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U.S. & World News
Border location offers unique
opportunities for Reforma
attendees

President Luís Chaparro called the 452
attendees, including 61 exhibitors, at the
Reforma National Conference part of an
extended family. The gathering of ALA’s affiliate organization, the
National Association to Promote Library and Information Services to
Latinos and the Spanish Speaking, was held September 18–21
primarily at the El Paso (Texas) Convention Center, just blocks from
the border of Ciudad Juárez, Mexico. The theme was “Bridging the
Gaps—Juntos @ the Border.”...
American Libraries Online, Oct. 1

EPA reopens five shuttered libraries

The five Environmental Protection Agency libraries
whose closures in 2006 as part of a cost-cutting
measure by President Bush elicited a storm of
controversy reopened September 30. In a Report to
Congress (PDF file) submitted in March, the agency
had committed to reopening the facilities by that
date....

ALA Midwinter Meeting,
Denver, January 23–28.
Registration and housing
for the meeting are now
open. If you have already
registered for the Bundled
Registration you may now
go back into your
registration and add any
pre-conferences,
Midwinter Institutes, or
special events (PDF file)
to your registration.

American Libraries Online, Oct. 1

Libraries regroup in the wake of
Hurricane Ike

Hurricane Ike’s Category 2 force slammed
across the Louisiana and southeast Texas
coasts September 12–13, just two weeks
after New Orleans evacuated in anticipation
of Hurricane Gustav. As with Gustav, most
Louisiana libraries dodged major disaster; except for brief power
outages, they could concentrate on helping South Texas evacuees
and local residents with FEMA applications. One of the hardest-hit
libraries in Texas was Galveston’s Rosenberg Library and Museum,
the public library for the community where Ike made landfall early on
the morning of September 13....
American Libraries Online, Sept. 26
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Register! Read!
Vote! When Duck gets
tired of working for
Farmer Brown, his
political ambition
eventually leads to his
being elected
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Sacramento director announces
retirement

Ending a seven-year tenure amid accusations of
mismanagement, Sacramento (Calif.) Public Library
Director Anne Marie Gold announced at a September
25 meeting of the library’s governing board that she
would retire, effective December 1. A matter-of-fact
library press release announcing the retirement made
no mention of the controversy in which Gold has been embroiled, and
the Sacramento Bee reported September 26 that Gold, 59, had told
the board, “I’ve long planned to retire when I reached 60, and that’s
around the corner for me.”...
American Libraries Online, Sept. 26; Sacramento (Calif.) Public Library, Sept. 25

ALA News
ALA’s 2009 budget

president. Illustrate
the importance of
voting with this
colorful poster and
bookmark from Betsy
Lewin and Doreen
Cronin’s beloved book
Duck for President.
This is a great tool to
teach youngsters
about the election
process. NEW! From
ALA Graphics.

In this issue
October 2008

ALA Treasurer Rod Hersberger and Executive Director Keith Michael
Fiels write: “Last week, the ALA Council raised the question of what
steps the Association was taking to deal with the impact of the
current financial crisis. Executive Director Keith Michael Fiels’s
response to Council briefly outlined the steps that are being taken in
anticipation of what will certainly be a tough year for libraries and
ALA. We want to take the opportunity to expand on those comments
and to talk more specifically about the Fiscal Year 2009 budget.”...
ALA Marginalia, Oct. 1

Judy Blume on Banned Books
Week

Author Judy Blume discusses book
challenges and ALA’s Banned Books
Week on Chicago TV (4:12). “It’s so
contagious,” Blume said, “this fear that
leads to trying to ban books. If libraries
gave in to all the requests to ban
books, what would we have left? Fun
with Dick and Jane?”...
WLS-TV, Chicago, Sept. 26

Authors take a stand against the ban

Dozens gathered at Pioneer Court in downtown
Chicago September 27 to hear authors read their
controversial works and celebrate the right for
books to exist, even if some find them offensive.
The Banned Books Week Read-Out! event,
cosponsored by ALA, the McCormick Freedom
Museum, and the Chicago Tribune, marked the
27th observance of Banned Books Week. “What
we’re basically saying is our rights are fragile,” said Judith Krug,
director of the ALA Office for Intellectual Freedom....
Chicago Tribune, Sept. 28; OIF Blog, Sept. 30

Why Banned Books Week matters

John Mark Ockerbloom (University of
Pennsylvania) writes: “Banned Books Week is
really about two different, but related, things. The
first of these, the focus of sites like Amnesty
International (right), deals with attempts to
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Hennen’s American
Public Library
Ratings 2008
Libraries Connect
Communities
Keeping
Unproductive
Employees
Rethinking the ERate

The Canadian Library
Association / Association
canadienne des
bibliothèques has
designated October as
Canadian Library
Month. The idea for a
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restrict who is allowed to speak about what
matters to them. But the banned books lists you’ll
find in many libraries and bookstores are often full of classics and
popular titles sold widely in bookstores and online. The bans that
dominate the ALA lists are the obverse of publication bans: They’re
attempts to restrict who is allowed to hear about what matters to
them.”...
Everybody’s Libraries, Sept. 29

Banned Books Week in Second Life

Many events are scheduled for ALA Island in
Second Life for the 2008 Banned Books Week.
Locations are subject to change, so see this blog
and/or the (new!) ALA Island Facebook Fan
Page for the latest information....

month dedicated to
library and information
services in Canada was
developed by library
partners from across the
country to help raise
public awareness of the
valuable role that libraries
play in the lives of
Canadians.

Career Leads
from

Virtual Presence, Sept. 29

Name the Garden Contest

ALA needs your help to name our beautiful
new garden on ALA Island in Second Life,
designed and built by Jedda Zenovka.
Submit your garden name suggestions via
note card to Second Life avatar Kay Tairov
by 8 a.m. SLT, October 4. Be sure you
also include your SL Name on your card.
The winner will receive the real-life READ Poster of their choice from
ALA Graphics....
Virtual Presence, Sept. 29

Redirects, bookmarks, and the ALA
website

ALA Senior Usability Officer Louise Gruenberg
writes: “It is impossible to make a souffle
without cracking some eggs. We are in the
process of transforming 60,000 pages so that
any of them that link through the left navigation end in index.xml.
But 60,000 redirects are far more than we have the staff to make,
and what that many would do to website speed makes me cringe.
Now that the site has been launched, we can analyze the 404s (page
not found) to help us determine which redirects are really needed.”...
ITTS Update, Sept. 29

Special Collections
Digital Initiatives
Librarian, University of
Mississippi, Oxford.
Coordinates selected
digital initiatives
projects regarding the
overall management of
the digital intellectual
output and digital
conversion of Special
Collections materials.
This position is a
twelve-month, tenure
track, assistant
professor....

@

More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week

A greener ALA election coming

Association, division, and round table nominating committees are still
assembling their slates for the ALA ballot next spring—and you can
still petition to be on the Council ballot—but there are changes
coming. Faced with a tight budget for the coming year, and seeking
to be more environmentally aware, the Executive Board made the
decision to conduct the election online. We will soon be asking all
ALA members to provide us with an email address or verify that the
one we have on file is accurate....
ALA Marginalia, Sept. 30

Lawyers for Libraries training in Los
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/october/100108.htm[7/17/2014 1:38:53 PM]

The Galveston and
Texas History Center
photographic holdings at
the Rosenberg Library
number close to 80,000
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Angeles

ALA will present a “Lawyers for Libraries”
Training Institute February 20, 2009, in Los
Angeles. The institute is primarily intended to equip attorneys with
tools they need to effectively defend the First Amendment in
libraries. In addition, a panel of librarians will discuss their real-world
experiences with creating and enforcing library policies....

AL Focus
2008 Reforma National
Conference

This overview (1:31) of the Reforma
National Conference, held September
18–21 in El Paso, Texas, features
musicians at the exhibit hall opening,
conversations with Author Luncheon
speaker Diana Washington Valdez and
former ALA President Carol BreyCasiano, a tour of the Biblioteca de la Universidad Autónoma de
Ciudad Juárez, Mexico, and music and dance under the stars at the
Awards Banquet....

Featured review: Media

Confronting Death: A Christian Approach to
the End of Life with Walter Wangerin Jr. July
2008. 60 min. Paraclete, DVD (978-1-55725597-6).
Seated in his book-lined study, author and
Valparaiso University lecturer Walter
Wangerin Jr. speaks frankly about his cancer
and talks about facing death from a Christian
perspective. Wangerin begins by describing
the diagnosis and the effect of his illness on his close-knit
family. Although his looming death has made him intensely
aware of everything around him, he understands that his wife
and other family members, as caregivers and survivors, may
be dwelling on the future without him and the emptiness they
face. Wangerin shares ways to comfort both patient and family
as they begin the grieving process....

Read Book Group Buzz for National Reading
Group Month

The Booklist blog Book Group Buzz, which provides helpful and
entertaining information to reading groups, has been selected
as the official partner blog by the Women’s National Book
Association for its second National Reading Group Month in
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images. One of the
collections documents
the hurricane that
destroyed Galveston on
September 8, 1900, still
the deadliest natural
disaster in United States
history. The storm
claimed upwards of
8,000 lives on Galveston
Island and several
thousand more on the
mainland. In Galveston,
it destroyed 2,636
houses and left
thousands more
damaged. The city’s
property losses were
estimated at $28–$30
million. The Rosenberg
Library’s manuscripts,
photographs, and other
archival holdings provide
graphic evidence of
survivors’ storm
experiences and the
carnage that was left in
its wake. The library’s
special collections were
apparently undamaged
during Hurricane Ike in
September 2008.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.

Public
Perception
How the World
Sees Us

“Beware local
librarians. They look
innocent enough—
checking out your
books; charging you
25 cents for late
tomes you return at
the counter. Look
again. Look closely.
There’s a lot more
going on behind
those wire-rimmed
glasses than you
might think. . . . For
years, I have
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October. Book Group Buzz addresses the growing interest in
adult and youth book-group related news expressed by
librarians, general readers, authors and publishers, with
regular posts by a selected group of expert contributors from
around the country....

@

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

Division News
ACRL podcast: Greening Seattle

In this podcast (5:36), ACRL 14th National Conference Virtual
Conference Committee Co-Chair Scott Walter and Green Conference
Planning Committee members Juliet Kerico and Karen Munro discuss
environmentally sustainable practices at next year’s Seattle
conference....
ACRL Insider, Sept. 23

Tools to promote Teen Read
Week

As Teen Read Week 2008 approaches,
YALSA offers several tools aimed at
helping librarians, booksellers, educators, and others promote events
in their libraries, stores, schools, and communities. Teen Read Week
will be celebrated October 12–18. Anyone planning an event in honor
of Teen Read Week should visit the YALSA wiki and list their own
events. Registration is required to edit the wiki, but it only takes a
few minutes....

labored under
illusions that
librarians are all like
Marian in the movie
The Music Man; or,
at least, no worse
than librarian Mary
in Party Girl. But
what was I
thinking? These are
all Hollywood
images. Hollywood
is a player in this
insidious plot—
putting up a smoke
screen to cover
librarians’ attempts
to fray and then
unravel the very
moral fabric of a
nation.”
—Editor-in-Chief Don
Corrigan, after the South St.
Louis–based Citizens Against
Pornography informed him
that his Sept. 12 news
report about public support
for the St. Louis County
Library’s collection policies
was all wrong, in
“Librarians: Throw the Book
at ’Em,” Webster-Kirkwood
(Mo.) Times, Sept. 26.

Sign up by October 3 for YALSA
Symposium

Advanced registration ends October 3 for the
inaugural Young Adult Literature Symposium,
November 7–9, at the Millennium Maxwell House
Hotel in Nashville, Tennessee. Registrants will save more than 10%
over onsite registration fees....

The ALSC 2008 National Institute
in Salt Lake City

Allison G. Kaplan writes: “What a great first
experience! There were about 250 participants
from across the country (and even one from
Bermuda). I’m not going to provide a play-byplay account of the activities, but I will say
that from Thursday afternoon through Saturday morning, there was
more information disseminated, more networking done, and more
expertise shared than I have seen in a long time.”...
ALSC Blog, Sept. 24

Awards
Sara Jaffarian Award recognizes programming
excellence

The ALA Public Programs Office is now accepting nominations for the
2009 Sara Jaffarian School Library Program Award for Exemplary
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October is the first
International School
Library Month. The
International Association
of School Librarianship
changed the celebration
from a day to a month,
effective this year. Check
out what others across
the world are doing to
mark the importance of
school libraries.
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Humanities Programming. School libraries, public or private, that
serve children in any combination of grades K–8 and have conducted
humanities programs during the 2007–2008 school year are eligible.
Apply by December 1....

SirsiDynix ALA-APA award for improving salaries

The ALA–Allied Professional Association seeks nominees for a $5,000
award, courtesy of SirsiDynix. Nominees will include individuals and
organizations that have made a positive change in the salaries or
status of librarians or support staff. Nominations are due by
December 12....

University of Missouri SISLT supports Spectrum
Scholar

The University of Missouri School of Information Science and Learning
Technologies will provide $5,000 in matching scholarship funds to
Nicole Head, a 2008 ALA Spectrum Scholarship winner pursuing a
master’s degree in library science and library media certification. The
University of Missouri has offered matching scholarships to Spectrum
recipients in their graduate program in library and information
science since 1999....

YALSA names Spectrum Scholar, two Emerging
Leaders

As part of its commitment to furthering young adult librarianship,
YALSA chose its first Spectrum Scholar as well as two Emerging
Leaders for 2009. Jamie Young is the division’s Spectrum Scholar,
and Carla Land and Katherine Voss are the Emerging Leaders....

Carnegie
Corporation of New
York/New York
Times I Love My
Librarian Award.
School and academic
librarian nominations
are open through
October 15. Up to 10
librarians will win
$5,000 and be
recognized at an
awards ceremony
hosted by The New
York Times at
TheTimesCenter in
December.

Ask the ALA
Librarian

YALSA offers $34,000 in grants

YALSA will offer more than $34,000 worth of grants and awards to
YALSA members. Division members can use the awards to attend
ALA Annual Conference for the first time, start a research program,
add to their library’s collection, and much more....

Carnegie-Whitney grants

The ALA Publishing Committee provides a grant of up to $5,000 for
the preparation of print or electronic reading lists, indexes, or other
guides to library resources that promote reading or the use of library
resources at any type of library. Apply by November 3....

Apply for the WNBA Eastman grant

Q. I am supposed to
create my own
poster promoting
reading, and I
thought that there
was something like
that on the ALA site,
but now I can’t find
it. Can you help?

Five libraries to receive
National Medal

A. Yes! READ miniposters are available
through the ALA
website (they’re free).
If you are interested
in making your own
posters and other
items based on ALA’s

The Women’s National Book Association sponsors the WNBA Eastman
Grant, which offers up to $750 for a librarian to take a course or
participate in an institute devoted to aspects of publishing as a
profession. The grant honors Ann Heidbreder Eastman, who was an
active and prominent member of both ALA and the WNBA.
Applications are due by November 3....

First Lady Laura Bush will award five
museums and five libraries the 2008
National Medal for Museum and Library
Service, the nation’s highest honor, at a
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White House ceremony on October 7. The
libraries are the Jane Stern Dorado
Community Library, Puerto Rico; Kansas City (Mo.) Public Library
(right); Miami-Dade (Fla.) Public Library System; Skidompha Library
in Damariscotta, Maine; and Skokie (Ill.) Public Library....
Institute of Museum and Library Services, Sept. 29

Round Rock library video wins
Texas award

Last year’s Round Rock (Tex.) Public
Library’s Summer Reading video (3:07),
“Sail Away with Books,” recently won
first place for Special Audience
Programming in the 2008 Texas
Association of Telecommunications
Officers and Advisors Programming
Awards. The video helped promote the library’s Summer Reading
program to elementary schools. Brooks Bennett, RRPL technology
specialist, shot and edited the video, and Lucas Miller, the “Singing
Zoologist,” performed his title song....
City of Round Rock, Sept. 29; YouTube; Texas Reading Club

Seen Online
Economy expected to take a toll on charitable
giving

To the list of big losers in the turmoil on Wall Street, add these:
some big foundations. A family foundation set up by Richard S. Fuld
Jr., Lehman Brothers’ chair and chief executive, gave away about $5
million in 2006. The Fulds are still on the philanthropy scene, and
are among the cochairs at the New York Public Library’s annual
Library Lions benefit on November 3. Also, the Starr Foundation has
pledged $7.5 million over five years beginning in 2006 to the New
York Public Library, and a library spokesman said it was on track to
meet its pledges....
New York Times, Sept. 29

The vampires come back to Capistrano

A series of fantasy novels about a vampire and his
teenage girlfriend were banned September 26 from
middle school libraries in the San Juan Capistrano
(Calif.) Unified School District over concerns about
age-appropriate content, but reinstated the following
week without explanation. Books in Stephenie Meyer’s
popular “Twilight” series were ordered removed from
the district’s 12 middle schools in an email sent to
library staff from Linda Meyers, an instructional materials specialist
for the district....
Orange County (Calif.) Register, Sept. 30

Beardstown board approves Nineteen
Minutes
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popular Celebrity
READ posters, then
check out the READ
CD box set, see how
to use it, and look at
the creative things
people are doing with
the art files. To order
ALA Celebrity READ
posters, go to the ALA
store. From the ALA
Professional Tips wiki.

@ The ALA Librarian
welcomes your
questions.

Calendar
Apply for:
By Oct. 15:
ALA seeks nominations
for the 2009
Carnegie/New York
Times I Love My
Librarian award.
Nominations for school
and academic
librarians run until Oct.
15.
By Oct. 16:
The Institute of
Museum and Library
Services seeks
proposals for 2009
Connecting to
Collections Statewide
Planning Grants that
address
recommendations
published in the
Heritage Health Index.
By Oct. 17:
ALA seeks applications
for the 2009 Scholastic
Library Publishing
National Library Week
Grant.
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Despite some recent controversy, the novel Nineteen
Minutes by Jodi Picoult will remain on the shelves of
the Beardstown (Ill.) High School library. The school
board voted unanimously September 24 to follow the
recommendation of the library committee and return to
the library the novel, which, according to a detractor,
has some “R-rated” content. However, the book will be
held in the high school section of the library and may only be
checked out with a parent’s permission....
Jacksonville (Ill.) Journal-Courier, Sept. 24

Round Rock parents upset over TTYL

A group of Round Rock, Texas, parents are outraged
that students have access to a book in a middle
school library that discusses sex, porn, booze, and an
inappropriate teacher-student relationship. Parents of
one sixth-grade student started a petition to move
the book, Lauren Myracle’s TTYL, to a space where
more sensitive material would be placed. School
District Public Relations Director JoyLynn Occhiuzzi
said, “This is the first complaint we’ve received about this particular
book.”...
KXAN-TV, Austin, Tex., Sept. 26

Nick and Norah stays on the shelf

Nick and Norah’s Infinite Playlist has been off the
shelves in the Geneva (Ill.) Public Library since the
beginning of August, as a staff committee considered
a patron’s challenge about whether the book is
appropriate reading for teenagers. But library
administrator Matt Teske reported September 25 that
he agrees with the recommendation to put it back on
the shelves of the teen fiction section of the library.
Patrons of any age can check it out....
Arlington Heights (Ill.) Daily Herald, Sept. 26

Teaching Huck Finn takes special
skills

Nine months ago, the Manchester, Connecticut,
school system began navigating the choppy
waters of teaching Twain’s most admired and
vilified book, The Adventures of Huckleberry
Finn. One parent complained, and the book was
removed from the reading list. Now after months
of study, the school system is training 11 high school teachers in
how to teach the novel in a broader context that includes discussions
of Twain’s era, satire, white privilege, diversity, and social change.
The teachers are to receive two days of training before bringing the
book back to classes next month....
Hartford (Conn.) Courant, Sept. 24

Philip Pullman defiant over U.S.
challenges

Author Philip Pullman revealed he was delighted to
discover his novel The Golden Compass was one of
the most challenged titles of the year in America,
with numerous calls made to have it removed from
libraries. The children’s novel was the fourth most
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By Oct. 31:
Unshelved seeks
entries for the third
annual Pimp My
Bookcart contest.
Prizes include book
trucks and Unshelved
gift certificates.
By Oct. 31:
ALA and the National
Endowment for the
Humanities seek
applications for the
second round of
Picturing America
grants, which provide a
set of high-quality
reproductions of 40
pieces of American art
and an illustrated
teachers resource
book.
By Nov. 7:
YALSA seeks entries
for the Best Teen Read
Week Celebration
contest. Two winners
will receive an author
visit from Kimberly
Pauley or Geno
Salvatore; five
runners-up will receive
a $50 prize package.
By Nov. 14:
The Young Adult
Library Services
Association and ALA’s
Public Programs Office
seeks applications for
the Great Stories CLUB
reading and discussion
program.
By Jan. 30:
ALA and the National
Endowment for the
Humanities seek
applications for We the
People bookshelf
grants. This year’s
Bookshelf contains
books complementing
the Picturing America
grant program.
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challenged book in 2007. Pullman said his
immediate response was “glee” and that banning a
book on religious grounds was “the worst reason of
the lot.” Take The Guardian’s Banned Book Quiz....
The Guardian (U.K.), Sept. 29–30

Reading shouldn’t be a numbers game

Regina Powers writes: “School has started. I can tell because frazzled
parents drag their embarrassed children up to the reference desk at
my library to ask, ‘Where are the 5th-grade books? We need a 5.6
level that’s worth at least 7 points.’ I avoid frustrating both parties
with an explanation of how the Dewey decimal system works, and
ask the child, ‘What do you like to read?’ The response from both
adult and child is all too often a blank expression.”...
Los Angeles Times, Sept. 30

Senate passes bill creating copyright czar

U.S. lawmakers approved the creation of a cabinet-level position of
copyright czar as part of sweeping intellectual property enforcement
legislation that sailed through the Senate September 26. However, a
controversial measure granting the Justice Department the authority
to sue copyright infringers on behalf of Hollywood and the music
industry was removed after the White House lobbied against
assuming those new powers.”...
Threat Level, Sept. 26

Orphan works bill moribund

Lost in the House of Representatives’ push to pass $700-billion
bailout legislation is the Orphan Works Act of 2008. The Senate
passed the measure (S.2913) September 26 and sent it to the House
(H.R. 5889), where it landed dead on arrival. Lobbyists believe the
House won’t take it up again, at least not until after the November
elections. Dozens of copyright stakeholder groups opposed the act,
saying that it would encourage infringement....
Threat Level, Sept. 30

Reward offered for stolen library
statue

The Suffolk County police are offering a reward of
up to $5,000 for anyone who can help detectives
track down those responsible for stealing a bronze
memorial statue from the Commack (N.Y.) Public
Library. Sometime during the night of September
25–26, the statue commemorating Shana Kay, a
local teen who died suddenly in 2005, was stolen from the entrance
of the library. A beloved fixture, the statue commemorated Kay’s love
of reading....
Long Island (N.Y.) Newsday, Oct. 1

Ohio joint-use library branch will close to the
public

After 22 years of failed levies and a continued decrease in state
funding, Southwest Public Libraries of Franklin County, Ohio, are
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being forced to close one of their branches. The Central Crossing
Library in Grove City, which represents a rare partnership between
library and school districts, will cease to be a public library at the
end of this school year. Since 2002, the library has operated as a
high school library during the day and a public library in the evenings
and on Saturdays....
Columbus (Ohio) Local News, Sept. 24

West Point opens new hall of
learning

The new library on the campus of the U.S.
Military Academy at West Point, New York,
dedicated September 24 as Thomas Jefferson
Hall, is meant to show a commitment to
modernization. It was completed after more
than 10 years of planning and construction at a cost of $65 million,
and it took a hard fight to get the funds at a time when the military
is fighting expensive wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. The most striking
aspect of the building is its use of glass, including 8,000 glass bricks
that form a glass curtain on the north side....
New York Times, Sept. 24

IUPUI leads the way in digital depositories

Libraries are taking a leading role in working to save important
online texts, videos, audio, and photos from vanishing as websites
change and die. Indiana University–Purdue University Indianapolis in
particular has developed a national reputation for building these
online databases. IUPUI has four of them, which is more than most
universities. Two that launched recently also store content from
outside organizations, a step beyond what most universities do....
Indianapolis Star, Sept. 29

Westport librarians miss Paul Newman

At the Westport (Conn.) Public Library where Newman and his wife of
50 years, Joanne Woodward, were often seen, Reference
Librarian Nancy Clark said she set up a display of all his books,
movies, and biographies as a tribute. “We are all terribly sad,” said
Clark. “Once this sinks in it is going to hit the community terribly.”...
Reuters Fan Fare blog, Sept. 27

Bancroft Library returns to UC Berkeley

The University of California, Berkeley is about halfway through its 11week move back into the Bancroft, where three years and millions of
dollars worth of renovations are giving some of the world’s rarest
books and manuscripts a significantly classier home than they had
before. Greeting those materials upon their homecoming is a Bancroft
that just barely resembles its predecessor. The entry rotunda has a
new marble floor and a gold-leafed dome, and the renovation turned
a nine-story library into a five-story one....
Walnut Creek (Calif.) Contra Costa Times, Sept. 24

New twist in battle to stop Welsh rare
book sale

Senior city councilors in Cardiff, Wales, are
reexamining whether their planned auction of rare
items held by local public libraries is in the best
interests of the city. The plan was to sell the books to
raise money for improvements in library services.
Cardiff University officials said they hoped to find
funding to house and look after some of the oldest
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and rarest Welsh books....

South Wales Echo, Sept. 27; BBC News, Sept. 24

Tech Talk
Apple threatens iTunes shutdown

Apple has threatened to shut down the iTunes music store if the
three-person Copyright Royalty Board appointed by the Librarian of
Congress increases the royalties paid to publishers and songwriters
by six cents per song. The board is scheduled to hand down its
decision on these rates by October 2. Music publishers had asked the
board to increase the royalties paid to publishers and songwriters for
the sale of digital downloads from 9 cents to 15 cents per song....
Listening Post, Oct. 1

Firefox 3: Eight things you didn’t
know you could do

Logan Kugler writes: “The latest version of
Mozilla’s popular open-source browser
enjoyed one of the most successful launches
in software history, with a record-setting 8.2
million downloads the first day it was available. With the ability to
drastically expand the browser’s functions using plug-in extensions
and Greasemonkey scripts, many of Firefox 3’s built-in features are
overlooked. Here are eight handy things you can do, ranging from
tiny tweaks to hugely powerful capabilities, all with nary an extension
to install.”...
PC Magazine, Sept. 29

11 tools to help you save sites for
reading later

Palin Ningthoujam writes: “Sometimes we
discover interesting websites that we want to save to check out later
because we’re busy with other tasks. For such occasions, there is a
new breed of browser add-ons, bookmarklets, and special
bookmarking services available to help save those URLs and retrieve
them easily later. Here are 11 of them.”...
Mashable, Sept. 15

Top 18 new money management
sites

Web 2.0 technology has given rise to many
new money management tools and services that make keeping track
of personal finances easy. If you have never used a Web 2.0 money
management tool or service, don’t miss out on all the advantages
they offer. Here’s a monster list of 18 of the top Web 2.0 finance
services currently available in a variety of specialized fields ranging
from online banking, personal finance, investing, business tools,
shared bills, and housing prices. Be sure to fully investigate all the
features and security details....
Wall Street Fighter, Sept. 23

Need to plug in while traveling?
Marriott’s A/V panel has it

Jenny Levine writes: “The New Orleans
Marriott Metairie had the most awesome,
techno room I’ve ever stayed in. What actually made me gasp out
loud was the A/V panel. Apparently this is part of a service called
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Plug into Marriott, and it’s a traveling geek’s dream come true. The
panel has four surge-protected outlets, an ethernet port, an audio-in
port, RCA jacks, an S-Video port, a computer video port, and even a
memory card reader. And the hotel provides all the cables.”...
The Shifted Librarian, Sept. 25

Test your website’s usability: A checklist

Jessica Hupp writes: “So you’ve got a website, but do you know
whether it’s usable or not? The answer to this question can make the
difference between a successful site and one that’s just ignored. Go
through this checklist to make sure your site is up to snuff.”...
Virtual Hosting, Sept. 4

Yale to investigate topic modeling

Yale University Library has received a National Leadership Grant from
the Institute of Museum and Library Services to improve the
searchability and usability of digital library and museum collections
through topic modeling. Topic modeling is a relatively new textmining technique that can be used to extract semantic topics from
any large collection of text items. Investigators will apply the concept
to three important classes of digital library resources: full-text books,
images with descriptive metadata, and tagged images....
Yale University Library, Sept. 29

Publishing
Writers on display at National
Book Festival

Bob Thompson writes: “There are hard
ways and easy ways to get ideas for
books, and both were on display
September 27 at the National Book
Festival on the Mall. The hard ones
involved such things as surviving car
bombings in Baghdad and hiding in a tiny bathroom for three months
during the Rwandan genocide. As for the easy ones . . . well, all Neil
Gaiman had to do was carry his son’s tricycle down some stairs.”
Watch the video (3:39)....
Washington Post, Sept. 29

Attack won’t stop The Jewel of Medina

A firebomb was apparently pushed through the mail
slot in the home of Martin Rynja, the publisher of
Gibson Square in London, September 27. Rynja says
he is going ahead with plans to publish The Jewel of
Medina, a novel about the early life of A’isha, a wife of
the Prophet Muhammad. The book’s original American
publisher, Random House, canceled publication after
being warned that the novel might inflame Muslim
extremists....
New York Times, Sept. 28–29

The top 10 most disturbing novels

Jamie Frater writes: “Not everyone has the stomach
for disturbing literature, but there is such a large
amount of writing in the genre that everyone should
give it at least one try. This list will help to introduce
you to the darker side of novels—the disturbing,
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macabre, and oftentimes downright sick. The only rule
to this list is that the book must be a work of fiction.
If you think something has been left off the list, leave
a comment.”...
The List Universe, Sept. 29

EBSCO Publishing introduces
Research Starters (PDF file)

EBSCO is introducing a series of databases
designed to provide researchers and students
with a starting point for their research and
assignments. Research Starters are topic
overviews, relevant to key areas of academic
study, including links to key articles in
associated EBSCOhost databases. Each Research Starters database
initially consists of 500 topics with approximately 25–50 new topics
added each year, as well as an exclusive collection of summary
articles written by subject-matter experts....
EBSCO Publishing, Sept. 23

Actions & Answers
Hennen’s 2008 public library ratings
published

New data for 2008 was added to Hennen’s American
Public Library Ratings website October 1. Developed by
Thomas J. Hennen Jr., the 2008 HAPLR edition rates
over 9,000 public libraries in the United States using the
latest federal data. Libraries are rated, scored, and
ranked on 15 input and output measures. HAPLR 2008 is also
featured in the October issue of American Libraries, where the
ratings have been profiled since 1999....
HAPLR Index, Oct. 1

A friendly suggestion

Doug Johnson writes: “Banned Books Week
is a good thing. Let’s keep Harry Potter on
the shelves. But if we are truly committed
to the Freedom to Read, what we really need is: Blocked Bytes
Week. Celebrate the Freedom from Filters, September 27–October 4,
2008. Americans need the freedom to read more than just books.”...
Blue Skunk Blog, Sept. 23

Chicago’s new after-school
website

Chicago Mayor Richard M. Daley rolled
out an interactive website in September
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that will help youths and their families
research and choose from thousands of
different after-school programs located throughout Chicago. AfterSchool Chicago is one of the most comprehensive websites of its kind
in the nation and will include a diverse variety of afternoon, evening,
and weekend program options that span organizations including the
city’s Department of Children and Youth Services, Chicago Public
Schools, and the Chicago Public Library....
WLS-TV, Chicago, Sept. 24

A Reluctant Reader’s Bill of Rights

Kiera Parrott writes: “I often find myself invoking Daniel Pennac’s
Reader’s Bill of Rights when encouraging reluctant readers. The right
to skip pages, the right to browse, and the right to reread are all
tenets that have helped me begin to unite young readers with books
they will enjoy. However, I found myself wanting more. I posted the
idea of a Reluctant Reader’s Bill of Rights on my personal blog and
encouraged visitors to add their own additions. Here’s what we came
up with.”...
ALSC Blog, Sept. 26

SETDA report calls for refocus in
science education

A new report (PDF file) issued September 23 by the
State Educational Technology Directors Association is
calling for sweeping changes to bolster science,
technology, education, and math (STEM) education in
the United States. Citing an impending shortfall in
scientists, engineers, and mathematicians in this
country, the report highlights the need to expose children to STEM
early and to integrate these subjects throughout the curriculum,
beginning as early as kindergarten....
T.H.E. Journal, Sept. 25

Libraries are getting greener

Libraries are blogging, hosting movie screenings, and
discussion groups to promote awareness of the
benefits of going green. Throughout October, the
Memorial Hall Library of Andover, Massachusetts, will
host Go Green @ your library, a series of four weekly
programs (right) focusing on environmentalism. And
this past summer the Goshen (N.Y.) Public Library and
Historical Society offered a series of environmental
events, including “Transforming Trash to Treasure,” during which
participants used recycled glass jars to create a decorative candle
holder....

Partner with a local business

Nate Hill writes: “I’ve had a couple of recent successes partnering
my library with local businesses here in Brooklyn, and I thought I’d
share them with you all. With the economy in a tight spot, I have no
doubt that many library systems and small businesses out there see
themselves in quite a pickle. Partnering with new, budding businesses
is a great way to bring energy and diversity to your programming
portfolio, and a really nice way to lend them some of that library
feel-good PR.”...
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PLA Blog, Sept. 30

AIDS outreach and Second Life

The National Library of Medicine has awarded the Alliance Library
System in East Peoria, Illinois, a $60,000 grant for a project entitled
“AIDS Information and Outreach in the Virtual World of Second Life.”
The project includes the creation of a new island with a community
AIDS/HIV library and resource center where where narratives about
the AIDS/HIV experience can be shared through art, audio, video,
poetry, and essays....
Alliance Library System, Sept. 29

GMU sued by Reuters over Zotero

Peter Murray writes: “Thomson Reuters is suing George Mason
University to stop distribution of the newest version of Zotero, a
Firefox browser plug-in for managing citation data. Reuters is
claiming (PDF file) that GMU is violating the terms of its license
agreement by including a function in Zotero that will convert citation
styles from its proprietary EndNote format to a format that can be
used by Zotero. Reuters is also asking for $10 million in damages for
destroying the EndNote customer base. Since GMU is a state
institution, the Commonwealth of Virginia is also named in the
suit.”...
Disruptive Library Technology Jester, Sept. 27; Courthouse News Service

Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade
Database

Elisabeth Grant writes: “From datasets to
CD-ROM to online project, the Trans-Atlantic
Slave Trade Database was decades in the
making. And it was time well spent. Voyages
(the website of the project) allows users to
experience information on nearly 35,000
slave voyages through a clean and well-designed interface. Visitors
should start off by reviewing the Guide to Understanding and Using
the Voyages Database and Website (PDF file).”...
AHA Today, Sept. 24

Martians for Education Festival

The David Sarnoff Library in Princeton, New
Jersey, is holding its first Martians for Education
Festival, October 18–29, to commemorate the
70th anniversary of the Orson Welles “War of the
Worlds” broadcast in 1938. The event will raise
funds for the library, which is devoted to the
history of radio, TV, and communications. The
Princeton Public Library is helping out by hosting a talk on the 1938
broadcast and its effect on society, and the Plainsboro Historical
Society will run trolley tours of sites related to the alleged landing....
David Sarnoff Library Blog, Sept. 29

Yale preserves bin Laden tapes

Yale University is currently in the midst of processing,
preserving, and archiving 1,500 audiotapes recorded in
bin Laden’s Afghanistan headquarters from 1988
through 2000—a collection that includes recordings of
everything from celebrations after militant actions to
religious sermons to bin Laden’s poetry. The university
has already digitized 335 of the tapes and will have the
rest of the project completed in a few years....
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Yale Daily News, Sept. 25

Libraries of Early America logo contest

Jeremy Dibbell writes: “We’re looking for a logo to use with our new
LibraryThing project, Libraries of Early America. Very ambitiously, we
intend to LT-catalog all known American libraries from before about
1825 (you’d be amazed at how many there are). We are focusing on
individual and family libraries for the time being, but may look to
expand that in the future.” The deadline for submitting a logo is
October 15....
LibraryThing Blog, Sept. 30

Trustee trouble

The Wyoming State Library has created
a series of 10 videos that discuss
general problems that new library
trustees face. In “Trustee Trouble: The
Misadventures of a New Library Board
Member,” laugh and learn along with
Dan (right), a new library trustee, as he
muddles through his first year on the
library board. Each video segment deals
with such topics as meetings, finances, policies, and planning.
Episodes also feature a discussion section so trustees can understand
the do’s and don’ts of good board behavior....
Wyoming State Library, Sept. 25

The Internet Overdose Song

Rhett and Link are long-time friends
who make web videos for a living. They
call it internetainment. This one is a
song (2:32) about how things were
much simpler online back in 2006—
before video blogs, digg, and Twitter:
“Lately I’ve been signing up on so many
sites I’ve had to hire a full-time
password guy.”...
YouTube, Sept. 8
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U.S. & World News
===========================================================================
Border location offers unique opportunities for Reforma attendees
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/october2008/r
eforma08.cfm]
President Luís Chaparro called the 452 attendees, including 61
exhibitors, at the Reforma National Conference part of an extended
family. The gathering of ALA&rsquo;s affiliate organization, the National
Association to Promote Library and Information Services to Latinos and
the Spanish Speaking, was held September 18&ndash;21 primarily at the El
Paso (Texas) Convention Center, just blocks from the border of Ciudad
Juárez, Mexico. The theme was &ldquo;Bridging the Gaps&mdash;Juntos @ the
Border.&rdquo;...
American Libraries Online, Oct. 1
EPA reopens five shuttered libraries
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/october2008/e
pareopenings.cfm]
The five Environmental Protection Agency libraries whose closures in 2006
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as part of a cost-cutting measure by President Bush elicited a storm of
controversy reopened September 30. In a Report to Congress (PDF file
[http://www.epa.gov/natlibra/documents/Library_Report_to_Congress.pdf])
submitted in March, the agency had committed to reopening the facilities
by that date....
American Libraries Online, Oct. 1
Libraries regroup in the wake of Hurricane Ike
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/september2008
/ikedamage.cfm]
Hurricane Ike&rsquo;s Category 2 force slammed across the Louisiana and
southeast Texas coasts September 12&ndash;13, just two weeks after New
Orleans evacuated in anticipation of Hurricane Gustav. As with Gustav,
most Louisiana libraries dodged major disaster; except for brief power
outages, they could concentrate on helping South Texas evacuees and local
residents with FEMA applications. One of the hardest-hit libraries in
Texas was Galveston&rsquo;s Rosenberg Library and Museum, the public
library for the community where Ike made landfall early on the morning of
September 13....
American Libraries Online, Sept. 26
Sacramento director announces retirement
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/september2008
/goldretires.cfm]
Ending a seven-year tenure amid accusations of mismanagement, Sacramento
(Calif.) Public Library Director Anne Marie Gold announced at a September
25 meeting of the library&rsquo;s governing board that she would retire,
effective December 1. A matter-of-fact library press release
[http://www.saclibrary.org/about_lib/news_releases/nr_detail.cfm?recordID=2
23] announcing the retirement made no mention of the controversy in which
Gold has been embroiled, and the Sacramento Bee reported September 26
that Gold, 59, had told the board, &ldquo;I&rsquo;ve long planned to
retire when I reached 60, and that&rsquo;s around the corner for
me.&rdquo;...
American Libraries Online, Sept. 26; Sacramento (Calif.) Public Library,
Sept. 25
ALA News
===========================================================================
ALA&#8217;s 2009 budget
[http://discuss.ala.org/marginalia/2008/10/01/treasurer-and-executive-direc
tor-talk-about-the-fy-2009-budget/]
ALA Treasurer Rod Hersberger and Executive Director Keith Michael Fiels
write: “Last week, the ALA Council raised the question of what steps the
Association was taking to deal with the impact of the current financial
crisis. Executive Director Keith Michael Fiels&rsquo;s response to
Council briefly outlined the steps that are being taken in anticipation
of what will certainly be a tough year for libraries and ALA. We want to
take the opportunity to expand on those comments and to talk more
specifically about the Fiscal Year 2009 budget.”...
ALA Marginalia, Oct. 1
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[http://abclocal.go.com/wls/video?id=6416150]Judy Blume on Banned Books
Week [http://abclocal.go.com/wls/video?id=6416150]
Author Judy Blume discusses book challenges and ALA’s Banned Books Week
on Chicago TV (4:12). “It’s so contagious,” Blume said, “this fear that
leads to trying to ban books. If libraries gave in to all the requests to
ban books, what would we have left? Fun with Dick and Jane?”...
WLS-TV, Chicago, Sept. 26
[http://picasaweb.google.com/dcstone1/2008Readout?authkey=q4TXruLyGZ8#52513
28318285266370]Authors take a stand against the ban
[http://www.chicagotribune.com/business/chi-banned-books-week-both-28sep28,
0,4133686.story]
Dozens gathered at Pioneer Court in downtown Chicago September 27 to hear
authors read their controversial works and celebrate the right for books
to exist, even if some find them offensive. The Banned Books Week
Read-Out! [http://blogs.ala.org/oif.php?p=2942&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1]
event, cosponsored by ALA, the McCormick Freedom Museum, and the Chicago Tribune, marked the 27th
observance of Banned Books Week. “What we’re basically saying is our
rights are fragile,” said Judith Krug, director of the ALA Office for
Intellectual Freedom....
Chicago Tribune, Sept. 28; OIF Blog, Sept. 30
Why Banned Books Week matters
[http://everybodyslibraries.com/2008/09/29/why-banned-books-week-matters/]
John Mark Ockerbloom (University of Pennsylvania) writes: “Banned Books
Week is really about two different, but related, things. The first of
these, the focus of sites like Amnesty International
[http://www.amnestyusa.org/events/banned-books-week/page.do?id=1101492&n1=5
&n2=50&n3=1611] (right), deals with attempts to restrict who is allowed
to speak about what matters to them. But the banned books lists
you&rsquo;ll find in many libraries and bookstores are often full of
classics and popular titles sold widely in bookstores and online. The
bans that dominate the ALA lists are the obverse of publication bans:
They&rsquo;re attempts to restrict who is allowed to hear about what
matters to them.”...
Everybody’s Libraries, Sept. 29
[http://www.flickr.com/photos/alastaff/2898445131/]Banned Books Week in
Second Life [http://www.virtual.ala.org/virtualpresence/?p=28]
Many events are scheduled for ALA Island in Second Life for the 2008
Banned Books Week. Locations are subject to change, so see this blog
and/or the (new!) ALA Island Facebook Fan Page
[http://www.new.facebook.com/pages/ALA-Island/27005732898] for the latest
information....
Virtual Presence, Sept. 29
[http://www.flickr.com/photos/alastaff/2898332757/]Name the Garden
Contest [http://www.virtual.ala.org/virtualpresence/?p=44]
ALA needs your help to name our beautiful new garden on ALA Island in
Second Life, designed and built by Jedda Zenovka. Submit your garden name
suggestions via note card to Second Life avatar Kay Tairov by 8 a.m. SLT,
October 4. Be sure you also include your SL Name on your card. The winner
will receive the real-life READ Poster of their choice from ALA
Graphics....
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Virtual Presence, Sept. 29
Redirects, bookmarks, and the ALA website
[http://itts.ala.org/update/2008/09/26/oh-those-redirects-and-your-bookmark
s/]
ALA Senior Usability Officer Louise Gruenberg writes: “It is impossible
to make a souffle without cracking some eggs. We are in the process of
transforming 60,000 pages so that any of them that link through the left
navigation end in index.xml. But 60,000 redirects are far more than we
have the staff to make, and what that many would do to website speed
makes me cringe. Now that the site has been launched, we can analyze the
404s (page not found) to help us determine which redirects are really
needed.”...
ITTS Update, Sept. 29
A greener ALA election coming
[http://discuss.ala.org/marginalia/2008/09/30/a-greener-election-coming/]
Association, division, and round table nominating committees are still
assembling their slates for the ALA ballot next spring—and you can still
petition [http://cs.ala.org/petition/login/login.cfm] to be on the
Council ballot—but there are changes coming. Faced with a tight budget
for the coming year, and seeking to be more environmentally aware, the
Executive Board made the decision to conduct the election online. We will
soon be asking all ALA members to provide us with an email address or
verify that the one we have on file is accurate....
ALA Marginalia, Sept. 30
Lawyers for Libraries training in Los Angeles
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/September200
8/OIFlflla.cfm]
ALA will present a &ldquo;Lawyers for Libraries&rdquo; Training Institute
February 20, 2009, in Los Angeles. The institute is primarily intended to
equip attorneys with tools they need to effectively defend the First
Amendment in libraries. In addition, a panel of librarians will discuss
their real-world experiences with creating and enforcing library
policies....
AL Focus
===========================================================================
2008 Reforma National Conference
[http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/2008-reforma-national-conference-promoting-l
ibrary-services-latinos-and-spanish-speakers]
This overview (1:31) of the Reforma National Conference, held September
18–21 in El Paso, Texas, features musicians at the exhibit hall opening,
conversations with Author Luncheon speaker Diana Washington Valdez and
former ALA President Carol Brey-Casiano, a tour of the Biblioteca de la
Universidad Autónoma de Ciudad Juárez, Mexico, and music and dance under
the stars at the Awards Banquet....
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Featured review: Media
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=2938793]
Confronting Death: A Christian Approach to the End of Life with Walter
Wangerin Jr. July 2008. 60 min. Paraclete, DVD (978-1-55725-597-6).
Seated in his book-lined study, author and Valparaiso University lecturer
Walter Wangerin Jr. speaks frankly about his cancer and talks about
facing death from a Christian perspective. Wangerin begins by describing
the diagnosis and the effect of his illness on his close-knit family.
Although his looming death has made him intensely aware of everything
around him, he understands that his wife and other family members, as
caregivers and survivors, may be dwelling on the future without him and
the emptiness they face. Wangerin shares ways to comfort both patient and
family as they begin the grieving process....

Read Book Group Buzz for National Reading Group Month
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/September200
8/BooklistBuzz.cfm]
The Booklist blog Book Group Buzz,
[http://bookgroupbuzz.booklistonline.com/] which provides helpful and
entertaining information to reading groups, has been selected as the
official partner blog by the Women&rsquo;s National Book Association for
its second National Reading Group Month
[http://www.nationalreadinggroupmonth.com/index.html] in October. Book
Group Buzz addresses the growing interest in adult and youth book-group
related news expressed by librarians, general readers, authors and
publishers, with regular posts by a selected group of expert contributors
from around the country....
@ Visit Booklist Online [http://www.booklistonline.com] for other reviews
and much more....

