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U.S. & World News
FBI seizes library computers;
anthrax-case link suspected

The FBI removed two public-access
computers from the Frederick County
Public Libraries’ C. Burr Artz Library in
downtown Frederick, Maryland, July 30,
anticipating their return within a week.
The seizure is thought to be connected
to the case of Army scientist Bruce E.
Ivins (right), the late suspect in the 2001 anthrax letter attacks. Two
FBI agents took the computers without presenting a court order,
although the library’s normal procedure for such requests requires
one....
American Libraries Online, Aug. 6; CBS-TV, Aug. 6

D.C. mayor finds funding to
save libraries

District of Columbia Mayor Adrian Fenty
and Ginnie Cooper, chief librarian for
D.C. Public Library, announced at an
August 4 press conference that funding
has been found to reverse $2 million in
projected budget cuts that would have
drastically cut library hours. “Residents can rest assured that they
can continue to access all of D.C. Public Library’s resources seven
days a week next year,” Fenty said, explaining that city officials
never intended to trigger cuts to library service....
American Libraries Online, Aug. 6; WRC-TV, Aug. 4

Oxford University halts VTLS implementation

The University of Oxford and VTLS have ended their agreement to
implement the Virtua library management system. The August 1
press release from Oxford announcing the decision noted several toplevel personnel changes since the university contracted with VTLS in
2005, including the retirement of Oxford University Library Services
Director Reg Carr, the departure of OULS Acting Director Ronald
Milne, and the appointment of Sarah Thomas as Bodley’s librarian
and director of OULS....
American Libraries Online, Aug. 6
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The August issue of
Booklist features the
Fall Reference Preview.
Sign up here to
receive REaD Alert, a
free e-newsletter
featuring quick links to
a hand-picked
selection of book
reviews, features, and
special web-only
content from Booklist
Online. The August 6
issue offers an
interview with Laura
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Tillotson, the Booklist
books for youth
editorial director (and
Book Links editor).
NEW! From Booklist.

ALA News
Revamped website will debut in
September

In this issue
August 2008

As it moves toward unveiling its redesigned
website, ALA will spend August making the
transition to a new information architecture. While that happens, ALA
will leave the current website unchanged, with the exception of new
American Libraries news stories, official press releases, and
Washington Office notices. After Labor Day weekend, ALA will flip the
switch on the new site, which will sport a new look and easier
navigation (see the preview)....

New: The ALA Connections Salon

In an effort to provide opportunities for ALA members to connect
with and learn from one another, ALA President Jim Rettig is creating
an ALA Connections Salon. Like European discussion salons, it will
provide an online environment for members to participate in formal
and informal discussions on specific topics. The salons will take place
on OPAL, a user-friendly site offering online rooms where participants
can interact via voice-over-IP, text chatting, and synchronized
browsing. A pilot salon will take place 2–3 p.m. Eastern Standard
Time on Friday, August 15. To join the discussion, log in to OPAL....

Picturing America, round two

The National Endowment for the Humanities, in
cooperation with ALA, is now accepting applications
for the second round of Picturing America program
grants. Online applications will be accepted through
October 31. Picturing America is a free educational
resource that helps teach American history and
culture by bringing some of our nation’s greatest
works of art directly to classrooms and libraries....

Wikipedia and
Literacy Skills
Reframing Gaming
Gratitude As a
Catalyst
Speaking
Technically
Details from
Disneyland

Incentives to Step Up to the Plate

This summer, libraries across the country are
engaging library users of all ages with the Step Up
to the Plate @ your library program, developed by
ALA and the National Baseball Hall of Fame.
Libraries that bring in the most number of entries
are eligible to win special prizes. The first-prize
winner will receive a $100 bookstore gift certificate;
a copy of Baseball’s Greatest Hit: The Story of
“Take Me Out to the Ball Game,” by Andy Strasberg, Bob Thompson,
and Tim Wiles; and a baseball autographed by Ozzie Smith....

A hybrid ALA for 2015?

Steven Bell writes: “At the ALA Annual Conference in Anaheim, I was
invited to speak at the official ALA Forum on E-Participation about
my experience with e-participation within ACRL. I was surprised by
the number of folks who had real concerns about opening up ALA to
e-member participation. There are some hurdles to jump, but we
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ALA and the
Guadalajara
International Book
Fair are partnering for
the ninth year to
provide support for
ALA members to
attend the 21st fair,
November 29–
December 3. Italy will
be the Guest of Honor
at FIL 2008. Free
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have the technology to make it possible. I challenged ALA to become
a totally hybrid organization by 2015. That means 50% regular
members and 50% e-participation members, as well as a conference
that offers 50% of its programming to remote participants using
distance learning or webcasting platforms.”...
ACRLog, July 30

On the move with the mobile web

In the fifth issue of Library Technology Reports this
year, author and library-technology blogger Ellyssa
Kroski outlines the components of the mobile web—
the users, the devices, the operating systems, the
services, the content—and illuminates the research
that tracks how users currently engage with
information on the Web via their mobile devices.
She also delineates several library mobile initiatives
and provides a “how to” chapter for libraries interested in developing
a mobile experience for their users....

New website will promote
Banned Books Week

ALA and the American Booksellers
Foundation for Free Expression are launching a website that will help
bookstores and libraries promote Banned Books Week, to be held this
year from September 27 through October 4. A key feature will be a
list that visitors can use to find participating bookstores and libraries
in their communities. Libraries that would like to be listed can submit
details of their Banned Books Week celebrations....

ALA endorses the Free Speech Protection Act

ALA has endorsed the Free Speech Protection Act of 2008 (S. 2977)
(PDF file) and urged its passage as soon as possible in order to
protect authors, publishers, and others in the United States from libel
lawsuits filed in foreign countries. The bill was introduced following
several notable defamation lawsuits filed in Great Britain and
elsewhere against authors and publishers in the United States....

Loriene Roy offers NPR listeners her
literary must-reads

Regular featured National Public Radio guest Loriene
Roy has completed her term as president of ALA. In an
exit interview with the program, Roy shares highlights
from her time leading the Association, what the future
holds for her, and one final list of suggested literary
musts for the inquiring mind....
Tell Me More, National Public Radio, Aug. 5

Planning for next Joint Conference of Librarians of
Color

The Steering Committee for the Joint Conference of Librarians of
Color is making significant progress toward its next conference,
slated for sometime in 2012. During the 2008 ALA Midwinter Meeting
in Philadelphia, presidents of each of the five caucuses signed the
JCLC Memorandum of Understanding and contributed their promised
financial deposits for conference planning seed money....

Council actions posted

The ALA Council actions, agendas, and documents for the 2008
Annual Conference in Anaheim are now available on the ALA
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passes will be awarded
to 150 librarians who
work in the area of
Spanish-language
acquisitions or are
working to build their
Spanish-language
collection to better
serve their community
and users. The
deadline to apply is
August 17.

Career Leads
from

Director, Online
Library Environment,
University of Virginia
Library, Charlottesville.
The Online Library
Environment is a
comprehensive suite of
tools and services to
provide access to the
Library’s physical and
digital collections. The
Director responsible for
leading the
investigation and
implementation of
emerging information
technologies as well as
managing the daily
operations for the
library’s access and
delivery applications.
The Director will head a
newly formed
department of
technologists and
librarians in carrying
out this activity....

@

More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week
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website....

Featured review: Media

Life after People. Mar. 2008. 94 min. A & E,
DVD. (978-1-4229-0939-3).
Using Hollywood special effects and featuring
commentary from civil engineers, ecologists,
biologists, geochemists, astrophysicists, and
authors, this fascinating program speculates
on “what would happen if every human being
on earth disappeared.” Beginning on the first
day without humans, the program shows that
both nuclear and electric power plants would shut down, and
the planet would plunge into deep darkness. By day 10, food
would be rotting on supermarket shelves, and family dogs,
rodents, and other animals would be scavenging for food. The
program continues to update at regular intervals (6 months, 1
year, 5 years, etc., up to 10,000 years) as it tracks the
evolution of earth. Eventually “nature would reclaim the
earth,” and weather conditions, lack of maintenance, and other
factors would cause buildings and other structures to
deteriorate and collapse....

@

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

Division News
Celebrate Teen Read Week,
October 12–18

Thanks in part to events like Teen Read
Week, an annual initiative of YALSA, teen
books now enjoy unprecedented critical success and popularity. Since
1998, Teen Read Week has encouraged teens to visit their public and
school libraries, select their own reading material, and read for the
fun of it. Teen Read Week 2008 will be celebrated in more than
4,000 libraries across the United States October 12–18. This year’s
theme is “Books with Bite @ your library,” which promotes a variety
of books from vampire stories to cooking to technology (bytes)....

AASL seeks proposals for 2009
conference

AASL is accepting proposals for concurrent and
Exploratorium sessions at its 14th National
Conference in Charlotte, North Carolina. The
conference, “Rev Up Learning @ your library,” will be held November

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/august/080608.htm[7/17/2014 1:36:18 PM]

A Digital Collection
Celebrating the
Founding of the
Historically Black
College and
University is a
collection of primary
resources from HBCU
libraries and archives. It
includes over 1,000
scanned pages and
represents HBCU
libraries’ first
collaborative effort to
make a historic
collection digitially
available. Collections
are contributed from
member libraries of the
Historically Black
College and University
Library Alliance. The
collection includes
photographs, university
correspondence,
manuscripts, images of
campus buildings,
alumni letters,
memorabilia, and
programs from campus
events.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.

Public
Perception
How the World
Sees Us

“The biggest of
libraries is
wonderful, and a
source I will still
use, what with
online renewal and
a large maximum
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5–8, 2009. Proposals should try to inform conference attendees of
the new Standards for the 21st-Century Learner. Deadlines are
December 1 for the concurrent session and March 30 for the
Exploratorium session....

AASL seeks presenters for reading institute

AASL is accepting proposals from presenters for its “Reading and the
Elementary School Library Media Specialist” licensed institute.
Candidates are encouraged to apply before the August 18 deadline.
The institute is designed specifically to address critical topics in
reading for K–6 school library media specialists. Download the RFP
(PDF file)....

Register for YALSA online courses

YALSA has opened registration for three online courses this fall:
“Making the Match: The Right Book with the Right Teen at the Right
Time” (Teri Lesesne); “New Technologies and New Literacies for
Teens” (Linda Braun); and “Pain in the Brain” (Beth Gallaway)....

RUSA online CE courses

RUSA will offer four professional development opportunities online
this fall. The topics are genealogy, business reference, the reference
interview, and marketing basics. All courses will be administered
using Moodle, an online course-management tool....

limit of checked-out
material. However,
the smallest of
libraries also has its
place. Yes, it’s a
quieter place and
doesn’t make as big
a splash, but it
reminds me that
any place treasuring
thoughts and ideas
is a place to be
revered, respected,
and above all,
visited on a regular
basis.”
—Writer Sandra MillerLouden, reflecting on her
experience at the small
Salisbury (Pa.) Public
Library, in “The Biggest of
Libraries, the Smallest of
Libraries,” Pittsburgh
Tribune-Review, Aug. 3.

Awards
New RUSA award promotes African-American
literature

RUSA will honor the life and work of Zora Neale Hurston (1891–
1960), a prominent voice in African-American literature, with a new
award sponsored by Harper Perennial Publishing, a division of
HarperCollins. The Zora Neale Hurston Award will recognize the
efforts of a RUSA member who promotes African-American literature
through a program, readers’ advisory project, or similar efforts in
their library community. The deadline for nominations is December
1....

AASL offers $45,000 in awards

The AASL awards program will offer more than $45,000 in awards in
2009 to AASL members. The division’s nine awards recognize
excellence and showcase best practices in the school library media
field in categories that include research, collaboration, leadership,
and innovation....

OverDrive awards go to 13
libraries

Digital distributor OverDrive presented
Digital Pioneer Awards (“Digies”) to 13
libraries and consortia that
demonstrated excellence in the
expansion and promotion of their digital download websites. The
awards were presented at Digipalooza ’08, July 24–27, in Cleveland,
Ohio....
OverDrive, Aug. 4

William Joyce wins Louisiana Writer
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ALA TechSource, in
collaboration with ACRL,
ALCTS, ALSC, and LITA,
invites you to join us for
the Gaming, Learning,
and Libraries
Symposium, the year’s
most exciting event
devoted to gaming and
literacy, research, and
accessibility, November 2–
4, in Oak Brook, Illinois.
Keynote speakers include
Andrew Bub, Lawrence
Kutner, and Mark
Prensky.

Ask the ALA
Librarian
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Award

Children’s author and Shreveport native William Joyce
has been named winner of the 2008 Louisiana Writer
Award. The award will be presented to Joyce October 4
by the Louisiana Center for the Book in the State
Library of Louisiana for his contributions to the state’s
literary heritage. Joyce’s books include George Shrinks, Santa Calls,
Dinosaur Bob and His Adventures with the Family Lazardo, and A Day
with Wilbur Robinson....
Shreveport (La.) Times, July 30

Awards gaffe becomes perfect publicity
for book

The audience at the Wales Book of the Year 2008
Awards gasped with embarrassment as Assembly
Heritage Minister Rhodri Glyn Thomas announced the
wrong winner July 29. Runner-up Tom Bullough made
his way to the stage to collect the £10,000 first prize,
only to be told the real winner was, in fact, poet
Dannie Abse. But as footage of the event made its
way across the internet, Bullough’s The Claude Glass
started leaping off the shelves....
Cardiff (U.K.) Western Mail, July 30

Seen Online
Congress revamps student loan program

The House and Senate passed July 31 a major overhaul of federal
higher-education programs aimed at expanding financial aid and
bringing greater clarity and disclosure to the student loan process.
The Higher Education Opportunity Act (H.R. 4137, S. 1642) extends
the current Perkins loan forgiveness to certain school and public
librarians, and authorizes a discretionary loan forgiveness of up to
$10,000 for service in “areas of national need.” Librarians qualify as
long as they are employed full-time in a high poverty area for five
consecutive years....
Washington Post, Aug. 1; District Dispatch, Aug. 1

Flood-damaged items salvaged by UI team

The University of Iowa Libraries Preservation Department is helping
to restore thousands of items from the African American Historical
Museum and Cultural Center of Iowa and the National Czech and
Slovak Museum and Library, both of which suffered extensive
damage in the June flooding at Cedar Rapids. It will take months to
get through all of the items—some 7,000 books, 3,000 records,
hundreds of manuscripts, dozens of statues, and even a few outfits
of clothing....
Cedar Rapids (Iowa) Gazette, Aug. 4

Boosters will fight Long Beach Main
Library closure
Not long after the Long Beach, California,
mayor and city manager announced their
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Q. Where can I find
a list of the dates
for ALA’s events for
2008 through 2009
—Banned Books
Week, National
Library Week, Teen
Read Week, etc.? Do
you have such a list
of future dates all
on one page?
A. Yes! There is a list
of the 2008 through
2009 dates for ALA's
various forthcoming
library, literature, and
literacy events on the
Library Promotions
and Events web page
compiled by ALA’s
Public Information
Office. ALA’s
upcoming event dates
are also part of the
Calendar of Library
Events by American
Libraries magazine,
which also lists the
dates for ALA division
and chapter
conferences, and
continuing education
courses and dates for
non-ALA conferences,
institutes, workshops,
continuing education
programs, and online
courses. For a list of
both ALA and nonALA events, see also
the Promotional
Opportunities section
of this wiki. From the
ALA Professional Tips
wiki.

@ The ALA Librarian
welcomes your
questions.

AL Direct, August 6, 2008

budget recommendations August 1, the Long
Beach Public Library Foundation launched a
campaign to keep the Main Library open. Mayor
Bob Foster and City Manager Pat West are recommending that the
council close the downtown library and beef up the schedules at the
11 branches so that they can operate seven days a week, and in
some cases, for longer hours. But Main Library supporters have
already said they won’t back that plan....
Long Beach (Calif.) Press-Telegram, Aug. 3

Columbus library a top innovator in video gaming

This fall, the Columbus (Ohio) Metropolitan Library plans to connect
its branches to a national video-game tournament system for
libraries. Eventually, webcams might even allow teens to trash-talk
and cheer from branch to branch. CML has spent $40,000 on videogame equipment in the first two years of a program to make
teenagers feel more welcome. ALA has invited the library’s Teen
Services Specialist Julie Scordato to join a panel to develop
guidelines on how best to use video games in libraries....
Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch, July 31

Fitchburg looks for funds to fix
68% cutback

As the Fitchburg (Mass.) Public Library
wraps up its first month in a radically
truncated form, its budget and personnel
slashed, library advocates are mounting a
private fundraising effort. To close the city’s $5-million budget deficit
this year, Mayor Lisa A. Wong put forth a budget that cut library
spending by $800,000, or 68%. Instead of being open 63 hours a
week, the library is open 21 hours a week. Most library employees
were laid off, and none of the remaining staff receives benefits....
Worcester (Mass.) Telegram, Aug. 1

Guilford’s first librarian still volunteers at 100

Surrounded by friends, family, and colleagues, Edith Nettleton
celebrated her 100th birthday July 22 at the place where she has
spent much of her adult life—the Guilford (Conn.) Free Library.
Nettleton, who became the first librarian there in 1934 and retired as
director in 1978, still volunteers with special projects on Guilford
history and genealogy....

Calendar
Aug. 21:

OpenURL
Implementation: Link
Resolution that Users
Will Love. Webinar
sponsored by ALCTS
and the National
Information Standards
Organization.

Sept. 9–10:

Marketing, Southern
Adirondack Library
System, Saratoga
Springs, New York.
Certified Public Library
Administrator course
sponsored by PLA.

Sept. 16–17:

Strategic HR, MidContinent Public Library
Administrative Center,
Independence,
Missouri. Certified
Public Library
Administrator course
sponsored by PLA.

Sept. 16–17:

New Haven (Conn.) Register, July 23

Budget and Finance,
Washington State
Library, Olympia.
Certified Public Library
Administrator course
sponsored by PLA.

British Library to display its
royal illuminated manuscripts

Oct. 6–
Oct. 31:

The British Library is embarking on a
major project with its collection of
medieval and Renaissance royal
illuminated manuscripts, which will
culminate in the first-ever exhibition of
the collection in 2011–12. In 1757, King George II presented
approximately 1,950 manuscripts from the royal library to the newly
founded British Museum; they survive as the largest collection of
medieval and Renaissance paintings owned by English monarchs....
24 Hour Museum, Aug. 4
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Reading Instruction
and Children's Books.
Online course
sponsored by ALSC.

Oct. 6–
Oct. 31:

The Tech Savvy
Booktalker. Online
course sponsored by
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1969 library slaying still haunts
Penn State

On the chilly Friday after Thanksgiving 1969, a
murder took place in Penn State University’s
largest library that has baffled investigators and
fascinated amateur sleuths ever since. A
graduate student, 22-year-old Betsy Aardsma, was stabbed once
amid the shelves of Pattee Library. She bled to death from the chest
wound. Nearly four decades later, state police are still actively
working the case, and have begun to solicit tips from a handful of
amateur investigators fascinated by the mysterious stabbing....
Philadelphia Inquirer, July 30

Saudi Arabian library now allows women

Women in the Saudi coastal city of Dammam are now able to use its
library unaccompanied, according to the local al-Watan newspaper.
“Female students no longer need to be escorted by a male relative,”
said the library’s director, Saad al-Harithi. Besides encouraging
women to use the library more, al-Harithi said he also wants to
create sections for children, to introduce them to literature....
Adnkronos International, Aug. 4

Tech Talk
Aurora: The future of
browsing?

Aurora is a concept video (7:22)
presenting one possible future user
experience for the Web, created by
Adaptive Path as part of the Mozilla Labs
concept browser series. Aurora explores
new ways people could interact with the
Web in the future based on projected technological trends and realworld scenarios. The release of Aurora is part of the launch of Mozilla
Labs’ browser concept series, an ongoing initiative to encourage
developers to contribute their own visions of the future of the
browser and the Web....
Adaptive Path, Aug. 4

Has Windows Vista come around?

It’s been a year and a half since Windows Vista
debuted, with many reports circulating about how
bad it was. Jason Cross writes: “The first service
pack has been released, along with an absolute
flood of other automatic updates and drivers and
software patches. Is it still worth upgrading? The short answer is yes.
If you buy a PC today and it has Vista installed on it, or build a new
PC (even a low cost, sub-$1,000 box), you should be in fine
shape.”...
ExtremeTech, July 30

Free for all: Open source software

Karen Schneider writes: “So what is open source software (OSS)? It’s
software that is free in every sense of the word: free to download,
free to use, and free to view or modify. Most OSS is distributed on
the Web and you don’t need to sign a license agreement to use it. In
fact, if you use the Firefox web browser or WordPress blogging
software, you’re already using open source software.”...
School Library Journal, Aug. 1
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ALSC.

Oct. 20–
Nov. 14:

The TechnologyEnhanced Library
Professional. Online
course sponsored by
ALSC.

Oct. 6–
Nov. 14:

Sharing Poetry with
Children. Online
course sponsored by
ALSC.

Oct. 20–24:

PLA Boot Camp 4:
Intensive Library
Management
Training, Cleveland,
Ohio. Application is
required by September
22.

Oct. 21–23:

National Institutes
for Tribal Archives,
Libraries, and
Museums, Cherokee
Resort and Casino,
Tulsa, Oklahoma.
“Training for American
Indian Library
Services.”

Nov. 7:

Brick and Click
Library Symposium,
Northwest Missouri
State University,
Maryville.

Nov. 13–15:

Fleur Cowles Flair
Symposium,
University of Texas at
Austin. “Creating a
Usable Past: Writers,
Archives, and
Institutions.”

Dec. 9–10:

Persistence of
Memory: Sustaining
Digital Collections,
InterContinental
Chicago Hotel.
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How to sync any desktop calendar
with Google Calendar

Adam Pash writes: “As of July 28, you can now
sync your Google Calendar with virtually any
popular desktop calendar for free. Not only can you
enjoy your favorite desktop calendar software and
still get the benefit of the web interface, but you can also sync any
desktop calendar with any other across platforms using GCal as a gobetween. Let’s take a comprehensive look at how to set up
bidirectional syncing between Google Calendar and your favorite
desktop calendar—from Outlook and iCal to Sunbird and Thunderbird
—for free.”...
Lifehacker, July 29

The Web, as seen by those with
color blindness

In the United States, 7% of the male
population—or about 10.5 million men—and
0.4% of the female population either cannot distinguish red from
green, or see red and green differently. For those of us who see
colors just fine, it is hard to imagine what those with color blindness
are seeing. Luckily, there is now a Color Blind Web Page Filter, which
allows you to view what your site looks like to people with each type
of color blindness....
Color + Design Blog, July 24

Cloud computing

Brian Dvorak has put together CloudTrip, a website that compiles
information on cloud computing sites—web-based applications that
accomplish tasks that were traditionally done with desktop tools—
such as design, communications, email, finance, productivity,
storage, audio, and video. In addition, if you have a useful web
application you would like to share, you can sign up with Cloud Trip
and post it in the directory....

@

More...

Contact Us

American Libraries
Direct

AL Direct is a free electronic
newsletter emailed every
Wednesday to personal
members of the American
Library Association.
George M. Eberhart,
Editor:
geberhart@ala.org
Daniel Kraus,
Associate Editor:
dkraus@ala.org
Greg Landgraf,
Associate Editor:
glandgraf@ala.org
Leonard Kniffel,
Editor-in-Chief,
American Libraries:
lkniffel@ala.org
To advertise in American
Libraries Direct, contact:
Brian Searles,
bsearles@ala.org

CloudTrip

Send feedback:
aldirect@ala.org

Publishing
The 10 oddest travel guides

Paul Collins writes: “‘After five years’ travel,’ veteran
guidebook writer Geoff Crowther once recalled, ‘most
of us went feral.’ So did the books they wrote.
Jammed into backpacks, ripped into pieces,
guidebooks escape into the wild to get lost or
abandoned for the next edition. Here are 10 that are
so transfixingly odd that they’ve remained readable
long beyond their original itineraries.”...
Slate, Aug. 4

Record-breaking sales for Breaking Dawn

The anticipation for Breaking Dawn, the fourth and final book in
Stephenie Meyer’s Twilight saga, came to a best-selling end. The
Hachette Book Group estimates 1.3 million copies were sold August 2
after being released at 12:01 a.m. It was its largest first-day sales
record. In anticipation of demand, an additional 500,000 copies were
printed before publication, bringing the total to 3.7 million. Still,
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AL Direct FAQ:
www.ala.org/aldirect/
All links outside the ALA
website are provided for
informational purposes only.
Questions about the content
of any external site should
be addressed to the
administrator of that site.
American Libraries
50 E. Huron St.
Chicago, IL 60611
www.ala.org/alonline/
800-545-2433,
ext. 4216
ISSN 1559-369X.
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nothing competes with Harry Potter. Last July, Harry Potter and the
Deathly Hallows sold 8.3 million books in its first 24 hours on sale....
USA Today, Aug. 3

Amazon.com acquires AbeBooks

Amazon.com announced August 1 that,
subject to closing conditions, it has reached
an agreement to acquire the Victoria, British Columbia–based
AbeBooks. AbeBooks is an online marketplace for books, with over
110 million primarily used, rare, and out-of-print books listed for sale
by thousands of independent booksellers from around the world.
AbeBooks will continue to function as a stand-alone operation and
will maintain all of its websites....
Amazon.com, Aug. 1

Danny Fingeroth’s top 10 graphic novels

American comic book writer Danny Fingeroth has put
together his choices for the top 10 graphic novels:
“These are graphic novels, some famous, some less
well-known, that do what all great literature does, in
that they give you such a pleasurable experience while
reading that you’re simultaneously eager to uncover
the ending, yet also dreading it, knowing that the
experience will then be over.”...
The Guardian (U.K.), July 30

What reference e-book publishers should be doing

Stephen Francoeur writes: “In recent weeks, Sue Polanka has been
writing about reference e-books and where they may or should be
headed. Prompted by her call for librarians to offer publishers more
feedback about what reference e-book publishers should be doing, I
thought I would offer more detailed suggestions.”...
Digital Reference, July 30

Spinal exam

Lisa Chellman writes: “One thing I haven’t
seen discussed is the face that books present
to potential readers once they’re on the shelf.
In libraries and bookstores, where face-out
shelving is at a premium, readers’ first
impression of a book isn’t the cover. It’s the
spine. Most libraries place books’ location stickers within the two
bottom inches of the spine. It would be far better if publishers simply
avoided placing vital information in those bottom two inches of
spine.”...
Under the Covers, July 28

Actions & Answers
Census data gold mine to open

One of the largest available online familyhistory resources is teaming up with other
organizations to make more records
available to the public. FamilySearch is a nonprofit organization
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operating out of Salt Lake City and partnering with Ancestry.com to
publish complete U.S. census records from 1790 to 1930.
Ancestry.com has agreed to turn these records over to FamilySearch,
which will convert the master microfilm copies into a digital format
and add them to their existing census records. In addition,
FamilySearch has reached an agreement with other genealogy
organizations, The Origins Network and www.findmypast.com, to
publish census data for England and Wales from 1841 to 1901....
Brigham Young University, Aug. 1

New NCES academic library statistics

The National Center for Education Statistics report,
Academic Libraries: 2006 First Look, summarizes
services, staff, collections, and expenditures of
3,600 academic libraries in the 50 states and the
District of Columbia. During 2006, these institutions
added 22.2 million volumes to their collections and
spent a total of $6.2 billion (about half of that
consists of salaries and wages). Only 34% reported
incorporating information literacy into their missions....
National Center for Education Statistics, July 8

Survey of academic libraries

The Primary Research Group has released its 2008–2009 Survey of
Academic Libraries, based on 75 libraries in the United States and
Canada. The survey found that only 22.5% of the respondents
believed that librarian salaries had gone up faster than inflation,
while more than 34% thought salaries had gone down in real terms
in the past year. Participants also rated the University of Illinois at
Champaign-Urbana as the top LIS program....
Primary Research Group, July

WebJunction 2.0

Over the past weekend, WebJunction fully
migrated all its existing content, features,
discussions, and members to a new platform
that includes a new course catalog, easier
contribution, and new ways to connect with
library colleagues. A short video presentation on the new homepage
reviews the highlights....
WebJunction, Aug. 5

More streets, more places

Earlier this summer, Google launched its
first international Street View coverage
with the Tour de France route. On
August 4, it brought Street View to
Japan and Australia. The Japan launch
includes a number of major cities
including Tokyo, Osaka, Kyoto, and
Kobe. Imagery for Australia includes extensive coverage throughout
the country, featuring Sydney, Perth, Melbourne, and many places in
between. More than 30 new cities in the United States are newly
covered too, among them New Orleans, Baton Rouge, El Paso,
Wichita, Savannah, and Colorado Springs....
Google Lat Long Blog, Aug. 4

Favorite online readers advisory tools

Sarah Houghton-Jan writes: “This list is of my favorite
online readers advisory tools, a subject area request I
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get often from my fellow library staff. This a little bit
longer than some lists, because there’s just too much
out there that is worth looking at and I don’t want to
deprive anyone of any of this wonderfulness.”...
Librarian in Black, Aug. 1

IMLS to hand out 776 Connecting to Collections
bookshelves

776 museums, libraries, and archives, representing every state, the
District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and Guam,
have been selected to receive the Institute of Museum and Library
Services’ Connecting to Collections Bookshelf. The contents of the
bookshelf were selected by a blue ribbon panel of conservation
experts; it includes an essential set of books, online resources, and a
user’s guide that can profoundly affect the ability of small libraries
and museums to care for their collections....
Institute of Museum and Library Services, Aug. 5

The rush to save Timbuktu’s
crumbling manuscripts

Fabled Timbuktu, once the site of the world’s
southernmost Islamic university, harbors
thousands upon thousands of long-forgotten
manuscripts. But the legacy of the Malian
oasis, written with ink made from gallnuts, is
beginning to fade. Roughly a dozen academic institutions are now
involved in saving and evaluating the documents. The French are
developing a database, while the United States has donated a device
to digitize the damaged documents. The Norwegian cities of Oslo and
Bergen are training locals to become conservators....
Der Spiegel, Aug. 1

21st-century skills map
released

The 21st Century Skills and Social
Studies Map (PDF file), developed by the
Partnership for 21st Century Skills and
the National Council for the Social
Studies, shows educators how to align
teaching and learning to the demands of the 21st century by
providing lesson examples that combine core skills like critical
thinking, creativity, and innovation with interdisciplinary themes. It is
the first in a series of core content maps designed for educators,
administrators, and policymakers. Other maps will be available for
mathematics, English, geography, and science throughout 2008 and
2009....
Partnership for 21st Century Skills, July 17

Digital Bookmobile to set out from
Central Park

The Digital Bookmobile will launch a national
tour promoting audiobook, e-book, music, and
video downloads from public libraries on
August 10 in New York City’s Central Park.
The digital download event, held in association
with the New York Public Library, creates an engaging experience
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around the library’s Virtual Branch download website. The Digital
Bookmobile will continue to promote digital books from public
libraries through 2009 with events scheduled across North America....
Market Wire, Aug. 6

Contest: What I wish everyone knew about
librarians

Smart Poodle Publishing in Hollywood, Florida, is sponsoring a writing
contest for librarians. Entrants must submit an essay of up to 1,500
words describing what they wish everyone knew about librarians. For
example, as Dani Vaughn-Tucker writes, “we’re not all bun-donningsensible-shoe-wearing ladies garbed in black cardigans cradling a cat
waiting to shush the first person who violates the ‘No Talking’
policy.” There are three prizes of $500, $100, and $50. The deadline
is December 1....
Smart Poodle Publishing; Curious Child’s Library Wanderings, July 31

New partners for Flickr Commons

The George Eastman House and the Bibliothèque
de Toulouse have joined Flickr Commons and are
providing open access to some of their images
there. The woman dressed as an Egyptian dancer
(right) is an autochrome provided by the George
Eastman House. The Lumière brothers, inventors of
the motion picture camera, invented the
autochrome process in 1904. (The Biblioteca de
Arte-Fundação Calouste Gulbenkian is also providing access to part
of its collection on Flickr, though not as part of the Commons
project.)...
Open Access News, July 28

LC Junior Fellows unearth treasures

Matt Raymond writes: “Every year for the past few
years, thanks to the generosity of the late Mrs.
Jefferson Patterson and the James Madison Council,
as many as 50 interns have come to the Library of
Congress through its Junior Fellows program. They
spend several weeks during the summer combing
through both uncataloged copyright deposits and
collections acquired through gifts, looking for hidden
gems. This year, 200 items were showcased, including a rare firstedition piece of instrumental sheet music for the Maple Leaf Rag by
Scott Joplin (1899).”...
Library of Congress Blog, Aug. 5

Time 2 Chime in Allen County

This 6-minute podcast begins with a selection
from Time 2 Chime, a performance by the
Homeschool Handchime Choir at the Allen
County (Ind.) Public Library. It was performed
during their 2008 spring concert. Children’s
Librarian Mandy Goldfuss talks about the program, the challenges,
and rewards....
ALSC Blog, Aug. 3

Satirical maps of the First
World War

Paul K. writes: “The emergence of modern
nation states (such as Germany and Italy)
following the mid-19th century revolutions
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in Europe provided geopolitical material for
satirical illustrators to exploit. The seriocomic map caricature genre reached its
peak of popularity at the beginning of World War One. These
humorous propaganda maps stirred nationalistic fervor, mocked and
belittled enemies, and even served as a mnemonic tool for students
to learn their geography.”...
BiblioOdyssey, Aug. 3

Take the metadata survey

Jung-ran Park, assistant professor at the Drexel University iSchool,
has created an online survey on “Metadata Creation and Metadata
Quality Control across Digital Repositories: Evaluation of Current
Practices.” Funded by the Institute of Museum and Library Services,
the project examines the metadata creation process, the employment
of controlled vocabulary schemes, metadata quality control
measures, and new competencies and skill sets demanded from
cataloging professionals....
Drexel University iSchool, Aug. 6

NARA’s own records are difficult to access

Anthony Clark writes: “While researching my book on the history of
presidential libraries, I discovered a shocking but perhaps not
surprising situation: The National Archives and Records
Administration is improperly withholding its own records. Rather than
abide by legislative requirements and professional standards, NARA
has chosen to avoid accessioning and processing many (if not most)
of its own records dating back more than 40 years. Worse, officials
have blocked access to the records, perhaps due to concerns over
possible criticism of the agency.”...
History News Network, July 21

Copyright advocates urge WIPO to
consider library concerns

On behalf of the Library Copyright Alliance, Janice
Pilch, head of Slavic and East European acquisitions
at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign,
participated in a meeting of the World Intellectual
Property Organization’s Committee on Development
and Intellectual Property in Geneva, Switzerland, July 7–11. Through
two formal statements (PDF file)—one jointly issued with the
International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions—LCA
urged committee members to recognize and support the ongoing
work that libraries undertake as stakeholders in intellectual property
issues....
District Dispatch, Aug. 4

The University of Tennessee
at Chattanooga library video

Jason Griffey writes: “Take a look at the
Fall 2008 UTC Library video that we’ll be
pushing out to students and new faculty
this fall. Created by a grad student, now
adjunct professor, at UTC, Justin Lewis,
with direction from me (who basically
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just said things like ‘Make it cool. Slow that down’). The vision was
all his. I think it came out remarkably cool.”...
Pattern Recognition, July 29

