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American Libraries Online

Libraries take disproportionate hit in New York
mayor’s budget
New York City’s three library systems took a disproportionate hit in
the $63.6-billion budget proposal released by Mayor Michael R.
Bloomberg January 28. In order to close a $4.9-billion deficit for
FY2011, the plan makes $1.6 billion in reductions to city agencies. Of
the 834 job cuts, 299—more than one-third—would come from
library staff, prompting the New York Times to call libraries “the
biggest loser” in the budget. Additionally, the plan calls for another
135 library jobs to be lost by attrition....
American Libraries Online, Jan. 29

Jobs Bill looming, but no support
for librarians
Sen. Byron Dorgan (D-N.Dak.) has indicated that he and Sen.
Richard Durbin (D-Ill.) plan to introduce the Senate’s $80-billion
version of the Jobs for Main Street Act on February 4. This bill, also
simply known as the “Jobs Bill,” is designed to get Americans back to
work; but it does not include any money for libraries or librarians.
The ALA Washington Office urges librarians to call their senators and
urge them to include the hiring and retaining of librarians in the
Senate version of this bill....
District Dispatch, Feb. 3

LSSI loses challenge to Florida rule mandating full-
time directors
A judge has dismissed a legal challenge brought by Library Systems
and Services (LSSI) against a proposed rule that would require
Florida’s public library systems to be administered by a full-time
librarian employed by the library’s governing body. Proposed by the
Florida Division of Library and Information Services as an amendment
to the State Aid to Libraries guidelines, the rule would require local
governments to meet the requirement in order to receive a library
operating grant from the state....
American Libraries Online, Feb. 3

Candidates for Lexington director made public
Leonard Kniffel writes: “Doug Tattershall, media relations coordinator
for Lexington Public Library in Kentucky, sent American Libraries an
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email announcing that three finalists for the library’s vacant
executive director position will be in Lexington interviewing for two
days the first week of February. The chosen candidate will replace
Kathleen Imhoff, whose controversial firing last July was the subject
of much local media scutiny.”...
AL: Inside Scoop, Feb. 1

Will’s World: I Blog, Therefore I Matter
Will Manley writes: “I find it fascinating that so many
people try to put a sad face on retirement. Some of
this negativity stems from our strong American work
ethic, but much of it originates from fear. Take away
work and you’re floating around in space with nothing
to do. I decided that I wanted to fill up my time by
writing a book so I got rid of my television, gave my
cell phone to my 2-year-old grandson to play with,
and disconnected the computer. This last decision was a mistake.”
Will Manley is now blogging at Will Unwound....
American Libraries, Mar.; AL: Inside Scoop, Jan. 29

ALA News

Inaugural Judith Krug Intellectual Freedom Panel
Angela Maycock writes: “Office for Intellectual Freedom staffers
attending the 6th Annual State of the Net conference January 27 in
Washington, D.C., were honored to witness the first iteration of the
Judith Krug Memorial Intellectual Freedom Panel. The panel,
moderated by David Weller of Wilmer Hale, was titled ‘Global Free
Expression: Will the Internet Reign or Get Reigned In?’ and featured
provocative speakers from a variety of perspectives.”...
OIF Blog, Feb. 2

New Flickr group: ALA in
Second Life
In an attempt to gather together the
various photos and photo sets on Flickr of
ALA Island as well as of ALA members and
staff at Second Life events under one
umbrella, the ALA Library’s Valerie
Hawkins created a new public Flickr group, ALA in Second Life.
Anyone can join and then add photos to the group pool. And this is a
place where participants of the upcoming “The Future is Now:
Libraries and Museums in Virtual Worlds” conference, March 5–6, can
post their pictures as well....
Virtual Presence, Feb. 2

@ your library website
recommends resources
The @ your library website provides

ALA Annual Conference,
Washington, D.C., June
24–29. Early bird
registration is in effect
through March 5.

Watch the Annual
Conference Facebook
event page. The official
Twitter hashtag is
#ala10.
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information and recommended resources that
everyone can take advantage of at their local
libraries—such as articles on how kids are learning how to make
movies with the help of their local library, how librarians are helping
job seekers prepare for job interviews, and lists of youth media
award winners. It is the website for ALA’s public awareness
campaign, the Campaign for America’s Libraries, which highlights the
value of libraries and librarians and connects people to free
resources....

Accreditation actions
ALA’s Committee on Accreditation has granted continued
accreditation status to LIS programs at the University of Alabama,
McGill University, North Carolina Central University, University of
South Carolina, and Wayne State University. The next comprehensive
review visit at each institution is scheduled to occur in 2016....

Updated measures of service quality for
today’s libraries
ALA Editions has released Assessing Service Quality:
Satisfying the Expectations of Library Customers,
Second Edition, by Peter Hernon and Ellen Altman. This
classic book, which was honored with the Highsmith
Library Award when first published, is brought fully up
to date as Peter Hernon and Ellen Altman integrate the use of
technology into the customer experience. They offer solid, practical
ideas for developing a customer service plan that meets the library’s
customer-focused mission, vision, and goals....

The ins and outs of writing great book
reviews
ALA Editions has released Writing Reviews for
Readers’ Advisory, by Booklist Adult Books Editor
Brad Hooper. Reviews are an important resource for
readers’ advisory and collection development, as well
as a helpful promotional tool, introducing patrons to
what is new on the shelf. Hooper shows readers how
to write succinct and effective reviews, and he
includes different ways reviews can be used to
promote your library....

Featured review: Music 
Cohodas, Nadine. Princess Noire: The
Tumultuous Reign of Nina Simone. Feb. 2010.
464p. Pantheon, hardcover (978-0-375-
42401-4).
Born in 1933, Eunice Waymon was a musical
prodigy, amazing North Carolina churchgoers
with her piano playing beginning at age 4.

Get the scoop on this
year’s best Series
Nonfiction March 16
at the next free
webinar from Booklist.
Books for Youth
Associate Editor Daniel
Kraus and
representatives from
select series publishers
discuss what’s new for
2010 in this growing
area of youth
publishing. Register
online. NEW! From
Booklist.

In this issue
Jan./Feb. 2010

How to Thrive by
Design

ABLE in Afghanistan

It’s the Content,
Stupid

Career Leads
from

Executive Director,
Mid-Hudson Library
System, Poughkeepsie,
New York. Reports to
the Board of Trustees
and will provide
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Serious, proud, and hardworking, she
dreamed of becoming a classical pianist and
only began performing her unique blend of classical, gospel,
jazz, and pop when she took a nightclub gig to earn money for
graduate school. Eunice’s spontaneous invention of her alter
ego, Nina Simone, is evidence of her formidable capacity for
improvisation, the lifeblood of her world-altering music and the
skill that helped her survive the bloody turmoil of the civil-
rights era. Cohodas infuses every scene with electrifying detail
and penetrating insights into Simone’s struggles as an African
American musician of phenomenal talent and exalted
ambition....

Top 10 black history
nonfiction books
Ray Olson writes: “Although 6 of
the 10 best African American
nonfiction books reviewed since the
February 1, 2009, Spotlight on Black
History aren’t biographies, only one
may lack elements of that beloved-by-readers genre, making
for a reading list, indeed.” You will have to click through to
find out which one he is talking about, but the list includes
three other musical memoirs to accompany Nina Simone’s
biography, including books on Lena Horne, Little Richard, and
Thelonious Monk....

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

Division News

Register for Teen Tech Week
Registration is open for YALSA’s Teen Tech
Week through February 16. A national initiative
aimed at teens, their parents, educators, and
other concerned adults, Teen Tech Week will
be celebrated at thousands of public and
school libraries across the country March 7–13.
The theme will be “Learn, Create, Share @ your library.”...

Two AASL preconferences
AASL will offer two preconferences prior to the ALA Annual
Conference in Washington, D.C.: “AASL’s Top 25 Websites for
Teaching and Learning: Categories, Criteria, and Collaborative
Strategies” and “Working with the Quirky Kids: Library Service for
Children along the Autism Spectrum.” The half- and full-day
preconferences will be held on June 25....

oversight and
leadership for the staff
in developing these
programs and services.
Extensive
communication and
interaction with the
Directors and Boards of
the member libraries is
required to determine
the specific mix which
will best meet the
needs of the member
libraries. Represents
the system and
member libraries at
NYLA and in other
professional venues.
MHLS is a state-
supported, cooperative,
interdependent system
of 66 large and small
local libraries in a five-
county region of the
mid-Hudson River
valley. 17 full-time and
8 part-time employees
provide a wide range of
catalogue, circulation,
program, support, and
technology services to
the member libraries....

@ More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week
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Round Table News

IFRT to meet Burning Man at
Annual Conference (PDF file) 
Lauren Christos writes: “Whether you are a
dedicated Burner, or totally new to the
temporary, intentional community of radical
self-expression that is the Burning Man
Project, this year’s Intellectual Freedom
Round Table program is one you won’t want to miss. The program,
titled ‘Burning Man, Libraries, and the 21st Century: The Intersection
of the Individual and Social Institutions,’ features Larry Harvey,
executive director of the Burning Man Project, as speaker.”...
IFRT Report, no. 73 (Winter): 1, 6

Awards

Paula T. Kaufman wins the 2010 Hugh
C. Atkinson Award
Paula T. Kaufman, dean of libraries and university
librarian at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, has been named the 2010 winner of the
Hugh C. Atkinson Memorial Award. Named in honor of
one of the pioneers of library automation, the
Atkinson Award recognizes an academic librarian who
has made significant contributions in the area of
library automation or management and has made notable
improvements in library services or research....

2010 Routledge Distance Learning
award
Thomas E. Abbott, dean of libraries and distance
learning at the University of Maine at Augusta, has
been named the 2010 recipient of the Routledge
Distance Learning Librarianship Conference
Sponsorship Award. This annual award, sponsored by
Routledge/Taylor & Francis Group and administrated by the ACRL
Distance Learning Section, honors an ACRL member working in the
field of distance learning librarianship....

2010 ACRL Doctoral Dissertation Award
Christine Madsen, librarian and doctoral candidate at
the University of Oxford, has been awarded the 2010
ACRL Doctoral Dissertation Fellowship for her proposal
“Library Futures: Building a New Knowledge
Architecture in Academic Libraries.” The fellowship,
sponsored by Thomson Reuters, fosters research in
academic librarianship by encouraging and supporting
dissertation research....

2010 Coutts Nijhoff Study Grant winner
Timothy Robert Shipe, assistant to the director for collections and
scholarly communications at the University of Iowa Libraries, has

The Scottsdale
(Ariz.) Public Library
Digital Collection
provides access to
digital images of
cultural and historical
interest to Scottsdale
residents and
researchers. The
collection showcases
the history and growth
of what has changed
from a small farming
community into a
world-class city. At
present, the
collection’s time period
spans the late 1800s
to the mid-20th
century and beyond. It
contains digital
versions of
increasingly valuable,
fragile, and hard-to-
use originals of people,
places, and things
pertaining to the city.

Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site.

Public
Perception
How the World 
Sees Us
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been selected to receive the 2010 ACRL Western European Studies
Section Coutts Nijhoff International West European Specialist Study
Grant, for his proposal, “The Franco-Romanian Literary Avant-garde
in Bucharest Libraries.” Sponsored by Coutts Information Services,
the grant provides $3,000 to support a trip to Europe....

PLA 2010 award winners
PLA has announced the winners of nine awards and grants, honoring
the best in public library service and innovation. PLA President Sari
Feldman, along with the award sponsors, will recognize all of the
award winners June 27 as part of the PLA President’s Program at ALA
Annual Conference in Washington, D.C....

The 2010 Amelia Bloomer List
The Feminist Task Force of the ALA Social
Responsibilities Round Table has announced
this year’s Amelia Bloomer List, featuring
books for young readers, ages birth through
18, that contain significant feminist content—
tales of girls and women who have broken
barriers and fought to change their situations
and their environment. These 54 books for children and youth
comprise the best feminist books published in the last year and a
half....
Amelia Bloomer Project, Jan. 28

2010 Rainbow Project Bibliography 
ALA’s Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgendered
Round Table and Social Responsibilities Round Table
released the 2010 Rainbow Project Bibliography of
recommended titles for youth from birth to age 18
that contain significant and authentic gay, lesbian,
bisexual, transgender, queer, or questioning content.
Of the 46 recommended titles in this year’s Rainbow
Project Bibliography, four were recognized by the jury
for their exceptional impact: How Beautiful the Ordinary: Twelve
Stories of Identity, edited by Michael Cart; Ash, by Malinda Lo; Into
the Beautiful North, by Luis Alberto Urrea; and Finlater, by Shawn
Stewart Ruff....

Coretta Scott King book recommendations
During Black History Month in February, teachers, librarians, and
parents are looking to ALA’s Coretta Scott King Book Awards as a
guide to quality children’s literature that explores the African
American experience. The awards, which have encouraged the artistic
expression of the African American experience for more than 40
years, honor the late Coretta Scott King, wife of civil rights leader
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., for her commitment to continue her
husband’s work to foster peace and brotherhood among all races....

Submit nominations for Madison awards
The ALA Washington Office has extended the deadline to February 8
for nominations for two awards to honor individuals or groups who
have championed, protected, and promoted public access to
government information and the public’s right to know. The James
Madison Award celebrates an individual or group who has brought
awareness to these issues at the national level. The Eileen Cooke
State and Local Madison Award honors an extraordinary leader who
has built local grassroots awareness....
District Dispatch, Feb. 2

“[Having this library
card is] like you’re
carrying a postcard
in your wallet every
day. In front of the
foothills, surrounded
by palm trees, this
card promises access
to an oasis in the
desert. A
Hogwartsian oasis.
You see, the
brightness of the
building there
betrays the darkness
inside. The beautiful,
gorgeous darkness.
Whereas the Santa
Monica Public Library
is open and airy, the
Pasadena Public
Library is like the
Hogwarts School of
Witchcraft and
Wizardry: high, high
ceilings, cherry oak
shelves, stained-
glass windows. If
this doesn’t make
you want to be quiet
and read a book, I
don’t know what
will.”

—Jane Lynch, in a meditative
blog post on library cards, in
Los Angeles Metblogs, Jan.
29.

TweetWatch

Follow:

ACM International
Conference on Web
Search and Data
Mining, New York City,
Feb. 3–6, at:
#wsdm2010

Online Northwest,
Oregon State
University, Corvallis,
Feb. 5, at:
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BWI Collection Development Grant winners
Amy Young of the Chesterfield Township (Mich.) Public Library and
Jessica Neiweem of the Park County (Wyo.) Library have won the
2010 BWI Collection Development Grant, administered by YALSA.
Each receives a grant of $1,000, donated by BWI, for collection
development. The grant supports YALSA members who represent a
public library and who work directly with young adults ages 12–18....

National Library Week Grant
winner 
The Poudre River Public Library District in
Fort Collins, Colorado, is the winner of the 2010 Scholastic Library
Publishing National Library Week Grant. The $3,000 grant, sponsored
by Scholastic Library Publishing and administered by ALA’s Public
Awareness Committee, is awarded annually for the best public
awareness campaign in support of National Library Week, April 11–
17. This year, libraries were asked to develop a proposal using the
2010 National Library Week theme, “Communities Thrive @ your
library.”...

“The American Dream Starts
@ your library” minigrants
In January, ALA received a two-year
grant of $750,000 from the Dollar General Literacy Foundation for
“The American Dream Starts @ your library,” which makes it possible
to fund 70 public libraries in Dollar General communities to develop
literacy programs for adult English-language learners. Public libraries
within 20 miles of a Dollar General Store, distribution center, or
corporate office are eligible to apply for a onetime $5,000 grant....

Apply for Diversity Research Grants
The ALA Office for Diversity seeks proposals for its Diversity Research
Grant program. Applicants must be current ALA members, and 2010
proposals must address one of three identified topics: upward
mobility of library leaders from underrepresented populations,
information services and collections for diverse children and young
adults, or libraries and the meaning of multiculturalism. The
application deadline is April 30....

Scholarship for the ACRL/Harvard Leadership
Institute
ACRL is offering a scholarship to support participation at the 2010
ACRL/Harvard Leadership Institute August 1–6. It covers the cost of
tuition ($2,600) and a $1,500 travel stipend, and is for individuals
currently working in historically black colleges and universities, tribal
colleges or universities, or those employed at Hispanic-serving
institutions. Apply by March 3....
ACRL Insider, Feb. 1

ProQuest, Thomson Reuters
among CODiE winners 
The Software and Information Industry
Association, the principal trade association for
the software and digital content industries, announced the winners of
the CODiE Awards for products and services January 27. Among the
winners were a number of prominent library vendors, including
ProQuest and Thomson Reuters....
American Libraries Online, Jan. 28

#onw2010

ACM Conference on
Computer Supported
Cooperative Work,
Savannah, Georgia,
Feb. 6–10, at:
#cscw2010

Transliteracy
Conference, Leicester,
U.K., Feb. 9, at:
#transliteracy

American Libraries
news stories, videos,
tweets, and blog posts
at: amlibraries

Ask the ALA
Librarian

Q. Does ALA have
any guidelines or
sample policies for
labeling books for
the shelves?

A. Although ALA has
established standards
and guidelines for a
range of library
activities, none of
these cover shelf
preparation or
physical processing of
library materials.
Consistent practices,
which library users
have become
accustomed to, do
exist nevertheless.
Current technical
processing
management,
however, frequently
involves the
specification of
practices in order to
contract for
preprocessing from a
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Philip Gross wins T. S. Eliot Poetry Prize
A university professor’s detailed and lyrical meditations
on the ever-changing waters of the Severn estuary
tonight won him the U.K.’s £15,000 ($24,000 U.S.)
poetry prize January 18. Philip Gross was named winner
of the 2009 T. S. Eliot Prize at a ceremony in London
for The Water Table—a themed collection that is
metaphysical and political and religious, but has at its
heart the subject of water....
The Guardian (U.K.), Jan. 18

Spoken Word Grammy winners
Mary Burkey writes: “Michael J. Fox’s Always Looking
Up: The Adventures of an Incurable Optimist and
Buck Howdy’s Aaaaah! Spooky, Scary Stories and
Songs took home the audiobook gold at the 2010
Grammy Awards January 31. Here’s the complete list
of winners and nominees, noting the title, narrator,
and publisher. And don’t forget to take the survey Audiobooks as a
Physical Format: Dead or Alive?”...
Audiobooker, Feb. 1

Native American library services enhancement
grants
The Institute of Museum and Library Services is accepting
applications for the 2010 Native American Library Services
Enhancement Grants program. Federally recognized tribes and Alaska
Native villages and corporations may apply for these grants to
improve existing library services or implement new services. The
deadline is May 3....
Institute of Museum and Library Services, Jan. 29

Seen Online

President’s FY2011 budget freezes
library funding
President Obama released his budget proposal to
Congress on February 1, calling for a freeze to
federal library funding under the Library Services
and Technology Act, the primary source of federal
funding for libraries. Under the President’s plan,
LSTA would be level-funded at $214 million out of a total of $266
million going to the Institute of Museum and Library Services. The
budget also included a $400-billion investment into education but did
not include specific funds for school libraries. Compare allocations
since FY2001 with this chart (PDF file). American Libraries Editor and
Publisher Leonard Kniffel notes that the freeze is both oddly familiar
and disappointing....
District Dispatch, Feb. 1; Institute of Museum and Library Services, Feb. 1; AL: Inside
Scoop, Feb. 1

University endowments: Worst year since the
Depression
The nation’s college and university endowments, struggling with
declining gifts and massive investment losses, suffered their worst
year since the Great Depression, sustaining an average loss of
18.7% in the year ending June 30, 2009, according to a new study

vendor and the
ongoing and iterative
process of cost
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resources for those
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practices. Many
libraries have
published their
manuals on the web,
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sample policies on a
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questions.

Better World Books is
now sponsoring book
drives to support literacy
and education initiatives
in Haiti. You can help by
donating books
specifically for the Haiti
rebuilding effort. Send
them to: Better World
Books, Attn: Rebuild Haiti,
55740 Currant Rd.,
Mishawaka, IN 46545.
Please send only books in
good condition. Note:
Book donations are not
tax deductible. You can
also donate cash to the
Red Cross or the ALA
Haiti Library Relief Fund.

http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/jan/18/philip-gross-ts-eliot-winner
http://audiobooker.booklistonline.com/2010/02/01/spoken-word-grammy-winners-2/
http://www.grammy.com/nominees?category=161
http://audiobooker.booklistonline.com/2010/01/30/survey-time/
http://audiobooker.booklistonline.com/2010/01/30/survey-time/
http://www.imls.gov/news/2010/012910.shtm
http://www.imls.gov/news/2010/012910.shtm
http://www.wo.ala.org/districtdispatch/?p=4336
http://www.wo.ala.org/districtdispatch/?p=4336
http://www.imls.gov/news/2010/020110.shtm
http://www.imls.gov/pdf/01-11_AppropriationsTable.pdf
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/inside-scoop/presidents-budget-freeze-seems-oddly-familiar
http://www.businessweek.com/bschools/content/jan2010/bs20100127_360651.htm
http://www.businessweek.com/bschools/content/jan2010/bs20100127_360651.htm
http://www.commonfund.org/Commonfund/Archive/Press+Release/2010+0128+News+NCSE+Endowment+Returns+FY2009.htm
http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Cost_Analysis
http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Cost_Analysis
http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Sources_of_Sample_Policies
http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Finding_Sample_Book_Labeling_Policies
http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Finding_Sample_Book_Labeling_Policies
mailto:AskTheLibrarian@ala.org
http://www.betterworldbooks.com/Custom.aspx?f=helphaiti
http://www.redcross.org/
http://www.ala.org/ala/aboutala/offices/iro/iroactivities/haitirelieffund.cfm
http://www.ala.org/ala/aboutala/offices/iro/iroactivities/haitirelieffund.cfm


AL Direct, February 3, 2010

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2010/february/020310.htm[7/17/2014 2:21:30 PM]

by the National Association of College and University Business
Officers and the Commonfund Institute. The downdraft hammered
both public schools and privates, with Harvard and Yale the hardest
hit....
Business Week, Jan. 28

Obama to seek sweeping change in No Child law
The Obama administration is proposing a sweeping overhaul of
President Bush’s signature education law, No Child Left Behind, and
will call for broad changes in how schools are judged to be
succeeding or failing, as well as for the elimination of the law’s 2014
deadline for bringing every American child to academic proficiency.
The proposals would eliminate or rework many of the provisions that
teachers’ unions, associations of principals, school boards, and other
groups have found most objectionable....
New York Times, Jan. 31

Bankruptcy complicates deal for Roosevelt papers
When President Obama signed a law February 1 to clear the way for
the largest privately held archive of papers relating to President
Franklin D. Roosevelt to be donated to Roosevelt’s presidential
library, it was to be the culmination of a five-year effort to make the
documents available. But that effort will have to wait at least a little
while longer. The documents have been in legal limbo for years
because of an ownership dispute involving the National Archives and
Hollinger International, a now-bankrupt company formerly controlled
by Canadian press baron Conrad M. Black, now serving a federal
prison sentence in Florida on fraud charges....
New York Times, Feb. 2

Parent wants book removed from Fond
du Lac school library
A popular young adult book in the Theisen Middle
School Library in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, is being
challenged as inappropriate. Ann Wentworth issued a
formal complaint with the school district, objecting to
“sexual content too mature for 11- to 14-years-olds”
in the book One of Those Hideous Books Where the
Mother Dies by Sonya Sones. The complaint lists some examples of
the inappropriate content from the book, including references to
“losing your virginity,” condoms, and a stepmother being called a
“controlling bitch.”...
Fond du Lac (Wis.) Reporter, Jan. 29

Tulsa school board backs Buster
A book that was challenged as inappropriate by the
parents of a student in Tulsa’s Thomas Jefferson
Elementary School will remain on library shelves, the
district’s Board of Education ruled January 27. The
board voted 3–1 to keep the book, Buster’s Sugartime
by Marc Brown, which the parents said was
inappropriate because it alluded to a same-sex
relationship. The book is a condensed version of a
2005 episode of the Postcards from Buster series that airs on PBS in
which the anthropomorphic animated rabbit Buster visits Vermont
during “Mud Season” to learn about the state and how maple syrup
is made....
Tulsa (Okla.) World, Jan. 28

Dictionary back on the shelf at Menifee school

Calendar

Feb. 12–13:
43rd California
International
Antiquarian Book
Fair, Hyatt Regency
Century Plaza, Los
Angeles.

Feb. 13–14:
Free Culture X
Conference, Students
for Free Culture,
George Washington
University,
Washington, D.C.

Feb. 22–24:
O’Reilly Tools of
Change for
Publishing
Conference, Marriott
Marquis Times Square,
New York City.

Mar. 4:
World Book Day, U.K.
and Ireland.

Mar. 23:
National Information
Standards
Organization, Forum,
Georgia Tech Global
Learning Center,
Atlanta. “Discovery to
Delivery: Creating a
First-Class User
Experience.”

Mar. 2:
Read Across America
Day, sponsored by the
National Education
Association. List your
library event on Kids-
List.

Apr. 21–22:
ACRL/LLAMA Spring
Virtual Institute,
webcasts and online
poster sessions.

Apr. 29–May 1:
38th Annual LOEX
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The Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary will return to 4th- and
5th-grade classrooms at Oak Meadows Elementary School, a
committee of Menifee (Calif.) Union School District parents, teachers,
and administrators decided January 26. Parents can opt to have their
kids use an alternative dictionary. School officials pulled the
dictionaries from classrooms after a parent complained about a child
stumbling across definitions of objectionable words....
Riverside (Calif.) Press-Enterprise, Jan. 26

Evanston branches to close for good
Evanston (Ill.) Public Library’s two branches will be permanently
shutting their doors after the city council voted 6–3 on February 1 to
cut funding in order to alleviate the $9.5-million budget deficit it
needs to balance by February 9. Alderman Ann Rainey moved to
accept City Manager Wally Bobkiewicz’s proposal to cease financing
the libraries, saying the city has more pressing needs. Library
supporters say they are shocked by the council’s decision....
Daily Northwestern, Feb. 2

Book banning in Texas prisons
Nearly 89,800 book and magazine titles have been
reviewed by the Texas Department of Criminal Justice
over the years to determine if the reading material is
suitable for its inmates. One thing is clear: Texas
prisoners are missing out on some fine reading. Books
by Pete Dexter, Joyce Carol Oates, Annie Proulx,
William T. Vollmann, Katherine Dunn, Barry Hannah,
Alice Walker, Robert Penn Warren, John Updike, Pablo
Neruda, André Gide, and Haitian writer Edwidge Danticat are all on
the banned list....
Austin (Tex.) American-Statesman, Jan. 30

Haitians fight to save historic archives
Patrick Tardieu (right) knows it is hard to think about
crumpled paper at a time like this, when so many
people have been displaced and hundreds of thousands
have died. The 58-year-old archivist at La Bibliothèque
Haitienne des Pères du Saint-Esprit was in his Port-au-
Prince home when the magnitude-7.0 earthquake
struck Haiti on January 12. But for Tardieu—now a
visiting scholar at the John Carter Brown Library in Providence—and
a group of librarians and historians in the Caribbean and abroad, it’s
not just homes and lives that have been lost. It could be the
country’s history. More news here about Haitian collections....
National Post (Canada), Feb. 1; Brown Daily Herald, Feb. 2; College Art Association, Feb.
1

Librarian loses hair for Haiti
Trina Zuyderduyn, teacher-librarian at the Glenrosa Middle School in
Westbank, British Columbia, bet her hair that the school couldn’t
raise $650 for the Haitian relief effort. She wanted to make the
students more aware of what had happened in Haiti. They did, she
lost, and January 27 over the lunch hour, she paid up. Dozens of
students packed into the school library to watch Zuyderduyn get her
head shaved. “We ended up with $1,160.75, almost double what I
was hoping for,” said Zuyderduyn....
West Kelowna (B.C.) News, Jan. 27

Remember Haiti: Wear red and
blue February 12

Conference, Hyatt
Regency Hotel,
Dearborn, Michigan.
“Bridging and Beyond:
Developing Librarian
Infrastructure.”

May 13:
May Hill Arbuthnot
Honor Lecture,
Kathleen T. Horning,
“Can Children’s Books
Save the World?” UCR
Extension Center,
Riverside, California.

