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Five years of e-publishing
American Libraries Direct is celebrating its fifth
birthday with this issue. The e-newsletter was
launched on January 11, 2006, just prior to the
ALA Midwinter Meeting in San Antonio, Texas. It
was a modest affair, but since then it has grown
to become an essential news resource for ALA
members and nonmembers alike. We are looking
forward to the next five years!

The Year in Review 2010
From ongoing economic strains to the advent of
mobile library apps and Choose Privacy Week,
here are the top 10 library news-story trends
selected by the editors of American Libraries.
First, supply and demand: Several Fox TV
affiliates aired a segment June 28 titled: “Are Libraries Necessary, or
a Waste of Tax Money?” The answer should have been apparent
before the question was even asked: Gate counts and circulation
documented that libraries were more in demand than ever, and
patrons were not about to surrender their neighborhood research and
recreation hubs to budget cuts....
American Libraries feature

Info Pro: Adopting Tools from the
World of Business Consulting
Sarah Anne Murphy writes: “As professionals
serving increasingly business-savvy consumers,
librarians must realize that we are, in fact,
consultants. As such, we need to adopt some of
the tools and thinking of business consultants to
better communicate our value to library
customers. We do that by creating what is called a ServiceScape
environment, which is essential for building and maintaining a
library’s brand identity.”...
American Libraries feature

ALA Midwinter Meeting
in San Diego, California,
January 7–11, 2011.
Registered? Set up your
conference schedule.
Don’t forget the
Midwinter wiki and be
sure to check out the
Midwinter mobile site,
which is the ALA
Midwinter Schedule sized
perfectly for your mobile
browser.
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Is ALA ripe for rebellion?
Jim Rettig writes: “During my 34 years
as an ALA member I have heard others
complain about the Association and its value. Complaints include: It
doesn’t care about librarians, just about libraries; it’s a mouthpiece
for left-wing radicals; it doesn’t do anything for me. In her September
23 Abby the Librarian blog post, ’ALA Is Not Your Mom,’ Abby Johnson
wrote, ‘If you’re not getting what you want out of ALA, the only way
to change that is to get involved.’ But in spring 2009, ALA gave its
members a tool that can play a role in creating that environment: ALA
Connect.”...
American Libraries feature

From the American Libraries editor: An
exit interview
Leonard Kniffel writes: “What better way to make sure
you’re asked the right questions in your exit interview
than to conduct it yourself? So after 22 years on the
American Libraries staff, 15 of them at the helm, here
comes mine: Why are you leaving AL? I’m listening to
a little voice inside that says it’s time to move on. And
then what? Concentrate on public awareness and the
atyourlibrary.org website and forge alliances and partnerships with
foundations and related organizations that will help ALA’s advocacy
and outreach directly to the public.”...
American Libraries column, Dec. 30

Support for our school
Q. I’m a part-time school librarian, in a rural area.
The local PTO would like to help me gain more funding
for our school library. Do you have any ideas or
resources I can share with them? A. Real success in
gaining more funding will require working on several
fronts at once. First, engage in advocacy for the
school library itself. Second, work with the parents so
that they understand the library’s collection needs. Finally, engage in
creative fundraising (right)....
AL: Ask the ALA Librarian, Jan. 5

Signing off, for now
Laura Bruzas writes: “After
12 months of serving as the Green Your Library blogger, I am
stepping aside to give other talented individuals the chance to share
their green stories. If you’re a regular reader of this blog who enjoys
writing and has something to contribute to Green Your Library so that
we all can continue to learn and expand our green efforts, I hope that
you will consider being a guest blogger in 2011.”...
AL: Green Your Library, Dec. 22

ALA News

A remarkable ending to a tough year
ALA Executive Director Keith Michael Fiels writes:

Answer frequently
asked questions such
as “What’s good
besides Twilight?” with
the help of Patricia
O’Brien Mathews’s
Fang-Tastic Fiction,
an engaging tour
through today’s
spooky lit. This lively
readers’ advisory will
help you suggest a
multitude of
adventures starring
angst-ridden
heartthrobs,
superheroes, and
champions. NEW!
From ALA Editions.

“Like” American
Libraries on Facebook.

New this week
in American

Libraries

Year in Review

Adopting Business
Tools

Ripe for Rebellion?
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“Given the tough economy and the fiscal crisis that
has affected libraries of all types, it was no surprise
that ALA found itself facing a $2-million revenue
shortfall this past year—about 10%. Thanks to a lot of
hard work on the part of members, management, and
staff, we were able to reduce expenditures midyear
and end the year on a positive financial note.”...
Executive Director’s Message, Dec. 28

What’s happening: A Midwinter Meeting update 
(PDF file) 
ALA Senior Associate Executive Director Mary Ghikas has prepared
this guide to the 2011 Midwinter Meeting in San Diego, complete with
hot topics, networking opportunities, socials, forums, discussion
groups, exhibit-floor events, Council schedules, divisional board
meeting schedules, and basic conference information....
ALA Connect, Dec. 30

#alamw11 orientation
John Chrastka writes: “We are all looking forward to welcoming you
to the 2011 Midwinter Meeting. The 10-day forecast for San Diego is
sunny and in the low 60s, so bring a jacket as you network, learn,
and connect with other attendees from around the library world and
explore all that this wonderful meeting has to offer. This orientation
covers topics like your badge, the convention center, and navigating
the exhibits.”...
ALA Membership Blog, Dec. 29

Remix your library at the Unconference
Spend all day Friday, January 7, at the San Diego Convention Center
“mashing up” libraries with new ideas: Hip-hop, Banksy, collection
development, or anything. Stop by, hang out, and join the magic from
9 to 5 (with a lunch break). Note your attendence on the Facebook
event page....
2011 ALA Midwinter wiki

Midwinter Advocacy Institute focuses on branding,
Library Snapshot Day
Space is still available for the “Advocating in a Tough Economy: An
Advocacy Institute Workshop” during ALA’s 2011 Midwinter Meeting in
San Diego. The program will take place on January 7. Attendees will
learn how to advocate by positioning their libraries to meet the needs
of patrons, how to use snapshot day as an advocacy tool, and
improve messaging to decision makers. Advance registration is $50;
onsite will be $75....
Office for Library Advocacy, Dec. 28

ALA Emerging Issues
ALA Emerging Issues, a website jointly maintained by the Office for
Intellectual Freedom and the Washington Office, brings together
information, news, and opinion about the issues raised by WikiLeaks’
disclosure of classified government documents and the government’s
response to WikiLeaks’ activities. An essay by OIF Director Barbara
Jones on WikiLeaks and ALA went up December 27. The site will
continually add new information as it becomes available. Suggestions
can be sent to Deborah Caldwell-Stone in OIF or Lynne Bradley in the
Washington Office....
Office for Intellectual Freedom, Dec. 27

From the Editor

Perpetual Beta

Inside Scoop

Green Your Library

Ask the ALA
Librarian

Librarian’s Library

AL Focus

Great Libraries
of the World

Linda Hall Library,
Kansas City, Missouri.
The largest
independently funded
public library of
science, engineering,
and technology in
North America, the
library was established
in 1946 through the
philanthropy of Linda
and Herbert Hall. It is
located on a 14-acre
arboretum on the site
of the Halls’ former
mansion. The
collection began with
the purchase of
historical materials
from the American
Academy of Arts and
Sciences in
Massachusetts. Edward
W. Tanner and
Associates designed a
new library building in
1956 with an interior
featuring large
windows and oak
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Early bird registration open for 2011
Annual Conference
Registration and housing are now open for those
planning to attend the 2011 ALA Annual
Conference in New Orleans, June 23–28. Bringing
together more than 25,000 librarians, educators,
authors, publishers, literacy experts, illustrators, and the leading
suppliers to the market, the Annual Conference gives you a once-a-
year opportunity to advance your career and improve your library.
See who’s exhibiting and read all about the programs in the Early
Bird brochure (PDF file)....
Conference Services, Jan. 3

Updated briefs on federal issues affecting libraries
In preparation for the 2011 Committee on Legislation retreat and
Midwinter Conference, the ALA Office of Government Relations has
released updated issue briefs on federal legislation and policies
impacting libraries, including broadband, LSTA, and privacy. The issue
briefs may be viewed here in PDF format....
District Dispatch, Jan. 4

Interactive widget for 2010
Census
ALA partnered with the 2010 Census in
September 2009 to help promote the value
of accurate and complete census data and
to improve the questionnaire response rate.
That partnership has come to a successful
conclusion, and the results are in. To more
easily share the data, the U.S. Census has released on online widget
allowing visitors to quickly view the data on a state-by-state level.
The interactive map is available on the websites of ALA and the U.S.
Census....
Development Office, Dec. 28

“Our Authors, Our Advocates” PSAs to debut
ALA will unveil on January 7 audio and video public service
announcements from such best-selling authors as Sharon Draper,
Brad Meltzer, Sara Paretsky, and Scott Turow. The materials will be
free and made available for download at the I Love Libraries website
to ALA membership for use at the local level to assist with advocacy
efforts....
Public Information Office, Dec. 29

ALA 2015 Strategic Plan released
The vision statement for the ALA 2015 Strategic Plan has been
encapsulated as: “ALA builds a world where libraries, both physical
and virtual, are central to lifelong discovery and learning and
everyone is a library user.” Attendees of the 2011 ALA Midwinter
Meeting in San Diego can pick up a brochure that outlines the
strategic plan at the ALA Press Office and the membership
information kiosk at the ALA Store. The strategic plan is also available
online (PDF file)....
Public Information Office, Dec. 29

Making the literacy connection
In this video (4:49), ALA Committee on
Literacy Chair Juliet I. Machie (right),
deputy director of the Detroit Public Library,
discusses the vital role that librarians must

woodwork. In 1973, its
rare book room
doubled the space for
its rare treasures,
which include original
editions by Isaac
Newton, Johann Bayer,
Galileo Galilei, and
Robert Hooke. The
Tazza, one of the
largest pieces of
malachite sculpture in
North America, is the
focal point in the main
reading room.

St. Louis Public
Library, Central
Library, St. Louis,
Missouri. Funded by
Andrew Carnegie and
completed in 1912 by
architect Cass Gilbert,
the library features a
Beaux-Arts
neoclassical style with
an oval central pavilion
surrounded by four
light courts. The Olive
Street front resembles
a colossal arcade with
contrasting marble
bas-relief panels. A
projecting three-bay
central block provides
a monumental
entrance similar to a
triumphal arch. The
ceiling of the
periodicals room is
based on
Michelangelo’s ceiling
in the Biblioteca
Medicea Laurenziana in
Florence. The library
began a restoration
project in 2010 and
will reopen in its
centennial year of
2012.
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play in combating illiteracy in their
communities. “In my community,” she says,
“47% of my adults are classified as
functionally illiterate.” Machie calls on librarians to take action to
address their communities’ literacy needs....
OLOS Columns, Jan. 4; YouTube, Dec. 28

Financial planning @ your library
According to a recent poll by the Marist Institute for Public Opinion,
saving money was the third most popular New Year’s resolution.
Libraries are trying to make this goal easier to reach. With the
assistance of grants, ALA and libraries across the country are helping
library users pinch a few extra pennies this year....
Campaign for America’s Libraries, Jan. 4

January 17 deadline for Google Policy Fellowship
The ALA Washington Office will once again participate in the Google
Policy Fellowship program in the summer of 2011. Google Policy
Fellows work in diverse areas of information policy that include
broadband, net neutrality, and free expression. The deadline for
applications is January 17....
District Dispatch, Jan. 3

Roberta Stevens in the
Netherlands
ALA President Roberta Stevens was a
keynote speaker at the Bibliotheek
Tweedaagse conference in Maastricht,
the Netherlands, December 9–10. She
took time out to appear on Jaap van de
Geer’s video series, This Week in
Libraries (31:43), along with Bas Savenije, director general of the
National Library of the Netherlands (right), and moderator Erik
Boekesteijn....
This Week in Libraries, no. 28 (Dec. 11)

Celebrating library history in
2011
Larry Nix writes: “The year 1876 was
probably the most significant year in
American library history. This was the year
that the American Library Association was
founded. It was also the year in which Melvil
Dewey first published his decimal system of book classification. The
Library Journal, originally the American Library Journal, began
publication in 1876. The landmark publication Public Libraries in the
United States of America was also published by the Bureau of
Education that year.”...
Library History Buff Blog, Jan. 1

Free webinar: Midwinter Tech Wrapup
The ALA Midwinter Meeting provides a fantastic opportunity to reflect
on how technology is continuing to transform the library world. ALA
TechSource is planning another free, conference-wrapping webinars
with its Midwinter Tech Wrapup on January 19, 1:30–3 p.m. Ccentral

showcases 250 libraries
around the world that are
notable for their exquisite
architecture, historic
collections, and innovative
services. If you find yourself
on vacation near one of
them, be sure to stop by for
a visit. The entire list will be
available in The Whole
Library Handbook 5, edited
by George M. Eberhart, which
is scheduled for publication in
2011 by ALA Editions.

Be Heard in Congress: The
Election May be Over, But
You can Still Influence the
Work of Congress

Maximize Your Job Seeking
Mojo: The Library Can Help
You to Find Your Next Job

Vote for Your Favorite
Newbery Medal Winner 

Express Yourself: A National
Competition Gives All Young
Playwrights an Opportunity
to be Heard 
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time. Panelists include Jason Griffey, Kate Sheehan, Marshall
Breeding, and Tom Peters. Register here....
ALA TechSource Blog, Jan. 3

Emerging Leaders tackle Libraries Build
Communities expansion
Don Wood writes: “One of the 2011 Emerging Leaders
Projects, Project F, will identify steps to transform and
extend ALA’s popular annual volunteer service day,
Libraries Build Communities, into means to provide
libraries with librarian-volunteers whenever and
wherever needed. Project activities may include
determining methods of providing specialized volunteer
assistance to libraries or exploring partnerships to help support and
manage library assistance efforts.”...
ALA Student Membership Blog, Jan. 4

Ring in the new year with a Glee READ
poster
ALA’s newest celebrity READ poster stars five cast
members from the hit TV show Glee. Posing on the
show’s high-school library set with a selection of
their favorite reads are Will Schuester (Matthew
Morrison), Rachel Berry (Lea Michele), Finn Hudson
(Cory Monteith), Mercedes Jones (Amber Riley), and
Kurt Hummel (Chris Colfer). ALA Graphics is hosting
a Glee trivia contest through January 7, with a new
question about the show posted every day; a
random winner will be drawn from the correct responses every day
and receive a Glee READ poster and a copy of the show’s latest tie-in
novel Glee: Foreign Exchange. The poster and a bookmark pack are
available at the ALA Store....
ALA Graphics, Dec. 28

New stuff/cool stuff at the ALA Store
John Chrastka writes: “At the 2011 Midwinter
Meeting, the ALA Store will be located on the Exhibit
Floor at Booth 1940. Coordinating with the Youth
Media Awards announcement on Monday, January
10, In the Words of the Winners: The Newbery and
Caldecott Medals, 2001–2010 will be in stock,
showcasing an exclusive collection of acceptance
speeches from winners of the most respected prizes
in children’s literature. In addition, the critically
acclaimed Glee cast has joined the Celebrity READ campaign, and
several new titles from ALA Editions will be making their debuts.”...
ALA Membership Blog, Dec. 28

Read more about Reid’s read-aloud
classics
Children’s literature guru Rob Reid dips back into the
classics with the publication of Reid’s Read-Alouds 2:
Modern-Day Classics from C. S. Lewis to Lemony
Snicket. A companion to the best-selling Reid’s
Read-Alouds, this volume highlights outstanding
titles published between 1950 and 1999 that
continue to connect with kids and teens today. From
humor and drama to science fiction and history, Reid
offers unique 10-minute read-aloud suggestions
drawn from 200 carefully selected titles along with brief plot

Andrea Cremer Shares Her
Thoughts on Libraries
(video)

Donna Seaman Interviews
Author Miles Harvey

Time Covers Offer Rich
History of the World;
Featured in Online Exhibit

North Texas Libraries
Promote Literacy

Family Travel Destinations:
Celebrity Museums

 Join Us on Facebook

Subscribe to our 
Newsletter

Career Leads
from

Elementary
Librarian/ Media
Specialist, The Roeper
School, Bloomfield Hills,
Michigan. Teaches basic
library skills to students
in grades pre-K
through Grade 5 using
a variety of age-
appropriate software
packages and supports
the teaching of
information literacy and
research skills.
Promotes a love of
reading through a
variety of book
readings and
conversations with
students. Collaborates
with classroom teachers
to develop integrated
lesson plans that
include library and
technology resources.
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summaries....
ALA Editions, Jan. 4

Featured review: Audiobook
Franzen, Jonathan. Freedom. Read by David
Ledoux. 25 hrs. Aug. 2010. AudioGO, CD
(978-0-7927-7321-4).
Oprah’s book-club pick is a natural for audio.
Narrator Ledoux does a terrific job making
this massive novel accessible to listeners. The
complex plot (with flashbacks, flash-forwards,
and varying points of view) requires a strong
reader who can keep the characters’ emotions
and attitudes in place. Ledoux’s reading is
pretty straightforward. He changes tones and inflections to
convey protagonist Walter’s kindness and deep well of anger
and his wife Patty’s frustrations and depression. Ledoux
transforms their son Joey from a smart-aleck teenager and
scheming college student to a scared 20-year-old entrepreneur
whose connection with a corrupt venture in Iraq leads him
back to his dad. Expect high demand....

Digital synchronicity
Mary Burkey writes: “As the print
publishing world deals with the shift
to digital e-books, the audiobook
community responds with ‘Been there,
done that.’ Are you intrigued by the
birth of download megamarketer
Amazon’s Kindle, which excludes the library market with a
laser-sharp focus on building a consumer base? Audible did
that back in the 20th century, founding their online store in
1995, selling a newfangled media device, the MP3 player,
which could play audiobook digital files in a copy-protected
proprietary format. If you are interested in the history of e-
book readers, travel back in time to 2000 and the launch of
OverDrive Media and the birth of library-friendly audiobook
downloads.”...

My 2011 YA wishlist
Daniel Kraus writes: “It is entirely
possible that we in the Booklist youth
brigade read more YA books than
anyone else in the freakin’ world. You
can’t do this and not start to feel a
pang of despair when you’ve seen
the same plot device, character quirk,
or theme for the tenth time in a
single month. So here are seven things I’d like to see change
or just plain go away in YA fiction in the coming year. Angry-
letter writers, start cracking those knuckles.”...
Booklist Online: Likely Stories, Jan. 3

Knowledge of library
techniques, processes,
and reference sources.
Ability to plan and
teach lessons on
children’s literature,
information resources,
search techniques, and
research methods, both
general and in specific
subject areas. Ability to
work effectively with
students, faculty
members, and parents.
Strong collaborative
skills to plan and work
with library staff,
technology team, and
administrators. Ability
to work comfortably
and effectively in a
vibrant and hectic
library space.... 

@ More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week

The New Norman
Rockwell Digital
Collection of the
Norman Rockwell
Museum in
Stockbridge,
Massachusetts, is
offering online access
beginning January 6.

http://booklistonline.com/ProductInfo.aspx?pid=4433846
http://booklistonline.com/ProductInfo.aspx?pid=4579994
http://blog.booklistonline.com/2011/01/03/my-2011-ya-wishlist/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/ALA-JobLIST/47377008761
http://twitter.com/ALA_JobLIST
http://joblist.ala.org/
http://www.nrm.org/collections-2/projectnorman/
http://www.nrm.org/collections-2/projectnorman/
http://www.nrm.org/collections-2/projectnorman/
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@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

San Diego Update

TSA travel tips
The Transportation Security Administration posted these travel tips for
the holidays, but they also apply to Midwinter flights as well. In
addition to advice on liquids and wait times, the post also contains
some TSA humor. See the sections on Fruitcake and Christmas
sweaters....
TSA Blog, Dec. 23

Stranded at the airport? Tweet
about it
Some travelers stranded by the great
snowstorm of 2010 discovered a new lifeline
for help. When all else fails, Twitter might be the best way to book a
seat home. While the airlines’ reservation lines required hours of
waiting, savvy travelers were able to book new reservations, get flight
information, and track lost luggage. And they could complain, too....
New York Times, Dec. 29

Heavenly cupcakes
Located in the Gaslamp Quarter at 518 6th
Avenue, Heavenly Cupcake opened in 2009
as the city’s first cupcake lounge (PDF file).
Often staying open until midnight on
Fridays and Saturdays, the lounge features
Rose Mary Pereira’s freshly-baked
creations. Her signature Orange Chip flavor
features Madagascar vanilla cake infused with orange zest and
chocolate chips and topped with the highest quality Felchlin Swiss
chocolate. To promote their wares, they use a cupcake-mobile
(above) that motors around the district. Watch the video (2:03)....
Heavenly Cupcake; Where San Diego, Spring 2009; YouTube, July 27, 2009

San Diego Firehouse Museum
Founded in 1962, the San Diego Firehouse
Museum features a collection of antique fire
equipment, trucks, gear, and other
memorabilia dating back more than 100 years.
Located at 1572 Columbia Street in the Little
Italy area downtown, the museum is open
Thursdays through Sunday—perfect for a post-
Midwinter visit. It operated by volunteers who are retired members of
the profession, many of them willing to share their own experiences
and stories....
San Diego Firehouse Museum

Division News

Questions for Vernor Vinge?
Jason Griffey writes: “On January 8 in San Diego I
have the opportunity to interview an incredible author
and thinker. Vernor Vinge (right) is best known for
being a multiple Hugo Award winning author, but he is

The collection contains
more than 50,000
paintings, sketches,
photographs, letters,
objects, and ephemera
related to the famous
American illustrator
Norman Rockwell
(1894–1978), many of
which have never been
publicly viewed before.
ProjectNORMAN (New
Online Rockwell Media
Art and Archive
Network) is preserving
and making the
Norman Rockwell
Museum art and
archival collections
accessible to
researchers, curators,
students and the
general public. The
decade-long project,
begun in 2003, is a
10-year,
comprehensive online
publishing project to
preserve, catalog,
computerize, and
digitize the museum’s
collection of original
artworks and archival
objects. In 2009, a
grant was awarded
from the Institute of
Museum and Library
Services to fund the
purchase of software
that converts the
internal collections
management
system into a
customized,
searchable, online
database.

Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site.

Public
Perception 
How the World 
Sees Us

http://twitter.com/@DeltaAssist
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ICzdRVlY7l8
http://www.booklistonline.com/
http://blog.tsa.gov/2010/12/check-out-our-holiday-travel-tipsagain.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/12/30/us/30airlines.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/12/30/us/30airlines.html
http://www.heavenlycupcake.com/index.html
http://www.heavenlycupcake.com/wheremag.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ICzdRVlY7l8
http://sandiegofirehousemuseum.com/
http://litablog.org/2010/12/the-world-and-jason-griffey-interviews-vernor-vinge/
mailto:aldirect@ala.org
http://www.ilovelibraries.ala.org/diglibweekly/
http://www.ilovelibraries.ala.org/diglibweekly/
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also a professor and technologist, famous for being a
proponent of the idea of The Singularity. I am taking
questions both now and live during the interview. We
will be streaming the interview on the LITA Blog and
on the LITA UStream channel, and taking questions via Facebook and
Twitter.”...
LITA Blog, Dec. 29

“Survive and Thrive” in San Diego with PLA institute
There’s still time to register onsite for PLA’s daylong January 7
institute “Public Libraries Survive and Thrive in the 21st Century” to
be held during the ALA Midwinter Meeting. IMLS Director Susan
Hildreth joins a panel of experts to discuss topics such as: making
tough budget decisions, communicating with staff and the public,
fundraising, technology, facilities, staffing, community collaborations,
and customer service....
PLA, Jan. 4

Find inspiration for Teen Tech Week
and Teen Read Week
Librarians planning celebrations for YALSA’s two
annual literacy initiatives can now turn to a new,
comprehensive resource: Teen Read Week and Teen
Tech Week: Tips and Resources for YALSA’s
Initiatives, edited by Megan Fink. Released just in
time to plan for the 2011 Teen Tech Week, March 6–
12, the book includes more than 30 articles offering
ideas on best practices, programming and collection development, and
marketing and outreach for both events. Appendixes include publicity
tools for promoting both weeks....
YALSA, Dec. 28

Tantalize teens with technology
Learn how to easily use technology at almost no cost to enhance teen
library services at “Tech4U: Technology Programs for Every User.” The
program will offer demonstrations of applications such as Animoto,
VoiceThread, Comic Creator, Toondoo, and Storybird. Hosted by
Megan Fink, middle school librarian and advisor at Charlotte (N.C.)
Country Day School, registration is open for the webinar, which will
be held January 20 at 2 p.m. Eastern time....
YALSA, Jan. 4

Young readers build book buzz
More than 70 young readers at the Montgomery County Public Library
in Bethesda, Maryland, are a little-known sounding board for
publishers of teen fiction, poring over advance copies of books and
dutifully typing up their ratings and impressions. The group is one of
16 across the nation that belong to a galley-review program started
by YALSA. The program, begun in 2007, is called Bethesda Teen
Reads....
Washington Post, Dec. 27

Homework help webinar helps you help teens
Help your teens get a head start on their homework by hosting a
homework help program at your library. Host Mari Hardacre discusses

“I think [patrons]
use the library more
as a Barnes & Noble
or coffee shop now
rather than the
traditional idea of
the library. They
don’t come here to
be quiet and to
study. It’s almost
more social to be in
the library now.
People just like to
come here to hang
out. I think [libraries
are] a lot less
intimidating than
when I was younger.
There was a time
when I was afraid of
libraries, and
librarians for that
matter.”

—Chris Vinson, head of
library systems at the College
of Charleston, South Carolina,
quoted in “Libraries Adjust to
Life in the Digital World,”
Charleston (S.C.) City Paper,
Oct. 13.

@ More quotes...