The Fairfield University
library video

Student Julie (played by Tess Brown)
has to make many decisions at Fairfield
(Conn.) University’s DiMenna-Nyselius
Library. Should she join Matt for coffee?
Ask for reference help? Watch a movie
in the auditorium? Work at a table? Use microfilm with Joey? Or walk
on the beach? This spoof of MTV’s Laguna Beach: The Real Orange
County was directed, produced, and edited by Bob Cammisa.
(Beware, the latest version of Flash is required to view it.) The
library’s podcasts of how to use various reference databases are also
amusing....
DiMenna-Nyselius Library
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U.S. & World News
===========================================================================
[http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=44imQT0-NuQ]FBI seizes library computers;
anthrax-case link suspected
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/august2008/an
thraxcomputersseized.cfm]
The FBI removed two public-access computers from the Frederick County
Public Libraries&rsquo; C. Burr Artz Library in downtown Frederick,
Maryland, July 30, anticipating their return within a week. The seizure
is thought to be connected to the case of Army scientist Bruce E. Ivins
(right), the late suspect in the 2001 anthrax letter attacks. Two FBI
agents took the computers without presenting a court order, although the
library&rsquo;s normal procedure
[http://www.fcpl.org/information/general/fbi_statement.html] for such
requests requires one....
American Libraries Online, Aug. 6; CBS-TV, Aug. 6
[http://www.nbc4.com/education/17089805/detail.html]D.C. mayor finds
funding to save libraries
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/august2008/DC

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/august/080608.txt[7/17/2014 1:36:19 PM]

PLsavedagain.cfm]
District of Columbia Mayor Adrian Fenty and Ginnie Cooper, chief
librarian for D.C. Public Library, announced at an August 4 press
conference that funding has been found to reverse $2 million in projected
budget cuts that would have drastically cut library hours.
&ldquo;Residents can rest assured that they can continue to access all of
D.C. Public Library&rsquo;s resources seven days a week next year,&rdquo;
Fenty said, explaining that city officials never intended to trigger cuts
to library service....
American Libraries Online, Aug. 6; WRC-TV, Aug. 4
Oxford University halts VTLS implementation
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/august2008/ox
forddelaysvtls.cfm]
The University of Oxford and VTLS have ended their agreement to implement
the Virtua library management system. The August 1 press release
[http://www.ouls.ox.ac.uk/news/2008_aug_01] from Oxford announcing the
decision noted several top-level personnel changes since the university
contracted with VTLS in 2005, including the retirement of Oxford
University Library Services Director Reg Carr, the departure of OULS
Acting Director Ronald Milne, and the appointment of Sarah Thomas as
Bodley&rsquo;s librarian and director of OULS....
American Libraries Online, Aug. 6
===========================================================================
[http://www.kylibasn.org/conferences620.cfm]
===========================================================================
ALA News
===========================================================================
Revamped website will debut in September
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/July2008/AugustWebConversion.cfm]
As it moves toward unveiling its redesigned website, ALA will spend
August making the transition to a new information architecture. While
that happens, ALA will leave the current website unchanged, with the
exception of new American Libraries news stories, official press
releases, and Washington Office notices. After Labor Day weekend, ALA
will flip the switch on the new site, which will sport a new look and
easier navigation (see the preview [http://staging.ala.org/home.cfm])....
New: The ALA Connections Salon
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/August2008/Salons.cfm]
In an effort to provide opportunities for ALA members to connect with and
learn from one another, ALA President Jim Rettig is creating an ALA
Connections Salon. Like European discussion salons, it will provide an
online environment for members to participate in formal and informal
discussions on specific topics. The salons will take place on OPAL, a
user-friendly site offering online rooms where participants can interact
via voice-over-IP, text chatting, and synchronized browsing. A pilot
salon will take place 2–3 p.m. Eastern Standard Time on Friday, August
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15. To join the discussion, log in
[http://www.conference321.com/masteradmin/room.asp?id=rs423c62c43df0] to
OPAL....
Picturing America, round two
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/August2008/PPOpicturingamerica.cf
m]
The National Endowment for the Humanities, in cooperation with ALA, is
now accepting applications for the second round of Picturing America
program grants. Online applications [http://picturingamerica.neh.gov/]
will be accepted through October 31. Picturing America is a free
educational resource that helps teach American history and culture by
bringing some of our nation&rsquo;s greatest works of art directly to
classrooms and libraries....
Incentives to Step Up to the Plate
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/August2008/CampaignStepUpPrograms
.cfm]
This summer, libraries across the country are engaging library users of
all ages with the Step Up to the Plate @ your library program, developed
by ALA and the National Baseball Hall of Fame. Libraries that bring in
the most number of entries are eligible to win special prizes. The
first-prize winner will receive a $100 bookstore gift certificate; a copy
of Baseball&rsquo;s Greatest Hit: The Story of “Take Me Out to the Ball
Game,&rdquo; by Andy Strasberg, Bob Thompson, and Tim Wiles; and a
baseball autographed by Ozzie Smith....
A hybrid ALA for 2015?
[http://acrlog.org/2008/07/30/a-hybrid-ala-for-2015/]
Steven Bell writes: “At the ALA Annual Conference in Anaheim, I was
invited to speak at the official ALA Forum on E-Participation about my
experience with e-participation within ACRL. I was surprised by the
number of folks who had real concerns about opening up ALA to e-member
participation. There are some hurdles to jump, but we have the technology
to make it possible. I challenged ALA to become a totally hybrid
organization by 2015. That means 50% regular members and 50%
e-participation members, as well as a conference that offers 50% of its
programming to remote participants using distance learning or webcasting
platforms.”...
ACRLog, July 30
On the move with the mobile web
[http://www.techsource.ala.org/ltr/on-the-move-with-the-mobile-web-librarie
s-and-mobile-technologies.html]
In the fifth issue of Library Technology Reports this year, author and
library-technology blogger Ellyssa Kroski outlines the components of the
mobile web&mdash;the users, the devices, the operating systems, the services,
the content&mdash;and illuminates the research that tracks how users
currently engage with information on the Web via their mobile devices.
She also delineates several library mobile initiatives and provides a
“how to” chapter for libraries interested in developing a mobile
experience for their users....
New website will promote Banned Books Week
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[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/August2008/OIFbbwsite.cfm]
ALA and the American Booksellers Foundation for Free Expression are
launching a website [http://www.bannedbooksweek.org/index.html] that will
help bookstores and libraries promote Banned Books Week, to be held this
year from September 27 through October 4. A key feature will be a list
that visitors can use to find participating bookstores and libraries in
their communities. Libraries that would like to be listed can submit
[http://bannedbooksweek.org/signup/] details of their Banned Books Week
celebrations....
ALA endorses the Free Speech Protection Act
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/July2008/WOlibel.cfm]
ALA has endorsed the Free Speech Protection Act of 2008 (S. 2977) (PDF
file
[http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=110_cong_bills&d
ocid=f:s2977is.txt.pdf]) and urged its passage as soon as possible in
order to protect authors, publishers, and others in the United States
from libel lawsuits filed in foreign countries. The bill was introduced
following several notable defamation lawsuits filed in Great Britain and
elsewhere against authors and publishers in the United States....
Loriene Roy offers NPR listeners her literary must-reads
[http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=93295653]
Regular featured National Public Radio guest Loriene Roy has completed
her term as president of ALA. In an exit interview with the program, Roy
shares highlights from her time leading the Association, what the future
holds for her, and one final list of suggested literary musts for the
inquiring mind....
Tell Me More, National Public Radio, Aug. 5
Planning for next Joint Conference of Librarians of Color
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/August2008/JCLC2012.cfm]
The Steering Committee for the Joint Conference of Librarians of Color is
making significant progress toward its next conference, slated for
sometime in 2012. During the 2008 ALA Midwinter Meeting in Philadelphia,
presidents of each of the five caucuses signed the JCLC Memorandum of
Understanding and contributed their promised financial deposits for
conference planning seed money....
Council actions posted
The ALA Council actions,
[http://www.ala.org/ala/ourassociation/governanceofficeb/council/councilact
ions/councilactions.cfm] agendas,
[http://www.ala.org/ala/ourassociation/governanceofficeb/council/councilage
ndas/councilagendas.cfm] and documents
[http://www.ala.org/ala/ourassociation/governanceofficeb/council/councildoc
uments/Document_Inventory_MW_2008.cfm] for the 2008 Annual Conference in
Anaheim are now available on the ALA website....

Featured review: Media
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=2689733]
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Life after People. Mar. 2008. 94 min. A & E, DVD. (978-1-4229-0939-3).
Using Hollywood special effects and featuring commentary from civil
engineers, ecologists, biologists, geochemists, astrophysicists, and
authors, this fascinating program speculates on &ldquo;what would happen
if every human being on earth disappeared.&rdquo; Beginning on the first
day without humans, the program shows that both nuclear and electric
power plants would shut down, and the planet would plunge into deep
darkness. By day 10, food would be rotting on supermarket shelves, and
family dogs, rodents, and other animals would be scavenging for food. The
program continues to update at regular intervals (6 months, 1 year, 5
years, etc., up to 10,000 years) as it tracks the evolution of earth.
Eventually &ldquo;nature would reclaim the earth,&rdquo; and weather
conditions, lack of maintenance, and other factors would cause buildings
and other structures to deteriorate and collapse....
@ Visit Booklist Online [http://www.booklistonline.com] for other reviews
and much more....

Division News
===========================================================================
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog&_pn=sub_category&
_op=76]Celebrate Teen Read Week, October 12&#8211;18
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/July2008/trwo8.cfm]
Thanks in part to events like Teen Read Week, an annual initiative of
YALSA, teen books now enjoy unprecedented critical success and
popularity. Since 1998, Teen Read Week
[http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/teenreading/trw/trw2008/index.cfm] has
encouraged teens to visit their public and school libraries, select their
own reading material, and read for the fun of it. Teen Read Week 2008
will be celebrated in more than 4,000 libraries across the United States
October 12–18. This year’s theme is &ldquo;Books with Bite @ your
library,&rdquo; which promotes a variety of books from vampire stories to
cooking to technology (bytes)....
AASL seeks proposals for 2009 conference
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/August2008/AASLrfp.cfm]
AASL is accepting proposals for concurrent and Exploratorium sessions at
its 14th National Conference
[http://www.ala.org/ala/aasl/conferencesandevents/national/charlotte2009.cf
m] in Charlotte, North Carolina. The conference, “Rev Up Learning @ your
library,” will be held November 5–8, 2009. Proposals should try to inform
conference attendees of the new Standards for the 21st-Century Learner.
Deadlines are December 1 for the concurrent session and March 30 for the
Exploratorium session....
AASL seeks presenters for reading institute
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/August2008/AASLlicensedinstitute.
cfm]
AASL is accepting proposals from presenters for its “Reading and the
Elementary School Library Media Specialist” licensed institute.
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Candidates are encouraged to apply before the August 18 deadline. The
institute is designed specifically to address critical topics in reading
for K–6 school library media specialists. Download the RFP (PDF file
[http://www.ala.org/ala/aasl/aasleducation/aasllicensedinstitutes/RFP_Eleme
ntary_Regional_Institute_presenter_RFP.pdf])....
Register for YALSA online courses
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/August2008/YALSAfallonline.cfm]
YALSA has opened registration for three online courses this fall:
&ldquo;Making the Match: The Right Book with the Right Teen at the Right
Time&rdquo; (Teri Lesesne); &ldquo;New Technologies and New Literacies
for Teens&rdquo; (Linda Braun); and &ldquo;Pain in the Brain&rdquo; (Beth
Gallaway)....
RUSA online CE courses
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/August2008/RUSAsummerce.cfm]
RUSA will offer four professional development opportunities online this
fall. The topics are genealogy, business reference, the reference
interview, and marketing basics. All courses
[http://www.ala.org/ala/rusa/rusaevents/professionaldevelopmentonline/prode
vonline.cfm] will be administered using Moodle, an online
course-management tool....
Awards
===========================================================================
New RUSA award promotes African-American literature
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/August2008/RUSAhurston.cfm]
RUSA will honor the life and work of Zora Neale Hurston (1891–1960), a
prominent voice in African-American literature, with a new award
sponsored by Harper Perennial Publishing, a division of HarperCollins.
The Zora Neale Hurston Award will recognize the efforts of a RUSA member
who promotes African-American literature through a program,
readers&rsquo; advisory project, or similar efforts in their library
community. The deadline for nominations is December 1....
AASL offers $45,000 in awards
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/August2008/AASLawards.cfm]
The AASL awards program will offer more than $45,000 in awards in 2009 to
AASL members. The division’s nine awards
[http://www.ala.org/ala/aasl/aaslawards/aaslawards.cfm] recognize
excellence and showcase best practices in the school library media field
in categories that include research, collaboration, leadership, and
innovation....
OverDrive awards go to 13 libraries
[http://www.overdrive.com/aboutus/getArticle.aspx?newsArticleID=20080804]
Digital distributor OverDrive presented Digital Pioneer Awards (“Digies”)
to 13 libraries and consortia that demonstrated excellence in the
expansion and promotion of their digital download websites. The awards
were presented at Digipalooza ’08, July 24–27, in Cleveland, Ohio....
OverDrive, Aug. 4
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William Joyce wins Louisiana Writer Award
[http://www.shreveporttimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080730/NEWS01/
807300369/1060]
Children’s author and Shreveport native William Joyce has been named
winner of the 2008 Louisiana Writer Award. The award will be presented to
Joyce October 4 by the Louisiana Center for the Book in the State Library
of Louisiana for his contributions to the state’s literary heritage.
Joyce’s books include George Shrinks, Santa Calls, Dinosaur Bob and His
Adventures with the Family Lazardo, and A Day with Wilbur Robinson....
Shreveport (La.) Times, July 30
Awards gaffe becomes perfect publicity for book
[http://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/2008/07/30/awards-gaffe-the-p
erfect-publicity-for-writer-s-book-91466-21428819/]
The audience at the Wales Book of the Year 2008 Awards gasped with
embarrassment as Assembly Heritage Minister Rhodri Glyn Thomas announced
the wrong winner July 29. Runner-up Tom Bullough made his way to the
stage to collect the £10,000 first prize, only to be told the real winner
was, in fact, poet Dannie Abse. But as footage of the event made its way
across the internet, Bullough’s The Claude Glass started leaping off the
shelves....
Cardiff (U.K.) Western Mail, July 30
Seen Online
===========================================================================
Congress revamps student loan program
[http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/08/01/AR20080801
02862.html]
The House and Senate passed July 31 a major overhaul of federal
higher-education programs aimed at expanding financial aid and bringing
greater clarity and disclosure to the student loan process. The Higher
Education Opportunity Act (H.R. 4137, S. 1642) extends
[http://www.wo.ala.org/districtdispatch/?p=624] the current Perkins loan
forgiveness to certain school and public librarians, and authorizes a
discretionary loan forgiveness of up to $10,000 for service in
&ldquo;areas of national need.&rdquo; Librarians qualify as long as they
are employed full-time in a high poverty area for five consecutive
years....
Washington Post, Aug. 1; District Dispatch, Aug. 1
Flood-damaged items salvaged by UI team
[http://gazetteonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080804/NEWS/41367122
5]
The University of Iowa Libraries Preservation Department is helping to
restore thousands of items from the African American Historical Museum
and Cultural Center of Iowa and the National Czech and Slovak Museum and
Library, both of which suffered extensive damage in the June flooding at
Cedar Rapids. It will take months to get through all of the
items&mdash;some 7,000 books, 3,000 records, hundreds of manuscripts,
dozens of statues, and even a few outfits of clothing....
Cedar Rapids (Iowa) Gazette, Aug. 4
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Boosters will fight Long Beach Main Library closure
[http://www.presstelegram.com/news/ci_10089133]
Not long after the Long Beach, California, mayor and city manager
announced their budget recommendations August 1, the Long Beach Public
Library Foundation launched a campaign to keep the Main Library open.
Mayor Bob Foster and City Manager Pat West are recommending that the
council close the downtown library and beef up the schedules at the 11
branches so that they can operate seven days a week, and in some cases,
for longer hours. But Main Library supporters have already said they
won’t back that plan....
Long Beach (Calif.) Press-Telegram, Aug. 3
Columbus library a top innovator in video gaming
[http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2008/07/31/library
gamers.ART_ART_07-31-08_B1_VRAT509.html]
This fall, the Columbus (Ohio) Metropolitan Library plans to connect its
branches to a national video-game tournament system for libraries.
Eventually, webcams might even allow teens to trash-talk and cheer from
branch to branch. CML has spent $40,000 on video-game equipment in the
first two years of a program to make teenagers feel more welcome. ALA has
invited the library’s Teen Services Specialist Julie Scordato to join a
panel to develop guidelines on how best to use video games in
libraries....
Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch, July 31
Fitchburg looks for funds to fix 68% cutback
[http://www.telegram.com/article/20080801/NEWS/808010341]
As the Fitchburg (Mass.) Public Library wraps up its first month in a
radically truncated form, its budget and personnel slashed, library
advocates are mounting a private fundraising effort. To close the
city&rsquo;s $5-million budget deficit this year, Mayor Lisa A. Wong put
forth a budget that cut library spending by $800,000, or 68%. Instead of
being open 63 hours a week, the library is open 21 hours a week. Most
library employees were laid off, and none of the remaining staff receives
benefits....
Worcester (Mass.) Telegram, Aug. 1
Guilford&#8217;s first librarian still volunteers at 100
[http://www.zwire.com/site/index.asp?newsid=19866153]
Surrounded by friends, family, and colleagues, Edith Nettleton celebrated
her 100th birthday July 22 at the place where she has spent much of her
adult life&mdash;the Guilford (Conn.) Free Library. Nettleton, who became
the first librarian there in 1934 and retired as director in 1978, still
volunteers with special projects on Guilford history and genealogy....
New Haven (Conn.) Register, July 23
British Library to display its royal illuminated manuscripts
[http://www.24hourmuseum.org.uk/nwh_gfx_en/ART59812.html]
The British Library is embarking on a major project with its collection
of medieval and Renaissance royal illuminated manuscripts, which will
culminate in the first-ever exhibition of the collection in 2011–12. In
1757, King George II presented approximately 1,950 manuscripts from the
royal library to the newly founded British Museum; they survive as the
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largest collection of medieval and Renaissance paintings owned by English
monarchs....
24 Hour Museum, Aug. 4
1969 library slaying still haunts Penn State
[http://www.philly.com/philly/news/breaking/26114774.html]
On the chilly Friday after Thanksgiving 1969, a murder took place in Penn
State University’s largest library that has baffled investigators and
fascinated amateur sleuths ever since. A graduate student, 22-year-old
Betsy Aardsma, was stabbed once amid the shelves of Pattee Library. She
bled to death from the chest wound. Nearly four decades later, state
police are still actively working the case, and have begun to solicit
tips from a handful of amateur investigators fascinated by the mysterious
stabbing....
Philadelphia Inquirer, July 30
Saudi Arabian library now allows women
[http://www.adnkronos.com/AKI/English/CultureAndMedia/?id=1.0.2391667726]
Women in the Saudi coastal city of Dammam are now able to use its library
unaccompanied, according to the local al-Watan newspaper. “Female
students no longer need to be escorted by a male relative,” said the
library’s director, Saad al-Harithi. Besides encouraging women to use the
library more, al-Harithi said he also wants to create sections for
children, to introduce them to literature....
Adnkronos International, Aug. 4
Tech Talk
===========================================================================
Aurora: The future of browsing? [http://www.adaptivepath.com/aurora/]
Aurora is a concept video (7:22) presenting one possible future user
experience for the Web, created by Adaptive Path as part of the Mozilla
Labs concept browser series. Aurora explores new ways people could
interact with the Web in the future based on projected technological
trends and real-world scenarios. The release of Aurora is part of the
launch of Mozilla Labs&rsquo; browser concept series
[http://labs.mozilla.com/projects/concept-series/], an ongoing initiative
to encourage developers to contribute their own visions of the future of
the browser and the Web....
Adaptive Path, Aug. 4
Has Windows Vista come around?
[http://www.extremetech.com/article2/0,2845,2326735,00.asp]
It’s been a year and a half since Windows Vista debuted, with many
reports circulating about how bad it was. Jason Cross writes: “The first
service pack has been released, along with an absolute flood of other
automatic updates and drivers and software patches. Is it still worth
upgrading? The short answer is yes. If you buy a PC today and it has
Vista installed on it, or build a new PC (even a low cost, sub-$1,000
box), you should be in fine shape.”...
ExtremeTech, July 30
Free for all: Open source software
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[http://www.schoollibraryjournal.com/article/CA6582321.html]
Karen Schneider writes: “So what is open source software (OSS)?
It&rsquo;s software that is free in every sense of the word: free to
download, free to use, and free to view or modify. Most OSS is
distributed on the Web and you don&rsquo;t need to sign a license
agreement to use it. In fact, if you use the Firefox web browser or
WordPress blogging software, you&rsquo;re already using open source
software.”...
School Library Journal, Aug. 1
How to sync any desktop calendar with Google Calendar
[http://lifehacker.com/399407/how-to-sync-any-desktop-calendar-with-googlecalendar]
Adam Pash writes: “As of July 28, you can now sync your Google Calendar
with virtually any popular desktop calendar for free. Not only can you
enjoy your favorite desktop calendar software and still get the benefit
of the web interface, but you can also sync any desktop calendar with any
other across platforms using GCal as a go-between. Let’s take a
comprehensive look at how to set up bidirectional syncing between Google
Calendar and your favorite desktop calendar&mdash;from Outlook and iCal
to Sunbird and Thunderbird&mdash;for free.”...
Lifehacker, July 29
The Web, as seen by those with color blindness
[http://www.colourlovers.com/blog/2008/07/24/as-seen-by-the-color-blind/]
In the United States, 7% of the male population—or about 10.5 million
men—and 0.4% of the female population either cannot distinguish red from
green, or see red and green differently. For those of us who see colors
just fine, it is hard to imagine what those with color blindness are
seeing. Luckily, there is now a Color Blind Web Page Filter
[http://colorfilter.wickline.org/], which allows you to view what your
site looks like to people with each type of color blindness....
Color + Design Blog, July 24
Cloud computing [http://www.cloudtrip.com/]
Brian Dvorak has put together CloudTrip, a website that compiles
information on cloud computing sites—web-based applications that
accomplish tasks that were traditionally done with desktop tools—such as
design, communications, email, finance, productivity, storage, audio, and
video. In addition, if you have a useful web application you would like
to share, you can sign up [http://cloudtrip.com/register.php] with Cloud
Trip and post it in the directory....
CloudTrip

Publishing
===========================================================================
The 10 oddest travel guides [http://www.slate.com/id/2196353/pagenum/all/]
Paul Collins writes: “‘After five years’ travel,’ veteran guidebook
writer Geoff Crowther once recalled, ‘most of us went feral.’ So did the
books they wrote. Jammed into backpacks, ripped into pieces, guidebooks
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escape into the wild to get lost or abandoned for the next edition. Here
are 10 that are so transfixingly odd that they’ve remained readable long
beyond their original itineraries.”...
Slate, Aug. 4
Breaking Dawn
[http://www.usatoday.com/life/books/news/2008-08-03-breaking-dawn-sales_N.h
tm]
The anticipation for Breaking Dawn, the fourth and final book in
Stephenie Meyer's Twilight saga, came to a best-selling end. The Hachette
Book Group estimates 1.3 million copies were sold August 2 after being
released at 12:01 a.m. It was its largest first-day sales record. In
anticipation of demand, an additional 500,000 copies were printed before
publication, bringing the total to 3.7 million. Still, nothing competes
with Harry Potter. Last July, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows sold
8.3 million books in its first 24 hours on sale....
USA Today, Aug. 3
Amazon.com acquires AbeBooks
[http://phx.corporate-ir.net/phoenix.zhtml?c=176060&p=irol-newsArticle&ID=1
182552]
Amazon.com announced August 1 that, subject to closing conditions, it has
reached an agreement to acquire the Victoria, British Columbia–based
AbeBooks. AbeBooks is an online marketplace for books, with over 110
million primarily used, rare, and out-of-print books listed for sale by
thousands of independent booksellers from around the world. AbeBooks will
continue to function as a stand-alone operation and will maintain all of
its websites....
Amazon.com, Aug. 1
Danny Fingeroth&#8217;s top 10 graphic novels
[http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2008/jul/30/comics]
American comic book writer Danny Fingeroth has put together his choices
for the top 10 graphic novels: “These are graphic novels, some famous,
some less well-known, that do what all great literature does, in that
they give you such a pleasurable experience while reading that you’re
simultaneously eager to uncover the ending, yet also dreading it, knowing
that the experience will then be over.”...
The Guardian (U.K.), July 30
What reference e-book publishers should be doing
[http://www.teachinglibrarian.org/weblog/2008/07/reference-ebooks-wishlist.
html]
Stephen Francoeur writes: “In recent weeks, Sue Polanka has been writing
[http://www.libraries.wright.edu/noshelfrequired/?p=65] about reference
e-books and where they may or should be headed. Prompted by her call
[http://www.libraries.wright.edu/noshelfrequired/?p=64] for librarians to
offer publishers more feedback about what reference e-book publishers
should be doing, I thought I would offer more detailed suggestions.”...
Digital Reference, July 30
Spinal exam [http://lisachellman.com/blog/2008/07/spinal-exam]
Lisa Chellman writes: “One thing I haven’t seen discussed is the face
that books present to potential readers once they’re on the shelf. In
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libraries and bookstores, where face-out shelving is at a premium,
readers’ first impression of a book isn’t the cover. It’s the spine. Most
libraries place books’ location stickers within the two bottom inches of
the spine. It would be far better if publishers simply avoided placing
vital information in those bottom two inches of spine.”...
Under the Covers, July 28
===========================================================================
[http://americanlibrariesbuyersguide.com]
===========================================================================
Actions & Answers
===========================================================================
[http://www.familysearch.org/eng/default.asp]Census data gold mine to
open [http://newsnet.byu.edu/story.cfm/69115]
One of the largest available online family-history resources is teaming
up with other organizations to make more records available to the public.
FamilySearch is a nonprofit organization operating out of Salt Lake City
and partnering with Ancestry.com to publish complete U.S. census records
from 1790 to 1930. Ancestry.com has agreed to turn these records over to
FamilySearch, which will convert the master microfilm copies into a
digital format and add them to their existing census records. In
addition, FamilySearch has reached an agreement with other genealogy
organizations, The Origins Network and www.findmypast.com, to publish
census data for England and Wales from 1841 to 1901....
Brigham Young University, Aug. 1
New NCES academic library statistics
[http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2008337]
The National Center for Education Statistics report, Academic Libraries:
2006 First Look, summarizes services, staff, collections, and
expenditures of 3,600 academic libraries in the 50 states and the
District of Columbia. During 2006, these institutions added 22.2 million
volumes to their collections and spent a total of $6.2 billion (about
half of that consists of salaries and wages). Only 34% reported
incorporating information literacy into their missions....
National Center for Education Statistics, July 8
Survey of academic libraries
[http://www.primaryresearch.com/release-200806131.html]
The Primary Research Group has released its 2008–2009 Survey of Academic
Libraries, based on 75 libraries in the United States and Canada. The
survey found that only 22.5% of the respondents believed that librarian
salaries had gone up faster than inflation, while more than 34% thought
salaries had gone down in real terms in the past year. Participants also
rated the University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana as the top LIS
program....
Primary Research Group, July
WebJunction 2.0 [http://webjunction.org/home]
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Over the past weekend, WebJunction fully migrated all its existing
content, features, discussions, and members to a new platform that
includes a new course catalog, easier contribution, and new ways to
connect with library colleagues. A short video presentation on the new
homepage reviews the highlights....
WebJunction, Aug. 5
[http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=australia&layer=c&ie=UTF8
&ll=-37.82626,144.97241&spn=0.047728,0.077248&z=14&cbll=-37.842166,144.9713
2&panoid=3qSY60z2A7FRquP0AKg69A&cbp=1,351.27395438831974,,0,5.3356171389107
76]More streets, more places
[http://google-latlong.blogspot.com/2008/08/more-streets-in-more-places.htm
l]
Earlier this summer, Google launched its first international Street View
coverage with the Tour de France route.
[http://maps.google.com/maps/mpl?ie=UTF&moduleurl=http://maps.google.com/ma
pfiles/mapplets/tourdefrance2008/tourdefrance2008_en.xml&ll=45.460131,1.208
496&hl=en&z=6&layer=c] On August 4, it brought Street View to Japan and
Australia. The Japan launch
[http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=japan&ie=UTF8&z=5&layer=c
] includes a number of major cities including Tokyo, Osaka, Kyoto, and
Kobe. Imagery for Australia
[http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=australia&layer=c&ie=UTF8
&z=4] includes extensive coverage throughout the country, featuring
Sydney, Perth, Melbourne, and many places in between. More than 30 new
cities in the United States are newly covered too, among them New
Orleans, Baton Rouge, El Paso, Wichita, Savannah, and Colorado Springs....
Google Lat Long Blog, Aug. 4
[http://www.overbooked.org/]Favorite online readers advisory tools
[http://librarianinblack.typepad.com/librarianinblack/2008/08/sarahs-refere
nc.html]
Sarah Houghton-Jan writes: “This list is of my favorite online readers
advisory tools, a subject area request I get often from my fellow library
staff. This a little bit longer than some lists, because there’s just too
much out there that is worth looking at and I don’t want to deprive
anyone of any of this wonderfulness.”...
Librarian in Black, Aug. 1
bookshelves [http://www.imls.gov/news/2008/080508.shtm]
776 museums, libraries, and archives,
[http://www.imls.gov/news/2008/080508_list.shtm] representing every
state, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands,
and Guam, have been selected to receive the Institute of Museum and
Library Services’ Connecting to Collections Bookshelf. The contents of
the bookshelf were selected by a blue ribbon panel of conservation
experts; it includes an essential set of books, online resources, and a
user&rsquo;s guide that can profoundly affect the ability of small
libraries and museums to care for their collections....
Institute of Museum and Library Services, Aug. 5
The rush to save Timbuktu&#8217;s crumbling manuscripts
[http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/0,1518,569560,00.html]
Fabled Timbuktu, once the site of the world’s southernmost Islamic
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university, harbors thousands upon thousands of long-forgotten
manuscripts. But the legacy of the Malian oasis, written with ink made
from gallnuts, is beginning to fade. Roughly a dozen academic
institutions are now involved in saving and evaluating the documents. The
French are developing a database, while the United States has donated a
device to digitize the damaged documents. The Norwegian cities of Oslo
and Bergen are training locals to become conservators....
Der Spiegel, Aug. 1
21st-century skills map released
[http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id
=458&Itemid=64]
The 21st Century Skills and Social Studies Map (PDF file
[http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/documents/ss_map.pdf]), developed by
the Partnership for 21st Century Skills and the National Council for the
Social Studies, shows educators how to align teaching and learning to the
demands of the 21st century by providing lesson examples that combine
core skills like critical thinking, creativity, and innovation with
interdisciplinary themes. It is the first in a series of core content
maps designed for educators, administrators, and policymakers. Other maps
will be available for mathematics, English, geography, and science
throughout 2008 and 2009....
Partnership for 21st Century Skills, July 17
[http://www.flickr.com/photos/digitalbookmobile/2737322380/]Digital
Bookmobile to set out from Central Park
[http://www.marketwatch.com/news/story/digital-bookmobile-national-tour-kic
ks/story.aspx?guid=%7B965ABA56-6865-4187-86A1-5B9B7496C643%7D&dist=hppr]
The Digital Bookmobile [http://www.digitalbookmobile.com/] will launch a
national tour promoting audiobook, e-book, music, and video downloads
from public libraries on August 10 in New York City’s Central Park. The
digital download event, held in association with the New York Public
Library, creates an engaging experience around the library’s Virtual Branch
download website. The Digital Bookmobile will continue to promote digital
books from public libraries through 2009 with events scheduled across
North America....
Market Wire, Aug. 6
Contest: What I wish everyone knew about librarians
[http://smartpoodlepublishing.com/blog/?page_id=312]
Smart Poodle Publishing in Hollywood, Florida, is sponsoring a writing
contest for librarians. Entrants must submit
[mailto:smartpoodle@comcast.net] an essay of up to 1,500 words describing
what they wish everyone knew about librarians. For example, as Dani
Vaughn-Tucker writes,
[http://curiouschild.wordpress.com/2008/07/31/writing-contest-for-librarian
s/] “we&rsquo;re not all bun-donning-sensible-shoe-wearing ladies garbed
in black cardigans cradling a cat waiting to shush the first person who
violates the ‘No Talking’ policy.” There are three prizes of $500, $100,
and $50. The deadline is December 1....
Smart Poodle Publishing; Curious Child’s Library Wanderings, July 31
[http://flickr.com/photos/george_eastman_house/2678177544/in/set-7215760622
6772243/]New partners for Flickr Commons
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/august/080608.txt[7/17/2014 1:36:19 PM]

[http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/2008/07/new-partners-for-flickr-commons
.html]
The George Eastman House [http://flickr.com/photos/george_eastman_house/]
and the Biblioth&egrave;que de Toulouse
[http://flickr.com/photos/bibliothequedetoulouse/] have joined Flickr
Commons [http://flickr.com/commons] and are providing open access to some
of their images there. The woman dressed as an Egyptian dancer (right) is
an autochrome provided by the George Eastman House. The Lumière brothers,
inventors of the motion picture camera, invented the autochrome process
in 1904. (The Biblioteca de Arte-Funda&ccedil;&atilde;o Calouste
Gulbenkian [http://www.flickr.com/photos/biblarte/] is also providing
access to part of its collection on Flickr, though not as part of the
Commons project.)...
Open Access News, July 28
LC Junior Fellows unearth treasures [http://www.loc.gov/blog/?p=310]
Matt Raymond writes: “Every year for the past few years, thanks to the
generosity of the late Mrs. Jefferson Patterson and the James Madison
Council, as many as 50 interns have come to the Library of Congress
through its Junior Fellows program
[http://www.loc.gov/today/pr/2008/08-113.html]. They spend several weeks
during the summer combing through both uncataloged copyright deposits and
collections acquired through gifts, looking for hidden gems. This year,
200 items were showcased, including a rare first-edition piece of
instrumental sheet music for the Maple Leaf Rag by Scott Joplin
(1899).”...
Library of Congress Blog, Aug. 5
Time 2 Chime in Allen County [http://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/?p=525]
This 6-minute podcast begins with a selection from Time 2 Chime, a
performance by the Homeschool Handchime Choir at the Allen County (Ind.)
Public Library [http://acplkids.blogspot.com/search?q=handchime]. It was
performed during their 2008 spring concert. Children&rsquo;s Librarian
Mandy Goldfuss talks about the program, the challenges, and rewards....
ALSC Blog, Aug. 3
[http://www.flickr.com/photos/85009674@N00/2722420558/]Satirical maps of
the First World War
[http://bibliodyssey.blogspot.com/2008/08/dogs-of-war.html]
Paul K. writes: “The emergence of modern nation states (such as Germany
and Italy) following the mid-19th century revolutions in Europe provided
geopolitical material for satirical illustrators to exploit. The
serio-comic map caricature genre reached its peak of popularity at the
beginning of World War One. These humorous propaganda maps stirred
nationalistic fervor, mocked and belittled enemies, and even served as a
mnemonic tool for students to learn their geography.”...
BiblioOdyssey, Aug. 3
Take the metadata survey [https://vovici.com/wsb.dll/s/473eg2ba32]
Jung-ran Park, assistant professor at the Drexel University iSchool, has
created an online survey on “Metadata Creation and Metadata Quality
Control across Digital Repositories: Evaluation of Current Practices.”
Funded by the Institute of Museum and Library Services, the project
examines the metadata creation process, the employment of controlled
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/august/080608.txt[7/17/2014 1:36:19 PM]

vocabulary schemes, metadata quality control measures, and new
competencies and skill sets demanded from cataloging professionals....
Drexel University iSchool, Aug. 6
NARA&#8217;s own records are difficult to access
[http://hnn.us/articles/52350.html]
Anthony Clark writes: “While researching my book on the history of
presidential libraries, I discovered a shocking but perhaps not
surprising situation: The National Archives and Records Administration is
improperly withholding its own records. Rather than abide by legislative
requirements and professional standards, NARA has chosen to avoid
accessioning and processing many (if not most) of its own records dating
back more than 40 years. Worse, officials have blocked access to the
records, perhaps due to concerns over possible criticism of the
agency.”...
History News Network, July 21
Copyright advocates urge WIPO to consider library concerns
[http://www.wo.ala.org/districtdispatch/?p=586]
On behalf of the Library Copyright Alliance, Janice Pilch, head of Slavic
and East European acquisitions at the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign, participated in a meeting of the World Intellectual
Property Organization’s Committee on Development and Intellectual
Property in Geneva, Switzerland, July 7–11. Through two formal statements
(PDF file
[http://www.wo.ala.org/districtdispatch/wp-content/uploads/2008/08/lca-andifla-wipo-statements.pdf])—one jointly issued with the International
Federation of Library Associations and Institutions—LCA urged committee
members to recognize and support the ongoing work that libraries
undertake as stakeholders in intellectual property issues....
District Dispatch, Aug. 4
The University of Tennessee at Chattanooga library video
[http://www.jasongriffey.net/wp/2008/07/29/utc-library-video/]
Jason Griffey writes: “Take a look at the Fall 2008 UTC Library video
that we&rsquo;ll be pushing out to students and new faculty this fall.
Created by a grad student, now adjunct professor, at UTC, Justin Lewis,
with direction from me (who basically just said things like ‘Make it
cool. Slow that down’). The vision was all his. I think it came out
remarkably cool.”...
Pattern Recognition, July 29
The Fairfield University library video
[http://faculty.fairfield.edu/mediacenter/library/]
Student Julie (played by Tess Brown) has to make many decisions at
Fairfield (Conn.) University’s DiMenna-Nyselius Library. Should she join
Matt for coffee? Ask for reference help? Watch a movie in the auditorium?
Work at a table? Use microfilm with Joey? Or walk on the beach? This
spoof of MTV’s Laguna Beach: The Real Orange County was directed,
produced, and edited by Bob Cammisa. (Beware, the latest version of Flash
is required to view it.) The library’s podcasts
[http://www.fairfield.edu/lib_podcasts.html] of how to use various
reference databases are also amusing....
DiMenna-Nyselius Library
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[http://www.rittenhouse.com/]
===========================================================================
[http://www.booklistonline.com/]
The August issue [http://www.booklistonline.com] of Booklist features the
Fall Reference Preview. Sign up here
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=general_info&id=64] to
receive REaD Alert, a free e-newsletter featuring quick links to a
hand-picked selection of book reviews, features, and special web-only
content from Booklist Online. The August 6 issue
[http://link.ixs1.net/s/ve?ei=8293010&si=6176287907&cfc=3html] offers an
interview with Laura Tillotson, the Booklist books for youth editorial
director (and Book Links editor). NEW! From Booklist.