May 17–18:
Texas Conference on
Digital Libraries,
AT&T Executive
Education and
Conference Center,
Austin.
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Students, faculty, and staff at the Clinton
School of Public Service in Little Rock,
Arkansas, are encouraging people throughout
the United States to join them to remember
the victims of the Haitian earthquake by wearing red and blue, the
colors of Haiti, on February 12. A month after the earthquake, the
school hopes this gesture will remind Americans to continue to
donate to aid organizations and support those working to help Haiti
recover....
Clinton School of Public Service Blog, Feb. 3

Grand reopening of Bay St.
Louis library
The wait is over for patrons of the Bay St.
Louis–Hancock County (Miss.) Library as
the 18,000-square-foot headquarters
branch was formally reopened January 29.
The building, which suffered wind and
water damage from Hurricane Katrina in 2005, has undergone an
extensive renovation. According to Library Executive Director Patty
Furr, “This project has put our building back in tip-top shape, and we
hope to get many good years of service from the beautiful new
space.”...
Mississippi Library Association, Feb. 2

Too expensive? Build your own self-checkout kiosk
Myrna Brayton, director of the Kirkendall Public Library in Ankeny,
Iowa, knew the library was in need of a self-checkout kiosk to relieve
crowds at the circulation desk. The problem: Such a set-up would
cost $23,000—money the library didn’t have readily available. But
AV/Technical Support Librarian Eric Melton came up with an
alternative and the price was right. Melton built the system with a
touch screen, scanner, and printer for $1,500....
Des Moines (Iowa) Register, Feb. 2

Enoch Pratt, Topeka libraries
on Foursquare
The Enoch Pratt library system in
Baltimore is starting to use Foursquare, a
mobile location-based network/game that
allows users to “check in” to a spot,
collect points and fun badges, and share
tips and information about locations.
They’re giving away prizes, too. Many
think that Foursquare represents the next phase of the mobile web
that could be a boon for nonprofits, such as libraries. David Lee King
is also using it at the Topeka and Shawnee County (Kans.) Public
Library....
Baltimore Sun: BaltTech, Feb. 3; David Lee King, Jan. 25

Warren library warns its branches may close
Library administrators for Michigan’s third-largest city say residents
should prepare to do without the three branches of the Warren Public
Library. They are out of money and expect closures before July 1.
City council opted to take no action on a request for a special May
election to ask voters to support a tax increase to keep the buildings
open, and library administrators plan to ask residents to support a
tax increase of 0.85 mills in August....
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Detroit News, Jan. 31

KC library film vault grows richer
with upgrades, additions
One of Kansas City’s cinematic gems just got
polished. Since opening in 2007, the Stanley H.
Durwood Film Vault in the basement of the
Kansas City (Mo.) Central Library has been one
of the classiest hot spots on the local movie
scene. Seating just 28, the film vault is not
only an extremely cool environment—an unused vault in the
basement of the former bank building was turned into a plush
screening room—but it offers a regular stream of free films shown
from DVDs in the library’s collection. So popular are these showings
that library officials have had to convert a nearby storeroom into an
auxiliary viewing area for overflow crowds....
Kansas City (Mo.) Star, Jan. 30

GLBT collection named after Saskatoon
librarian
Neil Richards (right) may have retired five years ago,
but he can still be found nearly every day in the
special collections department in the University of
Saskatchewan library in Saskatoon. And even on days
when he’s not there, his name remains: The library’s
collection of queer materials was recently named for him. The Neil
Richards Collection of Sexual and Gender Diversity is one of the
largest collections of its kind in North America....
Saskatoon (Sask.) StarPhoenix, Jan. 31

Henderson, Nevada, experiments with
Redbox
Two Henderson, Nevada, libraries now house Redbox
movie kiosks as part of a nationwide trial by the
company. Gayle Hornaday, assistant director for
Henderson District Public Libraries, said waiting lists
for movies is a chronic problem. The Redboxes are
expected to alleviate the problem by providing more
copies of popular films. Redbox has a waiting list of about 200
libraries across the country that want to become kiosk locations....
Las Vegas (Nev.) Sun, Jan. 27

Calgary library targets
supermarket shoppers
The Calgary (Alberta) Public Library is
trying to catch the attention of
supermarket shoppers by placing
advertisements right in with the
bananas and pastrami. New library ads
have made their way into the produce
and deli departments of 10 Real Canadian Superstores across the
city. The slogan for the campaign is “Everything you’re into,” and the
advertisements feature such lines as “from barbecue to bull riding”
and “from ham to Hamlet.”...
CBC News, Jan. 27

Student project leads to new library at Brockton
school
When his class at Brockton (Mass.) Champion High School was
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assigned to do a community service project, Leroy Lynch Jr. realized
he had to look no further than his own school for a good idea: The
school had no library. Lynch suggested creating the library in a large
room being used for storage. His fellow classmates, teachers, and
school administrators all agreed. And after three months of work,
Lynch got to see the results of his idea on January 29, as a new
3,000-title library opened....
Brockton (Mass.) Enterprise, Feb. 1

The library: Progress that makes
sense 
The Vermont Square branch of the Los Angeles
Public Library floats like a little yellow ark on
the big green empty lawn of a park in South
Los Angeles. Kevin Harvey Sr., a 43-year-old
ex-con and former gang member, goes there
several days a week with his two daughters, ages 13 and 10. Each
afternoon they spend between the stacks of young adult novels is a
kind of promise that their lives won’t be like his....
Los Angeles Times, Jan. 30

Bambi goes berserk in school library 
Whether it was to do research or check out the latest Dr. Seuss
book, a deer broke through a back-door window and into the library
at Graham A. Barden Elementary School in Havelock, North Carolina,
the morning of February 2. After Custodian Kelvin Becton discovered
the broken window in the library, he noticed a small deer run into
the library office and run out a few minutes later. Administrators plan
to use the incident to educate students about the impact that
humans have on wildlife....
Havelock (N.C.) News, Feb. 2

New Mattapan branch becomes a
haven for teens
In 2009, residents of the Mattapan neighborhood
got their wish, a sparkling, $17-million glass-
and-marble branch of the Boston Public Library
with an abundance of books, learning materials,
and programming. But they also got an
unexpected problem—throngs of young people who have daily
overwhelmed the library’s staff of eight and created a hot spot for
trouble....
Boston Globe, Jan. 30

Law librarian sues for defamation in false-alarm
case
Sheila Ciemniecki, librarian at the law firm of Parker McCay in
Evesham Township, New Jersey, filed suit in U.S. District Court in
Camden December 23 for defamation of character. She claims that
the firm wrongly accused her of setting off a false fire alarm in the
building June 3, which led to her arrest. The Burlington County
prosecutor later dropped all charges. Ciemniecki said her nine years
at the firm were spotless until shortly before the incident when she
had a falling out with her supervisor....
Philadelphia Daily News, Jan. 30

A worldwide search for Yale’s rare
books
Of the items she has obtained for Yale University’s
library, Dorothy Woodson (right) is most fond of a set
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of campaign T-shirts for South African president Jacob
Zuma, which she purchased while in South Africa this
past summer. Or it might be a copy of the New
Testament published in Vai, an indigenous language of Liberia. As the
Africana Collections Curator for the Yale Library, Woodson has
traveled from Johannesburg to Timbuktu in search of new
materials....
Yale Daily News, Jan. 28

Lincoln University students upset about
closed library
In her nearly three years at Lincoln University in
Chester County, Pennsylvania, Amelia Sherwood has
only been able to access the campus library for a
few months. The Langston Hughes Memorial Library
closed in 2008 for a $17-million renovation, but it
has been hampered by funding delays and will not
reopen until 2011. Meanwhile, the school has set up a temporary
facility in modular trailers, which allows students to request books a
day in advance....
Philadelphia Daily News, Jan. 31

Go back to the Top

Tech Talk

What’s inside the iPad’s chip?
Christopher Mims writes: “Despite widespread
speculation, nothing beyond what Steve Jobs
announced January 27 is known about the A4
chip at the heart of the Apple iPad. Jobs
described the chip with typical restraint during
the unveiling of the iPad. ‘It’s powered by our own silicon—the one
gigahertz Apple A4 chip—it screams,’ he said, adding that the A4
chip includes an integrated CPU and graphics core on a single system
on a chip (SoC).”...
Technology Review, Feb. 2

How to clip, sort, and cite the
entire web with Zotero
Jason Fitzpatrick writes: “If you’re looking
for a way to organize all the information
you find and research you do online, and
you’ve had enough with bookmarking,
copying, and pasting, and cobbled-together techniques not cutting it,
Zotero is a comprehensive information manager for Firefox. Zotero
is, at its heart, a citation manager. It was designed to facilitate
research and to make organizing and including that research in
essays and publications pain free. As such, it’s an excellent tool for
any scholar, researcher, or student to have in their toolbox.”...
Lifehacker, Feb. 3

10 great digital photography
downloads
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Preston Gralla writes: “Have a digital camera
and plenty of photos? Want some help with
editing and managing them all? We’ve rounded
up 10 downloads that will let you take control
of your photos. Whether you’re looking for a
top-of-the-line photo editor, a great photo manager, or nifty utilities
to handle tasks such as finding duplicates, we have just the thing.
And every program is free—not only to download but also to use.”...
PC World, Feb. 2

LC opens the door to open source software
The Library of Congress has established an internal process to create
open source software. This will make it easier for software developers
and sponsors within the library to produce software that can be
freely redistributed to users worldwide. LC has been especially active
in developing tools that support digital preservation processes,
including the secure transfer of digital files....
Library of Congress, Jan. 14

Post-It notes for the Twitter
generation
Mike Melanson writes: “While furiously
trying to organize my digital life this past
weekend, I found myself with an obscene
number of tabs open at the same time
while hopping from thought to thought. It
was in the middle of this confusing mess
that I came across list.it, the self-described ‘simple, free, open-
source, note-keeping tool to help you manage the tons of little
information bits you need to keep track of each day.’ List.it exists as
a sort of frame on your browser that you can hide or show with a
hotkey.” Watch the video (1:46)....
ReadWriteWeb, Feb. 2

Readability makes web pages easy
to read and print
Phil Bradley writes: “Readability is a simple
tool that makes reading on the web more
enjoyable by removing the clutter around what
you’re reading. This is a work of minor genius.
We all get faced with pages that are too small
to read properly, or too dense, or covered with
ads or other extraneous material. These same
pages are also usually a real pain to print out. Along comes this tool,
which is a simple add-on to your browser bar.”...
Phil Bradley’s Weblog, Jan. 29

Publishing

Macmillan e-books will cost $15 on Amazon.com
After refusing to sell any Macmillan books or e-books for three days,
Amazon.com gave in on January 31 to demands by the publisher
that it start charging $12.99 to $14.99 for Macmillan e-books, rather
than Amazon’s customary $9.99. In a statement, Amazon warned
that customers might “rebel against such a high price for books that
cost far less to distribute than physical books.” Publishers have long
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balked at Amazon’s price; however, for most bestsellers, Amazon has
stood its ground until now. Read a good discussion on how content
trumped distribution at Wired....
The Consumerist, Jan. 31; Wired: Epicenter, Feb. 1

E-reading’s future may not be iPad,
but Blio
Despite the buzz about Apple’s iPad and how it
could be useful for reading e-books, a new
software program might hold even more
promise for education. Blio, a free e-reader
program expected in February, reportedly will
allow users to read more than a million
electronic books on nearly any device, with the
ability to highlight and annotate text and hear
the text read aloud. Blio was announced at the Consumer Electronics
Show in Las Vegas and is the brainchild of education-technology
pioneer Ray Kurzweil....
eSchool News, Jan. 31

Librarian’s Library: Gilded Age
Mary Ellen Quinn writes: “The phase ‘Gilded Age’ may
conjure up visions of Newport mansions, but the era
was a formative time for libraries. Librarianship in
Gilded Age America: An Anthology of Writings, 1868–
1901 compiles articles, letters, and other documents
from familiar names in library history, among them
Charles Ammi Cutter, Melvil Dewey, and John Cotton
Dana. Also here are Andrew Carnegie’s explanation of
why library philanthropy is a good use of surplus wealth and engineer
Bernard R. Green’s description—delivered at the 1896 ALA Annual
Conference—of the new Library of Congress building.”...
American Libraries, Mar.

The skinny on fat in fiction
Beth Carswell writes: “The world is obsessed with fat.
If a fictional character is fat, it’s a struggle for them,
and often the central theme of the book. It often goes
hand-in-hand with unflattering character traits, such as
laziness, sloppiness, or greed. Sometimes a writer will
make a character fat as a political tool, in order to
convey their own intended message, be it one of size
acceptance, or tolerance. This seems most prevalent,
logically, in children’s books.” Many readers responded to this post....
AbeBooks, Jan.; Reading Copy Books Blog, Feb. 2

Out-of-print T-shirts
Wendy Dembo writes: “The news of J. D. Salinger’s
passing January 27 led us to Out of Print, a new
company presenting the world’s greatest literature
through book-cover T-shirts. Each seminal cover
reproduced is often out-of-print and hard-to-find.
The launch collection includes about 20 styles
featuring the work of such design innovators such as
George Salter, Alvin Lustig, Paul Bacon, Edward McKnight Kauffer,
and Len Deighton. The company’s mission is to donate one book for
each shirt sold to a community in need through its partner Books for
Africa.”...
Cool Hunting, Jan. 29
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Actions & Answers

10,000 rally online for Illinois
library funding 
In just over 24 hours, 10,000 Illinois library
fans sent more than 20,000 emails January
20–22 to the offices of Gov. Pat Quinn and
Comptroller Daniel Hynes to save essential
library services from the chopping block.
Due to nonpayment of state funds, Illinois residents may soon lose
full privileges they currently receive with their public library cards,
including the ability to borrow materials from libraries other than
their home library....
North Suburban Library System, Wheeling, Ill., Jan. 28

Critical thinking and information literacy
Heather Davis writes: “It is important to ask this question: Is it
possible for critical thinking to take the place of information literacy
in today’s digital information universe? In this post, I’ll be looking at
information literacy and critical thinking as components of
assessment. How is critical thinking and information literacy
intertwined in the assessment of student learning? What other types
of literacies are required for today’s student? Why is information
literacy critical to student learning?”...
In the Library with the Lead Pipe, Feb. 3

Nothing is the future
Wayne Bivens-Tatum writes: “Because someone has chosen to
bombard RUSA listservs with notices of new iPhone apps and the
like, I’ve been forced to see more statements about ‘the future’
recently. The kindest interpretation of such statements is that
librarians are trying to create that future by speaking it. The less
kind interpretation is that the authors are reducing a complex field to
whatever marginal utility they’re focused on and claiming that this is
the future. The most likely statement is that nothing is the future,
period.”...
Academic Librarian, Feb. 1

Google lets kids design next logo
Google kicked off its third installment of Doodle
4 Google, a yearly nationwide art contest for
students in grades K–12. Eligible students can
submit their own “Google Doodles,” and the
winning Doodle will appear on Google’s homepage for one day, May
27. The winner will also receive a $15,000 college scholarship, a
laptop computer, and a $25,000 technology grant for his or her
school. All doodles must be submitted by March 31....
Official Google Blog, Feb. 3

Web 1.0, 2.0, and 3.0 for nonprofits
Heather Mansfield writes: “While there are a good number of tech-
savvy hipsters out there that understand terms like static web,
dynamic content, user-generated, cloud computing, and semantic
web, the majority of nonprofits don’t talk or understand such tech
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speak. So, to simplify for the nonprofit masses, I here present and
frame very simple definitions and interpretations of Web 1.0, Web
2.0, and Web 3.0.”...
Nonprofit Tech 2.0, Jan. 28

10 steps to promote learning in your
conference presentation
Peter Bromberg writes: “If the goal of a library
conference is that attendees will learn, what do
conference presentations have to look like to achieve
that goal? I believe the goal of presenting should be
to create a change in the listener—a change of
behavior, thinking, and/or feeling. Any good teacher or trainer will
tell you that to be effective in creating that change, you must begin
with the learning objective(s) in mind, and work backwards from
there to design the lesson or the talk.”...
ALA Learning, Feb. 2

Finding my tribe at Educause
Michael Stephens writes: “I surprised myself with the admission that
I felt very at home with the attendees, speakers, and organizers of
the Educause Learning Initiative Annual Meeting in Austin in January.
I had never been to the conference before and I was rather nervous
about my invited presentation. This was a step away from presenting
in the library world. I found folks doing and thinking the same things
I am doing and thinking at Dominican GSLIS, but I didn’t find
librarians.”...
ALA TechSource Blog, Feb. 2

Reading skills and early-childhood residence: A
correlation 
A landmark study from the University of British Columbia finds that
the neighborhoods in which children reside at kindergarten predict
their reading comprehension skills seven years later. The study,
published in the journal Health and Place, finds children who live in
neighborhoods with higher rates of poverty show reduced scores on
standardized tests seven years later—regardless of the child’s place
of residence in Grade 7....
University of British Columbia, Jan. 14

Consider the library card
Jane Lynch writes: “There seem to be three
types of library-card users: those who are
loose-minded sports who will check out
anything and everything that their card
allows—fiction, nonfiction, history, new
books, old—as long as it is a book; those
who use their card in order to access the library in its rawest form as
an academic and research institution; and those with equal severity
who will use their card to check out only the newest and latest
releases, and not much else. If I had to choose, I’d fall into the first
category. We have more fun.”...
Los Angeles Metblogs, Jan. 29

Ideas you can use in book discussion groups
Angela Hanshaw writes: “Recently, Nancy Opalko, a children’s
librarian at a public library who has paired with a local alternative
school for the Great Stories CLUB, asked the program’s electronic
discussion list two good questions: ‘How can I promote more interest
in the book and get a discussion going?’ and ‘How do the rest of you
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handle disruptive behavior?’ Her questions immediately got a number
of responses, many of which can be adapted and expanded beyond
the Great Stories CLUB to work in your library.”...
Programming Librarian, Jan. 28

Reduce waste and build
community
Laura Bruzas writes: “Twice a year, the
staff person who maintains our periodicals weeds them to make room
for new issues to be added to the collection. Instead of just tossing
these magazines in the trash, the magazines being weeded are made
available to our patrons gratis for an entire month. At the end of
that month, we now also post the availability of any remaining issues
on The Freecycle Network.”...
AL: Green Your Library, Jan. 29

Is the customer always right?
mk Eagle writes: “In my first few weeks as a full-time high school
librarian, I was very conscious of the atmosphere I created (or
encouraged) in the library. I was convinced that the success of my
program depended in no small part on whether or not my students
felt comfortable with me, both as a person and as a teacher. But
now, at the start of the second semester, all I want is a custom T-
shirt that reads, ‘I am not a doormat.’”...
YALSA Blog, Feb. 3

The world of forgotten
information
Pete Weitzel writes: “There’s a
fascinating world of all but hidden information out there waiting to be
tapped. A growing number of news organizations are beginning to
mine and manipulate that information, which in many instances rests
in government records that, while public, are for practical purposes
obscure. The conversion by government offices to electronic record
keeping has not, in many instances, made it easier for the average
reporter, let alone the average citizen, to get access to that
information. And even when agencies post records online, the data is
frequently difficult to find.” See the full article (PDF file)....
American Society of News Editors, Feb. 2

NLM to digitize more historical items 
The National Library of Medicine, the world’s largest
medical library, has been named a partner in a
multicentered grant to digitize materials in the history
of medicine. As one of five libraries participating in
the digital Medical Heritage Project, NLM will receive
$360,000 over the next two months to digitize items
from its historical medical collections. The other grant
recipients are the Harvard, Yale, and Columbia medical libraries, and
New York Public Library....
National Library of Medicine, Jan. 29

Digital natives explore digital
preservation
Today’s teenagers are part of the first
generation to grow up immersed and
fluent in the world of digital technologies.
These digital natives depend on digital
information for communication, education,
and entertainment—but they may not
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know that this information can easily be lost. In a recent workshop,
the Library of Congress asked a group of students for their thoughts
on digital preservation. This video (3:48) summarizes their
responses....
National Digital Information Infrastructure and Preservation Program, Jan. 29

New optical lab brings LC into the
21st century
Donna Urschel writes: “In room 27 on the sub-
basement level of the Library of Congress James
Madison Building, fascinating details of our
historical heritage are coming to light in the
recently opened Optical Properties Laboratory.
Operated by the library’s Preservation Research and Testing Division,
the new lab enhances LC’s capability to use nondestructive analytical
techniques to track changes in optical properties of materials, helping
conservators, curators, and librarians extend the life of the
collections.”...
Library of Congress Blog, Feb. 1

How to build a more beautiful
blog
Matt Silverman writes: “Whether you’re
blogging for business or pleasure, now
is the time to take your little corner of
the web to the next level. Social media
makes your blog more visible and valuable than ever, and the
amount of resources available to beautify and streamline your blog is
enormous, and ever growing. The best part is, you don’t have to be a
designer or a programmer to create a great-looking blog, but you
should know where to find the right resources, and how to align your
blog’s design with its purpose.”...
Mashable, Jan. 28

What has the internet done to us?
Heather Havrilesky writes: “I think it's finally safe to proclaim that
the information age has officially arrived. The digital revolution has
led us all to this: a gigantic, commercial, high-school reunion/mall
filthy with insipid tabloid trivia, populated by perpetually distracted,
texting, tweeting demi-humans. Yes, the information age truly is
every bit as glorious and special as everyone predicted it would be!
Apparently this digital dystopia is so bewildering that even internet
theorist Douglas Rushkoff is reconsidering his unconditional love for
new media.”...
Salon, Jan. 30

How to open a book
Chuck Whiting writes: “Cataloging books
the other day, I came across an 1890s
multivolume set called Messages and Papers
of the Presidents. Inside one of the volumes
was a slip of printed paper with a
bookbinder’s message: ‘How to Open a
Book.’ The Government Printing Office is the likely source of this
piece of paper. Opening a book is not as easy as you might think. At
least if you read these instructions and try to follow them.”...
Bibliophemera, Jan. 29

At the edges of libraries
Jessamyn West put together a shortlist of
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things that are not quite libraries, not just
books, as guest blogger for Boing Boing.
Included are shelf and ownership marks at
the Princeton University library, the
Oregon State Hospital’s Library of Dust,
edible geography, fore-edge book painting, Brian Dettmer’s book art,
and the Typo of the Day for Librarians blog....
Boing Boing, Jan. 31

Librarians do the “Thriller” dance
Erica Palan writes: “In her new book This Book Is
Overdue!: How Librarians and Cybrarians Can Save
Us All, Marilyn Johnson explores the relevance of
librarians in the technological age. She also makes
them seem like the coolest people on earth. In one
chapter, she notes that readers wouldn’t believe
how many videos of librarians dancing to Michael
Jackson’s ‘Thriller’ are available on YouTube. We scoped it out and
Johnson was right. Here are some of the best,” including one (0:34,
above) from ALA’s 2008 Book Cart Drill Team competition....
Mental Floss Blog, Jan. 28

British Library launches new
virtual history timeline
Comparing the Peasants’ Revolt with the Punk
Revolution or medieval astrology with the
Apollo moon landings might appear
unconnected at first, but the British Library’s
new interactive timeline, launched January 28, allows students to get
a sense of change, continuity, and chronology when studying
historical events. Bringing together material from the library’s vast
collections and using cutting-edge technology, users will now be able
to discover historical connections and create links in an exciting
multimedia experience....
British Library, Jan. 28
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Evanston branch backers won’t back
down
“For too long the libraries have been an easy mark
for the city at budget time,” declared Evanston,
Illinois, resident Lori Keenan in a February 6
statement on behalf of BranchLove.org, a grassroots
group she cofounded. Keenan, along with other
library backers in the Chicago suburb that is home to
Northwestern University, is continuing a campaign to
keep Evanston Public Library’s two branches open despite the city
council’s February 1 vote to close them effective March 1....
American Libraries Online, Feb. 9

Justice Department objects to revised Google
Books settlement
The Department of Justice filed a statement of interest February 4
saying that despite “substantial progress” it still had objections to
the proposed settlement of lawsuits challenging Google’s Book Search
project, noting that the agreement continued to raise copyright,
antitrust, and class certification issues. While the filing said the
amended settlement “is more circumscribed in its sweep” than the
earlier proposal, it “suffers from the same core problem as the
original agreement.” Karen Coyle offers a succinct analysis....
American Libraries Online, Feb. 5; Coyle’s InFormation, Feb. 5

How to celebrate women’s history @
your library
Kay Ann Cassell and Kathleen Weibel write:
“National Women’s History Month in March offers
libraries a familiar framework for programming
and for updating your website, displays, and
exhibits. You can take an approach similar to
National Library Week, Black History Month, and
other heritage-themed celebrations relevant to your community.
Many types of libraries join in the celebration, even if only at the
most basic level of a book display. However, focusing on women’s
history and women as a library market segment offers so many more
creative opportunities for reaching out to your community.”...
American Libraries, Mar.
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In Practice: Your virtual brand
Meredith Farkas writes: “In the absence of a significant work history,
an online presence can help distinguish a job candidate from the sea
of new librarian résumés that come across most search committee
members’ desks. Imagine looking at the résumés of two librarians
with identical skill sets and experiences where the only difference is
that one has an online portfolio and blog. You’d probably take a look
at those online supplemental materials and would get a better sense
of whether this person would be a good fit for your institution.”...
American Libraries, Mar.

ALA News

ALA Library Snapshot Day
ALA Library Snapshot Day is an opportunity to tell
the story of how many books are checked out,
how many people receive help finding a job, how
libraries offer homework help, and the whole range
of daily services that go on in a well-supported and
professionally staffed library. To help spread the
concept across the land during the month of April,
visit the Snapshot Day primer and look at some fine examples of
how it has been done in New Jersey, Illinois, Maine, Pennsylvania,
and Wisconsin....

Mobile pediatric library named for
Judith Krug
Cathy and Scott Leiber (right) presented a mobile
library with 317 books February 5 to the staff and
patients of the Good Shepherd Rehabilitation Hospital
Pediatric Unit in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. The
custom-designed mobile book cart, valued at $300,
is named “Judith’s Reading Room” for Scott’s first
cousin, the late Judith F. Krug, director of the ALA
Office for Intellectual Freedom from 1967 to 2009.
Shortly after Krug’s death in April, Cathy walked into a Barnes &
Noble and asked how the family could honor her. The couple ended
up organizing a national book fair that took place in December and
spanned 10 states....
Good Shepherd Rehabilitation, Feb. 5; Allentown (Pa.) Morning Call, Feb. 6

Intellectual freedom webinar for trustees
The Office for Intellectual Freedom is partnering with ALTAFF to
present a one-hour webinar in February for library trustees on the
topic of controversial materials in library collections. The webinar,
entitled “Controversial Materials in the Library: Supporting Intellectual
Freedom in Your Community,” is intended to help trustees
understand the basics of intellectual freedom in libraries. It will be

ALA Annual Conference,
Washington, D.C., June
24–29. Special events
this year include
appearances by Toni
Morrison, Nancy Pearl,
Dave Isay, and Sarah,
Duchess of York.

Reviews are an
important resource for
readers’ advisory and
collection
development. They are
also a helpful
promotional tool,
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presented February 17, 23, and 26....

Programming Librarian offers
new features
The ALA Public Programs Office recently
launched new features and a monthly e-newsletter for its website,
ProgrammingLibrarian.org.  Designed for librarians who plan and
present cultural programs and events, the site is both a resource
center and a community of librarians committed to bringing increased
access to literature, music, contemporary issues, art, history, poetry,
scholars, writers, and musicians to their communities....

Urban teens in the library 
ALA Editions has released Urban Teens in the Library:
Research and Practice, edited by Denise E. Agosto and
Sandra Hughes-Hassell, experts in the information
habits and preferences of urban teens with proven
records of building better and more effective school
and public library programs. The book offers solutions
for any concerns and uncertainty librarians may face
when supporting this group of patrons and students....

Featured review: Social sciences
Leonard, Annie, and Ariane Conrad. The Story
of Stuff: How Our Obsession with Stuff Is
Trashing the Planet, Our Communities, and
Our Health—and a Vision for Change. Mar.
2010. 272p. Free Press, hardcover (978-1-
4391-2566-3).
Why is there so much garbage, and where
does it go? A Time magazine Hero of the
Environment, Leonard has traveled the world
tracking trash and its wake of destruction. Her investigations
convinced her that the impossible dream of perpetual economic
growth and the rampant consumer culture it engenders are
the root causes of today’s environmental crises. A rigorous
thinker in command of a phenomenal amount of information,
Leonard believes that we must calculate the full ecological and
social cost of our “stuff.” So she takes us through the
extraction of natural resources and the production,
distribution, consumption, and disposal of various products,
documenting ecohazards and the exploitation of workers along
the way. Drawing on her extensive research, gutsy fieldwork,
and efforts to live “green,” Leonard condemns the endless
barrage of advertisements, the plague of toxic synthetic
chemicals, and such covertly deleterious inventions as the
aluminum can....

Top 10 books on the
environment
Donna Seaman writes: “The best
environmental books reviewed over

introducing patrons to
new books on the
shelf. In Writing
Reviews for Readers’
Advisory, Brad
Hooper, adult books
editor at Booklist,
offers tips for writing
strong, relevant
reviews, and different
ways reviews can be
used to promote your
library. NEW! From
ALA Editions.
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It’s the Content,
Stupid
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2010 Annual
Conference,
Washington, D.C.:
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2011 Midwinter
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2011 Annual
Conference, New
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2012 Midwinter
Meeting, Dallas:
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the past 12 months—works of
extraordinary research, thought,
passion, and artistry—evince a rising
intensity of purpose in sync with the increasingly obvious
impacts of climate change and the public’s growing awareness
of the need for environmentally sound manufacturing,
agriculture, and energy.” Included are Eating Animals, A
Paradise Built in Hell, Slow Death by Rubber Duck, and
Wilderness Warrior: Theodore Roosevelt and the Crusade for
America....

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

Division News

Carla McClafferty to speak at AASL
awards luncheon
Carla Killough McClafferty, author of Forgiving God, the
story of her journey through grief after the death of her
youngest son, Corey, will be the guest speaker at the
June 28 AASL awards luncheon at the ALA 2010 Annual
Conference in Washington, D.C....

Academic multicultural librarians
ACRL has released Librarians Serving Diverse
Populations, written by Lori Mestre, associate professor
of library administration at the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign. This groundbreaking study of
diversity librarianship in academic libraries offers
recommendations for libraries seeking to fill diversity
librarian positions, provide follow-up training and
support after hiring new librarians, and strengthen
diversity efforts....
ACRL Insider, Feb. 9

Proposals for 2011 ACRL preconferences
ACRL invites proposal submissions for half- or full-day preconferences
to be held prior to the 2011 ALA Annual Conference on June 24,
2011, in New Orleans. Proposals must be submitted online by April 9.
Notifications will be issued by June 2010....

ASCLA seeks project director
ASCLA has issued an RFP for a project director to oversee a revision
of its 2005 Revised Standards and Guidelines of Service for the
Library of Congress Network of Libraries for the Blind and Physically
Handicapped. The project director will facilitate and coordinate all
phases of the standards development process, including managing a
working team and advisory committee of consumers and librarians....

