awards on September 13,
rewarding efforts to improve literacy in South Carolina. One of this
year’s recipients was the Spartanburg County Public Libraries
Children’s Department for its “Real Mommies Read” program, which
encourages teen mothers to develop their own information literacy as
well as their babies’ literacy....
University of South Carolina, Sept. 14

2011 Emmett Leahy Award
In a ceremony at the National Archives on September
15, Jason R. Baron (right), director of litigation at the
National Archives, was awarded the Emmett Leahy
Award for Outstanding Contributions and
Accomplishments in the Records and Information
Management Profession. Baron is the first federal
lawyer to receive the award. Baron won the award for
his contributions to the development of the first government-wide
regulations governing the preservation of email....
National Archives, Sept. 15

2010 Lane Anderson Award
The two winners of the 2010 Lane Anderson Award
were announced September 14 by the Fitzhenry Family
Foundation at a celebration dinner in Toronto. The
$10,000 award honors two jury-selected books, in the
categories of adult and young reader, published in the
field of science, and written by a Canadian. The
winners are The Ptarmigan’s Dilemma by John and
Mary Theberge (McClelland and Stewart) and Evolution
by Daniel Loxton (Kids Can)....
Lane Anderson Award, Sept. 14

2011 Frank O’Connor Short Story Award
The veteran Irish writer Edna O’Brien has been named
the winner of the 2011 Frank O’Connor Short Story
Award for her collection Saints and Sinners. She is the
first Irish writer to win. The award, worth €35,000
($47,870 U.S.) and now in its seventh year, is the
richest in the world for a collection of short stories. It is
sponsored by Cork City Council and organized by
Munster Literature Centre as part of its annual Cork
International Short Story Festival....
Irish Examiner (Cork), Sept. 21

Seen Online

Senate committee increases GPO funding
The Senate Committee on Appropriations passed its Legislative Branch
Appropriations bill with an increase in funding for the Government
Printing Office over the amount in the House committee’s bill. The
Senate version includes $116.8 million for GPO while the House bill
set the amount at $108.1 million....
District Dispatch, Sept. 16
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$200,000 awarded to 60 NYPL library
workers
Sixty workers at the New York Public Library were
awarded a total of $200,000 in retroactive Sunday
overtime pay under a July arbitration ruling. The
arbitrator ordered the library to reinstate its longtime
practice of premium pay for voluntary overtime work
on Sundays and give the affected members back pay from August 1,
2010, when the union filed the grievance, to July 19, the date of the
decision....
AFSCME District Council 37, Sept.

The toughest reference questions
Randy Dotinga writes: “One reader questioned the
value of publicly funded libraries and asked this: ‘Why
do librarians need to make $70k a year? The Dewey
Decimal system isn’t rocket science.’ Armed with
righteous annoyance, I joined the online fray myself,
noting that librarians aren’t cheap because they need
knowledge to find knowledge. And then I got to
wondering. What are the most difficult questions that
reference librarians have ever had to answer? Here’s
what librarians from across North America had to say
via email.”...
Christian Science Monitor, Sept. 16

Biden donates senatorial papers to
University of Delaware
Joseph R. Biden Jr., a U.S. senator from Delaware
for 36 years until his election as vice president in
2008, was at the University of Delaware on
September 16 to donate his senatorial papers to
the university library. The papers encompass more
than 2,500 cartons of papers, in addition to 415
GB of electronic records, all of which are currently stored in the
National Archives and Records Administration. The papers will be
sealed for two years after Biden retires from public office....
UDaily, Sept. 16

Police seize firearms from suspected library thief
When police searched the home of Maria Nater, a Vista, California,
woman suspected of stealing a huge number of books from several
San Diego County public libraries, they found more than 2,000 books
and DVDs. They also discovered 43 guns and rifles, including a 1936
German Mauser, a sniper rifle, and a semiautomatic AR-15 rifle, some
of which don’t seem to have proper paperwork. The weapons are
believed to belong to Nater’s husband, Fernando, who is a former
member of the U.S. military....
Escondido North County Times, Sept. 15

Banned books of Texas
The ACLU of Texas has released its annual list of
books banned by the state’s school districts. Texas
schools banned 17 books in 2010–2011, a decrease
from the 20 taken from shelves the previous year.
Among the usual suspects this time around: R. L.
Stine, a Gossip Girl novel, and the ever-popular gay
penguins tale And Tango Makes Three. Another
highlight: An elementary school in the San Antonio
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area put Merriam-Webster’s Visual Dictionary in a restricted area
because of “sexual content or nudity.”...
Houston Press: Hair Balls, Sept. 15; ACLU of Texas, Sept. 15

Throwing the book at school libraries
It’s September, a time to remind children that we care about them
and have high hopes and all that. So what’s going on in Los Angeles
Unified? The school district is dumping 227 of its 430 elementary
school library aides and cutting the hours of another 193 aides in half.
Welcome back to school, kids....
Los Angeles Times, Sept. 14

Tears flow as Urban Affairs Library
closes
Tears ran freely as Toronto’s Urban Affairs
Library closed its doors for the last time on
September 14. The branch, which opened at
Metro Hall in 1992, was slated for closure in
March after months of budget negotiations between the library board
and city council. Its staff and collection are moving to the Toronto
Reference Library....
Toronto Star, Sept. 15

Marin library Friends sound alarm over blue bins
Library support groups in Marin County, California, are successfully
chasing away a private business that invites people to donate their
used books by putting them in large, blue metal bins outside local
markets and other stores. Both Andronico’s and Safeway have asked
that the bins be removed from outside their stores. Library supporters
fear that the efforts of the for-profit Thrift Recycling Management
could diminish the number of books people donate to nonprofit library
boosters....
Marin (Calif.) Independent Journal, Sept. 18

Pit bull attack in library leads to lawsuit
A woman is suing the city of Molalla, Oregon, for almost $158,000
because she was attacked by a pit bull named Snoopy while visiting
the Molalla Public Library. Renee Marshall, 55, was visiting the library
in October when she saw Snoopy in the building, according to a
lawsuit filed in Clackamas County. The dog belonged to library
volunteer Linda Forney, who was shelving books at the time....
Portland Oregonian, Sept. 13

Sex offender apprehended at Knoxville library
Police arrested a sex offender inside the downtown Lawson McGhee
branch of the Knox County (Tenn.) Public Library September 15, just
days after Mayor Tim Burchett implemented a policy to ban offenders
from the building. Library officials are supposed to compare the
state’s sex offender list with the library system’s active cardholder list
and then send certified letters to anyone who matches up. The ACLU
sent Burchett a letter September 16 asking him to withdraw his new
policy....
Knoxville (Tenn.) News Sentinel, Sept. 16–17; ACLU of Tennessee

Battered library looks ahead
Almost every scrap of furniture, all the
computers, and about 14,000 books were
lost September 9 when the Susquehanna
River, swollen by rains from Tropical Storm
Lee, poured into the West Pittston (Pa.)
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Library. Yet Director Anne Bramblett-Barr
trudges around in jeans and boots with an
irrepressible optimism. She even nicknamed one clump of soggy
books “the denial pile.” The staff tried to save what they could when
they heard the river would hit, but Mother Nature foiled the effort as
the record river crest washed over all those countertops and tables....
Wilkes-Barre (Pa.) Times Leader, Sept. 14

Flood-damaged libraries emerge as
response hubs
Vermont libraries still recovering from Tropical
Storm Irene damage are serving as community
gathering places. In West Hartford, the library
was one of the state’s hardest hit (right). Martha
Reid, Vermont state librarian, says that although
West Hartford and more than 100 other libraries
across the state saw some storm damage,
residents have continued to use them for disaster
and social recovery....
Vermont Public Radio, Sept. 19

Libraries lead price revolt against scholarly journals
After decades of healthy profits, the scholarly publishing industry now
finds itself in the throes of a revolt led by librarians. Universities from
Britain to California are refusing to renew their expensive
subscriptions, turning instead to open access publishing, an
arrangement whereby material is made available free on the internet
with few or no restrictions except for the obligation to cite it....
New York Times, Sept. 18

Apple under fire for Peking University Library outlet
Technology giant Apple has come under fire in China over plans to
open an outlet in the library of one of the country’s most prestigious
universities. Apple products are hugely popular in China, but the plan
to set up shop at the Peking University library appears to have struck
a wrong note. A university spokesman said the new outlet would not
sell the company’s products but would be a venue for students to
“experience” them....
Agence France Presse, Sept. 15

Another librarian kisses a frog
Children’s Librarian Susan Scatena of the
Whitestone branch of the Queens (N.Y.) Library
challenged her summer readers that if they would
collectively read 3,000 books, she would kiss a frog
on the library steps and try very hard to turn into a
princess. Her 477 summer kids read more than
6,900 books. She is seen here living up to her
promise by smooching with Pee Wee the frog. Scatena has been
challenging her summer readers with the promise of ever-more
colorful stunts for years....
Queens (N.Y.) Gazette, Sept. 14
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library in Togo
The Republic of Togo might not have been at the
forefront of Emily Jones’s mind while she was a
member of the Dedham (Mass.) High School
Class of 2004, but today, as a Peace Corps
volunteer, the 25-year-old is on a two-year
mission in the West African country. Jones is building a library of
books and research documents in French, English, and other local
languages, with help funding from the Peace Corps Partnership
Program....
Boston Globe, Sept. 14

Go back to the Top

Tech Talk
Rounding up the latest 14-inch
laptops 
Dan Ackerman writes: “We’ve strongly
suggested that people in the market for a
midsize laptop focus their attention on the
14-inch end of that spectrum rather than the
more common 15-inch size. Sure, you’re
trading away a little bit of screen size, but 14-inch laptops offer better
overall industrial design. If you’re in the market for a midsize laptop
and want to shave off a little size and weight, check out our handy
list of recent 14-inch laptops.”...
CNET News: Crave, Sept. 20

Five deal-breaking flaws in
Windows 8 
Sebastian Anthony writes: “At the Build
Windows conference in Anaheim, California,
excitement, eagerness, and trepidation fill
the air in equal measures. Developers are
overjoyed that Microsoft’s best-in-class development tools can now
target tablets, and a slew of new, low-level features will usher in
entirely new species of always-on, omnipresent devices. But it’s
impossible to ignore the fact that Windows 8 will break the user
experience paradigm that two or three billion people have grown
accustomed to.” A ship date for Windows 8 has not been announced,
but ZDNet speculates that Microsoft intends to release it late next
year....
ExtremeTech, Sept. 16; ZDNet: Between the Lines, Sept. 14

YouTube adds a built-in video
editor
Josh Lowensohn writes: “In an effort to
make it easier for YouTube users to
make changes to their videos after
uploading them, YouTube is rolling out a
brand new video editor. No, this isn’t the
standalone video editor meant for splicing together clips from multiple
videos that’s been available in the service’s TestTube labs since last
year. Instead, it’s a new one designed to give users a way to do quick
fixes without having to re-upload the video. It’s like a retouching tool
for photos, but for noncommercial video.” Watch the promotional
video (0:40)....
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CNET News: Webware, Sept. 14

Top 14 green gadgets for back to
school
Mike Chino writes: “Tech-savvy students are
bringing gadgets to class in droves. We’ve seen
U.S. schools hand out iPads while entire education
systems are transitioning textbooks to digital
format. To help students get a leg up in this
increasingly wired academic world, we’ve rounded up 14 great green
gadgets that will keep you charged, get you to class on time, and
could actually improve your studies. Read on for the full list.”...
Inhabitat, Sept. 20

Your right to phone service during a
protest
Megan Geuss writes: “Bay Area Rapid Transit’s
August shutdown of wireless service to squelch a
demonstration in San Francisco raised anew
questions about the use of tech in the face of
authority. In this FAQ, we examine the
responsibilities of telecommunications providers to
keep their subscribers connected to the network. You need to know
whether your wireless provider can shut down cellular service and
whether you have any rights to privacy if the carrier or law
enforcement agents find your actions running counter to their best
interests.”...
PC World, Sept. 20