Division News
===========================================================================
ACRL podcast: Greening Seattle
[http://www.acrl.ala.org/acrlinsider/2008/09/23/acrl-podcast-greening-seatt
le/]
In this podcast (5:36), ACRL 14th National Conference Virtual Conference
Committee Co-Chair Scott Walter and Green Conference Planning Committee
members Juliet Kerico and Karen Munro discuss environmentally sustainable
practices at next year&rsquo;s Seattle conference....
ACRL Insider, Sept. 23
Tools to promote Teen Read Week
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/September200
8/YALSATRWtools.cfm]
As Teen Read Week 2008 approaches, YALSA offers several tools aimed at
helping librarians, booksellers, educators, and others promote events in
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their libraries, stores, schools, and communities. Teen Read Week will be
celebrated October 12&ndash;18. Anyone planning an event in honor of Teen
Read Week should visit the YALSA wiki
[http://wikis.ala.org/yalsa/index.php/Teen_Read_Week#Teen_Read_Week_Events_
Across_the_U.S] and list their own events. Registration is required to
edit the wiki, but it only takes a few minutes....
Sign up by October 3 for YALSA Symposium
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/September200
8/YALSAsymposiumadvregends.cfm]
Advanced registration ends October 3 for the inaugural Young Adult
Literature Symposium, November 7&ndash;9, at the Millennium Maxwell House
Hotel in Nashville, Tennessee. Registrants will save more than 10% over
onsite registration fees....
The ALSC 2008 National Institute in Salt Lake City
[http://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/?p=566]
Allison G. Kaplan writes: “What a great first experience! There were
about 250 participants from across the country (and even one from
Bermuda). I&rsquo;m not going to provide a play-by-play account of the
activities, but I will say that from Thursday afternoon through Saturday
morning, there was more information disseminated, more networking done,
and more expertise shared than I have seen in a long time.”...
ALSC Blog, Sept. 24
Awards
===========================================================================
Sara Jaffarian Award recognizes programming excellence
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/September200
8/PPOjaffarian.cfm]
The ALA Public Programs Office is now accepting nominations for the 2009
Sara Jaffarian School Library Program Award for Exemplary Humanities
Programming. School libraries, public or private, that serve children in
any combination of grades K–8 and have conducted humanities programs
during the 2007–2008 school year are eligible. Apply by December 1....
SirsiDynix ALA-APA award for improving salaries
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/September200
8/APAaward.cfm]
The ALA–Allied Professional Association seeks nominees for a $5,000
award, courtesy of SirsiDynix. Nominees will include individuals and
organizations that have made a positive change in the salaries or status
of librarians or support staff. Nominations are due by December 12....
University of Missouri SISLT supports Spectrum Scholar
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/September200
8/OFDmissouri.cfm]
The University of Missouri School of Information Science and Learning
Technologies will provide $5,000 in matching scholarship funds to Nicole
Head, a 2008 ALA Spectrum Scholarship winner pursuing a master&rsquo;s
degree in library science and library media certification. The University
of Missouri has offered matching scholarships to Spectrum recipients in
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their graduate program in library and information science since 1999....
YALSA names Spectrum Scholar, two Emerging Leaders
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/September200
8/YALSAspectrum.cfm]
As part of its commitment to furthering young adult librarianship, YALSA
chose its first Spectrum Scholar as well as two Emerging Leaders for
2009. Jamie Young is the division&rsquo;s Spectrum Scholar, and Carla
Land and Katherine Voss are the Emerging Leaders....
YALSA offers $34,000 in grants
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/September200
8/YALSAgrants.cfm]
YALSA will offer more than $34,000 worth of grants and awards to YALSA
members. Division members can use the awards to attend ALA Annual
Conference for the first time, start a research program, add to their
library&rsquo;s collection, and much more....
Carnegie-Whitney grants
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/September200
8/PublishingCarenegieWhitney.cfm]
The ALA Publishing Committee provides a grant of up to $5,000 for the
preparation of print or electronic reading lists, indexes, or other
guides to library resources that promote reading or the use of library
resources at any type of library. Apply by November 3....
Apply for the WNBA Eastman grant
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/September200
8/PublishingWNBA.cfm]
The Women’s National Book Association sponsors the WNBA Eastman Grant,
which offers up to $750 for a librarian to take a course or participate
in an institute devoted to aspects of publishing as a profession. The
grant honors Ann Heidbreder Eastman, who was an active and prominent
member of both ALA and the WNBA. Applications are due by November 3....
Five libraries to receive National Medal
[http://www.imls.gov/news/2008/092908.shtm]
First Lady Laura Bush will award five museums and five libraries the 2008
National Medal for Museum and Library Service, the nation’s highest
honor, at a White House ceremony on October 7. The libraries are the Jane
Stern Dorado Community Library, Puerto Rico; Kansas City (Mo.) Public
Library (right); Miami-Dade (Fla.) Public Library System; Skidompha
Library in Damariscotta, Maine; and Skokie (Ill.) Public Library....
Institute of Museum and Library Services, Sept. 29
[http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GVU2yNIYL5o]Round Rock library video wins
Texas award
[http://www.roundrocktexas.gov/home/index.asp?page=10&recordid=1181&returnu
rl=index.asp?page=10]
Last year’s Round Rock (Tex.) Public Library&rsquo;s Summer Reading video
[http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GVU2yNIYL5o] (3:07), “Sail Away with
Books,” recently won first place for Special Audience Programming in the
2008 Texas Association of Telecommunications Officers and Advisors
Programming Awards. The video helped promote the library&rsquo;s Summer
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Reading program to elementary schools. Brooks Bennett, RRPL technology
specialist, shot and edited the video, and Lucas Miller, the “Singing
Zoologist,” performed his title song
[http://www.tsl.state.tx.us/ld/projects/trc/2007/manual/themesong.html]....
City of Round Rock, Sept. 29; YouTube; Texas Reading Club
Seen Online
===========================================================================
Economy expected to take a toll on charitable giving
[http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/30/business/30foundations.html]
To the list of big losers in the turmoil on Wall Street, add these: some
big foundations. A family foundation set up by Richard S. Fuld Jr.,
Lehman Brothers&rsquo; chair and chief executive, gave away about $5
million in 2006. The Fulds are still on the philanthropy scene, and are
among the cochairs at the New York Public Library&rsquo;s annual
Library Lions benefit [http://www.nypl.org/librarylions/] on November 3.
Also, the Starr Foundation has pledged $7.5 million over five years
beginning in 2006 to the New York Public Library, and a library spokesman
said it was on track to meet its pledges....
New York Times, Sept. 29
The vampires come back to Capistrano
[http://www.ocregister.com/articles/books-school-series-2175239-district-li
brary]
A series of fantasy novels about a vampire and his teenage girlfriend
were banned September 26 from middle school libraries in the San Juan
Capistrano (Calif.) Unified School District over concerns about
age-appropriate content, but reinstated the following week without
explanation. Books in Stephenie Meyer’s popular “Twilight” series were
ordered removed from the district’s 12 middle schools in an email sent to
library staff from Linda Meyers, an instructional materials specialist
for the district....
Orange County (Calif.) Register, Sept. 30
Nineteen Minutes
[http://www.myjournalcourier.com/news/novel_19862___article.html/board_oks.
html]
Despite some recent controversy, the novel Nineteen Minutes by Jodi
Picoult will remain on the shelves of the Beardstown (Ill.) High School
library. The school board voted unanimously September 24 to follow the
recommendation of the library committee and return to the library the
novel, which, according to a detractor, has some &ldquo;R-rated&rdquo;
content. However, the book will be held in the high school section of the
library and may only be checked out with a parent&rsquo;s permission....
Jacksonville (Ill.) Journal-Courier, Sept. 24
TTYL [http://www.kxan.com/Global/story.asp?S=9073519&nav=0s3cYe5F]
A group of Round Rock, Texas, parents are outraged that students have
access to a book in a middle school library that discusses sex, porn,
booze, and an inappropriate teacher-student relationship. Parents of one
sixth-grade student started a petition to move the book, Lauren Myracle’s
TTYL, to a space where more sensitive material would be placed. School
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District Public Relations Director JoyLynn Occhiuzzi said, “This is the
first complaint we’ve received about this particular book.”...
KXAN-TV, Austin, Tex., Sept. 26
Nick and Norah stays on the shelf [http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=238212]
Nick and Norah’s Infinite Playlist has been off the shelves in the Geneva
(Ill.) Public Library since the beginning of August, as a staff committee
considered a patron’s challenge about whether the book is appropriate
reading for teenagers. But library administrator Matt Teske reported
September 25 that he agrees with the recommendation to put it back on the
shelves of the teen fiction section of the library. Patrons of any age
can check it out....
Arlington Heights (Ill.) Daily Herald, Sept. 26
takes special skills
[http://www.courant.com/news/education/hc-huck0924.artsep24,0,2378996.story
]
Nine months ago, the Manchester, Connecticut, school system began
navigating the choppy waters of teaching Twain’s most admired and
vilified book, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. One parent complained,
and the book was removed from the reading list. Now after months of
study, the school system is training 11 high school teachers in how to
teach the novel in a broader context that includes discussions of Twain’s
era, satire, white privilege, diversity, and social change. The teachers
are to receive two days of training before bringing the book back to
classes next month....
Hartford (Conn.) Courant, Sept. 24
Philip Pullman defiant over U.S. challenges
[http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2008/sep/29/philip.pullman.northern.lights
]
Author Philip Pullman revealed he was delighted to discover his novel The
Golden Compass was one of the most challenged titles of the year in
America, with numerous calls made to have it removed from libraries. The
children’s novel was the fourth most challenged book in 2007. Pullman
said his immediate response was “glee” and that banning a book on
religious grounds was “the worst reason of the lot.” Take The Guardian’s
Banned Book Quiz
[http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/quiz/2008/sep/26/banned.books.quiz]....
The Guardian (U.K.), Sept. 29–30
Reading shouldn&#8217;t be a numbers game
[http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/la-oe-powers30-2008sep30,0,4605947.sto
ry]
Regina Powers writes: “School has started. I can tell because frazzled
parents drag their embarrassed children up to the reference desk at my
library to ask, ‘Where are the 5th-grade books? We need a 5.6 level
that’s worth at least 7 points.’ I avoid frustrating both parties with an
explanation of how the Dewey decimal system works, and ask the child,
‘What do you like to read?’ The response from both adult and child is all
too often a blank expression.”...
Los Angeles Times, Sept. 30
Senate passes bill creating copyright czar
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[http://blog.wired.com/27bstroke6/2008/09/senate-passes-b.html]
U.S. lawmakers approved the creation of a cabinet-level position of
copyright czar as part of sweeping intellectual property enforcement
legislation that sailed through the Senate September 26. However, a
controversial measure granting the Justice Department the authority to
sue copyright infringers on behalf of Hollywood and the music industry
was removed after the White House lobbied against assuming those new
powers.”...
Threat Level, Sept. 26
Orphan works bill moribund
[http://blog.wired.com/27bstroke6/2008/09/orphan-works-co.html]
Lost in the House of Representatives’ push to pass $700-billion bailout
legislation is the Orphan Works Act of 2008. The Senate passed the
measure (S.2913) September 26 and sent it to the House (H.R. 5889), where
it landed dead on arrival. Lobbyists believe the House won’t take it up
again, at least not until after the November elections. Dozens of
copyright stakeholder groups opposed the act, saying that it would
encourage infringement....
Threat Level, Sept. 30
Reward offered for stolen library statue
[http://www.newsday.com/news/local/suffolk/ny-listat1002,0,929082.story]
The Suffolk County police are offering a reward of up to $5,000 for
anyone who can help detectives track down those responsible for stealing
a bronze memorial statue from the Commack (N.Y.) Public Library. Sometime
during the night of September 25–26, the statue commemorating Shana Kay,
a local teen who died suddenly in 2005, was stolen from the entrance of
the library. A beloved fixture, the statue commemorated Kay’s love of
reading....
Long Island (N.Y.) Newsday, Oct. 1
Ohio joint-use library branch will close to the public
[http://www.snponline.com/articles/2008/09/27/multiple_papers/schools/allgc
libra_20080924_1137am_2.txt]
After 22 years of failed levies and a continued decrease in state
funding, Southwest Public Libraries of Franklin County, Ohio, are being
forced to close one of their branches. The Central Crossing Library in
Grove City, which represents a rare partnership between library and
school districts, will cease to be a public library at the end of this
school year. Since 2002, the library has operated as a high school
library during the day and a public library in the evenings and on
Saturdays....
Columbus (Ohio) Local News, Sept. 24
West Point opens new hall of learning
[http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/25/nyregion/25west.html]
The new library on the campus of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point,
New York, dedicated September 24 as Thomas Jefferson Hall, is meant to
show a commitment to modernization. It was completed after more than 10
years of planning and construction at a cost of $65 million, and it took
a hard fight to get the funds at a time when the military is fighting
expensive wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. The most striking aspect of the
building is its use of glass, including 8,000 glass bricks that form a
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glass curtain on the north side....
New York Times, Sept. 24
IUPUI leads the way in digital depositories
[http://www.indystar.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080929/LOCAL18/809290
359]
Libraries are taking a leading role in working to save important online
texts, videos, audio, and photos from vanishing as websites change and
die. Indiana University–Purdue University Indianapolis in particular has
developed a national reputation for building these online databases.
IUPUI has four of them, which is more than most universities. Two that
launched recently also store content from outside organizations, a step
beyond what most universities do....
Indianapolis Star, Sept. 29
Westport librarians miss Paul Newman
[http://blogs.reuters.com/fanfare/2008/09/27/paul-newmans-death-casts-pallover-hollywood/]
At the Westport (Conn.) Public Library where Newman and his wife of 50
years, Joanne Woodward, were often seen, Reference Librarian Nancy Clark
said she set up a display [http://www.westportlibrary.org/] of all his
books, movies, and biographies as a tribute. “We are all terribly sad,”
said Clark. “Once this sinks in it is going to hit the community
terribly.”...
Reuters Fan Fare blog, Sept. 27
Bancroft Library returns to UC Berkeley
[http://www.contracostatimes.com/ci_10550420]
The University of California, Berkeley is about halfway through its
11-week move back into the Bancroft, where three years and millions of
dollars worth of renovations are giving some of the world’s rarest books
and manuscripts a significantly classier home than they had before.
Greeting those materials upon their homecoming is a Bancroft that just
barely resembles its predecessor. The entry rotunda has a new marble
floor and a gold-leafed dome, and the renovation turned a nine-story
library into a five-story one....
Walnut Creek (Calif.) Contra Costa Times, Sept. 24
New twist in battle to stop Welsh rare book sale
[http://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/2008/09/27/new-twist-in-battl
e-to-stop-rare-books-sale-91466-21911557/]
Senior city councilors in Cardiff, Wales, are reexamining whether their
planned auction of rare items held by local public libraries is in the
best interests of the city. The plan was to sell the books to raise money
for improvements in library services. Cardiff University officials said
[http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/wales/south_east/7631303.stm] they
hoped to find funding to house and look after some of the oldest and
rarest Welsh books....
South Wales Echo, Sept. 27; BBC News, Sept. 24
Tech Talk
===========================================================================
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Apple threatens iTunes shutdown
[http://blog.wired.com/music/2008/10/thursdays-copyr.html]
Apple has threatened to shut down the iTunes music store if the
three-person Copyright Royalty Board appointed by the Librarian of
Congress increases the royalties paid to publishers and songwriters by
six cents per song. The board is scheduled to hand down its decision on
these rates by October 2. Music publishers had asked the board to
increase the royalties paid to publishers and songwriters for the sale of
digital downloads from 9 cents to 15 cents per song....
Listening Post, Oct. 1
Firefox 3: Eight things you didn&#8217;t know you could do
[http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,2331278,00.asp]
Logan Kugler writes: “The latest version of Mozilla’s popular open-source
browser enjoyed one of the most successful launches in software history,
with a record-setting 8.2 million downloads the first day it was
available. With the ability to drastically expand the browser’s functions
using plug-in extensions and Greasemonkey scripts, many of Firefox 3’s
built-in features are overlooked. Here are eight handy things you can do,
ranging from tiny tweaks to hugely powerful capabilities, all with nary
an extension to install.”...
PC Magazine, Sept. 29
[http://www.laterloop.com/]11 tools to help you save sites for reading
later [http://mashable.com/2008/09/15/offline-website-reading/]
Palin Ningthoujam writes: “Sometimes we discover interesting websites
that we want to save to check out later because we&rsquo;re busy with
other tasks. For such occasions, there is a new breed of browser add-ons,
bookmarklets, and special bookmarking services available to help save
those URLs and retrieve them easily later. Here are 11 of them.”...
Mashable, Sept. 15
[http://www.xpenser.com/]Top 18 new money management sites
[http://www.wallstreetfighter.com/2008/09/18-web-2.0-money-management-sites
.html]
Web 2.0 technology has given rise to many new money management tools and
services that make keeping track of personal finances easy. If you have
never used a Web 2.0 money management tool or service, don’t miss out on
all the advantages they offer. Here’s a monster list of 18 of the top Web
2.0 finance services currently available in a variety of specialized
fields ranging from online banking, personal finance, investing, business
tools, shared bills, and housing prices. Be sure to fully investigate all
the features and security details....
Wall Street Fighter, Sept. 23
[http://www.flickr.com/photos/shifted/2886821191/]Need to plug in while
traveling? Marriott&#8217;s A/V panel has it
[http://theshiftedlibrarian.com/archives/2008/09/25/a-plug-for-marriotts-be
cause-they-plugged-me-in.html]
Jenny Levine writes: “The New Orleans Marriott Metairie had the most
awesome, techno room I&rsquo;ve ever stayed in. What actually made me
gasp out loud was the A/V panel. Apparently this is part of a service
called Plug into Marriott [http://pluginmarriott.com/], and it&rsquo;s a
traveling geek&rsquo;s dream come true. The panel has four
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surge-protected outlets, an ethernet port, an audio-in port, RCA jacks,
an S-Video port, a computer video port, and even a memory card reader.
And the hotel provides all the cables.”...
The Shifted Librarian, Sept. 25
Test your website&#8217;s usability: A checklist
[http://www.virtualhosting.com/blog/2008/test-your-website-a-57-point-check
list-for-maximum-usability/]
Jessica Hupp writes: “So you’ve got a website, but do you know whether
it’s usable or not? The answer to this question can make the difference
between a successful site and one that’s just ignored. Go through this
checklist to make sure your site is up to snuff.”...
Virtual Hosting, Sept. 4
Yale to investigate topic modeling
[http://www.library.yale.edu/librarynews/2008/09/library_receives_grant_to_
inve.html]
Yale University Library has received a National Leadership Grant from the
Institute of Museum and Library Services to improve the searchability and
usability of digital library and museum collections through topic
modeling. Topic modeling is a relatively new text-mining technique that
can be used to extract semantic topics from any large collection of text
items. Investigators will apply the concept to three important classes of
digital library resources: full-text books, images with descriptive
metadata, and tagged images....
Yale University Library, Sept. 29

Publishing
===========================================================================
[http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/video/2008/09/29/VI2008092900
928.html?sid=ST2008092802773]Writers on display at National Book Festival
[http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/28/AR20080928
02570.html]
Bob Thompson writes: “There are hard ways and easy ways to get ideas for
books, and both were on display September 27 at the National Book
Festival on the Mall. The hard ones involved such things as surviving car
bombings in Baghdad and hiding in a tiny bathroom for three months during
the Rwandan genocide. As for the easy ones . . . well, all Neil Gaiman
had to do was carry his son’s tricycle down some stairs.” Watch the video
[http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/video/2008/09/29/VI2008092900
928.html?sid=ST2008092802773] (3:39)....
Washington Post, Sept. 29
The Jewel of Medina
[http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/30/arts/30arts-ATTACKWONTST_BRF.html]
A firebomb [http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/29/world/europe/29jewel.html]
was apparently pushed through the mail slot in the home of Martin Rynja,
the publisher of Gibson Square in London, September 27. Rynja says he is
going ahead with plans to publish The Jewel of Medina, a novel about the
early life of A&rsquo;isha, a wife of the Prophet Muhammad. The
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book&rsquo;s original American publisher, Random House, canceled
publication after being warned that the novel might inflame Muslim
extremists....
New York Times, Sept. 28–29
The top 10 most disturbing novels
[http://listverse.com/literature/top-10-most-disturbing-novels/]
Jamie Frater writes: “Not everyone has the stomach for disturbing
literature, but there is such a large amount of writing in the genre that
everyone should give it at least one try. This list will help to
introduce you to the darker side of novels—the disturbing, macabre, and
oftentimes downright sick. The only rule to this list is that the book
must be a work of fiction. If you think something has been left off the
list, leave a comment.”...
The List Universe, Sept. 29
EBSCO Publishing introduces Research Starters
[http://www.ebscohost.com/uploads/thisTopic-dbTopic-1080.pdf] (PDF file)
EBSCO is introducing a series of databases designed to provide
researchers and students with a starting point for their research and
assignments. Research Starters
[http://www.ebscohost.com/thisTopic.php?marketID=1&topicID=1067] are
topic overviews, relevant to key areas of academic study, including links
to key articles in associated EBSCOhost databases. Each Research Starters
database initially consists of 500 topics with approximately 25–50 new
topics added each year, as well as an exclusive collection of summary
articles written by subject-matter experts....
EBSCO Publishing, Sept. 23
===========================================================================
[http://americanlibrariesbuyersguide.com]
===========================================================================
Actions & Answers
===========================================================================
Hennen&#8217;s 2008 public library ratings published
[http://www.haplr-index.com/]
New data for 2008 was added to Hennen’s American Public Library Ratings
website October 1. Developed by Thomas J. Hennen Jr., the 2008 HAPLR
edition rates over 9,000 public libraries in the United States using the
latest federal data. Libraries are rated, scored, and ranked on 15 input
and output measures. HAPLR 2008 is also featured in the October issue of
American Libraries, where the ratings have been profiled since 1999....
HAPLR Index, Oct. 1
A friendly suggestion
[http://doug-johnson.squarespace.com/blue-skunk-blog/2008/9/23/blocked-byte
s-week.html]
Doug Johnson writes: “Banned Books Week is a good thing. Let’s keep Harry
Potter on the shelves. But if we are truly committed to the Freedom to
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Read, what we really need is: Blocked Bytes Week. Celebrate the Freedom
from Filters, September 27–October 4, 2008. Americans need the freedom to
read more than just books.”...
Blue Skunk Blog, Sept. 23
[http://www.afterschoolchicago.org/]Chicago&#8217;s new after-school
website [http://abclocal.go.com/wls/story?section=resources&id=6411489]
Chicago Mayor Richard M. Daley rolled out an interactive website in
September that will help youths and their families research and choose
from thousands of different after-school programs located throughout
Chicago. After-School Chicago [http://www.afterschoolchicago.org/] is one
of the most comprehensive websites of its kind in the nation and will
include a diverse variety of afternoon, evening, and weekend program
options that span organizations including the city’s Department of
Children and Youth Services, Chicago Public Schools, and the Chicago
Public Library....
WLS-TV, Chicago, Sept. 24
A Reluctant Reader&#8217;s Bill of Rights
[http://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/?p=572]
Kiera Parrott writes: “I often find myself invoking Daniel Pennac&rsquo;s
Reader's Bill of Rights when encouraging reluctant readers. The right to
skip pages, the right to browse, and the right to reread are all tenets
that have helped me begin to unite young readers with books they will
enjoy. However, I found myself wanting more. I posted the idea of a
Reluctant Reader&rsquo;s Bill of Rights on my personal blog and
encouraged visitors to add their own additions. Here’s what we came up
with.”...
ALSC Blog, Sept. 26
SETDA report calls for refocus in science education
[http://www.thejournal.com/articles/23328]
A new report (PDF file
[http://www.setda.org/c/document_library/get_file?folderId=270&name=DLFE-25
7.pdf]) issued September 23 by the State Educational Technology Directors
Association is calling for sweeping changes to bolster science,
technology, education, and math (STEM) education in the United States.
Citing an impending shortfall in scientists, engineers, and
mathematicians in this country, the report highlights the need to expose
children to STEM early and to integrate these subjects throughout the
curriculum, beginning as early as kindergarten....
T.H.E. Journal, Sept. 25
[http://www.mhl.org/]Libraries are getting greener
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/September200
8/CampaignEnvironmental.cfm]
Libraries are blogging, hosting movie screenings, and discussion groups
to promote awareness of the benefits of going green. Throughout October,
the Memorial Hall Library of Andover, Massachusetts, will host Go Green @
your library, a series of four weekly programs (right) focusing on
environmentalism. And this past summer the Goshen (N.Y.) Public Library
and Historical Society offered a series of environmental events,
including &ldquo;Transforming Trash to Treasure,&rdquo; during which
participants used recycled glass jars to create a decorative candle
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holder....
Partner with a local business
[http://plablog.org/2008/09/partner-your-library-with-local-businesses.html
]
Nate Hill writes: “I&rsquo;ve had a couple of recent successes partnering
my library with local businesses here in Brooklyn, and I thought
I&rsquo;d share them with you all. With the economy in a tight spot, I
have no doubt that many library systems and small businesses out there
see themselves in quite a pickle. Partnering with new, budding businesses
is a great way to bring energy and diversity to your programming
portfolio, and a really nice way to lend them some of that library
feel-good PR.”...
PLA Blog, Sept. 30
AIDS outreach and Second Life
[http://www.alliancelibrarysystem.com/article.cfm?id=383]
The National Library of Medicine has awarded the Alliance Library System
in East Peoria, Illinois, a $60,000 grant for a project entitled “AIDS
Information and Outreach in the Virtual World of Second Life.” The
project includes the creation of a new island with a community AIDS/HIV
library and resource center where where narratives about the AIDS/HIV
experience can be shared through art, audio, video, poetry, and essays....
Alliance Library System, Sept. 29
GMU sued by Reuters over Zotero
[http://dltj.org/article/endnote-zotero-lawsuit/]
Peter Murray writes: “Thomson Reuters is suing George Mason University to
stop distribution of the newest version of Zotero,
[http://www.zotero.org/] a Firefox browser plug-in for managing citation
data. Reuters is claiming (PDF file
[http://www.courthousenews.com/2008/09/17/ReutersvVirginia.pdf]) that GMU
is violating the terms of its license agreement by including a function
in Zotero that will convert citation styles from its proprietary EndNote
[http://www.endnote.com/] format to a format that can be used by Zotero.
Reuters also is asking for $10 million in damages for destroying the EndNote
customer base. Since GMU is a state institution, the Commonwealth of
Virginia is also named in the suit.”...
Disruptive Library Technology Jester, Sept. 27; Courthouse News Service
Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade Database
[http://blog.historians.org/resources/613/trans-atlantic-slave-trade-databa
se]
Elisabeth Grant writes: “From datasets to CD-ROM to online project, the
Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade Database [http://www.slavevoyages.org/] was
decades in the making. And it was time well spent. Voyages (the website
of the project) allows users to experience information on nearly 35,000
slave voyages through a clean and well-designed interface. Visitors
should start off by reviewing the Guide to Understanding and Using
the Voyages Database and Website (PDF file
[http://www.slavevoyages.org/tast/database/guide/VoyagesGuide.pdf]).”...
AHA Today, Sept. 24
Martians for Education Festival
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[http://davidsarnoff.blogspot.com/2008/09/mars-visits-martians-for-educatio
n.html]
The David Sarnoff Library in Princeton, New Jersey, is holding its first
Martians for Education Festival, October 18–29, to commemorate the 70th
anniversary of the Orson Welles “War of the Worlds” broadcast in 1938.
The event will raise funds for the library, which is devoted to the
history of radio, TV, and communications. The Princeton Public Library is
helping out by hosting a talk on the 1938 broadcast and its effect on
society, and the Plainsboro Historical Society will run trolley tours of
sites related to the alleged landing....
David Sarnoff Library Blog, Sept. 29
Yale preserves bin Laden tapes
[http://www.yaledailynews.com/articles/view/25364]
Yale University is currently in the midst of processing, preserving, and
archiving 1,500 audiotapes recorded in bin Laden&rsquo;s Afghanistan
headquarters from 1988 through 2000&mdash;a collection that includes
recordings of everything from celebrations after militant actions to
religious sermons to bin Laden&rsquo;s poetry. The university has already
digitized 335 of the tapes and will have the rest of the project
completed in a few years....
Yale Daily News, Sept. 25
Libraries of Early America logo contest
[http://www.librarything.com/blog/2008/09/design-logo-win-some-goodies.php]
Jeremy Dibbell writes: “We’re looking for a logo to use with our new
LibraryThing project, Libraries of Early America
[http://www.librarything.com/groups/PLEA]. Very ambitiously, we intend to
LT-catalog all known American libraries from before about 1825 (you’d be
amazed at how many there are). We are focusing on individual and family
libraries for the time being, but may look to expand that in the future.”
The deadline for submitting a logo is October 15....
LibraryThing Blog, Sept. 30
Trustee trouble [http://www.wyominglibraries.org/trusteetrouble.html]
The Wyoming State Library has created a series of 10 videos that discuss
general problems that new library trustees face. In “Trustee Trouble: The
Misadventures of a New Library Board Member,” laugh and learn along with
Dan (right), a new library trustee, as he muddles through his first year
on the library board. Each video segment deals with such topics as
meetings, finances, policies, and planning. Episodes also feature a
discussion section so trustees can understand the do’s and don’ts of good
board behavior....
Wyoming State Library, Sept. 25
[http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uyPDHh4d1Xo&eurl=]The Internet Overdose
Song [http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uyPDHh4d1Xo&eurl=]
Rhett and Link are long-time friends who make web videos for a living.
They call it internetainment. This one is a song (2:32) about how things
were much simpler online back in 2006—before video blogs, digg, and
Twitter: “Lately I’ve been signing up on so many sites I’ve had to hire a
full-time password guy.”...
YouTube, Sept. 8
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===========================================================================
To unsubscribe from this newsletter: click here [<%=
edition.unsubscribeLink %>]
===========================================================================
[http://www.ala.org/ala/conferencesevents/upcoming/midwinter/home.cfm]
ALA Midwinter Meeting,
[http://www.ala.org/ala/conferencesevents/upcoming/midwinter/2009/faq.cfm]
Denver, January 23–28. Registration
[http://www.ala.org/ala/conferencesevents/upcoming/midwinter/2009/registrat
ion.cfm] and housing
[http://www.ala.org/ala/conferencesevents/upcoming/midwinter/2009/travel.cf
m#hotels] for the meeting are now open. If you have already registered
for the Bundled Registration you may now go back into your registration
and add any pre-conferences, Midwinter Institutes, or special events (PDF
file
[http://www.ala.org/ala/conferencesevents/upcoming/midwinter/2009/Institute
s.pdf]) to your registration.
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog&_pn=product_detai
l&_op=2506]
Register! Read! Vote!
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog&_pn=product_detai
l&_op=2506] When Duck gets tired of working for Farmer Brown, his
political ambition eventually leads to his being elected president.
Illustrate the importance of voting with this colorful poster and
bookmark from Betsy Lewin and Doreen Cronin&rsquo;s beloved book Duck for
President. This is a great tool to teach youngsters about the election
process. NEW! From ALA Graphics.

In this issue
October 2008
Hennen’s American Public Library Ratings 2008
Libraries Connect Communities
Keeping Unproductive Employees
Rethinking the E-Rate
[http://www.cla.ca/clm08/index.htm]
The Canadian Library Association / Association canadienne des
bibliothèques has designated October as Canadian Library Month.
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/october/100108.txt[7/17/2014 1:38:54 PM]

[http://www.cla.ca/clm08/index.htm] The idea for a month dedicated to
library and information services in Canada was developed by library
partners from across the country to help raise public awareness of the
valuable role that libraries play in the lives of Canadians.
Career Leads from
[http://joblist.ala.org/]
Special Collections Digital Initiatives Librarian,
[http://joblist.ala.org/modules/jobseeker/controller.cfm?scr=jobdetail&jobi
d=11809] University of Mississippi, Oxford. Coordinates selected digital
initiatives projects regarding the overall management of the digital
intellectual output and digital conversion of Special Collections
materials. This position is a twelve-month, tenure track, assistant
professor....
@ More jobs [http://joblist.ala.org/]...

Digital Library of the Week
[http://www.gthcenter.org/exhibits/storms/1900/photosstorm/residential/G-17
71FF7.3-3.htm]
The Galveston and Texas History Center
[http://www.gthcenter.org/exhibits/storms/1900/index.html] photographic
holdings at the Rosenberg Library number close to 80,000 images. One of
the collections documents the hurricane that destroyed Galveston on
September 8, 1900, still the deadliest natural disaster in United States
history. The storm claimed upwards of 8,000 lives on Galveston Island and
several thousand more on the mainland. In Galveston, it destroyed 2,636
houses and left thousands more damaged. The city’s property losses were
estimated at $28–$30 million. The Rosenberg Library’s manuscripts,
photographs, and other archival holdings provide graphic evidence of
survivors’ storm experiences and the carnage that was left in its wake.
The library’s special collections were apparently undamaged during
Hurricane Ike in September 2008.
Do you know of a digital library collection that we can mention in this
AL Direct feature? Tell us about it. [mailto:aldirect@ala.org]

Public Perception
How the World
Sees Us
“Beware local librarians. They look innocent enough— checking out your
books; charging you 25 cents for late tomes you return at the counter.
Look again. Look closely. There’s a lot more going on behind those
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/october/100108.txt[7/17/2014 1:38:54 PM]

wire-rimmed glasses than you might think. . . . For years, I have labored
under illusions that librarians are all like Marian in the movie The
Music Man; or, at least, no worse than librarian Mary in Party Girl. But
what was I thinking? These are all Hollywood images. Hollywood is a
player in this insidious plot— putting up a smoke screen to cover
librarians’ attempts to fray and then unravel the very moral fabric of a
nation.”
?Editor-in-Chief Don Corrigan, after the South St. Louis–based Citizens
Against Pornography informed him that his Sept. 12 news report about
public support for the St. Louis County Library’s collection policies was
all wrong, in “Librarians: Throw the Book at ’Em,” Webster-Kirkwood (Mo.)
Times, Sept. 26.
[http://www.iasl-online.org/events/islm/]
October is the first International School Library Month.
[http://www.iasl-online.org/events/islm/] The International Association
of School Librarianship changed the celebration from a day to a month,
effective this year. Check out
[http://www.iasl-online.org/events/islm/2008a.htm] what others across the
world are doing to mark the importance of school libraries.

I Love My Librarian Award.
[http://www.ilovelibraries.org/lovemylibrarian/home.cfm]
School and academic librarian nominations are open through October 15. Up
to 10 librarians will win $5,000 and be recognized at an awards ceremony
hosted by The New York Times at TheTimesCenter in December.

Ask the ALA Librarian

Q. I am supposed to create my own poster promoting reading, and I thought
that there was something like that on the ALA site, but now I can’t find
it. Can you help?
A. Yes! READ mini-posters
[http://www.ala.org/ala/aboutala/hqops/publishing/graphics/READ_Mini_Poster
s.cfm] are available through the ALA website (they’re free). If you are
interested in making your own posters and other items based on ALA’s
popular Celebrity READ posters, then check out the READ CD box set,
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog&_pn=product_detai
l&_op=2426] see how to use it, and look at the creative things people are
doing with the art files. To order ALA Celebrity READ posters, go to the
ALA store. [http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_pi=453] From
the ALA Professional Tips wiki
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/october/100108.txt[7/17/2014 1:38:54 PM]

[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/READ_mini_posters_from_ALA
].
@ The ALA Librarian [mailto:AskTheLibrarian@ala.org] welcomes your
questions.

Calendar
Apply for:
By Oct. 15:
ALA seeks nominations
[http://www.ilovelibraries.org/lovemylibrarian/home.cfm] for the 2009
Carnegie/New York Times I Love My Librarian award. Nominations for school
and academic librarians run until Oct. 15.
By Oct. 16:
The Institute of Museum and Library Services seeks proposals
[http://www.imls.gov/news/2008/081308a.shtm] for 2009 Connecting to
Collections Statewide Planning Grants that address recommendations
published in the Heritage Health Index.
By Oct. 17:
ALA seeks applications
[http://www.ala.org/ala/aboutala/hqops/pio/natlibraryweek/nlwgrant.cfm]
for the 2009 Scholastic Library Publishing National Library Week Grant.
By Oct. 31:
Unshelved seeks entries for the third annual Pimp My Bookcart
[http://www.unshelved.com/pimpmybookcart/] contest. Prizes include book
trucks and Unshelved gift certificates.
By Oct. 31:
ALA and the National Endowment for the Humanities seek applications for
the second round of Picturing America [http://picturingamerica.neh.gov/]
grants, which provide a set of high-quality reproductions of 40 pieces of
American art and an illustrated teachers resource book.
By Nov. 7:
YALSA seeks entries for the Best Teen Read Week Celebration
[http://www.ala.org/teenread/] contest. Two winners will receive an
author visit from Kimberly Pauley or Geno Salvatore; five runners-up will
receive a $50 prize package.
By Nov. 14:
The Young Adult Library Services Association and ALA’s Public Programs
Office seeks applications for the Great Stories CLUB
[http://staging.ala.org/ala/aboutala/offices/ppo/programming/greatstories/c
lub.cfm] reading and discussion program.
By Jan. 30:
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/october/100108.txt[7/17/2014 1:38:54 PM]

ALA and the National Endowment for the Humanities seek applications for
We the People [http://publicprograms.ala.org/bookshelf] bookshelf grants.
This year’s Bookshelf contains books complementing the Picturing America
grant program.
@ More [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/calendar/calendar.cfm]...

Contact Us
American Libraries Direct

AL Direct is a free electronic newsletter emailed every Wednesday to
personal members of the American Library Association [http://www.ala.org].
George M. Eberhart,
Editor:
geberhart@ala.org [mailto:geberhart@ala.org]
Greg Landgraf,
Associate Editor:
glandgraf@ala.org [mailto:glandgraf@ala.org]
Leonard Kniffel,
Editor-in-Chief,
American Libraries: lkniffel@ala.org [mailto:lkniffel@ala.org]
To advertise in American Libraries Direct, contact:
Brian Searles, bsearles@ala.org [mailto:bsearles@ala.org]
Send feedback: aldirect@ala.org [mailto:aldirect@ala.org]
To unsubscribe from American Libraries Direct: click here [<%=
edition.unsubscribeLink %>]
AL Direct FAQ:
www.ala.org/aldirect/
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/aldirecta/aldirect.cfm]
All links outside the ALA website are provided for informational purposes
only. Questions about the content of any external site should be
addressed to the administrator of that site.
American Libraries
50 E. Huron St.
Chicago, IL 60611
www.ala.org/alonline/ [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/index.cfm]
800-545-2433,
ext. 4216
ISSN 1559-369X.
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/october/100108.txt[7/17/2014 1:38:54 PM]

AL Direct, October 8, 2008

Contents

The e-newsletter of the American Library Association | October 8, 2008

U.S. & World News
ALA News
AL Focus
Booklist Online
Denver Update
Division News
Awards
Seen Online
Tech Talk
Publishing
Actions & Answers
Calendar

U.S. & World News
Wrong numbers used in HAPLR report

American Libraries has discovered an unfortunate error
that invalidates the results of Hennen’s American Public
Library Ratings as published in the October 2008 issue
of the magazine of the American Library Association.
Thomas J. Hennen Jr., author of this independent study,
discovered after the issue was mailed that the figures
used in compiling the statistics were the same as those used in 2006.
The new numbers are posted on the HAPLR website. Corrected tables
also appear on the AL website (PDF file)....
American Libraries Online, Oct. 2

Virginia high schoolers rally for gay-cure
books
Groups of students and parents staged rallies and
presented some 85 books on homosexuality from a
conservative Christian perspective for inclusion in the
libraries at 11 schools in the Fairfax County (Va.)
Public School District October 2. The inspiration for
their actions came from a nationwide campaign
organized by the Colorado Springs, Colorado–based
traditional values group Focus on the Family....
American Libraries Online, Oct. 8

ALA News
Roberta Stevens, Kent
Oliver seek ALA presidency

Roberta Stevens and Kenton L. Oliver
are candidates for the 2011–2012
presidency of ALA. Stevens is
currently outreach projects and
partnerships officer at the Library of
Congress and project manager for
the National Book Festival. Oliver has
been executive director of the Stark County District Library in
Canton, Ohio, since 2001....

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/october/100808.htm[7/17/2014 1:39:01 PM]

ALA Midwinter Meeting,
Denver, January 23–28.
Each morning (Saturday,
Sunday, and Monday,
January 24–26), get up
early and attend a lively,
educational, and
innovative Sunrise
Speaker session, which
will run from 8–9:00 a.m.
Featured speakers are
Leigh Rubin, Dom
Testa, Kevin J.
Anderson, and Richard
North Patterson.
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ALA goes paperless for Spring 2009 election

ALA will hold its first completely online election in the spring. In
deciding to discontinue paper ballots, the ALA recognized the success
of the electronic balloting initiative it started five years ago. Online
balloting has also spurred member participation in the election
process. Under the new election procedure, members who have not
provided ALA with email addresses by March 1, 2009, will receive a
paper mailing containing information and instructions on how to vote
online....

ALA names Emerging Leader
participants

ALA has announced the librarians (PDF
file) who will participate in the Emerging Leaders 2009 program. The
EL program, which is in its third year, will enable more than 100
librarians from across the country to participate in project-planning
workgroups; network with peers; gain an inside look into ALA
structure; and have an opportunity to serve the profession in a
leadership capacity....

Annual survey of library
internet use

ALA encourages all public libraries to
participate in the 2008–2009 Public
Library Funding and Technology Access
online survey. The survey provides an important opportunity for
libraries to share information on their computer and internet
resources and infrastructure, as well as funding, technology training,
and other public library roles as public access technology centers in
their communities. The survey will be available through November
7....

The October 15 issue
of Booklist features a
spotlight on series
nonfiction (including
the Top 10 Ongoing
Series). A second
spotlight on business
includes Brad Hooper’s
picks of the top 10
business books, and
Sue Ellen Beauregard's
business on audio.
NEW! From Booklist.

In this issue
October 2008

“Kid Connections” in the ALA Connections Salon

The next installment in the series of ALA President Jim Rettig’s ALA
Connections Salons will be an online discussion with ALSC President
Pat Scales. The discussion, entitled “Kid Connections,” will take place
2–3 p.m. Eastern Time, October 17....

Book Links partners with
TeachingBooks.net

Starting with the September 2008 issue of
the monthly e-newsletter Quick Tips, Book Links magazine has
teamed up with TeachingBooks.net to give readers free access to
online author interviews, discussion guides, book readings, and
websites that support the titles and authors covered in each issue.
TeachingBooks.net is a time-saving portal to thousands of online
resources that support exploring children’s and YA books and their
authors....

Chris Crutcher on ALA Island

Lisa Perez writes: “On October 4, author Chris
Crutcher appeared on ALA Island in Second Life
as part of the 2008 Banned Books Week
celebration. Crutcher, one of last year’s top 10
banned authors, spoke about issues related to
intellectual freedom and censorship. As a
therapist and former administrator at an
alternative school, Chris has witnessed the damage that can be
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Libraries Connect
Communities
Dysfunctional Staff
Rethinking the ERate
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caused by children keeping harmful secrets and that books can often
provide a impetus for discussion.”...
Chicago Public Schools Department of Libraries and Information Services in Second Life,
Oct. 4

Culturally responsive library services survey

The ALA Office for Literacy and Outreach Services, the American
Indian Library Association, and the National Institutes of Tribal
Archives, Libraries, and Museums are seeking information on
multicultural services offering by all types of libraries. Take a few
minutes to fill out the survey. The deadline is October 17....

That wonderful 1911
conference

Larry Nix writes: “This postcard, which
announces the travel arrangements for
the 1911 ALA Conference in Pasadena,
California, was mailed on March 2,
1911. A report on the train trip to the
conference appeared in the June issue
of Public Libraries. The train trip included a two-day stay at the
Grand Canyon: ‘A number of the men properly garbed went down to
the river’s brink afoot and tried to look happy over it during the next
36 hours, likewise did those who rode the mules. Less active persons
sat and gazed for hours at the changing colors of the gorges,
chasms, and peaks, heedless of the lobster pink the open air
bestowed on their faces.’”...
Library History Buff

AL Focus
Banned Books Week ReadOut

Here are scenes (4:35) from the 2008
Banned Books Week Read-Out, held at
Chicago’s Pioneer Plaza September 27.
Speakers included authors Judy Blume,
Lois Lowry, Stephen Chbosky, Phyllis
Reynolds Naylor, and Luis Alberto Urrea;
a selection of challenged music
performed by Matt Ryd; interviews with Judith Krug, And Tango
Makes Three authors Peter Parnell and Justin Richardson, and ALA
President Jim Rettig; and a reading from Lauren Myracle’s TTYL by
the author, with special guests Ron Koertge and Nanette Perez....

Why not to ban books

Author Stephen Chbosky shares a letter
he received from a reader of his young
adult novel The Perks of Being a
Wallflower (4:26). Alternately funny and
moving, it demonstrates the effect that
a book can have on a life—even (and
especially) a book that some would have
removed from library shelves. Filmed at
ALA’s Banned Books Read-Out in
Chicago September 27....

LeRoy C. Merritt Humanitarian
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/october/100808.htm[7/17/2014 1:39:01 PM]

The Association for
Library and
Information Science
Education is gearing up
for its 2009 Annual
Conference in Denver,
January 20–23. The
theme is “Transforming
LIS Education for the 21st
Century: i-Create.”

Career Leads
from

Children and Teen
Sales Coordinator for
Western U.S., Baker &
Taylor. Responsible for
increasing sales
revenue of CATS
materials and services
in the public library
market. The job will
support and leverage
the existing field sales
force to assist them in
selling CATS services
and programs. The
individual will be
developing and closing
new account
opportunities, calling on
and retaining current
public library
customers, while
growing sales within
the Western U.S.
region....

@

More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week
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Fund

The LeRoy C. Merritt Humanitarian Fund
supports librarians who are facing
financial difficulty due to discrimination
or because they have taken a stand in
support of intellectual freedom. In this
video (3:51), trustees describe the fund,
and why it’s needed....

Featured review: Reference

Hundert, Gershon David, ed. The YIVO
Encyclopedia of Jews in Eastern Europe.
May 2008. 2,448p. Yale, hardcover (978-0300-11903-9).
YIVO (Yidisher Visnshaftlekher Institut, or
Yiddish Scientific Institute) was founded in
Germany and became the leading institute
for scholarship in Yiddish and the study of
the history and culture of Eastern European
Jews. The founders planned to locate the
institute in Berlin but actually built it in Vilna, the heart of
Jewish learning in Eastern Europe. The few surviving scholars
and the documents that they were able to hide from the Nazis
relocated to New York, where YIVO continued its work. It is
now part of the Center for Jewish History. This encyclopedia
aims to “recover and represent the civilization of the ancestors
of the majority of the Jews in the world on the basis of the
most up-to-date and objective scholarly research available.”...

EBSCOhost 2.0

Mary Ellen Quinn writes: “In July,
EBSCO released its new interface,
EBSCOhost 2.0. You might have
liked the old interface, which was
last redesigned in 2002, just fine
—RBB reviewers did—but nothing
stands still in the online world, and yesterday’s cutting-edge
functionality is old hat today. The formal redesign project
began in 2007 with a blank slate. Folks at EBSCO created wish
lists and also looked at usage logs and patterns, which helped
them determine that the focus should be on the Results list
since that’s where users spent most of their time.”...
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Stanford School of
Medicine’s Lane Library
put together Not a
Cough in a Carload
exhibit in the library’s
physical space from
February through
September 2007. Early
in the 20th century,
when questions about
the health effects of
smoking became a topic
of widespread
discussion, tobacco
companies undertook a
multifaceted campaign
to allay the public’s
fears. As terms like
“smoker's cough” and
“coffin nails” (referring
to cigarettes) began to
appear in the popular
vernacular, tobacco
marketers recognized
the need to counter this
threat to their
livelihood. One strategy
was to use
endorsements by
healthy and vigorous
appearing singers,
Hollywood stars, and
elite athletes. Another
was to depict doctors as
satisfied and
enthusiastic partakers of
the smoking habit. In
order to extend access
to a broader audience
and provide expandable
digital display space for
Robert, Laurie, and
Rachel Jackler’s
extensive collection of
tobacco advertising
images, Lane developed
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Britannica’s new look

Barbara Bibel writes: “Visitors to
Britannica Online will find
something added to the article
pages retrieved when they search.
In addition to the traditional save,
print, email, and cite buttons,
there are now Comments or Suggestions and Share This
Article with Your Readers buttons. The encyclopedia hopes to
promote greater participation from its contributors and the
scholarly community at large as well as members of the public
using the site. Is this most venerable resource turning into a
version of Wikipedia? Tom Panelas, Britannica’s director of
corporate communications, explained the new site.”...

@

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

this web-based
interface. The physical
exhibit is on display
through December 26 at
Healy Hall at the
Science, Industry, and
Business Library of the
New York Public Library,
188 Madison Avenue, at
34th Street.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.

Public
Perception
How the World
Sees Us

Denver Update
Midwinter wiki launched

The 2009 Midwinter wiki is up and ready for you to consult and/or
add information to. Space has been created for divisions, round
tables, and offices to share information about meetings, committees,
discussions, institutes, parties, and other events....

Visit the Denver Art Museum

The Denver Art Museum, located at the Civic
Center Cultural Complex on 13th Avenue, is known
for its collection of American Indian art and has a
comprehensive collection numbering more than
60,000 works from across the world. Through
February 8 it is hosting an exhibition of the art of
Ernest L. Blumenschein, one of the 19th and 20th
centuries’ most renowned painters of the American
West....
Denver Art Museum

Division News
ALTA becomes ALTAFF

In a special election, ALA’s Association for Library Trustees and
Advocates (ALTA) overwhelmingly approved revised bylaws and a
new name: the Association for Library Trustees, Advocates, Friends,
and Foundations (ALTAFF). The results were certified October 6. With
this support from ALTA members, the ALA Executive Board and
FOLUSA Board will move forward with the next steps, following a
year-long process intended to bring together library trustees, Friends,
and advocates, along with corporate Friends and library-based
foundations in an expanded, strengthened division....

“Some readers pine
for the time when
they were the only
ones in the library.
How long do you
think taxpayers will
support an
institution that
serves so few? . . .
These readers do
not understand the
true purpose of the
library; they are
nostalgic for an
earlier time. Do they
want to go back to
black-and-white TV
or telegrams? Why
should they expect
a dynamic, serviceoriented institution
to remain the same?
”
—Bobbi, in a letter to the
King Features Syndicate
column Hints from Heloise,
Oct. 6.

Get out the vote during Teen Read Week

YALSA invites all teens to get out the vote for Teen Read Week,
October 12–18. Teens can vote for their favorite books in the annual
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/october/100808.htm[7/17/2014 1:39:01 PM]

Find out how fair use
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Teens’ Top Ten poll or vote for next year’s Teen Read Week theme.
The final 2008 Teens’ Top Ten list will be announced October 20....

Promote Teen Read Week
through video

Stephanie Kuenn writes: “One popular
promotional tool I’ve seen this year is
the Teen Read Week trailer. Here are
two great examples: one featuring teens
at the Kendall Young Library in Webster
City, Iowa (right), and the other from
the Readergirlz, for their Night Bites
chat series, in which they’re sponsoring live chats with YA authors
each night of Teen Read Week (October 12–18).”...

prevailed in the Harry
Potter Lexicon case in
this special
Association of
Research Libraries
report (PDF file) by
Jonathan Band.

Ask the ALA
Librarian

YALSA Blog, Oct. 3

Closing speakers at YALSA
literature symposium

YALSA announced that husband-and-wife
authors Kevin J. Anderson and Rebecca
Moesta will be the keynote speakers at
the closing session of the inaugural
Young Adult Literature Symposium,
10:30 a.m.–noon, November 9.
Anderson is the author of Captain Nemo
and Hopscotch, and Moesta is the author of the Young Jedi Knights
series....

YALSA seeks contributors for new book

YALSA issued a call for contributors to its new book, Cool Teen
Programs on a Shoestring, edited by Jenine Lillian and expected to
be published in 2009 by Neal-Schuman. Librarians who have hosted
inexpensive (under $100) programming or special events at their
public or school libraries are invited to submit their programs for
possible inclusion in the book....

Reviewing and negotiating licenses

The next installment of the ACRL OnPoint chat series, Reviewing and
Negotiating Licenses, will take place at 1 p.m. Central Time, October
30. Negotiating licenses for electronic content remains a dynamic
process. While librarians responsible for these activities share many
concerns, they take different approaches based on the norms at their
institutions and the needs of their user communities....
ACRL Insider, Oct. 7

AASL’s Pre-Midwinter Institute

AASL will offer its Pre-Midwinter Institute, “School Library Advocacy
Institute,” before the ALA 2009 Midwinter Meeting. This institute
provides information, resources, and strategies that will help define
advocacy and facilitate the development of long-term advocacy
action plans for school library media programs....

Two ALCTS Midwinter symposia

Join your colleagues for two exciting and timely symposia from
ALCTS January 22 and 23, just before the ALA Midwinter Meeting in
Denver. Registration is now open. Topics are institutional repositories
and resource discovery....
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Q. I have been
trying to locate
information on the
latest Newbery
Award winners, but
all the links appear
to be broken. Can
you help?
A. The ALA website
went through a
complete overhaul in
late September and
we are still sorting out
and repairing the
resulting broken links.
There are several
ways to find the
information you are
seeking, but any
stored bookmarks on
your browser from
before October 2008
will probably not
work. Information
about the latest
Newbery Medal
winners, and many of
ALA’s other wellknown awards, can be
found on our Media
Awards wiki page. You
may also be
interested in our Fun
Facts About ALA’s
Literature and Media
Awards, or Media
Awards Acceptance
Speeches. From the
ALA Professional Tips
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Awards
ALA recognition awards and grants

Nominate yourself, your colleagues, or your library for a 2009 ALA
recognition award or grant. Unless otherwise noted, the deadline is
December 1. Details of 17 awards and grants are provided....

ASCLA award honors accessibility-related projects

ASCLA seeks nominations for its 2009 KLAS/NOD award. Sponsored
by ASCLA, the National Organization on Disability, and Keystone
Systems, this award recognizes an innovative and well-organized
project that successfully develops or expands services for people with
disabilities. Nominations must be received by December 15....

ASCLA seeks nominees for service and leadership
awards

ASCLA is accepting nominations for its Leadership and Professional
Development Award, the Exceptional Service Award, and the
Cathleen Bourdon Service Award for 2009. All nominations must be
received by December 15....

