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American Libraries Online

The web goes dark in Egypt for a
week 
The Egyptian government pulled the plug on
the web in an apparent attempt to silence
the demonstrations and protests that
erupted across the country January 25. The
Associated Press reported that at a half-
hour past midnight on January 28, the
internet went dead; authorities restored access on February 2.
Bibliotheca Alexandrina Director Ismail Serageldin issued a statement
January 30 that said the library will be closed to the public for several
days until the curfew is lifted, adding that both opponents and
supporters have joined the library staff in guarding the building
(above) from potential vandals and looters. The U.S. Committee of
the Blue Shield warned of potential danger to Egyptian cultural
heritage sites, but the vast majority of museums were secure as of
February 1. Kate Phizackerley has set up a site-by-site Egyptological
Looting Database....
AL: Global Reach, Jan. 28–31; Associated Press, Jan. 28; Washington Post, Feb. 2;
Bibliotheca Alexandrina, Jan. 30, Feb. 1; NYRBlog, Feb. 1; U.S. Committee of the Blue
Shield, Jan. 30; New York Times, Feb. 1

Running a Passport Acceptance
Facility
Robert J. Rua writes: “Expanded travel
regulations have increased demand for United
States passports. As of June 1, 2009, a valid
passport is required for all foreign travel to and
from Canada and Mexico. In this time of reduced funding, public
libraries can capitalize on the increased demand while providing a
valuable e-government service to their customers by becoming official
Passport Acceptance Facilities for the U.S. Department of State. PAFs
earn the standard execution fee of $25 per passport.”...
American Libraries feature

On My Mind: Midwinter’s WikiLeaks
letdown
Al Kagan writes: “One of the key problems of our time is
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lack of government transparency, and therefore restricted
public access to U.S. government information. The ongoing
WikiLeaks disclosures highlight the need to protest these
policies and get them changed. Several of the ALA’s core values are
directly relevant to this discussion. With this in mind, ALA’s Social
Responsibilities Round Table put forward two resolutions concerning
WikiLeaks at the 2011 ALA Midwinter Meeting in San Diego.”...
American Libraries column

Submit your National Library Week video footage
AL Focus is producing a series of videos to promote libraries for
National Library Week 2011, and we are looking for footage from
libraries around the country to help complete the project. The videos
will combine images, words, and music to provide an uplifting view of
libraries, the services they provide, and the differences they can
make. Files up to 2 GB can be sent via YouSendIt. The deadline for
submissions is February 28....
AL Focus, Jan. 28

ALA News

Executive Director’s Message: Engaging
members
Keith Michael Fiels writes: “ALA Executive Board
meetings in San Diego focused on how to engage
younger members, the ALA Membership Meeting, and
the Midwinter Meeting itself. At the top of the list was
a report (Word file) from the Young Professionals Task
Force, chaired by Laurel Bliss. The task force has been
reaching out to younger members and is working on a
series of recommendations on how the Association can best engage
young professionals.”...
American Libraries column, Mar./Apr.

USA Patriot Act Sunset Extension Act of 2011
With the pending sunset date of February 28 for Section 215 (the
“library provision”) of the USA Patriot Act, the USA Patriot Act Sunset
Extension Act of 2011 (S. 193) is an important step toward improving
the balance between the needs of law enforcement and the protection
of our civil liberties. The ALA Washington Office urges all library
supporters to ask members of the Senate Judiciary Committee to
pass the measure....
District Dispatch, Feb. 2

LSSC Program offers half off registration fee
As part of a grant from the Institute for Museum and Library Services,
the Library Support Staff Certification Program is offering Registration
Assistance Awards of $175 to library support staff, half of the fee to
register to become a candidate for certification. The awards are being
offered jointly by the LSSC Program, several state library agencies

ALA Annual Conference
in New Orleans, June 23–
28, 2011.

This Teen Tech Week
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across the United States, and the ALA Library Support Staff Interests
Round Table....
ALA–Allied Professional Association, Jan. 31

40 students chosen for Student to Staff Program
Forty ALA Student Chapter members were nominated by their schools
and have been accepted to assist ALA staff during the 2011 ALA
Annual Conference in New Orleans. In exchange for working four
hours a day (or a total of 20 hours), these students participating in
the ALA Student to Staff Program receive free conference registration,
housing, and a per diem for meal expenses....
ALA Student Membership Blog, Feb. 2

Learn to make mobile services work for you
ALA TechSource announces a new workshop, “Making Mobile Services
Work for Your Library” with Cody Hanson, who will provide a
foundation for launching, maintaining, and expanding mobile services
in your library. Registration is available on the ALA Store. The
workshop will take place at 2:30 p.m. Eastern time on March 9....
TechSource, Feb. 1

How to be frugal
Fewer employees, shorter hours, diminished collection
budgets, and reduced programs and services are all
happening at a time of record library usage. In The
Frugal Librarian: Thriving in Tough Economic Times
published by ALA Editions, library expert Carol
Smallwood demonstrates that despite the obvious
downsides, the necessity of doing business differently
can be positive, leading to partnering, sharing, and
innovating. This book addresses universal concerns, presenting
creative and resourceful solutions from dozens of librarians who
represent a wide variety of institutions....
ALA Editions, Jan. 28

Web-scale discovery services
ALA TechSource has released the January issue of
Library Technology Reports, written by Jason
Vaughan. Web-scale discovery services are capable
of searching quickly and seamlessly across a vast
range of local and remote content and providing
relevancy-ranked results in an intuitive interface.
The report describes the content, interface, and
functionality of services developed by OCLC, Serials
Solutions, EBSCO, and Ex Libris....
ALA TechSource, Feb. 1

Featured review: Nonfiction for
Youth 
de la Peña, Matt. A Nation’s Hope: The
Story of Boxing Legend Joe Louis.
Illustrated by Kadir Nelson. Grades 1–3.
Jan. 2011. 40p. Dial, hardcover (978-0-

(March 6–12), share
the wealth of
technology resources
available at your
library and educate
teens how to be
competent and ethical
users of those
resources, including
DVDs, databases,
audiobooks, and
videogames. “Mix &
Mash,” this year’s
theme, encourages
creative expression by
combining writing,
storytelling, movies,
and music. NEW!
From ALA Graphics.
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8037-3167-7).
Sometimes a boxing match is just that, a
sport played out on the fists and jaws of
two determined contenders. But sometimes
it is so much more, as in the 1938 bout between Joe Louis
and Max Schmeling. This spectacularly illustrated, smoothly
cadenced picture book sets up the historic fight—“Son of a
black sharecropper / against Hitler’s ‘master race’ / Black and
white Americans / together against the rule of Nazi hate”—and
then quickly traces Louis’s rise from a quiet boy in Jim Crow
America to a magnificent fighter and national hero. Nelson,
who’s incapable of even a mediocre painting, flexes his artistic
muscle here....

Top 10 black history books
for youth
Daniel Kraus writes: “The subjects of
these top black-history titles, all
reviewed in Booklist over the past 12
months, delve into some of the darkest
chapters in U.S. history. Look closely, though, and you’ll find
expressions of joy as well.” Included is Tonya Bolden’s Finding
Family, a richly imagined novel set in 1905 West Virginia
about a girl who goes on a quest to find the truth about her
African American family....

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

Division News

Decision-making in the absence of
certainty
ACRL has released Decision-Making in the Absence of
Certainty: A Study in the Context of Technology and
the Construction of the 21st Century Academic Library,
by S. David Mash, as number 63 in the ACRL
Publications in Librarianship series. The book details the
often surprising decision-making process at five
American universities that built new libraries at the
dawn of the 21st century....
ACRL, Jan. 31

Register for YALSA online tech course
Registration ends February 3 for “Connect, Create, Collaborate:
Support Teen Needs with Technology,” a new online course offered by
YALSA. The self-paced course takes place February 7–March 21 and
will be taught by YALSA Past-President Linda Braun....
YALSA, Feb. 1

YALSA homework help webinar

Great Libraries
of the World

Grolier Club Library,
New York City. The
club, a society of
bibliophiles established
in 1884, maintains a
research library
specializing in book
history, bibliography,
and bibliophily; the
history of printing,
binding, and
illustration; and
booksellers’
catalogues. It has
been housed in its
current facility,
designed by architect
Bertram Goodhue,
since 1917.

Malloch Rare Book
Room, New York
Academy of Medicine,
New York City. The
library began with the
donation of a set of
Martyn Paine’s
Commentaries during
the second meeting of
the academy, which
was founded in 1847.
Since that time, the
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From hungry dogs and alien abductions to corrupted flash drives, the
list of excuses for missed homework assignments is never-ending.
Help your teens get a head start on their homework by hosting a
homework help program at your library. Join host Mari Hardacre for a
webinar that discusses both in-person and online homework help
programs. The webinar will take place at 2 p.m. Eastern time on
February 17....
YALSA, Feb. 1

Teen Tech Week publicity tools
School and public libraries can promote Teen
Tech Week (March 6–12) with online
resources offered by YALSA. A sample press
release, tips for creating a press release,
sample PSAs, sample letters to the editor, a
sample proclamation, tips on using the TTW logo, and downloadable
audio PSAs featuring Tom Kenny (the voice of SpongeBob
SquarePants) are all available on the Teen Tech Week website....
Public Information Office, Feb. 1

Reluctant Readers preconference
Reluctant YA readers are everywhere—except maybe in your library.
Join YALSA on June 23 in New Orleans for “Give Them What They
Want: Reaching Reluctant Readers” and find out how to turn reluctant
readers into active readers who know your library inside and out. YA
authors Walter Dean Myers, Julie Halpern, and Chris Grabenstein will
describe how their work speaks to today’s teens....
YALSA, Feb. 1

YALSA Webinars-on-Demand
Looking for guidance into the latest topics in teen services? Look no
further than YALSA’s Webinars-on-Demand. Previously recorded
webinars, led by content experts selected by YALSA, are available
online for $19 each (select webinars available as a series of three for
$49). Webinars-on-Demand are available for purchase two months
after the webinar takes place. Once purchased, you can view the
webinar immediately....
YALSA, Jan. 31

2011 Literary Tastes Breakfast
All book lovers and adult readers are invited to celebrate the best
writing and most outstanding authors of 2011 at the Literary Tastes
Breakfast, an ALA Annual Conference tradition hosted by RUSA. The
June 26 breakfast features authors from RUSA’s literary book award
selections. Registration is available at the Annual Conference
website....
RUSA, Feb. 1

Visit the de Grummond Collection at
Annual Conference
If you plan on attending ALA Annual Conference in
New Orleans, take this opportunity to visit the de
Grummond Children’s Literature Collection on the
campus of the University of Southern Mississippi in Hattiesburg on
June 24. Organized by Ellen Ruffin and the ALSC Special Collections
and Bechtel Fellowship Committee, the tour will provide a unique look
into an astounding collection....
ALSC, Jan. 28

Round Table News

collection acquired
some 32,000 medical
volumes of the 15th–
18th centuries. The
manuscript collection
includes the Edwin
Smith Papyrus, an
Egyptian work on
surgery written in
1700 B.C.; and the
1363 Chirurgia magna
of Guy de Chauliac.
The historical
collections were
established in 1928
with the purchase of
the Edward Clark
Streeter collection.

This AL Direct feature
showcases 250 libraries
around the world that are
notable for their exquisite
architecture, historic
collections, and innovative
services. If you find yourself
on vacation near one of
them, be sure to stop by for
a visit. The entire list will be
available in The Whole
Library Handbook 5, edited
by George M. Eberhart, which
is scheduled for publication in
2011 by ALA Editions.

Hope for America Exhibit at
Library of Congress:
Performers, Politicians, and
Pop Culture 
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Name change for GLBTRT
The new name of a round table contains more than a minor
grammatical change—it carries wide implications for GLBT
communities. The Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgendered Round
Table is now the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender Round
Table, to reflect the preferred terminology of the transgender
community. The name change was approved during the ALA Midwinter
Meeting in San Diego....
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender Round Table, Feb. 1

IRRT supports Spectrum
The International Relations Round Table has announced its support of
the Spectrum Scholarship Program through a gift to the Spectrum
Presidential Initiative....
Spectrum Initiative, Jan. 31

Awards

Mandel wins 2011 Hugh C. Atkinson
Award
Carol A. Mandel (right), dean of the division of
libraries at New York University, has been named the
2011 winner of the Hugh C. Atkinson Memorial Award.
She will receive a cash award and citation June 26 at
the ALCTS awards program at the ALA Annual
Conference in New Orleans. The citation calls her a
“pioneer in developing user-centered service models for both the
physical and the virtual library.”...
ALCTS, Feb. 1

ALSC Distinguished Service Award
Dudley Carlson (right) is the 2011 recipient of the
ALSC Distinguished Service Award. The award honors
an individual who has made significant contributions to
library service to children and to the division. As a
member, chair, and advisor to numerous book award
and evaluation committees, Carlson has “provided
guidance through reasoned thought and deep
expertise.”...
ALSC, Jan. 31

Nominations sought for Patterson Copyright Award
The Office for Information Technology Policy is calling for nominations
for the 2011 L. Ray Patterson Copyright Award. This annual award
honors individuals or groups who embody the spirit of the U.S.
copyright law as voiced by the framers of our Constitution: “to
advance the knowledge of science and useful arts.” Send letters of
nomination to Carrie Russell by March 15....
Office for Information Technology Policy, Jan. 31

2011 Loleta D. Fyan Grant winners
Mary Mann and Terry O’Connor, in partnership with the Lac du
Flambeau (Wis.) Public Library, have been awarded the $5,000 Loleta
D. Fyan Grant for a proposal entitled “Revitalizing Libraries in Indian
Country: The Lac du Flambeau Ojibwe Research Center.” The project

Small Businesses Spread
the Word @ your library 

Donna Seaman Interviews
Nancy Goldstein (Jackie
Ormes: The First African
American Woman
Cartoonist) 

Lauren Myracle: Free to
Read (video)

Classic Film for Family
Movie Night: Alfred
Hitchcock’s North by
Northwest 

Going to School @ your
library

Your Local Networking Hub
is @ your library

 Join Us on Facebook

Subscribe to our 
Newsletter

Career Leads
from

http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/glbtrt-updates-name-changes-transgendered-transgender
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/glbtrt-updates-name-changes-transgendered-transgender
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/international-relations-round-table-supports-spectrum-presidential-initiative
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/carol-mandel-wins-2011-hugh-c-atkinson-award
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/carol-mandel-wins-2011-hugh-c-atkinson-award
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/carol-mandel-wins-2011-hugh-c-atkinson-award
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/alsc-names-carlson-distinguished-service-award-winner
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/alsc-names-carlson-distinguished-service-award-winner
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/ala-seeks-nominations-2011-l-ray-patterson-copyright-award
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/ala-seeks-nominations-2011-l-ray-patterson-copyright-award
mailto:crussell@alawash.org
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/winner-2011-loleta-d-fyan-grant-announced
http://atyourlibrary.org/small-businesses-spread-word-your-library
http://atyourlibrary.org/small-businesses-spread-word-your-library
http://atyourlibrary.org/donna-seaman-interviews-nancy-goldstein
http://atyourlibrary.org/donna-seaman-interviews-nancy-goldstein
http://atyourlibrary.org/donna-seaman-interviews-nancy-goldstein
http://atyourlibrary.org/donna-seaman-interviews-nancy-goldstein
http://atyourlibrary.org/donna-seaman-interviews-nancy-goldstein
http://atyourlibrary.org/top-young-adult-author-shares-her-love-libraries
http://atyourlibrary.org/top-young-adult-author-shares-her-love-libraries
http://atyourlibrary.org/classic-film-family-movie-night-alfred-hitchcock%E2%80%99s-north-northwest
http://atyourlibrary.org/classic-film-family-movie-night-alfred-hitchcock%E2%80%99s-north-northwest
http://atyourlibrary.org/classic-film-family-movie-night-alfred-hitchcock%E2%80%99s-north-northwest
http://atyourlibrary.org/classic-film-family-movie-night-alfred-hitchcock%E2%80%99s-north-northwest
http://atyourlibrary.org/going-school-library
http://atyourlibrary.org/going-school-library
http://atyourlibrary.org/your-local-networking-hub-library
http://atyourlibrary.org/your-local-networking-hub-library
http://www.facebook.com/pages/-your-library/106224057726
http://www.facebook.com/pages/-your-library/106224057726
http://atyourlibrary.org/newsletter/subscriptions
http://atyourlibrary.org/newsletter/subscriptions
http://ala.informz.net/ala/archives/archive_1212744.html


AL Direct, February 2, 2011

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2011/february/020211-2.htm[7/17/2014 3:29:03 PM]

team will create a research space in the library to provide extensive
multimedia sources on local, regional, and national Native American
culture....
Office for Research and Statistics, Jan. 31

Two receive YALSA Baker & Taylor Conference
Grants
YALSA has awarded its 2011 Baker & Taylor Conference Grants to
Yvonne Miller and Sarah Wethern. Each will receive up to $1,000 to
attend the ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans, June 23–28. Miller
has been a teacher/librarian at Sagewood Middle School in Parker,
Colorado, since 2004, and Wethern is teen services librarian for the
Pueblo City-County (Colo.) Library District....
YALSA, Feb. 1

Apply for the Gordon M. Conable Conference
Scholarship
The Freedom to Read Foundation is accepting applications for the
2011 Gordon M. Conable Conference Scholarship, which will enable a
library school student or new professional to attend ALA’s 2011
Annual Conference, held June 23–28 in New Orleans. The recipient is
expected to attend FTRF and other intellectual freedom meetings and
programs, consult with a mentor or board member, and present a
report about the experience. The deadline to apply is April 8....
Office for Intellectual Freedom, Jan. 31

Brewster Kahle receives Zoia Horn Intellectual
Freedom Award
Internet activist Brewster Kahle received the Zoia Horn Intellectual
Freedom Award December 17 for successfully challenging a National
Security Letter issued by the FBI that demanded personal information
about a user of the Internet Archive’s site. The award honors
California librarian Zoia Horn, who in 1972 chose to serve time in jail
rather than betray confidential information....
Internet Archive Blogs, Jan. 4

Fourth Annual Black Quill Awards
Dark Scribe Magazine has announced the winners of its
4th Annual Black Quill Awards to honor works of
horror, suspense, and thrillers from both mainstream
and small press publishers. The Dark Genre Novel of
the Year went to Peter Straub for A Dark Matter
(Doubleday). The Best Dark Genre Book of Nonfiction
was Thomas Ligotti’s The Conspiracy against the
Human Race (Hippocampus)....
Dark Scribe Magazine, Jan. 31

Seen Online

Bypassing Egypt’s media
restrictions
Google, in response to the internet
blockade in Egypt, created a way to post

Director, Office for
Research and
Statistics, American
Library Association,
Chicago. This position
provides leadership and
expert advice to ALA
members and staff and
the public on all
matters related to
research and statistics
about libraries and
librarians; represents
the Association to
federal and state
agencies on these
issues; and initiates
projects needed to
expand the knowledge
base of the field
through research and
the collection of useful
statistics. The Director
applies for grant funded
research initiatives and
provides management
of funded projects;
provides liaison services
with off-site
researchers,
committees and
agencies that collect
statistics (e.g., National
Center for Education
Statistics, Association
of Research Libraries);
and provides support to
several membership
units and
committees....

@ More jobs...
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of the Week

http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/miller-wethern-receive-yalsa-s-2011-baker-taylor-conference-grants
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/miller-wethern-receive-yalsa-s-2011-baker-taylor-conference-grants
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/applications-open-2011-gordon-m-conable-conference-scholarship-sponsored-ftrf
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/applications-open-2011-gordon-m-conable-conference-scholarship-sponsored-ftrf
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/applications-open-2011-gordon-m-conable-conference-scholarship-sponsored-ftrf
http://www.ala.org/ala/aboutala/offices/oif/oifprograms/ifawards/conablescholarship/conable.cfm
http://blog.archive.org/2011/01/04/brewster-kahle-receives-the-zoia-horn-intellectual-freedom-award/
http://blog.archive.org/2011/01/04/brewster-kahle-receives-the-zoia-horn-intellectual-freedom-award/
http://www.darkscribemagazine.com/winners-of-the-4th-annual-blac/
http://www.darkscribemagazine.com/winners-of-the-4th-annual-blac/
http://ala.informz.net/ala/archives/archive_1212744.html
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2011/02/google-unveils-webfree-tweeting-egypt/
http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2011/02/google-unveils-webfree-tweeting-egypt/
http://joblist.ala.org/modules/jobseeker/Director-Office-for-Research-and-Statistics/16521.cfm
http://joblist.ala.org/modules/jobseeker/Director-Office-for-Research-and-Statistics/16521.cfm
http://joblist.ala.org/modules/jobseeker/Director-Office-for-Research-and-Statistics/16521.cfm
http://www.facebook.com/pages/ALA-JobLIST/47377008761
http://twitter.com/ALA_JobLIST
http://joblist.ala.org/


AL Direct, February 2, 2011

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2011/february/020211-2.htm[7/17/2014 3:29:03 PM]

messages to microblogging service Twitter
by leaving a message at any of three
telephone numbers. Voicemail messages at
those numbers are instantly converted into text messages, referred to
as tweets, and posted at Twitter with an identifying hashtag of
#egypt. Watch the BBC News report (1:50)....
Agence France-Presse, Feb. 1; BBC News, Feb. 1

Enfield embarrasses Connecticut
MariAn Gail Brown writes: “The town of Enfield, Connecticut, forced its
public library to abandon a January screening of Michael Moore’s
documentary Sicko. Mayor Scott Kaupin said the film was a ‘poor
choice’ and that if the library didn’t reconsider, it would face
‘repercussions’ at budget time. If that doesn’t sound like a threat, a
shot across the bow, and an assault on our freedom of speech, I
don’t know what does.” ALA President Roberta Stevens commended
town officials for reversing their action and allowing the library to
“move forward with a program intended to generate thought and
discussion.”...
Bridgeport Connecticut Post, Jan. 27; Public Information Office, Jan. 28

Challenger astronaut’s legacy
honored
In 1959, when Ronald McNair was just 9
years old, he made a scene at the Lake
City (S.C.) Public Library. Residents
watched as the African-American boy
walked to the counter and attempted to
check out books on advanced science and
calculus. The librarian refused to release them and said, “We don’t
circulate books to Negroes.” On January 29, the former library
building was renamed the Dr. Ronald E. McNair Life History Center, a
museum showcasing his life....
ABC News, Jan. 29; WBTW-TV, Pee Dee, S.C., Jan. 29

Reader privacy fight resumes in Congress
Just four weeks before controversial portions of the USA Patriot Act
are set to expire on February 28, Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.)
reintroduced a reauthorization bill that would restore protections for
reader privacy that were eliminated by the Patriot Act in 2001. It
provides important safeguards for library records, limiting FBI
searches to the records of people who are “agents of a foreign
power,” including suspected terrorists and people known to them. The
Campaign for Reader Privacy supports S. 193, the USA Patriot Act
Sunset Extension Act of 2011, as an important step forward....
Association of American Publishers, Jan. 31

First U.S. map purchased for record
price
The first map of the United States, created in
1784, has been purchased for the record price
of $1.8 million by Washington philanthropist
David M. Rubenstein, who is lending it to the
Library of Congress. The Abel Buell map, named
after the Connecticut cartographer who created
it, has been a missing link in the library’s vast collection of maps.

La Biblioteca
Valenciana Digital
contains such
materials as
incunabula,
manuscripts, books of
local customs and
manners, Valencian
literary classics,
historical monographs,
and regional law
treatises. In order to
provide a wide
diffusion for the rich
bibliographical heritage
of Valencia, Spain, in
2002, the Generalitat
of the Valencian
Community, through
the Valencian Library,
began a digitization
project. Since then,
this project has
embraced the most
relevant and
significant Valencian
works, both literary
and scientific, as well
as works that have
been considered of
greater interest for
scientific research
development on the
autonomous region’s
bibliographical and
cultural heritage.

Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site.

Public
Perception 
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http://bivaldioai.gva.es/en/cms/elemento.cmd?id=estaticos%2Fpaginas%2Finicio.html
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Rubenstein bought the map at an auction at Christie’s in December....
Washington Post, Jan. 30

Why librarians are essential
Sara Stevenson writes: “Though 74 librarians in Austin, Texas, were
slated to lose their jobs, the superintendent and board agreed to
spare 52 elementary school librarians on January 24. Librarians who
serve middle and high school students were thrown under the bus.
The Texas Association of School Boards recommends that librarians
share schools. If one librarian divides time between three schools,
students are deprived of a professional librarian’s services for two-
thirds of the school year. When you cut librarians, you cut teachers.
We are not support staff.”...
Austin (Tex.) American-Statesman, Jan. 26

Betty Franklin: A retrospective
Larry Harnisch writes: “This is Elizabeth C. Franklin, or
Miss Franklin to those of us who worked for her. It
wasn’t until she loaned me her precious Film Index of
1941 with her name written inside that I learned she
had once been Betty Franklin. A bit testy and difficult
as a boss, but I got to know her after she retired and
discovered that despite the gruff façade, she was
really sweet.”...
Los Angeles Times: The Daily Mirror, Feb. 1

Librarian on Jeopardy!
One month after appearing on the popular
television game show Jeopardy!, Kate Palladino
(right) was awaiting her $2,000 check for coming
in second place. Palladino is librarian at the
Gwynedd-Mercy Academy Elementary School in
Spring House, Pennsylvania. She was the only
contestant to get the Final Jeopardy question
correct when the show aired December 8....
Chestnut Hill (Pa.) Local, Jan. 26

New Queens branch to feature
distinctive, free-form windows
When the Queens (N.Y.) Library trustees
approved the design of the new Hunters Point
community branch in January, it was a well-
deserved and long overdue breakthrough for
New York architect Steven Holl. Scheduled to
begin construction early next year, the branch will have giant, free-
form windows carved out of an 80-foot-tall rectangular façade of
rough aluminum that will make it an instantly recognizable
landmark....
New York Times, Jan. 30

Redding library dispute may go to court
Two groups are threatening to sue the city of Redding, California, if it
goes ahead with a proposed policy that restricts speech outside the
main public library. The North State Tea Party Alliance and the
American Civil Liberties Union of Northern California have called the
city’s effort to regulate leafleting, pamphleteering, and other literature
distribution around the library entrance unconstitutional. The Shasta
Public Libraries Citizens Advisory Committee is scheduled to consider
the proposed pamphleteering policy on March 2....
Redding (Calif.) Record Searchlight, Jan. 28, Feb. 2

How the World 
Sees Us

“Market
fundamentalism, this
madness that’s
infected the human
race, is like a greedy
ghost that haunts
the boardrooms and
council chambers
and committee
rooms from which
the world is run
these days. The
greedy ghost
understands profit
all right. But that’s
all. What he doesn’t
understand are
enterprises that
don’t make a profit,
because they’re set
up to do something
different. He doesn’t
understand libraries
at all, for instance.
That branch—how
much money did it
make last year? Why
aren’t you charging
higher fines? Why
don’t you charge for
everything?”

—Author Philip Pullman,
commenting on the
threatened closure of
hundreds of libraries in the
United Kingdom, The
Guardian (U.K.), Jan. 28.

@ More quotes...
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Australian Library and
Information
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Former librarian who sent death threats
sentenced
An Aurora, Colorado, man who pleaded guilty to
sending threatening letters and bags of white powder
to President Barack Obama and other politicians was
sentenced to six years in federal prison January 28. Jay
DeVaughn (right), former director of library services at
the Community College of Aurora, has been diagnosed
as having bipolar disorder. He >will also undergo mental health
treatment for the three years he will be under court supervision after
he is released from prison....
Reuters, Jan. 28

No cell tower at Carol Stream library
A 90-foot cell phone tower won’t be going up on Carol Stream (Ill.)
Public Library property due to residents’ concerns about health effects
and aesthetics. The library’s board of trustees voted 4–0 January 26
to reject an offer from T-Mobile, which wanted to install a tower on
property the library owns. The deal was initially considered because of
an estimate that the library could bring in around $1,500 a month for
leasing part of its property for the cell tower.... 
Arlington Heights (Ill.) Daily Herald, Jan. 26

Bookdrop condiment vandal sentenced
Joy L. Cassidy was sentenced January 28 to serve at least 27 days in
jail after she pleaded guilty to misdemeanor malicious injury to
property. When she was arrested in June 2010 after dumping syrup,
ketchup, and mayonnaise into the bookdrop at the Ada Community
Library in Boise, Idaho, many wondered what her motive was. It came
out in court that Cassidy, 75, was retaliating for being banned from
the library in 2007 because of conflicts she’d had with the staff and
other patrons....
Boise Idaho Statesman, Jan. 29

Green Bay and Pittsburgh libraries wager
books
The director of the Brown County (Wis.) Library is once
again betting with her counterpart in connection with
the Green Bay Packers, this time on the Super Bowl
outcome on February 6. A friendly wager has been set
up between Brown County Library Director Lynn
Stainbrook and Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh Director
Barbara Mistek. Stainbrook has offered the Carnegie
library a collection of tongue-in-cheek books should the
Pittsburgh Steelers win....
WFRV-TV, Green Bay, Wis., Feb. 2

Tunisia ends era of censorship
The crowds outside the Al Kitab bookshop in
Tunis are staring at a selection of newly arrived
titles under the heading Livres interdits, a
selection of books banned under the regime of
deposed President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali and
now freely available for the first time. Al Kitab
is still awaiting delivery of its first order of
banned books from Europe. Under Ben Ali’s rule, booksellers required
a visa from the interior ministry for every work they wanted to
import, and the process could take several months....
Irish Times (Dublin), Jan. 27; A Tunisian Girl, Jan. 22

Conference, Sydney,
Feb. 1–3, at:
#aliaioc

Ontario Library
Association, Super
Conference, Toronto,
Feb. 2–5, at:
#sc2011

Save Our Libraries
Day, Feb. 5, at:
#savelibraries

Music Library
Association, Annual
Meeting, Philadelphia,
Feb. 9–12, at:
#musiclib11

American Libraries
news stories, videos,
tweets, and blog posts
at: 
amlibraries

Calendar

Feb. 5:
CILIP Save Our
Libraries Day. Tweet
why you love libraries
using #savelibraries.

Feb. 20:
Polish American
Librarians
Association, Annual
Meeting and Open
House, Polish Museum
of America, 984 N.
Milwaukee Ave.,
Chicago.

Feb. 22:
Go Green @ your
Illinois library.
Webinar to help
libraries develop and
lead green community
projects and measure
their impact. Also open
to libraries outside
Illinois.

Mar. 3–5:
Society of Early
Americanists, 7th
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National Library of Sweden grapples with child
pornography
Sweden’s National Library is seeking guidance from the government
after determining that a portion of its magazine collection features
child pornography. The library determined that it owned 21 illegal
titles, after an investigation prompted by a 2008 complaint that it was
in violation of laws prohibiting the possession and distribution of such
materials. The library sent a memo to the Ministry of Education and
Research over whether and how the titles should be managed....
The Local (Stockholm), Jan. 28

Go back to the Top

Tech Talk
Mobile library sites on a zero budget
Tiffini Travis writes: “While I have a great academic technology
department at my institution, they do not have the time or personnel
to experiment with emerging technologies, especially if the need is
not a priority of the organization. As a result, I often experiment with
low-cost alternatives and propose more formal changes once I have
evidence of success. This is how I began playing around with low-cost
mobile site alternatives.”...
Tiffinianne’s Blog, Jan. 22

7 things the Verizon iPhone
doesn’t have
Jessica Dolcourt writes: “By now the
Verizon iPhone is well-steeped in a potent
mystique brewed of anticipation for an
additional carrier on the one hand and a
bitter distaste for AT&T’s coverage
shortfalls on the other. On February 3, the
Verizon-powered iPhone lands in the hands of existing Verizon
subscribers and then will open up to new customers next week. But
there is plenty that Verizon’s iPhone 4 lacks on its newfound carrier.”
Watch the video (7:54)....
CNET Reviews, Feb. 2; PC Magazine, Feb. 2; YouTube, Jan. 31

First impressions of the Android
Honeycomb
Jason Kincaid writes: “Google held an event
February 2 to showcase Android 3.0,
codenamed Honeycomb, the new version of
its mobile OS that is focused on tablets. The
team showed off some of Honeycomb’s slickest features, like widgets
and an improved 3D rendering engine. Here are some of the features
and apps that stood out—also be sure to check out the video (5:17)
to see some of these in action.”...
TechCrunch, Feb. 2

For your files, lots of room in the
cloud
John Biggs writes: “File-hosting services allow
documents, images, and files to be stored on distant servers rather
than on a PC. They are a great method for backing up important files
off-site, and they allow regularly used files to be shared with
coworkers. The services also let you share a public link to a document

Biennial Conference,
Sheraton Society Hill
Hotel, Philadelphia.

Mar. 16–17:
25th Annual National
Archives
Preservation
Conference, Marriott
Inn and Conference
Center, University of
Maryland University
College, Adelphi,
Maryland.

Apr. 1–2:
New England
Archivists, Spring
Meeting, Pembroke
Center, Brown
University, Providence,
Rhode Island.

Apr. 2:
International
Children’s Book Day.
This year the host
country is Estonia.

Apr. 22:
Theatre Library
Association
Symposium III,
Bruno Walter
Auditorium, New York
Public Library for the
Performing Arts,
Lincoln Center.
“Holding Up the Mirror:
Authenticity and
Adaptation in
Shakespeare Today.”

@ More...

Contact Us
American Libraries
Direct

AL Direct is a free electronic
newsletter emailed every
Wednesday to personal
members of the American
Library Association and
subscribers.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cV84FW4YQEU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?&v=p4mbz_bzPls
https://www.dropbox.com/
http://www.thelocal.se/31692/20110128/
http://www.thelocal.se/31692/20110128/
http://www.thelocal.se/31692/20110128/
http://tiffinianne.wordpress.com/2011/01/22/8/
http://tiffinianne.wordpress.com/2011/01/22/8/
http://reviews.cnet.com/8301-19512_7-20030117-233.html
http://reviews.cnet.com/8301-19512_7-20030117-233.html
http://reviews.cnet.com/8301-19512_7-20030117-233.html
http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,2378939,00.asp
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cV84FW4YQEU
http://techcrunch.com/2011/02/02/android-honeycomb-ipad/
http://techcrunch.com/2011/02/02/android-honeycomb-ipad/
http://techcrunch.com/2011/02/02/android-honeycomb-ipad/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?&v=p4mbz_bzPls
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/01/27/technology/personaltech/27basics.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/01/27/technology/personaltech/27basics.html
http://www.archives.gov/preservation/conferences/2011/
http://www.archives.gov/preservation/conferences/2011/
http://www.archives.gov/preservation/conferences/2011/
http://www.archives.gov/preservation/conferences/2011/
http://www.newenglandarchivists.org/meetings/meetings.html
http://www.newenglandarchivists.org/meetings/meetings.html
http://www.usbby.org/icbd.htm
http://www.usbby.org/icbd.htm
http://www.tla-online.org/events/symposiumthree/index.html
http://www.tla-online.org/events/symposiumthree/index.html
http://www.tla-online.org/events/symposiumthree/index.html
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/calendar
http://www.ala.org/
http://www.ala.org/


AL Direct, February 2, 2011

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2011/february/020211-2.htm[7/17/2014 3:29:03 PM]

or folder with anyone. Here is a look at a few popular file-hosting
services.”...
New York Times: Personal Tech, Jan. 26

10 Twitter features you might be missing
Aliza Sherman writes: “Twitter has become a useful communications
tool for everything from breaking news to emergency dispatches to
business conversations. Most of us tend to use only a few of the
features Twitter offers. However, the Twitter website is rich with
features that may not be easily accessible (or even available) via
other tools. Here are a few features that you might be missing out on
that can be found on the Twitter website.”...
GigaOm, Feb. 2

Facebook chat in nine different
languages
A new mobile application called SpeechTrans will
soon allow Facebook users to be able to chat with
each other in up to nine different languages, with
automatic translations. Available for the iPhone or
the iPad, the application uses advanced multilingual
speech and text recognition software. Users can either type or speak
their words into their device, and SpeechTrans will automatically
translate the phrase into the destination in both text and speech....
All Facebook, Jan. 31

The great screen protector
debate
Virginia Heffernan writes: “You never know
what will hit a nerve with technophiles. The
screen protector—a filmy, staticky sheet
that covers the screen of a tablet or
smartphone—would seem to be a fairly noncontroversial accessory.
But people who love their smartphones and tablets are divided over
it. The screen protectors, manufactured by companies like Zagg and
Splash, really bring out the emotions in gadget fans, especially those
of ardent devotees of a certain hallowed tech company based in
Cupertino, California.”...
New York Times Magazine, Jan. 28

Publishing
Apps customize reading on the web
A handful of web services and applications are starting to make it
easier for people to read web articles how, when, and where they
want. Readability is one of many services experimenting with the
future of reading. A wave of applications, including Pulse, Flipboard,
and My Taptu, are responding to changes in how people prefer to
read on the web, putting articles and blog posts into cleaner or more
attractive visual displays....
New York Times, Jan. 31

All Icelandic literature to go online?
Brewster Kahle (right) writes: “Þorsteinn
Hallgrímsson, formerly of the National Library of
Iceland, had a big idea: Digitize all Icelandic
literature up to the current day and make it
available to everyone interested in reading it. The
Internet Archive was eager to be a part of this
bold vision. The total literature of Iceland is less than 50,000 books,
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which is easily scannable in two years. National Librarian Ingibjörg
Steinunn Sverrisdóttir (left) has offered to administer the project.”...
Internet Archive Blogs, Jan. 29

Scotland’s first lending library
publishes its first book
The Library of Innerpeffray is Scotland’s first free
public lending library, founded by David
Drummond, 3rd Lord Madertie, in 1680. Today,
Innerpeffray is off the beaten track, but at the
time it was very accessible, serving the farms
and estates of Strathearn and Strathallan in
central Scotland. In 2010, the library published The First Light, a story
of the library’s development, set against the historical context of
Scotland itself, from the 16th to the 21st centuries....
I Love Libraries

Repurposed books: Pinhole
cameras
Elizabeth C. writes: “Etsy seller Engrained,
based in Seattle, has repurposed old hardcover
books into real, working pinhole cameras. The
books finished so far and currently for sale
include The Man of the Forest by Zane Grey,
Peveril of the Peak by Sir Walter Scott, Claudia: The Story of a
Marriage by Rose Franken (above), Swiss Family Robinson by Johann
David Wyss, and a copy of the Harvard Classic Collection’s
Marlowe/Shakespeare.”...
Reading Copy Book Blog, Feb. 2

Actions & Answers

Gale’s Librarian Superhero contest
Are you or someone you know a librarian
superhero? Gale wants to hear about it. Four
librarians will be selected from your
submissions and turned into cartoon
superheros. Winners will be featured on a
metal lunch box and unveiled at ALA Annual
Conference in New Orleans, June 23–28. The
full contest rules are here. The deadline for submissions is February
28....
Gale: Are You a Librarian Superhero?

Save Libraries retro posters
Phil Bradley writes: “If you follow me on Twitter,
Facebook, or Flickr you’ll have seen that I’ve been
busy recently doing some work with posters for the
#savelibraries campaign. I love looking through old
posters, advertisements, and bill stickers, and I got
to thinking, I wonder what the Save Libraries
campaign would look like through the medium of
some of those old posters?”...
Phil Bradley’s Weblog, Jan. 30

Librarians, content farms, and
search
Stephen Abram writes: “I’ve been on a tear
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lately on the topic of content farms. I meet too many information
professionals, educators, and normal searchers who are unaware of
this web content provider and its business model. It is not inherently
evil, but all information professionals and librarians should be aware
of the influential role content spam and sponsored content plays in
consumer search. Of course, it plays almost no role in searching
OPACs, repositories, or professional and licensed databases. Here are
some links.”...
Stephen’s Lighthouse, Jan. 29

One schema to rule them all
Dorothea Salo writes: “I wish folks would understand that there is no
single metadata schema that works for every kind of data in every
form in every situation. If you’re building a data repository, intending
to store many kinds of data from many disciplines, it had better have
a metadata model that accommodates many different vocabularies.
Bill Hooker promptly stepped up to the plate with the following
dictum.”...
Book of Trogool, Jan. 31

Explore museums with Google Art
Project
Amit Sood writes: “The new Google Art Project puts
more than 1,000 works of art at your fingertips, in
extraordinary detail. You’ll find a selection of super
high-resolution images of famous works of art as
well as more than a thousand other images by
more than 400 artists—all in one place. And with
Street View technology, you can take a virtual tour
inside 17 of the world’s most acclaimed art museums. You can dive
into brushstroke-level detail, explore inside the museums, and create
your own collection.” Watch the video (1:00)....
The Official Google Blog, Feb. 1; YouTube, Jan. 28

NYPL completes three-year
restoration project
The New York Public Library has just
completed a three-year, $50-million
restoration and preservation of the landmark
Stephen A. Schwarzman Building on 42nd
Street, which has stood as an impressive symbol of opportunity and
access for the people of New York City and the world for a century.
The unveiling of the newly restored façade represents the start of a
year-long celebration in the building’s honor....
New York Public Library, Feb. 2

$2.68 is a bargain
Jamie LaRue writes: “Last year I gave a series of talks. They all
started with questions. How many people had internet access at
home? Nearly everyone did. Then I asked how much people spent per
month, per household, for the service. The answers started at a low
of $30 a month, up to about $80. Then I asked the kicker: So what
do you think the average American household spends per month for
public libraries? The answer, based on national data, is this:
Households pay an average of $2.68 per month for their public
libraries.”...
LaRue’s Views, Feb. 3

Gaming for children with special
needs
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Allen McGinley writes: “What are you going to do
in 2011 to enhance gaming services in your
community? One suggestion is to expand your
programs to a new audience, and there is none
better than children with special needs. On the
how and why of gaming for children with special
needs, see ‘Rated E for Everyone.’ Then come
back and check out this list of game recommendations by Peggy
Wong and get a program started for this frequently underserved
audience.”...
8bitlibrary.com, Jan. 24; School Library Journal, Dec. 1

Emergency tips for bookmobile
librarians
Pattie Johnson writes: “For bookmobile and
outreach librarians, emergencies can be as
varied as a sick child, flat tires, high winds,
or icy roads. Having a plan for common
situations, as well as those that are unexpected, can limit the
uncertainty and chaos. The most important aspect of any emergency
plan is a staff that is aware of the potential emergencies and trained
in how to react, whether the situation is a natural emergency or an
unexpected event.”...
OLOS Columns, Jan. 28

The world’s most valuable
library postal card
Larry Nix writes: “During World War I the
price of U.S. government–issued postal
cards was increased from one cent to two
cents to help fund the war. Cards issued for
international use were already priced at two
cents. After the war, domestic postal cards were overwritten to
indicate the return to the lower rate. But the postmaster of Long
Beach, California, inadvertently reduced the two-cent international
cards to the one-cent rate. Two of the three extant cards are notices
mailed from the Long Beach Public Library. One recently sold at
auction for $95,000.”...
Library History Buff Blog, Jan. 31

Choudhury discusses new NSF data-
sharing rules
Marc Parry writes: “On January 18, a significant change
went into effect at the National Science Foundation:
The agency will now require researchers to submit
data-management plans with their grant proposals.
Open government advocates have hailed the change.
We sat down with Sayeed Choudhury, associate dean of
university libraries at Johns Hopkins University, to get his take on
what the move means for science.”...
Chronicle of Higher Education: Wired Campus, Jan. 28

An explanation of the Costco v. Omega decision
The Library Copyright Alliance released on January 31 “The Impact of
the Supreme Court’s Decision in Costco v. Omega on Libraries” (PDF
file). Prepared by Jonathan Band, this concise, informative paper
examines the much-discussed Costco v. Omega non-decision, which
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left in place a controversial 9th Circuit ruling that could have
significant consequences for library lending practices....
Association of Research Libraries, Jan. 31

Code of best practice in fair use for poetry
The Harriet Monroe Poetry Institute has worked with American
University’s Center for Social Media and its Washington College of Law
to create a Code of Best Practice in Fair Use for Poetry (PDF file).
Devised specifically by and for the poetry community, this best-
practice code serves as a guide to reasonable and appropriate uses of
copyrighted materials in new and old media....
Harriet Monroe Poetry Institute, Jan. 28

Let’s play librarian
Kim Young writes: “Here is how you can play
‘librarian’ with young children. Just grab some
books, double-sided tape, small envelopes,
index cards, a notepad, pen, and rubber
stamps. Put a piece of double-sided tape on the
front of the envelope and stick it to the inside
cover of a book. Place an index card in the
envelope. Now that I have my kids all trained, please do not tell them
that all of the books are really scanned and monitored by a computer
system in the library. They have too much fun with this!”...
No Time for Flash Cards, Jan. 27

UCLA acquires Bourbon family archive
The University of California, Los Angeles Library has
acquired the Bourbon del Monte di San Faustino
Family Archive, a comprehensive collection of
documents created between the 14th and 19th
centuries by, for, and about this prominent family,
one of the earliest aristocratic families in Italy.
Among the collection’s contents are civil and
ecclesiastical contracts, documents from lawsuits and
court cases, wills and post-mortem inventories, and
genealogies....
University of California, Los Angeles, Feb. 2

In any galaxy, librarians are awesome
Actor and author Wil Wheaton writes: “I want to take a moment and
say thank you to librarians, because it was a librarian who made me
fall in love with reading. I was a nerdy, shy, awkward kid who was
afraid the Cool Kids would tease me about reading, and I always felt
lost in the stacks. This librarian, though, reached out to me. She
asked me what sort of things I liked on TV and in the movies, and
recommended a few different books based on my answers, including
the first real SciFi book I can recall reading.” And so begins the
voyage of Star Trek: The Next Generation’s Wesley Crusher....
WWdn: In Exile, Jan. 28

British Library research: Perceptions of digital tools
As part of its ongoing discussion with users on how research is
changing and their expectations of the future role of libraries, the
British Library has released initial findings from the first interim report
of its exhibition “Growing Knowledge: The Evolution of Research.” The
findings show that visitors to the online exhibit are not only
interested in the initiative but also impressed that the library is
attempting to learn from and meet the needs of its researchers....
British Library, Feb. 2

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/foundation/poetryinstitute.html
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/downloads/FairUsePoetryBooklet_singlepg_2.pdf
http://www.notimeforflashcards.com/2011/01/pretendplaylibrarian.html
http://www.notimeforflashcards.com/2011/01/pretendplaylibrarian.html
http://newsroom.ucla.edu/portal/ucla/ucla-library-acquires-bourbon-191641.aspx
http://newsroom.ucla.edu/portal/ucla/ucla-library-acquires-bourbon-191641.aspx
http://wilwheaton.typepad.com/wwdnbackup/2011/01/librarians-are-awesome.html
http://pressandpolicy.bl.uk/content/Detail.aspx?ReleaseID=1185&NewsAreaID=2
http://www.growingknowledge.bl.uk/


AL Direct, February 2, 2011

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2011/february/020211-2.htm[7/17/2014 3:29:03 PM]

U.S. opens American Corner in Haiti
Nathalie Gardere writes: “Against all odds, we
inaugurated our first American Corner in Haiti
on January 20. We were planning to open it in
January 2010, but here in Haiti, the unexpected
has a habit of intruding and turning your world
upside down. But just like many other
organizations, the library world has stood as one with Haiti.
Institutions such as ALA, the Smithsonian, and the Digital Library of
the Caribbean have done much to help rebuild our libraries, and
donations for Haiti’s libraries have started to come in.”...
DipNote, Jan. 26

Stockholm University Library
A reporter takes you on a tour (in
English, 4:58) of the hidden treasures
and everyday services at Stockholm
University Library in Sweden, interviewing
both staff and students. In this segment,
he is shown the library’s copy of Galileo’s
Sidereus Nuncius (Venice, 1610) by Special Collections Librarian Clas-
Ove Strandberg....
YouTube, Feb. 2

Meet the Edmonton Public
Library staff
This promotional video (2:14) was part
of the Edmonton (Alberta) Public
Library’s successful rebranding campaign,
“Spread the Words,” which won one of
the LLAMA John Cotton Dana Library
Public Relations Awards in 2011. Its success was built on a strong
foundation of shared values, clear assessment, strategic marketing,
and a committed and enthusiastic library staff....
YouTube, Apr. 23, 2010

The CCA New Materials Resource
Center 
Jake Sollins, archivist of the New Materials
Resource Center at the California College of
the Arts in San Francisco, offers a video tour
(2:08) of the facility, which serves students in
interdisciplinary arts programs....
YouTube, Jan. 25

Help me, Ninja Librarian!
Ninja Librarian describes the resources
available in the library of the Art Institute of
Washington, in Arlington, Virginia. Written
and directed by Miyo Davis, this
promotional video (2:59) stars Chris Scott
as the Student and Luis Gonzalez as the
Ninja Librarian. “No ninjas were harmed in
the making of this film.”...
YouTube, Jan. 10, 2008

Don’t interrupt this guy
Freelance video creator Julian Smith
directed and starred in this video (2:26)
titled “I’m Reading a Book,” for which he
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also composed the music. The angry young
reader appears in a library “where they call
me a crook,” because “I never ever pay for
my library books.”...
YouTube, Jan. 18

Go back to the Top
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House casts shadow on sunsetting
provisions of Patriot Act
By a vote of 277–148 on February 8, the House
defeated reauthorization of the “library” provision
(Section 215) of the USA Patriot Act, due to expire
February 28, for the first time since its enactment
10 years ago. Backers of H.R. 514 had sought to
win passage by seeking a two-thirds majority vote,
but the measure lost as representatives broke
party loyalties. The ALA Washington Office has
gone on record opposing passage of H.R. 514,
arguing that it would “make no improvements to protect our civil
liberties, including the reader privacy rights.”...
American Libraries news, Feb. 9; District Dispatch, Feb. 8

Internet Librarian: Lost and found
Joseph Janes writes: “At dinner the other night
with friends, we learned that their eldest
daughter, a college sophomore, had had her
boyfriend visit for a few days over the holidays.
The visit went fine, or so it seemed, and then the
relationship ended, abruptly and unexpectedly.
The punch line was how my friend found out this had happened: The
boyfriend’s Facebook relationship status had been switched to ‘single.’
Today, it’s not only easier to get famous, it’s also harder not to be
known.”...
American Libraries column, Mar./Apr.