In this issue
August 2008
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/tableofcontents/2008contents/aug2008.cfm]
Wikipedia and Literacy Skills
Reframing Gaming
Gratitude As a Catalyst
Speaking Technically
Details from Disneyland

ALA and the Guadalajara International Book Fair
[http://www.fil.com.mx/ingles/i_index.asp] are partnering for the ninth
year to provide support for ALA members to attend the 21st fair, November
29–December 3. Italy will be the Guest of Honor at FIL 2008. Free passes
will be awarded to 150 librarians who work in the area of
Spanish-language acquisitions or are working to build their
Spanish-language collection to better serve their community and users.
The deadline to apply
[http://ala.org/ala/iro/iroactivities/guadalajarabook.cfm] is August 17.
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Career Leads from
[http://joblist.ala.org/]
Director, Online Library Environment,
[http://joblist.ala.org/modules/jobseeker/controller.cfm?scr=jobdetail&jobi
d=11361] University of Virginia Library, Charlottesville. The Online
Library Environment is a comprehensive suite of tools and services to
provide access to the Library&rsquo;s physical and digital collections.
The Director responsible for leading the investigation and implementation
of emerging information technologies as well as managing the daily
operations for the library&rsquo;s access and delivery applications. The
Director will head a newly formed department of technologists and
librarians in carrying out this activity....
@ More jobs [http://joblist.ala.org/]...

Digital Library of the Week
[http://contentdm.auctr.edu/cdm4/item_viewer.php?CISOROOT=%2FGSBG&CISOPTR=1
25&DMSCALE=65.14658&DMWIDTH=600&DMHEIGHT=600&DMMODE=viewer&DMFULL=0&DMOLDSC
ALE=13.29787&DMX=0&DMY=0&DMTEXT=&DMTHUMB=1&REC=18&DMROTATE=0&x=34&y=39]
A Digital Collection Celebrating the Founding of the Historically Black
College and University [http://hbcudigitallibrary.auctr.edu/] is a
collection of primary resources from HBCU libraries and archives. It
includes over 1,000 scanned pages and represents HBCU libraries’ first
collaborative effort to make a historic collection digitially available.
Collections are contributed from member libraries of the Historically
Black College and University Library Alliance. The collection includes
photographs, university correspondence, manuscripts, images of campus
buildings, alumni letters, memorabilia, and programs from campus events.
Do you know of a digital library collection that we can mention in this
AL Direct feature? Tell us about it. [mailto:aldirect@ala.org]

Public Perception
How the World
Sees Us
“The biggest of libraries is wonderful, and a source I will still use,
what with online renewal and a large maximum limit of checked-out
material. However, the smallest of libraries also has its place. Yes,
it’s a quieter place and doesn’t make as big a splash, but it reminds me
that any place treasuring thoughts and ideas is a place to be revered,
respected, and above all, visited on a regular basis.”
?Writer Sandra Miller-Louden, reflecting on her experience at the small
Salisbury (Pa.) Public Library, in “The Biggest of Libraries, the
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/august/080608.txt[7/17/2014 1:36:19 PM]

Smallest of Libraries,” Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, Aug. 3.

ALA TechSource, in collaboration with ACRL, ALCTS, ALSC, and LITA,
invites you to join us for the Gaming, Learning, and Libraries Symposium,
[http://gaming.techsource.ala.org/index.php/Main_Page] the year&rsquo;s
most exciting event devoted to gaming and literacy, research, and
accessibility, November 2–4, in Oak Brook, Illinois. Keynote speakers
include Andrew Bub, Lawrence Kutner, and Mark Prensky.
Ask the ALA Librarian

Q. Where can I find a list of the dates for ALA’s events for 2008 through
2009—Banned Books Week, National Library Week, Teen Read Week, etc.? Do
you have such a list of future dates all on one page?
A. Yes! There is a list of the 2008 through 2009 dates for ALA's various
forthcoming library, literature, and literacy events on the Library
Promotions and Events
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pio/otherinit/initiatives.cfm] web page compiled
by ALA’s Public Information Office. ALA’s upcoming event dates are also
part of the Calendar of Library Events
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/calendar/calendar.cfm] by American
Libraries magazine, which also lists the dates for ALA division and
chapter conferences, and continuing education courses and dates for
non-ALA conferences, institutes, workshops, continuing education
programs, and online courses. For a list of both ALA and non-ALA events,
see also the Promotional Opportunities
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Promotional_Opportunities]
section of this wiki. From the ALA Professional Tips wiki
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Dates_for_ALA_Events_for_2
008-2009].
@ The ALA Librarian [mailto:AskTheLibrarian@ala.org] welcomes your
questions.

Calendar
Aug. 21:
OpenURL Implementation: Link Resolution that Users Will Love
[http://www.niso.org/news/events/2008/webinars/openurl/]. Webinar
sponsored by ALCTS and the National Information Standards Organization.
Sept. 9&ndash;10:
Marketing
[http://www.pla.org/ala/pla/plaevents/cplacourses/CPLAcourses.cfm],
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/august/080608.txt[7/17/2014 1:36:19 PM]

Southern Adirondack Library System, Saratoga Springs, New York. Certified
Public Library Administrator course sponsored by PLA.
Sept. 16&ndash;17:
Strategic HR
[http://www.pla.org/ala/pla/plaevents/cplacourses/CPLAcourses.cfm],
Mid-Continent Public Library Administrative Center, Independence,
Missouri. Certified Public Library Administrator course sponsored by PLA.
Sept. 16&ndash;17:
Budget and Finance
[http://www.pla.org/ala/pla/plaevents/cplacourses/CPLAcourses.cfm],
Washington State Library, Olympia. Certified Public Library Administrator
course sponsored by PLA.
Oct. 6&ndash;
Oct. 31:
Reading Instruction and Children's Books
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alsc/alscevents/alscweb/reading_instruction.cfm].
Online course sponsored by ALSC.
Oct. 6&ndash;
Oct. 31:
The Tech Savvy Booktalker
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alsc/alscevents/alscweb/techsavvybook.cfm].
Online course sponsored by ALSC.
Oct. 20&ndash;
Nov. 14:
The Technology-Enhanced Library Professional
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alsc/alscevents/alscweb/techenhancedlibprof.cfm].
Online course sponsored by ALSC.
Oct. 6&ndash;
Nov. 14:
Sharing Poetry with Children
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alsc/alscevents/alscweb/sharingpoetry.cfm].
Online course sponsored by ALSC.
Oct. 20&ndash;24:
PLA Boot Camp 4: Intensive Library Management Training,
[http://www.pla.org/ala/pla/plaevents/travelingwksp/resultsbootcamp/results
bootcamp.cfm] Cleveland, Ohio. Application is required by September 22.
Oct. 21&ndash;23:
National Institutes for Tribal Archives, Libraries, and Museums
[HTTP://www.tribalconference.org], Cherokee Resort and Casino, Tulsa,
Oklahoma. &ldquo;Training for American Indian Library Services.&rdquo;
Nov. 7:
Brick and Click Library Symposium [http://brickandclick.org/], Northwest
Missouri State University, Maryville.
Nov. 13&ndash;15:
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/august/080608.txt[7/17/2014 1:36:19 PM]

Fleur Cowles Flair Symposium [http://www.hrc.utexas.edu/flair/],
University of Texas at Austin. &ldquo;Creating a Usable Past: Writers,
Archives, and Institutions.&rdquo;
Dec. 9&ndash;10:
Persistence of Memory: Sustaining Digital Collections
[http://www.nedcc.org/about/news.pom.php], InterContinental Chicago Hotel.
@ More [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/calendar/calendar.cfm]...
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U.S. & World News
IFLA Conference showcases Québecois
culture

Canada played host to the 74th World Library and
Information Congress of the International Federation
of Library Associations and Institutions, August 10–
14, in Québec. The annual IFLA conference is the
largest and most diverse international gathering of
library and information science professionals in the
world. The five-day conference offered more than
3,280 delegates from 150 nations an opportunity to
meet colleagues from around the globe, to hone their skills at 224
sessions, and to enjoy the cultural offerings of the host city. Kicking
off an elaborate opening session, Canadian Governor General
Michaëlle Jean (right) welcomed the delegates to the 400th
anniversary celebration of the founding of Québec City....
American Libraries Online, Aug. 13

Mexico wins $1-million Gates
Access Award

A computer and internet training program
designed to help some of Mexico’s poorest
people gain educational and economic
opportunities has been awarded the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation’s 2008 Access to
Learning Award, presented August 13 at the IFLA Congress in
Québec City, Canada. The award of $1 million went to the
Vasconcelos Program in Mexico’s Veracruz state “for its innovative
efforts to connect people to information and knowledge through free
access to computers, the internet, and training.”...
American Libraries Online, Aug. 13

FBI ties seized library computers
to anthrax case

A week after removing two public-access
computers from the Frederick County (Md.)
Public Libraries’ C. Burr Artz Library (right),
the FBI has obtained a court order to search
the machines for clues to their use on July
24 by Army scientist Bruce Ivins. A suspect in the 2001 anthrax

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/august/081308.htm[7/17/2014 1:36:25 PM]

If you work in one of
the nearly 80% of
public libraries deemed
small (serving
populations of 25,000
or fewer), then
Herbert Landau’s
Small Public Library
Survival Guide will
give you tested and
practical techniques to
ensure your library’s
growth. His customercentric approaches
have brought in
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letter attacks who killed himself July 29, Ivins was under surveillance
by agents who observed him going to the library and accessing a
website about the case, according to a search warrant request
granted August 7 in the U.S. District Court for the District of
Columbia....
American Libraries Online, Aug. 8

Long Beach budget proposes library closure

The mayor and city manager of Long Beach, California, has proposed
closing the downtown library to the public while expanding hours at
neighborhood branches, as part of the city’s effort to eliminate a
$17-million shortfall. The budget, which must be approved by and
may be altered by the city council, would expand service at each of
the 11 neighborhood branches to seven days a week. The proposal
has triggered a backlash from downtown residents, including author
Ray Bradbury, who accused the port town of being “at war with the
printed word and books.”...

resources, volunteers,
and in-kind donations,
earning local and
national awards for a
small library faced with
funding cuts. NEW!
From ALA Editions.
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American Libraries Online, Aug. 8

Sacramento board rejects grand jury report
findings

The Sacramento (Calif.) Public Library governing board met August 6
to approve a 21-page response to a scathing county grand jury
report that charged both the board and library director Anne Marie
Gold with mismanagement. The board response essentially rejects
most of the panel’s findings and ignores the recommendation that
Gold be replaced. The board declined to respond to criticism of Gold’s
performance because employee appraisals should not be discussed in
a public document....
American Libraries Online, Aug. 8

Oregon libraries regroup without
timber subsidies

On August 9, the town of Tualatin, Oregon,
celebrated the dedication of its new $9.1million city library. Four years in the making,
Tualatin Public Library was built thanks to a
combination of capital-improvement bonds
approved in 2004 and revenue earmarked for
increased library expenses from property
development in the city, which is situated in Washington County. “We
wanted to have people walk in and say ‘Wow,’ and that’s what we’re
hearing,” Library Manager Darrel Condra said....

Wikipedia and
Literacy Skills
Reframing Gaming
Gratitude As a
Catalyst
Speaking
Technically
Details from
Disneyland

American Libraries Online, Aug. 13

ALA News
Mean librarian salaries up 2% in 2008

Analysis of data from more than 1,010 public and academic libraries
showed that the mean salary for librarians with ALA-accredited
master’s degrees increased 2% from 2007, up $1,151 to
$57,809. The median ALA MLS salary was $53,251, and salaries
ranged from $22,000 to $331,200. Results are reported in the 2008

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/august/081308.htm[7/17/2014 1:36:25 PM]

Banned Books Week,
September 27–October
4, 2008, is the 27th
annual celebration of
the freedom to read.
The week will kick off
in Chicago, with a
Read-Out! The event
will feature popular
banned or challenged
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edition of the ALA-APA Salary Survey: Librarian—Public and
Academic, published by the ALA–Allied Professional Association....

Unionized library workers
earn more

A study conducted by the ALA–Allied
Professional Association and the
Department for Professional Employees,
AFL-CIO, has revealed that salaries in
unionized public and academic libraries were higher than those in
nonunion libraries for staff in positions that do not require an ALAaccredited master’s degree. The findings are published in The Union
Difference for Library Workers....

Virtual poster sessions

This year, under ALA President Jim Rettig’s leadership, members will
have new opportunities to participate in ALA and to communicate
their success stories. One of these opportunities is an ALA-wide
virtual poster session. The first of two sessions will debut this fall. Its
focus is “Community Central.” Share your experiences of making
your library vital in your community. The deadline for submissions is
November 15....

Star in your own READ mini poster

Jenny Levine writes: “One of the fun projects I’ve
gotten to shepherd at work is now available for you to
play with—the READ Mini Poster Generator. Useful for
web badges, profile pictures, and especially graphics
for events such as Banned Books Week (which is
coming up in September). It’s just like the generators
on fd’s Flickr Toys because it was created by John
Watson, Mr. fd himself. If you post yours to Flickr, be
sure to add it to the READ posters pool.”...
The Shifted Librarian, Aug. 7

AL Focus
Young Adult Literature
Symposium 2008

The first-ever YALSA Young Adult
Literature Symposium will be held
November 7–9 in Nashville, Tennessee. In
this preview (2:14) of what to expect,
YALSA members Stephanie Squicciarini,
Kim Patton, and Jennifer Balaca talk about
the scheduled authors (including Marc
Aronson, Coe Booth, and Julie Ann Peters), the opportunities for
librarians to network, and the symposium theme of “How We Read
Now.” Produced by Linda W. Braun....

authors and local
Chicago celebrities on
Saturday, September
27, from noon to 4
p.m., at 401 N.
Michigan Ave., Pioneer
Plaza. Banned Books
Week is now on
Facebook and
MySpace.

Career Leads
from

Library Director, City
of Faribault, Minnesota,
40 miles south of the
Twin Cities in the heart
of lake and river
recreation area.
Starting salary range of
$64,481–$72,891 with
excellent benefits.
Position reports to
Buckham Center
director and works with
City Council and Rice
County on budget
considerations. Exciting
opportunity for
progressive, teambuilding individual.
Performs responsible
supervisory and
managerial work
overseeing the
operation of the city
library, including
planning and evaluating
the delivery of library
services to the city and
a portion of the
county....

@

More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week
Featured review: Reference

Ciment, James (editor). Encyclopedia of

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/august/081308.htm[7/17/2014 1:36:25 PM]
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the Jazz Age: From the End of World War
I to the Great Crash. Aug. 2008. 680p.
Sharpe, hardcover (978-0-7656-8078-5).
This encyclopedia focuses on the Roaring
Twenties—the years between the end of
World War I and the stock market crash of
1929. Featuring the contributions of more
than 80 scholars, academicians, and
independent researchers, the set is divided
into three main sections. The first is a series of multipage
essays authored by subject specialists and providing
background information and context for five broad scenarios.
The second section offers more than 300 alphabetically
arranged articles on influential people, places, events,
movements, trends, and other social and political forces that
shaped the decade. And the third section is a listing of more
than 100 “Cultural Landmarks” containing brief descriptions
of and critical commentary on representative works of art,
architecture, literature, film, theater, and music....

@

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

Division News
Free Teen Read Week publicity
resources

Some library PR professionals could find
themselves understaffed and underfunded to
launch a media campaign to publicize Teen Read
Week activities. The ALA Public Information Office
sat down with YALSA Communications Specialist Stephanie (Stevie)
Kuenn (above) to learn more about the free publicity tools the TRW
website has to offer. Listen to the podcast....
Visibility @ your library, Aug. 12

ALSC offers “Kids Reading List” for
Oprah

ALSC has teamed up with The Oprah Winfrey
Show to provide a Kids Reading List on the show’s
website. The list is divided into five age groups,
from infant to 2 through 12 and up. Each grouping
contains an annotated bibliography of librarian-recommended
reading. The website also provides a list of ways to make reading fun
for kids and other helpful tips for parents....

New Library Accessibility toolkit

A team of volunteers in conjunction with ASCLA has developed
Library Accessibility: What You Need to Know, a toolkit that provides
critical information and tips for librarians and staff in all types of
libraries. Edited by Monique DeLatte, this toolkit of 15 concise
documents outlines the challenges faced by disabled patrons and
offers methods for delivering one-on-one library services to these
groups. Each can be downloaded from the ASCLA website....
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The Pennsylvania
German Broadsides
and Fraktur digital site
includes some 270
images from the
holdings of Rare Books
and Manuscripts in the
Special Collections
Library of Pennsylvania
State University.
Fraktur (the word is
both singular and
plural) is a German
word that originally
described a type of
printing similar to Old
English Gothic. The
term today refers to
drawings on paper
made with pen, ink,
and watercolor, using
fancy penmanship and
illustrations such as
birds, hearts, flowers,
and angels. Fraktur
were commonly used in
the 18th and 19th
centuries to document
births and baptisms,
marriages, and house
blessings. The collection
also includes broadsides
(sheets of paper printed
on one side only, such
as commentaries on
religious texts and
political events) and
German-language
newspapers. These
documents provide
insight into the
everyday life of German
immigrants and show
the process of
acculturation of German
settlers to their new
environment.
Do you know of a digital
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Save by registering now for the LITA National
Forum

The early bird registration deadline is approaching for the 2008 LITA
National Forum, “Technology and Community: Building the Techno
Community Library,” to be held October 16–19 at the Hilton
Netherland Plaza Hotel in Cincinnati, Ohio. Prior to August 15, the
registration rates are $50 lower. Online registration is available, or
you may fax or mail your completed registration form....

ACRL on The Desk and Beyond

ACRL has released a new publication, The Desk and
Beyond: Next Generation Reference Services, edited
by Sarah Steiner and M. Leslie Madden of Georgia
State University. The book provides a thorough
exploration of the present and possible future
applications of 11 of the most promising new
reference delivery methods. This forward-looking
collection is intended to provide inspiration for
potential new digital and physical reference services at academic
libraries....

Awards
New Carnegie/New York Times I Love My Librarian
Award
The Carnegie Corporation of New York has granted ALA $489,000 to
support a new Carnegie/New York Times I Love My Librarian Award.
Administered by ALA’s Public Information Office and Campaign for
America’s Libraries, the award will launch this year and will continue
annually through 2013. The award encourages library users to
recognize the accomplishments of librarians for their efforts to
improve the lives of people in their community....

Apply for next year’s National
Library Week grant

Libraries of all types are invited to apply for the $3,000 Scholastic
Library Publishing National Library Week Grant, which will be
awarded to the library with the best public-awareness campaign
incorporating the 2009 National Library Week theme, “Worlds
connect @ your library.” All proposals must use the “@ your library”
theme on promotional material supporting NLW activities. The
deadline to apply is October 17....

Young Adult Literature Symposium stipend winners

library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.

Public
Perception
How the World
Sees Us

“Think of the library
system as
something akin to
the open-source
movement before
software.
Subsidized
institutions buy
books, subscribe to
journals and
proprietary
databases, and pay
people to help you
find ‘stuff,’ all
essentially at no
cost to you.... While
you may not get
instant gratification
from a library, and
few if any are really
cutting-edge when
it comes to their use
of web
technologies, there
is something to be
said for the diversity
and quality of
information they
provide you in your
daily development
tasks.”
—William Hicks, in “Getting
the Most out of Your
Library,” Digital Web
Magazine, Aug. 12.

Lisa Lintner-Sizemore, a branch manager, and Laura Anne Lowe, an
LIS student, will receive stipends for attending the 2008 Young Adult
Literature Symposium. The symposium will take place November 7–9
at the Millennium Maxwell House Hotel in Nashville, Tennessee. The
two will receive up to $1,000 to assist with travel and registration for
this inaugural symposium....

Edwards Trust to sponsor teen literature award

The Margaret A. Edwards Trust is the new sponsor of YALSA’s award
for outstanding young adult reading or literature programs. The
award will now be known as the MAE Award for the Best Literature
Program for Teens. The award honors a YALSA member for
developing an outstanding reading or literature program for young
adults....
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/august/081308.htm[7/17/2014 1:36:25 PM]

ALSC is offering ten $100
cash prizes to libraries
for the best use of Kids!
@ your library campaign
materials. Contest entry is
easy. In one page or less,
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2008 Rita Award winners

The Romance Writers of America handed out its 2008
Rita Awards—named after RWA’s first president, Rita
Clay Estrada—at the San Francisco Marriott Hotel
August 1. Terri Garey won the Best First Book Award
for Dead Girls Are Easy (right, HarperCollins), Janice
Johnson won the Best Contemporary Series Romance
Award for Snowbound (Harlequin), and Madeline
Hunter won the Best Historical Romance for Lessons
of Desire (Bantam Dell)....
Romance Writers of America

2008 Hugo Award winners

The results of the 2008 Hugo Awards, as announced at
Denvention 3, the 66th World Science Fiction
Convention, in Denver on August 9 include Michael
Chabon’s The Yiddish Policeman’s Union (HarperCollins)
for Best Novel, and Jeff Prucher’s Brave New Words:
The Oxford Dictionary of Science Fiction (right, Oxford
University) for Best Related Book....

tell us how your library
has used campaign
materials from the tool kit
and the results you have
achieved. Entries may
include photos or samples
of materials used. Contest
entries are due on
October 15, and winners
will be announced at the
2009 ALA Midwinter
Meeting.

Ask the ALA
Librarian

Hugo Awards, Aug. 9

IFLA/OCLC Early Career Development Fellows

OCLC President Jay Jordan named the IFLA/OCLC Fellows for 2009
during the International Federation of Library Associations and
Institutions’ World Library and Information Congress in Québec City,
Canada, August 11. The program will support six library and
information professionals from Uganda, Armenia, Kenya, Pakistan,
Zambia, and Serbia with advanced continuing education and
exposure to a broad range of issues in information technologies,
library operations, and global cooperative librarianship....
OCLC, Aug. 11

Escondido librarian wins regional
texting contest

Joanna Axelrod (right), youth services librarian at
Escondido (Calif.) Public Library’s East Valley branch,
is known for her speedy texts that update friends and
family about stuff both big and small. She won the
San Diego regional texting contest in June sponsored
by LG Electronics, then flew to New York City in July to vie for the
$50,000 prize in the national text-messaging competition. Axelrod
was eliminated in the first round, but her coolness factor has
definitely gone up several notches in the eyes of the teens she works
with at the library....
San Marcos (Calif.) Today’s Local News, Aug. 9

Seen Online
Cedar Rapids may need interim library for three
years

An initial estimate of 12–15 months to fix Cedar Rapids’ central
library is “just not realistic,” library board member Doug Elliott said
August 7. “We’re probably looking at least at three years,” said
Elliott, chairman of the board’s building committee. “That also affects
the kind of space we look at” to house the library while the
downtown building’s flood damage is repaired....
Cedar Rapids (Iowa) Gazette, Aug. 8
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Q. My summer
reading program
was successful in
bringing teens into
the library. Do you
have any pointers
for continuing to
bring this group in
during the school
year?
A. There are two ALA
initiatives that may
help. First, YALSA has
a program called Teen
Read Week. This
program is in its 11th
year and helps get
teens into the library
by showing them that
reading for fun is a
great option for
entertainment. While
there are extensive
resources for services
to teens, gaming is
gaining popularity at
many libraries (see
Gaming and Libraries
Update). To learn
more, ALA has a
selection of resources
on videogames
specifically for
librarians. In addition,
you might be
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Good times at the library

In the face of rising gas and food prices,
many financially strapped American
families are turning to the library this
summer for a fun and free alternative to
heavy spending. Pearl Yonezawa, senior
librarian at the Los Angeles Public
Library’s Los Feliz branch, says visits are
up 10% (about 25,000) this year, part
of a nationwide trend. As CBS journalist Bill Whitaker says in this
2:06 news story, “When it comes to affordable family fun, librarians
wrote the book.”...
CBS Evening News, Aug. 9

interested in attending
the ALA TechSource
Gaming, Learning,
and Libraries
Symposium,
November 2–4, in Oak
Brook, Illinois. From
the ALA Professional
Tips wiki.

@ The ALA Librarian
welcomes your
questions.

Are successful libraries worth reinvestment?

Jamie LaRue writes: “I’ve been pondering the difference between the
public and private sectors. Those of us in government often hear this
suggestion: Run it like a business! If our library were a business, the
market would call for investment. Double-digit growth in use every
year, and a proven record of tight fiscal management? By any
measure, the Douglas County (Colo.) Libraries is successful:
performance-oriented, forward-looking, an industry leader. In the
business world, you’d snap up more stock.”...
Douglas County (Colo.) News-Press, Aug. 7

Touch-a-Truck: Just another library
service

Calendar
Sept. 19–21:

Association for Rural
and Small Libraries,
Annual Conference,
Sacramento, California.
“Go West: Discover
Gold @ Your Library.”

The sound of kids laughing was drowned out by
the blaring of trucks’ horns August 9 during the
sixth annual Touch-a-Truck event at Ashland
(Ohio) Public Library. But no one seemed to
mind. Trucks from construction companies,
emergency responders, and the city were lined up in parking lots for
kids to climb on and examine. The fun signaled the grand finale of
the library’s Summer Reading program....

Sept. 24–25:

City librarian’s tip leads to hit-and-run arrest

Oct. 8–10:

Ashland (Ohio) Times-Gazette, Aug. 11

The search for a driver accused of running down and killing a pair of
elderly women over the weekend ended at the Santa Clara (Calif.)
City Library August 11, after a tip from the quick-thinking city
librarian. Karen Saunders was reading about the incident on a
website when she realized she had talked with the suspect the
previous week. Astonished, she looked around the library and saw
him again. And the wanted car was in the library garage....
San Jose (Calif.) Mercury News, Aug. 12

Shelkrot flunks retirement

When Elliot Shelkrot retired in December after 20 years at the helm
of the Free Library of Philadelphia, he was looking forward to being
alone and having vast stretches of free time to accomplish some pet
projects. But he got bored. In mid-July, he started a four-month
stint as interim director of the William Jeanes Memorial Library in
Lafayette Hill, Pennsylvania. “My wife says I flunked retirement,”
quipped Shelkrot....
Philadelphia Inquirer, Aug. 7

Kentucky governor advises libraries to yell, loudly

Gov. Steve Beshear took many questions August 6 at a town hall
meeting in Bowling Green, Kentucky, but his answer was generally
the same: The state needs more revenue. After Warren County Public
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Library Director Lisa Rice asked, “What can we do to make sure that
cuts (to state library services) don’t become permanent?” Beshear
said, “Start yelling loud. I need to hear it and these legislators need
to hear it.” He noted that his sister is a former librarian, so he knows
the value of such facilities and their needs....
Bowling Green (Ky.) Daily News, Aug. 7

Online overhaul at
Newburyport

The Newburyport (Mass.) Public
Library has been given a $50,000
online facelift, pro bono, by local
web development and interactive
marketing firm iMarc. Quietly launched late in July, the revamped
website offers a wealth of new features. Thanks in part to the deep
burgundy backdrop and stunning photo of the library surrounded by
a lush, springtime bloom (above), the site has an inviting warmth....
Newburyport (Mass.) Current, Aug. 8

Archivist gets prison for document thefts

A former archivist pleaded guilty August 6 to stealing more than
$50,000 worth of historic documents and artifacts from the New York
State Library and Archives in Albany which he then sold on the
internet or at collectors’ shows. Daniel D. Lorello admitted stealing
more than 1,600 items from the archives during his employment as
an archives and records management specialist with the state
Department of Education from January 1997 until he was arrested in
January 2008....
Troy (N.Y.) Record, Aug. 6

Humidity, mold threaten Alaskan college library
collection

Reporter Andi McDaniel attended a recent work party at Sheldon
Jackson College’s Stratton Library in Sitka, Alaska, to find out what
has happened to the some 7,000 rare books and photo archives after
the state’s oldest college (1878) shut its doors last year. It turns out
that former Stratton Library Director Ginny Blackson and other
volunteers are treating them for mold and other damage, packing
the oldest in boxes, and storing them indefinitely until the board of
trustees of the closed private institution decides what to do with the
collection....
KCAW-FM, Sitka, Alaska, July 28

Collector indicted in Transylvania library theft

A Jefferson Davis collector who is accused of taking letters and other
documents written by the Confederate president was indicted August
7 by a federal grand jury in Lexington, Kentucky. Eugene C. Zollman
of LaPorte, Indiana, who was arrested by federal authorities in May,
was charged with two counts of stealing objects of cultural heritage
from Transylvania University. Police think Zollman originally stole
some of the objects in 1994....
Lexington (Ky.) Herald-Leader, Aug. 8

Pillaging Iraqi history

Jon Wiener writes: “Worse things have
happened in Iraq, but the removal of the
Baath Party archives from the country—7
million pages that undoubtedly document
atrocities of the Saddam Hussein regime—
is significant. The documents were seized
shortly after the fall of Baghdad by Kanan Makiya, an Iraq-born
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emigré who teaches at Brandeis University and heads a private group
called the Iraq Memory Foundation. Despite protests from the
director of Iraq’s National Library and Archives, Saad Eskander, the
documents were shipped to the U.S. in 2006 by Makiya’s foundation
and in June deposited with the Hoover Institution at Stanford
University under a deal struck with Makiya.”...
Los Angeles Times, Aug. 8

How Jerusalem’s Russian Library was saved

Jerusalem’s Russian Library has always had to fight for its right to
exist. In early August, it fought its greatest battle yet, culminating in
a promise from the city to move it to the Clal Building on Jaffa Road.
With some 100,000 books, the library is the largest public Russianlanguage library outside the former Soviet Union, and has the world’s
largest collection of books translated from Hebrew to Russian. After
15 years at its current location, it needed to leave the premises by
September 1 to accommodate new building owners. Until last week,
there was no place for the collection to go....
Jerusalem Post, Aug. 7

Tech Talk
Facebook is the fastest-growing social network

Erick Schonfeld writes: “Even though Facebook is now the largest
social network in the world—with 132 million unique visitors in June—
it is also the fastest growing. According to figures compiled by
comScore, Facebook’s visitor growth is up 153% on an annual basis.
This compares to an anemic 3% growth for MySpace. Other social
networks showing strong global growth include Hi5 (100%) and
Friendster (50%), despite each of those being less than half the size
of Facebook. Orkut and Bebo fall in at 41% and 32% growth
respectively.”...
TechCrunch, Aug. 12

Ten weather-tracking gadgets
and sites

USA Today in May reported that the U.S.
has experienced a near-record number of
tornadoes this year, pushing the death toll
to 98 people, a 10-year high. Meteorologist
Geoff Fox told PC Magazine that we may be
seeing record numbers of tornados only
because they are much easier to track now. Everyone needs to be
aware of a deadly storm approaching, whether by checking
Weather.com, watching your local news channel, or investing in one
of these 10 handy weather-tracking gadgets and websites....
PC Magazine, Aug. 4; USA Today, May 13

Understanding web browser
vulnerabilities

Stefan Frei and three other security
systems experts examine the “insecurity
iceberg” of browsers that have not been
updated to the latest versions and most
secure plug-ins in this paper delivered at
DEF CON 16 in Las Vegas August 10. To
help combat existing and rapidly evolving threats such as malicious
drive-by downloads, they have proposed a concept of a “best before”
date for software and related mechanisms to tackle user
awareness....
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Techzoom.net, Aug. 10

12 tools that will soon go the way of fax and CDs

Dave Pollard writes: “How does the information behavior of
Millennials differ from those of previous generations, and what will
that mean for the tools they will and won’t be using in the future?
I’ve come up with a list of 12 tools, technologies, and other artifacts
that will probably disappear within the next generation, just as fax
essentially disappeared less than 20 years after it first became
popular, and just as CDs—which my generation thought were the last
word in music storage—are disappearing even faster.”...
How to Save the World, Aug. 5

Publishing
Controversy over The Jewel of Medina

A University of Texas scholar stands by her
assessment that a novel about the child bride of the
Muslim prophet Muhammad is deliberately provocative
and could incite outrage from fringe elements in the
Islamic community. Denise Spellberg, an associate
professor of history at the Austin campus, rejects
charges that she is squelching free speech and
argues that the book, The Jewel of Medina, takes too
many liberties with the facts. Author Sherry Jones says the historian
has smeared her book and her reputation and caused Random House
to cancel its publication. More details at Galleycat....
Chronicle of Higher Education, Aug. 11; Galleycat, Aug. 11

100 online places to connect
with bibliophiles

Laura Milligan writes: “Reading is no
longer an individual activity. Thanks to online book clubs, book
trading networks, social media sites just for librarians and book
lovers, and kids’ networks, connecting with your fellow bibliophiles
and gnashing about favorite books is easier than ever. Thanks to
these sites, you don’t have to wait for your friends to hurry up and
finish the book you just read: Chances are, there’s someone out
there dying to talk about it too.”...
Online Education Database, Aug. 5

My so-called picture book

Kati Golightly writes: “The graphic novel naissance—
comics renaissance—has provided entry for a new
way of seeing and engaging with picture books. The
marriage of picture with text or picture with wordless
narrative is no longer just the first step of the serious
American reader. Illustrated books with and without
words are accepted for all ages, thanks to the successes of the
graphic novel. Librarians must educate patrons that the picture book
is a format not always prescribed for very young children.”...
Alternative Teen Services, Aug. 6

A publishing primer

Rachel Toor writes: “When I taught a course about publishing last
winter, I learned from my students that much of what I say when I
talk about publishing is jargon. Until then, it had never occurred to
me how many terms of art there are in the world of book publishing.
I thought I would take this opportunity to explain some of its more
arcane terminology.” Like dingbats, French flaps, gutters, provisional
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contracts, and slush piles....