Awards

January 20–24, 2012

2012 Annual
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2013 Annual
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2015 Annual
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2016 Midwinter
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January 22–26, 2016

2016 Annual
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2017 Midwinter
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January 20–24, 2017

2017 Annual
Conference, Chicago:
June 22–27, 2017
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2010 ALSC Distinguished Service
Award
Maggie Bush, retired Simmons College GSLIS
children’s literature professor, is the 2010 recipient
of the ALSC Distinguished Service Award that honors
an individual who has made significant contributions
to library service to children and ALSC. Beginning as
a children’s librarian at the New York Public Library, Bush has
devoted almost 50 years to the provision of high-quality library
services to young people....

2010 ALSC Maureen Hayes Award
ALSC has awarded its 2010 Maureen Hayes
Award to the Abbeville County (S.C.) Library
System. The award, sponsored by Simon &
Schuster Children’s Publishing, is designed to
provide up to $4,000 to an ALSC member
library to fund a visit from an author/illustrator
who will speak to children who have not had
the opportunity to hear a nationally known author/illustrator....

2010 ACRL/EBSS Award
Penny Minton Beile, interim department head for
reference services and department head of the
Curriculum Materials Center at the University of
Central Florida Libraries, has received the 2010 ACRL
Distinguished Education and Behavioral Sciences
Librarian Award. This award honors an academic
librarian who has made an outstanding contribution as
an education or behavioral sciences librarian through
accomplishments and service to the profession....

2010 Marta Lange/CQ Press Award
Bruce Pencek, college librarian for the social sciences at
Virginia Tech, has received the ACRL Law and Political
Science Section’s Marta Lange/CQ Press Award. The
award honors an academic or law librarian who has
made distinguished contributions to bibliography and
information service in law or political science....

2010 ALSC Bechtel Fellowship
ALSC has awarded the 2010 Louise Seaman Bechtel
Fellowship to library media specialist Christina H. Dorr,
from Columbus, Ohio. The fellowship is designed to
allow a qualified children’s librarian to spend a month
or more reading and studying at the Baldwin Library of
Historical Children’s Literature, part of the George A.
Smathers Libraries at the University of Florida,
Gainesville. Dorr will pursue her study, “Searching for Heroes.”...

Deadline extended for Patterson Copyright Award
In 2002, ALA’s Office for Information Technology Policy established
the L. Ray Patterson Copyright Award to honor particular individuals
or groups who “embody the spirit of the U.S. Copyright law as voiced
by the framers of our Constitution.” Nominations for the 2010 award
will be accepted through March 1....
District Dispatch, Feb. 9

2010 Penguin Young Readers Group Award

and Instructional
Materials, Luther
College, Decorah, Iowa.
Coordinates library,
research, and
instruction services in
support of the mission
of Luther College. This
includes leading a team
to set and implement a
vision for innovative
academic information
service across
traditional bounds of
libraries and technology
organizations in a
rapidly changing
environment. The
successful candidate
will join the leadership
team of Library and
Information Services
and report to the
Executive Director of
Library and Information
Services. We seek
creative, innovative,
and forward-thinking
individuals who show a
history of challenging
themselves and others
through their work and
service....

@ More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week
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ALSC has awarded the 2010 Penguin Young Readers Group Award to
four children’s librarians. The award consists of a $600 grant,
sponsored by Penguin Young Readers Group, for winners to attend
their first ALA Annual Conference....

Five EBSCO scholarship winners
In cosponsorship with ALA, EBSCO awarded five visionary librarians
$1,500 scholarships to attend the ALA Midwinter Meeting in Boston,
January 15–19. As part of the application process, EBSCO posed the
question: “What do you believe to be the biggest challenge in
managing electronic resources in libraries today and what solutions
do you envision?”...

Three libraries selected for Bookapalooza
ALSC has announced the winners of its fourth annual Bookapalooza
program. The three libraries selected to receive a collection of
children’s materials are the Foundation Schools in Rockville,
Maryland; Monterey County (Calif.) Free Libraries; and the Richmond
(Calif.) Public Library. Intended to help transform each library’s
collection, the Bookapalooza award provides an opportunity for
communities to use these new materials in creative and innovative
ways....

Scripter Award to Up in the Air writers
Up in the Air author Walter Kirn and screenwriters
Jason Reitman and Sheldon Turner took top honors at
the 2010 University of Southern California Libraries
Scripter Award ceremony February 6. The Scripters
recognize the author and scribes of a produced literary
work-to-film adaptation. Eric Roth won the 2010
Scripter Literary Achievement Award for his sustained
contributions to the art of film adaptation, including
The Curious Case of Benjamin Button, The Insider, Forrest Gump,
and Munich....
USC Libraries Scripter Award, Feb. 7

Kingsley Tufts poetry prize goes to D. A.
Powell
Claremont Graduate University has announced the
winners of its highly lucrative Kingsley and Kate Tufts
poetry awards. The Kingsley Tufts Award, which comes
with a prize of $100,000, will go to D. A. Powell for
his collection Chronic (Graywolf Press). The Kate Tufts
Discovery Award, a $10,000 prize that is given to a
first book by a poet, was won by Beth Bachmann for her collection
Temper (University of Pittsburgh)....
New York Times, Feb. 3

Third Annual Black Quill Awards

The permanent
collections of the
University of Iowa
Museum of Art
contain more than
12,000 objects, from
masterworks of
European and
American Art of the
20th century to a
world-renowned
collection of traditional
African Art. During the
1940s and 1950s, the
University’s School of
Art and Art History
presented exhibitions
of contemporary art
and acquired works
from these exhibitions.
Many of the museum’s
most important
paintings were
acquired during these
years, including Max
Beckmann’s Karneval
and Joan Miró’s 1939
A Drop of Dew Falling
from the Wing of a
Bird Awakens Rosalie
Asleep in the Shade of
a Cobweb. Areas
represented in the
UIMA collections
include African arts,
art of the Americas,
ceramics, drawings,
paintings,
photography, prints,
sculpture, and other
arts. Currently, the
UIMA Digital Collection
features over 5,100 of
the museum’s 12,000
objects; the rest of
the holdings will be
added in the near
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Dark Scribe magazine has announced the winners of
the Third Annual Black Quill Awards, celebrating the
best work in dark horror, suspense, and thrillers. The
editors’ choice for Dark Genre Novel of the Year award
went to Dark Places by Gillian Flynn, and the readers’
choice went to Drood by by Dan Simmons. Editors’
choice for Best Small Press Chill went to Kelland by
Paul G. Bens Jr. and the readers’ choice went to As
Fate Would Have It by Michael Louis Calvillo....
Dark Scribe, Feb. 9

Seen Online

FBI wants records kept of websites visited
The FBI is pressing internet service providers to record which
websites customers visit and retain those logs for two years, a
requirement that law enforcement believes could help it in
investigations of child pornography and other serious crimes. FBI
Director Robert Mueller supports storing internet users’ “origin and
destination information,” a bureau attorney said at a February 4
meeting of the Online Safety and Technology Working Group.
However, recording what websites are visited is likely to draw both
practical and privacy objections....
CNET: Politics and Law, Feb. 5

Jobs Bill contains Patriot Act extension
The Hill posted a draft (PDF file) of the Jobs Bill that could get a vote
in the Senate this week if the weather cooperates. It also includes an
extension of provisions for the Patriot Act on page 125. The draft
indicates a 10-month extension, although that will likely change to
12 months. The provisions set to expire on February 28 give the
government the ability to use roving wiretaps to monitor the
communications of suspects, get special court orders forcing
businesses to turn over evidence, and conduct surveillance on a so-
called “lone wolf”—someone who is not knowingly associated with
terrorists....
FDL News Desk, Feb. 9; Government Executive, Feb. 8

For Maryland prisoners, the library is a
lifeline
Maryland’s Prison Librarian Glennor Shirley (right) is
certainly on the job, with admirable commitment
and belief in the value of her work, even in the
midst of recession and budget crunch. The state’s
prison libraries have lost all funding for new books.
There’s an Inmate Welfare Fund, but most of it has
been used to provide inmates with access to court records and law
libraries. So Shirley recently organized a successful collection of
materials from the public libraries throughout Maryland, asking for
their discards and leftovers....
Baltimore Sun, Feb. 7

Broadband grants awarded to Rhode Island, South
Carolina
The Department of Commerce’s National Telecommunications and
Information Administration announced a $1.2-million Recovery Act
grant February 5 that will expand broadband internet access at

future.

Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site.

Public
Perception
How the World 
Sees Us

“You’re pretty cocky
for someone whose
job is obsolete
because of the
internet.”

—Parks and Recreation
Deputy Director Leslie Knope
(played by Amy Poehler),
responding to a Pawnee
(Indiana) Public Library
staffer’s wisecrack in the
“Sweetums” episode, which
aired on NBC Feb. 4.
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Rhode Island’s 71 public libraries. The same day, U.S. Commerce
Secretary Gary Locke announced a $5.9-million Recovery Act grant
that will expand broadband internet access at the South Carolina
Technical College System’s 16 member colleges....
National Telecommunications and Information Administration, Feb. 5

In tough times, a library branch
reopens
In the midst of a budget cut that is forcing it to cut
back hours at two-thirds of its locations, the New
York Public Library has found something to celebrate:
the reopening of the St. Agnes branch on Amsterdam
Avenue and 81st Street. The long-languishing three-
story stone building with the arched windows has
been restored to its former glory, thanks to a $9.8-million makeover.
The staff is preparing for a community welcome February 11, when a
day-long celebration will include magic tricks, face painting, and a
percussion session....
New York Times, Feb. 8

Profane, offensive, and great
Jonathan Zimmerman writes: “All great literature offends someone. I
can easily understand why Huck Finn makes African Americans
uncomfortable (and I would hope it would make whites a bit nervous,
too). But I can’t understand why we need to shield our kids from
these bad feelings. Why, oh why, must everybody feel good?
Literature should make us squirm and sweat, because that’s when we
really start to learn about the world, which is a messy and
disquieting place. So go ahead, get angry at these books. Just don’t
deny kids the same experience.”...
Philadelphia Inquirer, Feb. 9

Faculty group to advise on Harvard library
reorganization
History of Art and Architecture Professor Jeffrey F. Hamburger, a
vocal advocate for the primacy of the libraries during a time of
financial constraints, will chair a committee to represent faculty
interests in the ongoing process to reform the Harvard University
Library system. The Faculty Advisory Committee will not create
policy, but will instead ensure that the changes proposed by an
eight-member Library Implementation Group align with the priorities
of faculty members....
Harvard Crimson, Feb. 9

Civil War veterans post reopens
in Carnegie library
For some 30 years, Civil War veterans met
in a room at the library in Carnegie,
Pennsylvania, to share memories of
victory and defeat and comrades past. But
some time before the last member of the
Capt. Thomas Espy Post group died in
1937, the room was locked and all but
forgotten. Beset by funding problems, the Andrew Carnegie Free
Library did not have the means to deal with the collection of swords,
rifles, and other wartime mementos inside. But now the post—one of
about a half-dozen that remain largely intact—reopens February 12
as part of the library’s celebration of the 201st anniversary of
President Lincoln’s birth. Watch the video (2:00)....
Associated Press, Feb. 7; Andrew Carnegie Free Library; KDKA-TV, Pittsburgh, Jan. 21

Free Culture X
Conference, George
Washington University,
Feb. 13–14, at:
#fcx

American Libraries
news stories, videos,
tweets, and blog posts
at: 
amlibraries

Get professional tips
from the ALA Library, or
ask Member Services for
assistance with your
membership record or
webinar registration—we’ll
answer. Text us at
66746—and be sure to
begin your question with
“askALA.”

Ask the ALA
Librarian

Q. I am looking for a
collection
development policy
for the reference
collection but
haven’t really found
anything. I would
like to find a policy

http://www.ntia.doc.gov/press/2010/BTOPGrants_OSHEAN_100205.html
http://www.ntia.doc.gov/press/2010/BTOPGrants_SCStateBoard_100205.html
http://www.ntia.doc.gov/press/2010/BTOPGrants_SCStateBoard_100205.html
http://cityroom.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/02/08/amid-library-budget-cuts-st-agnes-branch-reopens/
http://cityroom.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/02/08/amid-library-budget-cuts-st-agnes-branch-reopens/
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/opinion/20100209_Profane__offensive__and_great.html
http://www.thecrimson.com/article/2010/2/9/library-faculty-hamburger-committee/
http://www.thecrimson.com/article/2010/2/9/library-faculty-hamburger-committee/
http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2010/02/civil_war_vets_post_in_western.html
http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2010/02/civil_war_vets_post_in_western.html
http://www.carnegiecarnegie.com/civilwarroom.html
http://www.carnegiecarnegie.com/civilwarroom.html
http://kdka.com/video/?id=67903@kdka.dayport.com
http://twitter.com/#search?q=%23fcx
http://twitter.com/amlibraries
http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=2902


AL Direct, February 10, 2010

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2010/february/021010-2.htm[7/17/2014 2:21:39 PM]

Turkish librarian wins case over
national ID card
A 47-year-old public library worker from western
Turkey may go down in history as the man who
forced his country to rethink the relationship between
the state and its citizens. On February 2, the
European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg ruled
that Turkey violated Sinan Işik’s rights by forcing him
to decide whether or not to disclose his religious conviction on the
official Turkish identity card. As a member of the Council of Europe,
Turkey has to abide by the court’s verdict....
The National (Abu Dhabi), Feb. 5

Library burned in South African
protest
The library in Siyathemba, Mpumalanga
province, southeast of Johannesburg, South
Africa, went up in flames February 9 during a
protest that appears to have shifted from labor
recruitment demands to an insistence that the local mayor resign.
During the previous two days of unrest, shops owned by refugees
and immigrants were looted and a municipal office set on fire....
The Citizen (South Africa), Feb. 9

Go back to the Top

Tech Talk

Google to experiment with high-
speed broadband
Google is planning to build and test ultra high-
speed broadband networks in a small number of
trial locations across the United States. It will
deliver internet speeds more than 100 times faster
than what most Americans have access to today
with 1 gigabit-per-second, fiber-to-the-home
connections. The plan is to offer service at a competitive price to at
least 50,000 and potentially up to 500,000 people with next-
generation apps, new deployment techniques, and open access.
Google wants to hear by March 26 from state and local government
officials who may be interested. Watch the video (1:25) or go to the
fiber-optic trial site for more information....
Official Google Blog, Feb. 10

Hands on with Google Buzz
Michael Muchmore writes: “Google lobbed
a salvo at Facebook February 9, adding
Google Buzz, a new social networking capability, to its popular Gmail
service. Though Google Buzz is somewhat integrated with Twitter and
a few other services—Flickr and Picasa, most notably—there’s no
integration with the social network of record, Facebook. And that’s a
hole Google will have to fill.” See other reviews at Search Engine
Land, PC World, and ReadWriteWeb. Sarah Perez has four hacks for
users, developers, and haters....
PC Magazine, Feb. 9; Search Engine Land, Feb. 9; PC World, Feb. 9; ReadWriteWeb, Feb.
9–10

that addresses the
shift from print to
electronic materials,
the selection criteria
for such materials,
and what kind of
reference materials
should preferably be
purchased in
electronic format
compared to the
ones we should
keep in print format.

A. ALA does not have
a collection
development policy for
the reference
collection. However,
we do have various
guidelines to help you
create your own
policy. The ALA
Library has gathered
some resources on
electronic collection
development and
more general
collection policies.
From the ALA
Professional Tips wiki.

@ The ALA Librarian
welcomes your
questions.

Membership in ALA
starts to pay you back
the moment you join.
With discounts on
products and services,
and members-only
access to information
through our website
and journals, you will
benefit right away.
Included in many of
these benefits are
resources to advance
your career, your
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Mobile site generator
Jason Griffey writes: “Chad Haefele, reference librarian for emerging
technologies at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, has
released a great tool for mobilizing your website: the Mobile Site
Generator. Chad’s responsible for the UNC-CH library’s awesome
mobile site, so he knows a thing or two about creating one. If you’ve
been considering finding a way to mobilize your site, you could do a
lot worse than take a half-hour and give this a try.”...
AL: Perpetual Beta, Feb. 9

Share USB drives anywhere
Eric Griffith writes: “If you’re into computers,
you’ve probably got a few unused USB-based
storage devices around. Whether big external
hard drives or pocketable USB Flash-based
drives, give them new life with a USB-to-NAS
(network attached storage) device. Pogoplug set
the bar here with its debut last year; the latest version has 4 USB
ports. Attach it to your network and you get instant sharing of all
data on those USB drives among your local computers.”...
PC Magazine, Feb. 10

Turn your netbook into an e-book reader
Jason Fitzpatrick writes: “E-book readers are popular for reading
digital books, but they’ve got their limitations. If you have a netbook,
you already have a powerful and virtually unrestricted portable e-
book reader on your hands. You just need to know how to set it up.
Dedicated e-book readers do have certain things going for them, but
you can’t tweak them, modify them, or use them as you see fit.
Netbooks suffer from no such shortcomings.”...
Lifehacker, Feb. 10

See what Twitter is saying
about any website
Frederic Lardinois writes: “Last
September, Google launched Sidewiki, a
web-annotation service that makes it
easy to annotate any page on the
internet. Sidewiki, however, hasn’t attracted a lot of users yet and
the public discussion about online content continues to happen in
comments and on Twitter. While it’s easy to browse comments,
finding Twitter mentions of a specific article can be difficult. With the
Twitter Reactions Chrome extension, however, you can see quickly
see what Twitter is saying about a given page without ever having to
leave the site.”...
ReadWriteWeb, Feb. 8

How Millennials use tech at work
Jolie O’Dell writes: “We all know that young folks use the social web
for personal purposes, from keeping tabs on family members to
sharing party pics with friends. And yes, they even use the social
web—gasp!—while at their places of employment. But they’re also
using more tech for work-related tasks, including interacting with
customers and vendors and forming or strengthening new and
existing partnerships.”...
ReadWriteWeb, Feb. 9

Alternate ways to click through links
in Firefox
Ann Smarty writes: “Productivity is not only about

library, and the whole
profession. Explore the
many benefits offered
to personal,
organizational, and
corporate members.

Calendar

Feb. 20–21:
Bookmark Collectors
Virtual Convention.

Mar. 3–5:
WebWise Conference
on Libraries and
Museums in the
Digital World, Hyatt
Regency at the
Colorado Convention
Center in Denver.
“Imagining the Digital
Future.”

Mar. 30:
Resource Description
and Access Executive
Briefing, CILIP,
London, U.K.

Mar. 31:
Document Freedom
Day, a day of
grassroots effort to
educate the public
about the importance
of Free Document
Formats and Open
Standards in general.

Apr. 12–14:
25th Annual
Computers in
Libraries 2010, Hyatt
Regency Crystal City,
Arlington, Virginia.
“Information Fluency:
Literacy for Life.”

Apr. 23–24:
Third Annual
Celebration of Latino
Children’s Literature,
University of Alabama
School of Library and
Information Studies,
Tuscaloosa.
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improving your working habits and skills. It is also
about tiny things that help you do your work
faster. This post aims at helping you to browse the
web faster using two tools that will make clicking
through various links in Firefox quicker and more
fun—Mouseless Browsing and Snap Links.”...
MakeUseOf, Feb. 9

Publishing

Top 100 children’s novels
Betsy Bird begins her massively annotated countdown,
10 at a time, of the best children’s novels ever, based
on suggestions from readers of her blog. She writes:
“There will be many emotional humps and surprises
along the way. There are heroes and villains here. I
guarantee that in the course of the countdown you will
see one book that makes you boo, and another that
makes you cheer, perhaps in the same post. This is a
passionate list.”...
School Library Journal: A Fuse #8 Production, Feb. 8

British Library offers free Kindle
downloads
More than 65,000 19th-century works of fiction
from the British Library’s collection are to be made
available for free downloads by the public this
spring. Owners of the Amazon Kindle will be able
to view well-known works by writers such as
Charles Dickens, Jane Austen, and Thomas Hardy.
Users of the British Library service, funded by
Microsoft, will be able to read from pages in the original books in the
library’s collection....
The Times (U.K.), Feb. 7

Why are you for killing libraries?
Tim Spalding writes: “Under the First Sale doctrine—the idea that
you own the things you own—libraries can pay once and lend a book
out multiple times. E-books change this. As e-books advance,
libraries are going to lose their First Sale advantage. Publishers will
never allow a library to own an e-book absolutely, just as consumers
don’t really own their e-books. As the logic takes hold, libraries will
be transformed into simple book-subsidy machines.”...
Thingology Blog, Feb. 5

Collaborate on an audiobook with
Meg Cabot
BBC Audiobooks America is kicking off round two
of the Twitter Audio project, with a first line
penned by #1 New York Times bestselling author
Meg Cabot February 16. Cabot will tweet the first
line of the story and fans can jump in and
continue it with their 140-characters-or-less contributions. The
finalized short story will be recorded by a professional narrator and
posted online as a free iTunes podcast....

“Connecting Cultures
and Celebrating
Cuentos.”

May 21–26:
Medical Library
Association, Annual
Meeting, Hilton
Washington, D.C.

May 25–27:
BookExpo America,
Jacob J. Javits Center,
New York City.

May 28:
Book Blogger
Convention, Jacob J.
Javits Center, New
York City.

June 7–10:
23rd International
Conference on the
First-Year
Experience, Wailea
Beach Marriott Resort
and Spa, Maui, Hawaii.

@ More...

Contact Us
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AL Direct is a free electronic
newsletter emailed every
Wednesday to personal
members of the American
Library Association and
subscribers.

George M. Eberhart,
Editor:
geberhart@ala.org
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BBC Audiobooks America, Feb. 2

Publish an open access scholarly journal
CoAction Publishing and Lund University Libraries in Sweden have
released an Online Guide to Open Access Journals Publishing. The
guide provides practical information on planning, setting up,
launching, publishing, and managing an online scholarly journal. The
guide seeks to be interactive, allowing users to share their own best
practices and suggestions. Although the guide contains some
information that is specific to Scandinavia, most of its content can be
applied internationally....
CoAction Publishing, Feb. 5

Locus recommended SF reading list
This recommended reading list, published in Locus
magazine’s February issue, is a consensus by Locus
editors and reviewers on the best science fiction and
fantasy published in 2009. Essays by many of these
contributors, highlighting their particular favorite books
and stories, also appear in the issue. The categories
include SF novels, fantasy novels, YA books, first
novels, collections, original anthologies, reprint
anthologies, best-of-year anthologies, nonfiction, art books, novellas,
novelettes, and short stories....
Locus, Feb. 1

Actions & Answers

Four things every student should learn
An awareness of the views of those in other countries, an
understanding of how Google ranks the results of a web search, a
knowledge of the permanence of information posted online: These
are some of the lessons that every student should be learning in
today’s schools, says education technology consultant Alan November
—but not every middle or high school is teaching these lessons....
eSchool News, Feb. 8

Copyright tips on public performance rights
Carrie Russell writes: “Many librarians like to include film or DVD
screenings in their library programs. Can you do this without first
obtaining permission from the copyright holder? It depends. In
general, public performance rights are necessary for any screening
that does not take place in the face-to-face classroom or is not a key
element necessary to meet a teaching objective in an online or
digital course offered by a nonprofit educational institution. Because
the performance of a motion picture is a primary way that motion
picture companies generate revenue, the rules around PPR tend to be
strict.”...
Programming Librarian, Feb. 5

NASA CoLab in Second Life (PDF file)
Shannon Bohle writes: “NASA CoLab holds
weekly meetings bringing together NASA
employees, volunteers, and the public to
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discuss current NASA events relating to
Second Life and First Life activities. There
have been many interesting guest lecturers
streamed into SL, such as Apollo 11 astronaut Buzz Aldrin and others
who have taken the plunge using an avatar. The archives is a digital
repository which provides real reference service to patrons and
describes the history of spaceflight via tours and item-level
descriptions of over 200 archival items.”...
Metropolitan Archivist 16, no. 1 (Winter): 7–8, 12

National Archives joins the Flickr
Commons
The National Archives and Records Administration is
now a member of the Flickr Commons, a website for
cultural institutions to share their photograph
collections with the public. To mark the February 4
opening of its photostream in the Commons, NARA
posted a photo set containing more than 200
photographs of the American West by renowned
American photographer Ansel Adams. The photographs, taken in
1941–1942 as part of a Department of the Interior mural project,
feature four national parks and three national monuments....
National Archives and Records Administration, Feb. 4

Are Google and Microsoft squaring off over public
domain works?
Alix Vance writes: “When my company added 6 million Google Book
Search and Google News Archive links to two of its databases in
January, I learned a few things about some puzzling disparities in
Google’s treatment of scanned public-domain works. The two
databases—19th Century Masterfile and Public Documents Masterfile
—are discovery aids that link to many millions of documents, nearly
all of which are in the public domain. By adding links to the locations
of several million of these on Google sites, we were able to discern
clear differences in Google’s treatment of 19th-century historical and
literary materials versus scanned government documents.”...
The Scholarly Kitchen, Feb. 9

Open Government Idea Forum
The National Archives and Records Administration is developing an
Open Government Plan, in accordance with the December 8, 2009,
Open Government Directive (PDF file). The agency is looking for
ideas on how it can conduct its work more openly, improve public
participation, and improve collaboration. Submit ideas, comment, and
vote by March 19....
Open Government Idea Forum

Digital Library of the Caribbean
seeks help for Haiti 
The Digital Library of the Caribbean, an
international collaboration of institutions
that provides access to electronic
collections about the Caribbean, is
seeking donations and technical
assistance for the recovery and protection
of Haiti’s libraries and their resources. The Protecting Haitian
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Patrimony Initiative seeks to help the country’s three largest heritage
libraries and the National Archives, all of which were damaged in the
January 12 earthquake. Significant resources are needed to protect
the already brittle and rare books and documents, left in piles and
covered with debris....
Florida International University, Feb. 8

10 ways to recover a corrupted Word document
Brian Posey writes: “If you’ve ever had an important document get
corrupted, you know the despair that sets in. You’ve lost critical
information and/or countless hours of work—or so it appears. But
hang on: You may not have to accept data loss. Here are some
things you can try when you’re dealing with a corrupted Word
document.”...
TechRepublic, Aug. 17

Become a Gmail master
Adam Pash writes: “Gmail is easily the
most popular email application among
power users, and with good reason: It’s
an excellent app. But if you haven’t
gotten to know its best shortcuts, tricks,
Labs features, and add-ons, it’s time you
made Gmail sing. I’ve broken things down
into sections, starting with keyboard
shortcuts, then moving down into the best Labs add-ons, third-party
add-ons, and search techniques.”...
Lifehacker, Feb. 4

Best library groups on Twitter
Erin Logsdon writes: “For this semi-scientific analysis I looked at 18
library membership organizations, including state and national
organizations. I utilized seven elements to compare them. You can
use this method for a quick check of your organization’s Twitter
presence.” ALA feeds with the highest scores included
ALA_TechSource and AtYourLibrary....
Beyond Sliced Bread, Jan. 26

Children and Libraries en
Español
If you are a children’s librarian looking
for help in better serving your Spanish-
speaking patrons, but you don’t speak Spanish yourself, visit Children
and Libraries en Español. The site provides resources to help you
communicate, learn more about Latino and Hispanic cultures, find
children’s books in Spanish, and network with other librarians who
serve Spanish-speaking children....
Children and Libraries en Español

Carnegie Mellon to offer internet
safety resources
Carnegie Mellon University will use a
$20,000 grant from the Verizon Foundation
to create and distribute internet safety advice to faculty, teachers,
and students in K–12 schools and on college campuses. The
university’s internet safety lessons can be found on a new website
from its Information Networking Institute, called
MySecureCyberspace, which also includes such tools as an
encyclopedia of hundreds of web terms....
eSchool News, Feb. 9

http://www.chil-es.org/home/
https://www.mysecurecyberspace.com/
http://blogs.techrepublic.com.com/10things/?p=952
http://lifehacker.com/5451352/become-a-gmail-master-redux
http://www.beyondslicedbread.com/2010/01/26/best-library-organizations-twitter-analysis/
http://www.chil-es.org/home/
http://www.chil-es.org/home/
http://www.eschoolnews.com/2010/02/09/carnegie-mellon-to-offer-internet-safety-resource/
http://www.eschoolnews.com/2010/02/09/carnegie-mellon-to-offer-internet-safety-resource/
https://www.mysecurecyberspace.com/
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Shifting age patterns in internet and social media
use
While blogging among adults as a whole has remained steady, the
prevalence of blogging within specific age groups has changed
dramatically in recent years. Specifically, a sharp decline in blogging
by young adults has been tempered by a corresponding increase in
blogging among older adults. Both teen and adult use of social
networking sites has risen significantly, yet the specific sites on which
young adults maintain their profiles are different from those used by
older adults....
Pew Research Center, Feb. 3

Making genealogy hip
Thomas MacEntee writes: “Merely hoping that
genealogy becomes hip isn’t going to make it so; nor
will the demographics of the field morph overnight into
one dominated by the 20- and 30-something set.
What do we need? One only has to look to the fields
of criminology and forensic science to see how the
media depiction of crime-scene investigators and other
personnel has helped to bring new and younger people
into those fields.”...
Kick-Ass Genealogy, Jan. 30

NYPL launches Map Rectifier tool 
The New York Public Library recently launched
a new Map Rectifier website that works in
conjunction with maps in its Digital Gallery.
The site allows zooming, panning, and
georectification—a process that allows digital
images to be stretched, placing the maps
themselves into their geographic context. Once
a historical map has been digitally warped,
users can virtually “trace” features, such as cities, farm boundaries,
rivers, ponds, and even buildings, converting them into digital
geospatial data....
NYPL Blogs, Feb. 3

New report on scholarly communication (PDF file) 
Since 2005, the Center for Studies in Higher Education at the
University of California, Berkeley, has been conducting research on
faculty scholarly communication for in-progress research and archival
publication. Its final report, Assessing the Future Landscape of
Scholarly Communication: An Exploration of Faculty Values and
Needs in Seven Disciplines, brings together the responses of 160
interviewees from 45 research institutions in seven academic fields:
archaeology, astrophysics, biology, economics, history, music, and
political science....
Center for Studies in Higher Education, Jan. 28

How the Columbia graphic novels
exhibit was put together
Karen Green writes: “It all started June 11, 2009,
when Janet Gertz, our head of preservation and the
gatekeeper for library exhibitions in our eight 3rd-
floor display cases, emailed me to ask if I’d be
interested in doing an exhibition on graphic novels
for Spring 2010. Because I had never in my life
planned an exhibition, and therefore had no idea

http://pewresearch.org/pubs/1484/social-media-mobile-internet-use-teens-millennials-fewer-blog
http://pewresearch.org/pubs/1484/social-media-mobile-internet-use-teens-millennials-fewer-blog
http://www.kickassgenealogy.com/goth-genealogy/
http://nypl.org/blog/2010/02/03/drawing-past-enlivening-study-historical-geography-mapsnyplorg
http://maps.nypl.org/warper/
http://digitalgallery.nypl.org/nypldigital/explore/dgexplore.cfm?topic=history&col_id=149
http://escholarship.org/release_CSHEreport.pdf
http://escholarship.org/uc/cshe_fsc
http://escholarship.org/uc/cshe_fsc
http://escholarship.org/uc/cshe_fsc
http://www.comixology.com/articles/354/Exhibitionist
http://www.comixology.com/articles/354/Exhibitionist
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how unbelievably difficult it was, I of course said
‘Yes!’ The following week, Janet told me that her
announcement of the news at Management Committee—a weekly
meeting of all the highest poohbahs in the libraries—had been met
with ‘oooohs.’ Good sign, right?”...
ComiXology: Comic Adventures in Academia, Feb. 5

Winter Olympics @ your library
You don’t have to travel to Vancouver February 12–28 to participate
in the 2010 Winter Olympics. There are several ways to enjoy the
Olympics @ your library. Hosting your own Olympic Games @ your
library can be a fun way to promote your library’s existing gaming
program. Another easy way to celebrate the games and their host
country is with Canada’s @ your library logo....