Deadline extended for National Library Week grant

The deadline for the Scholastic Library Publishing National Library
Week grant has been extended to November 14. U.S. libraries of all
types are invited to apply for a $3,000 grant that will be awarded to
the best public awareness campaign that promotes the theme
“Worlds connect @ your library” during National Library Week (April
12–18, 2009). Application forms and guidelines are available on the
Campaign for America’s Libraries website....

LLAMA divisional awards

LLAMA seeks nominations for its 2008 Recognition of Group
Achievement Award, the Leadership Award, and President’s Award.
The deadline for nominations is December 2....

Apply for a LLAMA Cultural Diversity Grant

LLAMA is now accepting applications for its Cultural Diversity Grant.
The award is available to division members or units in support of the
expansion of diversity within the profession. Applications must be
submitted by January 9....

AASL Fall Forum Spectrum Scholar stipend

AASL will sponsor the attendance of a Spectrum Scholar, Kathy
Carroll, school library media specialist at Ridge View High School in
Columbia, South Carolina, at its 2008 Fall Forum in Chicago, October
17–19. Carroll will receive complimentary registration for the forum
and a $750 travel stipend. Funding is provided by Capstone
Publishers....

Has the Newbery lost its way?

Anita Silvey writes: “Are children, librarians, and other book lovers
still rushing to read the latest Newbery winners? Or has the most
prestigious award in children’s literature lost some of its luster? To
answer those questions, I spent the last few months talking to more
than 100 people—including media specialists, children’s librarians,
teachers, and booksellers—in 15 states across the country. Here’s
the gist of what I learned.” Nina Lindsay says the Newbery is right
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Calendar
Oct. 25:

York Book and Paper
Fair, York (Pa.) Expo
Center.

Oct. 26–28:

HBCU Library
Alliance, Third
Membership Meeting,
Marriott Charlotte
Executive Park, North
Carolina. Oct. 26
preconference on “Care
and Conservation of
Photographic
Collections.”

Oct. 28–29:

Translating the
Middle Ages: An
International
Conference,
cosponsored by the
University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign
Program in Medieval
Studies, the Center for
Translation Studies,
and International
Programs and Studies,
held at the Illini Union.

Nov. 2–3:

Massachusetts
School Library
Association, Annual
Conference,
Sturbridge. “Survivor
MSLA!”

Nov. 4–7:

Wisconsin Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Madison
Marriott West,
Middleton. “Wisconsin
Libraries: Building a
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on track....

School Library Journal, Oct. 2; Heavy Medal, Oct. 1

Children’s literature research
fellowship

This fellowship program, established by the
Janina Domanska Literary Estate and the de
Grummond Children’s Literature Collection at
the University of Southern Mississippi in
Hattiesburg, awards grants to scholars
engaged in projects based substantially on the
holdings of the de Grummond Collection. Grants up to $850 may be
made for travel to the collection, lodging, and meals. Applications
must be postmarked by December 1....
University of Southern Mississippi

Chicago Public Library wins web marketing award

The Chicago Public Library was honored September 16 with the Web
Marketing Association’s Government Standard of Excellence
WebAward for its newly designed website, launched March 4. The
new site presents a user-friendly experience and interactive interface
with the library’s offerings....
City of Chicago, Oct. 1

Doyle wins Thurber Prize

Larry Doyle, a former television writer-producer for
The Simpsons, was named the winner of the 2008
Thurber Prize for American Humor October 6. He was
cited for his novel I Love You, Beth Cooper,
characterized as “a hilarious yet painfully accurate
account of high school in all its pimply glory.” Doyle
will receive $5,000. The two other finalists were
Patricia Marx for Him Her Him Again The End of Him
and Simon Rich for Ant Farm....
Washington Post, Oct. 7

Seen Online
Residents miffed at Trenton library brush-off

Residents complained one day after they were dissed at the Trenton
(N.J.) Public Library Board of Trustees meeting as the city’s library
crisis reached a new pitch. Board members bypassed a portion of
their agenda that allowed for public comment and avoided a dozen
residents to hold an executive session meeting. “We were just
pushed out the door,” said Brunivette Ramirez, who represented a
group named Citizens Against East Trenton Library Closure....

Better Tomorrow.”

Nov. 5–6:

Ohio Library Council,
Innovative
Environments
Conference, Columbus.

Nov. 5–8:

New York Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Saratoga
Springs. “Connecting,
Collaborating,
Cooperating.”

Nov. 6–8:

Colorado Association
of Libraries, Annual
Conference, Marriott
Denver Tech Center.
“Communities and
Libraries.”

Nov. 8 –15:

Pennsylvania Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Valley
Forge Convention
Center/Scanticon Hotel.
“Pennsylvania
Libraries: Leading For
Life.”

Nov. 14–17:

California Library
Association, Annual
Conference, San Jose.
“Leading the Way.”

Nov. 16–18:

The Trentonian, Oct. 3

Public Education
Network, Annual
Conference,
Intercontinental Mark
Hopkins Hotel, San
Francisco.

Video games as reader bait

Nov. 17–18:

Spurred by arguments that video games
may teach a kind of digital literacy that
is becoming as important as proficiency
in print, libraries are hosting gaming tournaments, while schools are
exploring how to incorporate video games in the classroom. But
doubtful teachers and literacy experts question how effective it is to
use an overwhelmingly visual medium to connect youngsters to the
written word. They suggest that while a handful of players might be
motivated to pick up a book, many more will skip the text and go
straight to the game....
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Scholarly Publishing
and Academic
Resources Coalition,
Digital Repositories
Meeting, Renaissance
Harborplace Hotel,
Baltimore.

Nov. 18–20:

Indiana Library
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New York Times, Oct. 5

First royalty rates set for digital music

In a decision closely watched by the music industry, a panel of
federal judges who determine royalty rates for recordings ruled
October 2 to renew the current royalty rate for CDs and other
physical recordings, while setting rates for the first time for
downloads, ring tones, and other services. The ruling by the
Copyright Royalty Board—a panel of three judges appointed by the
Librarian of Congress—applied strictly to mechanical royalties, which
are paid to the songwriters and publishers of music, not the
performers....
New York Times, Oct. 2

Residents plead to keep Yarmouth
branch library

More than 100 people, primarily seniors, turned
out at a public forum October 6 to speak about
the state of budget cuts in Yarmouth,
Massachusetts, and how they will affect library
services. They expressed displeasure at the possibility that one of the
three branches of the Yarmouth Town Libraries might soon be closed.
They pleaded with members of the library board to keep their library
open no matter what else was cut. The budget cuts are necessary
after a $1.4 million override failed September 16....
Cape Cod (Mass.) Times, Oct. 7

DCPL hires an architect

The District of Columbia Public Libraries have
hired one of London’s busiest and most
prominent young architects to design
replacement buildings for two of the most
distressed branches of its system. David
Adjaye, 42, a Tanzanian-born designer who has
created homes for such celebrities as Ewan
McGregor, will design modern facilities to replace the 1959
Washington Highlands branch and the 1961 Francis A. Gregory
branch. The choice of Adjaye, which came through a competitive
process involving library officials and neighborhood representatives, is
a remarkable statement of architectural ambition....
Washington Post, Oct. 2

New York library pulls Hang-Ups book

A book written for teenage girls has been pulled
temporarily from the shelves of the Galway (N.Y.)
Public Library after a complaint filed by a patron.
Hang-Ups, Hook-Ups, and Holding Out: Stuff You
Need to Know About Your Body, Sex, and Dating, by
Melisa Holmes and Trish Hutchison was offered at the
library for a couple of months before being removed
in August, according to Library Director Ashley Poulin.
Parent and library patron Patricia Venditti raised
concerns about the accuracy of some of the information in the
book....
Schenectady (N.Y.) Daily Gazette, Oct. 3

Federation, Annual
Conference,
Indianapolis. “Libraries
Without Walls.”

Nov. 19–21:

Minnesota Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Sheraton
Bloomington.

Nov. 20:

North Carolina
Preservation
Consortium, Annual
Conference, University
of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill. “Cultural
Respect in Preservation
and Conservation.”

Nov. 20–22:

Tennessee
Association of School
Librarians, Annual
Conference, Franklin
Marriott, Cool Springs.

Nov. 25–27:

World Congress of
Muslim Librarians
and Information
Scientists, Putra
World Trade Centre,
Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia. “Knowledge
Empowerment and
Information Resources
Enrichment.”

Feb. 9–12:

Electronic Resources
and Libraries
Conference,
University of California,
Los Angeles.

@

More...

Contact Us

American Libraries
Direct

Artifact thief to serve prison time

A former state archivist and Civil War expert who stole hundreds of
historical documents and artifacts belonging to the New York State
Library and sold some of them over the Internet for personal profit
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was sentenced October 2 to two to six years in prison. Daniel D.
Lorello must also must pay $125,500 in restitution and forfeit his
personal collection of historic artifacts and documents, valued at
approximately $80,000, to the New York State Library and
Archives....
Schenectady (N.Y.) Daily Gazette, Oct. 3

Flexible Fred is dead

Flexible Fred, a 5-foot-tall, 200-bone plastic skeleton now slumps on
his roller stand in a corner of the Delaware County (Ohio) Law
Library. Purchased two years ago, the German-made skeleton is used
by local lawyers, often for research in injury lawsuits. In his offhours, Flexible Fred has become a playmate for lawyers and clerks
who haunt the law library, librarian Judith Maxwell said. But after a
complaint, the skeleton was removed from public view....
Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch, Oct. 2

Shop for school libraries

On October 1, New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg, author
Caroline Kennedy, and actress Sarah Jessica Parker kicked off Shop
for Public Schools 2008. For one week in the fall, from October 1
through October 8, participating merchants donate a portion of their
proceeds to the Fund for Public Schools to help revitalize public
school libraries across the city. Funds go toward a competitive grant
program called Library REACH (Revitalizing Education for Adolescents
and Children)....
Broadway World, Oct. 1

Tech Talk
Tech tips for the basic computer
user

David Pogue writes: “Last week, I wrote an
entry on my blog that began like this: ‘One of
these days, I’m going to write a book called The
Basics. It’s going to be a compendium of the
essential tech bits that you just assume everyone knows—but you’re
wrong.’ I’m sure the basics could fill a book, but here are a few to
get you started. All of these are things that certain friends, family, or
coworkers, over the years, did not know. Clip, save, and pass along
to . . . well, you know who they are.”...
New York Times, Oct. 2

What is the future of human-powered
search?

Bernard Lunn writes: “Mahalo popularized the term
‘human powered search’ when they launched just over a year ago.
Many of the pitches we get still use that term as part of their
positioning. Many of them are bootstrapped, so the price of entry is
clearly low. But the upside has not yet been established. In this post
we look at the pros and cons of human-powered search engines in
general, look at some differentiating strategies, and ponder the
future”....
ReadWriteWeb, Oct. 8

State of the blogosphere, 2008

For its 2008 study, Technorati resolved to go beyond the
numbers of the Technorati Index to deliver even deeper
insights into the blogging mind. For the first time, it
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surveyed bloggers directly about the role of blogging in
their lives; the tools, time, and resources used to produce
their blogs; and how blogging has impacted them
personally, professionally, and financially. Bloggers were
generous with their thoughts and insights....
Technorati, Oct.

15 free high-quality WordPress
themes

Many designer WordPress themes are good
but few are one of a kind. The choice is
wide enough, but searching for new
themes can be a challenge. Noupe
presents 15 free premium-like WordPress
themes that you might want to use for your next project. All have
been released over the last few months....
Noupe, Oct. 5

Setting up text alerts from your library is easy

Nate Hill writes: “I like to track librarians’ efforts to make public
libraries and their services accessible on mobile devices. Reports like
this one from Nielsen (PDF file) forecast that accessing web content
from your cellphone is going to be the widespread norm of the future
no matter where you live. The big question is how can public libraries
find a way to leverage their content in a manner that identifies them
as unique, convenient, and fun to use on a mobile device?”...
PLA Blog, Oct. 2

Publishing
The flames of Wrath

Dixie Reid writes: “In August 1939, The Grapes of
Wrath was the most popular book in America, and
quickly becoming the most beleaguered. The Kansas
City library banned it, the San Francisco library
relegated it to closed shelves, and members of the
East St. Louis, Illinois, library board burned three
copies. For a time, John Steinbeck’s epic Dust Bowl
saga was prohibited from traveling through the U.S.
mails. Then the Kern County Board of Supervisors
voted to remove it from Bakersfield’s schools and public libraries. So
begins Rick Wartzman’s Obscene in the Extreme: The Burning and
Banning of John Steinbeck’s ‘The Grapes of Wrath’ (Public Affairs
Books).”...
Sacramento (Calif.) Bee, Oct. 6

The Salinas saga in fiction

Coleen Mondor writes: “Lewis Buzbee’s new
mystery/ghost story Steinbeck’s Ghostis is very
original. Buzbee has taken the real events
surrounding the 2004 proposed closing of the John
Steinbeck Library in Salinas, California, and turned it
into a novel about why books matter, especially John
Steinbeck in particular, why living an original life that
doesn’t blindly follow the herd is something to strive
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for, and—most deliciously—why dead authors sometimes haunt their
former surroundings in an effort to give one final message to
readers.”...
Bookslut, Oct.

In praise of Judy Blume

Diablo Cody writes: “I grew up devouring the Judy
Blume canon at our woefully small public library. The
covers were hazy illustrations that evoked Playtex bra
ads from the ’70s; the pages had been worn pulpysoft by a thousand juvenile thumbs. But the first
book I read of Blume’s was not one of her infamous
adolescent sagas. It was a kiddie story called Tales of
a Fourth Grade Nothing, which nonetheless seemed
so exotic to me it might as well have been a
Macedonian travelogue.”...
Entertainment Weekly, Oct. 3

BioMed Central sold to
Springer

Open access pioneer BioMed Central has
been acquired by German publisher Springer Science+Business
Media. Those in the open access movement had watched BioMed
Central with keen interest. Founded in 2000, it was the first for-profit
open access publisher and advocates feared that when the company
was sold, its approach might change. BioMed Central publisher
Matthew Cockerill said the open access policy wopuld continue....
Scientific American Blog, Oct. 7

ABC-CLIO to publish Greenwood titles

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt has granted ABC-CLIO a perpetual license
to use the imprints and publish the titles of Greenwood Publishing
Group, including Greenwood Press, Praeger Publishers, Praeger
Security International, and Libraries Unlimited. Greenwood copyrights
will also be transferred to ABC-CLIO, effective October 1....
ABC-CLIO, Oct. 1

Actions & Answers
See live humans read banned books!

The Twin Hickory Area branch of the Henrico (Va.)
Public Library created a “live” Banned Book Week
display. Volunteer readers sat in the display and
silently read banned and challenged books. Adrienne
writes: “So far it’s gotten a lot of attention—we hear
a lot of ‘Mom, what are those people doing in there?’
The best part has been hearing parents explain to
their kids what the display is all about, which is
exactly what we wanted to happen!”...
Boing Boing, Oct. 3; Henrico (Va.) Public Library

Supreme Court declines gay-exposure case

The U.S. Supreme Court declined to review the appeal of two
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Massachusetts families that a school district violated their rights by
exposing children to books promoting tolerance for gay marriage and
families led by same-sex couples. One family objected to their child
being presented in kindergarten and 1st grade with two books that
portrayed diverse families, while the other family objected to a 2ndgrade teacher’s reading to their son’s class a book that celebrated
gay marriage....
School Law Blog, Oct. 6

Why librarians should contribute to Wikipedia

Lauren Pressley and Carolyn J. McCallum write: “The presence of
librarians in Wikipedia as content contributors would assist with the
creation and maintenance of a more scholarly environment. Their
involvement could change academicians’ minds about Wikipedia.
What is currently shunned by many in academia as a flawed
information resource would become regarded as a good place to
begin their research. When following an external link to a library’s
website, nonlibrary users may want to explore their local libraries to
discover what other valuable information and resources can be
found.”...
Online, Sept./Oct.

Bookmobile to Cuba

This project started with two U.S.
librarians, Dana Lubow and Rhonda
Neugebauer, who had organized librarian
delegations to Cuba and who wanted to
support Cuban librarians. They learned
from Cuban librarians that a bookmobile would be very appreciated in
the rural province of Granma to provide outreach services, so they
purchased one on eBay. Soon they determined that the best way to
get the bookmobile to Cuba was to join the Pastors for Peace
Caravan travel challenge. This travel blog tells their story....
The Bookmobile and Pastors for Peace

Australian library photo archive on
Flickr

The State Library of New South Wales has
partnered with Flickr to provide unprecedented
access to its extensive archive of photographs.
This is the first partnership between Flickr and
an Australian library. 100 images have initially
been made available, among them an image of
Australia’s first commercially produced
amphibious car, the German Amphicar (right);
photos from the first Australasian Antarctic Expedition; and shots
from the opening of the Harbour Bridge....
PC World (Australia), Oct. 2

School libraries renewed

Ann M. Martin writes: “School library programs
provide context to learning, synthesis of curriculum,
and real-life applications of concepts. They can act
as the great equalizer when it comes to educating all
students and preparing them for the 21st century,
and they can offer all students resources and
information that can support every facet of their life
and learning. In this time of accountability and
assessment, studies show that a well-stocked library staffed by a
licensed library media specialist results in increases of 10%–20% on
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standardized tests.”...
District Administration, Oct.

Losinski elected ULC chair

The Urban Libraries Council has elected Patrick
Losinski, executive director of the Columbus (Ohio)
Metropolitan Library, as chair of its Executive Board.
As chair, he will lead ULC’s 16-member board
through June 2009. Representing both ULC members
and stakeholders of North America’s major public
libraries, the board sets direction and guides ULC’s
programs and its development....
Urban Libraries Council, Oct. 7

IMLS releases 2007 state library agency data

The Institute of Museum and Library Services has released 2007 data
on state library agencies in the 50 states and the District of Columbia
collected through the State Library Agencies Survey. The survey
collected data on 278 items, including state library agency
identification, governance, public service hours, service outlets,
collections, library service transactions, revenue, expenditures, and
electronic services and information. The data is available in Access
and Flat (ascii) File format....
Institute of Museum and Library Services, Oct. 2

From Bozeman to Bahrain

Elaine Peterson (center), information resources
specialist at Montana State University’s Renne
Library in Bozeman, was in Bahrain for more than a
month this summer through the Fulbright Senior
Specialists award program to help train staff
members who will be working at a new national
library in Manama. Although she had vowed not to bring up political
or religious topics, she quickly learned that the Bahraini people with
whom she worked wanted to discuss the very issues she sought to
avoid....
Montana State University, Oct. 1

Basic primary sources in Islamic religion
(PDF file)

Paula Youngman Skreslet writes: “Few librarians have
much training in Islamic culture and religion, and
fewer in the Arabic language (or Persian or Turkish),
making the whole task of instructional support seem
quite intimidating. Librarians with experience in
medieval studies, patristics or scholastic theology will
find they can cope more easily with the bibliographic
challenges, but they will still have to deal with unfamiliar subject
matter in a highly specialized area. This bibliographic essay offers a
glimpse of some of the chief categories in the literature of Islam, and
mentions a few works that are accessible in English translation.”...
Theological Librarianship 1, no. 1 (2008)

Google Blog Search relaunches

Marshall Kirkpatrick writes: “In its first major
upgrade ever, Google Blog Search just relaunched
and looks radically different. Instead of the blank page look of
Google.com, Blogsearch now looks like Google News (but uglier),
with the hottest topics from the blogosphere aggregated on the front
page. Readers can drill down in 11 different categories, from
technology, business, sports, and entertainment. Google says you can
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use Blogsearch to see what the world is talking about.”...
ReadWriteWeb, Oct. 1; Official Google Blog, Oct. 1

Dutch researcher: Paper and pencil boost creativity
Paper, pencil, and books are the key to developing one’s creativity
and maximizing one’s intelligence, says Dutch psychologist Christof
van Nimwegen. The Dutch researcher recently completed a doctoral
dissertation at Utrecht University on the effects of software on the
functioning of the human brain. He says software turns us into
passive beings, subjected to the whims of computers, randomly
clicking on icons and menu options. In the long run, this hinders our
creativity and memory....
eNews 2.0, Oct. 3

Hadley School for the Blind seeks
librarian volunteers

The Hadley School for the Blind in Winnetka, Illinois,
is seeking 10 librarian volunteers to help expand its
online library, which offers books and periodicals in
refreshable Braille and talking book formats through
Bookshare.org. Librarians interested in helping should
contact Dianna Messina, (800) 323-4238, by October 15....
Hadley School for the Blind

Alchemy laboratories

PK has gathered together a fascinating
selection of rare-book illustrations
depicting alchemists and their
laboratories. Many were sourced from
the Edgar Fahs Smith Collection at the
Schoenberg Center for Electronic Text
and Image at the University of
Pennsylvania Libraries. The illustration
here is Le Docteur Alchimiste, from an
original painting by David Teniers the Younger (1610–1690) and
engraved by Jacques Nicolas Tardieu sometime in the 1700s....
BibliOdyssey, Oct. 6

Wizards of the Coast: Gaming
in libraries

Libraries are a perfect place to provide
gaming support to local gamer groups
and clubs. The Wizards Play Network is
aimed at arranging for locations—such
as libraries, schools, and community
centers—and the resources to get
people together, to make it even easier
to set up and host gaming nights and
casual gaming competitions. Tom Ko (right) explains the basics of
Magic: The Gathering (a trading card game) and Dungeons and
Dragons (the archetypal role-playing game)....
YouTube, Oct. 8

Gumdrops in the library

This catchy music video (2:07) stars a
library, a librarian (right, played by Esse
L. Maple), a fluffy library cat, a bunch of
dancing kids, and a bunch of dancing
Smittens. “Gumdrops” is from The
Smittens’ third album, The Coolest Thing
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about Love. Scenes were shot in the
Lawrence Barnes Elementary School
library, Burlington, Vermont. The Smittens performed the soundtrack
for the YALSA Young Adult Literature Symposium video....
YouTube, July 12
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===========================================================================
Wrong numbers used in HAPLR report
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/october2008/H
APLRretraction.cfm]
American Libraries has discovered an unfortunate error that invalidates
the results of Hennen&rsquo;s American Public Library Ratings as
published in the October 2008 issue of the magazine of the American
Library Association. Thomas J. Hennen Jr., author of this independent
study, discovered after the issue was mailed that the figures used in
compiling the statistics were the same as those used in 2006. The new
numbers are posted on the HAPLR website [http://www.haplr-index.com].
Corrected tables also appear on the AL website (PDF file
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/resources/selectedarticles/HAPLR08.pdf])..
..
American Libraries Online, Oct. 2
Virginia high schoolers rally for gay-cure books
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[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/october2008/f
airfaxgaycure.cfm]
Groups of students and parents staged rallies and presented some 85 books
on homosexuality from a conservative Christian perspective for inclusion
in the libraries at 11 schools in the Fairfax County (Va.) Public School
District October 2. The inspiration for their actions came from a
nationwide campaign organized by the Colorado Springs, Colorado–based
traditional values group Focus on the Family....
American Libraries Online, Oct. 8
ALA News
===========================================================================
Roberta Stevens, Kent Oliver seek ALA presidency
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
2009election1.cfm]
Roberta Stevens and Kenton L. Oliver are candidates for the 2011–2012
presidency of ALA. Stevens is currently outreach projects and
partnerships officer at the Library of Congress and project manager for
the National Book Festival. Oliver has been executive director of the
Stark County District Library in Canton, Ohio, since 2001....
ALA goes paperless for Spring 2009 election
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
ALApaperless.cfm]
ALA will hold its first completely online election in the spring. In
deciding to discontinue paper ballots, the ALA recognized the success of
the electronic balloting initiative it started five years ago. Online
balloting has also spurred member participation in the election process.
Under the new election procedure, members who have not provided ALA with
email addresses by March 1, 2009, will receive a paper mailing containing
information and instructions on how to vote online....
ALA names Emerging Leader participants
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
HRDRemergingleaders.cfm]
ALA has announced the librarians (PDF file
[http://wikis.ala.org/emergingleaders/images/0/0d/Complete_List09_Participa
ntsAndSponsors.pdf]) who will participate in the Emerging Leaders 2009
program. The EL program, which is in its third year, will enable more
than 100 librarians from across the country to participate in
project-planning workgroups; network with peers; gain an inside look into
ALA structure; and have an opportunity to serve the profession in a
leadership capacity....
Annual survey of library internet use
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
ORSplfta.cfm]
ALA encourages all public libraries to participate in the 2008–2009
Public Library Funding and Technology Access
[http://www.plinternetsurvey.org/] online survey. The survey provides an
important opportunity for libraries to share information on their
computer and internet resources and infrastructure, as well as funding,
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technology training, and other public library roles as public access
technology centers in their communities. The survey will be available
through November 7....
&#8220;Kid Connections&#8221; in the ALA Connections Salon
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
RettigALSCsalon.cfm]
The next installment in the series of ALA President Jim Rettig&rsquo;s
ALA Connections Salons
[http://www.conference321.com/masteradmin/room.asp?id=rs423c62c43df0]
will be an online discussion with ALSC President Pat Scales. The
discussion, entitled &ldquo;Kid Connections,&rdquo; will take place 2–3
p.m. Eastern Time, October 17....
partners with TeachingBooks.net
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
BookLinksquicktips.cfm]
Starting with the September 2008 issue of the monthly e-newsletter Quick
Tips, Book Links magazine has teamed up with TeachingBooks.net to give
readers free access to online author interviews, discussion guides, book
readings, and websites that support the titles and authors covered in
each issue. TeachingBooks.net [http://www.teachingbooks.net/] is a
time-saving portal to thousands of online resources that support
exploring children’s and YA books and their authors....
[http://www.flickr.com/photos/elainetulip/sets/72157607732043210]Chris
Crutcher on ALA Island
[http://blogs.cuip.net/dlis/2008/10/04/author-chris-crutcher-in-second-life
/]
Lisa Perez writes: “On October 4, author Chris Crutcher appeared on ALA
Island in Second Life as part of the 2008 Banned Books Week celebration.
Crutcher, one of last year’s top 10 banned authors,
[http://www.ala.org/ala/aboutala/offices/oif/bannedbooksweek/challengedbann
ed/frequentlychallengedbooks.cfm] spoke about issues related to
intellectual freedom and censorship. As a therapist and former
administrator at an alternative school, Chris has witnessed the damage
that can be caused by children keeping harmful secrets and that books can
often provide a impetus for discussion.”...
Chicago Public Schools Department of Libraries and Information Services
in Second Life, Oct. 4
Culturally responsive library services survey
[http://www.esurveyspro.com/Survey.aspx?id=a0f00830-0872-425f-ad5e-1684213c
f3e2]
The ALA Office for Literacy and Outreach Services, the American Indian
Library Association, and the National Institutes of Tribal Archives,
Libraries, and Museums are seeking information on multicultural services
offering by all types of libraries. Take a few minutes to fill out the
survey. The deadline is October 17....
That wonderful 1911 conference [http://www.libraryhistorybuff.org/]
Larry Nix writes: “This postcard, which announces the travel arrangements
for the 1911 ALA Conference in Pasadena, California, was mailed on March
2, 1911. A report on the train trip to the conference appeared in the
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June issue of Public Libraries. The train trip included a two-day stay at
the Grand Canyon: ‘A number of the men properly garbed went down to the
river’s brink afoot and tried to look happy over it during the next 36
hours, likewise did those who rode the mules. Less active persons sat and
gazed for hours at the changing colors of the gorges, chasms, and peaks,
heedless of the lobster pink the open air bestowed on their faces.’”...
Library History Buff
AL Focus
===========================================================================
Banned Books Week Read-Out
[http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/2008-banned-books-week-read-out]
Here are scenes (4:35) from the 2008 Banned Books Week Read-Out, held at
Chicago’s Pioneer Plaza September 27. Speakers included authors Judy
Blume, Lois Lowry, Stephen Chbosky, Phyllis Reynolds Naylor, and Luis
Alberto Urrea; a selection of challenged music performed by Matt Ryd;
interviews with Judith Krug, And Tango Makes Three authors Peter Parnell
and Justin Richardson, and ALA President Jim Rettig; and a reading from
Lauren Myracle’s TTYL by the author, with special guests Ron Koertge and
Nanette Perez....
Why not to ban books [http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/why-not-ban-books]
Author Stephen Chbosky shares a letter he received from a reader of his
young adult novel The Perks of Being a Wallflower (4:26). Alternately
funny and moving, it demonstrates the effect that a book can have on a
life—even (and especially) a book that some would have removed from
library shelves. Filmed at ALA’s Banned Books Read-Out in Chicago
September 27....
LeRoy C. Merritt Humanitarian Fund
[http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/leroy-c-merritt-humanitarian-fund]
The LeRoy C. Merritt Humanitarian Fund supports librarians who are facing
financial difficulty due to discrimination or because they have taken a
stand in support of intellectual freedom. In this video (3:51), trustees
describe the fund,
[http://blogs.ala.org/oif.php?title=new_merritt_fund_video_trustees_discuss
_&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1] and why it’s needed....

Featured review: Reference
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=2730493]
Hundert, Gershon David, ed. The YIVO Encyclopedia of Jews in Eastern
Europe. May 2008. 2,448p. Yale, hardcover (978-0-300-11903-9).
YIVO (Yidisher Visnshaftlekher Institut, or Yiddish Scientific Institute)
was founded in Germany and became the leading institute for scholarship
in Yiddish and the study of the history and culture of Eastern European
Jews. The founders planned to locate the institute in Berlin but actually
built it in Vilna, the heart of Jewish learning in Eastern Europe. The
few surviving scholars and the documents that they were able to hide from
the Nazis relocated to New York, where YIVO continued its work. It is now
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part of the Center for Jewish History. This encyclopedia aims to
&ldquo;recover and represent the civilization of the ancestors of the
majority of the Jews in the world on the basis of the most up-to-date and
objective scholarly research available.”...
EBSCOhost 2.0
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=3030031]
Mary Ellen Quinn writes: “In July, EBSCO released its new interface,
EBSCOhost 2.0. You might have liked the old interface, which was last
redesigned in 2002, just fine&mdash;RBB reviewers did&mdash;but nothing
stands still in the online world, and yesterday&rsquo;s cutting-edge
functionality is old hat today. The formal redesign project began in 2007
with a blank slate. Folks at EBSCO created wish lists and also looked at
usage logs and patterns, which helped them determine that the focus
should be on the Results list since that&rsquo;s where users spent most
of their time.”...
Britannica&#8217;s new look
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=2982113]
Barbara Bibel writes: “Visitors to Britannica Online
[http://www.britannica.com/#tab=active~home,items~home&title=Britannica
Online Encyclopedia] will find something added to the article pages
retrieved when they search. In addition to the traditional save, print,
email, and cite buttons, there are now Comments or Suggestions and Share
This Article with Your Readers buttons. The encyclopedia hopes to promote
greater participation from its contributors and the scholarly community
at large as well as members of the public using the site. Is this most
venerable resource turning into a version of Wikipedia? Tom Panelas,
Britannica&rsquo;s director of corporate communications, explained the
new site.”...
@ Visit Booklist Online [http://www.booklistonline.com] for other reviews
and much more....

Denver Update
===========================================================================
Midwinter wiki launched
[http://wikis.ala.org/midwinter2009/index.php/Main_Page]
The 2009 Midwinter wiki is up and ready for you to consult and/or add
information to. Space has been created for divisions, round tables, and
offices to share information about meetings, committees, discussions,
institutes, parties, and other events....
[http://www.denverartmuseum.org/explore_art/temporaryExhibitionDetails/exhi
bitionId--176056/exhibitionType--Upcoming]Visit the Denver Art Museum
[http://www.denverartmuseum.org/discover_the_dam]
The Denver Art Museum, located at the Civic Center Cultural Complex on
13th Avenue, is known for its collection of American Indian art and has a
comprehensive collection numbering more than 60,000 works from across the
world. Through February 8 it is hosting an exhibition of the art of
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Ernest L. Blumenschein, one of the 19th and 20th centuries’ most renowned
painters of the American West....
Denver Art Museum
Division News
===========================================================================
ALTA becomes ALTAFF
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
ALTA.cfm]
In a special election, ALA&rsquo;s Association for Library Trustees and Advocates (ALTA) overwhelmingly
approved revised bylaws and a new name: the
Association for Library Trustees, Advocates, Friends, and Foundations
(ALTAFF). The results were certified October 6. With this support from
ALTA members, the ALA Executive Board and FOLUSA Board will move forward
with the next steps, following a year-long process intended to bring
together library trustees, Friends, and advocates, along with corporate
Friends and library-based foundations in an expanded, strengthened
division....
Get out the vote during Teen Read Week
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
YALSAtrwvote1.cfm]
YALSA invites all teens to get out the vote for Teen Read Week, October
12&ndash;18. Teens can vote for their favorite books in the annual
Teens&rsquo; Top Ten poll [http://www.ala.org/teenstopten] or vote
[http://www.ala.org/teenread] for next year&rsquo;s Teen Read Week theme.
The final 2008 Teens&rsquo; Top Ten list will be announced October 20....
[http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cnai2zBfxbU]Promote Teen Read Week
through video
[http://yalsa.ala.org/blog/2008/10/03/promoting-teen-read-week-through-vide
o/]
Stephanie Kuenn writes: “One popular promotional tool I&rsquo;ve seen
this year is the Teen Read Week trailer. Here are two great examples: one
featuring teens at the Kendall Young Library in Webster City, Iowa
(right), and the other from the Readergirlz, for their Night Bites chat
series, in which they&rsquo;re sponsoring live chats with YA authors each
night of Teen Read Week (October 12–18).”...
YALSA Blog, Oct. 3
Closing speakers at YALSA literature symposium
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
YALSAsymposiumclosing.cfm]
YALSA announced that husband-and-wife authors Kevin J. Anderson and
Rebecca Moesta will be the keynote speakers at the closing session of the
inaugural Young Adult Literature Symposium, 10:30 a.m.–noon, November 9.
Anderson is the author of Captain Nemo and Hopscotch, and Moesta is the
author of the Young Jedi Knights series....
YALSA seeks contributors for new book
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
YALSAshoestring.cfm]
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YALSA issued a call for contributors to its new book, Cool Teen Programs
on a Shoestring, edited by Jenine Lillian and expected to be published in
2009 by Neal-Schuman. Librarians who have hosted inexpensive (under $100)
programming or special events at their public or school libraries are
invited to submit their programs for possible inclusion in the book....
Reviewing and negotiating licenses
[http://www.acrl.ala.org/acrlinsider/2008/10/07/reviewing-and-negotiating-l
icenses-onpoint-chat/]
The next installment of the ACRL OnPoint
[http://www.acrl.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/proftools/OnPoint/onpoint.cfm]
chat series, Reviewing and Negotiating Licenses, will take place at 1
p.m. Central Time, October 30. Negotiating licenses for electronic
content remains a dynamic process. While librarians responsible for these
activities share many concerns, they take different approaches based on
the norms at their institutions and the needs of their user
communities....
ACRL Insider, Oct. 7
AASL&#8217;s Pre-Midwinter Institute
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
AASLpremidwinter.cfm]
AASL will offer its Pre-Midwinter Institute, &ldquo;School Library
Advocacy Institute,&rdquo; before the ALA 2009 Midwinter Meeting. This
institute provides information, resources, and strategies that will help
define advocacy and facilitate the development of long-term advocacy
action plans for school library media programs....
Two ALCTS Midwinter symposia
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
ALCTSsymposia.cfm]
Join your colleagues for two exciting and timely symposia from ALCTS
January 22 and 23, just before the ALA Midwinter Meeting in Denver.
Registration is now open. Topics are institutional repositories and
resource discovery....
Awards
===========================================================================
ALA recognition awards and grants
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
ALArecognitiongrants.cfm]
Nominate yourself, your colleagues, or your library for a 2009 ALA
recognition award or grant. Unless otherwise noted, the deadline is
December 1. Details of 17 awards and grants are provided....
ASCLA award honors accessibility-related projects
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
ASCLAaccesshonors.cfm]
ASCLA seeks nominations for its 2009 KLAS/NOD award. Sponsored by ASCLA,
the National Organization on Disability, and Keystone Systems, this award
recognizes an innovative and well-organized project that successfully
develops or expands services for people with disabilities. Nominations
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must be received by December 15....
ASCLA seeks nominees for service and leadership awards
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
ASCLAserviceleadership.cfm]
ASCLA is accepting nominations for its Leadership and Professional
Development Award, the Exceptional Service Award, and the Cathleen
Bourdon Service Award for 2009. All nominations must be received by
December 15....
Deadline extended for National Library Week grant
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
NLWgrantextended.cfm]
The deadline for the Scholastic Library Publishing National Library Week
grant has been extended to November 14. U.S. libraries of all types are
invited to apply for a $3,000 grant that will be awarded to the best
public awareness campaign that promotes the theme &ldquo;Worlds
connect @ your library&rdquo; during National Library Week (April 12–18,
2009). Application forms and guidelines are available on the Campaign for
America&rsquo;s Libraries website
[http://www.ala.org/ala/aboutala/hqops/pio/natlibraryweek/nlwgrant.cfm]....
LLAMA divisional awards
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
LLAMAnominations.cfm]
LLAMA seeks nominations for its 2008 Recognition of Group Achievement
Award, the Leadership Award, and President&rsquo;s Award. The deadline
for nominations is December 2....
Apply for a LLAMA Cultural Diversity Grant
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
LAMAcultdiv.cfm]
LLAMA is now accepting applications for its Cultural Diversity Grant. The
award is available to division members or units in support of the
expansion of diversity within the profession. Applications must be
submitted by January 9....
AASL Fall Forum Spectrum Scholar stipend
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
AASLspectrumfallforum.cfm]
AASL will sponsor the attendance of a Spectrum Scholar, Kathy Carroll,
school library media specialist at Ridge View High School in Columbia,
South Carolina, at its 2008 Fall Forum in Chicago, October 17–19. Carroll
will receive complimentary registration for the forum and a $750 travel
stipend. Funding is provided by Capstone Publishers....
Has the Newbery lost its way?
[http://www.schoollibraryjournal.com/article/CA6601546.html?rssid=190]
Anita Silvey writes: “Are children, librarians, and other book lovers
still rushing to read the latest Newbery winners? Or has the most
prestigious award in children&rsquo;s literature lost some of its luster?
To answer those questions, I spent the last few months talking to more
than 100 people&mdash;including media specialists, children&rsquo;s
librarians, teachers, and booksellers&mdash;in 15 states across the
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country. Here&rsquo;s the gist of what I learned.” Nina Lindsay says the
Newbery is right on track
[http://www.schoollibraryjournal.com/blog/560000656/post/1810034181.html]..
..
School Library Journal, Oct. 2; Heavy Medal, Oct. 1
Children&#8217;s literature research fellowship
[http://www.lib.usm.edu/~degrum/html/research/re-fellowships2.shtml]
This fellowship program, established by the Janina Domanska Literary
Estate and the de Grummond Children’s Literature Collection at the
University of Southern Mississippi in Hattiesburg, awards grants to
scholars engaged in projects based substantially on the holdings of the
de Grummond Collection. Grants up to $850 may be made for travel to the
collection, lodging, and meals. Applications must be postmarked by
December 1....
University of Southern Mississippi
Chicago Public Library wins web marketing award
[http://www.webaward.org/winner.asp?eid=10557]
The Chicago Public Library was honored September 16 with the Web
Marketing Association’s Government Standard of Excellence WebAward for
its newly designed website, launched March 4. The new site presents a
user-friendly experience and interactive interface with the library’s
offerings....
City of Chicago, Oct. 1
Doyle wins Thurber Prize
[http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/06/AR20081006
03287.html]
Larry Doyle, a former television writer-producer for The Simpsons, was
named the winner of the 2008 Thurber Prize for American Humor October 6.
He was cited for his novel I Love You, Beth Cooper, characterized as “a
hilarious yet painfully accurate account of high school in all its pimply
glory.” Doyle will receive $5,000. The two other finalists were Patricia
Marx for Him Her Him Again The End of Him and Simon Rich for Ant Farm....
Washington Post, Oct. 7
Seen Online
===========================================================================
Residents miffed at Trenton library brush-off
[http://www.zwire.com/site/index.cfm?newsid=20148699&BRD=1697&PAG=461&dept_
id=635489&rfi=8]
Residents complained one day after they were dissed at the Trenton (N.J.)
Public Library Board of Trustees meeting as the city’s library crisis
reached a new pitch. Board members bypassed a portion of their agenda
that allowed for public comment and avoided a dozen residents to hold an
executive session meeting. “We were just pushed out the door,” said
Brunivette Ramirez, who represented a group named Citizens Against East
Trenton Library Closure....
The Trentonian, Oct. 3
Video games as reader bait
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[http://www.nytimes.com/2008/10/06/books/06games.html]
Spurred by arguments that video games may teach a kind of digital
literacy that is becoming as important as proficiency in print, libraries
are hosting gaming tournaments, while schools are exploring how to
incorporate video games in the classroom. But doubtful teachers and
literacy experts question how effective it is to use an overwhelmingly
visual medium to connect youngsters to the written word. They suggest
that while a handful of players might be motivated to pick up a book,
many more will skip the text and go straight to the game....
New York Times, Oct. 5
First royalty rates set for digital music
[http://www.nytimes.com/2008/10/03/business/03royalty.html]
In a decision closely watched by the music industry, a panel of federal
judges who determine royalty rates for recordings ruled October 2 to
renew the current royalty rate for CDs and other physical recordings,
while setting rates for the first time for downloads, ring tones, and
other services. The ruling by the Copyright Royalty Board—a panel of
three judges appointed by the Librarian of Congress—applied strictly to
mechanical royalties, which are paid to the songwriters and publishers of
music, not the performers....
New York Times, Oct. 2
Residents plead to keep Yarmouth branch library
[http://www.capecodonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20081007/NEWS/8100
70305]
More than 100 people, primarily seniors, turned out at a public forum
October 6 to speak about the state of budget cuts in Yarmouth,
Massachusetts, and how they will affect library services. They expressed
displeasure at the possibility that one of the three branches of the
Yarmouth Town Libraries might soon be closed. They pleaded with members
of the library board to keep their library open no matter what else was
cut. The budget cuts are necessary after a $1.4 million override failed
September 16....
Cape Cod (Mass.) Times, Oct. 7
DCPL hires an architect
[http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/01/AR20081001
03063.html]
The District of Columbia Public Libraries have hired one of London’s
busiest and most prominent young architects to design replacement
buildings for two of the most distressed branches of its system. David
Adjaye, 42, a Tanzanian-born designer who has created homes for such
celebrities as Ewan McGregor, will design modern facilities to replace
the 1959 Washington Highlands branch and the 1961 Francis A. Gregory
branch. The choice of Adjaye, which came through a competitive process
involving library officials and neighborhood representatives, is a
remarkable statement of architectural ambition....
Washington Post, Oct. 2
book [http://www.dailygazette.com/news/2008/oct/03/1003_book/]
A book written for teenage girls has been pulled temporarily from the
shelves of the Galway (N.Y.) Public Library after a complaint filed by a
patron. Hang-Ups, Hook-Ups, and Holding Out: Stuff You Need to Know About
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Your Body, Sex, and Dating, by Melisa Holmes and Trish Hutchison was
offered at the library for a couple of months before being removed in
August, according to Library Director Ashley Poulin. Parent and library
patron Patricia Venditti raised concerns about the accuracy of some of
the information in the book....
Schenectady (N.Y.) Daily Gazette, Oct. 3
Artifact thief to serve prison time
[http://www.dailygazette.com/news/2008/oct/03/1003_archivesguy/]
A former state archivist and Civil War expert who stole hundreds of
historical documents and artifacts belonging to the New York State
Library and sold some of them over the Internet for personal profit was
sentenced October 2 to two to six years in prison. Daniel D. Lorello must
also must pay $125,500 in restitution and forfeit his personal collection
of historic artifacts and documents, valued at approximately $80,000, to
the New York State Library and Archives....
Schenectady (N.Y.) Daily Gazette, Oct. 3
Flexible Fred is dead
[http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2008/10/02/bones.A
RT_ART_10-02-08_B1_2ABG3TN.html?sid=101]
Flexible Fred, a 5-foot-tall, 200-bone plastic skeleton now slumps on his
roller stand in a corner of the Delaware County (Ohio) Law Library.
Purchased two years ago, the German-made skeleton
[http://www.einsteins-emporium.com/human-anatomy/sh222.htm] is used by
local lawyers, often for research in injury lawsuits. In his off-hours,
Flexible Fred has become a playmate for lawyers and clerks who haunt the
law library, librarian Judith Maxwell said. But after a complaint, the
skeleton was removed from public view....
Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch, Oct. 2
Shop for school libraries
[http://broadwayworld.com/viewcolumn.cfm?colid=33472]
On October 1, New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg, author Caroline
Kennedy, and actress Sarah Jessica Parker kicked off Shop for Public
Schools 2008. For one week in the fall, from October 1 through October 8,
participating merchants donate a portion of their proceeds to the Fund
for Public Schools to help revitalize public school libraries across the
city. Funds go toward a competitive grant program called Library REACH
(Revitalizing Education for Adolescents and Children)....
Broadway World, Oct. 1
Tech Talk
===========================================================================
Tech tips for the basic computer user
[http://pogue.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/10/02/tech-tips-for-the-basic-computer
-user/]
David Pogue writes: “Last week, I wrote an entry on my blog that began
like this: ‘One of these days, I&rsquo;m going to write a book called The
Basics. It&rsquo;s going to be a compendium of the essential tech bits
that you just assume everyone knows—but you&rsquo;re wrong.’ I&rsquo;m
sure the basics could fill a book, but here are a few to get you started.
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All of these are things that certain friends, family, or coworkers, over
the years, did not know. Clip, save, and pass along to . . . well, you
know who they are.”...
New York Times, Oct. 2
What is the future of human-powered search?
[http://www.readwriteweb.com/archives/human_powered_search.php]
Bernard Lunn writes: “Mahalo [http://www.mahalo.com/] popularized the
term ‘human powered search’ when they launched just over a year ago. Many
of the pitches we get still use that term as part of their positioning.
Many of them are bootstrapped, so the price of entry is clearly low. But
the upside has not yet been established. In this post we look at the pros
and cons of human-powered search engines in general, look at some
differentiating strategies, and ponder the future”....
ReadWriteWeb, Oct. 8
State of the blogosphere, 2008
[http://www.technorati.com/blogging/state-of-the-blogosphere/]
For its 2008 study, Technorati resolved to go beyond the numbers of the
Technorati Index to deliver even deeper insights into the blogging mind.
For the first time, it surveyed bloggers directly about the role of
blogging in their lives; the tools, time, and resources used to produce
their blogs; and how blogging has impacted them personally,
professionally, and financially. Bloggers were generous with their
thoughts and insights....
Technorati, Oct.
15 free high-quality WordPress themes
[http://www.noupe.com/wordpress/15-high-quality-premium-like-free-wordpress
-themes.html]
Many designer WordPress themes are good but few are one of a kind. The
choice is wide enough, but searching for new themes can be a challenge.
Noupe presents 15 free premium-like WordPress themes that you might want
to use for your next project. All have been released over the last few
months....
Noupe, Oct. 5
Setting up text alerts from your library is easy
[http://plablog.org/2008/10/omg-text-message-alerts-from-your-library-is-ea
sy.html]
Nate Hill writes: “I like to track librarians&rsquo; efforts to make
public libraries and their services accessible on mobile devices. Reports
like this one from Nielsen (PDF file
[http://www.nielsenmobile.com/documents/CriticalMass.pdf]) forecast that
accessing web content from your cellphone is going to be the widespread
norm of the future no matter where you live. The big question is how can
public libraries find a way to leverage their content in a manner that
identifies them as unique, convenient, and fun to use on a mobile
device?”...
PLA Blog, Oct. 2
Publishing
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The flames of Wrath [http://www.sacbee.com/107/story/1290582.html]
Dixie Reid writes: “In August 1939, The Grapes of Wrath was the most
popular book in America, and quickly becoming the most beleaguered. The
Kansas City library banned it, the San Francisco library relegated it to
closed shelves, and members of the East St. Louis, Illinois, library
board burned three copies. For a time, John Steinbeck’s epic Dust Bowl
saga was prohibited from traveling through the U.S. mails. Then the Kern
County Board of Supervisors voted to remove it from Bakersfield’s schools
and public libraries. So begins Rick Wartzman’s Obscene in the Extreme:
The Burning and Banning of John Steinbeck’s ‘The Grapes of Wrath’ (Public
Affairs Books).”...
Sacramento (Calif.) Bee, Oct. 6
The Salinas saga in fiction
[http://www.bookslut.com/bookslut_in_training/2008_10_013559.php]
Coleen Mondor writes: “Lewis Buzbee’s new mystery/ghost story
Steinbeck&rsquo;s Ghostis is very original. Buzbee has taken the real
events surrounding the 2004 proposed closing of the John Steinbeck
Library in Salinas, California, and turned it into a novel about why
books matter, especially John Steinbeck in particular, why living an
original life that doesn&rsquo;t blindly follow the herd is something to
strive for, and—most deliciously—why dead authors sometimes haunt their
former surroundings in an effort to give one final message to readers.”...
Bookslut, Oct.
In praise of Judy Blume [http://www.ew.com/ew/article/0,,20229048,00.html]
Diablo Cody writes: “I grew up devouring the Judy Blume canon at our
woefully small public library. The covers were hazy illustrations that
evoked Playtex bra ads from the ’70s; the pages had been worn pulpy-soft
by a thousand juvenile thumbs. But the first book I read of Blume’s was
not one of her infamous adolescent sagas. It was a kiddie story called
Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing, which nonetheless seemed so exotic to me
it might as well have been a Macedonian travelogue.”...
Entertainment Weekly, Oct. 3
BioMed Central sold to Springer
[http://www.sciam.com/blog/60-second-science/post.cfm?id=open-access-publis
her-biomed-centra-2008-10-07]
Open access pioneer BioMed Central has been acquired by German publisher
Springer Science+Business Media. Those in the open access movement had
watched BioMed Central with keen interest. Founded in 2000, it was the
first for-profit open access publisher and advocates feared that when the
company was sold, its approach might change. BioMed Central publisher
Matthew Cockerill said the open access policy wopuld continue....
Scientific American Blog, Oct. 7
ABC-CLIO to publish Greenwood titles
[http://www.abc-clio.com/publishing/pressview.aspx?contentid=100396]
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt has granted ABC-CLIO a perpetual license to use
the imprints and publish the titles of Greenwood Publishing Group,
including Greenwood Press, Praeger Publishers, Praeger Security
International, and Libraries Unlimited. Greenwood copyrights will also be
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transferred to ABC-CLIO, effective October 1....
ABC-CLIO, Oct. 1
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Actions & Answers
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[http://www.co.henrico.va.us/library/images/twMatt.JPG]See live humans
read banned books!
[http://www.boingboing.net/2008/10/03/library-celebrates-b.html]
The Twin Hickory Area branch of the Henrico (Va.) Public Library created
a “live” Banned Book Week display. Volunteer readers sat in the display
and silently read banned and challenged books. Adrienne writes: “So far
it’s gotten a lot of attention—we hear a lot of ‘Mom, what are those
people doing in there?’ The best part has been hearing parents explain to
their kids what the display is all about, which is exactly what we wanted
to happen!”...
Boing Boing, Oct. 3; Henrico (Va.) Public Library
Supreme Court declines gay-exposure case
[http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/school_law/2008/10/supreme_court_denies_par
ents_a.html]
The U.S. Supreme Court declined to review the appeal of two Massachusetts
families that a school district violated their rights by exposing
children to books promoting tolerance for gay marriage and families led
by same-sex couples. One family objected to their child being presented
in kindergarten and 1st grade with two books that portrayed diverse
families, while the other family objected to a 2nd-grade teacher’s
reading to their son’s class a book that celebrated gay marriage....
School Law Blog, Oct. 6
Why librarians should contribute to Wikipedia
[http://www.infotoday.com/online/sep08/Pressley_McCallum.shtml]
Lauren Pressley and Carolyn J. McCallum write: “The presence of
librarians in Wikipedia as content contributors would assist with the
creation and maintenance of a more scholarly environment. Their
involvement could change academicians&rsquo; minds about Wikipedia. What
is currently shunned by many in academia as a flawed information resource
would become regarded as a good place to begin their research. When
following an external link to a library&rsquo;s website, nonlibrary users
may want to explore their local libraries to discover what other valuable
information and resources can be found.”...
Online, Sept./Oct.
Bookmobile to Cuba
[http://www.travelpod.com/travel-blog-entries/danalubow/1/1217790120/tpod.h
tml]
This project started with two U.S. librarians, Dana Lubow and Rhonda
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Neugebauer, who had organized librarian delegations to Cuba and who
wanted to support Cuban librarians. They learned from Cuban librarians
that a bookmobile would be very appreciated in the rural province of
Granma to provide outreach services, so they purchased one on eBay. Soon
they determined that the best way to get the bookmobile to Cuba was to
join the Pastors for Peace Caravan travel challenge. This travel blog
tells their story....
The Bookmobile and Pastors for Peace
[http://www.flickr.com/photos/statelibraryofnsw/2880982738/]Australian
library photo archive on Flickr
[http://www.pcworld.idg.com.au/index.php/id;973777376;fp;2;fpid;1]
The State Library of New South Wales has partnered with Flickr to provide
unprecedented access to its extensive archive of photographs. This is the
first partnership between Flickr and an Australian library. 100 images
[http://www.flickr.com/photos/statelibraryofnsw] have initially been made
available, among them an image of Australia’s first commercially produced
amphibious car, the German Amphicar (right); photos from the first
Australasian Antarctic Expedition; and shots from the opening of the
Harbour Bridge....
PC World (Australia), Oct. 2
School libraries renewed
[http://www.districtadministration.com/viewarticle.aspx?articleid=1726]
Ann M. Martin writes: “School library programs provide context to
learning, synthesis of curriculum, and real-life applications of
concepts. They can act as the great equalizer when it comes to educating
all students and preparing them for the 21st century, and they can offer
all students resources and information that can support every facet of
their life and learning. In this time of accountability and assessment,
studies show that a well-stocked library staffed by a licensed library
media specialist results in increases of 10%–20% on standardized
tests.”...
District Administration, Oct.
Losinski elected ULC chair
[http://www.urbanlibraries.org/losinski_1008.html]
The Urban Libraries Council has elected Patrick Losinski, executive
director of the Columbus (Ohio) Metropolitan Library, as chair of its
Executive Board. As chair, he will lead ULC&rsquo;s 16-member board
through June 2009. Representing both ULC members and stakeholders of
North America’s major public libraries, the board sets direction and
guides ULC’s programs and its development....
Urban Libraries Council, Oct. 7
IMLS releases 2007 state library agency data
[http://www.imls.gov/news/2008/100208.shtm]
The Institute of Museum and Library Services has released 2007 data on
state library agencies in the 50 states and the District of Columbia
collected through the State Library Agencies Survey. The survey collected
data on 278 items, including state library agency identification,
governance, public service hours, service outlets, collections, library
service transactions, revenue, expenditures, and electronic services and
information. The data is available
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[http://harvester.census.gov/imls/data/stla/index.asp] in Access and Flat
(ascii) File format....
Institute of Museum and Library Services, Oct. 2
From Bozeman to Bahrain
[http://www.montana.edu/cpa/news/nwview.php?article=6287]
Elaine Peterson (center), information resources specialist at Montana
State University’s Renne Library in Bozeman, was in Bahrain for more than
a month this summer through the Fulbright Senior Specialists award
program to help train staff members who will be working at a new national
library in Manama. Although she had vowed not to bring up political or
religious topics, she quickly learned that the Bahraini people with whom
she worked wanted to discuss the very issues she sought to avoid....
Montana State University, Oct. 1
Basic primary sources in Islamic religion
[http://journal.atla.com/ojs/index.php/theolib/article/view/40/35] (PDF
file)
Paula Youngman Skreslet writes: “Few librarians have much training in
Islamic culture and religion, and fewer in the Arabic language (or
Persian or Turkish), making the whole task of instructional support seem
quite intimidating. Librarians with experience in medieval studies,
patristics or scholastic theology will find they can cope more easily
with the bibliographic challenges, but they will still have to deal with
unfamiliar subject matter in a highly specialized area. This
bibliographic essay offers a glimpse of some of the chief categories in
the literature of Islam, and mentions a few works that are accessible in
English translation.”...
Theological Librarianship 1, no. 1 (2008)
Google Blog Search relaunches
[http://www.readwriteweb.com/archives/google_blogsearch_relaunches_a.php]
Marshall Kirkpatrick writes: “In its first major upgrade ever, Google
Blog Search [http://blogsearch.google.com] just relaunched and looks
radically different. Instead of the blank page look of Google.com,
Blogsearch now looks like Google News (but uglier), with the hottest
topics from the blogosphere aggregated on the front page. Readers can
drill down in 11 different categories, from technology, business, sports,
and entertainment. Google says you can use Blogsearch to see what the
world is talking about
[http://googleblog.blogspot.com/2008/10/browse-what-world-is-saying-on-blog
.html].”...
ReadWriteWeb, Oct. 1; Official Google Blog, Oct. 1
Dutch researcher: Paper and pencil boost creativity
[http://www.enews20.com/news_Paper_and_pencil_not_computer_boosts_creativit
y_12353.html]
Paper, pencil, and books are the key to developing one’s creativity and
maximizing one’s intelligence, says Dutch psychologist Christof van
Nimwegen. The Dutch researcher recently completed a doctoral dissertation
at Utrecht University on the effects of software on the functioning of
the human brain. He says software turns us into passive beings, subjected
to the whims of computers, randomly clicking on icons and menu options.
In the long run, this hinders our creativity and memory....
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eNews 2.0, Oct. 3
Hadley School for the Blind seeks librarian volunteers
[http://www.hadley.edu/Hadley-bookshare.asp]
The Hadley School for the Blind in Winnetka, Illinois, is seeking 10
librarian volunteers to help expand its online library, which offers
books and periodicals in refreshable Braille and talking book formats
through Bookshare.org. Librarians interested in helping should contact
Dianna Messina [mailto:dianna@hadley.edu], (800) 323-4238, by October
15....
Hadley School for the Blind
[http://www.flickr.com/photos/85009674@N00/2915833503/]Alchemy
laboratories
[http://bibliodyssey.blogspot.com/2008/10/alchemy-laboratories.html]
PK has gathered together a fascinating selection of rare-book
illustrations depicting alchemists and their laboratories. Many were
sourced from the Edgar Fahs Smith Collection
[http://dewey.library.upenn.edu/sceti/smith/] at the Schoenberg Center
for Electronic Text and Image at the University of Pennsylvania
Libraries. The illustration here is Le Docteur Alchimiste, from an
original painting by David Teniers the Younger (1610–1690) and engraved
by Jacques Nicolas Tardieu sometime in the 1700s....
BibliOdyssey, Oct. 6
[http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t0Fwyos4_4U]Wizards of the Coast: Gaming
in libraries [http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t0Fwyos4_4U]
Libraries are a perfect place to provide gaming support to local gamer
groups and clubs. The Wizards Play Network is aimed at arranging for
locations—such as libraries, schools, and community centers—and the
resources to get people together, to make it even easier to set up and
host gaming nights and casual gaming competitions. Tom Ko (right)
explains the basics of Magic: The Gathering (a trading card game) and
Dungeons and Dragons (the archetypal role-playing game)....
YouTube, Oct. 8
[http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eyoR7Pch6Uo]Gumdrops in the library
[http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eyoR7Pch6Uo]
This catchy music video (2:07) stars a library, a librarian (right,
played by Esse L. Maple), a fluffy library cat, a bunch of dancing kids,
and a bunch of dancing Smittens. “Gumdrops” is from The Smittens’ third
album, The Coolest Thing about Love. Scenes were shot in the Lawrence
Barnes Elementary School library, Burlington, Vermont. The Smittens
performed the soundtrack for the YALSA Young Adult Literature Symposium
video
[http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/young-adult-literature-symposium-2008]....
YouTube, July 12
===========================================================================
To unsubscribe from this newsletter: click here [<%=
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[http://gaming.ala.org/resources/index.php?title=Main_Page#National_Gaming_
Day_.40_your_library]
[http://www.wizards.com/default.asp?x=dci/wpn/main]
===========================================================================
[http://www.ala.org/ala/conferencesevents/upcoming/midwinter/home.cfm]
ALA Midwinter Meeting,
[http://www.ala.org/ala/conferencesevents/upcoming/midwinter/2009/faq.cfm]
Denver, January 23–28. Each morning (Saturday, Sunday, and Monday,
January 24–26), get up early and attend a lively, educational, and
innovative Sunrise Speaker session,
[http://www.ala.org/ala/conferencesevents/upcoming/midwinter/2009/specialev
ents.cfm#sunrise] which will run from 8–9:00 a.m. Featured speakers are
Leigh Rubin, Dom Testa, Kevin J. Anderson, and Richard North Patterson.
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=home]
The October 15 issue of Booklist
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=home] features a
spotlight on series nonfiction (including the Top 10 Ongoing Series). A
second spotlight on business includes Brad Hooper’s picks of the top 10
business books, and Sue Ellen Beauregard's business on audio. NEW!
From Booklist.