Chronicle of Higher Education, Aug. 11

Top 10 obscure but superb science
fiction novels

Even though literally tons of crappy SF gets
published every year, sometimes the absolute best
gets shuffled into obscurity. Here, then, are 10
novels that should have been elevated far above the
stink of the heap, but somehow never got the buzz
they deserve. Selections move from “should have
sold much better” to “should be considered a true
classic” as the list counts down....
The List Universe

ProQuest offers British foreign
policy documents

ProQuest has released the first online
version of Documents on British Policy
Overseas, providing scholars in history and
world affairs unprecedented access to the activities of Britain’s
diplomats and policymakers, from the build-up to World War I to the
Cold War. Until now, this valuable collection of primary source
materials was only available through three different print series. The
U.K. Foreign and Commonwealth Office has partnered with ProQuest
to make these materials available digitally....
ProQuest, Aug. 11

Jessica Duchen’s top 10 literary
Gypsies

Novelist, biographer, and classical music journalist
Jessica Duchen gives her top 10 list of Romani
characters in literature, including La Esméralda in
Victor Hugo’s The Hunchback of Notre Dame
(right). She writes: “It’s fascinating that century
after century, Gypsies [Roma] are both the most
romanticized people on earth and the most vilified.
This is almost as much the case now as it was two
centuries ago.”...
The Guardian (U.K.), Aug. 12

Actions & Answers
EPA library restoration pact finalized

An agreement (PDF file) between the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency and one of its unions to reopen shuttered libraries with
adequate librarian services and research facilities takes effect August
11. The agreement settles a grievance complaint prosecuted by the
American Federation of Government Employees Council 238 against
EPA for depriving scientists and other specialists of the tools needed
to do their jobs....
Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility, Aug. 11

Gómez to leave Urban Libraries Council
Urban Libraries Council President Martín Gómez will
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leave the organization on October 24 to become
director of the San Mateo County (Calif.)
Library. Gómez joined ULC as president in 2004,
immediately setting to work on an agenda to
strengthen the infrastructure of ULC to better serve
the membership. Among his new programs is ULC’s Foresight 2020,
which prepares libraries for the future by teaching them to be rapidlearning, rapid-responding organizations....
Urban Libraries Council, Aug. 12

Bowdoin College receives pop-up
book collection

Some 1,900 pop-up books have been donated
to the Bowdoin College Library’s George J.
Mitchell Department of Special Collections and
Archives in Brunswick, Maine, by alumnus and
collector Harry Goralnick. The 90 linear feet of
books cover a wide range—from children’s literature to pop culture
and even the Boston Red Sox (right). “This is an extraordinary
collection, and it instantly places Bowdoin among the nation’s top
repositories for toy and movable books,” said Richard Lindemann,
director of special collections. Watch the video (1:57)....
Bowdoin College, July 31; WCSH-TV, Portland, Maine, Aug. 6

Speaking of pop-up books

Watch this year-old video introduction
(2:00) to the Columbus (Nebr.) Public
Library using a pop-up book set that
combined digital still images and live
footage in three-dimensional space. The
submission was a Librareo contest entry
based on the theme of discovering a
new world at the library....
YouTube

Traveling libraries

Under the leadership of Melvil Dewey, New
York initiated a state-funded traveling
library system in 1892. Traveling libraries
were rotating collections that served to
extend library service to rural areas. These
small libraries—usually from 30 to 100
books—were located in a post office or
store with a volunteer acting as the caretaker of the collection.
Traveling libraries began in Wisconsin in 1896, when Senator J. H.
Stout of Menomonie privately funded a system of these libraries for
Dunn County. The bookcase pictured here is on display at the Dunn
County Historical Society’s Russell J. Rassbach Heritage Museum in
Menomonie....
Wisconsin Library Heritage Center

Connecting to Collections grants

The Institute of Museum and Library Services invites proposals for
the 2009 Connecting to Collections Statewide Planning Grants.
Applications for these collaborative grants should address the
recommendations published in the Heritage Health Index, which
found that many collections held in the public trust by libraries,
museums, and archives are at risk. The deadline for applications
(PDF file) is October 16....
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Institute of Museum and Library Services, Aug. 13

ERIC website adds information,
expands help

The Education Resources Information Center
has redesigned its website to include
improved navigation, expanded help and
training, an information area for librarians,
and a lighter visual design. ERIC has modified the site in response to
user feedback identified through emails, user research, and usability
testing....
ERIC, Aug. 3

Open access: Why it matters

Here are some notes on the importance of open access itself, quite
apart from possible secondary effects. Most of them are brief
excerpts of longer essays by Peter Suber. Included are moral and
pragmatic arguments for open access, getting the right knowledge to
the right users, and self-correction of knowledge....
PALINET Leadership Network, July 23

The National Federation of the Blind
Convention

Lindsey Dunn writes: “In early July, I attended
the National Federation of the Blind Convention,
an annual meeting that is the largest gathering
of blind and visually impaired people all over the world. This year’s
convention was in Dallas. One of the events we attended was a
Braille Book Fair, which was sponsored by the National Organization
of Parents of Blind Children division. At this event, the organization
had tables full of books written in Braille. When the doors opened,
the kids and parents rushed in, hungrily looking for good books they
could read by themselves.”...
YALSA Blog, July 27

Smashing across the U.S.

Kelly Czarnecki writes: “A mini-exhibition was held
August 9 for the Super Smash Brothers Brawl game,
released in the United States in March. Ann Arbor
(Mich.) District Library, Detroit Public Library, and
ImaginOn at the Public Library of Charlotte (N.C.)
and Mecklenburg County played against each other
with four teens per library. The game was broadcast
live on cable in Ann Arbor. I think playing other
libraries online can put the game in a larger context for teens and
therefore is more challenging to win. If your library would like to
participate in online game play, contact Eli Neiburger at AADL.”...
YALSA Blog, Aug. 11

Reforma advance registration ends
August 22

Reforma, the National Association to Promote
Library and Information Services to Latinos and the Spanishspeaking, is holding its third National Conference in El Paso, Texas,
September 18–21. The local arrangements committee has planned
several events showcasing El Paso and its sister city Ciudad Juárez.
Submit a completed registration form by mail or fax before August
22 to take advantage of the lower fees. An ALA Advocacy Institute,
“Making Our Voices Heard,” will take place on Thursday, September
18....
Reforma
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Reforma resolution on the arrest of a Latina library
worker
Reforma President Luis Chaparro has written an open letter of
concern over the recent arrest in North Carolina of Marxavi Angel
Martinez, a Latina staff member of the Graham Public Library in
Alamance County, North Carolina. To help address the financial
situation that her incarceration has placed on Martinez and her
family, Reforma has created a PayPal link on its website....
Librarian, July 30, Aug. 11

More students are switching to bikes

Many students in high school and college are moving toward using
bikes instead of cars. Try to get involved to show the library’s
support; make sure you have a bike rack outside the library;
encourage your own staff and students to participate (with
incentives); try a display of bike-related resources in the library; or
highlight your e-resources that students can access remotely, without
having to drive or bike to campus at all....
Going Green @ your library, Aug. 12; USA Today, Aug. 6

Read RSS in your language

Ken Varnum writes: “Mloovi takes a web page or
an RSS feed, runs it through Google’s translation
tool, and gives you a permalink for the translated output. So, if
you’ve been dying to read RSS4Lib in French, Russian, Arabic, or
Hindi, here’s your opportunity. Having permanent URLs for the
translation, whether for a web page or a feed, is exceptionally
handy.”...
RSS4Lib, Aug. 11

A million free covers from LibraryThing

A few days ago, just before hitting 30 million books,
LibraryThing hit one million user-uploaded covers. So,
they’ve decided to give them away—to libraries, to
bookstores, to everyone to put on their websites. The
process is patterned after the Amazon.com book
cover service. Covers come in three sizes. The catch?
To get covers, you’ll need a LibraryThing Developer
Key—any member can get one. This puts a top limit
on the number of covers you can retrieve per day—currently
1,000....
LibraryThing Blog, Aug. 6–7

The internet meme timeline

Underlying Inc. has created an
interactive view of the all the memes
that have swept across the internet
and burrowed into our zeitgeist. Built
from Wikipedia and Memelabs, the
timeline is open for you to add and
maintain. How old is “I can has cheezburger?” Answer: June 2006.
Do you remember “Bert is evil” (1997)? How about “HeadOn” (2006)
or the first Coke machine on the internet (1982)? There are list,
flipbook, and map versions for the timeline-impaired....
Dipity

Pew/Internet report: Search engine use

The percentage of internet users who use search engines on a typical
day has been steadily rising from about one-third of all users in
2002, to a new high of just under one-half (49%). With this increase,
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the number of those using a search engine on a typical day is pulling
ever closer to the 60% of internet users who use email, arguably the
internet’s all-time killer app, on a typical day....
Pew Internet and American Life Project, Aug. 6

Tour more than 50 virtual
worlds in seven minutes

Gary Hayes of Personalize Media created
this 2008 Metaverse Tour (6:58) that
covers such virtual environments as
Kaneva, Second Life, Google Lively, Gaia
Online, Club Penguin, Spore, Coke
Studios, and Virtual Ibiza. He writes:
“The video demonstrates how
ubiquitous, popular, and streamlined many of these spaces are
becoming across the intraweb / ‘cloud.’ With more than 300 million
frequenting or registering for the nongame-based worlds and millions
of new investment in second- and third-generation services, there
seems to be no stopping them.”...
Personalize Media, Aug. 5; YouTube, Aug. 4
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U.S. & World News
===========================================================================
IFLA Conference showcases Qu&eacute;becois culture
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/august2008/if
la2008.cfm]
Canada played host to the 74th World Library and Information Congress of
the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions,
August 10–14, in Québec. The annual IFLA conference is the largest and
most diverse international gathering of library and information science
professionals in the world. The five-day conference offered more than
3,280 delegates from 150 nations an opportunity to meet colleagues from
around the globe, to hone their skills at 224 sessions, and to enjoy the
cultural offerings of the host city. Kicking off an elaborate opening
session, Canadian Governor General Michaëlle Jean (right) welcomed the
delegates to the 400th anniversary celebration of the founding of Québec
City....
American Libraries Online, Aug. 13
Mexico wins $1-million Gates Access Award
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[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/august2008/ga
tesaccess2008.cfm]
A computer and internet training program designed to help some of
Mexico&rsquo;s poorest people gain educational and economic opportunities
has been awarded the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation&rsquo;s 2008
Access to Learning Award, presented August 13 at the IFLA Congress in
Québec City, Canada. The award of $1 million went to the Vasconcelos
Program in Mexico&rsquo;s Veracruz state &ldquo;for its innovative
efforts to connect people to information and knowledge through free
access to computers, the internet, and training.&rdquo;...
American Libraries Online, Aug. 13
FBI ties seized library computers to anthrax case
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/august2008/fb
igetscourtorder.cfm]
A week after removing two public-access computers from the Frederick
County (Md.) Public Libraries&rsquo; C. Burr Artz Library (right), the
FBI has obtained a court order to search the machines for clues to their
use on July 24 by Army scientist Bruce Ivins. A suspect in the 2001
anthrax letter attacks who killed himself July 29, Ivins was under
surveillance by agents who observed him going to the library and
accessing a website about the case, according to a search warrant request
granted August 7 in the U.S. District Court for the District of
Columbia....
American Libraries Online, Aug. 8
Long Beach budget proposes library closure
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/august2008/lo
ngbeachmainmightclose.cfm]
The mayor and city manager of Long Beach, California, has proposed
closing the downtown library to the public while expanding hours at
neighborhood branches, as part of the city&rsquo;s effort to eliminate a
$17-million shortfall. The budget, which must be approved by and may be
altered by the city council, would expand service at each of the 11
neighborhood branches to seven days a week. The proposal has triggered a
backlash from downtown residents, including author Ray Bradbury, who
accused the port town of being “at war with the printed word and
books.”...
American Libraries Online, Aug. 8
Sacramento board rejects grand jury report findings
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/august2008/sa
cramentodissesreport.cfm]
The Sacramento (Calif.) Public Library governing board met August 6 to
approve a 21-page response to a scathing county grand jury report that
charged both the board and library director Anne Marie Gold with
mismanagement. The board response essentially rejects most of the
panel&rsquo;s findings and ignores the recommendation that Gold be
replaced. The board declined to respond to criticism of Gold&rsquo;s
performance because employee appraisals should not be discussed in a
public document....
American Libraries Online, Aug. 8
Oregon libraries regroup without timber subsidies
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[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/august2008/or
egontimbermoney.cfm]
On August 9, the town of Tualatin, Oregon, celebrated the dedication of
its new $9.1-million city library. Four years in the making, Tualatin
Public Library was built thanks to a combination of capital-improvement
bonds approved in 2004 and revenue earmarked for increased library
expenses from property development in the city, which is situated in
Washington County. &ldquo;We wanted to have people walk in and say
&lsquo;Wow,&rsquo; and that&rsquo;s what we&rsquo;re hearing,&rdquo;
Library Manager Darrel Condra said....
American Libraries Online, Aug. 13
===========================================================================
[http://www.kylibasn.org/conferences620.cfm]
===========================================================================
ALA News
===========================================================================
Mean librarian salaries up 2% in 2008
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/august2008/APAlibrarysalarysurvey
.cfm]
Analysis of data from more than 1,010 public and academic libraries
showed that the mean salary for librarians with ALA-accredited
master&rsquo;s degrees increased 2% from 2007, up $1,151 to $57,809. The
median ALA MLS salary was $53,251, and salaries ranged from $22,000 to
$331,200. Results are reported in the 2008 edition of the ALA-APA Salary
Survey: Librarian&#8212;Public and Academic,
[http://www.ala.org/cfapps/salarysurvey/salarysurveyform/form.cfm]
published by the ALA–Allied Professional Association....
Unionized library workers earn more
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/august2008/APAuniondifference.cfm
]
A study conducted by the ALA–Allied Professional Association and the
Department for Professional Employees, AFL-CIO, has revealed that
salaries in unionized public and academic libraries were higher than
those in nonunion libraries for staff in positions that do not require an
ALA-accredited master&rsquo;s degree. The findings are published in The
Union Difference for Library Workers
[http://www.ala-apa.org/salaries/salaries.html]....
Virtual poster sessions
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/august2008/rettigposter.cfm]
This year, under ALA President Jim Rettig&rsquo;s leadership, members
will have new opportunities to participate in ALA and to communicate
their success stories. One of these opportunities is an ALA-wide virtual
poster session. The first of two sessions will debut this fall. Its focus
is &ldquo;Community Central.&rdquo; Share your experiences of making your
library vital in your community. The deadline for submissions is November
15....
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[http://www.flickr.com/photos/shifted/2740570793/]Star in your own READ
mini poster
[http://theshiftedlibrarian.com/archives/2008/08/07/star-in-your-own-read-m
ini-poster.html]
Jenny Levine writes: “One of the fun projects I&rsquo;ve gotten to
shepherd at work is now available for you to play with—the READ Mini
Poster Generator
[http://www.ala.org/ala/productsandpublications/READ_Mini_Posters.cfm].
Useful for web badges, profile pictures, and especially graphics for
events such as Banned Books Week [http://ala.org/bbooks] (which is coming
up in September). It&rsquo;s just like the generators on fd&rsquo;s
Flickr Toys [http://bighugelabs.com/] because it was created by John
Watson, Mr. fd himself. If you post yours to Flickr, be sure to add it to
the READ posters pool [http://flickr.com/groups/readposters/].”...
The Shifted Librarian, Aug. 7
AL Focus
===========================================================================
Young Adult Literature Symposium 2008
[http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/young-adult-literature-symposium-2008]
The first-ever YALSA Young Adult Literature Symposium will be held
November 7–9 in Nashville, Tennessee. In this preview (2:14) of what to
expect, YALSA members Stephanie Squicciarini, Kim Patton, and Jennifer
Balaca talk about the scheduled authors (including Marc Aronson, Coe
Booth, and Julie Ann Peters), the opportunities for librarians to
network, and the symposium theme of “How We Read Now.” Produced by Linda
W. Braun....

Featured review: Reference
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=2664713]
Ciment, James (editor). Encyclopedia of the Jazz Age: From the End of
World War I to the Great Crash. Aug. 2008. 680p. Sharpe, hardcover
(978-0-7656-8078-5).
This encyclopedia focuses on the Roaring Twenties&mdash;the years between
the end of World War I and the stock market crash of 1929. Featuring the
contributions of more than 80 scholars, academicians, and independent
researchers, the set is divided into three main sections. The first is a
series of multipage essays authored by subject specialists and providing
background information and context for five broad scenarios. The second
section offers more than 300 alphabetically arranged articles on
influential people, places, events, movements, trends, and other social
and political forces that shaped the decade. And the third section is a
listing of more than 100 &ldquo;Cultural Landmarks&rdquo; containing
brief descriptions of and critical commentary on representative works of
art, architecture, literature, film, theater, and music....
@ Visit Booklist Online [http://www.booklistonline.com] for other reviews
and much more....
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Division News
===========================================================================
Free Teen Read Week publicity resources
[http://www.pio.ala.org/visibility/?p=137]
Some library PR professionals could find themselves understaffed and
underfunded to launch a media campaign to publicize Teen Read Week
activities. The ALA Public Information Office sat down with YALSA
Communications Specialist Stephanie (Stevie) Kuenn (above) to learn more
about the free publicity tools the TRW website
[http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/teenreading/trw/trw2008/index.cfm] has to
offer. Listen to the podcast
[http://www.pio.ala.org/visibility/wp-content/uploads/TRW08Podcast.mp3]....
Visibility @ your library, Aug. 12
ALSC offers &#8220;Kids Reading List&#8221; for Oprah
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/august2008/ALSCoprah.cfm]
ALSC has teamed up with The Oprah Winfrey Show to provide a Kids Reading
List
[http://www.oprah.com/article/oprahsbookclub/kidsreadinglist/pkgkidsreading
list/20080701_orig_kids_books] on the show&rsquo;s website. The list is
divided into five age groups, from infant to 2 through 12 and up. Each
grouping contains an annotated bibliography of librarian-recommended
reading. The website also provides a list of ways to make reading fun for
kids and other helpful tips for parents....
New Library Accessibility toolkit
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/august2008/ASCLAtoolkit.cfm]
A team of volunteers in conjunction with ASCLA has developed Library
Accessibility: What You Need to Know, a toolkit that provides critical
information and tips for librarians and staff in all types of libraries.
Edited by Monique DeLatte, this toolkit of 15 concise documents outlines
the challenges faced by disabled patrons and offers methods for
delivering one-on-one library services to these groups. Each can be
downloaded
[http://www.ala.org/ala/ascla/asclaprotools/accessibilitytipsheets/] from
the ASCLA website....
Save by registering now for the LITA National Forum
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/august2008/LITAforum.cfm]
The early bird registration deadline is approaching for the 2008 LITA
National Forum, “Technology and Community: Building the Techno Community
Library,” to be held October 16–19 at the Hilton Netherland Plaza Hotel
in Cincinnati, Ohio. Prior to August 15, the registration rates are $50
lower. Online registration is available, or you may fax or mail your
completed registration form....
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog2&_pn=product_deta
il&_op=2635]The Desk and Beyond
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/august2008/ACRLdeskbeyond.cfm]
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ACRL has released a new publication, The Desk and Beyond: Next Generation
Reference Services, edited by Sarah Steiner and M. Leslie Madden of
Georgia State University. The book provides a thorough exploration of the
present and possible future applications of 11 of the most promising new
reference delivery methods. This forward-looking collection is intended
to provide inspiration for potential new digital and physical reference
services at academic libraries....
Awards
===========================================================================
I Love My Librarian Award
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/august2008/CampaignNYtimes.cfm]
The Carnegie Corporation of New York has granted ALA $489,000 to support
a new Carnegie/New York Times I Love My Librarian Award. Administered by
ALA&rsquo;s Public Information Office and Campaign for America&rsquo;s
Libraries, the award will launch this year and will continue annually
through 2013. The award encourages library users to recognize the
accomplishments of librarians for their efforts to improve the lives of
people in their community....
Apply for next year&#8217;s National Library Week grant
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/august2008/CampaignNLW.cfm]
Libraries of all types are invited to apply for the $3,000 Scholastic
Library Publishing National Library Week Grant, which will be awarded to
the library with the best public-awareness campaign incorporating the
2009 National Library Week theme, &ldquo;Worlds connect @ your
library.&rdquo; All proposals must use the “@ your library” theme on
promotional material supporting NLW activities. The deadline to apply is
October 17....
Young Adult Literature Symposium stipend winners
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/august2008/YALSAsymposiumwinners.
cfm]
Lisa Lintner-Sizemore, a branch manager, and Laura Anne Lowe, an LIS
student, will receive stipends for attending the 2008 Young Adult
Literature Symposium. The symposium will take place November 7–9 at the
Millennium Maxwell House Hotel in Nashville, Tennessee. The two will
receive up to $1,000 to assist with travel and registration for this
inaugural symposium....
Edwards Trust to sponsor teen literature award
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/august2008/YALSAedwardssponsor.cf
m]
The Margaret A. Edwards Trust is the new sponsor of YALSA’s award for
outstanding young adult reading or literature programs. The award will
now be known as the MAE Award for the Best Literature Program for Teens.
The award honors a YALSA member for developing an outstanding reading or
literature program for young adults....
2008 Rita Award winners
[http://www.rwanational.org/cs/contests_and_awards/2008_rita_winners]
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The Romance Writers of America handed out its 2008 Rita Awards—named
after RWA&rsquo;s first president, Rita Clay Estrada—at the San Francisco
Marriott Hotel August 1. Terri Garey won the Best First Book Award for
Dead Girls Are Easy (right, HarperCollins), Janice Johnson won the Best
Contemporary Series Romance Award for Snowbound (Harlequin), and Madeline
Hunter won the Best Historical Romance for Lessons of Desire (Bantam
Dell)....
Romance Writers of America
2008 Hugo Award winners [http://www.thehugoawards.org/]
The results of the 2008 Hugo Awards, as announced at Denvention 3, the
66th World Science Fiction Convention, in Denver on August 9 include
Michael Chabon’s The Yiddish Policeman’s Union (HarperCollins) for Best
Novel, and Jeff Prucher’s Brave New Words: The Oxford Dictionary of
Science Fiction (right, Oxford University) for Best Related Book....
Hugo Awards, Aug. 9
IFLA/OCLC Early Career Development Fellows
[http://www.oclc.org/us/en/news/releases/200830.htm]
OCLC President Jay Jordan named the IFLA/OCLC Fellows for 2009 during the
International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions&rsquo;
World Library and Information Congress in Québec City, Canada, August 11.
The program will support six library and information professionals from
Uganda, Armenia, Kenya, Pakistan, Zambia, and Serbia with advanced
continuing education and exposure to a broad range of issues in
information technologies, library operations, and global cooperative
librarianship....
OCLC, Aug. 11
Escondido librarian wins regional texting contest
[http://www.todayslocalnews.com/?sect=lifestyles&p=5612]
Joanna Axelrod (right), youth services librarian at Escondido (Calif.)
Public Library&rsquo;s East Valley branch, is known for her speedy texts
that update friends and family about stuff both big and small. She won
the San Diego regional texting contest in June sponsored by LG
Electronics, then flew to New York City in July to vie for the $50,000
prize in the national text-messaging competition. Axelrod was eliminated
in the first round, but her coolness factor has definitely gone up
several notches in the eyes of the teens she works with at the library....
San Marcos (Calif.) Today’s Local News, Aug. 9
Seen Online
===========================================================================
Cedar Rapids may need interim library for three years
[http://www.gazetteonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080808/NEWS/3482
11671/0/FRONTPAGE]
An initial estimate of 12–15 months to fix Cedar Rapids’ central library
is “just not realistic,” library board member Doug Elliott said August 7.
“We’re probably looking at least at three years,” said Elliott, chairman
of the board’s building committee. “That also affects the kind of space
we look at” to house the library while the downtown building’s flood
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damage is repaired....
Cedar Rapids (Iowa) Gazette, Aug. 8
Good times at the library
[http://www.cbsnews.com/sections/i_video/main500251.shtml?id=4335685]
In the face of rising gas and food prices, many financially strapped
American families are turning to the library this summer for a fun and
free alternative to heavy spending. Pearl Yonezawa, senior librarian at
the Los Angeles Public Library’s Los Feliz branch, says visits are up 10%
(about 25,000) this year, part of a nationwide trend. As CBS journalist
Bill Whitaker says in this 2:06 news story, “When it comes to affordable
family fun, librarians wrote the book.”...
CBS Evening News, Aug. 9
Are successful libraries worth reinvestment?
[http://www.dcnewspress.com/site/tab11.cfm?newsid=19898009&BRD=2713&PAG=461
&dept_id=560321&rfi=6]
Jamie LaRue writes: “I’ve been pondering the difference between the
public and private sectors. Those of us in government often hear this
suggestion: Run it like a business! If our library were a business, the
market would call for investment. Double-digit growth in use every year,
and a proven record of tight fiscal management? By any measure, the
Douglas County (Colo.) Libraries is successful: performance-oriented,
forward-looking, an industry leader. In the business world, you’d snap up
more stock.”...
Douglas County (Colo.) News-Press, Aug. 7
Touch-a-Truck: Just another library service
[http://www.times-gazette.com/news/article/4223041]
The sound of kids laughing was drowned out by the blaring of trucks’
horns August 9 during the sixth annual Touch-a-Truck event at Ashland
(Ohio) Public Library. But no one seemed to mind. Trucks from
construction companies, emergency responders, and the city were lined up
in parking lots for kids to climb on and examine. The fun signaled the
grand finale of the library’s Summer Reading program....
Ashland (Ohio) Times-Gazette, Aug. 11
City librarian&#8217;s tip leads to hit-and-run arrest
[http://www.mercurynews.com/ci_10174409]
The search for a driver accused of running down and killing a pair of
elderly women over the weekend ended at the Santa Clara (Calif.) City
Library August 11, after a tip from the quick-thinking city librarian.
Karen Saunders was reading about the incident on a website when she
realized she had talked with the suspect the previous week. Astonished,
she looked around the library and saw him again. And the wanted car was
in the library garage....
San Jose (Calif.) Mercury News, Aug. 12
Shelkrot flunks retirement
[http://www.philly.com/philly/news/local/26370299.html]
When Elliot Shelkrot retired in December after 20 years at the helm of
the Free Library of Philadelphia, he was looking forward to being alone
and having vast stretches of free time to accomplish some pet projects.
But he got bored. In mid-July, he started a four-month stint as interim
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director of the William Jeanes Memorial Library in Lafayette Hill,
Pennsylvania. “My wife says I flunked retirement,” quipped Shelkrot....
Philadelphia Inquirer, Aug. 7
Kentucky governor advises libraries to yell, loudly
[http://nl.newsbank.com/nl-search/we/Archives?p_action=doc&p_topdoc=1&p_doc
num=1&p_sort=YMD_date:D&p_product=BGDB&p_text_direct-0=document_id=(%201226
CBC17B2F6DA0%20)&p_docid=1226CBC17B2F6DA0&p_theme=bgdb&p_queryname=1226CBC1
7B2F6DA0&f_openurl=yes&p_nbid=&]
Gov. Steve Beshear took many questions August 6 at a town hall meeting in
Bowling Green, Kentucky, but his answer was generally the same: The state
needs more revenue. After Warren County Public Library Director Lisa Rice
asked, “What can we do to make sure that cuts (to state library services)
don&rsquo;t become permanent?&rdquo; Beshear said, “Start yelling loud. I
need to hear it and these legislators need to hear it.&rdquo; He noted
that his sister is a former librarian, so he knows the value of such
facilities and their needs....
Bowling Green (Ky.) Daily News, Aug. 7
Online overhaul at Newburyport
[http://www.wickedlocal.com/newburyport/news/x180431938/Online-overhaul-atthe-library]
The Newburyport (Mass.) Public Library has been given a $50,000 online
facelift, pro bono, by local web development and interactive marketing
firm iMarc. Quietly launched late in July, the revamped website
[http://www.newburyportpl.org/] offers a wealth of new features. Thanks
in part to the deep burgundy backdrop and stunning photo of the library
surrounded by a lush, springtime bloom (above), the site has an inviting
warmth....
Newburyport (Mass.) Current, Aug. 8
Archivist gets prison for document thefts
[http://www.troyrecord.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=19897223]
A former archivist pleaded guilty August 6 to stealing more than $50,000
worth of historic documents and artifacts from the New York State Library
and Archives in Albany which he then sold on the internet or at
collectors’ shows. Daniel D. Lorello admitted stealing more than 1,600
items from the archives during his employment as an archives and records
management specialist with the state Department of Education from January
1997 until he was arrested in January 2008....
Troy (N.Y.) Record, Aug. 6
Humidity, mold threaten Alaskan college library collection
[http://kcaw.org/modules/local_news/index.php?op=sideBlock&ID=214]
Reporter Andi McDaniel attended a recent work party at Sheldon Jackson
College’s Stratton Library in Sitka, Alaska, to find out what has
happened to the some 7,000 rare books and photo archives after the
state’s oldest college (1878) shut its doors last year. It turns out that
former Stratton Library Director Ginny Blackson and other volunteers are
treating them for mold and other damage, packing the oldest in boxes, and
storing them indefinitely until the board of trustees of the closed
private institution decides what to do with the collection....
KCAW-FM, Sitka, Alaska, July 28
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Collector indicted in Transylvania library theft
[http://bluegrassbeat.wordpress.com/2008/08/07/collector-indicted-in-transy
-library-theft/]
A Jefferson Davis collector who is accused of taking letters and other
documents written by the Confederate president was indicted August 7 by a
federal grand jury in Lexington, Kentucky. Eugene C. Zollman of LaPorte,
Indiana, who was arrested by federal authorities in May, was charged with
two counts of stealing objects of cultural heritage from Transylvania
University. Police think Zollman originally stole some of the objects in
1994....
Lexington (Ky.) Herald-Leader, Aug. 8
Pillaging Iraqi history
[http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/iraq/complete/la-oe-wiener8-2008au
g08,0,7259766.story]
Jon Wiener writes: “Worse things have happened in Iraq, but the removal
of the Baath Party archives from the country—7 million pages that
undoubtedly document atrocities of the Saddam Hussein regime—is
significant. The documents were seized shortly after the fall of Baghdad
by Kanan Makiya, an Iraq-born emigré who teaches at Brandeis University
and heads a private group called the Iraq Memory Foundation. Despite
protests from the director of Iraq’s National Library and Archives, Saad
Eskander, the documents were shipped to the U.S. in 2006 by Makiya’s
foundation and in June deposited with the Hoover Institution at Stanford
University under a deal struck with Makiya.”...
Los Angeles Times, Aug. 8
How Jerusalem&#8217;s Russian Library was saved
[http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=JPArticle/ShowFull&cid=121
8104231697]
Jerusalem’s Russian Library has always had to fight for its right to
exist. In early August, it fought its greatest battle yet, culminating in
a promise from the city to move it to the Clal Building on Jaffa Road.
With some 100,000 books, the library is the largest public
Russian-language library outside the former Soviet Union, and has the
world’s largest collection of books translated from Hebrew to Russian.
After 15 years at its current location, it needed to leave the premises
by September 1 to accommodate new building owners. Until last week, there
was no place for the collection to go....
Jerusalem Post, Aug. 7
Tech Talk
===========================================================================
Facebook is the fastest-growing social network
[http://www.techcrunch.com/2008/08/12/facebook-is-not-only-the-worlds-large
st-social-network-it-is-also-the-fastest-growing/]
Erick Schonfeld writes: “Even though Facebook is now the largest social
network in the world&mdash;with 132 million unique visitors in
June&mdash;it is also the fastest growing. According to figures compiled
by comScore, Facebook&rsquo;s visitor growth is up 153% on an annual
basis. This compares to an anemic 3% growth for MySpace. Other social
networks showing strong global growth include Hi5 (100%) and Friendster
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(50%), despite each of those being less than half the size of Facebook.
Orkut and Bebo fall in at 41% and 32% growth respectively.”...
TechCrunch, Aug. 12
Ten weather-tracking gadgets and sites
[http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,2327015,00.asp]
USA Today in May reported
[http://www.usatoday.com/weather/storms/tornadoes/2008-05-12-tornado_N.htm]
that the U.S. has experienced a near-record number of tornadoes this
year, pushing the death toll to 98 people, a 10-year high. Meteorologist
Geoff Fox told PC Magazine that we may be seeing record numbers of tornados
only because they are much easier to track now. Everyone needs to be
aware of a deadly storm approaching, whether by checking Weather.com,
watching your local news channel, or investing in one of these 10 handy
weather-tracking gadgets and websites....
PC Magazine, Aug. 4; USA Today, May 13
Understanding web browser vulnerabilities
[http://www.techzoom.net/publications/insecurity-iceberg/index.en]
Stefan Frei and three other security systems experts examine the
“insecurity iceberg” of browsers that have not been updated to the latest
versions and most secure plug-ins in this paper delivered at DEF CON 16
in Las Vegas August 10. To help combat existing and rapidly evolving
threats such as malicious drive-by downloads, they have proposed a
concept of a “best before” date for software and related mechanisms to
tackle user awareness....
Techzoom.net, Aug. 10
12 tools that will soon go the way of fax and CDs
[http://blogs.salon.com/0002007/2008/08/05.html#a2212]
Dave Pollard writes: “How does the information behavior of Millennials
differ from those of previous generations, and what will that mean for
the tools they will and won’t be using in the future? I’ve come up with a
list of 12 tools, technologies, and other artifacts that will probably
disappear within the next generation, just as fax essentially disappeared
less than 20 years after it first became popular, and just as CDs—which
my generation thought were the last word in music storage—are
disappearing even faster.”...
How to Save the World, Aug. 5
Publishing
===========================================================================
The Jewel of Medina [http://chronicle.com/daily/2008/08/4190n.htm]
A University of Texas scholar stands by her assessment that a novel about
the child bride of the Muslim prophet Muhammad is deliberately
provocative and could incite outrage from fringe elements in the Islamic
community. Denise Spellberg, an associate professor of history at the
Austin campus, rejects charges that she is squelching free speech and
argues that the book, The Jewel of Medina, takes too many liberties with
the facts. Author Sherry Jones says the historian has smeared her book
and her reputation and caused Random House to cancel its publication.
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More details at Galleycat
[http://www.mediabistro.com/galleycat/authors/whats_wrong_with_a_novel_abou
t_muhammads_wife_91255.asp]....
Chronicle of Higher Education, Aug. 11; Galleycat, Aug. 11
[http://teacherlibrarian.ning.com/]100 online places to connect with
bibliophiles
[http://oedb.org/library/beginning-online-learning/100_places_to_connect_wi
th_bibliophiles_online]
Laura Milligan writes: “Reading is no longer an individual activity.
Thanks to online book clubs, book trading networks, social media sites
just for librarians and book lovers, and kids’ networks, connecting with
your fellow bibliophiles and gnashing about favorite books is easier than
ever. Thanks to these sites, you don’t have to wait for your friends to
hurry up and finish the book you just read: Chances are, there’s someone
out there dying to talk about it too.”...
Online Education Database, Aug. 5
My so-called picture book
[http://www.yalibrarian.com/wordpress/2008/08/my-so-called-picture-book/]
Kati Golightly writes: “The graphic novel naissance&mdash;comics
renaissance&mdash;has provided entry for a new way of seeing and engaging
with picture books. The marriage of picture with text or picture with
wordless narrative is no longer just the first step of the serious
American reader. Illustrated books with and without words are accepted
for all ages, thanks to the successes of the graphic novel. Librarians
must educate patrons that the picture book is a format not always
prescribed for very young children.”...
Alternative Teen Services, Aug. 6
A publishing primer
[http://chronicle.com/jobs/news/2008/08/2008081101c.htm]
Rachel Toor writes: “When I taught a course about publishing last winter,
I learned from my students that much of what I say when I talk about
publishing is jargon. Until then, it had never occurred to me how many
terms of art there are in the world of book publishing. I thought I would
take this opportunity to explain some of its more arcane terminology.”
Like dingbats, French flaps, gutters, provisional contracts, and slush
piles....
Chronicle of Higher Education, Aug. 11
Top 10 obscure but superb science fiction novels
[http://listverse.com/literature/top-10-obscure-but-superb-science-fictionnovels/]
Even though literally tons of crappy SF gets published every year,
sometimes the absolute best gets shuffled into obscurity. Here, then, are
10 novels that should have been elevated far above the stink of the heap,
but somehow never got the buzz they deserve. Selections move from
&ldquo;should have sold much better&rdquo; to &ldquo;should be considered
a true classic&rdquo; as the list counts down....
The List Universe
ProQuest offers British foreign policy documents
[http://www.proquest.com/pressroom/pressrelease/08/20080811d.shtml]
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ProQuest has released the first online version of Documents on British
Policy Overseas, providing scholars in history and world affairs
unprecedented access to the activities of Britain’s diplomats and
policymakers, from the build-up to World War I to the Cold War. Until
now, this valuable collection of primary source materials was only
available through three different print series. The U.K. Foreign and
Commonwealth Office has partnered with ProQuest to make these materials
available digitally....
ProQuest, Aug. 11
Jessica Duchen&#8217;s top 10 literary Gypsies
[http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2008/aug/12/1]
Novelist, biographer, and classical music journalist Jessica Duchen gives
her top 10 list of Romani characters in literature, including La
Esméralda in Victor Hugo’s The Hunchback of Notre Dame (right). She
writes: “It’s fascinating that century after century, Gypsies [Roma] are
both the most romanticized people on earth and the most vilified. This is
almost as much the case now as it was two centuries ago.”...
The Guardian (U.K.), Aug. 12
===========================================================================
[http://americanlibrariesbuyersguide.com]
===========================================================================
Actions & Answers
===========================================================================
EPA library restoration pact finalized
[http://www.peer.org/news/news_id.php?row_id=1088]
An agreement (PDF file
[http://www.afgecouncil238.org/images/stories/Current%20News/Libraries/July
%2010,%202008,%20Joint%20MOA%20on%20EPA%20Libraries.pdf]) between the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and one of its unions to reopen
shuttered libraries with adequate librarian services and research
facilities takes effect August 11. The agreement settles a grievance
complaint prosecuted by the American Federation of Government Employees
Council 238 against EPA for depriving scientists and other specialists of
the tools needed to do their jobs....
Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility, Aug. 11
G&oacute;mez to leave Urban Libraries Council
[http://www.urbanlibraries.org/gomez_aug08.html]
Urban Libraries Council President Martín Gómez will leave the
organization on October 24 to become director of the San Mateo County
(Calif.) Library. Gómez joined ULC as president in 2004, immediately
setting to work on an agenda to strengthen the infrastructure of ULC to
better serve the membership. Among his new programs is ULC&rsquo;s
Foresight 2020, which prepares libraries for the future by teaching them
to be rapid-learning, rapid-responding organizations....
Urban Libraries Council, Aug. 12
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[http://www.wcsh6.com/news/local/story.aspx?storyid=91169]Bowdoin College
receives pop-up book collection
[http://www.bowdoin.edu/news/archives/1bowdoincampus/005306.shtml]
Some 1,900 pop-up books have been donated to the Bowdoin College
Library’s George J. Mitchell Department of Special Collections and
Archives in Brunswick, Maine, by alumnus and collector Harry Goralnick.
The 90 linear feet of books cover a wide range&mdash;from children’s
literature to pop culture and even the Boston Red Sox (right). “This is
an extraordinary collection, and it instantly places Bowdoin among the
nation’s top repositories for toy and movable books,” said Richard
Lindemann, director of special collections. Watch the video
[http://www.wcsh6.com/news/local/story.aspx?storyid=91169] (1:57)....
Bowdoin College, July 31; WCSH-TV, Portland, Maine, Aug. 6
[http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s-oBHCsFbkk]Speaking of pop-up books
[http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s-oBHCsFbkk]
Watch this year-old video introduction (2:00) to the Columbus (Nebr.)
Public Library using a pop-up book set that combined digital still images
and live footage in three-dimensional space. The submission was a
Librareo contest entry based on the theme of discovering a new world at
the library....
YouTube
Traveling libraries
[http://heritage.wisconsinlibraries.org/traveling-libraries.html]
Under the leadership of Melvil Dewey, New York initiated a state-funded
traveling library system in 1892. Traveling libraries were rotating
collections that served to extend library service to rural areas. These
small libraries—usually from 30 to 100 books—were located in a post
office or store with a volunteer acting as the caretaker of the
collection. Traveling libraries began in Wisconsin in 1896, when Senator
J. H. Stout of Menomonie privately funded a system of these libraries for
Dunn County. The bookcase pictured here is on display at the Dunn County
Historical Society’s Russell J. Rassbach Heritage Museum in Menomonie....
Wisconsin Library Heritage Center
Connecting to Collections grants
[http://www.imls.gov/news/2008/081308a.shtm]
The Institute of Museum and Library Services invites proposals for the
2009 Connecting to Collections Statewide Planning Grants. Applications
for these collaborative grants should address the recommendations
published in the Heritage Health Index
[http://www.imls.gov/collections/about/hhi.htm], which found that many
collections held in the public trust by libraries, museums, and archives
are at risk. The deadline for applications (PDF file
[http://www.imls.gov/applicants/grants/pdf/CtoC_2009.pdf]) is October
16....
Institute of Museum and Library Services, Aug. 13
ERIC website adds information, expands help
[http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/resources/html/news/eric_news_57.html
]
The Education Resources Information Center has redesigned its website
[http://www.eric.ed.gov/] to include improved navigation, expanded help
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and training, an information area for librarians, and a lighter visual
design. ERIC has modified the site in response to user feedback
identified through emails, user research, and usability testing....
ERIC, Aug. 3
Open access: Why it matters
[http://pln.palinet.org/wiki/index.php/Open_access:_why_it_matters]
Here are some notes on the importance of open access itself, quite apart
from possible secondary effects. Most of them are brief excerpts of
longer essays by Peter Suber. Included are moral and pragmatic arguments
for open access, getting the right knowledge to the right users, and self-correction
of knowledge....
PALINET Leadership Network, July 23
The National Federation of the Blind Convention
[http://yalsa.ala.org/blog/2008/07/27/more-thoughts-about-services-to-the-b
lind-a-report-from-the-nfb-convention/]
Lindsey Dunn writes: “In early July, I attended the National Federation
of the Blind [http://www.nfb.org/nfb/Default.asp] Convention, an annual
meeting that is the largest gathering of blind and visually impaired
people all over the world. This year&rsquo;s convention was in Dallas.
One of the events we attended was a Braille Book Fair, which was
sponsored by the National Organization of Parents of Blind Children
division. At this event, the organization had tables full of books
written in Braille. When the doors opened, the kids and parents rushed
in, hungrily looking for good books they could read by themselves.”...
YALSA Blog, July 27
Smashing across the U.S.
[http://yalsa.ala.org/blog/2008/08/11/smashing-across-the-us-online-gaming/
]
Kelly Czarnecki writes: “A mini-exhibition was held August 9 for the
Super Smash Brothers Brawl game, released in the United States in March.
Ann Arbor (Mich.) District Library, Detroit Public Library, and ImaginOn
at the Public Library of Charlotte (N.C.) and Mecklenburg County played
against each other with four teens per library. The game was broadcast
live on cable in Ann Arbor. I think playing other libraries online can
put the game in a larger context for teens and therefore is more
challenging to win. If your library would like to participate in online
game play, contact Eli Neiburger [mailto:neiburgere@aadl.org] at AADL.”...
YALSA Blog, Aug. 11
Reforma advance registration ends August 22
[http://www.geocities.com/rnc_3/index.htm]
Reforma, the National Association to Promote Library and Information
Services to Latinos and the Spanish-speaking, is holding its third
National Conference in El Paso, Texas, September 18–21. The local
arrangements committee has planned several events showcasing El Paso and
its sister city Ciudad Juárez. Submit a completed registration form
[http://www.geocities.com/rnc_3/RegistrationRNCIII08.htm] by mail or fax
before August 22 to take advantage of the lower fees. An ALA Advocacy
Institute
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/august2008/OLOSREFORMAadvocacy.cf
m], &ldquo;Making Our Voices Heard,&rdquo; will take place on Thursday,
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September 18....
Reforma
Reforma resolution on the arrest of a Latina library worker
[http://librarian.lishost.org/?p=1195]
Reforma President Luis Chaparro has written an open letter of concern
over the recent arrest [http://librarian.lishost.org/?p=1147] in North
Carolina of Marxavi Angel Martinez, a Latina staff member of the Graham
Public Library in Alamance County, North Carolina. To help address the
financial situation that her incarceration has placed on Martinez and her
family, Reforma has created a PayPal link [http://www.reforma.org/] on
its website....
Librarian, July 30, Aug. 11
More students are switching to bikes
[http://greeningyourlibrary.wordpress.com/2008/08/12/students-switch-to-bik
es/]
Many students in high school and college are moving toward using bikes
[http://www.usatoday.com/news/education/2008-08-06-Outofcars_N.htm]
instead of cars. Try to get involved to show the library&rsquo;s support;
make sure you have a bike rack outside the library; encourage your own
staff and students to participate (with incentives); try a display of
bike-related resources in the library; or highlight your e-resources that
students can access remotely, without having to drive or bike to campus
at all....
Going Green @ your library, Aug. 12; USA Today, Aug. 6
Read RSS in your language
[http://www.rss4lib.com/2008/08/read_rss_in_your_language.html]
Ken Varnum writes: “Mloovi [http://www.mloovi.com/] takes a web page or
an RSS feed, runs it through Google’s translation tool, and gives you a
permalink for the translated output. So, if you’ve been dying to read
RSS4Lib in French, Russian, Arabic, or Hindi, here’s your opportunity.
Having permanent URLs for the translation, whether for a web page or a
feed, is exceptionally handy.”...
RSS4Lib, Aug. 11
A million free covers from LibraryThing
[http://www.librarything.com/blog/2008/08/million-free-covers-from-libraryt
hing.php]
A few days ago, just before hitting 30 million books,
[http://www.librarything.com/blog/2008/08/thirty-million-books.php]
LibraryThing hit one million user-uploaded covers. So, they’ve decided to
give them away&mdash;to libraries, to bookstores, to everyone to put on
their websites. The process is patterned after the Amazon.com book cover
service. Covers come in three sizes. The catch? To get covers, you’ll
need a LibraryThing Developer Key
[http://www.librarything.com/services/keys.php]&mdash;any member can get
one. This puts a top limit on the number of covers you can retrieve per
day&mdash;currently 1,000....
LibraryThing Blog, Aug. 6–7
[http://www.dipity.com/user/tatercakes/timeline/Internet_Memes]The
internet meme timeline
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[http://www.dipity.com/user/tatercakes/timeline/Internet_Memes]
Underlying Inc. has created an interactive view of the all the memes that
have swept across the internet and burrowed into our zeitgeist. Built
from Wikipedia and Memelabs, the timeline is open for you to add and
maintain. How old is “I can has cheezburger?” Answer: June 2006. Do you
remember “Bert is evil” (1997)? How about “HeadOn” (2006) or the first
Coke machine on the internet (1982)? There are list, flipbook, and map
versions for the timeline-impaired....
Dipity
Pew/Internet report: Search engine use
[http://www.pewinternet.org/PPF/r/258/report_display.asp]
The percentage of internet users who use search engines on a typical day
has been steadily rising from about one-third of all users in 2002, to a
new high of just under one-half (49%). With this increase, the number of
those using a search engine on a typical day is pulling ever closer to
the 60% of internet users who use email, arguably the internet’s all-time
killer app, on a typical day....
Pew Internet and American Life Project, Aug. 6
[http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0CijdlYOSPc]Tour more than 50 virtual
worlds in seven minutes
[http://www.personalizemedia.com/2008-metaverse-tour-video-the-social-virtu
al-worlds-a-stage/]
Gary Hayes of Personalize Media created this 2008 Metaverse Tour (6:58)
that covers such virtual environments as Kaneva, Second Life, Google
Lively, Gaia Online, Club Penguin, Spore, Coke Studios, and Virtual
Ibiza. He writes: “The video demonstrates how ubiquitous, popular, and
streamlined many of these spaces are becoming across the intraweb /
‘cloud.&rsquo; With more than 300 million frequenting or registering for
the nongame-based worlds and millions of new investment in second- and
third-generation services, there seems to be no stopping them.”...
Personalize Media, Aug. 5; YouTube, Aug. 4
[http://www.rittenhouse.com/]
===========================================================================
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog2&_pn=product_deta
il&_op=2573]
If you work in one of the nearly 80% of public libraries deemed small
(serving populations of 25,000 or fewer), then Herbert Landau’s Small
Public Library Survival Guide
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog2&_pn=product_deta
il&_op=2573] will give you tested and practical techniques to ensure your
library’s growth. His customer-centric approaches have brought in
resources, volunteers, and in-kind donations, earning local and national
awards for a small library faced with funding cuts. NEW! From ALA
Editions.
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[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog&_pn=product_detai
l&_op=2372]
Banned Books Week,
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pio/presscentera/piopresskits/Banned_Books_Week_Pre
ss_Kit_2008/Banned_Books_Week_Press_Kit_2008.cfm] September 27–October 4,
2008, is the 27th annual celebration of the freedom to read. The week
will kick off in Chicago, with a Read-Out! The event will feature popular
banned or challenged authors and local Chicago celebrities on Saturday,
September 27, from noon to 4 p.m., at 401 N. Michigan Ave., Pioneer
Plaza. Banned Books Week is now on Facebook
[http://www.facebook.com/pages/Banned-Books-Week/20181651661] and
MySpace. [http://www.myspace.com/bannedbooksweek]