The Winter Olympics on Google
Maps
In anticipation of the 2010 Winter
Olympics Games, Google has added some
stunning new street views taken by the
Street View Snowmobile (right, watch the
video, 1:41). The new Street View includes
images from the Dave Murray Downhill (site of the men’s alpine
skiing event), from the top of the 7th Heaven Chairlift on Blackcomb,
and from the peak of Whistler. Google has also released an
embeddable gadget with real-time info and Street View/3D/map of
venues....
Google Maps Mania, Feb. 9

Do library staff know what users want?
Steven Bell writes: “Perhaps the most basic premise for delivering a
great library user experience is knowing what members of the user
community want from the library and being able to articulate their
service expectations from the library. Then the librarian’s
responsibility is to design an experience that delivers on those
expectations and exceeds them when possible. If successful, we
should be able to create a loyal base of community members who
will support the library and use it repeatedly—and recommend that
their friends do so as well.”...
Designing Better Libraries, Feb. 4

Planning an Earth Day event this year?
Laura Bruzas writes: “How are you planning to
celebrate Earth Day, April 22, at your library? There
are so many ways to celebrate this monumental day—
ways that don’t require a big budget but instead a bit
of lead time and some creative thinking. Last year, I
reached out to the Arm & Hammer company and my
local Whole Foods market. If your plan includes
reaching out to a green business, why not start today?”...
AL: Green Your Library, Feb. 6

http://cdn.comixology.com/assets/26BatmanJoker.jpg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UJ4pgcrJU8c
http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2010/february2010/olympics_pio.cfm
http://googlemapsmania.blogspot.com/2010/02/winter-olympics-on-google-maps.html
http://googlemapsmania.blogspot.com/2010/02/winter-olympics-on-google-maps.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UJ4pgcrJU8c
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=embed&hl=en&geocode=&q=Whistler+Creekside&sll=50.136975,-123.113995&sspn=0.070527,0.181789&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=Whistler+Creekside,+Whistler,+Squamish-Lillooet+Regional+District,+British+Columbia,+Canada&t=h&layer=c&cbll=50.093908,-122.988873&panoid=jb4pq503fd-7HSUAyybZGw&cbp=12,135,,0,-0.95&ll=50.093907,-122.988982&spn=0.008851,0.022445&z=16
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=embed&hl=en&geocode=&q=7th+Heaven+Blackcomb&sll=50.136975,-123.113995&sspn=0.070527,0.181789&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=Whistler+Creekside,+Whistler,+Squamish-Lillooet+Regional+District,+British+Columbia,+Canada&t=h&layer=c&cbll=50.091691,-122.884881&panoid=9_RnssV1bVZw124AonKb1A&cbp=12,177.11,,0,5.17&ll=50.066616,-122.947054&spn=0.017768,0.045447&z=15&utm_campaign=en&utm_medium=et&utm_source=en-et-na-us-gns-svn
http://maps.google.com/maps?rlz=1C1GGLS_enUS336US358&q=Whistler+BC&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=Whistler,+Squamish-Lillooet+Regional+District,+British+Columbia,+Canada&gl=us&ei=NABuS67IBseWtgf5zKWDBg&ved=0CBAQ8gEwAA&ll=50.059212,-122.958331&spn=0.071083,0.181789&t=h&z=13&layer=c&cbll=50.059139,-122.958391&panoid=Zzl28rqGJgaL2IdkUleP8A&cbp=12,234.28,,0,2.71&utm_campaign=en&utm_medium=et&utm_source=en-et-na-us-gns-svn
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LC’s naked baseballers
Brett Smiley writes: “There’s a mural on
the ceiling of the Great Hall in the
Library of Congress that very nearly
blends in with the many others found in
the room. But when you look closer,
you’ll notice something peculiar: It
depicts a bunch of naked guys holding baseball equipment. According
to Susan Reyburn, a staff writer-editor at the library and coauthor of
Baseball Americana, the mural has been around since the Library of
Congress opened in 1897: ‘It’s one of about five images depicting
ancient games, showing the Olympic ideal.’”...
Asylum, Feb. 9

The oldest book from the Americas
The Dresden Codex (named for the city where it is
housed) is a fig-bark paper manuscript in
concertina style, produced around the beginning of
the 13th century (a contentious point). The 74
pages are sewn together, producing an 11-foot-
long document that was originally folded up
between protective wooden covers bearing
engraved jaguars. As the most complete of the
few remaining Maya manuscripts, it is a comprehensive source for
Maya calendar and astronomy systems and an aid to glyph
interpretation in the wider iconography of the Maya culture....
BibliOdyssey, Feb. 4

Early Book Lecture Series at the
University of Arizona
The University of Arizona Libraries Special
Collections is home to important art and historical
works. Albrecht Classen, professor of German
studies, is using these materials to make history
come to life in the seventh annual Early Book
Lecture Series, open to the public February 9–
March 2. Faculty from the university’s German studies, classics, and
English departments give their audiences new insights into historic
texts from Germany, France, and England. Associate Librarian Bonnie
Travers has helped put together the materials for the lecture series
each year....
University of Arizona, Feb. 4

Premature burial device patents
Meg Holle writes: “This morning I ran across a
list of suspected premature burials with some
interesting contemporaneous newspaper clips.
It got me thinking: I love all those turn-of-the-
20th-century inventions designed to save you
in the event of your premature burial. I figured
there must be patents on these, and sure enough, the U.S. Patent
and Trademark Office provides them online. Unfortunately, the
interface is exceptionally ugly, so I turned to Google Patents.”...
Death Reference Desk, Feb. 2

Ransom Center obtains historic photo
archive
The Magnum Archive Collection, a photo collection
of nearly 200,000 original press prints of images

http://www.google.com/patents?id=3BdxAAAAEBAJ&zoom=4&pg=PA1&ci=129%2C274%2C618%2C456&source=bookclip#v=onepage&q=&f=false
http://www.asylum.com/2010/02/09/naked-baseball-painting-americana-library-of-congress/
http://bibliodyssey.blogspot.com/2010/02/oldest-book-from-americas.html
http://uanews.org/node/29927
http://uanews.org/node/29927
http://www.library.arizona.edu/news/entries/view/2440
http://www.library.arizona.edu/news/entries/view/2440
http://deathreferencedesk.org/2010/02/02/premature-burial-device-patents/
http://listverse.com/2010/02/02/10-horrifying-premature-burials/
http://www.hrc.utexas.edu/press/releases/2010/m/
http://www.hrc.utexas.edu/press/releases/2010/m/
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taken by world-renowned photographers, will be
preserved, cataloged, and made accessible by the
Harry Ransom Center at the University of Texas at
Austin. The vintage prints in the collection include
images of major world events, celebrities, family
life, poverty, religion, and social affairs by such
photographers as Henri Cartier-Bresson, Robert Capa, Elliott Erwitt,
Leonard Freed, Bruce Davidson, Rene Burri, Dennis Stock, and Eve
Arnold....
Harry Ransom Center, Feb. 2

Funky libraries of Lyons and
London 
The BBC’s David Adjaye explores (3:24)
the architecture of two beautiful, modern
libraries in Lyons, France. Back in the
U.K., he talks to architect Will Alsop about
his design for a library in Peckham,
London, and the importance of architecture and community....
YouTube, Jan. 29

A Newberry Library Minute:
Letters to Jemima Hall
Alison Hinderliter, manuscripts and archives
librarian at the Newberry Library in Chicago,
discovered some letters sent in the 1830s
from a slave to a freed slave, who happened
to be husband and wife (2:27). Jemima Hall,
born around 1810, lived with the Rodgers
family in southern Illinois and was freed sometime between 1822 and
1836. In the letters, Jemima’s husband, Washington, and her
husband’s master, L. F. Hall, implore her to return to Missouri to live
with them....
YouTube, Jan. 8

Go back to the Top

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BAmxdMBuwkQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mib6LwbKJNg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BAmxdMBuwkQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BAmxdMBuwkQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mib6LwbKJNg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mib6LwbKJNg
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American Libraries Online

Evanston branch backers won’t back
down
“For too long the libraries have been an easy mark
for the city at budget time,” declared Evanston,
Illinois, resident Lori Keenan in a February 6
statement on behalf of BranchLove.org, a grassroots
group she cofounded. Keenan, along with other
library backers in the Chicago suburb that is home to
Northwestern University, is continuing a campaign to
keep Evanston Public Library’s two branches open despite the city
council’s February 1 vote to close them effective March 1....
American Libraries Online, Feb. 9

Justice Department objects to revised Google
Books settlement
The Department of Justice filed a statement of interest February 4
saying that despite “substantial progress” it still had objections to
the proposed settlement of lawsuits challenging Google’s Book Search
project, noting that the agreement continued to raise copyright,
antitrust, and class certification issues. While the filing said the
amended settlement “is more circumscribed in its sweep” than the
earlier proposal, it “suffers from the same core problem as the
original agreement.” Karen Coyle offers a succinct analysis....
American Libraries Online, Feb. 5; Coyle’s InFormation, Feb. 5

How to celebrate women’s history @
your library
Kay Ann Cassell and Kathleen Weibel write:
“National Women’s History Month in March offers
libraries a familiar framework for programming
and for updating your website, displays, and
exhibits. You can take an approach similar to
National Library Week, Black History Month, and
other heritage-themed celebrations relevant to your community.
Many types of libraries join in the celebration, even if only at the
most basic level of a book display. However, focusing on women’s
history and women as a library market segment offers so many more
creative opportunities for reaching out to your community.”...
American Libraries, Mar.

http://www.schoolrooms.net/
http://americanlibrariesbuyersguide.com/
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In Practice: Your virtual brand
Meredith Farkas writes: “In the absence of a significant work history,
an online presence can help distinguish a job candidate from the sea
of new librarian résumés that come across most search committee
members’ desks. Imagine looking at the résumés of two librarians
with identical skill sets and experiences where the only difference is
that one has an online portfolio and blog. You’d probably take a look
at those online supplemental materials and would get a better sense
of whether this person would be a good fit for your institution.”...
American Libraries, Mar.

ALA News

ALA Library Snapshot Day
ALA Library Snapshot Day is an opportunity to tell
the story of how many books are checked out,
how many people receive help finding a job, how
libraries offer homework help, and the whole range
of daily services that go on in a well-supported and
professionally staffed library. To help spread the
concept across the land during the month of April,
visit the Snapshot Day primer and look at some fine examples of
how it has been done in New Jersey, Illinois, Maine, Pennsylvania,
and Wisconsin....

Mobile pediatric library named for
Judith Krug
Cathy and Scott Leiber (right) presented a mobile
library with 317 books February 5 to the staff and
patients of the Good Shepherd Rehabilitation Hospital
Pediatric Unit in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. The
custom-designed mobile book cart, valued at $300,
is named “Judith’s Reading Room” for Scott’s first
cousin, the late Judith F. Krug, director of the ALA
Office for Intellectual Freedom from 1967 to 2009.
Shortly after Krug’s death in April, Cathy walked into a Barnes &
Noble and asked how the family could honor her. The couple ended
up organizing a national book fair that took place in December and
spanned 10 states....
Good Shepherd Rehabilitation, Feb. 5; Allentown (Pa.) Morning Call, Feb. 6

Intellectual freedom webinar for trustees
The Office for Intellectual Freedom is partnering with ALTAFF to
present a one-hour webinar in February for library trustees on the
topic of controversial materials in library collections. The webinar,
entitled “Controversial Materials in the Library: Supporting Intellectual
Freedom in Your Community,” is intended to help trustees
understand the basics of intellectual freedom in libraries. It will be

ALA Annual Conference,
Washington, D.C., June
24–29. Special events
this year include
appearances by Toni
Morrison, Nancy Pearl,
Dave Isay, and Sarah,
Duchess of York.

Reviews are an
important resource for
readers’ advisory and
collection
development. They are
also a helpful
promotional tool,
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presented February 17, 23, and 26....

Programming Librarian offers
new features
The ALA Public Programs Office recently
launched new features and a monthly e-newsletter for its website,
ProgrammingLibrarian.org.  Designed for librarians who plan and
present cultural programs and events, the site is both a resource
center and a community of librarians committed to bringing increased
access to literature, music, contemporary issues, art, history, poetry,
scholars, writers, and musicians to their communities....

Urban teens in the library 
ALA Editions has released Urban Teens in the Library:
Research and Practice, edited by Denise E. Agosto and
Sandra Hughes-Hassell, experts in the information
habits and preferences of urban teens with proven
records of building better and more effective school
and public library programs. The book offers solutions
for any concerns and uncertainty librarians may face
when supporting this group of patrons and students....

Featured review: Social sciences
Leonard, Annie, and Ariane Conrad. The Story
of Stuff: How Our Obsession with Stuff Is
Trashing the Planet, Our Communities, and
Our Health—and a Vision for Change. Mar.
2010. 272p. Free Press, hardcover (978-1-
4391-2566-3).
Why is there so much garbage, and where
does it go? A Time magazine Hero of the
Environment, Leonard has traveled the world
tracking trash and its wake of destruction. Her investigations
convinced her that the impossible dream of perpetual economic
growth and the rampant consumer culture it engenders are
the root causes of today’s environmental crises. A rigorous
thinker in command of a phenomenal amount of information,
Leonard believes that we must calculate the full ecological and
social cost of our “stuff.” So she takes us through the
extraction of natural resources and the production,
distribution, consumption, and disposal of various products,
documenting ecohazards and the exploitation of workers along
the way. Drawing on her extensive research, gutsy fieldwork,
and efforts to live “green,” Leonard condemns the endless
barrage of advertisements, the plague of toxic synthetic
chemicals, and such covertly deleterious inventions as the
aluminum can....

Top 10 books on the
environment
Donna Seaman writes: “The best
environmental books reviewed over

introducing patrons to
new books on the
shelf. In Writing
Reviews for Readers’
Advisory, Brad
Hooper, adult books
editor at Booklist,
offers tips for writing
strong, relevant
reviews, and different
ways reviews can be
used to promote your
library. NEW! From
ALA Editions.
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the past 12 months—works of
extraordinary research, thought,
passion, and artistry—evince a rising
intensity of purpose in sync with the increasingly obvious
impacts of climate change and the public’s growing awareness
of the need for environmentally sound manufacturing,
agriculture, and energy.” Included are Eating Animals, A
Paradise Built in Hell, Slow Death by Rubber Duck, and
Wilderness Warrior: Theodore Roosevelt and the Crusade for
America....

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

Division News

Carla McClafferty to speak at AASL
awards luncheon
Carla Killough McClafferty, author of Forgiving God, the
story of her journey through grief after the death of her
youngest son, Corey, will be the guest speaker at the
June 28 AASL awards luncheon at the ALA 2010 Annual
Conference in Washington, D.C....

Academic multicultural librarians
ACRL has released Librarians Serving Diverse
Populations, written by Lori Mestre, associate professor
of library administration at the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign. This groundbreaking study of
diversity librarianship in academic libraries offers
recommendations for libraries seeking to fill diversity
librarian positions, provide follow-up training and
support after hiring new librarians, and strengthen
diversity efforts....
ACRL Insider, Feb. 9

Proposals for 2011 ACRL preconferences
ACRL invites proposal submissions for half- or full-day preconferences
to be held prior to the 2011 ALA Annual Conference on June 24,
2011, in New Orleans. Proposals must be submitted online by April 9.
Notifications will be issued by June 2010....

ASCLA seeks project director
ASCLA has issued an RFP for a project director to oversee a revision
of its 2005 Revised Standards and Guidelines of Service for the
Library of Congress Network of Libraries for the Blind and Physically
Handicapped. The project director will facilitate and coordinate all
phases of the standards development process, including managing a
working team and advisory committee of consumers and librarians....

Awards
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Conference, Anaheim:
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2013 Midwinter
Meeting, Seattle:
January 25–29, 2013
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2016 Midwinter
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2016 Annual
Conference, Orlando:
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2017 Midwinter
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2017 Annual
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June 22–27, 2017
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2010 ALSC Distinguished Service
Award
Maggie Bush, retired Simmons College GSLIS
children’s literature professor, is the 2010 recipient
of the ALSC Distinguished Service Award that honors
an individual who has made significant contributions
to library service to children and ALSC. Beginning as
a children’s librarian at the New York Public Library, Bush has
devoted almost 50 years to the provision of high-quality library
services to young people....

2010 ALSC Maureen Hayes Award
ALSC has awarded its 2010 Maureen Hayes
Award to the Abbeville County (S.C.) Library
System. The award, sponsored by Simon &
Schuster Children’s Publishing, is designed to
provide up to $4,000 to an ALSC member
library to fund a visit from an author/illustrator
who will speak to children who have not had
the opportunity to hear a nationally known author/illustrator....

2010 ACRL/EBSS Award
Penny Minton Beile, interim department head for
reference services and department head of the
Curriculum Materials Center at the University of
Central Florida Libraries, has received the 2010 ACRL
Distinguished Education and Behavioral Sciences
Librarian Award. This award honors an academic
librarian who has made an outstanding contribution as
an education or behavioral sciences librarian through
accomplishments and service to the profession....

2010 Marta Lange/CQ Press Award
Bruce Pencek, college librarian for the social sciences at
Virginia Tech, has received the ACRL Law and Political
Science Section’s Marta Lange/CQ Press Award. The
award honors an academic or law librarian who has
made distinguished contributions to bibliography and
information service in law or political science....

2010 ALSC Bechtel Fellowship
ALSC has awarded the 2010 Louise Seaman Bechtel
Fellowship to library media specialist Christina H. Dorr,
from Columbus, Ohio. The fellowship is designed to
allow a qualified children’s librarian to spend a month
or more reading and studying at the Baldwin Library of
Historical Children’s Literature, part of the George A.
Smathers Libraries at the University of Florida,
Gainesville. Dorr will pursue her study, “Searching for Heroes.”...

Deadline extended for Patterson Copyright Award
In 2002, ALA’s Office for Information Technology Policy established
the L. Ray Patterson Copyright Award to honor particular individuals
or groups who “embody the spirit of the U.S. Copyright law as voiced
by the framers of our Constitution.” Nominations for the 2010 award
will be accepted through March 1....
District Dispatch, Feb. 9

2010 Penguin Young Readers Group Award

and Instructional
Materials, Luther
College, Decorah, Iowa.
Coordinates library,
research, and
instruction services in
support of the mission
of Luther College. This
includes leading a team
to set and implement a
vision for innovative
academic information
service across
traditional bounds of
libraries and technology
organizations in a
rapidly changing
environment. The
successful candidate
will join the leadership
team of Library and
Information Services
and report to the
Executive Director of
Library and Information
Services. We seek
creative, innovative,
and forward-thinking
individuals who show a
history of challenging
themselves and others
through their work and
service....

@ More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week
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ALSC has awarded the 2010 Penguin Young Readers Group Award to
four children’s librarians. The award consists of a $600 grant,
sponsored by Penguin Young Readers Group, for winners to attend
their first ALA Annual Conference....

Five EBSCO scholarship winners
In cosponsorship with ALA, EBSCO awarded five visionary librarians
$1,500 scholarships to attend the ALA Midwinter Meeting in Boston,
January 15–19. As part of the application process, EBSCO posed the
question: “What do you believe to be the biggest challenge in
managing electronic resources in libraries today and what solutions
do you envision?”...

Three libraries selected for Bookapalooza
ALSC has announced the winners of its fourth annual Bookapalooza
program. The three libraries selected to receive a collection of
children’s materials are the Foundation Schools in Rockville,
Maryland; Monterey County (Calif.) Free Libraries; and the Richmond
(Calif.) Public Library. Intended to help transform each library’s
collection, the Bookapalooza award provides an opportunity for
communities to use these new materials in creative and innovative
ways....

Scripter Award to Up in the Air writers
Up in the Air author Walter Kirn and screenwriters
Jason Reitman and Sheldon Turner took top honors at
the 2010 University of Southern California Libraries
Scripter Award ceremony February 6. The Scripters
recognize the author and scribes of a produced literary
work-to-film adaptation. Eric Roth won the 2010
Scripter Literary Achievement Award for his sustained
contributions to the art of film adaptation, including
The Curious Case of Benjamin Button, The Insider, Forrest Gump,
and Munich....
USC Libraries Scripter Award, Feb. 7

Kingsley Tufts poetry prize goes to D. A.
Powell
Claremont Graduate University has announced the
winners of its highly lucrative Kingsley and Kate Tufts
poetry awards. The Kingsley Tufts Award, which comes
with a prize of $100,000, will go to D. A. Powell for
his collection Chronic (Graywolf Press). The Kate Tufts
Discovery Award, a $10,000 prize that is given to a
first book by a poet, was won by Beth Bachmann for her collection
Temper (University of Pittsburgh)....
New York Times, Feb. 3

Third Annual Black Quill Awards

The permanent
collections of the
University of Iowa
Museum of Art
contain more than
12,000 objects, from
masterworks of
European and
American Art of the
20th century to a
world-renowned
collection of traditional
African Art. During the
1940s and 1950s, the
University’s School of
Art and Art History
presented exhibitions
of contemporary art
and acquired works
from these exhibitions.
Many of the museum’s
most important
paintings were
acquired during these
years, including Max
Beckmann’s Karneval
and Joan Miró’s 1939
A Drop of Dew Falling
from the Wing of a
Bird Awakens Rosalie
Asleep in the Shade of
a Cobweb. Areas
represented in the
UIMA collections
include African arts,
art of the Americas,
ceramics, drawings,
paintings,
photography, prints,
sculpture, and other
arts. Currently, the
UIMA Digital Collection
features over 5,100 of
the museum’s 12,000
objects; the rest of
the holdings will be
added in the near
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Dark Scribe magazine has announced the winners of
the Third Annual Black Quill Awards, celebrating the
best work in dark horror, suspense, and thrillers. The
editors’ choice for Dark Genre Novel of the Year award
went to Dark Places by Gillian Flynn, and the readers’
choice went to Drood by by Dan Simmons. Editors’
choice for Best Small Press Chill went to Kelland by
Paul G. Bens Jr. and the readers’ choice went to As
Fate Would Have It by Michael Louis Calvillo....
Dark Scribe, Feb. 9

Seen Online

FBI wants records kept of websites visited
The FBI is pressing internet service providers to record which
websites customers visit and retain those logs for two years, a
requirement that law enforcement believes could help it in
investigations of child pornography and other serious crimes. FBI
Director Robert Mueller supports storing internet users’ “origin and
destination information,” a bureau attorney said at a February 4
meeting of the Online Safety and Technology Working Group.
However, recording what websites are visited is likely to draw both
practical and privacy objections....
CNET: Politics and Law, Feb. 5

Jobs Bill contains Patriot Act extension
The Hill posted a draft (PDF file) of the Jobs Bill that could get a vote
in the Senate this week if the weather cooperates. It also includes an
extension of provisions for the Patriot Act on page 125. The draft
indicates a 10-month extension, although that will likely change to
12 months. The provisions set to expire on February 28 give the
government the ability to use roving wiretaps to monitor the
communications of suspects, get special court orders forcing
businesses to turn over evidence, and conduct surveillance on a so-
called “lone wolf”—someone who is not knowingly associated with
terrorists....
FDL News Desk, Feb. 9; Government Executive, Feb. 8

For Maryland prisoners, the library is a
lifeline
Maryland’s Prison Librarian Glennor Shirley (right) is
certainly on the job, with admirable commitment
and belief in the value of her work, even in the
midst of recession and budget crunch. The state’s
prison libraries have lost all funding for new books.
There’s an Inmate Welfare Fund, but most of it has
been used to provide inmates with access to court records and law
libraries. So Shirley recently organized a successful collection of
materials from the public libraries throughout Maryland, asking for
their discards and leftovers....
Baltimore Sun, Feb. 7

Broadband grants awarded to Rhode Island, South
Carolina
The Department of Commerce’s National Telecommunications and
Information Administration announced a $1.2-million Recovery Act
grant February 5 that will expand broadband internet access at

future.

Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site.

Public
Perception
How the World 
Sees Us

“You’re pretty cocky
for someone whose
job is obsolete
because of the
internet.”

—Parks and Recreation
Deputy Director Leslie Knope
(played by Amy Poehler),
responding to a Pawnee
(Indiana) Public Library
staffer’s wisecrack in the
“Sweetums” episode, which
aired on NBC Feb. 4.

TweetWatch

Follow:

WebJunction
Technology Essentials
2010, Feb. 9–10, at:
#wjconf

VALA 2010, Libraries,
Technology, and the
Future, Melbourne,
Australia, Feb. 9–11,
at:
#vala2010

Capricon 30, science
fiction convention,
Chicago, Feb. 11–14,
at:
CapriciousGoat
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Rhode Island’s 71 public libraries. The same day, U.S. Commerce
Secretary Gary Locke announced a $5.9-million Recovery Act grant
that will expand broadband internet access at the South Carolina
Technical College System’s 16 member colleges....
National Telecommunications and Information Administration, Feb. 5

In tough times, a library branch
reopens
In the midst of a budget cut that is forcing it to cut
back hours at two-thirds of its locations, the New
York Public Library has found something to celebrate:
the reopening of the St. Agnes branch on Amsterdam
Avenue and 81st Street. The long-languishing three-
story stone building with the arched windows has
been restored to its former glory, thanks to a $9.8-million makeover.
The staff is preparing for a community welcome February 11, when a
day-long celebration will include magic tricks, face painting, and a
percussion session....
New York Times, Feb. 8

Profane, offensive, and great
Jonathan Zimmerman writes: “All great literature offends someone. I
can easily understand why Huck Finn makes African Americans
uncomfortable (and I would hope it would make whites a bit nervous,
too). But I can’t understand why we need to shield our kids from
these bad feelings. Why, oh why, must everybody feel good?
Literature should make us squirm and sweat, because that’s when we
really start to learn about the world, which is a messy and
disquieting place. So go ahead, get angry at these books. Just don’t
deny kids the same experience.”...
Philadelphia Inquirer, Feb. 9

Faculty group to advise on Harvard library
reorganization
History of Art and Architecture Professor Jeffrey F. Hamburger, a
vocal advocate for the primacy of the libraries during a time of
financial constraints, will chair a committee to represent faculty
interests in the ongoing process to reform the Harvard University
Library system. The Faculty Advisory Committee will not create
policy, but will instead ensure that the changes proposed by an
eight-member Library Implementation Group align with the priorities
of faculty members....
Harvard Crimson, Feb. 9

Civil War veterans post reopens
in Carnegie library
For some 30 years, Civil War veterans met
in a room at the library in Carnegie,
Pennsylvania, to share memories of
victory and defeat and comrades past. But
some time before the last member of the
Capt. Thomas Espy Post group died in
1937, the room was locked and all but
forgotten. Beset by funding problems, the Andrew Carnegie Free
Library did not have the means to deal with the collection of swords,
rifles, and other wartime mementos inside. But now the post—one of
about a half-dozen that remain largely intact—reopens February 12
as part of the library’s celebration of the 201st anniversary of
President Lincoln’s birth. Watch the video (2:00)....
Associated Press, Feb. 7; Andrew Carnegie Free Library; KDKA-TV, Pittsburgh, Jan. 21

Free Culture X
Conference, George
Washington University,
Feb. 13–14, at:
#fcx

American Libraries
news stories, videos,
tweets, and blog posts
at: 
amlibraries

Get professional tips
from the ALA Library, or
ask Member Services for
assistance with your
membership record or
webinar registration—we’ll
answer. Text us at
66746—and be sure to
begin your question with
“askALA.”