In this issue
October 2008
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/tableofcontents/2008contents/oct2008.cfm]
Libraries Connect Communities
Dysfunctional Staff
Rethinking the E-Rate

The Association for Library and Information Science Education
[http://www.alise.org/mc/page.do?sitePageId=62136&orgId=ali] is gearing
up for its 2009 Annual Conference in Denver, January 20–23. The theme is
“Transforming LIS Education for the 21st Century: i-Create.”
Career Leads from
[http://joblist.ala.org/]
Children and Teen Sales Coordinator for Western U.S.,
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/october/100808.txt[7/17/2014 1:39:03 PM]

[http://joblist.ala.org/modules/jobseeker/controller.cfm?scr=jobdetail&jobi
d=11878] Baker & Taylor. Responsible for increasing sales revenue of CATS
materials and services in the public library market. The job will support
and leverage the existing field sales force to assist them in selling
CATS services and programs. The individual will be developing and closing
new account opportunities, calling on and retaining current public
library customers, while growing sales within the Western U.S. region....
@ More jobs [http://joblist.ala.org/]...

Digital Library of the Week
[http://elane.stanford.edu/images/exhibits/tobacco/luckystrike/20679physici
ansL.jpg]
Stanford School of Medicine’s Lane Library put together Not a Cough in a
Carload [http://lane.stanford.edu/tobacco/index.html] exhibit in the
library’s physical space from February through September 2007. Early in
the 20th century, when questions about the health effects of smoking
became a topic of widespread discussion, tobacco companies undertook a
multifaceted campaign to allay the public’s fears. As terms like
“smoker's cough” and “coffin nails” (referring to cigarettes) began to
appear in the popular vernacular, tobacco marketers recognized the need
to counter this threat to their livelihood. One strategy was to use
endorsements by healthy and vigorous appearing singers, Hollywood stars,
and elite athletes. Another was to depict doctors as satisfied and
enthusiastic partakers of the smoking habit. In order to extend access to
a broader audience and provide expandable digital display space for
Robert, Laurie, and Rachel Jackler’s extensive collection of tobacco
advertising images, Lane developed this web-based interface. The physical
exhibit is on display through December 26 at Healy Hall at the Science,
Industry, and Business Library of the New York Public Library, 188
Madison Avenue, at 34th Street.
Do you know of a digital library collection that we can mention in this
AL Direct feature? Tell us about it. [mailto:aldirect@ala.org]

Public Perception
How the World
Sees Us
“Some readers pine for the time when they were the only ones in the
library. How long do you think taxpayers will support an institution that
serves so few? . . . These readers do not understand the true purpose of
the library; they are nostalgic for an earlier time. Do they want to go
back to black-and-white TV or telegrams? Why should they expect a
dynamic, service-oriented institution to remain the same?”
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?Bobbi, in a letter to the King Features Syndicate column Hints from
Heloise, Oct. 6.

Find out how fair use prevailed in the Harry Potter Lexicon case in this
special Association of Research Libraries report (PDF file
[http://www.arl.org/bm~doc/harrypotterrev2.pdf]) by Jonathan Band.

Ask the ALA Librarian

Q. I have been trying to locate information on the latest Newbery Award
winners, but all the links appear to be broken. Can you help?
A. The ALA website went through a complete overhaul in late September and
we are still sorting out and repairing the resulting broken links. There
are several ways to find the information you are seeking, but any stored
bookmarks on your browser from before October 2008 will probably not
work. Information about the latest Newbery Medal winners,
[http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/newberymedal
/newberymedal.cfm] and many of ALA’s other well-known awards, can be
found on our Media Awards
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Media_Awards] wiki page.
You may also be interested in our Fun Facts About ALA&#8217;s Literature
and Media Awards,
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Fun_Facts_About_ALA%27s_Li
terature_and_Media_Awards] or Media Awards Acceptance Speeches.
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Media_Awards_Acceptance_Sp
eeches] From the ALA Professional Tips wiki
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Locating_Awards_Informatio
n].
@ The ALA Librarian [mailto:AskTheLibrarian@ala.org] welcomes your
questions.

Calendar
Oct. 25:
York Book and Paper Fair, [http://www.yorkbookandpaper.com/] York (Pa.)
Expo Center.
Oct. 26–28:
HBCU Library Alliance, [http://www.hbculibraries.org/] Third Membership
Meeting, Marriott Charlotte Executive Park, North Carolina. Oct. 26
preconference on “Care and Conservation of Photographic Collections.”
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Oct. 28–29:
Translating the Middle Ages: An International Conference,
[http://www.medieval.uiuc.edu/events/translating/index.html] cosponsored
by the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign Program in Medieval
Studies, the Center for Translation Studies, and International Programs
and Studies, held at the Illini Union.
Nov. 2&ndash;3:
Massachusetts School Library Association,
[http://maschoolibraries.org/content/view/180/146/] Annual Conference,
Sturbridge. &ldquo;Survivor MSLA!&rdquo;
Nov. 4&ndash;7:
Wisconsin Library Association,
[http://www.wla.lib.wi.us/conferences/2008/index.htm] Annual Conference,
Madison Marriott West, Middleton. &ldquo;Wisconsin Libraries: Building a
Better Tomorrow.&rdquo;
Nov. 5&ndash;6:
Ohio Library Council,
[http://www.olc.org/InnovativeEnvironments08Conferences.asp]Innovative
Environments Conference, Columbus.
Nov. 5&ndash;8:
New York Library Association, [http://www.nyla.org/index.php?page_id=70]
Annual Conference, Saratoga Springs. &ldquo;Connecting, Collaborating,
Cooperating.&rdquo;
Nov. 6&ndash;8:
Colorado Association of Libraries, [http://cal-webs.org/conference.html]
Annual Conference, Marriott Denver Tech Center. &ldquo;Communities and
Libraries.&rdquo;
Nov. 8 &ndash;15: Pennsylvania Library Association,
[http://pala.affiniscape.com/displayconvention.cfm?conventionnbr=5545]
Annual Conference, Valley Forge Convention Center/Scanticon Hotel.
&ldquo;Pennsylvania Libraries: Leading For Life.&rdquo;
Nov. 14&ndash;17:
California Library Association,
[http://www.cla-net.org/events/confexhibition.php] Annual Conference, San
Jose. &ldquo;Leading the Way.&rdquo;
Nov. 16&ndash;18:
Public Education Network, [http://www.publiceducation.org/events.asp]
Annual Conference, Intercontinental Mark Hopkins Hotel, San Francisco.
Nov. 17&ndash;18:
Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition,
[http://www.arl.org/sparc/meetings/ir08/] Digital Repositories Meeting,
Renaissance Harborplace Hotel, Baltimore.
Nov. 18&ndash;20:
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Indiana Library Federation,
[http://www.ilfonline.org/Upcoming_Conferences/annconf07.htm] Annual
Conference, Indianapolis. &ldquo;Libraries Without Walls.&rdquo;
Nov. 19&ndash;21:
Minnesota Library Association,
[http://www.mnlibraryassociation.org/conference.htm] Annual Conference,
Sheraton Bloomington.
Nov. 20:
North Carolina Preservation Consortium, [http://www.ncpreservation.org/]
Annual Conference, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill.
&ldquo;Cultural Respect in Preservation and Conservation.&rdquo;
Nov. 20&ndash;22:
Tennessee Association of School Librarians,
[http://www.discoveret.org/tasl/] Annual Conference, Franklin Marriott,
Cool Springs.
Nov. 25–27:
World Congress of Muslim Librarians and Information Scientists,
[http://www.wcomlis.org/Home.html] Putra World Trade Centre, Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia. “Knowledge Empowerment and Information Resources
Enrichment.”
Feb. 9–12:
Electronic Resources and Libraries Conference,
[http://www.electroniclibrarian.org/erlwiki/Main_Page] University of
California, Los Angeles.
@ More [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/calendar/calendar.cfm]...
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U.S. & World News
Economic uncertainty spreads
to library endowments

The stock market losses that have
recently hit global markets might be
taking some carefully stewarded library
endowments along for the ride. Even as
the market began its dramatic midSeptember seesaw of alarming drops and
partial recoveries, two public library executives lost their jobs at one
of the few libraries ever endowed personally by Andrew Carnegie.
Panicked stock-market sell-offs have paralyzed credit lines and bond
markets at the state and municipal levels and only made a bad
situation worse for libraries from Oregon to New Jersey....
American Libraries Online, Oct. 14

Gunman kills fellow librarian at Texas community
college

A librarian at Northeast Lakeview College in Live Oak, Texas, was
shot and killed at the library October 13 by an adjunct librarian at
the school. About 15 to 20 students were in the building when Alan
Godin, 62, entered the library at about 2:15 p.m., shot Devin
Zimmerman, 37, and then sat down and waited to be arrested, said
Eric Reno, president of the college. Godin was later charged with
murder and held on $250,000 bond....
American Libraries Online, Oct. 14

Timber-payment renewal won’t bail
out Oregon libraries

Among the extras added into the Emergency
Economic Stabilization Act of 2008, which
President Bush signed into law October 3, was
nearly $1.7 billion in federal timber payments
that had long been sought by four economically
devastated Oregon counties dependent on the
fiscal safety net for logging-industry losses since the 1990s. “It
remains to be seen what the impact is. We’re not celebrating for
libraries,” Oregon State Librarian Jim Scheppke cautioned....
American Libraries Online, Oct. 10
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ALA Midwinter Meeting,
Denver, January 23–28.
Thinking about taking a
train or a bus? The
California Zephyr Amtrak
train route passes
through Denver, and
Greyhound buses arrive
and depart 24 hours a
day.

AL Direct, October 15, 2008

ALA News
American Libraries lifts access
restrictions

American Libraries celebrated the first Open
Access Day, October 14, by opening up its
content on the Web and making its
companion weekly e-newsletter, American
Libraries Direct, available to anyone for the
asking. The current issue of the print
magazine is now open to all, as are back issues through 2003; they
were all formerly accessible only with a member log-in. Nonmembers
may now sign up for AL Direct; ALA members merely need to keep
an up-to-date email address in their membership profile....

Wisconsin student wins Step Up to
the Plate grand prize

Thanks to a trip to his local library, 11-yearold Oscar Youngquist of Racine, Wisconsin, is
about to take another journey—this time to
the National Baseball Hall of Fame and
Museum. Hall of Famer Ozzie Smith (right)
drew Youngquist’s name as the grand-prize
winner of the Step Up to the Plate @ your library program.
Youngquist was randomly chosen from among contestants who
correctly answered a series of baseball trivia questions developed by
the Hall of Fame’s library staff....

Check out new and
noteworthy ALA books
in the latest
(Fall/Winter) ALA
Editions catalog,
arranged by topic for
your convenience. You
can download a copy
(PDF file) or request
one online. NEW!
From ALA Editions.

In this issue
October 2008

Radio campaign promotes Latino
library use

To help bridge the opportunity gap, a new en
tu biblioteca (“at your library”) radio
campaign encourages Latinos to connect with
their local librarians and access free materials
and resources available through their
libraries. In partnership with Spanish-language Univision Radio, ALA
launched the campaign to respond to data that shows Latinos are
less likely than other groups to use their local libraries. PSAs are
airing in 10 of the top Latino media markets....

Virtual poster sessions: There’s still time

This year, under President Jim Rettig’s leadership, ALA members will
have new opportunities to participate and communicate their success
stories. One of these opportunities is an ALA-wide virtual poster
session. The first of two will debut this fall; its focus is “Community
Central.” Share ways you are making your library vital in your
community. Submit a proposal to John M. Budd by November 15....

Libraries Connect
Communities
Dysfunctional Staff
Rethinking the ERate

ALA finances

American Libraries Editor-in-Chief Leonard Kniffel writes: “‘Where is
the outrage?’ That’s what Garrison Keillor asked recently in his
syndicated column, calling the federal bailout of the financial market
‘a calamity people accept as if it were just one more hurricane. . . .
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Join the Readergirlz for
Night Bites, a MySpace
chat series featuring

AL Direct, October 15, 2008

It wasn’t their money they were playing with,’ he added. ‘It was
yours. Where were the cops?’ It was library money too, and already
we are seeing the effect on philanthropy and on budgets at the local
level.”...
AL Inside Scoop, Oct. 9

Banned Books Week cartoons and videos
We were pleased that Stephanie Piro, from the
Goodwin Library in Farmington, New Hampshire, shared
her wonderful cartoons celebrating Banned Books Week
with us—and we couldn’t resist sharing one (right). If
you haven’t done so, check out Unshelved’s excellent
Bland Books Week series from August 11–15. And
don’t forget the BBW AL Focus videos....
OIF Blog, Oct. 14

Featured review: Adult books

Ferguson, Niall. The Ascent of Money: A
Financial History of the World. Nov. 2008.
397p. Penguin, hardcover (978-1-59420-1929).
British historian Ferguson follows Empire
(2003), his provocative take on British
history, and his equally provocative take on
the American “empire” in Colossus (2004),
with a not so much provocative as fresh look
at the history of money and its ramifications
on how modern life has evolved, since to him “money is the
root of most progress.” One of his basic premises cannot be
argued with: Most people in the English-speaking world are
woefully ignorant of things financial. To that end, Ferguson, in
his desire to educate the general public, presents the history
of money within these contexts: the rise of money and the
history of credit, and the histories of the bond market, the
stock market, insurance, the real-estate market, and
international finance. There is an ease to his prose that leaves
this complicated subject interesting to and approachable by
any general reader....

Top 10 business books

Brad Hooper writes: “It is the privilege
and even the duty of the conscientious
public librarian to make certain the
business collection is as inclusive as
possible and will appeal to as many
readers as possible. Although
management books are to be included,
the collection should not consist entirely of management
books. Here are 10 outstanding titles reviewed in Booklist over
the past year that are worthy of inclusion in, and guaranteed
to expand the range of, any public library business
collection.”...
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several popular YA
authors each night
through October 17, in
honor of Teen Read
Week. Check out the
Readergirlz trailer.

Career Leads
from

Business Research
Librarian, Emory
University, Atlanta. The
Goizueta Business
Library at Emory
University has an
exciting opportunity for
a self-confident,
imaginative, and
energetic business
librarian to work with a
top business school.
This individual will be
the Marketing area
liaison, responsible for
developing relationships
with the Business
School’s Marketing
faculty and for
collection and content
development and
instruction in this
discipline; she/he will
also share the liaison
role for the business
school’s full time MBA
program. There is
additionally a strong
interest in identifying a
candidate who will take
the lead on the
Business Library’s
assessment and
benchmarking efforts....

@

More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week

AL Direct, October 15, 2008

@

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

Denver Update
Things to do in Denver

The Denver Metro Convention & Visitors
Bureau website could be your first stop when
planning your visit for the ALA Midwinter
Meeting in January. It offers tips on what to
do, dining, nightlife, and special events. For
example, dinosaurs are big in D-Town. The city lies on some of the
most fossil-rich land in the world, which means finding a piece of
prehistoric history is as easy as walking your dog....
Denver Metro Convention & Visitors Bureau

10 Denver desserts

Even in the midst of a Denver winter, you may
wish to try out some of the city’s after-meal
specialties. Denver Life fashion writer Jessica
Rubino has compiled a list of her favorite
desserts and the restaurants where they live....
Denver Metro Convention & Visitors Bureau

Division News
AASL releases 2008
longitudinal study results

AASL has released the results from its
2008 School Libraries Count! longitudinal
study of public and independent school
library media specialists. Highlights from
the survey include surprising findings
about the usage of 2.0 tools in schools at
all grade levels. Schools are using such collaborative tools as wikis to
support and enhance classroom teaching, and 74.1% of respondents
said they offer remote access to the school library media program’s
online databases. The survey will be conducted annually to provide
data on the health of the nation’s school library media programs....

National Learning 4 Life initiative

AASL is launching a national initiative to
support states, school systems, and individual
schools in implementing the Standards for the
21st-Century Learner. The goal of the initiative, Learning 4 Life, is to
increase awareness and understanding of the learning standards and
to create a committed group of stakeholders with a shared voice....

Present a program at PLA National
Conference

PLA is accepting preconference and program
proposals for its 13th National Conference, to be
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The Denver Public
Library’s Western
History Digital
Collection chronicles
the people, events, and
places that shaped the
settlement and growth
of the Western frontier.
The works of many
outstanding
photographers are
represented and feature
images of North
American Indians,
pioneer life, mining,
Buffalo Bill’s Wild West
Show, Denver, Colorado
towns (such as Cripple
Creek, above), and
railroads. The complete
undigitized collection
(materials that have not
yet been scanned for
viewing online) consists
of more than 600,000
prints, negatives, glass
negatives, cartes-devisite, tintypes,
photograph albums, and
stereocards, the
majority dating from the
19th century.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.

Public
Perception
How the World
Sees Us

“I just like the vibe
in libraries, the
musty smell, the
out-of-date books,
the ultra-helpful
librarians, the way
people will

AL Direct, October 15, 2008

held March 23–27, 2010, in Portland, Oregon.
Proposals may be submitted through an online
form available on the PLA 2010 Conference website. Proposals may
be created and updated until November 30....

AASL sponsors two Emerging Leaders

AASL will sponsor Suzanna Panter and Beth Patin for the 2009 ALA
Emerging Leaders program. Panter is currently library information
specialist at Dumbarton Elementary School in Henrico, Virginia, and
Patin is head librarian at Holy Cross School for Boys in New Orleans.
The Emerging Leaders program enables newer librarians from across
the country to serve the profession in a leadership capacity....

ALSC picks an Emerging Leader

ALSC will sponsor Madeline Walton-Hadlock as a 2009 ALA Emerging
Leader. Walton-Hadlock is youth services librarian at San Jose (Calif.)
Public Library, where she coordinates youth services for the English
and Spanish speakers in the community. She will receive $1,000 to
attend ALA’s 2009 Midwinter Meeting and Annual Conference....

generally respect
the ‘quiet in the
library’ theme, the
charming fact that
they are still
clinging to the
Dewey Decimal
System. I find that
inspiring, really.”
—Kansas City (Mo.) Star
columnist Joe Posnanski, in
a talk at the Olathe (Kans.)
Public Library during Banned
Books Week.

Awards
RUSA award honors library labor links

RUSA seeks nominations for the 2009 John Sessions Memorial Award.
The award, a plaque supported by a donation from the AFL-CIO,
recognizes a library or library system that has made a significant
effort to work with the labor community and has consequently
brought recognition of the history and contribution of the labor
movement to the development of the United States. All nominations
must be received by December 15....

RUSA book reviewing award

RUSA seeks nominations for the 2009 Louis Shores/Greenwood
Publishing Group Award. The award is presented to a librarian,
individual, group, editor, review medium, or organization for their
extraordinary contribution to the book/media reviewing process that
helps librarians make selection decisions. All nominations must be
received by December 15....

2007 Arab American Book Award
winners

Six Arab-American authors will be honored with book
awards at the Arab American National Museum in
Dearborn, Michigan, November 1. The Arab American
Book Award program encourages the publication of
books that preserve and advance the understanding
and knowledge of the Arab-American community.
The winner for the best children’s/YA fiction was
Ibtisam Barakat, for Tasting the Sky: A Palestinian
Childhood (Farrar Straus Giroux)....
Arab American National Museum, Oct. 13

Seen Online
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In the October issue of
College & Research
Libraries News,
Kristine Fowler
describes the
excitement at the
University of
Minnesota Library’s
high-energy Science
Quiz Bowl as
students show off their
knowledge and quick
recall as they compete
for prizes and glory.

Ask the ALA
Librarian

AL Direct, October 15, 2008

Ethiopian librarian is one of
CNN’s Top 10 Heroes

Born in rural Ethiopia to an illiterate cattle
merchant who insisted upon his son’s
education, children’s librarian Yohannes
Gebregeorgis (right) established Ethiopia
Reads in 1988 to open reading centers
and donkey-pulled mobile libraries. A blueribbon panel chose him as one of CNN’s
Top 10 Heroes for 2008. The public has the chance until November
20 to vote for Gebregeorgis or one of the other nine heroes as CNN
Hero of the Year....
CNN, Oct. 9

Schools soon required to teach web safety

Schools receiving e-rate discounts on their telecommunications
services and internet access soon will have to educate their students
about online safety, sexual predators, and cyberbullying, thanks to
federal legislation passed in both the Senate and the House. The
Broadband Data Improvement Act (S.1492), sponsored by Sen.
Daniel Inouye (D-Hawaii), requires the Federal Trade Commission to
carry out a national public awareness program focused on educating
children how to use the internet in safe and responsible ways....
eSchool News, Oct. 13

Publisher donates $20 million for
new Norfolk library

Frank Batten Sr. has donated $20 million to help
Norfolk, Virginia, build a $50-million downtown
library complex a decade sooner than expected,
Mayor Paul Fraim announced October 7. Batten is
the retired chairman of Landmark Media
Enterprises LLC, which publishes the Norfolk
Virginian-Pilot. He challenged the city to use the
money to build the most advanced library in the region, with hightech research capabilities unavailable elsewhere....
Norfolk Virginian-Pilot, Oct. 7

Frank Gehry’s Princeton science
library

James S. Russell writes: “Saw-toothed glass
dances in a conga line above leaping arcs of
metal roof at the newly opened Peter B.
Lewis Science Library at Princeton
University. The signature hand of Los
Angeles architect Frank Gehry is unmistakable. One never expects a
Gehry design to be a sober monument to scholarship, and the Lewis
library is no different. Its gregarious explosion of forms sits among a
growing complex devoted to a broad range of sciences and related
fields.”...

Bloomberg, Oct. 14
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Q. A fellow librarian
mentioned an article
that he read in
American Libraries,
and I would like to
read it also. Can you
help?
A. The current issue
of American Libraries
and back issues since
January 2003 are now
available online. If the
article you are
searching for precedes
2003, then you should
contact your local
public library to see if
they have a copy of it,
or can request it
through InterLibrary
Loan. From the ALA
Professional Tips wiki.

@ The ALA Librarian
welcomes your
questions.

Calendar
Nov. 12–14:

Sofia 2008,
Globalization and the
Management of
Information Resources,
Sofia, Bulgaria.

Nov. 14–15:

American
Antiquarian Society,
Conference, Worcester,
Massachusetts. “Home,
School, Play, Work:
The Visual and Textual
Worlds of Children.”

AL Direct, October 15, 2008

Google library partners to offer
digital backup

A group of major universities has been
quietly working for the past two years to build one of the largest
online collections of books ever assembled, by pooling the millions of
volumes that Google has scanned in its partnership with university
libraries. One of the most important functions of the project is to
create a stable backup of the digital books should Google go
bankrupt or lose interest in the book-searching business. The project
is called HathiTrust, and so far it consists of the members of the
Committee on Institutional Cooperation....
Chronicle of Higher Education, Oct. 13

The Massachusetts green library initiative

Massachusetts is offering $5 million to entice municipalities to go
green when they renovate or build new libraries. The green incentives
are available to 31 cities and towns that were awarded $95 million in
construction grants in August by the state Board of Library
Commissioners, said director Robert C. Maier. Municipalities that were
awarded library construction money must submit a letter of intent by
November 3 to qualify for the incentive....
Boston Herald, Oct. 12

New York bookmobile to end
its rural run

Legislators were told October 8 that
bookmobile service throughout the
Chautauqua-Cattaraugus (N.Y.) Library
System will be reduced in the first six months of 2009 and will cease
in June due to escalating costs. Members of the system’s Board of
Trustees said the decision was necessary due to an anticipated
decrease in state funding, rising fuel costs, and the fact that the
aging bookmobile will cost an estimated $250,000 to replace....
Buffalo (N.Y.) News, Oct. 9

Mississippi’s first public library:
Biloxi or Port Gibson?

What city in Mississippi can claim the first
public library? The answer is a matter of
interpretation. In 1818, when the Mississippi
Literary and Library Company of Gibson Port
gained state approval, it was a subscription library. But Jamie Bounds
Ellis, local history and genealogy librarian for the Harrison County
(Miss.) Library System, believes the Biloxi Library (above) is correct
in its claim to be the first (1898) free public library in the state. The
key word is “free.”...
Biloxi (Miss.) Sun-Herald, Oct. 13; Jackson (Miss.) Clarion-Ledger, Nov. 21, 1976

Champlain map cleared for
auction

Harvard University experts have
determined that a rare 1612 map of
Canada to be sold November 13 at a
Sotheby’s auction in Britain is not the
one found missing from Harvard’s
special collections in 2005. The loss of the Harvard copy of explorer
Samuel de Champlain’s map of New France came to light during an
FBI investigation that led to the arrest and conviction of
Massachusetts antiquarian E. Forbes Smiley. Harvard spokeswoman
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Nov. 20:

8th Annual
Augustana
Information Literacy
in Academic Libraries
Workshop, Augustana
Campus, University of
Alberta, Camrose.

Nov. 21–23:

Oslo Book Fair,
Norway Trade Fairs,
Lillestrøm.

Nov. 26–28:

Special Libraries
Association Asian
Chapter, International
Conference of Asian
Special Libraries on
Shaping the Future of
Special Libraries:
Beyond Boundaries,
India Islamic Cultural
Centre, New Delhi.

Dec. 3–5:

West Virginia Library
Association, Annual
Conference, The
Greenbrier, White
Sulphur Springs.

Dec. 8–10:

Arizona Library
Association, Annual
Conference,
Renaissance Glendale
Hotel and Spa. “New
Frontiers Moving Into
The Future.”

Dec. 18–20:

International
Symposium on
Emerging Trends and
Technologies in
Libraries and
Information
Services, Noida, India.

Jan. 20–22:

Australian Library
and Information
Association,
Information Online,
Darling Harbour
Exhibition and
Convention Centre,
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Beth Brainard said curators “have found enough discrepancies” to
clear the map for sale....
Vancouver (B.C.) Sun, Oct. 14

China opens digital library for the blind

A digital library for the blind, where the visually impaired can listen
to electronic books, music, or online lectures for free, has opened in
Beijing. Situated in the National Library, the facility was jointly set up
by the Information Center of the China Disabled Persons’ Federation,
the National Library, and China Braille Publishing House. It opened
October 14, on the eve of the International Day of the Blind....
Xinhua, Oct. 15

Tech Talk
Thumbspeak: Is texting here to stay?

Louis Menand writes: “Is texting bringing us closer to
the end of life as we currently tolerate it? The texting
function of the cell phone ought to have been the
special province of the kind of people who figure out
how to use the television remote to turn on the
toaster: It’s a huge amount of trouble relative to the
results. In some respects, texting is a giant leap
backward in the science of communication. It’s more
efficient than semaphore, maybe, but how much more
efficient is it than Morse code?”...
New Yorker, Oct. 20

Optimize your web connection

Your broadband connection screams compared with the dial-up days
of yore, but it could be faster. These days, your internet connection
can’t be fast enough. The Wired How-to Wiki suggests some ways to
tweak the hardware and software you are using, find data download
shortcuts, and manually offload your connection to a less-burdened
server....
Wired How-to Wiki, Oct. 14

Five old-fashioned web concepts that
need to die

Rafe Needleman writes: “Wake up! It’s 2008.
There are things we’ve become accustomed to
doing and seeing on websites for years that really
should have vanished by now. Five things come to
my mind that are user interface disasters. When I am president I will
make sure the Supreme Court outlaws them: refresh, save, log-in,
one-size-fits-all site design, and blocker ads.”...

Sydney, Australia.

Feb. 3–5:

International
Bielefeld Conference,
Bielefeld, Germany.
“Upgrading the
eLibrary: Enhanced
Information Services
Driven by Technology
and Economics.”

Feb. 16–21:

Jamaica Library
Service, International
Conference, Kingston.
“Public and School
Libraries: Your Partners
in National
Development.”

Feb. 19–
Mar. 4:

Bibliotheca
Alexandrina Book
Fair, Alexandria,
Egypt.

July 14–15:

Chartered Institute
of Library and
Information
Professionals,
Umbrella 2009,
University of
Hertfordshire, Hatfield,
United Kingdom.

@

More...

Contact Us

American Libraries
Direct

Webware, Oct. 14

Make Vista great: Fix Windows Explorer

Windows Vista is everyone’s favorite tech punching bag, and not
without reason. Surprisingly, most of Vista’s annoyances are fixable.
If you’re willing to roll up your sleeves and do some tweaking, you
can turn Vista into a pretty great OS. First up Windows Explorer, and
part 2 is fill in the missing pieces....

AL Direct is a free electronic
newsletter emailed every
Wednesday to personal
members of the American
Library Association and
subscribers.

Microsoft’s next OS to be called Windows 7

George M. Eberhart,
Editor:
geberhart@ala.org

PC Magazine, Oct. 14–15

Jason Kincaid writes: “Microsoft has announced that the latest
version of Windows, due in the next couple of years, will be called—
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Greg Landgraf,

AL Direct, October 15, 2008

drumroll please—Windows 7. It’s about time Microsoft adopted a
naming system that might actually make some sense to users, but I
can’t wait for hordes of customers to start asking if they somehow
missed Windows 1 through 6.”...
TechCrunch, Oct. 13; Windows Vista Team Blog, Oct. 13

Scan those old negatives

The great thing about old 35mm photos is that
most of us have them backed up on negatives
stuffed in forgotten drawers. The bad thing,
however, is that most of us can’t remember
what’s on the negatives until we hold them up
to the light and squint. And even then it’s hard
to tell. Enter the ingenious USB Negative
Scanner....

Associate Editor:
glandgraf@ala.org
Leonard Kniffel,
Editor-in-Chief,
American Libraries:
lkniffel@ala.org
To advertise in American
Libraries Direct, contact:
Brian Searles,
bsearles@ala.org
Send feedback:
aldirect@ala.org

Firebox

Publishing
Books to read to children during a
financial crisis

Erica S. Perl writes: “The first time I heard the word
recession, I was 10 years old and it was 1978. Many
of the books I discovered during the late 1970s
featured themes of economic hardship that made my
circumstances seem manageable by comparison. A
review of popular American children’s books of the
past century reveals a recurring theme in the
children’s publishing industry: When times are tough,
cue the stories about times that were even tougher.”...
Slate, Oct. 9

The discovery of America: Alternative
histories

Lauren Davis writes: “We all know that Leif Ericson
beat Christopher Columbus to the New World, but
Chris gets his own holiday because his voyage marks
the beginning of Europe’s influence in the New World.
But what if someone had beaten the Europeans to
the punch? What if the Americas’ indigenous peoples
formed a federation and dealt with Europe on an
equal footing? Fortunately, alternate historians have
cooked up plenty of speculative American discovery narratives.”...
io9, Oct. 12

Why e-books will eventually succeed

Reading e-books from e-book readers similar to the Amazon Kindle
and Sony Reader will eventually be the preferred reading method for
millions worldwide, predicts Knowledge Center analyst J. Gerry Purdy.
He thinks we will see 75% worldwide adoption less than 10 years
after e-book readers contain the right set of technologies. Here,
Purdy explains what features will someday make these gadgets
ubiquitous....
eWeek, Oct. 13

Who has the biggest dictionary?

Victor Mair writes: “The East Asians have an
ongoing contest propelled by dictionary size
envy. Everybody wants to see who can
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AL Direct FAQ:
www.ala.org/aldirect/
All links outside the ALA
website are provided for
informational purposes only.
Questions about the content
of any external site should
be addressed to the
administrator of that site.
American Libraries
50 E. Huron St.
Chicago, IL 60611
www.ala.org/alonline/
800-545-2433,
ext. 4216
ISSN 1559-369X.
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produce a dictionary with the most entries.
Koreans at Dankook University have just
compiled a dictionary that has outstripped
anything yet generated by the Japanese or the Chinese themselves.
After 30 years of labor and investing more than 31 billion KRW (more
than $25 million U.S.), the South Koreans have just published the
Chinese-Korean Unabridged Dictionary in 16 volumes. This
humongous lexicon contains nearly half-a-million entries composed of
55,000 different characters.”...
Language Log, Oct. 9

Actions & Answers
Style from the Stacks at ILA

The 2008 Illinois Library Association Annual
Conference, September 23–26, featured a “Style
from the Stacks” fashion event, based on the
popular Bravo television series Project Runway.
Conceived by Maria Pontillas of the Glenview Public
Library and hosted by Project Runway Season 4
contestant Steven Rosengard, the show featured
three categories of design inspired by libraries and
literature. Thirty-six models walked the runway,
including Adrienne Zaucha (right) from the North
Suburban Library System, who modeled “Sex in
the System.”...
Illinois Library Association

LC’s THOMAS offers permanent links

Fulfilling one of the recommendations of the Open House Project
report, the Library of Congress has published on their THOMAS web
page directions for creating permanent links. This matters, because
linking is one of the most basic components of online dialog. Without
citations and primary sources, commentary and analysis are just
opinion and rumor. The “handles” allow a simple procedure for linking
to specific legislation, without that link expiring....
The Open House Project, Oct. 9

Hurricane recovery in Houston

Leonard Kniffel writes: “Sandra Fernandez, manager of public
relations for Houston Public Library, gave us an update on what the
library has done to aid in recovery from Hurricane Ike, which made
landfall on the Texas Gulf Coast shortly after midnight September 13.
As of today, six HPL neighborhood libraries remain closed, she
said, but they expect to have all but one open within the next week
or so. Most, if not all, library employees and library users have
regained power.”...
AL Inside Scoop, Oct. 14
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So you wanna be a librarian blogger star

Steven Bell writes: “Let’s say you are a librarian and decide you want
to have a well-known blog. With the field as crowded as it is, how do
you get noticed? What do you need to do to make it to the A—or
even the B or C—list? Maybe you just want a blog that uniquely
covers some new, unknown territory. I got to thinking about these
things because a newer-to-the-profession academic librarian recently
posed these questions to me.”...
ACRLog, Oct. 13

Putting the world in WorldCat

Karen Calhoun writes: “OCLC has been
increasingly successful at establishing
partnerships with national libraries around
the world. We introduced a new set of
web pages devoted to national libraries
recently. The new website’s timeline charts
the progress of national library
participation. An OCLC interactive WorldMap (above) shows the
national libraries that participate in the OCLC cooperative by
contributing data to WorldCat.”...
Metalogue, Oct. 8

What can you do with a Facebook page?

David Lee King writes: “My library has a Facebook page, and I’ve
been experimenting with it lately. I have loosely broken down what
I’ve done into three sections—basic info, Facebook functionality, and
social stuff. I also asked my twitter friends for input—what were they
doing with Facebook pages, and what other innovative library
Facebook pages have they found.”...
David Lee King, Oct. 9

The Red Lending Menace

Stephen Colbert’s October 7 Colbert
Report on Comedy Central compared
public libraries lending books to a
“pervasive communist threat” and urged
patriotic patrons everywhere to check
out books and not return them in order
to incur replacement fees and foil leftist
aims of providing something for free.
The tongue-in-cheek news story (4:40) was filmed at the Rutherford
(N.J.) Public Library and featured Arlene Sahraie (above), library
services director for the Bergen County Cooperative Library System,
and RPL Director Jane Fisher. (The Cyrillic caption is gibberish, by
the way)....
Colbert Nation, Oct. 7; Rutherford (N.J.) South Bergenite, Sept. 10

Work Like a Patron Day

Brian Herzog writes: “Last week, a library volunteer and I were
working on a project together. We each needed to work on a
computer, but be close enough together to talk. The only
arrangement like this in the library are the public workstations, so we
worked out there. This experience reminded me how important it was
to put ourselves in our patrons’ shoes, so we can see the library as
they see it. That’s why I’m proposing Work Like A Patron Day on
October 15.”...
Swiss Army Librarian, Oct. 7

A new library for America’s oldest
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law school

Paul Hellyer and James S. Heller write: “Using a
combination of state funds, private donations,
and student fees, the College of William & Mary
Law School budgeted $16.8 million for an
expansion and complete renovation of its
library, built in 1980. The new Wolf Law Library was dedicated in
December 2007. It does a much better job of accommodating
technology, with a redesigned computer lab, a computer classroom,
audiovisual equipment in study rooms and work areas, and access to
power outlets at most tabletops.”...
I Love Libraries

Learning and unlearning

Wayne Bivens-Tatum writes: “One of the most difficult things for me
as I grow older and presumably more experienced is unlearning what
I have learned. It’s very easy for people well-versed in the research
process to forget that new college students aren’t. I’ve become much
more minimalist in my instruction over the years, because I’ve come
to believe that students have to learn how to do research by doing
research, and trying to get them to memorize a treatise on library
research for their first 10-page essay is folly.”...
Academic Librarian, Oct. 13

“Voices of Open Access” video
series

In conjunction with Open Access Day, October
14, the Scholarly Publishing and Academic
Resources Coalition (SPARC) and the Public
Library of Science have released a new video
series that presents six perspectives on the
importance of open access. The video from the library’s perspective
features Trinity University Librarian Diane Graves (right)....
SPARC, Oct. 14

You need to know about open access

Walt Crawford writes: “The fundamental idea behind open access is
that people—all people, not just inner circles—should have access to
published, peer-reviewed, journal articles. The traditional journal
system is broken. Too many of the journals cost too much and the
net result is that fewer people have access to less of the research
over time. That’s not good for people seeking out information.”...
Walt at Random, Oct. 14

RDA/FRBR cataloger scenarios

Diane Hillmann has added a sixth cataloger scenario to the Dublin
Core Metadata Initiative website. The goal is to assist catalogers in
visualizing how their work might flow in a setting that used RDA
Vocabularies and FRBR relationships. The new scenario involves some
complex relationships among 19th-century criminal trial materials....
Dublin Core Metadata Initiative

Alberta’s libraries: Books and
beyond

This series of three videos from the
Alberta Library consortium promotes
“Books and Beyond,” a PR message
emphasizing the variety of books, DVDs,
and other materials you can discover at
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your local library. The subtext is also to
handle the information you find with great care, lest consequences
ensue. The examples include CPR, mountain climbing, scrapbooking,
and the Kama Sutra....
The Alberta Library, Oct. 14
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U.S. & World News
=====================================================================================
=====
Economic uncertainty spreads to library endowments
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/october2008/endowmentsshaken
.cfm]
The stock market losses that have recently hit global markets might be taking some
carefully stewarded library endowments along for the ride. Even as the market began its
dramatic mid-September seesaw of alarming drops and partial recoveries, two public
library executives lost their jobs at one of the few libraries ever endowed personally
by Andrew Carnegie. Panicked stock-market sell-offs have paralyzed credit lines and bond
markets at the state and municipal levels and only made a bad situation worse for
libraries from Oregon to New Jersey....
American Libraries Online, Oct. 14
Gunman kills fellow librarian at Texas community college
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/october2008/txlibrariankilled.cfm]
A librarian at Northeast Lakeview College in Live Oak, Texas, was shot and killed at the
library October 13 by an adjunct librarian at the school. About 15 to 20 students were
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in the building when Alan Godin, 62, entered the library at about 2:15 p.m., shot Devin
Zimmerman, 37, and then sat down and waited to be arrested, said Eric Reno, president of
the college. Godin was later charged with murder and held on $250,000 bond....
American Libraries Online, Oct. 14
Timber-payment renewal won&#8217;t bail out Oregon libraries
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/october2008/timberpaymentrenewal.cfm]
Among the extras added into the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008, which
President Bush signed into law October 3, was nearly $1.7 billion in federal timber
payments that had long been sought by four economically devastated Oregon counties
dependent on the fiscal safety net for logging-industry losses since the 1990s.
&ldquo;It remains to be seen what the impact is. We&rsquo;re not celebrating for
libraries,&rdquo; Oregon State Librarian Jim Scheppke cautioned....
American Libraries Online, Oct. 10

ALA News
=====================================================================================
=====
American Libraries lifts access restrictions
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/ALaccess.cfm]
American Libraries celebrated the first Open Access Day, October 14, by opening up its
content on the Web and making its companion weekly e-newsletter, American Libraries
Direct, available to anyone for the asking. The current issue of the print magazine
[http://site.ebrary.com/lib/ala] is now open to all, as are back issues through 2003;
they were all formerly accessible only with a member log-in. Nonmembers may now sign up
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/aldirect/aldirect.cfm] for AL Direct; ALA members
merely need to keep an up-to-date email address in their membership profile....
Wisconsin student wins Step Up to the Plate grand prize
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/stepupwinnerselected.cfm]
Thanks to a trip to his local library, 11-year-old Oscar Youngquist of Racine,
Wisconsin, is about to take another journey—this time to the National Baseball Hall of
Fame and Museum. Hall of Famer Ozzie Smith (right) drew Youngquist&rsquo;s name as the
grand-prize winner of the Step Up to the Plate @ your library program. Youngquist was
randomly chosen from among contestants who correctly answered a series of baseball
trivia questions developed by the Hall of Fame&rsquo;s library staff....
Radio campaign promotes Latino library use
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/campaignunivision.cfm]
To help bridge the opportunity gap, a new en tu biblioteca
[http://www.entubiblioteca.org/] (&ldquo;at your library&rdquo;) radio campaign
encourages Latinos to connect with their local librarians and access free materials and
resources available through their libraries. In partnership with Spanish-language
Univision Radio, ALA launched the campaign to respond to data that shows Latinos are
less likely than other groups to use their local libraries. PSAs
[http://www.entubiblioteca.org/bibliotecarios/] are airing in 10 of the top Latino media
markets....
Virtual poster sessions: There's still time
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/rettigvirtualpo
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sterstilltime.cfm]
This year, under President Jim Rettig&rsquo;s leadership, ALA members will have new
opportunities to participate and communicate their success stories. One of these
opportunities is an ALA-wide virtual poster session. The first of two will debut this
fall; its focus is &ldquo;Community Central.&rdquo; Share ways you are making your
library vital in your community. Submit a proposal to John M. Budd
[mailto:BuddJ@missouri.edu] by November 15....
ALA finances [http://www.al.ala.org/insidescoop/?p=75]
American Libraries Editor-in-Chief Leonard Kniffel writes: “‘Where is the outrage?’
That&rsquo;s what Garrison Keillor asked recently in his syndicated column, calling the
federal bailout of the financial market ‘a calamity people accept as if it were just one
more hurricane. . . . It wasn&rsquo;t their money they were playing with,’ he added. ‘It
was yours. Where were the cops?’ It was library money too, and already we are seeing the
effect on philanthropy and on budgets at the local level.”...
AL Inside Scoop, Oct. 9
Banned Books Week cartoons and videos
[http://blogs.ala.org/oif.php?title=banned_books_week_cartoons&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1]
We were pleased that Stephanie Piro, from the Goodwin Library in Farmington, New
Hampshire, shared her wonderful cartoons [http://thesixchix.com/?p=334] celebrating
Banned Books Week with us—and we couldn’t resist sharing one (right). If you haven’t
done so, check out Unshelved’s excellent Bland Books Week
[http://www.unshelved.com/archive.aspx?strip=20080811] series from August 11–15. And
don’t forget the BBW AL Focus videos [http://alfocus.ala.org/]....
OIF Blog, Oct. 14

Booklist Online
=====================================================================================
=====
Featured review: Adult books
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=3061296]
Ferguson, Niall. The Ascent of Money: A Financial History of the World. Nov. 2008. 397p.
Penguin, hardcover (978-1-59420-192-9).
British historian Ferguson follows Empire (2003), his provocative take on British
history, and his equally provocative take on the American &ldquo;empire&rdquo; in
Colossus (2004), with a not so much provocative as fresh look at the history of money
and its ramifications on how modern life has evolved, since to him &ldquo;money is the
root of most progress.&rdquo; One of his basic premises cannot be argued with: Most
people in the English-speaking world are woefully ignorant of things financial. To that
end, Ferguson, in his desire to educate the general public, presents the history of
money within these contexts: the rise of money and the history of credit, and the
histories of the bond market, the stock market, insurance, the real-estate market, and
international finance. There is an ease to his prose that leaves this complicated
subject interesting to and approachable by any general reader....
Top 10 business books
[http://booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=3064836]
Brad Hooper writes: “It is the privilege and even the duty of the conscientious public
librarian to make certain the business collection is as inclusive as possible and will
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appeal to as many readers as possible. Although management books are to be included, the
collection should not consist entirely of management books. Here are 10 outstanding
titles reviewed in Booklist over the past year that are worthy of inclusion in, and
guaranteed to expand the range of, any public library business collection.”...
@ Visit Booklist Online [http://www.booklistonline.com] for other reviews and much
more....