Career Leads from
[http://joblist.ala.org/]
Library Director,
[http://joblist.ala.org/modules/jobseeker/controller.cfm?scr=jobdetail&jobi
d=11421] City of Faribault, Minnesota, 40 miles south of the Twin Cities
in the heart of lake and river recreation area. Starting salary range of
$64,481&ndash;$72,891 with excellent benefits. Position reports to
Buckham Center director and works with City Council and Rice County on
budget considerations. Exciting opportunity for progressive,
team-building individual. Performs responsible supervisory and managerial
work overseeing the operation of the city library, including planning and
evaluating the delivery of library services to the city and a portion of
the county....
@ More jobs [http://joblist.ala.org/]...
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Digital Library of the Week
[http://collection1.libraries.psu.edu/cdm4/item_viewer.php?CISOROOT=%2Ffrak
&CISOPTR=149&DMSCALE=100.00000&DMWIDTH=600&DMHEIGHT=600&DMMODE=viewer&DMFUL
L=0&DMOLDSCALE=19.53125&DMX=0&DMY=0&DMTEXT=&DMTHUMB=1&REC=6&DMROTATE=0&x=3
9
&y=26]
The Pennsylvania German Broadsides and Fraktur
[http://www.libraries.psu.edu/speccolls/rbm/fraktur/index.html] digital
site includes some 270 images from the holdings of Rare Books and
Manuscripts in the Special Collections Library of Pennsylvania State
University. Fraktur (the word is both singular and plural) is a German
word that originally described a type of printing similar to Old English
Gothic. The term today refers to drawings on paper made with pen, ink,
and watercolor, using fancy penmanship and illustrations such as birds,
hearts, flowers, and angels. Fraktur were commonly used in the 18th and
19th centuries to document births and baptisms, marriages, and house
blessings. The collection also includes broadsides (sheets of paper
printed on one side only, such as commentaries on religious texts and
political events) and German-language newspapers. These documents provide
insight into the everyday life of German immigrants and show the process
of acculturation of German settlers to their new environment.
Do you know of a digital library collection that we can mention in this
AL Direct feature? Tell us about it. [mailto:aldirect@ala.org]

Public Perception
How the World
Sees Us
“Think of the library system as something akin to the open-source
movement before software. Subsidized institutions buy books, subscribe to
journals and proprietary databases, and pay people to help you find
‘stuff,’ all essentially at no cost to you.... While you may not get
instant gratification from a library, and few if any are really
cutting-edge when it comes to their use of web technologies, there is
something to be said for the diversity and quality of information they
provide you in your daily development tasks.”
?William Hicks, in “Getting the Most out of Your Library,
[http://www.digital-web.com/articles/getting_the_most_out_of_your_library/]
” Digital Web Magazine, Aug. 12.

ALSC is offering ten $100 cash prizes
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alsc/projectspartners/contest.cfm] to libraries
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for the best use of Kids! @ your library campaign materials. Contest
entry is easy. In one page or less, tell us how your library has used
campaign materials from the tool kit [http://www.ala.org/kids] and the
results you have achieved. Entries may include photos or samples of
materials used. Contest entries are due on October 15, and winners will
be announced at the 2009 ALA Midwinter Meeting.
Ask the ALA Librarian

Q. My summer reading program was successful in bringing teens into the
library. Do you have any pointers for continuing to bring this group in
during the school year?
A. There are two ALA initiatives that may help. First, YALSA has a
program called Teen Read Week
[http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/teenreading/trw/trw2008/index.cfm]. This
program is in its 11th year and helps get teens into the library by
showing them that reading for fun is a great option for entertainment.
While there are extensive resources for services to teens
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Teens_and_Young_Adults],
gaming is gaining popularity at many libraries (see Gaming and Libraries
Update
[http://www.techsource.ala.org/ltr/gaming-and-libraries-update.html]). To
learn more, ALA has a selection of resources on videogames
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Videogames] specifically
for librarians. In addition, you might be interested in attending the ALA
TechSource Gaming, Learning, and Libraries Symposium
[http://gaming.techsource.ala.org/index.php/Main_Page], November 2–4, in
Oak Brook, Illinois. From the ALA Professional Tips wiki
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Attracting_Teens_to_the_Li
brary].
@ The ALA Librarian [mailto:AskTheLibrarian@ala.org] welcomes your
questions.

Calendar
Sept. 19&ndash;21:
Association for Rural and Small Libraries,
[http://www.bcr.org/ARSL/index.html] Annual Conference, Sacramento,
California. &ldquo;Go West: Discover Gold @ Your Library.&rdquo;
Sept. 24&ndash;25:
Ohio Library Council,
[http://www.olc.org/SupportiveStaff08Conferences.asp]Supportive Staff
Conference, Columbus.
Oct. 1&ndash;4:
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Access 2008 [http://access2008.mcmaster.ca/], Hamilton, Ontario.
Oct. 8&ndash;10:
Association of Bookmobile and Outreach Services,
[http://www.abos-outreach.org/annual_conference.htm] Annual Conference,
Columbus, Ohio.
Oct. 16&ndash;17:
Maryland Association of School Librarians [http://www.maslmd.org/], Turf
Valley Convention Center, Ellicott City.
Oct. 16&ndash;17:
New Mexico Library Association, [http://www.nmla.org] Mini-Conference,
Macey Center, Socorro.
Oct. 20&ndash;21:
Internet@Schools West, [http://www.infotoday.com/Internet@Schools/]
Monterey, California.
Oct. 20&ndash;22:
Mid-Atlantic Chapter of the Medical Library Association,
[http://www.cbil.vcu.edu/mac/events/2008/meeting.html] Annual Meeting,
Morgantown, West Virginia. &ldquo;Almost Heaven: Exploring New
Vistas.&rdquo;
Oct. 22&ndash;24:
Ohio Educational Library Media Association,
[http://www.oelma.org/conference/2008/default.asp] Conference, Columbus.
Oct. 24&ndash;29:
American Society for Information Science and Technology,
[http://www.asis.org/Conferences/AM08/am08cfp.html] Annual Conference,
Hyatt Regency, Columbus, Ohio.
Nov. 3–4:
[http://www.niso.org/news/events/2008/webinars/openurl/]Defrag 2008,
[http://defragcon.com/2008/] Hyatt Regency, Denver. Defrag is a gathering
place for the growing community of implementers, users, and thinkers that
are building the next wave of software innovation. Topics include the
Implicit Web, online collaboration, collective intelligence, the Semantic
Web, mash-ups, and next-level discovery. Contact: Eric Norlin
[mailto:enorlin@mac.com].
Nov. 4–7:
Wisconsin Library Association,
[http://www.wla.lib.wi.us/conferences/2008/] Annual Conference,
Middleton. “Wisconsin Libraries: Building a Better Tomorrow.”
@ More [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/calendar/calendar.cfm]...
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U.S. & World News
Boston chooses Amy E. Ryan for library
president

The board of the Boston Public Library offered the
job of president to Hennepin County (Minn.) Library
Director Amy E. Ryan (right) August 14
after interviewing four finalists selected from a pool
of more than 160. Trustees cited her extensive
knowledge of big-city library systems, management
style, understanding of technology, and commitment to community
libraries. Ryan will succeed outgoing President Bernard Margolis, who
was ousted by the board last November in the wake of repeated
clashes with Mayor Thomas M. Menino....
American Libraries Online, Aug. 15

Feelings run high as funding falters in Hartford

It’s been a difficult summer for the officials of Hartford (Conn.) Public
Library, where trustees eased an $870,000 budget shortfall for
FY2009 by closing the Mark Twain and Blue Hills Avenue branches
July 3 and laying off 40 staff members. Six weeks later, the library
board announced that the branches would reopen August 25 to
coincide with the first day of school. In between the two actions,
neighborhood activists sought—and subsequently withdrew—a court
injunction ordering the branches’ reopening....
American Libraries Online, Aug. 15

Missing Durham First Folio found?

A British man arrested over the theft of a First Folio edition of
Shakespeare insists he is innocent. Raymond Scott, 51, walked into
Folger Shakespeare Library in Washington, D.C., June 16 seeking
authentication for a 17th-century book that experts now say was
stolen from Durham University Library in England in December 1998.
But Scott claims the item he lent to the Folger was a different copy
of the First Folio that he came across in Havana, Cuba, through a
friend of his 21-year-old fiancée Heidy Garcia Rios....
American Libraries Online, Aug. 14
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ALA Midwinter Meeting,
Denver, January 23–28.
Bundled registration for
both Midwinter and
Annual conference will be
available starting
September 2.
Registration for Midwinter
only starts October 1.
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ALA News
Midwinter registration on the ALA website

One page on the ALA website still says information on the 2009
Midwinter Meeting, to be held January 23–28 in Denver, will be
posted on August 15, and that date has passed. So what’s
happened? Lots, as it turns out. As part of the transition to its new
website, ALA has temporarily frozen the current pages, except for
the news feeds on the home page. But you can still find up-to-date
information about the Midwinter Meeting on the website....
ALA Marginalia, Aug. 18

September is Library Card Sign-up Month

This September, ALA and libraries throughout the country will
celebrate Library Card Sign-up Month. It is a time when libraries
remind parents and caregivers to bring their school-age children to
the library to get the most important school supply of all—a library
card....

“Success in the Workplace” institute at Midwinter

On January 23, ALA will hold a “Success in the Workplace” institute
during its Midwinter Meeting in Denver. The institute will offer
workplace essentials on how to showcase talents, document
progress, communicate effectively, and develop learning plans. It is
sponsored by ALA Conference Services and the Office for Human
Resource Development and Recruitment....

Books with Bite @
your library is this
year’s Teen Read
Week (October 12–18)
theme. From vampires
to recipes, adventures
to technology, you’re
sure to find something
to complement the
needs and interests of
your young adult
population with this
year’s exciting theme.
NEW! From ALA
Graphics.
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ALA at Reforma

ALA will be a major participant in this year’s Third National
Conference of the National Association to Promote Library and
Information Services to Latinos and the Spanish-Speaking (Reforma),
held September 18–21 in El Paso, Texas. The conference will offer a
wide variety of programs on such subjects as service to diverse
populations, children’s services, recruitment and mentoring, adult
services, immigration, and intellectual freedom....

A suggestion for Banned Books Week

Stephen Abram writes: “I think that BBW is one of ALA’s greatest
achievements since 1982, but I have a suggestion. The freedom to
read is much broader than books. When we see continual attacks on
many types of libraries, we see an attack on research, discovery, and
reading. These are fundamental to progress. Maybe we can start a
new Banned Websites Week and collect the funny, sad, and scary
examples that everyone shares over coffee at conferences.”...
Stephen’s Lighthouse, Aug. 19

More on banned books

Office for Intellectual Freedom Deputy Director Deborah CaldwellStone continues her discussion of banned books and other issues
related to intellectual freedom in the final segment of a two-part
podcast interview....
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Visibility @ your library, Aug. 19

AL Focus
IFLA 2008: Québec

The 2008 world congress of the
International Federation of Library
Associations and Institutions was held
August 10–14 in Québec City, Canada,
which was celebrating its 400th
anniversary. As this video (3:31)
illustrates, library professionals
celebrated as well, taking in various cultural events (including a
rendition of “My Heart Will Go On,” the Titanic theme song, played
on a saw), honoring Ismail Serageldin of Bibliotheca Alexandrina in
Egypt, presenting the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation’s 2008
Access to Learning Award, and applauding the announcement of the
2011 IFLA location....

Featured review: Adult books

Marsalis, Wynton, and Geoffrey C. Ward.
Moving to Higher Ground: How Jazz Can
Change Your Life. Sept. 2008. 208p.
Random, hardcover (978-1-4000-6078-8).
Marsalis, in whose first-person voice this
book is presented (so attentively to speech
rhythms, thanks to Ward, that the text
seems transcribed more than written), may
be the finest trumpeter alive. So when he
says, as he has throughout a stellar career
in classical music as well as jazz, that the
latter is his first love, he demands respectful attention. That’s
easy to give him for this loving, candid, almost reverential
exposure of how jazz has shaped his life, from boyhood
learning in veteran New Orleans banjoist-guitarist Danny
Barker’s children’s brass band to his present eminence as
director of jazz at Lincoln Center. He does several worthwhile
things—defining swing, explaining the musical language of
jazz, realizing the blues as the American apotheosis of a
universal expressive mode, describing the sensations of
learning to play and keeping on playing, and hailing a baker’s
dozen of great jazz artists—with more feeling than most jazz
critics....

Books by Booklist authors

With more than 30 novels and
works of nonfiction for children to
her credit, Ilene Cooper, Booklist’s
Children’s Books editor, has recently
ventured into picture books. Last
year saw the publication of The
Golden Rule (Abrams), beautifully
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Advertise in YALSA’s
Young Adult
Literature
Symposium program
book. YALSA’s first
Young Adult Literature
Symposium is
November 7–9 in
Nashville, with a
preconference and
more than a dozen
programs devoted to
exploring How We
Read Now. Reach out
to librarians,
educators, and those
who care about
literature for teens by
purchasing an ad in
the program book. See
the symposium rate
card (PDF file) for
sizes and rates. Emailblast sponsorship
available as well.
Contact Stephanie
Kuenn for more
information. Early
bird registration for
the conference ends
September 1.

Career Leads
from

Director of Digital
Services, Northeast
Document Conservation
Center, Andover,
Massachusetts. A new
position to plan and
implement new
digitization services to
serve libraries,
archives, and
museums.
Responsibilities include
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illustrated by Gabi Swiatowska, and
now we have Jake’s Best Thumb (published this month by
Dutton and illustrated by Claudio Muñoz). This time Ilene
moves from an issue of global proportions to one of a
somewhat smaller scale—thumb sucking. How did she get from
the Golden Rule to thumbs?
     “All I had to do was go back to my own childhood. I was a
thumb sucker. And I remember getting a lot of pressure from
my relatives to give it up. Surprisingly, there were very few
books on the subject, so I decided to write one myself.”...

@

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

Division News
YALSA names Teen Read Week
spokesman

Josh Hutcherson, star of Journey to the Center of the
Earth, is YALSA’s 2008 Teen Read Week spokesperson.
Hutcherson, a 15-year-old from Union, Kentucky,
encourages teens to think about their interests and
indulge them in a book in this interview....

developing new
services, overseeing
digital production, and
providing education and
consultation in
conjunction with
NEDCC’s wellestablished Field
Service Program.
Conducts market
research on clients’
evolving needs.
Oversees digital
production, including
pricing structure.
Shapes and manages
NEDCC’s digital
conferences and
workshops....

@

More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week

PLA Leadership Fellows programs

Two deadlines for the PLA Leadership Fellows program are quickly
approaching. Applications for the University of Pennsylvania’s
Wharton School of Business Leading Organizational Change program
are due to the PLA office on September 1. The deadline for
applicants for the University of Michigan’s Ross School of Business
Positive Change—Creating Spectacular Organizational Successes
program is September 12. Visit the PLA website to apply....

Awards
Profile in academic excellence

Each year, ACRL presents three Excellence in
Academic Libraries awards, one each to an
outstanding university, college, and
community college library. The Georgia
Institute of Technology Library and
Information Center (right) in Atlanta, winner
of the university category in 2007, was selected for its impressive
five-year transformation into being the heart and soul of the
university community. The ongoing project to reinvent the Georgia
Tech Library has created positive outcomes that garner campus
acclaim and register a national impact....
I Love Libraries
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The Toronto Public
Library’s Curator’s
Showcase offers seven
treasures from its rich
and varied special
collections, and added
pictures, maps, and
notes. Using the
Library’s interactive
software, you can
virtually turn the pages
of the books, zoom in
on the digitized images,
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2008 Diana V. Braddom Scholarship

LAMA’s Fund Raising and Financial Development Section has awarded
Susan E. Thomas, head of collection development at Indiana
University South Bend, the 2008 Diana V. Braddom
Scholarship. Thomas will receive $1,000 to attend the 2009 ALA
Annual Conference, where she will learn skills that will enable her to
increase funding for her library from public, private, and corporate
sources....

LC honors Herman Wouk with
lifetime achievement award

Librarian of Congress James H. Billington will
present Pulitzer Prize–winning writer Herman
Wouk (b. 1915) with the first Library of Congress
Award for Lifetime Achievement in the Writing of
Fiction on September 10. The award recognizes
Wouk’s extraordinary contributions to American
letters and his dedication to, as he has said, “the enduring power of
the novel.” Wouk is donating his literary diaries, remaining
manuscripts, and correspondence to LC....
Library of Congress, Aug. 18

Seen Online
OSU library renovation caps
fundraising with athletic gift

The Ohio State University’s athletics
department has donated the final $4 million
toward the main library’s $109-million
renovation with a year of construction left.
The transfer brought the sports programs’
commitment to the project, led by football
coach Jim Tressel and his wife Ellen, to $9 million. The gutted and
rebuilt William Oxley Thompson Memorial Library is set to reopen in
fall 2009 as an inviting and environmentally friendly campus center
designed by Acock Associates Architects in Columbus....
Columbus (Ohio) Business First, Aug. 15

Judge: Ohio library can’t ban religious meetings

and find related texts,
images, and sounds.
Other features specific
to individual books are
provided, such as
transcriptions of
handwritten pages.
Included are documents
on the trial of James
McDermott and Grace
Marks (1843), the
manuscript The Sad
Tale of Mrs. Mole and
Mrs. Mouse (1850), ship
surgeon Samuel Smith’s
logbook (1857),
Sketches of Toronto
(1858), Lady Conan
Doyle’s diary (1914),
artillerist Leonard L.
Youell’s diary (1916–
1918), and original
scripts from The
Dumbells (1917–1919).
This project was
inspired by the British
Library’s Turning the
Pages program.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.

Public
Perception
How the World
Sees Us

A federal court ruled August 14 in favor of Citizens for Community
Values, a social-conservative group that was denied use of a meeting
room at the Upper Arlington (Ohio) Public Library earlier this year.
The library’s practice of prohibiting activities that it concludes are
“inherent elements of a religious service” or elements that are
“quintessentially religious” is unconstitutional, U.S. District Judge
George C. Smith wrote in a 32-page decision....

“If you are of the
view that book
reading in a public
library is nothing
but a tryst with dust
and worms, think
again.”

Library employee fired for writing book
about workplace

—News item on plans for a
new state library in Chennai,
Tamil Nadu State, India,
Times of India, Aug. 14.

Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch, Aug. 15

Sally Stern-Hamilton’s controversial book, The
Library Diaries, written under the pseudonym Ann
Miketa, resulted in her termination July 25 as a
Mason County (Mich.) District Library employee after
15 years on the job. Written in the first person and
set in what she calls the Lake Michigan town of
Denialville, the book, produced by print-on-demand
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publisher PublishAmerica, is a series of fictional
vignettes about mostly unsavory characters encountered daily at the
library....
Ludington (Mich.) Daily News, Aug. 9

Nassau County investigates former trustee

The Nassau County district attorney’s office is investigating
allegations that former Roosevelt (N.Y.) Public Library board
President Natalie Connor—who had spearheaded efforts for a $10
million renovation of the library—misused as much as $42,000 in
library renovation–related donations on such items as beauty
supplies, car payments, and plane tickets. Attorney Steven
Leventhal, hired by the library board, read a statement August 5
confirming that several irregularities in the foundation’s bank account
had been discovered....
Long Island (N.Y.) Newsday, Aug. 15

Does Big Brother know what you’re reading?

Alan Bisbort writes: “You are a librarian in a quiet town. One day a
government spy—played by Eric Idle sporting a greasy moustache
and doing his nod-nod-wink-wink routine—hands you a ‘secret letter’
demanding your borrowers’ records and computer files. You are not
to discuss this with anyone, and you are not allowed to contest the
demand in court. And when he’s gone, you are to pretend none of
this ever happened. Essentially, this is what the Patriot Act allows the
FBI to do now.”...