Will’s World: Approachable you
Will Manley writes: “I am not a behavioral
psychologist, but it seems to me the most
basic element of establishing a connection
with someone is making eye contact.
Unfortunately in today’s world, even our
most extroverted librarians are not making
eye contact with the people in their libraries.
Walk into any library at any time and you
will see the same sorry syndrome. Librarians
at public-service desks are not looking at the public, but at their
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computer screens. Nothing makes me angrier.”...
American Libraries column, Mar./Apr.

Becoming a librarian
Q. One of our library assistants has decided he’d like
to become a librarian. Where can I direct him for
more information, particularly for a list of library
schools? A. Information on becoming a librarian can
be found starting at ALA Education and Careers, which
leads to more in-depth information in the areas of
scholarships, careers in librarianship in general,
education, and employment resources. Also encourage
you staff member to explore ALA’s LibraryCareers.org
and its information on the educational requirements of the various
career paths....
AL: Ask the ALA Librarian, Feb. 9

ALA News

“Why I Need My Library”
contest: The video
Some teen volunteers and interns at
Charlotte Mecklenburg (N.C.) Library put
together this promotional video (1:06) for
the “Why I Need My Library” contest
announced at the Midwinter Meeting. The
contest, which runs through April 18, encourages teens ages 13–18 to
create original videos on why they think libraries are needed now
more than ever....
YouTube, Jan. 26

OITP to develop digital literacy portfolio
The ALA Office for Information Technology Policy is in the process of
developing a digital literacy portfolio. During Midwinter, OITP staff
began meeting with a range of ALA member groups to learn more
about current efforts and to help inform its portfolio development.
OITP also is in communication with the National Telecommunications
and Information Administration to help collect library content for a
proposed Digital Literacy Portal....
District Dispatch, Feb. 3

Apply to host “Manifold Greatness”
The Public Programs Office, the Folger Shakespeare
Library, and the National Endowment for the
Humanities invite public, academic, and special
libraries to apply to host “Manifold Greatness: The
Creation and Afterlife of the King James Bible,” a
traveling exhibition. Three copies of the exhibit will
travel to 40 libraries from fall of 2011 through winter
of 2013. Libraries must register their institution at
Grants.gov. Online applications must be completed
by April 5....
Public Programs Office, Feb. 8
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ALA Connect timeline
Jenny Levine writes: “Now that phase one of the Conference
Scheduler is done, we’ve taken a breath to evaluate where we’re at
and how we’ll finish the 2011 fiscal year on August 31. We need to
push back a few features to fiscal year 2012, due to unanticipated
projects that have suddenly come up as part of the ALA website’s
migration to a Drupal-based environment. Here is our seven-month
roadmap to finish the year.”...
ALA Connect, Feb. 8

Super Science program at
Pittsburgh
The Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh
recently developed “Super Science @
your library” using the Campaign for
America’s Libraries’ @ your library brand.
Developed for K–5 students, the program reaches out to children
through the library’s branches to expand on the science curricula
taught in the Pittsburgh Public Schools. It features 12 topic areas,
which have included topics like inventors, robots, recycling, and
wetland habitats....
Campaign for America’s Libraries, Feb. 8

Liven up storytimes with sign language
ALA Editions announces Liven Up Baby and Toddler
Storytimes with Sign Language with Kathy MacMillan, a
new workshop that will take place on March 23. Using
sign language during library storytimes is both a way to
communicate with babies and toddlers and to broaden
the appeal of storytimes by making them accessible to
deaf and hearing-impaired children and parents.
Registration for this workshop is available at the ALA Store....
ALA Editions, Feb. 8

The art of managing library volunteers
Volunteers are essential to a successful library
program—and at a time when deep budget cuts are
the norm, there are many libraries that depend on
their help. In the new second edition of Managing
Library Volunteers, published by ALA Editions, authors
Preston Driggers and Eileen Dumas completely
overhaul their classic work, presenting a top-to-
bottom toolkit for recruiting, interviewing, training,
supervising, and evaluating volunteers....
ALA Editions, Feb. 4

Staying afloat in the academic job pool
There has never been a more challenging time to find
a position as an academic librarian, especially for
those who have recently completed their library
education. In How to Stay Afloat in the Academic
Library Job Pool, published by ALA Editions, editor
Teresa Y. Neely and a crack team of experts present

ALA Annual Conference
in New Orleans, June 23–
28, 2011.

Did you miss Booklist
at the ALA Midwinter
Meeting? Here’s
another chance to get
the Booklist print
magazine for 50%
off. Use this special
link and save through
February. NEW! From
ALA Publishing.

New this week
in American

Libraries

http://connect.ala.org/node/130299
http://connect.ala.org/node/130299
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/super-science-your-library
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/super-science-your-library
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/super-science-your-library
http://www.carnegielibrary.org/research/parentseducators/educators/superscience/
http://www.carnegielibrary.org/research/parentseducators/educators/superscience/
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/learn-how-liven-baby-and-toddler-storytimes-sign-language-new-ala-editions-workshop
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/learn-how-liven-baby-and-toddler-storytimes-sign-language-new-ala-editions-workshop
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=3277
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=3277
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=3277
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/art-managing-library-volunteers
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/art-managing-library-volunteers
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=3069
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=3069
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/staying-afloat-academic-library-job-pool
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=3102
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=3102
http://ala-apa.org/certification/
http://www.alaannual.org/
http://www.alaannual.org/
https://secure2.palmcoastd.com/pub/blst/newSubs.asp?src=i1abmw&tr=18_19
https://secure2.palmcoastd.com/pub/blst/newSubs.asp?src=i1abmw&tr=18_19
https://secure2.palmcoastd.com/pub/blst/newSubs.asp?src=i1abmw&tr=18_19


AL Direct, February 9, 2011

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2011/february/020911-2.htm[7/17/2014 3:29:12 PM]

the information needed for smooth sailing. Job
hunters jumping into the job pool for the very first
time, as well as those back in the water after a dry
spell, will benefit from their collective wisdom....
ALA Editions, Feb. 8

Featured review: African-American
poetry 
Young, Kevin. Ardency: A Chronicle of the
Amistad Rebels. Feb. 2011. 256p. Knopf,
hardcover (978-0-307-26764-1).
Many elements converge in Young’s depthless
and transporting poetic inquiry into the signal
story of the Amistad rebels. Here is this much-
celebrated poet’s passion for music, teasing
wordplay, life-raft irony, and plunging insights into African-
American resistance to tyranny and oppression. In this tour de
force, the fruit of 20 years of research and creative effort,
Young looks to two helmsmen, Joseph Cinqué, the leader of
the slave-ship mutiny who tells his tale in a libretto titled
“Witness”; and, in a ravishing cycle of extended sonnets,
James Covey, a fellow North African who served as translator
for the jailed rebels once abolitionists rallied to their cause.
Young writes with electrifying insight and ringing concision....

Story behind the story
Donna Seaman writes: “‘I am
interested in a personal history,’
poet and scholar Kevin Young told
Booklist, ‘but also in the ways that history is always personal.’
We caught up with Young, who had been traveling during
winter break at Emory University in Atlanta, where he is the
Atticus Haygood Professor of Creative Writing and English and
curator of Literary Collections and the Raymond Danowski
Poetry Library. We were eager to speak with him about what
is clearly a watershed book, Ardency: A Chronicle of the
Amistad Rebels. Born in Lincoln, Nebraska, in 1970, Young
lived in Louisiana, went to high school in Kansas, attended
Harvard University, held a Wallace Stegner Fellowship at
Stanford, and received an MFA from Brown. His six previous
collections, each strikingly imaginative and provocative, include
Jelly Roll (2003), For the Confederate Dead (2007), and Dear
Darkness (2008), works that have earned him fellowships from
the Guggenheim Foundation, the National Endowment of the
Arts, and the MacDowell Colony. Young has been working on
Ardency for 20 years.”...

Internet Librarian

Will’s World

Perpetual Beta

Inside Scoop

Green Your Library

Ask the ALA
Librarian

Librarian’s Library

AL Focus

Great Libraries
of the World

Morgan Library and
Museum, New York
City. Established to
house the private
library of financier J.
P. Morgan in 1906, the
library was designed
by architect Charles
Follen McKim, who
took his inspiration
from the Villa Giulia in
Rome. Before it
became a public
institution in 1924, the
library was the place
where Morgan resolved
the financial Panic of
1907 by locking his
fellow bankers inside
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@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

Division News

ACRL 2011 Virtual Conference
registration opens
Registration is now open for the ACRL Virtual
Conference, which will be offered March 31–
April 1 during the division’s 2011 conference in Philadelphia. It will
provide academic and research librarians an affordable opportunity to
participate in conference activities online. The online conference
features 12 live webcasts and asynchronous activities. Registration
materials are now available on the ACRL website....
ACRL, Feb. 8

Advocacy and the academic library
The ACRL Advocacy Committee is sponsoring a series of conversations
titled “Advocacy and the Academic Library” this winter and spring.
This free series features interactive, online talks with leading voices in
advocating library value. All sessions will be held on the iLinc online
meeting platform. Session access and an iLinc system check are
available....
ACRL, Feb. 7

ALTAFF offers customizable
coupon booklets
ALTAFF is partnering with Entertainment
Publications to offer a coupon booklet
fundraiser to library Friends groups who
are group members of the division.
Friends can raise funds with their own
coupon booklet, customized with their library photo, logo, and name
on the front cover. Booklets feature 40 coupons specifically selected
for each local group. To get started creating a coupon booklet,
complete the online form....
ALTAFF, Feb. 8

Día’s new hashtag
Dan Rude writes: “Maybe you haven’t tweeted about
El día de los niños / El día de los libros (Día), but
when you do, we’re encouraging you to use our new
official Día hashtag, #dia11alsc. ALSC also wants to
remind you that Día is coming up. On April 30, Día
turns 15 years old. Help us celebrate and remember
to check out the Día page.”...
ALSC Blog, Feb. 8

Awards

Ridler receives ASCLA Cathleen Bourdon
Service Award
Elizabeth Ann Ridler, neighborhood library supervisor at
the Brooklyn (N.Y.) Public Library and longtime member
of ASCLA, is the 2011 recipient of the Cathleen Bourdon
Service Award. The award is presented to an ASCLA

and refusing to let
them leave until they
agreed on a rescue
plan. The library
continues its collection
focus on historical
manuscripts, early
printed books, Old
Master drawings and
prints, examples of
ancient writing,
important music
manuscripts, and early
children’s books. In
2010, the McKim
building underwent an
extensive restoration
of its interior spaces,
resulting in expanded
exhibition space.

New York Public
Library, Stephen A.
Schwarzman Building,
New York City. One of
four research libraries
in the library system,
the Main Branch at 5th
Avenue and 42nd
Street—with its two
iconic stone lions
sculpted by Edward
Clark Potter and
named Patience and
Fortitude by Mayor
Fiorella LaGuardia in
the 1930s—was
planned by its first
director, John Shaw
Billings, who wanted a
huge reading room
with seven floors of
bookstacks and a fast
system for getting
books into the hands
of readers. This new
New York Public
Library—primarily an
amalgamation of the
Astor and Lenox
libraries—instantly
became one of the
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personal member for exceptional service and sustained
leadership to the division....
ASCLA, Feb. 8

Queens wins 2011 ASCLA / KLAS / NOD
Award
ASCLA has selected the Queens Library Mail-A-Book
program with interactive programming for the
homebound as the winner of the 2011 ASCLA / KLAS /
NOD award, sponsored by Keystone Systems. The
award provides $1,000 to an innovative and well-organized project
that successfully developed or expanded services for people with
disabilities. The Queens Mail-A-Book program offers a wide range of
interactive programming for the homebound....
ASCLA, Feb. 8

ASCLA Exceptional Service Award
The Hennepin County (Minn.) Library Outreach
Services is the 2011 winner of the ASCLA
Exceptional Service Award. For 20 years, the
agency has provided innovative and outstanding
service to county residents who are unable to
visit and use the library due to age, illness,
disability, or incarceration. Its innovative
programming promotes the county’s initiative on aging, as well as
positive change in juvenile and adult offenders....
ASCLA, Feb. 8

Smart investing financial literacy
grants
RUSA and the Financial Industry Regulatory
Authority Investor Education Foundation have
announced $1.4 million in grants to 20 recipients as a part of the
Smart investing @ your library initiative. Now in its fourth year, the
program has awarded a total of more than $4.6 million to public
libraries to provide patrons with unbiased financial education
resources. The new grantees will receive one to two years of funding,
in addition to assistance with program marketing, outreach, and
evaluation provided by ALA....
RUSA, Feb. 7

Circle of Learning scholarships
A Circle of Learning scholarship opportunity is available to American
Indians and Alaska Natives who want to earn a fully online ALA-
accredited MLIS degree. The program is offered through a partnership
between the San Jose School of Library and Information Science and
the American Indian Library Association. Applications are being
accepted now through March 31 for Fall Semester classes....
San Jose State University SLIS

23rd USC Libraries Scripter Award
Author Ben Mezrich (right) and screenwriter
Aaron Sorkin (left) were fêted with the 23rd
annual University of Southern California

nation’s largest
libraries and a vital
part of intellectual life
of America. The library
has many special
collections, among
them illuminated
manuscripts,
photographs and
prints, the personal
papers of many writers
and statesmen, the
Arents Tobacco
Collection, the Henry
W. and Albert A. Berg
Collection of English
and American
Literature, the Carl H.
Pforzheimer Collection
of Shelley and His
Circle, and the Lionel
Pincus and Princess
Firyal Map Division.

This AL Direct feature
showcases 250 libraries
around the world that are
notable for their exquisite
architecture, historic
collections, and innovative
services. If you find yourself
on vacation near one of
them, be sure to stop by for
a visit. The entire list will be
available in The Whole
Library Handbook 5, edited
by George M. Eberhart, which
is scheduled for publication
later this year by ALA
Editions.

Food Choices, Food Activism
by Wanda Urbanska

College Prep @ your library
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Libraries Scripter Award for the film The Social
Network and the book The Accidental
Billionaires: The Founding of Facebook, A Tale of Sex, Money, Genius,
and Betrayal on which it was based. Film critic and historian Leonard
Maltin announced the winners at the black-tie banquet on February
4....
Scripter News, Feb. 4

2011 Lovey Awards
Keir Graff writes: “I’m not often in the room when
awards are announced, but I was there this time. On
February 5, at the Love Is Murder conference in
Chicago, the winners of the Lovey Award received their
very substantial (weapons-grade?) green marble
columns.” The winner in the Best First Novel category
was Hal Ackerman for Stein, Stoned (Tyrus Books),
which has this blurb on the back cover: “This book
does for the pot trade what Melville did for whaling.”...
Booklist Online: Likely Stories, Feb. 7

2010 PROSE Awards
The Professional and Scholarly Publishing division of
the Association of American Publishers has
announced the winners of its awards for
Professional and Scholarly Excellence. More than 45
of the PROSE awards were presented February 3 at
the division’s annual conference. The top prize, the
R. R. Hawkins Award, went to Yale University Press
for Atlas of the Transatlantic Slave Trade by David
Eltis and David Richardson....
PROSE Awards, Feb. 3

Seen Online

Thousands turn out in U.K. for
Save Our Libraries Day
Read-ins, storytelling events, and workshops
were some of the many protests across the
United Kingdom in a national day of action
against library closures. More than 100
protests were staged February 5, Save Our
Libraries Day, raising awareness about government cuts to the library
service. At Leeds Central Library, demonstrators held a read-in
protest (right), and protesters joined authors Julia Donaldson and
Theresa Breslin in Edinburgh outside the Scottish Parliament (watch
the video, 6:43). Other protests took place in towns as large as
Birmingham and as small as Irchester. Comics artist Alan Moore made
his own video statement (1:16)....
The Bookseller, Feb. 7; The Guardian, Feb. 5–6; YouTube, Feb. 5; The Independent, Feb.
6

Small Businesses Spread
the Word @ your library 

Donna Seaman Interviews
Nancy Goldstein (Jackie
Ormes: The First African
American Woman
Cartoonist) 

Mary Amato: Librarians in
My Life (video)

Classic Film for Family
Movie Night: Alfred
Hitchcock’s North by
Northwest 

Your Local Networking Hub
is @ your library

 Join Us on Facebook

Subscribe to our 
Newsletter

Career Leads
from

Instructional
Technology Librarian,
Hampden-Sydney (Va.)
College. The successful
candidate will
demonstrate the ability
to engage the faculty
face-to-face as they
mutually develop and
design teaching
resources using current
and emerging
technologies. The
Instructional
Technology Librarian
will reach out to the
campus community to
provide a variety of
formal and informal,
individual and group-
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An alternative view on WikiLeaks
Bill Sleeman writes: “Following the release of thousands of classified
diplomatic documents, the library community has seemingly embraced
WikiLeaks and its founder Julian Assange as one of our own. Although
committed to open access for government information, I am hesitant
to follow this trend. The WikiLeaks documents remain classified and
are viewed by the federal government as stolen goods. For librarians
to maintain otherwise is akin to suggesting that once a new car is
stolen from an auto dealer’s lot it belongs to the thief because the
prior property status of the car is irrelevant.”...
Center for Journalism Ethics, University of Wisconsin–Madison, Jan. 24

Indianapolis citizens’ group
keeps elected leaders informed
The limping Indianapolis–Marion County
Public Library system’s prospects for
regaining normal capacity appear fairly
bright these days, and a grassroots effort
by caring residents deserves a big slice of
the credit. The Sustainable Library Citizens Coalition has flocked to
meetings, kept information flowing, and cheered on library officials
and elected leaders who seek ways to close the system’s budget gap.
Watch the video (1:00)....
Indianapolis Star, Feb. 7; YouTube, Jan. 16

Stockton and San Joaquin County finalize
partnership
San Joaquin County and Stockton agreed February 8 on a deal that
will keep the city running the Stockton-San Joaquin County (Calif.)
Public Library. Up to the end of negotiations, a sticking point had
been how to report where county dollars were being spent in the
jointly funded system. County officials had considered dropping
Stockton and having the Maryland management firm LSSI operate
libraries in unincorporated areas, but that was scrapped. One
supervisor said negotiations with LSSI had prompted Stockton to be
more forthcoming with the county....
Stockton (Calif.) Record, Feb. 9; Lodi News-Sentinel, Feb. 9

Measure L would aid Los Angeles library funding
A measure on the March ballot would allow Los Angeles libraries to
restore services they have had to curtail. Measure L would gradually
increase the percentage libraries receive from property tax revenues,
allowing them to add hours, buy books, and maintain programs. No
taxes would be increased; rather, the libraries will eventually receive
.03% of the general fund, as opposed to the .0175% they receive
now....
KNBC-TV, Los Angeles, Feb. 8

Costs are soaring for NARA digital library
The cost of building a digital system to gather, preserve, and give the
public access to the records of the federal government has ballooned
as high as $1.4 billion, and the project could go as much as 41% over
budget, government auditors reported February 4. The Government
Accountability Office blames the cost overruns and schedule delays on
weak oversight and planning by the National Archives. Archivist of the
United States David S. Ferriero disagreed with the cost estimate,
saying the costs of management, planning, and research should not
be included....
Washington Post, Feb. 6

based interactive
sessions for students
and faculty....

@ More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week

The digital War
Posters Collection of
the Enoch Pratt Free
Library in Baltimore is
a sampling of the
more than 500 World
War I and II posters
housed at the library.
War posters were
more than slogans;
they adopted the
power of art and
advertising to convey
social, economic, and
political ideas. The
Office of War
Information arranged
for local defense
councils to have
volunteers distribute
the free posters and
display them in
libraries, post offices,
schools, and factories.

Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
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Renovated Reagan Presidential
Library and Museum
The Ronald Reagan Presidential Foundation
has orchestrated a $15-million renovation
of the Reagan Presidential Library and
Museum in Simi Valley, California, that was
unveiled in a private ceremony February 6
as part of Reagan’s 100th birthday celebration. It opened to the
public February 7. About half the artifacts now on display have never
been seen by the public, including audio of Reagan reading his 1994
Alzheimer’s letter (above), and the blue pinstripe suit he wore during
the 1981 assassination attempt. Watch Meet the Press for a tour
(5:38) with former Reagan speechwriter Peggy Noonan....
Washington Post, Feb. 4; Los Angeles Times, Feb. 4; Meet the Press, Feb. 6

Ronald Reagan and the Dixon
Public Library
Larry Nix writes: “Dixon, Illinois, was Ronald
Reagan’s hometown from 1920 to 1933. I
wanted to see if Reagan used the public
library there, and I found the answer on the
Dixon page of the Ronald Reagan Trail
website. The Reagan family moved to town when Ronald was 9 years
old and within three weeks he and his brother both had library cards
at the Dixon Public Library. Ron’s library card number was 3695.”...
Library History Buff Blog, Feb. 6

Trove of books donated to McKinley Presidential
Library
Ross McKinley, the great-great-nephew of President William McKinley,
has donated 46 books to the William McKinley Presidential Library and
Museum in Canton, Ohio. All or most of them are believed to have
been part of McKinley’s library in the White House when he was
president in 1897–1901. Included are a military encyclopedia, books
on Cuba and the Philippines, and a volume inscribed in 1898 by the
eldest grand-nephew of Revolutionary War General George Rogers
Clark....
Canton (Ohio) Repository, Feb. 8

Iranium finally shown in Ottawa
A controversial movie about Iran, canceled after
concerns of violence and complaints from the Iranian
embassy, finally screened February 6 in Ottawa before
a sold-out audience at the Library and Archives
Canada—one of its first showings in North America.
There were no protesters. The earlier screening of the
documentary Iranium had been booked for January 18,
but was postponed after staff received a call from the
embassy....
Toronto Globe and Mail, Feb. 7

St. Louis has largest law-enforcement
library in the nation 
For the past 29 years, Barbara Miksicek has been
the librarian at the St. Louis Metropolitan Police
Department, an agency that boasts the largest
and oldest law enforcement library in the United
States. The library, founded in 1947, sits on the

Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site.

Public
Perception 
How the World 
Sees Us

“Maybe I’m old-
fashioned, but I still
believe that the core
of libraries will
always be printed
words rather than
screens or
keyboards. In any
town or city, you can
walk in and pick up
the works of T. S.
Eliot or Brett Easton
Ellis, extremes of
taste that you can
dip into and thumb
through without
having anyone
nudging you to make
a purchase. There
really aren’t many
things in life that can
enrich you for free
yet ask for nothing
in return.”

—Nicky Wire, musician with
the Welsh rock band Manic
Street Preachers, on library
closings in the U.K., “If You
Tolerate This,” The Guardian,
Feb. 7.

“Why don’t you have
a library card? It’s
the most valuable
thing in my wallet.”

—Chicago tattoo artist Eric
Dean Spruth of Sacred
Transformations, on
“Transforming Tattoo Art” (at
5:21), Chicago Tonight,
WTTW-TV, Chicago, Feb. 1.

@ More quotes...
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second floor of the downtown St. Louis Police
Academy and owns some 20,000 books, reams of historical records,
and numerous artifacts. Miksicek has been visited by everyone from
Japanese police to Scotland Yard inspectors. “They told me we have
more on Scotland Yard’s history than they do,” Miksicek said....
Suburban Journals (St. Louis), Feb. 9

East Meadow librarians nab
book crook
A book thief who had been stealing
reference books using a fake ID card and
selling them online was foiled by reference
librarians at East Meadow (N.Y.) Public
Library doing some clever detective work.
Working with Nassau County police, the
staff sleuths pieced together the identity of the thief. Watch the video
(4:52)....
East Meadow (N.Y.) Patch, Feb. 3

France to return royal library
to South Korea
French officials agreed on February 7 to
return some 297 rare manuscripts to
South Korea that had been stolen in the
19th century. The documents were taken
from the Joseon Dynasty’s royal library
annex, known as Oikyujanggak, on
Ganghwa Island during the French Navy’s 1866 campaign in
retaliation for Korea’s alleged persecution of Catholics. The two
countries agreed to a five-year lease agreement that could be
renewed indefinitely....
Agence France Presse, Feb. 7; JoongAng Ilbo (Seoul), Feb. 7

The first bullock-mobile in South
Asia 
India’s first mobile library (right) was launched
in 1931 by S. R. Ranganathan, founder of the
Madras Library Association and author that
same year of The Five Laws of Library Science.
A government engineer, Kanakasabhai Pillai,
improved on Ranganathan’s original design for
a bookmobile drawn by two bullocks in return for its use in his home
town....
The Hindu (Chennai), Feb. 6

Go back to the Top

Tech Talk
Six top tech trends on the horizon
Ben Wieder writes: “For the third straight year,

TweetWatch

Follow:

Music Library
Association, Annual
Meeting, Philadelphia,
Feb. 9–12, at:
#musiclib11

American Libraries
news stories, videos,
tweets, and blog posts
at: 
amlibraries

Calendar

Feb. 15:
Early Books Lecture
Series VIII, University
of Arizona Libraries,
Special Collections,
Tucson. “The Thrice
Great Hermes: The
First English
Translation of Writings
Attributed to an
Egyptian God (1657).”

Feb. 22:
Early Books Lecture
Series VIII, University
of Arizona Libraries,
Special Collections,
Tucson. “The Golf
Book: Playing and
Praying in Late
Medieval and Early
Modern Europe.”

Mar. 4–5:
2011 Charlotte S.
Huck Children’s
Literature Festival,
University of Redlands,
California.
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mobile devices are one year away from
transforming education. The 2011 Horizon Report
(PDF file), an annual look at technology trends
affecting higher education, points to mobile devices
as one of six technologies to watch. Of the other
five trends, game-based learning and learning
analytics—using data to track student progress—are
new additions for 2011. The report, produced by the New Media
Consortium and Educause, notes that mobile devices have been listed
before, but resistance by many schools continues to slow their full
integration into higher education.”...
Chronicle of Higher Education: Wired Campus, Feb. 8

The PC of the future
James Mulroy writes: “What do you want the future PC to hold? Do
you want it to be light and transportable, or with lots of screen
space? After all of the great new gadgets and components seen at the
2011 Consumer Electronics Show, we can see that the PC of the
future may take many forms. But take a moment to read what we
think the next five years in computing will bring to your lap or
desk.”...
PC World, Feb. 7

For color printing: Laser or inkjet?
Casey Johnston writes: “It’s true that the cost of color laser printers
has come down significantly, particularly on the higher end. Most still
don’t beat inkjet printers in terms of price, but some of their other
advantages—speed and volume, namely—can make a high-end laser
printer a good investment if you have the up-front money for it. The
higher cost per page of a middling laser printer will quickly close the
price gap over time between itself and a higher-end printer, so the
only reason you’d go that route is if you need to start printing right
away but only have a couple hundred dollars to spend up front.”...
Ars Technica, Feb. 8

Web email usage declines 59% among teens
In introducing his messaging platform last November, Facebook CEO
Mark Zuckerberg said one of the primary motivations behind his
Messages product strategy was that teenagers have given up on
email: “High school kids don’t use email, they use SMS a lot. People
want lighter-weight things like SMS and IM to message each other.” A
ComScore report on 2010 digital trends reinforces at least part of
Zuckerberg’s claim....
TechCrunch, Feb. 7

Scanning library cards on smartphones
Brian Herzog writes: “Something I really like about
smartphones are apps like CardStar and Key Ring—
they let you input the numbers from all the club and
rewards cards from your keychain and display the
barcode on your phone. Patrons also use these apps
for their library card numbers, but some libraries
aren’t sure how to handle the library-card-on-
smartphone situation. The scanners that can read
barcodes on smartphones are called CCD scanners, so I started
looking around at the different models and costs.”...
Swiss Army Librarian, Feb. 8

How to organize an overflowing

Apr. 2–9:
Money Smart Week
@ your library.

Apr. 7–8:
Virginia Hamilton
Conference on
Multicultural
Literature for Youth,
27th Annual
Conference, Student
Center, Kent State
University, Ohio.
“Voices, Visions, and
Verse.”

Apr. 8–9:
23rd Annual
Spotlight on Books,
Ruttger’s Sugar Lake
Lodge Resort,
Cohasset, Minnesota. A
conference focused on
youth literature
sponsored by Northern
Lights Library Network.

Apr. 25–28:
XML Development:
From Markup to
Application,
workshop, Marvin
Center, George
Washington University,
Washington, D.C.
Sponsored by the
Association of Research
Libraries.

Apr. 30:
El día de los niños /
El día de los libros
(Children’s Day/Book
Day).

May 1–7:
Choose Privacy
Week.

May 5–7:
LOEX Annual
Conference, Omni
Hotel, Fort Worth,
Texas. “Fiesta de
Excelencia: Celebrating
Excellence in Library

http://www.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/HR2011.pdf
http://chronicle.com/article/Colleges-Search-for-Their/126016/
http://chronicle.com/article/Colleges-Search-for-Their/126016/
http://www.pcworld.com/article/218859/the_pc_of_the_future_fast_portable_3d.html
http://www.pcworld.com/article/218859/the_pc_of_the_future_fast_portable_3d.html
http://www.pcworld.com/article/216227/the_geekiest_gadgets_of_ces_2011.html
http://arstechnica.com/business/news/2011/02/ask-ars-if-im-printing-in-color-should-i-get-a-laser-or-an-inkjet-printer.ars
http://techcrunch.com/2011/02/07/comscore-says-you-dont-got-mail-web-email-usage-declines-59-among-teens/
http://techcrunch.com/2011/02/07/comscore-says-you-dont-got-mail-web-email-usage-declines-59-among-teens/
http://www.comscore.com/Press_Events/Presentations_Whitepapers/2011/2010_US_Digital_Year_in_Review
http://www.swissarmylibrarian.net/2011/02/08/scanning-library-cards-on-smartphones
http://www.swissarmylibrarian.net/2011/02/08/scanning-library-cards-on-smartphones
http://www.mycardstar.com/theapp.html
http://keyringapp.com/
http://www.pcworld.com/article/218889/pc_spring_cleaning_automatically_organize_your_files.html
http://www.pcworld.com/article/218889/pc_spring_cleaning_automatically_organize_your_files.html
http://www.chicagofed.org/webpages/education/msw/ala/index.cfm
http://www.chicagofed.org/webpages/education/msw/ala/index.cfm
http://virginia-hamilton.slis.kent.edu/2011.html
http://virginia-hamilton.slis.kent.edu/2011.html
http://virginia-hamilton.slis.kent.edu/2011.html
http://virginia-hamilton.slis.kent.edu/2011.html
http://nlln.org/spotlight.html
http://nlln.org/spotlight.html
http://www.arl.org/stats/statsevents/XML-workshop.shtml
http://www.arl.org/stats/statsevents/XML-workshop.shtml
http://www.arl.org/stats/statsevents/XML-workshop.shtml
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alsc/initiatives/diadelosninos/index.cfm
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alsc/initiatives/diadelosninos/index.cfm
http://privacyrevolution.org/
http://privacyrevolution.org/
http://www.loexconference.org/index.html
http://www.loexconference.org/index.html


AL Direct, February 9, 2011

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2011/february/020911-2.htm[7/17/2014 3:29:12 PM]

hard drive
David Murphy writes: “The only words
more terrifying than Blue Screen of Death
are ‘spring cleaning.’ Admit it: Sitting back
and dumping file after file into your
computer without bothering to organize
everything is all too easy. And that makes
it harder for you to get organized later on. You can use many
different techniques to free your system from clutter. Some of your
options are built into Windows itself (I’ll be using Windows 7 as the
basis for these tips), but a few free apps can help out, too. Let’s get
started on your path to PC freedom.”...
PC World, Feb. 7

Three different ways to read
Google Reader feeds
Angela Alcorn writes: “I bet you’ve got lots of
feeds in Google Reader. Maybe you have so
many feeds that you’ve turned off the unread
count so it doesn’t drive you mad. The trick is
to make it more tempting. There’s numerous
ways to access your Google Reader feeds which make certain articles
stand out from the crowd and more enticing. If you get into the habit
of using some of these, you’ll find it’s no problem at all to stay in the
loop with your favorite feeds.”...
MakeUseOf, Feb. 8

A primer for the solo digital librarian
Jane Monson writes: “Starting a digitization program can be a
daunting prospect for any library. What if you are a lone wolf digital
librarian—project manager, collection developer, metadata creator,
and web designer, all rolled into one—with a limited budget? You may
fear you are doomed to spend years of toil with little to show for
yourself. However, with creativity, flexibility, and a willingness to
reach out for help, you can be well on your way to launching your
digital collections within a year—despite unforeseen roadblocks that
you may encounter.”...
Computers in Libraries, Jan./Feb.

Publishing
The race between digital and print magazines
Nick Bilton writes: “This morning I decided to try a little experiment:
I opened up my iPad, clicked on the little Wired icon and purchased
the magazine’s latest digital issue. Then I drove 12 blocks and
purchased the same issue in print. By the time I returned, the digital
iPad version still hadn’t finished downloading. Anybody who reads
Wired would call this an Epic Fail. Digital magazines are currently too
big and almost defeat their promise of instant access to content and
information.”...
New York Times: Bits, Feb. 4

Will reference books and journals survive? A debate
Kent Anderson writes: “Brian O’Leary of Magellan Media Partners and
I debated Brian Crawford of the American Chemical Society and
Michael Fisher of the Harvard University Press in front of a large
crowd at the Professional Scholarly Publishing Conference in
Washington, D.C., February 2. Before the debate, the audience was
polled: 56% felt that reference books and journals would endure,
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35% felt they would perish, and 9% were unsure.”...
The Scholarly Kitchen, Feb. 3

Real page numbers for e-books on
Kindle
The Kindle editors write: “Our customers have told
us they want real page numbers that match the
page numbers in print books so they can easily
reference and cite passages. Rather than add page
numbers that don’t correspond to print books, we
are adding real page numbers to tens of thousands
of Kindle books, including the top 100 bestselling books in the Kindle
Store.” Perhaps this will start solving some citation problems with e-
books....
Kindle Daily Post, Feb. 7; Chronicle of Higher Education, Feb. 6

In which our author tips her cog-
bedecked top hat to steampunk
Maria Kramer writes: “Lately steampunk YA fiction—
and steampunk in general—have emerged boldly into
the literary scene. I’ve even heard it called one of the
top 10 trends in teen fiction. ‘But, wait,’ you say, ‘what
is steampunk, anyway? And why should I care?’ Fear
not! The Hub is here to guide you through the gear-
and-sprocket-filled futuristic past.”...
The Hub, Feb. 7

Harper changes the audio equation 
Rachel Deahl writes: “Of the 150 titles on HarperCollins’s spring audio
list, only two are being published on CD; the rest are being released
as digital downloads. Although CD sales have been declining in the
audio market for several years, no major house has moved away this
drastically from the format. So what does a largely download-only
audio list from one of the big six publishers mean?”...
Publishers Weekly, Feb. 7
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Actions & Answers

Geek the Library got people’s
attention
Geek the Library, a community-awareness
campaign designed to highlight the value of public
libraries and inform the public about critical library
funding issues, has positively changed community
perceptions about libraries, according to a new
OCLC membership report. The report, Geek the
Library: A Community Awareness Campaign, offers
a comprehensive overview of the pilot campaign
completed in 2010 as well as interesting insights based on the
experiences of participating libraries....
OCLC, Feb. 3

SkyRiver replies to OCLC 
Karen Coyle writes: “Following up on the the early stages of what will
probably be an interminable legal case, SkyRiver Technology Solutions
replied on February 4 to OCLC’s December 13 motion to dismiss
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SkyRiver’s antitrust lawsuit. This is the first document I have seen
that to me clearly lays out SkyRiver’s basic contention, which is that
WorldCat is the result of monopolistic practices. To allow for
competition, WorldCat (bibliographic data and holdings) should be
made available for a reasonable price to competing ILL providers.”...
Coyle’s InFormation, Feb. 6

@nypl: A Twitter success story
The New York Public Library is the leading public
library online on Twitter and uses a decentralized
staffing model for coordinating social media efforts,
according to brand-management service provider
HootSuite. Not only did the library’s following grow
from just under 7,000 to over 90,000 in 2010, the
library also increased the number of visits to its website coming from
Twitter by more than 350% over the previous year....
HootSuite Blog, Feb. 8

Eight ways to find great social
media content
Michael Stelzner writes: “Do you want to
know how to find the most valuable social
media content? Be sure to watch this
episode (10:53) of Social Media Examiner
TV with our host Mari Smith. She introduces the concept of curating
content and reviews eight content-curation tools to help you find
relevant and interesting information, among them Google Alerts,
Twitter lists, Paper.li, and Alltop.”...
Social Media Examiner, Feb. 8

National Book Festival adds another day
The 11th annual National Book Festival, organized and sponsored by
the Library of Congress, will become a two-day event this year. The
festival will be held on the National Mall between 9th and 14th Streets
on September 24–25. The event is free and open to the public....
Library of Congress, Feb. 7

Library contest For Dummies
The For Dummies Library Contest is an annual
contest sponsored by Wiley Publishing that offers
participating libraries an opportunity to win For
Dummies books for the library’s collection. To
enter this year’s 20th-anniversary contest (PDF
file), libraries must build a Dummies Fan Page that
is linked to the library’s Facebook profile. Libraries
can encourage their patrons to become a fan of
the page, and the library with the most Dummies
fans by April 30 will win a copy of every For Dummies title in print—
more than 1,600 titles....
Wiley Publishing

Why you should listen to librarians about copyright
Nancy Sims writes: “A librarian colleague recently sent out an
announcement about the University of Minnesota Libraries’ copyright
workshops to faculty members. One of them responded by suggesting
that such opportunities would be more valuable if they were
conducted by someone who ‘really knows about copyright, like an
attorney.’ This makes me angry on behalf of all MLS-accredited
librarians, many of whom are far more qualified to discuss copyright
with faculty than many attorneys. Here are some reasons why.”...
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Copyright Librarian, Jan. 28

Building a large-scale journal repository
Jennifer Howard writes: “Academic libraries in the western part of the
United States are one step closer to having a large-scale regional
trust for print-journal archives. The University of California libraries
announced January 31 that it has received a three-year grant from
the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation to implement plans for the Western
Regional Storage Trust, or West. The grant is about $700,000,
according to Brian E. C. Schottlaender, the university librarian at UC-
San Diego and a key member of the planning team.”...
Chronicle of Higher Education: Wired Campus, Feb. 8; UC Newsroom, Jan. 31

Zombies and risks to repositories (satire)
Tim Lepczyk writes: “As defenders of our collective cultural heritage,
librarians have come up with disaster response plans for situations
like floods and fires. Where we have failed is in our response to
zombies. When confronted with a zombie outbreak, is your library
prepared? While not yet approved by the Library of Congress, the
following steps will help ensure a successful recovery when your
library is faced with the unthinkable.”...
Digital Dunes, Jan. 25

Generations and gadgets
Seven percent of “younger boomers,” those now between the ages of
47 and 56, and 6% of those ages 66–74 own e-readers. The highest
percentages among all age groups are for devices like Amazon’s
Kindle or Barnes & Noble’s Nook, according to a new report (PDF file),
Generations and Their Gadgets, released February 3 by the Pew
Research Center’s Internet and American Life Project. Another tidbit:
Millennials are the only generation more likely to own a laptop
computer or netbook than a desktop....
Pew Research Center, Feb. 3

How to get a library job against all odds
Lisa Von Drasek writes: “A teacher completing her MLS recently wrote
on LM_NET that she was worried about getting a job after graduation.
Do I have any advice? You bet. Although this isn’t a comprehensive
job-hunting guide, I’m here to offer some helpful strategies that will
give you the best chance to land a position in an incredibly
competitive field. Here are some common-sense tips to make your
résumé and cover letter stand out in a crowd, present yourself in the
best possible light, and ace the interview.”...
School Library Journal, Feb. 1

Part-time, temporary work in libraries
Emily Ford writes: “Of the six jobs I’ve held over the
past three and a half years since I’ve had my MLS,
only one of my positions was permanent and only
three have been full-time. Currently I’m working two
part-time temporary jobs. I’d like to examine some
of the issues facing many librarians today who are
working not one, but maybe 2–4 part-time library
jobs. Few recent articles in the professional literature
address this situation.”...
In the Library with the Lead Pipe, Feb. 9

Librarian origin stories
Bruce Jensen is engaged in a large-scale study of the vocational
backgrounds of librarians worldwide. In his “Librarian Origin Stories”
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survey, he wants to know what led you to choose a library career. If
you have questions about the survey, send him an email....
Bruce Jensen

Finland uses games to aid
digital projects
The National Library of Finland has
launched a new public program to
support the digitization efforts of its
archives. The project, Digitalkoot (Digital
Volunteers), blends microtasks,
crowdsourcing, and video games to break up and distribute some of
the dull repetitive work of verifying digitized records. In Mole Hunt
(0:50, above), the player is shown two different words and must
determine as quickly as possible whether they are the same. This
uncovers misspelled words in scanned archival material. The National
Library of Australia is also using crowdsourcing to correct scanned
newspapers....
ReadWriteWeb, Feb. 8; YouTube, Feb. 3; Sydney (N.S.W.) Morning Herald, Feb. 7

Free broadband in New Zealand
libraries
The National Library of New Zealand’s effort
to provide free internet to libraries across the
country has found overwhelming support
among users and staff. The Aotearoa People’s
Network Kaharoha provides free access to
broadband internet services to more than 130 libraries and three
Maori community meeting spaces. An independent study (PDF file)
shows that the service enhances financial, employment, educational,
and social opportunities for users....
National Library of New Zealand, Feb. 8

The Civil War: A Reader’s
Theater
In commemoration of the 150th
anniversary of the Civil War, the William
Rainey Harper College Library in Palatine,
Illinois, sponsored a reader’s theater on
February 8. Students read selections from
letters, speeches, poetry, songs, and literature inspired by the
conflict. One excerpt, “What’s in a Name?” (1:22), is available online.
The library has also set up an online guide to Civil War research....
William Rainey Harper College, Feb. 7
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All IMLS, LSTA funding in jeopardy
A bill coming up for a vote this week in the House of Representatives
calls for the elimination of all Institute of Museum and Library
Services funding, including Library Services and Technology Act
funding, for the remainder of FY2011. Reaction to the introduction of
Amendment 35 to the Continuing Resolution was swift. The ALA
Washington Office has posted a link to its Capwiz email interface to
facilitate library advocates contacting their congressional
representatives....
American Libraries news, Feb. 15

Egyptians find their power in access
to information
Former Chief Librarian of the Bibliotheca
Alexandrina Sohair Wastawy writes: “Make no
mistake: Access to information, in a country
with limited resources, served as the first
catalyst for the Egyptian revolution that began
January 25 and resulted 18 days later in the
resignation of President Hosni Mubarak after
almost 30 years in office. The internet, along with Facebook and
Twitter, was the Open University that facilitated learning about
democracy for Egypt’s young people.”...
American Libraries feature

E-learning: The product of a risk is a
lesson
Paul Signorelli writes: “Library staff and users alike
are showing a keen interest in e-learning. Fortunately,
there is no shortage of books, peer-reviewed journal
articles, online materials, and internet-based
resources about best practices in e-learning. However,
a review of these sources suggests that libraries are
far behind other organizations in developing effective
and comprehensive e-learning programs.”...
American Libraries feature

LSSI finds more resistance to its
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management bids
Gordon Flagg writes: “Officials approved an agreement
February 8 to keep the city of Stockton, California,
running the Stockton–San Joaquin Public Library,
continuing a partnership that dates back to 1910. In voting to
maintain the arrangement, the Stockton City Council and the San
Joaquin Board of Supervisors rejected a bid by Library Systems and
Services (LSSI) to operate the system. The decision is the latest in a
series of RFP setbacks for the library management firm based in
Germantown, Maryland.”...
American Libraries feature

Bibliotherapy
Q. I’m finishing up my first year of library school and
I’ve gotten interested in bibliotherapy. How can I learn
more about this specialization? A. Bibliotherapy, as a
concept and a practice, is nothing new. The term first
appeared in an article in the Atlantic Monthly in 1916
by Samuel Crothers. Form and function of
bibliotherapy came out of the work of Sadie Peterson Delaney (right),
the chief librarian of the U.S. Veterans Administration Hospital in
Tuskegee, Alabama. See the page on Bibliotherapy on the ALA
Library’s Professional Tips wiki....
AL: Ask the ALA Librarian, Feb. 15

Cyclone and flooding hit Queensland libraries
A library in the historic North Queensland seaside town of Cardwell
lost its roof February 3 after Cyclone Yasi made landfall as a Category
5 storm. Although the collection of the Cassowary Coast Libraries’
Cardwell branch was drenched and the front door blown off its hinges
into the building, the structure may have fared better than much of
the town....
AL: Global Reach, Feb. 16

ALA News

ALA to House: Preserve net neutrality
ALA, along with the Association for Research Libraries and Educause,
sent a letter (PDF file) on February 16 to the members of the U.S.
House Energy and Commerce Committee expressing opposition to
using the Congressional Review Act or any other legislation to
overturn or undermine the recent “net neutrality” decision by the
Federal Communications Commission. The letter was sent prior to the
Subcommittee on Communications and Technology’s hearing
scheduled the same day....
District Dispatch, Feb. 16

Three new Executive Board members
Dora T. Ho, Sylvia K. Norton, and Michael Porter have been elected to
serve on the ALA Executive Board. The new board members were
elected by the ALA Council in a vote taken at the 2011 ALA Midwinter
Meeting held January 7–11 in San Diego. Ho, Norton, and Porter will
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each serve three-year terms beginning in July 2011 and concluding in
June 2014....
Office of ALA Governance, Feb. 15

More libraries sign on for Money
Smart Week
Additional libraries in Indiana, Maine, Texas,
North Carolina, Michigan, and Illinois have
signed up for Money Smart Week @ your
library, April 2–9. Join them and promote financial literacy in your
community....
Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago

New ALA Editions workshop
ALA Editions has announced “Supporting Early Literacy
through Language-Rich Library Environments” with Saroj
Ghoting, a new workshop that will take place on April 21.
In this interactive workshop, Ghoting will provide a
wealth of ideas for creating a language-rich learning
environment. Registration for this workshop is available
on the ALA Store....
ALA Editions, Feb. 11

Top 10 ALA Editions e-books
Rob Christopher writes: “ALA Editions now offers more than 300 titles
in at least one e-book format, but can you guess our most popular
titles? Here are our top 10 bestsellers, in alphabetical order.”...
ALA Editions blog, Feb. 11

Featured review: Nonfiction for
youth 
Bragg, Georgia. How They Croaked: The
Awful Ends of the Awfully Famous. Illustrated
by Kevin O’Malley. Mar. 2011. Grades 5–8.
144p. Walker, hardcover (978-0-8027-9817-
6).
From George “Little Mouth of Horrors”
Washington to Marie “You Glow, Girl” Curie,
Bragg chronicles with ghoulish glee the
chronic or fatal maladies that afflicted 19 historical figures.
Nonsqueamish readers will be entranced by her riveting
descriptions of King Tut’s mummification (and the brutal
treatment that mummy has received in modern times); the
thoroughly septic “doctoring” that hastened or at least
contributed to the deaths of Mozart, Napoleon, James A.
Garfield, and others; the literal dissolution of Henry VIII’s body
(“While lying in state, it is believed that his toxic remains
exploded, and some of his royal splendidness dripped out the
sides of the coffin overnight”); and the outrageous fates of

ALA Annual Conference
in New Orleans, June 23–
28, 2011.