TweetWatch

Follow:

Association for Library
and Information
Science Education
Conference, San
Diego, California, Jan.
4–6, at:
#alise11

http://www.ustream.tv/channel/ala-annual-and-midwinter
http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=176794959012381&num_event_invites=0
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http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/easily-incorporate-free-tech-tools-teens-your-library-yalsa-s-january-webinar-0
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/yalsa/onlinecourses/webinar.cfm
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/12/26/AR2010122602447.html
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/encourage-teen-learning-yalsa-s-homework-help-webinar-february
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both in-person and online homework help programs, including fee-
based and free services. Learn how to get teens involved in the
program through outreach and partnerships, tips for marketing your
program, and what role social media may come to play in homework
help. Registration is open for the February 17 webinar, which begins
at 2 p.m. Eastern time....
YALSA, Jan. 4

Scholarly Communication 101 on the road again
ACRL will be taking its free half-day workshop, “Scholarly
Communication 101: Starting with the Basics,” back on the road to
five libraries across the country in 2011. Complete details about the
workshop are posted online, and institutions may publicly express
their intent to apply by posting a comment in ALA Connect to identify
potential collaborators and submit an application jointly....
ACRL, Jan. 3

Collection Development in a Changing
Environment
Authors Susanne K. Clement and Jennifer M. Foy
highlight collection development and management
policies for college and university libraries in the new
ACRL publication Collection Development in a
Changing Environment (CLIP Note #42). The first
digital publication in the Clip Note series, the
publication is in PDF e-book format, which allows for
hyperlinked excerpts of policies from more than 60 libraries....
ACRL, Jan. 4

Round Table News

GLBTRT hosts Midwinter social
Join the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgendered Round Table in
San Diego at the Rock Bottom Brewery, 401 G Street, 6–9 p.m. on
January 8 to help continue a year-long celebration of the group’s 40th
anniversary. Founded in 1970, GLBTRT will conclude the festivities
that began at the 2010 ALA Annual Conference in Washington, D.C.,
at the Book Award Gala to be held during the ALA Annual Conference
in New Orleans, June 23–28....
Office for Diversity, Dec. 28

Awards

Stay tuned for 2011 John Cotton Dana Awards
A press conference announcing this year’s winners of the John Cotton
Dana Library Public Relations Award will be held from 4–5 p.m. on
Saturday, January 8, at the San Diego Convention Center during the
ALA Midwinter Meeting....
LLAMA, Jan. 4

Poll promotes 2011 Youth Media Awards
Celebrate the upcoming Youth Media Awards with library lovers across
the country by voting online for your favorite Newbery Medal–winning
book. The poll is the newest feature on atyourlibrary.org, ALA’s public
awareness website whose articles librarians are encouraged to use
and repurpose to highlight the richness of libraries’ resources. The
articles are available under a Creative Commons license and should be

ALA Midwinter
Meeting, San Diego,
California, Jan. 7–11,
at:
#alamw11

American Libraries
news stories, videos,
tweets, and blog posts
at: 
amlibraries

Calendar

Jan. 7–11:
ALA Midwinter
Meeting, San Diego
Convention Center.

Jan. 26–28:
Atmospheric Science
Librarians
International,
Conference,
Washington State
Convention Center,
Seattle.
“Communicating
Weather and Climate.”

Feb. 18–20:
Alaska Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Centennial
Hall, Juneau.

Feb. 28–
Mar. 1:
Museums Advocacy
Day, Washington, D.C.

Mar. 3–4:
University of
Oklahoma Libraries,
Annual Conference,
Embassy Suites Hotel,
Oklahoma City. “From
Surviving to Thriving:
Building Blocks of
Success.”

Mar. 23–25:
Tennessee Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Embassy
Suites and Convention
Center, Murfreesboro.
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credited to the website....
Public Information Office, Dec. 28

OITP recognizes cutting-edge
library technology programs
The ALA Office for Information Technology
Policy has selected programs at Creekview High School (the Unquiet
Library) in Canton, Georgia; Orange County Library System (Shake It!
mobile app) in Orlando, Florida; North Carolina State University
Libraries (web design) in Raleigh; and OhioLINK (Digital Resource
Commons) in Columbus, Ohio, as the winners of its second contest to
honor cutting-edge technologies in library services....
District Dispatch, Jan. 5

Submit your ALA Awards nominations 
The deadline has been extended to February 1 for a number of ALA
awards and grants, including the ALA Information Today Library of
the Future Award, the Beta Phi Mu Award, the Gale Cengage Learning
Financial Development Award, the Paul Howard Award for Courage,
the Lippincott Award, and the Scholastic Library Publishing Award.
General information about these and other ALA awards are available
online....
Office of ALA Governance, Dec. 28

30 libraries to receive Louisa May Alcott
grants
ALA and the National Endowment for the Humanities
have announced the 30 libraries that will receive
$2,500 grants to support five reading, viewing, and
discussion programs featuring the documentary Louisa
May Alcott: The Woman Behind Little Women and the
companion biography of the same name. The library
outreach program is part of NEH’s We the People initiative, in
collaboration with Nancy Porter and Harriet Reisen for Filmmakers
Collaborative....
Public Programs Office, Jan. 4

2011 Scott O’Dell Award
The winner of the 2011 Scott O’Dell Award for
Historical Fiction is One Crazy Summer by Rita
Williams-Garcia, published by Amistad. Established in
1982 by the great historical fiction writer Scott O’Dell,
the annual $5,000 award is given for a distinguished
work of historical fiction for young people, published by
a U.S. publisher. The setting must be South, Central, or
North America, and the author must be a U.S.
citizen....
Read Roger, Jan. 4

Queen’s Gold Medal for Poetry
The national poet of Wales, Gillian Clarke, has won one
of Britain’s most prestigious awards, the Queen’s Gold
Medal for Poetry in recognition of both her latest
collection, A Recipe for Water, and for her entire body
of work. Clarke declared herself “very chuffed” to
receive an award given to such writers as W. H. Auden,
Ted Hughes, Derek Walcott, U. A. Fanthorpe, and Les
Murray, since its institution by King George V in 1933....
The Guardian (U.K.), Dec. 24

“Partnerships: It Takes
Two to Tango.”

Mar. 30–
Apr. 3:
Information
Architecture Summit,
Colorado Convention
Center, Denver.

Apr. 6–8:
Kansas Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Capitol
Plaza Hotel, Topeka.

Apr. 6–8:
Oregon Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Salem
Conference Center,
Salem.

Apr. 6–9:
Montana Library
Association /
Mountain Plains
Library Association,
Joint Conference,
Billings Hotel and
Conference Center.

Apr. 9–12:
American Association
of Community
Colleges, Annual
Convention, Ernest N.
Morial Convention
Center, New Orleans.

Apr. 12–15:
Texas Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Austin
Convention Center.
“Libraries Crossing
Boundaries.”

Apr. 27–29:
New Mexico Library
Association, Annual
Conference,
Albuquerque
Convention Center.
“Colorful New Mexico,
Colorful People,
Colorful Libraries.”

Apr. 27–29:
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Golden Fuse Awards, 2010
Betsy Bird writes: “It’s that time of year again!
Looking back, I see that I’ve consistently been doing
Golden Fuse Awards for a good number of years now.
Past selections appeared in 2006, 2007, 2008, and
2009. Now we turn to 2010, a strange little wildcard
year. First, Best Cover of 2010 goes to The Kneebone
Boy by Ellen Potter. It hints at all kinds of mysteries.
The cat’s multiple toes. The person in the tree.”...
School Library Journal: A Fuse #8 Production, Jan. 1

Seen Online

Senate confirms Hildreth as IMLS
director
The U.S. Senate confirmed Susan Hildreth December
22 as director of the Institute of Museum and Library
Services by unanimous consent. She will serve a four-
year term as IMLS director beginning January 24,
succeeding Interim Director Marsha L. Semmel.
Hildreth has been director of the Seattle Public Library
since 2008; prior to that she served as California state librarian....
Institute of Museum and Library Services, Dec. 23

Arson fire closes Portsmouth
library for three months
The Portsmouth (Va.) Main Library will
remain closed until April 1 as workers clean
thousands of books and reconstruct parts of
the building destroyed by a Christmas Day
fire. Investigators say the fire was
deliberately set in the bookdrop at the rear of the building and spread
down a hallway. Workers will need to thoroughly clean many of the
library’s 150,000 volumes....
Norfolk Virginian-Pilot, Jan. 1; WAVY-TV, Portsmouth, Va., Dec. 30

Firebomb closes Sacramento
library branch
A Molotov cocktail–type device exploded at
approximately 3:30 a.m. on January 3
inside the return box of Sacramento (Calif.)
Public Library’s Arden-Dimick branch,
damaging about 1,000 items in the return
box, most of which were soaked by the fire sprinklers activated in the
book-drop room. Because the water also damaged walls and ceiling
tiles, as well as the carpet outside the room, the incident has forced
the library’s closure until January 8. No one was injured and no
arrests have been made, although officials plan to review outdoor
surveillance video for clues. Watch the news video (0:58)....
Sacramento (Calif.) Bee, Jan. 4; Sacramento Public Library; KXTV, Sacramento, Jan. 3

Morristown library reopens with a new director
The Morristown and Morris Township (N.J.) Library, closed since an
underground gas explosion last May, will partially reopen on January
6. Town officials gave temporary approval to reopen the undamaged
2006 wing of the library. Maria Norton, who became interim director
in the aftermath of the blast, has been promoted to director by
trustees. Her first order of business will be shoehorning a full
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complement of library services into about one-third of the pre-
explosion space....
Morristown (N.J.) Green, Jan. 4

Salt Lake City library managers reapply
for their jobs
As part of a board-sanctioned management
restructuring that goes into effect January 10 at the
Salt Lake City Public Library, all 31 members of library
management recently had to reapply for their
positions. The result: Four veteran staffers retired and
five were reassigned to “special assignments” outside
management ranks. Director Beth Elder (right) emailed all staff that
she looked forward to the “new opportunities and the new synergies
that will be created as people join together in new groups,
committees, and teams.” The reorganization follows the
recommendations of a consultant, contracted by Elder and the board
earlier this year, whose report outlined a need for change....
Salt Lake Tribune, Dec. 30

DCPL branch included in Best
Architecture of 2010
Julie V. Iovine writes: “In Washington, D.C.,
the beacon-bright Watha T. Daniel/Shaw
branch of the District of Columbia Public
Library designed by Davis Brody Bond Aedas
is shaped into a dynamically jutting prow that
is a far cry from the inward-turned, windowless brick models of
yesteryear. The architecture—utilitarian but inventive, and with a
green roof and 20-foot-tall central space—says much about the
priorities and the programs going on inside libraries.”...
Wall Street Journal, Dec. 24

LC picks 25 more films for the
National Film Registry
Two quintessential Washington movies were
selected for the Library of Congress’s National
Film Registry on December 28. All the
President’s Men and The Exorcist, along with
23 other feature films, documentaries, and
shorts, have been deemed “works of enduring
significance to American culture.” See the full 2010 list here. Librarian
of Congress James Billington said LC hoped to make the Registry
films available through Netflix and online streaming sites, including
the library’s....
Washington Post, Dec. 28; Library of Congress, Dec. 28

Marin County Library builds database of death
records
Since 1850, Marin County, California, coroners have documented
thousands of death investigations—pistol shootings, drownings,
railroad accidents, the occasional poisoning. Because of the merger of
the coroner’s office with the sheriff’s office in January, the files on
more than 89,000 coroners’ cases—many handwritten in ink on
parchment—have been transferred to the Marin County Free Library’s
Anne T. Kent California Room in San Rafael. Librarian Laurie
Thompson is embarking on a project to create a searchable database
of the archives, with help from Genealogical Society volunteers....
Marin (Calif.) Independent Journal, Jan. 1
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Camden library staff to be laid off
All 20 staffers at the two remaining public library branches in
Camden, New Jersey, will be laid off effective February 11, officials
announced on December 29, although Camden County plans to take
over one of the branches and allow employees to reapply for their
jobs. The layoffs, prompted by budget cuts, mean that the main
branch in downtown Camden will close and that the city will cease
providing library services for the first time in 105 years....
Philadelphia Inquirer, Dec. 30

Study: Downsize Philadelphia
Library for the Blind
After more than a century in Philadelphia,
the nation’s oldest library for the blind is
facing the potential loss of most of its
materials and services to its Pittsburgh
counterpart. A state-commissioned study has
recommended that the Free Library of Philadelphia’s Library for the
Blind and Physically Handicapped be significantly downsized—at a
savings of about $600,000 a year for the Pennsylvania Department of
Education. Although the principal heir would be the Carnegie Library
for the Blind, the study also suggests moving Philadelphia’s Braille
collection—one of the country’s largest—to Iowa....
Philadelphia Inquirer, Dec. 25

Two overdue-book stories for
the price of one
At the Enoch Pratt Free Library in
Baltimore, John J. Wolfe returned Sound
and Symbol in Chinese, a book he checked
out in 1946 before he was deployed to the
Far East, making it 65 years overdue. But
he was trumped by Mark McKee, who
returned A Dog of Flanders by Marie Louise de la Ramée (Ouida),
which he had checked out from the Mount Clemens (Mich.) Public
Library in 1934, a distance of 76 years. This seems like a perfect time
to recall Shel Silverstein’s poem, “Overdues.”...
Baltimore Sun: Read Street, Dec. 30; WJBK-TV, Detroit, Dec. 21; Gaal Yahas: LiveJournal

Will this documents librarian become a
Millionaire?
The world will find out whether Wesleyan University
Documents Librarian Erhard Konerding wins $1 million
on the ABC-TV series Who Wants to Be a Millionaire?
on April 14, the air date of the game-show episode
that Konerding taped in November. A veteran of three
other television game shows—Jeopardy (1994),
Remember This (1996), and History IQ (2000),
Konerding is contractually prohibited from telling how he fared until
after the air date. Regardless, he has no immediate plans to quit his
day job: “I’ll definitely stay at least until my 40th anniversary party
[in 2012],” he said....
Wesleyan Connection, Dec. 16

NYPL preserves theater history
No one adapts more Broadway shows for the screen than the New
York Public Library. The library films roughly 60 productions a year,
and Patrick Hoffman, director of the Theatre on Film and Tape
Archive, is charged with backing up Broadway. Under the strict
contracts negotiated with the theatrical unions decades ago, none of
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the more than 6,000 videos can be removed from the Library for the
Performing Arts—even Robert De Niro had to sit at one of the
monitors in the screening room to watch the tapes....
New York Post, Dec. 27

The Denver Public Library in Lego
bricks
Alan Prendergast writes: “Few projects are
quite the labor of love involved in one 15-
year-old Lego devotee’s astonishing replica
of the Denver Public Library: 7,000 bricks,
two solid weeks of full-time construction,
and no glue, of course. The tribute by Imagine Rigney (that’s his real
name) isn’t on public display at the moment, but staff at the central
branch have been given a glimpse of it and have marveled at the
attention to detail, right down to the sculptures outside and the
different-colored bricks.”...
Denver Westword: Latest Word, Dec. 22

Old library furniture draws collector interest
When the now vacant library on Greene Street in Augusta, Georgia,
opened in 1960, the array of tables, desks, and other furnishings were
typical of the era—sleek, utilitarian, even industrial. In late January,
everyone will have an opportunity to own a piece of Augusta’s past—
but some of it might be a little pricey. Stackable chairs made by
Eames, a tambour-front cabinet by Jens Risom, a Herman Miller
walnut desk, and about two dozen other interesting items fall into a
niche known as Mid-Century Modern....
Augusta (Ga.) Chronicle, Jan. 2

Hill Reference Library to launch business incubator
The historic James J. Hill Reference Library in St. Paul, Minnesota,
announced that it plans to open an incubator to help entrepreneurs
this summer. The library will turn 10,000 square feet of space into
working areas for growth companies and service providers and will
also offer training programs online. Tom Triplett, director of strategy
development, said the library will allocate $2 million of its $14.5-
million endowment to launch the project....
Minneapolis Star Tribune, Dec. 22

Coded message discovered in
Museum of the Confederacy
A glass vial stopped with a cork during the
Civil War has been opened, revealing a
coded message to the desperate
Confederate commander in Vicksburg on
the day the Mississippi city fell to Union forces in 1863. The bottle,
less than 2 inches in length, had sat undisturbed at the Museum of
the Confederacy in Richmond, Virginia, since 1896. It was a gift from
Capt. William A. Smith of King George County, who served during the
Vicksburg siege....
Associated Press, Dec. 26

Easton library looks back on 200
years of service
The Easton (Pa.) Area Public Library is
marking its 200th anniversary in 2011 as a
focal point of the city and surrounding
communities. Library Director Jennifer Stocker said the library will
feature monthly events highlighting its history and promoting its
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resources in a yearlong celebration. Aside from the computers and
visitors’ clothes, not much has changed since it was founded by the
Easton Library Company in 1811....
Allentown (Pa.) Morning Call, Dec. 25

Restoring the Durham First Folio
Durham University plans to exhibit its Shakespeare
First Folio in its current brutalized state, revealing
how much damage was done to the priceless volume
after it was stolen from Palace Green Library in
December 1998. However, after the exhibition ends in
March, it will undergo crucial conservation work. New
cords will be added to retain the book’s original
smooth gilded edges, damaged pages will be repaired
with Japanese paper and wheat starch paste, and
new boards will be laced onto the cords before the folio is rebound in
dark blue goatskin....
Darlington (U.K.) Northern Echo, Dec. 30

Go back to the Top

Tech Talk
Seven technologies that will rock
2011
Erick Schonfeld writes: “The technologies that are
now available to us continue to engage (and enthrall) in fascinating
ways. The rise and collision of several trends—social, mobile, touch
computing, geo, cloud—keep spitting out new products and
technologies that keep propelling us forward. Here I highlight seven
technologies that are ready to tip into the mainstream in 2011.”...
TechCrunch, Jan. 2

The best tech ideas of 2010 
David Pogue writes: “Welcome to the Sixth Annual Pogie
Awards. It’s time once again to recognize the best tech
ideas of the year. Not the best products—sometimes, a
Pogie Award–winning feature crops up in a product that,
over all, is a turkey. No, these awards go to the best
ideas in products, clever twists that make life just a little
bit better. Note: These aren’t real awards. It’s just me,
quietly making notes all year long.”...
New York Times, Dec. 29

Drupal 7 released
The popular open source content management system
Drupal released its latest version January 5. Drupal 7
has been 3 years in the making, with code from
thousands of contributors from over 200 countries.
Drupal 7 includes a number of improvements to both
performance and usability. The enhancements to the UI
mean easier administration, update management, accessibility, and
content creation. There’s also a new image editor that allows users to
resize and crop photos without having to leave the platform....
ReadWriteWeb, Jan. 5

10 ways to get the most out of technology
Sam Grobart writes: “Your gadgets and computers, your software and
sites—they are not working as well as they should. You need to make
some tweaks. But the tech industry has given you the impression that
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making adjustments is difficult and time-consuming. It is not. And so
here are 10 things to do to improve your technological life. They are
easy and (mostly) free.”...
New York Times, Dec. 29

Griffey grades the Google
ChromeOS Notebook 
Jason Griffey writes: “My final grade for
Google’s first attempt at a ChromeOS
machine is quite a mixed bag. I sat down
with my new Cr-48 with one goal in mind:
Use it until I couldn’t. That is, try to see
how much of my normal computing life I could handle just in a
browser. The answer, in the beginning, was just not that much. That
was the fault of my own predispositions and expectations about
computing; the metaphor of ‘just a browser’ really took me some
time to wrap my head around. And overall, I was able to get quite a
lot done. I’m definitely on the early-adopter side of moving to the
cloud.”...
AL: Perpetual Beta, Dec. 23

Mophie Juice Pack Plus for iPhone 4
Mark Frauenfelder writes: “Now that I have a
Mophie Juice Pack Plus—a $99 rechargeable
external battery case for my iPhone4—I can stare
at my phone the entire time I’m in public without
having to worry that the battery will lose its charge
before I get back to my hotel. The Mophie adds
some bulk and weight to the phone, but not much.
It’s got a power switch so that when the iPhone’s
battery is starting to die I can switch over to the
Mophie’s battery.”...
Boing Boing, Jan. 3

How to stay safe at a public Wi-Fi
hotspot
Glenn Fleishman writes: “You’re at risk whenever you
use Wi-Fi on a public network, but thankfully it’s
never been easier or cheaper to secure yourself
thoroughly. You have a variety of strategies to
choose from, some of which are free and some of
which have a modest cost attached. None are terribly complicated,
but just require a commitment on your part if you feel at risk. Which
you should.” Fleischman also recommends precautionary steps for
providers of public networks....
Ars Technica, Jan. 3–4

App of the week: GoodReader
Linda W. Braun writes: “Moving files from one device (or
computer) to another can be a challenge. Even when
working in the cloud, sometimes it’s not easy to get
content from device to device. Good.iWare changes that
with the GoodReader app, which provides a variety of
ways for getting content to your iPad, iPhone, or iPod Touch when it
lives somewhere else. The Board documents for YALSA’s Midwinter
meetings provide a perfect example of how the app works.”...
YALSA Blog, Jan. 5

Reinstall Windows without losing your data
Lincoln Spector writes: “How did things get this messed up? Windows
has slowed to a crawl. Programs won’t run. The free firewall you
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installed last year won’t update or uninstall itself. System Restore
hasn’t helped; neither have your assorted cleanup and antimalware
programs. Only one option remains: Reinstall Windows and start from
scratch. I’m not going to lie to you—this is a scary and time-
consuming job. But here’s how to make the process as safe and
painless as possible.”...
PC World, Dec. 7

Learn the basics about HTML5
Julio A. Rivera writes: “Recently, I’ve been getting into
HTML5 a lot more. In this post, I offer nine websites to
learn the basics. Web pages will now be more semantic
with the use of structured specific tags. Now you can
add rounded corners, drag and drop, and drop
shadows. HTML5 is not fully supported in major
browsers, but designers and developers will always push forward to
break out of the standards.”...
UnderWorld Magazines, Jan. 4

Top 50 programming quotes of all time
Jun Auza writes: “I’ve decided to gather a good number of my all-
time favorite programming-related quotes. Most of them were made
by some of the famous names in the industry, while others came from
not-so-famous people. Nevertheless, they are all witty so I hope you
will find them fascinating and enlightening. For example, 8. ‘Most of
you are familiar with the virtues of a programmer. There are three, of
course: laziness, impatience, and hubris.’ —Larry Wall.”...
TechSource, Dec. 10

Publishing

Library-compatible e-book
devices
Stephen Abram writes: “Overdrive has
updated its eBook Devices Cheat Sheet (PDF
file) for libraries by including some of the
more popular new mobile apps for e-books
on iPhone and Android. With patrons trying
out their new e-reader, it’s important that library staff stay up-to-
speed to advise users when they ask (and they do!). I encourage you
to download the update. It is great that this sheet shows that the
Kindle e-reader pretty well stands alone as looking anti-library.”...
Stephen’s Lighthouse, Jan. 5

E-book locals and tourists
Kate Sheehan writes: “The smell of books can only mean one thing
these days: e-books. E-books should be a natural place for libraries
to take a leadership role. We’re torn about books as brand. E-books
are the intersection of the thing we’re about (books) and the thing
we want to be more about (technology), but we haven’t figured out
how to step up and take some ownership of the topic.”...
ALA TechSource Blog, Dec. 28

The 12 best Civil War books ever written
Glenn W. LaFantasie writes: “If, like me, you received a
necktie with reindeer on it from Santa instead of a good
Civil War book under the Christmas tree, then you
might try selecting one for yourself from my own list of
the top 12 Civil War books, which I offer here in the
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spirit of the season and, even more appropriately, as
the 150th anniversary of the war is about to begin.
These happen to be extraordinary books, every one of
which has been written by exceptionally gifted authors.”...
Salon, Dec. 26

Fun with 19th-century cycloramas
Stephen J. Gertz writes: “In the second half
of the 19th century, the development of
photography and animated imagery stimulated
the creativity of game and toy makers.
Cyclorama boxes were among the most
spectacular of these, featuring magnificent
scenes on a single sheet of paper mounted on
a spool with a mechanical crank that when manually turned unrolled
the scenes, either vertically or horizontally, each appearing behind a
static, chromolithographed proscenium which, in some examples, had
fold-out wings that when opened up simulated a full, immersive
theatrical view.”...
Booktryst, Jan. 4

The best videos of 2010
Betsy Bird writes: “Ah. We’ve had a good
run in 2010, haven’t we? But now the time
has come for me to sift through all the
videos I posted on the blog in the previous
year, to select those that I just thought
were the best of the best. The cream of
the crop. The jewels in the rough. The Hershey’s Kiss in the sea of
tripe. Ew. First up, book trailers.”...
School Library Journal: A Fuse #8 Production, Jan. 2; YouTube, May 31

Actions & Answers

The devil needs no advocate
Karen Schneider writes: “I’ve wanted to post for a
while about what directors do for a living. My wall
features my professional goals, blown up in type large
enough to read from my desk, and they are all related
to my ‘fundraiser/political role.’ Our biggest challenge
in libraries right now is about how we position
ourselves within the stakeholder-funding process, and
much of that has to do with strategic communications.
But none of this bothers the Annoyed Librarian, because she’s all
about the turd in the punch bowl, the preemptive negativism.”...
Free Range Librarian, Dec. 29; Library Journal: Annoyed Librarian, Dec. 1

Academic Lib-Value website
launches
The Association of Research Libraries has
launched a website for “Value, Outcomes, and Return on Investment
of Academic Libraries (Lib-Value),” a three-year project funded by a
grant from the Institute of Museum and Library Services. The

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_CAe4xqG2hCU/TSDEF9brW4I/AAAAAAAADR4/RHagR-dnerE/s1600/fond1.jpeg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nDTyTtsKzvo
http://www.booktryst.com/2011/01/fun-o-rama-with-late-19th-century.html
http://blog.schoollibraryjournal.com/afuse8production/2011/01/02/video-sunday-the-best-of-2010/
http://freerangelibrarian.com/2010/12/29/netflixetal/
http://blog.libraryjournal.com/annoyedlibrarian/2010/12/01/no-way-to-deal-with-fines/
http://www.arl.org/news/pr/LibValuewebsite21dec10.shtml
http://www.arl.org/news/pr/LibValuewebsite21dec10.shtml
http://libvalue.cci.utk.edu/


AL Direct, January 5, 2011

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2011/january/010511-2.htm[7/17/2014 3:30:29 PM]

database currently contains more than 400 entries, including books,
book chapters, journal articles, theses and dissertations, reports,
presentations, and free websites, covering the expanding literature on
library value and evaluation....
Association of Research Libraries, Dec. 21

Library Renewal is needed
David Lee King writes: “Have you heard about Library
Renewal? It’s a new nonprofit organization focused on
making access to and distribution of electronic
content much easier and accessible for libraries and
library customers. I’m on the board of Library
Renewal, and just posted my first blog post
explaining why I’m a part of it. If you’re interested in
Library Renewal, make sure to subscribe to the blog
for updates, and join in the fledgling community on
Facebook and Twitter.”...
David Lee King, Jan. 4; Library Renewal Blog, Jan. 3