The Women’s National
Book Association is
launching the second
National Reading Group
Month in October to
promote reading groups
and to celebrate the joy
of shared reading. Events
featuring reading-group
favorite authors are
planned nationwide in the
Association’s nine
chapters. Those interested
in becoming National
Reading Group sponsors
can contact Jill Tardiff.

Ask the ALA
Librarian

Hartford (Conn.) Advocate, Aug. 21

Norwich library director under fire after state audit

A crowd of nearly 40 people gathered for the August 14 trustee
meeting at Guernsey Memorial Library in Norwich, New York, to hear
how the board would respond to a July 31 state audit that identified
$15,000 in questionable purchases by Director Melanie Battoe. With
emotions running high, Norwich police were present if matters got
out of hand. President Craig Lawson explained that the board had
appointed a finance committee to review bills before payment and
taken other steps to update its policies....
Norwich (N.Y.) Evening Sun, Aug. 15

World’s largest monastery
library restored

The world’s largest monastery library, in
Admont, Austria, reopened in mid-August
after four years of restoration work that
have restored its rococo splendor. The
Benedictine Admont Abbey’s ornate
library, itself the size of a cathedral, was
built in 1776 to designs by architect Joseph Hüber. The restoration,
which cost 6 million euros ($8.9 million) and was partially funded by
the European Union, involved the entire library, from the walls to the
artwork and the windows....
Agence France Presse, Aug. 18

Allegany County Library bans knives, firearms

After a patron brought a knife into the South Cumberland branch, the
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Q. I’m a high school
librarian, and I
would like to find
ways to help the
kids do their
research papers
without relying on
the first few hits
from a search
engine. Can you
direct me to any
resources that
might help?
A. Like many issues,
the response can be
broken up into several
pieces—preparing to
research, finding the
information, and
evaluating the
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Allegany County (Md.) Library System has banned any dangerous
weapons, handguns, or firearms inside its facilities. Director John
Taube said although the patron was not threatening anyone, the
weapon was noticed by others. Trustees voted 4–0 August 13 in
reaction to the event....
Cumberland (Md.) Times-News, Aug. 15

Girl assaulted in St. Paul branch

Police continue to look for a man suspected of sexually assaulting a
10-year-old girl in the restroom of the Riverview branch of the St.
Paul (Minn.) Public Library August 13. Police say the man talked to
the girl briefly before following her into a restroom in the basement.
Officers obtained a search warrant for the library’s computers to see
whether any of the users were sex offenders or matched the
suspect’s description....
St. Paul (Minn.) Pioneer Press, Aug. 15

Vatican Library to get improved
climate control

Cardinal Raffaele Farina, prefect of the
Vatican Library in Rome, said August 15 that
the library’s ongoing restoration will include
construction of a fireproof bunker to store
rare manuscripts and a climate-controlled
room for precious papyrus fragments. In
addition, the library is reclaiming as a reading room the finely
decorated Sistine Hall (right), which has been used in recent times
for Vatican Museum exhibits. The work will be completed in 2010....
Catholic News Service, Aug. 15

Tech Talk
20+ video tutorials for open
source apps

Cameron Chapman writes: “There are
tons of open source applications out
there, from operating systems to word
processors and graphics programs. But
it’s often hard to find manuals or other
documentation beyond what the
developers have written (which, while
technically correct, don’t always cover the nuances of actually using
the program). Here are more than 20 video tutorials to get you going
with four of the most popular open source programs out there: Gimp
(above), Linux, Open Office, and Nvu.”...
Mashable, July 30

At school, technology turns a
corner

Steve Lohr writes: “As a new school year
begins, the time may have come to
reconsider how large a role technology can
play in changing education. The educational
bottom line is that while computer
technology has matured and become more affordable, the most
significant development has been a deeper understanding of how to
use the technology. The New Technology Foundation has developed a
model for project-based teaching and is at the forefront of the drive
for technology-enabled reform of education.”...
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information found
(whether in print or
online)—and these
are all components of
“information literacy.”
Information literacy is
a key component in
21st-century literacy.
Two of our divisions,
ACRL and AASL, have
approved standards
for information
literacy for the
educational levels
they serve.
Information literacy is
also a public library
issue, as public
libraries serve an
information literate
populace. We’ve
assembled a few of
the resources
available either in
print or online to
provide guidance in
structuring a program
to help students use
the best resources
available on our
information literacy
wiki page. From the
ALA Professional Tips
wiki.

@ The ALA Librarian
welcomes your
questions.

Calendar
Sept. 8–12:

Perimeter Institute
for Theoretical
Physics, “Science in
the 21st Century:
Science, Society, and
Information
Technology,” Waterloo,
Ontario. Contact:
Perimeter Institute.

Sept. 18–21:

Reforma, Third
National Conference, El
Paso, Texas. Advance
registration deadline
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New York Times, Aug. 16

extended to August 29.

Overdue books 2.0

Sept. 25–26:

Jenny Levine writes: “As always, Ed Vielmetti is
thinking about how to make the library’s data work
harder for him, with or without the library’s help. So
when Ed couldn’t find some overdue library books in
the house, he started wondering aloud how the
library services could help him out.” Here is one
way: Since all of the library books are tagged with
RFID chips for inventory control, he can use a 3M
RFID locator device (right) to find lost items....
The Shifted Librarian, Aug. 19

Taming technolust: Planning in a 2.0 world

Michael Stephens writes: “A fact: New technologies will not save your
library. New tech cannot be the center of your mission as an
institution. I’m still taken aback when I hear of libraries spending
money for technologies without careful planning, an environmental
scan of the current landscape, and a complete road map for training,
roll out, buy in, and evaluation. When the latest technology hits, are
you keen to add it to your library, boosting the coolness factor? You
may have some happy librarians, but that type of technolust does
not well serve the organization.”...
RUSQ 47, no. 4

Library-worthy MP3 players

Jasmine France writes: “The player should support
protected WMA, as that is the format most libraries use
for audiobooks. MP3 player memory goes by space
rather than time. For audiobooks, you can expect about
70 hours worth of content to fit on a device that offers
1GB of memory. My first recommendation is the
SanDisk Sansa Fuze (right), which offers a 28.2-hour
battery life for audio.”...
MP3 Insider, Aug. 18

Where is SuperSpeed USB 3.0?

Anne Louise Bannon writes: “Imagine uploading an entire HD movie
to your laptop in just over a minute. Sounds great, right? That’s
what the developers of the next-generation Universal Serial Bus
technology are counting on when they release the spec for USB 3.0—
also known as SuperSpeed USB—in the fourth quarter of this year.
The data-transfer rate will be close to 5 gigabits per second in each
direction (officially targeting 4.7 Gbps), compared with the 480
megabits per second, one-way, that USB 2.0 offers.”...
PC Magazine, Aug. 18

Victorian gadgets at the British Library
The British Library is hosting an exhibition of
gadgets from the Victorian era and early 20th
century. The collection belongs to collector and
author Maurice Collins and promotes the library’s
Business and Intellectual Property Center. Pictured
here is an 1890 memorandum clock, which
indicates when a business appointment has finished
by generating a note and sounding an alarm....
C|net news.com, Aug. 15
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Moving Mountains
and Crossing Rivers,
a Symposium Exploring
Library Courier
Services, Cincinnati
Airport Marriott.

Oct. 3–4:

Georgia Conference
on Information
Literacy, Coastal
Georgia Center,
Savannah.

Oct. 5–9:

Geoscience
Information Society,
Annual Meeting,
Houston.

Oct. 7–
Nov. 25:

“Teaching East Asia”
Seminar, Kansas
Consortium for
Teaching about Asia,
University of Kansas,
Lawrence. A 30-contact
hour professional
development seminar
for in-service classroom
teachers and school
librarians.

Oct. 8–11:

North American
Cartographic
Information Society,
Annual Meeting,
Holiday Inn Downtown
at the Park, Missoula,
Montana.

Oct. 16–19:

International Visual
Literacy Association,
Annual Conference,
Blacksburg, Virginia.
“Engaging Creativity
and Critical Thinking.”

Oct. 17–18:

Saint Louis
Conference on
Manuscript Studies,
Saint Louis (Mo.)
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Publishing
YA books will save science fiction

Charlie Jane Anders writes: “The biggest growth in SF
publishing these days, hands down, is happening in
the young adult market, and that’s great news. While
the ‘real’ science fiction publishers are chasing a
shrinking—and graying—readership, tweens and teens
are discovering SF for themselves, thanks to books
from a diverse range of writers. Best of all, YA
science fiction isn’t aimed at a subculture, but at
everybody of a particular age.” For a counterpoint, see Annalee
Newitz....
io9, Aug. 15

Update on Reed Business Publishing

Over the weekend, paidContent.org reported that the second round
of bidding for the assets of Reed Business Information (including
Library Journal) had begun—with McGraw-Hill cited as one of the
leading contenders and Nielsen emerging as a less clear candidate
for the role of buyer. That would be a interesting turn of events,
because it would place the LJ, Publishers Weekly, and Kirkus brands
in the same basket with Variety and The Hollywood Reporter....
Galleycat, Aug. 18; paidContent.org, Aug. 17

University.

Oct. 19–25:

National Friends of
Libraries Week,
sponsored by Friends of
Libraries U.S.A.

Oct. 24–26:

National Coalition of
Independent
Scholars, Biennial
Conference, Graduate
Theological Union,
Berkeley, California.

Oct. 28–31:

Educause, Annual
Conference, Orlando,
Florida. “Interaction,
Ideas, Inspiration.”

Nov. 5–8:

Hongkiat, Aug. 5

National Association
for the Education of
Young Children,
Annual Conference,
Dallas Convention
Center.

Misleading reading

Nov. 6–8:

20 best websites for free e-books

Hongkiat has crawled deep into the internet to compile this list of 20
places to download free e-books. Included is the University of
Pennsylvania Libraries Online Books Page and BookYards....

Michelle Watters writes: “A while ago, my husband
Brian said, ‘Wouldn’t it be funny if you were sitting
on the subway reading a book and on the front
cover it said, How to Murder a Complete Stranger
and Get Away with It? Imagine what people around
you would think.’ I thought he might have
something. So here we are with a product line we
call Misleading Reading, with more than 40 fun
titles to choose from.”...
Flapart

Association of
American Colleges
and Universities,
Providence, Rhode
Island, “Engaging
Science, Advancing
Learning: General
Education, Majors, and
the New Global
Century.”

Nov. 6–8:

Actions & Answers
Books still the most challenged
in Colorado libraries (PDF file)

In 2007, 16 of the 115 public libraries in
Colorado reported challenges to materials
and the internet on their annual survey.
There were 78 separate challenges to
books, audio books, library events,
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National Church
Library Association,
Biennial Conference,
Bloomington,
Minnesota.

Nov. 12–14:

Council for Adult and
Experiential
Learning, International
Conference, Sheraton
Philadelphia City
Center. “Lifelong
Learning: Building
Pathways to
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internet sites, periodicals, videos, and displays. The most challenged
format was books, which comprised more than half (55%) of the
total number of challenges....
Fast Facts, no. 262 (Aug. 13)

Library partnership will preserve Bush
administration websites

The Library of Congress, the California Digital Library, the University
of North Texas Libraries, the Internet Archive, and the U.S.
Government Printing Office announced a collaborative project August
14 to preserve public websites of the current presidential
administration that ends January 19, 2009. This harvest is intended
to document federal agencies’ online archive during the transition of
government and to enhance the existing collections of the five
partner institutions....
Library of Congress, Aug. 14

Reconceiving research libraries

How should we be rethinking the research library in
a swiftly changing information landscape? In
February 2008, the Council on Library and
Information Resources convened 25 leading
librarians, publishers, faculty members, and
information technology specialists to consider this
question. Participants discussed the changes in
scholarly communication that will affect the future
library. Essays by eight of the participants were circulated in advance
to fuel the discussion and form the centerpiece of this report (PDF
file)....
Council on Library and Information Resources, Publication no. 142 (Aug.)

The changing world of law libraries

Alan Cohen writes: “Over the past few years, change has become
more than a buzzword among law librarians. Competitive intelligence
continues to grow as a key focus of law libraries. But sometimes
there’s a price to pay for the focus on business intelligence:
Traditional reference tasks don’t get done. Yet many librarians
contend that it’s not the drain on resources that’s the real problem—
but the difficulty in getting more resources.”...
Legal Technology News, Aug. 19

Independence.”

Nov. 20–23:

National Council of
Teachers of English,
Annual Convention,
Henry B. Gonzalez
Convention Center and
the Marriott River
Center, San Antonio,
Texas. “Because Shift
Happens: Teaching in
the Twenty-First
Century.”

Dec. 27–30:

Modern Language
Association, Annual
Convention, Hilton San
Francisco.

Jan. 21–24:

Association of
American Colleges
and Universities,
Annual Meeting,
Seattle. “Ready Or Not:
Global Challenges,
College Learning, and
America’s Promise.”

Jan. 23–28:

American Library
Association, Midwinter
Meeting, Colorado
Convention Center,
Denver.

Feb. 16–21:

Machinist, Aug. 16; Out-Law News, Aug. 13

Jamaica Library
Service, International
Conference, Sunset
Jamaica Grande Resort,
Ocho Rios. “Public and
School Libraries: Your
Partners in National
Development.” Contact:
JLS, (876) 926-3310-2.

10 worst Web glitches of 2008

Feb. 22–24:

Webware, Aug. 15

@

Web users demand privacy, then give it up

Evan Ratliff writes: “We say we want privacy, but we do little to
obtain it. A survey of privacy attitudes in the U.K. found that 84% of
internet users claimed they would not divulge details of their income
online. Later in the survey, the same group was asked to divulge
their income data, and 87% of them did so. Hello, cognitive
dissonance!”...

Rafe Needleman writes: “We have been reminded
several times lately that Web 2.0 is in no way a
synonym for reliable. Major services have crashed. Big product
launches have fizzled. Users have raised their collective fists in the
air. What’s going on? Is the Web crumbling? No, it’s not. But user
expectations are rising, and web companies often get themselves into
trouble by promising far more than they can deliver. Here is the
timeline of offline....
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National Federation
of Advanced
Information Services,
Annual Conference, Ritz
Carlton Hotel,
Philadelphia.
More...
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Letters and titles on your business card

Steven Bell writes: “Librarians appear to be quite divided on whether
members of our profession should add their degree(s) to business
cards, on their email signatures, or elsewhere. I think the question is
not whether it is pretentious to do so, but whether there is any point
in doing so at all. But the reality of academia is that we all do carry
different degrees, and sharing which ones you hold can deliver a
message and may have potential value to colleagues.”...
ACRLog, Aug. 17

Treasures of the Clinton Library

The Bill Clinton Presidential Library in Little
Rock, Arkansas, is filled with exhibits,
documents, and memorabilia about the
Clinton presidency. Librarian Emily Robinson
(right) and other curators offer VOA journalist
Deborah Block a behind-the-scenes tour....
Voice of America, Aug. 15

Learn a language online

Livemocha is an online language
learning site with free instructional
exercises, user-generated tips and
flashcards, and a social community of
native speakers who help one another to
learn a new language. The site has
support for six popular languages—
English, Spanish, French, Hindi, German, and Mandarin Chinese.
Lesson plans include over 160 hours of beginner and intermediate
level content teaching everyday conversational language along with a
full range of practical reading, listening, writing and speaking
exercises....
Livemocha

Four-day week on the rise in education

School districts and universities are taking cues from the business
world and instituting four-day weeks, a trend that some say could
become the norm as gas prices and energy costs continue to rise.
Experimenting with four-day school weeks is becoming popular in
some of the country’s most remote school districts, where buses
travel hundreds of miles for student pickups, drop offs, and sporting
events. Some colleges and universities are authorizing alternative
schedules as an employee-friendly policy designed to soothe the
sting of increasingly costly daily commutes....
eSchool News, Aug. 14

The dangers of library work

Jeph Jacques’s Questionable Content comic is often
set in the Williston Library of “Smif College,” where
main character Marten Reed works. In this episode,
Marten’s supervisor Tai describes the sinister library
spiders, which hide in the crevices between books
and prey on Dewey beetles, another of the vicious
pests that lurk in the library ecosystem....
Questionable Content, no. 1210

Could you pass this test?

This Chicago Public Library entrance examination (PDF file) for staff
training in 1925 asked some difficult questions. Melissa Adler writes:
“Some of the more fortunate staff members attended library school,
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whereas people hired as library clerks had no opportunity for
promotion without formal training. Entrance to the public library’s
training program required a high school diploma and a passing score
on this exam.”...
Library Notes, Aug. 15; Chicago Public Library Staff News, Nov. 1924

Rare Book School scholarship applications

A scholarship application for the 2008 University of Virginia Rare
Book School is now available online. Applications will be accepted
until September 1 and are awarded without reference to admission to
any particular course. The RBS Scholarship Committee will give
special consideration to applicants toward the beginning of their
professional careers, or who represent underserved communities (or
whose institutions do so)....
Rare Book School

Treasures of Iran’s National
Library

This English-language broadcast (6:52)
by Iran’s government-funded Press TV
news channel showcases the rare books
and manuscripts held by the National
Library of Iran in Tehran. It features
Library Director Ali Akbar Ashari and
Librarian for Blind Resources Abdollah Hosseini....
YouTube, Aug. 20

Summer of Reading with Kitty
at Denver Public Library

Kitty takes a summer job only to realize
he’d rather be at the Denver Public Library
reading, competing in a Dance Dance
Revolution tournament, hanging out with
librarians, and so much more. Good kitty.
From last year’s promotion for the
library’s DDR tournament. Music by the
Hot IQs....
YouTube, May 1, 2007
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U.S. & World News
===========================================================================
Boston chooses Amy E. Ryan for library president
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/august2008/am
yryanbpl.cfm]
The board of the Boston Public Library offered the job of president to
Hennepin County (Minn.) Library Director Amy E. Ryan (right) August 14
after interviewing four finalists selected from a pool of more than 160.
Trustees cited her extensive knowledge of big-city library systems,
management style, understanding of technology, and commitment to
community libraries. Ryan will succeed outgoing President Bernard
Margolis, who was ousted by the board last November in the wake of
repeated clashes with Mayor Thomas M. Menino....
American Libraries Online, Aug. 15
Feelings run high as funding falters in Hartford
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/august2008/ha
rtfordreopensbranches.cfm]
It&rsquo;s been a difficult summer for the officials of Hartford (Conn.)
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Public Library, where trustees eased an $870,000 budget shortfall for
FY2009 by closing the Mark Twain and Blue Hills Avenue branches July 3
and laying off 40 staff members. Six weeks later, the library board
announced that the branches would reopen August 25 to coincide with the
first day of school. In between the two actions, neighborhood activists
sought&mdash;and subsequently withdrew&mdash;a court injunction ordering
the branches&rsquo; reopening....
American Libraries Online, Aug. 15
Missing Durham First Folio found?
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/august2008/du
rhamfolio.cfm]
A British man arrested over the theft of a First Folio edition of
Shakespeare insists he is innocent. Raymond Scott, 51, walked into Folger
Shakespeare Library in Washington, D.C., June 16 seeking authentication
for a 17th-century book that experts now say was stolen from Durham
University Library in England in December 1998. But Scott claims the item
he lent to the Folger was a different copy of the First Folio that he
came across in Havana, Cuba, through a friend of his 21-year-old fiancée
Heidy Garcia Rios....
American Libraries Online, Aug. 14
===========================================================================
[http://www.kylibasn.org/conferences620.cfm]
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ALA News
===========================================================================
Midwinter registration on the ALA website
[http://discuss.ala.org/marginalia/2008/08/18/midwinter-registration-on-the
-ala-website/]
One page [http://ala.org/ala/events/eventsconferences.cfm] on the ALA
website still says information on the 2009 Midwinter Meeting, to be held
January 23–28 in Denver, will be posted on August 15, and that date has
passed. So what&rsquo;s happened? Lots, as it turns out. As part of the
transition to its new website, ALA has temporarily frozen the current
pages, except for the news feeds on the home page. But you can still find
up-to-date information about the Midwinter Meeting
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/midwinter/2009/home.cfm] on
the website....
ALA Marginalia, Aug. 18
September is Library Card Sign-up Month
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/august2008/CampaignLCSUM.cfm]
This September, ALA and libraries throughout the country will celebrate
Library Card Sign-up Month. [http://ilovelibraries.org/librarycard/] It
is a time when libraries remind parents and caregivers to bring their
school-age children to the library to get the most important school
supply of all—a library card....
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&#8220;Success in the Workplace&#8221; institute at Midwinter
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/august2008/HRDRsuccess.cfm]
On January 23, ALA will hold a &ldquo;Success in the Workplace&rdquo;
institute during its Midwinter Meeting in Denver. The institute will
offer workplace essentials on how to showcase talents, document progress,
communicate effectively, and develop learning plans. It is sponsored by
ALA Conference Services and the Office for Human Resource Development and
Recruitment....
ALA at Reforma
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/august2008/REFORMAola.cfm]
ALA will be a major participant in this year&rsquo;s Third National
Conference of the National Association to Promote Library and Information
Services to Latinos and the Spanish-Speaking (Reforma), held September
18–21 in El Paso, Texas. The conference will offer a wide variety of
programs on such subjects as service to diverse populations,
children&rsquo;s services, recruitment and mentoring, adult services,
immigration, and intellectual freedom....
A suggestion for Banned Books Week
[http://stephenslighthouse.sirsidynix.com/archives/2008/08/ala_banned_book_
1.html]
Stephen Abram writes: “I think that BBW
[http://www.ala.org/ala/oif/bannedbooksweek/bannedbooksweek.cfm] is one
of ALA’s greatest achievements since 1982, but I have a suggestion. The
freedom to read is much broader than books. When we see continual attacks
on many types of libraries, we see an attack on research, discovery, and
reading. These are fundamental to progress. Maybe we can start a new
Banned Websites Week and collect the funny, sad, and scary examples that
everyone shares over coffee at conferences.”...
Stephen’s Lighthouse, Aug. 19
More on banned books [http://www.pio.ala.org/visibility/?p=141]
Office for Intellectual Freedom Deputy Director Deborah Caldwell-Stone
continues her discussion of banned books and other issues related to
intellectual freedom in the final segment of a two-part podcast
interview....
Visibility @ your library, Aug. 19
AL Focus
===========================================================================
IFLA 2008: Qu&eacute;bec [http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/ifla-2008-quebec]
The 2008 world congress of the International Federation of Library
Associations and Institutions was held August 10–14 in Québec City,
Canada, which was celebrating its 400th anniversary. As this video (3:31)
illustrates, library professionals celebrated as well, taking in various
cultural events (including a rendition of “My Heart Will Go On,” the
Titanic theme song, played on a saw), honoring Ismail Serageldin of
Bibliotheca Alexandrina
[http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/bibliotheca-alexandrina-egypt-5th-anniversar
y] in Egypt, presenting the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation’s 2008
Access to Learning Award, and applauding the announcement of the 2011
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IFLA location....

Featured review: Adult books
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=2886980]
Marsalis, Wynton, and Geoffrey C. Ward. Moving to Higher Ground: How Jazz
Can Change Your Life. Sept. 2008. 208p. Random, hardcover
(978-1-4000-6078-8).
Marsalis, in whose first-person voice this book is presented (so
attentively to speech rhythms, thanks to Ward, that the text seems
transcribed more than written), may be the finest trumpeter alive. So
when he says, as he has throughout a stellar career in classical music as
well as jazz, that the latter is his first love, he demands respectful
attention. That&rsquo;s easy to give him for this loving, candid, almost
reverential exposure of how jazz has shaped his life, from boyhood
learning in veteran New Orleans banjoist-guitarist Danny Barker&rsquo;s
children&rsquo;s brass band to his present eminence as director of jazz
at Lincoln Center. He does several worthwhile things&mdash;defining
swing, explaining the musical language of jazz, realizing the blues as
the American apotheosis of a universal expressive mode, describing the
sensations of learning to play and keeping on playing, and hailing a
baker&rsquo;s dozen of great jazz artists&mdash;with more feeling than
most jazz critics....
authors
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=2828365]
With more than 30 novels and works of nonfiction for children to her
credit, Ilene Cooper, Booklist&rsquo;s Children&rsquo;s Books editor, has
recently ventured into picture books. Last year saw the publication of
The Golden Rule (Abrams), beautifully illustrated by Gabi Swiatowska, and
now we have Jake&rsquo;s Best Thumb (published this month by Dutton and
illustrated by Claudio Muñoz). This time Ilene moves from an issue of
global proportions to one of a somewhat smaller scale&mdash;thumb
sucking. How did she get from the Golden Rule to thumbs?
&ldquo;All I had to do was go back to my own childhood. I was a
thumb sucker. And I remember getting a lot of pressure from my relatives
to give it up. Surprisingly, there were very few books on the subject, so
I decided to write one myself.&rdquo;...
@ Visit Booklist Online [http://www.booklistonline.com] for other reviews
and much more....

Division News
===========================================================================
YALSA names Teen Read Week spokesman
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/august2008/YALSAtrwspokesperson.c
fm]
Josh Hutcherson, star of Journey to the Center of the Earth, is YALSA’s
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2008 Teen Read Week spokesperson. Hutcherson, a 15-year-old from Union,
Kentucky, encourages teens to think about their interests and indulge
them in a book in this interview
[http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/teenreading/trw/trw2008/spokesperson.cfm]....
PLA Leadership Fellows programs
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/august2008/PLAleadershipfellows.c
fm]
Two deadlines for the PLA Leadership Fellows program are quickly
approaching. Applications for the University of Pennsylvania&rsquo;s
Wharton School of Business Leading Organizational Change program are due
to the PLA office on September 1. The deadline for applicants for the
University of Michigan&rsquo;s Ross School of Business Positive
Change—Creating Spectacular Organizational Successes program is September
12. Visit the PLA website
[http://www.pla.org/ala/pla/leadership/index.cfm] to apply....
Awards
===========================================================================
Profile in academic excellence
[http://www.ilovelibraries.org/news/libraryshowcase/index.cfm]
Each year, ACRL presents three Excellence in Academic Libraries awards,
one each to an outstanding university, college, and community college
library. The Georgia Institute of Technology Library and Information
Center (right) in Atlanta, winner of the university category in 2007, was
selected for its impressive five-year transformation into being the heart
and soul of the university community. The ongoing project to reinvent the
Georgia Tech Library has created positive outcomes that garner campus
acclaim and register a national impact....
I Love Libraries
2008 Diana V. Braddom Scholarship
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/august2008/LAMAfundraising.cfm]
LAMA’s Fund Raising and Financial Development Section has awarded Susan
E. Thomas, head of collection development at Indiana University South
Bend, the 2008 Diana V. Braddom Scholarship. Thomas will receive $1,000
to attend the 2009 ALA Annual Conference, where she will learn skills
that will enable her to increase funding for her library from public,
private, and corporate sources....
LC honors Herman Wouk with lifetime achievement award
[http://www.loc.gov/today/pr/2008/08-138.html]
Librarian of Congress James H. Billington will present Pulitzer
Prize–winning writer Herman Wouk (b. 1915) with the first Library of
Congress Award for Lifetime Achievement in the Writing of Fiction on
September 10. The award recognizes Wouk&rsquo;s extraordinary
contributions to American letters and his dedication to, as he has said,
“the enduring power of the novel.” Wouk is donating his literary diaries,
remaining manuscripts, and correspondence to LC....
Library of Congress, Aug. 18
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Seen Online
===========================================================================
OSU library renovation caps fundraising with athletic gift
[http://www.bizjournals.com/columbus/stories/2008/08/11/daily39.html]
The Ohio State University&rsquo;s athletics department has donated the
final $4 million toward the main library’s $109-million renovation with a
year of construction left. The transfer brought the sports
programs&rsquo; commitment to the project, led by football coach Jim
Tressel and his wife Ellen, to $9 million. The gutted and rebuilt William
Oxley Thompson Memorial Library is set to reopen in fall 2009 as an
inviting and environmentally friendly campus center designed by Acock
Associates Architects in Columbus....
Columbus (Ohio) Business First, Aug. 15
Judge: Ohio library can&#8217;t ban religious meetings
[http://dispatch.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2008/08/14/UA_lawsuit.
html]
A federal court ruled August 14 in favor of Citizens for Community
Values, a social-conservative group that was denied use of a meeting room
at the Upper Arlington (Ohio) Public Library earlier this year. The
library’s practice of prohibiting activities that it concludes are
“inherent elements of a religious service” or elements that are
“quintessentially religious” is unconstitutional, U.S. District Judge
George C. Smith wrote in a 32-page decision....
Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch, Aug. 15
Library employee fired for writing book about workplace
[http://www.ludingtondailynews.com/news.php?story_id=41013]
Sally Stern-Hamilton’s controversial book, The Library Diaries, written
under the pseudonym Ann Miketa, resulted in her termination July 25 as a
Mason County (Mich.) District Library employee after 15 years on the job.
Written in the first person and set in what she calls the Lake Michigan
town of Denialville, the book, produced by print-on-demand publisher
PublishAmerica, is a series of fictional vignettes about mostly unsavory
characters encountered daily at the library....
Ludington (Mich.) Daily News, Aug. 9
Nassau County investigates former trustee
[http://www.newsday.com/news/local/crime/ny-liroos145800540aug14,0,7783881.
story]
The Nassau County district attorney’s office is investigating allegations
that former Roosevelt (N.Y.) Public Library board President Natalie
Connor—who had spearheaded efforts for a $10 million renovation of the
library—misused as much as $42,000 in library renovation–related
donations on such items as beauty supplies, car payments, and plane
tickets. Attorney Steven Leventhal, hired by the library board, read a
statement August 5 confirming that several irregularities in the
foundation’s bank account had been discovered....
Long Island (N.Y.) Newsday, Aug. 15
Does Big Brother know what you&#8217;re reading?
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[http://www.hartfordadvocate.com/article.cfm?aid=9244]
Alan Bisbort writes: “You are a librarian in a quiet town. One day a
government spy&mdash;played by Eric Idle sporting a greasy moustache and
doing his nod-nod-wink-wink routine&mdash;hands you a ‘secret letter’
demanding your borrowers’ records and computer files. You are not to
discuss this with anyone, and you are not allowed to contest the demand
in court. And when he’s gone, you are to pretend none of this ever
happened. Essentially, this is what the Patriot Act allows the FBI to do
now.”...
Hartford (Conn.) Advocate, Aug. 21
Norwich library director under fire after state audit
[http://www.evesun.com/news/stories/2008-08-15/4959/Public-calls-for-termin
ation-of-library-director/]
A crowd of nearly 40 people gathered for the August 14 trustee meeting at
Guernsey Memorial Library in Norwich, New York, to hear how the board
would respond to a July 31 state audit that identified $15,000 in
questionable purchases by Director Melanie Battoe. With emotions
[http://blog.evesun.com/2008/08/15/my-first-experience-with-an-angry-mob/]
running high, Norwich police were present if matters got out of hand.
President Craig Lawson explained that the board had appointed a finance
committee to review bills before payment and taken other steps to update
its policies....
Norwich (N.Y.) Evening Sun, Aug. 15
World&#8217;s largest monastery library restored
[http://afp.google.com/article/ALeqM5hmF6s91AgALWTZnpjXky7zHy-iag]
The world’s largest monastery library, in Admont, Austria, reopened in
mid-August after four years of restoration work that have restored its
rococo splendor. The Benedictine Admont Abbey’s ornate library,
[http://www.stiftadmont.at/index_eng.php] itself the size of a cathedral,
was built in 1776 to designs by architect Joseph Hüber. The restoration,
which cost 6 million euros ($8.9 million) and was partially funded by the
European Union, involved the entire library, from the walls to the
artwork and the windows....
Agence France Presse, Aug. 18
Allegany County Library bans knives, firearms
[http://www.times-news.com/archivesearch/local_story_228102049.html]
After a patron brought a knife into the South Cumberland branch, the
Allegany County (Md.) Library System has banned any dangerous weapons,
handguns, or firearms inside its facilities. Director John Taube said
although the patron was not threatening anyone, the weapon was noticed by
others. Trustees voted 4–0 August 13 in reaction to the event....
Cumberland (Md.) Times-News, Aug. 15
Girl assaulted in St. Paul branch [http://www.twincities.com/ci_10207887]
Police continue to look for a man suspected of sexually assaulting a
10-year-old girl in the restroom of the Riverview branch of the St. Paul
(Minn.) Public Library August 13. Police say the man talked to the girl
briefly before following her into a restroom in the basement. Officers
obtained a search warrant for the library’s computers to see whether any
of the users were sex offenders or matched the suspect’s description....
St. Paul (Minn.) Pioneer Press, Aug. 15
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[http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Image:Sistinehall.jpg]Vatican Library
to get improved climate control
[http://www.catholicnews.com/data/stories/cns/0804179.htm]
Cardinal Raffaele Farina, prefect of the Vatican Library in Rome, said
August 15 that the library’s ongoing restoration will include
construction of a fireproof bunker to store rare manuscripts and a
climate-controlled room for precious papyrus fragments. In addition, the
library is reclaiming as a reading room the finely decorated Sistine Hall
(right), which has been used in recent times for Vatican Museum exhibits.
The work will be completed in 2010....
Catholic News Service, Aug. 15
Tech Talk
===========================================================================
20+ video tutorials for open source apps
[http://mashable.com/2008/07/30/video-tutorials-for-open-source-application
s/]
Cameron Chapman writes: “There are tons of open source applications out
there, from operating systems to word processors and graphics programs.
But it&rsquo;s often hard to find manuals or other documentation beyond
what the developers have written (which, while technically correct,
don&rsquo;t always cover the nuances of actually using the program). Here
are more than 20 video tutorials to get you going with four of the most
popular open source programs out there: Gimp (above), Linux, Open Office,
and Nvu.”...
Mashable, July 30
At school, technology turns a corner
[http://www.nytimes.com/2008/08/17/technology/17essay.html]
Steve Lohr writes: “As a new school year begins, the time may have come
to reconsider how large a role technology can play in changing education.
The educational bottom line is that while computer technology has matured
and become more affordable, the most significant development has been a
deeper understanding of how to use the technology. The New Technology
Foundation has developed a model for project-based teaching and is at the
forefront of the drive for technology-enabled reform of education.”...
New York Times, Aug. 16
Overdue books 2.0
[http://theshiftedlibrarian.com/archives/2008/08/19/overdue-books-20.html]
Jenny Levine writes: “As always, Ed Vielmetti is thinking about how to
make the library&rsquo;s data work harder for him, with or without the
library&rsquo;s help. So when Ed couldn&rsquo;t find some overdue library
books in the house, he started wondering aloud how the library services
could help him out.” Here is one way: Since all of the library books are
tagged with RFID chips for inventory control, he can use a 3M RFID
locator device
[http://solutions.3m.com/wps/portal/3M/en_US/rfid_tracking_solutions/home/p
roducts/rfid_tracking_system/handheld_tracker/] (right) to find lost
items....
The Shifted Librarian, Aug. 19
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Taming technolust: Planning in a 2.0 world
[http://www.rusq.org/2008/08/18/taming-technolust/]
Michael Stephens writes: “A fact: New technologies will not save your
library. New tech cannot be the center of your mission as an institution.
I&rsquo;m still taken aback when I hear of libraries spending money for
technologies without careful planning, an environmental scan of the
current landscape, and a complete road map for training, roll out, buy
in, and evaluation. When the latest technology hits, are you keen to add
it to your library, boosting the coolness factor? You may have some happy
librarians, but that type of technolust does not well serve the
organization.”...
RUSQ 47, no. 4
Library-worthy MP3 players
[http://homeinstallation.cnet.com/8301-6490_7-10019368-49.html?hhTest=1]
Jasmine France writes: “The player should support protected WMA, as that
is the format most libraries use for audiobooks. MP3 player memory goes
by space rather than time. For audiobooks, you can expect about 70 hours
worth of content to fit on a device that offers 1GB of memory. My first
recommendation is the SanDisk Sansa Fuze
[http://homeinstallation.cnet.com/mp3-players/sandisk-sansa-fuze-2gb/4505-6
490_7-32896584.html] (right), which offers a 28.2-hour battery life for
audio.”...
MP3 Insider, Aug. 18
Where is SuperSpeed USB 3.0?
[http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,2328180,00.asp]
Anne Louise Bannon writes: “Imagine uploading an entire HD movie to your
laptop in just over a minute. Sounds great, right? That’s what the
developers of the next-generation Universal Serial Bus technology are
counting on when they release the spec for USB 3.0&mdash;also known as
SuperSpeed USB&mdash;in the fourth quarter of this year. The
data-transfer rate will be close to 5 gigabits per second in each
direction (officially targeting 4.7 Gbps), compared with the 480 megabits
per second, one-way, that USB 2.0 offers.”...
PC Magazine, Aug. 18
Victorian gadgets at the British Library
[http://news.cnet.com/2300-1040_3-6245456-1.html]
The British Library is hosting an exhibition of gadgets from the
Victorian era and early 20th century. The collection belongs to collector
and author Maurice Collins and promotes the library’s Business and
Intellectual Property Center.
[http://www.bl.uk/collections/business/business.html] Pictured here is an
1890 memorandum clock, which indicates when a business appointment has
finished by generating a note and sounding an alarm....
C|net news.com, Aug. 15
Publishing
===========================================================================
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YA books will save science fiction
[http://io9.com/5036820/young-adult-books-will-save-science-fiction]
Charlie Jane Anders writes: “The biggest growth in SF publishing these
days, hands down, is happening in the young adult market, and that’s
great news. While the ‘real’ science fiction publishers are chasing a
shrinking&mdash;and graying&mdash;readership, tweens and teens are
discovering SF for themselves, thanks to books from a diverse range of
writers. Best of all, YA science fiction isn’t aimed at a subculture, but
at everybody of a particular age.” For a counterpoint, see Annalee Newitz
[http://io9.com/5037686/stop-writing-young-adult-science-fiction]....
io9, Aug. 15
Update on Reed Business Publishing
[http://www.mediabistro.com/galleycat/publishing/reed_business_information_
dumps_some_suitors_keeps_others_91789.asp]
Over the weekend, paidContent.org reported
[http://www.paidcontent.org/entry/419-reed-business-sale-auction-enters-sec
ond-round-mcgraw-hill-in-serious-c/] that the second round of bidding for
the assets of Reed Business Information (including Library Journal) had
begun&mdash;with McGraw-Hill cited as one of the leading contenders and
Nielsen emerging as a less clear candidate for the role of buyer. That
would be a interesting turn of events, because it would place the LJ,
Publishers Weekly, and Kirkus brands in the same basket with Variety and
The Hollywood Reporter....
Galleycat, Aug. 18; paidContent.org, Aug. 17
20 best websites for free e-books
[http://www.hongkiat.com/blog/20-best-websites-to-download-free-e-books/]
Hongkiat has crawled deep into the internet to compile this list of 20
places to download free e-books. Included is the University of
Pennsylvania Libraries Online Books Page
[http://digital.library.upenn.edu/books/] and BookYards
[http://www.bookyards.com/]....
Hongkiat, Aug. 5
Misleading reading [http://www.flapart.ca/]
Michelle Watters writes: “A while ago, my husband Brian said, ‘Wouldn’t
it be funny if you were sitting on the subway reading a book and on the
front cover it said, How to Murder a Complete Stranger and Get Away with
It? Imagine what people around you would think.’ I thought he might have
something. So here we are with a product line we call Misleading Reading,
with more than 40 fun titles to choose from.”...
Flapart
===========================================================================
[http://americanlibrariesbuyersguide.com]
===========================================================================
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===========================================================================