There’s never been a
more challenging time
to find a position as
an academic librarian,
especially for those
who have recently
completed their library
education. But
whether job-hunters
are jumping into the
job pool for the very
first time, or back in
the water after a dry
spell, Teresa Y. Neely
and her crack team of
expert contributors to
How to Stay Afloat in
the Academic Library
Job Pool have the
information needed to
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Einstein’s brain, Galileo’s fingers, and other coroners’
souvenirs....

Bookends: Come See the Earth
Turn
Cindy Dobrez writes: “When I saw Come See
the Earth Turn: The Story of Léon Foucault
(Tricycle Press 2010) by Lori Mortensen, I
knew I had to read it. My daughters both
recently graduated from Grand Haven
(Mich.) High School—a school that has a
Foucault pendulum in its main entrance. I’ve
often joked that it was installed there to remind the students
each morning as they enter that the world does not revolve
around them! Foucault was a 19th-century physicist who was
the first to prove that the Earth spins on its axis. Mortensen
paints a portrait of a child who did not excel at school but still
was inquisitive and, through an accidental discovery during
another experiment, got the idea for how to prove what others
had failed to do. The science may need further explanation by
an adult to the young audience for whom this book is
intended, but it’s a fine introduction to a scientist we don’t
hear much about and one who was not heralded during his
own lifetime, despite the great achievement of his ‘beautiful
experiment.’”...

Upcoming Booklist webinars
Booklist’s free webinar series is growing rapidly, attracting
crowds of attendees. Booklist editors host leading
practitioners, authors, and publishers’ representatives at least
once a month on a variety of topics. On February 22, learn
about new spring YA titles; and on March 1, hear World Book
Editor-in Chief Paul Kobasa explain how World Book has
progressed from an annual to a daily publishing cycle while
maintaining exceptional editorial standards....

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

Division News

Registration now open for PLA
Virtual Spring Symposium
PLA will host a Virtual Spring Symposium on
March 30. This new online event will offer
the premier professional education that PLA’s
Spring Symposium is known for. Moderated
by Meg (Canada) Knodl, the symposium will
offer a total of eight education programs
across four program tracks—Technology and Youth Services tracks will
run in the morning, while Administration/Leadership and Adult
Services tracks will run in the afternoon. The deadline to register is
March 25....
PLA, Feb. 11

ACRL announces new Immersion Program faculty
ACRL has appointed four new faculty members to its Information

stay afloat. NEW!
From ALA Editions.

New this week
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Egyptians Find Their
Power

E-learning
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Perpetual Beta

Inside Scoop

Ask the ALA
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Librarian’s Library

Solutions and
Services

AL Focus

Great Libraries
of the World

Othmer Library,
Brooklyn Historical
Society, New York
City. Founded in 1863,
the library has a
premier collection of
research materials on
the history of
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Literacy Immersion Program: Char Booth, Wendy Holliday, Michelle
Millet, and Karen Nicholson. Now in its 12th year, the Immersion
Program brings together academic librarians for four to five days of
intensive work in teaching and information literacy....
ACRL, Feb. 14

Proposals for ACRL professional development
programs
ACRL invites proposal submissions for half- or full-day preconferences
to be held prior to the 2012 ALA Annual Conference held June 22,
2012, in Anaheim, California. Submissions will be accepted online
through April 8....
ACRL, Feb. 15

Beyond the cheesesteak: Dining in
Philadelphia
Jessica Rossi writes: “The Convention Center
in Philadelphia is all about location, location,
location. Nestled in the center of the city, it is
also in the middle of the most delicious 15
blocks of Philadelphia. Lucky attendees of
ACRL 2011, March 30–April 2, will be in the
perfect place to sample the variety of cuisine this city has to offer.
Cheesesteaks are delicious, but they aren’t the only thing to eat in
Philadelphia.”...
College and Research Libraries News 72, no. 2 (Feb.): 90–98

Teen Tech Week coming up
As teens access the internet through mobile
phones, computers, laptops, and gaming
devices, public and school libraries from
coast to coast are hosting technological
workshops and events to assist teens with
becoming safe and ethical users of social networks and technology.
The programs are part of YALSA’s national Teen Tech Week, March 6–
12....
Public Information Office, Feb. 15

Nominate a title for YALSA’s Readers’ Choice
YALSA launched its newest booklist in February: Readers’ Choice.
Anyone—librarians, educators, parents, teens, or teen lit fans—can
nominate a title for this list in seven thematic categories through
October 31. To be eligible for the 2011 list, titles must fit into one of
the seven categories and must have been published between
November 1, 2010, and October 31, 2011....
YALSA, Feb. 9

YALSA’s Best of the Best 2011
Young adult literature enthusiasts looking for the best
teen books and media of 2011 can find them online at
YALSA’s new Best of the Best website. In addition to
lists of YALSA’s awards and top 10 lists, the Best of
the Best homepage includes promotional tools
featuring the award-winning 2011 books. Funding to
produce the marketing materials for the Best of the
Best comes from the Friends of YALSA....
YALSA, Feb. 9

New issue of YALSA research journal

Brooklyn, family
histories and
genealogies, rare
books, journals,
historic maps and
atlases, the personal
papers of abolitionist
clergyman Henry Ward
Beecher, institutional
records, and oral
histories that
document the
borough’s many
different ethnic groups
and neighborhoods. It
was renamed after
Donald and Mildred
Othmer in 1992 for
their funding of a
major renovation.

Rush Rhees Library,
University of
Rochester, New York.
This Greek Revival
building dates from
the university’s
relocation to the River
Campus in 1930.
Named after Benjamin
Rush Rhees, university
president from 1900 to
1935, the original
library contains the
university’s historic
rooms, as well as the
old stacks and a 186-
foot-high tower that
houses the Hopeman
Memorial Carillon. The
library has a number
of stone owls perched
around the tower, in
the cornice, and in
other architectural
details. In 1969, a
substantial and more
modern-styled addition
was attached to the
back and part of the
sides of the original
building.
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The Winter 2011 issue of the Journal of Research on Libraries and
Young Adults, guest edited by Marcia Mardis, is now online. Published
quarterly in February, May, August, and November, the journal is
dedicated to enhance the development of theory, research, and
practices to support young adult library services....
YALSA blog, Feb. 14

Submit proposals for the AASL Exploratorium
Attendees of the AASL National Conference, to be held October 27–30
in Minneapolis, will once again get a taste of current programs that
are leading the way in school library program development during one
of the conference’s most popular events, the Exploratorium. The
Exploratorium features more than 50 small programs that will give
attendees a taste of current research, projects, and best practices. To
submit a proposal, visit the AASL website before March 31....
AASL, Feb. 15

ALCTS spring web courses
ALCTS has announced its spring and summer lineup of web courses.
These popular courses fill up quickly, so early registration is a must.
Taught by ALCTS content experts, these courses have garnered rave
reviews by previous participants. Register online....
ALCTS, Feb. 14

ALCTS spring webinars
ALCTS is offering a dynamic set of webinars this spring covering
institutional repositories, RDA, and other timely and important topics.
Sign up now while space is still available....
ALCTS, Feb. 15

Three ASCLA preconferences
Upcoming preconferences hosted by ASCLA at the 2011 ALA Annual
Conference in New Orleans on June 24 will cover leadership skills,
preservation planning for digital collections, and how to become a
successful library consultant. Each session offers the opportunity to
network with colleagues from across the country engaged in similar
professional challenges and successes....
ASCLA, Feb. 15

Four RUSA preconferences
Librarians and support staff from all types of libraries will find this
year’s RUSA preconferences of interest in New Orleans on June 24.
The topics covered will be library services to older adults, genealogy
reference basics and local resources, effective collaboration strategies
between librarians and their IT departments, and business reference
basics....
RUSA, Feb. 15

Awards

Merrill-Oldham receives Ross Atkinson
Award
Jan Merrill-Oldham, formerly the Malloy-Rabinowitz
preservation librarian at Harvard University Library, is
the recipient of the 2011 Ross Atkinson Lifetime
Achievement Award. The award, sponsored by EBSCO
Information Services, honors the recipient with $3,000.
Merrill-Oldham has actively worked in the area of
preservation since 1975, achieving a national and international
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reputation....
ALCTS, Feb. 14

Jason Price wins Coutts Innovation
Award
The ALCTS Collection Management and Development
Section has named Jason Price, acquisitions and
collection services manager at the Claremont (Calif.)
Colleges, winner of the Coutts Award for Innovation in
Electronic Resources Management. Price created an
intricate tracking system for electronic resource
purchase requests and presented it cogently to a large group of
librarians....
ALCTS, Feb. 15

2011 LBI Cunha/Swartzburg Preservation Award
The California Preservation Program, in recognition of its outstanding
efforts to educate, preserve, and protect California’s cultural
institutions, has received the 2011 LBI George Cunha and Susan
Swartzburg Preservation Award. The ALCTS Preservation and
Reformatting Section will present the award on June 26 at the ALA
Annual Conference in New Orleans. Sponsored by the Library Binding
Institute, the award includes a $1,250 grant....
ALCTS, Feb. 14

2011 MAE Award for Best Literature
Program for Teens
Katie George is the winner of the 2011 MAE Award
for Best Literature Program for Teens. The MAE Award
provides $500 to the recipient and $500 to the
recipient’s library and is sponsored by the Margaret A.
Edwards Trust. George won for implementing the Pass
the Book program at the Howard County (Md.) Library. Launched
during Teen Read Week, George and her colleagues released 600
copies of The Secret Hour by Scott Westerfeld to county teens....
YALSA, Feb. 9

2011 Maureen Hayes Author/Illustrator Visit Award
ALSC has awarded the 2011 Maureen Hayes Author/Illustrator Visit
Award to the McArthur Public Library and Biddeford (Maine)
Intermediate School Literacy Team. The award, sponsored by Simon
and Schuster Children’s Publishing, provides up to $4,000 to an ALSC
member library to fund a visit from an author/illustrator who will
speak to children. The library will partner with the school to offer a
One Book, One School, One Library program....
ALSC, Feb. 14

Richmond Public Library wins Light the Way Grant
The Richmond (Calif.) Public Library has received the 2011 Light the
Way: Library Outreach to the Underserved Grant administered by
ALSC. The library will receive $3,000 for its “Literacy Bags for
Bilingual Families” project. The library plans to use the money to
provide access to books where children have very limited access to
them....
ALSC, Feb. 15

Teen Tech Week mini-grant winners

Career Leads
from

User Experience
Director, Johns
Hopkins University,
Baltimore, Maryland.
The Sheridan Libraries
seek a User Experience
(UX) director to build
and lead a User
Experience Group that
will be charged to
develop an ongoing
process for
understanding the
needs and requirements
of the community,
responding to their
behaviors, and evolving
the library’s content
and services to create
compelling, insight-
driven user
experiences. Reporting
to the associate
director for library
services and collections,
the UX director will
participate on the
division’s leadership
team and work
collaboratively within
and beyond the UX
Group to enrich the
community’s library
experience....

@ More jobs...
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YALSA has announced the winners of its 10 Teen Tech Week mini-
grants. The grants, funded by the Margaret A. Edwards Trust, give
each winning library $450 cash and $50 worth of official Teen Tech
Week products to support a reading program that incorporates
technology to celebrate Teen Tech Week, March 6–12....
YALSA, Feb. 15

Bogle-Pratt International Library Travel
Fund winner
Madeline Mundt (right), a reference librarian at the
University of Nevada, Reno, is the 2011 recipient of
the International Relations Committee’s Bogle-Pratt
International Library Travel Fund. The Bogle Memorial
Fund and the Pratt Institute School of Information and
Library Science will provide a $1,000 cash award for
Mundt to attend the International Conference on Technology,
Knowledge, and Society at the University of the Basque Country in
Bilbao, Spain....
International Relations Office, Feb. 15

ACRL cosponsors 4th Annual
Sparky Awards
ACRL is again cosponsoring the annual
Sparky Awards student video contest,
organized by the Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources
Coalition, and invites academic librarians to promote the contest to
students on their campuses. “Open Up!” is the fourth installment of
the contest and calls on students to articulate their views on open
access in a two-minute video. Entries must be in one of four
categories—animation, speech, remix, and people’s choice—and must
be received by May 27....
ACRL Insider, Feb. 15

The Printz Award winners under the microscope
A content analysis of the winners of the Michael L. Printz Award
revealed six common content trends: journeys, teenage angst leading
to self-actualization, family relationships, romantic relationships,
controversial issues within the content, and diversity of story
characters. The majority of these themes have been historically
present in literature for young adults. However, the controversial
subject matter and diversity of characters present in many winners
are more recently developed trends in YA literature....
Journal of Research on Libraries and Young Adults, Feb.

Call for WHCLIST Award nominations
The White House Conference on Library and Information Services
Taskforce and the ALA Washington Office are calling for nominations
for the 2011 WHCLIST Award. Each year, the award is granted to a
nonlibrarian participant in National Library Legislative Day. The winner
receives a stipend of $300 and two free nights at the NLLD hotel.
Application materials are due to Kristin Murphy by April 1....
District Dispatch, Feb. 14

LIRT sponsors a Spectrum Scholar
The Library Instruction Round Table has announced its support of the
Spectrum Scholarship Program with a contribution to the Spectrum
Presidential Initiative of $6,500. In recognition of this gift, the ALA
Spectrum Scholarship Program will name one LIRT Spectrum Scholar
in 2011....
Spectrum Initiative, Feb. 11

Digital Library
of the Week

The Spanish Civil
War digital
collections at the
University of
California, San Diego,
are part of the
Southworth Spanish
Civil War Collection of
the Mandeville Special
Collections Library, the
largest extant
collection of materials
on the war. The digital
archive features postal
and other stamps of
the war, Communist
ephemera from
Madrid, postcards,
drawings made by
Spanish children,
photojournalism,
posters, and an
audiovisual archive of
testimonies of
militants, witnesses,
and victims of the
Spanish Civil War and
the Francoist
repression.

Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site.

Public
Perception 
How the World 
Sees Us
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Black Caucus of ALA supports Spectrum
The Black Caucus of the American Library Association has announced
its support of the Spectrum Scholarship Program with a contribution
to the Spectrum Presidential Initiative of $5,000....
Spectrum Initiative, Feb. 14

2011 Paul Evan Peters Award
Educause, the Coalition for Networked Information,
and the Association of Research Libraries have named
Christine L. Borgman, professor and presidential chair
in information studies at the University of California,
Los Angeles, the 2011 recipient of the Paul Evan
Peters Award. The award, named for CNI’s founding
director, recognizes notable, lasting achievements in
the creation and innovative use of information
resources and services that advance scholarship and intellectual
productivity through communication networks....
Educause, Feb. 15

2010 Cybils Awards
The winners of the Children’s and Young Adult
Bloggers’ Literary Awards were announced February
14. The awards, chosen by a panel of book bloggers,
honor the children’s and young adult authors and
illustrators whose books combine the highest literary
merit and “kid appeal.” The winner in the YA fiction
category was Split (Knopf) by Swati Avasthi; in the
elementary grade nonfiction picture book category, the
winner was Barbara Kerley’s The Extraordinary Life of Mark Twain
(According to Susy) (Scholastic)....
Cybils, Feb. 14

2011 Waterstone’s Children’s Book Prize
A debut novel about a teenager coming to terms with
life, death, and first love has won the 2011
Waterstone’s children’s book prize. Artichoke Hearts by
Sita Brahmachari was announced the winner February
9 at Waterstone’s flagship Piccadily bookstore in
London. The £5,000 ($8,027 U.S.) prize is one of the
U.K.’s major children’s book awards, recognizing
authors writing for 7–13-year-olds who have written
two or fewer fiction titles....
The Guardian (U.K.), Feb. 10

Uglified Ducky wins 2011 Texas
Bluebonnet Award
Willy Claflin’s The Uglified Ducky: A Maynard Moose
Tale has become the 2011 Texas Bluebonnet Award
winner. Established in 1979, the Texas Bluebonnet
Award gives 3rd–6th graders the opportunity to vote
for their favorite book from a list of 20 titles selected
by the Texas Library Association’s Texas Bluebonnet
Committee. This year The Uglified Ducky garnered 23% of the
187,848 votes cast....
Texas Library Association, Feb. 14

Hachette sweeps spoken-word
Grammy winners
Mary Burkey writes: “Jon Stewart and Julie

“Show me a town
that denies funding
to a library, and I’ll
show you a librarian
who stays in the
office. Show me a
town that funds its
library, and I’ll show
you a librarian who
takes donuts down
to the police
department, who
goes down to the
city hall and goes
into offices asking if
they need anything,
who goes to
community meetings
to schmooze and
shake hands. You
have to be proactive.
It might come as a
shock to some of
you, but a large part
the success of that
library is your
personality and the
way you treat
people.”

—Simmons College GSLIS
Professor Allen Smith in a
comment made while teaching
his LIS 407 Reference class.

@ More quotes...

TweetWatch

Follow:

TechSoup Global
Contributors’ Summit,
Microsoft Campus,
Mountain View,
California, Feb. 15–17,
at:
#tsg2011

Alaska Library
Association, Annual
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Andrews make an odd couple anywhere but in
audiobooks. The two were honored February 13
with 2010 Grammy Awards for their spoken-word
productions for Hachette Audio. The award for
Best Spoken Word Album went to Jon Stewart for
The Daily Show With Jon Stewart Presents Earth (The Audiobook), and
the award for Best Spoken Word Album for Children went to Julie
Andrews Julie Andrews’ Collection of Poems, Songs, and Lullabies
compiled and read by Julie Andrews and Emma Walton Hamilton.”...
Booklist Online: Audiobooker, Feb. 13

Seen Online

President’s 2012 budget proposal reduces IMLS
funding
President Obama has requested $242.6 million in fiscal year 2012 for
the Institute of Museum and Library Services, or approximately $20
million below the funding level for 2011. Like last year, the president
also chose to consolidate the Improving Literacy Through School
Libraries program with several other literacy programs. Of the $193.2
million requested for IMLS library programs, 84% ($161.3 million) is
distributed to state library agencies. This is slightly over $11 million
less than allocations for the current year. IMLS has prepared a table
(PDF file) comparing the funding over time. ALA President Roberta
Stevens issued a statement February 14 asking Congress to restore
the previous levels....
District Dispatch, Feb. 14; Institute of Museum and Library Services, Feb. 14; ALA
Washington Office, Feb. 14

Don’t cut humanities
Cornell University President David J. Skorton writes: “While we debate
the Republican Study Committee proposal and others now on the
table, let’s prevent a train wreck in the making: the proposed
elimination of the National Endowment for the Humanities. Whatever
your priority for the future of our country, the elimination or further
deterioration of the NEH will adversely impact those priorities. We
cannot permit our federal investment in the humanities to disappear.
It’s often forgotten, moreover, that the NEH is a research agency.”...
Washington Post, Jan. 10, Feb. 10

House temporarily extends Patriot Act
provisions
Three controversial provisions of the USA Patriot
Act, including Section 215, the “library provision,”
were scheduled to expire on February 28 unless
Congress voted to extend or amend them. The
looming deadline sparked several legislative
initiatives, including one sponsored by Sen. Patrick
Leahy (D-Vt.), S. 290 (PDF file), that would provide
greater privacy protections for library and

Conference, Juneau,
Feb. 18–20, at:
#akla11

Educause West /
Southwest Regional
Conference, Austin,
Texas, Feb. 22–24, at:
#wswrc11

Handheld Librarian IV,
online conference, Feb.
23–24, at:
#hhlib4

American Libraries
news stories, videos,
tweets, and blog posts
at: 
amlibraries

Calendar

March 3–5:
Digital Media and
Learning Conference,
Hilton Long Beach
Conference and
Meeting Center, Long
Beach, California.
“Designing Learning
Futures.”

March 9–11:
WebWise Conference
on Libraries and
Museums in the
Digital World,
sponsored by the
Institute of Museum
and Library Services,
Renaissance Baltimore
Harborplace.