Ask the ALA
Librarian

Q. I am looking for a
collection
development policy
for the reference
collection but
haven’t really found
anything. I would
like to find a policy
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Turkish librarian wins case over
national ID card
A 47-year-old public library worker from western
Turkey may go down in history as the man who
forced his country to rethink the relationship between
the state and its citizens. On February 2, the
European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg ruled
that Turkey violated Sinan Işik’s rights by forcing him
to decide whether or not to disclose his religious conviction on the
official Turkish identity card. As a member of the Council of Europe,
Turkey has to abide by the court’s verdict....
The National (Abu Dhabi), Feb. 5

Library burned in South African
protest
The library in Siyathemba, Mpumalanga
province, southeast of Johannesburg, South
Africa, went up in flames February 9 during a
protest that appears to have shifted from labor
recruitment demands to an insistence that the local mayor resign.
During the previous two days of unrest, shops owned by refugees
and immigrants were looted and a municipal office set on fire....
The Citizen (South Africa), Feb. 9

Go back to the Top

Tech Talk

Google to experiment with high-
speed broadband
Google is planning to build and test ultra high-
speed broadband networks in a small number of
trial locations across the United States. It will
deliver internet speeds more than 100 times faster
than what most Americans have access to today
with 1 gigabit-per-second, fiber-to-the-home
connections. The plan is to offer service at a competitive price to at
least 50,000 and potentially up to 500,000 people with next-
generation apps, new deployment techniques, and open access.
Google wants to hear by March 26 from state and local government
officials who may be interested. Watch the video (1:25) or go to the
fiber-optic trial site for more information....
Official Google Blog, Feb. 10

Hands on with Google Buzz
Michael Muchmore writes: “Google lobbed
a salvo at Facebook February 9, adding
Google Buzz, a new social networking capability, to its popular Gmail
service. Though Google Buzz is somewhat integrated with Twitter and
a few other services—Flickr and Picasa, most notably—there’s no
integration with the social network of record, Facebook. And that’s a
hole Google will have to fill.” See other reviews at Search Engine
Land, PC World, and ReadWriteWeb. Sarah Perez has four hacks for
users, developers, and haters....
PC Magazine, Feb. 9; Search Engine Land, Feb. 9; PC World, Feb. 9; ReadWriteWeb, Feb.
9–10

that addresses the
shift from print to
electronic materials,
the selection criteria
for such materials,
and what kind of
reference materials
should preferably be
purchased in
electronic format
compared to the
ones we should
keep in print format.

A. ALA does not have
a collection
development policy for
the reference
collection. However,
we do have various
guidelines to help you
create your own
policy. The ALA
Library has gathered
some resources on
electronic collection
development and
more general
collection policies.
From the ALA
Professional Tips wiki.

@ The ALA Librarian
welcomes your
questions.

Membership in ALA
starts to pay you back
the moment you join.
With discounts on
products and services,
and members-only
access to information
through our website
and journals, you will
benefit right away.
Included in many of
these benefits are
resources to advance
your career, your
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Mobile site generator
Jason Griffey writes: “Chad Haefele, reference librarian for emerging
technologies at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, has
released a great tool for mobilizing your website: the Mobile Site
Generator. Chad’s responsible for the UNC-CH library’s awesome
mobile site, so he knows a thing or two about creating one. If you’ve
been considering finding a way to mobilize your site, you could do a
lot worse than take a half-hour and give this a try.”...
AL: Perpetual Beta, Feb. 9

Share USB drives anywhere
Eric Griffith writes: “If you’re into computers,
you’ve probably got a few unused USB-based
storage devices around. Whether big external
hard drives or pocketable USB Flash-based
drives, give them new life with a USB-to-NAS
(network attached storage) device. Pogoplug set
the bar here with its debut last year; the latest version has 4 USB
ports. Attach it to your network and you get instant sharing of all
data on those USB drives among your local computers.”...
PC Magazine, Feb. 10

Turn your netbook into an e-book reader
Jason Fitzpatrick writes: “E-book readers are popular for reading
digital books, but they’ve got their limitations. If you have a netbook,
you already have a powerful and virtually unrestricted portable e-
book reader on your hands. You just need to know how to set it up.
Dedicated e-book readers do have certain things going for them, but
you can’t tweak them, modify them, or use them as you see fit.
Netbooks suffer from no such shortcomings.”...
Lifehacker, Feb. 10

See what Twitter is saying
about any website
Frederic Lardinois writes: “Last
September, Google launched Sidewiki, a
web-annotation service that makes it
easy to annotate any page on the
internet. Sidewiki, however, hasn’t attracted a lot of users yet and
the public discussion about online content continues to happen in
comments and on Twitter. While it’s easy to browse comments,
finding Twitter mentions of a specific article can be difficult. With the
Twitter Reactions Chrome extension, however, you can see quickly
see what Twitter is saying about a given page without ever having to
leave the site.”...
ReadWriteWeb, Feb. 8

How Millennials use tech at work
Jolie O’Dell writes: “We all know that young folks use the social web
for personal purposes, from keeping tabs on family members to
sharing party pics with friends. And yes, they even use the social
web—gasp!—while at their places of employment. But they’re also
using more tech for work-related tasks, including interacting with
customers and vendors and forming or strengthening new and
existing partnerships.”...
ReadWriteWeb, Feb. 9

Alternate ways to click through links
in Firefox
Ann Smarty writes: “Productivity is not only about

library, and the whole
profession. Explore the
many benefits offered
to personal,
organizational, and
corporate members.

Calendar

Feb. 20–21:
Bookmark Collectors
Virtual Convention.

Mar. 3–5:
WebWise Conference
on Libraries and
Museums in the
Digital World, Hyatt
Regency at the
Colorado Convention
Center in Denver.
“Imagining the Digital
Future.”

Mar. 30:
Resource Description
and Access Executive
Briefing, CILIP,
London, U.K.

Mar. 31:
Document Freedom
Day, a day of
grassroots effort to
educate the public
about the importance
of Free Document
Formats and Open
Standards in general.

Apr. 12–14:
25th Annual
Computers in
Libraries 2010, Hyatt
Regency Crystal City,
Arlington, Virginia.
“Information Fluency:
Literacy for Life.”

Apr. 23–24:
Third Annual
Celebration of Latino
Children’s Literature,
University of Alabama
School of Library and
Information Studies,
Tuscaloosa.
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improving your working habits and skills. It is also
about tiny things that help you do your work
faster. This post aims at helping you to browse the
web faster using two tools that will make clicking
through various links in Firefox quicker and more
fun—Mouseless Browsing and Snap Links.”...
MakeUseOf, Feb. 9

Publishing

Top 100 children’s novels
Betsy Bird begins her massively annotated countdown,
10 at a time, of the best children’s novels ever, based
on suggestions from readers of her blog. She writes:
“There will be many emotional humps and surprises
along the way. There are heroes and villains here. I
guarantee that in the course of the countdown you will
see one book that makes you boo, and another that
makes you cheer, perhaps in the same post. This is a
passionate list.”...
School Library Journal: A Fuse #8 Production, Feb. 8

British Library offers free Kindle
downloads
More than 65,000 19th-century works of fiction
from the British Library’s collection are to be made
available for free downloads by the public this
spring. Owners of the Amazon Kindle will be able
to view well-known works by writers such as
Charles Dickens, Jane Austen, and Thomas Hardy.
Users of the British Library service, funded by
Microsoft, will be able to read from pages in the original books in the
library’s collection....
The Times (U.K.), Feb. 7

Why are you for killing libraries?
Tim Spalding writes: “Under the First Sale doctrine—the idea that
you own the things you own—libraries can pay once and lend a book
out multiple times. E-books change this. As e-books advance,
libraries are going to lose their First Sale advantage. Publishers will
never allow a library to own an e-book absolutely, just as consumers
don’t really own their e-books. As the logic takes hold, libraries will
be transformed into simple book-subsidy machines.”...
Thingology Blog, Feb. 5

Collaborate on an audiobook with
Meg Cabot
BBC Audiobooks America is kicking off round two
of the Twitter Audio project, with a first line
penned by #1 New York Times bestselling author
Meg Cabot February 16. Cabot will tweet the first
line of the story and fans can jump in and
continue it with their 140-characters-or-less contributions. The
finalized short story will be recorded by a professional narrator and
posted online as a free iTunes podcast....

“Connecting Cultures
and Celebrating
Cuentos.”

May 21–26:
Medical Library
Association, Annual
Meeting, Hilton
Washington, D.C.

May 25–27:
BookExpo America,
Jacob J. Javits Center,
New York City.

May 28:
Book Blogger
Convention, Jacob J.
Javits Center, New
York City.

June 7–10:
23rd International
Conference on the
First-Year
Experience, Wailea
Beach Marriott Resort
and Spa, Maui, Hawaii.

@ More...

Contact Us
American Libraries
Direct

AL Direct is a free electronic
newsletter emailed every
Wednesday to personal
members of the American
Library Association and
subscribers.

George M. Eberhart,
Editor:
geberhart@ala.org
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BBC Audiobooks America, Feb. 2

Publish an open access scholarly journal
CoAction Publishing and Lund University Libraries in Sweden have
released an Online Guide to Open Access Journals Publishing. The
guide provides practical information on planning, setting up,
launching, publishing, and managing an online scholarly journal. The
guide seeks to be interactive, allowing users to share their own best
practices and suggestions. Although the guide contains some
information that is specific to Scandinavia, most of its content can be
applied internationally....
CoAction Publishing, Feb. 5

Locus recommended SF reading list
This recommended reading list, published in Locus
magazine’s February issue, is a consensus by Locus
editors and reviewers on the best science fiction and
fantasy published in 2009. Essays by many of these
contributors, highlighting their particular favorite books
and stories, also appear in the issue. The categories
include SF novels, fantasy novels, YA books, first
novels, collections, original anthologies, reprint
anthologies, best-of-year anthologies, nonfiction, art books, novellas,
novelettes, and short stories....
Locus, Feb. 1

Actions & Answers

Four things every student should learn
An awareness of the views of those in other countries, an
understanding of how Google ranks the results of a web search, a
knowledge of the permanence of information posted online: These
are some of the lessons that every student should be learning in
today’s schools, says education technology consultant Alan November
—but not every middle or high school is teaching these lessons....
eSchool News, Feb. 8

Copyright tips on public performance rights
Carrie Russell writes: “Many librarians like to include film or DVD
screenings in their library programs. Can you do this without first
obtaining permission from the copyright holder? It depends. In
general, public performance rights are necessary for any screening
that does not take place in the face-to-face classroom or is not a key
element necessary to meet a teaching objective in an online or
digital course offered by a nonprofit educational institution. Because
the performance of a motion picture is a primary way that motion
picture companies generate revenue, the rules around PPR tend to be
strict.”...
Programming Librarian, Feb. 5

NASA CoLab in Second Life (PDF file)
Shannon Bohle writes: “NASA CoLab holds
weekly meetings bringing together NASA
employees, volunteers, and the public to
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discuss current NASA events relating to
Second Life and First Life activities. There
have been many interesting guest lecturers
streamed into SL, such as Apollo 11 astronaut Buzz Aldrin and others
who have taken the plunge using an avatar. The archives is a digital
repository which provides real reference service to patrons and
describes the history of spaceflight via tours and item-level
descriptions of over 200 archival items.”...
Metropolitan Archivist 16, no. 1 (Winter): 7–8, 12

National Archives joins the Flickr
Commons
The National Archives and Records Administration is
now a member of the Flickr Commons, a website for
cultural institutions to share their photograph
collections with the public. To mark the February 4
opening of its photostream in the Commons, NARA
posted a photo set containing more than 200
photographs of the American West by renowned
American photographer Ansel Adams. The photographs, taken in
1941–1942 as part of a Department of the Interior mural project,
feature four national parks and three national monuments....
National Archives and Records Administration, Feb. 4

Are Google and Microsoft squaring off over public
domain works?
Alix Vance writes: “When my company added 6 million Google Book
Search and Google News Archive links to two of its databases in
January, I learned a few things about some puzzling disparities in
Google’s treatment of scanned public-domain works. The two
databases—19th Century Masterfile and Public Documents Masterfile
—are discovery aids that link to many millions of documents, nearly
all of which are in the public domain. By adding links to the locations
of several million of these on Google sites, we were able to discern
clear differences in Google’s treatment of 19th-century historical and
literary materials versus scanned government documents.”...
The Scholarly Kitchen, Feb. 9

Open Government Idea Forum
The National Archives and Records Administration is developing an
Open Government Plan, in accordance with the December 8, 2009,
Open Government Directive (PDF file). The agency is looking for
ideas on how it can conduct its work more openly, improve public
participation, and improve collaboration. Submit ideas, comment, and
vote by March 19....
Open Government Idea Forum

Digital Library of the Caribbean
seeks help for Haiti 
The Digital Library of the Caribbean, an
international collaboration of institutions
that provides access to electronic
collections about the Caribbean, is
seeking donations and technical
assistance for the recovery and protection
of Haiti’s libraries and their resources. The Protecting Haitian
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Patrimony Initiative seeks to help the country’s three largest heritage
libraries and the National Archives, all of which were damaged in the
January 12 earthquake. Significant resources are needed to protect
the already brittle and rare books and documents, left in piles and
covered with debris....
Florida International University, Feb. 8

10 ways to recover a corrupted Word document
Brian Posey writes: “If you’ve ever had an important document get
corrupted, you know the despair that sets in. You’ve lost critical
information and/or countless hours of work—or so it appears. But
hang on: You may not have to accept data loss. Here are some
things you can try when you’re dealing with a corrupted Word
document.”...
TechRepublic, Aug. 17

Become a Gmail master
Adam Pash writes: “Gmail is easily the
most popular email application among
power users, and with good reason: It’s
an excellent app. But if you haven’t
gotten to know its best shortcuts, tricks,
Labs features, and add-ons, it’s time you
made Gmail sing. I’ve broken things down
into sections, starting with keyboard
shortcuts, then moving down into the best Labs add-ons, third-party
add-ons, and search techniques.”...
Lifehacker, Feb. 4

Best library groups on Twitter
Erin Logsdon writes: “For this semi-scientific analysis I looked at 18
library membership organizations, including state and national
organizations. I utilized seven elements to compare them. You can
use this method for a quick check of your organization’s Twitter
presence.” ALA feeds with the highest scores included
ALA_TechSource and AtYourLibrary....
Beyond Sliced Bread, Jan. 26

Children and Libraries en
Español
If you are a children’s librarian looking
for help in better serving your Spanish-
speaking patrons, but you don’t speak Spanish yourself, visit Children
and Libraries en Español. The site provides resources to help you
communicate, learn more about Latino and Hispanic cultures, find
children’s books in Spanish, and network with other librarians who
serve Spanish-speaking children....
Children and Libraries en Español

Carnegie Mellon to offer internet
safety resources
Carnegie Mellon University will use a
$20,000 grant from the Verizon Foundation
to create and distribute internet safety advice to faculty, teachers,
and students in K–12 schools and on college campuses. The
university’s internet safety lessons can be found on a new website
from its Information Networking Institute, called
MySecureCyberspace, which also includes such tools as an
encyclopedia of hundreds of web terms....
eSchool News, Feb. 9

http://www.chil-es.org/home/
https://www.mysecurecyberspace.com/
http://blogs.techrepublic.com.com/10things/?p=952
http://lifehacker.com/5451352/become-a-gmail-master-redux
http://www.beyondslicedbread.com/2010/01/26/best-library-organizations-twitter-analysis/
http://www.chil-es.org/home/
http://www.chil-es.org/home/
http://www.eschoolnews.com/2010/02/09/carnegie-mellon-to-offer-internet-safety-resource/
http://www.eschoolnews.com/2010/02/09/carnegie-mellon-to-offer-internet-safety-resource/
https://www.mysecurecyberspace.com/


AL Direct, February 10, 2010

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2010/february/021010.htm[7/17/2014 2:21:47 PM]

Shifting age patterns in internet and social media
use
While blogging among adults as a whole has remained steady, the
prevalence of blogging within specific age groups has changed
dramatically in recent years. Specifically, a sharp decline in blogging
by young adults has been tempered by a corresponding increase in
blogging among older adults. Both teen and adult use of social
networking sites has risen significantly, yet the specific sites on which
young adults maintain their profiles are different from those used by
older adults....
Pew Research Center, Feb. 3

Making genalogy hip
Thomas MacEntee writes: “Merely hoping that
genealogy becomes hip isn’t going to make it so; nor
will the demographics of the field morph overnight into
one dominated by the 20- and 30-something set.
What do we need? One only has to look to the fields
of criminology and forensic science to see how the
media depiction of crime-scene investigators and other
personnel has helped to bring new and younger people
into those fields.”...
Kick-Ass Genealogy, Jan. 30

NYPL launches Map Rectifier tool 
The New York Public Library recently launched
a new Map Rectifier website that works in
conjunction with maps in its Digital Gallery.
The site allows zooming, panning, and
georectification—a process that allows digital
images to be stretched, placing the maps
themselves into their geographic context. Once
a historical map has been digitally warped,
users can virtually “trace” features, such as cities, farm boundaries,
rivers, ponds, and even buildings, converting them into digital
geospatial data....
NYPL Blogs, Feb. 3

New report on scholarly communication (PDF file) 
Since 2005, the Center for Studies in Higher Education at the
University of California, Berkeley, has been conducting research on
faculty scholarly communication for in-progress research and archival
publication. Its final report, Assessing the Future Landscape of
Scholarly Communication: An Exploration of Faculty Values and
Needs in Seven Disciplines, brings together the responses of 160
interviewees from 45 research institutions in seven academic fields:
archaeology, astrophysics, biology, economics, history, music, and
political science....
Center for Studies in Higher Education, Jan. 28

How the Columbia graphic novels
exhibit was put together
Karen Green writes: “It all started June 11, 2009,
when Janet Gertz, our head of preservation and the
gatekeeper for library exhibitions in our eight 3rd-
floor display cases, emailed me to ask if I’d be
interested in doing an exhibition on graphic novels
for Spring 2010. Because I had never in my life
planned an exhibition, and therefore had no idea
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how unbelievably difficult it was, I of course said
‘Yes!’ The following week, Janet told me that her
announcement of the news at Management Committee—a weekly
meeting of all the highest poohbahs in the libraries—had been met
with ‘oooohs.’ Good sign, right?”...
ComiXology: Comic Adventures in Academia, Feb. 5

Winter Olympics @ your library
You don’t have to travel to Vancouver February 12–28 to participate
in the 2010 Winter Olympics. There are several ways to enjoy the
Olympics @ your library. Hosting your own Olympic Games @ your
library can be a fun way to promote your library’s existing gaming
program. Another easy way to celebrate the games and their host
country is with Canada’s @ your library logo....

The Winter Olympics on Google
Maps
In anticipation of the 2010 Winter
Olympics Games, Google has added some
stunning new street views taken by the
Street View Snowmobile (right, watch the
video, 1:41). The new Street View includes
images from the Dave Murray Downhill (site of the men’s alpine
skiing event), from the top of the 7th Heaven Chairlift on Blackcomb,
and from the peak of Whistler. Google has also released an
embeddable gadget with real-time info and Street View/3D/map of
venues....
Google Maps Mania, Feb. 9

Do library staff know what users want?
Steven Bell writes: “Perhaps the most basic premise for delivering a
great library user experience is knowing what members of the user
community want from the library and being able to articulate their
service expectations from the library. Then the librarian’s
responsibility is to design an experience that delivers on those
expectations and exceeds them when possible. If successful, we
should be able to create a loyal base of community members who
will support the library and use it repeatedly—and recommend that
their friends do so as well.”...
Designing Better Libraries, Feb. 4

Planning an Earth Day event this year?
Laura Bruzas writes: “How are you planning to
celebrate Earth Day, April 22, at your library? There
are so many ways to celebrate this monumental day—
ways that don’t require a big budget but instead a bit
of lead time and some creative thinking. Last year, I
reached out to the Arm & Hammer company and my
local Whole Foods market. If your plan includes
reaching out to a green business, why not start today?”...
AL: Green Your Library, Feb. 6
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LC’s naked baseballers
Brett Smiley writes: “There’s a mural on
the ceiling of the Great Hall in the
Library of Congress that very nearly
blends in with the many others found in
the room. But when you look closer,
you’ll notice something peculiar: It
depicts a bunch of naked guys holding baseball equipment. According
to Susan Reyburn, a staff writer-editor at the library and coauthor of
Baseball Americana, the mural has been around since the Library of
Congress opened in 1897: ‘It’s one of about five images depicting
ancient games, showing the Olympic ideal.’”...
Asylum, Feb. 9

The oldest book from the Americas
The Dresden Codex (named for the city where it is
housed) is a fig-bark paper manuscript in
concertina style, produced around the beginning of
the 13th century (a contentious point). The 74
pages are sewn together, producing an 11-foot-
long document that was originally folded up
between protective wooden covers bearing
engraved jaguars. As the most complete of the
few remaining Maya manuscripts, it is a comprehensive source for
Maya calendar and astronomy systems and an aid to glyph
interpretation in the wider iconography of the Maya culture....
BibliOdyssey, Feb. 4

Early Book Lecture Series at the
University of Arizona
The University of Arizona Libraries Special
Collections is home to important art and historical
works. Albrecht Classen, professor of German
studies, is using these materials to make history
come to life in the seventh annual Early Book
Lecture Series, open to the public February 9–
March 2. Faculty from the university’s German studies, classics, and
English departments give their audiences new insights into historic
texts from Germany, France, and England. Associate Librarian Bonnie
Travers has helped put together the materials for the lecture series
each year....
University of Arizona, Feb. 4

Premature burial device patents
Meg Holle writes: “This morning I ran across a
list of suspected premature burials with some
interesting contemporaneous newspaper clips.
It got me thinking: I love all those turn-of-the-
20th-century inventions designed to save you
in the event of your premature burial. I figured
there must be patents on these, and sure enough, the U.S. Patent
and Trademark Office provides them online. Unfortunately, the
interface is exceptionally ugly, so I turned to Google Patents.”...
Death Reference Desk, Feb. 2

Ransom Center obtains historic photo
archive
The Magnum Archive Collection, a photo collection
of nearly 200,000 original press prints of images

http://www.google.com/patents?id=3BdxAAAAEBAJ&zoom=4&pg=PA1&ci=129%2C274%2C618%2C456&source=bookclip#v=onepage&q=&f=false
http://www.asylum.com/2010/02/09/naked-baseball-painting-americana-library-of-congress/
http://bibliodyssey.blogspot.com/2010/02/oldest-book-from-americas.html
http://uanews.org/node/29927
http://uanews.org/node/29927
http://www.library.arizona.edu/news/entries/view/2440
http://www.library.arizona.edu/news/entries/view/2440
http://deathreferencedesk.org/2010/02/02/premature-burial-device-patents/
http://listverse.com/2010/02/02/10-horrifying-premature-burials/
http://www.hrc.utexas.edu/press/releases/2010/m/
http://www.hrc.utexas.edu/press/releases/2010/m/
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taken by world-renowned photographers, will be
preserved, cataloged, and made accessible by the
Harry Ransom Center at the University of Texas at
Austin. The vintage prints in the collection include
images of major world events, celebrities, family
life, poverty, religion, and social affairs by such
photographers as Henri Cartier-Bresson, Robert Capa, Elliott Erwitt,
Leonard Freed, Bruce Davidson, Rene Burri, Dennis Stock, and Eve
Arnold....
Harry Ransom Center, Feb. 2

Funky libraries of Lyons and
London 
The BBC’s David Adjaye explores (3:24)
the architecture of two beautiful, modern
libraries in Lyons, France. Back in the
U.K., he talks to architect Will Alsop about
his design for a library in Peckham,
London, and the importance of architecture and community....
YouTube, Jan. 29

A Newberry Library Minute:
Letters to Jemima Hall
Alison Hinderliter, manuscripts and archives
librarian at the Newberry Library in Chicago,
discovered some letters sent in the 1830s
from a slave to a freed slave, who happened
to be husband and wife (2:27). Jemima Hall,
born around 1810, lived with the Rodgers
family in southern Illinois and was freed sometime between 1822 and
1836. In the letters, Jemima’s husband, Washington, and her
husband’s master, L. F. Hall, implore her to return to Missouri to live
with them....
YouTube, Jan. 8

Go back to the Top

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BAmxdMBuwkQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mib6LwbKJNg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BAmxdMBuwkQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BAmxdMBuwkQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mib6LwbKJNg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mib6LwbKJNg
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Florida man sues two
libraries for discrimination
A Florida man has filed a religious-
discrimination lawsuit against Volusia County and Library Director
Lucinda Colee, claiming that VCPL’s New Smyrna Beach branch
declined his request to conduct a seminar called “Is Religion Alive in
America?” there because library policy bans use of the meeting room
for sectarian programming. Plaintiff Anthony Verdugo, who is
executive director of the Christian Family Coalition, submitted an
identically worded meeting-room request to both libraries....
American Libraries news, Feb. 17

iPad introduction met with excitement,
derision
Apple’s announcement of the iPad tablet computer
January 27 drew ample attention from the technology
world. Apple CEO Steve Jobs pinned the iPad’s potential
for success to whether it could occupy a niche between
smartphone and laptop, claiming that netbooks fail to
meet that niche’s needs. The iPad will run all iPhone
apps without modification, but developers will also be encouraged to
create iPad-specific apps. And while video and gaming are clearly
focuses for the tablet, e-books are also getting their due....
American Libraries news, Feb. 12

10 technology ideas your library can
implement next week
Ellyssa Kroski writes: “Librarians who are still
becoming comfortable with the web are often reticent
to begin using new technologies in their day-to-day
work because the learning curve often takes more time
than they have at hand. When I begin teaching people
about Web 2.0, mobile, and emerging technologies, I
try to answer three questions: What is it? Why is it
important? How can it help me better serve my users tomorrow?
Here are 10 ideas you can use to start creating, collaborating,
connecting, and communicating.”...
American Libraries feature
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Kirkus Reviews gets new owner
Leonard Kniffel writes: “In a move that
surprised those who had already mourned the
passing of Kirkus Reviews, the venerable
source of prepublication reviews of new books
has been bought by Herb Simon, owner of the Indiana Pacers, of the
National Basketball Association. The magazine’s previous owner,
Nielsen Business Media, announced in December that it would shut
Kirkus down. Unlikely as it may seem that someone who owns a
basketball team would see book reviewing as a good investment,
Simon also co-owns Tecolote Books, an independent bookstore in
Montecito, California.”...
AL: Inside Scoop, Feb. 12

Internet Librarian: Whither Wikipedia?
Joseph Janes writes: “You’ve got to feel a bit for Wikipedia cofounder
Jimmy Wales. Here’s a guy with a fairly simple but incredibly
powerful idea: Create a way for people to share what they know with
the wider world and in the process build a resource that can be of
great benefit to everyone. I can’t help wondering, though, whether it
has all turned out quite the way he had in mind. The wild success
and popular embrace of Wikipedia has given way of late to reports of
difficulties.”...
American Libraries column, Feb. 12

On My Mind: The case for textbooks
Krista McDonald and John Burke write: “Our reaction to
the oft-repeated axiom that ‘libraries don’t purchase
course textbooks’ was to ask, ‘Why not?’ After all, isn’t
part of our mission as academic libraries to make
materials for learning as widely available as possible?
We decided to apply applied a standard test of library
service, S. R. Ranganathan’s (right) ‘Five Laws of
Library Science,’ to the concept of textbooks in the library.”...
American Libraries column, Feb. 17

Dispatches from the Field: Cataloging horizons
Karen Coyle writes: “Library catalogs have evolved over time as
technology has changed. The last 150 years have seen a progression
from book catalogs to cards, and eventually, to online catalogs. Each
of these changes has provided new capabilities that can be adopted
for improved user services. The next step in this evolution is on the
horizon, and it will make possible some new and powerful capabilities
for information seekers.”...
American Libraries column, Feb. 12

11 ways to promote a great top 10
book list
Laura Bruzas writes: “Recently, author and Booklist
Associate Editor Donna Seaman composed a list of
the best environmental books reviewed over the

ALA Annual Conference,
Washington, D.C., June
24–29. Visit the Stacks,
with more than 1,500
exhibit booths with
products and services
designed to help you
manage the library of the
millennium.

Promote your
National Library
Week (April 11–17)
involvement to your
community with
posters, graphics,
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past 12 months—works of extraordinary research,
thought, passion, and artistry. Here are some
suggested ways to capture the wisdom and efforts of Donna’s best-of
list to drive your library’s green efforts.”...
AL: Green Your Library, Feb. 12

Marilyn Johnson on librarians
and cybrarians
Marilyn Johnson, author of This Book is
Overdue: How Librarians and Cybrarians can
Save Us All (Harper, 2010), talks to AL
Focus (3:04) about how she came to write
the book and why the work of librarians is
more important than ever....
AL Focus, Feb. 15

ALA News

Woman’s Day shows how the library can
save you money
Woman’s Day magazine’s March issue profiles four
women who used the resources at their public libraries
to save money and accessed library resources to cope
with economic tough times. The article marks the
beginning of the ninth year Woman’s Day and the ALA
Campaign for America’s Libraries have partnered to
highlight the value of libraries. Featured in the magazine is the story
of Karen Schmidt of Camano Island, Washington, who uses the
resources and programs at her library to help homeschool her son....
Campaign for America’s Libraries, Feb. 10; Woman’s Day, Mar.

Successful library broadband stimulus
applications
The Office for Information Technology Policy has
prepared four summaries of successful library
applications from the first round of broadband
stimulus funding to provide second-round applicants
with a snapshot of what went into these successful applications.
Highlights include a brief project description, the projected budget
and federal award, a project development discussion, and lessons
learned....
District Dispatch, Feb. 17

ALA interlibrary loan form
Q. Can I order a copy of the ALA form for
interlibrary loan from the ALA Store? A. The
interlibrary loan form is not available for
purchase. ALA, through its committees, only
standardized the interlibrary loan form; we do
not sell it at all. However, a copy of the form
is on our website in PDF format or Word
format. The ALA Librarian welcomes your
questions....

transit signs, and
banners. NEW! From
ALA Graphics.
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AL: Ask the ALA Librarian, Feb. 17

Start planning for National Library
Workers Day
National Library Workers Day, April 13, is the day
for staff, users, administrators, and Friends groups
to recognize the valuable contributions made by all
library workers. The ALA–Allied Professional
Association has posters, T-shirts, and buttons to
assist you in your celebration....
ALA–Allied Professional Association

Eight things to know about
ALA–APA
ALA–Allied Professional Association
Director Jenifer Grady writes: “Let me
introduce you to an organization that
gives you intriguing ways to get involved, upgrade your salaries
and/or status, and showcase the importance of the work you do. The
ALA-APA is a service organization to ALA members. It manages
certification programs and advocates for higher salaries for library
employees.”...
NMRT Footnotes 39, no. 3 (Feb.)