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/august/082008.txt[7/17/2014 1:36:33 PM]

Books still the most challenged in Colorado libraries
[http://www.lrs.org/documents/fastfacts/262_challenges_2007.pdf] (PDF
file)
In 2007, 16 of the 115 public libraries in Colorado reported challenges
to materials and the internet on their annual survey. There were 78
separate challenges to books, audio books, library events, internet
sites, periodicals, videos, and displays. The most challenged format was
books, which comprised more than half (55%) of the total number of
challenges....
Fast Facts, no. 262 (Aug. 13)
Library partnership will preserve Bush administration websites
[http://www.loc.gov/today/pr/2008/08-139.html]
The Library of Congress, the California Digital Library, the University
of North Texas Libraries, the Internet Archive, and the U.S. Government
Printing Office announced a collaborative project August 14 to preserve
public websites of the current presidential administration that ends
January 19, 2009. This harvest is intended to document federal agencies’
online archive during the transition of government and to enhance the
existing collections of the five partner institutions....
Library of Congress, Aug. 14
Reconceiving research libraries
[http://www.clir.org/pubs/abstract/pub142abst.html]
How should we be rethinking the research library in a swiftly changing
information landscape? In February 2008, the Council on Library and
Information Resources convened 25 leading librarians, publishers, faculty
members, and information technology specialists to consider this
question. Participants discussed the changes in scholarly communication
that will affect the future library. Essays by eight of the participants
were circulated in advance to fuel the discussion and form the
centerpiece of this report (PDF file
[http://www.clir.org/pubs/reports/pub142/pub142.pdf])....
Council on Library and Information Resources, Publication no. 142 (Aug.)
The changing world of law libraries
[http://www.law.com/jsp/legaltechnology/pubArticleLT.jsp?id=1202423517443]
Alan Cohen writes: “Over the past few years, change has become more than
a buzzword among law librarians. Competitive intelligence continues to
grow as a key focus of law libraries. But sometimes there’s a price to
pay for the focus on business intelligence: Traditional reference tasks
don’t get done. Yet many librarians contend that it’s not the drain on
resources that’s the real problem—but the difficulty in getting more
resources.”...
Legal Technology News, Aug. 19
Web users demand privacy, then give it up
[http://machinist.salon.com/blog/2008/08/16/privacy/index.html]
Evan Ratliff writes: “We say we want privacy, but we do little to obtain
it. A survey [http://www.out-law.com//default.aspx?page=9345] of privacy
attitudes in the U.K. found that 84% of internet users claimed they would
not divulge details of their income online. Later in the survey, the same
group was asked to divulge their income data, and 87% of them did so.
Hello, cognitive dissonance!”...
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Machinist, Aug. 16; Out-Law News, Aug. 13
10 worst Web glitches of 2008 [http://news.cnet.com/glitches/]
Rafe Needleman writes: “We have been reminded several times lately that
Web 2.0 is in no way a synonym for reliable. Major services have crashed.
Big product launches have fizzled. Users have raised their collective
fists in the air. What’s going on? Is the Web crumbling? No, it’s not.
But user expectations are rising, and web companies often get themselves
into trouble by promising far more than they can deliver. Here is the
timeline of offline....
Webware, Aug. 15
Letters and titles on your business card
[http://acrlog.org/2008/08/17/the-letters-and-titles-you-add-to-your-name/]
Steven Bell writes: “Librarians appear to be quite divided on whether
members of our profession should add their degree(s) to business cards,
on their email signatures, or elsewhere. I think the question is not
whether it is pretentious to do so, but whether there is any point in
doing so at all. But the reality of academia is that we all do carry
different degrees, and sharing which ones you hold can deliver a message
and may have potential value to colleagues.”...
ACRLog, Aug. 17
Treasures of the Clinton Library
[http://www.voanews.com/english/2008-08-15-voa25.cfm]
The Bill Clinton Presidential Library in Little Rock, Arkansas, is filled
with exhibits, documents, and memorabilia about the Clinton presidency.
Librarian Emily Robinson (right) and other curators offer VOA journalist
Deborah Block a behind-the-scenes tour....
Voice of America, Aug. 15
Learn a language online [http://www.livemocha.com/]
Livemocha is an online language learning site with free instructional
exercises, user-generated tips and flashcards, and a social community of
native speakers who help one another to learn a new language. The site
has support for six popular languages—English, Spanish, French, Hindi,
German, and Mandarin Chinese. Lesson plans include over 160 hours of
beginner and intermediate level content teaching everyday conversational
language along with a full range of practical reading, listening, writing
and speaking exercises....
Livemocha
Four-day week on the rise in education
[http://www.eschoolnews.com/news/top-news/?i=54858;_hbguid=07d795de-bd38-47
b2-9a63-ce8e11118815]
School districts and universities are taking cues from the business world
and instituting four-day weeks, a trend that some say could become the
norm as gas prices and energy costs continue to rise. Experimenting with
four-day school weeks is becoming popular in some of the country's most
remote school districts, where buses travel hundreds of miles for student
pickups, drop offs, and sporting events. Some colleges and universities
are authorizing alternative schedules as an employee-friendly policy
designed to soothe the sting of increasingly costly daily commutes....
eSchool News, Aug. 14
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The dangers of library work
[http://questionablecontent.net/view.php?comic=1210]
Jeph Jacques’s Questionable Content comic is often set in the Williston
Library of “Smif College,” where main character Marten Reed works. In
this episode, Marten’s supervisor Tai describes the sinister library
spiders, which hide in the crevices between books and prey on Dewey
beetles, another of the vicious pests that lurk in the library
ecosystem....
Questionable Content, no. 1210
Could you pass this test? [http://libnotes.wordpress.com/2008/08/15/10/]
This Chicago Public Library entrance examination (PDF file
[http://libnotes.files.wordpress.com/2008/08/exam1.pdf]) for staff
training in 1925 asked some difficult questions. Melissa Adler writes:
“Some of the more fortunate staff members attended library school,
whereas people hired as library clerks had no opportunity for promotion
without formal training. Entrance to the public library&rsquo;s training
program required a high school diploma and a passing score on this
exam.”...
Library Notes, Aug. 15; Chicago Public Library Staff News, Nov. 1924
Rare Book School scholarship applications
[http://www.rarebookschool.org/scholarship/]
A scholarship application for the 2008 University of Virginia Rare Book
School is now available online. Applications will be accepted until
September 1 and are awarded without reference to admission to any
particular course. The RBS Scholarship Committee will give special
consideration to applicants toward the beginning of their professional
careers, or who represent underserved communities (or whose institutions
do so)....
Rare Book School
Treasures of Iran&#8217;s National Library
[http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ErrkluUdqwE]
This English-language broadcast (6:52) by Iran’s government-funded Press
TV news channel showcases the rare books and manuscripts held by the
National Library of Iran in Tehran. It features Library Director Ali
Akbar Ashari and Librarian for Blind Resources Abdollah Hosseini....
YouTube, Aug. 20
Summer of Reading with Kitty at Denver Public Library
[http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5AppCIzJD84]
Kitty takes a summer job only to realize he’d rather be at the Denver
Public Library reading, competing in a Dance Dance Revolution tournament,
hanging out with librarians, and so much more. Good kitty. From last
year’s promotion for the library’s DDR tournament. Music by the Hot
IQs....
YouTube, May 1, 2007
[http://www.rittenhouse.com/]
===========================================================================
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[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/midwinter/2009/home.cfm]
ALA Midwinter Meeting,
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/midwinter/2009/faq.cfm]
Denver, January 23–28. Bundled registration
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/midwinter/2009/registration.c
fm] for both Midwinter and Annual conference will be available starting
September 2. Registration for Midwinter only starts October 1.
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog&_pn=product_detai
l&_op=2546]
Books with Bite @ your library
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog&_pn=product_detai
l&_op=2546] is this year&rsquo;s Teen Read Week (October 12–18) theme.
From vampires to recipes, adventures to technology, you’re sure to find
something to complement the needs and interests of your young adult
population with this year’s exciting theme. NEW! From ALA Graphics.

In this issue
August 2008
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/tableofcontents/2008contents/aug2008.cfm]
Wikipedia and Literacy Skills
Reframing Gaming
Gratitude As a Catalyst
Speaking Technically
Details from Disneyland

[http://ala.org/ala/yalsa/yalitsymposium/symposium.cfm]
Advertise in YALSA’s Young Adult Literature Symposium
[http://ala.org/ala/yalsa/yalitsymposium/symposium.cfm] program book.
YALSA’s first Young Adult Literature Symposium is November 7–9 in
Nashville, with a preconference and more than a dozen programs devoted to
exploring How We Read Now. Reach out to librarians, educators, and those
who care about literature for teens by purchasing an ad in the program
book. See the symposium rate card (PDF file
[http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/yalitsymposium/sponsorship/programads.pdf])
for sizes and rates. Email-blast sponsorship available as well. Contact
Stephanie Kuenn [mailto:skuenn@ala.org] for more information. Early bird
registration
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/august/082008.txt[7/17/2014 1:36:33 PM]

[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/august2008/YALSAearlybird.cfm]
for the conference ends September 1.

Career Leads from
[http://joblist.ala.org/]
Director of Digital Services,
[http://joblist.ala.org/modules/jobseeker/controller.cfm?scr=jobdetail&jobi
d=11478] Northeast Document Conservation Center, Andover, Massachusetts.
A new position to plan and implement new digitization services to serve
libraries, archives, and museums. Responsibilities include developing new
services, overseeing digital production, and providing education and
consultation in conjunction with NEDCC&rsquo;s well-established Field
Service Program. Conducts market research on clients&rsquo; evolving
needs. Oversees digital production, including pricing structure. Shapes
and manages NEDCC&rsquo;s digital conferences and workshops....
@ More jobs [http://joblist.ala.org/]...

Digital Library of the Week
[http://ve.torontopubliclibrary.ca/showcase/marks/index.html]
The Toronto Public Library&#8217;s Curator&#8217;s Showcase
[http://ve.torontopubliclibrary.ca/showcase/showcase.html] offers
seven treasures from its rich and varied special collections, and added
pictures, maps, and notes. Using the Library&rsquo;s interactive
software, you can virtually turn the pages of the books, zoom in on the
digitized images, and find related texts, images, and sounds. Other
features specific to individual books are provided, such as
transcriptions of handwritten pages. Included are documents on the trial
of James McDermott and Grace Marks (1843), the manuscript The Sad Tale of
Mrs. Mole and Mrs. Mouse (1850), ship surgeon Samuel Smith’s logbook
(1857), Sketches of Toronto (1858), Lady Conan Doyle’s diary (1914),
artillerist Leonard L. Youell’s diary (1916–1918), and original scripts
from The Dumbells (1917–1919). This project was inspired by the British
Library’s Turning the Pages program.
Do you know of a digital library collection that we can mention in this
AL Direct feature? Tell us about it. [mailto:aldirect@ala.org]

Public Perception
How the World
Sees Us
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“If you are of the view that book reading in a public library is nothing
but a tryst with dust and worms, think again.”
?News item on plans for a new state library in Chennai, Tamil Nadu State,
India, Times of India, Aug. 14.

The Women’s National Book Association is launching the second National
Reading Group Month [http://www.wnba-books.org/press_release/] in October
to promote reading groups and to celebrate the joy of shared reading.
Events featuring reading-group favorite authors are planned nationwide in
the Association’s nine chapters. Those interested in becoming National
Reading Group sponsors can contact Jill Tardiff.
[mailto:jtardiff-wnbanational@att.net]
Ask the ALA Librarian

Q. I’m a high school librarian, and I would like to find ways to help the
kids do their research papers without relying on the first few hits from
a search engine. Can you direct me to any resources that might help?
A. Like many issues, the response can be broken up into several
pieces—preparing to research, finding the information, and evaluating the
information found (whether in print or online)—and these are all
components of “information literacy.” Information literacy is a key
component in 21st-century literacy. Two of our divisions, ACRL
[http://www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlissues/acrlinfolit/informationliteracy.cfm
] and AASL
[http://www.ala.org/ala/aasl/aaslissues/aaslinfolit/informationliteracy1.cf
m], have approved standards for information literacy for the educational
levels they serve. Information literacy is also a public library issue,
as public libraries serve an information literate populace. We’ve
assembled a few of the resources available either in print or online to
provide guidance in structuring a program to help students use the best
resources available on our information literacy
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Information_Literacy]
wiki page. From the ALA Professional Tips wiki
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Helping_Students_Evaluate_
Information].
@ The ALA Librarian [mailto:AskTheLibrarian@ala.org] welcomes your
questions.

Calendar
Sept. 8–12:
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Perimeter Institute for Theoretical Physics,
[http://www.science21stcentury.org/index.html] “Science in the 21st
Century: Science, Society, and Information Technology,” Waterloo,
Ontario. Contact: Perimeter Institute.
[mailto:conferences@perimeterinstitute.ca]
Sept. 18&ndash;21:
Reforma, [http://www.geocities.com/rnc_3/RegistrationRNCIII08.htm] Third
National Conference, El Paso, Texas. Advance registration deadline
extended to August 29.
Sept. 25–26:
Moving Mountains and Crossing Rivers,
[http://www.swonlibraries.org/movingmountains2008/] a Symposium Exploring
Library Courier Services, Cincinnati Airport Marriott.
Oct. 3–4:
Georgia Conference on Information Literacy,
[http://ceps.georgiasouthern.edu/conted/infolit.html] Coastal Georgia
Center, Savannah.
Oct. 5–9:
Geoscience Information Society, [http://www.geoinfo.org/] Annual Meeting,
Houston.
Oct. 7–
Nov. 25:
&#8220;Teaching East Asia&#8221; Seminar,
[http://www.kcta.ku.edu/tea.shtml] Kansas Consortium for Teaching about
Asia, University of Kansas, Lawrence. A 30-contact hour professional
development seminar for in-service classroom teachers and school
librarians.
Oct. 8–11:
North American Cartographic Information Society,
[http://www.nacis.org/index.cfm?x=2] Annual Meeting, Holiday Inn Downtown
at the Park, Missoula, Montana.
Oct. 16–19:
International Visual Literacy Association,
[http://www.ivla.org/conferences.htm] Annual Conference, Blacksburg,
Virginia. “Engaging Creativity and Critical Thinking.”
Oct. 17–18:
Saint Louis Conference on Manuscript Studies,
[http://www.slu.edu/libraries/vfl/conference/] Saint Louis (Mo.)
University.
Oct. 19–25:
National Friends of Libraries Week,
[http://www.folusa.org/sharing/national-friends-week.php] sponsored by
Friends of Libraries U.S.A.
Oct. 24–26:
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/august/082008.txt[7/17/2014 1:36:33 PM]

National Coalition of Independent Scholars,
[http://www.ncis.org/conference.htm] Biennial Conference, Graduate
Theological Union, Berkeley, California.
Oct. 28–31:
Educause, [http://net.educause.edu/content.asp?SECTION_ID=321&bhcp=1]
Annual Conference, Orlando, Florida. “Interaction, Ideas, Inspiration.”
Nov. 5–8:
National Association for the Education of Young Children,
[http://annualconference.naeyc.org/] Annual Conference, Dallas Convention
Center.
Nov. 6–8:
Association of American Colleges and Universities,
[http://www.aacu.org/meetings/engaging_science/index.cfm] Providence,
Rhode Island, “Engaging Science, Advancing Learning: General Education,
Majors, and the New Global Century.”
Nov. 6–8:
National Church Library Association,
[http://nclaevents.wiki.zoho.com/2008-Conference.html] Biennial
Conference, Bloomington, Minnesota.
Nov. 12–14:
Council for Adult and Experiential Learning,
[http://www.cael.org/cael_conference.htm] International Conference,
Sheraton Philadelphia City Center. “Lifelong Learning: Building Pathways
to Independence.”
Nov. 20–23:
National Council of Teachers of English,
[http://www.ncte.org/profdev/conv/annual] Annual Convention, Henry B.
Gonzalez Convention Center and the Marriott River Center, San Antonio,
Texas. “Because Shift Happens: Teaching in the Twenty-First Century.”
Dec. 27–30:
Modern Language Association, [http://www.mla.org/convention] Annual
Convention, Hilton San Francisco.
Jan. 21–24:
Association of American Colleges and Universities,
[http://www.aacu.org/meetings/annualmeeting/index.cfm] Annual Meeting,
Seattle. “Ready Or Not: Global Challenges, College Learning, and
America’s Promise.”
Jan. 23–28:
American Library Association,
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/midwinter/2009/home.cfm]
Midwinter Meeting, Colorado Convention Center, Denver.
Feb. 16–21:
Jamaica Library Service, [http://www.jamlib.org.jm/] International
Conference, Sunset Jamaica Grande Resort, Ocho Rios. “Public and School
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/august/082008.txt[7/17/2014 1:36:33 PM]

Libraries: Your Partners in National Development.” Contact: JLS
[mailto:conference@jls.org.jm], (876) 926-3310-2.
Feb. 22–24:
National Federation of Advanced Information Services,
[http://www.nfais.org/events/event_details.cfm?id=51] Annual Conference,
Ritz Carlton Hotel, Philadelphia.
@ More [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/calendar/calendar.cfm]...
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U.S. & World News
University of Illinois opens Chicago
Annenberg Challenge files

Following accusations by conservative political
writer Stanley Kurtz that the University of
Illinois at Chicago blocked his access to
documents that might portray presumptive
Democratic presidential nominee Barack
Obama in an unpatriotic light, the university issued a statement
August 22 that the materials would be “available for public
inspection” as of August 26. The release of the documents that day
turned the sterile special collections room at UIC’s Richard J. Daley
Library into a media frenzy. Kurtz had charged that the library had
prevented him from examining Chicago Annenberg Challenge
documents in the Special Collections Department that might connect
Obama’s political agenda with that of former radical activist and UIC
education professor William Ayers....
American Libraries Online, Aug. 22; Chicago Tribune, Aug. 27

Alaska college’s shutdown
threatens historic collections

When Sheldon Jackson College in Sitka,
Alaska, shut down its operations last
year, among the many logistical questions
was what to do with the 48,000 items
held by its Stratton Library. The oldest
institution of higher education in the state, the 130-year-old school
abruptly dismissed its 100 faculty and staff on June 29, 2007,
following years of financial troubles. Former library director Ginny
Norris Blackson and a group of around 20 librarians, museum
workers, and other concerned individuals have been sorting through
the materials and trying to protect them....
American Libraries Online, Aug. 22

Hartford branch reopenings delayed as officials
squabble

Officials said two shuttered Hartford (Conn.) Public Library branches
would not reopen August 25 as planned, due to a continuing
squabble between the city council and Mayor Eddie A. Perez. After
the council voted unanimously August 11 to restore $200,000 to the
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ALA Midwinter Meeting,
Denver, January 23–28.
Exhibit dates are January
23–26. Explore marketing
and advertising
opportunities.
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library’s budget, the library board announced that the Mark Twain
and Blue Hills branches would reopen on the first day of school. But
Perez claimed August 20 that because the action violated the city’s
charter, he need take no action on it....
American Libraries Online, Aug. 22

ALA News
Slow economy fuels surge in library visits

With the nation facing tough economic times, Americans are visiting
their local public libraries more often and checking out items with
greater frequency. Libraries across the United States report that
more people are turning to libraries in record numbers to take
advantage of the free resources available there. According to the
ALA’s 2008 State of America’s Libraries Report, Americans visited
their libraries nearly 1.3 billion times and checked out more than 2
billion items in the past year, an increase of more than 10% since
2001....

Print PSA features Kareem Abdul-Jabbar

The Campaign for America’s Libraries has a print public service
announcement featuring Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, honorary chair of
Library Card Sign-up Month, available for free download. You can
also have your library’s logo added to the PSA at no additional
charge and a copy emailed to you in a PDF format within two
weeks....

Conference enhancements

The University of
Washington Libraries’
information and library
material discoveryand-delivery platform
WorldCat Local was
launched in the spring
of 2007. It has been a
boon for the UW
libraries and its users
ever since. Library
Technology Reports
44, no. 6, WorldCat
Local at the
University of
Washington
Libraries, by Jennifer
L. Ward, Steve Shadle,
and Pam Mofjeld,
provides an overview
of the platform’s
development, usability
testing methods and
exercises, and
implementation. NEW!
From ALA
TechSource.

In this issue
August 2008

ALA President Jim Rettig writes: “By
visiting countries other than your own,
you can get a new perspective on how
you might do things differently. Having
attended conferences in other countries
the past few months, I have gained new
perspectives on library conference practices. I wonder which ones
might enhance the Annual Conference experience for ALA members?
How about a spirited closing ceremony featuring a girls’ marching
drum corps (above), as I witnessed at the Crimea 2008 conference in
Sudak, Ukraine?”...
Twilight Librarian, Aug. 25

Wikipedia and
Literacy Skills
Reframing Gaming
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Featured review: Books for youth

Lanagan, Margo. Tender Morsels. Oct. 2008.
448p. Knopf, hardcover (978-0-375-848117).
After a horrific upbringing, 15-year-old Liga
and her two daughters are magicked away
into another world, which differs in one
crucial aspect: It is utterly safe and free from
surprise. In time, though, the old world
intrudes upon their quiet heaven, and Liga
and her daughters must face a painful
reunion with reality. At its essence, this is a story about good
and evil, not at all unusual for a fantasy, but there isn’t a
single usual thing in the way that Lanagan (who won a 2006
Printz Honor for Black Juice) goes about it. As in Red Spikes
(2007), Lanagan touches on nightmarish adult themes,
including multiple rape scenarios and borderline human-animal
sexual interactions, which reserve this for the most mature
readers....

@

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

Division News
Nancy Cartwright offers PSAs for Teen Read Week

Nancy Cartwright, the voice of Bart Simpson, has recorded three
public service announcements for Teen Read Week 2008. You can
download the PSAs and use them to raise awareness about Teen
Read Week. They can be played over school announcements or
provided to a local radio station to use. Each PSA is 30 seconds long.
Teen Read Week will be celebrated October 12–18....

Relive RUSA’s Literary Tastes
Breakfast at Anaheim

Refresh your memories of jokes about
Jewish mothers, or give yourself another
chance to taste other choice morsels
from the RUSA Literary Tastes Breakfast
by viewing videos of the event or
downloading them for your iPod. This
year’s speakers were Lisa Margonelli
(right, Oil on the Brain: Adventures from the Pump to the Pipeline),
Jon Clinch (Finn), Joyce Antler (You Never Call, You Never Write!: A
History of the Jewish Mother), Ron Carlson (Five Skies), Patrick
Rothfuss (The Name of the Wind), and Susan Elizabeth Phillips
(Natural Born Charmer)....

YALSA Road Trip 2009

YALSA has launched a new initiative called the YALSA Road Trip, in
which members will attend a library conference in every state in
2009. The division is seeking volunteers to host a social event, plan a
program, or staff an exhibit booth at all state library conferences
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/august/082708.htm[7/17/2014 1:36:38 PM]

Gratitude As a
Catalyst
Speaking
Technically
Details from
Disneyland

The Cultural
Communities Fund is
an endowment to
support cultural
programming in
libraries. The National
Endowment for the
Humanities has offered
a challenge grant of
matching funds in
response. With the
assistance of the
Public and Cultural
Programs Advisory
Committee, more than
$1.3 million has been
raised toward the
goal. Please join the
list of CCF donors
today by making your
own donation. Your
gift will help us cross
the finish
line by September 2.
To learn more, contact
Deb Robertson.

Career Leads
from

Library Database
Sales Rep,
Southwest, H. W.
Wilson Company, with
3–5 years sales
experience and
extensive knowledge of
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next year. The initiative grew out of YALSA President Sarah Cornish
Debraski’s presidential theme, “Engaging the YALSA Community,” as
well as member feedback asking for more localized opportunities to
participate in YALSA....

Libraries chosen for YA Galley and Teens’ Top Ten
Project

YALSA has selected 15 public libraries and school library media
centers from across the country to participate in its YA Galley/Teens’
Top Ten Project. The selected libraries will receive review and galley
copies of new young adult titles from the more than 30 participating
publishers and choose the nominees for the Teens’ Top Ten, in which
teens nationwide voice their choice for their favorite books each year.
This year’s vote will take place October 12–18....

Awards

the library and
academic marketplaces.
A bachelor’s degree is
required. An MLS/MLIS
degree is a plus.
Extensive travel and
attendance at national
and regional library
conferences is required.
Texas residency is
preferred....

@

More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week

Global information literacy logo
contest winner

Artist Edgar Luy Pérez of Havana, Cuba, has
won the $3,000 prize for creating a global
information literacy logo. The winning design
was unveiled at the UNESCO session of the International Federation
of Library Associations and Institutions annual congress in early
August. Almost 200 designs were submitted by 139 artists from 36
countries. IFLA’s Information Literacy Section will develop a toolkit to
promote the logo’s international use....
International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions, Aug. 10

Try out for the Sparky Awards

Illustrate in a short video presentation your vision of the value of free
exchange of information. The Sparky Awards are organized by SPARC
(Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition) and
cosponsored by ACRL, the Association of Research Libraries, Campus
MovieFest, the University of Pennsylvania Libraries, Students for Free
Culture, and the Student PIRGs. Videos must be no more than two
minutes. Deadline for submissions is November 30....
Sparky Awards

2008 Carter G. Woodson Book Awards

The National Council for the Social Studies has
announced the 2008 winners of the Carter G.
Woodson Book Awards for the most distinguished
social science books appropriate for young readers
that depict ethnicity in the United States. The winner
in the Secondary level is Don’t Throw Away Your Stick
Till You Cross the River: The Journey of an Ordinary
Man by Vincent Collin Beach, with Anni Beach (Five
Star Publications)....
National Council for the Social Studies

Seen Online
Is Mickey’s copyright in rough
waters?

As Mickey Mouse turns 80 this fall, the most
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The Civil Rights Digital
Library promotes an
enhanced understanding
of the 1960s movement
by helping users
discover primary
sources and other
educational materials
from libraries, archives,
museums, public
broadcasters, and
others on a national
scale. The CRDL
features a collection of
unedited news film from
the WSB (Atlanta) and
WALB (Albany, Ga.)
television archives held
by the Walter J. Brown
Media Archives and
Peabody Awards
Collection at the
University of Georgia
Libraries. Users can
browse by events,
places, people, topics,
or media type. The
CRDL provides educator
resources and
contextual materials,
including Freedom on
Film, relating instructive
stories and discussion
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The lawyer for former Beverly (Mass.) Public Library Director Thomas
Scully said police failed until recently to turn over evidence that could
clear his client of child pornography charges. Ronald Ranta said the
evidence, which he described only as “images,” would have convinced
a grand jury not to indict Scully in July 2005. Scully, who was
Beverly’s library director for 19 years, is accused of inviting a
teenage boy at the library to his home and allowing the boy access
to child pornography on Scully’s home computer....

questions from the Civil
Rights Movement in
Georgia, and the New
Georgia Encyclopedia,
delivering engaging
online articles and
multimedia. CRDL is a
partnership among
librarians, technologists,
archivists, educators,
scholars, academic
publishers, and public
broadcasters. It receives
support through a
National Leadership
Grant for Libraries
awarded to the
University of Georgia by
the Institute of Museum
and Library Services.

Lawrence library director
keeps promise to eat bugs

Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.

beloved rodent in show business is widely
regarded as a national treasure. Acts of
Congress have extended Disney’s copyright
so long that they provoked a Supreme Court
challenge, making Mickey the ultimate symbol of intellectual
property. But then a grumpy former employee looked closely at fine
print long forgotten in company archives: Film credits from the 1920s
reveal imprecision in copyright claims that some experts say could
invalidate Disney’s exclusive rights....
Los Angeles Times, Aug. 22

Lawyer claims evidence withheld in child-porn case

Salem (Mass.) News, Aug. 21

Several months ago, the Lawrence
(Kans.) Public Library director threw out
a challenge. Bruce Flanders had vowed
to eat insects if children participating in
the 2008 summer reading program
—“Catch the Reading Bug”—read lots of
books beyond those required in the
program. The 2,200 children and young adults in the program
succeeded. On August 20, Flanders sat down in front of an audience
of about 30 children to dine on a meal of barbecue-flavored
mealworms. Watch the video (1:58)....
Lawrence (Kans.) Journal-World, Aug. 21

Kids protest Long Beach Main Library shutdown

Enraged over a city proposal to close the Long Beach (Calif.) Main
Public Library, dozens of residents made emotional pleas to keep it
open and some challenged the validity of city officials’ reasoning at a
public meeting in the library auditorium August 26. “I don’t
understand why you want to hurt us by taking away a place of our
future and something dear to my past,” said 10-year-old Elizabeth
Alvarado, who attended the meeting with about 30 parents, students,
and other children....
Long Beach (Calif.) Press-Telegram, Aug. 26

Israel to display Dead Sea Scrolls
online

In a crowded laboratory painted in gray and
cooled like a cave, half-a-dozen specialists
embarked this week on a historic undertaking:
digitally photographing every one of the
thousands of fragments of the Dead Sea Scrolls with the aim of
making the entire file—among the most sought-after and examined
documents on earth—available to all on the internet. Scholars
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Public
Perception
How the World
Sees Us

“Burn down the
library. C’mon, all
the books in the
world are already
digitized. Burn the
thing down. Change
it into a gathering
place, a digital
commons. Stop air
conditioning the
books. Enough
already. None of us
has the Alexandria
Library. Michigan,
Stanford, Oxford,
Indiana. Those guys
have digitized their
collections. What
have you got that
they haven’t got?
Why are you buying
a new book? Buy
digital. Enough.”
—Adrian Sannier, chief
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continually ask the Israel Antiquities Authority, the custodian of the
scrolls, for access to them. The process will probably take one to two
years—more before it is available online—and is being led by former
Jet Propulsion Laboratory scientist Greg Bearman....
New York Times, Aug. 27

technology officer at Arizona
State University, in his
keynote speech, “A New
American University for
Next-Gen Learners,” Campus
Technology 2008 conference,
July 29, Boston.

Layoffs possible at LSSI-managed library

The Jackson–Madison County (Tenn.) Library could lay off employees
to make up for an operating deficit its managers blame on stagnant
local government funding. Officials with Library Systems and
Services, the Maryland-based company that operates the two
branches, are slated to present a spending plan to the library board
next month that trims $110,000 in planned expenses. Library costs
have been rising, but city and county officials have not increased
appropriations....
Jackson (Tenn.) Sun, Aug. 27

Poplar Bluff library staffer sues over Potter party

A former staff member is suing the Poplar Bluff (Mo.) Public Library
after she says she was discriminated against and suspended from her
job for refusing to promote a Harry Potter book she believes
advocates “worship of the occult.” Deborah Smith, a member of
Temple Baptist Church, filed suit in U.S. District Court in May,
alleging that her participation in the library’s release party for Harry
Potter and the Deathly Hallows last summer would have forced her
to engage in “promoting witchcraft to children.”...
Baptist Press, Aug. 7

The DCPL Shaw branch’s
changing design

When the District of Columbia’s troubled
library system started tearing down
decrepit old branch libraries with the
promise of snazzy, modern replacements,
part of the justification for the demolitions was that the old buildings
were outmoded, expensive-to-operate eyesores that repelled
potential visitors. So when DCPL Director Ginnie Cooper presented
Shaw residents with plans for a translucent, glass-encased jewel of a
new library (above), the reaction was enthusiastic. And, although
another budget crunch brought revised plans and an alternative
bunker-like design, Cooper insisted that the glass façade be retained
(see comments)....