Five effective ways to deal with trolls 
Saikat Basu writes: “On the web, a troll is nothing
but a pest who thrives in the anonymity that it
provides. Unfortunately, no one so far has been
able to develop an anti-troll device that will help to
make it a more civilized place. Effective troll
management calls for equal parts of caution and
common sense. Here are a few guideposts to
follow.”...
MakeUseOf, Sept. 21

The cyborg in us all
Pagan Kennedy writes: “For years, computers
have been creeping ever nearer to our
neurons. Within the next decade, we are
likely to see a new kind of implant, designed
for healthy people who want to merge with
machines. With several competing
technologies in development, scientists
squabble over which device works best. Gerwin Schalk is a champion
of the electrocorticographic (ECoG) implant because, unlike other
devices, it does not pierce brain tissue; instead it can ride on top of
the brain-blood barrier.”...
New York Times Magazine, Sept. 14

Copying other websites during a redesign
David Lee King writes: “During my library’s last website redesign, we
went through quite a few design iterations, and we still weren’t
happy. A library website has at least two basic needs—a site that
talks about the library and shares useful stuff. And we have a library
catalog. It didn’t really make much sense to base our library website
design around a site that only does half of what we do. Then it
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dawned on me: Library websites are like Apple.”...
David Lee King, Sept. 16

Last chance to transfer Delicious
bookmarks
If you have bookmarks stored on
Delicious.com, you must explicitly agree to have them transferred to
the site’s new owner (AVOS) by September 23. Otherwise, you will
lose access. To transfer your bookmarks, you need to “opt-in” to
allow your account and all associated data to be moved. The new
owners have big plans for the revamped bookmarking service....
AVOS, Sept. 15; New York Times, Sept. 11

E-Content
Kindle library program launches
Public libraries and schools in the United States can now
lend e-books for the Amazon Kindle. OverDrive
announced September 21 that it has begun adding Kindle
compatibility to all of the public and school libraries in its
network and expects to have all sites updated within
days. The Seattle Public Library and the King County
(Wash.) Library System have already started to offer the
Kindle lending program; a Seattle Times blogger
examines the check-out procedure. A page on Amazon’s
website describes the new service. Gary D. Price shares
some concerns he has about this development....
OverDrive, Sept. 21; Seattle Times: Brier Dudley’s Blog, Sept. 21; INFOdocket, Sept. 21

One in six Americans now use an e-reader
The market research firm Harris Interactive has finished up a survey
on how Americans are reading books and what books we are reading.
A total of 2,183 American adults were polled back in July, and the
number of respondents who now own an e-reader has doubled in the
past year. That’s 15% of Americans, and another 15% plan to buy
one in the next six months. The survey also showed that e-reader
owners bought considerably more e-books than the general population
bought books....
eBookNewser, Sept. 20; Harris Interactive, Sept. 19

News sites are launching e-books
Swiftly and at little cost, newspapers, magazines, and
sites like the Huffington Post are hunting for revenue
by publishing their own version of e-books, either
using brand-new content or repurposing material that
they may have given away free in the past. By
making e-books that are usually shorter, cheaper to
buy, and more quickly produced than the typical
book, they are redefining what an e-book is—and
who gets to publish it. On September 20, the Huffington Post released
its second e-book, How We Won by Aaron Belkin....
New York Times, Sept. 18

Nine more months to settle Google Books dispute
Google and authors and publishers groups have about nine more
months to untangle their six-year-old legal dispute over plans to
create the world’s largest digital library, a federal judge said on
September 15. Manhattan federal court Judge Denny Chin told
lawyers at a hearing that he was “still hopeful” they could reach a
settlement though “you’re essentially starting from scratch.” Many of
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the discussions between authors and Google are taking place between
the principals, not the lawyers....
Reuters, Sept. 15

HathiTrust suspends its orphan works release
Following the filing of a lawsuit over its scanning and orphan works
initiative, HathiTrust said September 16 it would suspend indefinitely
its plan to release a set of 140 orphan works until its processes for
determining copyright status are improved. The move comes after the
Authors Guild said that owners of some of the works on the orphan
list were located and presumed to have valid copyrights. In another
statement, University of Michigan Librarian Paul Courant said that the
HathiTrust efforts “simply reflect the library’s continuing legacy of
prudence in curating the world’s scholarly and cultural record.”
Brandon Butler at ARL offers some insight into orphan works....
Publishers Weekly, Sept. 16; University of Michigan, Sept. 16; UM Record Update, Sept.
16; ARL Policy Notes, Sept. 19

An open letter to J. R. Salamanca
Kevin Smith writes: “Earlier this week, only days after
it filed its ill-advised lawsuit against the HathiTrust
and five of Hathi’s partner universities, the Authors
Guild gleefully announced that they had been able to
find, with relative ease, the author of one of the books
on Hathi’s initial list of orphan works. You, of course,
were that author, and the work in question was your
1958 novel The Lost Country. I am sure I do not have
to tell you that libraries are not your enemies. So let’s
think for a minute about The Lost Country and what might be best for
it and for you.”...
Scholarly Communications @ Duke, Sept. 16; The Authors Guild Blog, Sept. 14; Electronic
Frontier Foundation, Sept. 15

An open letter to Judy Blume
Tom Bruno writes: “When I learned that you were the current vice
president of the Authors Guild, my shock turned to disbelief.
Librarians getting sued by Superfudge? Try as I might, I could not
wrap my brain around this, and I still can’t. The irony is: Would there
even be an orphan work problem, if not for libraries? These books
would have long since been remaindered and pulped if libraries like
the ones you sued had not graciously given them the precious shelf
space to endure through the years past their popularity. Is this really
how you want to be remembered by the library community?”...
The Jersey Exile, Sept. 15

Orphan works also a problem for
Europe
In looking into ways to speed up the digitization
of books, journals, and other printed materials
held by European libraries, the British Library
considered 10 works from every decade between
1870 and 2010. According to a recently released
survey (PDF file), about 43% of the sample were orphan works that
may never go online. This study is based on research commissioned
by the British Library as part of the European Union–funded ARROW
(Accessible Registries of Rights Information and Orphan Works
towards Europeana) project that seeks to clarify and automate the
rights status of literary texts....
BBC News, Sept. 16

Netflix and library e-resources
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Bohyun Kim writes: “By now, almost everyone has read about
Netflix’s decision to separate its DVD delivery service from its
streaming service. Let’s talk about how this applies to libraries,
particularly the e-resources with which all of us have a love-hate
relationship. We separate print resources and e-resources because
‘clearly’ they are completely different beasts. Are they so separate
and distinct in the minds of users? Not so much. But we separate
them for the efficiency of our operations. Users pay by being forced
to take an additional step, probably a decision as bad as Netflix and
Qwikster.”...
Library Hat, Sept. 19

Ithaka S+R Case Studies in
Sustainability 2011
In 2009, Ithaka S+R investigated the
sustainability strategies of 12 digital content projects in the higher
education and cultural heritage sectors in the United States, United
Kingdom, France, Germany, and Egypt. Two years and one economic
crisis later, Ithaka S+R, with the support of the JISC-led Strategic
Content Alliance, revisited the original case studies to see how their
models had held up, where weaknesses might be starting to show,
and what new strategies project leaders were adopting in response.
The update revealed many significant changes....
Ithaka S+R

Books and Reading
Sound familiar? Things Borders
never told you
Jason Boog writes: “As Borders closed forever
this weekend, one patron snapped a photograph
of a bitter bookseller’s manifesto at an
unidentified store: Things We Never Told You:
Ode to a Bookstore Death. The massive list
collected years worth of pent-up sarcasm and
frustration, spawning thousands of angry (and
bemused) reactions from bookstore patrons.”...
GalleyCat, Sept. 20

Brits’ favorite book: To Kill a Mockingbird
Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird has replaced previous
favorites The Lord of the Rings and Pride and Prejudice
as the U.K.’s most-loved read. More than 6,000 people
put the classic novel at the top of a preferred list for
World Book Night in April. The top 100 titles will now be
presented to an editorial committee that will choose the
final 25 titles to be given away next World Book Night
on April 23, 2012. This year’s inaugural World Book
Night in April saw one million books given away,
ranging from Toni Morrison’s Beloved to Yann Martel’s Life of Pi....
The Guardian (U.K.), Sept. 13

A response to literary agents and gay characters
Joanna Stampfel-Volpe writes: “Two authors recently posted ‘Say Yes
to Gay YA’ on the Publishers Weekly blog Genreville. It describes the
experience an author-writing team had with an agent who told them
that he or she would offer representation if the authors would either
make a gay male character straight or cut him from the book
altogether. Though this may have happened with previous authors
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and agents, this time it is completely untrue.”...
The Swivet, Sept. 15; Publishers Weekly: Genreville, Sept. 12

Have journal editors become anachronisms?
Phil Davis writes: “Are journal editors an anachronism? A throwback
to an age of print publishing that no longer exists? If you’ve been
reading the Guardian recently, you’ll have noted a recurring
revolutionary theme: Publishing must be taken back from editors and
the institutions that help to maintain their social standing (journals
and publishers) and returned rightfully to the people. In this blog
post, I’m going to argue why we still need them both, perhaps even
more than ever before.”...
The Scholarly Kitchen, Sept. 19

Why it’s critical to review (and read) critically
Abby Johnson writes: “On September 17, I was part of a KidLitCon
panel about the importance of reviewing critically. This doesn’t
necessarily mean writing negative reviews for books you don’t like,
but it means writing thoughtful reviews that discuss books in ways
that are useful for readers. It means paying attention to things like
character development, authenticity, voice, pacing, and dialogue. It
means saying more than ‘This book was awesome!’ or ‘This book was
terrible!’”...
Abby the Librarian, Sept. 20

More book crimes
Ian Chipman writes: “Earlier this year, my esteemed colleague Dan
Kraus wrote a manifesto outlining the seven things we need to see
less of in teen fiction. In the spirit of making this a regular feature
around here, here’s another report from what we’ll be calling the
Booklist Book Crimes division. Think of it as an informal judicial board
made up of frazzled, plot-device-weary Booklisters setting up laws for
what should be criminalized in the world of letters.”...
Booklist Online: Likely Stories, Sept. 20

The Guardian launches a 15,000-
volume giveaway
The U.K.’s Guardian launched its six-week autumn
books season by setting 15,000 titles free in the
wild in mid-September. From fiction to design, and
children’s books to science, the British newspaper
has gathered thousands of books from publishers
and authors and is distributing them around the
country for free. Books will be left in public places
where readers are liable to chance upon them, from stations and
coffee shops to galleries and museums. The giveaway is part of the
Guardian and Observer Book Swap....
The Guardian (U.K.), Sept. 15

Actions & Answers
Never, ever, turn your back on a librarian
Rachel Kitzmann writes: “Being a librarian with the Los Angeles Public
Library the last few years has meant being equal parts actual
librarian, political activist, and civil warrior. Fewer and fewer dollars
for city services meant that the city council had to find creative ways
to meet the growing needs of the citizenry. Only they didn’t actually
look for creative ways; they looked for easy ways. Slash the library
budget. Who will notice? They didn’t count on the librarians,
though.”...
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Librarians’ Guild Communicator, Sept. 15

Google+ opens to everyone
Danny Sullivan writes: “After three months, anyone
who wants into the Google+ social network can now get
in. The company announced the news September 20,
along with a new Google+ search feature and expanded
functionality for hangouts. Google also says there have
been 91 other improvements to Google+ since it launched, which you
can review on the What’s New With Google+ page.” Tony Bradley
ponders whether Google+ can compete with Facebook....
Search Engine Land, Sep. 20; Official Google Blog, Sept. 20; PC World, Sept. 20