Student members share the gift
of literacy
In the few, busy weeks leading up to
Christmas 2009, students in East Carolina
University’s Department of Library Science
gathered more than 12,000 books and
materials to donate to homeless shelters, children’s homes, after-
school programs, women’s shelters, and a nursing home in eight
North Carolina communities. This was students’ fourth year
participating in the ECU-ALA Student Chapter Holiday Book Drive....
ALA Student Member Blog, Feb. 17

ALA supports online reseller in infringement
lawsuit
On February 11, ACRL joined ALA, the Association of Research
Libraries, and a coalition of public-interest and consumer groups in
urging a federal appeals court to preserve consumers’ rights and the
first-sale doctrine in a battle over an internet auction of used
computer software. Timothy Vernor is an online software reseller who
tried to auction four authentic packages of Autodesk’s AutoCAD
software on eBay. Autodesk sent takedown notices to block his
auctions and threatened to sue him for copyright infringement....
District Dispatch, Feb. 16

Vitali reappointed endowment trustee
John E. Vitali has been reappointed to a second term as an
endowment trustee by the ALA Executive Board at the Midwinter
Meeting in Boston. Initially selected in 2007, Vitali begins a new
three-year term at the conclusion of the 2010 Annual Conference in
Washington, D.C., in June. He is currently the deputy director for
business administration and chief financial officer of the Brooklyn
Public Library....
ALA Finance Office, Feb. 17

ALA contributes two Drupal modules
ALA Strategy Guide Jenny Levine writes: “Two of the modules we

Career Leads
from

Adult Services
Supervisor, Topeka
and Shawnee County
(Kans.) Public Library.
Do you have a vision
for 21st-century
customer service? Do
you dream about
transforming reference
services to meet people
where they are in the
library, the community,
or on the digital
branch? We are looking
for a vibrant,
imaginative person to
supervise a staff of 10
professional and 16
paraprofessional
librarians. The adult
services supervisor
works closely with
his/her staff to develop
fun and informative
services, programs, and
experiences in order to
best meet our
customers’ needs. If
you are a solution
person who thrives in a
dynamic and fast-paced
environment and loves
finding new and
innovative ways to
provide customer-
focused exceptional
service this is the
career move for you....

@ More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week
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had Urban Insight develop for ALA Connect—the ‘cite’ feature and
the statistics reporting package—were both released to the Drupal
community in 2009. Given how many modules we’ve used to build
our site, it feels like a badge of honor that we’ve contributed
something back. Nine other sites are currently running the cite
feature and 85 sites are running the statistics module.”....
ITTS News, Feb. 12

Featured review: Reference
Jenkins, Willis, and Whitney Bauman, eds.
Berkshire Encyclopedia of Sustainability:
The Spirit of Sustainability. 2v. Berkshire,
hardcover (978-1-933782-15-7).
With The Spirit of Sustainability, Berkshire
has launched Berkshire Encyclopedia of
Sustainability, which will comprise 10
volumes when it is completed. Future
volumes will cover business, law, natural
resources, and geographic regions, among
other topics. As stated in the “Publisher’s Note,” although
there is other good reference material on the environment,
much of it is focused on the problems. Berkshire Encyclopedia
of Sustainability, on the other hand, is “a project about
solutions.” Developed under the auspices of the Forum on
Religion and Ecology at Yale University, The Spirit of
Sustainability examines sustainability as a “moral challenge.”
More than 110 international and primarily academic
contributors wrote the 147 A–Z entries, which range from 1 to
5 pages in length. A number of entries are those one would
expect to see in an encyclopedia on environmental concerns,
such as Agriculture, Climate change, and Water. However, with
the goal of “introducing the question of sustainability in
multiple moral perspectives,” there are also entries for
concepts such as Community, Justice, and Sin and evil as well
as various spiritual and theological frameworks, from
Christianity—Mainline Protestant  and Hinduism to indigenous
traditions in Africa, Asia, and elsewhere. Each entry includes a
brief introductory summary and a further-reading list, and
many entries also include sidebars containing primary source
material....

E-waste
Mary Ellen Quinn writes: “E-waste—
electronic waste—makes up 5% of
municipal solid waste worldwide,
and developing countries are expected to triple their
production of toxic e-waste over the next five years. Here is a
selection of free websites for people who want more
information about this growing problem....

Booklist readers recommend
Next Book: When You Reach Me, by Rebecca Stead. Due:
Friday, February 19. For each upcoming Booklist spotlight, we

Crafting Victories:
Campaign Materials
from the Larry
Gibson Collection is
a project of the
Thurgood Marshall Law
Library at the
University of Maryland.
The site is part of the
library’s larger “African
Americans in the Law
Collection,” which is
focused on telling the
story and experiences
of African-American
lawyers. This particular
collection explores the
role that African-
American legal
practitioners played in
creating political
opportunities for black
voters in Maryland.
Professor Larry S.
Gibson has played a
leadership role in the
campaigns of many
Maryland and national
politicians beginning
with his first effort
organizing the
campaign of Joseph
Howard for Judge on
the Supreme Bench of
Baltimore City in 1968.
Success in the Howard
campaign was followed
by work on the local
campaigns of Milton
Allen, William H.
Murphy, Paul Chester,
Wayne Curry, and Kurt
Schmoke. At the
national level he has
worked on the
presidential campaigns
of George McGovern,
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choose a noteworthy title—you send us a short list of read-
alikes. Be creative! Both fiction and nonfiction are fair game,
and include books, audiobooks, videos, and even Internet
databases as you wish. Just be prepared to defend your
choices. Using one or two sentences per title, explain how
each one complements the selected work. Email your list to
Keir Graff, Booklist Online senior editor, including your full
name and professional title. Attach a photograph of yourself if
you have one. If your list is selected, it will be published in
the next issue of REaD ALERT and you will receive a free six-
month subscription (single-user only) to Booklist Online.

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

Division News

Downloadable Teen Tech Week PSAs
with Tom Kenny
Tom Kenny (right), best known as the voice of
SpongeBob SquarePants, appears in downloadable
public service announcements promoting Teen Tech
Week, March 7–13. Teen Tech Week is an annual
initiative sponsored by YALSA. Aimed at librarians,
educators, parents and other concerned adults, to Teen
Tech Week encourages teens to take advantage of libraries' nonprint
resources....
YALSA, Feb. 16

School Library Month video contest
AASL is hosting a video contest in conjunction
with School Library Month in April for members
and their students to share how their school
library programs help their communities thrive.
Entries may include an interview with members of
a school community, a typical day in the life of a
school librarian, or a short skit on why school librarians are essential
to a school community. Submissions will be accepted through March
1....
AASL, Feb. 16

ACRL/LLAMA Spring Virtual Institute
Registration is now open for the ACRL and LLAMA Spring Virtual
Institute, “Doing Well by Doing Good: Entrepreneurial Leadership for
Librarians,” April 21–22. The institute will explore different models
and aspects of leadership and management and their impact on
academic librarianship in today’s challenged and flat economic
environments. Registration is open through April 19....
ACRL, Feb. 16

Round Table News

GLBTRT anniversary T-shirt
The Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgendered
Round Table is celebrating its 40th anniversary
this year at the ALA Annual Conference in

Jimmy Carter, and Bill
Clinton.
Internationally,
Gibson’s organizational
talents have been
employed by
candidates as far away
as Liberia and
Madagascar.

Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site.

Public
Perception
How the World 
Sees Us

“For all the talk
about what would
happen if print dies,
the saddest and
most horrible thing I
can imagine is the
disappearance of
libraries. Things like
borrowing a book,
taking care of it, and
returning it in time
are lessons you just
can’t learn online.”

—Brian Ashcraft, on the
occasion of his 14-month-old
son getting his first library
card, in Kotaku, Feb. 10.

TweetWatch

Follow:

Handheld Librarian II,
online conference,
Alliance Library
System, Feb. 17–18,
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Washington, D.C., June 24–30. To help support its
anniversary events, GLBTRT is offering celebratory
lavender T-shirts with its name and logo....
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgendered Round Table

Awards

Schottlaender named 2010 Melvil Dewey
winner
Brian E. C. Schottlaender, Audrey Geisel university
librarian at the University of California, San Diego, has
received the 2010 Melvil Dewey Medal Award,
sponsored by OCLC. This prestigious professional
honor, given in recognition of creative leadership of
high order, is named after Melvil Dewey, who was
actively interested in library management, library
training, cataloging and classification, and the tools and techniques of
librarianship....
ALA Awards Program, Feb. 10

ACRL Ilene F. Rockman Publication of the
Year
Heidi L. M. Jacobs, information literacy librarian at the
University of Windsor, Ontario, has been chosen as the
winner of the ACRL Instruction Section’s Ilene F.
Rockman Publication of the Year Award for her article
“Information Literacy and Reflective Pedagogical Praxis,”
published in the May 2008 issue of the Journal of Academic
Librarianship. The award recognizes an outstanding publication
related to library instruction published in the past two years....
ACRL, Feb. 16

ACRL Community College
Library Program
Achievement award
The Northwest Vista College Library
in San Antonio, Texas, has been chosen to receive the 2010 EBSCO
Community College Learning Resources Program Achievement Award,
administered by the ACRL Community and Junior College Libraries
Section. The library has created a diverse approach to library
instruction for both on-campus and distance students, including
innovative uses of technological resources....
ACRL, Feb. 16

2010 ALSC “Light the Way” grant winner named
ALSC has awarded the Fayetteville (Ark.) Public Library its 2010
“Light the Way: Library Outreach to the Underserved” grant. As
winner of the grant, the library will receive $3,000 to expand and
develop its Books for Borrowing program, which is designed to put
books into the hands of underserved children and their families.
Books for Borrowing currently operates in four Head Start centers
and plans to expand to two additional locations....
ALSC, Feb. 10

at:
#hhlib2

Educause Southwest
Regional Conference,
Austin, Texas, Feb.
17–19, at:
#swrc10

O’Reilly Tools of
Change for Publishing
Conference, New York
City, Feb. 22–24, at:
#toccon

American Libraries
news stories, videos,
tweets, and blog posts
at: amlibraries

Calendar

Mar. 4–7:
Association of
Architecture School
Librarians, Annual
Conference, New
Orleans.

Mar. 15:
12th National
Freedom of
Information Day
Conference,
Newseum, Washington,
D.C.

Mar. 18:
LIS Career Fair,
Grande Bibliothèque,
Montreal, Quebec.
Jointly sponsored by
the Université de
Montréal’s École de
bibliothéconomie et des
sciences de
l’information and McGill
University’s School of
Information Studies.

Mar. 21–24:
Music Library
Association,
Southern California
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Advocates may apply for the WHCLIST Award
The White House Conference on Library and Information Services
Taskforce and the ALA Washington Office are accepting entries for
the 2010 WHCLIST Award, which will provide a stipend of $300 for a
nonlibrarian participant to attend Library Advocacy Day on June 29 in
Washington, D.C. The winner will attend the rally and Congressional
meetings with elected officials or their staffs. The winner will be
introduced at the rally and participate in advocacy meetings in
Congressional offices. Entries are due March 1....
District Dispatch, Feb. 16

ACRL Library Advocacy Day travel grants
Are you interested in federal legislation and policy affecting libraries,
connected in your campus community, and willing to work with your
members of Congress for change? ACRL is offering up to $250 each
for 10 individuals to attend Library Advocacy Day in Washington,
D.C., June 29. Individuals applying for the travel grants must be
ACRL Legislative Advocates and must apply by April 16....
ACRL Insider, Feb. 16

ALA scholarships
ALA and its units provide more than $300,000
annually for study towards a master’s degree in
library and information studies from an ALA-
accredited program, or towards a master’s
degree in school library media that meets the
ALA curriculum guidelines for an NCATE-accredited unit. You can
apply for a variety of scholarships through the single online
application. Applications, references, and transcripts are due by
March 1....
ALA Scholarship Program

Has your student chapter had an outstanding year?
Apply for the ALA New Members Round Table Student Chapter of the
Year Award. The award is presented in recognition of an accredited
ALA chapter’s outstanding contributions to ALA, its library school, and
the profession. The winner will receive $1,000 to help defray travel
expenses to ALA Annual Conference. The deadline to apply is
February 26....
ALA New Members Round Table

Scheeder, Semonche
honored with SLA Hall of
Fame Award
The Special Libraries Association
named Donna Scheeder (left) and
Barbara Semonche as the 2009
recipients of the SLA Hall of Fame
award in honor of their pioneering
work in the field of news librarianship and their prolonged and
distinguished histories of service and leadership to SLA. Hall of Fame
recognition is reserved for SLA members at or near the end of their
active professional careers to recognize service and contributions to
the association....
SLA Blog, Feb. 16

Better World Books/NCFL Libraries
and Families Award
Applications for the new Better World Books /
National Center for Family Literacy’s Libraries and

Chapter, Annual
Conference, Paradise
Point Resort and Spa,
San Diego.

Mar. 22–27:
South African Library
Week. Theme:
“Reading Changes
Lives.”

Mar. 23–27:
Public Library
Association, National
Conference, Oregon
Convention Center,
Portland.

Apr. 11–13:
National Conference
on Family Literacy,
San Antonio (Tex.)
Marriott Rivercenter.

Apr. 15:
New England
Technical Services
Librarians, Annual
Spring Conference,
Hogan Campus Center,
College of the Holy
Cross, Worcester,
Massachusetts.
“Crosswalks to the
Future.”

May 22–29:
Cuba Now Learning
and Research Tour, a
one-time program
designed by Cubans
and geared to
teachers, librarians,
historians, writers, and
others keen on
exploring island society
and culture. The tour is
licensable for U.S.
citizens. Tour stops
include schools,
libraries, historical
sites, and museums.

June 22–24:
University of
Maryland, Center for
Intellectual Property
Symposium,
Washington, D.C.,
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Families Award are now available through March 3.
One winner of a $10,000 grant will be chosen from
each of the three following categories: local Friends of the Library
programs, public or academic libraries, and urban libraries....
National Center for Family Literacy

E. B. McNaughton Civil Liberties Award
Retired librarian Candace Morgan will receive the ACLU Foundation of
Oregon’s E. B. McNaughton Civil Liberties Award at a Liberty Dinner
celebration in Portland on March 6. In addition to her intellectual
freedom work as a librarian, Morgan has revived the ACLU of
Oregon’s participation in Banned Books Week, creating the only
statewide effort in the nation that brings together libraries,
bookstores, and nonprofits to educate people on the freedom to
read....
ACLU Foundation of Oregon, Jan. 27

2009 Cybils Awards
The winners of the 2009 Cybils Awards, or Children’s
and Young Adult Bloggers’ Literary Awards, have been
announced. Cofounded by Kelly Herold and Anne Boles
Levy in 2006, the awards were created to address an
apparent gap between children’s book awards
perceived as too elitist and other awards that did not
seem selective enough. This year’s 12 awards are in
various format or genre categories....
The Cybils, Feb. 14

Hamster tale wins Waterstone’s prize
Debut author Katie Davies has won the 2010
Waterstone’s Children’s Book Prize for her tale The
Great Hamster Massacre, about a girl’s relentless quest
for a pet hamster. Davies, who lives in London, based
the book on her own childhood, when her pet
hamsters killed their two litters. The award carries a
prize of £5,000 ($7,833 U.S.)....
BBC News, Feb. 10

Seen Online

Justice Dept. defends warrantless cell phone
tracking
The FBI and other police agencies don’t need to obtain a search
warrant to learn the locations of Americans’ cell phones, the U.S.
Department of Justice told a federal appeals court February 12 in
Philadelphia. There “is no constitutional bar” to acquiring “routine
business records held by a communications service provider,” said
Mark Eckenwiler, a senior attorney in the criminal division of the
Justice Department. This is the first federal appeals court to address
warrantless location tracking, which raises novel issues of
government surveillance and privacy. Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.) has
called for strengthening the Electronic Communications Privacy Act....
CNET: Politics and Law, Feb. 13; The Hill, Feb. 12

Convention Center.
“Sustaining Culture in
Copyright.”

June 24–29:
ALA Annual
Conference,
Washington, D.C.
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University at Buffalo library back
to normal after alarm 
Lockwood Memorial Library on the University
at Buffalo North Campus in Amherst, New
York, was evacuated February 16 after
campus police received a tip that a male was
outside the library and it looked like he had a
rifle. UB police conducted a four-hour room-by-room search of the
library but found nothing suspicious....
Buffalo (N.Y.) News, Feb. 16

Boston ponders closing branches, cutting staff 
As many as 10 neighborhood branches could close as part of a
drastic overhaul of the Boston Public Library proposed February 17 in
an effort to bridge a $3.6-million budget gap, due in large part to a
steep drop in state funding. The plan (PDF file) unveiled at a special
board of trustees meeting would seek to strengthen the remaining
16–18 branches by adding staff, computers, books, CDs, DVDs, and
other resources. The move would eliminate up to 35 staff positions
and increase travel for residents between libraries....
Boston Globe, Feb. 17

Google Buzz now a complaint
magnet
The Electronic Privacy Information Center
filed a complaint February 16 with the Federal Trade Commission
charging that Google’s recently launched Buzz service “is a significant
breach of consumers’ expectations of privacy.” The EPIC complaint
(PDF file) urges the FTC to require Google to make the Buzz service
fully opt–in, to stop using Gmail users’ private address book contacts
to compile social networking lists, and to give Google users
meaningful control over their personal data. Google was also hit with
an NIS 5.5-billion ($1.5 billion U.S.) class-action motion in an Israeli
court on the grounds of invasion of privacy. Amal Jaraisy’s lawsuit is
on behalf of Gmail users, who “woke up one morning and found that
the details of the people with whom they have open or covert contact
are exposed to the entire world,” without their consent, she wrote.
The Canadian Privacy Commissioner is also investigating.... 
Palo Alto (Calif.) Daily News, Feb. 16; Electronic Privacy Information Center, Feb. 16;
Haaretz (Tel Aviv), Feb. 15; CBC News, Feb. 16

Illinois funding shortage may doom some library
systems
Libraries across Illinois may again be victims of the state’s ongoing
financial woes, industry leaders fear. Regional cooperative library
organizations, such as the North Suburban Library System in
Wheeling, already have slashed budgets and cut staffs because
millions of dollars in promised state funds haven’t been delivered. If
the money doesn’t come soon, representatives say, more cuts would
be needed and the organizations could even shut down....
Arlington Heights (Ill.) Daily Herald, Feb. 14

Lillian Moore Bradshaw dies
Lillian Moore Bradshaw, director of the Dallas Public
Library from 1962 to 1984 and ALA President in
1970–1971, passed away February 9 at the age of 95.
Under her direction, Dallas built 18 of the city’s 25
branch libraries, which she said should be tailored to
serve individual neighborhoods. Among her many
achievements was leading the $40-million financial
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campaign to construct the J. Erik Jonsson Central Library....
Dallas Morning News, Feb. 12; Dallas Observer, Feb. 10

More library use, less library funding
The community reaction to the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh’s
financial problems was one of last year’s big stories in the city.
Drowned out by the local din, however, was the fact that the same
story about libraries was repeated across the country. Preliminary
figures from a new ALA survey of how libraries fared in 2009 show
that nearly 75% of them were handed significant government budget
cuts, forcing libraries to reduce services. Pennsylvania registered a
27% reduction in state library aid....
Pittsburgh (Pa.) Post-Gazette, Feb. 15

No rest for the query 
Whether it’s the writers of Mad Men calling
to ensure the hit show’s portrayal of the
city in 1963 is accurate, or a 4th-grader
stumped on her science project, the
research librarians at the New York Public
Library are the question authorities. Created in the 1960s as the
telephone reference desk, the team of six senior librarians in the
catalog area of the stunning Rose Reading Room now take hundreds
of questions each day by phone, email, online chat—and, as of a few
weeks ago—by text message. Some of the questions are beyond the
reach of Google, said ASK NYPL Manager Samantha Thompson....
New York Post, Feb. 15

Dickinson State library funding error creates
turmoil
The North Dakota Democratic Party said Gov. John Hoeven still has
more explaining to do about why the funding for library renovations
at Dickinson State University cannot be completed as promised. The
last legislature voted to give DSU the $8.8 million needed for Stoxen
Library as long as the state was running $25 million ahead of
projected revenues for the year. But because of what has been
deemed a coding error, the money is no longer there....
Bismarck (N.Dak.) Tribune, Feb. 16

Wellfleet Library receives unexpected $200K gift
The Wellfleet (Mass.) Library trustees were pinching themselves
February 8 at the news that Martin Nerber, a frequent patron of the
library, recently bequeathed to them a record-shattering gift of
$200,000, with no strings attached. Library Director Elaine McIlroy
announced that Nerber—a voracious reader and frequent patron of
the library—had made the gift in a will he revised on October 30, six
days before he died....
Provincetown (Mass.) Banner, Feb. 11

Omaha shows off its new
library logo
For the first time in more than 30 years,
the Omaha (Nebr.) Public Library has a
new look. The logo was unveiled February
11 at the W. Dale Clark Library in
downtown Omaha. The new tag line is “Open Your World.” The logo
consists of smaller, digital-type pieces forming the letter "O," an
easily identifiable image in the Omaha community but also symbolic
of the world, said OPL Executive Director Gary Wasdin....
KETV-TV, Omaha, Feb. 11
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In defense of school librarians
Cathy Collins writes: “I have worked in public schools for 14 years
now, just ‘hanging out in the library,’ as one Santa Rosa trustee
recently summed it up, with students in grades pre-K through 12.
Unfortunately, the role of a school librarian is frequently
misunderstood. Though school librarians have master’s level training
in best educational practices, we are not assigned official classes, nor
do we test or grade students. What I can’t live with, and will
continue to fight, is the mistaken idea that school library programs
do not matter to the success of students. Too much research has
pointed to the contrary.”...
Santa Rosa (Calif.) Press-Democrat, Feb. 11

Important Faulkner link to
historic diary discovered
What appears to be the source for myriad
names, incidents, and details that populate
William Faulkner’s fictionalized
Yoknapatawpha County has been identified
as a mid-19th-century diary written by
Francis Terry Leak, a wealthy plantation
owner in Mississippi whose great-grandson
Edgar Wiggin Francisco Jr. was a friend of Faulkner’s since childhood.
The original diary had been donated to the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill in 1946....
New York Times, Feb. 10

Las Vegas library employees offered buyouts 
The Las Vegas–Clark County (Nev.) Library District is facing an $11-
million deficit, and that’s not allowed by law. At a February 11 board
meeting at the Clark County Library, Executive Director Jeanne
Goodrich won the board’s approval to offer buyouts to eligible
workers. Ninety-four of the more than 700 district employees are
eligible for voluntary separations, which would pay them one week’s
salary for each year of full-time service, along with some benefits
and accrued sick pay....
Las Vegas (Nev.) Review-Journal, Feb. 11–12

Hawaiian libraries cope with staff cuts, closures
A hiring freeze and a 20% budget cut are the chief challenges facing
the Hawaii State Public Library, and now the system is so lean that
often there’s not enough staff to keep a library open. Almost weekly
the library system sends out announcements of libraries cutting back
hours because of staffing reductions. This comes at a time when the
library is experiencing 10-year record-high circulation as residents
cut back their own spending on new books and internet access at
home, State Librarian Richard Burns said....
Honolulu Advertiser, Feb. 16

Councilmen want people to pay to use the library
Up for discussion at the Prescott, Arizona, city council’s goal-setting
retreat held at the downtown library February 12 were new fees for
public library use. Councilman Steve Blair suggested that fees for the
library could generate several hundred thousand dollars per year,
which he said could help the city to hire more police officers.
Councilman John Hanna agreed, pointing out that as many as 2,000
people are using the library each day, and “they’re not paying a
thing.”...
Prescott (Ariz.) Daily Courier, Feb. 12
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Anti-Valentine’s Day parties a hit
with teens
A free Anti-Valentine’s Day party was held at
the Zion-Benton (Ill.) Public Library February
12, grabbing the attention of teens. They came
to play games, make crafts, nibble on snacks,
and generally enjoy the fun of a different kind
of celebration for two hours. Sara Torrez, coordinator of the event,
said sometimes the best way to grab the attention of young people
is to do what they least expect. In the Creston branch of the Wayne
County (Ohio) Public Library, teens hung black balloons and munched
on broken-heart cookies. But misunderstood publicity about a similar
event at the Kenosha County (Wis.) Community Library caused the
event to get cancelled....
Lake County (Ill.) News-Sun, Feb. 14; Wooster (Ohio) Daily Record, Feb. 14; Kenosha
(Wis.) News, Feb. 8

Stolen library book sparked a 64-year
love affair
Back in 1940, when high school student Woodland
Drake sneaked a reference book out of the Millicent
Library in Fairhaven, Massachusetts, he could not have
foreseen the chain of events he set in motion. He
could not have known that his well-intentioned theft
would lead to a happy, six-decade marriage and four
beautiful children. And he most certainly couldn’t have
predicted that 70 years in the future, the book would be returned to
its home by the couple’s librarian son, Paul Drake....
New Bedford (Mass.) Standard-Times, Feb. 14

Washington portrait comes to Lynden
Public Library
A portrait of the first U.S. president is coming to
the Lynden (Wash.) Public Library, making the
library the first in the nation to participate in the
George Washington Portrait Program (PDF file),
sponsored by the George Washington Masonic
National Memorial. The program’s goal is to return
Washington’s portrait to a place of prominence in
public schools, but a special request by the Lynden Masonic Lodge
won approval for the library. The portrait is a reproduction on canvas
of Rembrandt Peale’s “Porthole Portrait” of George Washington....
Tacoma (Wash.) News-Tribune, Feb. 15

Arlington Heights seniors group still growing
After more than 20 years, the seniors who make up the Arlington
Heights (Ill.) Memorial Library’s current-events discussion group still
have plenty to say. No subject is too sensitive for this spry group of
retired teachers, engineers, doctors, insurance executives, and
businessmen and women. Early on, when they numbered only eight
or nine, everyone talked at once; now, with 45–50 participants
attending each week, people raise their hands to speak....
Arlington Heights (Ill.) Daily Herald, Feb. 11

Oregon Zoo gains a trunkful of
history
When Larry Clark discovered a box loaded with
Oregon Zoo memorabilia at an estate sale, he
knew his neighbor Carli Davidson, a zoo
volunteer, would love it. Inside were bits of
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history that had been lost during an era when
the zoo was less conscientious about its record keeping. She lugged
the box along on her next volunteer day and gave it to Michael
Durham, manager of the zoo’s image library. “When we find
something like this,” Durham said, “we see it as very valuable. It fills
in bits of the record that we didn’t have. Back in the ’60s and ’70s,
we didn’t really document that much.”...
Portland Oregonian, Jan. 24

St. Louis gets $4 million toward
Central Library renovation
The St. Louis Public Library announced
February 11 a $4-million gift from the
Emerson Electric Company that will allow the
north side of its Central Library to be
transformed into an atrium. The gift boosts to
$8 million a drive to raise $20 million in private donations for the
two-year, $74-million renovation of the library, built in 1912. The
atrium and a 244-seat auditorium will be the most visible changes.
Marble, stained glass, ceilings, and other features will be cleaned and
restored....
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Feb. 12

Petitions seek Waterloo librarian’s
reinstatement
A month after her firing, two petitions are circulating in
the community calling for the reinstatement of Cathy
Matyas (right) as chief librarian in Waterloo, Ontario.
“What happened to her is wrong,” said Raymond
Litschgy, a former library employee who is circulating
an online petition asking that the January 13 firing of
Matyas be reversed. Another petition, organized by Wendy Hicks, a
librarian in Stratford, asks the library board to publicly say why they
fired Matyas, something it has steadfastly refused to do, citing
personnel reasons. Yet those reasons may never be revealed....
Waterloo (Ont.) Record, Feb. 13, 17

Go back to the Top

Tech Talk

Google’s Liquid Galaxy
Jason Griffey writes: “Google has been
assailing us with new products in the
last six months, but nothing I’ve seen
has had the same OMG effect this video
(5:21) did. Google is calling this Liquid
Galaxy, and it’s something between a
Star Trek Holodeck and something out of Harry Potter. Eight separate
computers are running this, and it’s being flown by a PS3 SixAxis
controller.”...
AL: Perpetual Beta, Feb. 12; YouTube, Feb. 11
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Apple to protect its iBooks in FairPlay
DRM software
When Apple launches its iBook store to sell titles
for its new iPad device in March, many of its titles
are expected to come with a set of handsome
digital locks designed to deter piracy. Veteran
iTunes customers will recognize the locks as
FairPlay, a digital rights management software that
once limited how many times digital songs can be copied onto
different computers....
Los Angeles Times: Technology, Feb. 15

Cornell students develop library iPhone app
Students from a software engineering class released a new
application February 16 that enables iPhone users to access the
Cornell University Library’s online website. According to Ellen Marsh,
director of library communications, the application is part of the
“Library Outside the Library” initiative that has attempted to provide
the campus with opportunities to take advantage of library resources
using technology....
Cornell Daily Sun, Feb. 16

10 free ways to find new music
online
Nancy Messieh writes: “Bored with your music
and want to discover some new bands or
singers? There are two main ways you can do
that online. You can use services that create music maps, allowing
you to explore artists similar in genre to the artists you already listen
to. Or you can use music blogs and websites that showcase
independent or up-and-coming artists, whether the music is being
reviewed or posted by the musicians themselves.”...
MakeUseOf, Feb. 16

What smartphones should libraries support?
Stephen Abram writes: “Libraries are challenged with figuring our
which of the many smartphone platforms and standards out there to
align with their strategies. It seems to change daily, but I think it
depends on what your user market is. Right now I think that this is
what is predictable, barring any big changes.”...
Stephen’s Lighthouse, Feb. 16

Weather Underground goes
full-screen
Thanks to the Weather Underground,
the weather just started to look a lot
nicer. The popular weather-tracking site
just launched fullscreenweather.com,
which does exactly what the name
implies. The new site gives you a full
screen Google Maps display and overlays it with current weather
reports from the over 16,000 personal weather stations that report
data to the service. The map can also display a precipitation layer or
cloud layer and you can see local forecasts and severe weather
alerts....
ReadWriteWeb, Feb. 12

Publishing
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Rousing Reads: Discoveries
Bill Ott writes: “After nearly 30 years at Booklist, the
greatest pleasure of my job continues to be
discovering a new writer before the rest of the world
and watching a career develop over time. One of my
most satisfying discoveries has been Erin Hart, a
Minneapolis writer whose third novel, False Mermaid,
is published this month. Like her previous books, the
novel stars Nora Gavin, a Minneapolis pathologist
living in Dublin, where she becomes involved in criminal
investigations drenched in Irish history.”...
American Libraries column, Feb. 12

Digital books and your rights: A
checklist
Croynne McSherry and Cindy Cohn write: “Are digital
books as good or better than physical books at
protecting you and your rights as a reader? The
Electronic Frontier Foundation offers this checklist
that can help guide your inquiry, as well as an
extended explanation of why the answers to these
questions matter. It lists the questions that readers
should ask of each new digital book product or service to evaluate
whether it adequately protects their interests. That sort of rigorous
inquiry will help decide which digital book future we want—and how
to vote with our feet until we get it.”...
Electronic Frontier Foundation, Feb.