Map of UK library closures
Kathy Dempsey writes: “For those who want to
keep track of public library closures across the
United Kingdom, here’s an interactive Google
Map. I learned about this map from Voices for
the Library, which has set up ‘a campaigning
website to share positive stories from public
libraries and librarians, provide factual
information about library usage in the UK and
draw together the fragmented responses to the many attacks on UK
public library services.’”...
The “M” Word: Marketing Libraries, Jan. 4; Voices for the Library

Find online historical newspapers
Randy Seaver writes: “Miriam Robbins Midkiff
has an Online Historical Newspapers Website
in progress. Online newspapers are listed by
country, then state, then county. Free and
subscription websites are listed and linked to.
Joe Beine’s Research Guides website has a
page for U.S. Historical Newspapers and Indexes on the internet. The
University of Pennsylvania Library website also has a listing of free
online historical newspapers.”...
Genea-Musings, Jan. 4

LC adds new MARC vocabularies
David Bigwood writes: “The Library of Congress has made available
new vocabularies from its Authorities and Vocabularies web service,
which provides access to LC standards and vocabularies as Linked
Data. The new additions include MARC code lists for countries,
geographic areas, and languages.”...
Catalogablog, Jan. 4

11 science resources to try in 2011
Richard Byrne writes: “To help you start off
the new year on the right foot, each day this
week I’m featuring 11 good resources to try in
different content areas. Today’s list is for
science teachers, yesterday’s list was for
mathematics teachers, and tomorrow’s list will feature resources for
language arts teachers.”...
Free Technology for Teachers, Jan. 3–5
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Academic Library Autopsy Report, 2050 (satire) 
Brian T. Sullivan writes: “The academic library has died. Despite early
diagnosis, audacious denial in the face of its increasingly severe
symptoms led to its deterioration and demise. The academic library
died alone, largely neglected and forgotten by a world that once
revered it as the heart of the university.” Recent LIS grad Andromeda
Yelton ponders obsoleteness, and James Weinheimer says it is
happening already.... 
Chronicle of Higher Education, Jan. 2; Andromeda Yelton, Jan. 4; First Thus, Jan. 4

What might have entered the public
domain on January 1?
Current U.S. law extends copyright protections for 70
years from the date of the author’s death. Prior to the
1976 Copyright Act (which became effective in 1978),
the maximum copyright term was 56 years (an initial
term of 28 years, renewable for another 28). Under
those laws, works published in 1954 would be passing
into the public domain on January 1, 2011. What
might you be able to read or print online, quote as
much as you want, or translate, republish, or make a play or a movie
from?...
Center for the Study of the Public Domain, Jan. 1

A conservator ponders impermanence
Kevin Driedger writes: “I sometimes wonder what would happen if
everyone responsible for the care and preservation of library
collections were to begin their day reciting the declaration, ‘No thing
is permanent.’ To acknowledge that all things, including the items I
am skillfully and carefully working on, are impermanent is an act of
humility on behalf of the conservator. It is to acknowledge limitations.
What is the motivation behind the quest for permanence?”...
Preservation and Conservation Administration News, Jan. 3

New year’s reading resolutions
Neil Hollands writes: “As a new year approaches, I always like to take
time to ponder my reading habits and make a few resolutions for the
upcoming year. Here are my reading resolutions for 2011. First, make
time to be captivated by books. I’m not as good as I once was at
maintaining focus over long periods of time, and this affects the way I
experience books. In 2011, I’m going to sneak five pages at a time
less and find time to read for at least an hour more often.”...
Booklist Online: Book Group Buzz, Dec. 30

Kitten needs a job
The Save Ohio Libraries group released this
video (1:58) on how libraries can help
people (and kittens, apparently) choose a
career, create a résumé, and prepare for
job interviews. Created by Mandy Knapp
(Worthington Public Library), Tamara
Murray (Westerville Public Library), Megan
Duffy-Johnson (Columbus Metropolitan Library), and Jane Drozd (Ohio
State University Fine Arts Library), with the help of kittens borrowed
from the Capital Area Humane Society....
YouTube, Oct. 15

The special librarian, 1964
Get a rare glimpse into a day in the life of

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sN01Qaac7bc
http://chronicle.com/article/Death-by-Irony-How-Librarians/125767
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fND46AVuNiY


AL Direct, January 5, 2011

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2011/january/010511-2.htm[7/17/2014 3:30:29 PM]

a corporate research librarian in 1964.
Created for National Library Week by Grieg
Aspnes, research librarian for Cargill in
Minnetonka, Minneosta, the film (5:58)
shows Aspnes going about his day as he
visits other libraries throughout the Twin
Cities, trying to answer a complex question for an internal customer.
At the time, the film was used by several library schools and at
professional events. As you watch, be sure to pay attention to the
“little black bag.”...
Minnesota Chapter, Special Libraries Association, Dec. 21

History for Music Lovers on
YouTube
Joyce Valenza writes: “An article in the
December 30 Washington Post turned me
on to an amazing creative effort
developed by a couple of teachers in
Hawaii. History for Music Lovers on
YouTube is song parody and remix at its
most useful. The portal was launched by clever and talented Amy
Burvall, of the Le Jardin Academy in Kailua, and Herb Mahelona, who
used to work with her, at St. Andrew’s Priory in Honolulu. I can see
using these as models for creative student research projects. The
clever remixing here also seems a cool way of examining
transformativeness (repurposing and adding value) as it relates to fair
use.”...
School Library Journal: NeverEndingSearch, Dec. 31; Washington Post, Dec. 30; History
for Music Lovers

Go back to the Top
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http://www.youtube.com/profile?user=historyteachers#p/u/24/me4E5wDCK2Q
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fND46AVuNiY
http://blog.schoollibraryjournal.com/neverendingsearch/2010/12/31/history-for-music-lovers-on-youtube/
http://blog.schoollibraryjournal.com/neverendingsearch/2010/12/31/history-for-music-lovers-on-youtube/
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/answer-sheet/arts-education/learning-the-french-revolution.html
http://www.youtube.com/profile?user=historyteachers#g/u


AL Direct, January 12, 2011

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2011/january/011211-2.htm[7/17/2014 3:30:42 PM]

The e-newsletter of the American Library Association | January 12, 2011

Contents
American Libraries Online
ALA News
Booklist Online
Division News
Round Table News
Awards
Seen Online
Tech Talk
Publishing
Actions & Answers
New This Week
Calendar

American Libraries Online

ALA 2011 Midwinter Meeting
Librarians and library supporters gathered to discuss
issues affecting the future of libraries and examine
the challenges facing them in troubled economic
times at the ALA Midwinter Meeting, held January 7–
11 in San Diego. This year’s event drew 7,549
attendees and 2,561 exhibitors, compared with 8,526
and 2,569 for the 2010 Midwinter Meeting in Boston,
and 7,905 and 2,315 for the 2009 event in Denver.
Newbery Medal winner Neil Gaiman and Nancy Pearl (above) spent an
afternoon discussing Gaiman’s The Graveyard Book, which was the
first book to win both Newbery and Carnegie Medals....
Public Information Office, Jan. 11

Author Forum brings books to
life
Leonard Kniffel writes: “Following an
afternoon with the Publishing Committee
January 7 examining bottom lines, business
models, and marketing strategies, what a
pleasure it was to settle into 75 minutes of
the ALA/ERT/Booklist Author Forum at the Midwinter Meeting, a
reminder of how delightful it can be to listen to five intelligent people
do nothing more than talk about books—well, not about books really,
about ideas. The forum featured authors (above) Armistead Maupin,
Susan Vreeland, David Levithan, and Stewart O’Nan.”...
AL: Inside Scoop, Jan. 7

The clash of old and new technology
Journalist and historian Richard Rhodes (right)
delivered the Arthur Curley Memorial Lecture
January 8 at the ALA Midwinter Meeting. The
Pulitzer Prize–winning author of The Making of the
Atomic Bomb (1986), Rhodes chose to talk to the
ALA audience about the introduction and slow
acceptance of new technologies, going all the way
back to ancient times. Rhodes quoted Augustine of
Hippo, whose account in the Confessions remains the “first instance in

ALA Midwinter Meeting
in San Diego, California,
January 7–11, 2011.

Visit the ALA video
channel to see coverage
of the Midwinter Meeting.
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Western literature of someone reading silently.”...
AL: Inside Scoop, Jan. 8

Alexander Street Press: The
Morning Edition
Alexander Street Press held its 20th customer
appreciation breakfast January 9 at the San
Diego Convention Center during the ALA
Midwinter Meeting. This year the featured
speaker was the dynamic Renée Montagne
(right), cohost of National Public Radio’s
Morning Edition since 2004. As part of her reminiscences about the
early days of NPR and its commitment to “provide news of events in a
context that gives it meaning,” she noted that the first staff person
hired by the network was a librarian, Carolyn Jensen, who was
brought in to set up a research facility for All Things Considered in
1970, one year before the show first aired....
AL: Inside Scoop, Jan. 9

Ted Danson on the environment
“Don’t focus on the negative and scary,” actor Ted
Danson advised at Roberta Stevens’s President’s
Program January 9 in San Diego. In conversation
with Stevens, the Emmy–award winning television
and movie star and oceanic environmental activist
warned of the perils of over-fishing, saying “the
clock is ticking,” but “the problems are fixable.”
Danson joked about using his celebrity to focus
attention on the environment, saying it was “like having a roomful of
adults focused on a 5-year-old.”...
AL: Inside Scoop, Jan. 9

King Sunrise Celebration
“I grew up as a follower of Martin Luther King,” said
University of Washington Professor Michael K. Honey,
who delivered the keynote address at the Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Sunrise Celebration held during the
ALA Midwinter Meeting on January 10. “During all that
time and still today, I kept King’s teachings in my
mind: An injustice anywhere is a threat to justice
everywhere; the arc of the moral universe is long but it bends toward
justice,” he told the audience....
AL: Inside Scoop, Jan. 11

Building a library in India
A project that launched January 8 aims to
raise enough money to build a library in an
otherwise book-free neighborhood in India.
The Buy India a Library project, which grew
out of a Twitter discussion by Andromeda
Yelton (right) and three other librarians, is
hoping to raise at least £1,250 ($1,943 U.S.)
to pay for furniture, books, and two years of a librarian’s salary
through the Good Gifts Catalogue, a British charity. Watch the video
(1:46)....
AL: Inside Scoop, Jan. 8; ALA YouTube, Jan. 9

Check out the ALA
Midwinter Flickr
photostream.

Keep track of Midwinter
events and photos at the
American Libraries
#alamw11 feed.

Top Midwinter
Tweets 
from the ALA
Membership blog

@HopeBaugh: I love
working in an industry
where instead of
betting on basketball
or the Oscars, people
bet on ALA awards.

@gluejar: If libraries
can’t stand to share
bibliographic records,
they really don’t
deserve to survive.

@bibliobabe: You
know it’s an intense
session when you have
to swear an oath at
the end of it.

@TAC_NISO: Being
fair to consultant,
#litabd could have
negotiated “streaming
rights.” Open is diff
from broadcast
performance.

@skm428: Hey,
vendor rep, don’t try
to tell me what my
students are capable of
learning.

@oodja: I, for one am
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http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/inside-scoop/king-sunrise-celebration-features-michael-k-honey
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Capacity crowd talks e-books
The Washington Office Update opened
January 8 with “Turning the Page on E-
Books,” a wide-ranging discussion driven
by questions from the overflow crowd.
Panelists Brewster Kahle, founder of the
Internet Archive; Sue Polanka, head of reference and instruction at
Wright State University; and Tom Peters, CEO of TAP Information
Services, spoke on a range of topics related to e-books, including the
near future of the format, accessibility, legal issues, and the
differences between licensing and purchasing....
AL: Inside Scoop, Jan. 8

Will’s World: Your morning metaphor
Will Manley writes: “Everybody has a wake-up routine. It typically
involves coffee or some other stimulant for the body and a television
show, newspaper, radio program, or some other stimulant for the
mind. Most morning routines do not involve other people. Relating to
other people takes time. Me, I like to start the day with various
breakfast cereals. If there are other people around, I arrange the
boxes in a fort-like rectangle that shuts them politely out.”...
American Libraries column, Jan./Feb.

Outsourcing: Turning a
negative into a positive
ALA President Roberta A. Stevens writes:
“Over the past few months, I have been
contacted by a variety of media. Quite a
few of my interviews with them were
about the privatization of libraries. Interest
in this subject was initiated by LSSI, a private-sector firm with
contracts in place to manage the operations of nearly 70 public library
branches. The interviews about privatization have actually been a
great opportunity to provide information about libraries and library
staff.”...
ALA President’s Message, Jan. 10

ALA News

ALA statement on California library
budget cuts
California Gov. Jerry Brown (right) released his 2011–
2012 budget proposal January 10, calling it “painful”
and one that requires sacrifice from every sector of
the state. The proposal eliminates all state funding for
the Public Library Foundation, Transaction Based
Reimbursement, and the California Library Literacy
and English Acquisition Service. The cuts translate to
more than $30 million, which will be stripped away from California
public libraries. ALA President Roberta Stevens released a statement
regarding the proposed reduction of funding. The California Library

looking forward to my
job security as a post-
apocalyptic librarian!
#vinge

@CheriWilliams:
When I get home, I’m
gonna lay all my ARCS
out and roll in them.

@phepbu: Council I is
starting. I feel so
grown up all of a
sudden.

@leachea_79:
Listening to people talk
about practical
application of RDA is
amazing. Takes the
“scary” out of
theoretical discussions.

@Librarian_Kate:
#alacouncil is like C-
SPAN for librarians.

@pbromberg: What I
love about #alamw11;
at any random minute
you can find yourself in
a great conversation.

Celebrate Black History
Month and the legacy
of Martin Luther King
in your library with
this poster and
accompanying
bookmark. A classic!
From ALA Graphics.
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Association also issued a statement....
Chapter Relations Office, Jan. 11; Sacramento (Calif.) Bee, Jan. 11; CLA Blog, Jan. 11

The future of the Midwinter Meeting
A White Paper on the ALA Midwinter Meeting (PDF file) was prepared
just ahead of this year’s meeting in San Diego. Presented to the ALA
Executive Board for discussion by Executive Director Keith Michael
Fiels and Senior Associate Executive Director Mary Ghikas, the paper
concludes that “the ALA Midwinter Meeting is, above all, about
conversations and networking,” and “the reality is that members are
quietly creating a Midwinter that works for them.”...
AL: Inside Scoop, Jan. 11

Presidents thank Library Champions
Leonard Kniffel writes: “I spotted eight ALA past presidents among
the crowd gathered at the San Diego Marriott Hotel January 6 to say
thanks to the Library Champions, Major Donors, members of the
Legacy Society, and others who contribute so generously to ALA
programs. ALA President Roberta Stevens urged contributions to the
Spectrum fund to reach its goal of raising $1 million for minority
students in library education programs.”...
AL: Inside Scoop, Jan. 6

Demystifying ALA
ALA President Roberta Stevens offers an
“Insider and Outsider” perspective (5:47)
on the Association. Her insights on getting
started as a member and becoming more
involved will help newer members better
understand this large and sometimes
complex organization, while providing long-
time members with a refresher on ways
that ALA membership impacts one’s career, community, and library....
ALA Membership Blog, Jan. 5; ALA YouTube, Jan. 4

ALA JobLIST Direct launched
at Midwinter 
JobLIST launched its free biweekly e-
newsletter ALA JobLIST Direct at the
Midwinter Meeting in San Diego. The
newsletter will keep you up to date on what’s going on with job-
seeking and hiring in the profession, including information on new
publications, professional development offerings, and opportunities to
connect and network. To subscribe, sign up here....
JobLIST, Jan. 8

New Congress still offers
opportunities for libraries
“Libraries have traditionally done well under
Republicans,” according to ALA Washington
Office Director Emily Sheketoff (right), who
told those attending the “New Congress,
New Challenges” break-out session that “all
is not bleak, but all is not well either.” Casey Dominguez, assistant
professor of political science at the University of San Diego, provided
an overview of the November 2010 election, noting that Tea Party
candidates did just as well as non–Tea Party candidates. Watch an
interview with Emily Sheketoff....
AL: Inside Scoop, Jan. 9; ALA YouTube, Jan. 9

“Like” American
Libraries on Facebook.

New this week
in American

Libraries

Will’s World

Perpetual Beta

Inside Scoop

Green Your Library

Ask the ALA
Librarian

Librarian’s Library

AL Focus

Great Libraries
of the World

Baker-Berry Library,
Dartmouth College,
Hanover, New
Hampshire. Completed
in 1928, the Baker
Memorial Library was
designed by Jens
Frederick Larson,
modeled after
Independence Hall in
Philadelphia, and
funded by a gift to the
college by financier
George Fisher Baker in
memory of his uncle,
Fisher Ames Baker.
Mexican artist José
Clemente Orozco
painted a fresco, The
Epic of American
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Domestic partner job listing
measure
A measure that encourages clarification in
job listings on the presence or absence of
domestic partner benefits was the sole
action taken by the ALA’s governing Council
during its first session January 9. The
resolution called for encouraging employers
to specify explicitly in their job announcments in ALA publications or
websites whether or not domestic partner benefits are offered. Watch
the video (2:19)....
AL: Inside Scoop, Jan. 9; ALA YouTube, Jan. 9

Programmatic Priorities approved for 2015
In its second session on January 10, ALA’s governing Council
approved 2015 Programmatic Priorities, offered by Treasurer Jim Neal.
The priorities are diversity, equitable access to information and library
services, education and lifelong learning, intellectual freedom,
advocacy for libraries and the profession, literacy, organizational
excellence, and transforming libraries....
AL: Inside Scoop, Jan. 11

Council passes WikiLeaks resolution
ALA Council unanimously passed a resolution at its third session
January 11 on access to government information, the current
classification system, whistleblowing, and WikiLeaks. The resolution
was a collaborative effort of the Intellectual Freedom Committee and
the Committee on Legislation. Other Council actions are listed here....
OIF Blog, Jan. 11; AL: Inside Scoop, Jan. 11

Why I Need My Library! Teen
Video Contest
As part of her presidential initiatives, ALA President Roberta Stevens
launched a video contest for teens at the Midwinter Meeting. Why I
Need My Library!, which runs through April 18, encourages teens ages
13–18 to create original videos on why they think libraries are needed
now more than ever. The winning contestant or group of contestants
from each age category will receive $3,000 for their selected
libraries....
Public Information Office, Jan. 11; I Love Libraries

Apply to host “Lincoln: The
Constitution and the Civil War”
The Public Programs Office, in partnership with the
National Constitution Center and the National
Endowment for the Humanities, has announced a
large-scale tour for the traveling exhibition,
“Lincoln: The Constitution and the Civil War.” The
exhibition offers a fresh and innovative perspective
on the Civil War that brings into focus the
constitutional crises at the heart of this great conflict. Online
applications will be accepted through May 5....
Public Programs Office, Jan. 11

Apply for “Let’s Talk About It: The Civil War” grant
The Public Programs Office and the National Endowment for the
Humanities are now accepting applications for “Let’s Talk About It:
Making Sense of the American Civil War,” a reading and discussion
program in America’s libraries. Public libraries are invited to apply
online through April 19....

Civilization, in the
lower level from 1932
to 1934 while he was
an artist in residence.
Renovation work in
1998–2003 doubled its
size with the addition
of the Berry Library,
and all of the reading
rooms were carefully
restored.

Class of 1945
Library, Phillips
Exeter Academy,
Exeter, New
Hampshire. Built in
1969–1971 by
architect Louis Kahn,
the library is the
largest secondary
school library in the
world, rising nine
levels and housing
some 160,000
volumes. Its most
notable feature is a
dramatic central hall
with enormous circular
openings that reveal
several floors of metal
book stacks behind
white oak panels. The
hall is flooded with
natural light from large
unbroken expanses of
glass on two sides, as
well as from clerestory
windows at the very
top of its 70-foot
height.

This AL Direct feature
showcases 250 libraries
around the world that are
notable for their exquisite
architecture, historic
collections, and innovative
services. If you find yourself
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Public Programs Office, Jan. 11

Featured review: Newbery winner

Vanderpool, Clare. Moon over Manifest. Oct.
2010. 368p. Grades 5–8. Delacorte (978-0-
385-73883-5).
After a life of riding the rails with her father,
12-year-old Abilene can’t understand why he
has sent her away to stay with Pastor Shady
Howard in Manifest, Missouri, a town he left
years earlier; but over the summer she pieces
together his story. In 1936, Manifest is a town worn down by
sadness, drought, and the Depression, but it is more
welcoming to newcomers than it was in 1918, when it was a
conglomeration of coal-mining immigrants who were kept
apart by habit, company practice, and prejudice. Abilene
quickly finds friends and uncovers a local mystery....

Featured review:
Caldecott winner 
Stead, Philip C. A Sick Day for
Amos McGee. Illustrated by Erin E.
Stead. May 2010. 32p. Preschool–
Grade 2. Roaring Brook/Neal Porter
(978-1-59643-402-8).
Zookeeper Amos McGee always
makes time to visit his good friends
at work: He plays chess with the
elephant, runs races with the tortoise (who always wins), sits
quietly with the penguin, lends a handkerchief to the
rhinoceros (who has a runny nose), and reads stories to the
owl (who is afraid of the dark). Then, after Amos gets a cold,
his friends miss him, and they leave the zoo and ride the bus
to his place to care for him and cheer him up. Like the story,
the quiet pictures, rendered in pencil and woodblock color
prints, are both tender and hilarious....

Featured review: Printz winner
Bacigalupi, Paolo. Ship Breaker. May 2010.
336p. Grades 8–12. Little, Brown (978-0-316-
05621-2).
This YA debut by Bacigalupi, a rising star in
adult science fiction, presents a dystopian
future like so many YA science-fiction novels.
What is uncommon, though, is that although
Bacigalupi’s future earth is brilliantly imagined
and its genesis anchored in contemporary issues, it is
secondary to the memorable characters. In a world in which
society has stratified, fossil fuels have been consumed, and
the seas have risen and drowned coastal cities, Nailer, 17,
scavenges beached tankers for scrap metals on the Gulf Coast.

on vacation near one of
them, be sure to stop by for
a visit. The entire list will be
available in The Whole
Library Handbook 5, edited
by George M. Eberhart, which
is scheduled for publication in
2011 by ALA Editions.

Classic Film for Family
Movie Night: The Band
Wagon

2011 Youth Media Awards
Have Been Announced!

Matt Dembicki : An Affinity
for Books (video)

Winner of "Vote for Your
Favorite Newbery Medal
Winner" Poll 

Donna Seaman Interviews
Author Miles Harvey

Maximize Your Job Seeking
Mojo: The Library Can Help
You to Find Your Next Job

Be Heard in Congress: The
Election May be Over, But
You can Still Influence the
Work of Congress

 Join Us on Facebook
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Every day, he tries to “make quota” and avoid his violent,
drug-addicted father. After he discovers a modern clipper ship
washed up on the beach, Nailer thinks his fortune is made,
but then he discovers a survivor trapped in the wreckage....

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

Division News

ACRL discussion group focuses on
Joss Whedon
The ACRL Popular Cultures Discussion Group
hosted a spirited group of Midwinter
participants January 7, celebrating the work of
screenwriter Joss Whedon, who created the
quasi-stereotypical high-school librarian
character, Rupert Giles, for his Buffy the Vampire Slayer TV series.
The group compared Giles favorably with the special librarians
featured in the 1957 movie Desk Set....
Cognotes, Jan. 8, p. 22

Jason Griffey interviews Vernor Vinge at
Midwinter 
Mike Diaz writes: “Jason Griffey kicked off the January
8 LITA session by introducing Vernor Vinge (right) and
talking about his many accolades as a science fiction
writer and futurist. Vinge then talked about how
humans are the best tool-creating animal and the only
animal that has figured out how to outsource its
cognition. As an example, he talked about how writing and speaking
are an outsourcing of our thinking, and money represents an
outsourcing of our perceived value for things.” Watch the video
stream....
LITA Blog, Jan. 9

An almost streamed meeting causes a ruckus
Michelle Boule writes: “Something happened January 8 that I am still
trying to understand. Jason Griffey set up a Ustream of the LITA
board meeting so that members not physically present in San Diego
could watch it. The main speaker for the section of the meeting in
question was a consultant who did an analysis of how the LITA
leadership works and how we can make our organization better. The
board voted to suspend the live stream ‘during this portion of the
meeting’ (though the stream was never set back up). The LITA board
meeting is an open meeting. Open.”...
A Wandering Eyre, Jan. 9

Virtual conference participation
Karen A. Coombs writes: “In nearly all of my LITA and ALA
interactions, virtual participants have been a secondary concern or an
afterthought. As a result, events don’t get planned with both virtual
and in-person participation expected from the start. This results in
things like the LITA board meeting where the stream was shut down
because the division didn’t have permission to broadcast the
presentation of a consultant who was coming in to the meeting to
provide information.”...
Library Web Chic, Jan. 10

Subscribe to our 
Newsletter

Career Leads
from

Project Manager,
WorldCat Local, OCLC,
Dublin, Ohio. Produces
the following for
WorldCat Local: product
strategy, roadmaps,
annual product plans,
business cases,
monthly product
reviews, launch plans,
white papers, product
presentations, market
messaging, event
support, competitive
write-ups, and user
personas. Contributes
to the production of the
following for additional
discovery offerings:
portfolio business
plans, strategies,
roadmaps, metrics,
operational plans,
portfolio progress plans
and reviews, user
requirements, and
functional specs....

@ More jobs...