Feeling pointy about library vendors
Jenica P. Rogers writes: “I have had a very bad week regarding
vendors—the disheartening, maddening kind—and in the interests of
advancing libraries’ understanding of how our vendor community
treats us, I’m going to name names. One issue is that it seems
EBSCO no longer has a simple or clear price list. ProQuest has still
not fixed the issues in its new interface. And then there’s the
American Chemical Society.” Two of the three vendors responded....
Attempting Elegance, Sept. 16

UNC-Chapel Hill’s LifeTime Library
thought to be a first
Imagine keeping all of your college reports, files, and
photos together and permanently connected to your
university with the gift of digital storage throughout
your lifetime. For the first time, that wish will come
true for students entering the School of Information
and Library Science at the University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill through a new project called the LifeTime
Library. The new web-based program is the brainchild of Dean Gary
Marchionini (right), who believes it is the first of its kind at any
university....
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill SILS, Sept. 15

Stop for Science
“Stop for Science” is a K–6 program,
developed by the Harvard-Smithsonian
Center for Astrophysics and the Chandra Science Center, that consists
of a series of posters and accompanying questions designed to pique
student interest in scientific concepts. Accompanying each poster is a
series of question sheets of increasing difficulty that students answer
and submit at a designated location. Prizes can be used to recognize
student participation. The purpose is to create school-wide interest
about science so students will want to “Stop for Science” as displays
are changed throughout the year....
Chandra Science Center

South Carolina acquires major
astronomy collection
The South Carolina State Museum and the
University of South Carolina have acquired a major
collection of historic telescopes and astronomy
books, documents, and equipment. Donated by
Robert B. Ariail of Columbia, the collection
comprises more than 5,200 rare books and star
atlases, scientific journals, rare offprints and
manuscripts, historic and modern telescopes,
binoculars, lenses, and other scientific equipment. It will be called the
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Robert B. Ariail Collection of Historical Astronomy....
Orangeburg (S.C.) Times and Democrat, Sept. 15

Reflections in a golden LIAL
Karen Schneider writes: “Early in August I
attended the Leadership Institute for Academic
Librarians at the Harvard Graduate School of
Education. I returned just in time to get out my
Orientation surfboard, on which we ride the waves
of a new school year. Even during those long,
exhausting, wonderful days, I felt confounded by my lack of time to
blog about LIAL—I so yearned to capture the event before it faded.
Most of the instruction was through the Harvard case study model.”...
Free Range Librarian, Sept. 19

Brown Library joins Primeros Libros
project
A project aimed at building a major research tool for
the global study of Latin America at the University of
Texas at Austin has just gotten a significant new
academic partner. The John Carter Brown Library at
Brown University will join the Primeros Libros
project, which strives to build and preserve a digital
collection of the first books (primeros libros) printed
in Mexico before 1601. The monographs in the
collection represent the first printing in the New World and are
primary sources for the research of cultural history, linguistics,
religious studies, and related fields....
University of Texas at Austin, Sept. 20

September is National Hispanic
Heritage Month
In celebration of the histories, cultures, and
contributions of Americans whose ancestors
came from Spain, Mexico, the Caribbean, and Central and South
America, September 15–October 15 marks National Hispanic Heritage
Month. The 2011 theme is “Many Backgrounds, Many Stories: One
American Spirit.” Here are a few examples of what libraries are doing
to celebrate these stories....
Campaign for America’s Libraries, Sept. 20

Bodleian Library puts Mishneh
Torah online
Part of the first comprehensive code of Jewish
law, the 12th-century Mishneh Torah, has been
digitized by Oxford University’s Bodleian Library.
More than 350 pages of handwritten text,
signed by the Hebrew scholar Maimonides, have
been captured. The manuscript, widely regarded as one of the most
important in the Bodleian’s Hebrew collection, has been stored there
since 1692. The high-definition images were created by photographer
Ardon Bar-Hama....
BBC News, Sept. 19

The cataloging challenge
Laurel Tarulli writes: “I’ve always believed that catalogers are more
than data entry specialists. But I don’t think our potential is being
realized, and I don’t believe many professionals want to explore the
real strength and expertise of their catalogers. Sometimes it’s just
easy to maintain the status quo and avoid the resistance. So here are
my thoughts on exploring why we catalog, or more importantly, what
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the motivation should be behind cataloging and what we actually do
or should be doing.”...
The Cataloguing Librarian, Sept. 17

Some European thoughts on RDA 
Karen Coyle writes: “Some European libraries are asking the
question: ‘Should we adopt RDA as our cataloging code?’ The
discussion is happening through the European RDA Interest Group
(EURIG). Members of EURIG are preparing reports on what they see
as the possibilities that RDA could become a truly international
cataloging code. With the increased sharing of just about everything
between European countries—currency, labor force, media—the vision
of Europe’s libraries as a cooperating unit seems to be a no-
brainer.”...
Coyle’s InFormation, Sept. 16

Choosing an LIS specialization
Annie Pho writes: “Usually within the first few weeks of library school,
you are asked what type of library you want to work in. You might
have had some vague idea of what you wanted to do before you
started school. I had wanted to be an art librarian, and my first
semester I geared many of my projects around art librarianship.
Halfway through my first semester, I switched gears and became
more interested in digital libraries. Here are some tips to keep in mind
as you figure out what interests you.”...
Hack Library School, Sept. 21

Five ways to set up a personal
landing page
Ellyssa Kroski writes: “Each of these free
services allows you to create beautiful yet
simple personal websites that aggregate all
your social media profiles, biographical info,
photos, and more in one place in a matter of
minutes. No tech skills required! If you’d like to have your own
personal landing page where you can send potential employers,
clients, or even friends, check out these five websites.”...
iLibrarian, Sept. 19

Facebook upgrade brings more signal, less noise
Douglas Crets writes: “Facebook made significant changes to how it
delivers your news and updates September 20 by releasing a ticker
feature and a news feed format that arranges missed updates in a
newspaper-style format. The move demonstrates an intelligent system
for delivering information and encouraging interaction on the world’s
largest social network. There are now two formats for receiving
updates.”...
ReadWriteWeb, Sept. 20

Which social network should librarians use?
Phil Bradley writes: “If you’re anything like me, you have thought
quite recently ‘which social network should I use?’ because you’re in
danger of getting overwhelmed with the options that are available to
you. It’s been a problem for some time, but Google+ has really
brought this into sharp focus. At some point something has to give,
doesn’t it? So let’s start by looking at the major networks, and seeing
just how useful they are, and what you use them for, before trying to
work out how to dump one or more of them, or at least use them
differently.”...
Phil Bradley’s Website, Aug. 22
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Social media teaches freedom of
speech
A new study (PDF file) funded by the John S. and
James L. Knight Foundation shows that as social
media use grows in the United States, so does
students’ appreciation of the First Amendment. The
Future of the First Amendment study found that the
percentage of students who believe “the First
Amendment goes too far” in protecting the rights of
citizens has dropped to 24% in 2011 from 45% in 2006. Still, many
teachers believe social media harms education....
Knight Foundation, Sept. 15

Public libraries: The new town
square
With the nation in recession, Americans are
visiting their local public libraries more often and
taking advantage of the free services they
provide with greater frequency. Libraries across
the country are seeing significant increases in
patronage compared to previous years. And the recession is showing
that the role of public libraries within communities is expanding....
International City/County Management Association, Sept. 15

Spellchecking in multiple languages at once
J. D. Biersdorfer writes: “Most recent versions of Microsoft Word
include proofreading tools like grammar guides and spellcheckers for
additional languages besides American English. The company’s list of
proofing tools available for different international editions of Word
shows that the English version includes dictionaries and other utilities
for both French and Spanish as well as for English. Here’s how to
check the spelling of Spanish sections in a Word 2010 document.”...
New York Times: Gadgetwise, Sept. 15

Book club kits
Kiera Parrott writes: “Looking for a way to
highlight your collection, increase circulation,
put your expert knowledge of children’s
literature to great use, and remind your users
that the library is the beating, pulsing heart of
your community? It may be as simple as a few
duplicate copies, a handout of discussion
questions, and a quiet corner for groups to meet. Launched last fall,
Kids Book Club Kits have been an extremely popular (and easy to
manage) new service at my library.”...
ALSC Blog, Sept. 20

32 resource links on cyberbullying
Julie Greller writes: “The internet has created a
new place where bullies can go and anonymously
taunt others. With last year’s suicide of Rutgers
freshman Tyler Clementi (and others) it has
become more apparent that we need to help our
students be more cybersmart and learn about why
bullying is something to be taken seriously. It is never too early to
educate our kids about the dangers of cyberspace. Here are 32 places
you can use.”...
A Media Specialist’s Guide to the Internet, Sept. 19

Seven tips to make your blog stickier
Shane Snow writes: “Bounce rates are the bane of a blog’s existence.
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The higher the number, the less engaged the reader (and the more
depressed the blogger). A sticky blog means more engaged users. It
means more opportunities to turn them into advocates who then
share your content. These seven tips will help you increase the time
visitors spend on your blog and the chances they’ll return often.”...
Mashable, Sept. 17

Are you a literature abuser?
Take this test and find out. How many of these apply to you? It’s sad
to think how many of our friends and family need help. If you answer
yes to four or more of these questions, you may be a literature
abuser. Affirmative responses to seven or more indicates a serious
problem. Once a relatively rare disorder, Literature Abuse, or LA, has
risen to new levels due to the accessibility of higher education and
increased college enrollment since the end of the Second World War.
The number of literature abusers is currently at record levels....
Jumbo Joke, Sept. 9

Charlie Chaplin and the quest for
the Holy Gravy
Our silent film star goes on an epic mission
(2:01) to find the mysterious “gravy” in the
Toronto Public Library. Will he succeed in
rooting out the dastardly, wasteful gravy, or
is it impossible to judge a book by its cover?
Toronto Mayor Rob Ford came to office with
a vow to find the “gravy” at city hall and
began proposals to close library branches. Starring Elizabeth Graff as
Charlie Chaplin and directed by Melissa Cederqvist....
YouTube, Sept. 9

Five best videos for library
instruction
Andy Burkhardt writes: “The teaching
librarians here are gearing up for another
semester of classes that begin in mid-
September. In some of the classes we
do, we like to use different sorts of
media and technology for teaching.
We’ve been looking at videos for several of our classes and I’m
always surprised with the interesting videos that other the librarians
find. Here are five of my favorite videos for information literacy
instruction that I’ve seen over the years.” Check out this plagiarism
video (5:13) from the University of Bergen....
Information Tyrannosaur, Sept. 13; YouTube, May 27, 2010

Adventures in document
delivery
Kevin Ten Eyck and Amanda Ramirez
star in this Texas Tech University
Libraries video (1:45) extolling the
virtues and practicality of the library’s
document delivery service in defeating
mythical creatures....
YouTube, Sept. 16

Goin’ to the library, checkin’
books out 
This reading awareness music video
(6:18) titled “I Like Big Books” was
created by the 1,161 students and 108
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faculty and staff at Dowell Middle School,
McKinney, Texas. Based on Sir Mix-a-
Lot’s 1992 single “Baby Got Back.”...
YouTube, Dec. 10, 2010
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Library stands ready as Antioch
College reopens
Antioch College is on the verge of reopening,
and the Olive Kettering Library (right) on the
Yellow Springs, Ohio, campus stands to play
an integral role in the school’s recovery. The
primary goal is to reconfigure the interior space to reflect the library’s
expanded role as the center of student life. Interim Director Ritch
Kerns said the revamped library “will create more common areas for
students with laptops,” including coffee bars. That points to another
pressing need: to upgrade the library’s technological capabilities to
accommodate incoming students armed with computers, iPads, and
Kindles....
American Libraries news, Sept. 27

Main Street Public Library
Wayne Wiegand writes: “One day in the mid-
1990s, Doug Zweizig and I were having lunch
on the University of Wisconsin–Madison
campus, where we both taught. I was
contemplating a history of the small-town
American public library, I told him, but wanted
a fresh perspective. 80% of public library systems existed in towns of
fewer than 25,000. With few exceptions, however, we still knew little
about the historical roles these ubiquitous civic institutions played in
their host communities.”...
American Libraries feature

Technology in Practice: Open
source, open mind
Meredith Farkas writes: “I’ve been a big
advocate of open source software since I learned about the model of
software licensing and development 10 years ago. I am a big believer
that many minds produce great things, so the idea that a community
of users would develop and improve software to the benefit of the
community really appealed to me. Open source is often a great
solution for cash-strapped libraries that can adopt tools like Open
Office for free instead of paying for Microsoft Office licenses on all of
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their computers.”...
American Libraries column, Sept./Oct.