What is paranormal romance?
Annalee Newitz writes: “One of the biggest-selling
subgenres in the science fiction and fantasy worlds is
something called ‘paranormal romance.’ This catchall
term gets applied to everything from vampy erotica to
space opera, so we asked popular paranormal romance
authors to define it. Author Marjorie M. Liu says it is ‘a
cross blending of urban fantasies and romances:
basically, the best of both worlds. Wild crazy magic,
creatures out of legend, rich mythologies—plus hot sex, romance,
and a happy ending. What’s not to love?’”...
io9, Feb. 11

Actions & Answers

Library rebrands itself for Winter
Olympics
To welcome visitors to the Winter Olympics in
Vancouver February 12–28, the suburban
Richmond (B.C.) Public Library has rebranded
itself as an International Living Room where
sports fans can catch up on world events
through electronic newspapers, email their families, or interact with a
science exhibit on Olympic athletes and their coaches. The library
also set up TV lounges where visitors could watch the games and a
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cinema room that showcases Canadian films and cartoons. Libraries
throughout Canada are putting up Olympic exhibits.... 
Richmond (B.C.) Public Library, Feb. 3; Book Patrol, Feb. 15

Public Knowledge proposes Copyright Reform Act
The Washington-based public interest group Public Knowledge
announced a new five-part Copyright Reform Act intended to “update
copyright law for the digital age and in doing so tip the balance back
in favor of the constitutional mandate that copyright protection
‘promote the progress of science and the useful arts.’” The changes
would strengthen fair use (PDF file), permit DMCA circumvention,
update copyright exceptions, provide recourse for persons recklessly
accused of infringement, and streamline arcane music licensing
laws....
Public Knowledge, Feb. 15

Broadband access gap remains large
Roughly 40% of Americans do not have high-speed internet access at
home, according to new Commerce Department figures that reinforce
what some educators believe is causing some students to fall behind.
The number of households without high-speed internet access
underscores the challenges facing policy makers who are trying to
bring affordable broadband connections to everyone. The Obama
administration and Congress have identified universal broadband as a
key to driving economic development, producing jobs, and bringing
educational opportunities and cutting-edge medicine to all corners of
the country....
eSchool News, Feb. 17

ALIA calls for alternative to
Australian filtering plan
The Australian Library and Information
Association joined with Google, Yahoo, and
the Inspire Foundation to oppose the
Australian government’s plans for
mandatory internet filtering of all RC (Refused Classification, or
overtly sexual or socially and politically controversial) materials. They
argue that the subjects covered are too wide-ranging for a blanket
ban and that the filters will not protect children. The ALIA statement
adds that a report on government trials of the software
acknowledged the strain of filtering sites with very high traffic....
BBC News, Feb. 16; Australian Library and Information Association, Feb. 15

LIASA condemns library burnings
The Library and Information Association of South Africa released a
statement condemning the burning down of libraries. On February 9,
the Siyathemba library became the fifth library in Mpumalanga
province to be burned down during protests against the government.
Four others were targeted in 2009. LIASA President Rachel More
stated: “To burn down libraries is to blow out the light that could
lead many communities out of the tunnel of ignorance.”...
SA Libraries in the News, Feb. 15; LIASA Online, Feb. 11

National Financial Capability
Challenge
The National Financial Capability Challenge is
an awards program designed to increase the
financial knowledge and capability of high-
school-age youth so they can take control
over their financial futures. Designed by the
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President’s Advisory Council on Financial
Literacy, it challenges educators to teach the basics of personal
finance to students and rewards participants for their success. Watch
the video message (1:30) from Secretary of Education Arne Duncan
(above) and sign up by March 14 to receive a free Educators
Toolkit....
National Financial Capability Challenge

Digital sources of inspiration
Angela Hanshaw writes: “The Smithsonian’s Library
and Archival Exhibitions on the Web allows you to
explore the ‘rich variety of topics, images, and
materials featured in online exhibitions from libraries,
archives, historical societies, and museums around
the world.’ With the searchable site’s more than
3,000 links, you’re bound to find something that can
serve as a source for inspiration when planning your
programs. For example, planning ahead to Jewish American Heritage
Month? Then check out these online exhibitions.”...
Programming Librarian, Feb. 16

Carnegie Corporation
centennial
Larry Nix writes: “The Carnegie
Corporation of New York was created
by Andrew Carnegie in 1911. It will
be celebrating its centennial next year, and has already begun the
celebration process by creating the Carnegie Blog and a new logo
(above). Coincidentally, the 175th anniversary of Andrew Carnegie’s
birth is this year. Carnegie’s legacy to the American library
community is impressive. The hundreds of grants to communities and
colleges for library buildings are only the most visible and tangible
legacy.”...
Library History Buff, Feb. 11

From the campus to the future
Diana G. Oblinger writes: “The purpose of higher education is to
equip students for success in life. Although this purpose has
remained constant for centuries, colleges and universities themselves
are undergoing major change. The campus, the library, the refereed
journal article, the classroom, and the traditional-age student—
common features of higher education today—may be inadequate in
describing higher education tomorrow. Consider a few changes
already evident.”...
Educause Review 45, no. 1 (Jan./Feb.): 42–52

The lesson of library history
Wayne Bivens-Tatum writes: “Some librarians seem obsessed with
technology and its relation to their own obsolescence, maybe
because they falsely believe that librarians are slow to adapt to
technological change. In the counterfactual world of luddite librarians,
perhaps libraries would become obsolete. But we’re not living in that
world. I just don’t understand this fear of obsolescence. What is this
fear based on? Would anyone these days claim that a library is going
to become obsolete because it’s not represented in Second Life?”...
Academic Librarian, Feb. 15

Engage learners with Poll
Everywhere
Buffy Hamilton writes: “One of the coolest
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tools I have discovered for engaging teen
learners in my school library as well as adult
participants in my presentations is the service
Poll Everywhere. The app allows you to pose a
question to your audience via an embedded widget on your website
or blog; you can also embed a poll directly into a PowerPoint. Your
audience members can then respond to your poll via SMS text,
Twitter, or the web.”...
ALA Learning, Feb. 11

Search committee etiquette
Mikita Brottman writes: “The ordeal of the search committee is
certainly an easier one than that of the job seeker, but it is not to be
taken lightly. This year’s search committees in particular will bear
huge responsibilities, including the monumental task of reading
through hundreds of application packets in search of the perfect
candidate (and even then, budget lines may well be cut before the
hire is made). As a seven-year veteran of the job market and—since
then—a member of four search committees, I have six tips for those
hosting campus interviews in the humanities this year.”...
Inside Higher Ed, Feb. 12

Find a mailbox, post office, or
UPS station with MailboxMap
Charles Hamilton writes: “It’s getting
harder to find pickup locations when I’m
on the road, since USPS has removed over
half of its boxes in the past 20 years. So
I’m pleased that I’ve discovered
MailboxMap. Just enter an address or ZIP
code, and it will display a map showing
the locations of mailboxes in the
neighborhood. Click on a mailbox icon, and it will display pickup
times.”...
WebWorkerDaily, Feb. 16

Western Illinois community health initiative
Western Illinois University Libraries and the Illinois Institute for Rural
Affairs in Macomb, along with healthcare institutions, public libraries,
and community colleges in western Illinois, are promoting an effort
to help citizens learn about the free health-information website
Medline Plus. WIU Libraries and its partners were recently awarded a
consumer health subcontract worth almost $39,000 from the National
Network of Libraries of Medicine, Greater Midwest Region. The
program will run through April 30, 2011....
Western Illinois University Libraries, Jan. 7

Whatcom County wants your
stories
The Whatcom County (Wash.) Library
System staff thinks the library is full of
humorous happenings. So they’ve decided
that what happens in the library ... gets
published. They want to hear your cute,
your silly, your downright darling stories
for their Funny Stories blog. Then, for
National Library Week, the library will choose the best and the
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brightest to publish in a pocket-sized booklet. For example, the
Stumpf Family Singers contributed this doo-wop tribute (1:56) to
WCLS....
Whatcom County Library System; YouTube, Sept. 22

Go back to the Top

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f6cdAskFhZM
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Fairness issues delay Google Books decision
“I am not going to rule today,” stated Judge Denny Chin of the U.S.
District Court in New York City February 18 before hearing testimony
at the long-awaited fairness hearing about settlement of the five-
year-old lawsuit against Google over its massive book-digitization
project. Chin said that he did not know when he would issue a ruling
because he had received volumes of comments from the public that
merited careful consideration. A transcript of the hearing (PDF file) is
now available....
American Libraries news, Feb. 22

Hideous book will remain in Fond du Lac
school library
A materials-review committee formed by the Fond du
Lac (Wis.) School District has denied a request by a
Theisen Middle School parent to remove Sonya Sones’s
One of Those Hideous Books Where the Mother Dies
from school-library shelves. However, complainant Ann
Wentworth remains immersed in the district’s
reconsideration process; shortly before the February 18 hearing, she
filed objections to the presence of six other young-adult novels in the
collection, explaining that “ultimately I’d like to see a policy change
in how literature is selected.”....
American Libraries News, Feb. 24

Passing the (library) buck in Michigan
What was thought last fall to be a reprieve for the
Library of Michigan has turned out quite differently, as
evidenced by the reaction in some quarters to a
February 12 status memo (PDF file) about the
downsizing of the Library of Michigan. This update
from the Michigan Department of Education actually
documents how efficiently the department is
implementing a 2009 executive order from Gov. Jennifer Granholm to
downsize and restructure the state library. In assessing the bottom
line, Michigan State Librarian Nancy Robertson (above) seems to
agree....
AL: Inside Scoop, Feb. 24
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Cornell seeks sustainable arXiv support
Cornell University Library has introduced a voluntary, collaborative
business model to support arXiv, its free online repository of nearly
600,000 research articles in physics, mathematics, statistics,
computer science, and related disciplines. It will remain free to
submit or download articles, but Cornell is now asking the 200
institutions that download most from the repository to make annual
contributions to help fund it....
American Libraries news, Feb. 18

Coaching in the library
Ruth Metz writes: “The greatest challenge to
library organizations is to continuously adapt in
an ever-changing, ever-more-complex
environment. Library leaders need to direct the
continuous redevelopment of libraries. The ability
to tackle this and other institutional challenges
effectively is fundamental to the success of
leaders and the survival of libraries. One way to achieve this is
through the use of coaching, the purposeful and skillful effort by one
individual to help another achieve specific performance goals.”...
American Libraries feature

Newsmaker: Arnold Adoff
The legacy of Virginia Hamilton, described as
“America’s most honored writer of children’s
literature,” continues through the efforts of her
husband, poet and anthologist Arnold Adoff (right),
who spoke with American Libraries during Black
History Month. Adoff discusses his recent book about
Hamilton, the creation of the new ALA Coretta Scott
King-Virginia Hamilton Award for Lifetime Achievement, and his life
with Virginia....
American Libraries column, Feb. 23

Interview with @FakeAACR2
With the reverberation of a couple dozen subfield
delimiters echoing through the Twitterverse,
@FakeAACR2 announced her presence. “Sorry.
Dropped my fat self on the keyboard,” she
apologized. A sizable handful of followers quickly
accepted her apology, and thus Alexandra Beaton,
the University of North Carolina SLIS student masquerading as the
phony cataloging standard, created some buzz last week as
librarianship’s answer to internet sensation FakeAPStyleBook. We
caught up with @FakeAACR2 via email for this exclusive interview....
AL: Inside Scoop, Feb. 23

Bicycles: Not just for children
Laura Bruzas writes: “Libraries are the perfect place
to promote bicycle use as they are often located a

ALA Annual Conference,
Washington, D.C., June
24–29. Special meeting
fares have been arranged
for travel to the 2010
ALA Annual Conference.
Custom itineraries may be
booked through the ALA
Travel Desk by phone or
email only. The Travel
Desk offers the lowest
applicable airfares and
best journey times to the
meeting.

Booklist
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short distance from a patron’s residence. If every
patron who lived two miles or less from a library
elected to bike instead of drive to and from the
library, they would keep about 15 pounds of
pollutants out of the air we breathe per trip, according to the
Worldwatch Institute. That’s significant.”...
AL: Green Your Library, Feb. 24

ALA News

“Visions of the Universe”
exhibition tour extended
The Public Programs Office announced that
15 additional public libraries will host “Visions of the Universe: Four
Centuries of Discovery,” a traveling exhibition developed in
cooperation with the Space Telescope Science Institute Office of
Public Outreach and the Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory to
celebrate astronomy and its contributions to society and culture.
Thanks to supplementary funding from NASA, the exhibit will travel
to the 15 additional selected libraries from April through May 2011....
Public Programs Office, Feb. 23

National Bookmobile Day online
toolkit
ALA has launched a web page with resources
and tools to help libraries celebrate the
inaugural National Bookmobile Day, April 14,
during National Library Week. The page features
sample publicity materials, downloadable National Bookmobile Day
logos, bookmark templates, a customizable flyer, and links to
National Bookmobile Day on social networking sites....
Office for Literacy and Outreach Services, Feb. 23

Legal brief: Streaming films to students
ALA, ACRL, and the Association of Research Libraries, as part of the
Library Copyright Alliance, have released an issue brief (PDF file)
that reviews the legal status of streaming entire films to students
located outside of physical classrooms. The discussion was prompted
by recent news of a disagreement between the University of
California, Los Angeles, and a media equipment trade association
over the streaming of films to students as part of an online
courseware system....
ACRL Insider, Feb. 22

ALA-APA librarian salary survey invitation
Library directors and human resources staff, check your mail. More
than 1,600 public and academic libraries are being asked to
participate in the 2010 ALA-Allied Professional Association librarian
salary survey. This year, the survey asks for salary data for six
librarian titles. The deadline is February 26 for completing the web-
based survey....
ALA-Allied Professional Association, Feb. 23

Environmental
Series Roundup. The
number of
environmental series
nonfiction titles keeps
on growing. The
recommended titles
from the February 15
Booklist Spotlight on
the Environment are
available here. NEW!
From Booklist.
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Featured review: History 
Freedman, Russell. The War to End All
Wars. May 2010. 192p. Clarion, hardcover
(978-0-547-02686-2).
In his signature lucid style, Freedman
offers a photo-essay that examines World
War I, the first global war in which
modern weapons inflicted mass slaughter
and an estimated 20 million people were
killed. Interwoven into the big picture of the war’s causes and
consequences are unforgettable vignettes of German and Allied
soldiers, drawn from reports, letters, and diaries, and the
personal details are heartbreaking, as in the example of a
Frenchman in the trenches who wrote “Humanity is mad” a
minute before he was killed. Both the intimate accounts and
the historical analysis are all carefully documented in appended
chapter notes....

Booklist interview: Libba
Bray
Gillian Engberg writes: “String
theory, happiness cults, reality TV,
and the transcendent power of
music and love are just a few of the
thematic threads that weave
through Going Bovine, winner of the 2010 Michael L. Printz
Award. In comments as wide-ranging and entertaining as her
novel, author Libba Bray told Booklist about the creation of her
epic adventure, which stars the unlikeliest of heroes: a
teenage boy diagnosed with the human variant of mad-cow
disease.”...

Odyssey 2010
Mary Burkey writes: “The first Odyssey
Award (given for excellence in
audiobook production for children and
young adults) was presented to Live
Oak Media in 2008 for Jazz. Two years
later, Live Oak Media is again the recipient of the Odyssey
Award, this time for their audio production of Louise, the
Adventures of a Chicken. Curious about the Midas touch that
resulted in this year’s comical award-winner, I talked to Arnie
and Debra Cardillo, owners of Live Oak; Kate DiCamillo and
Harry Bliss, author and illustrator of the book; and narrator
Barbara Rosenblat, querying them about the artistic
process.”...

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

Director of Fitzgerald
Library, St. Mary’s
University of Minnesota,
Winona Campus.
(Search extended.) The
Director provides
leadership for the
library by: planning and
implementing
developing strategies to
enhance services;
overseeing collection
development; engaging
the campus to
incorporate emerging
technologies; enhancing
instructional use of the
library; managing daily
operations, staff and
budgets; advocating for
the library; working
with the staff of the
Twin Cities Library to
coordinate library
collections and inter-
library loan; fostering
resource sharing; and
representing the
university at network
and consortium
meetings....

@ More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week
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Division News

YALSA’s new journal and editor
YALSA will launch its Journal of Research on Libraries
and Young Adults in fall 2010. The division named
Jessica Moyer (right), a doctoral candidate at the
University of Minnesota, as its editor. The new online
research journal will disseminate research of interest
to librarians, library workers, and academics who focus
on library service to young adults and will serve as YALSA’s official
research publication....
YALSA, Feb. 23

2010 WrestleMania finalists
Eighteen teens and tweens from across the United States and
Canada have been selected as finalists in the WrestleMania Reading
Challenge, sponsored by YALSA and World Wrestling Entertainment,
with support from Mattel and DK Publishing. These young readers will
be going to Phoenix next month to compete for ringside tickets to
WrestleMania XXVI....
YALSA Blog, Feb. 24

How to celebrate Teen Tech Week
Robyn Vittek writes: “What’s great about Teen
Tech Week, March 7–13, is that it gives us a
built-in reason to push ourselves to get
creative in our technology programming, to
plan gaming events and listening parties, to
investigate texting and social networking, and
to push our nonprint library materials. The fact is that many teens
prefer texting to talking, RSS to reading a book, and gaming to
gardening. The methods and merchandise sold to them—very
effectively, I might add—is what they’re using, what their friends are
using, and, therefore, what we should be using to engage them.”...
In the Library with the Lead Pipe, Feb. 17

ACRL paper or poster session? Making the choice
Steven Bell writes: “Given a choice between preparing and submitting
a proposal for a contributed paper or a poster session at ACRL’s 2011
(15th) national conference, which do you think most academic
librarians would choose? I need less than two seconds to think about
this one. It’s the paper. Having had papers, panels, and one poster
accepted at ACRL, here are my thoughts on the relative merits and
challenges of each.”...
ACRLog, Feb. 22

Awards

Five libraries receive 2009
National Medal
Institute of Museum and Library Services
Director Anne-Imelda M. Radice presented

Connecticut History
Online is a digital
collection of over
15,000 digital primary
sources, together with
associated interpretive
and educational
material. Now in its
10th year, CHO is
embarking on a
collaboration with the
Encyclopedia of
Connecticut History
Online to serve the
needs of scholars,
teachers and students,
genealogists, and the
general public. This
new initiative builds
upon a very successful
collaboration of
libraries and museums
carried out in two
IMLS National
Leadership grant-
funded phases (1999–
2007) that focused on
digital capture of
historical artifacts,
including photographs,
maps, broadsides, oral
histories, manuscripts,
and oral histories.
These document
events, people, and
places that are part of
the fabric of
Connecticut and
American social,
business, political,
educational, cultural,
and civic life. The four
current CHO partners
(the Connecticut
Historical Society,
Connecticut State
Library, Mystic
Seaport, and the
Thomas J. Dodd
Research Center)
represent three major
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the 2009 National Medal for Museum and
Library Service, the nation’s highest
honor, to five museums and five libraries
at a Washington, D.C., ceremony on
February 23. The National Medal honors museums and libraries that
have demonstrated a long-term commitment to public service
through innovative programs and community partnerships. The
libraries were Braille Institute Library Services, Los Angeles; Gail
Borden Public Library in Elgin, Illinois; Multnomah County Library,
Portland, Oregon; Pritzker Military Library, Chicago; and Stark County
Library District, Canton, Ohio....
Institute of Museum and Library Services, Feb. 23

2010 Miriam Dudley Instruction
Librarian Award
Beth S. Woodard, staff development and training
coordinator at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign Library, is the winner of the 2010 ACRL
Instruction Section’s Miriam Dudley Instruction
Librarian Award. The honor recognizes a librarian who
has made a significant contribution to the
advancement of instruction in a college or research library
environment. This year the award is cosponsored by the LOEX
Clearinghouse for Library Instruction....
ACRL, Feb. 23

2010 Women’s Studies Career Achievement Award
Cindy Ingold, women and gender resources librarian at the University
of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, has been selected as the 2010 winner
of the ACRL Women’s Studies Section’s Career Achievement Award.
The award, sponsored by ABC-CLIO, honors significant long-standing
contributions to women’s studies in the field of librarianship over the
course of a career....
ACRL, Feb. 23

Peggy Johnson wins Ross Atkinson
Award
Peggy Johnson, associate university librarian for access
services at the University of Minnesota libraries, has
received the 2010 ALCTS Ross Atkinson Lifetime
Achievement Award. This award is sponsored by
EBSCO Information Services and honors the recipient
with $3,000. Johnson will receive her award at the June 27 ALCTS
awards ceremony during the ALA Annual Conference in Washington,
D.C....
ALCTS, Feb. 23

Kelley McGrath wins Esther J. Piercy
Award
ALCTS has named Kelley McGrath, cataloging and
metadata services librarian (audiovisual) at Ball State
University in Muncie, Indiana, the winner of the 2010
Esther J. Piercy Award, sponsored by YBP. The award
recognizes the contributions to library collections and
technical services by a librarian with no more than 10

communities that
preserve and make
accessible historical
collections within the
state of Connecticut.
Their combined assets
include book and
periodical volumes,
manuscript materials,
photographs and
graphics, oral histories,
maps, artifacts, and
broadsides.

Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.
Browse previous Digital
Libraries of the Week at the I
Love Libraries site.

Canadian Freedom to
Read Week,

February 21–27.

Public
Perception
How the World 
Sees Us

“If Mendocino
County is strapped
for money, and I
believe it is, the
most logical thing it
could do is close

http://www.imls.gov/about/medals_09.shtm
http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2010/february2010/dudley_acrl.cfm
http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2010/february2010/dudley_acrl.cfm
http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2010/february2010/dudley_acrl.cfm
http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2010/february2010/wss_acrl.cfm
http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2010/february2010/wss_acrl.cfm
http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2010/february2010/atkinson_alcts.cfm
http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2010/february2010/atkinson_alcts.cfm
http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2010/february2010/atkinson_alcts.cfm
http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2010/february2010/piercy_alcts.cfm
http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2010/february2010/piercy_alcts.cfm
mailto:aldirect@ala.org
http://www.ilovelibraries.ala.org/diglibweekly/
http://www.ilovelibraries.ala.org/diglibweekly/
http://www.freedomtoread.ca/freedom_to_read_week/index.asp
http://www.freedomtoread.ca/freedom_to_read_week/index.asp
http://www.freedomtoread.ca/freedom_to_read_week/index.asp


AL Direct, February 24, 2010

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2010/february/022410-2.htm[7/17/2014 2:22:11 PM]

years of professional experience....
ALCTS, Feb. 23

LBI Cunha/Swartzburg Award
Robert Harriman and Jeffrey Field, in recognition of their outstanding
efforts to promote, coordinate, and manage the United States
Newspaper Program, are the recipients of the 2010 ALCTS LBI
George Cunha and Susan Swartzburg Preservation Award. The
program is a collaborative national effort spanning a quarter of a
century that brought scholars, historians, researchers, librarians, and
archivists from 50 states and two territories together to inventory,
catalog, and preserve the newsprint record of a nation....
ALCTS, Feb. 23

ALCTS collaboration citations
ALCTS has awarded Outstanding
Collaboration Citations to two distinguished
libraries. This year’s recipients are the online
Biodiversity Heritage Library, the digitization
component of the Encyclopedia of Life
consortium; and the Juliette K. and Leonard
S. Rakow Research Library (right) at the Corning (N.Y.) Museum of
Glass. The citations recognize and encourage collaborative problem-
solving efforts in the areas of acquisition, access, management,
preservation, or archiving of library materials....
ALCTS, Feb. 23

2010 Blackwell’s Scholarship Award
ALCTS has presented the 2010 Blackwell’s Scholarship Award to
Kristen Blake and Jacquie Samples for their article “Creating
Organization Name Authority within an Electronic Resources
Management System,” published in the April 2009 Library Resources
& Technical Services. The award honors the author of the year’s
outstanding monograph or article in the field of acquisitions,
collection development, or resources development....
ALCTS, Feb. 23

Rebecca Kemp receives First Step grant
The ALCTS Continuing Resources Section has awarded
Rebecca Kemp, e-resources acquisitions librarian at the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, the 2010
First Step Award, a grant of $1,500 sponsored by John
Wiley & Sons that offers librarians new to the serials
field an opportunity to attend an ALA Annual
Conference....
ALCTS, Feb. 23

YALSA to support another Spectrum scholar
In 2011, YALSA will fund one Spectrum Scholarship for an individual
interested in pursuing young adult services as a career. This is the
third straight year the division has sponsored a Spectrum Scholar.
The Spectrum Scholarship consists of $5,000 for tuition
reimbursement and $1,500 towards the scholar’s participation in the
Spectrum Leadership Institute at the ALA Annual Conference....
Office for Diversity, Feb. 23

2009 APALA literature awards
The Asian/Pacific American Librarians Association has
selected the winners of its 2009 Asian/Pacific American
Awards for Literature. The awards promote

down all the
libraries. Lock the
doors, shut off the
lights, sell the books.
Rent out the
buildings to Domino
Pizza outlets and
Verizon franchises.
Turn the bookmobile
into a taco truck.
   “Libraries are the
blacksmith shops of
the 21st century,
obsolete relics of
another era. Their
time is past, as gone
as the Monroe
Doctrine and the
Bronze Age. Today
going to the library
is an exercise in
nostalgia, an attempt
to revisit your youth,
or, more probably,
the youth of your
grandparents. But
it’s easy to go years
and years without
visiting a library—I
haven’t had a library
card in a quarter
century and can’t
recall a single time I
wished I had one.”

—Editorial writer Tommy
Wayne Kramer, in “Save the
County, Close the Libraries,”
Ukiah (Calif.) Daily Journal,
Feb. 22.

“Glenn, the library
isn’t free! It’s paid
for with tax money.
Free public libraries
are the result of the
Progressive
movement to
communally share
books. The first
public library was
the Boston Public
Library in 1854. Its
statement of
purpose: Every
citizen has the right
to access
community-owned
resources.
Community-owned?
That sounds just like
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Asian/Pacific American culture and heritage and are
given in four categories. Hotel on the Corner of Bitter
and Sweet by Jamie Ford was selected as the Adult
Fiction winner, while the Picture Book winner is Cora
Cooks Pancit, written by Dorina K. Lazo Gilmore and
illustrated by Kristi Valiant....
Asian/Pacific American Librarians Association, Feb. 23

2010 Gourmand Awards at Paris
Cookbook Fair
The first Paris Cookbook Festival kicked off February
11 with the announcement of the winners of the
2010 Gourmand Awards for Best Cookbooks in the
World. A total of 136 countries submitted entries this
year. The award for the best Fish and Seafood Book
went to British chef Kevin Snook’s self-published A
Boy after the Sea. Best Cookbook of 2009 went to the Swiss God’s
Cookbook, tracing the culinary traditions of the Levant. The best
Desserts Book award went to German pastry chef Franz Zeigler for
Magic Marzipan, and the Best Cheese Book award went to Colombian
author Maria Lia Neira Restrepo for her book Expertos Queseros....
Publishing Perspectives, Feb. 13; Valentinas-Kochbuch.de; Gourmand Awards

2010 Carl Hertzog book design
award
Chad Pastotnik and James Dissette have
won the Carl Hertzog Award for
Excellence in Book Design for their work
on Heart of Darkness (Chester River
Press, 2008). Their works will be
exhibited in the University Library of the University of Texas at El
Paso for two months after the announcement of the award on
February 6. By creating and sponsoring the Hertzog Award, the
Friends of the University Library endeavor to underscore the
importance of fine printing as an art....
Fine Press Book Association, Dec. 16

Seen Online

Edward G. Holley, 1927–2010
Edward G. Holley, former dean and professor of the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill School of
Information and Library Science, died February 18 at a
retirement home in Durham, North Carolina, after an
extended illness. In addition to his teaching, he served
in a number of professional positions, including ALA
president (1974–1975), president of the Texas Library
Association (1971), and president of Beta Phi Mu (1985–1987)....
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill SILS, Feb. 19

FCC: Lower the price and millions
more will have broadband
Reducing the cost of broadband is the key
challenge to extending high-speed internet

communist. You’re a
communist!”