Digital Library
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Teen services and the Whole Library Experience
Eva Mitnick writes: “I attended the all-day YALSA institute on ‘Teen
Services and the Whole Library Experience.’ This was a primer on
how to get all the other folks in your library branch and/or system to
understand and buy into the idea of giving good service to teens. I
was particularly taken with Sara Ryan’s remarks on how to talk to
non-YA librarians about teens. Here are my notes.”...
Eva’s Book Addiction, Jan. 8; YALSA Blog, Nov. 23

Electronic resource management as a public service
The ALCTS Electronic Resources Interest Group presented a Midwinter
program January 8 on delivering quality electronic content. Donna
Scanlon, e-resources coordinator at the Library of Congress, discussed
how OCLC developed a database to provide electronic resources
management access to both their own staff and the public....
Cognotes, Jan. 9, p. 9

Nancy Everhart visits San Diego school library
As part of her tour of school libraries nationwide, AASL President
Nancy Everhart visited Bernardo Heights Middle School Library in San
Diego on January 10. By touring exemplary school libraries in each
state, Everhart hopes to gain support for the Learning4Life plan and
raise the profile of what an outstanding school library can do for
students, as well as the school and local community....
AASL, Jan. 10

“School Libraries Count!” study now open
AASL announced the launch of the fifth year of its longitudinal study,
“School Libraries Count!”, which gathers basic data about the status
of school library programs across the country. The division will use
this information to develop advocacy tools to support school library
programs at the local, state, and national levels. The last day to
complete the survey is March 18....
AASL, Jan. 10

PLA Virtual Spring Symposium
PLA will host a Virtual Spring Symposium on March 30. This new
online event will offer the premier professional education that PLA’s
Spring Symposium is known for, but will be more affordable and
convenient for attendees....
PLA, Jan. 11

Train the technology trainer course
PLA is now accepting registrations for its “Accidental Public Library
Technology Trainer” course. This four-week blended-learning course
begins February 1 and is designed for library professionals who have
unexpectedly found themselves responsible for technology training at
their library. The registration deadline is January 31....
PLA, Jan. 11

PLA will kick off advocacy training at TLA
conference
PLA is launching “Turning the Page 2.0,” a free half-day preconference
and subsequent six-week training, on April 12 at the Texas Library
Association Annual Conference. The 2.0 training addresses the core
issues of advocacy, communications, and relationship building in a
convenient blended-learning format....
PLA, Jan. 11

of the Week

The State Historical
Society of Missouri
has digitized the
1908–1922 run of the
Columbia Missourian
newspaper, then called
the University
Missourian. The print
newspapers are held
by the Ellis Library of
the University of
Missouri at Columbia.
The historical society
digital collections also
include thousands of
editorial cartoons,
articles, photographs,
and artwork, as well
as images of more
than 400 works by
Missouri artists George
Caleb Bingham and
Thomas Hart Benton.

Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site.

Public
Perception 
How the World 
Sees Us

“Ten thousand
librarian-types are
descending on
downtown San Diego
this week as the
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Round Table News

Free online collaboration tools
At the Midwinter Meeting, the Library Instruction Round Table’s Web
Advisory Committee held a demonstration of free online products
designed to enhance communication, management, and organization
in the workplace. The products included BaseCamp, DimDim,
GoogleDocs, and ALA Connect....
Cognotes, Jan. 10, p. 10

The 2011 Amelia Bloomer List
The Feminist Task Force of the ALA Social
Responsibilities Round Table has announced this year’s
Amelia Bloomer List, featuring books for young
readers, ages birth through 18, that contain significant
feminist content—tales of girls and women who have
broken barriers and fought to change their situations
and their environment. These 68 books for children
and youth comprise the best feminist books published
in the last year and a half. The full list is here....
Social Responsibilities Round Table, Jan. 11; Amelia Bloomer Project, Jan. 11

First-ever Over the Rainbow
bibliography
The 2011 Over the Rainbow Book List, sponsored by
the ALA Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender
Round Table, was announced at the Midwinter Meeting
in San Diego. The bibliography features quality fiction
and nonfiction books that are recognized by the
committee for their authentic expression of gay,
lesbian, bisexual, and transgender experiences. This
year’s list includes 108 titles published between July 1, 2009, and
December 31, 2010....
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender Round Table, Jan. 11

Awards

Youth Media Award winners
ALA announced the top books, videos, and audiobooks for children
and young adults—including the Caldecott, Coretta Scott King,
Newbery, and Printz awards—at its Midwinter Meeting in San Diego.
The announcement was webcast for those who could not attend....
Public Information Office, Jan. 10

American Library
Association comes to
the Convention
Center for their
Midwinter Meeting. A
few weeks ago, this
sort of news
wouldn’t have
interested me at all.
After all, what can
they be doing?
Chatting up the
Dewey Decimal
System? Seminars
on advanced
Shushing?”

—Doug Porter, “Quick! Hide!
The Librarians Are Coming
And...This Book Is Overdue,”
Ocean Beach (Calif.) Rag,
Jan. 7.

@ More quotes...

TweetWatch

Follow:

ALA Midwinter
Meeting, San Diego,
California, Jan. 7–11,
at:
#alamw11

Special Libraries
Association, Leadership
Summit, Washington,
D.C., Jan. 19–22, at:
#slaleads

American Libraries
news stories, videos,
tweets, and blog posts
at: 
amlibraries

Calendar
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Newbery and Caldecott winners
Clare Vanderpool, author of Moon over Manifest and Erin E. Stead,
illustrator of A Sick Day for Amos McGee, are the 2011 winners of the
John Newbery and Randolph Caldecott Medals. The Newbery and
Caldecott medals honor outstanding writing and illustration of works
published in the United States during the previous year....
ALSC, Jan. 10

Velásquez, Muñoz Ryan win Pura Belpré Awards
Eric Velásquez, illustrator of Grandma’s Gift, and Pam Muñoz Ryan,
author of The Dreamer, are the 2011 winners of the Pura Belpré
Illustrator Award and Author Award, which honor Latino authors and
illustrators whose work best portrays, affirms, and celebrates the
Latino cultural experience in children’s books....
ALSC, Jan. 10

Williams-Garcia, Collier win Coretta Scott King
Awards
Rita Williams-Garcia, author of One Crazy Summer, and Bryan Collier,
illustrator of Dave the Potter: Artist, Poet, Slave, are the winners of
the 2011 Coretta Scott King Book Awards honoring African-American
authors and illustrators of outstanding books for children and young
adults. Victoria Bond and T. R. Simon, authors of Zora and Me, and
Sonia Lynn Sadler, illustrator of Seeds of Change, are the Coretta
Scott King/John Steptoe New Talent Award winners....
Ethnic and Multicultural Information Exchange Round Table, Jan. 10

Beyond the First Five
Links: Using Google’s
Lefthand Panel to
Reveal the Good
Stuff, webinar.
Sponsored by Google.

Feb. 4:
21st-Century Skills:
How Does Your
Organization Stack
Up?, Dominican
University, River
Forest, Illinois. Midwest
unveiling of the
Institute of Museum
and Library Services
tool, “Museums,
Libraries, and 21st-
Century Skills.”

Feb. 9:
Follett Lecture,
Bluhm Lecture Hall,
Dominican University,
River Forest, Illinois.
Ken Haycock presents
“Advocacy Revisited:
New Insights Based on
Research and
Evidence.” Contact the
GSLIS to attend.

Feb. 7–11:
Social Media Week,
global conference in
New York City, San
Francisco, Toronto,
London, Paris, Rome,
São Paulo, Istanbul,
Hong Kong. Multiple
hosts, including New
York Public Library.

Feb. 8–11:
iConference 2011,
Renaissance Hotel,
Seattle, Washington.
Hosted by the
Information School,
University of
Washington, Seattle.
Sponsored by iCaucus.

Feb. 9:
Back from the
Endangered List:
Using Authority Data
to Enhance the
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Smith wins CSK–Virginia Hamilton
Award
Henrietta Mays Smith, professor emerita at the
University of South Florida SLIS, is the winner of the
Coretta Scott King–Virginia Hamilton Practitioner
Award for Lifetime Achievement. Smith began her
career as a children’s librarian and storyteller in the
New York Public Library system in 1948....
Public Information Office, Jan. 10

DiCamillo, McGhee, Fucile win Geisel
Award
Authors Kate DiCamillo and Alison McGhee and
illustrator Tony Fucile are the 2011 recipients of the
Theodor Seuss Geisel Award for Bink and Gollie,
published by Candlewick Press. The book provides a
clever peek into the lives of dissimilar friends
celebrating the ups and downs of their daily
escapades in three lively chapters. The Geisel Award is
given to the author(s) and illustrator of the most
distinguished American book for beginning readers published in
English in the United States....
ALSC, Jan. 10

Bacigalupi wins Printz Award
Paolo Bacigalupi, author of Ship Breaker, published by
Little, Brown, has won the 2011 Michael L. Printz
Award for Excellence in Young Adult Literature. Near a
drowned New Orleans ravaged by hurricanes and
global warming, Nailer and his young crew eke out a
meager existence by scavenging materials on the ship-
littered coast. The book was also a National Book
Award Finalist. Four Printz Honor Books were also
named....
YALSA, Jan. 10

Pratchett honored with Edwards Award
Sir Terry Pratchett is the recipient of the 2011
Margaret A. Edwards Award honoring his significant and
lasting contribution to writing for teens. Knighted by
Queen Elizabeth II in 2009 for services to literature,
Pratchett has published over 50 books and his works
have been translated into 36 languages. His tales of
Discworld have won over generations of teen readers
with intelligence, heart, and undeniable wit....
YALSA, Jan. 10

YALSA Award for Excellence in
Nonfiction
Janis Joplin: Rise Up Singing, written by Ann Angel
and published by Amulet/Abrams, has been named
the 2011 winner of the YALSA Award for Excellence
in Nonfiction for Young Adults. From her humble
beginnings in a small town in Texas to her marquee
life as a superstar of 1960s rock, Janis Joplin remains
an icon of music. Despite her short life, she left an
indelible impression on the music of an era. The award honors the
best nonfiction book published for young adults (ages 12–18) during a

Semantic Web,
webinar, 1–2:30 p.m.
Eastern time.
Sponsored by National
Information Standards
Organization.

Feb. 9–12:
Music Library
Association, Annual
Meeting, Loews
Philadelphia Hotel.
“Born Digital: A New
Frontier for Music
Libraries.”

Feb. 23–24:
Handheld Librarian
IV, online conference.
Sponsored by TAP
Information Services
and Learning Times.

Feb. 24–25:
Personal Digital
Archiving 2011,
Internet Archive, 300
Funston, San
Francisco. Sponsored
by
PersonalArchiving.com,
Internet Archive.

Feb. 25–27:
Southern California
Linux Expo, Hilton Los
Angeles Airport.
Sponsored by Linux
Expo of Southern
California.

Feb. 28–
Mar. 2:
Electronic Resources
and Libraries, AT&T
Conference Center,
University of Texas at
Austin.

Mar. 10–11:
Conference for
Entreprenuerial
Librarians, Wake
Forest University,
Winston-Salem, North
Carolina. “From Vision
to Implementation.”

Mar. 25:
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November 1–October 31 publishing year....
YALSA, Jan. 10

Batchelder Award honors Delacorte
Press
Delacorte Press, an imprint of Random House
Children’s Books, is the winner of the 2011 Mildred L.
Batchelder Award for the most outstanding children’s
book originally published in a foreign language and
subsequently translated into English for publication in
the United States. Originally published in French in
2009 as Le Temps des Miracles, A Time of Miracles
was written by Anne-Laure Bondoux and translated by
Y. Maudet....
ALSC, Jan. 10

Carnegie Medal goes to The Curious
Garden
Paul R. Gagne and Melissa Reilly Ellard of Weston
Woods, producers of The Curious Garden, are the 2011
recipients of the Andrew Carnegie Medal for excellence
in children’s video. In this adaptation of Peter Brown’s
2009 book, young urban explorer Liam discovers a
dying garden. With determination he nurtures the
besieged plants, transforming the concrete landscape of a bleak city
into a vibrant garden and community of people working together. The
narration is by Katherine Kellgren....
ALSC, Jan. 10

Montgomery, Bishop win 2011 Sibert
Medal
Sy Montgomery and Nic Bishop, author and
photographer/illustrator of Kakapo Rescue:
Saving the World’s Strangest Parrot, were named
the winners of the 2011 Robert F. Sibert Medal
for the most distinguished informational book for
children published in 2010. Naturalist
Montgomery and wildlife photographer Bishop document the successes
and failures of the rescue team dedicated to saving a New Zealand
species of flightless parrot numbering fewer than 100....
ALSC, Jan. 10

Blythe Woolston wins William C. Morris
Award
The Freak Observer, written by Blythe Woolston and
published by Carolrhoda Lab, has been named the
2011 winner of the William C. Morris Award, which
honors a book written for young adults by a previously
unpublished author. Loa, a strong, intelligent,
hardworking 16-year-old girl, experiences a year of
loss. While trying to take care of her family and make
it through school, she ponders the laws of physics as she tries to
understand what can never make sense....
YALSA, Jan. 10

2011 Alex Awards
YALSA has selected 10 adult books with special appeal to teen readers
to receive the 2011 Alex Awards. The awards, sponsored by the
Margaret A. Edwards Trust, were created to recognize that many
teens enjoy and often prefer books written for adults, and to assist

The 3 T’s: Exploring
New Frontiers in
Teaching,
Technology, and
Transliteracy, Fulton
Montgomery
Community College,
Johnstown, New York.
Sponsored by SUNY
FACT2 and SUNY
Librarians Association.
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librarians in recommending adult books that appeal to teens....
YALSA, Jan. 10

Odyssey Award goes to Listening
Library
Listening Library, producer of the audiobook The
True Meaning of Smekday, has won the 2011
Odyssey Award for Excellence in Audiobook
Production. The Odyssey Award is given to the
producer of the best audiobook produced for
children and/or young adults. In The True Meaning of Smekday,
written by Adam Rex, narrator Bahni Turpin gives an unforgettable
performance, seamlessly slipping into the voices of wiseacre 8th-
grader Gratuity “Tip” Tucci and her alien Boov companion as they
embark on a rollicking road trip....
YALSA, Jan. 10

2011 Schneider Family Book Awards
Winners of the Schneider Family Book Award, which
honors authors and illustrators for the for the
artistic expression of the disability experience for
child and adolescent audiences, were announced at
the ALA Midwinter Meeting in San Diego. The Pirate
of Kindergarten by George Ella Lyon is the winner
in the young children’s category; After Ever After
by Jordan Sonnenblick is the winner in the middle-school category;
and Five Flavors of Dumb by Antony John is the winner in the teen
category....
Public Information Office, Jan. 10

Peter Sís to deliver 2012 Arbuthnot
Lecture
Peter Sís, 2008 winner of the Robert F. Sibert Medal,
will deliver the 2012 May Hill Arbuthnot Honor
Lecture. Each year, an individual of distinction in the
field of children’s literature is chosen to write and
deliver a lecture that will make a significant
contribution to the world of children’s literature. The
lecture is delivered each April and is subsequently published in
Children and Libraries....
ALSC, Jan. 10

2011 Stonewall Children’s and YA Award
Almost Perfect by Brian Katcher is the 2011 winner of
the Stonewall Children’s and Young Adult Literature
Award. The Stonewall Book Awards are given annually
to English-language works of exceptional merit for
children or teens relating to the gay, lesbian, bisexual,
and transgender experience. Sage Hendricks is the
new girl at Logan Witherspoon’s school. Logan is
immediately drawn to Sage’s intelligence and humor;
they need each other’s friendship, but Sage’s life is a
mystery. Watch the Stonewall Awards video (2:06)....
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender Round Table, Jan. 10; ALA YouTube, Jan. 10

Tomie dePaola wins Laura Ingalls
Wilder Award
Author/Illustrator Tomie dePaola is the winner of the
2011 Laura Ingalls Wilder Award honoring an author
or illustrator, published in the United States, whose
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books have made a substantial and lasting
contribution to literature for children. His numerous
works include 26 Fairmont Avenue (Putnam, 1999), Strega Nona
(Prentice-Hall, 1975), The Legend of the Poinsettia (Putnam, 1994),
and Oliver Button Is a Sissy (Harcourt, 1979)....
ALSC, Jan. 10

2011 John Cotton Dana award
winners
Five libraries are winners of the John Cotton Dana
Library Public Relations Award, which recognizes
and honors outstanding achievement in library
public relations. Sponsored by the H. W. Wilson
Company, the H. W. Wilson Foundation, and
LLAMA, the award is considered the most prestigious in the field of
library public relations. Watch the video (2:42)....
LLAMA, Jan. 9; ALA YouTube, Jan. 9

Notable Videos for Adults
The ALA Video Round Table’s Notable Videos for
Adults Committee has compiled its 2011 list of
Notable Videos for Adults, a list of 15 outstanding
programs released on video within the past two
years and suitable for all libraries serving adults. Its
purpose is to call attention to recent video releases
that make a significant contribution to the world of
video recordings....
Video Round Table, Jan. 10

Fashion encyclopedia wins Dartmouth
Medal
RUSA has selected the Oxford University Press
Encyclopedia of World Dress and Fashion, along with
the online Berg Fashion Library, as the winner of its
2011 Dartmouth Medal, an annual award for a
reference work of outstanding quality and
significance. The 10-volume encyclopedia is a
landmark of scholarship that is complemented and updated by the
database’s content, including e-books, color images, and articles....
RUSA, Jan. 9

Outstanding Reference Sources
RUSA has announced its selection for the 2011 Outstanding Reference
Sources. This list of titles identifies the most important reference
publications for small and medium-sized public and academic libraries
published in a given year....
RUSA, Jan. 9

Notable Books List
RUSA has announced its selections for the 2011
Notable Books List—a source for very good and very
important fiction, nonfiction, and poetry for the
nation’s adult readers. The winners were selected by
the Notable Books Council, a group of RUSA members
and readers’ advisory experts from around the

http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/winners-2011-john-cotton-dana-library-public-relations-awards
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/winners-2011-john-cotton-dana-library-public-relations-awards
http://www.youtube.com/user/AmLibraryAssociation#p/a/u/1/IIdpnZYEz-8
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/ala-video-round-table-notable-videos-adults-committee-releases-2011-list-notable-videos-adu
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/2011-dartmouth-medal-winner-honor-title-selection
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/2011-dartmouth-medal-winner-honor-title-selection
http://www.bergfashionlibrary.com/
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/rusa-s-2011-outstanding-reference-sources-list
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/best-fiction-non-fiction-and-poetry-adults-named-2011-notable-books-list


AL Direct, January 12, 2011

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2011/january/011211-2.htm[7/17/2014 3:30:42 PM]

country. Since 1944, the council has annually selected
a list of 25 important books for adults....
RUSA, Jan. 9

Reading List of genre fiction
RUSA has announced the selections for its 2011
Reading List, which annually recognizes the best books
in eight genres: adrenaline (including suspense,
thrillers, and adventure), fantasy, historical fiction,
horror, mystery, romance, science fiction, and women’s
fiction. This year’s list includes novels that will please
die-hard fans, as well as introduce new readers to the
pleasures of genre fiction....
RUSA, Jan. 10

2011 Sophie Brody Medal for Jewish
literature 
The Sabbath World: Glimpses of a Different Order of
Time by Judith Shulevitz (Random House) was chosen
by RUSA for this year’s Sophie Brody Medal, given to
encourage, recognize, and commend outstanding
achievement in Jewish literature published in the
United States. The book explores the idea and the
history of the Sabbath from many perspectives, its
development and evolution since the birth of Judaism and
Christianity, and how each religion has viewed the importance of the
Sabbath....
RUSA, Jan. 9

Janice Welburn named academic
librarian of the year
Janice Welburn, dean of university libraries at
Marquette University, is the 2011 ACRL Academic or
Research Librarian of the Year. The award, sponsored
by YBP Library Services, recognizes an outstanding
member of the library profession who has made a
significant national or international contribution to academic/research
librarianship and library development. Welborn was cited for her
committment to mentoring and diversity....
ACRL, Jan. 11

ACRL Excellence in Academic
Libraries winners
The winners of the 2011 ACRL
Excellence in Academic Libraries Award
are the Luria Library at Santa Barbara
(Calif.) City College (right); Grinnell
(Iowa) College Libraries; and the Z. Smith Reynolds Library at Wake
Forest University, Winston-Salem, North Carolina. Sponsored by ACRL
and YBP Library Services, the award recognizes the staff of a college,
university, and community college library for programs that deliver
exemplary services....
ACRL, Jan. 12
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Bill Ott wins 2011 Louis Shores Award
Bill Ott, editor and publisher of Booklist magazine, was
selected by RUSA to receive the 2011 Louis Shores
Award for his outstanding contributions to the field of
reviewing. The award recognizes an individual
reviewer, group, editor, review medium, or
organization for excellence in book reviewing and
other media for libraries. At Booklist, Ott not only
helms a publication that is one of the most important review sources
in the country and an invaluable resource for librarians, but he also
consistently contributes some of its most thoughtful and insightful
reviews....
RUSA, Jan. 9

Great Stories CLUB grants
The Public Programs Office and YALSA
selected 150 libraries to receive Great Stories CLUB grants, which will
support book discussion programs targeting troubled teens. Among
those selected to receive grants, 25 sites will also receive small cash
grants to support program-related expenses. The full list of selected
libraries and partner organizations is available online....
Public Programs Office, Jan. 7

Travel grants to AASL National Conference
AASL is offering 30 grants for travel to its 15th National Conference
and Exhibition in Minneapolis, October 27–30. The $750 grants for
first-time attendees of the conference are sponsored by Bound To
Stay Bound Books. The application deadline is March 8....
AASL, Jan. 12

YALSA summer reading grants
Librarians seeking funding for summer reading programs aimed at
teens can apply for one of 20 summer reading grants, each worth
$1,000, distributed by YALSA and funded by Dollar General. YALSA
encourages innovative proposals that are inclusive of underserved
teen populations, including but not limited to teens with disabilities
and teens who speak English as a second language. Applications are
due March 1....
YALSA, Jan. 7

Georgia Library Association supports Spectrum
The Georgia Library Association has announced its support of the ALA
Spectrum Scholarship Program through a gift to the Spectrum
Presidential Fundraising Initiative. GLA has made a $600 contribution
to the initiative....
Spectrum Initiative, Jan. 5

2011 BCALA Literary Awards
The Black Caucus of the American Library Association
announced the winners of its 2011 Literary Awards
during the ALA Midwinter Meeting. The awards
recognize excellence in adult fiction and nonfiction by
African-American authors published in 2010, including
the work of a first novelist and a citation for
Outstanding Contribution to Publishing. The winner in
the fiction category is Glorious by Bernice L. McFadden
(Akashic)....
Cognotes, Jan. 10, p. 6
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2011 Sydney Taylor Book Awards
Howard Schwartz and Kristina Swarner, author and
illustrator of Gathering Sparks; Barry Deutsch,
author and illustrator of Hereville: How Mirka Got
Her Sword; and Dana Reinhardt, author of The
Things a Brother Knows are the 2011 winners of
the Sydney Taylor Book Award, sponsored by the
Association of Jewish Libraries. The award honors
new books for children and teens that exemplify the highest literary
standards while authentically portraying the Jewish experience....
Association of Jewish Libraries Blog, Jan. 10

2010 Costa Book Awards
The winners of the 2010 Costa Book Awards were
announced on January 4. The Costa Awards recognize
the nost enjoyable books in the five categories of first
novel, novel, biography, poetry, and children’s book
published in the last year by writers based in the
United Kingdom and Ireland. Debut author Jason
Wallace won in the children’s book category with Out
of Shadows (Andersen), an atmospheric tale set in
1980s Zimbabwe. Best novel went to Maggie O’Farrell for The Hand
That First Held Mine (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt)....
The Guardian (U.K.), Jan. 5

Seen Online

U.S. subpoenas WikiLeaks’ Twitter account
U.S. officials has issued a subpoena to demand details
about WikiLeaks’ Twitter account. The U.S. District Court
for the Eastern District of Virginia ordered San Francisco-
based Twitter to hand over private messages, billing
addresses, and connection records of WikiLeaks founder
Julian Assange and other alleged associates—including the U.S. Army
intelligence analyst suspected of handing classified information to the
site and a high-profile Icelandic parliamentarian. Twitter challenged
the secrecy, not the subpoena itself, and won the right to inform the
people whose records the government was seeking....
New York Times, Jan. 8–9

FCC report on e-rate and broadband usage (PDF file) 
The Federal Communications Commission released a report January 6
on the state of broadband connectivity at schools and libraries
receiving funds from the federal e-rate program, which provides
support to help connect schools and libraries to the internet. Nearly
80% of all the survey respondents said their broadband connections
do not fully meet current needs. For libraries, online reference
materials are the most essential applications....
Federal Communications Commission, Jan. 6

FEMA adds libraries to services eligible for
emergency relocation
Efforts by Sen. Jack Reed (D-R.I.) have resulted in a change to
Federal Emergency Management Agency policy that will designate
libraries as eligible for temporary relocation facilities during major
disasters and emergencies under the FEMA Public Assistance Program.
Section 403 of the Stafford Act allows for the provision of temporary
facilities for schools and other essential community services, when it
relates to saving lives and protecting property or public health and
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safety....
ALA Washington Office, Jan. 10

Library leaders face tough
choices
During the Midwinter Meeting in San Diego,
ALA President Roberta Stevens appeared
on KPBS-TV and talked about the economic
challenges facing libraries and how they
are responding. When asked how libraries
are faring, she answered that the good
news is that there is no longer any question about why we have
libraries or why we need them. On the other hand, she said, “Just like
other parts of the country, libraries are being affected by cuts in
funding.” Watch the newscast (5:56). The station also reported on
librarians’ young, hip image....
ALA Membership Blog, Jan. 9; KPBS-TV, San Diego, Jan. 7, 10

Menino still looks to close Boston branches
Opponents of a plan to close four of Boston’s libraries scored a
significant victory in early January when the state allocated extra
money to keep the branches open. But that sense of triumph may be
fleeting. The $350,000 is a one-time fix that keeps the buildings open
only an additional three months until the fiscal year ends June 30.
Mayor Thomas M. Menino says libraries could once again be on the
chopping block....
Boston Globe, Jan. 11

Playing catch-up in a digital library race
America stood at the forefront of the public library movement in 1731,
when Benjamin Franklin founded the Library Company of Philadelphia,
our first successful lending library. Lending libraries may have been
the newfangled democratizing factor of their day. Centuries later,
though, the United States finds itself trailing Europe and Japan in
creating the modern equivalent: a national digital library that would
serve as an electronic repository for the nation’s cultural heritage. In
other words, there’s a real digital library divide....
New York Times, Jan. 8

D.C. tops ranking of most literate U.S. cities
Washingtonians are the nation’s most well-read citizens, but they’re
reading less these days. And so, it appears, are city dwellers
everywhere. That’s according to the latest findings of an annual study
of the most literate cities in the United States, which ranks the
“culture and resources for reading” in the nation’s 75 largest metro
areas. The study examines not whether people can read, but whether
they actually do....
USA Today, Jan. 10; Central Connecticut State University, Jan. 6