Librarian’s Library: Manage best with
best practices
Karen Muller writes: “This month we’re examining the
library literature for tips on how to manage our
libraries better. Improvements may come from
analyzing each step of a task and its impact on the
bottom line, or from incorporating new standards and
practices consistent with the diversity of materials now
part of our collections.”...
American Libraries column, Sept./Oct.

Librarians help Romanian colleagues
gauge needs
Leonard Kniffel writes: “Some 200 library
professionals gathered in Sinaia, Romania,
September 20–23 for the fourth international
symposium, ‘The Book. Romania. Europe.’ Library
professionals representing 31 nations—largely
Francophone countries—delivered some 60 papers
examining the state and future of librarianship in the French-speaking
world, Romanian being a Romance language and French the lingua
franca of the four-day gathering. Hermina Anghelescu (above),
associate professor of library and information science at Wayne State
University in Detroit, organized the U.S. contingent.”...
AL: Global Reach, Sept. 26

September/October issue
The September/October issue of American Libraries is
now out, both in print and online (in ZMags format).
Check out special features on the Carnegie
Corporation of New York, ALA’s Emerging Leaders,
avoiding the path to obsolescence, ALA award winners
of 2011, as well as our news stories, opinion pieces,
and regular columns....
American Libraries, Sept./Oct.

ALA News

ALA meets with AAP on e-books
ALA President Molly Raphael, Executive Director Keith Michael Fiels,
and ALA Office for Information Technology Policy Director Alan Inouye
met September 15 with Tom Allen and Tina Jordan, president and vice
president of the Association of American Publishers, at their New York
office. The meeting was held to articulate some of the major issues of
the library community regarding e-books and to establish an ongoing
relationship with AAP to address these issues....
AL: Inside Scoop, Sept. 26

President’s Message: The Big Easy
revisited

New this week
in American

Libraries
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ALA President Molly Raphael writes:
“Returning to New Orleans for the 2011 ALA
Annual Conference this year was both
rewarding and emotional for many of us. Five
years earlier, we traveled to Louisiana less
than a year after the devastating hurricanes
and massive flooding from failure of the levies. At that time, we were
welcomed with much more than southern hospitality. We were treated
like VIPs.”...
American Libraries column, Sept./Oct.

Banned Books Week: Censorship is alive
and well 
ALA President Molly Raphael writes: “The week of
September 24–October 1 is Banned Books Week, a
time when libraries, schools, and bookstores celebrate
our First Amendment freedom to read while drawing
attention to the harms that censorship does to our
society and our individual freedoms. Far more often
than many realize, individuals and groups have
sought to restrict access to library books they believed were
objectionable on religious, moral, or political grounds, thereby
restricting the rights of every reader in their community.”...
Huffington Post, Sept. 22

Whoopi, penguins join Banned
Books Read-Out
Actress and comedian Whoopi Goldberg
and the authors of the most challenged
book in the United States—the story of
male penguins raising a baby penguin—
have joined the celebrity virtual read-out
of banned and challenged books that is taking place on YouTube as
part of the 30th annual Banned Books Week. Goldberg reads a poem
from the Shel Silverstein collection “A Light in the Attic” (0:51) and
authors Justin Richardson and Peter Parnell read from their book And
Tango Makes Three (2:16)....
Office for Intellectual Freedom, Sept. 26

Banned Books Week Read-Out
(ALA staff version) 
The Office for Intellectual Freedom filmed
some ALA staffers who volunteered to read
challenged books for this year’s Banned
Books Week Virtual Read-Out and posted
them on the OIFTube channel. AL Direct
Editor George Eberhart (3:50, right) and
Associate Editor Greg Landgraf (1:44) participated by reading from
their favorite controversial books. Many librarians, authors, and
challenged-book lovers across the country also uploaded video
readings to the BannedBooksWeek channel....
Office for Intellectual Freedom

12 Banned Books Week classroom
activities
Annie Condron writes: “Banned Books Week
presents us with a teachable moment to

Main Street Public
Library

Technology in
Practice

Librarian’s Library

Censorship Watch

Currents

Perpetual Beta

Inside Scoop

Ask the ALA
Librarian

Solutions and
Services

AL Focus

Great Libraries
of the World

National and
University Library,
Zagreb, Croatia. The
library began as a
Jesuit collection
established in 1611. It
was attached to the
Zagreb Academy
chartered by Holy
Roman Emperor
Leopold I in 1669 that
was the predecessor of
the modern University
of Zagreb. It became a
depository library in
1837. Its most notable
location was on Marko
Marulić Square from
1913 to 1995 in a
Viennese Secession–
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encourage reading and open minds in our
students. What better way to make reading cool
than to make it an act of rebellion, right? Here
are 12 creative ways you and your class can use Banned Book Week
as a learning opportunity.”...
TeachHUB, Sept. 26

Banned in Boston
L. D. Mitchell writes: “Judith Krug
founded Banned Books Week in 1982 to
honor and promote Americans’ right to
read whatever we choose, a right
guaranteed by the First Amendment. But why set aside the last week
of September for this purpose? Was it to honor the Bill of Rights,
proposed on September 25, 1789? Krug was a very smart woman.
While I can offer no proof, I like to think she might also have had
something else in mind—for the last week of September is also the
week that America’s very first multipage newspaper was published . .
. and banned.”...
Fine Books Blog, Sept. 25

How the Games and Gaming Round
Table was born 
Jenny Levine writes: “I got a first-hand glance at
some of the inner workings of ALA policy and
procedure during the past six months as I helped
shepherd GameRT to round table-hood, so I thought
I’d share that experience here to help illustrate one
way in which groups form within the Association. Back in 2007, ALA
member Scott Nicholson formed the original ALA Games and Gaming
Member Interest Group, a community that crossed all types of
libraries and all types of games (logo shown on right).”...
ALA Marginalia, Sept. 28

Money Smart Week webinar
ALA and the Federal Reserve of Chicago will host a
Money Smart Week “how to” webinar on October
26 at 2 p.m. Central Time. The webinar will provide
ideas and suggestions from librarians who have
already created successful programming for Money
Smart Week @ your library. Money Smart Week,
which will be held April 21–28, is a national ALA
initiative to provide programming in the critical
area of financial literacy. All types of libraries can participate....
Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago

New “Building Common
Ground” initiative
The Public Programs Office is accepting
applications for “Building Common Ground:
Discussions of Community, Civility, and Compassion,” a multiformat
discussion program for public audiences to spark action, engagement,
and reflection within the community. This library programming
initiative is supported by the Fetzer Institute. More information,
including programming resources and the online application, is
available on the ALA website. Applications are due November 18....

style building that now
houses the Croatian
State Archives. The
current building, with
six upper floors
providing a panoramic
view of the city, was
designed by Croatian
architects Velimir
Neidhardt, Davor
Mance, Zvonimir
Krznarić, and Marijan
Hržić to accommodate
its 2.5 million
volumes.

Klementinum
Library, Prague,
Czech Republic. The
Klementinum is a
historic group of
buildings that
originated in an 11th-
century chapel
dedicated to St.
Clement. A Jesuit
college stood here
from 1556 until 1773,
when Empress Maria
Theresa confiscated
the property and
established the
collection as the
Imperial-Royal Public
and University Library.
This sumptuous
Baroque library was
probably completed in
1727 by Czech
architect Kilian Ignaz
Dientzenhofer. Its
collections include
significant materials on
Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart, Tycho Brahe,
and John Amos
Comenius, as well as
historic examples of
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Public Programs Office, Sept. 27

Haiti relief fund
Thanks to the recent donations from
individuals and groups, such as the Friends of
the Rowley (Mass.) Public Library with their
$600 donation (right) and the Friends of the
Cabell County (W.Va.) Public Library with their
$1,500 donation, libraries damaged in the
2010 Haiti Earthquake are a step closer to
getting rebuilt and restocked. Donations are still needed for ALA’s
Haiti Library Relief fund....
International Relations Office

ALA’s 25th anniversary, 1901
Larry Nix writes: “This October will mark the
135th anniversary of the founding of ALA in
Philadelphia in 1876. I thought I would take
a look back at some of ALA’s previous
significant anniversaries in a lead-up to that
important milestone. ALA was 25 years old
when it met at the Fountain Spring House (see postcard on right) in
Waukesha, Wisconsin, in 1901. President James Carr reported that
there were now 1,000 members of the Association.” ALA celebrated
its 50th-anniversary conference in Atlantic City in 1926. (Did librarians
hob-nob with Nucky Johnson?)...
Library History Buff Blog, Sept. 24, 26

Eye-opening insights into college
libraries and student culture
How do college students really conduct research for
classroom assignments? In 2008, five large Illinois
universities were awarded a Library Services and
Technology Act grant to try to answer that question.
The resulting ongoing study, which has garnered
national attention, has already yielded some bracing
results. College Libraries and Student Culture: What
We Now Know, newly published by ALA Editions,
details the findings....
ALA Editions, Sept. 26

Featured review: Adult reference
Albala, Ken, ed. Food Cultures of World
Encyclopedia. May 2011. 4 vols. 1,400p. illus.
Greenwood, hardcover (978-0-313-37626-9).
The encyclopedia’s volumes are divided by
regions—Africa and the Middle East, The
Americas, Asia and Oceania, and Europe.

Czech literature. In
1990 it became the
National Library of the
Czech Republic.

This AL Direct feature
showcases 250 libraries
around the world that are
notable for their exquisite
architecture, historic
collections, and innovative
services. If you find yourself
on vacation near one of
them, be sure to stop by for
a visit. The entire list will be
available in The Whole
Library Handbook 5, edited
by George M. Eberhart, which
is scheduled for publication
later this year by ALA
Editions.

Career Leads
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Director, Auglaize
County Public Library
District, Wapakoneta,
Ohio. As Director you
will be expected to be a
leader in the library as
well as in the
community. You will be
charged with creating
an inspiring vision and
a strategic plan, using a
team approach that will
excite and engage this
thriving, idyllic rural
county. Your resources
will include a dedicated
and stable staff of 24,
six community libraries,
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Each volume contains the same preface and
list of contributors and the index for the set.
There are index headings for country, region, or culture as
well as for individual recipes (e.g., stuffed camel for 100
people—“Skin and clean the camel”; sautéed reindeer; and
harsha, or “quick semolina bread for Ramadan”), which are
also grouped together under Recipes. The majority of entries
are for what publicity materials describe as the world’s
“nation-states” (more than 125). In addition to the country
entries, regions within countries or other specific cultures are
included and coverage of the U.S. is divided into six regions.
Each entry is from 5–15 pages long and usually accompanied
by two or three black-and-white photographs. Entries consist
of an overview, a “Food Culture Snapshot” (a story relating a
typical couple’s or family’s daily life of working, shopping,
cooking, and eating, plus the food for each meal) “Major
Foodstuffs,” “Cooking,” “Typical Meals,” “Eating Out,” “Special
Occasions,” “Diet and Health,” and a bibliography that includes
websites....