Denver Update
=====================================================================================
=====
Things to do in Denver [http://www.denver.org/]
The Denver Metro Convention & Visitors Bureau website could be your first stop when
planning your visit for the ALA Midwinter Meeting in January. It offers tips on what to
do, dining, nightlife, and special events. For example, dinosaurs are big
[http://www.denver.org/what-to-do/tenver/detail?CID=21] in D-Town. The city lies on some
of the most fossil-rich land in the world, which means finding a piece of prehistoric
history is as easy as walking your dog....
Denver Metro Convention & Visitors Bureau
[http://www.gelatoditaliacafe.com/]10 Denver desserts
[http://www.denver.org/what-to-do/tenver/detail?CID=22]
Even in the midst of a Denver winter, you may wish to try out some of the city’s
after-meal specialties. Denver Life fashion writer Jessica Rubino has compiled a list of
her favorite desserts and the restaurants where they live....
Denver Metro Convention & Visitors Bureau

Division News
=====================================================================================
=====
AASL releases 2008 longitudinal study results
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/AASLlongitudinal.cfm]
AASL has released the results from its 2008 School Libraries Count! longitudinal study
[http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/aasl/schlibrariesandyou/slcsurvey.cfm] of public and
independent school library media specialists. Highlights from the survey include
surprising findings about the usage of 2.0 tools in schools at all grade levels. Schools
are using such collaborative tools as wikis to support and enhance classroom teaching,
and 74.1% of respondents said they offer remote access to the school library media
program’s online databases. The survey will be conducted annually to provide data on the
health of the nation’s school library media programs....
National Learning 4 Life initiative
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/AASLlearning4life.cfm]
AASL is launching a national initiative to support states, school systems, and
individual schools in implementing the .
[http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/aasl/aaslproftools/learningstandards/standards.cfm]
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The goal of the initiative, Learning 4 Life,
[http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/aasl/aaslproftools/learning4life/index.cfm] is to
increase awareness and understanding of the learning standards and to create a committed
group of stakeholders with a shared voice....
Present a program at PLA National Conference
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/PLA2010proposals.cfm]
PLA is accepting preconference and program proposals for its 13th National Conference,
to be held March 23–27, 2010, in Portland, Oregon. Proposals may be submitted through an
online form [http://www.placonference.org//call_for_proposals.cfm] available on the PLA
2010 Conference website. Proposals may be created and updated until November 30....
AASL sponsors two Emerging Leaders
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/AASLemergingleaderssponsored.cfm]
AASL will sponsor Suzanna Panter and Beth Patin for the 2009 ALA Emerging Leaders
program. Panter is currently library information specialist at Dumbarton Elementary
School in Henrico, Virginia, and Patin is head librarian at Holy Cross School for Boys
in New Orleans. The Emerging Leaders program enables newer librarians from across the
country to serve the profession in a leadership capacity....
ALSC picks an Emerging Leader
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/ALSCemergingleaders.cfm]
ALSC will sponsor Madeline Walton-Hadlock as a 2009 ALA Emerging Leader. Walton-Hadlock
is youth services librarian at San Jose (Calif.) Public Library, where she coordinates
youth services for the English and Spanish speakers in the community. She will receive
$1,000 to attend ALA&rsquo;s 2009 Midwinter Meeting and Annual Conference....

Awards
=====================================================================================
=====
RUSA award honors library labor links
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/RUSAlabor.cfm]
RUSA seeks nominations for the 2009 John Sessions Memorial Award. The award, a plaque
supported by a donation from the AFL-CIO, recognizes a library or library system that
has made a significant effort to work with the labor community and has consequently
brought recognition of the history and contribution of the labor movement to the
development of the United States. All nominations must be received by December 15....
RUSA book reviewing award
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/RUSAshoresgreenwood1.cfm]
RUSA seeks nominations for the 2009 Louis Shores/Greenwood Publishing Group Award. The
award is presented to a librarian, individual, group, editor, review medium, or
organization for their extraordinary contribution to the book/media reviewing process
that helps librarians make selection decisions. All nominations must be received by
December 15....
2007 Arab American Book Award winners
[http://www.arabamericanmuseum.org/2007bookawardwinners.html]
Six Arab-American authors will be honored with book awards at the Arab American National
Museum in Dearborn, Michigan, November 1. The Arab American Book Award program
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encourages the publication of books that preserve and advance the understanding and
knowledge of the Arab-American community. The winner for the best children’s/YA fiction
was Ibtisam Barakat, for Tasting the Sky: A Palestinian Childhood (Farrar Straus
Giroux)....
Arab American National Museum, Oct. 13

Seen Online
=====================================================================================
=====
Ethiopian librarian is one of CNN's Top 10 Heroes
[http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/2008/cnn.heroes/]
Born in rural Ethiopia to an illiterate cattle merchant who insisted upon his
son&rsquo;s education, children’s librarian Yohannes Gebregeorgis
[http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/2008/cnn.heroes/archive/yohannes.gebregeorgis.html] (right)
established Ethiopia Reads in 1988 to open reading centers and donkey-pulled mobile
libraries. A blue-ribbon panel chose him as one of CNN’s Top 10 Heroes for 2008. The
public has the chance until November 20 to vote [http://heroes.cnn.com/default.asp] for
Gebregeorgis or one of the other nine heroes as CNN Hero of the Year....
CNN, Oct. 9
Schools soon required to teach web safety
[http://www.eschoolnews.com/news/top-news/index.cfm?i=55557]
Schools receiving e-rate discounts on their telecommunications services and internet
access soon will have to educate their students about online safety, sexual predators,
and cyberbullying, thanks to federal legislation passed in both the Senate and the
House. The Broadband Data Improvement Act (S.1492), sponsored by Sen. Daniel Inouye
(D-Hawaii), requires the Federal Trade Commission to carry out a national public
awareness program focused on educating children how to use the internet in safe and
responsible ways....
eSchool News, Oct. 13
Publisher donates $20 million for new Norfolk library
[http://hamptonroads.com/2008/10/batten-sr-donate-20m-downtown-norfolk-library]
Frank Batten Sr. has donated $20 million to help Norfolk, Virginia, build a $50-million
downtown library complex a decade sooner than expected, Mayor Paul Fraim announced
October 7. Batten is the retired chairman of Landmark Media Enterprises LLC, which
publishes the Norfolk Virginian-Pilot. He challenged the city to use the money to build
the most advanced library in the region, with high-tech research capabilities
unavailable elsewhere....
Norfolk Virginian-Pilot, Oct. 7
Frank Gehry's Princeton science library
[http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601088&sid=asA5hln_ASTs&refer=muse]
James S. Russell writes: “Saw-toothed glass dances in a conga line above leaping arcs of
metal roof at the newly opened Peter B. Lewis Science Library at Princeton University.
The signature hand of Los Angeles architect Frank Gehry is unmistakable. One never
expects a Gehry design to be a sober monument to scholarship, and the Lewis library is
no different. Its gregarious explosion of forms sits among a growing complex devoted to
a broad range of sciences and related fields.”...
Bloomberg, Oct. 14
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Google library partners to offer digital backup
[http://chronicle.com/free/2008/10/5061n.htm]
A group of major universities has been quietly working for the past two years to build
one of the largest online collections of books ever assembled, by pooling the millions
of volumes that Google has scanned in its partnership with university libraries. One of
the most important functions of the project is to create a stable backup of the digital
books should Google go bankrupt or lose interest in the book-searching business. The
project is called HathiTrust, [http://www.hathitrust.org/] and so far it consists of the
members of the Committee on Institutional Cooperation....
Chronicle of Higher Education, Oct. 13
The Massachusetts green library initiative
[http://news.bostonherald.com/news/regional/general/view.bg?articleid=1125031]
Massachusetts is offering $5 million to entice municipalities to go green when they
renovate or build new libraries. The green incentives are available to 31 cities and
towns that were awarded $95 million in construction grants in August by the state Board
of Library Commissioners, said director Robert C. Maier. Municipalities that were
awarded library construction money must submit a letter of intent by November 3 to
qualify for the incentive....
Boston Herald, Oct. 12
New York bookmobile to end its rural run
[http://www.buffalonews.com/cityregion/otherwny/story/458506.html]
Legislators were told October 8 that bookmobile service throughout the
Chautauqua-Cattaraugus (N.Y.) Library System will be reduced in the first six months of
2009 and will cease in June due to escalating costs. Members of the system&rsquo;s Board
of Trustees said the decision was necessary due to an anticipated decrease in state
funding, rising fuel costs, and the fact that the aging bookmobile
[http://www.cclslib.org/outreach/BOOKMOBILE.html] will cost an estimated $250,000 to
replace....
Buffalo (N.Y.) News, Oct. 9
Mississippi's first public library: Biloxi or Port Gibson?
[http://www.sunherald.com/local/story/875608.html]
What city in Mississippi can claim the first public library? The answer is a matter of
interpretation. In 1818, when the Mississippi Literary and Library Company of Gibson
Port gained state approval, it was a subscription library. But Jamie Bounds Ellis, local
history and genealogy librarian for the Harrison County (Miss.) Library System, believes
the Biloxi Library (above) is correct in its claim to be the first
[http://www.harrison.lib.ms.us/history/history_np1976-11-21.htm] (1898) free public
library in the state. The key word is “free.”...
Biloxi (Miss.) Sun-Herald, Oct. 13; Jackson (Miss.) Clarion-Ledger, Nov. 21, 1976
Champlain map cleared for auction
[http://www.canada.com/vancouversun/news/story.html?id=a48b9899-768f-46c8-84f6-d50552536ca5]
Harvard University experts have determined that a rare 1612 map of Canada to be sold
November 13 at a Sotheby’s auction in Britain is not the one found missing from
Harvard’s special collections in 2005. The loss of the Harvard copy of explorer Samuel
de Champlain’s map of New France came to light during an FBI investigation that led to
the arrest and conviction of Massachusetts antiquarian E. Forbes Smiley. Harvard
spokeswoman Beth Brainard said curators “have found enough discrepancies” to clear the
map for sale....
Vancouver (B.C.) Sun, Oct. 14
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China opens digital library for the blind
[http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2008-10/15/content_10197476.htm]
A digital library for the blind, where the visually impaired can listen to electronic
books, music, or online lectures for free, has opened in Beijing. Situated in the
National Library, the facility was jointly set up by the Information Center of the China
Disabled Persons’ Federation, the National Library, and China Braille Publishing House.
It opened October 14, on the eve of the International Day of the Blind....
Xinhua, Oct. 15

Tech Talk
=====================================================================================
=====
Thumbspeak: Is texting here to stay?
[http://www.newyorker.com/arts/critics/books/2008/10/20/081020crbo_books_menand]
Louis Menand writes: “Is texting bringing us closer to the end of life as we currently
tolerate it? The texting function of the cell phone ought to have been the special
province of the kind of people who figure out how to use the television remote to turn
on the toaster: It&rsquo;s a huge amount of trouble relative to the results. In some
respects, texting is a giant leap backward in the science of communication. It&rsquo;s
more efficient than semaphore, maybe, but how much more efficient is it than Morse
code?”...
New Yorker, Oct. 20
Optimize your web connection [http://howto.wired.com/wiki/Optimize_Your_Web_Connection]
Your broadband connection screams compared with the dial-up days of yore, but it could
be faster. These days, your internet connection can’t be fast enough. The Wired How-to
Wiki suggests some ways to tweak the hardware and software you are using, find data
download shortcuts, and manually offload your connection to a less-burdened server....
Wired How-to Wiki, Oct. 14
Five old-fashioned web concepts that need to die
[http://news.cnet.com/8301-17939_109-10065922-2.html?tag=mncol;title]
Rafe Needleman writes: “Wake up! It’s 2008. There are things we’ve become accustomed to
doing and seeing on websites for years that really should have vanished by now. Five
things come to my mind that are user interface disasters. When I am president I will
make sure the Supreme Court outlaws them: refresh, save, log-in, one-size-fits-all site
design, and blocker ads.”...
Webware, Oct. 14
Make Vista great: Fix Windows Explorer
[http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,2332394,00.asp]
Windows Vista is everyone’s favorite tech punching bag, and not without reason.
Surprisingly, most of Vista’s annoyances are fixable. If you’re willing to roll up your
sleeves and do some tweaking, you can turn Vista into a pretty great OS. First up
Windows Explorer, and part 2 is fill in the missing pieces
[http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,2332470,00.asp]....
PC Magazine, Oct. 14–15
Microsoft's next OS to be called Windows 7
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[http://www.techcrunch.com/2008/10/13/microsofts-next-version-of-windows-to-be-called-windows-7-seriously/]
Jason Kincaid writes: “Microsoft has announced that the latest version of Windows, due
in the next couple of years, will be called—drumroll please—Windows 7.
[http://windowsvistablog.com/blogs/windowsvista/archive/2008/10/13/introducing-windows-7.a
spx] It&rsquo;s about time Microsoft adopted a naming system that might actually make
some sense to users, but I can&rsquo;t wait for hordes of customers to start asking if
they somehow missed Windows 1 through 6.”...
TechCrunch, Oct. 13; Windows Vista Team Blog, Oct. 13
Scan those old negatives
[http://www.firebox.com/product/2234/USB-Negative-Scanner?currency_conversion=1]
The great thing about old 35mm photos is that most of us have them backed up on
negatives stuffed in forgotten drawers. The bad thing, however, is that most of us can’t
remember what’s on the negatives until we hold them up to the light and squint. And even
then it’s hard to tell. Enter the ingenious USB Negative Scanner....
Firebox

Publishing
=====================================================================================
=====
Books to read to children during a financial crisis [http://www.slate.com/?id=2201710]
Erica S. Perl writes: “The first time I heard the word recession, I was 10 years old and
it was 1978. Many of the books I discovered during the late 1970s featured themes of
economic hardship that made my circumstances seem manageable by comparison. A review of
popular American children’s books of the past century reveals a recurring theme in the
children’s publishing industry: When times are tough, cue the stories about times that
were even tougher.”...
Slate, Oct. 9
The discovery of America: Alternative histories
[http://io9.com/5062295/the-alternate-history-of-the-discovery-of-america]
Lauren Davis writes: “We all know that Leif Ericson beat Christopher Columbus to the New
World, but Chris gets his own holiday because his voyage marks the beginning of Europe’s
influence in the New World. But what if someone had beaten the Europeans to the punch?
What if the Americas&rsquo; indigenous peoples formed a federation and dealt with Europe
on an equal footing? Fortunately, alternate historians have cooked up plenty of
speculative American discovery narratives.”...
io9, Oct. 12
Why e-books will eventually succeed[http://www.eweek.com/c/a/Mobile-and-Wireless/INSIDE-MOBILE-WhyeBooks-and-eBook-Readers-W
ill-Eventually-Succeed/]
Reading e-books from e-book readers similar to the Amazon Kindle and Sony Reader will
eventually be the preferred reading method for millions worldwide, predicts Knowledge
Center analyst J. Gerry Purdy. He thinks we will see 75% worldwide adoption less than 10
years after e-book readers contain the right set of technologies. Here, Purdy explains
what features will someday make these gadgets ubiquitous....
eWeek, Oct. 13
Who has the biggest dictionary? [http://languagelog.ldc.upenn.edu/nll/?p=695]
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Victor Mair writes: “The East Asians have an ongoing contest propelled by dictionary
size envy. Everybody wants to see who can produce a dictionary with the most entries.
Koreans at Dankook University have just compiled a dictionary that has outstripped
anything yet generated by the Japanese or the Chinese themselves. After 30 years of
labor and investing more than 31 billion KRW (more than $25 million U.S.), the South
Koreans have just published the Chinese-Korean Unabridged Dictionary in 16 volumes. This
humongous lexicon contains nearly half-a-million entries composed of 55,000 different
characters.”...
Language Log, Oct. 9
=====================================================================================
=====
[http://americanlibrariesbuyersguide.com]
=====================================================================================
=====

Actions & Answers
=====================================================================================
=====
Style from the Stacks at ILA [http://www.ila.org/events/photos_stacks2008.htm]
The 2008 Illinois Library Association Annual Conference, September 23–26, featured a
“Style from the Stacks” fashion event, based on the popular Bravo television series
Project Runway. Conceived by Maria Pontillas of the Glenview Public Library and hosted
by Project Runway Season 4 contestant Steven Rosengard, the show featured three
categories of design inspired by libraries and literature. Thirty-six models walked the
runway, including Adrienne Zaucha (right) from the North Suburban Library System, who
modeled “Sex in the System.”...
Illinois Library Association
LC's THOMAS offers permanent links
[http://www.theopenhouseproject.com/2008/10/09/thomas-publishes-permanent-links-another-recommendationrealized/]
Fulfilling one of the recommendations of the Open House Project report
[http://www.theopenhouseproject.com/the-open-house-project-report/3-legislation-database/]
, the Library of Congress has published on their THOMAS web page directions
[http://thomas.loc.gov/home/handles/help.html] for creating permanent links. This
matters, because linking is one of the most basic components of online dialog. Without
citations and primary sources, commentary and analysis are just opinion and rumor. The
&ldquo;handles&rdquo; allow a simple procedure for linking to specific legislation,
without that link expiring....
The Open House Project, Oct. 9
Hurricane recovery in Houston [http://www.al.ala.org/insidescoop/?p=103]
Leonard Kniffel writes: “Sandra Fernandez, manager of public relations for Houston
Public Library, gave us an update on what the library has done to aid in recovery from
Hurricane Ike, which made landfall on the Texas Gulf Coast shortly after midnight
September 13. As of today, six HPL neighborhood libraries remain closed, she said, but
they expect to have all but one open within the next week or so. Most, if not all,
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library employees and library users have regained power.”...
AL Inside Scoop, Oct. 14
So you wanna be a librarian blogger star
[http://acrlog.org/2008/10/13/so-you-wanna-be-a-librarian-blogger-star/]
Steven Bell writes: “Let&rsquo;s say you are a librarian and decide you want to have a
well-known blog. With the field as crowded as it is, how do you get noticed? What do you
need to do to make it to the A—or even the B or C—list? Maybe you just want a blog that
uniquely covers some new, unknown territory. I got to thinking about these things
because a newer-to-the-profession academic librarian recently posed these questions to
me.”...
ACRLog, Oct. 13
Putting the world in WorldCat
[http://community.oclc.org/metalogue/archives/2008/10/putting-the-world-in-worldcat.html]
Karen Calhoun writes: “OCLC has been increasingly successful at establishing
partnerships with national libraries around the world. We introduced a new set of web
pages devoted to national libraries
[http://www.oclc.org/worldcat/catalog/national/default.htm] recently. The new website’s
timeline [http://www.oclc.org/worldcat/catalog/national/timeline/default.htm] charts the
progress of national library participation. An OCLC interactive WorldMap
[http://www.oclc.org/worldcat/catalog/national/worldmap/default.htm] (above) shows the
national libraries that participate in the OCLC cooperative by contributing data to
WorldCat.”...
Metalogue, Oct. 8
What can you do with a Facebook page?
[http://www.davidleeking.com/2008/10/09/what-can-you-do-with-a-facebook-page/]
David Lee King writes: “My library has a Facebook page
[http://www.facebook.com/pages/Topeka-KS/Topeka-Shawnee-County-Public-Library/5530982975],
and I&rsquo;ve been experimenting with it lately. I have loosely broken down what
I&rsquo;ve done into three sections—basic info, Facebook functionality, and social
stuff. I also asked my twitter friends for input—what were they doing with Facebook
pages, and what other innovative library Facebook pages have they found.”...
David Lee King, Oct. 9
The Red Lending Menace
[http://www.colbertnation.com/the-colbert-report-videos/187342/october-07-2008/the-red-lending-menace]
Stephen Colbert’s October 7 Colbert Report on Comedy Central compared public libraries
lending books to a “pervasive communist threat” and urged patriotic patrons everywhere
to check out books and not return them in order to incur replacement fees and foil
leftist aims of providing something for free. The tongue-in-cheek news story (4:40) was
filmed [http://www.southbergenite.com/NC/0/1693.html] at the Rutherford (N.J.) Public
Library and featured Arlene Sahraie (above), library services director for the Bergen
County Cooperative Library System, and RPL Director Jane Fisher. (The Cyrillic caption
is gibberish, by the way)....
Colbert Nation, Oct. 7; Rutherford (N.J.) South Bergenite, Sept. 10
Work Like a Patron Day
[http://www.swissarmylibrarian.net/2008/10/07/work-like-a-patron-day]
Brian Herzog writes: “Last week, a library volunteer and I were working on a project
together. We each needed to work on a computer, but be close enough together to talk.
The only arrangement like this in the library are the public workstations, so we worked
out there. This experience reminded me how important it was to put ourselves in our
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patrons&rsquo; shoes, so we can see the library as they see it. That&rsquo;s why
I&rsquo;m proposing Work Like A Patron Day on October 15.”...
Swiss Army Librarian, Oct. 7
A new library for America's oldest law school
[http://www.ilovelibraries.org/news/libraryshowcase/index.cfm]
Paul Hellyer and James S. Heller write: “Using a combination of state funds, private
donations, and student fees, the College of William & Mary Law School budgeted $16.8
million for an expansion and complete renovation of its library, built in 1980. The new
Wolf Law Library was dedicated in December 2007. It does a much better job of
accommodating technology, with a redesigned computer lab, a computer classroom,
audiovisual equipment in study rooms and work areas, and access to power outlets at most
tabletops.”...
I Love Libraries
Learning and unlearning
[http://blogs.princeton.edu/librarian/2008/10/learning_and_unlearning.html]
Wayne Bivens-Tatum writes: “One of the most difficult things for me as I grow older and
presumably more experienced is unlearning what I have learned. It’s very easy for people
well-versed in the research process to forget that new college students aren’t. I’ve
become much more minimalist in my instruction over the years, because I’ve come to
believe that students have to learn how to do research by doing research, and trying to
get them to memorize a treatise on library research for their first 10-page essay is
folly.”...
Academic Librarian, Oct. 13
&#8220;Voices of Open Access&#8221; video series [http://www.vimeo.com/1899985]
In conjunction with Open Access Day, October 14, the Scholarly Publishing and Academic
Resources Coalition (SPARC) and the Public Library of Science have released a new video
series [http://www.vimeo.com/oaday08] that presents six perspectives on the importance
of open access. The video from the library’s perspective features Trinity University
Librarian Diane Graves (right)....
SPARC, Oct. 14
You need to know about open access
[http://walt.lishost.org/2008/10/open-access-a-quick-post/]
Walt Crawford writes: “The fundamental idea behind open access is that people—all
people, not just inner circles—should have access to published, peer-reviewed, journal
articles. The traditional journal system is broken. Too many of the journals cost too
much and the net result is that fewer people have access to less of the research over
time. That’s not good for people seeking out information.”...
Walt at Random, Oct. 14
RDA/FRBR cataloger scenarios [http://dublincore.org/dcmirdataskgroup/Scenarios]
Diane Hillmann has added a sixth cataloger scenario to the Dublin Core Metadata
Initiative website. The goal is to assist catalogers in visualizing how their work might
flow in a setting that used RDA Vocabularies and FRBR relationships. The new scenario
involves some complex relationships among 19th-century criminal trial materials....
Dublin Core Metadata Initiative
[http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTayEyh6yN4]Alberta's libraries: Books and beyond
[http://www.booksandbeyond.ca/ads.html]
This series of three videos from the Alberta Library consortium promotes “Books and
Beyond,” a PR message emphasizing the variety of books, DVDs, and other materials you
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can discover at your local library. The subtext is also to handle the information you
find with great care, lest consequences ensue. The examples include CPR, mountain
climbing, scrapbooking, and the Kama Sutra....
The Alberta Library, Oct. 14

Ask the ALA Librarian
=====================================================================================
=====
Q. A fellow librarian mentioned an article that he read in American Libraries, and I
would like to read it also. Can you help?
A. The current issue of American Libraries and back issues since January 2003 are now
available online. [http://site.ebrary.com/lib/ala] If the article you are searching for
precedes 2003, then you should contact your local public library
[http://ala.org/ala/aboutala/hqops/library/libraryfactsheet/alalibraryfactsheet3.cfm] to
see if they have a copy of it, or can request it through InterLibrary Loan.
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/InterLibrary_Loan] From the ALA
Professional Tips wiki
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/American_Libraries_(journal)_back_issues]
.
@ The ALA Librarian [mailto:AskTheLibrarian@ala.org] welcomes your questions.

Calendar
=====================================================================================
=====
Nov. 12-14:
Sofia 2008, [http://slim.emporia.edu/globenet/Sofia2008/index.htm] Globalization and the
Management of Information Resources, Sofia, Bulgaria.
Nov. 14–15:
American Antiquarian Society, [http://www.americanantiquarian.org/chavic2008.htm]
Conference, Worcester, Massachusetts. “Home, School, Play, Work: The Visual and Textual
Worlds of Children.”
Nov. 20:
8th Annual Augustana Information Literacy in Academic Libraries Workshop,
[http://www.augustana.ca/services/library/infolit/workshop/] Augustana Campus,
University of Alberta, Camrose.
Nov. 21–23:
Oslo Book Fair,
[http://www.forleggerforeningen.no/nor/bokmessa/oslo_book_fair_information_in_english]
Norway Trade Fairs, Lillestrøm.
Nov. 26-28:
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Special Libraries Association Asian Chapter,
[http://units.sla.org/chapter/cas/ICoASL2008.html] International Conference of Asian
Special Libraries on Shaping the Future of Special Libraries: Beyond Boundaries, India
Islamic Cultural Centre, New Delhi.
Dec. 3-5:
West Virginia Library Association, [http://www.wvla.org/conference/index.html] Annual
Conference, The Greenbrier, White Sulphur Springs.
Dec. 8-10:
Arizona Library Association,
[http://www.azla.org/displayconvention.cfm?conventionnbr=4799] Annual Conference,
Renaissance Glendale Hotel and Spa. &ldquo;New Frontiers Moving Into The Future.&rdquo;
Dec. 18-20: International Symposium on Emerging Trends and Technologies in
Libraries and Information Services, [http://www.ettlis2008.com/] Noida, India.
Jan. 20-22: Australian Library and Information Association,
[http://www.information-online.com.au/]Information Online, Darling Harbour Exhibition
and Convention Centre, Sydney, Australia.
Feb. 3-5:
International Bielefeld Conference, [http://conference.ub.uni-bielefeld.de] Bielefeld,
Germany. &ldquo;Upgrading the eLibrary: Enhanced Information Services Driven by
Technology and Economics.&rdquo;
Feb. 16-21:
Jamaica Library Service, [http://www.jamlib.org.jm/] International Conference, Kingston.
&ldquo;Public and School Libraries: Your Partners in National Development.&rdquo;
Feb. 19-Mar. 4:
Bibliotheca Alexandrina Book Fair, [http://www.bibalex.org/English/bookfair.htm]
Alexandria, Egypt.
July 14-15:
Chartered Institute of Library and Information Professionals,
[http://www.umbrella2009.org.uk/] Umbrella 2009, University of Hertfordshire, Hatfield,
United Kingdom.
@ More [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/calendar/calendar.cfm]...
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U.S. & World News
Teen sex guide withstands physician’s
review

After a patron’s complaint led to a review, the
director of the Galway (N.Y.) Public Library has
decided that a sex and dating guide for young
teenage girls will remain on the shelves. Hang-Ups,
Hook-Ups, and Holding Out: Stuff You Need to Know
about Your Body, Sex, and Dating was removed after
the library board’s August 6 meeting, but later it
received a favorable review from local family-health
clinician Anneke Pribis....
American Libraries Online, Oct. 21

ALA News
Welcome to all

This is the first issue of AL Direct sent out to all those who have
signed up for a subscription (in addition to ALA members) under our
new open-access policy. Greetings! We hope you find a wealth of
useful and entertaining information in each issue. Listen to this
podcast interview with AL Direct Editor George Eberhart....
Visibility @ your library, Oct. 21

Kareem PSA generated $900,000 in
library publicity

Throughout Library Card Sign-up Month in
September, NBA legend Kareem Abdul-Jabbar
could be seen and heard speaking out about the
value of owning a library card. As honorary chair,
Abdul-Jabbar donated his time and image to the
creation of print and radio public service
announcements. Print PSAs (right) were placed by
ALA in such national publications as Entertainment
Weekly, O, The Oprah Magazine, and USA Today,
generating $900,000 in donated advertising space
on behalf of libraries....
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ALA Midwinter Meeting,
Denver, January 23–28.
Nonmembers and former
members of ALA are
invited to join the
Association to receive
both the member
Midwinter registration
discount as well as
ongoing career and
professional benefits.
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Apply for a travel grant to ALA Annual Conference

ALA Library Director Karen Muller writes: “Other bloggers are
discussing the cost of attending an ALA Annual Conference. I’m going
to help you do something about it. There is now easy access to the
entire list of travel grants offered by ALA and its divisions and round
tables on the new website. The time to get your application together
is now, because the deadline for most of the awards is the first
business day in December.”...
ALA Marginalia, Oct. 22

ALA gets a Story Hour Garden

ALALibraryVal Miles writes: “The Namethe-Garden Contest that took place
during Banned Books Week was won by
Second Life avatar Bookie Balogh, who
contributed the name Story Hour
Garden. We thank Bookie for the name,
all the more so appropriate as it is the
place of our book and other literary
audio features, including StoryLines America (which are usually an
hour long!).” For more BBW Second Life pix, visit alalta97’s Flickr
photostream....
Virtual Presence, Oct. 21; Flickr

Volunteer to serve on an ALA committee

ALA President-elect Camila Alire is encouraging members to
volunteer for appointment or reappointment to the 2009–2010 ALA
and Council committees. Submit a volunteer form by December 5....

AL Focus
LITA National Forum: The
video

Here is a video review (3:43) of the
Library and Information Technology
Association’s 2008 National Forum,
“Technology and Community: Building the
Techno Community Library,” held October
17–19 in Cincinnati, Ohio. Included are
general session speakers Michael Porter and Tim Spalding, session
presenters Dinah Sanders and Nicholas Schiller, Conference Chair
Dale Poulter, and LITA President Andrew Pace....

Featured review: Adult books

Thornton, Sarah. Seven Days in the Art World.
Nov. 2008. 256p. Norton, hardcover (978-0393-06722-4).
Art and business, personal quests and
personality cults, big bucks and the triumph of
concept over beauty, being cool and in the
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Get ready for the
December release of
the new Twilight
movie, based on
Stephenie Meyer’s
novel, with this ALA
celebrity READ
poster that shows the
Twilight stars, Robert
Pattinson and Kristen
Stewart. The story is
about a teen who risks
everything when she
falls in love with a
vampire (“I know what
you are. You’re
impossibly fast. And
strong. Your skin is
pale white and ice
cold”). NEW! From
ALA Graphics.
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know—these are the cardinal points in the
contemporary art world. Enter Thornton, an
art historian and sociologist with moxie and a
brilliant game plan. Willing to ask obvious questions, she
infiltrates the seven circles of this competitive realm. An astute
observer and stimulating storyteller whose crisp sentences
convey a wealth of information, Thornton’s uniquely clarifying
dispatches from the art front glimmer with high-definition
profiles of artists, dealers, critics, and collectors....

Top 10 art books, 2008

Donna Seaman writes: “From one of
the world’s most famous painters to
extraordinary yet forgotten artists
now reclaimed, from country music to
No Wave, Hollywood to Cuba, this
year’s best art books combine
aesthetics and history, biography and memoir, to celebrate the
crucial role art plays in our lives.”...

@

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

Denver Update
Midwinter at a mile high

Remember, Denver is called the Mile High City
for a reason; parts of it really are 5,280 feet
above sea level. As you plan for the Midwinter
Meeting, keep in mind that in the city’s rarified
air, golf balls go 10% farther and so do
cocktails. Alcoholic drinks pack more of a
wallop than at sea level. The sun feels warmer, because you’re closer
to it, but your coffee is cooler, because water boils at 202° F. Denver
is also extremely dry, and with less water vapor in the air at this
altitude, the sky really is bluer in Colorado. But there’s 25% less
protection from the sun, so sunscreen is a must....
Denver Metro Convention and Visitors Bureau

First contact with ALA acronyms?

First-timers at ALA Midwinter Meeting or Annual Conference often run
into more acronyms than they’ve seen since library school. To keep
them all straight, ALA has compiled and maintains a master list that
incorporates all ALA unit, division, round table, committee, and
publication acronyms, as well as acronyms for other library
organizations. Make a cheat sheet for Denver....

Division News
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The deadline for
Picturing America
applications has been
extended to November
14. Additional schools,
libraries, and school and
library districts have the
opportunity to apply for
Picturing America, a free
resource that provides
educators with an
engaging way to teach
American history and
other subjects through
American art.

Career Leads
from

Hebrew Manuscript
Project Cataloger,
Columbia University.
Reporting to the Head
of Special Collections
Metadata and
Cataloging, the
incumbent will provide
original cataloging for
manuscripts in
vernacular Hebrew,
transliterated Hebrew,
English and other
related languages such
as Yiddish, Ladino, or
Judaeo-Arabic, aided by
the Mendelsohn print
catalog and Hebrew
University catalog
records. This is a two-
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Technology gets the human
touch at the LITA National
Forum

Science fiction met technology fact at the
LITA National Forum in Cincinnati, October
17–19, but it was the human factor—
community and collaboration—that reigned
supreme. Even science fiction’s presence had a human focus. At
Saturday’s general session, Michael Porter of WebJunction presented
“Hi-Fi-Sci-Fi Library: Technology, Convergence, Content, Community,
Ubiquity, and Library Futures.” And Tim Spalding, creator of
LibraryThing, invoked Dr. Horrible’s Sing-Along Blog (a Joss Whedon
internet film) at the Opening General Session for his talk (above) on
“What is Social Cataloging and Where Is It Going?” Look for full LITA
coverage in AL Inside Scoop and the LITA Blog, and don’t miss the
AL Focus video....

year temporary position
with the possibility of
extension....

@

More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week

American Libraries Online, Oct. 20; AL Inside Scoop, Oct. 17–19; LITA Blog, Oct. 16–21

Eclipse tops YALSA’s Teens’ Top 10

More than 8,000 teen readers across the country
chose Eclipse by Stephenie Meyer as their favorite
book in the annual Teens’ Top Ten vote, sponsored by
YALSA. The online vote took place during Teen Read
Week, October 12–18, with the third entry in Meyer’s
popular vampire romance series winning easily over J.
K. Rowling’s Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows and
Jeff Kinney’s Diary of a Wimpy Kid....

Teens choose Read Beyond Reality

During Teen Read Week, October 12–18, more than 5,000 libraries
embraced the theme “Books with Bite @ your library” by hosting an
array of events and programs that encouraged teens to read books
about vampires, cooking, and bytes. Nearly 1,000 teens chose “Read
Beyond Reality @ your library” as the theme for next year’s Teen
Read Week. “YALSA’s Teen Read Week 2009 is bound to be out of
this world with the teen-chosen theme, Read Beyond Reality @ your
library,” said YALSA President Sarah Cornish Debraski. “Science
fiction and fantasy continue to be hugely popular genres with
teens.”...

WrestleMania Reading Challenge

The national WrestleMania Reading Challenge, sponsored by YALSA
and World Wrestling Entertainment with support from Mattel, had its
formal launch last week as part of national Teen Read Week. More
than 1,800 librarians across the United States registered for the
fourth annual reading challenge, which this year expands to include
teens and tweens in grades 5–12. The reading challenge has the goal
of extending the habit of reading from Teen Read Week into the rest
of the academic year....

PLA Results Boot Camp 4

Anne Heidemann writes: “Today was the first
day of our boot camp and wows! It was intense
from the get-go. They don’t call it boot camp
for nothing! Attendees here represent 18
different states, are from small and large
libraries, are directors and middle managers
and front-line staff. Many people are here from libraries that are in
the midst of or about to undertake the strategic planning process.
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Shorpy is an online
archive of thousands of
high-resolution photos
from the 1850s to
1950s. Its namesake,
Shorpy Higginbotham,
was a teenager who
worked in an Alabama
coal mine 100 years
ago. The site is actually
a blog that posts photos
on a daily basis and
keeps them archived
and searchable. Each
photo links to a highresolution image. Most
of the photos on the
site were extracted from
reference images (highresolution TIFF files, 20
to 200 megabytes in
size) from the Library of
Congress research
archive. Most were
digitized by LC
contractors using a
Sinar studio back. They
were adjusted by the
Shorpy webmaster for
contrast and color
before being downsized
and turned into JPEGs.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.

Public
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Trainers Sandra Nelson and June Garcia have a very no-nonsense
approach that I think is crucial to an effective planning process.”...
PLA Blog, Oct. 20

Upcoming RUSA online courses

RUSA is offering online courses that can help librarians assist both
their customers and their own careers. Business Reference 101 and
The Reference Interview, two of RUSA’s online professional
development opportunities, provide solutions to the challenges of the
economic downturn and the tightening job market....

ACRL’s Informed Learning

ACRL has released a new publication titled Informed
Learning. Written by noted Australian learning theorist
Christine S. Bruce, it provides a unique perspective on
helping students become successful learners in fluid
and fast-moving information environments. Bruce has
created a powerful and extensive examination of how
information literacy and disciplinary learning can
coexist....

Round Table News
New map and cartographic resources

Perception
How the World
Sees Us

“Children must be
able to use the
library as both a
place to do
homework and a
haven from trouble,
especially in areas
where street
violence has
escalated to a
frightening degree.
The city can’t afford
to close the curtain
on hope.”
—Hartford (Conn.) Courant
editorial, Sept. 12, following
the decision to close two
branches of the Hartford
Public Library.

(PDF file)

The Map and Geography Round Table offers a list of recently
published maps and atlases, as well as some fun online cartographic
resources, in the October issue of its Base Line newsletter. David J.
Bertuca at the University at Buffalo includes such interesting items as
a marzipan map of the European Union, a map of Mississippi blues
artist birthplaces, and special resources on world water supplies....

Base Line 29, no. 5 (Oct.): 12–23

Awards
PLA Leadership Fellowship winners

PLA has awarded its first Leadership Fellows scholarships. Chris
Bates, senior manager of library experiences at the Public Library of
Charlotte and Mecklenburg County in North Carolina, and Lynn
Hoffman, information services coordinator at the Allen County (Ind.)
Public Library, were selected to attend executive leadership training
programs at the University of Pennsylvania and the University of
Michigan....

PLA awards and grants applications

PLA is now accepting applications for 2009 awards and grants.
Members can nominate their colleagues and libraries through the PLA
website. The deadline for submitting an application is December
15....

It’s National Friends
of Libraries Week,
October 19–25,
sponsored by Friends
of Libraries USA. The
Hunterdon County
Library System in
Flemington, New
Jersey, celebrated by
creating a treasure
chest with gold
medallions illustrating
the various ways the
Friends support the
library.

2008 Estela and Raúl Mora Award

The Riverside County (Calif.) Library System and the Public Library of
Charlotte and Mecklenburg County, North Carolina, are the recipients
of the 2008 Estela and Raúl Mora Award for their commendable
efforts promoting El día de los ninos/El día de los libros in their
states. Members of Reforma, the National Association to Promote
Library and Information Services to Latinos and the SpanishSpeaking, serve as judges for the award, which consists of $1,000
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and a plaque donated by the Mora grandchildren....

Apply for a Big Read grant

The Institute of Museum and Library Services and the
National Endowment for the Arts have announced a
fifth deadline for Big Read grants. The purpose of the
Big Read is to revitalize the role of literature in
American popular culture. Grants ranging from $5,000
to $20,000 are available to encourage local
communities to inspire reading by developing and
carrying out programming revolving around a single
work of literature. Programming must be conducted between
September 2009 and June 2010. This will be the only application
deadline in 2009....
Institute of Museum and Library Services, Oct. 22

Simsbury media center offers students
assured experiences

The Joe Townsley Library at Simsbury High School
was one of the winners of the 2008 AASL National
School Library Media Program of the Year Award. In
order to ensure that students are effective and
efficient users of ideas and information, the library
program includes an “assured experiences program,”
which provides all students with guaranteed
opportunities to meet local, state, and national standards in
information and technology literacy....
I Love Libraries

NYPL’s new LGBT Visiting Scholars program

The New York Public Library has created an LGBT Visiting Scholars
program to provide travel stipends to New York City for up to three
visiting scholars to do LGBT research in the library’s collections. The
awards will be limited to emerging scholars or those who are
unaffiliated with an academic institution. The selected Martin
Duberman Scholars will receive travel grants that range from $1,000
to $8,500 and will be provided with workspace at the library to
pursue their research. Apply by January 31....
New York Public Library, Oct. 20

National “Best Books
2008” winners

USA Book News has announced
the winners of its National “Best
Books 2008” Awards. The online
magazine selected more than 500
print and audiobook winners and
finalists in some 140 categories,
all published in 2008 or late 2007. Selections include titles from
major publishers as well as independents and university presses....
USA Book News, Oct. 20

Scholarly publishing awards: Call for submissions

The Professional Scholarly Publishing division of the Association of
American Publishers is accepting nominations for its 2008 PROSE
Awards. Previously open to PSP members only, the American
Publishers Awards for Professional and Scholarly Excellence are now
open to members of the Association of American University Presses.
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Q. I read in the
paper recently about
a library that is
creating an Early
Learning Center in
its children’s
department. I would
like to see if my
library can do
something similar.
Can you direct me to
any resources that
will show the value
of early childhood
literacy programs
and some examples
of current
programs?
A. There is a growing
body of literature that
shows the importance
of Early Childhood
Literacy, even before
children begin
kindergarten. These
programs can be
merged into your
library’s Children’s
Services, or can be an
opportunity to partner
with groups within
your community. From
the ALA Professional
Tips wiki.

@ The ALA Librarian
welcomes your
questions.

Calendar
Dec. 3–5:

Educause Center for
Applied Research,
Symposium, Boca
Raton Resort and Club,
Florida. “IT and Higher
Education: Minding and
Closing Gaps.”
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The deadline is November 3....
AAP Professional Scholarly Publishing

2008 Federal Depository Library of
the Year (PDF file)

The U.S. Government Printing Office has
named California’s Law Library for San
Bernardino County as the 2008 Federal
Depository Library of the Year. To meet the
needs of its patrons, the library has extended
its hours of operation, developed a new and improved user-friendly
website, and offers the AskNow Law Librarian online reference
service....
Government Printing Office, Oct. 21

South Dakota librarians of the year

Two librarians from the Sioux Falls School District were honored in
September by the South Dakota Library Association as librarians of
the year. Kerri Smith, media specialist at Washington High School, is
New Librarian of the Year, and Ann Smith, coordinator for libraries
and technology for the district, is Librarian of the Year. The district
now has 20 elementary school librarians, up from 13 last year....
Sioux Falls (S.Dak.) Argus Leader, Oct. 20

Seen Online
Margolis hired as New York state
librarian

The embattled former head of the Boston Public
Library has been hired as the New York state librarian
and assistant commissioner of education in Albany.
The state board of regents confirmed the appointment
of Bernard A. Margolis at an October 21 meeting.
Margolis spent 11 years as president of the Boston
library system before he was ousted last year by Mayor Thomas M.
Menino....
Boston Globe, Oct. 21

Library use rises as economy falls

Haverhill (Mass.) Public Library Assistant Director Susan Katzenstein
said the library is usually “an incredibly busy place.” But nowadays,
“our usage is through the roof.” The Haverhill library is not alone.
Across the region, local public libraries are reporting a surge in use, a
trend officials tie directly to the economic hardship many are
facing....
Boston Globe, Oct. 16

Bunny Suicides irks mom

The mother of a 13-year-old who checked out
Andy Riley’s Book of Bunny Suicides from the
Central Linn High School Library in Halsey,
Oregon, has decided never to give the book
back to the school district and to do her best to
make sure it’s never replaced. Taffey Anderson plans to follow the
district’s book-challenge policy, but asserted she would not return the
book for review. But people from as far away as Seattle have called
and emailed the library, offering to buy and donate the popular
graphic novel along with literary classics that have shown up on
banned-book lists in the past....
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Dec. 5:

ACRL New York
Chapter, Annual
Symposium, Baruch
College, New York
City. “The 21st Century
Library: Targeting the
Trends.”

Dec. 7–10:

International
Reading Association,
26th Southeast
Regional Conference,
Nashville, Tennessee.

Dec. 8–12:

52nd Military
Libraries Workshop,
Monterey, California.
“Military Library 2.0:
the Dawn of a New
Revolution.”

Dec. 9–10:

Northeast Document
Conservation Center,
InterContinental Hotel,
Chicago. “Persistence
of Memory: Sustaining
Digital Collections.”

Jan. 5–8:

Hawaii International
Conference on
System Sciences,
Hilton Waikoloa Village
Resort. “Digital Media:
Content and
Communication.”

Jan. 7–9:

Educause MidAtlantic Regional
Conference, Loews
Philadelphia Hotel.
“The Technology
Revolution in Higher
Education: IT as a
Catalyst for Change.”

Jan. 20–23:

Association for
Library and
Information Science
Education, Annual
Conference, Denver.
“Transforming LIS
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Corvallis (Oreg.) Gazette Times, Oct. 19; Portland Oregonian, Oct. 21

Two gay-lifestyle books fail to make
the cut at Wasilla

Wasilla (Alaska) Public Library has decided not to
keep two children’s books dealing with
homosexuality donated by a gay activist in San
Francisco. Michael Petrelis donated Heather Has Two
Mommies and Daddy’s Roommate during Banned
Books Week in September after learning of Gov.
Sarah Palin’s question about banning certain books
when she was Wasilla’s mayor. Library Director K. J. Martin-Albright
said the titles failed to land on library shelves because they are
poorly constructed, lacked engaging illustrations, and seemed to lack
the ability to engage young readers....
Wasilla (Alaska) Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, Oct. 16

Dewey the bestseller cat

He was a yellow tabby with twinkling green eyes, who
arrived in the overnight drop box of the Spencer
(Iowa) Public Library one frigid January night. Dewey
Readmore Books became the library’s star boarder and
an international celebrity. His story, Dewey, the SmallTown Library Cat Who Touched the World, by Vicki
Myron and Bret Witter, has 336,000 copies in print and
has quickly climbed to the top 10 on the New York
Times, Wall Street Journal, Publishers Weekly, and other lists of
bestsellers....
Associated Press, Oct. 20

High school librarian fined for conflict
of interest

For 39 years as an educator, Robert Grandt has been
promoting other people’s books. So this year, when
his daughter Eve helped create a graphic novel of
Macbeth, Grandt could not resist bragging a little in
the newsletter he distributes as a librarian at
Brooklyn Technical High School. He also placed a few
copies of the book at a library display table, and
posted a sign: “Best Book Ever Written.” But on October 20, the
city’s Conflicts of Interest Board fined him $500 for violating the
municipal ethics code....
New York Times, Oct. 21

New Presidential Records Act signed

President George W. Bush signed the Presidential Historical Records
Preservation Act of 2008 (S. 3477) into law October 13. The act
establishes a matching grant program for the preservation of
historical records of former presidents whose archives are not
maintained in federal depositories. The legislation culminates years of
effort by Virginia legislators and the Woodrow Wilson Presidential
Library and Museum in Staunton, Virginia....
Staunton (Va.) News Leader, Oct. 21; White House, Oct. 13

James J. Hill Reference Library
takes deep cuts

Beset by $2-million annual deficits, the 88year-old James J. Hill Reference Library in
St. Paul, Minnesota—an iconic legacy of the
Great Northern Railway tycoon—last week
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Education for the 21st
Century: i-Create.”