March 15:
Assessing Options
for Large Collections,
Library of Congress
Preservation
Symposium, Mumford
Room, James Madison
Memorial Building,
Washington, D.C.
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bookstore records. But other representatives sought
to extend Section 215 and other Patriot Act provisions without any
amendments to protect readers’ privacy. The House voted 254–176
on February 16, despite Democratic opposition, to extend the existing
provisions for another three months to May 27 in concert with a
similar Senate vote on February 15....
OIF Blog, Feb. 16; New York Times, Feb. 15; The Hill, Feb. 16; RTT News, Feb. 16

Let-them-eat-cake attitude threatens libraries
Authors Guild President Scott Turow writes: “While our economy
seems to be slowly staggering back to its feet, state and municipal
governments remain hard hit as the result of lost tax revenues, lost
stimulus money, and pension-fund payments that have grown to
monstrous size to make up for the market losses of 2007 and 2008.
Those governments are cutting everywhere they can, and public
libraries nationwide have been one of the biggest and least deserved
losers in the process.”...
The Huffington Post, Feb. 15

Austin school district cuts
assistants, not librarians
On January 24, the Austin, Texas, school
board voted to cut 485 positions district-
wide, including 22 secondary-school
librarians. But on February 14, the board
tentatively decided to reinstate those
positions, and eliminate 34 library clerk
positions instead as part of a new proposal. One board member said
there were so many emails in support of librarians that they had to
print them all out and put them in thick binders....
KXAN-TV, Austin, Texas, Feb. 14

“Do Not Track Me Online” privacy bill introduced
The first “do not track” legislation was introduced in Congress
February 11, raising the possibility that web users will be able to
prevent advertisers from recording their online behavior for marketing
purposes, similar to the Do Not Call Registry created in 2003. The bill,
called the Do Not Track Me Online Act of 2011, would give the Federal
Trade Commission the right to create regulations that would force
online marketers to respect the wishes of users who do not want to
be tracked. Rep. Jackie Speier (D-Calif.) is the bill’s sponsor....
Los Angeles Times: Technology, Feb. 11

Santa Cruz trustees reject library-closure option
The board of the Santa Cruz (Calif.) Public Libraries, divided over how
to handle a budget shortfall of $6 million within the next five years,
has unanimously shunned four service models proposed for
streamlining staff, materials costs, and other operating expenses (PDF
file). The board pulled back February 14 after hearing numerous pleas
from the community to preserve the small neighborhood branches....

March 17–18:
A. Dean Larsen Book
Collecting
Conference, Harold B.
Lee Library, Brigham
Young University,
Provo, Utah.

March 17–19:
Virtual Worlds Best
Practices in
Education, online
conference.

March 29–30:
Disaster Information
Outreach, a
symposium for
information
professionals meeting
disaster health
information needs,
National Library of
Medicine, Lister Hill
Center, Bethesda,
Maryland.

Apr. 6–7:
Beyond Books:
News, Literacy, and
Democracy for
America’s Libraries,
MIT Center for Future
Civic Media,
Cambridge,
Massachusetts.

May 2:
National Library
Unconference Day.

May 5–8:
Thessaloniki Book
Fair, Helexpo
Exhibition Centre,
Thessaloniki, Greece.

May 12–15:
Book World Prague,
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Santa Cruz (Calif.) Sentinel, Feb. 16

Librarian witnesses an Egypt not seen in travel
books
Michael Witt watched coverage of the ongoing conflict in Egypt from
his office at Purdue University Libraries February 10 with more than a
passing interest. The assistant professor of library science and his
family recently returned to West Lafayette, Indiana, following a
harrowing experience in Alexandria. Witt, a Fulbright scholar, arrived
in Egypt January 3 with his wife and planned to stay for five months.
But from the porch of their residence, they witnessed people beating
others, looting, and setting buildings on fire....
Lafayette (Ind.) Journal and Courier, Feb. 11

A salute to the great youth of Egypt
Librarian of Alexandria Ismail Serageldin writes: “To the great youth
of Egypt, the leaders of the Egyptian revolution of January 25, 2011,
I salute you. The secret of your success lies in the bedrock of your
values, not just in the specific knowledge you have gained. You have
learned to learn, but more importantly, you have grown to care. You
have changed Egypt forever, and now we will follow your leadership
and join with you in the task of creating the new Egypt.”...
Bibliotheca Alexandrina, Feb. 12

Topeka library touts Kansas
history
The 150th anniversary of Kansas statehood
presented an opportunity to showcase
history that the Topeka and Shawnee
County Public Library just couldn’t resist.
So every week this year, the library is
posting a video on its website featuring a
piece of the history that resides in the books, documents, and art of
the library’s Special Collections. The 52 videos are being produced by
Heather Kearns, associate curator of the library’s Alice C. Sabatini
Gallery. This video (5:40) features Susan Marchant, TSCPL’s special
collections manager....
Topeka (Kans.) Capital-Journal, Feb. 13; Topeka and Shawnee County (Kans.) Public
Library

Fort Lauderdale’s African-
American Research Library
Black History Month is commemorated in
communities nationwide every February, but
for the staff of the African-American Research
Library and Cultural Center in Fort
Lauderdale, Florida, the celebrations are
merely a continuation of what they do year-
round. Sitting in the heart of one of Broward
County’s historically black communities, the
60,000-square-foot facility is a centerpiece of African, African-
American, and Caribbean culture and history, with a little something
for everyone....
Miami Herald, Feb. 10

CU-Boulder to shut down its math and
physics library
The University of Colorado at Boulder will shut down
its math and physics library this summer to renovate
the space as the physics department deals with

Prague Exhibition
Grounds, Prague,
Czech Republic.

July 23–26:
American Association
of Law Libraries,
Annual Meeting,
Pennsylvania
Convention Center,
Philadelphia.
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growing pains. The Oliver C. Lester Library—one of
five branches—will be closed so that the 8,000
square feet in the Duane Physics building can be
converted to extra classroom, office, and student
study spaces. CU officials say the closure is not budget-driven, and
there will be no layoffs as staff members will be redeployed in the
library system....
Boulder (Colo.) Daily Camera, Feb. 12

Gloom in the room during Newark library meeting
John Whitlow writes: “Mayor Cory Booker came, as promised, to the
Newark (N.J.) Public Library board meeting February 9. The audience
included some library employees, but was mostly community people
who had come to protest a proposed $2.5-million library budget cut.
The mayor delivered what sounded like good news: No new library
cuts. Yet the response was somber, if not a little hostile. People
demanded to ask questions. They had heard similar things last year.
In the end, the library took a hit.”...
Newark (N.J.) Star-Ledger, Feb. 11

Book banners are finding power
in numbers
Lewis Beale writes: “The website Parents
Against Bad Books In Schools lists the books
deemed ‘sensitive, inappropriate, and
controversial’ for K–12 students, even those
who are college-bound or in advanced
placement classes. ‘Bad is not for us to
determine,’ says the disclaimer on the site. ‘Bad is what you
determine is bad.’ Of course, ‘bad’ is a relative term, but websites like
pabbis.org and Safelibraries.org have become the vanguard for a
recent increase in organized attempts to ban books from public
libraries and school curricula.”...
Miller-McCune, Feb. 10

How the King’s Bible got to Queens
University
You probably haven’t heard the story of how the
Bible of King George VI (the subject of the recent
film The King’s Speech) came to Queens
University in Charlotte, North Carolina. Rena
Harrell (right), who had directed the Queens
University library since 1926, was a passionate
Anglophile. In 1950, she had an idea: Why not
try to get King George VI of England to donate a Bible that could be
used in the pulpit of the new Belk Chapel? With a combination of
prayers, doggedness, a letter-writing effort, and the wide support she
had generated for her idea, Harrell managed to secure a Bible from
the king....
Charlotte (N.C.) Observer, Feb. 12

KU librarian helps preserve
bumper stickers
A University of Kansas librarian has
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developed new methods of making sure
bumper stickers stick around in the
collections of libraries. After she noticed a
patron viewing bumper stickers in the
collection, Watson Library Conservator Whitney Baker realized she had
never seen anything in the professional literature about their
preservation. To develop preservation protocols, Baker took a
sabbatical and conducted extensive research into bumper stickers,
only to discover that they were invented in Kansas City, Kansas, in
the late 1940s. Watch the video (3:49)....
Topeka (Kans.) Capital-Journal, Feb. 14; YouTube, Feb. 10

Libraries reveal ancestry of
Tim McGraw
The February 11 episode of the NBC
celebrity genealogy show Who Do You
Think You Are? brought country singer
Tim McGraw to the Stewart Bell Jr.
Archives Room of Handley Regional
Library in Winchester, Virginia. Archives
Librarian Rebecca Ebert gave McGraw access to two 18th-century
documents that belonged to the Hite family, from whom he is
descended paternally. The production company paid two-thirds of the
$600 cost of unfolding and conserving the documents—“an
unexpected bonus,” Ebert said. McGraw’s journey also took him to the
Kansas City (Mo.) Public Library, the New York Public Library, and the
Library of Congress. Watch the video (42:58)....
Winchester (Va.) Star, Feb. 10

Protests cause some councils to rethink library cuts
There are some signs that the huge public protests against proposed
library closures in the United Kingdom are having an impact, with
Northamptonshire county council withdrawing plans to close four of its
libraries, and a number of other local authorities reconsidering their
cuts. Surrey, Gloucestershire, and Oxfordshire councils are
reexamining library funding, and Goodmayes library in East London
has also been saved by the protesters....
The Guardian (U.K.), Feb. 15

Why libraries in Edinburgh were too good to cut
Library Assistant Ali George writes: “In Edinburgh, Scotland, the U.K.
#savelibraries campaign seems to be preaching to the converted. We
are just about the only place in the country where not only do
existing branches remain open, but another just launched. There are
several reasons for this. Edinburgh City Libraries offer a vast array of
services that are completely at odds with the public perception of
what a library is.”...
The Guardian (U.K.), Feb. 11

Go back to the Top

Tech Talk
Drumming up more internet addresses
Laurie J. Flynn writes: “Who could have guessed that
4.3 billion internet connections wouldn’t be enough?
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Certainly not Vint Cerf (right). In 1976, Cerf and his
colleagues in the R&D office of the Defense
Department had to make a judgment call: How much
network address space should they allocate to an
experiment connecting computers in an advanced data
network? ‘The problem was, the experiment never
ended,’ said Cerf. Today, the internet that he helped create more
than 30 years ago is about to max out.”...
New York Times, Feb. 14

Facebook launches Pages
redesign
Ben Parr writes: “Facebook has begun
rolling out a full redesign of Facebook
Pages. The changes will make the Pages
look and operate more like user profiles.
The new Pages redesign was first seen in December, when Facebook
accidentally launched it and quickly took it down. The update not only
removed tabs, but it gave page admins the ability to post and
comment on other Facebook Pages through a ‘Login as Page’
feature.”...
Mashable, Feb. 10

Eight tools for updating Facebook offsite
Brian Ward writes: “Applications for receiving Facebook updates and
notifications without having to keep the site open in a browser keep
coming out. Here are eight tools doing exactly that. The Facebook
Desktop app gives you pop-up notifications on the bottom of your
main computer screen and access at any time to your profile in a
window.”...
All Facebook, Feb. 11

Block sites from search results
in Chrome
Matt Cutts writes: “We’ve been exploring
different algorithms to detect content farms, which are sites with
shallow or low-quality content. One of the signals we’re exploring is
explicit feedback from users. To that end, on February 14 we
launched an experimental Chrome extension so people can block sites
from their web search results. If installed, the extension also sends
blocked site information to Google, and we will study the resulting
feedback and explore using it as a potential ranking signal for our
search results.”...
Official Google Blog, Feb. 14

Google launches OnePass for
publishers
Jason Griffey writes: “Google announced
the launch February 16 of Google
OnePass, a flexible payment subscription
service aimed at publishers who want to
have recurring payments for content. This
seems to me a response to Apple’s recent announcement of its
subscription service for the iPad, since OnePass allows for web-based
subscriptions to mobile devices.” Watch the video (0:57)....
AL: Perpetual Beta, Feb. 16; Official Google Blog, Feb. 16; Engadget, Feb. 15; YouTube,
Feb. 11

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Vint_Cerf_-_2010.jpg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qiz_2c_QpOQ
http://mashable.com/2011/02/10/facebook-pages-redesign-2/
http://mashable.com/2011/02/10/facebook-pages-redesign-2/
http://mashable.com/2011/02/10/facebook-pages-redesign-2/
http://www.allfacebook.com/8-tools-for-updating-facebook-offsite-2011-02
http://www.allfacebook.com/8-tools-for-updating-facebook-offsite-2011-02
http://ericzhang.com/facebook/
http://ericzhang.com/facebook/
http://googleblog.blogspot.com/2011/02/new-chrome-extension-block-sites-from.html
http://googleblog.blogspot.com/2011/02/new-chrome-extension-block-sites-from.html
http://googleblog.blogspot.com/2011/02/new-chrome-extension-block-sites-from.html
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/nolijncfnkgaikbjbdaogikpmpbdcdef
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/perpetualbeta/google-launches-onepass-publishers
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/perpetualbeta/google-launches-onepass-publishers
http://googleblog.blogspot.com/2011/02/simple-way-for-publishers-to-manage.html
http://www.google.com/landing/onepass/
http://www.google.com/landing/onepass/
http://www.engadget.com/2011/02/15/itunes-shocker-apple-announces-app-store-subscriptions/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qiz_2c_QpOQ
http://lifehacker.com/#!5760922/secure-your-online-life-the-easy-way


AL Direct, February 16, 2011

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2011/february/021611-2.htm[7/17/2014 3:29:22 PM]

Secure your online life the easy way
Kevin Purdy writes: “There are add-ons, VPNs, and
apps galore that offer a safer browsing experience
—but the browser you use, and the sites you visit,
offer strong but simple security tools, too. Here are
the best of the no-hassle, no-install-required
options that you should be using now. If you’re up
for it, consider making LastPass your easy, any-
browser, any-OS solution.”...
Lifehacker, Feb. 15

Random acts of trendness
Karen Schneider writes: “I promised that post-ALA I’d sketch up
some technology trends I have observed, to complement the trend-
setting discussions held elsewhere, such as LITA’s Top Tech Trends.”
Here are her observations on the “Big Shift,” Wi-Fi saturation, and
providing ancillary support for mobile technology in libraries (rather
than computers)....
Free Range Librarian, Feb. 12

Find your lost Android phone with
Where’s My Droid
Dan Froelich writes: “When you misplace your
handset, and you will, I have a great solution to
ease your worries (unless you dropped your phone
in the Atlantic Ocean). Where’s My Droid is a free
application available through the Android
Marketplace that helps you find find your lost
phone. If you have a QR code reader, you can scan the code pictured
here and get a head start.”...
Instructify, Feb. 10

Stanford research could eliminate phone dead zones
Technology developed by three graduate students in engineering at
Stanford University could allow wireless systems, including telephone
and Wi-Fi networks, to simultaneously send and receive information,
doubling their speed and improving their performance—and keeping
them from deafening themselves. As it is, a signal transmitted on a
network is stronger at its point of origin than incoming signals are. In
essence, each end of a network is talking so loudly it can’t hear what
the other end is saying....
Chronicle of Higher Education: Wired Campus, Feb. 15

Libraries use tech to streamline student searches,
staff work
Dennis Carter writes: “A smart-phone application has ended the days
of database searches at Boston College libraries, and staff members at
Eastern Illinois University’s library can take inventory in two hours
instead of two days, thanks to emerging technologies that are gaining
traction as higher-education budgets are slashed.”...
eCampus News, Feb. 3

Don’t mind me, I’m just fabbing
Jason Griffey writes: “An exciting new
development is the emergence of affordable 3D
fabrication or printing technologies (or, my
personal favorite nickname for the tech,
fabbing). 3D printing is the use of a hardware
device to go directly from a computer file to a
three-dimensional object, skipping any molding,
carving, modeling, or other manufacturing process. It’s been available
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for a number of years commercially and is used heavily by industry to
prototype consumer devices. The cost has always been prohibitive for
individuals, until now.”...
ALA TechSource Blog, Feb. 14; The Economist, Feb. 10

Publishing
50 essential works of Jewish fiction
Jason Diamond writes: “Jews have done a pretty good
job holding up our end of the People of the Book deal,
especially over the last 100 years. Jewish writers from
all over the globe have contributed fiction in different
languages, influencing the form in ways immeasurable
and helping to document the Jewish experience better
than most history books. Our criteria for this list was
any work written by a Jewish author or dealing heavily
with Jewish topics and themes after 1911.”...
Jewcy, Feb. 9

Would the Bard have survived U.S.
copyright law?
Julie Hollar writes: “A February 15 New York Times
op-ed by Scott Turow, Paul Aiken, and James
Shapiro (‘Would the Bard Have Survived the
Web?’) uses William Shakespeare as Exhibit A in
their case for copyright, noting that theater
flourished in 16th-century England because
playwrights were able to make money by charging people to enter
their theaters. But in fact, many of Shakespeare’s most famous and
beloved plays borrowed heavily from other works that, under current
U.S. or British copyright law, would have been off-limits to him.”...
FAIR Blog, Feb. 15; New York Times, Feb. 15

The art of Sanborn fire insurance
maps
PK writes: “Daniel Alfred Sanborn’s fire insurance
enterprise, begun in 1867, produced not only
excellent and detailed urban maps that also
maintained an elegant aesthetic in their headings
and legends and in the title pages of the (larger)
city volumes. The ornamental flair is diverse—I
don’t think any of the examples here repeat type
styles—and lends an air of individuality and
refinement to each of the towns surveyed. The
Library of Congress has a fairly large checklist devoted to the Sanborn
maps, but only a minimal number are accessible.”...
BibliOdyssey, Feb. 14

Were Egyptian activists inspired by
Martin Luther King comic?
Andy Khouri writes: “While the world’s political
pundits debate the role the United States has
played in the historical events occurring in
Egypt, one activist credits a specific American
with playing a part in inspiring a generation of
Egyptians to take to the streets in a nonviolent
protest. That American is Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., and his message
was transmitted by way of a 1958 comic book recently translated into
Arabic and distributed throughout the Middle East.”...
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ComicsAlliance, Feb. 11

Experts determine the age of the
Voynich manuscript
University of Arizona physicists have cracked
one of the puzzles surrounding what has been
called “the world’s most mysterious
manuscript”—the Voynich manuscript, a book
filled with drawings and writings nobody has
been able to make sense of to this day. Using
radiocarbon dating, a team led by Greg
Hodgins found the manuscript’s parchment
pages date back to the 15th century, making
the book a century older than scholars had previously thought....
University of Arizona, Feb. 9

Actions & Answers
Return of the sex-crazed librarian
ex-wife
Scott Meslow writes: “Last season’s Parks and
Recreation on NBC introduced us to the
hilarious, insane relationship between Ron
Swanson (played by Nick Offerman) and his ex-
wife—a psychopathic librarian named Tammy
(played by Offerman’s actual wife, guest star
Megan Mullally).” In the February 10 episode,
“Ron and Tammy: Part Two,” fans got everything they could hope for
and more: Tammy sexily slapping herself in the face with a piece of
beef jerky, Ron and Tammy dirty dancing, and this dialogue: Chief
Trumple: “I don’t want him within 500 feet of the library.” Leslie:
“That’s good advice for all of us.”...
The Atlantic, Feb. 11; Entertainment Weekly: PopWatch, Feb. 11

Signposts on the road to the library user experience
Steven Bell writes: “Two things happened recently that stood out for
me as signposts that more librarians are becoming familiar with the
user experience concept. It is mixed news. It is good that more
librarians in all spheres of the profession are gaining awareness about
library user experience. What is not so good are the signs of
skepticism and misunderstanding about it. Even with the ups and
downs, it is encouraging that a broader group of colleagues is
engaging in the conversation.”...
Designing Better Libraries, Feb. 10

Pittsburgh pays up
Richard Kaplan at the Carnegie Library of
Pittsburgh writes: “We complete our obligation
to our fellow librarians at the Milwaukee Public
Library—Andrew Carnegie, the paterfamilias, in
the Green and Yellow. We had full faith in the
Black and Gold, but came up a little short this
time. The Packers played a great game and
absolutely deserved the win. Let it not be said that we aren’t good for
our debts, and that our colleagues by the lake consider our wager to
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be fulfilled.”...
Eleventh Stack, Feb. 15

Five ways to use social media to
build your e-newsletter list
Heather Mansfield writes: “People are often
surprised when I say that if given the choice, I
would choose 10,000 e-newsletter subscribers
over 10,000 followers on Twitter, 10,000 fans on
Facebook, or 10,000 friends on Foursquare . . .
combined. For now, nonprofits would be wise to
continue to build their e-newsletter list at every opportunity to get in
while the getting is still good. That said, here are five ways to do so
using social media.”...
Nonprofit Tech 2.0 Blog, Feb. 14

Searching historic newspapers
just got better
Megan Halsband writes: “One of the
things you might notice today when you
visit the Library of Congress Chronicling
America website is a new feature in the
left column linking to a sneak peak at
our upcoming redesign, available now for beta test. If you follow the
link to the new version, you’ll be able to test out some new features,
as well as find the familiar ones still in place. We’ll be running both
versions side-by-side while we get the new version in tip-top shape.
The first thing you might notice in our new look is the exciting view of
century-old history in ‘100 Years Ago Today.’”...
Library of Congress Blog, Feb. 16

Clues about pollution hidden in the pages of old
books
Some of the most revealing clues into the state of pollution since the
the Industrial Revolution are hiding in the pages of four centuries
worth of scientific publications. According to Dan Yakir, an Israeli
chemist studying the history of pollution, testing the paper of aging
volumes can paint a more accurate picture of the world’s CO2 levels
over the past few centuries than such methods as ice- and tree-core
samples....
TreeHugger, Feb. 9

“Books! And that’s where I get
’em!”
Dick solves the mystery of the million-dollar
briefcase by following Ed (who has all the
answers) to the public library. This one-page
graphic storyline appeared in an early 1960s
comic book and was a public service
announcement from the National Social Welfare
Assembly (now called the National Human
Services Assembly), an association of U.S.
nonprofit organizations in the fields of health,
human and community development, and human services....
Nick Page, Feb. 16

LC adds three titles to list of films that should be
destroyed forever (satire)
The Library of Congress announced this year’s selections for the
National Film Incineration Project on Tuesday, naming three titles it
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had chosen to permanently eradicate for the sake of future
generations. “As an institution tasked with the preservation of our
nation’s cultural heritage, it is with a sense of profound responsibility
that we commit these works to the flames,” NFIP president Lawrence
Feldman said as workers shoveled every known copy of Hollow Man 2,
Nights in Rodanthe, and Rock Star into a furnace burning at 6,000
degrees Fahrenheit....
The Onion, Feb. 9

Hitler versus the British
library activists
Phil Bradley, vice president of the U.K.’s
Chartered Institute of Library and
Information Professionals, created a
parody version of the segment (3:50) in
the 2004 film Downfall in which Hitler
loses his temper when he realizes the war has been lost (parodies of
this clip now number in the thousands). In this one, Hitler is
frustrated over the resistance of CILIP and the #savelibraries
campaign to his plan of closing British public libraries. Bradley
describes how easy it was to create the parody segment. (Although
YouTube has stopped taking down the parody clips, their status under
a fair-use argument is unclear.)...
Use Libraries and Learn Stuff, Feb. 10; YouTube, Feb. 10; Phil Bradley’s Weblog, Feb. 12;
Wikipedia

Go back to the Top

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7I67Hg-Gtno
http://use-libraries-and-learn-stuff.blogspot.com/2011/02/hitler-attempts-to-close-libraries.html
http://use-libraries-and-learn-stuff.blogspot.com/2011/02/hitler-attempts-to-close-libraries.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7I67Hg-Gtno
http://philbradley.typepad.com/phil_bradleys_weblog/2011/02/making-the-hitler-bunker-movie.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Downfall_%28film%29#Parodies
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Advocacy works: IMLS, LSTA funding saved
Because of an unprecedented grassroots efforts this week,
Amendment 35 to H.R. 1 (the Continuing Resolution to the FY2011
budget) was defeated. This victory for libraries is in large part due to
the strong grassroots efforts of librarians and library supporters
across the country. U.S. Rep. Scott Garrett (R-N.J.) introduced an
amendment February 14 that would eliminate all funding for the
Institute of Museum and Library Services, including funding for LSTA.
On February 17, Garrett effectively shelved the proposal....
District Dispatch, Feb. 17