Let them eat doughnuts
Will Manley writes: “The best library
supervisor I ever worked with, a guy
named Tom, always brought
doughnuts to the staff lounge every Friday morning. He did
this without fail. When he was on vacation, he would arrange
to have the doughnuts delivered. One day I sat down with
Tom to talk about why he was such a successful supervisor.
His employees loved him, were loyal to him to the day he
died, and performed marvelously for him. What was the secret
to his success, I wanted to know. ‘I have one rule and one
rule only,’ Tom said. ‘Figure out what employees really want
and give it to them.’”...

Rebecca Vnuk joins Booklist
Readers-advisory expert Rebecca Vnuk joins
Booklist Publications in October as editor for
reference and collection management. Vnuk will
have responsibility for all print and electronic
reference reviews in Booklist, as well as
developing feature articles on readers’ advisory
and collection development. She will also
assume editorship of the newly launched collection
development and readers’ advisory newsletter, Corner Shelf,
sponsored by Baker & Taylor....

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

Division News

and a budget of $1
million. It is assumed
you will guide the
board and
administrative team in
developing additional
resources through
active involvement in
the individual
communities and by
collaborating and
developing partnerships
with other entities.
Enthusiasm for
empowering staff a
must....

@ More jobs...
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The State Historical
Society of North
Dakota, as part of the
Digital Horizons
consortium, has
included items from its
photograph, film,
publications, and map
collections that
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PLA conference offers exciting speakers
The Public Library Association is counting down to its
biennial conference, PLA 2012, March 13–17, in
Philadelphia. The conference will get off to an inspiring
start as Robert F. Kennedy Jr. (right) takes the stage
at the Opening General Session. Following several
packed days of education and networking, conference
attendees will be ready to relax and have a laugh with
actor Betty White at the PLA 2012 Closing General
Session....
PLA, Sept. 27

Position statement on labeling books with reading
levels
In response to pressures to label and arrange library collections
according to reading levels, AASL has released a position statement
on how this labeling can restrict student access to materials. The
statement reflects AASL’s belief that viewpoint-neutral directional
labeling increases students’ access to information and supports their
First Amendment right to read....
AASL, Sept. 27

Position statement on diversity in the organization
AASL has released a position statement on diversity in the
organization. In the statement, AASL recognizes that diversity is an
integral face of the American landscape and permeates all professions
—including school librarianship. A Leadership Development Task Force
led by Past President Ann M. Martin is charged with developing
specific strategies that will incorporate a diversity goal into an overall
leadership development plan....
AASL, Sept. 27

New web course on collection assessment
Beginning October 31, ALCTS will debut a new “Fundamentals” web
course. “Fundamentals of Collection Assessment” is a six-week online
course that introduces the fundamental aspects of collection
assessment in libraries. The course is designed for those who are
responsible for or interested in collection assessment in all types and
sizes of libraries. Registration is open, but this first offering will be
limited to 15 attendees....
ALCTS, Sept. 27

Two ALTAFF books on sale to members
ALTAFF is making two publications, The Complete Library Trustee
Handbook and Even More Great Ideas for Libraries and Friends,
available to its members at special prices. Quantities of both titles are
limited....
ALTAFF, Sept. 27

Design your library’s e-book program
PLA has introduced “Public Librarian’s Guide to E-Books,” a webinar
series that begins October 25. This special series features four weekly
webinars designed to provide public librarians with practical
information and actionable steps to integrate e-books, e-readers, and
related e-materials into a public library collection. Each webinar will be
moderated by consultant Carson Block....
PLA, Sept. 27

Enhance your services for Spanish speakers
On October 26, PLA will host a live, hour-long webinar, “Building

document the history
of both the state of
North Dakota and the
Northern Great Plains
region.

Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site.

Public
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How the World 
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“And here is where I
most respect the
high office of the
librarian. Above the
restrictions of
budgets and the
frustrations of
hierarchal
administrations, the
librarian has the
possibility of
changing lives. Like
great teachers, great
librarians meet
needful individuals
at the precious
moment of choice.
The right book at the
right time is often a
nexus to individual
destiny. The great
librarian listens,
senses the need, and
has the reading
experience to
recommend what is
crucially appropriate
to that reader. Great
librarians provide a
better service to
their clients than
many psychoanalysts
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Community: Online Tools for Spanish Speakers,” as part of its “Public
Libraries at Work” monthly webinar series. Participants will learn how
to create a library community that welcomes and assists Spanish
speakers by blending emerging technologies and social media with in-
person services. The instructor will be Loida Garcia-Febo. The deadline
to sign up is October 24....
PLA, Sept. 27

Online course on service to patrons with disabilities
“Improving Library Services for People with Disabilities” is a new
online course offered October 17–November 11 by ASCLA. Participants
will identify the resources and technologies available to assist
differently-abled patrons at their library; examine changes in
attitudes, laws, and technologies that have impacted people with
disabilities; and will be able to recommend changes in personal and
organizational behaviors to improve services for people with
disabilities at their library. Registration is now open....
ASCLA, Sept. 27

New ASCLA interest groups welcome your interest
ASCLA has formed 10 new interest groups that all ALA members can
join. Areas of focus include collaborative digitization, universal access,
service to inmates, and independent librarianship. To join, click on the
name of your preferred interest group. ASCLA also invites petition
signatures to form two new groups: Bridging Deaf Cultures @ your
library and Youth Services Consultants....
ASCLA, Sept. 27

Awards & Grants

YALSA wins BoardSource Innovation Prize
YALSA won the Innovation Prize at the 2011 BoardSource Leadership
Forum in Atlanta on September 23, which is funded through support
from Prudential and the Prudential Foundation. The division was one
of 40 organizations that competed for the prize, an onsite competition
designed to inspire and support innovative approaches to
strengthening and building organizational impact through effective
board leadership....
YALSA, Sept. 27

ACRL awarded an IMLS grant
ACRL has been awarded a National Leadership Collaborative Planning
Grant Level II by the Institute of Museum and Library Services for the
project “Building Capacity for Demonstrating the Value of Academic
Libraries.” The grant funding of $99,985 will support ACRL, in
partnership with three other organizations, in convening two national
summits that will address the library profession’s need to develop the
skills to document and communicate library value in alignment with
the missions and goals of their colleges and universities....
ACRL, Sept. 27

Library Hi Tech Award nominations sought
Nominations are being accepted for the 2012 LITA Library Hi Tech
Award, which is given each year to an individual or institution for
outstanding achievement in educating the profession about cutting-
edge technology through communication in continuing education
within the field of library and information technology. The award
includes a citation of merit and a $1,000 stipend provided by Emerald
Group Publishing Limited, publishers of Library Hi Tech. The deadline

who ought to be
reading more
meaningful novels
and fewer academic
case studies.”

—Author Monty Joynes, “In
Praise of Librarians,” Writing
As a Profession blog, Sept. 1.
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for nominations is December 1....
LITA, Sept. 23

Asleson grant increases funding
The Robert F. Asleson Memorial ALA Conference Grant has received a
number of donations from individuals currently active in the
information community. These donors all were influenced at some
point in their careers through interaction with Bob Asleson, late
founder and president of the Redalen Group. LIS students can apply
for this $1,500 grant, which subsidizes attendance at ALA
conferences. Applications for attendance at the 2012 Midwinter
Meeting are due by October 15....
Office of ALA Governance, Sept. 21

EBSCO offers five Midwinter grants
ALA and EBSCO are partnering to offer five scholarships for librarians
to attend the 2012 ALA Midwinter Meeting in Dallas. The meeting
takes place January 20–24, 2012, and offers an opportunity for
continuing education, meetings, and interaction with colleagues. Each
grant will be in the amount of $1,500, and one of the five will be
awarded to a first-time conference attendee....
Office of ALA Governance, Sept. 27

Laura Bush 21st Century Librarian Program grants
The Institute of Museum and Library Services is accepting applications
for Laura Bush 21st Century Librarian Program grants through
December 15. IMLS is hosting two pre-application web conferences
October 14 and 25 to explain the program and provide feedback. The
grants support projects to recruit and educate the next generation of
librarians, faculty, and library leaders; to conduct research on the
library profession; and to support early career research....
Institute of Museum and Library Services, Sept. 23

Eric Carle Museum honors authors and
illustrators
Children’s book enthusiasts and contributors gathered
September 22 at Guasavino’s in New York City to
celebrate the 2011 Carle Honors, hosted by the Eric
Carle Museum of Picture Book Art in Amherst,
Massachusetts. This year’s honorees included author
and illustrator Lois Ehlert, multimedia artist and donor
Jeanne Steig (right), editor and art director Michael di Capua, and
curator Karen Nelson Hoyle....
Eric Carle Museum of Picture Book Art, Sept. 23; GalleyCat, Aug. 19

Kansas librarian wins national poetry
competition
Julianne Buchsbaum (right), humanities librarian at the
University of Kansas in Lawrence, has been selected as
one of five winners in the National Poetry Series 2011
Open Competition. Buchsbaum’s third book of poetry,
With Venom and Wonder, was selected by poet Lucie
Brock-Broido and will be published by Penguin Books in
the summer of 2012. The National Poetry Series is a literary awards
program that sponsors the publication of five books of poetry each
year. The manuscripts, solicited through an annual Open Competition,
are selected by poets of national stature....
University of Kansas, Sept. 28

Kansas books honored at festival
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More than 30 authors participated September 24 in the
2011 Kansas Book Festival at the Kansas State
Historical Society in Topeka. Attendees could meet with
authors, participate in panel discussions, go to book
signings, and participate in projects for children. State
Librarian Joanne Budler and Kansas Center for the
Book Dirctor Roy Bird honored 15 fiction, nonfiction,
and children’s book authors with a medal for their
literary contributions. The Kansas Notable Book Award
is the only award for books either written by Kansans or that have a
Kansas connection....
Topeka (Kans.) Capital-Journal, Sept. 24

Gershwin Prize for Popular Song
to Bacharach, David 
Burt Bacharach (on left) and Hal David have
been named the recipients of the Library of
Congress’s Gershwin Prize for Popular Song.
They will each receive the Gershwin Medal
next spring at an all-star tribute in
Washington, D.C. This will be the fourth time the honor has been
awarded and the first time to a songwriting team....
Library of Congress, Sept. 28

16th Annual Education Software
Review Awards
The ComputED Gazette has announced the
winners of its 16th Annual Education Software
Review Awards. The awards target innovative
and content-rich programs and websites that
augment the classroom curriculum and
improve teacher productivity. Selection criteria
include academic content, potential for broad classroom use, technical
merit, and subject approach. Categories are: early learning, lower and
upper elementary, middle school, high school, post-secondary,
multilevel, and teacher tools....
ComputED Gazette, Summer issue

Seen Online

Gadsden library director “arrested”
for reading banned books
Amanda Jackson, director of the Gadsden (Ala.)
Public Library, was arrested September 23 by
three uniformed officers of the Etowah County
Sheriff’s Department. The crime? Reading
banned books. “To help our community
understand the dangers of censorship, I’m
getting arrested,” Jackson said. On September
27, library teens made protest signs urging the community to “Free
the Book and Free Amanda,” and they served as Jackson’s defense
counsel in a mock trail the following day....

videos, at: 
amlibraries

Calendar

Oct. 1:
Austin Teen Book
Festival, Palmer
Events Center, Austin,
Texas.

Oct. 1–2:
Filipino American
International Book
Festival, Fulton
Street, Civic Center,
San Francisco.

Oct. 10–11:
Great Lakes E-
Summit, Wright State
University Nutter
Center, Dayton, Ohio.
Register by September
30.

Oct. 12:
Work Like a Patron
Day.

Oct. 14:
Smithsonian
Archives Fair, S.
Dillon Ripley Center,
National Mall,
Washington, D.C.