Snakehead challenged in Florida school 
Parent Christy Jordan thought the 400-page novel,
Snakehead by Anthony Horowitz, was a bit much for
her 9-year-old son, who brought the book home from
the Westside Elementary School library in Spring Hill,
Florida. After reading the back of the book, part of the
“Alex Rider” series that focuses on a teenage spy, she
said drug and weapons smuggling and gang violence is
too much for any child to have access to at that age. A
review committee has twice denied her requests that
the book be removed....
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Tampa (Fla.) Tribune, Jan. 6

Paulo Coelho says Iran bans his books
Brazilian author Paulo Coelho (right) has said his books
have been banned in Iran and has appealed to Brazil
to intervene. Coelho published on his blog a message
from his editor in Iran informing him of the
government’s decision. Coelho, whose 1988 allegorical
novel The Alchemist is one of the best-selling books of
all time, said he would make all of his books translated
into the Persian language available for free on the internet....
Reuters, Jan. 10; Paulo Coelho’s Blog, Jan. 9

Library accountant fired for whistleblowing
Cheryl Macedonio alleges in a January 6 complaint that she lost her
job as an internal accountant at the New Orleans Public Library on
December 15 because she raised questions about duplicate invoices,
missing files, and more than $5,000 in copy-machine revenue that
was not deposited into the proper accounts. Inspector General Ed
Quatrevaux confirmed that agents were acting on a tip January 4
when they seized records from the library’s main branch....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, Jan. 7

Toronto board votes to keep its
Urban Affairs Library
During a a raucous library board meeting
January 6, Toronto Public Library board
members voted overwhelmingly not to close
its Urban Affairs Library at Metro Hall. The
closure and a number of other cuts were
proposed by City Librarian Jane Pyper’s office, in accordance with the
expectations of Mayor Ford’s administration, which has promised fiscal
savings without “major cuts.” The decision is not final....
Torontoist, Jan. 7

Play an autoharp at story time
Taylor (Tex.) Public Library Director Karen Ellis is learning to play the
autoharp, a relatively simple instrument that is ideal for self-
accompaniment. Ellis decided to learn it for just that, accompanying
herself during story time at the library to expose more kids to
different kinds of music. It boils down to the importance of interaction
between adults and children that’s motivating for her in this musical
endeavor. Even for children too young to read, music can have an
impact....
Taylor (Tex.) Daily Press, Jan. 5

Go back to the Top

Tech Talk
Top Tech Trends at Midwinter
The 2011 Midwinter edition of Top Tech
Trends brought together five technologists
from libraries and the library technology
marketplace to discuss their views on the
current and future trends in libraries. The
one common thread weaving through the
entire discussion, almost as if they’d
planned it that way, was the high potential for making library services
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and content offerings highly personal as availability of data continues
to proliferate....
AL: Inside Scoop, Jan. 9

Developments for mobile
users
The LITA Mobile Computing Interest
Group meeting at Midwinter January 9
highlighted an upcoming mobile service
and an anecdotal study of mobile
computing usage. Hannah Gascho
Rempel (left) and Evviva Weinraub of Oregon State University
presented their Book Genie mobile service, set to launch January 14.
Similar to Orange County (Fla.) Library System’s Shake It! app, Book
Genie offers randomized recommendations from the library’s
collections. Watch the video (2:20)....
AL: Inside Scoop, Jan. 9; ALA YouTube, Jan. 9

British Library launches its first mobile
app
“Treasures” is the first-ever mobile app launched by
the British Library. The app, created by Toura, makes
available on iPhone and Android platforms over 100
highlights of the BL collections, including literary,
historical, music-related, and scientific documents, as
well as illuminated manuscripts, sacred texts, audio
excerpts, and nearly 50 videos from library curators.
High-resolution images allow the viewer to zoom in and explore in
detail. Watch the video (3:20)....
British Library, Jan. 10

Five emerging technologies at CES
2011
Matt Smith writes: “The Consumer Electronics
Show is one of the largest electronics
conventions in the world. The show is also
well known for containing an enchanting array
of gadgets because of its consumer focus, and
there was no shortage of awesome new electronics at this year’s CES.
Here’s five cool ones that I liked: the ASUS Eee Slate EP-21 (above),
Lenovo ReadyDrive, ultra-thin displays, Samsung Series 9
Ultraportable, and Intel and AMD APUs.”...
MakeUseOf, Jan. 11

Five reasons not to buy a Verizon
iPhone 4
Wendy Sheehan Donnell writes: “After returning
from the Consumer Electronics Show in Las
Vegas, where AT&T voice and data service was
virtually nonexistent, I’m more ready than ever
to toss my AT&T iPhone. After three years of data dead zones,
dropped calls, and false signal strength indicators, I’m bitter. Verizon
iPhone? Yes, please. Finally, on February 10, the iPhone will arrive on
Verizon. But as tempting as this is, it might not make sense for me or
others in the washed-up AT&T iPhone boat to jump over to Verizon
right away. Here’s why.”...
PC Magazine, Jan. 12

Cyberspace after you are dead
Rob Walker writes: “Suppose that just after you finish reading this
article, you keel over, dead. It’s now taken for granted that the things
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we do online are reflections of who we are or announcements of who
we wish to be. So what happens to this version of you that you’ve
built with bits? Who will have access to which parts of it, and for how
long? Increasingly we’re not leaving a record of life by culling and
stowing away physical journals; instead, we are collectively busy
producing fresh masses of life-affirming digital stuff.”...
New York Times, Jan. 5

The role of web analytics in the library
Daniel A. Freeman writes: “There’s no question that web analytics are
becoming a big deal for any organization or business that has a web
presence and provides any level of service on the web. In their
upcoming ALA TechSource Workshop, Paul Signorelli and Char Booth
will show you how to make web analytics work for the library. I had a
chance to ask them some questions about web analytics generally,
and what they’ll be covering in their workshop.”...
ALA TechSource Blog, Jan. 7

Faster, cheaper color printing
coming
For a long time, the two choices in desktop
printers have been inkjet and laser. This year, a
significant twist on the inkjet is hitting the
market and promises higher color printing
speeds—think one color page per second—at a relatively low cost. The
Memjet can be several times faster than a regular inkjet printer
because the print head is as wide as the page and doesn’t move....
eSchool News, Jan. 10

Publishing

ProQuest acquires ebrary
Just months after rolling out its redesigned
search and discovery platform, ProQuest
announced January 6 that it has acquired e-book
pioneer ebrary, setting the stage for the
company’s plans to offer greater depth of access
to content from a growing variety of sources and media types. The
agreement adds a pool of a quarter-million e-books to ProQuest’s
offerings and enables users to search seamlessly across multiple
formats and into greater historical depth....
AL: Inside Scoop, Jan. 8; ProQuest, Jan. 6

Huck Finn navigates choppy waters
A new edition of The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
omits a racial epithet that has caused controversy
since the book was first published in 1885. In place of
the n-word, which appears 219 times in Twain’s text,
the word “slave” will be substituted in a combined
edition of Huckleberry Finn and Tom Sawyer, to be
published in February by NewSouth Books. Many
Twain scholars are upset. “The book without that word
is not Huckleberry Finn,” said ALA Office for
Intellectual Freedom Director Barbara Jones. Michiko Kakutani
provides an overview of literary fumigations....
USA Today, Jan. 6; NewSouth Books, Jan. 4; New York Times: Books, Jan. 6

New “Books at JSTOR” program
Five of the nation’s leading university presses—Chicago, Minnesota,
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North Carolina, Princeton, and Yale—are at the forefront of a new
effort to publish scholarly books online as part of the nonprofit service
JSTOR. Their books, representing ground-breaking scholarship across
the humanistic, social, and scientific disciplines, are expected to be
available in 2012. “Books at JSTOR” will make front- and backlist
titles available to libraries around the world in flexible ways that
encourage purchase, adoption, and use....
ResourceShelf, Jan. 11

Bridging the book-library divide
Eric Hellman writes: “Libraries show no signs of imminent e-book–
induced death. The latest data from OverDrive, the dominant provider
of e-books to public libraries, shows staggering growth. Based on the
buzz at the ALA Midwinter Meeting, OverDrive should blow those
numbers away in 2011. Almost every librarian I’ve talked to here has
decided to take the plunge into e-books in a big way in 2011.”...
TeleRead, Jan. 10

J. K. Rowling cleared of plagiarism
Scholastic, U.S. publisher of the bestselling Harry Potter novels, won a
copyright-infringement lawsuit brought by the estate of an author
claiming one of the books copied his work. U.S. District Judge Shira
Scheindlin in Manhattan dismissed the suit brought by the trustee for
the estate of Adrian Jacobs against New York–based Scholastic
because the books were too different. The lawsuit claimed that
Rowling used elements of Jacobs’s book, The Adventures of Willy the
Wizard, published in the U.K. in 1987....
Bloomberg, Jan. 7

Interactive fiction in the e-
book era
Now that we’re all getting comfortable
with the notion of reading books on
digital displays, it’s little surprise that
developers are starting to explore the
interactive possibilities of electronic
novels. In fact, simple interactive fiction has been available on the
iPod since the very beginning, with a community of writers using the
HTML functionality in the device’s Notes application to create “choose
your own adventure” stories....
The Guardian (U.K.), Jan. 11

The case of the first mystery novelist
Paul Collins writes: “Reader, never mind whether the
butler did it. Here’s a real mystery for you: Who
wrote the first detective novel? For years, the usual
suspect was Wilkie Collins with The Moonstone,
published in 1868. In 1975, however, the novelist and
critic Julian Symons revealed in The Times that it was
The Notting Hill Mystery, an anonymous eight-part
serial that ran in 1862. But the book itself presented
something of a mystery.”...
New York Times Sunday Book Review, Jan. 7

Ex officina Elseviriorum
L. D. Mitchell writes: “Scattered among the many
glorious decorations that grace the Great Hall of the
Library of Congress is a mural (right) of a philosopher
picking grapes from a vine that is entwined about the
trunk of an elm tree (the tree also is entwined by a
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snake). Opposite this scene is a scroll emblazoned
with the Latin motto Non Solus (not alone). First
introduced ca. 1620, this printer’s mark is said to symbolize the close
relationship between publisher and scholar.”...
The Private Library, Jan. 7

Actions & Answers

Wikipedia comes of age
Oxford University Press Vice President Casper
Grathwohl writes: “Not long ago, publishers like
myself would groan when someone talked about how
Wikipedia was effectively replacing reference
publishing, especially for students. But my
perspective has changed. As Wikipedia has grown
since it was launched 10 years ago, it has become increasingly clear
that it functions as a necessary layer in the internet knowledge
system, a layer that was not needed in the analog age. A study
carried out by Alison Head and Michael Eisenberg, of the University of
Washington Information School, shows that to gain context on a topic
and orient themselves, university students start with Wikipedia. That
makes perfect sense.”...
Chronicle of Higher Education, Jan. 7; Project Information Literacy

OCLC report on cloud-sourcing research collections
Cloud-Sourcing Research Collections (PDF file), by Constance Malpas,
presents findings from a year-long study designed and executed by
OCLC Research and the HathiTrust. Its objective was to examine the
feasibility of outsourcing management of low-use print books held in
academic libraries to shared service providers, including large-scale
print and digital repositories....
OCLC, Jan. 6

Your to-do list: Print, digital, hybrid
Steven Bell writes: “The start of a new year is a time for resolutions,
and getting more organized and getting things done is right there at
the top of many resolution lists. For many of us, the common ‘to-do’
list is our indispensable tool for accomplishing both tasks. There are
many different approaches to compiling and maintaining a basic to-do
list. You can simply write things down on a piece of paper and tape it
to your computer monitor or pin it on your bulletin board, or you can
try to be more systematic.”...
ACRLog, Jan. 10

11 foreign-language resources to
try in 2011
Richard Byrne writes: “Today, I have 11 good
foreign-language resources to try in 2011 (I’ve included a couple of
ESL/EFL resources in this list). The first is Forvo, which can best be
described as an audio wiki for word pronunciations. One of the
problems with learning to speak a language that is not phonetic is
trying to figure out how to pronounce the words.”...
Free Technology for Teachers, Jan. 11
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Library Girl’s tips for getting that grant
Jennifer LaGarde writes: “With mandated library funding rapidly
becoming a thing of the past, grant writing is no longer just a nice
skill to have. Rather, it is a necessary and important part of the
school librarian’s job description. While I certainly haven’t received
every grant I’ve ever applied for, these strategies have helped me
earn over $30,000 in supplemental funds for my school library over
the last several years.”...
Georgia Library Media Association Blog, Jan. 11

Jedi librarian
Andy Priestner writes: “This morning I
found myself watching another episode of
Star Wars: The Clone Wars, and the
library and a Jedi librarian that featured in
it could just not pass without comment.
Apart from the completely predictable decision to have a be-bunned
elderly lady librarian—Jocasta Nu—I was fascinated by its incredibly
old-fashioned approach to the electronic library with shelves upon
shelves of what appeared to be e-books and very few computer
terminals.”...
Libreaction, Dec. 31

18 things to do to manage copyright laws in 2011
Lesley Ellen Harris writes: “The year end is often a time to review
finances, clean off desks, and get organized for the new year. Here is
a list of actions to get your copyright matters in order, including
permissions and licenses, education and training, management and
compliance.”...
copyrightlaws.com, Dec. 15

Books and bars: L.A.’s thirst
for literature
There is currently a trendy movement in
Los Angeles that has seen the marriage
of books and bars. That’s right—drinking
establishments that line their walls and
shelves with everything from hardbound
classics and modern novellas to law
encyclopedias and philosophical tomes. While it’s around, order a
cocktail and soak up the libraryesque atmosphere that such bars as
the Wellesbourne, Hyperion Tavern, the Library Bar, and XIV are
working hard to recreate....
Styleture, Jan. 4

The woman who smells books
Anna Jane Grossman writes: “After artist Rachael Morrison started
working at the Museum of Modern Art library in New York, she’d joke
that she was smelling books all day. She loves being surrounded by
all these books in an increasingly digitized age. She began wondering
what it would be like not to be able to smell them anymore. So six
months ago, she decided to spend her lunch breaks chronicling the
unique scent of each book in the MoMA stacks.”...
New York, Dec. 12

LC to stream over 200,000 donated
master recordings
Songs by such seminal 20th-century artists as Billie
Holiday (right), Louis Armstrong, and Bing Crosby are
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scheduled to begin streaming from the Library of
Congress website in the spring, thanks to a gift from
University Music Group of almost a quarter-million
master recordings. The largest-ever donation of music
that the Library of Congress has received, the gift of
recordings made from the late 1920s through the late 1940s—many
long out-of-print or never released—will be digitized by the library’s
Packard Campus for Audio Visual Conservation in Culpeper, Virginia.
But it has not yet been determined which songs will be made
available, a process that could be complicated by Universal’s plans to
sell some of the digitized material through iTunes....
Library of Congress, Jan. 10; New York Times, Jan. 9

Vatican bibliophilately
Larry Nix writes: “George Eberhart coined
the term bibliophilately in an American
Libraries article in June 1982, and this got
me hooked on collecting library postage
stamps. Vatican City has recently issued
(September 20, 2010) what might be
considered the ultimate bibliophilatelic artifact. This stamp is an actual
miniature book that celebrates the reopening of the Vatican Apostolic
Library. The miniature book stamp is inserted into a slot on a backing
card that shows the Salone Sistino of the Library.”...
Library History Buff Blog, Jan. 11

LC taps LII for legislative information models
The Library of Congress has selected Cornell University’s Legal
Information Institute to work on a redesign of its legislative metadata
models. This sounds like really geeky stuff, but the effects for
government and for citizens should be big. What’s really being talked
about is a great improvement not only in what can be retrieved from
systems like THOMAS and LIS (the less-well-known internal system
used by Congress itself), but also in what can be linked to and
referenced....
Cornell University Law School, Jan. 5

Cabinets of curiosities in the 17th
century
Ben Breen writes: “Early modern Europeans
envisioned their own bodies as miniature worlds
that echoed God’s creation in every detail. And
in the expansionist, acquisitive, and globalizing
era of the 17th century, the wonders of creation
frequently became conflated with the treasures
of the tropical world that Europeans were busy
exploiting. The early-modern curiosity cabinet (often called
Kunstkammer or Wunderkammer, wonder-rooms) stood at the
intersection of this dual preoccupation with microcosms and colonial
treasures.”...
Res Obscura, Jan. 5

Adorable kids with obsolete
technology
Chris Higgins writes: “Ready to feel
really old? In this video (3:26), some
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French-Canadian kids are presented with
technology from the 1980s and 1990s.
They then try to figure out what the
items are, and the results are delightful.
Although the video is in French (and I don’t speak any French), I
could easily follow what was going on.”...
Mental Floss, Jan. 7; YouTube, Dec. 21
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From the Publisher: American Libraries
transition
ALA Associate Executive Director for Publishing Don
Chatham (right) writes: “As Editor and Publisher
Leonard Kniffel leaves the helm of American Libraries
and takes on new responsibilities upon his return from
a sabbatical, I would like to acknowledge his many
contributions to the evolving character of our member
magazine. For the time being, George Eberhart and Beverly Goldberg
will share the role of acting editor-in-chief and work with me to
implement the editorial plans that have been made for 2011.”...
AL: Inside Scoop, Jan. 19

Spread the word: New evidence of
libraries’ ROI
Beverly Goldberg writes: “The promise of a
fresh start is part and parcel of the beginning
of a new year, particularly when hardship has
darkened your door in the year just past.
Although no one in the library community
realistically expected their institution’s fiscal standing to magically
move from strapped to solvent, a new study (PDF file) conducted by
the University of Pennsylvania’s Fels Institute of Government adds
bottom-line evidence that the return on investment in library service
more than justifies the costs.”...
American Libraries news, Jan. 19

Get ahead of outsourcing
John Huber writes: “How will politicians
and library leaders respond to the
challenges of shrinking budgets, increased
community expectations, and ever-
aggressive competition? One approach is to replace current library
management teams with private, profit-driven companies whose first
strategy is to attack labor cost. My experience has taught me that
libraries can achieve dramatic service and cost improvements by
embracing lessons learned from for-profit manufacturing and
distribution businesses, especially those in a battle to survive.”...
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American Libraries feature

Technology in Practice: Keeping up, 2.0
style
Meredith Farkas writes: “When I first received my library
degree, I religiously kept up with blogs and journals in
my areas of professional interest. I’d read blogs through
an RSS reader—in my case, Google Reader—and I’d try
to remember to read the journals I was most interested
in when they came out. Now, as the mother of a toddler,
I’m lucky if I can remember to put my socks on before
leaving the house. Luckily, it’s become possible to
subscribe to the vast majority of library and library-related journals
through RSS readers as well.”...
American Libraries column, Jan./Feb.

ALA News

Presidential Candidates
Forum
2011 ALA Presidential Candidates
Susan Stroyan (left) and Maureen
Sullivan responded to member
questions at the Presidential
Candidates Forum (47:29), held
January 8 at the ALA Midwinter Meeting in San Diego. Questions
included: How do we balance serving individual division members with
maintaining overall ALA strengths? How will you represent all libraries,
rather than one specific type?...
AL Focus, Jan. 13

Midwinter Meeting video
overview
Watch an overview (3:44) of the 2011
ALA Midwinter Meeting in San Diego,
January 7–11. Coverage includes
interviews with attendees, the
UnConference, the Buy India a Library
project, the John Cotton Dana awards,
the Washington Office update, the Youth Media Awards, the exhibit
hall, and the Wrap-up/Rev-up closing event....
AL Focus, Jan. 19

Midwinter Meeting wrap-up
John Chrastka writes: “If you haven’t checked it out yet, the January
12 Midwinter wrap-up issue of AL Direct is great. George Eberhart
does an amazing job each week making sure nothing falls through the
cracks. Even though I was in San Diego, I missed a lot. Watching him
pull this coverage together from a sprawling meeting campus,
capturing the stories and news we all want—well, he helps us be
everywhere at once. Click through, see what you missed, and be
proud of your ‘I was theres.’”...
ALA Membership Blog, Jan. 13

ALA Annual Conference
in New Orleans, June 23–
28, 2011. Registration
and housing are now
open.

There is only one week
left to sign up for Sue
Polanka’s two
interactive sessions on
“Integrating E-Books
and E-Readers into
Your Library,” a new
ALA TechSource
workshop. NEW! From
ALA TechSource.

“Like” American
Libraries on Facebook.

New this week
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Armadillos on fire: ALA’s open meeting policy
Karen Schneider writes: “January 8 at the LITA board meeting, board
member Jason Griffey set an armadillo on fire and let it loose in the
room. I watched in amazement as board members (metaphorically)
leapt on chairs and screamed. The armadillo was ALA’s open meeting
policy, and the fire was Jason opening his MacBook and streaming the
proceedings to the world at large. Within minutes the fire was put
out, when board members voted to request that Jason kill the
streaming. Jason complied.”...
Free Range Librarian, Jan. 14

Here’s a toast to ALA
Will Manley writes: “ALA is the favorite punching bag of
many bloggers, library commentators, and librarians,
members and nonmembers alike. Why? If you can’t
find something objectionable in an entity with more
than 60,000 members, you aren’t looking. It never
punches back, and it also never toots its own horn. So
I’ll do some tooting. Here is why I like and respect
ALA: First and foremost, the READ posters. Second, it
is the profession’s national lobbyist and spokesperson. ALA keeps
libraries on the national radar. Third, it is a great place for librarians
to share ideas, issues, and best practices.”...
Will Unwound, Jan. 12

Accreditation actions
At the Midwinter Meeting, the ALA Committee on Accreditation
granted initial accreditation status to the MLIS program at St.
Catherine University in Saint Paul, Minnesota. It also granted
continued accreditation status to programs at the University at
Albany, SUNY; Clarion University of Pennsylvania; Drexel University;
Simmons College; and the University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee....
Office for Accreditation, Jan. 14

Newbery and Caldecott Award winners
speak out
In the Words of the Winners: The Newbery and
Caldecott Medals, 2001–2010, published by ALA
Editions, is an exclusive collection of acceptance
speeches from the winners of the most respected
prizes in children’s literature. Culled from the
archives of ALSC and The Horn Book, this book
features winning authors and illustrators from the
past 10 years, including speeches by Jerry Pinkney,
Neil Gaiman, David Wiesner, Kate DiCamillo, and
Avi....
ALA Editions, Jan. 14

Coaching library staff for peak
peformance
Experienced librarian and coach Ruth Metz outlines a
focused and results-oriented plan for achieving the
best results from staff members in Coaching in the
Library: A Management Strategy for Achieving
Excellence. Complete with new forms, reader-friendly
tables, and annotated references, this new second
edition of the popular ALA Editions book includes multiple real-world
examples and coaching scenarios specific to library work....
ALA Editions, Jan. 18
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Firestone Library,
Princeton University,
Princeton, New Jersey.
Named after tire
magnate Harvey
Samuel Firestone, the
library opened in 1948
as the first large
American university
library constructed
after World War II and
one of the largest
open-stack libraries
anywhere. The library
was designed to
resemble a rambling
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How to balance your library’s reading
budget
ALA Editions announces a new online workshop,
“Readers’ Advisory: How to Balance Your Library’s
Reading Budget,” with Neal Wyatt and Joyce Saricks. This
workshop, to be held February 24, will offer practical tips
to keep up with readers and your seemingly
insurmountable to-be-read pile, saving time and money
in the process....
ALA Editions, Jan. 18

Featured review: Espionage
Mankell, Henning. The Troubled Man. 368p.
Mar. 2011. Knopf, hardcover (978-0-307-
59349-8).
Readers whose knowledge of Scandinavian
crime fiction goes beyond Stieg Larsson know
that it was Henning Mankell who jump-started
what has developed into a 20-year golden
age. Mankell’s latest novel, the final volume
in his Kurt Wallander series, represents a
landmark moment in the genre comparable to the swan songs
of Ian Rankin’s John Rebus (Exit Music, 2008) and John
Harvey’s Charlie Resnick (Cold in Hand, 2008). We pick up
Wallander’s story with the aging inspector feeling his 60-plus
years and suffering from memory problems that lead to his
suspension from the Ystad police force. With time on his
hands, Wallander throws himself into solving the
disappearance of his daughter’s father-in-law, a former
Swedish submarine commander obsessed with an incident from
the 1980s involving the detection of Soviet submarines in
Swedish waters....

Personal reading
Bill Ott writes: “More and more
Booklisters seem to be turning to
audio for their off-the-clock literary
sustenance. Yes, in the ‘personal
reading’ format wars, print still rules
the day, with 12 of the 17 staffers
below opting to stick with paper, but audio came in a strong
second, with 4 (23%). Bringing up the rear with 1 was email
(yes, I know it’s weird, but Keir Graff actually read War and
Peace in email installments). But whatever we read or listen
to, in whatever format, you can’t keep us away from a good
story.”...

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

country house with an
array of reading rooms
in which students
could interact. The
rare books department
includes the privately
owned Scheide
Library, which holds
significant collections
of bibles in manuscript
and print, medieval
manuscripts and
incunabula, a large
collection of Old
English homilies,
printed books on
travel and exploration,
and music manuscripts
of Johann Sebastian
Bach and Ludwig van
Beethoven.

Butler Library,
Columbia University,
New York City. The
university’s largest
single library, the
structure was
completed in 1934 and
renamed in 1946 for
Columbia President
Nicholas Murray Butler.
It is home to the
university’s collections
in the humanities, with
particular strengths in
history, government
documents, social
sciences, literature,
philosophy, and
religion.