Jan. 23–28:

American Library
Association,
Midwinter Meeting,
Denver.

@
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laid off nine staff members, or about a fourth of its work force. The
recent stock market tumble hit its endowment hard. With an
uncertain future as its board explores a new strategic direction, the
library for the interim will continue to provide business research and
reference service to small businesses and entrepreneurs....
St. Paul (Minn.) Pioneer Press, Oct. 20; Hill Library Blog, Oct. 21

Target remodels Long Beach school library

Students at Starr King Elementary School in North Long Beach,
California, got a first glimpse of their new school library October 17
when Target Corporation unveiled the fruits of a $100,000+ project
that began earlier this summer. The newly renovated Starr King
library is part of the Target Volunteers school library makeovers
project, taking place at 23 schools nationwide....
Long Beach Grunion Gazette, Oct. 16

Swiss abbey gets a Mellon grant to
digitize manuscripts

One of the oldest and most valuable collections of
handwritten medieval books in the world, housed
in the magnificent baroque halls of the Abbey
Library of St. Gall in Switzerland, is going online
with the help of a $1 million grant from the
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. The collection
includes material as varied as curses against book
thieves, early love ballads, hearty drinking songs, and a hand-drawn
ground plan for a medieval monastery, drafted around A.D. 820, the
only such document of its kind....
New York Times, Oct. 18

Telecom immunity law challenged in court

The Electronic Frontier Foundation has filed a constitutional challenge
of a law that gave legal immunity to telecommunications companies
cooperating with the Bush administration’s domestic wiretapping
program. The brief filed October 16 in U.S. District Court in San
Francisco argues that the FISA Amendments Act denies telecom
customers their rights without due process of law, since they’re
subjected to warrantless surveillance....
Information Week, Oct. 17

Man fined for locking National Library doors

An angry retiree who used a bicycle chain to lock a set of doors at
the National Library in Singapore was fined $1,000 ($677 U.S.)
October 15. Bin Hee Heng admitted in a district court to chaining the
doors in March following an argument with library staff members. He
was upset that security personnel had earlier locked up his bike,
which was left illegally on a pedestrian walkway....
Singapore Straits Times, Oct. 16

Fox newscaster discovers
Second Life

KMSP-TV’s Jeff Baillon in Minneapolis/St.
Paul takes you to a place where you can
escape the harsh realities of the
economy, cut some of your everyday
expenses, and even make some money.
Yes, it’s Second Life, and the Fox
affiliate does a fairly good job explaining how colleges incorporate the
virtual environment into their curricula....
KMSP-TV, Oct. 19
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Luis Soriano and his Biblioburros

In a ritual repeated nearly every weekend for the past decade in La
Gloria, a village in Colombia’s war-weary hinterland, Luis Soriano
gathered his two donkeys, Alfa and Beto, in front of his home on a
recent Saturday afternoon. Sweating already under the unforgiving
sun, he strapped pouches with the word “Biblioburro” painted in blue
letters to the donkeys’ backs and loaded them with an eclectic cargo
of books destined for people living in the small villages beyond....
New York Times, Oct. 19

UK libraries redefine themselves

The British town library, byword for mousy respectability and decent
endeavor, is at last showing a capacity to fight to escape from a
deathly decline. At a conference in Liverpool last week, Roy Clare,
head of the Museums, Libraries, and Archives Council, argued for
libraries’ role in lifelong learning from school to senescence, now
rebranded as “Find Your Talent.” Earlier this month, Culture Secretary
Andy Burnham announced a radical rethink of libraries’ contemporary
purpose. There is not much time left....
The Guardian (U.K.), Oct. 20

Tech Talk
MUVE into virtual worlds

Virtual worlds are here to stay, says Tom Peters in
the October issue of Library Technology Reports. In
“Librarianship in Virtual Worlds,” Peters explores how
librarianship can survive and thrive in these multiuser virtual environments (MUVEs). For libraries and
library-related organizations interested in developing
a presence in one or more virtual worlds, this issue
of LTR may prove a useful tool for understanding the
breadth and depth of the VW scene....

New media player allows spokenword search

EveryZing, a media indexing company, is
launching its own media player that lets people
search for spoken words within videos. The new video player, called
MetaPlayer, uses technology the company already has in its ezSearch
and ezSEO products. On sites that support it (the first announced is
the Dallas Cowboys site), users will be able to type in a query in the
video player and see where the term entered comes up; they can
then jump to that spot....
Webware, Oct. 22

How to limit a search by date

Phil Bradley writes: “One of the problems with searching for material
in a specific date range is that it’s hard for a search engine to know
exactly what is required. For example, if you add the date limit ‘last
3 months,’ that doesn’t necessarily mean ‘new’ pages that have been
created in the last three months—if a search engine finds a page
written 5 years ago that they’ve only just included in their database,
that could be included as a new page. However, there are a few
places you might go.”...
Phil Bradley’s Weblog, Oct. 19

Punch up a photo in under 60
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seconds

Jackson West writes: “Using a couple of
basic tools in Photoshop and other image
editing programs, you can take a flat
image and make it pop with just a little bit
of effort and no experience in the finer
arts of exposure and color correction. With a little practice, you can
get some quick and dirty work done in just seconds that will make
your presentation, blog, or social network profile pictures look a lot
better online. Even cellphone snapshots can be made presentable
while your instant noodles soften.”...
Lifehacker, Oct. 21

Publishing
Survey of journalism blogs

Paul Bradshaw writes: “Blogs have become
part of the editorial furniture. As of this year,
70% of U.S. newspapers, 85% of UK news
organizations, and 44% of European news
organizations were offering journalist-authored
blogs, and all the signals from editors and
management suggested these figures would continue to rise. To
consider whether journalists feel that blogging has affected their
working processes, an online survey was distributed in June and July
2008. Perhaps the most significant change was in the way that blogs
provided a platform for stories or detail that would otherwise not
make the print or broadcast version at all.”...
Online Journalism Blog, Oct. 14–22

Poet Laureate Kay Ryan at LC

The Library of Congress fall literary season
opened on October 16 with a reading
(53:00) by Poet Laureate Consultant in
Poetry Kay Ryan. Ryan, who was
appointed to the laureateship by Librarian
of Congress James H. Billington in July, is
the author of six books of poetry. Her
latest is The Niagara River (2005). Her
philosophy is that “Poetry should leave
you feeling freer and not more burdened.”...
Library of Congress

Dictionaries celebrate
birthdays

To celebrate the 80th anniversary of
the publication of the last fascicle of
the Oxford English Dictionary in 1928,
Oxford University Press is offering a special price for the printed
edition. The full 20-volume printed set is now available to U.S.
customers for $895 until January 31. The OED was begun 44 years
earlier, in 1879. The 250th birthday of lexicographer Noah Webster
(1758–1843) was the focus of a commemoration October 16–17 at
Yale University with lectures, an exhibition of memorabilia, and a
visit to his grave in New Haven, Connecticut....
Los Angeles Times, Oct. 12; Oxford University Press; Associated Press, Oct. 12
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Judge a book by its cover

Jack Cheng designed the Judge a Book
by Its Cover website, which pulls book
covers from Amazon.com and lets you
guess the customer star rating. He says:
“After you click, you see what Amazon
reviewers actually rated it (and can
head to the book’s Amazon page to find
out more). Rinse. Repeat. Amazon’s
system doesn’t let you select a random book, so to compensate we
select a random page from a randomized search query.”...
jackcheng.com, Sept. 25

Books to drink by

Michelle Kerns writes: “The consumption of alcoholic beverages isn’t
just a coincidentally recurring quirk in the literary world: It’s
downright traditional. With this in mind, there can only be one logical
way to truly enjoy a book—with an adult beverage in hand. However,
don’t think just any old drink can be paired with your tome of choice.
Lucky for you, the Book Examiner has labored long and hard to find
the perfect combinations.”...
Chicago Examiner, Oct. 21

Actions & Answers
Living Library a success in Santa
Monica

The first official Living Library in the United
States went live October 18 at the Santa
Monica (Calif.) Public Library. The event was
organized by library staff to foster community
understanding of alternative lifestyles. Patrons
could check out one of 14 Living Books
(people, volunteers really, including two Buddhists, a feminist, a
teenager, a nudist, and a vegan) for 30 minutes to engage in a
conversation and challege a stereotype. The Living Library Project
was first presented in 2000 to the public in Denmark at the Roskilde
Festival. Since then it has been adopted by organizations in
Denmark, Finland, Hungary, Iceland, Norway, and Portugal....
Living Library, Oct. 20; Santa Monica (Calif.) Public Library; Associated Press, Oct. 17

Brave new classroom 2.0

The Britannica Blog is hosting a special forum
this week on new digital instructional
technologies. Do the new technologies represent
an educational breakthrough, a threat to
teaching itself, or something in between?
Participants include Kansas State University cultural anthropologist
Michael Wesch, K12 Open Technologies Initiative Director Steve
Hargadon, School Library Journal Technology Editor Kathy Ishizuka,
school library media specialist Joyce Valenza, and others....
Britannica Blog, Oct. 20–24
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Google launches U.S. voter
information site

Google has released a new website to
help simplify and centralize information
about voting locations and voter
registration. According to a blog post
about the new U.S. Voter Info site,
Google found it hard to believe that in
2008, this type of important information
isn’t better organized on the Web, so
they took it upon themselves to step in and create a useful site for
all U.S. citizens. But why did they wait so long?...
ReadWriteWeb, Oct. 22; Official Google Blog, Oct. 22

University of Michigan adopts
Creative Commons licenses

The University of Michigan Library has
decided to adopt Creative Common Attribution-Non-Commercial
licenses for all works created by the library for which the school
holds the copyright. These works include bibliographies, research
guides, lesson plans, research studies, and technology tutorials. The
license allows anyone to copy, distribute, display, or perform a work
or derivative works based on it, as long as the user gives proper
attribution to the University of Michigan Library and the use is
noncommercial....
University of Michigan Library, Oct.

The Universal Declaration of
Human Rights turns 60

On December 10, a milestone in the
history of promoting human rights will
be celebrated. This day will mark the
60th anniversary of the adoption of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights
by the General Assembly of the United Nations. The right to freedom
of opinion and expression was number 19 of the 30 articles
articulated in the Declaration. Watch a video (4:31), created by Seth
Brau and produced by Amy Poncher, that explains it all. On October
29, a Symposium on Freedom of Expression will be held at UNESCO
Headquarters in Paris....
UNESCO

3 million analog TV viewers are
unprepared

According to a new survey by ABI
Research, 20% of TV viewers—3 million
Americans—who rely on analog over-theair reception will let their sets go dark
after the DTV transition on February 17,
2009. The survey of 1,002 consumers
found that 70% will purchase a DTV
converter box, 10% will switch to cable, and 20% will do nothing,
causing their old analog TVs, incapable of receiving the new
broadcasts without additional equipment, to go dark or display only
snow. Find out how you can spread the word....
Crave, Oct. 22; ABI Research, Oct. 21; ALA Washington Office

Chicago Foundation gets $1 million
for homework help
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The Shirley H. and Benjamin Z. Gould Family
Foundation have given the Chicago Public Library
Foundation an endowment gift of nearly $1
million to provide funding for Teacher in the Library, a program that
offers after-school homework help in seven branches of the Chicago
Public Library. The gift ensures 15 years of continuity for program
support....
Chicago Public Library Foundation, Oct. 20

Resources for Louis Braille
centennial

January 4, 2009, marks the bicentennial of the
birth of Louis Braille (1809-1852), a genius
inventor who bestowed the gift of literacy to
blind people around the world. This National
Braille Press website offers a tour through
Braille’s life, a list of worldwide celebrations
taking place, and books and other resources suitable for classroom
use....
National Braille Press

Serving patrons with autism

The Scotch Plains (N.J.) Public Library
and the Fanwood (N.J.) Memorial Library
have produced a customer-service
training video for library staff to help them serve individuals with
autism and their families more effectively. The video focuses on what
you need to know about autism and suggests specific techniques to
offer more inclusive service to this growing and underserved
population. Their Libraries and Autism site also has links to other
useful resources....
Libraries and Autism: We’re Connected

Civics and Citizenship Toolkit

The Civics and Citizenship Toolkit, originally
designed by the San Francisco Public Library, is
now being distributed by the Task Force on New
Americans (part of the Department of Homeland
Security) to any organization that serves
immigrants. The toolkit contains a variety of
educational materials designed to help permanent
residents learn more about the United States and
prepare for the naturalization process.
Organizations can register at the site to receive one free copy....
U.S. Task Force on New Americans

Wake the Library Fun Run

More than 150 people participated in the Wake
Forest University Z. Smith Reynolds Library’s
first annual Wake the Library 5K and 1 Mile
Fun Run on October 11. The race started and
finished in front of the library and followed a
scenic route through the campus in WinstonSalem, North Carolina. The library organized
the event as a way to engage the community and raise funds for
library programs....
ZSR Library Gazette, Oct. 13

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/october/102208.htm[7/17/2014 1:39:16 PM]

AL Direct, October 22, 2008

10 American financial meltdowns
in the past century

Banks failed, stock prices collapsed, and panic
descended on Wall Street. Americans were
holding their collective breath as a rescue plan
was hastily drafted. The 2008 financial crisis?
Nope—it was the Panic of 1907, and again in
1929, 1987, and so on. Since its
independence, the United States has grown to
have the largest economy in the world; but we
didn’t get there without quite a few bumps on the road. To put
today’s economic troubles into perspective, take a look at 10 U.S.
financial disasters in the past century....
Neatorama, Oct. 8

Have you embraced Dewey?

Saul Amdursky (right), director of the Des
Moines (Iowa) Public Library, gets excited
as he presents a pep talk (3:03) on the
library’s mission at the staff in-service
retreat. “We are a bridge to information
and ideas,” he emphasizes. “We are not a
bridge to nowhere!”...
YouTube, Oct. 16

Head over Heels: Literal video
version

The video for the 1985 hit song “Head
over Heels” by Tears for Fears centered
around Roland Orzabal’s attempts to get
the attention of a librarian, played by
Canadian model Joan Densmore (right).
It was filmed in the Emmanuel College
Library at the University of Toronto.
Now DustFilms has mashed up the video (3:06) using lyrics that
more accurately match the words and thoughts of the characters
with their on-screen antics....
DustFilms
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Teen sex guide withstands physician&#8217;s review
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/october2008/g
alwaykeepshangups.cfm]
After a patron&rsquo;s complaint led to a review, the director of the
Galway (N.Y.) Public Library has decided that a sex and dating guide for
young teenage girls will remain on the shelves. Hang-Ups, Hook-Ups, and
Holding Out: Stuff You Need to Know about Your Body, Sex, and Dating was
removed after the library board’s August 6 meeting, but later it received
a favorable review from local family-health clinician Anneke Pribis....
American Libraries Online, Oct. 21
ALA News
===========================================================================

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/october/102208.txt[7/17/2014 1:39:17 PM]

Welcome to all [http://www.pio.ala.org/visibility/?p=163]
This is the first issue of AL Direct sent out to all those who have
signed up [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/aldirect/aldirect.cfm] for a
subscription (in addition to ALA members) under our new open-access
policy. Greetings! We hope you find a wealth of useful and entertaining
information in each issue. Listen to this podcast
[http://www.pio.ala.org/visibility/wp-content/uploads/2008/10/geo.mp3]
interview with AL Direct Editor George Eberhart....
Visibility @ your library, Oct. 21
Kareem PSA generated $900,000 in library publicity
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
CampaignKAJpsas.cfm]
Throughout Library Card Sign-up Month in September, NBA legend Kareem
Abdul-Jabbar could be seen and heard speaking out about the value of
owning a library card. As honorary chair, Abdul-Jabbar donated his time
and image to the creation of print and radio public service
announcements. Print PSAs (right) were placed by ALA in such national
publications as Entertainment Weekly, O, The Oprah Magazine, and USA
Today, generating $900,000 in donated advertising space on behalf of
libraries....
Apply for a travel grant to ALA Annual Conference
[http://discuss.ala.org/marginalia/2008/10/22/apply-for-a-travel-grant-to-t
he-ala-annual-conference/]
ALA Library Director Karen Muller writes: “Other bloggers are discussing
the cost of attending an ALA Annual Conference. I&rsquo;m going to help
you do something about it. There is now easy access to the entire list
[http://www.ala.org/ala/awardsgrants/grants/pubresearchtravel/index.cfm]
of travel grants offered by ALA and its divisions and round tables on the
new website. The time to get your application together is now, because
the deadline for most of the awards is the first business day in
December.”...
ALA Marginalia, Oct. 22
[http://www.flickr.com/photos/alalibraryval/2961967822/]ALA gets a Story
Hour Garden [http://www.virtual.ala.org/virtualpresence/?p=125]
ALALibraryVal Miles writes: “The Name-the-Garden Contest that took place
during Banned Books Week was won by Second Life avatar Bookie Balogh, who
contributed the name Story Hour Garden. We thank Bookie for the name, all
the more so appropriate as it is the place of our book and other literary
audio features, including StoryLines America (which are usually an hour
long!).” For more BBW Second Life pix, visit alalta97’s Flickr
photostream [http://www.flickr.com/photos/alalibraryval]....
Virtual Presence, Oct. 21; Flickr
Volunteer to serve on an ALA committee
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
committeevolunteer.cfm]
ALA President-elect Camila Alire is encouraging members to volunteer for
appointment or reappointment to the 2009–2010 ALA and Council committees.
Submit a volunteer form [http://cs.ala.org/alacommittees/volunteer.html]
by December 5....
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AL Focus
===========================================================================
[http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/lita-national-forum-technology-and-community
]LITA National Forum: The video
[http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/lita-national-forum-technology-and-community
]
Here is a video review (3:43) of the Library and Information Technology
Association’s 2008 National Forum, “Technology and Community: Building
the Techno Community Library,” held October 17–19 in Cincinnati, Ohio.
Included are general session speakers Michael Porter and Tim Spalding,
session presenters Dinah Sanders and Nicholas Schiller, Conference Chair
Dale Poulter, and LITA President Andrew Pace....

Featured review: Adult books
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=2948956]
Thornton, Sarah. Seven Days in the Art World. Nov. 2008. 256p. Norton,
hardcover (978-0-393-06722-4).
Art and business, personal quests and personality cults, big bucks and
the triumph of concept over beauty, being cool and in the
know&mdash;these are the cardinal points in the contemporary art world.
Enter Thornton, an art historian and sociologist with moxie and a
brilliant game plan. Willing to ask obvious questions, she infiltrates
the seven circles of this competitive realm. An astute observer and
stimulating storyteller whose crisp sentences convey a wealth of
information, Thornton&rsquo;s uniquely clarifying dispatches from the art
front glimmer with high-definition profiles of artists, dealers, critics,
and collectors....
Top 10 art books, 2008
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=3088150]
Donna Seaman writes: “From one of the world&rsquo;s most famous painters
to extraordinary yet forgotten artists now reclaimed, from country music
to No Wave, Hollywood to Cuba, this year&rsquo;s best art books combine
aesthetics and history, biography and memoir, to celebrate the crucial
role art plays in our lives.”...
@ Visit Booklist Online [http://www.booklistonline.com] for other reviews
and much more....

Denver Update
===========================================================================
Midwinter at a mile high [http://www.denver.org/metro/high-altitude-tips]
Remember, Denver is called the Mile High City for a reason; parts of it
really are 5,280 feet above sea level. As you plan for the Midwinter
Meeting, keep in mind that in the city’s rarified air, golf balls go 10%
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farther and so do cocktails. Alcoholic drinks pack more of a wallop than
at sea level. The sun feels warmer, because you’re closer to it, but your
coffee is cooler, because water boils at 202° F. Denver is also extremely
dry, and with less water vapor in the air at this altitude, the sky
really is bluer in Colorado. But there’s 25% less protection from the
sun, so sunscreen is a must....
Denver Metro Convention and Visitors Bureau
First contact with ALA acronyms?
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Acronyms]
First-timers at ALA Midwinter Meeting or Annual Conference often run into
more acronyms than they’ve seen since library school. To keep them all
straight, ALA has compiled and maintains a master list that incorporates
all ALA unit, division, round table, committee, and publication acronyms,
as well as acronyms for other library organizations. Make a cheat sheet
for Denver....
Division News
===========================================================================
Technology gets the human touch at the LITA National Forum
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/october2008/l
itaforum2008.cfm]
Science fiction met technology fact at the LITA National Forum in
Cincinnati, October 17–19, but it was the human factor&mdash;community
and collaboration&mdash;that reigned supreme. Even science
fiction&rsquo;s presence had a human focus. At Saturday&rsquo;s general
session, Michael Porter of WebJunction presented &ldquo;Hi-Fi-Sci-Fi
Library: Technology, Convergence, Content, Community, Ubiquity, and
Library Futures.&rdquo; And Tim Spalding, creator of LibraryThing,
invoked Dr. Horrible’s Sing-Along Blog (a Joss Whedon internet film) at
the Opening General Session for his talk (above) on &ldquo;What is Social
Cataloging and Where Is It Going?&rdquo; Look for full LITA coverage in
AL [http://www.al.ala.org/insidescoop/] Inside Scoop
[http://www.al.ala.org/insidescoop/] and the LITA Blog
[http://litablog.org/], and don’t miss the AL Focus video
[http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/lita-national-forum-technology-and-community
]....
American Libraries Online, Oct. 20; AL Inside Scoop, Oct. 17–19; LITA
Blog, Oct. 16–21
tops YALSA&#8217;s Teens&#8217; Top 10
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
YALSAteenstopten.cfm]
More than 8,000 teen readers across the country chose Eclipse by
Stephenie Meyer as their favorite book in the annual Teens&rsquo; Top Ten
vote, sponsored by YALSA. The online vote took place during Teen Read
Week, October 12&ndash;18, with the third entry in Meyer&rsquo;s popular
vampire romance series winning easily over J. K. Rowling’s Harry Potter
and the Deathly Hallows and Jeff Kinney’s Diary of a Wimpy Kid....
Teens choose Read Beyond Reality
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
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YALSAtrw09.cfm]
During Teen Read Week,
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
YALSAtrwwrap.cfm] October 12–18, more than 5,000 libraries embraced the
theme “Books with Bite @ your library” by hosting an array of events and
programs that encouraged teens to read books about vampires, cooking, and
bytes. Nearly 1,000 teens chose “Read Beyond Reality @ your library” as
the theme for next year’s Teen Read Week. &ldquo;YALSA’s Teen Read Week
2009 is bound to be out of this world with the teen-chosen theme, Read
Beyond Reality @ your library,&rdquo; said YALSA President Sarah Cornish
Debraski. “Science fiction and fantasy continue to be hugely popular
genres with teens.”...
WrestleMania Reading Challenge
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
YALSAwwe.cfm]
The national WrestleMania Reading Challenge, sponsored by YALSA and World
Wrestling Entertainment with support from Mattel, had its formal launch
last week as part of national Teen Read Week.
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
YALSAtrwwrap.cfm] More than 1,800 librarians across the United States
registered for the fourth annual reading challenge, which this year
expands to include teens and tweens in grades 5&ndash;12. The reading
challenge has the goal of extending the habit of reading from Teen Read
Week into the rest of the academic year....
PLA Results Boot Camp 4 [http://plablog.org/2008/10/boot-camp-monday.html]
Anne Heidemann writes: “Today was the first day of our boot camp and
wows! It was intense from the get-go. They don&rsquo;t call it boot camp
for nothing! Attendees here represent 18 different states, are from small
and large libraries, are directors and middle managers and front-line
staff. Many people are here from libraries that are in the midst of or
about to undertake the strategic planning process. Trainers Sandra Nelson
and June Garcia have a very no-nonsense approach that I think is crucial
to an effective planning process.”...
PLA Blog, Oct. 20
Upcoming RUSA online courses
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
RUSAonlinecourses.cfm]
RUSA is offering online courses that can help librarians assist both
their customers and their own careers. Business Reference 101 and The
Reference Interview, two of RUSA&rsquo;s online professional development
opportunities, provide solutions to the challenges of the economic
downturn and the tightening job market....
Informed Learning
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
ACRLinformedlearning.cfm]
ACRL has released a new publication titled Informed Learning. Written by
noted Australian learning theorist Christine S. Bruce, it provides a
unique perspective on helping students become successful learners in
fluid and fast-moving information environments. Bruce has created a
powerful and extensive examination of how information literacy and
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disciplinary learning can coexist....
Round Table News
===========================================================================
New map and cartographic resources
[http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/rts/magert/publicationsab/baseline/29_5.pdf]
(PDF file)
The Map and Geography Round Table offers a list of recently published
maps and atlases, as well as some fun online cartographic resources, in
the October issue of its Base Line newsletter. David J. Bertuca at the
University at Buffalo includes such interesting items as a marzipan map
of the European Union, a map of Mississippi blues artist birthplaces, and
special resources on world water supplies....
Base Line 29, no. 5 (Oct.): 12–23
Awards
===========================================================================
PLA Leadership Fellowship winners
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
PLAleadershipfellowsannounced.cfm]
PLA has awarded its first Leadership Fellows scholarships. Chris Bates,
senior manager of library experiences at the Public Library of Charlotte
and Mecklenburg County in North Carolina, and Lynn Hoffman, information
services coordinator at the Allen County (Ind.) Public Library, were
selected to attend executive leadership training programs at the
University of Pennsylvania and the University of Michigan....
PLA awards and grants applications
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
PLAawardsopen.cfm]
PLA is now accepting applications for 2009 awards and grants. Members can
nominate their colleagues and libraries through the PLA website
[http://www.pla.org/ala/mgrps/divs/pla/plaawards/index.cfm]. The deadline
for submitting an application is December 15....
2008 Estela and Ra&uacute;l Mora Award
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
REFORMAmora.cfm]
The Riverside County (Calif.) Library System and the Public Library of
Charlotte and Mecklenburg County, North Carolina, are the recipients of
the 2008 Estela and Raúl Mora Award for their commendable efforts
promoting El dia de los ninos/El dia de los libros
[http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alsc/initiatives/diadelosninos/index.cfm
] in their states. Members of Reforma, the National Association to
Promote Library and Information Services to Latinos and the
Spanish-Speaking, serve as judges for the award, which consists of $1,000
and a plaque donated by the Mora grandchildren....
Apply for a Big Read grant [http://www.imls.gov/news/2008/102208a.shtm]
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The Institute of Museum and Library Services and the National Endowment
for the Arts have announced a fifth deadline for Big Read grants. The
purpose of the Big Read is to revitalize the role of literature in
American popular culture. Grants ranging from $5,000 to $20,000 are
available to encourage local communities to inspire reading by developing
and carrying out programming revolving around a single work of
literature. Programming must be conducted between September 2009 and June
2010. This will be the only application deadline in 2009....
Institute of Museum and Library Services, Oct. 22
Simsbury media center offers students assured experiences
[http://www.ilovelibraries.org/news/libraryshowcase/index.cfm]
The Joe Townsley Library at Simsbury High School was one of the winners
of the 2008 AASL National School Library Media Program of the Year Award.
In order to ensure that students are effective and efficient users of
ideas and information, the library program includes an “assured
experiences program,” which provides all students with guaranteed
opportunities to meet local, state, and national standards in information
and technology literacy....
I Love Libraries
NYPL&#8217;s new LGBT Visiting Scholars program
[http://www.nypl.org/press/releases/?article_id=193]
The New York Public Library has created an LGBT Visiting Scholars program
to provide travel stipends to New York City for up to three visiting
scholars to do LGBT research in the library&rsquo;s collections. The
awards will be limited to emerging scholars or those who are unaffiliated
with an academic institution. The selected Martin Duberman Scholars will
receive travel grants that range from $1,000 to $8,500 and will be
provided with workspace at the library to pursue their research. Apply by
January 31....
New York Public Library, Oct. 20
National &#8220;Best Books 2008&#8221; winners
[http://www.usabooknews.com/bestbooks2008release.html]
USA Book News has announced the winners
[http://www.usabooknews.com/bestbooksawards2008.html] of its National
“Best Books 2008” Awards. The online magazine selected more than 500
print and audiobook winners and finalists in some 140 categories, all
published in 2008 or late 2007. Selections include titles from major
publishers as well as independents and university presses....
USA Book News, Oct. 20
Scholarly publishing awards: Call for submissions
[http://www.pspcentral.org/rtAwards/about_001.cfm]
The Professional Scholarly Publishing division of the Association of
American Publishers is accepting nominations for its 2008 PROSE Awards.
Previously open to PSP members only, the American Publishers Awards for
Professional and Scholarly Excellence are now open to members of the
Association of American University Presses. The deadline is November 3....
AAP Professional Scholarly Publishing
2008 Federal Depository Library of the Year
[http://www.gpo.gov/news/2008/08news28.pdf] (PDF file)
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The U.S. Government Printing Office has named California&rsquo;s Law
Library for San Bernardino County as the 2008 Federal Depository Library
of the Year. To meet the needs of its patrons, the library has extended
its hours of operation, developed a new and improved user-friendly
website, and offers the AskNow Law Librarian online reference service....
Government Printing Office, Oct. 21
South Dakota librarians of the year
[http://www.argusleader.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20081020/NEWS/810200
322/1001]
Two librarians from the Sioux Falls School District were honored in
September by the South Dakota Library Association as librarians of the
year. Kerri Smith, media specialist at Washington High School, is New
Librarian of the Year, and Ann Smith, coordinator for libraries and
technology for the district, is Librarian of the Year. The district now
has 20 elementary school librarians, up from 13 last year....
Sioux Falls (S.Dak.) Argus Leader, Oct. 20
Seen Online
===========================================================================
Margolis hired as New York state librarian
[http://www.boston.com/news/local/breaking_news/2008/10/ousted_boston_l.htm
l]
The embattled former head of the Boston Public Library has been hired as
the New York state librarian and assistant commissioner of education in
Albany. The state board of regents confirmed the appointment of Bernard
A. Margolis at an October 21 meeting. Margolis spent 11 years as
president of the Boston library system before he was ousted last year by
Mayor Thomas M. Menino....
Boston Globe, Oct. 21
Library use rises as economy falls
[http://www.boston.com/news/local/articles/2008/10/16/library_use_rises_as_
economy_falls/]
Haverhill (Mass.) Public Library Assistant Director Susan Katzenstein
said the library is usually “an incredibly busy place.” But nowadays,
“our usage is through the roof.” The Haverhill library is not alone.
Across the region, local public libraries are reporting a surge in use, a
trend officials tie directly to the economic hardship many are facing....
Boston Globe, Oct. 16
irks mom
[http://www.gazettetimes.com/articles/2008/10/19/news/community/1aaa03_bunn
ies.txt]
The mother of a 13-year-old who checked out Andy Riley’s Book of Bunny
Suicides from the Central Linn High School Library in Halsey, Oregon, has
decided never to give the book back to the school district and to do her
best to make sure it&rsquo;s never replaced. Taffey Anderson plans to
follow the district&rsquo;s book-challenge policy, but asserted she would
not return the book for review. But people from as far away as Seattle
have called and emailed
[http://www.oregonlive.com/news/index.ssf/2008/10/book_lovers_offer_to_repl
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ace_h.html] the library, offering to buy and donate the popular graphic
novel along with literary classics that have shown up on banned-book
lists in the past....
Corvallis (Oreg.) Gazette Times, Oct. 19; Portland Oregonian, Oct. 21
Two gay-lifestyle books fail to make the cut at Wasilla
[http://www.frontiersman.com/articles/2008/10/16/local_news/doc48f810bfd212
0885829660.txt]
Wasilla (Alaska) Public Library has decided not to keep two
children&rsquo;s books dealing with homosexuality donated by a gay
activist in San Francisco. Michael Petrelis donated Heather Has Two
Mommies and Daddy&rsquo;s Roommate during Banned Books Week in September
after learning of Gov. Sarah Palin&rsquo;s question about banning certain
books when she was Wasilla&rsquo;s mayor. Library Director K. J.
Martin-Albright said the titles failed to land on library shelves because
they are poorly constructed, lacked engaging illustrations, and seemed to
lack the ability to engage young readers....
Wasilla (Alaska) Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, Oct. 16
Dewey the bestseller cat
[http://www.cnn.com/2008/SHOWBIZ/books/10/20/library.cat.book.ap/index.html
]
He was a yellow tabby with twinkling green eyes, who arrived in the
overnight drop box of the Spencer (Iowa) Public Library one frigid
January night. Dewey Readmore Books became the library’s star boarder and
an international celebrity. His story, Dewey, the Small-Town Library Cat
Who Touched the World, by Vicki Myron and Bret Witter, has 336,000 copies
in print and has quickly climbed to the top 10 on the New York Times,
Wall Street Journal, Publishers Weekly, and other lists of bestsellers....
Associated Press, Oct. 20
High school librarian fined for conflict of interest
[http://www.nytimes.com/2008/10/22/nyregion/22ethics.html]
For 39 years as an educator, Robert Grandt has been promoting other
people&rsquo;s books. So this year, when his daughter Eve helped create a
graphic novel of Macbeth, Grandt could not resist bragging a little in
the newsletter he distributes as a librarian at Brooklyn Technical High
School. He also placed a few copies of the book at a library display
table, and posted a sign: &ldquo;Best Book Ever Written.&rdquo; But on
October 20, the city&rsquo;s Conflicts of Interest Board fined him $500
for violating the municipal ethics code....
New York Times, Oct. 21
New Presidential Records Act signed
[http://www.newsleader.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20081021/NEWS05/81021
007/1002/news01]
President George W. Bush signed
[http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2008/10/20081013-5.html] the
Presidential Historical Records Preservation Act of 2008 (S. 3477) into
law October 13. The act establishes a matching grant program for the
preservation of historical records of former presidents whose archives
are not maintained in federal depositories. The legislation culminates
years of effort by Virginia legislators and the Woodrow Wilson
Presidential Library and Museum in Staunton, Virginia....
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Staunton (Va.) News Leader, Oct. 21; White House, Oct. 13
James J. Hill Reference Library takes deep cuts
[http://www.twincities.com/ci_10771494]
Beset by $2-million annual deficits, the 88-year-old James J. Hill
Reference Library in St. Paul, Minnesota—an iconic legacy of the Great
Northern Railway tycoon—last week laid off nine staff members, or about a
fourth of its work force. The recent stock market tumble hit its
endowment hard. With an uncertain future as its board explores a new
strategic direction, the library for the interim will continue
[http://blog.hillsearch.org/index.cfm/2008/10/21/Hill-Library-Takes-Deep-Cu
ts-Admits-No-Defeat] to provide business research and reference service
to small businesses and entrepreneurs....
St. Paul (Minn.) Pioneer Press, Oct. 20; Hill Library Blog, Oct. 21
Target remodels Long Beach school library
[http://www.gazettes.com/library10162008.html]
Students at Starr King Elementary School in North Long Beach, California,
got a first glimpse of their new school library October 17 when Target
Corporation unveiled the fruits of a $100,000+ project that began earlier
this summer. The newly renovated Starr King library is part of the Target
Volunteers school library makeovers project, taking place at 23 schools
nationwide....
Long Beach Grunion Gazette, Oct. 16
Swiss abbey gets a Mellon grant to digitize manuscripts
[http://www.nytimes.com/2008/10/18/books/18libr.htm]
One of the oldest and most valuable collections of handwritten medieval
books in the world, housed in the magnificent baroque halls of the Abbey
Library of St. Gall
[http://www.stiftsbibliothek.ch/site/content.asp?typ=Actual&art=bt&lang=EN]
in Switzerland, is going online with the help of a $1 million grant from
the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. The collection includes material as
varied as curses against book thieves, early love ballads, hearty
drinking songs, and a hand-drawn ground plan for a medieval monastery,
drafted around A.D. 820, the only such document of its kind....
New York Times, Oct. 18
Telecom immunity law challenged in court
[http://www.informationweek.com/news/telecom/policy/showArticle.jhtml?artic
leID=211201760]
The Electronic Frontier Foundation has filed a constitutional challenge
of a law that gave legal immunity to telecommunications companies
cooperating with the Bush administration’s domestic wiretapping program.
The brief filed October 16 in U.S. District Court in San Francisco argues
that the FISA Amendments Act denies telecom customers their rights
without due process of law, since they’re subjected to warrantless
surveillance....
Information Week, Oct. 17
Man fined for locking National Library doors
[http://www.straitstimes.com/Breaking%2BNews/Singapore/Story/STIStory_29109
7.html]
An angry retiree who used a bicycle chain to lock a set of doors at the
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National Library in Singapore was fined $1,000 ($677 U.S.) October 15.
Bin Hee Heng admitted in a district court to chaining the doors in March
following an argument with library staff members. He was upset that
security personnel had earlier locked up his bike, which was left
illegally on a pedestrian walkway....
Singapore Straits Times, Oct. 16
Fox newscaster discovers Second Life
[http://www.myfoxtwincities.com/myfox/pages/Home/Detail;jsessionid=35C96289
6E2028FB0A62F7D3C40F2265?contentId=7678608&version=1&locale=EN-US&layoutCod
e=VSTY&pageId=1.1.1&sflg=1]
KMSP-TV’s Jeff Baillon in Minneapolis/St. Paul takes you to a place where
you can escape the harsh realities of the economy, cut some of your
everyday expenses, and even make some money. Yes, it’s Second Life, and
the Fox affiliate does a fairly good job explaining how colleges
incorporate the virtual environment into their curricula....
KMSP-TV, Oct. 19
Luis Soriano and his Biblioburros
[http://www.nytimes.com/2008/10/20/world/americas/20burro.html]
In a ritual repeated nearly every weekend for the past decade in La
Gloria, a village in Colombia&rsquo;s war-weary hinterland, Luis Soriano
gathered his two donkeys, Alfa and Beto, in front of his home on a recent
Saturday afternoon. Sweating already under the unforgiving sun, he
strapped pouches with the word &ldquo;Biblioburro&rdquo; painted in blue
letters to the donkeys&rsquo; backs and loaded them with an eclectic
cargo of books destined for people living in the small villages beyond....
New York Times, Oct. 19
UK libraries redefine themselves
[http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2008/oct/20/leadersandreply-librar
ies-andy-burnham]
The British town library, byword for mousy respectability and decent
endeavor, is at last showing a capacity to fight to escape from a deathly
decline. At a conference in Liverpool last week, Roy Clare, head of the
Museums, Libraries, and Archives Council, argued for libraries’ role in
lifelong learning from school to senescence, now rebranded as “Find Your
Talent.” Earlier this month, Culture Secretary Andy Burnham announced a
radical rethink of libraries’ contemporary purpose. There is not much
time left....
The Guardian (U.K.), Oct. 20
Tech Talk
===========================================================================
[http://www.techsource.ala.org/ltr/librarianship-in-virtual-worlds.html]MUV
E into virtual worlds
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
TechSourceMuve.cfm]
Virtual worlds are here to stay, says Tom Peters in the October issue of
Library Technology Reports
[http://www.techsource.ala.org/ltr/librarianship-in-virtual-worlds.html].
In “Librarianship in Virtual Worlds,” Peters explores how librarianship
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can survive and thrive in these multi-user virtual environments (MUVEs).
For libraries and library-related organizations interested in developing
a presence in one or more virtual worlds, this issue of LTR may prove a
useful tool for understanding the breadth and depth of the VW scene....
New media player allows spoken-word search
[http://news.cnet.com/8301-17939_109-10069806-2.html]
EveryZing [http://www.everyzing.com], a media indexing company, is
launching its own media player that lets people search for spoken words
within videos. The new video player, called MetaPlayer, uses technology
the company already has in its ezSearch and ezSEO products. On sites that
support it (the first announced is the Dallas Cowboys site), users will
be able to type in a query in the video player and see where the term
entered comes up; they can then jump to that spot....
Webware, Oct. 22
How to limit a search by date
[http://philbradley.typepad.com/phil_bradleys_weblog/2008/10/how-to-limit-a
-search-by-date.html]
Phil Bradley writes: “One of the problems with searching for material in
a specific date range is that it’s hard for a search engine to know
exactly what is required. For example, if you add the date limit ‘last 3
months,’ that doesn’t necessarily mean ‘new’ pages that have been created
in the last three months—if a search engine finds a page written 5 years
ago that they’ve only just included in their database, that could be
included as a new page. However, there are a few places you might go.”...
Phil Bradley’s Weblog, Oct. 19
Punch up a photo in under 60 seconds
[http://lifehacker.com/5066858/punch-up-a-photo-in-under-60-seconds]
Jackson West writes: “Using a couple of basic tools in Photoshop and
other image editing programs, you can take a flat image and make it pop
with just a little bit of effort and no experience in the finer arts of
exposure and color correction. With a little practice, you can get some
quick and dirty work done in just seconds that will make your
presentation, blog, or social network profile pictures look a lot better
online. Even cellphone snapshots can be made presentable while your
instant noodles soften.”...
Lifehacker, Oct. 21
Publishing
===========================================================================
[http://onlinejournalismblog.com/2008/10/15/blogging-journalists-pt2-blogsand-news-ideas-the-canary-in-the-mine/]Survey of journalism blogs
[http://onlinejournalismblog.com/2008/10/14/blogging-journalists-survey-res
ults-pt1-context-and-methodology/]
Paul Bradshaw writes: “Blogs have become part of the editorial furniture.
As of this year, 70% of U.S. newspapers, 85% of UK news organizations,
and 44% of European news organizations were offering journalist-authored
blogs, and all the signals from editors and management suggested these
figures would continue to rise. To consider whether journalists feel that
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blogging has affected their working processes, an online survey was
distributed in June and July 2008. Perhaps the most significant change
was in the way that blogs provided a platform for stories or detail that
would otherwise not make the print or broadcast version at all.”...
Online Journalism Blog, Oct. 14–22
Poet Laureate Kay Ryan at LC
[http://www.loc.gov/today/cyberlc/feature_wdesc.php?rec=4378]
The Library of Congress fall literary season opened on October 16 with a
reading (53:00) by Poet Laureate Consultant in Poetry Kay Ryan. Ryan, who
was appointed to the laureateship by Librarian of Congress James H.
Billington in July, is the author of six books of poetry. Her latest is
The Niagara River (2005). Her philosophy is that “Poetry should leave you
feeling freer and not more burdened.”...
Library of Congress
Dictionaries celebrate birthdays
[http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/jacketcopy/2008/10/celebrating-the.html]
To celebrate the 80th anniversary of the publication of the last fascicle
of the Oxford English Dictionary in 1928, Oxford University Press is
offering a special price [http://www.oed.com/news/] for the printed
edition. The full 20-volume printed set is now available to U.S.
customers for $895 until January 31. The OED was begun 44 years earlier,
in 1879. The 250th birthday
[http://www.cnn.com/2008/US/10/12/noah.webster.birthday.ap/index.html#cnnST
CText] of lexicographer Noah Webster (1758–1843) was the focus of a
commemoration October 16–17 at Yale University with lectures, an
exhibition of memorabilia, and a visit to his grave in New Haven,
Connecticut....
Los Angeles Times, Oct. 12; Oxford University Press; Associated Press,
Oct. 12
[http://judgeby.com/]Judge a book by its cover
[http://www.jackcheng.com/idea-judge-a-book-by-its-cover]
Jack Cheng designed the Judge a Book by Its Cover [http://judgeby.com/]
website, which pulls book covers from Amazon.com and lets you guess the
customer star rating. He says: “After you click, you see what Amazon
reviewers actually rated it (and can head to the book&rsquo;s Amazon page
to find out more). Rinse. Repeat. Amazon’s system doesn’t let you select
a random book, so to compensate we select a random page from a randomized
search query.”...
jackcheng.com, Sept. 25
Books to drink by [http://www.examiner.com/x-562-Book-Examiner]
Michelle Kerns writes: “The consumption of alcoholic beverages isn’t just
a coincidentally recurring quirk in the literary world: It’s downright
traditional. With this in mind, there can only be one logical way to
truly enjoy a book—with an adult beverage in hand. However, don’t think
just any old drink can be paired with your tome of choice. Lucky for you,
the Book Examiner has labored long and hard to find the perfect
combinations.”...
Chicago Examiner, Oct. 21
===========================================================================
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Living Library a success in Santa Monica
[http://living-library.org/flying-start-in-santa-monica-los-angeles..html]
The first official Living Library in the United States went live October
18 at the Santa Monica (Calif.) Public Library. The event
[http://www.smgov.net/Content.aspx?id=1837] was organized by library
staff to foster community understanding of alternative lifestyles.
Patrons could check out one of 14 Living Books
[http://ap.google.com/article/ALeqM5h7_YZGjZL6GR_DUaQr2fQIbCcs0gD93SEKJO6]
(people, volunteers really, including two Buddhists, a feminist, a
teenager, a nudist, and a vegan) for 30 minutes to engage in a
conversation and challege a stereotype. The Living Library Project
[http://living-library.org/what-is-the-living-library.html] was first
presented in 2000 to the public in Denmark at the Roskilde Festival.
Since then it has been adopted by organizations in Denmark, Finland,
Hungary, Iceland, Norway, and Portugal....
Living Library, Oct. 20; Santa Monica (Calif.) Public Library; Associated
Press, Oct. 17
Brave new classroom 2.0
[http://www.britannica.com/blogs/2008/10/brave-new-classroom-20-new-blog-fo
rum/]
The Britannica Blog is hosting a special forum this week on new digital
instructional technologies. Do the new technologies represent an
educational breakthrough, a threat to teaching itself, or something in
between? Participants include Kansas State University cultural
anthropologist Michael Wesch, K12 Open Technologies Initiative Director
Steve Hargadon, School Library Journal Technology Editor Kathy Ishizuka,
school library media specialist Joyce Valenza, and others....
Britannica Blog, Oct. 20–24
[http://maps.google.com/maps/mpl?moduleurl=http://maps.google.com/mapfiles/
mapplets/elections/2008/us-voter-info/us-voter-info.xml]Google launches
U.S. voter information site
[http://www.readwriteweb.com/archives/google_launches_us_voter_info_site.ph
p]
Google has released a new website to help simplify and centralize
information about voting locations and voter registration. According to a
blog post
[http://googleblog.blogspot.com/2008/10/greater-access-to-voting-informatio
n.html] about the new U.S. Voter Info site
[http://maps.google.com/maps/mpl?moduleurl=http://maps.google.com/mapfiles/
mapplets/elections/2008/us-voter-info/us-voter-info.xml], Google found it
hard to believe that in 2008, this type of important information isn’t
better organized on the Web, so they took it upon themselves to step in
and create a useful site for all U.S. citizens. But why did they wait so
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long?...
ReadWriteWeb, Oct. 22; Official Google Blog, Oct. 22
University of Michigan adopts Creative Commons licenses
[http://www.lib.umich.edu/creativecommons/]
The University of Michigan Library has decided to adopt Creative Common
Attribution-Non-Commercial licenses for all works created by the library
for which the school holds the copyright. These works include
bibliographies, research guides, [http://www.lib.umich.edu/guides/]
lesson plans, research studies,
[http://www.lib.umich.edu/usability/projects/projects.html] and
technology tutorials. The license allows anyone to copy, distribute,
display, or perform a work or derivative works based on it, as long as
the user gives proper attribution to the University of Michigan Library
and the use is noncommercial....
University of Michigan Library, Oct.
[http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hTlrSYbCbHE]The Universal Declaration of
Human Rights turns 60
[http://portal.unesco.org/ci/en/ev.php-URL_ID=27453&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SEC
TION=201.html]
On December 10, a milestone in the history of promoting human rights will
be celebrated. This day will mark the 60th anniversary
[http://www.ohchr.org/EN/UDHR/Pages/60UDHR.aspx] of the adoption of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights by the General Assembly of the
United Nations. The right to freedom of opinion and expression was number
19 of the 30 articles articulated in the Declaration. Watch a video
[http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hTlrSYbCbHE] (4:31), created by Seth Brau
and produced by Amy Poncher, that explains it all. On October 29, a
Symposium on Freedom of Expression
[http://portal.unesco.org/ci/en/ev.php-URL_ID=27484&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SEC
TION=201.html] will be held at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris....
UNESCO
[http://www.ala.org/ala/aboutala/offices/wo/woissues/techinttele/dtv/dtv.cf
m]3 million analog TV viewers are unprepared
[http://news.cnet.com/8301-17938_105-10072622-1.html]
According to a new survey
[http://www.abiresearch.com/press/1269-Fewer+US+Terrestrial+TV+Viewers+Afte
r+Analog+Switch-off%3A+Survey] by ABI Research, 20% of TV viewers—3
million Americans—who rely on analog over-the-air reception will let
their sets go dark after the DTV transition on February 17, 2009. The
survey of 1,002 consumers found that 70% will purchase a DTV converter
box, 10% will switch to cable, and 20% will do nothing, causing their old
analog TVs, incapable of receiving the new broadcasts without additional
equipment, to go dark or display only snow. Find out how you can spread
the word
[http://www.ala.org/ala/aboutala/offices/wo/woissues/techinttele/dtv/dtv.cf
m]....
Crave, Oct. 22; ABI Research, Oct. 21; ALA Washington Office
Chicago Foundation gets $1 million for homework help
[http://www.chicagopubliclibraryfoundation.org/news/index.asp?objectID=89]
The Shirley H. and Benjamin Z. Gould Family Foundation have given the
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Chicago Public Library Foundation an endowment gift of nearly $1 million
to provide funding for Teacher in the Library,
[http://www.chipublib.org/eventsprog/programs/teach_inlibrary.php] a
program that offers after-school homework help in seven branches of the
Chicago Public Library. The gift ensures 15 years of continuity for
program support....
Chicago Public Library Foundation, Oct. 20
Resources for Louis Braille centennial
[http://www.nbp.org/ic/nbp/louis/index.html]
January 4, 2009, marks the bicentennial of the birth of Louis Braille
(1809-1852), a genius inventor who bestowed the gift of literacy to blind
people around the world. This National Braille Press website offers a
tour through Braille’s life, a list of worldwide celebrations taking
place, and books and other resources suitable for classroom use....
National Braille Press
Serving patrons with autism
[http://www.thejointlibrary.org/autism/resources.htm]
The Scotch Plains (N.J.) Public Library and the Fanwood (N.J.) Memorial
Library have produced a customer-service training video for library staff
to help them serve individuals with autism and their families more
effectively. The video focuses on what you need to know about autism and
suggests specific techniques to offer more inclusive service to this
growing and underserved population. Their Libraries and Autism site also
has links to other useful resources....
Libraries and Autism: We’re Connected
Civics and Citizenship Toolkit [http://www.citizenshiptoolkit.gov/]
The Civics and Citizenship Toolkit, originally designed by the San
Francisco Public Library, is now being distributed by the Task Force on
New Americans (part of the Department of Homeland Security) to any
organization that serves immigrants. The toolkit contains a variety of
educational materials designed to help permanent residents learn more
about the United States and prepare for the naturalization process.
Organizations can register
[http://www.citizenshiptoolkit.gov/RegisterUser.aspx] at the site to
receive one free copy....
U.S. Task Force on New Americans
[http://www.flickr.com/photos/zsrlibrary/2932713020/in/set-7215760793626342
6/]Wake the Library Fun Run
[http://blog.zsr.wfu.edu/gazette/2008/10/13/wake-the-library-5k-and-1-milefun-run/]
More than 150 people participated in the Wake Forest University Z. Smith
Reynolds Library&rsquo;s first annual Wake the Library 5K and 1 Mile Fun
Run on October 11. The race started and finished in front of the library
and followed a scenic route through the campus in Winston-Salem, North
Carolina. The library organized the event as a way to engage the
community and raise funds for library programs....
ZSR Library Gazette, Oct. 13
10 American financial meltdowns in the past century
[http://www.neatorama.com/2008/10/08/10-american-financial-meltdowns-in-the
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-past-century/]
Banks failed, stock prices collapsed, and panic descended on Wall Street.
Americans were holding their collective breath as a rescue plan was
hastily drafted. The 2008 financial crisis? Nope—it was the Panic of
1907, and again in 1929, 1987, and so on. Since its independence, the
United States has grown to have the largest economy in the world; but we
didn’t get there without quite a few bumps on the road. To put today’s
economic troubles into perspective, take a look at 10 U.S. financial
disasters in the past century....
Neatorama, Oct. 8
Have you embraced Dewey? [http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=smmbhHReFjM]
Saul Amdursky (right), director of the Des Moines (Iowa) Public Library,
gets excited as he presents a pep talk (3:03) on the library’s mission at
the staff in-service retreat. “We are a bridge to information and ideas,”
he emphasizes. “We are not a bridge to nowhere!”...
YouTube, Oct. 16
Head over Heels: Literal video version
[http://www.funnyordie.com/videos/6342db2270]
The video for the 1985 hit song “Head over Heels” by Tears for Fears
centered around Roland Orzabal’s attempts to get the attention of a
librarian, played by Canadian model Joan Densmore (right). It was filmed
in the Emmanuel College Library at the University of Toronto. Now
DustFilms has mashed up the video (3:06) using lyrics that more
accurately match the words and thoughts of the characters with their
on-screen antics....
DustFilms
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[http://gaming.ala.org/resources/index.php?title=Ngd2008]
[http://www.wizards.com/default.asp?x=dci/wpn/libraries]
===========================================================================
[http://www.ala.org/ala/conferencesevents/upcoming/midwinter/home.cfm]
ALA Midwinter Meeting,
[http://www.ala.org/ala/conferencesevents/upcoming/midwinter/2009/faq.cfm]
Denver, January 23–28. Nonmembers and former members of ALA are invited
to join the Association
[http://www.ala.org/ala/conferencesevents/upcoming/midwinter/2009/registrat
ion.cfm#join] to receive both the member Midwinter registration discount
as well as ongoing career and professional benefits.
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog&_pn=product_detai
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/october/102208.txt[7/17/2014 1:39:17 PM]

l&_op=2616]
Get ready for the November release of the new Twilight movie, based on
Stephenie Meyer’s novel, with this ALA celebrity READ poster
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog&_pn=product_detai
l&_op=2616] that shows the Twilight stars, Robert Pattinson and Kristen
Stewart. The story is about a teen who risks everything when she falls in
love with a vampire (“I know what you are. You’re impossibly fast. And
strong. Your skin is pale white and ice cold”). NEW! From ALA Graphics.
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[http://site.ebrary.com/lib/ala]
Libraries Connect Communities
Dysfunctional Staff
Rethinking the E-Rate
[http://picturingamerica.neh.gov/]
The deadline for Picturing America [http://picturingamerica.neh.gov/]
applications has been extended to November 14. Additional schools,
libraries, and school and library districts have the opportunity to apply
for Picturing America, a free resource that provides educators with an
engaging way to teach American history and other subjects through
American art.
Career Leads from
[http://joblist.ala.org/]
Hebrew Manuscript Project Cataloger,
[http://joblist.ala.org/modules/jobseeker/controller.cfm?scr=jobdetail&jobi
d=12032] Columbia University. Reporting to the Head of Special
Collections Metadata and Cataloging, the incumbent will provide original
cataloging for manuscripts in vernacular Hebrew, transliterated Hebrew,
English and other related languages such as Yiddish, Ladino, or
Judaeo-Arabic, aided by the Mendelsohn print catalog and Hebrew
University catalog records. This is a two-year temporary position with
the possibility of extension....
@ More jobs [http://joblist.ala.org/]...