Oct. 24:
Connecticut
Association of School
Librarians /
Connecticut
Educators Computer
Association, Joint
Conference,
Connecticut Convention
Center, Hartford.
“eNGAGE! Teaching
and Learning in a
Digital World.”

Oct. 26–28:
Ohio Library Council,
Convention and Expo,
SeaGate Convention
Centre and Park Inn
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Gadsden (Ala.) Times, Sept. 23

Charlton library lifts 1906 ban on
Mark Twain book
It took only 105 years, but Eve’s Diary is back
on the shelf at the Charlton (Mass.) Public
Library. Richard Whitehead was researching
his new role as a library trustee when he
stumbled on a long-forgotten controversy
about the book, Mark Twain’s sly
interpretation of the Adam and Eve story. In 1906, he learned, the
library’s trustees voted to ban Eve’s Diary because the illustrations by
Lester Ralph showed a naked (though not graphically so) Eve
exploring the wonders of Eden (above). Watch the video (1:56)....
New York Times, Sept. 21; New England Cable News, Sept. 23

Gossip Girl title pulled from Picayune
school library shelf
A book containing offensive language and sexually
explicit material has been pulled from the library
shelves at Picayune (Miss.) Junior High School. Parent
Tony Smith said it was the cover of Cecily von
Ziegesar’s Nobody Does It Better, a title in the popular
Gossip Girl series, that got his wife Angie’s attention,
but the words on the pages shocked her. After hearing
Mrs. Smith’s complaint, the school board and administration decided
to remove the Gossip Girl books from the all the libraries in the
district. Tony Smith, a state senator-elect, plans to draft legislation
that would give school librarians more power in book selection....
WLOX-TV, Biloxi, Miss., Sept. 20; Picayune (Miss.) Item, Sept. 21

Banned in Bakersfield
Sonya Sones writes: “In 2001, I wrote a novel in verse
called What My Mother Doesn’t Know. It received a
number of accolades, including being chosen a YALSA
Best Book for Young Adults. But the acclaim wasn’t
universal, as my mail made painfully clear. Most of my
critics cited one poem, in which an adolescent girl
contemplates her changing body. It’s called ‘Ice
Capades,’ and it goes like this.”...
Los Angeles Times, Sept. 27

Defending literature takes its toll
on librarian in Kuwait
Elizabeth Warkentin writes: “Banned Books
Week always reminds me of my trials and
tribulations with censorship in Kuwait, a country
where even Charlotte’s Web and Winnie the
Pooh can inflame. The reason: Both stories
include characters who are pigs. In 2008, I sat with the woman from
the Ministry of Information in the library of a new, and now defunct,
Canadian elementary school in Kuwait, where I worked as a librarian.
One of my tasks as reluctant head of the so-called Censorship
Committee was to read and put aside books I thought might be
axed.”...
Toronto Star, Sept. 26

Alabama inmate sues to read Southern
history book

Hotel Toledo.

Oct. 26–29:
International Joint
Conference on
Knowledge
Discovery,
Knowledge
Engineering, and
Knowledge
Management, Paris,
France.

Oct. 27–28:
Virginia Library
Association, Annual
Conference,
Portsmouth
Renaissance Hotel.
“Nature is a Language,
Can You Read?
Literacy and
Sustainability in
Virginia’s Libraries.”

Oct. 27–30:
American Association
of School Librarians,
National Conference,
Minneapolis. “Turning
the Page.”

Oct. 31–
Nov. 1:
Taxonomy Boot
Camp, Washington
Marriott Wardman
Park, Washington, D.C.
“Making Information
Work.”

Nov. 1–4:
Wisconsin Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Hilton
Milwaukee City Center
and Frontier Airlines
Center. “Libraries: A
Renewable Resource.”

Nov. 2–5:
New York Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Saratoga
Hilton, Saratoga
Springs. “New York
Libraries Rock!”

Nov. 8–9:
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On September 23, Mark Melvin, who is serving a life
sentence at the Kilby Correctional Facility outside of
Montgomery, Alabama, filed suit in federal court
against prison officials and the state commissioner of
corrections, claiming they have unjustly kept a book
out of his hands. The book, Slavery by Another Name:
The Re-Enslavement of Black Americans from the Civil
War to World War II by Douglas A. Blackmon, is a
Pulitzer Prize–winning investigation of the heinous treatment of black
prisoners. Melvin, a worker in the prison law library, claims officials
deemed it “a security threat.”...
New York Times, Sept. 26

School library funding moves ahead
The Senate Appropriations Committee passed its Labor, Health and
Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies appropriations bill
September 21 with at least $15 million designated for school libraries.
The bill also level-funds the Library Services and Technology Act at
$189 million, and it sets aside $30 million for national nonprofit
organizations and school libraries in high-need areas and directs that
at least 50% of this funding be used for school libraries....
ALA Office of Government Relations, Sept. 22

FCC opens access to social media for e-rate users
Nora Carr writes: “Now that even the staid Federal Communications
Commission has loosened its tight rein on social media networks, it’s
time for more educators to use these tools to improve classroom
instruction and home-school communications. By clarifying that
schools can allow access to social media websites without violating the
Children’s Internet Protection Act and risk losing coveted e-rate
dollars for telecommunications, the FCC opened access to Facebook,
Twitter, YouTube, and other top social media sites for instructional
use.”...
eSchool News, Sept. 26

Hammond branches to close November 1
In what board members and patrons called “a heartbreaking
decision,” the Hammond (Ind.) Public Library trustees voted
unanimously September 27 to close the city’s two remaining library
branches on November 1. Property tax caps, a frozen tax levy, and
incomplete tax collection sealed the fate of the E. B. Hayward and
Howard branches. More than 70 people packed the community room
at the main library to plead with the board to keep the neighborhood
branches open for children and adults who use the computers, books,
and programs....
Times of Northwest Indiana, Sept. 2

Troy rejects library budget
City voters rejected the Troy (N.Y.) Public Library 2012 budget that
carried a 15% tax increase September 27 by only 20 votes, 321–301.
The $1.11-million budget would have increased property taxes by $8
for a home valued at $100,000. The library board will meet in the
near future to determine what action to take as they review the split
in the tally. Asked if the branches would have to be closed again,
Library Director Paul Hicok said, “I’m not sure we’re there yet.”...
Albany (N.Y.) Times Union, Sept. 27

Historian in theft plot seeks to sell off assets

Streaming Media
West, Hyatt Regency
Century Plaza, Los
Angeles. “The Business
and Technology of
Online Video.”

Nov. 9–11:
Access Services
Conference, Georgia
Tech Global Learning
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“Unlocking the 21st
Century Library!”

Nov. 20:
Jewish Children’s
Book Writers and
Illustrators
Conference, Temple
Emanu-El, New York
City.

Dec. 5–7:
International Digital
Curation Conference,
Marriott Royal Hotel,
Bristol, U.K. “Public?
Private? Personal?
Navigating the Open
Data Landscape.”

Apr. 28–29,
2012:
USA Science and
Engineering Festival,
Walter E. Washington
Convention Center,
Washington, D.C.
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A presidential historian charged with conspiring to steal documents
from archives throughout the Northeast is asking for court permission
to sell artwork and other valuables to cover his living expenses,
according to a motion filed September 23 in U.S. District Court. Barry
Landau, 63, needs cash to pay expenses such as the $2,700 rent on
his midtown Manhattan apartment, health insurance, and food,
according to the filing....
Associated Press, Sept. 26

Bookshelves on wheels for Joplin
students
After the 2011 Joplin tornado, April Roy, like
many other people in Kansas City, felt the urge
to do something. Roy, youth services manager
at the Country Club Plaza branch of the Kansas
City (Mo.) Public Library, and Pete Cowdin, co-
owner of Reading Reptile in Brookside, hit upon a clever way to bring
new books to young readers in Joplin—individual mobile bookshelves
for a number of needy classrooms. The project took shape—for each
classroom, a bookcase on wheels that opened like a book, three
shelves on each side, stocked with 50 new books....
Kansas City (Mo.) Star, Sept. 21

Missing moon rock found in Little Rock library
An archivist sifting through boxes of former President Bill Clinton’s
papers and memorabilia from his time as Arkansas governor found a
missing moon rock given to the state 35 years ago. “It’s sort of a
mystery solved,” said Bobby Roberts, director of the Central Arkansas
Library System in Little Rock. Roberts said the small rock, along with
a plaque and a small Arkansas flag, were found in one of about 2,000
boxes containing the former governor’s papers and memorabilia at the
Butler Center for Arkansas Studies....
Arkansas News, Sept. 21

Cliffside Park library reopens 
The Cliffside Park (N.J.) Free Public Library
reopened September 25, almost two years
after a fire ripped through the building and
destroyed a large part of its collection. A
November 30, 2009, fire damaged several
rooms, floors, computers and thousands of
books. The 1965 building was gutted and
an addition was constructed that will be the adult reading area. “It
looks nothing like it did before,” said Library Director Camille
Valentino Steinfeld (right), adding that the $1-million project was
funded through insurance money....
Bergen County (N.J.) Record, Sept. 25; Nov. 30, 2009; NY1, Sept. 25

UK councils are neglecting the vulnerable
Gloucestershire and Somerset county councils failed to take into
account the needs of the most vulnerable in society when they
announced plans to withdraw funding from local libraries, an English
court has heard. On the first day of a judicial review, both councils
were accused by library advocates of neglecting their responsibilities
to elderly, poor, and disabled residents in their rush to make budget
savings. The case is being watched closely, as it could be the first
time in the United Kingdom that a judgment will be handed down in a
legal challenge to library closures....
The Guardian (U.K.), Sept. 27
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Go back to the Top

Tech Talk
Amazon unveils Kindle Fire tablet
Amazon unveiled the Kindle Fire on September 28,
an Android-powered tablet that acts more like a color
e-reader on steroids and will retail for $199. The
Kindle Fire will be available on November 15, and
Amazon is now offering preorders. With its low price
—most tablets retail for around $500—and the
established Kindle brand, analysts believe Amazon’s
product could represent the first legitimate iPad
competitor. Crave has the basic specs. Gizmodo has
a chart showing how the Kindle Fire compares to
other tablets. David McGee identifies 10 things you need to know
about it....
CNET News: Wireless, Sept. 28; CNET News: Crave, Sept. 28; Gizmodo, Sept. 28;
International Business Times, Sept. 28

U.S. law blocks Netflix, Facebook integration
Facebook announced a slew of updates September 22, making it
easier for millions of U.S. customers to effortlessly share their lives
via a new timeline, except for details of the movies they’re renting.
For instance, Spotify customers may now consent to the automatic
publication on Facebook of the songs they’re listening to. Netflix
customers can do the same with the movies they watch—as long as
they are in Canada or Latin America. The Video Privacy Protection Act
bars Netflix from offering the same type of effortless sharing in the
United States....
Wired: Threat Level, Sept. 23

Privacy advocates oppose Facebook changes
Users and privacy advocates have reservations about Facebook’s
planned redesign, the way the change will affect third-party apps, and
the network’s general approach to privacy. Third-party apps will be
fully integrated into a user’s profile page, with updates about activity
on each app. That means that the apps will add information to a
user’s page automatically. With this change, users will have to think
more carefully about what apps they use, since their private media
consumption, exercise routines, and other habits could be
automatically published on their profiles....
Washington Post: Post Tech, Sept. 26; Faster Forward, Sept. 22

How to stop Facebook from
tracking your every move
Alan Henry writes: “Dave Winer wrote an article
at Scripting News that explains how Facebook
keeps track of where you are on the web
without your consent after you log in. Nik
Cubrilovic dug a little deeper, and discovered
that Facebook can still track where you are, even if you log out.
Facebook, for its part, has denied the claims. Now Cubrilovic says
Facebook has made changes to the logout process, and detailed what
each cookie is responsible for. Regardless of who you believe, here’s
how to protect yourself and keep your browsing history to yourself.”...
Lifehacker, Sept. 26; Scripting News, Sept. 24; Nik Cubrilovic Blog, Sept. 25, 27; ZDNet:
Friending Facebook, Sept. 25, 27