—Daily Show host Jon
Stewart, making fun of
conservative commentator
Glenn Beck’s remark that he
learned about the evils of
Progressivism from reading
“at the library, where books
are free,” The Daily Show,
Feb. 22.

“1.0A2b). When a
resource is in more
than one part, issue,
or iteration,
determine the basis
of a description with
Rock, Paper,
Scissors.”

—University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill School of
Information and Library
Science student Alexandra
Beaton, tweeting as
FakeAACR2 in a takeoff of
FakeAPStylebook, Feb. 17.

TweetWatch

Follow:

O’Reilly Tools of
Change for Publishing
Conference, New York
City, Feb. 22–24, at:
#toccon

Code4Lib 2010,
Asheville, N.C., Feb.
22–25, at:
#c4l10

Ontario Library
Association Super
Conference, Toronto,
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access to the approximately 93 million
Americans using dial-up service or without any
home connection to the web. A report, Broadband Adoption and Use
in America (PDF file) issued February 23 by the Federal
Communications Commission, found that 36% of Americans without
broadband say price—service fees or the cost of a computer—is the
primary barrier to broadband....
Christian Science Monitor, Feb. 23

Xerox sues Google and Yahoo over search patents
Two internet search giants are being sued by the company that
claims it owns the patents to search technology: Xerox. Google and
Yahoo are named in Xerox’s complaint (PDF file), filed February 19 in
U.S. District Court in Delaware, as operating products and services
that infringe on two Xerox patents for organizing documents granted
in 2001 and 2004. Xerox claims various services from Google and
Yahoo—including AdWords, Yahoo Search, and YouTube—fall under
the scope of the patents....
CNET News: Relevant Results, Feb. 23

Library apologizes for poorly worded letter
Trustees of the Madison Library District in Rexburg, Idaho, issued a
formal apology and explanation for a “poorly worded letter” that was
the cause of a controversy that boiled over at a February 17 board
meeting. The letter was originally sent by the board to five mental
health and rehabilitation/therapy clinics, indicating that the library “is
inappropriate as a place of business such as working with problem
children, especially when that use interferes with library functions.”
The apology stated that “discrimination is not and never was our
intent.”...
Rexburg (Idaho) Standard Journal, Feb. 17, 19

Mount Vernon to build a George
Washington research library
George Washington’s historic estate at Mount
Vernon in Virginia has received a record-
breaking gift of $38 million to construct a
research library on its grounds. The library will
bring together materials from the first
president’s estate and other archives. This first gift, announced at a
February 19 news conference, comes from the Donald W. Reynolds
Foundation, a philanthropic group based in Las Vegas. The library will
be called the Fred W. Smith National Library for the Study of George
Washington, after the foundation’s chairman....
Washington Post, Feb. 20

Mississippi libraries brace for cuts
Saddled with massive deficits, Mississippi has slashed its public
library allocations this fiscal year by nearly 10%. And more
reductions are expected. “So far we’ve seen a cut of over $600,000
in the state fund that goes to public libraries through the personnel-
incentive grant program,” said Sharman B. Smith, executive director
of the Mississippi Library Commission. Library officials have been told
to brace for another cut before the fiscal year ends June 30....
Tupelo Northeast Mississippi Daily Journal, Feb. 21

Feb. 24–27, at:
#sc10

National Federation of
Advanced Information
Services, Annual
Conference,
Philadelphia, Feb. 28–
Mar. 2, at:
#nfais

American Libraries
news stories, videos,
tweets, and blog posts
at: 
amlibraries

Calendar

Mar. 5–6:
ALA Virtual
Communities and
Libraries Member
Interest Group, OPAL
webconference. “The
Future Is Now:
Libraries and Museums
in Virtual Worlds.”
Second Life
orientation sessions
will be held on ALA
Island March 2–5 prior
to the conference.

Mar. 7–13:
Teen Tech Week.
“Learn, Create, Share.”

Mar. 15:
National Freedom of
Information Day
Conference, Knight
Conference Center,
Newseum, Washington,
D.C.

Mar. 16:
Web 2.0, Social
Networking, and
Libraries Conference,
Kellogg Center, School
of International and
Public Affairs, Columbia
University, New York
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Wichita looks to private funds for new library
Wichita, Kansas, is willing to commit $12.6 million more than
planned on a new Central Library, but city hall would probably look
to wealthy families, corporations, and fundraisers to help cover the
rest. “I’m willing to sell naming rights on doorknobs,” Library Board
Chairwoman Susan Estes jokingly said....
Wichita (Kans.) Eagle, Feb. 24

Fairfax County library services are on the line
The Fairfax County (Va.) Public Library will have absorbed a budget
cut of 33% over two years if the county executive's proposal for the
coming year is approved. Library Director Edwin S. Clay III said that
an estimated 89 full-time positions will have to be trimmed to keep
the library’s mission intact. Board of Supervisors Chairman Sharon S.
Bulova said the planned elimination of 30 of Fairfax’s 54 full-time
librarian positions was a sobering reminder of how deep next year’s
cuts will go....
Washington Post, Feb. 19

The double life of Betsy Bird
New York Public Library Children’s Librarian Betsy
Bird (right) had no idea how much influence her blog
about children’s books carried until she criticized
some fellow bibliophiles at Amazon.com. In an
October 2009 post, Bird raised questions about the
secrecy enshrouding Amazon’s “Vine Voices,” a
collection of amateur reviewers who receive free
advance copies of new books. Bird asked how they were chosen and
wanted to know whether publishers pay to have their titles included
in the reviews. Her post triggered a 1,500-word investigation by
Publisher’s Weekly and an avalanche of angry comments on her blog,
A Fuse #8 Production....
Forbes, Feb. 18

White House library’s books on
socialism were Jackie Kennedy’s
When conservative Rob Port took a tour of the
White House February 17, he was scandalized
by the books he found on shelves in the White
House library, among them The American
Socialist Movement 1897–1912 by Ira Kipnis
(1952) and The Social Basis of American Communism by Nathan
Glazer (1961). In his blog he accused Michelle Obama of putting
them there, but it turns out that Jacqueline Kennedy had hired Yale
University Librarian James T. Babb to stock the library for her in
1963. LibraryThing members have just completed an overnight flash-
mob catalog of the collection....
Los Angeles Times: Jacket Copy, Feb. 19; SayAnythingBlog, Feb. 17; LibraryThing Blog,
Feb. 23

Library team crowned spelling champs in Chatham
The Book Bags spelled their way to victory during the annual Friends
of the Eldredge Public Library spelling bee, held February 21 at the
library in Chatham, Massachusetts. Aubade, “a psalm or poem
greeting the dawn,” was the winning word for the champion team
consisting of Library Director Irene Gillies, Cataloger Kate Ferreira,
and Library Technician Barbara Stevenson, who bested 11 other
teams. (The Chatham police team had to withdraw because of a
robbery.)...
Harwich (Mass.) Cape Cod Chronicle, Feb. 25

City. “How Libraries
Are Exploiting Web 2.0
and Social Networking 
to Improve Service to
Library Users.”

Mar. 23–27:
Public Library
Association, National
Conference, Oregon
Convention Center,
Portland.

Mar. 31:
Document Freedom
Day.

Apr. 11–17:
National Library
Week.

Apr. 14:
National Bookmobile
Day.

Apr. 28–29:
Digital Preservation
for Digital
Collaboratives, a
workshop designed for
multiple
representatives from a
collaborative, Lyrasis,
Philadelphia.

Apr. 28–30:
Off-Campus Library
Services Conference,
Cleveland Marriott
Downtown at Key
Center, Cleveland,
Ohio.

June 25:
The Changing
Standards
Landscape, cohosted
by the Book Industry
Study Group and the
National Information
Standards
Organization,
Washington, D.C. RSVP
to NISO.

July 6–9:
Fifth International
Conference on Open
Repositories,
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Recovery Act grants to libraries in five states
U.S. Commerce Secretary Gary Locke announced American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act investments on February 18 that will supply
computers or broadband services to libraries in five states. The
grants will go to the North Florida Broadband Authority, the State
Library of Louisiana, the New York State Education Department, the
West Virginia Executive Office, and the Wisconsin Department of
Administration....
National Telecommunications and Information Administration, Feb. 18

Why is our visual history being
lost?
Eric Veillette writes: “Most homemade movies
end up in landfills as people die, family homes are emptied, and
relatives throw them out. Corporate archives are also at risk. An
astounding 80% of the world’s film and video holdings could be gone
by 2015, predicts Matthew White, a founder of the United Nations–
led group Archives at Risk, which has advocated for the digitization
and preservation of film archives worldwide. While Gone with the
Wind will always be around, films documenting regional culture are at
risk of vanishing.”...
Toronto Star, Feb. 21

Libraries try new ways to accommodate homeless
persons
Like many homeless public library patrons, all John Banks wants is a
clean, safe place to sit in peace. He doesn’t want to talk to anyone.
But the day he decides he wants help, he knows what to do: Ask for
the social worker. The main branch of the San Francisco Public
Library, where hundreds of homeless people spend every day, is the
first in the country to keep a full-time social worker on hand....
Associated Press, Feb. 20

Casanova diaries purchased for
French National Library
The Bibliothèque nationale de France
announced February 18 that it has
acquired the original, uncensored diaries
of Venetian adventurer and author
Giacomo Casanova (1725–1798). In what
is believed to be the most expensive
manuscript sale ever, a mystery donor purchased the 3,700 yellowing
pages on behalf of the library for a price believed to be in excess of
€5 million ($6.8 million U.S.). The papers, transferred to the library
in 13 protective boxes, are the basis of what went on to become
Casanova’s legendary Histoire de ma vie. Watch the video (1:08)....
The Guardian (U.K.), Feb. 18; China Central Television, Feb. 21
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Tech Talk

Swarming intelligence
Jason Griffey writes: “A ton of research
gets done these days on swarm
intelligence and how we can recreate in
software the physical interactions of
insects and schools of fish in order to
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more efficiently program the robots of the
future. This week I saw two different
examples of this online that blew me away. These aren’t products,
certainly, but they point the way to a future that I’m not sure most
of us will even recognize.”...
AL: Perpetual Beta, Feb. 22

Backup strategies for the
paranoid
Dawn Foster writes: “For many of us, making backups is like making
a will: We know we’ll eventually need one, but we don’t really want
to think about it, so we keep putting it off. Now I have a two-
pronged backup strategy that even the most paranoid among us
should appreciate: a combination of on-site, full system, incremental
backups, coupled with cloud backups.”...
Web Worker Daily, Feb. 22

Steve Jobs: Ditch dying Flash technology
Ryan Tate writes: “On a recent trip to New York to woo newspaper
publishers with demonstrations of the iPad, Steve Jobs met with staff
of the Wall Street Journal. During the demo, editors asked about the
iPad’s lack of Flash support, to which Jobs replied, ‘We don't spend a
lot of energy on old technology.’ Jobs was brazen in his dismissal of
Flash, people familiar with the meeting tell us. He repeated what he
said at an Apple Town Hall recently, that Flash crashes Macs and is
buggy. He then compared Flash to other obsolete systems Apple got
people to ditch.”...
Gawker: Valleywag, Feb. 18; Gizmodo, Jan. 31

How to save images for the web
Joshua Johnson writes: “On the surface, saving images for the web
can be a pretty straightforward process. However, if you dig deeper
there’s a wealth of information and techniques you might be missing
out on. This article focuses primarily on the diverse features of
Photoshop’s ‘Save for Web and Devices’ command, along with some
best practices related to saving images that are optimized for web
use.”...
Six Revisions, Feb. 22

Five best start pages 
Jason Fitzpatrick wrties: “Your start page is
the first thing you see when you open your
browser or load a new tab—your gateway to
the rest of the web. Checking out these five
contenders for best start page will give you a
chance to decide if your current start page
serves your needs or could use an upgrade. Fav4 is probably the
most elegant of the start pages featured here—not counting the
extreme-minimalist approach of about:blank.”...
Lifehacker, Feb. 21

Deliver RSS feeds to your
tweetstream with dlvr.it
Aliza Sherman writes: “There are many tools that
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will send a feed into Twitter, usually with the title
of a post followed by a short URL. A short description is optional, as
is adding a few words as a preface to the tweet. I see this kind of
automation as laying a nice foundation to a Twitter stream. I’ve been
using Twitterfeed to handle integrating my blog and podcast feeds
into my Twitter stream, but I recently learned about competing
service dlvr.it. First impressions? I like it, and here’s why.”...
Web Worker Daily, Feb. 19

Will open source ever be completely free?
Matt Asay writes: “In various markets, open source software has
relentlessly driven prices down while boosting performance and
customer value, as detailed by The 451 Group. Even as traditional
vendors have struggled with a tight economy, open source vendors
have thrived. In the process, has open source conditioned customers
to expect more for less? Perhaps as little as $0.00? The Linux market
offers some clues.”...
CNET: The Open Road, Feb. 23

GleeBox makes the web
keyboard-friendly
Jason Fitzpatrick writes: “Firefox/Chrome
users: If you love using your keyboard
and shun your mouse, you’ll definitely
want to try gleeBox, an awesome add-on that lets you effortlessly
browse the web without your mouse. Gleebox offers a highly
customizable and intuitive way to navigate web pages via keyboard.
At its most basic, gleeBox allows you to hit the G key, and every link
on the page is highlighted and you can navigate to it by typing part
or all of the link name into gleeBox.”...
Lifehacker, Feb. 23

YouTube to drop IE6 support
Emil Protalinski writes: “Over six months ago, Google
announced it would start phasing out support for
Internet Explorer 6 on Orkut and YouTube, and started pushing its
users to modern browsers. The search giant has now given a specific
kill date for old browser support on the video website via a page on
Google.com titled ‘Solve a Problem: Upgrading your browser.’ Late
last month, Google announced it would end old browser support for
Google Docs and Google Sites on March 1, and earlier this month, it
said it would phase out support for these browsers for Google Mail
and Google Calendar by year end.”...
Ars Technica, Feb. 23

Three government apps done right
Elyssa Pallai writes: “Government agencies around
the world are notorious for delivering less-than-
optimal website experiences. This is often due to a
government agency, rather than citizens, driving
website requirements. However, we were able to
uncover a few intriguing mobile government apps
that are, to our delight, useful and usable.
GoRequest (right) is a location-aware iPhone application that allows a
person to log an issue with their local government. The app is
free.”...
ReadWriteWeb, Feb. 22
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Publishing

Interview with Marilyn Johnson
Librarians, Marilyn Johnson argues in This Book Is
Overdue!, are one of our most underappreciated
natural resources. Salon talked to Johnson over the
phone from her home in Westchester County, New
York, about the inadequacy of Google, why librarians
have so many stalkers, and how a group of Connecticut
librarians helped protect your privacy....
Salon, Feb. 21

Arrrrr, here be digital pirates
The history of publishing is swimming with pirates—far
more than Adrian Johns (right) expected when he
started hunting through the archives for them. And he
thinks their stories may hold keys to understanding the
latest battles over digital publishing—and the future of
the book. Johns, a historian at the University of
Chicago, can rattle off a long list of noted copyright
pirates through the years....
Chronicle of Higher Education, Feb. 21

Platform wars come to the book business
Joseph Esposito writes: “Three technology giants—Amazon, Apple,
and Google—are now implicating the book business in their attempt
to establish a technical platform. These are big players for whom
books are the equivalent of software applications. The idea is simple
—get enough books running on your platform, and everyone will
want to have access to that platform. The risk for publishers, if not
the likelihood, is that they will become collateral damage.”...
The Scholarly Kitchen, Feb. 23

Super-expensive comic book
Action Comics #1, a June 1938 comic book that
featured the first appearance of Superman and
originally cost 10 cents, was sold for $1 million at an
auction through the website ComicConnect.com,
making it the most expensive comic book of all time.
A private purchaser in New York won the bid from a
private seller, both unnamed. Only about 100 copies
of this issue remain in existence, and of those, only
two (including this one) have a grading of 8.0 (very fine). The
previous record-holder was another Action Comics #1 graded at 6.0
that sold in 2009 for $317,200....
Comics Alliance, Feb. 22

When to give up on a book
Julia Keller writes: “The prospect of tucking into Hilary
Mantel’s Wolf Hall, indisputably the Big Book of 2009,
made me shiver with anticipatory delight. Awaiting me
within its 532 pages was, I felt sure, Mantel’s usual
blend of arch humor, shrewd observation, sharp
dialogue, and cascading narrative. At first, I rattled
right along, but then I began to falter, to dawdle, to
recall household tasks. Why did the prospect of not
finishing a book fill me with shame, dread and self-loathing?”
Perhaps it’s because books have become fringe media?...
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Chicago Tribune, Feb. 21; GigaOm, Feb. 20

Gotta keep readin’
Ocoee (Fla.) Middle School partnered
with Full Sail University in Winter Park to
create an inspirational music video
(5:14) to get students across the
country excited about reading. Filmed
December 11, the video was inspired by
the Flash Mob Dance on the Oprah
Winfrey Show performed September 8,
2009, by the Black Eyed Peas and several thousand of Oprah’s
fans....
Vimeo, Feb. 15

Actions & Answers

The Future of the Internet IV
A survey of nearly 900 internet stakeholders
reveals fascinating new perspectives on the way
the internet is affecting human intelligence and
the ways that information is being shared and
rendered. The web-based survey gathered
opinions from prominent scientists, business
leaders, consultants, writers, and technology
developers. It is the fourth in a series of internet expert studies
conducted by the Imagining the Internet Center at Elon University
and the Pew Research Center’s Internet and American Life Project....
Pew Research Center, Feb. 19

Top 100 public libraries on
Twitter
This list shows the top public libraries on
Twitter that 1) regularly update their page and communicate with
their followers, 2) use Twitter to advance or promote communication
with their community, 3) have a proportionate number of followers to
following, and 4) are currently active on Twitter. The list is updated
regularly. Contact NFI to add your library....
NFI Research

10 smartphone apps to make you a better
trainer
Sarah Houghton-Jan writes: “Many of us carry
smartphones with us wherever we go. Whether you have
an iPhone, an Android, or a Blackberry, you likely have
access to thousands of applications that can make your
life easier. As a new Droid owner, I found a number of
apps that I thought could help me as a trainer in my
face-to-face classes. Here is a list of apps that can help
you while you are training or teaching, making you seem super-
smart, tech-savvy, and creative.”...
ALA Learning, Feb. 16
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Who owns common sense?
Linda W. Braun writes: “It started with a tweet. A student in an
online young adult literature class that I teach mentioned a blog post
by Sarah Dessen (scroll down to number 5) about Barnes & Noble’s
use of Common Sense Media ratings on its website. The student
tweet asked what members of the class thought about the use of
these ratings in this way. Students wondered: Can’t this help parents
to know what their teens are reading? Isn’t this a way for parents to
monitor and filter teen reading?”...
YALSA Blog, Feb. 20

The mystery of mummy paper
Nancy Mattoon writes: “Reality or urban
legend: Were the wrappings of ancient
Egyptian corpses recycled and pulped to
create so-called mummy paper? The
answer to this puzzler may have at long
last been found at Brown University’s John Hay Library. According to
independent scholar and self-taught Egyptologist S. J. Wolfe, a
document found in the library’s rare book collection is the smoking
gun that proves mummies were mulched for newsprint.”...
Book Patrol, Feb. 19

The most amazing libraries in
the world, part two
Jessie Kunhardt writes: “In January, we
brought you a slideshow of the most
amazing libraries in the world. The
responses from readers were so full of
suggestions that we couldn’t resist running
another batch of our favorites and yours.
We are getting much bad news about libraries recently, as funding
drops and major cuts are made, but these buildings and collections
remind us of how important libraries are and how much they are
worth saving.”...
Huffington Post, Feb. 22

A success story from the back room
John Kennerly writes: “I received an email last week from one of our
staff members at the Erskine College library that sang the praises of
another staffer. It described how the efforts of one cataloger allowed
our rural South Carolina college to rub elbows with two top-five
research university libraries in the United States and assist one of
those libraries and one of their users. Anyone familiar with the tasks
associated with technical services knows that this is not a high-
profile, glamorous job.”...
Speaking of Information, Feb. 23

Digital cameras in the rare
book room
OCLC Research has released a report,
Capture and Release (PDF file), that
presents a core of suggested practices for
allowing the use of digital cameras in
special collections reading rooms. To bring together best practices,
members of the RLG Partnership Working Group on Streamlining
Photography and Scanning surveyed the policies of 35 repositories....
OCLC, Feb. 23

WorldCat for genealogists
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Alice Sneary writes: “During the past few weeks, I've been delighted
by one of the popular genealogy-blogging themes, ‘52 Weeks to
Better Genealogy,’ where each of the prompts so far this year has
been designed to encourage genealogists to further explore and use
their library resources; in fact, the series creator is herself a
librarian. Week 5 of the series has particular emphasis here because
the goal was to encourage hundreds of genea-bloggers to explore
WorldCat.org.”...
WorldCat Blog, Feb. 19

Flu preparedness
Q. One of our regular library visitors asked what
the library’s plan for preventing the spread of
the H1N1 flu is. He has asked whether we wipe
down the books daily, or otherwise clean them
to prevent transmission. A. Most libraries are
part of another organization that may have
plans to guide the broader community. ALA
member groups, who write the guidelines, are focusing on their
expertise: protecting the collections. That said, the ALA Library has
compiled flu preparedness resources. The ALA Librarian welcomes
your questions....
AL: Ask the ALA Librarian, Feb. 19

Tax assistance @ your library
This tax season, many public libraries are working to help their
patrons get some money back with programs designed to help them
file federal and state income taxes. The San Antonio (Tex.) Public
Library is currently assisting its patrons on a variety of levels with its
Taxes @ your library website. The Granville County (N.C.) Public
Library has partnered with the state Department of Revenue to
provide library users with income tax forms....
Campaign for America’s Libraries, Feb. 22

New challenges in recording the past
Corydon Ireland writes: “In the age of the bit and the byte and the
web, what happens to the hallowed art of writing history? A Harvard
gathering of five historians took up that question February 19 in a
discussion called ‘Writing History Now.’ The panel suggested that the
internet age has a dark side for those whose profession traditionally
has included painstaking investigations of letters, diaries, public
papers, maps, and other documents. For one thing, that paper trail is
disappearing under a hail of electrons that may prove elusive to find
and save.”...
Harvard Gazette, Feb. 23

Europeana set to expand
The European Union’s Europeana digital library needs
content from more member states now and EU budget
funding from 2013, the Culture and Education
Committee stated in a report approved February 22.
Though intellectual property rights must be respected,
digitization should not restrict access to Europe’s public
heritage, warn Members of the European Parliament....
European Parliament, Feb. 23

A German library for the 21st century
The German Digital Library wants to make millions of
books, films, images, and audio recordings accessible
online. More than 30,000 libraries, museums, and

http://wetree.blogspot.com/
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/ask-ala-librarian/flu-preparedness
http://www.americanlibrariesmagazine.org/ask-ala-librarian/flu-preparedness
http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Pandemic_Planning
mailto:AskTheLibrarian@ala.org
http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2010/february2010/taxes_pio.cfm
http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2010/february2010/taxes_pio.cfm
http://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2010/02/archives-and-electrons/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/037-69352-054-02-09-906-20100223IPR69351-23-02-2010-2010-false/default_en.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/037-69352-054-02-09-906-20100223IPR69351-23-02-2010-2010-false/default_en.htm
http://europeana.eu/portal/
http://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/0,1518,676591,00.html
http://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/0,1518,676591,00.html


AL Direct, February 24, 2010

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2010/february/022410-2.htm[7/17/2014 2:22:11 PM]

archives are expected to contribute their digitized
cultural artifacts. The goal is to integrate the
collection with Europeana, launched in 2008 with
similar ambitions, and to compete with Google Books.
Some 45,000 works have been scanned so far at the
Munich Digitization Center of the Bavarian State Library....
Der Spiegel, Feb. 19

An oral history of British science
The voices, memories, and experiences of hundreds
of British scientists are being captured by a major
new initiative at the British Library. An Oral History of
British Science is the first project of its kind in Britain
and will gather 200 audiovisual interviews with the
British scientists who have led the world in scientific
innovation. The recordings and transcripts will be
made available free of charge at the library as a
research resource....
British Library, Feb. 23

Canadian Conservation Institute Notes are online
CCI Notes deal with topics of interest to those who care for cultural
objects. Intended for a broad audience, the Notes offer practical
advice about issues and questions related to the care, handling, and
storage of cultural objects. Many are illustrated and provide
bibliographies as well as suggestions for contacting suppliers.
Electronic copies in English and French are now available free to
everyone on the CCI website....
Preservation and Conservation Administration News, Feb. 18

Reference question of the week
Brian Herzog writes: “Sometimes I can’t tell if patrons
ask for something because they think we actually offer
it, or if they just figure there’s no harm in asking. To
wit: ‘Can you set the library’s notification service to
call me really early to be a wake-up call?’ Since he
actually was looking for a free wake-up service (and
didn’t necessarily need someone from the library to do
it), I searched around to see what I could find. There are actually a
few online services, and some of them are free.”...
Swiss Army Librarian, Feb. 20

Oldest overdue notice?
Larry Nix writes: “In my quest for postal librariana, one
class of item I appreciate most are government-issued,
postage-prepaid postal cards. The U.S. Post Office
began issuing these cards in 1873. For one cent, which
paid for the card and the postage, a library could
transact a variety of tasks. The postal card shown here
was used by the Memorial Hall Library in Andover,
Massachusetts, to mail an overdue notice to Mr. E. L.
Barnard on December 27, 1873. I will make the claim
that this is the oldest mailed overdue notice still in existence for a
U.S. library until I am proven wrong.”...
Library History Buff Blog, Feb. 16
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Fictional entries in reference books
Stacy Conradt writes: “You know how animators and
filmmakers will sometimes slip something a little
unexpected into a piece just to put their stamp on
it? They’re not the only ones who do so. You’ll find
silly little entries in lots of other places—if you know
what to look for. And sometimes the reason for the
fictitious entry serves a purpose other than to
amuse the author.” In 1975, the New Columbia Encyclopedia
included a fictitious entry on Ohio photographer Lillian Virginia
Mountweazel (right), who allegedly specialized in rural mailboxes....
Mental Floss, Feb. 22

Prison library resources
Peggy writes: “Periodically I get questions from staff
who work in prison libraries. Their major question
is: What do you do for materials when there is no
money? I encourage them to do what I do. Check
and evaluate online and other groups that offer
books to prisoners, for example Books Behind Bars,
the Prison Library Project, or the Prisoners’ Reading
Encouragement Project. Make sure you develop
donations criteria, or you will wind up with
textbooks, old classics, and outdated encyclopedias.”...
Prison Librarian, Feb. 21

Emory’s digital Rushdie archive
Mary J. Loftus writes: “Emory University acquired
the archives of author Salman Rushdie in 2006. Like
many of his contemporaries, Rushdie wrote his later
works and conducted much of his correspondence
and research on personal computers. So his archive
is a hybrid, meaning that Emory’s Manuscript,
Archives, and Rare Book Library received not only 100 linear feet of
his paper material— including diaries, notebooks, library books, first-
edition novels, notes scribbled on napkins—but also 40,000 files and
18 gigabytes of data on a Mac desktop, three Mac laptops, and an
external hard drive.” The archive will open February 26....
Emory Magazine, Winter 2010; Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Feb. 23

GPO and Cornell to digitize CFR (PDF file)
The U.S. Government Printing Office and Cornell
University Law School are beginning a year-long pilot
project to evaluate a conversion process of the Code of
Federal Regulations in XML format. The CFR is the
codification of the general and permanent rules
published in the Federal Register by the executive
departments and agencies of the federal government.
The Cornell Legal Information Institute will convert
various titles into XML and place them on the university’s website for
students to research....
Government Printing Office, Feb. 22

What a librarian can learn from chess
Kate Covintree writes: “A few years back I bought a
chess board for our library, the kind with a magnetic
board that makes it a bit portable, and one where I
hoped students wouldn’t lose pieces too easily. I
placed it on a spare student-sized desk near the
library’s entrance with two nice chairs on either side.
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http://www.gpo.gov/pdfs/news-media/press/10news07.pdf
http://yalsa.ala.org/blog/2010/02/19/chess-and-wikis/
http://yalsa.ala.org/blog/2010/02/19/chess-and-wikis/
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Three days into the new school year, a handwritten
notice was found under the board.”...
YALSA Blog, Feb. 19

Hepburns as leaders and change
agents
Leigh Anne Vrabel writes: “Even within the
limitations of the archetype structure, it
seems to me that you can tell a lot about
librarians by determining whether they are
more like Audrey Hepburn or Katharine
Hepburn. To illustrate, I will examine both archetypes, listing
strengths and weaknesses, and determine whether their qualities
tend toward leadership or change agent–ship. You may already think
you know where you are on this particular spectrum. Try to suspend
your judgment until you get to the end of the essay.”...
Library Alchemy, Feb. 19

Take it from a digital native
This video (1:20), showing 3-year-old
Abbey explaining what she wants from
her library, opened the 2010 VALA—
Libraries, Technology and the Future
conference in Melbourne, Australia,
February 9. “I’m a digital native and I
want it now!”...
YouTube, Feb. 5

The Hackney Bunch
Rodney Lippard, director of Barton
College’s Hackney Library in Wilson, North
Carolina, and his staff introduce
themselves in this video takeoff (1:10) of
The Brady Bunch.“It’s the story of a
director, and librarians who shine at what
they do.”...
YouTube, Feb. 15

Go back to the Top

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7_zzPBbXjWs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SeMUOQR8kac
http://libraryalchemy.wordpress.com/2010/02/19/a-plague-on-both-your-hepburns/
http://libraryalchemy.wordpress.com/2010/02/19/a-plague-on-both-your-hepburns/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7_zzPBbXjWs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7_zzPBbXjWs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SeMUOQR8kac
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SeMUOQR8kac
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