Digital Library of the Week
[http://www.shorpy.com/node/4706?size=_original]
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Shorpy [http://www.shorpy.com/] is an online archive of thousands of
high-resolution photos from the 1850s to 1950s. Its namesake, Shorpy
Higginbotham [http://www.shorpy.com/shorpy], was a teenager who worked in
an Alabama coal mine 100 years ago. The site is actually a blog that
posts photos on a daily basis and keeps them archived and searchable.
Each photo links to a high-resolution image. Most of the photos on the
site were extracted from reference images (high-resolution TIFF files, 20
to 200 megabytes in size) from the Library of Congress research archive.
Most were digitized by LC contractors using a Sinar studio back. They
were adjusted by the Shorpy webmaster for contrast and color before being
downsized and turned into JPEGs.
Do you know of a digital library collection that we can mention in this
AL Direct feature? Tell us about it. [mailto:aldirect@ala.org]

Public Perception
How the World
Sees Us
“Children must be able to use the library as both a place to do homework
and a haven from trouble, especially in areas where street violence has
escalated to a frightening degree. The city can’t afford to close the
curtain on hope.”
?Hartford (Conn.) Courant editorial, Sept. 12, following the decision to
close two branches of the Hartford Public Library.

[http://www.ilovelibraries.org/news/topstories/nationalfriendsoflibrarieswe
ek.cfm]
It’s National Friends of Libraries Week,
[http://www.folusa.org/sharing/national-friends-week.php] October 19–25,
sponsored by Friends of Libraries USA. The Hunterdon County Library
System in Flemington, New Jersey, celebrated
[http://www.ilovelibraries.org/news/topstories/nationalfriendsoflibrarieswe
ek.cfm] by creating a treasure chest with gold medallions illustrating
the various ways the Friends support the library.

Ask the ALA Librarian

Q. I read in the paper recently about a library that is creating an Early
Learning Center [http://www.waukeganpl.org/friends/elc.html] in its
children’s department. I would like to see if my library can do something
similar. Can you direct me to any resources that will show the value of
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/october/102208.txt[7/17/2014 1:39:17 PM]

early childhood literacy programs and some examples of current programs?
A. There is a growing body of literature that shows the importance of
Early Childhood Literacy
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Early_Childhood_Literacy],
even before children begin kindergarten. These programs can be merged
into your library’s Children&#8217;s Services
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Children%27s_Services],
or can be an opportunity to partner with groups within your community.
From the ALA Professional Tips wiki
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Early_Childhood_Literacy_R
esources].
@ The ALA Librarian [mailto:AskTheLibrarian@ala.org] welcomes your
questions.

Calendar
Dec. 3&ndash;5:
Educause Center for Applied Research,
[http://net.educause.edu/content.asp?SECTION_ID=380&bhcp=1] Symposium,
Boca Raton Resort and Club, Florida. “IT and Higher Education: Minding
and Closing Gaps.”
Dec. 5:
ACRL New York Chapter, [http://acrlnysymp2008.wordpress.com/] Annual
Symposium, Baruch College, New York City. “The 21st Century Library:
Targeting the Trends.”
Dec. 7–10:
International Reading Association,
[http://www.reading.org/association/meetings/regional_2.html] 26th
Southeast Regional Conference, Nashville, Tennessee.
Dec. 8–12:
52nd Military Libraries Workshop,
[http://www.dtic.mil/mlw/2008/index.html] Monterey, California. “Military
Library 2.0: the Dawn of a New Revolution.”
Dec. 9–10:
Northeast Document Conservation Center,
[http://www.nedcc.org/about/news.pom.php] InterContinental Hotel,
Chicago. “Persistence of Memory: Sustaining Digital Collections.”
Jan. 5–8:
Hawaii International Conference on System Sciences,
[http://users.cs.dal.ca/~shepherd/hicss/] Hilton Waikoloa Village Resort.
“Digital Media: Content and Communication.”
Jan. 7–9:
Educause Mid-Atlantic Regional Conference,
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/october/102208.txt[7/17/2014 1:39:17 PM]

[http://net.educause.edu/marc09] Loews Philadelphia Hotel. “The
Technology Revolution in Higher Education: IT as a Catalyst for Change.”
Jan. 20–23:
Association for Library and Information Science Education,
[http://www.alise.org/mc/page.do?sitePageId=62136&orgId=ali] Annual
Conference, Denver. “Transforming LIS Education for the 21st Century:
i-Create.”
Jan. 23–28:
American Library Association,
[http://www.ala.org/ala/conferencesevents/upcoming/midwinter/home.cfm]
Midwinter Meeting, Denver.
@ More [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/calendar/calendar.cfm]...
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U.S. & World News
Google settles scanning suit with authors,
publishers

After two years of negotiations, a settlement has been reached in
lawsuits between Google and author and publisher groups over the
search-engine company’s scanning of copyrighted books. Under the
settlement, announced October 28 and subject to approval by a New
York federal court, Google would pay $125 million to resolve a classaction lawsuit brought in 2005 by book authors and the Authors
Guild, as well as a separate suit filed by five publishers. The payment
would go toward creation of a Book Rights Registry where authors
and publishers can register works and receive compensation....
American Libraries Online, Oct. 29

Boston’s Margolis appointed New York
state librarian

The Board of Regents of the New York State
Education Department announced October 21 that
Bernard A. Margolis (right) has been appointed New
York state librarian. The embattled former president of
Boston Public Library will assume his new
responsibilities in January 2009 in the prestigious post
once held by Melvil Dewey, father of modern American librarianship.
A longtime member of the ALA’s governing Council, Margolis instantly
received a flood of praise and congratulations on the Council’s
electronic discussion list....
American Libraries Online, Oct. 27; AL Inside Scoop, Oct. 24

Hispanic janitors arrested at Mesa
library

The Mesa (Ariz.) Public Library found itself briefly
touched by the nationwide conversation about
immigration reform when Maricopa County Sheriff
Joe Arpaio (right) and a heavily armed group of
some 60 deputies and volunteers, accompanied by
police dogs, raided the main library at about 2 a.m.
on the morning of October 16. The action resulted in the arrest of
three allegedly undocumented janitorial workers of Hispanic descent,
two inside the library and one in the library parking lot....

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/october/102908.htm[7/17/2014 1:39:23 PM]

ALA Midwinter Meeting,
Denver, January 23–28.
Seeking some extra
funds to attend the
Midwinter Meeting or
Annual Conference?
Check out these funding
tips.

AL Direct, October 29, 2008

American Libraries Online, Oct. 24

Bunny Suicides complainant
douses book-burning talk

When her 13-year-old son checked out a
dark-humor cartoon collection, The Book of
Bunny Suicides, from the Central Linn High
School Library in Halsey, Oregon, Taffey
Anderson decided that British artist Andy
Riley’s drawings of self-destructive rabbits were neither funny nor
appropriate reading for children. She filed a written request with the
school district October 20 to have the book reviewed, but neglected
to return it to the library. An initial report quoted Anderson as
saying, “They’re not getting this book back,” and threatening to burn
it, but she has since softened her stance....
American Libraries Online, Oct. 28

ALA News
ALA seeks $100 million in stimulus funding

ALA is asking Congress for $100 million in stimulus funding to aid
the nation’s working families during the current economic crisis. Aid
is sought to stem the bleeding of critical library services that help
Americans with job searches, small business development, financial
literacy, and other essential assistance in hard economic times. ALA’s
recommendation comes as Congress holds hearings this week on
economic growth and job creation, including an October 30 Joint
Economic Committee hearing....

Virtual worlds are here
to stay, says Tom
Peters in the October
issue of Library
Technology Reports. In
Librarianship in
Virtual Worlds,
Peters explores how
librarianship can
survive and thrive in
these multi-user
virtual environments
(MUVEs). In this issue,
VW novices and
experts alike will learn
about key issues and
opportunities available
for libraries, libraryrelated organizations,
and library users.
NEW! From ALA
Publishing.

In this issue
October 2008

District Dispatch, Oct. 29

Denver Sunrise Speaker Series

Start each day off in Denver with four distinguished
authors at the ALA Sunrise Speaker Series. The
series is part of the ALA Midwinter Meeting, January
23–28, and will be held each morning from 8 to 9
a.m. Speakers will include authors Leigh Rubin,
Dom Testa, Kevin J. Anderson, and Richard North
Patterson (right)....

Midwinter Author Forum welcomes
women of mystery

Some bestselling female mystery authors will gather
at the Exhibits Round Table Author Forum at the
ALA Midwinter Meeting in Denver on January 23 to
discuss the art of revealing “who did it?” Erica
Spindler, Francine Mathews, Mary Jane Clark (right),
and Nancy Atherton will meet to discuss the art of the mystery plot
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Libraries Connect
Communities
Dysfunctional Staff
Rethinking the ERate
Table Talk on National
Gaming Day. This week’s
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and how all those twists and turns work to reveal the truth....

Responses needed for library
internet survey

Your feedback is needed to ensure
national and state-level analyses from the
Public Library Funding and Technology
Access Study. Data from the library internet survey, which closes
November 7, will be used for peer comparison, budget requests,
media outreach, and testimony before legislative bodies. Log on
now....

ALA SLymposium on virtual worlds and libraries

The ALA Virtual Communities and Libraries Membership Initiative
Group has announced its first ALA SLymposium to be held in Second
Life on ALA Island, November 8. The fall SLymposium will offer a
look at what all types of library-related organizations are doing in
Second Life. The keynote speaker for the SLymposium is Tom Peters,
CEO of TAP Information Services and author of the recently released
Libraries and Virtual Worlds....
Virtual Presence, Oct. 27

AL Focus
Gaming at Oak Park Public
Library

During the summer and autumn this
year, Oak Park (Ill.) Public Library has
held monthly teen gaming tournaments.
This is a video (3:15) of sights and
sounds from the September tourney, as
well as an interview with Young Adult
Librarian Monica Harris, who explains
why and how the library got into gaming and the benefits it offers
the library and the community....

Salon Huron is on ALA
Island on Thursday,
October 30, at 3:30 p.m.
Second Life Time/Pacific
Time. It will be led by
Sonja Morgwain. The
discussion topic is
National Gaming Day and
will last approximately
one hour.

Career Leads
from

Teen/Youth
Librarian, Pueblo CityCounty (Colo.) Library
District. Up for the
challenge of leading our
youth/teens into the
future? We are looking
for a dynamic,
energetic, tech-savvy
professional to
conceptualize, develop,
and guide creative teen
programming at four
distinct library locations
as well as outreach
activities at satellite
libraries, classrooms,
and various community
organizations....

@

Featured review: Books for youth

Anderson, Laurie Halse. Chains. Oct. 2008.
320p. Simon & Schuster, hardcover (978-14169-0585-1). Grades 7–10.
In the spring of 1776, Isabel, a teenage slave,
and her sister, Ruth, are sold to ruthless,
wealthy loyalists in Manhattan. While running
errands, Isabel is approached by rebels, who
promise her freedom (and help finding Ruth,
who has been sent away) if she agrees to spy.
Using the invisibility her slave status brings, Isabel lurks and
listens as Master Lockton and his fellow Tories plot to crush
the rebel uprisings, but the incendiary proof that she carries to
the rebel camp doesn’t bring the desired rewards. Like the
central character in M. T. Anderson’s Octavian Nothing duet,
Isabel finds that both patriots and loyalists support slavery.
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More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week

The Center for
Retrospective
Digitization at the
Göttingen State and
University Library in
Lower Saxony,
Germany, offers some 5
million digital pages
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The specifics of Isabel’s daily drudgery may slow some
readers, but the catalogue of chores communicates the brutal
rhythms of unrelenting toil, helping readers to imagine vividly
the realities of Isabel’s life....

Artist biographies

Gillian Engberg writes: “In the
November 1, 2006, issue of
Booklist, we presented Core
Collection: Artists in Picture
Book Biographies. In the November
1, 2008, issue, we build on
that feature, with a selection of noteworthy books about artists
aimed at older readers. Research has shown that an education
in the arts can improve students’ behavior, academic
performance, and self-confidence, while instilling a respect for
hard work and the sheer joy that comes from exploring the
imagination. These outstanding resources can supplement an
arts curriculum and inspire students to learn more about the
subjects’ fascinating lives and work.”...

@

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

Denver Update
The lowdown on LoDo

LoDo (Lower Downtown) comprises a 25-block
area that, just a decade ago, wasn’t much more
than abandoned warehouses and rail yards.
Today, restored and easily accessible from the
Colorado Convention Center, LoDo is one of the
liveliest areas in the city and the place in
Denver to eat, shop, and stay. The historic buildings house a variety
of shops, restaurants, and businesses, and exude a fun and
entertaining atmosphere. Union Station, where the Winter Park Ski
Train departs, lies in the heart of LoDo and is a great place to start a
visit to the neighborhood....
LoDo District

Denver Public Library

The Central Denver Public Library, designed by
Michael Graves to mimic a city skyline, is famous
for its Western Americana photographs and AfricanAmerican archives. Inside, check out the amazing
“rolling historical landscape” mural of Edward
Ruscha. Outside, you’ll find “Lao Tzu,” a soaring
steel sculpture by Mark di Suvero that stands 30
feet tall and weighs 16 tons; and Donald Lipski’s
“The Yearling,” featuring a life-size fiberglass pony
perched atop an enormous red chair (right)....
Denver Public Library

Division News
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from historic books,
maps, and periodicals.
It was founded in 1997
as a department of the
library sponsored by the
German Research
Foundation and since
then has served as a
national digital
repository. Collections
include autobiographies,
works in the humanities
and sciences, maps,
mathematical literature,
North American
literature (primarily
German-language),
Sibirica, travel
literature, and
zoologica. Two separate
viewing platforms are
offered, along with
separate metadata
pages, and a PDF
downloader. One special
feature is a digital
version of Göttingen’s
copy of a Gutenberg
Bible.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.

Public
Perception
How the World
Sees Us

“Libraries make us
literate. And
illiteracy in London,
as a recent Free
Press report
showed, is far more
prevalent than too
many of us think.
Libraries can play a
key role in reducing
that. Less illiteracy
and more
information for
everyone makes a
community
prosperous,
progressive,
innovative,
successful,
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AASL Fall Forum attendees challenged to lead

Calling AASL’s Standards for the 21st-Century Learner “among the
most brilliant of those I have seen,” endnote speaker Everett Kline
challenged school library media specialists in attendance at the AASL
2008 Fall Forum to “go out and lead.” From October 17 to 19, school
library media specialists from across the country gathered in Oak
Brook, Illinois, for an in-depth look at assessments of student
learning....

Western New York schools offer AASL institutes

resourceful, flexible,
understanding,
caring,
cooperative.”
—Editorial by Paul Berton,
“The Local Library Is a
Community Gem,” in the
London (Ont.) Free Press,
Oct. 24.

In an effort to make professional development a top priority among
its school library media specialists, Erie 2–Chautauqua–Cattaraugus
BOCES has contracted with AASL to offer multiple institutes on
various topics across Western New York. Twenty-seven licensed
institutes will be offered over a six-month period to school library
media specialists from multiple school districts....

Volunteer for the YALSA Road Trip

YALSA seeks volunteers for its 2009 Road Trip, during which the
division will strive to have a presence at a library conference in every
state in 2009. Options for participation include hosting a social event,
implementing a YALSA-provided program, or staffing an exhibit
booth. Volunteers are still needed in 39 states. Apply by November
14....

ACRL’s Midwinter workshops

ACRL will hold three professional-development workshops in
conjunction with the 2009 Midwinter Meeting in Denver. Registration
is now open for the January 23 workshops, which cover custom
search plug-ins, the Q Method of evaluation, and basic teaching
strategies....

ACRL offers Gaming in Academic Libraries

ACRL is releasing a new publication, Gaming in Academic Libraries:
Collections, Marketing, and Information Literacy. Edited by Amy
Harris of the University of North Carolina-Greensboro and Scott E.
Rice of Appalachian State University, this lively volume contains 16
examples of ways libraries are integrating games into their learning
and outreach programs....

Registration and
housing materials are
now available for the
ACRL 14th National
Conference in
Seattle, March 12–15.
Register by the
January 16 early-bird
deadline and save
more than 20% on
your conference
registration. Naomi
Klein, Sherman Alexie,
and Ira Glass will be
the keynote speakers.

Ask the ALA
Librarian

Awards
Apply for an ALA scholarship

ALA has more than $300,000 for students who are studying library
science or school library media at the master’s degree level.
Scholarships typically range from $1,500 to $6,500 per student per
year. The application and instructions are available online. The
application deadline is March 1....

Deadline extended for National
Library Week Grants

Sue Kowalski and Tony Tallent know what
it takes to succeed @ your library. As past
winners of the Scholastic Library Publishing National Library Week
Grant, they both developed public awareness promotions that
reached out to their respective communities in new and exciting
ways. The deadline for the 2009 grant has been extended until
November 14. U.S. libraries of all types are invited to apply for
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Q. I am a school
librarian, and I
often have difficulty
finding books that
are of interest to the
male students. Can
you help?
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$3,000 that will be awarded to the best public awareness campaign
that promotes the theme “Worlds connect @ your library” during
National Library Week, April 12–18, 2009....

2009 Library Adult Services Award

RUSA is seeking nominations for the 2009 Margaret E. Monroe
Library Adult Services Award. The citation honors a practicing
librarian, library and information science researcher or educator, or
retired librarian who has made a significant contribution to library
adult services. Nominations must be received by December 15....

RUSA award honors document delivery superstars

Know a librarian who has made a recent significant contribution to
the interlibrary loan or document delivery fields? Consider nominating
him or her for the 2009 Virginia Boucher–OCLC Distinguished ILL
Librarian Award. The award, a citation and a $2,000 cash prize
sponsored by OCLC, honors a librarian for outstanding professional
achievement, leadership, and contributions to the interlibrary loan
and document delivery field. Nominations are due by December 15....

ABC-CLIO Online History Award

RUSA seeks nominations for the 2009 ABC-CLIO Online History
Award, an honor that expresses the division’s commitment to the
role librarians play in linking up patrons with information. The winner
will receive $3,000 and a citation donated by ABC-CLIO. Nominations
must be received by December 15....

In search of outstanding Jewish literature

The RUSA Collection Development and Evaluation Section seeks
recently published works of Jewish literature for adults as candidates
for the 2009 Sophie Brody Medal. Endowed by the Brodart
Foundation and Arthur Brody, the award consists of a citation and a
medal, and pays tribute to Arthur’s wife Sophie, a recognized leader
and philanthropist in the Jewish community. Works of fiction,
nonfiction, and poetry published between December 1, 2007, and
November 30, 2008, are eligible for consideration....

Student writing and development award

LLAMA is now accepting entries for the 2009 YBP Student Writing
and Development Award. All students enrolled in a library and
information studies graduate program are eligible to submit essays
on the theme “Take the lead @ your library.” The winning article will
be published in a future issue of Library Leadership & Management....

Three inducted into SLA Hall
of Fame

Three distinguished information
professionals have been inducted into
the Special Libraries Association Hall of
Fame. They are Toby Pearlstein, now
retired director of information services for Boston-based Bain and
Company; Dana Lincoln Roth (above), chemistry librarian at
California Institute of Technology; and the late Sue O’Neill Johnson,
World Bank librarian. All were honored for their work and
contributions at SLA’s Annual Conference in Seattle in June. Watch
the video....
Special Libraries Association, Oct. 22
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A. The subject of boys
and reading has been
a major one in the
last few years. Boys
will read if the books
are on subjects that
interest them. “Why
Aren’t Little Boys
Reading?” in Library
Administrator's Digest
(December 2006), p.
74, reports research
at the Toledo–Lucas
County Public Library,
and offers the
following suggestions:
provide staff training;
develop programs that
are attractive to boys;
present programming
for parents to explore
why boys lose interest
in reading; construct
displays of interest to
boys; and develop a
tip kit. Our page on
Boys offers resources
for getting boys
interested in reading
and has a selection of
recent articles to help
you develop the
programs and tip kits
for your library.
YALSA offers a list of
Quick Picks for
Reluctant Young Adult
Readers. This list is
often nicknamed
“books for boys.” The
final list will be
announced at ALA’s
Midwinter Meeting,
but the current
nominations and past
lists are available
online. Also, YALSA
debuted a new list at
the 2007 Midwinter
Meeting, Great
Graphic Novels for
Teens. Nominations
are currently available
online. Finally, ALSC
provides a page called
“Boys Will Be...,”
which provides
information on the
unique reading and
development needs of
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Travel grant to SLA in Washington

The Division of Museums, Arts, and Humanities of the Special
Libraries Association will reimburse travel and accommodation
expenses up to $2,000 for a professional librarian from a non-G8
country to attend the SLA Annual Conference. The awardee will also
receive free registration to the conference and to all MAHD ticketed
events. The deadline is December 31....
Special Libraries Association, Oct. 28

boys in libraries. From
the ALA Professional
Tips wiki.

@ The ALA Librarian
welcomes your
questions.

Seen Online
Head of Lincoln Presidential Library fired

Richard E. Beard, executive director of the Abraham Lincoln
Presidential Library and Museum in Springfield, Illinois, was fired by
Gov. Rod Blagojevich October 28 after disclosure of an August 22
shoplifting charge at a Target store. Store security guards believe he
was trying to steal a DVD box set. Beard faces another charge of
shoplifting nearly $300 worth of neckties from a Macy’s store last
November. He then got into a scuffle with security guards when they
tried to stop him from leaving with the items....
Springfield (Ill.) State Journal-Register, Oct. 24, 28

Calvert County keeps Tango

Calvert County (Md.) library trustees voted
unanimously October 21 to keep a controversial
book about two male penguins where it is
shelved—in the children’s section, along with
other picture books. In December, Beth Bubser
of Dunkirk filed a complaint about And Tango
Makes Three to the county library staff, saying there was no warning
on the book that it is about same-sex parents. The board affirmed
Library Director Patricia Hofmann’s January decision to keep the book
on the shelf....
Washington Post, Oct. 23

Gold’s exit deal investigated

The Sacramento (Calif.) Public Library govering board agreed to pay
embattled library director Anne Marie Gold nearly $25,000 in return
for her resignation, and a county grand jury has signaled that it is
investigating that agreement. The grand jury has been looking into
Gold’s management for nearly a year as a result of the newspaper’s
review of library finances that revealed overbilling for maintenance
services at library branches....

Calendar
Nov. 14–17:

Association for
Women’s Rights in
Development,
International Forum,
Cape Town
International
Convention Center,
South Africa.

Jan. 21–24:

Association of
American Colleges
and Universities,
Annual Meeting,
Seattle.

Jan. 28–31:

Sacramento (Calif.) Bee, Oct. 23

Ontario Library
Association, Super
Conference, Metro
Toronto Convention
Centre.

MSN’s 10 coolest public libraries

Feb. 1–4:

MSN City Guides has selected 10 of the most
interesting “secular temples to the worship of
words,” from old school Beaux-Arts beauties to
the airy halls of contemporary architecture. The
South Euclid–Lyndhurst branch (right) of the
Cuyahoga County (Ohio) Public Library is one.
Also on the list is Chicago’s Harold Washington Library Center and
the Thomas Crane Memorial Library in Quincy, Massachusetts....
MSN City Guides

A Catch-22 for libraries

Public libraries in Phoenix, Arizona, are packed with patrons
searching for free ways to feed their literary appetites, rent movies,
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Sixth International
Indigenous
Librarians’ Forum, Te
Wananga-o-Raukawa,
Otaki, New Zealand.
“Determining Our
Future.”

Feb. 7–10:

American Council on
Education, 91st
Annual Meeting,
Washington, D.C.
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and use computers to update their résumés and apply for jobs
online. But the boom in visitors and circulation (and their transition
into lively community spots) couldn’t come at a worse time for
libraries, which are facing their own budget woes due to the faltering
economy. Phoenix, like other municipal governments, is facing a
budget shortfall as sales-tax collections plummet and property-tax
projections soften. Nonetheless, the Phoenix Public Library raised
more than $342,000 for programs that support children’s literacy at
its Dinner in the Stacks 2008 event October 18....
Phoenix Arizona Republic, Oct. 25, 28; Phoenix Public Library, Oct. 28

Idaho medical librarian helps son battle rare cancer
A Rexburg, Idaho, woman who spends her days helping doctors,
nurses, and patients is also using her skills to help one of the most
important people in her life, her son. Teresa Murdock has been
working as Madison Memorial Hospital’s medical librarian for the past
15 years. Just three months ago, Murdock’s 19-year-old son Chance
was diagnosed with an extremely rare type of terminal cancer....
KIDK-TV, Idaho Falls, Oct. 27

Alan Bennett donates archive to the Bodleian

English playwright Alan Bennett (The Madness of George III, The
History Boys) has bequeathed his literary archive to the Bodleian
library in Oxford. Bennett was originally prompted to hand over his
archive by a former Bodleian chief librarian, David Vaizey, a friend
since they met as undergraduates. He said that he saw the gift as a
debt repaid. The Bennett archive, which includes original manuscripts
and drafts for all his stage and television plays, is expected to be
open to researchers by 2010....
The Guardian (U.K.), Oct. 24

Kentucky law school to close over library debt

A problem-plagued Kentucky law school has announced that it will
close at the end of the year. The Barkley School of Law in Paducah—
formerly known as the American Justice School of Law—is
withdrawing its application with the state for a license to operate in
2009. The biggest of its problems, according to Dean Larry Putt, is
the debt associated with the library it inherited. The American Justice
School of Law claimed about $6 million in debt when it filed for
bankruptcy, and Putt estimates that at least $2 million of that
involved purchases made for the library....
National Law Journal, Oct. 23

Montreal’s Fraser-Hickson Library
to reopen

After more than a year without a home for the
Fraser-Hickson Library, a $6-million plan has
been announced that would see it reopen in
2009 on the lower level of Trinity Memorial
Church in Montreal. Forced to close in March
2007, following years of struggle brought on by
a dwindling endowment, many felt that the Fraser-Hickson had been
left to drift on its own by the city of Montreal, which had kept the
privately-funded library on life-support for several years with shortterm grants....
Montréal (Québec) Monitor, Oct. 21

Accused Folio thief launches legal challenge

A man arrested over the theft of a Shakespeare First Folio is
mounting a legal challenge to have it returned to him. Ray Scott,
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“Collective Foresight.”

Feb. 13–15:

California
International
Antiquarian Book
Fair, Concourse
Exhibition Center, San
Francisco.

Feb. 17–21:

Music Library
Association, 78th
Annual Conference,
Marriott Chicago
Downtown Magnificent
Mile.

Feb. 22–24:

National Federation
of Advanced
Information
Services, Annual
Conference, Ritz
Carlton Hotel,
Philadelphia.
“Barbarians at the
Gate? The Global
Impact of Digital
Natives and Emerging
Technologies on the
Future of Information
Services.”

Mar. 4–7:

Society of Early
Americanists, 6th
Biennial Conference,
Hamilton, Bermuda.

Mar. 11–12:

ARL/ACRL Institute
on Scholarly
Communication
workshop, Sheraton
Seattle Hotel.
“Scholarly
Communication
Outreach: Crafting
Messages that Grab
Faculty Attention.”

Mar. 12–14:

National Council for
History Education,
National Conference,
Boston Park Plaza
Hotel and Towers.
“Revolutions in
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from Washington in North East England, launched the action against
Durham University October 25. Durham police are treating the Folio,
alleged to be the one stolen from the university 10 years ago, as
evidence and are holding it in a secure vault after it was returned to
the U.K. under guard in mid-October. Scott had brought it to the
Folger Shakespeare Library in Washington, D.C., in June to have it
authenticated but he was arrested shortly afterwards....
Darlington (U.K.) Northern Echo, Oct. 27

Tech Talk
How to master screencasts in 7
steps

Torley writes: “Making screencasts (also
known as video tutorials) is already easy,
and becomes easier with better tools and
broadband proliferation. However, no tech
is complete without a human who dives in,
does experiments, and discerns best
practices from the results. I’ve made over
200 video tutorials, mostly for the virtual
world of Second Life. If a picture’s worth 1,000 words, then a video
is a lot more. Through such experience, these are tips and tricks I’m
sure you’ll find practical and applicable to your further forays into the
video fields.”...
Mashable, Oct. 22; Second Life Showcase

The 15 dumbest names for Web 2.0
startups

Robin Wauters writes: “I realize naming is a
difficult thing, and finding the domain name to match the description
you have in mind is virtually impossible these days. I also realize
names don’t necessarily have to be descriptive enough to sum up
what you do in one or two words, as long as it’s memorable and
distinctive enough. Here’s a list of 15 startups I personally think have
some of the dumbest names in the Web 2.0 industry (I’m not
judging their actual service), in no particular order.”...
The Next Web, Oct. 13

A decade of the DMCA

John Timmer writes: “Ten years ago this week, President Clinton
(remember him?) signed the Digital Millennium Copyright Act into
law. Ostensibly passed to bring U.S. copyright law in line with World
Intellectual Property Organization treaties, the law has had a variety
of effects, some good, others obviously not. Its two main features
are its safe harbor and anticircumvention provisions. We’ll take a
look at each.”...
Ars Technica, Oct. 28

Microsoft Office to go online

Richard MacManus writes: “Microsoft
announced October 28 at its
Professional Developers Conference that
the next release of Microsoft Office will
include browser-based versions of some
of its main office software products—
Word, Excel, PowerPoint, and OneNote.
These will be lightweight versions, but
Microsoft said they will still have rich
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History.”

Mar. 18–21:

Society for Textual
Scholarship,
International
Conference, New York
University.

Mar. 19–22:

National Science
Teachers
Association, Ernest N.
Morial Convention
Center, New Orleans.

Mar. 26–29:

Association of
Independent
Information
Professionals, 23rd
Annual Conference,
Albuquerque, New
Mexico.

Apr. 1–3:

DigCCurr 2009:
Digital Curation
Practice, Promise,
and Prospects,
University of North
Carolina, School of
Information and
Library Science, Chapel
Hill.

Apr. 2–5:

National Council on
Public History, Annual
Meeting, Biltmore
Hotel, Providence,
Rhode Island. “Toward
Broader Horizons.”

Apr. 3–5:

New York
Antiquarian Book
Fair, Park Avenue
Armory, New York
City.

Apr. 4–7:

American Association
of Community
Colleges, 89th Annual
Convention, Phoenix.
“Diversity: Our Vision,
Our Value.”
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functionality and be comparable to Google’s suite of online office
applications.” See how it might look....
ReadWriteWeb, Oct. 28

How to create a mobile website for your blog

Ellyssa Kroski writes: “If you’re wondering about creating a mobile
website for your blog or website, there are actually some very easyto-use tools out there which will have you mobile within a few clicks.
Winksite and MoFuse will create a mobile version of your website or
blog from an RSS feed. If you’re looking for additional functionality
and customization options, you may want to check out Zinadoo.”...
iLibrarian, Oct. 23

Publishing
Windowshop at Amazon.com

Windowshop.com is a new site
introduced last week that allows you to
virtually browse through the bestselling Amazon.com products in various
categories, including books,
audiobooks, CDs, DVDs (right), and
videogames. You can either use your mouse or the arrow keys (the
keyboard works better) to scroll through the content and zoom in
and out on product previews in a style reminiscent of how the
Cooliris browser plugin works. After you zoom in on an item, a
preview plays....
New York Times, Oct. 27

Christian Science Monitor ends print
edition

After a century of continuous publication, the
Christian Science Monitor will abandon its
weekday print edition in favor of an online
presence, its publisher announced October 28.
The cost-cutting measure makes it the first
national newspaper to largely give up on print.
The Monitor will move to online only in April.
Subscribers will receive an emailed PDF edition
on weekdays and a print magazine on the weekend....
New York Times, Oct. 28; Christian Science Monitor, Oct. 28

Cheerios offers books by the bowlful

For the seventh year running, General Mills’ Cheerios
brand will make reading a part of kids’ daily
nutritional requirements with its “Spoonfuls of
Stories” promotion, putting 5 million copies of five
new children’s book titles from Simon & Schuster
inside cereal boxes. The reading campaign kicked off
October 13 and continues the rest of the month. The
books include Duck for President, When Dinosaurs
Came with Everything, and Monkey and Me....
Promo Magazine, Oct. 14

Reed Elsevier to sweeten its magazine sell-off

Anglo-Dutch media giant Reed Elsevier is willing to sweeten its £1billion ($1.57 billion U.S.) auction of Reed Business Information—
which includes trade publications like Publishers Weekly and Library
Journal—by increasing its vendor financing package. The RBI sale is

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/october/102908.htm[7/17/2014 1:39:23 PM]

Apr. 8–11:

Popular Culture
Association /
American Culture
Association, National
Conference, New
Orleans Marriott Hotel.

Apr. 13–17:

American
Educational
Research
Association, Annual
Meeting, San Diego,
California. “Disciplined
Inquiry: Education
Research in the Circle
of Knowledge.”

Apr. 14–17:

Catholic Library
Association,
Convention, Anaheim,
California. “Leadership,
Direction, Service.”

Apr. 16–21:

Art Libraries Society
of North America,
37th Annual
Conference, Downtown
Marriott, Indianapolis.

Apr. 23–25:

American Society for
Indexing, Annual
Conference,
DoubleTree–Lloyd
Center Hotel, Portland,
Oregon. “Scaling the
Heights.”

Apr. 30–
May 4:

American Association
of Museums, 103rd
Annual Meeting,
Philadelphia.

May 5–8:

Substance Abuse
Librarians and
Information
Specialists, Annual
Conference, Halifax,
Nova Scotia. “Setting
Sail: Best Practices for
the Next Decade.”
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being watched closely as a bellwether for companies’ ability to
dispose of assets in the difficult market environment. Sources say
Reed Elsevier would like to close the deal before the departure of its
chief executive Sir Crispin Davis in March. Three parties are still
interested....
The Telegraph (U.K.), Oct. 28; PaidContent, Oct. 27

A web of footnotes

Annalee Newitz writes: “The technological
development that’s going to change the
way we read isn’t e-books—it’s footnotes.
For the past few months, if you really
wanted to understand DC Comics’ big crossover series Final Crisis,
you basically had to read each issue alongside Eisner-winning critic
Douglas Wolk’s blog Final Annotations. Each time a new issue in the
series comes out, Wolk goes through page by page, carefully
documenting what you need to know. A culture of rampant
annotators isn’t exactly what you’d expect from the Web, yet it
seems that our newest media have reinvigorated what often seems a
lost art.”...
io9, Oct. 25

May 12–16:

Council on Botanical
and Horticultural
Libraries, Annual
Meeting, Missouri
Botanical Gardens, St.
Louis. “Growing Green:
The Role of Gardens As
Models of Conservation
and Sustainability.”

May 13–15:

La Asociación
Mexicana de
Bibliotecarios, XL
Jornadas Mexicanas de
Biblioteconomía,
Acapulco, Mexico.
“Usuarios: Demanda y
Oferta Informativa de
las Bibliotecas.”

May 14–17:

Actions & Answers
Library ghosts

George Eberhart writes: “Last year about
this time (just in time for Halloween), I
posted on the Britannica Blog a list of
libraries with ghosts, or at least ones that
patrons, staff, or local folklorists associate
with paranormal happenings. Now the
haunted libraries are back, by popular
demand, each entry completely updated and about a dozen new
libraries added. I have also included links to the websites of most of
the libraries mentioned, as well as links to other relevant
information.”...
Britannica Blog, Oct. 27–31

School librarians connect kids with galleys

Sally Lodge writes: “It’s a win-win situation: Publishers get middlegrade and young adult galleys into the hands of middle-school
librarians, who share them with students in hopes of fueling their
interest in reading. The kids’ enthusiasm for a title then creates inschool, pre-pub buzz about the book that can, in some cases, have a
positive effect on sales. It’s a chain reaction that is beneficial to all
concerned—and one that appears to be happening with increasing
frequency.”...
Publishers Weekly, Oct. 23

How I learned to stop
worrying and love librarians

Unshelved cowriter/artist Bill Barnes
writes: “Shortly after our strip went live
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Association of
Canadian Archivists,
Annual Conference,
Calgary, Alberta.
“Rights,
Responsibilities, Trust:
Archives and Public
Affairs.”

May 15–20:

Medical Library
Association, Annual
Meeting, Hilton
Hawaiian Village Beach
Resort, Honolulu.
“Infusions.”

May 19–22:

American Institute
for Conservation of
Historic and Artistic
Works, 37th Annual
Meeting, Los Angeles.
“Conservation 2.0:
New Directions.”

May 22:

Theatre Library
Association,
Symposium III, New
York Public Library for
the Performing Arts.
“Detonating the
Classics? Radical
Adaptations and
Textual
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in February 2002 we were discovered by
the library community, and overnight
(literally) our readership went from 40
to 3,000. Now our readership is up to about 45,000. In those early
months library workers probably made up 99% of our readers. By
now they’re ‘down’ to maybe 80%. When I want to find new readers
for Unshelved I rent a booth at a library conference and hand a
sample strip to the first person who walks by.”...
Webcomics, Oct. 24

Reinterpretation.”

@

More...

Contact Us

American Libraries
Direct

Boston Public Library: The ultimate
search engine

Watertown-based ad agency Allen and Gerritsen is
positioning the Boston Public Library system as
the ultimate search engine and portraying its
librarians as “heroes of information” in a new
campaign. The “What do you want to know?”
campaign plays up the resources of BPL’s 27
branches and focuses on the human element
often absent from internet-based searches. In
fact, librarians’ ability to locate and share knowledge is at the crux of
the campaign....
Adweek, Oct. 28

Massachusetts library license
plates

Library enthusiasts in Massachusetts can now
show their support for libraries on their plates.
The Central Massachusetts Regional Library
System in Shrewsbury is now accepting advance applications (PDF
file) for a new specialty license plate. Proceeds will benefit public,
academic, special, and school libraries across the state that belong to
a Regional Library System. CMRLS must collect at least 3,000
applications each with a $40 check made payable to the Registry of
Motor Vehicles before the state will begin production....
Central Massachusetts Regional Library System
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Dealing with loss as a library community

Sarah Granville writes: “Two weeks ago, one of the teens that uses
my library committed suicide. What are we, as librarians, qualified to
do at a time like this? No matter how hard we try not to get
attached, it is difficult when working with youth, especially in a
smaller community. Here are some things you can do in the wake of
tragedy.”...
Alternative Teen Services, Oct. 27

Foster + Partners selected as
NYPL architects

International architecture firm Foster +
Partners has been selected to create a
design to transform the New York Public
Library’s building at Fifth Avenue and 42nd
Street into the world’s largest
comprehensive library open to the public.
The new central library will serve users of all ages and will feature
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expansive new reading rooms with open-shelf circulating
collections....
New York Public Library, Oct. 23

2009 Renaissance Library
Calendar

The Renaissance Library calendars have
been produced since 2001 by Information
Strategy and Information Management, a
consulting and publishing firm based in
Sollentuna, a suburb of Stockholm,
Sweden. Each month features a photo of a
historic library, selected from nominations submitted by librarians and
information professionals in nearly 40 countries. The cover of the
2009 calendar shows the Bibliotheca Alexandrina in Egypt....
Renaissance Library Collection

The library student bill of rights

Char Booth writes: “The skills that are becoming essential to the
increasingly demanding, complex, and collaborative world of
librarianship should be better addressed by the education we receive.
Systemic reform of the LIS curriculum is critical if libraries are to
survive, beginning with aggressive adoption and progressive
interpretation of the newly revised 2008 ALA accreditation standards.
In order to create a more vibrant and resilient profession, the
students of library and information studies programs should be
entitled to the following rights.”...
Tame the Web, Oct. 24

Chocolate Friendzy at Allen Public
Library

The Friends of the Allen (Tex.) Public Library held a
Chocolate Friendzy celebration October 20 during
National Friends of Libraries Week to thank their
members for supporting the Friends. It was the
group’s 25th anniversary, so they held a special
demonstration by the Guinness Book of Records
holder for strawberry-dipping in chocolate, Collin
Gouldin (right). He broke his own record, dipping 54
strawberries in one minute....
Friends of Libraries U.S.A.

Presidential libraries

(PDF file)

Katharine Dunn writes: “On April 18, 2006, the
John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum
in Dorchester, Massachusetts, received a package
in the mail, a donation from a former member of
JFK’s administrative staff who had died the year
before. This donation immediately stood out. It was
a framed, handwritten poem by the eminent Robert Frost, who had
read the poem, Dedication, at JFK’s inauguration in January 1961.
The writing, in pencil, reads, ‘To Jack— First thing to be framed for
your office. First thing to be hung there. Jackie.’”...

Simmons College GSLIS InfoLink 12, no. 6 (Oct.): 1, 3, 6

The coming college bubble?

Maurna R. Desmond writes: “Home builders and banks aren’t the
only ones facing economic headwinds these days. America’s
undercapitalized independent colleges are staring at a spiral of major
threats to solvency as penny-pinching students and parents consider
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cheaper options, and funding sources dry up. As a result, they could
be the next bubble industry to pop. For many schools, tuition is the
lifeblood of their finances. There isn’t much to fall back on.”...
Forbes, Oct. 23

Why academics should blog

Hugh McGuire writes: “I’m taking a Media Theory course at Concordia
in their media studies master’s program, which involves a fair bit of
reading. I’ve come to the conclusion that all academics should blog.
Here’s why.” Reason no. 2: “Some of your ideas are dumb. The
sooner you get called out on bad ideas, the better. When you have a
good idea, you’ll hear about it; when you have an incomplete idea,
and some others chip in with suggestions, you’ll get a better-formed
idea.”...
hughmcguire.net, Oct. 26

Librariana on exhibit

Artist and reference librarian Katie Herzog is
exhibiting her library-related artwork through
November 22 at the Circus Gallery in Los
Angeles. Titled “Librariana,” the exhibit is
described as “a conceptual investigation of
language, painting, and information science.”
One piece, Phone Books, is an eight-foot-long
depiction of 66 telephone books on a library
shelf, made entirely of colored yarn handwoven into metal lath. The weft thins at the base and the extra yarn
is left hanging to the floor, creating a visual metaphor of information
and its unraveling....
Circus Gallery

Fly high with a book

Curtis Rogers writes: “Yesterday when I got to the
Dubuque (Iowa) Regional Airport I was happy to see
the public library’s ‘Fly High with a Book’ program. The
Friends of the Carnegie-Stout Public Library donates
old books to the airport ‘fly high’ shelf for visitors to
take with them and read. What a great project!”...
Libraries & Life, Oct. 19

An alternative view on IFLA, human rights, and
social responsibility (PDF file)

The publication of Alex Byrne’s new book on the development of
IFLA’s human-rights involvement provided an opportunity for Al
Kagan to discuss that history, especially Free Access to Information
and Freedom of Expression’s core activity. Kagan evaluates several
case studies (South Africa, Turkey, Israel/Palestine, and Cuba) and
suggests ways to create a more democratic and effective FAIFE....
IFLA Journal 34, no. 3 (2008): 230–237

Wikipedia and the meaning of truth

Simson L. Garfinkel writes: “Many people, especially
academic experts, have argued that Wikipedia’s
articles can’t be trusted because they are written and
edited by volunteers who have never been vetted.
Nevertheless, studies have found that the articles
are remarkably accurate. The reason is that
Wikipedia’s community of more than 7 million
registered users has organically evolved a set of
policies and procedures for removing untruths. But how do the
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Wikipedians decide what’s true and what’s not? On what is their
epistemology based?”...
Technology Review, Nov./Dec.