Libraries: Be careful what you “Like”
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John Mark Ockerbloom writes: “These days, many libraries use third-
party services to construct their web pages. For instance, some library
sites use Google services to analyze site usage trends or to display
book covers. Those third-party services often know what web page
has been visited when they’re invoked, either through an identifier in
the HTML or Javascript code, or simply through the referrer
information passed from the user’s browser. Patron privacy is at risk
when the third party also knows the identity of users visiting sensitive
pages (like pages disclosing books they’re interested in).”...
Everybody’s Libraries, Sept. 27

As Like buttons spread, so do
Facebook’s tentacles
Riva Richmond writes: “The Like and
Recommend buttons Facebook provides
to other websites send information about
your visit back to Facebook, even if you
don’t click on them. Since these buttons are now all over the web—
about 905,000 sites use them—Facebook can find out an awful lot
about what you do online even when you’re not on Facebook. Abine
recently began offering a button-blocking feature for Firefox that it
says stops data transfers to Facebook, Twitter, and Google+.”...
New York Times: Bits, Sept. 27; Abine, Sept. 27

No, you are not going to quit
Facebook
Christina Warren writes: “Dear Facebook
Users: With all of the new changes to
Facebook, especially the new Facebook
Timeline, some of you have indicated
that you’ve had enough and are planning
to quit the service and delete your
accounts. We hear you. The new Timeline is beautiful for sure, but it’s
also kind of creepy. Quitting Facebook in 2011 is like quitting
MySpace in 2008. It’s the cool thing to do. The difference, however, is
that you aren’t going to quit Facebook.”...
Mashable, Sept. 21–22, 27

Which telecom stores your data the
longest?
The nation’s major mobile-phone providers are
keeping a treasure trove of sensitive data on their
customers, according to a newly released Justice
Department internal memo (PDF file) that for the
first time reveals the data-retention policies of
America’s largest telecoms. The ACLU of North
Carolina received the document via a Freedom of Information Act
request regarding local law enforcement’s use of cellphone location
information. “People who are upset that Facebook is storing all their
information should be really concerned that their cell phone is
tracking them everywhere they’ve been,” said ACLU staff attorney
Catherine Crump....
Wired: Threat Level, Sept. 28; Blog of Rights, Sept. 28

Eight technologies that will
shape our future
Rick Chin writes: “In 20 years, our
technology will reach a level of
personalization that will enhance every
moment of our lives. We’ll be more
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physically comfortable with the furniture we sit on and the products
we hold; only the most relevant and personalized information from
friends and family will reach us; and our movement in the digital
world will be near telepathic. I foresee several of today’s technologies
as relevant to this particular vision of the future.”...
Mashable, Sept. 18

Create your own infographics
Ellyssa Kroski writes: “Infographics and
data visualizations have become incredibly
popular ways to impart information while
keeping your audience engaged. As a
result, a slew of user-friendly, free, online
applications have been created which
enable users to create their own information graphics. Here are five
such tools that I think are particularly valuable.”...
iLibrarian, Sept. 26

Time to kiss the CD goodbye
Matt Peckham writes: “The compact disc’s days as a viable medium
for music are nearly over. Oh, I’m not telling you anything you don’t
know. You use iTunes, or something like it. You’ve probably
purchased music online and know, for better or worse, what music-
related torrent files are. But you haven’t heard it all. For instance, this
editorial in the October 2011 issue of Sound on Sound suggests that
the CD’s demise has everything to do with...Netflix?”...
Time: Techland, Sept. 26; Sound on Sound, Oct.

7 ways to automate your life with ifttt
Jenna Wortham writes: “Ever wish you could get a
text message every time someone tagged you in a
Facebook photo? Or that you could record notes to yourself that are
transcribed and sent to your email account? A nifty new web service
called ifttt offers a way to automate tasks involving a bevy of services
like Instagram, Craigslist, Dropbox, and Instapaper. Simply connect
two services together to respond to triggers. Here are seven ‘recipes’
that are particularly helpful.”...
New York Times: Gadgetwise, Sept. 23

How rapidly expanding storage spurs innovation 
Lee Hutchinson writes: “Modern hard drives are precisely
manufactured miracles, squeezing ludicrously large amounts of data
into ludicrously tiny spaces. On one hand, the massive increase in
storage density encourages data creation. On the other hand, the
asymmetrical nature of most broadband solutions available to
consumers and a stagnation in their speed encourages only
consumption at the lower levels of that stack.”...
Ars Technica, Sept. 27

E-Content
Amazon unveils trio of new Kindle e-ink readers
In addition to its new Kindle Fire tablet, Amazon also unveiled on
September 28 three new versions of its e-ink digital book reader
Kindle. The company unveiled the Kindle Touch for $99. It also
showed off a 3G version, which will sell for $149. A cheaper and
smaller non-touch control Kindle will sell for $79. The lower price
points represent an aggressive push by Amazon to further its lead in
the e-reader market....
CNET News: Wireless, Sept. 28
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Kindle library e-books and the law of unintended
consequences
Nate Hoffelder writes: “OverDrive’s partner libraries are now offering
Kindle support but they didn’t have to buy any new e-books. Instead,
they are able to lend titles that they had already purchased as EPUB
and PDF. If a library buys a title and if Amazon has that title in its
store, then the library’s patrons can check out the e-book and read it
on a Kindle. Did you catch that second condition? A library can only
lend a Kindle e-book if Amazon already sells it.”...
The Digital Reader, Sept. 27

Eau Claire library begins
lending iPads
The L. E. Phillips Memorial Public Library
in Eau Claire, Wisconsin, has added iPads
to its circulation services. This week, 32
first-generation Apple tablets, each
loaded with 1,000 e-book titles, 10
audiobooks, and various free apps, became available for patrons to
check out, with six others for use in the library, and another six
devoted to Home Delivery Program patrons. The Presto Foundation
helped fund the purchase of the iPads with a $50,000 grant....
L. E. Phillips Memorial Public Library; WEAU-TV, Eau Claire, Wis., Sept. 21

Find free e-books with eBook Search 
Rob LeFebvre writes: “Back in July, e-book apps
Kindle, Kobo, and Nook all removed their bookstore
buttons due to Apple’s new policies around in-app
purchases. Now, Inkstone Software has brought
eBook Search to the App Store, allowing users to
download a book to their choice of e-reader at the
touch of a button. What’s exciting about this, besides the multi-app
availability, are the books themselves. Users can find both classic
works of literature and new stuff from authors like Cory Doctorow.”...
148Apps, Sept. 22

Orphan works project undaunted by lawsuit
The University of Michigan Library continues to operate its orphan
works project “because we remain as certain as ever that our
proposed uses of orphan works are lawful and important to the future
of scholarship and the libraries that support it.” That’s the position of
University Librarian Paul Courant, who also says that, contrary to
some erroneous reports, the library is continuing its digitization efforts
along with improving the orphan works identification process. “We
have not changed our plans or activities in any way as a result of the
Authors Guild lawsuit,” says Courant....
University of Michigan Record Update, Sept. 26

Can JSTOR solve the course-assigned e-book
problem?
Eric Hellman writes: “A few universities have started to reexamine the
role of academic libraries in the digital provision of course-assigned
textbooks. JSTOR’s Bruce Heterick has announced that Books at
JSTOR, to be launched in 3rd quarter of 2012, will include a pilot
program to make over 15,000 coursebooks available on multiple
platforms and devices. The icing on the cake is that they will be
integrated with JSTOR’s discovery and crosslinking platform.”....
Go to Hellman, Sept. 21

E-books, privacy, and the library
Gary D. Price writes: “If there is one thing all libraries and librarians
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are proud of—and with very good reason—it’s a strong commitment to
user privacy. Users appreciate this. Once a user takes advantage of
the new Kindle/OverDrive service, his or her library card number and
e-book checkout history (if they’re using a Kindle) becomes part of
Amazon’s database. My main concern here is that we need to make
all of this clear to our users. We’ve all seen what happens when a
privacy issue suddenly comes to light, generating all manner of
negative publicity.”...
InfoDocket, Sept. 27

If it’s E, it leads
Barbara Fister writes: “My father wrote the book on news editing—
literally. News Editing, a textbook he wrote that helped feed and
clothe his five kids, was born the year before I was and went through
two more editions. Maybe that’s why I find myself tempted to put on
a green eyeshade and take a red pencil to news stories about e-
books. Take, for example, this breathless lede in The Bookseller,
September 21: ‘The number of Americans using an e-book reader has
almost doubled during the last 12 months, according to a new
survey.’ But hang on a minute while I look at the actual figures.”...
Library Journal, Sept. 22; The Bookseller, Sept. 21

Up close: The making of a digital library
Zoe Gorman writes: “Earlier this month, library
digitization assistant Kelly Perry placed an 1845
German medical history book on a machine three
times her size. It takes her between 30 minutes and
an hour to digitize a 250-page book. Factoring in time
for processing and uploading the book to the library’s
website, it would take about a month for the digital
volume to reach users at a total cost of about $150.
Multiply that by 12.5 million volumes. Though Yale
library administrators and staff interviewed said preserving and
expanding access to Yale’s holdings is a fundamental goal, the
university has no plan on how to tackle that gargantuan task.”...
Yale Daily News, Sept. 27

Europe’s national librarians support Open Data
licensing
Meeting at the Royal Library of Denmark, the Conference of European
National Librarians has voted overwhelmingly to support the open
licensing of their data. This means that the metadata describing the
millions of books published in Europe will become increasingly
accessible for anybody to re-use: Wikipedia can use it to link to
articles and apps developers can embed it in new mobile educational
tools....
Europeana, Sept. 28

The future of books: A dystopian timeline
John Biggs writes: “With the launch of the Kindle Fire, I thought it
would be fun to write a little bit sci-fi and imagine what the
publishing market will look like in the next 10 years or so. I’m a
strong proponent of the e-book and, as I’ve said again and again, I
love books, but they’re not going to make it past this decade, at least
in most of the developed world.”...
TechCrunch, Sept. 27

Books and Reading
When a dictionary could outrage
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An editorial that appeared in the New York Times
on October 12, 1961, excoriated the recently
published Webster’s Third New International
Dictionary. At 2,700 pages and almost 14 pounds,
Webster’s Third was a literally weighty work, the
product of over 700 editor-years of effort. But it
was widely denounced for what critics viewed as a
lax admissions policy: It opened its columns to
parvenus like “litterbug” and “wise up,” declined to
condemn “ain’t,” and illustrated its definitions with
quotations from down-market sources like Ethel Merman and Betty
Grable....
New York Times Sunday Book Review, Sept. 23

Lisa Simpson’s literary
references
Jared Keller writes: “The focal point of
cultural awareness on The Simpsons is Lisa,
precocious bookworm and perennial
conscience of the family, who laments that
she’s destined for a life without friends or,
even worse, a life confined to ‘grown-up
nerds like Gore Vidal, and even he’s kissed
more boys than I have.’ My appreciation for Lisa’s bookishness led me
and Michelle Legro of Lapham's Quarterly to create the Lisa Simpson
Book Club, a single-serving Tumblr devoted to Lisa’s ever-expanding
catalogue and the best literary references in the show’s history. Here
is a selection of some of the best shoutouts to the world of
literature.”...
The Atlantic, Sept. 24; The Lisa Simpson Book Club

10 fantastic banned books that talk
about sex
Kathleen Massara writes: “Upwards of 11,000 books
have been challenged in American libraries and schools
since Banned Books Week was born in September
1982. We wanted to draw some attention to books
that have been censored over the years, so we got in
touch with Sarah Murphy, a school librarian and
cofounder (with Maria Falgoust) of The Desk Set, a
‘social and philanthropic group for librarians and bibliophiles.’” These
are her picks.... 
Flavorwire, Sept. 26