Wisconsin protests delay Library
Legislative Day
Well aware that timing is everything, the
Wisconsin Library Association postponed its
2011 Library Legislative Day, which had been
scheduled for February 22, less than 48 hours
before it was to take place. Of course, it
would have been difficult to stay focused on
biennial budget issues while tens of thousands were converging on the
Madison Capitol Building to defend collective bargaining rights for
public-sector employees....
AL: Inside Scoop, Feb. 23; WLA Blog, Feb. 20

Two Egyptian libraries damaged
during protests
Heba Mohamed, libraries technical manager at
the Integrated Care Society in Cairo, Egypt,
informed American Libraries that two libraries
suffered extensive damage during the street
demonstrations in January. According to
Mohamed, “Thieves stole books, computer
equipment, and furniture from the Al-Bahr Al-
Azam Library (right) in Giza [25 kilometers
southwest of Cairo] and set fire to it on January 28. The library lost
more than 19,000 volumes, a great loss.”...
AL: Global Reach, Feb. 19

Discovering the Nature Explorium

http://www.apa.org/pubs/books/e-collections/index.aspx?utm_source=al_direct&utm_medium=display_email&utm_campaign=e-collections
http://americanlibrariesbuyersguide.com/
http://www.wo.ala.org/districtdispatch/?p=5686
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/inside-scoop/capitol-protests-force-delay-library-legislative-day
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/inside-scoop/capitol-protests-force-delay-library-legislative-day
http://wlaweb.blogspot.com/2011/02/postponed-library-legislative-day.html
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/global-reach/two-egyptian-libraries-damaged-during-protests
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/global-reach/two-egyptian-libraries-damaged-during-protests
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/features/02232011/discovering-nature-explorium
http://www.geico.com/landingpage/go51.htm?logo=00792
http://www.iii.com/promotions/encoresynergy/
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Tracy Delgado-LaStella and Sandra Feinberg write:
“Libraries, which are always searching for new
ways to connect with their communities, have
offered reading gardens and outdoor storytelling to
foster a connection with nature and the
environment. Today, via a library’s outdoor
learning space, librarians are participating in the
growing movement to connect children with the environment. The
Nature Explorium at the Middle Country Public Library in Centereach,
New York, is just such a space....
American Libraries feature

American Libraries digital supplement
The Winter 2011 American Libraries Digital
Supplement features a look at the latest in cutting-
edge delivery of online education to the library
profession, a host of continuing education
opportunities available from ALA regardless of where
you practice your profession, and candid reactions
from e-students about their experiences. Also included
is a feature on e-learning by Paul Signorelli and an
editorial by ALA-APA Director Jenifer Grady....
American Libraries online, Feb. 22

ALA News

Niffenegger gets into gear for National
Bookmobile Day
Audrey Niffenegger, library supporter and acclaimed
author of The Time Traveler’s Wife, Her Fearful
Symmetry, and the illustrated novel The Night
Bookmobile, will lend her voice in support of America’s
bookmobiles as 2011 honorary chair of National
Bookmobile Day, celebrated on April 13. National
Bookmobile Day is an opportunity for Americans to express their
support for these important mobile institutions....
Office for Literacy and Outreach, Feb. 22

The Language of Conservation: Poets,
zoos, and libraries
The Public Programs Office is joining with Poets
House, a national poetry library and literary center,
to promote “The Language of Conservation,” a
program designed to deepen awareness of the
environment through poetry installations in zoos
and corresponding programs in public libraries. The
program features poetry installations in zoos,
complemented by poetry, nature, and conservation resources and
programs at public libraries. Two events will take place at ALA Annual
Conference in New Orleans....
Public Programs Office, Feb. 22

New TechSource workshop on gadgets

http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/archives/issue/winter-2011-digital-supplement-0
http://www.natureexplorium.org/
http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/archives/issue/winter-2011-digital-supplement-0
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http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/2011-national-bookmobile-day-honorary-chair-audrey-niffenegger-advocates-america-s-bookmobi
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/2011-national-bookmobile-day-honorary-chair-audrey-niffenegger-advocates-america-s-bookmobi
http://www.ala.org/ala/aboutala/offices/olos/nbdhome.cfm
http://www.ala.org/ala/aboutala/offices/olos/nbdhome.cfm
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/ala-and-poets-house-partner-showcase-language-conservation
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/ala-and-poets-house-partner-showcase-language-conservation
http://www.poetshouse.org/librarieszoos.htm
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/jason-griffey-teaches-effective-use-gadgets-your-library-new-ala-techsource-workshop
http://www.iii.com/promotions/encoresynergy/
http://slisweb.sjsu.edu/audience/prospective.htm
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ALA TechSource has a new workshop, “Gadgets in the Library: A
Practical Guide to Personal Electronics for Librarians” with Jason
Griffey. It will be held in two 90-minute sessions on April 13 and 20.
Registration is available at the ALA Store....
ALA TechSource, Feb. 22

Featured review: Historical fiction 
Evison, Jonathan. West of Here. Feb. 2011.
496p. Algonquin, hardcover (978-1-56512-952-
8).
Evison, author of this audacious historical
novel, manages a near-impossible feat: First,
he creates an almost absurdly complex
narrative structure, bridging more than 100
years of life in Washington State and
encompassing multiple points of view, and then
he grounds the sublime architectonic whole in the vividly
realized daily lives of characters who exist completely in their
individual moments but whose actions reverberate back and
forth across time. The action swirls around the fictional town of
Port Bonita, on Washington’s Olympic Peninsula, and jumps
between the 1890s, when various explorers and entrepreneurs
were attempting to “roll up their sleeves and put this place on
the map,” and 2006, when the descendants of those rugged
individualists are in the process of dismantling the dam that
their ancestors built....

Writers’ beginnings
Brad Hooper writes: “Although these
memoirs of writers’ early lives are not,
strictly speaking, how-to-write guides,
they will inspire current and future
writers because they address, directly
or indirectly, the authors’ early inspirations for writing. In fact,
Eudora Welty’s title One Writer’s Beginnings could be given as
the general theme of all of the books.” Other authors included
are Annie Proulx, William Trevor, Pat Conroy, and Tobias
Wolff....

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

Division News

ACRL partners with Clean the World

ALA Annual Conference
in New Orleans, June 23–
28, 2011.

This year, National
Library Week
celebrates the role our
nation’s libraries—
academic, public,
school, and special—
play in inspiring stories
of all kinds. Through
writers’ workshops,
community reads,
photography classes,
scrapbooking, local
history lectures,
genealogy activities,
career counseling, and
small business
resources, patrons can
inspire, share, record,
and create their own
stories. Use this

http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=3289
http://www.booklistonline.com/ProductInfo.aspx?pid=4338096
http://www.booklistonline.com/ProductInfo.aspx?pid=4618201
http://www.booklistonline.com/
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/ala/acrl-2011-joins-soap-recycling-partnership-clean-world
http://ala-apa.org/certification/
http://www.alaannual.org/
http://www.alaannual.org/
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=3152
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=3152
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=3152
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During the ACRL conference in Philadelphia,
March 30–April 2, the division has partnered
with Clean the World and the Philadelphia
Marriott in a social-responsibilities recycling
program to aid the cholera outbreak in Haiti. In
an effort to promote environmental awareness
and sustainability, ACRL 2011 will work with Orlando-based nonprofit
Clean the World and the Philadelphia Marriott to collect, recycle, and
distribute hotel soaps and bottled amenities to those in need....
ACRL, Feb. 22

Shlain, Patel,
Lanier to keynote
ACRL 2011
Award-winning
filmmaker, artist,
internet pioneer, and
activist Tiffany Shlain will
kick off the ACRL 2011
conference as the opening keynote speaker March 30. Attendees will
have a chance to view Shlain’s most recent film, Connected: An
Autoblogography about Love, Death, and Technology. Economic
activist Raj Patel will speak March 31 on growing global
interdependence, its impact on the dissemination of information, and
ways in which the library profession can support global equality and
social justice. Computer scientist and artist Jaron Lanier will appear
April 2 in a program titled “The Bipolar Library: How Humanizing and
Digitizing Must Both Be Advanced.”...
ACRL, Feb. 22

Clinton Kelly to close ACRL 2011
Renowned fashion expert and author Clinton Kelly will
bring the ACRL conference to a close on April 2. Kelly
is the cohost of The Learning Channel’s “What Not to
Wear” and author of two books, Freakin’ Fabulous:
How to Dress, Speak, Behave, Eat, Drink, Entertain,
Decorate, and Generally Be Better than Everyone
Else, and Oh No She Didn’t: The Top 100 Style
Mistakes Women Make and How to Avoid Them. He
will discuss why individuals are often averse to change and how to
turn this fear into positive action....
ACRL, Feb. 22

JobLIST Placement Center at the ACRL Conference
The ALA JobLIST Placement Center will host an open house on April 1
in the Placement Center during the ACRL National Conference in
Philadelphia. Representatives from various academic institutions will
have an opportunity to showcase the quality of life at their
institutions. Academic institutions interested in participating should
contact Beatrice Calvin by March 18....
ACRL, Feb. 18

Celebrate Preservation Week, April 24–
30
Preservation Week marks its second anniversary April
24–30. The event, sponsored by ALCTS, the Library of
Congress, and the Institute of Museum and Library
Services, recognizes the critical role libraries play in
preservation. This national awareness campaign was

poster to announce
your library’s activities
and spread the word
about this national
celebration. NEW!
From ALA Graphics.

New this week
in American

Libraries

Winter 2011 Digital
Supplement

Nature Explorium

Perpetual Beta

Inside Scoop

Ask the ALA
Librarian

Librarian’s Library

Solutions and
Services

AL Focus

Great Libraries
of the World

Stephen B. Luce
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developed to promote the understanding and
importance of care for personal and community cultural heritage
collections, such as books, documents, photographs, textiles,
paintings, sculptures, furniture, and decorative arts....
ALCTS, Feb. 18

Pat Mora to celebrate Día in Tucson
Award-winning children’s author Pat Mora (right) will
join ALSC for the national 15th-anniversary
celebration of El día de los niños / El día de los libros
(Children’s Day/Book Day) at the Valencia branch of
the Pima County Library System in Tucson, Arizona,
April 30. Mora is the founder of Día, the family
literacy initiative now housed at ALSC....
ALSC, Feb. 22

ALCTS offers three preconferences
Join your colleagues at these valuable preconferences brought to you
by ALCTS just before the ALA Annual Conference this summer in New
Orleans. Topics include RDA 201, Patron-Driven Acquisitions, and LC
Genre/Form Terms for Library and Archival Materials. Register through
the ALA Annual Conference registration site....
ALCTS, Feb. 22

PLA to offer four preconferences
On June 24 at the ALA Annual Conference in New Orleans, PLA will
present four preconferences dedicated to public library professionals.
The programs include: Turning the Page 2.0, Top 10 Benefits of
Tough Times, Cirque de Peoples, and Interactive Spaces.
Preconferences require a separate registration from Annual
Conference....
PLA, Feb. 22

PLA Member Update webinar
On March 2, PLA will present a 45-minute free Member Update
webinar to inform and encourage member engagement within the
division and throughout the field of public libraries. Registration is free
and is open to both members and nonmembers alike....
PLA, Feb. 22

WrestleMania Reading Challenge finalists
Twenty regional winners in Grades 5–12 from across the United
States and Canada have won a chance to compete in the
WrestleMania Reading Challenge World Finals in Atlanta on April 2.
Finalists will compete in a trivia contest to win the title of World
Champion for their age division and ringside tickets to WrestleMania
XXVII on April 3 at the Georgia Dome....
YALSA, Feb. 22

Be a YALSA member editor
YALSA is seeking a member editor for its quarterly, open-access,
peer-reviewed, electronic research journal, the Journal of Research on
Libraries and Young Adults. JRLYA publishes high-quality research on

Library, State
University of New York
Maritime College,
Bronx, New York.
Named after the
founder of the Naval
War College, the
library is housed in the
north wing of historic
Fort Schuyler on the
Throggs Neck
peninsula and has a
special strength in
marine engineering,
naval architecture,
marine transportation,
nautical charts,
oceanography,
transportation
economics and
management, and
meteorology.

Uris Library, Cornell
University, Ithaca,
New York. Cornell’s
first architecture
student, William Henry
Miller, designed this
building, which
became the
university’s first
dedicated library in
1891. Built in a
Richardsonian
Romanesque style, its
central feature is the
large Dean Reading
Room with natural
lighting from 29
windows and 20
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library services to young adults. The position term would begin with
the Summer 2011 issue. The deadline for applications is March 1....
YALSA, Feb. 22

YA Librarian of Many Hats webinar
Find out how to balance the complex duties of a YA librarian in
YALSA’s March 19 webinar, “The YA Librarian of Many Hats.”
Moderator Mary Hastler, director of the Harford County (Md.) Public
Library, has worked in many different library settings, moving from a
large urban system to her current role directing a library with more
than 11 branches in a suburban, rural setting. Registration is now
open....
YALSA, Feb. 22

Summer Reading Grants from YALSA
Librarians seeking funding for summer reading programs aimed at
teens can apply for one of 20 summer reading grants, each worth
$1,000, distributed by YALSA and funded by the Dollar General
Literacy Foundation. YALSA encourages innovative proposals that are
inclusive of underserved teen populations. Applications are due March
1....
YALSA, Feb. 22

ASCLA seeks online course proposals
ASCLA invites interested instructors and presenters to submit
proposals for online professional development courses and webinars.
A complete list of criteria is available in the Online Course section of
the ASCLA website. Proposals should be submitted via email as
Microsoft Word or PDF attachments....
ASCLA, Feb. 17

Awards

ALA awards trivia
What is the oldest award ALA gives? Who are all the recipients of the
Margaret Mann Citation? When did publishers start sponsoring ALA
awards? These and related questions routinely reach the ALA Library
staff. With an understanding of the range of inquiries, the ALA Library
staff, assisted by our colleagues who are liaisons to ALA’s award
committees, have built the Awards, Grants, and Scholarships
database....
AL: Ask the ALA Librarian, Feb. 23

Swanson selected for Mann Citation
ALCTS has selected the late Edward Swanson (right) to
receive the 2011 Margaret Mann Citation presented by
its Cataloging and Classification Section. The citation,
recognizing outstanding professional achievement in
cataloging or classification, includes a $2,000
scholarship donated in the recipient’s honor by OCLC to
the library school of the winner’s choice. Swanson’s
partner has chosen St. Catherine University’s MLIS
program in St. Paul, Minnesota, as the recipient....
ALCTS, Feb. 22

Open Folklore Project wins
Outstanding Collaboration Award

ALCTS has awarded its 2010 Outstanding Collaboration Citation to the

clerestory windows.
Within Uris is the
Andrew Dickson White
Library (above), a
study space that
features three tiers of
wrought-iron stacks
created to house the
extensive collection of
Cornell’s first
president. Adjacent to
the library is the 173-
foot McGraw Tower,
built by Miller to house
some of the stacks
and the university
chimes. Renamed in
1962 after alumnus
and trustee Harold
Uris, the library has
since served as the
university’s
undergraduate library.

This AL Direct feature
showcases 250 libraries
around the world that are
notable for their exquisite
architecture, historic
collections, and innovative
services. If you find yourself
on vacation near one of
them, be sure to stop by for
a visit. The entire list will be
available in The Whole
Library Handbook 5, edited
by George M. Eberhart, which
is scheduled for publication
later this year by ALA
Editions.

There is still time for your
library to participate in
Money Smart Week @
your library April 2–9.
Learn how.

Best-selling Author Scott
Turow Writes About the
Value of Libraries and the
Threats They Face 
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Open Folklore project. Open Folklore is a collaborative project
developed by the American Folklore Society and the Indiana
University–Bloomington Libraries. The project, which debuted in
October 2010, established an online portal to provide open online
access to many useful but difficult to access research materials in the
field of folklore studies—including books, journals, gray literature, and
websites....
ALCTS, Feb. 22

2011 Esther J. Piercy Award
ALCTS has named Marielle Veve, cataloging and
metadata librarian at the University of Tennessee, the
winner of the 2011 Esther J. Piercy Award. Veve has
demonstrated innovative thinking and leadership in her
work in libraries, her contributions to library
associations, and particularly her research and
publications which include articles on metadata and
FRAD (Functional Requirements for Authority Data). Veve will receive
a $1,500 grant donated by YPB....
ALCTS, Feb. 22

2011 Ulrich’s Serials Librarianship
Award
ALCTS has named Peter McCracken the 2011 recipient
of the Ulrich’s Serials Librarianship Award. The award,
which honors distinguished contributions to serials,
consists of a citation and $1,500 donated by ProQuest
through its Serials Solutions business unit. McCracken
is currently the creator/publisher of ShipIndex.org and
has made vast improvements in electronic serials content
management....
ALCTS, Feb. 22

2011 Distinguished Education and
Behavioral Sciences Librarian
Douglas Cook, reference and instruction librarian at
Shippensburg (Pa.) University Libraries, is the
recipient of the 2011 ACRL Education and Behavioral
Sciences Section Distinguished Education and
Behavioral Sciences Librarian Award. Cook was cited
for his depth of scholarly work in the areas of library
instruction and research....
ACRL, Feb. 22

2011 Carroll Preston Baber Research
Grant
Mary Wilkins Jordan, assistant professor at the
Simmons College GSLIS, is the winner of the 2011
Carroll Preston Baber Research Grant for her project,
“Public Library Stressors: Identification and
Elimination.” The $3,000 grant supports innovative
research that could lead to an improvement in library
services to any specific group of people. Jordan’s proposal focuses on
the stresses librarians face every day and identifies effective tools and
strategies to help them....
Office for Research and Statistics, Feb. 18

Roberta Stevens to present Madison Award
ALA President Roberta Stevens will present the Madison Award to

Exercise Your Options:
Fitness and Fun Go Hand-in-
Hand @ your library 

Libraries Keep Legacy of
Black Press Alive

Jack LaLanne and the
Modern Fitness Movement 

Anniversary Celebration
Announced for National
Library Service for the Blind
and Physically Handicapped 

Food Choices, Food Activism
by Wanda Urbanska 

Jackie Ormes: The First
African American Woman
Cartoonist (Donna Seaman
Interviews Nancy
Goldstein)

 Join Us on Facebook

Subscribe to our 
Newsletter

Career Leads
from

Academy Librarian,
Phillips Exeter
Academy, Exeter, New
Hampshire. The
Academy seeks a
librarian whose vision
and dynamic leadership
will promote and
enhance the library’s
place at the center of
the intellectual and
cultural life of the
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honor this year’s recipient’s work to promote public access to
government information and the public’s right to know during the
Freedom of Information Day celebration at the Newseum in
Washington, D.C., on March 16. The full day of events includes panel
discussions and presentations. If you want to attend the event,
contact Ashlie Hampton....
District Dispatch, Feb. 22

2011 Frederick G. Kilgour Award
The winner of the 2011 Kilgour Award for Research in
Library and Information Technology is Daniel J. Cohen,
associate professor of history and art history at George
Mason University and the director of the Center for
History and New Media. Cohen was cited for his
development of the free, open-source Zotero software
for managing and sharing research sources. The award
will be presented June 26 at the ALA Annual Conference in New
Orleans....
LITA, Feb. 22

2011 Routledge Distance Learning Librarianship
Award
Cassandra Kvenild, reference and instruction librarian at the University
of Wyoming Libraries in Laramie, has been named the 2011 recipient
of the Routledge Distance Learning Librarianship Conference
Sponsorship Award. The award, sponsored by Routledge/Taylor and
Francis Group, honors an ACRL member working in the field of, or
contributing to the success of, distance learning librarianship or
related library service in higher education....
ACRL, Feb. 22

2011 Innovation in College Librarianship Award
Catherine Haras and Teresa Portilla Omidsalar, both of California State
University at Los Angeles, have been named the 2011 recipients of
the ACRL College Libraries Section ProQuest Innovation in College
Librarianship Award. The award honors an ALA member who has
demonstrated a capacity for innovation in their work with
undergraduates, instructors, or the library community....
ACRL, Feb. 22

2011 Coretta Scott King Book Donation Grants
The Pontiac (Mich.) Public Library, the Pontiac Children’s Service, and
the Luke O’Toole Elementary School in Chicago are recipients of 2011
Coretta Scott King Book Donation Grants. The grant program provides
books submitted for consideration for the Coretta Scott King Book
Awards to libraries and other organizations to expand their
collections. Each year, three organizations are selected. Eligible
applicants include libraries, schools, social service agencies, prisons,
religious organizations, and institutions of higher education....
Ethnic and Multicultural Information Exchange Round Table, Feb. 17

Apply for ALTAFF’s Best Friends Awards
ALTAFF is accepting applications for its sixth annual Best Friends
Awards. The awards recognize Friends groups around the country for
print and electronic materials that promote themselves and their
special programs and projects. Applications are due April 1....
ALTAFF, Feb. 17

Kingsolver wins Duke LEAF Award
Critically acclaimed author Barbara Kingsolver is the

school and whose
knowledge and
excitement for
innovation will ensure
the library’s
prominence in
advancing the
educational mission of
the school. At this time
when many libraries
are attempting to
embrace the world of
the printed book as
well as the digital
world, the Academy
requires a librarian who
can work with the
school’s community to
determine the correct
balance and who can
ensure that the school
employs leading-edge
thinking in
technology....

@ More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week

Photographs from
the Chicago Daily
News include more
than 55,000 images of
urban life captured on
glass plate negatives
between 1902 and
1933 by
photographers
employed by the
Chicago Daily News,
then one of Chicago’s
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2011 recipient of the Duke LEAF Award for Lifetime
Environmental Achievement in the Fine Arts. The
award was established in 2009 to honor artists whose
works have lifted the human spirit by conveying
humanity’s connection to the Earth, thereby inspiring
others to help forge a more sustainable life for all.
Duke’s Nicholas School of the Environment will present the award to
Kingsolver April 9....
Duke University, Feb. 17

Benjamin Lowy wins Duke
documentary prize
Benjamin Lowy, a war and feature
photographer, has won the fifth Duke
University Center for Documentary
Studies/Honickman First Book Prize in Photography. Lowy will receive
a grant of $3,000, publication of a book of photography, and inclusion
in an online exhibition of prizewinners. Photographer William
Eggleston will write an introduction for the book, Iraq / Perspectives,
which will be published in the fall by Duke University Press....
Duke University Center for Documentary Studies, Feb. 14

Foran wins Charles Taylor Prize
Author and journalist Charles Foran has won the 2011
Charles Taylor Prize for Literary Nonfiction for his
biography of Canadian literary lion Mordecai Richler,
Mordecai: The Life and Times (Knopf Canada). Foran
was awarded the $25,000 prize at a luncheon in
Toronto on February 14. First awarded in 2000, the
annual prize goes to the author whose book “best
demonstrates and combines an uncommon command
of the English language, an elegance of style and a subtlety of
thought and perception.”...
Toronto Globe and Mail, Feb. 14

Seen Online

Christchurch library damaged in quake
British backpacker Christopher Ratcliffe, 27, was forced to shelter
under a desk in the Central City Library in Christchurch, New Zealand,
when the earthquake struck February 21. “The building started to
shake, my computer screen started to flicker, and then the books
started to fly off the shelves so I just dived under my desk,” he said.
Dutch tourist Manouk de Vries, 19, was also in the library at the time:
“The moment we got in, all the lights went off and the glass was
falling and people were screaming and we didn’t know what to do.”
Staff in the National Library, the Central City Library, the Law Library,
and the University of Canterbury Library were evacuated safely. Those
libraries are now closed. The library in the suburb of Fendalton also
suffered some damage....
The Telegraph (U.K.), Feb. 22; Auckland New Zealand Herald, Feb. 22; Library and
Information Association of New Zealand Aotearoa, Feb. 23; BBC News, Feb. 22

leading newspapers.
The photographs
illustrate the enormous
variety of topics and
events covered in the
newspaper, although
only about 20% of the
images in the
collection were
published in the
newspaper. In addition
to many Chicagoans,
the images include
politicians, actors, and
other prominent
people who stopped in
Chicago during their
travels and individual
athletes and sports
teams who came to
Chicago. In April 1960,
the newspaper owner,
Field Enterprises,
turned over
approximately 83,000
glass negatives to the
Chicago Historical
Society (now known as
the Chicago History
Museum). The
collection is displayed
as part of the Library
of Congress American
Memory Project.

Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site.

Public
Perception 
How the World 
Sees Us

#jerseylibrarians

Shortly after Rep. Scott
Garrett (R-N.J.)
shelved (thanks to an
unprecedented
grassroots campaign
by librarians) his
budget amendment
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Reader privacy amendment fails in House
The House on February 18 defeated 232–196 the Conyers-Paul-
Nadler-Jones Amendment that would have improved reader privacy
protections in Section 215 of the USA Patriot Act. This amendment
could have returned the legal standard for law enforcement to obtain
library and bookstore records to require a warrant or grand jury
subpoena for the government to obtain reader records from libraries
and bookstores....
District Dispatch, Feb. 18

Budget cuts take Michigan libraries back 50 years
The Michigan Library Association board of directors expressed concern
February 22 with Gov. Rick Snyder’s proposed FY2011–2012 budget
announced last week. The budget proposes cutting 40% of state aid
to libraries, meaning all libraries are in jeopardy of losing statewide
library services. “Every source of funding available to libraries,” said
MLA President Christine Berro, “is being chopped off at the knees.”...
Michigan Library Association, Feb. 22

City council ignores plight of Troy Public Library
Plans to keep the Troy (Mich.) Public Library open beyond April 30
never got to a discussion point at the city council meeting February
21. Mayor Louise Schilling and council members turned down
discussing a resolution proposed by Councilman Martin Howrylak that
cited $1.7 million in unused expenditures the city could use to
operate the library. The council also ignored another option that
would have raised a 1-mill tax solely to keep the library open....
Royal Oak (Mich.) Daily Tribune, Feb. 23

AIDS book pulled from school library
after complaint
A parent’s complaint about an AIDS memoir in the
library at Cheatham Middle School in Ashland City,
Tennessee, led to the book being pulled from general
circulation. Parent Misty Binkley filed the complaint
when her daughter brought home an abridged version
of Borrowed Time by author Paul Monette, which
chronicles how he coped with a lover’s death from
AIDS. The Cheatham County School Board voted February 14 to
change its policy on library books to allow the director of schools to
remove a book on an emergency basis after a complaint is
received....
WSMV-TV, Nashville, Feb. 17

ACLU and Yale challenge LGBT website filtering in
high schools 
The American Civil Liberties Union and Yale Law School’s LGBT
Litigation Clinic are teaming up to confront the unconstitutional
internet filtering at public high schools around the country. The
groups have launched a campaign called “Don’t Filter Me” that asks
high schools students to log on to certain websites with gay, lesbian,
bisexual, and transgender content to see if those sites are blocked by
their schools. The ACLU is asking students to report any censorship of
these sites....
National Law Journal, Feb. 16

Central York keeps Stolen Children
The Central York (Pa.) School Board will not remove

that would have
eliminated all funding
for the Institute of
Museum and Library
Services, Smart
Bitches, Trashy Books
blog founder Sarah
Wendell decided to
send him a signal that
information
professionals in his
state meant bidness.
She created the Twitter
hashtag
#jerseylibrarians that
quickly went viral, at
least in library circles.
Here are some of the
best Jersey tweets
from February 17–18.

“Fredo, you’re my
older brother, and I
love you. But don’t
ever take sides with
anyone against the
library again. Ever.”
                   —LibrarianJP

“In Sicily, librarians
are more dangerous
than shotguns.”
                 —SmartBitches

“It can be difficult to
steal a book from the
library with broken
fingers, is all I’m
sayin’.”
                 —SmartBitches

“I’ll tell you about
my library. We are
thick as thieves. You
come after one
branch, you come
after me.”
                   —LizB

“You’re cutting my
budget? You’re
cutting my budget?”
*table flip*
                   —LizB

“Leave the ILLs; take
the cannoli.”
                   —yoyology

“You’re a good boy,
Joey. A good kid.
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from an elementary school library a book that has
been criticized for violent themes. Stolen Children by
Peg Kehret centers on the kidnapping of a 13-year-old
girl and her 3-year-old babysitting charge.Board
President Michael Wagner said February 14 that the
board reviewed the book and decided not remove it.
He said parent Megan Ketterman was notified of the
decision in writing....
York (Pa.) Daily Record, Feb. 15

Reaction to “A Librarian Reacts to Wikileaks”
James Jacobs writes: “Thanks to Bill Sleeman for his January 24
article on WikiLeaks. His parsing is thought-provoking, but
incomplete. I’d like to add some context to his op-ed. Sleeman
repeatedly suggests that we have only one choice: Embrace WikiLeaks
or reject it. This is a false choice and misdirection. In doing this,
Sleeman has adopted the strategy being used by those who wish to
suppress the information by distracting us from it and focusing
instead on the messenger.”...
Free Government Information, Feb. 13; Center for Journalism Ethics, Feb. 18

Major merger of Illinois library systems planned
The executive director of the Lincoln Trail Libraries System in
Champaign, Illinois, said February 16 that four library groups plan to
merge on July 1, as delayed and diminishing funds from the state are
putting stress on their budgets. Director Jan Ison said it is still
unknown whether the Lincoln Trail office will close. But the groups
hope they can save money by working more efficiently under the
merged system. That could mean fewer jobs, too....
Champaign (Ill.) News-Gazette, Feb. 17

Late tax payments cost library $50,000
It cost the Des Plaines (Ill.) Public Library almost $50,000 in legal
fees, staff time, and other expenses to make major operational
changes in 2010 because of late property-tax payments from Cook
County. The amount was announced when the library answered a
survey sent by Cook County Commissioner Dan Patlak, who is asking
various taxing bodies how they are affected by delayed billing. Board
members criticized Cook County for the late payments, saying every
other county in Illinois sends the money on time....
Chicago Tribune, Feb. 21

Marginalia musings
Like many readers, Mark Twain engaged in
marginalia (right), writing comments alongside
passages and sometimes giving an author a piece
of his mind. It is a rich literary pastime,
sometimes regarded as a tool of literary
archaeology, but it has an uncertain fate in a
digitized world. This is the sort of matter pondered
by the Caxton Club, a literary group founded in
1895 by 15 Chicago bibliophiles. With the Newberry Library, it is
sponsoring a March 19 symposium, “Other People’s Books:
Association Copies and the Stories They Tell.”...
New York Times, Feb. 20

Chicago suburban libraries
turn away from Dewey

Which is why we’re
gonna let you borrow
Pat the Bunny. You
take care of it, 
aright?”
           —JSpencerFleming

“No horseplay in the
Reference
Department. One . . .
Two . . . To the back
of the head. You
think about that.”
                   —amlibraries

“My mother had a
late fee once. ONCE.”
                   —KMFawcett

“Some of the kids
from the
neighborhood
carried the
librarians’ groceries
all the way home. Ya
know why? It was
outta respect.”
                 —ManOfLaBook

@ More quotes...
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Educause West /
Southwest Regional
Conference, Austin
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Handheld Librarian IV,
online conference, Feb.
23–24, at:
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Southern California
Linux Expo, Los
Angeles, Feb. 25–27,
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A handful of pioneering libraries in the
Chicago suburbs are transitioning from
the Dewey Decimal Classification to the
type of organization system used by
booksellers. The new layout groups
books by subject rather than number, uses signs to highlight popular
categories, and displays books by their covers. A library in south
suburban Frankfort is among a small number of libraries nationwide
that have switched entirely to the new format, and libraries in Darien,
Oak Park, and Westmont are using it for parts of their collections....
Chicago Tribune, Feb. 18

Township “requests” library turn over $542K
surplus
It is not a demand, but a simple request—the Middletown Township
(N.J.) Public Library should give the township at least $542,767. But
should the board of trustees not agree to transfer the money out of
$1.2 million in surplus funds to help balance the municipality’s 2011
budget, there could be consequences. Passions ran high during the
February 16 trustee meeting. Board President Randall Gabrielan said a
statement read by Deputy Mayor Pamela Brightbill was full of “lies,
untruths, and distortions.”...
Asbury Park (N.J.) Press, Feb. 16

Detroit library probes failed fund drive
The Detroit Public Library is investigating what happened to $200,000
it set aside two years ago to launch a $20-million fundraising
campaign, after less than $100 was raised. The Detroit Public Library
Commission hired attorneys to help recover anything left of the
money it transferred to the Detroit Library Foundation. Word of the
failed campaign comes as the library system moved in late February
to begin layoffs of 83 staffers (nearly 20% of the staff) to deal with
what Executive Director Jo Anne Mondowney has described as an
unprecedented financial crisis....
Detroit News, Feb. 19

JFK Library launches The
President’s Desk
In celebration of Presidents’ Day, the
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and
Museum unveiled The President’s Desk,
an interactive online module that allows
website visitors to sit virtually at
Kennedy’s Oval Office desk and explore
several multimedia presentations of historic aspects of his life and
administration. The original desk, made from the timbers of the
British ship HMS Resolute and presented by Queen Victoria to
President Rutherford Hayes in 1878, is still being used by President
Obama....
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum, Feb. 21

Toronto staffers rally for Urban Affairs Library
At a rally today in front of Metro Hall in Toronto, Ontario, about 20
people—most of them connected with the Toronto Public Library
workers’ union, CUPE Local 4948—spoke out against the branch’s
possible closure. The branch could shutter if the library can’t come up
with the money to keep it open subsequent to this year’s final budget
deliberations at city hall, set to begin February 23. There were

at:
#scale9x

Electronic Resources
and Libraries, Austin,
Texas, Feb. 28–Mar. 2,
at:
#erl11

American Libraries
news stories, videos,
tweets, and blog posts
at: 
amlibraries

Calendar

Mar. 16:
National Freedom of
Information Day
Conference, Knight
Conference Center at
the Newseum,
Washington, D.C.

Mar. 19:
2011 Caxton Club /
Newberry Library
Symposium on the
Book, Newberry
Library, Chicago.
“Other People’s Books:
Collecting Association
Copies.”

Mar. 23–25:
Tennessee Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Embassy
Suites and Convention
Center, Murfreesboro.

Mar. 30–
Apr. 1:
Oklahoma Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Southern
Hills Marriott, Tulsa.

Apr. 12:
National Drop
Everything and Read
Day.

Apr. 26–28:
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111,625 visits to the Urban Affairs Library in 2010....
Torontoist, Feb. 22

Ocean Pines library mascot dies
Sophie, the diamondback terrapin turtle who was a mascot at the
Ocean Pines branch of the Worcester County (Md.) Library for nine
years—and, the staff joked, a full-timer who never talked back—died
February 14. “It was a sad day,” branch manager Patti Hall told a
handful of employees, Friends, and supporters who remembered
Sophie lovingly. “She was a great mascot,” Hall said. “Tons of visitors
are going to be saddened by this.”...
Salisbury (Md.) Daily Times, Feb. 18

Go back to the Top

Tech Talk
Kno tablet looks to be dying
Jason Griffey writes: “Engadget is reporting
that the Kno dual-screen tablet, which was
being pushed as an answer for electronic
textbook access, is in trouble as the company
appears to be trying to sell off its hardware
division. Kno has managed to ship only a few
hundred of their tablets, and with this latest
piece of news it seems that the hardware side of their business isn’t
going to be the savior of the higher education e-book set.”...
AL: Perpetual Beta, Feb. 21; Engadget, Feb. 21

Motorola Xoom tablet arrives
The Motorola Xoom tablet will hit Best Buy and
Verizon shelves on February 24, selling for
either $800 for the device free of contract, or
for $600 with a two-year data plan. The Xoom,
unveiled at the Consumer Electronics Show in
Las Vegas in January, has been hyped by many
as the first serious competitor to Apple’s iPad. But, on Day 1 and for
at least a few weeks, the Xoom will be missing Flash and a few other
key features that separate it from the iPad....
Los Angeles Times, Feb. 22

I hate my iPad
John Swansburg writes: “I admit that I bought my iPad for the wrong
reasons. I got one because it seemed like everyone I knew had
gotten one for Christmas. I didn’t think about how it would fit in with
the gadgets I already owned, and I didn’t borrow a friend’s and take
it on a test drive. Now I just feel annoyed. Am I the kind of person
who pays $600 to save the effort of detaching some USB cables from
time to time? I don’t want to be that kind of person.”...
Slate, Feb. 18

The 10 best wireless printers
Tony Hoffman writes: “One thing that’s held
people back from buying Wi-Fi printers is the
perception that they may take a hit in speed.
That’s occasionally true—a lot depends on the
specifics of your Wi-Fi—but any time lost in
data transfer is usually minimal compared with
the total print time, particularly if the printer is
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well positioned with respect to your router. If speed is a concern, pick
a Wi-Fi printer that also comes with Ethernet, just in case. Here are
the 10 best Wi-Fi-enabled printers we’ve seen so far.”...
PC Magazine, Feb. 9

What’s wrong with browser
bookmarks
Martin Matusiak writes: “The history of
bookmarks is one of those tragic stories in
technology. When bookmarks were first
introduced by Mosaic, they were a huge step
forward. A collection of bookmarks is all well and
good, but it needs some kind of structure
superimposed on it to remain effective.” Major bookmark problems
include toolbar usability, importing and exporting, bookmark sync,
bad page titles, bad metadata, and bookmark oblivion....
Numerodix blog, Feb. 15

Ultimate guide to the new Facebook Page design
Mario Zelaya writes: “Recently, Facebook rolled out a major overhaul
of their Pages. We studied the new design extensively to see what
was new and improved. In this guide, we will go through the
Facebook Page changes and their impact, from a design, usability,
and web development perspective.”...
Six Revisions, Feb. 18; Facebook, Feb. 10

Google unveils Delicious bookmark
importer
Jolie O’Dell writes: “Google has just rolled out a
convenient new tool for importing your Delicious
bookmarks to Google Bookmarks. The simple
importer takes your Delicious login credentials (or lets you use a one-
click OAuth button) and imports all your bookmarks, preserving labels
or tags. Considering Google’s rather broad reach as a company, the
importer is likely more than just a friendly bid for more Google
Bookmarks users.”...
Mashable, Feb. 17

Publishing
E-readers: Step into your patrons’ shoes
Betha Gutsche writes: “My best preparation for helping others adapt
to this new technology has been to own and operate my own e-
reader. I definitely had a learning curve to climb. Here are some of
the assumptions I bumped up against while getting acquainted with
my e-reader. Your patrons may be coming to the library to be
disabused of similar assumptions.”...
ALA Learning, Feb. 21

The rise of e-book lending
A few weeks after launching a Facebook page
to see if there was any interest in sharing
Kindle e-books, Catherine MacDonald was
the harried proprietor of the online
BookLending.com, which already has 12,000
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registered users making as many as 600
swaps every day. What began as a simple desire to share titles with
other Kindle users quickly became what she calls “a crowdsourced
virtual library,” one that functions much like the real thing and is
quickly being replicated by similar clubs and startups....
Toronto Globe and Mail, Feb. 18

Free trove of music scores hits
sensitive copyright note
The International Music Score Library Project was
founded five years ago by conservatory student
Edward W. Guo and has grown to be one of the
largest sources of music scores anywhere. The site
is an open source repository that uses the Wikipedia
template and philosophy. Volunteers scan in scores
or import them from other sources. Other users
oversee copyright issues and perform maintenance.
But now the site has caught the attention of music publishers who see
it as threatening sales....
New York Times, Feb. 22

Books make great baby shower gifts
Abby Johnson writes: “I don’t know about you, but
it seems like my friends are exploding with babies
this spring. Which means lots of baby showers and
lots of baby gifts. Clothes and toys are all very
good as gifts, but we readers know that books
make excellent gifts, too, especially for babies and
children. In fact, research tells us that access to
books in the home is a critical factor in children’s literacy. So, start
those babies off right by giving books as shower gifts.”...
Abby the Librarian, Feb. 22; Reading Is Fundamental

Google Books to digitize Czech collection
Google announced an agreement on February 22 with the Czech
National Library to digitize up to 200,000 works published between
the 16th and the 18th centuries. This includes works of the Czech
reformer Jan Hus and theologians John Amos Comenius, Erasmus of
Rotterdam, and Martin Luther. The library is housed in the
Clementinum, which served as a Jesuit college until 1773....
Inside Google Books, Feb. 22

Actions & Answers

UC-San Diego to close as many as
five libraries
The UCSD Library Committee has outlined a
plan to close the Center for Library and
Instructional Computing Services Library for
the 2011–2012 academic year as part of a
$3-million budget cut to the libraries. The
move is part of UCSD’s budget cut of $60 million—based on Gov.
Jerry Brown’s proposed $500-million budget reduction to the UC
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system. Four other libraries could also be cut: the Medical Center,
Science and Engineering, Scripps Institution of Oceanography (above),
and International Relations/Pacific Studies libraries. Their collections
would be merged with the main or other campus libraries....
The Guardian (UCSD), Feb. 17

How to speak up about libraries
Nancy Dowd writes: “Whenever libraries are under attack, there is
always a huge cry for librarians to speak up. As a marketer, I want to
concentrate on the ways to have our voices have the greatest impact
for change. So I tend to look harder at the foundation we need to
build, the messages we need to create, and the angels we need to
get to sing for us. But these things need to be done before we are
dangling from a rope with the last string ready to break.”...
The “M” Word: Marketing Libraries, Feb. 18

Jefferson’s books identified at
Washington University
The Thomas Jefferson Foundation and
Washington University in St. Louis
announced the discovery by Monticello
scholars Ann Lucas Birle and Endrina Tay
that 74 books, long held in the libraries at
Washington University, originally were part
of Thomas Jefferson’s personal library. This makes Washington
University the third-largest holder of Jefferson’s books, after the
Library of Congress and the University of Virginia. After Jefferson sold
his books to form the basis of a new Library of Congress in 1815, he
started acquiring more to form his “retirement collection.” These 74
books were auctioned off in 1829 after his death to settle debts on
his estate and were donated to the university in 1880 by the Coolidge
family....
Washington University in St. Louis, Feb. 21; Monticello Blog, Feb. 21; New York Times,
Feb. 21

Whither the research paper?
Maura Smale writes: “I teach a three-credit information literacy
course at my college, and the research paper I assign is a large
portion of students’ grade for the class. Some students have real
trouble completing this assignment successfully. What about those
students who don’t go on to graduate school? What does writing a
research paper accomplish for them? Should all college students have
the experience of writing a formal academic research paper? And, if
so, why?”...
ACRLog, Feb. 18

Making the case for Facebook in
education
Jennifer Hegna, director of information and
learning technologies for Byron (Minn.)
High School, writes: “Facebook is blocked
for students and staff in my district. In my
own personal use of the tool, I am now
recognizing that work and personal
information are blurring. I subscribe to many educational Fan Pages,
Groups, and have had fantastic discussions with folks all over the
world via Facebook. The following slideshare presentation has been
shared with district leaders as well as our district technology
committee.”...
Grin and Bear “I.T.,” Feb. 20
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Young librarians in protest
Andy Woodworth writes: “So, there I was driving home from work on
Saturday and thinking about what to write for this post when the
question streaked across my mind: ‘If young librarians are in protest,
what are our demands?’ Jobs? Better library education? Better
leadership? ALA reformation? I’d like to get to the heart of the
matter.”...
Agnostic, Maybe, Feb. 19

An open letter to new librarians
Roy Tennant writes: “PC Sweeney, a self-described ‘newish’ librarian,
wrote a blog post about some of his professional frustrations. This
sparked a number of supportive comments from other newly-minted
librarians. I can’t and won’t argue with much of this, as those
frustrations are real. But having fought the good fight in my day and
experiencing my own professional struggles that have not always (or
even frequently) resulted in success, I have a few words of advice.”
Tennant also has advice for long-time librarians....
Library Journal: Digital Libraries, Feb. 18, 22; PC Sweeney’s Blog, Feb. 17

The Stealth Librarianship Manifesto
debate
On February 10, Confessions of a Science Librarian
blogger John Dupuis posted his Stealth Librarianship
Manifesto. He writes: “To thrive and survive in a
challenging environment, we must subtly and not-so-
subtly insinuate ourselves into the lives of our
patrons. We must concentrate on becoming part of
their world, part of their landscape.” He ends by
calling upon others to add their manifesto points. The writers at In
the Library with the Lead Pipe saw this as an opportunity to respond
to his list and create their own....
In the Library with the Lead Pipe, Feb. 23; Confessions of a Science Librarian, Feb. 10

Encourage librarians to code
Bohyun Kim writes: “How fantastic would it be if every small library
had an in-house developer. We will all be using open-source software
with custom modules that would perfectly fit our vision and the needs
of the communities we serve. So why aren’t there more librarians who
code? The problem is that libraries do not proactively encourage nor
strongly support their in-house library staff to become coders.”...
Library Hat, Feb. 21

I, reference robot
Andy Woodworth writes: “On February 14–16, a
computer named Watson took on two of Jeopardy’s all-
time champions, trouncing them both and not by small
margins. I was rather surprised at the muted reaction
of the librarian blogosphere. While Watson is probably
not ready for prime time at the reference desk (due to
how the program was deconstructing the clues), I
could not help but marvel at the potential. I don’t see
it as a replacement for any library staff, but I can see
it freeing up staff so as they can be able to offer more
programs and services.”...
Agnostic, Maybe, Feb. 22

The real movers and shakers
Linda Absher writes: “I have a confession to make: I don’t read
librarian blogs. A shocking revelation, I know, but there is a reason:
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They remind me of the stuff I should be doing. If I were graduating
from a library program today, what would I want to hear? I’m going
to tell you the truth, at least as I see it. So here goes: I want
everyone graduating today to be the librarian stereotype. Seriously.
It’s the bravest thing you can do as a librarian.”...
The Days and Nights of the Lipstick Librarian!, Feb. 18

Philatelic collections in libraries
Larry Nix writes: “Don Schilling did a recent post about the philatelic
collections in the John Hay Library at Brown University in Providence,
Rhode Island. His post was based on an article in the Falls River
(Mass.) Herald News. That got me to thinking about other collections
of philatelic objects other than books in libraries.”...
Philatelic Literature and Research, Feb. 21; Stamp Collecting Round-Up, Feb. 20; Falls
River (Mass.) Herald News, Feb. 19

From cave paintings to the internet
Rare book dealer Jeremy Norman’s website, From
Cave Paintings to the Internet, is designed to help you
follow the development of information and media, and
attitudes about them, from the beginning of records to
the present. The database allows you to approach the
history of books, media, libraries, computing, and
digital information in several ways—by era, by theme,
as a timeline, or as a blog. The libraries timeline alone
has more than 350 entries, from the earliest library
catalogs to the Universal Music Group’s donation of recordings to the
Library of Congress in January 2011....
From Cave Paintings to the Internet

The haunted NYPL branch
A library patron (played by Young Adult
Librarian Marie C. Hansen) is returning her
overdue items at the Jefferson Market
branch of the New York Public Library. She
soon discovers the library to be inhabited
by a strange and terrifying ghoul (played
by Branch Manager Frank Collerius) who
instructs her on the virtues of renewing books. The video (1:44) was
created for the New York Public Library by Lehmann Films....
YouTube, Feb. 10
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