This AL Direct feature
showcases 250 libraries
around the world that are
notable for their exquisite
architecture, historic
collections, and innovative
services. If you find yourself
on vacation near one of
them, be sure to stop by for
a visit. The entire list will be
available in The Whole
Library Handbook 5, edited
by George M. Eberhart, which
is scheduled for publication in
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Division News

Three libraries win in YALSA’s Great
Books Giveaway
YALSA named Oakhurst Middle School (right) in
Clarksdale, Mississippi, as the winner of its 2011
Great Books Giveaway. The library will receive more
than $20,000 in books and other materials donated
to YALSA in 2010. Due to the volume of donations,
YALSA was able to name two runners-up: Colleton County (S.C.) High
School took second place, and Fletcher (Okla.) Public Schools took
third place. The estimated value of the entire collection is more than
$40,000....
YALSA, Jan. 18

Support teens with technology
Technology is part of the everyday life experience for most teens—
and by integrating it with standard teen services, librarians can better
serve and support teens’ learning needs. Find out how in “Connect,
Create, Collaborate: Support Teen Needs with Technology,” a new
online course offered in winter 2011 by YALSA. The self-paced course
takes place from February 7 to March 21. Registration closes February
1....
YALSA, Jan. 18

Winter e-learning from ACRL
ACRL is offering a wide variety of online
learning opportunities in winter 2011 to meet
the demands of your schedule and budget. Full details and
registration information are available on the ACRL website. ACRL
online seminars are asynchronous, multiweek courses delivered
through Moodle. The division also offers a variety of timely live
webcasts addressing hot topics in academic librarianship....
ACRL, Jan. 18

ALSC online courses
This winter, ALSC is offering four courses designed to expand,
enliven, and excite your experience in library services. The topics are
information literacy, the Newbery Medal, graphic novels for children,
and youth programming. Courses begin February 7, and the final day
for registration is January 31....
ALSC, Jan. 18

Round Table News

FAFLRT supports Spectrum
The Federal and Armed Forces Libraries Round Table has announced
its support of the Spectrum Scholarship Program through a gift of
$500 to the Spectrum Presidential Initiative. FAFLRT’s contributions
will allow ALA to continue to support master’s-level Spectrum
Scholarships....
Spectrum Initiative, Jan. 18
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Festival: A preview
Betsy Bird writes: “On a day like any
other, I received an email from YA author
James Kennedy with a proposal: Why not
have a contest where kids create videos of
their favorite Newbery books. The catch?
All the videos must be 90 seconds or less.
Kennedy made a sample video of his own, a 90-second dramatization
of Madeleine L’Engle’s A Wrinkle in Time (above). This fall, the New
York Public Library will showcase them in a 90-Second Newbery Film
Festival.” The deadline for video submissions is September 15. The
festival was conceived as a response to the Today show snub (see
story below)....
School Library Journal: A Fuse #8 Production, Jan. 13; Vimeo, Jan. 11

No Today show for Vanderpool or Stead
It’s been a tradition that, the day after the Youth Media Awards are
announced at ALA’s Midwinter Meeting, the Newbery and Caldecott
Medal winners are interviewed live on the Today show, at the NBC
Studios in New York City. But for the first time in 11 years, there was
no special coverage featuring the Newbery and Caldecott medalists.
An NBC spokesperson explained that “the show was booked the entire
week.” Instead, Jersey Shore star Nicole Polizzi (aka Snooki), who
just came out with her book A Shore Thing, took their spot. Now
there is a Facebook campaign to get Clare Vanderpool and Erin Stead
featured on the show....
Publishers Weekly, Jan. 13; San Francisco Chronicle: The Mommy Files, Jan. 14

Book awards seals
Q. I know there are seals libraries can buy for
children’s books that win awards from ALA. Are there
seals I can buy to put on the copies of those books
that our library already owns that were named Notable
Books for Children? A. Yes! Seals for most Youth
Media Awards (including Caldecott and Newbery),
Booklist Editors’ Choice, Notable Books, and the Stonewall Book
Awards may be purchased in packages of 24 through the ALA
Store....
AL: Ask the ALA Librarian

2011 Best Fiction for Young Adults
YALSA has announced its 2011 list of Best Fiction for
Young Adults. This year’s list of 99 books was drawn
from 191 official nominations. In 2010, YALSA
restructured the charge for its Best Books for Young
Adults committee and renamed it Best Fiction for
Young Adults. The 2011 list comprises a wide range of
genres and styles, including contemporary realistic
fiction, fantasy, horror, science fiction, and novels in
verse. The complete list can be found on the YALSA website....
YALSA, Jan. 13

2011 Popular Paperbacks for Young
Adults
YALSA has announced its 2011 list of Popular
Paperbacks for Young Adults. This year’s list of 99
titles was drawn from 192 official nominations. The
books are arranged in four categories: thrillers and
killers; what’s cooking; what if; and zombies,

Newsletter

Career Leads
from

Director of Library
Services, Columbia
Gorge Community
College, The Dalles,
Oregon. Administers all
aspects of library
resources and services
in support of the
academic programs,
faculty teaching, and
student learning.
Provides collaborative
leadership with library
staff, faculty, and other
College administrators
and staff. Reports to
the chief academic
officer and supervises
library assistants,
computer support
technician, Work Study
students, student
workers, and
volunteers....
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werewolves, and things with wings. The complete list
can be found on the YALSA website....
YALSA, Jan. 13

2011 Great Graphic Novels for Teens
YALSA has announced its 2011 Great Graphic Novels
for Teens. The list of 63 titles, drawn from 89 official
nominations, was presented at the ALA Midwinter
Meeting. The books, recommended for young adults of
ages 12–18, meet the criteria of both quality literature
and appealing reading for teens. The complete list with
annotations can be found on the YALSA website....
YALSA, Jan. 14

2011 Quick Picks for Reluctant YA
Readers
YALSA has announced its 2011 Quick Picks for
Reluctant Young Adult Readers selection list. The annual
list suggests books that teens ages 12–18 will pick up
on their own and read for pleasure; it is geared to the
teenager who, for whatever reason, does not like to
read. The complete list of 87 titles and annotations can
be found on the YALSA website....
YALSA, Jan. 13

2011 Fabulous Films for Young Adults
YALSA has announced its 2011 Fabulous Films for
Young Adults. The annual list identifies a body of films
relating to a theme that will appeal to young adults
ages 12–18. The list of 40 titles based on the theme
“Other Times/Other Places” includes films, both fiction
and nonfiction, that showcase varying time periods and
worlds both real and fantasy. The complete list with
annotations can be found on the YALSA website....
YALSA, Jan. 14

2011 Amazing Audiobooks for YAs
YALSA has announced its 2011 Amazing Audiobooks for
Young Adults. The list for those ages 12–18 is drawn
from the previous two years of spoken-word releases.
The 2011 list, composed of 31 fiction titles and one
nonfiction title, features recordings covering a wide
range of interests for young adults, from humor to
historical fiction and romance to reality, along with a
number of science fiction and fantasy offerings. The
complete list can be found on the YALSA website....
YALSA, Jan. 13

2011 Notable Children’s Books
ALSC has selected its 2011 list of Notable Children’s
Books. The list of titles includes fiction, nonfiction,
poetry, and picture books of special interest, quality,
creativity, and value to children 14 years of age and

@ More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week

The John F. Kennedy
Digital Archives is a
public-private
partnership between
the John F. Kennedy
Presidential Library
and Museum and the
John F. Kennedy
Library Foundation in
Boston. Opened on
January 13, shortly
before the 50th
anniversary of JFK’s
inauguration, its
objectives are to
digitize, index, and
retain permanently
millions of presidential
documents,
photographs, and
audiovisual recordings
related to the Kennedy
administration. Library
staff have digitized a
number of collections
in their entirety: the
President’s office files,
the White House
central chronological
files, the John F.
Kennedy personal
papers, and the White
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younger. Titles are grouped for younger readers,
middle readers, older readers, and all ages. The
complete list with annotations can be found on the ALSC website....
ALSC, Jan. 18

2011 Notable Children’s Videos
ALSC has selected its 2011 list of Notable Children’s
Videos. The list includes videos for children 14 years of
age and younger that exhibit especially commendable
quality, show respect for children’s intelligence and
imagination, and reflect and encourage the interests of
children in exemplary ways. The complete list with
annotations can be found on the ALSC website....
ALSC, Jan. 18

2011 Notable Children’s Recordings
ALSC has selected its 2011 list of Notable Children’s
Recordings. The list includes recordings for children 14
years of age and younger that are of especially
commendable quality; demonstrate respect for young
people’s intelligence and imagination; exhibit
venturesome creativity; and reflect and encourage the
interests of children and young adolescents in
exemplary ways. The complete list with annotations
can be found on the ALSC website....
ALSC, Jan. 18

Barniskis receives Frances Henne grant
YALSA has awarded the 2011 Frances Henne/VOYA Research Grant to
Shannon Crawford Barniskis. This $1,000 grant will provide seed
money for her research project, “Graffiti, Poetry, Dance: How Public
Library Art Programs Affect Teens,” which will measure the degree to
which arts programming in libraries affect teens’ levels of civic
engagement....
YALSA, Jan. 14

Two win BWI Collection Development Grants
Melanie Feyerherm, teen librarian at the Baright Public Library in
Ralston, Nebraska, and Keri Weston, director of the Carlisle (Iowa)
Public Library, have won 2011 BWI Collection Development Grants,
administered by YALSA. Each will receive a grant of $1,000, donated
by BWI. Feyerherm will use the grant to build the teen classics and
nonfiction collection, and Weston will create a welcoming environment
for teens that includes space, programs, and materials....
YALSA, Jan. 14

2011–2012 Diversity Research Grant proposals
The ALA Office for Diversity is seeking proposals for its Diversity
Research Grant program. Applications may address any diversity
topic, including the recruitment and promotion of diverse individuals
within the profession or the provision of library services to diverse
populations. The grants consist of a one-time $2,000 award for
original research and a $500 travel grant to attend and present at the
2012 ALA Annual Conference. The application deadline is April 30....
Office for Diversity, Jan. 14

House audio collection.
It has also digitized
portions of the White
House central subject
files, White House
photographs, White
House films, the CBS
television network
collection, films from
United States
government agencies,
and gifts from heads
of state, a collection of
museum artifacts. As
of January 2011, the
Digital Archives
contain over 200,000
pages of textual
documents, 1,500
photographs, 1,240
audio files, 80 moving
image files, and nearly
300 museum artifacts.

Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site.

Public
Perception 
How the World 
Sees Us

“I bummed out of
school at 16 for
many reasons and at
26 decided to return
to education. I had
an interview for an
Access to Higher
Education in IT
course and was
refused because I
didn’t have any
experience of
computers.
Undeterred, I went
to my local public
library, found a book
on computer literacy
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National Jewish Book Awards (PDF file) 
The Jewish Book Council on January 11 announced the
winners of the 2010 National Jewish Book Awards.
Given annually since 1948, the awards are designed
to recognize outstanding books on Jewish topics each
year. Awards are given in 16 different categories,
including debut fiction, scholarship, biography, and
Holocaust. The Jewish Book of the Year award went to
When They Come For Us, We’ll Be Gone: The Epic
Struggle to Save Soviet Jewry (Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt), by Gal Beckerman....
Jewish Book Council, Jan. 11

Seen Online

Library and Archives Canada cancels
screening of Iranian film 
After receiving threats and two suspicious letters
January 18, Library and Archives Canada in Ottawa
cancelled the screening of a controversial documentary
that critiques Iran’s nuclear weapons program, a move
that has organizers questioning the national library’s
autonomy. The Free Thinking Film Society’s showing of
Iranium prompted so many complaints—some of them
from the Iranian Embassy—that staff thought it necessary to close the
entire building. The letters were later cleared and considered “not
suspicious at all.”...
National Post, Jan. 19; CBC News, Jan. 19

Community colleges seek ways to deal with
troubled students
A student is showing clear signs of psychological distress, and the
question for instructors and staff at Santa Monica College is how to
approach him. Should they try to talk to him, refer him to counseling,
or call campus police? This student exists only in the virtual world,
part of an online training program that is helping educators reach out
to troubled and possibly dangerous students. Librarians might want to
sit in. In April, the director of the Pima (Ariz.) Community College
Library summoned the police because the future Tucson shooter,
Jared Lee Loughner, was making loud noises while listening to music
through his earphones....
Los Angeles Times, Jan. 16; New York Times, Jan. 15

Stolen Children questioned
Parent Megan Ketterman will soon know if her quest to
remove a book from the Central York (Pa.) School
District elementary school libraries will be successful.
She told the school board January 17 that the book,
Stolen Children by Peg Kehret, should be removed
from the library because it contains scenes of “graphic
violence” inappropriate for children in 4th, 5th, and 6th
grades. But Kehret says her books have a recurring

and information
technology, and used
the single computer
to teach myself how
to do basic word
processing,
spreadsheets, and
email. I took this
back to college as
evidence and gained
a place in the course.
It led to a degree in
business information
systems, and 10
years on, I’m head of
business and
information systems
at Liverpool John
Moores University.”

—Mandy Phillips, contributing
to the U.K. Voices for the
Library campaign, Sept. 6.
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TweetWatch

Follow:

Access to Knowledge
Global Academy, Cape
Town, Jan. 18–19, at:
#a2kga

American Booksellers
Association, Winter
Institute 6, Arlington,
Virginia, Jan. 19–21,
at:
#wi6

Special Libraries
Association, Leadership
Summit, Washington,
D.C., Jan. 19–22, at:
#slasummit

Digital Book World,
Conference and
Exposition, New York
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theme—that violence is never the answer....
York (Pa.) Daily Record, Jan. 15, 18

Librarian’s memory galvanizes ex-teachers
Ever since librarian Patti Cumming died in 2009, the library at John
Tyler School in Stockton, California, has been closed to students
because the school hasn’t been financially able to fill her position. But
thanks to a group of retired teachers, the Patti Cumming Memorial
Library, now filled with new books, reopened January 14....
Stockton (Calif.) Record, Jan. 15

Circulation as a form of protest
The library at Stony Stratford, on the
outskirts of Milton Keynes in England, looks
like the aftermath of a crime, its shell-
shocked staff presiding over an expanse of
emptied shelves (right). Only a few days
ago they held 16,000 volumes. Now, after a
campaign on Facebook, there are none.
Every library user was urged to choose 15 books, check them out,
and keep them for a week. The idea was to empty the shelves to
represent the gaping void in their community. Around the U.K., 375
branch libraries and mobile services are threatened with closure, the
result of local authority budget cuts to be introduced in April.
Meanwhile, the #savelibraries Twitter hashtag has gone viral
worldwide....
The Guardian (U.K.), Jan. 14, 17; The Independent (U.K.), Jan. 16, 18

Volunteer allegedly stole from San
Antonio Holocaust Library
A volunteer at one of the world’s largest privately held
Holocaust archives was arrested in San Antonio, Texas,
January 12, accused of pilfering tens of thousands of
priceless documents to sell online. Authorities said
Mansal Denton (right) began volunteering at the Mazal
Holocaust Library in June 2009, assigned to scan
documents to put on the nonprofit’s website. Among the items
believed to have been taken were a handwritten letter by Nazi leader
Heinrich Himmler, a diary kept by Himmler’s daughter, and documents
related to the Nuremberg War Crimes trials....
San Antonio (Tex.) Express-News, Jan. 12

Crisis in Gary
Trustees chafed at Gary (Ind.) Public Library Director Sherri Ervin’s
recommendation to close the Main Branch in the face of a funding
crisis. The board has until March to decide which, if any, branches will
be closed to slash its operating budget from more than $5 million to
about $2.4 million annually due to property tax caps, low tax
collection rates, and other factors. Ervin said closing the Main Branch
will save about $2.7 million off the top....
Merrillville (Ind.) Post-Tribune, Jan. 19

Rancho Mirage Friends to surrender $2.2 million
The Friends of the Rancho Mirage (Calif.) Public Library will hand over
almost all of its $2.2 million in assets to Rancho Mirage and dissolve
itself, under the terms of a settlement that will end the city’s lawsuit
against the organization. About $1.8 million will be transferred to the
Rancho Mirage Public Library Foundation, which the city formed as a
replacement fundraising arm when it filed suit in September. The legal
fight has been costly for both sides....

City, Jan. 24–26, at:
#dbw11

American Libraries
news stories, videos,
tweets, and blog posts
at: 
amlibraries

Calendar

Jan. 24–30:
Library Day in the
Life Project, Round 6.
Share your day or
week on your blog,
Twitter, Flickr,
YouTube, or the
project wiki.

Feb. 4:
RDA @ your library,
online conference.
Sponsored by Amigos.

Feb. 13–14: 
The Digital
Broadband
Migration: The
Dynamics of
Disruption
Innovation, Annual
Conference, Silicon
Flatirons Center,
University of Colorado,
Boulder. Sponsored by
University of
Colorado’s Silicon
Flatirons, a center for
law, technology, and
entrepreneurship.

Mar. 7–10:
DrupalCon Chicago,
Sheraton Hotel and
Towers, Chicago.

Apr. 14–16:
Innovative Users
Group, Conference,
Hilton San Francisco
Union Square.

Apr. 18–20:
Librarians’
Information Literacy
Annual Conference,
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Palm Springs (Calif.) Desert Sun, Jan. 17

Home energy audit kit a hit
A home energy audit kit is becoming a big hit at
the Jacksonville (Fla.) Public Library. A backpack,
put together by the local electric company and
available for checkout at libraries, has all the tools
a homeowner needs to conduct an audit to check
for leaks and measure power usage. The kit includes an infrared
thermometer that detects energy leaks around windows....
WJXX-TV, Jacksonville, Fla., Jan. 13

Borders in decline
Maria Panaritis writes: “Battered by the radical shift of consumers to
purchasing and reading digital books over the internet, the Michigan-
based corporation that owns Borders bookstores says it has halted
payments to some vendors while trying to renegotiate debt terms
with lenders, all to avoid potentially running out of cash. All
booksellers have been under the gun in this changing digital age, but
industry observers say Borders has stumbled acutely while its main
rival, Barnes and Noble, has better distanced itself from the
precipice.”...
Philadelphia Inquirer, Jan. 9

Cunning, care, and sheer luck save rare
map
It was rolled up among other yellowed maps and
prints that came off a delivery truck at the Brooklyn
Historical Society’s office near the East River. Carolyn
Hansen, the society’s map cataloger, began to gently
unfurl the canvas. “We have a Ratzer map,” said
James Rossman, chairman of the society, who
happened to be in the building that day. That statement, despite the
reverence in its delivery, meant little to the others in the room, but it
would soon reverberate in cartography circles and among map
scholars....
New York Times, Jan. 17

Flood disaster averted in
Brisbane
Nate Cochrane writes: “When flood waters
threatened to breach the banks of the
Brisbane River in Australia on January 12,
the State Library of Queensland looked to
be one of its first casualties. Fortunately
for the library, management had a well-developed disaster recovery
plan that went beyond simple data backup and included all the
minutiae of surviving a catastrophe so that librarians didn’t have to
make it up as they went along.”...
iTnews, Jan. 18

Go back to the Top

Tech Talk
Second Life: Worth a second
look?
Julian Dibbell writes: “Second Life and the
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company behind it—San Francisco-based
Linden Lab—haven’t come close to meeting
the expectations produced by the buzz that
reached its peak in 2007. By the end of
2008, the lavish virtual corporate storefronts were largely abandoned,
and Second Life’s growth slowed. Seekers of the next big thing had
moved on to the richer fields of Facebook and Twitter and Apple i-
gadgets. But what if Second Life deserves a second look?”...
Technology Review, Jan./Feb.

Next generation computing:
Touch
Jamie Lendino writes: “The touch screen
revolution is upon us. From the Apple
iPad, to Android cell phones, to
Microsoft’s brilliant Surface table, multi-
touch interfaces have given us the power
to control computers with simple hand
gestures in ways that were mere science fiction just a few years ago.
Capacitive screens allow for greater control, and some product
vendors have added haptic feedback, which couples each touch with
mild vibrations in order to give physical resistance to each key
press.”...
PC Magazine, Jan. 18

Tablet revolution reality check
Melissa J. Perenson writes: “We’ve seen a lot of
tablets introduced recently, but let’s step back
a moment and ponder what’s really happening
as tablets move into the mainstream. With the
occasional exception (the lightweight RIM
PlayBook, for example, right), none of the
recent tablets depart dramatically from what has been shown before.
The difference is in the nomenclature.”...
PC World, Jan. 16

New app gives voice to 9/11 oral
histories
Brooklyn-based web startup Broadcastr is
putting online the voices of witnesses and
first responders recounting where they were and what they saw when
terrorists attacked the World Trade Center on September 11, 2001.
When it opens to the public February 8, Broadcastr will have a
repository of thousands of audio clips linked to specific geographical
spots. About a week later, it will be packaged as a free app for the
iPhone and Android....
Associated Press, Jan. 17

Easily sort your tweeps with
Formulists
Steven Campbell writes: “Back when Twitter
first introduced Lists as a feature, I thought it was a great idea. I
started adding everybody I followed to a specific list, which made it
easier to follow all their tweets in one of my Twitter clients. One thing
I always wondered however, was how they could make this feature
better. Then I stumbled upon Formulists, which helps you organize
groups of people on Twitter into smart, auto-updating Twitter lists.
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Imagine creating great lists and not ever having to update them by
hand.”...
MakeUseOf, Jan. 18

Publishing

E-books and libraries: A stream of concerns
Meredith Farkas writes: “This post is basically a stream of
consciousness outline of some of the concerns that have been swirling
around in my head regarding e-books. I am far from an e-book
expert. I’m just someone in charge of collection development for our
largest school who realizes how little most librarians know about what
we’re getting into with e-books and who is concerned about where
things are going. For example, there are differences between e-books
for individuals and e-books for libraries to lend.”...
Information Wants To Be Free, Jan. 18

E-books and their containers: A
bestiary 
Joseph Esposito writes: “Nowadays we like
to think of books as something separate
from their containers. It’s as though the
text were pure spirit and the physical book
its mortal coil; when we set the text free, it can determine its own
shape and meaning. This is incorrect. The problem with getting books
out of their containers is that books are their containers. This does
not mean that you cannot pour Pride and Prejudice into a Kindle or
iPad, but over time the properties of the containers will begin to
influence the kinds of books that are created.”...
Scholarly Kitchen, Jan. 18

An American Indian perspective on
the NewSouth Tom Sawyer
Debbie Reese writes: “NewSouth Books is
planning to release a version of Mark Twain’s
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer and The
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn in which the
editor, Alan Gribben, has not only replaced the n-word with ‘slave’
but also substituted ‘injun’ with ‘Indian.’ I've received several emails
asking what I think of the change. But the bigger problem is an
overall lack of critical engagement with the ways that American
Indians are portrayed in books and movies and textbooks.” Librarians
also weigh in on the controversy....
American Indians in Children’s Literature, Jan. 10; School Library Journal, Jan. 18

The accidental prison librarian
Mary Ellen Quinn writes: “Just a few years out of
Harvard, Avi Steinberg left his job writing obituaries
for the Boston Globe and applied for a position as a
prison librarian, even though he was not a librarian
and had never been inside a prison. As he tells it in
Running the Books: The Adventures of an Accidental
Prison Librarian, he quickly learned that the job
involved more than providing inmates with reading
material.”...
AL: Librarian’s Library, Jan. 17

What makes mystery readers tick
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Sisters in Crime has released a 47-page report (PDF
file) that it commissioned on the book selection
habits of the mystery book buyer. The study, titled
The Mystery Book Consumer in the Digital Age, is the
first to provide an overview of the mystery–crime
fiction book-buying landscape, with information on
who buys mystery books, where they buy them, what
they buy, and why they make their mystery book
purchases. The research is based on publishing industry data....
Sisters in Crime blog, Jan. 11

The 50 best comic book covers of 2010
Kevin Melrose writes: “The third annual rundown of the
best covers of the year features 50 images—oh, okay,
51—representing the work of some 46 different artists
(plus inkers, colorists, and designers) from nine
publishers. As in the past, I’ve tried to explain the
appeal of each entry; some covers get just a sentence,
while others receive entire paragraphs. That doesn’t
reflect the quality of the image, but merely what I
have to say about it.”...
Comic Book Resources: Robot 6, Jan. 7

10 SF books that got major rewrites
Charlie Jane Anders and Michael Ann Dobbs write: “Like
the old saying goes, a book is never completed, only
abandoned. Some science fiction authors take this
maxim to heart, rewriting their books even years after
their first publication. Here are 10 perfectionist authors
whose works were never done.” A classic example is J.
R. R. Tolkein’s revision of The Hobbit after the success
of the Lord of the Rings trilogy....
io9, Jan. 14

How we gave away 100 e-books
Brian Mathews writes: “Like many campuses,
the University of California at Santa Barbara
does a ‘one book’ program every year. This
year, we gave away both print and digital
copies of The Immortal Life of Henrietta
Lacks. We kicked off our event by giving
away 2,000+ print copies—1,700 books in
less than 3 hours. This time around I wanted
to try something different and so we offered 100 e-book editions. This
was a good way to bring new attention to the program and move our
library further into the realm of digital books.”...
Ubiquitous Librarian, Jan. 18

Actions &Answers

Facebook suspends phone and
address sharing
On January 14, Facebook announced that it
would allow third-party applications and websites to request that
users share both their mobile phone number and address. Three days
later, the company put the new feature on hold while it makes
changes to make sure that Facebook users are aware of the potential
for data sharing. A primary complaint of critics was that the
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permissions dialog design did little to convey to users that they were
now sharing information that had previously been kept private.... 
ReadWriteWeb, Jan. 17; Facebook Developer Blog, Jan. 14, 17

Academically adrift
If the purpose of a college education is for students to
learn, academe is failing, according to Academically
Adrift: Limited Learning on College Campuses by
Richard Arum and Josipa Roksa, a book released
January 18 by the University of Chicago Press. The
book cites data from student surveys and transcript
analysis to show that many college students have
minimal classwork expectations—and then it tracks the
academic gains (or stagnation) of 2,300 students of
traditional college age enrolled at a range of four-year colleges and
universities. The results are not encouraging....
Inside Higher Ed, Jan. 18

Survey: Net users more likely to be joiners
Contrasting with the stereotype of the lone computer geek, internet
users are more likely to join groups in the real world and be active in
them than those who don’t go online, according to a study released
January 18 by the Pew Research Center. The “Social Side of the
Internet” report found that 80% of internet users participate in
voluntary organizations, compared with 56% of non-internet users....
CNET News: Digital Media, Jan. 19; Pew Internet, Jan. 18

College Options @ your library
Each January, the Onslow County (N.C.) Public Library invites college-
bound students and their parents or guardians to learn about “College
Options @ your library.” The library, in partnership with the College
Foundation of North Carolina, hosts “College Options @ your library”
workshops at the main library and two branch locations....
Campaign for America’s Libraries, Jan. 18

To library, or not to library
David Moltz writes: “Community colleges are growing by leaps and
bounds these days, and much of that growth has been in satellite
campuses. This kind of expansion has created a vexing question:
When is the right time to add a library? Accreditors require
community colleges to provide library services to all of their students,
no matter their location. There is some leeway as to whether a
physical space is needed on all campuses, but some officials wonder
when simply providing library services to branch campus students is
insufficient and a physical library is necessary.”...
Inside Higher Ed, Jan. 13