French National Library to add
records to WorldCat

OCLC and the Bibliothèque Nationale de
France have signed a letter of intent to
work cooperatively to add records from the
French national library to WorldCat. The
letter was signed during the IFLA World
Library and Information Congress in Québec in August. OCLC
anticipates processing an estimated 13.2-million bibliographic records
from the French library....
OCLC, Oct. 22

Getting ready for National
Gaming Day

Scott Nicholson, professor of information
studies at the Syracuse University
Library Game Lab, has prepared a
tutorial video (18:24) for librarians
interested in National Gaming Day,
November 15. Hasbro is sending a copy
of Pictureka to all public libraries in the United States, and he
demonstrates how to play it in this video. He also talks about other
board games to consider and video game tournaments for the
occasion....
Syracuse University Library Game Lab, Oct. 25

New warriors of literacy

The Oak Park (Ill.) Public Library’s
Warrior Librarians performed in the
Illinois Library Association’s second
annual Library Book Cart Drill Team
Competition, September 24, at Navy Pier
in Chicago. The performance,
synchronized to Richard Wagner’s “Ride
of the Valkyries,” tied for first place in the state. The team has nine
members from each of the library’s three branches, including
Executive Director Dee Brennan. Watch the video (4:06) ....
Oak Park (Ill.) Oak Leaves, Oct. 28; YouTube, Oct. 5
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U.S. & World News
===========================================================================
Google settles scanning suit with authors, publishers
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/october2008/g
ooglelawsuitsettled.cfm]
After two years of negotiations, a settlement has been reached in
lawsuits between Google and author and publisher groups over the
search-engine company&rsquo;s scanning of copyrighted books. Under the
settlement, announced October 28 and subject to approval by a New York
federal court, Google would pay $125 million to resolve a class-action
lawsuit brought in 2005 by book authors and the Authors Guild, as well as
a separate suit filed by five publishers. The payment would go toward
creation of a Book Rights Registry where authors and publishers can
register works and receive compensation....
American Libraries Online, Oct. 29
Boston&#8217;s Margolis appointed New York state librarian
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/october2008/m
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argolistonewyork.cfm]
The Board of Regents of the New York State Education Department announced
October 21 that Bernard A. Margolis (right) has been appointed New York
state librarian. The embattled former president of Boston Public Library
will assume his new responsibilities in January 2009 in the prestigious
post once held by Melvil Dewey, father of modern American librarianship.
A longtime member of the ALA’s governing Council, Margolis instantly
received a flood of praise [http://www.al.ala.org/insidescoop/?p=141] and
congratulations on the Council&rsquo;s electronic discussion list....
American Libraries Online, Oct. 27; AL Inside Scoop, Oct. 24
Hispanic janitors arrested at Mesa library
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/october2008/m
esalibraryraid.cfm]
The Mesa (Ariz.) Public Library found itself briefly touched by the
nationwide conversation about immigration reform when Maricopa County
Sheriff Joe Arpaio (right) and a heavily armed group of some 60 deputies
and volunteers, accompanied by police dogs, raided the main library at
about 2 a.m. on the morning of October 16. The action resulted in the
arrest of three allegedly undocumented janitorial workers of Hispanic
descent, two inside the library and one in the library parking lot....
American Libraries Online, Oct. 24
[http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KyKB1DSl1IY] complainant douses
book-burning talk
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/october2008/b
unnieswontburn.cfm]
When her 13-year-old son checked out a dark-humor cartoon collection, The
Book of Bunny Suicides, from the Central Linn High School Library in
Halsey, Oregon, Taffey Anderson decided that British artist Andy
Riley&rsquo;s drawings of self-destructive rabbits were neither funny nor
appropriate reading for children. She filed a written request with the
school district October 20 to have the book reviewed, but neglected to
return it to the library. An initial report quoted Anderson as saying,
&ldquo;They&rsquo;re not getting this book back,&rdquo; and threatening
to burn it, but she has since softened her stance....
American Libraries Online, Oct. 28
===========================================================================
[http://www.nationscourts.com/#Harry%20Potter%20&%20the%20Order%20of%20the%
20Court]
===========================================================================
ALA News
===========================================================================
ALA seeks $100 million in stimulus funding
[http://www.wo.ala.org/districtdispatch/?p=996]
ALA is asking Congress for $100 million in stimulus funding to aid the
nation&rsquo;s working families during the current economic crisis. Aid
is sought to stem the bleeding of critical library services that help
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Americans with job searches, small business development, financial
literacy, and other essential assistance in hard economic times.
ALA&rsquo;s recommendation comes as Congress holds hearings this week on
economic growth and job creation, including an October 30 Joint Economic
Committee hearing....
District Dispatch, Oct. 29
Denver Sunrise Speaker Series
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
MWsunrise.cfm]
Start each day off in Denver with four distinguished authors at the ALA
Sunrise Speaker Series. The series is part of the ALA Midwinter Meeting,
January 23–28, and will be held each morning from 8 to 9 a.m. Speakers
will include authors Leigh Rubin, Dom Testa, Kevin J. Anderson, and
Richard North Patterson (right)....
Midwinter Author Forum welcomes women of mystery
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
MWertaurthorforum.cfm]
Some bestselling female mystery authors will gather at the Exhibits Round
Table Author Forum at the ALA Midwinter Meeting in Denver on January 23
to discuss the art of revealing &ldquo;who did it?&rdquo; Erica Spindler,
Francine Mathews, Mary Jane Clark (right), and Nancy Atherton will meet
to discuss the art of the mystery plot and how all those twists and turns
work to reveal the truth....
Responses needed for library internet survey
[http://www.ala.org/ala/aboutala/offices/ors/plftas/pullibfunandtechaccstud
y.cfm]
Your feedback is needed to ensure national and state-level analyses from
the Public Library Funding and Technology Access Study. Data from the library
internet survey, which closes November 7, will be used for peer
comparison, budget requests, media outreach, and testimony before
legislative bodies. Log on [http://www.plinternetsurvey.org/] now....
ALA SLymposium on virtual worlds and libraries
[http://www.virtual.ala.org/virtualpresence/?p=132]
The ALA Virtual Communities and Libraries Membership Initiative Group has
announced its first ALA SLymposium to be held in Second Life on ALA
Island, November 8. The fall SLymposium will offer a look at what all
types of library-related organizations are doing in Second Life. The
keynote speaker for the SLymposium is Tom Peters, CEO of TAP Information
Services and author of the recently released Libraries and Virtual Worlds
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
TechSourceMuve.cfm]....
Virtual Presence, Oct. 27
AL Focus
===========================================================================
Gaming at Oak Park Public Library
[http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/gaming-oak-park-public-library]
During the summer and autumn this year, Oak Park (Ill.) Public Library
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has held monthly teen gaming tournaments. This is a video (3:15) of
sights and sounds from the September tourney, as well as an interview
with Young Adult Librarian Monica Harris, who explains why and how the
library got into gaming and the benefits it offers the library and the
community....

Featured review: Books for youth
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=2817576]
Anderson, Laurie Halse. Chains. Oct. 2008. 320p. Simon & Schuster,
hardcover (978-1-4169-0585-1). Grades 7–10.
In the spring of 1776, Isabel, a teenage slave, and her sister, Ruth, are
sold to ruthless, wealthy loyalists in Manhattan. While running errands,
Isabel is approached by rebels, who promise her freedom (and help finding
Ruth, who has been sent away) if she agrees to spy. Using the
invisibility her slave status brings, Isabel lurks and listens as Master
Lockton and his fellow Tories plot to crush the rebel uprisings, but the
incendiary proof that she carries to the rebel camp doesn&rsquo;t bring
the desired rewards. Like the central character in M. T. Anderson&rsquo;s
Octavian Nothing duet, Isabel finds that both patriots and loyalists
support slavery. The specifics of Isabel&rsquo;s daily drudgery may slow
some readers, but the catalogue of chores communicates the brutal rhythms
of unrelenting toil, helping readers to imagine vividly the realities of
Isabel&rsquo;s life....
Artist biographies
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=3114445]
Gillian Engberg writes: “In the November 1, 2006, issue of Booklist, we
presented Core Collection: Artists in Picture Book Biographies. In the
November 1, 2008, issue, we build on that feature, with a selection of
noteworthy books about artists aimed at older readers. Research has shown
that an education in the arts can improve students&rsquo; behavior,
academic performance, and self-confidence, while instilling a respect for
hard work and the sheer joy that comes from exploring the imagination.
These outstanding resources can supplement an arts curriculum and inspire
students to learn more about the subjects&rsquo; fascinating lives and
work.”...
@ Visit Booklist Online [http://www.booklistonline.com] for other reviews
and much more....

Denver Update
===========================================================================
The lowdown on LoDo [http://www.lodo.org/index.htm]
LoDo (Lower Downtown) comprises a 25-block area that, just a decade ago,
wasn&rsquo;t much more than abandoned warehouses and rail yards. Today,
restored and easily accessible from the Colorado Convention Center, LoDo
is one of the liveliest areas in the city and the place in Denver to eat,
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shop, and stay. The historic buildings house a variety of shops,
restaurants, and businesses, and exude a fun and entertaining atmosphere.
Union Station, where the Winter Park Ski Train departs, lies in the heart
of LoDo and is a great place to start a visit to the neighborhood....
LoDo District
Denver Public Library [http://www.denverlibrary.org/]
The Central Denver Public Library, designed by Michael Graves
[http://www.denverlibrary.org/about/art/graves.html] to mimic a city
skyline, is famous for its Western Americana
[http://history.denverlibrary.org/] photographs and African-American
[http://aarl.denverlibrary.org/] archives. Inside, check out the amazing
“rolling historical landscape” mural
[http://www.denverlibrary.org/about/art/ruscha.html] of Edward Ruscha.
Outside, you’ll find “Lao Tzu,
[http://www.denverlibrary.org/about/art/laotzu.html]” a soaring steel
sculpture by Mark di Suvero that stands 30 feet tall and weighs 16 tons;
and Donald Lipski&rsquo;s “The Yearling,
[http://www.denverlibrary.org/about/art/yearling.html]” featuring a
life-size fiberglass pony perched atop an enormous red chair (right)....
Denver Public Library
Division News
===========================================================================
AASL Fall Forum attendees challenged to lead
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
AASLfallforumwrap.cfm]
Calling AASL’s Standards for the 21st-Century Learner “among the most
brilliant of those I have seen,” endnote speaker Everett Kline challenged
school library media specialists in attendance at the AASL 2008 Fall
Forum to “go out and lead.” From October 17 to 19, school library media
specialists from across the country gathered in Oak Brook, Illinois, for
an in-depth look at assessments of student learning....
Western New York schools offer AASL institutes
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
AASLnyinstitutes.cfm]
In an effort to make professional development a top priority among its
school library media specialists, Erie
2&ndash;Chautauqua&ndash;Cattaraugus BOCES has contracted with AASL to
offer multiple institutes on various topics across Western New York.
Twenty-seven licensed institutes
[http://www.aasl.org/ala/mgrps/divs/aasl/aasleducation/aasllicensedinstitut
es/licensedinstitutes.cfm] will be offered over a six-month period to
school library media specialists from multiple school districts....
Volunteer for the YALSA Road Trip
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
YALSAvolunteers.cfm]
YALSA seeks volunteers for its 2009 Road Trip, during which the division
will strive to have a presence at a library conference in every state in
2009. Options for participation include hosting a social event,
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implementing a YALSA-provided program, or staffing an exhibit booth.
Volunteers are still needed in 39 states. Apply
[http://docs.google.com/View?docid=ddzfdmcs_0hpcjfgz9] by November 14....
ACRL&#8217;s Midwinter workshops
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
ACRLmwworkshops.cfm]
ACRL will hold three professional-development workshops
[http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/events/acrlatmidwinter.cfm] in
conjunction with the 2009 Midwinter Meeting in Denver. Registration is
now open for the January 23 workshops, which cover custom search
plug-ins, the Q Method of evaluation, and basic teaching strategies....
Gaming in Academic Libraries
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
ACRLgaminginlibraries.cfm]
ACRL is releasing a new publication, Gaming in Academic Libraries:
Collections, Marketing, and Information Literacy.
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog2&_pn=product_deta
il&_op=2695] Edited by Amy Harris of the University of North
Carolina-Greensboro and Scott E. Rice of Appalachian State University,
this lively volume contains 16 examples of ways libraries are integrating
games into their learning and outreach programs....
Awards
===========================================================================
Apply for an ALA scholarship
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
HRDRscholarshipannouncement1.cfm]
ALA has more than $300,000 for students who are studying library science
or school library media at the master’s degree level. Scholarships
typically range from $1,500 to $6,500 per student per year. The
application and instructions are available online.
[http://www.ala.org/ala/educationcareers/education/scholarships/index.cfm]
The application deadline is March 1....
Deadline extended for National Library Week Grants
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
CampaignNLW.cfm]
Sue Kowalski and Tony Tallent know what it takes to succeed @ your
library. As past winners of the Scholastic Library Publishing National
Library Week Grant, they both developed public awareness promotions that
reached out to their respective communities in new and exciting ways. The
deadline for the 2009 grant has been extended until November 14. U.S.
libraries of all types are invited to apply
[http://www.ala.org/ala/aboutala/hqops/pio/natlibraryweek/nlwgrant.cfm]
for $3,000 that will be awarded to the best public awareness campaign
that promotes the theme &ldquo;Worlds connect @ your library&rdquo;
during National Library Week, April 12–18, 2009....
2009 Library Adult Services Award
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[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
RUSAmonroe.cfm]
RUSA is seeking nominations for the 2009 Margaret E. Monroe Library Adult
Services Award. The citation honors a practicing librarian, library and
information science researcher or educator, or retired librarian who has
made a significant contribution to library adult services. Nominations
must be received by December 15....
RUSA award honors document delivery superstars
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
RUSAill.cfm]
Know a librarian who has made a recent significant contribution to the
interlibrary loan or document delivery fields? Consider nominating him or
her for the 2009 Virginia Boucher–OCLC Distinguished ILL Librarian Award.
The award, a citation and a $2,000 cash prize sponsored by OCLC, honors a
librarian for outstanding professional achievement, leadership, and
contributions to the interlibrary loan and document delivery field.
Nominations are due by December 15....
ABC-CLIO Online History Award
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
RUSAabcclio.cfm]
RUSA seeks nominations for the 2009 ABC-CLIO Online History Award, an
honor that expresses the division&rsquo;s commitment to the role
librarians play in linking up patrons with information. The winner will
receive $3,000 and a citation donated by ABC-CLIO. Nominations must be
received by December 15....
In search of outstanding Jewish literature
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
RUSAjewishlit.cfm]
The RUSA Collection Development and Evaluation Section seeks recently
published works of Jewish literature for adults as candidates for the
2009 Sophie Brody Medal. Endowed by the Brodart Foundation and Arthur
Brody, the award consists of a citation and a medal, and pays tribute to
Arthur&rsquo;s wife Sophie, a recognized leader and philanthropist in the
Jewish community. Works of fiction, nonfiction, and poetry published
between December 1, 2007, and November 30, 2008, are eligible for
consideration....
Student writing and development award
[http://www.ala.org/ala/newspresscenter/news/pressreleases2008/october2008/
LLAMAstudentwriting.cfm]
LLAMA is now accepting entries for the 2009 YBP Student Writing and
Development Award. All students enrolled in a library and information
studies graduate program are eligible to submit essays on the theme “Take
the lead @ your library.” The winning article will be published in a
future issue of Library Leadership & Management....
Three inducted into SLA Hall of Fame
[http://www.sla.org/content/SLA/pressroom/pressrelease/08pr/pr2819.cfm]
Three distinguished information professionals have been inducted into the
Special Libraries Association Hall of Fame. They are Toby Pearlstein, now
retired director of information services for Boston-based Bain and
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Company; Dana Lincoln Roth (above), chemistry librarian at California
Institute of Technology; and the late Sue O’Neill Johnson, World Bank
librarian. All were honored for their work and contributions at SLA’s
Annual Conference in Seattle in June. Watch the video
[http://www.tacticaltv.com/media.cfm?c=263&m=1158&s=31&]....
Special Libraries Association, Oct. 22
Travel grant to SLA in Washington
[http://units.sla.org/division/dmah/Travel%20Grant.htm]
The Division of Museums, Arts, and Humanities of the Special Libraries
Association will reimburse travel and accommodation expenses up to $2,000
for a professional librarian from a non-G8 country to attend the SLA
Annual Conference. The awardee will also receive free registration to the
conference and to all MAHD ticketed events. The deadline is December
31....
Special Libraries Association, Oct. 28
Seen Online
===========================================================================
Head of Lincoln Presidential Library fired
[http://www.sj-r.com/news/x1197763081/Lincoln-museum-director-fired]
Richard E. Beard, executive director of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential
Library and Museum in Springfield, Illinois, was fired by Gov. Rod
Blagojevich October 28 after disclosure
[http://www.sj-r.com/homepage/x270979878/Police-Beard-arrested-three-timesfor-shoplifting] of an August 22 shoplifting charge at a Target store.
Store security guards believe he was trying to steal a DVD box set. Beard
faces another charge of shoplifting nearly $300 worth of neckties from a
Macy&rsquo;s store last November. He then got into a scuffle with
security guards when they tried to stop him from leaving with the
items....
Springfield (Ill.) State Journal-Register, Oct. 24, 28
Tango
[http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/22/AR20081022
00196.html]
Calvert County (Md.) library trustees voted unanimously October 21 to
keep a controversial book about two male penguins where it is shelved—in
the children’s section, along with other picture books. In December, Beth
Bubser of Dunkirk filed a complaint about And Tango Makes Three to the
county library staff, saying there was no warning on the book that it is
about same-sex parents. The board affirmed Library Director Patricia
Hofmann’s January decision to keep the book on the shelf....
Washington Post, Oct. 23
Gold&#8217;s exit deal investigated
[http://www.sacbee.com/101/story/1336471.html]
The Sacramento (Calif.) Public Library govering board agreed to pay
embattled library director Anne Marie Gold nearly $25,000 in return for
her resignation, and a county grand jury has signaled that it is
investigating that agreement. The grand jury has been looking into Gold’s
management for nearly a year as a result of the newspaper’s review of
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library finances that revealed overbilling for maintenance services at
library branches....
Sacramento (Calif.) Bee, Oct. 23
MSN&#8217;s 10 coolest public libraries
[http://cityguides.msn.com/citylife/cityarticle.aspx?cp-documentid=10444020
]
MSN City Guides has selected 10 of the most interesting “secular temples
to the worship of words,” from old school Beaux-Arts beauties to the airy
halls of contemporary architecture. The South Euclid–Lyndhurst branch
(right) of the Cuyahoga County (Ohio) Public Library is one. Also on the
list is Chicago’s Harold Washington Library Center and the Thomas Crane
Memorial Library in Quincy, Massachusetts....
MSN City Guides
A Catch-22 for libraries
[http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/2008/10/28/2008102
8libraryboom1028.html]
Public libraries in Phoenix, Arizona, are packed with patrons searching
for free ways to feed their literary appetites, rent movies, and use
computers to update their résumés and apply for jobs online. But the boom
in visitors and circulation (and their transition into lively community
spots
[http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/2008/10/25/20081025library1025.html
]) couldn’t come at a worse time for libraries, which are facing their
own budget woes due to the faltering economy. Phoenix, like other
municipal governments, is facing a budget shortfall as sales-tax
collections plummet and property-tax projections soften. Nonetheless, the
Phoenix Public Library raised more than $342,000 for programs that
support children’s literacy at its Dinner in the Stacks 2008
[http://www.phoenixpubliclibrary.org/pressreleases.jsp?lwbid=8821] event
October 18....
Phoenix Arizona Republic, Oct. 25, 28; Phoenix Public Library, Oct. 28
Idaho medical librarian helps son battle rare cancer
[http://www.kidk.com/news/local/33413104.html]
A Rexburg, Idaho, woman who spends her days helping doctors, nurses, and
patients is also using her skills to help one of the most important
people in her life, her son. Teresa Murdock has been working as Madison
Memorial Hospital’s medical librarian for the past 15 years. Just three
months ago, Murdock’s 19-year-old son Chance was diagnosed with an
extremely rare type of terminal cancer....
KIDK-TV, Idaho Falls, Oct. 27
Alan Bennett donates archive to the Bodleian
[http://www.guardian.co.uk/stage/2008/oct/24/alanbennett-oxforduniversity]
English playwright Alan Bennett (The Madness of George III, The History
Boys) has bequeathed his literary archive to the Bodleian library in
Oxford. Bennett was originally prompted to hand over his archive by a
former Bodleian chief librarian, David Vaizey, a friend since they met as
undergraduates. He said that he saw the gift as a debt repaid. The
Bennett archive, which includes original manuscripts and drafts for all
his stage and television plays, is expected to be open to researchers by
2010....
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The Guardian (U.K.), Oct. 24
Kentucky law school to close over library debt
[http://www.law.com/jsp/article.jsp?id=1202425493360]
A problem-plagued Kentucky law school has announced that it will close at
the end of the year. The Barkley School of Law in Paducah—formerly known
as the American Justice School of Law—is withdrawing its application with
the state for a license to operate in 2009. The biggest of its problems,
according to Dean Larry Putt, is the debt associated with the library it
inherited. The American Justice School of Law claimed about $6 million in
debt when it filed for bankruptcy, and Putt estimates that at least $2
million of that involved purchases made for the library....
National Law Journal, Oct. 23
[http://www.flickr.com/photos/64541911@N00/385332419/]Montreal&#8217;s
Fraser-Hickson Library to reopen
[http://www.themonitor.ca/article-262568-FraserHickson-to-reopen-next-yearat-Trinity-Memorial-Church.html]
After more than a year without a home for the Fraser-Hickson Library, a
$6-million plan has been announced that would see it reopen in 2009 on
the lower level of Trinity Memorial Church in Montreal. Forced to close
in March 2007, following years of struggle brought on by a dwindling
endowment, many felt that the Fraser-Hickson had been left to drift on
its own by the city of Montreal, which had kept the privately-funded
library on life-support for several years with short-term grants....
Montréal (Québec) Monitor, Oct. 21
Accused Folio thief launches legal challenge
[http://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/3793329.Arrested_book_dealer_launche
s_legal_challenge/]
A man arrested over the theft of a Shakespeare First Folio is mounting a
legal challenge to have it returned to him. Ray Scott, from Washington in
North East England, launched the action against Durham University October
25. Durham police are treating the Folio, alleged to be the one stolen
from the university 10 years ago, as evidence and are holding it in a
secure vault after it was returned to the U.K. under guard in
mid-October. Scott had brought it to the Folger Shakespeare Library in
Washington, D.C., in June to have it authenticated but he was arrested
shortly afterwards....
Darlington (U.K.) Northern Echo, Oct. 27
Tech Talk
===========================================================================
How to master screencasts in 7 steps
[http://mashable.com/2008/10/22/how-to-master-screencasts/]
Torley writes: “Making screencasts (also known as video tutorials) is
already easy, and becomes easier with better tools
[http://mashable.com/2008/02/21/screencasting-video-tutorials/] and
broadband proliferation. However, no tech is complete without a human who
dives in, does experiments, and discerns best practices from the results.
I&rsquo;ve made over 200 video tutorials, mostly for the virtual world of
Second Life [http://secondlife.com/showcase/tutorials/]. If a
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picture&rsquo;s worth 1,000 words, then a video is a lot more. Through
such experience, these are tips and tricks I&rsquo;m sure you&rsquo;ll
find practical and applicable to your further forays into the video
fields.”...
Mashable, Oct. 22; Second Life Showcase
[http://www.oovoo.com/]The 15 dumbest names for Web 2.0 startups
[http://thenextweb.org/2008/10/13/the-15-dumbest-names-for-web-20-startups/
]
Robin Wauters writes: “I realize naming is a difficult thing, and finding
the domain name to match the description you have in mind is virtually
impossible these days. I also realize names don&rsquo;t necessarily have
to be descriptive enough to sum up what you do in one or two words, as
long as it&rsquo;s memorable and distinctive enough. Here&rsquo;s a list
of 15 startups I personally think have some of the dumbest names in the
Web 2.0 industry (I&rsquo;m not judging their actual service), in no
particular order.”...
The Next Web, Oct. 13
A decade of the DMCA
[http://arstechnica.com/news.ars/post/20081028-adecade-of-the-dmca-keep-the
-safe-harbor-ditch-the-rest.html]
John Timmer writes: “Ten years ago this week, President Clinton (remember
him?) signed the Digital Millennium Copyright Act into law. Ostensibly
passed to bring U.S. copyright law in line with World Intellectual
Property Organization treaties, the law has had a variety of effects,
some good, others obviously not. Its two main features are its safe
harbor and anticircumvention provisions. We’ll take a look at each.”...
Ars Technica, Oct. 28
Microsoft Office to go online
[http://www.readwriteweb.com/archives/microsoft_office_comes_to_browser.php
]
Richard MacManus writes: “Microsoft announced October 28 at its
Professional Developers Conference that the next release of Microsoft
Office will include browser-based versions of some of its main office
software products—Word, Excel, PowerPoint, and OneNote. These will be
lightweight versions, but Microsoft said they will still have rich
functionality and be comparable to Google’s suite of online office
applications.” See how it might look....
ReadWriteWeb, Oct. 28
How to create a mobile website for your blog
[http://oedb.org/blogs/ilibrarian/2008/how-to-create-a-mobile-website-for-y
our-blog/]
Ellyssa Kroski writes: “If you&rsquo;re wondering about creating a mobile
website for your blog or website, there are actually some very
easy-to-use tools out there which will have you mobile within a few
clicks. Winksite [http://winksite.com/site/index.cfm] and MoFuse
[http://www.mofuse.com/] will create a mobile version of your website or
blog from an RSS feed. If you&rsquo;re looking for additional
functionality and customization options, you may want to check out
Zinadoo [http://www.zinadoo.com/].”...
iLibrarian, Oct. 23
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Publishing
===========================================================================
Windowshop at Amazon.com
[http://www.nytimes.com/external/readwriteweb/2008/10/27/27readwriteweb-go_
virtual_window_shopping_at_amazon.html]
Windowshop.com [http://windowshop.com] is a new site introduced last week
that allows you to virtually browse through the best-selling Amazon.com
products in various categories, including books, audiobooks, CDs, DVDs
(right), and videogames. You can either use your mouse or the arrow keys
(the keyboard works better) to scroll through the content and zoom in and
out on product previews in a style reminiscent of how the Cooliris
[http://www.cooliris.com] browser plugin works. After you zoom in on an
item, a preview plays....
New York Times, Oct. 27
ends print edition
[http://www.nytimes.com/2008/10/29/business/media/29paper.html]
After a century of continuous publication, the Christian Science Monitor
will abandon its weekday print edition in favor of an online presence,
its publisher announced October 28. The cost-cutting measure makes it the
first national newspaper to largely give up on print. The Monitor will
move to online only [http://www.csmonitor.com/2008/1029/p25s01-usgn.html]
in April. Subscribers will receive an emailed PDF edition on weekdays and
a print magazine on the weekend....
New York Times, Oct. 28; Christian Science Monitor, Oct. 28
Cheerios offers books by the bowlful
[http://promomagazine.com/incentives/news/1014-cheerios-offers-books/]
For the seventh year running, General Mills&rsquo; Cheerios brand will
make reading a part of kids&rsquo; daily nutritional requirements with
its &ldquo;Spoonfuls of Stories&rdquo; promotion, putting 5 million
copies of five new children&rsquo;s book titles from Simon & Schuster
inside cereal boxes. The reading campaign kicked off October 13 and
continues the rest of the month. The books include Duck for President,
When Dinosaurs Came with Everything, and Monkey and Me....
Promo Magazine, Oct. 14
Reed Elsevier to sweeten its magazine sell-off
[http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/newsbysector/epic/rel/3268994/Reed-Else
vier-ready-to-sweeten-vendor-financing-package-for-1bn-magazine-sale.html]
Anglo-Dutch media giant Reed Elsevier is willing to sweeten its
£1-billion ($1.57 billion U.S.) auction of Reed Business
Information—which includes trade publications like Publishers Weekly and
Library Journal&mdash;by increasing its vendor financing package. The RBI
sale is being watched closely as a bellwether for companies’ ability to
dispose of assets in the difficult market environment. Sources say Reed
Elsevier would like to close the deal before the departure of its chief
executive Sir Crispin Davis in March. Three parties
[http://www.paidcontent.org/entry/419-three-bidders-left-for-reed-businessformer-publisher-of-wsj-involved-i/] are still interested....
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/october/102908.txt[7/17/2014 1:39:25 PM]

The Telegraph (U.K.), Oct. 28; PaidContent, Oct. 27
A web of footnotes
[http://io9.com/5068864/a-web-of-footnotes-++-how-we-will-read-books-in-the
-future]
Annalee Newitz writes: “The technological development that’s going to
change the way we read isn’t e-books&mdash;it’s footnotes. For the past
few months, if you really wanted to understand DC Comics’ big crossover
series Final Crisis, you basically had to read each issue alongside
Eisner-winning critic Douglas Wolk’s blog Final Annotations.
[http://finalcrisisannotations.blogspot.com/] Each time a new issue in
the series comes out, Wolk goes through page by page, carefully
documenting what you need to know. A culture of rampant annotators isn’t
exactly what you’d expect from the Web, yet it seems that our newest
media have reinvigorated what often seems a lost art.”...
io9, Oct. 25
===========================================================================
[http://americanlibrariesbuyersguide.com]
===========================================================================
Actions & Answers
===========================================================================
Library ghosts
[http://www.britannica.com/blogs/2008/10/library-ghosts-northeastern-us/]
George Eberhart writes: “Last year about this time (just in time for
Halloween), I posted on the Britannica Blog a list of libraries with
ghosts, or at least ones that patrons, staff, or local folklorists
associate with paranormal happenings. Now the haunted libraries are back,
by popular demand, each entry completely updated and about a dozen new
libraries added. I have also included links to the websites of most of
the libraries mentioned, as well as links to other relevant
information.”...
Britannica Blog, Oct. 27–31
School librarians connect kids with galleys
[http://www.publishersweekly.com/article/CA6607884.html]
Sally Lodge writes: “It&rsquo;s a win-win situation: Publishers get
middle-grade and young adult galleys into the hands of middle-school
librarians, who share them with students in hopes of fueling their
interest in reading. The kids&rsquo; enthusiasm for a title then creates
in-school, pre-pub buzz about the book that can, in some cases, have a
positive effect on sales. It&rsquo;s a chain reaction that is beneficial
to all concerned&mdash;and one that appears to be happening with
increasing frequency.”...
Publishers Weekly, Oct. 23
[http://www.unshelved.com/archive.aspx?strip=20081025]How I learned to
stop worrying and love librarians
[http://webcomics.com/2008/10/24/how-i-learned-to-stop-worrying-and-love-th
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e-librarians/]
Unshelved cowriter/artist Bill Barnes writes: “Shortly after our strip
went live in February 2002 we were discovered by the library community,
and overnight (literally) our readership went from 40 to 3,000. Now our
readership is up to about 45,000. In those early months library workers
probably made up 99% of our readers. By now they&rsquo;re ‘down’ to maybe
80%. When I want to find new readers for Unshelved I rent a booth at a
library conference and hand a sample strip to the first person who walks
by.”...
Webcomics, Oct. 24
Boston Public Library: The ultimate search engine
[http://www.adweek.com/aw/content_display/news/agency/e3ic75447be81df667c0d
dbcd7d772cc441]
Watertown-based ad agency Allen and Gerritsen is positioning the Boston
Public Library system as the ultimate search engine and portraying its
librarians as “heroes of information” in a new campaign. The “What do you
want to know?” campaign plays up the resources of BPL’s 27 branches and
focuses on the human element often absent from internet-based searches.
In fact, librarians’ ability to locate and share knowledge is at the crux
of the campaign....
Adweek, Oct. 28
Massachusetts library license plates [http://www.cmrls.org/plates.htm]
Library enthusiasts in Massachusetts can now show their support for
libraries on their plates. The Central Massachusetts Regional Library
System in Shrewsbury is now accepting advance applications (PDF file
[http://www.cmrls.org/pdf_documents/library_plate_application.pdf]) for a
new specialty license plate. Proceeds will benefit public, academic,
special, and school libraries across the state that belong to a Regional
Library System. CMRLS must collect at least 3,000 applications each with
a $40 check made payable to the Registry of Motor Vehicles before the
state will begin production....
Central Massachusetts Regional Library System
Dealing with loss as a library community
[http://www.yalibrarian.com/wordpress/2008/10/dealing-with-loss-as-a-librar
y-community/]
Sarah Granville writes: “Two weeks ago, one of the teens that uses my
library committed suicide. What are we, as librarians, qualified to do at
a time like this? No matter how hard we try not to get attached, it is
difficult when working with youth, especially in a smaller community.
Here are some things you can do in the wake of tragedy.”...
Alternative Teen Services, Oct. 27
Foster + Partners selected as NYPL architects
[http://www.nypl.org/press/releases/?article_id=194]
International architecture firm Foster + Partners has been selected to
create a design to transform the New York Public Library’s building at
Fifth Avenue and 42nd Street into the world&rsquo;s largest comprehensive
library open to the public. The new central library will serve users of
all ages and will feature expansive new reading rooms with open-shelf
circulating collections....
New York Public Library, Oct. 23
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2009 Renaissance Library Calendar
[http://www.renaissancelibrary.com/calendars.htm]
The Renaissance Library calendars have been produced since 2001 by
Information Strategy and Information Management, a consulting and
publishing firm based in Sollentuna, a suburb of Stockholm, Sweden. Each
month features a photo of a historic library, selected from nominations
submitted by librarians and information professionals in nearly 40
countries. The cover of the 2009 calendar shows the Bibliotheca
Alexandrina in Egypt....
Renaissance Library Collection
The library student bill of rights
[http://tametheweb.com/2008/10/24/the-library-student-bill-of-rights-a-ttwguest-post-by-char-booth/]
Char Booth writes: “The skills that are becoming essential to the
increasingly demanding, complex, and collaborative world of librarianship
should be better addressed by the education we receive. Systemic reform
of the LIS curriculum is critical if libraries are to survive, beginning
with aggressive adoption and progressive interpretation of the newly
revised 2008 ALA accreditation standards
[http://www.ala.org/ala/educationcareers/education/accreditedprograms/stand
ards/index.cfm]. In order to create a more vibrant and resilient
profession, the students of library and information studies programs
should be entitled to the following rights.”...
Tame the Web, Oct. 24
Chocolate Friendzy at Allen Public Library
[http://www.folusa.org/sharing/friends-week/2008-celebrations.php]
The Friends of the Allen (Tex.) Public Library held a Chocolate Friendzy
celebration October 20 during National Friends of Libraries Week to thank
their members for supporting the Friends. It was the group’s 25th
anniversary, so they held a special demonstration by the Guinness Book of
Records holder for strawberry-dipping in chocolate, Collin Gouldin
(right). He broke his own record, dipping 54 strawberries in one
minute....
Friends of Libraries U.S.A.
Presidential libraries
[http://web.simmons.edu/~lislive/infolink/docs/08-09/08-10_il.pdf] (PDF
file)
Katharine Dunn writes: “On April 18, 2006, the John F. Kennedy
Presidential Library and Museum in Dorchester, Massachusetts, received a
package in the mail, a donation from a former member of JFK&rsquo;s
administrative staff who had died the year before. This donation
immediately stood out. It was a framed, handwritten poem by the eminent
Robert Frost, who had read the poem, Dedication, at JFK&rsquo;s
inauguration in January 1961. The writing, in pencil, reads, ‘To
Jack&mdash; First thing to be framed for your office. First thing to be
hung there. Jackie.’&rdquo;...
Simmons College GSLIS InfoLink 12, no. 6 (Oct.): 1, 3, 6
The coming college bubble?
[http://www.forbes.com/home/2008/10/22/college-debt-loans-biz-beltway-cx_md
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/october/102908.txt[7/17/2014 1:39:25 PM]

_1023schools.html]
Maurna R. Desmond writes: “Home builders and banks aren’t the only ones
facing economic headwinds these days. America’s undercapitalized
independent colleges are staring at a spiral of major threats to solvency
as penny-pinching students and parents consider cheaper options, and
funding sources dry up. As a result, they could be the next bubble
industry to pop. For many schools, tuition is the lifeblood of their
finances. There isn’t much to fall back on.”...
Forbes, Oct. 23
Why academics should blog
[http://hughmcguire.net/2008/10/26/why-academics-should-blog/]
Hugh McGuire writes: “I&rsquo;m taking a Media Theory course at Concordia
in their media studies master’s program, which involves a fair bit of
reading. I&rsquo;ve come to the conclusion that all academics should
blog. Here&rsquo;s why.” Reason no. 2: “Some of your ideas are dumb. The
sooner you get called out on bad ideas, the better. When you have a good
idea, you&rsquo;ll hear about it; when you have an incomplete idea, and
some others chip in with suggestions, you&rsquo;ll get a better-formed
idea.”...
hughmcguire.net, Oct. 26
[http://www.circus-gallery.com/artists/herzog.web/]Librariana on exhibit
[http://www.circus-gallery.com/shows/herzog/about.php]
Artist and reference librarian Katie Herzog is exhibiting her
library-related artwork through November 22 at the Circus Gallery in Los
Angeles. Titled “Librariana,” the exhibit is described as “a conceptual
investigation of language, painting, and information science.” One piece,
Phone Books, [http://www.circus-gallery.com/shows/herzog/3/] is an
eight-foot-long depiction of 66 telephone books on a library shelf, made
entirely of colored yarn hand-woven into metal lath. The weft thins at
the base and the extra yarn is left hanging to the floor, creating a
visual metaphor of information and its unraveling....
Circus Gallery
[http://www.flickr.com/photos/curtisrogers/2954814208/in/set-72157608125981
883/]Fly high with a book
[http://curtisrogers.blogspot.com/2008/10/fly-high-with-book.html]
Curtis Rogers writes: “Yesterday when I got to the Dubuque (Iowa)
Regional Airport I was happy to see the public library’s ‘Fly High with a
Book’ program. The Friends of the Carnegie-Stout Public Library donates
old books to the airport ‘fly high’ shelf for visitors to take with them
and read. What a great project!”...
Libraries & Life, Oct. 19
An alternative view on IFLA, human rights, and social responsibility
[http://www.ifla.org/V/iflaj/IFLA-Journal-3-2008.pdf] (PDF file)
The publication of Alex Byrne’s new book on the development of
IFLA&rsquo;s human-rights involvement provided an opportunity for Al
Kagan to discuss that history, especially Free Access to Information and
Freedom of Expression’s core activity. Kagan evaluates several case
studies (South Africa, Turkey, Israel/Palestine, and Cuba) and suggests
ways to create a more democratic and effective FAIFE....
IFLA Journal 34, no. 3 (2008): 230–237
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Wikipedia and the meaning of truth
[http://www.technologyreview.com/web/21558/?a=f]
Simson L. Garfinkel writes: “Many people, especially academic experts,
have argued that Wikipedia’s articles can’t be trusted because they are
written and edited by volunteers who have never been vetted.
Nevertheless, studies have found that the articles are remarkably
accurate. The reason is that Wikipedia’s community of more than 7 million
registered users has organically evolved a set of policies and procedures
for removing untruths. But how do the Wikipedians decide what’s true and
what’s not? On what is their epistemology based?”...
Technology Review, Nov./Dec.
French National Library to add records to WorldCat
[http://www.oclc.org/us/en/news/releases/200840.htm]
OCLC and the Bibliothèque Nationale de France have signed a letter of
intent to work cooperatively to add records from the French national
library to WorldCat. The letter was signed during the IFLA World Library
and Information Congress in Québec in August. OCLC anticipates processing
an estimated 13.2-million bibliographic records from the French
library....
OCLC, Oct. 22
Getting ready for National Gaming Day [http://gamelab.syr.edu/ngd2008/]
Scott Nicholson, professor of information studies at the Syracuse
University Library Game Lab, has prepared a tutorial video (18:24) for
librarians interested in National Gaming Day, November 15. Hasbro is
sending a copy of Pictureka to all public libraries in the United States,
and he demonstrates how to play it in this video. He also talks about
other board games to consider and video game tournaments for the
occasion....
Syracuse University Library Game Lab, Oct. 25
[http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pbJmZKJJv4Y]New warriors of literacy
[http://blogs.pioneerlocal.com/thenewspeg/2008/10/the_new_warriors_of_liter
acy.html]
The Oak Park (Ill.) Public Library’s Warrior Librarians performed in the
Illinois Library Association’s second annual Library Book Cart Drill Team
Competition, September 24, at Navy Pier in Chicago. The performance,
synchronized to Richard Wagner’s “Ride of the Valkyries,” tied for first
place in the state. The team has nine members from each of the library’s
three branches, including Executive Director Dee Brennan. Watch the video
[http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pbJmZKJJv4Y] (4:06) ....
Oak Park (Ill.) Oak Leaves, Oct. 28; YouTube, Oct. 5
===========================================================================
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[http://www.wizards.com/default.asp?x=dci/wpn/libraries]
===========================================================================
[http://www.ala.org/ala/conferencesevents/upcoming/midwinter/home.cfm]
ALA Midwinter Meeting,
[http://www.ala.org/ala/conferencesevents/upcoming/midwinter/2009/faq.cfm]
Denver, January 23–28. Seeking some extra funds to attend the Midwinter
Meeting or Annual Conference? Check out these funding tips.
[http://www.ala.org/ala/conferencesevents/upcoming/midwinter/2009/Tips.cfm]
[http://www.techsource.ala.org/ltr/librarianship-in-virtual-worlds.html]
Virtual worlds are here to stay, says Tom Peters in the October issue of
Library Technology Reports. In Librarianship in Virtual Worlds,
[http://www.techsource.ala.org/ltr/librarianship-in-virtual-worlds.html]
Peters explores how librarianship can survive and thrive in these
multi-user virtual environments (MUVEs). In this issue, VW novices and
experts alike will learn about key issues and opportunities available for
libraries, library-related organizations, and library users. NEW! From
ALA Publishing.

In this issue
October 2008
[http://site.ebrary.com/lib/ala]
Libraries Connect Communities
Dysfunctional Staff
Rethinking the E-Rate
Table Talk on National Gaming Day.
[http://www.virtual.ala.org/virtualpresence/?p=135] This week&rsquo;s
Salon Huron is on ALA Island on Thursday, October 30, at 3:30 p.m. Second
Life Time/Pacific Time. It will be led by Sonja Morgwain. The discussion
topic is National Gaming Day and will last approximately one hour.
Career Leads from
[http://joblist.ala.org/]
Teen/Youth Librarian,
[http://joblist.ala.org/modules/jobseeker/controller.cfm?scr=jobdetail&jobi
d=12087] Pueblo City-County (Colo.) Library District. Up for the
challenge of leading our youth/teens into the future? We are looking for
a dynamic, energetic, tech-savvy professional to conceptualize, develop,
and guide creative teen programming at four distinct library locations as
well as outreach activities at satellite libraries, classrooms, and
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various community organizations....
@ More jobs [http://joblist.ala.org/]...

Digital Library of the Week
[http://resolver.sub.uni-goettingen.de/purl?PPN344930173]
The Center for Retrospective Digitization
[http://gdz.sub.uni-goettingen.de/en/gdz/] at the Göttingen State and
University Library in Lower Saxony, Germany, offers some 5 million
digital pages from historic books, maps, and periodicals. It was founded
in 1997 as a department of the library sponsored by the German Research
Foundation and since then has served as a national digital repository.
Collections include autobiographies, works in the humanities and
sciences, maps, mathematical literature, North American literature
(primarily German-language), Sibirica, travel literature, and zoologica.
Two separate viewing platforms are offered, along with separate metadata
pages, and a PDF downloader. One special feature is a digital version of
Göttingen’s copy of a Gutenberg Bible.
[http://www.gutenbergdigital.de/gudi/start.htm]
Do you know of a digital library collection that we can mention in this
AL Direct feature? Tell us about it. [mailto:aldirect@ala.org]

Public Perception
How the World
Sees Us
“Libraries make us literate. And illiteracy in London, as a recent Free
Press report showed, is far more prevalent than too many of us think.
Libraries can play a key role in reducing that. Less illiteracy and more
information for everyone makes a community prosperous, progressive,
innovative, successful, resourceful, flexible, understanding, caring,
cooperative.”
?Editorial by Paul Berton, “The Local Library Is a Community Gem,” in the
London (Ont.) Free Press, Oct. 24.

[http://www.acrl.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/events/seattle/seattle.cfm]
Registration
[http://www.acrl.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/events/seattle/registration/acrlre
g09.cfm] and housing materials are now available for the ACRL 14th
National Conference
[http://www.acrl.org/ala/mgrps/divs/acrl/events/seattle/seattle.cfm] in
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Seattle, March 12–15. Register by the January 16 early-bird deadline and
save more than 20% on your conference registration. Naomi Klein, Sherman
Alexie, and Ira Glass will be the keynote speakers.

Ask the ALA Librarian
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog2&_pn=product_deta
il&_op=2652]
Q. I am a school librarian, and I often have difficulty finding books
that are of interest to the male students. Can you help?
A. The subject of boys and reading has been a major one in the last few
years. Boys will read if the books are on subjects that interest them.
“Why Aren&#8217;t Little Boys Reading?
[http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_qa3858/is_/ai_n17190427?tag=artBody;
col1#]” in Library Administrator's Digest (December 2006), p. 74, reports
research at the Toledo–Lucas County Public Library, and offers the
following suggestions: provide staff training; develop programs that are
attractive to boys; present programming for parents to explore why boys
lose interest in reading; construct displays of interest to boys; and
develop a tip kit. Our page on Boys
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Boys] offers resources
for getting boys interested in reading and has a selection of recent
articles to help you develop the programs and tip kits for your library.
YALSA offers a list of Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers.
[http://www.ala.org/yalsa/booklists/quickpicks] This list is often
nicknamed “books for boys.” The final list will be announced at ALA’s
Midwinter Meeting, but the current nominations and past lists are
available online. Also, YALSA debuted a new list at the 2007 Midwinter
Meeting, Great Graphic Novels for Teens.
[http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/booklistsawards/greatgraphicnovelsforteens/gn
.htm] Nominations
[http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/booklistsawards/greatgraphicnovelsforteens/no
minations.htm] are currently available online. Finally, ALSC provides a
page called “Boys Will Be...,
[http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alsc/alscresources/forlibrarians/service
boys/serviceboys.cfm]” which provides information on the unique reading
and development needs of boys in libraries. From the ALA Professional
Tips wiki
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Boys_and_Reading].
@ The ALA Librarian [mailto:AskTheLibrarian@ala.org] welcomes your
questions.
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/]
Calendar
Nov. 14–17:
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Association for Women&#8217;s Rights in Development,
[http://www.awid.org/forum08/index.html] International Forum, Cape Town
International Convention Center, South Africa.
Jan. 21–24:
Association of American Colleges and Universities,
[http://www.aacu.org/meetings/annualmeeting/index.cfm] Annual Meeting,
Seattle.
Jan. 28–31:
Ontario Library Association,
[http://www.accessola.com/ola/bins/content_page.asp?cid=5] Super
Conference, Metro Toronto Convention Centre.
Feb. 1–4:
Sixth International Indigenous Librarians&#8217; Forum,
[http://www.trw.org.nz/iilf2009.php] Te Wananga-o-Raukawa, Otaki, New
Zealand. “Determining Our Future.”
Feb. 7–10:
American Council on Education,
[http://www.aceannualmeeting.org/program_collective_foresight.cfm] 91st
Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C. “Collective Foresight.”
Feb. 13–15:
California International Antiquarian Book Fair,
[http://www.sfbookfair.com/] Concourse Exhibition Center, San Francisco.
Feb. 17–21:
Music Library Association, [http://www.mla2009.org/Conference.html] 78th
Annual Conference, Marriott Chicago Downtown Magnificent Mile.
Feb. 22–24:
National Federation of Advanced Information Services,
[http://www.nfais.org/events/event_details.cfm?id=51] Annual Conference,
Ritz Carlton Hotel, Philadelphia. “Barbarians at the Gate? The Global
Impact of Digital Natives and Emerging Technologies on the Future of
Information Services.”
Mar. 4–7:
Society of Early Americanists,
[http://www.societyofearlyamericanists.org/conference/2009/index.shtml]
6th Biennial Conference, Hamilton, Bermuda.
Mar. 11–12:
ARL/ACRL Institute on Scholarly Communication workshop,
[http://www.arl.org/sc/institute/inst-events/0309workshop.shtml] Sheraton
Seattle Hotel. &ldquo;Scholarly Communication Outreach: Crafting Messages
that Grab Faculty Attention.”
Mar. 12–14:
National Council for History Education,
[http://www.nche.net/conference/index.html] National Conference, Boston
Park Plaza Hotel and Towers. “Revolutions in History.”
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Mar. 18–21:
Society for Textual Scholarship, [http://www.textual.org/] International
Conference, New York University.
Mar. 19–22:
National Science Teachers Association,
[http://www.nsta.org/conferences/2009new/?lid=hp] Ernest N. Morial
Convention Center, New Orleans.
Mar. 26–29:
Association of Independent Information Professionals,
[http://www.aiip.org/conference] 23rd Annual Conference, Albuquerque, New
Mexico.
Apr. 1–3:
DigCCurr 2009: Digital Curation Practice, Promise, and Prospects,
[http://www.ils.unc.edu/digccurr2009/] University of North Carolina,
School of Information and Library Science, Chapel Hill.
Apr. 2–5:
National Council on Public History,
[http://ncph.org/Conferences/2009/tabid/304/Default.aspx] Annual Meeting,
Biltmore Hotel, Providence, Rhode Island. “Toward Broader Horizons.”
Apr. 3–5:
New York Antiquarian Book Fair, [http://sanfordsmith.com/bookfair.html]
Park Avenue Armory, New York City.
Apr. 4&ndash;7:
American Association of Community Colleges,
[http://dev.aacc.nche.edu/newsevents/Events/convention/Pages/default.aspx]
89th Annual Convention, Phoenix. “Diversity: Our Vision, Our Value.”
Apr. 8–11:
Popular Culture Association / American Culture Association,
[http://www.pcaaca.org/conference/national.php] National Conference, New
Orleans Marriott Hotel.
Apr. 13–17:
American Educational Research Association,
[http://www.aera.net/Default.aspx?id=5348] Annual Meeting, San Diego,
California. &ldquo;Disciplined Inquiry: Education Research in the Circle
of Knowledge.&rdquo;
Apr. 14–17:
Catholic Library Association, [http://www.cathla.org/events.php]
Convention, Anaheim, California. “Leadership, Direction, Service.”
Apr. 16–21:
Art Libraries Society of North America,
[http://www.indiana.edu/~indycon/] 37th Annual Conference, Downtown
Marriott, Indianapolis.
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Apr. 23–25:
American Society for Indexing,
[http://www.asindexing.org/site/conferences/conf2009/index.shtml] Annual
Conference, DoubleTree–Lloyd Center Hotel, Portland, Oregon. “Scaling the
Heights.”
Apr. 30–
May 4:
American Association of Museums [http://www.aam-us.org/am09/], 103rd
Annual Meeting, Philadelphia.
May 5–8:
Substance Abuse Librarians and Information Specialists,
[http://salis.org/] Annual Conference, Halifax, Nova Scotia. “Setting
Sail: Best Practices for the Next Decade.”
May 12–16:
Council on Botanical and Horticultural Libraries,
[http://www.cbhl.net/meetings/meetings.htm] Annual Meeting, Missouri
Botanical Gardens, St. Louis. “Growing Green: The Role of Gardens As
Models of Conservation and Sustainability.”
May 13–15:
La Asociaci&oacute;n Mexicana de Bibliotecarios,
[http://www.ambac.org.mx/40jornadas/expositores.htm] XL Jornadas
Mexicanas de Biblioteconomía, Acapulco, Mexico. “Usuarios: Demanda y
Oferta Informativa de las Bibliotecas.”
May 14–17:
Association of Canadian Archivists, [http://archivists.ca/conference/]
Annual Conference, Calgary, Alberta. “Rights, Responsibilities, Trust:
Archives and Public Affairs.”
May 15–20:
Medical Library Association, [http://www.mlanet.org/am/am2009/] Annual
Meeting, Hilton Hawaiian Village Beach Resort, Honolulu. “Infusions.”
May 19–22:
American Institute for Conservation of Historic and Artistic Works,
[http://aic.stanford.edu/meetings/index.html] 37th Annual Meeting, Los
Angeles. “Conservation 2.0: New Directions.”
May 22:
Theatre Library Association,
[http://tla.library.unt.edu/Symposium%203/tla_11.htm] Symposium III, New
York Public Library for the Performing Arts. “Detonating the Classics?
Radical Adaptations and Textual Reinterpretation.”
@ More [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/calendar/calendar.cfm]...
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