Libraries in teen books
Sharon Rawlins writes: “With the focus this month on
trying to get new library customers and issuing as
many new cards as possible, I thought I’d try to come
up with some YA books that have libraries as a part of
the plot. Surprisingly, for a place where so many of us
spend so much time and where many authors say they
go for inspiration and research, the library itself is not
featured a lot in YA books—unlike books for younger
readers or adults. Or, if it is, it’s not portrayed as the
place teens want to spend any time in unless they have to.”...
YALSA The Hub, Sept. 26

The top 10 books lost to time
Megan Gambino writes: “Here are 10
great written works from authors such as
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Shakespeare and Jane Austen that you’ll
never have a chance to read. First up,
Homer’s Margites. Before the Iliad and
the Odyssey, there was the Margites.
Little is known about the plot of the
comedic epic poem—Homer’s first work—
written around 700 B.C. But a few surviving lines, woven into other
works, describe the poem’s foolish hero, Margites. It is unfortunate
that no copy of Margites exists because Aristotle held it in high
acclaim.”...
Smithsonian, Sept. 20

Actions & Answers
October is National Information
Literacy Awareness Month
In today’s digital world, people who are
information literate know how to find, access, and
critically evaluate information to improve their
health, their environment, their education, and
their workplace performance. Having that skill set
empowers them to interpret and make informed
decisions about their lives, in essence, taking more responsibility for
their own individual welfare and that of the nation. Help spread the
word....
National Forum on Information Literacy

What does curation mean, anyway?
Elizabeth Brown writes: “I’ve been reading a lot of email and blog
posts lately on curation. So what does it mean? Does everyone
involved in curation projects and discussions agree on what it is? Not
necessarily, I’m finding out. I recently joined the ACRL Digital
Curation Interest Group discussion list, and this topic is one of the
current discussions. Just like everyone suddenly seems interested in
preservation right now, lots of people are thinking about curation and
what it means.”...
Social Disruption, Sept. 23

The Dead Sea Scrolls online
The Dead Sea Scrolls entered the digital
age in late September with the launch of
an online project that allows users to
search through and read high-resolution
versions of the 2,000-year-old texts. The
online launch features five of the 950
manuscripts believed to have been written between 200 B.C. and A.D.
68, including the Great Isaiah Scroll, which was discovered in 1947.
The online project represents a partnership between Google and the
Israel Museum in Jerusalem, which has presented the scrolls for public
viewing since 1965. Watch the video (2:10)....
Christian Science Monitor, Sept. 27; YouTube, Sept. 23

St. Johnsbury Athenaeum gets
new skylights
For almost 140 years, the original metal and
glass Victorian-style skylights above the art
gallery at St. Johnsbury (Vt.) Athenaeum
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protected one of the most prized art collections
in the country from the unpredictable weather
of northern New England. But an analysis of
the condition of the skylights revealed that they were severely
deteriorated to a point requiring wholesale replacement. For the past
three years, the athenaeum has been working to recreate new
frameworks that are carefully designed to replicate the dimensions
and look of the original while accommodating the weight of a new
glazing system....
ArtFixDaily, Sept. 16

University of San Diego criticized over library
layoffs
The layoffs of eight library staff members—some with decades of
experience and only a couple of years away from retirement—have
faculty members at the University of San Diego up in arms. Critics call
the administration’s actions an affront to the Roman Catholic
teachings of the university. Administrators said a reorganization of
Copley Library was necessary in an increasingly technological world,
and eliminating some positions made way for the creation of new
positions that ensure the library will stay on top of digital trends....
Inside Higher Ed, Sept. 27

How rural students perceive their libraries
More than 60 studies have shown the connection between school
libraries and improved student achievement, but almost none of the
research on how students use school libraries has included
predominately Hispanic schools in high-poverty communities. Shirley
Bleidt, a professor at Texas A&M University–Kingsville, focused on
those students for her research. The results, “How Students Utilize
and Perceive Their School Library,” were published in the summer
issue of American Secondary Education....
Education Week, Sept. 21

Handle with care
Harvard’s Houghton Library has a new
video tutorial, “Handling Harvard’s
Special Collections” (4:28), which
demonstrates basic handling procedures
for bound, unbound, and oversized
collection materials. The video is a
collaboration between Houghton Library, the Weissman Preservation
Center, and HCL Communications. It is intended for wide use and is a
wonderful resource for students, faculty, and patrons planning visits
to special collections repositories....
Houghton Library Blog, Sept. 19; YouTube, Sep. 12

Archival collections assessment
A new report by OCLC Research, written by Martha O’Hara Conway
and Merrilee Proffitt, identifies projects and methodologies that can be
used as-is or serve as models for librarians and archivists who are
considering collections assessment to meet one or several institutional
needs. The goal of Taking Stock and Making Hay: Archival Collections
Assessment (PDF file) is to encourage a community of practice and to
make it easier for institutions of all types to undertake collections
assessment....
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OCLC, Sept. 26

Explore the world @ your library
Libraries allow users to experience new
cultures and explore distant countries every
day. Whether it is through a book on the art
of China or learning to sing a song in French
during a multicultural sing-a-long, libraries
really bring their users the world. Here are just a few examples of
how libraries are getting involved and helping their users explore the
world around them....
ALA Campaign for America’s Libraries, Sept. 27

Resources for the green librarian
Beth Filar Williams writes: “Check out this great resource guide by
Laura L. Barnes of the Prairie Research Institute at the Illinois
Sustainable Technology Center, University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign Library. I love the guide’s opening introduction box that
contains handouts from green library workshops with slides and
resources. It also includes RSS feeds from the Environmental News
Bits Libraries category and a list of new green library resources that
you can subscribe to.”...
Going Green @ your library, Sept. 22

Reevaluating the role of the research librarian
Rya Ben-Shir and Alexander Feng write: “Many biotech corporations,
such as Pfizer and Genentech, have cut back or eliminated their
library research staffs, believing the myth that everything is free on
the internet. Many more are experimenting with outsourcing research
librarian services to India or China—producing unsatisfactory and low-
quality work. Organizations that make these misguided ‘penny wise,
pound foolish’ decisions are failing to recognize the vital contributions
that these important, skillful team members make in researching
business intelligence, patent landscapes, safety signals, tracking
competitors, and much more.”...
Bio-IT World, Sept. 27

Librarianship: A low-stress job?
Jennifer Eustis writes: “Would you agree with a post from Jennifer Hill
at the Stress Relief Handbook blog that librarians work in the second
least-stressful job in the workplace? From what I can tell, Jennifer
isn’t a librarian or employed by one. She has, however, described her
joy at visiting libraries while growing up. Being a librarian in an
academic library, I couldn’t resist responding to this blog. As one
colleague put it, Jennifer is mistaking Disneyland for Harvard. Let’s
take a look at Jennifer’s points.”...
Celeripedian, Sept. 21; The Stress Relief Handbook, Jan. 11, 2010

Is the U.S. training too many
librarians or too few? (Part one) 
Brett Bonfield writes: “For new library school
graduates, or for more seasoned librarians
ready for a change, entering the job market
can be an intimidating, frustrating
experience. We hear that there are no jobs available, and that the
few libraries that do advertise new openings are inundated with
applications. By looking at the past and the near future, we can begin
to think about strategies for ensuring that we are taking an efficient
approach to matching libraries’ needs with the supply of library
workers.”...
In the Library with the Lead Pipe, Sept. 21
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Résumé format: PDF or .doc?
Kate D’Amico writes: “As if creating your résumé wasn’t complicated
enough, given the thousands of tips floating around, you still need to
make sure you save your resume in the right file format (for help on
creating your résumé content, see here, here, and here). Your best
choices are PDF or .doc: Each has advantages and disadvantages, but
which one should you choose?”...
Come Recommended, Sept. 27

Your résumé reality check
Will Manley writes: “I do have a thing about résumés. The fact is that
the words punishment and résumé are for me synonymous. Those
terrorists in Gitmo? I say forget waterboarding. Make them read
librarian résumés as the preferred form of enhanced interrogation. I
don’t think I ever really saw a résumé I liked. Every résumé I ever
read had at least one flaw. Most had many flaws. Here is the list.”...
Will Unwound, Sept. 28

Can library instruction learn from Facebook?
Lane Wilkinson writes: “I think we can learn a lot about library
instruction by reflecting on what happens when an important service
like Facebook changes in drastic ways. Specifically, we can learn from
the fact that, except for a vocal minority, most users quickly adapt to
the changes and carry on with their lives. So, let’s ask ourselves,
‘How much of our library instruction will survive similar drastic
changes to academic databases?’”...
Sense and Reference, Sept. 23

Years to build up Delicious: One day to wreck it
Phil Bradley writes: “Delicious has managed to destroy itself in a
single day. That’s impressive by any standards, but I really think that
they’ve done it. Users are complaining that they can’t log in, and then
when they do they’re finding missing tags, no RSS feeds, the search
function has been wrecked, tag bundles have disappeared, and that’s
just for starters. What do we get in return? Something called ‘stacks’
which are not interesting, novel, or indeed new.”...
Phil Bradley’s Weblog, Sept. 28

How to jazz up your publicity
Heather Botelho writes: “If you’re like us at my
library, you’re fairly limited in the software
you’re allowed to use (ahem, Microsoft Office
Suite), and your in-house publicity is made
with Publisher. If you’re in the habit of making
signs or flyers for your programs, check to see
if you’ve gotten into the clip-art-gradient
background-text rut. If this isn’t you, please please please help your
fellow librarian who fits this description. If you’re thinking, ‘But what’s
wrong with my clipart?,’ I beg of you, please keep reading.”...
YALSA Blog, Sept. 25

Alternate slogans for Library
Card Sign-Up Month
Andy Woodworth writes: “ After viewing an
advertisement for National Library Card
Sign-up Month, I was struck by the sedate
blurb about what the library can do for
you. I guess with politicians hunting for
additional spending cuts to make you really
don’t want to emphasize reading for pleasure or storytimes or other
things that apparently don’t generate revenue or move our economy,
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but come on! This has the inspiring delivery of a pull-string Al Gore
doll. I began to wonder if there was a way to spice up this
campaign.”...
Agnostic, Maybe, Sept. 24

2012 Men of the Stacks calendar
Nancy Dowd writes: “This year Becky Jones, Sarah
Kahn, Sarah Daigle Scott, Trevor Dawes, Megan Perez,
and some incredible men have given us a calendar
that is sure to go down in library history. My favorite
is Mr. August—Trevor, I didn’t know you were such a
cooking enthusiast.” The Men of the Stacks calendar
project is a group of 12 librarians in various stages of
(un)dress. Orders are being taken for the 2012 calendar....
The ‘M’ Word: Marketing Libraries, Sept. 28; Men of the Stacks

Sims Memorial Library: The
movie
Southeastern Louisiana University’s Sims
Memorial Library has put the finishing
touches on an etiquette video titled Library:
The Movie. Since its initial release in the
2010 spring semester, this short film (5:19),
conceived and brought to life by Sims faculty and staff, has served to
teach students proper behavior when using the library’s many
resources. “During the spring of 2009, library staff had to contend
with some very noisy, rowdy student behavior, both inside and
outside of the library building,” said Reference/Instruction Librarian
Penny Hecker....
SLU The Lion’s Roar, Sept. 21

A Banned Books Week poem
The Girls in the Stacks, the four smart and
classy ladies who have an obsession with
books and reading and who brought you
last year’s video on “Banned Books Week:
Don’t Let This Happen to You” (2:48),
again celebrate BBW with a poem (2:28),
written by Nancy T. and dramatized by
Miss Annika (right), that shows what will happen when all books are
banned....
YouTube, Sept. 25; Sept. 28, 2010
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