NLS celebrates 80 years
On March 3, the National Library Service for the
Blind and Physically Handicapped—the Library of
Congress’ talking-book and Braille program—will
celebrate 80 years of helping visually impaired
and physically handicapped individuals enjoy
reading their favorite books and magazines. This free library program
brings reading materials in digital audio and Braille formats straight to
the homes of patrons, from preschoolers to centenarians....
Library of Congress, Jan. 12

They need us, they really need us
Maura Smale writes: “The productivity blog Lifehacker ran a survey in
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early January wherein readers were asked whether Google’s search
results seemed increasingly full of spam and less useful. Nearly 34%
of the 10,000 readers who replied chose: ‘Absolutely. The spammers
have gained a significant foothold.’ If Google and other search
engines are increasingly not cutting it for even basic, everyday
searches, how can we expect students to come to college already
fluent in finding quality research information on the internet?”...
ACRLog, Jan. 13; Lifehacker, Jan. 11

Happy birthday, Wikipedia
Barbara Fister writes: “Wikipedia celebrated
its 10th birthday on January 15. It’s one of
those anniversaries, like the recent 20th
anniversary of the internet, that makes you
realize how ubiquitous a particular tool has
become. It was only a few years ago that we
had a lively faculty brown bag lunch discussion focused on ‘what the
heck do we do about Wikipedia?’ Faculty were concerned that
students were relying on an intrinsically unreliable source.”...
Inside Higher Ed: Library Babel Fish, Jan. 11

Being articulate and finding context
Michelle Boule writes: “There are two main reasons that people have
trouble understanding little kids: articulation and context. It occurred
to me that librarians have the same problem as most 2-year-olds; we
are talking and no one can understand what we are saying, regardless
of the import of the message. We have an articulation issue. We
sometimes use words that are complicated and make sense to only a
few people. Some notable articulation examples include transliteracy,
DRM, and net neutrality.”...
ALA TechSource Blog, Jan. 13

Victim: Serendipity
Julie Strange writes: “I used to wander around the bookstore (sorry,
library) and look for covers that called out at me. It was a calming
thing for me to do and I did it often when I needed to clear my head
(with the added bonus of being able to find a book on something
interesting in the process). I can’t tell you the last time I did that.
Neither Amazon nor my library’s catalog of books allows me to truly
browse the way I used to. Serendipity is gone.”...
The Strange Librarian, Jan. 18

No balloons in the Yonkers Public
Library
Scout writes: “Some libraries have No
Smoking or No Cell Phone signs on the front
door. At the Yonkers (N.Y.) Public Library,
they have a No Balloons sign. I’m amazed that
this is such a problem as to necessitate a
laminated sign. I mean, I wasn’t planning on
bringing any balloons inside. But it’s sort of a downer to know I
couldn’t if I suddenly got the urge.” Read the comments....
Scouting New York, Jan. 17

iTunes shelving game
Scott Douglas writes: “Shelving books may not
sound very sporty, but if you have ever wondered
how fast you can shelve a cart of books, there’s now
an app for that. Last October, my wife and I began
working with a developer to create a game just for
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librarians. The game is called Shelved and it went
live in early January. There are three different modes of play: LC,
Dewey, and Alphabetical.” The game is iPod/iPhone/iPad compatible....
Speak Quietly, Jan. 11

Ohio’s Coonskin Library
Larry Nix writes: “In 1803, the residents of the
Town of Ames, Ohio, entrusted an accumulation of
animal furs to Samuel Brown for the purpose of
acquiring a collection of books for the town. Brown
traveled to Boston where he sold the furs for $74
and was able to purchase 51 books. These books
formed the nucleus of the Western Library
Association subscription library, which was founded
in 1804. What is now the Village of Amesville, Ohio, is quite proud of
the fact it was home to the Coonskin Library.”...
Library History Buff Blog, Jan. 19

Lunch it, punch it
FM, Lin, and Andi are the northern Kentucky
librarians who launched the Lunch It, Punch It
website with the goal of packing 10 lunches before
eating one lunch out. For accountability, they
encourage you to recruit a friend or two, download
and print the official Lunch It Punch It cards (PDF
file), and track your progress at home (or in the office). They also
discuss lunch-packing strategies....
Lunch It, Punch It

How to turn a book into a
handbag
Jason Boog writes: “Last week, the L.A.
Times spotted actress Natalie Portman
carrying a purse that looked like Lolita by
Vladimir Nabokov. Why let the movie stars
have all the fun? Turn your favorite book
into a handbag. Just follow the directions in this video (4:20) from
the artsy-craftsy Curbly Video Podcast.”...
GalleyCat, Jan. 18; Los Angeles Times: Jacket Copy, Jan. 17; YouTube, Apr. 9, 2008

So you want to be an academic
librarian?
This edgy Xtranormal video (4:11) by
katharinell1984 examines the duties and
day-to-day challenges of academic
librarianship through an epic job interview
with a candidate who does not want to
work in a public library because she “hates
children and poor people, is very sensitive
to foul odors, and wants to wear argyle sweaters and loafers to
work.”...
YouTube, Nov. 1

Go back to the Top
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Observers sickened by Connecticut’s
Sicko controversy
Town officials in Enfield, Connecticut, have been
accused in the court of public opinion of censoring
the public library by forcing the library director to
postpone indefinitely the January 21 screening of the
Michael Moore film Sicko. A complaint by three
citizens (who happen to be members of the
Republican Town Committee) during the January 18
council meeting drew the attention of state civil
liberties groups and the Connecticut Library Association that could
lead to legal action against the town. Library Director Henry Dutcher
confirmed that the library still planned to screen Sicko, but in a
balanced forum in which other viewpoints would also be presented....
American Libraries news, Jan. 25; Manchester (Conn.) Journal Inquirer, Jan. 20, 22, 25;
Hartford (Conn.) Courant, Jan. 25; Connecticut Library Association, Jan. 19

Detroit faces unprecedented fiscal crisis
“The Detroit Public Library is in the midst of a fiscal crisis that is
unprecedented in magnitude and is likely to continue beyond this
fiscal year,” DPL Executive Director Jo Anne Mondowney said in a
January 18 memo to all employees. The erosion of funding will result
in a drastic reduction in personnel and other operating expenses....
American Libraries news, Jan. 22

Plug your library into the TED
conference
Gabriella Radujko writes: “Princeton (N.J.)
Public Library hosted a two-day TEDx event,
December 7–8, while thousands of Tedsters
simultaneously attended over 100 similarly
organized events about women’s issues in
cities as diverse as Geneva, Pittsburgh, and
Dubai. TEDx events, spinoffs of the TED annual nonprofit conference
whose mission is ‘ideas worth spreading,’ are free, independent, and
highly scalable programming that many public libraries can license
from TED at no cost.”...
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American Libraries feature

Telephone reference: A children’s
author works the wires 
Johanna Hurwitz (right) writes: “Recently I turned on
my computer and found a message from a teacher.
She was trying to locate a book that she had read
many years ago to her 6th-grade class. The story
was about a Jewish girl who had moved to the
suburbs and discovered that all her classmates had
Christmas trees. Could I identify it? In addition to being a children’s
book writer, I’m a retired children’s librarian. So of course I was
curious and wanted to help track down the book for her.”...
American Libraries feature

Newsmakers: Dominican
Republic President and First
Lady
In what looks very much like the beginning
of a beautiful friendship, Dominican Republic
President Leonel Fernández visited ALA
Headquarters in Chicago October 1,
accompanied by First Lady Margarita Cedeño de Fernández, to talk
with ALA staff about libraries. He spoke passionately but pragmatically
about his plans for developing a superior public library system in his
country, and about the First Lady’s plans to build libraries for children
and teens. Watch the full interview (9:50)....
American Libraries column, Jan./Feb.; AL Focus, Oct. 4

Marking discards
Q. I recently purchased a used book online. When it
arrived, it appeared to be a library book, but it
contained no indication that it had been discarded or
withdrawn. Is it common for libraries to discard
books without indicating on the books that they have
been withdrawn from the collection? A. Withdrawing
a book may be nearly as complex as adding a book, as there are
several steps the library must take in order to keep its inventory
accurate. Each library will have specific local procedures....
AL: Ask the ALA Librarian, Jan. 24

ALA News

Membership meetings: Going
virtual
The Committee on Membership Meetings
on January 25 sent ALA members an
invitation to an all-member survey about
the topics and format for the 2011 ALA
membership meetings. In past years, ALA
has run two membership meetings on separate days of Annual
Conference. The Committee voted at Midwinter to conduct one online
meeting prior to Annual and the second meeting in person in New

ALA Annual Conference
in New Orleans, June 23–
28, 2011. Attend the
Virtual Conference, July
6–7.

Winners of the most
respected prizes in
children’s literature
speak out in In the
Words of the
Winners: The
Newbery and
Caldecott Winners,
2001–2010, an
exclusive collection of
acceptance speeches
culled from the
archives of ALSC and
The Horn Book
magazine. NEW! From
ALA Editions.
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Orleans during the conference. The survey asks for topics for
discussion and feedback....
ALA Membership Blog, Jan. 26

Cognotes Midwinter highlights issue
More than 10,000 librarians and others enjoyed a
week of networking, meetings, exhibits and some
sunny skies at the Midwinter Meeting. Take a few
minutes to read the new highlights issue of
Cognotes, the Midwinter Meeting newspaper. It is
available in several formats: Interactive Nxtbook,
accessible, mobile, and PDF. If you attended the
Midwinter Meeting in San Diego, you may soon be
receiving a survey about your experiences....
ALA Conference Services, Jan. 26

Summary of FCC net neutrality order
The Washington Office has prepared a summary (PDF file) of the
Federal Communications Commission’s network neutrality order issued
in December. The document highlights issues raised by the order,
ALA’s position, and the language in the order for each issue. The
summary was prepared in collaboration with Office for Information
Technology Policy Fellow Bob Bocher and Washington Office
Consultant John Windhausen of Telepoly....
District Dispatch, Jan. 25

Report outlines e-rate changes
The Office for Information and Technology Policy has compiled a
report (PDF file) of key changes to the e-rate program that will take
effect under an order issued by the FCC in September. The report also
outlines ALA’s efforts to review the rule changes, compare these
changes to the previous program rules, and inform the library
community of the resulting impact on the eligibility of various services
and the application process....
District Dispatch, Jan. 25

ALA-APA call for volunteers
ALA–Allied Professional Association President-Elect Molly Raphael has
extended the deadline for the call for nominations to 2011–2012 ALA-
APA committees. Appointments are available on the following
committees: Certification Program, Certified Public Library
Administrator Certification Review, Library Support Staff Certification
Review, Promotion and Fundraising, and Publishing. All take effect at
the conclusion of the 2011 Annual Conference. To apply, submit a
volunteer committee form by January 31....
ALA–Allied Professional Association, Jan. 26

Webinar: Plan for your library’s
Money Smart Week
On February 2, learn how your library can
participate in Money Smart Week @ your
library (April 2–9) from those who have
already made it a success at their library. Join this national initiative
from ALA and the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago to help consumers
of all ages improve their financial literacy. All types of libraries can
participate. Register here for this free, hour-long webinar....
Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago

Library relief in Haiti 
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January 12 marked the one-year anniversary
of the devastating earthquake in Haiti.
Thanks to many recent donations ALA has
raised $35,000 to help rebuild three
libraries: the Petit Goave Public Library, the
Centre Culturel Pyepoudre Community Library, and the Bibliothèque
haïtienne des Pères du Saint-Esprit. Unfortunately, much more is
needed, as the estimated cost to rebuild just the Petit Goave Public
Library is $350,000. Here are some ways you can help....
ALA Haiti Relief Fund

Using storytelling for effective library
leadership
Just as literature often enhances learning, the power
of storytelling can be very effective when applied to
leadership and management. In the new ALA Editions
book, Organizational Storytelling for Librarians: Using
Stories for Effective Leadership, library expert and
author Kate Marek shows readers how they can use
storytelling to communicate vision and values.
Applying solid management principles to a library setting, Marek’s
book includes a primer on how to develop storytelling skills....
ALA Editions, Jan. 20

Be a great boss
To help library managers improve their skills and
acumen, renowned speaker and trainer Catherine
Hakala-Ausperk presents a handy self-study guide to
the dynamic role of being a boss. Organized in 52
modules, Be a Great Boss: One Year to Success,
published by ALA Editions, is designed to cover a
year of weekly sessions, but is easily adaptable for
any pace. The workbook is suitable for all levels of
management, from first-line supervisors to library directors....
ALA Editions, Jan. 25

Featured review: Crime fiction 
Beaton, M. C. Death of a Chimney Sweep.
256p. Feb. 2011. Grand Central, hardcover
(978-0-446-54739-0).
The Scottish Highlands that Beaton depicts with
such skill are beautiful and sinister, a fitting
backdrop to her Hamish Macbeth series and
especially to this one, her 26th craggy-cozy.
The mystery centers in the tiny Highlands
village of Drim, “a huddle of white-washed
cottages” on the banks of a sea loch, where mountains rise up
at water’s edge. There, the body of the posh new owner of a
long-abandoned estate is found, stuffed up the chimney. The
chimney sweep himself, who was to have been cleaning the
estate chimney, is found dead on the motorway, an apparent
accident victim, a few hours later....

New York. The
Thompson building
was completed in 1905
by Mary Clark
Thompson as a
memorial to her
husband, a Vassar
trustee and banker.
Built in Perpendicular
Gothic style, the
library consists of
three wings around a
central tower. Below a
frieze of university
seals in the central
hall hang five 17th-
century Flemish
Gobelin tapestries
portraying the tale of
Cupid and Psyche. In
the west wing, a
stained glass window
depicts Elena Cornaro
Piscopia, the first
woman in Europe to
earn a doctorate in
philosophy. The Media
Cloisters were created
in 1999 as a state-of-
the-art space for
collaborative learning
and instructional
technology exploration.

Frick Art Reference
Library, New York
City. The library was
founded in 1920 by
Helen Clay Frick as a
memorial to her
father, industrialist and
art collector Henry
Clay Frick, and to
serve “adults with a
serious interest in art,”
among them scholars,
art professionals,
collectors, and
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Recognizing what’s
popular
Joyce Saricks writes: “As I
prepare to teach readers’
advisory again, I’m updating the benchmark authors I list in
each fiction genre and in nonfiction. This should be easy—How
much could a genre have changed since I last taught in the
summer?—but it’s an exercise I agonize over. Who are the
most representative mystery, romance, and science-fiction
writers? If one can be introduced to only a few authors, from
which names can one get the most mileage later, when
working with readers? It’s tricky. However, this is a question
we all face, especially when we’re training new staff but also
as we help all staff stay up to date.”...

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

Division News

LITA board affirms openness and transparency
LITA President Karen J. Starr writes: “On January 8, a member of the
LITA board began an unannounced live video stream of the board’s
first session during ALA Midwinter. This action raised several complex
policy and legal questions that could not be answered on the spot,
some of which involved legal liability. Following a brief discussion, the
board voted to cease streaming, pending discussion and resolution of
those policy and legal questions. The incident was interpreted by
some as an affront to the open sharing of association content and
proceedings.”...
LITA Blog, Jan. 19

ACRL Video Contest winner
Congratulations to Job Jamie, Michelle
Demeter, and Suzanne Byke from Florida
State University’s Strozier Library, who
have been named winners of the ACRL
2011 Video Contest for “The ACRL 2011
Strozier Rap Video” (2:14). Watch all the
other creative videos about why you should
attend the ACRL 2011 Conference, March 30–April 2, in Philadelphia.
February 4 is the early bird registration deadline....
ACRL Insider, Jan. 26

ACRLMetrics now available
ACRL has released ACRLMetrics, a new
online service to support evidence-based
decision making. Developed by Counting
Opinions, it provides unprecedented access
to the annual ACRL Academic Library
Trends and Statistics Survey data as well as
the biennial National Center for Education Statistics Academic Library
Survey data in one convenient location. ACRL data for participating
institutions is available for 1999–2009, and NCES data is available for
2000, 2002, 2004, 2006, and 2008. Introductory pricing is now
available through January 31....
ACRL, Jan. 25

students. The library’s
book and photograph
research collections
relate chiefly to
paintings, drawings,
sculpture, prints, and
illuminated
manuscripts from the
4th to the mid-20th
century by European
and American artists.

This AL Direct feature
showcases 250 libraries
around the world that are
notable for their exquisite
architecture, historic
collections, and innovative
services. If you find yourself
on vacation near one of
them, be sure to stop by for
a visit. The entire list will be
available in The Whole
Library Handbook 5, edited
by George M. Eberhart, which
is scheduled for publication in
2011 by ALA Editions.
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ACRL update: Change ahead
Steven Bell writes: “The new version of ACRL’s strategic plan, the
Plan for Excellence (PDF file), is currently in draft format and
feedback is sought from the academic library community (by February
1). The first thing you’ll notice about the Plan for Excellence is that
it’s far shorter than its predecessor. It consists of only three goals,
and each goal has but four objectives.”...
ACRLog, Jan. 25

Create an engaging and user-friendly website
At 1 p.m. Central time on February 23, PLA will host a live, hour-long
webinar, “Creating a User-Centered Website for Your Library,” as part
of its “Public Libraries at Work” monthly webinar series. The webinar
will be led by Nate Hill, web librarian at the San Jose (Calif.) Public
Library....
PLA, Jan. 25

ALCTS supports Spectrum
ALCTS has announced its support of the Spectrum Scholarship
Program through a gift of $1,000 to the Spectrum Presidential
Initiative....
Spectrum Initiative, Jan. 25

Round Table News

Video Round Table discusses
Notable Videos for Adults
In this video (1:38), the ALA Video Round
Table Notable Videos for Adults Committee
discusses the titles VRT added to the list at
the 2011 Midwinter Meeting in San Diego,
as well as the criteria that make a video
“notable”: “We are looking for films that push the boundaries of the
video medium, that say something new, or contribute to the
resolution of a contemporary problem.”...
AL Focus, Jan. 26

Awards

2011 National Library Week Grant
Southern State Community College library in Hillsboro, Ohio, is the
winner of the 2011 Scholastic Library Publishing National Library
Week Grant. The $3,000 grant, sponsored by Scholastic Library
Publishing and administered by the ALA Public Awareness Committee,
is awarded annually for the best public awareness campaign in
support of National Library Week (April 10–16). The library will use
the “Creating your own story @ your library” theme as a platform for
promoting library services to help the residents of Fayette County
start a new chapter in their lives....
Public Information Office, Jan. 25

Theresa Venable wins Zora Neale Hurston Award
Theresa Venable, librarian at the Children’s Defense Fund Haley
Farm’s Langston Hughes Library in Clinton, Tennessee, has been
selected as the 2011 winner of the Zora Neale Hurston Award.
Venable was chosen for her work in library programming designed to

Behind the Youth Media
Awards (video)

Simple Resolutions for the
New Year from Wanda
Urbanska 

A Great Resource for
Libraries: ALSC Great Web
Sites for Kids 
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Wagon
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Career Leads
from

Head of Technical
Services, Texas A&M
University–Commerce
Libraries, Commerce,
Texas. This 12-month
position gives the
applicant the
opportunity to work in
a dynamic library on a
growing campus.
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promote African-American authors and African-American illustrators of
children’s picture books. Examples of Venable’s programming include
directing the 2009 May Hill Arbuthnot Honor Lecture....
RUSA, Jan. 25

Registration open for Arbuthnot
Lecture in St. Louis
On April 15, bestselling children’s author Lois
Lowry will give the 2011 May Hill Arbuthnot
Honor Lecture in St. Louis. The event begins at
7 p.m. and will take place in the Main Reading
Room of the St. Louis County Library. The
event is free and open to the public. Tickets
can be obtained by visiting St. Louis County
Library’s event registration page....
ALSC, Jan. 25

2011 PLA award and grant winners
PLA has announced the winners of eight awards and grants that honor
the best in public library service and innovation. PLA President Audra
Caplan, along with the award sponsors, will recognize the winners on
June 26 as a part of the PLA President’s Program at ALA Annual
Conference in New Orleans....
PLA, Jan. 25

Two Friends groups win ALTAFF
awards
Friends of the San Benito County (Calif.) Free
Library and Friends of the Ennis (Tex.) Public
Library were recognized for winning the 2010
National Friends of Libraries Week Awards by
ALTAFF during the division’s Gala Author Tea, held during the ALA
Midwinter Meeting in San Diego. Each group received a $250 check
and a certificate....
ALTAFF, Jan. 21

Public Libraries Feature Article Contest winners
PLA has recognized three authors in the 2011 Public Libraries Feature
Article Contest. The contest awards cash prizes to the authors of the
best feature articles written by public librarians and published in the
previous year’s issues of Public Libraries magazine. The winners are
Paula Brehm-Heeger and Greg Edwards for “Remaking One of the
Nation’s Busiest Main Libraries” and Robert Rua for “Reconnecting
With Reading.”...
PLA, Jan. 25

2011 Louise Seaman Bechtel Fellowships
ALSC has awarded two 2011 Louise Seaman Bechtel Fellowships to
Victoria Penny (First Regional Library, Hernando, Mississippi) and
Allison G. Kaplan (University of Wisconsin–Madison SLIS). The Bechtel
Fellowship is designed to allow qualified children’s librarians to spend
a month or more reading and studying at the Baldwin Library of
Historical Children’s Literature, a part of the George A. Smathers
Libraries at the University of Florida, Gainesville....
ALSC, Jan. 25

The I Love My Librarian awards
video
The 2010 I Love My Librarian Awards were
presented to 10 of America’s favorite

Provides leadership,
oversight, and hands-
on management of
library acquisitions
(materials budget of
approximately $1.3
million), materials
processing, cataloging,
serials, e-resources,
and the integrated
library system;
develops goals,
priorities, and
strategies for the
department; and
supervises a staff of
four professional
librarians and six
paraprofessionals. The
head of technical
services is also
expected to lead in
collection analysis and
the implementation of
processes such as
preprocessing of
materials, PromptCat,
and an approval plan....

@ More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week

Volunteer Voices is
Tennessee’s statewide
digitization program
involving the state’s
archives, libraries,
repositories, historic
homes, and museums.
Its goals are to
develop digital
collections that

http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/registration-open-2011-arbuthnot-lecture-st-louis
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/registration-open-2011-arbuthnot-lecture-st-louis
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/registration-open-2011-arbuthnot-lecture-st-louis
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07e34f0fspa89462ed&llr=a4hszwcab
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/pla-2011-award-winners-represent-excellence-public-libraries
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/pla-2011-award-winners-represent-excellence-public-libraries
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/two-friends-groups-win-altaff-s-national-friends-libraries-week-awards
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/two-friends-groups-win-altaff-s-national-friends-libraries-week-awards
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/two-friends-groups-win-altaff-s-national-friends-libraries-week-awards
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/two-awards-highlight-notable-contributions-public-libraries-journal
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/two-awards-highlight-notable-contributions-public-libraries-journal
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/alsc-awards-bechtel-fellowships-penny-kaplan
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/alsc-awards-bechtel-fellowships-penny-kaplan
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/al_focus/2010-i-love-my-librarian-awards
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/al_focus/2010-i-love-my-librarian-awards
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/al_focus/2010-i-love-my-librarian-awards
http://www.facebook.com/pages/ALA-JobLIST/47377008761
http://twitter.com/ALA_JobLIST
http://joblist.ala.org/
http://diglib.lib.utk.edu/cgi/i/image/image-idx?c=vvi;view=entry;subview=detail;cc=vvi;entryid=x-0073_000050_000203_0000;&q1=D.22&op2=&q2=&op3=&q3=&rgn=All+Categories
http://www.volunteervoices.org/


AL Direct, January 26, 2011

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2011/january/012611-2.htm[7/17/2014 3:31:02 PM]

librarians at a ceremony in New York City
December 9. The award recognizes quality
service and dedication by library
professionals across the country. This video
(3:26) features highlights of the ceremony and interviews with the
winners....
AL Focus, Jan. 24

T. S. Eliot Poetry Prize
In a bumper year for English-language poetry, Nobel
Laureate Derek Walcott was named winner of the T. S.
Eliot prize for the best new collection of poems
published in the U.K. or Ireland. Valerie Eliot, widow of
T. S. Eliot, awarded Walcott £15,000 ($23,975 U.S.) at
a January 24 ceremony at the Wallace Collection,
London. The winning collection, White Egrets, was
described by the chair of judges, poet Anne Stevenson,
as “moving and technically flawless.”...
The Guardian (U.K.), Jan. 24

2010 Costa Book of the Year
Poet Jo Shapcott has taken the £35,000 ($55,490 U.S.)
Costa Book of the Year Award for her book Of
Mutability. The judges felt that the book was “so
accessible, and the subject matter was so relevant, that
if any poetry book could capture the spirit of life in
2011, this would be it.” The book explores the body’s
relationship to the world—in its fragility, toughness, and
mutability....
The Guardian (U.K.), Jan. 25

Seen Online

Charlotte Mecklenburg director to step
down
Charlotte Mecklenburg (N.C.) Library Director Charles
Brown (right) is leaving his job, citing a tumultuous
year of multimillion-dollar budget cuts, staff layoffs,
and branch closings. The board of trustees voted on
January 19 to accept his resignation, effective June
30, the end of the library’s budget year. In the
meantime, Brown will work with interim CEO Vick Phillips, a former
bank executive. Brown, who is credited with helping guide the growth
and achievements of the library over the past seven years, says the
timing is right for him to step aside....
Charlotte (N.C.) Observer, Jan. 19; Charlotte Mecklenburg Library, Jan. 19

Some librarian jobs saved in
Austin school crisis

document Tennessee’s
history and culture;
facilitate use of these
collections in K–16
classrooms and by the
general public; and
offer training
opportunities for
personnel to learn
digitization standards
and best practices. In
2005, Volunteer Voices
received a three-year
grant from the
Institute of Museum
and Library Services to
build its first digital
collection, The Growth
of Democracy in
Tennessee. Three
digital-content
specialists traversed
the state, scanning
and creating records
for more than 10,000
items (photographs
and historic
documents) from
approximately 100
institutions.
Researchers can
search the database
by keyword, or browse
by broad topic (e.g.,
“Trade, Business, and
Industry”), era,
county, or institution.
Volunteer Voices is
managed through
Tenn-Share by an
advisory board of
representatives from
several institutions.

Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site.
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About 485 school positions in Austin,
Texas, could be cut because of a change in staffing formulas
unanimously adopted by the school board January 24. The new
formulas, proposed by Superintendent Meria Carstarphen under the
cloud of several extremely bleak state budget forecasts, would cut
220 elementary and 229 secondary school positions. At the last
minute, trustees changed Carstarphen’s proposal to save 52
elementary school librarian jobs. Another 22 secondary school
librarian positions, however, were eliminated from the formula, at
least for now....
Austin (Tex.) American-Statesman, Jan. 25

Day of protest in the U.K.: February 5
A “carnival of resistance” to library closures in the United Kingdom
will take place on February 5, with more than 40 library read-ins
scheduled. Many writers—including Philip Pullman, Mary Hoffman,
Malcolm Rose, and Carole Matthews—are scheduled to take part.
Author Alan Gibbons, who has been a leading voice in the library
protests, promised a celebration of reading complete with balloons,
storytelling, and music. Nearly 450 libraries and bookmobiles are
threatened with closure as a result of local authority budget cuts....
The Guardian (U.K.), Dec. 21, Jan. 24; False Economy Blog, Jan. 25; Public Libraries
News, Jan. 25

National Archives discovers
altered date on Lincoln document
Archivist of the United States David S. Ferriero
announced January 24 that Thomas Lowry, a
long-time Lincoln researcher, had confessed on
January 12 to altering the date of an Abraham Lincoln presidential
pardon belonging to the U.S. National Archives. The pardon was for
Patrick Murphy, a Civil War soldier in the Union Army who was court-
martialed for desertion. Lowry admitted to changing the date from
April 14, 1864, to April 14, 1865, one day before Lincoln’s
assassination. Lowry now claims he was pressured into confessing....
National Archives, Jan. 24; Washington Post, Jan. 25

Guns in Iowa public libraries
Because of recently enacted changes in Iowa law, gun owners no
longer are required to conceal their firearms in public. The new legal
reality has led to the utterly bizarre question: “Should the library ban
firearms?” What possible good could come from allowing people to
walk around with their guns on display in the public library? Both the
city attorney and the state attorney general say that cities and
counties have the authority to ban firearms on government
property....
Iowa City Press-Citizen, Jan. 24

Indiana bill would ban sex offenders from libraries 
Registered sex offenders would be banned from Indiana public
libraries if Rep. David Yarde has his way. On January 6, Yarde
introduced H.B. 1100, which would create the criminal offense of “sex
offender library trespass,” a Class D felony. The bill does allow for an
exception for entering public libraries to vote, but under modern First
Amendment law, a complete ban on sex offenders appears
constitutionally problematic....
First Amendment Center, Jan. 19

Sees Us

“The library
represents that
branch of
government that’s
like the smart kid—
the teacher’s
favorite. And the
library always wins.
They get whatever
they want.
Everybody loves
them—nobody can
say anything. People
who work in the
library think they are
so much better than
everyone else. And
what’s really funny
is we’ve been doing
Q&As about our
show, and people
from local
governments have
said, ‘You guys
nailed it about the
library.’ We were
just making it up as
a joke on the show,
but I guess everyone
hates the library.”

—Parks and Recreation
actress Amy Poehler, in
response to the question,
“How much does Parks and
Recreation hate the library?”
in the Q+LA column, Los
Angeles Times Magazine, Jan.
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Digital Book World,
New York City, Jan.
24–26, at:
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Serious flood at the Boston Athenæum
Director Paula D. Matthews writes: “The Boston Athenæum
experienced a serious water leak from a faulty sprinkler system
January 24 around 3 p.m. The water spread across the floor in the
first floor Long Room, the Newspaper Reading Room, the Bow Room,
and down the corridor towards the Children’s Library. Water leaked
into the basement book stacks in many locations. One to two
thousand circulating books got wet. They will be sent off-site to be
dried.” The library will be closed at least through January 27....
Boston Athenæum, Jan. 24–25; Boston Herald, Jan. 25

Juror could face charges for online research
A high-school librarian could face criminal charges for conducting
online research while she was a juror in a capital-murder trial. The
problem came to light on January 14, when the jury forewoman in the
Court of Common Pleas in Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, told the
judge that juror Gretchen Black had conducted internet research
about injuries suffered by the victim, and that she had offered to
share her research with other jurors. Judge Tina Polachek Gartley
found Black’s actions to be grounds for dismissal from the panel,
forcing what is known as “mistrial by internet.”...
Reuters Canada, Jan. 19; Wilkes-Barre (Pa.) Times Leader, Jan. 18

Carnegie Library to ask Pittsburgh
voters to raise tax
The Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh’s new six-
pronged funding strategy will include asking city
voters to pay additional real estate taxes to
support the system’s 19 locations. Allegheny
County Senior Judge Frank J. Lucchino, who led a
task force (PDF file) that spent several months
studying the system’s financial needs, said he
hopes a referendum will appear on the ballot in
this fall’s general election. The referendum would ask voters whether
they would pay additional property taxes to support a library system
that has threatened to close branches because of budget problems....
Pittsburgh (Pa.) Post-Gazette, Jan. 22

Tribe member says Mashpee
library broke agreement
Amelia Bingham, a Mashpee Wampanoag
elder instrumental in fighting for Indian
rights for more than five decades, says
Mashpee (Mass.) Public Library officials
broke a promise to provide space for the tribe in their new 21,000-
square-foot building. But Library Director Helene DeFoe said officials
only promised shelf space for books. Bingham came to her just before
the library opened in April to request the additional space, but by
then the building had been laid out....
Hyannis (Mass.) Cape Cod Times, Jan. 22

Enoch Pratt settles discrimination lawsuit 
The Enoch Pratt Free Library’s $100,000 settlement of an employee’s
disability discrimination lawsuit was approved by the Baltimore Board
of Estimates on January 19, but the agreement between the city
library system and the woman will have to be modified to remove an
errant confidentiality provision. Plaintiff Joan Bourne’s attorney talked
about his client’s years-long effort to secure a reserved handicapped
parking place behind the main library branch downtown....
Daily Record (Baltimore), Jan. 19; Baltimore Sun, Jan. 20

#dbw2011

EduCon 2.3,
Philadelphia, Jan. 28–
30, at:
#educon

Australian Library and
Information
Association,
Information Online
Conference, Sydney,
Feb. 1–3, at:
#aliaioc

Ontario Library
Association, Super
Conference, Toronto,
Feb. 2–5, at:
#sc2011

American Libraries
news stories, videos,
tweets, and blog posts
at: 
amlibraries

Calendar

Feb. 4:
Rolando Hinojosa /
Miguel Méndez
Literary Symposium,
Wittliff Collections,
Alkek Library, Texas
State University-San
Marcos.

Feb. 11–13:
44th California
International
Antiquarian Book
Fair, Concourse
Exhibition Center, San
Francisco.

Mar. 16:
National Freedom of
Information Day
Conference, Knight
Conference Center at
the Newseum,
Washington, D.C.

Apr. 2–9:
Money Smart Week
@ your library.
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One of the best things for D.C. in
decades
The District’s chief librarian, Ginnie Cooper,
says there was no concerted effort to make
the four libraries built in the past two years
all look the same. But with the January 24
unveiling of the new Tenley-Friendship
branch (right), it’s clear that a coherent style has emerged, if not
intentionally, then organically, in the four stand-alone, built-from-the-
ground-up buildings that have replaced some of the most obsolete
and ugly of the Washington’s 24 neighborhood facilities....
Washington Post, Jan. 23

Unruly tweens disrupt Upper West Side branch
A librarian at the Bloomingdale branch on New York City’s Upper West
Side says unruly tweens have become such a threatening menace to
her and her staff that she needs increased police protection.
Bloomingdale branch manager Rebecca Donsky said she asked her
husband to get her pepper spray because she’s worried the preteens
might jump her one night as she’s locking up at the end of a shift.
New York Public Library spokeswoman Angela Montefinise said
disruptive behavior isn’t acceptable, and the library has worked with
its own security team to improve the situation....
DNAinfo, Jan. 24

Harvard joins Borrow Direct
In a move that will allow Harvard University students, faculty, and
staff to borrow circulating materials from the libraries of Brown,
Columbia, Cornell, Dartmouth, MIT, the University of Pennsylvania,
Princeton, and Yale, the Harvard Library has joined the Borrow Direct
Partnership. When fully implemented at Harvard, Borrow Direct will
enable users to search a combined catalog of more than 50 million
volumes at all nine participating institutions and request prompt
delivery of circulating items. MIT also joined in January. Borrow Direct
was developed from a pilot project conducted in 1999–2001 by
Columbia, Penn, and Yale....
Harvard Gazette, Jan. 24; The Dartmouth, Jan. 25; RLG Focus 50 (June 2001)

Quebec’s first children’s library is
100 years old
It was 100 years ago that the former
Westmount News trumpeted the news on its
front page: the opening of the province of
Quebec’s first children’s library. Constructed
as a separate building next to the main
library in Westmount Park, the Children’s Library boasted its own
librarian, child-sized furniture, lower shelves so that children could
reach the books themselves, and a wood-burning fireplace with
delightful tiles showing scenes from Lewis Carroll’s Alice in
Wonderland. A full century later, the Westmount Public Library’s
Children’s Department is celebrating those early days....
Montreal (Quebec) Gazette, Jan. 22

Girl Scouts give books to African
school library 
Through the efforts of Junior Girl Scouts in
Troop 70181 of McKinleyville, California, the
children of Rehauhetsoe Primary School in
Butha-Buthe, Lesotho, will have a school

Apr. 15:
May Hill Arbuthnot
Honor Lecture,
delivered by Lois
Lowry, St. Louis
County Library, 1640
S. Lindbergh Blvd., St.
Louis.

May 11–13:
African Library
Summit 2011, Misty
Hills Country Hotel,
Conference Centre and
Spa, Muldersdrift,
Gauteng, South Africa.
“The Future of African
Librarianship.”

June 21–26:
Oxford American
Summit for
Ambitious Writers,
Petit Jean Mountain,
Arkansas.
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library. Working on their Bronze Award, 10 girls helped to gather,
sort, and pack 585 pounds of books into 12 boxes for shipping in
time to catch the December container ship destined for southern
Africa. The Scouts partnered with the African Library Project, a
nonprofit organization based in the Bay Area....
Eureka (Calif.) Times-Standard, Jan. 23

Go back to the Top

Tech Talk
Technology skills library staff
should have
Sarah Houghton-Jan writes: “I was recently
asked to draw up a list of technology skills
that I thought library staffers should possess.
I wrote my list in very broad strokes, before
making it really specific to different tasks or
specifying certain items only for certain
positions. I thought I would share this rough list with the rest of the
library world in case it helps you too. I advise getting more specific if
you’re having staff self-assess on what skills they have, or actually
provide training in these areas.”...
ALA Learning, Jan. 22

Google launches Cloud Print for mobile
devices
Jason Griffey writes: “Google enables mobile
printing for Gmail and gDocs via its Cloud Print
service for any of its supported mobile platforms
(Android 2.1+ and iOS 3+). This means that you’ll be able to print
using these services from your Android phone, iPhone, iPad, or iPod
Touch to any printer attached to your Windows 7 PC. Clever, and
potentially very useful, especially as the tablet form factor becomes
more central in offering library services.”...
AL: Perpetual Beta, Jan. 24

“Do Not Track” feature for
Firefox
A month and a half after Microsoft made a
splash announcing the Tracking Protection
feature for its upcoming Internet Explorer
9 browser, Mozilla announced a Firefox 4
feature with the same intent—protecting users from being tracked for
targeted ads. Like IE9, Firefox 4 is still at the beta stage, but
Google’s Chrome browser now allows users to opt out of cookies.
Perhaps John C. Dvorak says it most plainly: “Cookies are bad.
Tracking on the internet is bad. The ability for a website to track your
activity is bad. The fact that browsers allow cookies is bad. The fact
that your computer is a document of all your personal activity is bad.
Do I make myself clear on this?”...
PC Magazine, Jan. 24

The five best Android
newsreaders
Jason Fitzpatrick writes: “First we took a look
at the five most popular newsreader apps for
iOS. Now we’re back to balance things out
with a peek at the five most popular
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newsreaders for the Android. Google Reader
(right), the long-awaited official app from
Google, took its sweet time getting to the market. Nonetheless,
despite being on the market for less than two months, it’s one of the
most popular RSS apps.”...
Lifehacker, Jan. 23

The evolution of computer displays
Jim Belcher writes: “Current computer graphics
are fairly well-known and understood. But how
did we get here? The evolution of computer
graphics is intertwined with textual display, and
it is difficult to consider the two separately.
Computer graphics are taken for granted today.
But it has been a long and painful struggle, with
hardware rarely keeping up with the demand for better images. In
English, there are a relatively small number of characters which
comprise text. The same is not true of images: graphics are
computationally intensive.”...
Ars Technica, Jan. 23

YALSA App of the Week: Muybridgizer
Wendy Stephens writes: “19th-century English
photographer Eadweard Muybridge was challenged
by California Gov. Leland Stanford to take a picture
of one of his prize racehorses with all four legs off
the ground. Muybridge managed to use sequential
exposures from a series of cameras to capture that
elusive moment. The Tate Britain recently showcased Muybridge’s
studies, and though its exhibit has ended, the iPhone Muybridgizer
app brings a little of the Muybridgian magic to the masses.”...
YALSA Blog, Jan. 26

12 technologies on the brink of
extinction
Gord Goble writes: “Predictions are like crazy
relatives. Everyone has a few, but none should
be taken too seriously. It is with that mindset
that we offer our own set of predictions. We call them the Dirty Dozen
—six technologies we feel will soon meet their maker, and six more
that might seem on death’s door but likely aren’t. Our little
prognosticatory wrap-up focuses on 2020 as the end point.”...
Maximum PC, Jan. 11

How to buy a PC case
Matthew Murray writes: “Chances are that when you
think about your desktop computer, you don’t think too
much about its case. In fact, as long as a few basic
requirements are met, everything else is probably
pretty much okay. That doesn’t mean, however, that
there aren’t plenty of places to go wrong.
Understanding what the case does, how it works, and
why it’s designed the way it is will help you make
smart buying choices.”...
PC Magazine, Jan. 23
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The 10 geekiest animated series
of all time
Brian Heater writes: “With news of an
impending Angry Birds animated series, it
seemed like an appropriate time to ask the
PC Magazine staff what they considered the
geekiest animated series of all time. We got
plenty of answers—and even more nostalgia—but somehow managed
to cut the list down to 10 shows and a lengthy honorable mention
list. Check out the winners and let us know what we left out.”...
Gearlog, Jan. 21

Publishing

Rousing Reads: 1946
Bill Ott writes: “The war was over, soldiers were
returning to civilian life, and governments were
beginning to rebuild. Beneath the euphoria, though,
the Cold War was gathering steam, and a peculiar
mood—a mix of relief, ennui, and alienation—was
taking hold in the minds of survivors. Out of this
cauldron of emotions came film noir, which critic
Nicholas Christopher has called ‘the dark mirror
reflecting the dark underside of American urban life.’”...
American Libraries column, Jan./Feb.

How to publish your book on Amazon Kindle
Dylan Love writes: “The only reason A Confederacy of Dunces was
ever published is because author John Kennedy Toole’s mother pulled
the manuscript out of the garbage after his death. Your book
shouldn’t have to travel that rocky of a road on its way to publication.
Amazon makes it a piece of cake for you to set a book loose on the
Kindle e-reader platform.”...
Business Insider: Tools, Jan. 12

Barnes and Noble discontinuing
Nook 3G?
David Carnoy writes: “We’re not sure quite
what to make of this rumor, but Engadget is
reporting that Barnes and Noble is phasing out
its Nook 3G e-reader. The company is apparently encouraging retail
partners to not send out any ‘bulk requests’ for the Nook 3G, as
there simply ‘will not be sufficient quantities to fulfill those orders.’
The fact is, Amazon offers both a 3G/Wi-Fi Kindle and Wi-Fi-only
Kindle, and Barnes and Noble will most likely continue to offer models
that compete with what Amazon has.”...
CNET News: Crave, Jan. 24; Engadget, Jan. 24

Beautiful books inspired by Africa
From colonists to adventurers and big-game hunters to
conservationists, many generations have been
fascinated by Africa. Countless books have been
produced about the world’s second largest continent—
some have faded into obscurity but others have become
collectible. This selection ranges from the wildlife to
ordinary life on the veldt. Books inspired by African
fauna have generated many beautiful bindings and
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intricate cover designs over the years....
Reading Copy Book Blog, Jan. 25

Actions & Answers

New OCLC report: Perceptions of
Libraries, 2010
According to a new membership report by OCLC,
Americans are using libraries much more because the
economic downturn has impacted their lives, careers,
and incomes. Perceptions of Libraries, 2010: Context
and Community provides updated information and new
insights into information consumers and their online
habits, preferences, and perceptions. Particular attention was paid to
how the economy has affected information-seeking behaviors and how
those changes are reflected in the use and perception of libraries....
OCLC, Jan. 20

The 21st-century customer
Steve Matthews writes: “Public libraries have been slow to figure out
that the 21st-century customer does not need 20th-century library
services. School, academic, and special libraries have been dealing
with the new Millennial Customer for several years. Unless we want to
see brick and mortar libraries go the way of the rotary-dial telephone,
the transistor radio, and the cathode-ray tube, we need to understand
the Millennial Customer and adapt library services to meet their
interests—because they do not appear to have library service needs
and may not seek services from public libraries.”...
21st Century Library Blog, Jan. 26

Feds launch new education data tool
The U.S. Education Department has launched a
website that aims to provide easy access to key
state and national education data for all school
stakeholders. The United States Education
Dashboard, which debuted January 24, highlights the progress being
made across the country at every level of public education, and it
reports on several indicators of progress toward President Obama’s
goal that, by 2020, the United States once again will have the highest
proportion of college graduates in the world....
eSchool News, Jan. 25

What you need to know about the New York Times
pay wall
Nicholas Jackson writes: “The New York Times has been talking about
erecting a pay wall that could—executives hope—help to bring in
some new money. Readers (customers?) long accustomed to getting
all of their content from the paper for free could be in for a bit of a
shock. Not all of them though. Only about 15% of the paper’s current
readers access the site enough to trigger the pay wall that executives
hope to put in place sometime in February.”...
The Atlantic: Technology, Jan. 24

Foundation gives books to needy schools
Rocco Staino writes: “Cash-strapped school libraries
serving low-income kids can now supplement their book
budgets, thanks to Anne Knickerbocker. The former
Texas media specialist at the Spring Branch Independent
School District in Houston is giving back to her
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profession with the Snapdragon Book Foundation, which
has the sole purpose of supplying school libraries with
funds to buy new books. And the next deadline to apply is April
15.”...
School Library Journal, Jan. 20

Doodle 4 Google is back
Google has launched its fourth annual Doodle 4
Google contest. Open to K–12 students in the
United States, the contest is an opportunity of a
lifetime: Design the Google.com homepage doodle
for millions to see, and while you’re at it, take home a $15,000
scholarship and a $25,000 technology grant for your school. The
theme this year is “What I’d like to do someday,” which gives talented
young dreamers an opportunity to flex their creative muscles. The
deadline to register is March 2; submissions are due by March 16.... 
Official Google Blog, Jan. 19

The Library of Congress hawk
Matt Raymond writes: “A juvenile female Cooper’s
Hawk (Accipiter cooperii) has come to visit the
Library of Congress Main Reading Room (right). It
has captured the imagination of the public, the
media, and researchers in the Main Reading Room,
as heads are constantly craned upward for a
glimpse.” After seven nights in the building, the
hawk, nicknamed Jefferson, was safely captured the morning of
January 26 by experts from the Raptor Conservancy of Virginia and
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife and Service, who laid a trap with two
starlings inside as bait. LC’s Mark Hartsell provides a firsthand report
of the happy ending....
Library of Congress Blog, Jan. 20–21, 24, 26; Washington Post, Jan. 26

Google’s decreasingly useful, spam-filled web
searches
Marco Arment writes: “I’ve been frustrated by Google’s apparent
defeat by spam. It’s not a sudden issue—it’s been gradually
worsening for a few years. It’s now nearly impossible to find good
results for many commonly asked types of queries. Searching Google
is now like asking a question in a crowded flea market of hungry,
desperate, sleazy salesmen who all claim to have the answer to every
question you ask.”...
Marco.org, Jan. 5

Montana adopts the Internet Archive
as its repository
Chris Stockwell writes: “The Montana State Library
has just completed moving 3,070 born-digital state
publications from OCLC’s CONTENTdm to the
Internet Archive. This is a key piece of the library’s
institutional repository for other state publications
now hosted by the Internet Archive.” Here is how
MSL came to make the decision....
Internet Archive Blog, Jan. 14
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Reconsidering Facebook
Hilary Davis writes: “Last year there was a revolt
against Facebook. Lots of people were weighing
the pros and cons of becoming a Facebook
dropout, including librarians. A lot of people left
Facebook, including myself. Until recently, I didn’t
think I was missing out by not being on
Facebook. A lot about the way that Facebook supports the profession
of librarianship has changed in the past few years, even since the
mid-2010 uproar. For me, the benefits now outweigh the risks.”...
In the Library with the Lead Pipe, Jan. 26

Four successful library social-media campaigns
Aaron Tay writes: “Libraries are some of the most active users of
social media, and it is no surprise that many have taken to using new
media to spread their message and promote their causes. Some of
these campaigns are started by librarians; others have purely
grassroot orgins. Some are targeted mainly to their fellow librarians,
while others are meant for everyone. In recent months, I have
noticed a few campaigns that have resulted in actions that go beyond
the purely online realm.”...
Musings about Librarianship, Jan. 23

The world’s newspapers on
Google Maps
Keir Clarke writes: “Newspapermap provides
a great way to browse nearly 10,000 of the
world’s newspapers. The newspapers are
categorized on the map by language. Each
information window contains links to the
websites of the listed newspapers and links to read the papers
through Google Translate. If you visit the site on your mobile you can
view a special Google Map customized for phones.”...
Google Maps Mania, Jan. 25

Library bumper stickers
Phil Bradley writes: “I clearly had way too
much time on my hands the other evening,
because I started creating library
comparison bumper stickers. The first one
was ‘Libraries: older than books.’ I then
got onto a bit of a roll. I had a deluge of emails asking me to collate
them (oh ok, it was one email), and so here they are. All in threes,
around a common theme.”...
Phil Bradley’s Weblog, Jan. 21

So you want to go to library school
Abby Johnson writes: “You’re thinking about going to library school
for children’s services. Or maybe you’ve decided to go, but you’re
wondering what you can do to make yourself marketable after you
finish. Speaking as a librarian who had a job lined up before she
graduated, I have some advice for you.”...
Abby (the Librarian), Jan. 25

Unemployment in Libraryland
Andy Woodworth writes: “As it stands currently, the profession cannot
find places for everyone who graduates, and therefore the supply
remains woefully higher than the demand. What can be done about
this? Here is the real question: What is stopping unemployed
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librarians (either new graduates or current ones) from finding new
applications for their education and experience or becoming
entrepreneurs? We are surrounded by a vast and expanding
information landscape that will not level off or slow down for the
foreseeable future.”...
Agnostic, Maybe, Jan. 21

40 words and terms to keep off your résumé
Sid Kirchheimer writes: “Don’t use common buzzwords such as
‘innovative,’ ‘team player,’ and ‘results-oriented.’ These and others
are so overused that they’re now seen as clichés and ‘have lost their
impact altogether,’ says Krista Canfield of LinkedIn, a networking
website for professionals that recently analyzed millions of member
profiles and compiled a list of the 40 most commonly used phrases on
member profiles.”...
AARP Bulletin: Ask Sid, Jan. 21

Database of divas
Tom Service writes: “Here’s a fun game: What
was the most performed work of classical music
throughout the world last year? Who was the busiest conductor?
Which was the most performed opera? And who was the most
overpaid diva? At last, answers to all of those questions and more
(apart, alas, from the last one) are revealed today by Bachtrack, the
classical music listing site. The data is based on trawling through the
thousands of orchestral concerts and operas that Bachtrack lists
annually, and the crunched numbers throw up some surprising
facts.”...
The Guardian (U.K.): On Classical, Jan. 24

Are library managers born or made?
Will Manley writes: “What is the best preparation for management in
a library? This is a question I thought about over and over again in
my 35-year management career. I especially thought about it
whenever I had to fill an admin or supervisory position. The most
important thing that the CEO in any organization does is hire
managers and supervisors because no one can wreck an organization
quicker than a bad boss. So, to phrase the question in another way:
Are good managers born or made?”...
Will Unwound, Jan. 25

Who empties your book drop?
Brian Herzog writes: “There’s a situation at my
library that doesn’t seem to have a good
solution, and a recent conversation with a
friend prompted me to ask other librarians how
you handle it: Who empties your book drop box
on long weekends? On long weekends when
we’re closed on Monday, someone needs to come in to empty the
book drop—otherwise, it would overflow and patrons would have to
leave items sitting in the parking lot. And by someone, I mean me.”...
Swiss Army Librarian, Jan. 25

Peak books
Thom Hickey writes: “Are we close to ‘peak books’? You often hear
about ‘peak oil,’ the idea that at some point soon the world will
extract less oil from the earth each year. How about books? Here are
some measures of library activity that may have already passed their
peak, others that probably haven’t, and some that seem nowhere
close to peaking.”...
Outgoing, Jan. 25
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Barack Obama’s state gift library
Jason Boog writes: “On January 18, the State
Department released in the Federal Register its
annual report (PDF file) detailing ‘Gifts to
Federal Employees from Foreign Government
Sources Reported to Employing Agencies in
Calendar Year 2009.’ We’ve collected all the
identified books given to our president in 2009,
among them Warhol: Le grand monde d’Andy
Warhol, received from French President Nicolas Sarkozy.”...
GalleyCat, Jan. 21

Author Magazine interviews Nancy
Pearl
Book Lust author and former librarian Nancy
Pearl discusses books, reading, and growing up
in Detroit in this Author Magazine interview
(5:32) held in Third Place Books in Lake Forest
Park, Washington....
Author Magazine, Jan. 11

The corpse in the library video
Sam Wallin (right), community librarian for
the Woodland (Wash.) Community branch of
the Fort Vancouver Regional Library District,
discovers just how many library books have
the word “corpse” in the title in this video
(2:06), which is one of several he put
together for fun—and to show that “librarians
(and library staff) are normal people with our own foibles.” This one
costars Jeffrey Stiles as the patron with the reference question. Watch
his other videos on the CrashSolo YouTube channel....
YouTube, Jan. 21

Go back to the Top
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