On November 15, libraries
across the country will
participate in National
Gaming Day @ your
library—the largest,
simultaneous national
video game tournament
ever held. Kids will be
able to compete against
players at other libraries
and see their scores in
real-time online while
playing at their local
library. For more
information, contact Jenny
Levine.

Ask the ALA
Librarian

Washington Post, Aug. 27

Windsor library spent $36K to fund CEO’s degree

Former Windsor (Ont.) Public Library CEO Brian Bell’s MBA and law
studies cost the library more than $36,000, library board Chairman
Alan Halberstadt said August 20. That includes money for textbooks,
tuition, examination fees, and copying costs while Bell studied parttime at the University of Windsor from January 1999 to December
2007. Bell left the library earlier this month and library board
members have remained tight-lipped about whether he resigned or
was fired....
Windsor (Ont.) Star, Aug. 20

Hawaiian libraries must manage with trimmed
budget

Public libraries in Hawaii will have to offer fewer books, and they
might experience a delay in filling vacant positions, because of a
$2.1-million budget cut this fiscal year, officials told the state Board
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Q. I run a school
media center in a
private school. As a
result of budget
issues at the state
and federal level,
our usual sources
for funding are
drying up. Where
can I find other
sources for funding
my library?
A. Definitely begin
with ALA Library Fact
Sheet 24, Library
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of Education August 19. The state’s slowing economy prompted
lawmakers to trim the library’s budget by more than $900,000, and
Gov. Linda Lingle imposed a 4% spending restriction on all state
departments, or some $1.1 million for libraries....
Honolulu Star-Bulletin, Aug. 20

Israel fears a thief stole bits of its musical legacy

The National Library of Israel in Jerusalem has determined that
hundreds of items are missing from its music section, including
photographs, manuscripts, and letters by Yehudi Menuhin, Jascha
Heifetz, Pablo Casals, Felix Mendelssohn, and Richard Strauss. Many
items are also gone from the archive of the Israeli Philharmonic
Orchestra in Tel Aviv and a historic music library in Haifa. The police
have named as a suspect a 60-year-old Haifa architect who for
several years has been visiting the nation’s archives claiming to be a
music buff doing personal research....
New York Times, Aug. 20

National Library of Australia
building turns 40

The National Library of Australia is celebrating
40 years since the opening of its iconic
building in Canberra. Director-General Jan
Fullerton said the building, with its Parthenonlike columns, is considered one of the city’s
landmarks. But in mid-August, a public accounts committee
suggested NLA may have to cut 45 jobs over the next four years if
budget pressures do not ease. Assistant Director-General Warwick
Caesar said the library might have to limit lending collections to
other institutions and exhibitions, and that its world-class collection
of Indonesian materials is also under threat....
ABC News (Australia), Aug. 25; Melbourne (Vict.) Age, Aug. 21

27,000 books destroyed in Plympton Library fire

Fund Raising: A
Selected Annotated
Bibliography, which
lists several books,
articles, and websites
that should prove
helpful. Also see
Fundraising and
Budgeting for School
Libraries for additional
suggestions. Some
further sources:
Grants, from the ALA
Washington Office,
which speaks to public
and school libraries
(among others);
Improving Literacy
Through School
Libraries from the
U.S. Department of
Education; LTP
(Learning
Technologies Project—
NASA); and
GaleSchools.com.
From the ALA
Professional Tips wiki.

@ The ALA Librarian
welcomes your
questions.

Firefighters fought in vain to save a public library containing 27,000
books August 20 in an early morning blaze. The alarm was raised at
4:30 a.m. after flames were reported coming from the Plympton
Library in Plymouth, England. There were initial fears that the library
housed an important local history archive, but city council officials
said all irreplaceable materials had been transferred to the Plymouth
Central Library two years ago....
Plymouth (U.K.) Western Morning News, Aug. 21

Tech Talk
Take that, stupid printer!

Farhad Manjoo writes: “Because the industry
operates on a classic razor-and-blades
business model—printers themselves aren’t
pricy, but ink and toner refills cost an
exorbitant amount—printer manufacturers have a huge incentive to
get you to replace your cartridges quickly. Many brands are outfitted
with sensors or software that try to predict when they’ll run out of
ink. Often, though, the printer’s guess is off. However, instructions
for fooling different laser printers into thinking you’ve installed a new
cartridge are easy to come by.” For other printer problems, try
fixyourownprinter.com....
Slate, Aug. 21
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Join hundreds of librarians
and library supporters
who have already written
a message of thanks
and appreciation to
Julie Andrews for her
efforts on behalf of
libraries and librarians as
the Honorary Chair of
National Library Week
2008. Send an electronic
thank-you card,
available through
September 1.
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Top 10 calendar tricks

Kevin Purdy writes: “Your online or desktop
calendar can do a lot more than just hold dates
and tell you about them. Free programs and
tweaks can integrate appointments into your
email app, embed a whole-month view into your wallpaper, schedule
birthdays without a single phone call, and improve your faulty
memory for everything. Take a look at 10 free and customizable
hacks you can apply to your own appointment-keeping system.”...
Lifehacker, Aug. 27

AskKids.com relaunches with
drawing feature

Nathania Johnson writes: “Finding online
learning resources that are safe, well-designed,
and fun for my kids is important—but
inexplicably difficult. That’s why I was thrilled
to learn about Ask.com’s expansion and
redesign of AskKids.com. And at the bottom
right corner of the front page, there’s a box
with a pen, pencil, and highlighter. You can
grab one of the utensils with your mouse and draw directly on the
page! It rocks. There’s also a tab for ‘stickers’ that you can put on
your drawing.”...
Search Engine Watch, Aug. 27

New YouTube uploader powered by Gears

You can now upload videos larger than 100MB to YouTube without
installing dedicated software. YouTube started to use Gears to upload
videos. The latest version of Gears introduces some new features
that make manipulating large files much easier. The multivideo
uploader is useful if you want to upload more than one video from a
single video and if some of your videos are more than 100MB. Each
video can be up to 10 minutes in length and up to 1GB in size....
Google Operating System, Aug. 25

Web 2.0’s most ridiculous sites

Robert Luhn writes: “Alas, not every Web 2.0
site is a winner. Many are vague, pointless, or
just plain silly. As web critic Nicholas Carr
notes, ‘If I were called in to rename Web 2.0, I
think I’d call it Gilligan’s Web.’ How do you identify a dumb Web 2.0
site? First, the site’s mission statement must be impenetrable.
Second, the site must solve a problem that has been solved a million
times already. Third, its name must love the letter ‘r’ but eschew
vowels.”...
PC World, Aug. 18

Publishing
National bestseller lists

Philip Stone writes: “There are worse ways of finding
out about a country than looking at its book charts.
For instance, strange as it may seem, Takiji
Kobayashi’s Marxism-inspired Kanikosen (The CrabCanning Boat, right) is a bestseller in Japan at the
moment, 79 years after it was first published. But
given the currently bleak economic climate in the
country, you can see why a story about the
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Calendar
Sept. 2–
Oct. 31:

Fall Festival of the
Book, San Diego,
California. The
University of California,
San Diego Libraries,
and San Diego Book
Arts are cosponsoring
this series of
exhibitions, lectures,
and a film screening to
celebrate the artistry
and craftsmanship of
handmade and rare
books.

Sept. 12:

Webcast, “The
Engaged Library:
Strategies for Building
Vibrant Learning
Communities.”
Cosponsored by ACRL.
Presented by Susan
Gibbons and Wendy
Pradt Lougee.

Sept. 18–20:

International
Symposium on
Emerging Trends and
Technologies in
Libraries and
Information Services,
Jaypee Institute of
Information Technology
University, Noida, Uttar
Pradesh State, India.
Abstracts of papers
may be submitted until
September 15. There is
a discounted
registration fee for ALA
members. Contact
Sanjay Kataria.

Sep. 27–
Oct. 4: Banned
Books Week.

Oct. 12–18:

Teen Read Week.
“Books With Bite @
your library.”
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struggles of poor laborers might be appealing
reading.”...
The Guardian (U.K.), Aug. 21

Kindle 2.0 in the works

Michael Arrington writes: “More rumors about
the new Kindle are emerging. The first device
will have a similar-sized screen as the existing model but will have a
much enhanced form factor. The second will be a large-screen device
aimed at students and will come later. Somewhere around a quarter
of a million Kindles have been sold to date and Amazon is clearly
pushing out the last of the current units via a credit-card promotion
on their site that drops $100 off the $359 device.”...
TechCrunch, Aug. 26; Business Week, Aug. 25

Why we keep buying new field guides

Jesse Smith writes: “This month sees the centennial
of the man credited with creating the modern field
guide, Roger Tory Peterson. The moment is marked
with the release of the Peterson Field Guide to Birds
of North America, combining for the first time the
famed birder’s guides to eastern and western birds.
Field guides remain popular, both in terms of sales
and in the number of titles available. Peterson’s
guides alone have sold in the millions; name almost
any taxonomic group or any location, and there’s probably a field
guide for it.”...

Oct. 16–19:

LITA Forum,
Cincinnati, Ohio.
“Technology and
Community: Building
the Techno Community
Library.”

Oct. 17–19:

AASL Fall Forum, Oak
Brook, Illinois.
“Assessment, Part II:
Constructing and
Interpreting Viable
Tools for Effective
Student Learning in the
Library Media Center.”

Oct. 30–31:

The Smart Set, Aug. 21

Conference on the
Digital University
Library, National
University of La Plata,
Buenos Aires,
Argentina. “The
Challenges of Social
Web.”

10 reasons not to write off reading from a screen

Nov. 2–4:

Michael Bhaskar writes: “Over the past few months there has been
much discussion of an impending digital revolution in the way we
read books. While much of this is hyperbole, there has been
incredulity in many quarters that anyone would ever want to read
from a screen. We are all attached to books, and the idea seems at
first glance anachronistic. However there are some good reasons why
it might not go away as quickly as you’d think. Here’s why.”...
Writer’s Handbook Blog, Aug. 11

ALA TechSource
Gaming, Learning,
and Libraries
Symposium,
Doubletree Hotel, Oak
Brook, Illinois. Keynote
speakers are Andrew
Bub, Jon-Paul Dyson,
Lawrence Kutner, and
Marc Prensky. Consult
the schedule here.

Nov. 5–8:

Actions & Answers
Loss of privacy may mean loss of
security

Journalist and philanthropist Esther Dyson writes:
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XXVIII Charleston
Conference,
Charleston, South
Carolina. “The Best of
Times, the Worst of
Times.”

Nov. 7–9:
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“Privacy is a public Rorschach test: Say the word
aloud, and you can start any number of passionate
discussions. One person worries about governmental
abuse of power; another blushes about his drug use
and sexual history; a third vents outrage about how
corporations collect private data to target their ads
or how insurance companies dig through personal medical records to
deny coverage to certain people. This issue of Scientific American
focuses mostly on technologies that erode privacy and technologies
that preserve it. But to help frame the discussion, I’d like to lay out
three orthogonal points.”...
Scientific American (Sept.)

Key stakeholders in the digital
transformation of higher education

Ithaka’s white paper (PDF file) summarizing its
2006 survey is the first to offer an extensive comparison of attitudes
and perspectives of academic faculty with those of academic
librarians on the perceived roles of the library and librarian on
campus; the effects of transitioning to electronic material on library
practice; the place of digital repositories in the campus informationservices landscape; and the future plans of academic libraries.
Librarians surveyed include both directors and collection development
leaders from a wide variety of four-year academic institutions across
the United States....
Ithaka, Aug. 18

Young Adult
Literature
Symposium,
Millennium Maxwell
House Hotel, Nashville,
Tennessee. Sponsored
by YALSA. Additional
housing is now
available at the
Springhill Suites Metro
Center. To reserve a
room, you must call
(800) 971-4761 and let
them know you are
part of the ALA Group
Block.

Nov. 14–16:

National Council for
the Social Studies,
Annual Conference,
Houston. “Embrace the
Future.”

@

More...

Common launches The Corner

The Common Ground Foundation, created by hip-hop
artist, actor, and children’s author Lonnie Rashid
Lynn (known as “Common”) dedicates itself to the
empowerment and development of urban youth in
the United States. Now the Common Ground
Foundation has launched The Corner, a national
online book club. This interactive platform provides
youth, ages 13–18, with an opportunity to learn
about and discuss reading materials that are
relevant to their lives. Featured books convey
messages of tolerance, compassion, and nonviolent expression....
I Love Libraries

Storytimes for autistic children

Kiera Parrott writes: “Between 1- and 1.5-million Americans are
autistic, so it is no surprise for librarians to see increasing numbers
of autistic children at their programs. In early May, a teacher
contacted me about bringing her class of special learners for a library
visit. I decided to do a bit of research on autism, the autism
spectrum, and teaching methods before their visit. What I came
away with were a few basic guidelines.”...
ALSC Blog, Aug. 23

RDA: The basics

Ann Chapman writes: “Resource Description and Access is the new
cataloging code due to be published next year. The development
process has generated (sometimes heated) discussion. It’s designed
as an online resource. RDA is a content standard—a set of guidelines
for describing a resource. It sets out what information needs to be
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recorded and in what level of detail in order to support the catalog
user in finding, identifying, selecting, and obtaining a resource,
enabling them to make informed choices.”...
Update (CILIP), Aug. 15

Brian Searles,
bsearles@ala.org
Send feedback:
aldirect@ala.org

FCC seeks comments on e-rate changes

For schools that rely on e-rate funding for telecommunications and
internet access, changes are afoot that could impact planning as
soon as funding year 2009. The FCC is seeking comments on
potential changes (PDF file) that in some cases would narrow the list
of eligible technologies and in other cases expand it. The notice was
released July 31; comments are due by September 17. One topic
under consideration is whether standalone internet filtering products
should be funded by e-rate....
T.H.E. Journal, Aug. 22

Favorite fictional librarians

David Wright writes: “In a recent post, I
enthused about a few of my favorite fictional
librarians, and invited others to share their
favorites. The suggestions that followed were
many and varied, ranging from Public
Librarian Barbara Gordon, aka Batgirl (right),
to Henry DeTamble from Audrey
Niffenegger’s The Time Traveler’s Wife,
to Garth Nix’s Lirael, who is given a job as assistant librarian, which
turns her whole life around.”...
Shelf Talk, Aug. 21

WorldCat Copyright Evidence Registry

OCLC is piloting a new service for libraries that encourages librarians
to discover and share information about the copyright status of
books. The WorldCat Copyright Evidence Registry is an effort to build
a union catalog of copyright evidence based on WorldCat. Its goal is
to encourage a cooperative environment to discover, create, and
share copyright evidence through a collaboratively created and
maintained database, using the WorldCat model to eliminate duplicate
efforts....
OCLC, Aug. 25

10 simple rules for crushing
innovation (satire)

David Donathan writes: “Change is not popular.
Heck, people hate change. It causes the status
quo to become unsettled and the familiar starts
to go away, replaced with uncertainty. Our
comfort zone is demolished and we have to try
to resettle into uncharted territory. I have a
unique program called ‘Endiscouragement: The
Fine Art of Encouraging No Change Without Being Perceived as a
Naysayer.’ It has 10 simple rules, which, if judiciously applied, will
gradually lead the agents of change to conform to the culture of No
that we are so carefully trying to preserve.”...
University Business, July

10 ways to cope with information overload

Sarah Houghton-Jan writes: “What is information overload? 27
instant messages. 4 text messages. 17 phone calls. 98 work emails.
52 personal emails. 76 email listserv messages. 14 social network
messages. 127 social network status updates. 825 RSS feed updates.
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30 pages from a book. 5 letters. 11 pieces of junk mail. 1 periodical
issue. 3 hours of radio. 1 hour of television. That, my friends, is
information overload. Here are 10 techniques for managing it, each
in a distinct area of information input.”...
Ariadne 56 (July)

The European Digital Library

In August, the European Commission
urged the EU member states to step up
efforts to digitize their cultural works and
give Europeans access to museums and
libraries at home without having to travel.
Some libraries have already begun
digitization projects, but the progress is
slow. While countries like Slovenia are
making exemplary headway, only one in four German museums that
have digitized material offers online access to it....
Euronews, Aug. 26; PublicTechnology.net, Aug. 26

I Am—The Library

I Am—The Library is an ethnographic video
project, which documents the everyday
ways a public library is used. Set in and
around the Denver Central Library a few
weeks before the 2008 Democratic National
Convention, it was inspired by the social
and oratorical work (“I Am—Somebody”) of
the Rev. Jesse Jackson, a former presidential candidate whose life
work as a civil rights activist was triggered when, as a 20-year-old
college student, he fought to desegregate his hometown public
library....
Rocky Mountain PBS, Aug. 11

The Democrats go to Denver,
1908

The Denver Public Library is putting on an
exhibition called “1908: When the
Democrats First Came to Denver” through
October 31. The show has more than 100
photographs and artifacts and is a joint
exhibit of DPL and the Colorado Historical
Society. In this video recap (7:55) of the
exhibit, CHS’s Judy Steiner narrates a
script by DPL’s Myron Vallier. The three songs included—“Democratic
Fun,” “Denver Auditorium March,” and “Pickles and Peppers”—were
originally written for the 1908 Democratic Convention, which
nominated William Jennings Bryan for President....
Denver Public Library

The Night Bookmobile

Chicago writer and artist Audrey
Niffenegger’s 2004 short story “The
Night Bookmobile” has been serialized in
graphic-novel format in The Guardian
newspaper, one page every Saturday,
beginning on July 5. It tells the story of
an insomniac woman who goes out for a
late-night walk and makes a remarkable
literary discovery: “The first time I saw
the night bookmobile, I was walking down Ravenswood Avenue at 4

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/august/082708.htm[7/17/2014 1:36:38 PM]

AL Direct, August 27, 2008

o’clock in the morning.”...

The Guardian (U.K.), July 5–Aug. 23

Hi-fi, sci-fi library

Michael Porter writes: “Several months
ago LITA asked me to be one of their
keynote speakers at their upcoming
National Forum (October 16–19). This
made me happy, proud, excited, and,
well, a little nervous. What might get
people’s toes tapping before the
presentation? Yep! A groovy library song! As far as I am concerned,
what the world needs is a collection of ‘hi-fi, sci-fi libraries.’ And I
was so excited about this idea that I just had to sing it out loud,”
accompanied by David Lee King (left) and a host of library celebrities
and supporters. This video (high-res version here) (4:27) is meant to
be played LOUD. Lyrics and credits are here....
Libraryman, Aug. 23; blip.tv, Aug. 23
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U.S. & World News
===========================================================================
[http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/chi-obama-filesaug27,0,2234082.st
ory]University of Illinois opens Chicago Annenberg Challenge files
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/august2008/an
nenbergchal.cfm]
Following accusations by conservative political writer Stanley Kurtz that
the University of Illinois at Chicago blocked his access to documents
that might portray presumptive Democratic presidential nominee Barack
Obama in an unpatriotic light, the university issued a statement
[http://tigger.uic.edu/htbin/cgiwrap/bin/newsbureau/cgi-bin/index.cgi?from=
Releases&to=Release&id=2268&start=1211664475&end=1219440475&topic=0&dept=0]
August 22 that the materials would be &ldquo;available for public
inspection&rdquo; as of August 26. The release of the documents that day
turned the sterile special collections room at UIC&rsquo;s Richard J.
Daley Library into a media frenzy.
[http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/chi-obama-filesaug27,0,2234082.st
ory] Kurtz had charged that the library had prevented him from examining
Chicago Annenberg Challenge
[http://www.annenberginstitute.org/challenge/about/about.html] documents
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in the Special Collections Department that might connect Obama&rsquo;s
political agenda with that of former radical activist and UIC education
professor William Ayers....
American Libraries Online, Aug. 22; Chicago Tribune, Aug. 27
Alaska college&#8217;s shutdown threatens historic collections
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/august2008/sh
eldonjackson.cfm]
When Sheldon Jackson College in Sitka, Alaska, shut down its operations
last year, among the many logistical questions was what to do with the
48,000 items held by its Stratton Library. The oldest institution of
higher education in the state, the 130-year-old school abruptly dismissed
its 100 faculty and staff on June 29, 2007, following years of financial
troubles. Former library director Ginny Norris Blackson and a group of
around 20 librarians, museum workers, and other concerned individuals
have been sorting through the materials and trying to protect them....
American Libraries Online, Aug. 22
Hartford branch reopenings delayed as officials squabble
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/august2008/ha
rtfordsquabble.cfm]
Officials said two shuttered Hartford (Conn.) Public Library branches
would not reopen August 25 as planned, due to a continuing squabble
between the city council and Mayor Eddie A. Perez. After the council
voted unanimously August 11 to restore $200,000 to the library&rsquo;s
budget, the library board announced that the Mark Twain and Blue Hills
branches would reopen on the first day of school. But Perez claimed
August 20 that because the action violated the city&rsquo;s charter, he
need take no action on it....
American Libraries Online, Aug. 22
===========================================================================
[http://www.kylibasn.org/conferences620.cfm]
===========================================================================
ALA News
===========================================================================
Slow economy fuels surge in library visits
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/august2008/RettigEconomy.cfm]
With the nation facing tough economic times, Americans are visiting their
local public libraries more often and checking out items with greater
frequency. Libraries across the United States report that more people are
turning to libraries in record numbers to take advantage of the free
resources available there. According to the ALA&rsquo;s 2008 State of
America&rsquo;s Libraries Report,
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pio/presscentera/piopresskits/2008statereport/execs
ummary.cfm] Americans visited their libraries nearly 1.3 billion times
and checked out more than 2 billion items in the past year, an increase
of more than 10% since 2001....

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/august/082708.txt[7/17/2014 1:36:40 PM]

Print PSA features Kareem Abdul-Jabbar
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/august2008/CampaignPSAdownload.cf
m]
The Campaign for America&rsquo;s Libraries has a print public service
announcement featuring Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, honorary chair of Library
Card Sign-up Month, available for free download. You can also have your
library’s logo added to the PSA
[http://www.atigraphics.com/new07/ala/ala-custom-psa.html] at no
additional charge and a copy emailed to you in a PDF format within two weeks....
[http://jimrettig.org/blog/wp-content/uploads/2008/08/closing-ceremony-crim
ea-2008-conference-3-sudak-6-13-08.jpg]Conference enhancements
[http://jimrettig.org/blog/2008/08/25/conference-practices/]
ALA President Jim Rettig writes: “By visiting countries other than your
own, you can get a new perspective on how you might do things
differently. Having attended conferences in other countries the past few
months, I have gained new perspectives on library conference practices. I
wonder which ones might enhance the Annual Conference experience for ALA
members? How about a spirited closing ceremony featuring a girls&rsquo;
marching drum corps (above), as I witnessed at the Crimea 2008 conference
in Sudak, Ukraine?”...
Twilight Librarian, Aug. 25

Featured review: Books for youth
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=2817666]
Lanagan, Margo. Tender Morsels. Oct. 2008. 448p. Knopf, hardcover
(978-0-375-84811-7).
After a horrific upbringing, 15-year-old Liga and her two daughters are
magicked away into another world, which differs in one crucial aspect: It
is utterly safe and free from surprise. In time, though, the old world
intrudes upon their quiet heaven, and Liga and her daughters must face a
painful reunion with reality. At its essence, this is a story about good
and evil, not at all unusual for a fantasy, but there isn&rsquo;t a
single usual thing in the way that Lanagan (who won a 2006 Printz Honor
for Black Juice) goes about it. As in Red Spikes (2007), Lanagan touches
on nightmarish adult themes, including multiple rape scenarios and
borderline human-animal sexual interactions, which reserve this for the
most mature readers....
@ Visit Booklist Online [http://www.booklistonline.com] for other reviews
and much more....

Division News
===========================================================================
Nancy Cartwright offers PSAs for Teen Read Week
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/august2008/YALSAcartwrightPSA.cfm
]
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Nancy Cartwright, the voice of Bart Simpson, has recorded three public
service announcements for Teen Read Week 2008. You can download the PSAs
and use them to raise awareness about Teen Read Week. They can be played
over school announcements or provided to a local radio station to use.
Each PSA is 30 seconds long. Teen Read Week will be celebrated October
12–18....
Relive RUSA&#8217;s Literary Tastes Breakfast at Anaheim
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/august2008/RUSAsecondhelping.cfm]
Refresh your memories of jokes about Jewish mothers, or give yourself
another chance to taste other choice morsels from the RUSA Literary
Tastes Breakfast by viewing videos [http://rusa.ala.org/media/ltb/] of
the event or downloading them for your iPod. This year&rsquo;s speakers
were Lisa Margonelli (right, Oil on the Brain: Adventures from the Pump
to the Pipeline), Jon Clinch (Finn), Joyce Antler (You Never Call, You
Never Write!: A History of the Jewish Mother), Ron Carlson (Five Skies),
Patrick Rothfuss (The Name of the Wind), and Susan Elizabeth Phillips
(Natural Born Charmer)....
YALSA Road Trip 2009
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/august2008/YALSAroadtrip.cfm]
YALSA has launched a new initiative called the YALSA Road Trip,
[http://wikis.ala.org/yalsa/index.php/YALSA_at_State_%26_Regional_Conferenc
es] in which members will attend a library conference in every state in
2009. The division is seeking volunteers to host a social event, plan a
program, or staff an exhibit booth at all state library conferences next
year. The initiative grew out of YALSA President Sarah Cornish
Debraski&rsquo;s presidential theme, “Engaging the YALSA Community,” as
well as member feedback asking for more localized opportunities to
participate in YALSA....
Libraries chosen for YA Galley and Teens&#8217; Top Ten Project
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/august2008/YALSAgalleys.cfm]
YALSA has selected 15 public libraries and school library media centers
from across the country to participate in its YA Galley/Teens&rsquo; Top
Ten Project. The selected libraries will receive review and galley copies
of new young adult titles from the more than 30 participating publishers
and choose the nominees for the Teens&rsquo; Top Ten, in which teens
nationwide voice their choice for their favorite books each year. This
year&rsquo;s vote will take place October 12–18....
Awards
===========================================================================
Global information literacy logo contest winner
[http://www.infolitglobal.info/logo/]
Artist Edgar Luy Pérez of Havana, Cuba, has won the $3,000 prize for
creating a global information literacy logo. The winning design was
unveiled at the UNESCO session of the International Federation of Library
Associations and Institutions annual congress in early August. Almost 200
designs were submitted by 139 artists from 36 countries. IFLA’s
Information Literacy Section will develop a toolkit to promote the logo’s
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international use....
International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions, Aug. 10
Try out for the Sparky Awards
[http://www.sparkyawards.org/details/index.shtml]
Illustrate in a short video presentation your vision of the value of free
exchange of information. The Sparky Awards are organized by SPARC
(Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition) and cosponsored
by ACRL, the Association of Research Libraries, Campus MovieFest, the
University of Pennsylvania Libraries, Students for Free Culture, and the
Student PIRGs. Videos must be no more than two minutes. Deadline for
submissions is November 30....
Sparky Awards
2008 Carter G. Woodson Book Awards
[http://www.socialstudies.org/awards/carterG/winners]
The National Council for the Social Studies has announced the 2008
winners of the Carter G. Woodson Book Awards for the most distinguished
social science books appropriate for young readers that depict ethnicity
in the United States. The winner in the Secondary level is Don&rsquo;t
Throw Away Your Stick Till You Cross the River: The Journey of an
Ordinary Man by Vincent Collin Beach, with Anni Beach (Five Star
Publications)....
National Council for the Social Studies
Seen Online
===========================================================================
Is Mickey&#8217;s copyright in rough waters?
[http://www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-mickey22-2008aug22,0,6883462.story]
As Mickey Mouse turns 80 this fall, the most beloved rodent in show
business is widely regarded as a national treasure. Acts of Congress have
extended Disney’s copyright so long that they provoked a Supreme Court
challenge, making Mickey the ultimate symbol of intellectual property.
But then a grumpy former employee looked closely at fine print long
forgotten in company archives: Film credits from the 1920s reveal
imprecision in copyright claims that some experts say could invalidate
Disney’s exclusive rights....
Los Angeles Times, Aug. 22
Lawyer claims evidence withheld in child-porn case
[http://www.salemnews.com/archivesearch/local_story_234001024.html]
The lawyer for former Beverly (Mass.) Public Library Director Thomas
Scully said police failed until recently to turn over evidence that could
clear his client of child pornography charges. Ronald Ranta said the
evidence, which he described only as “images,” would have convinced a
grand jury not to indict Scully in July 2005. Scully, who was Beverly’s
library director for 19 years, is accused of inviting a teenage boy at
the library to his home and allowing the boy access to child pornography
on Scully’s home computer....
Salem (Mass.) News, Aug. 21

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/august/082708.txt[7/17/2014 1:36:40 PM]

[http://www2.ljworld.com/videos/2008/aug/20/20099/]Lawrence library
director keeps promise to eat bugs
[http://www2.ljworld.com/news/2008/aug/21/readers_dig_library_directors_bug
_diet/]
Several months ago, the Lawrence (Kans.) Public Library director threw
out a challenge. Bruce Flanders had vowed to eat insects if children
participating in the 2008 summer reading program&mdash;&ldquo;Catch the
Reading Bug&rdquo;&mdash;read lots of books beyond those required in the
program. The 2,200 children and young adults in the program succeeded. On
August 20, Flanders sat down in front of an audience of about 30 children
to dine on a meal of barbecue-flavored mealworms. Watch the video
[http://www2.ljworld.com/videos/2008/aug/20/20099/] (1:58)....
Lawrence (Kans.) Journal-World, Aug. 21
Kids protest Long Beach Main Library shutdown
[http://www2.presstelegram.com/news/ci_10312136]
Enraged over a city proposal to close the Long Beach (Calif.) Main Public
Library, dozens of residents made emotional pleas to keep it open and
some challenged the validity of city officials’ reasoning at a public
meeting in the library auditorium August 26. “I don’t understand why you
want to hurt us by taking away a place of our future and something dear
to my past,” said 10-year-old Elizabeth Alvarado, who attended the
meeting with about 30 parents, students, and other children....
Long Beach (Calif.) Press-Telegram, Aug. 26
Israel to display Dead Sea Scrolls online
[http://www.nytimes.com/2008/08/27/world/middleeast/27scrolls.html]
In a crowded laboratory painted in gray and cooled like a cave, half-a-dozen specialists embarked this week on a
historic undertaking: digitally
photographing every one of the thousands of fragments of the Dead Sea
Scrolls with the aim of making the entire file&mdash;among the most
sought-after and examined documents on earth&mdash;available to all on
the internet. Scholars continually ask the Israel Antiquities Authority,
the custodian of the scrolls, for access to them. The process will
probably take one to two years&mdash;more before it is available
online&mdash;and is being led by former Jet Propulsion Laboratory
scientist Greg Bearman....
New York Times, Aug. 27
Layoffs possible at LSSI-managed library
[http://www.jacksonsun.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080827/NEWS01/80827
0316]
The Jackson–Madison County (Tenn.) Library could lay off employees to
make up for an operating deficit its managers blame on stagnant local
government funding. Officials with Library Systems and Services, the
Maryland-based company that operates the two branches, are slated to
present a spending plan to the library board next month that trims
$110,000 in planned expenses. Library costs have been rising, but city
and county officials have not increased appropriations....
Jackson (Tenn.) Sun, Aug. 27
Poplar Bluff library staffer sues over Potter party
[http://www.bpnews.net/BPnews.asp?ID=28630]
A former staff member is suing the Poplar Bluff (Mo.) Public Library
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after she says she was discriminated against and suspended from her job
for refusing to promote a Harry Potter book she believes advocates
“worship of the occult.” Deborah Smith, a member of Temple Baptist
Church, filed suit in U.S. District Court in May, alleging that her
participation in the library’s release party for Harry Potter and the
Deathly Hallows last summer would have forced her to engage in “promoting
witchcraft to children.”...
Baptist Press, Aug. 7
The DCPL Shaw branch&#8217;s changing design
[http://voices.washingtonpost.com/rawfisher/2008/08/from_glass_gem_to_bunke
r_a_dc.html]
When the District of Columbia’s troubled library system started tearing
down decrepit old branch libraries with the promise of snazzy, modern
replacements, part of the justification for the demolitions was that the
old buildings were outmoded, expensive-to-operate eyesores that repelled
potential visitors. So when DCPL Director Ginnie Cooper presented Shaw
residents with plans for a translucent, glass-encased jewel of a new
library (above), the reaction was enthusiastic. And, although another
budget crunch brought revised plans and an alternative bunker-like
design, Cooper insisted that the glass façade be retained (see
comments)....
Washington Post, Aug. 27
Windsor library spent $36K to fund CEO&#8217;s degree
[http://www.canada.com/windsorstar/news/story.html?id=5012fa81-80a6-4bce-ad
a1-5dcb57ce310b]
Former Windsor (Ont.) Public Library CEO Brian Bell’s MBA and law studies
cost the library more than $36,000, library board Chairman Alan
Halberstadt said August 20. That includes money for textbooks, tuition,
examination fees, and copying costs while Bell studied part-time at the
University of Windsor from January 1999 to December 2007. Bell left the
library earlier this month and library board members have remained
tight-lipped about whether he resigned or was fired....
Windsor (Ont.) Star, Aug. 20
Hawaiian libraries must manage with trimmed budget
[http://starbulletin.com/2008/08/20/news/story03.html]
Public libraries in Hawaii will have to offer fewer books, and they might
experience a delay in filling vacant positions, because of a $2.1-million
budget cut this fiscal year, officials told the state Board of Education
August 19. The state’s slowing economy prompted lawmakers to trim the
library’s budget by more than $900,000, and Gov. Linda Lingle imposed a
4% spending restriction on all state departments, or some $1.1 million
for libraries....
Honolulu Star-Bulletin, Aug. 20
Israel fears a thief stole bits of its musical legacy
[http://www.nytimes.com/2008/08/20/world/middleeast/20music.html]
The National Library of Israel in Jerusalem has determined that hundreds
of items are missing from its music section, including photographs,
manuscripts, and letters by Yehudi Menuhin, Jascha Heifetz, Pablo Casals,
Felix Mendelssohn, and Richard Strauss. Many items are also gone from the
archive of the Israeli Philharmonic Orchestra in Tel Aviv and a historic
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music library in Haifa. The police have named as a suspect a 60-year-old
Haifa architect who for several years has been visiting the
nation&rsquo;s archives claiming to be a music buff doing personal
research....
New York Times, Aug. 20
National Library of Australia building turns 40
[http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2008/08/25/2345648.htm?section=entertai
nment]
The National Library of Australia is celebrating 40 years since the
opening of its iconic building in Canberra. Director-General Jan
Fullerton said the building, with its Parthenon-like columns, is
considered one of the city’s landmarks. But in mid-August, a public
accounts committee suggested NLA may have to cut 45 jobs over the next
four years if budget pressures do not ease. Assistant Director-General
Warwick Caesar said
[http://news.theage.com.au/national/cutbacks-hit-national-gallery-library-2
0080821-3z7d.html] the library might have to limit lending collections to
other institutions and exhibitions, and that its world-class collection
of Indonesian materials is also under threat....
ABC News (Australia), Aug. 25; Melbourne (Vict.) Age, Aug. 21
27,000 books destroyed in Plympton Library fire
[http://www.thisiswesternmorningnews.co.uk/news/Blaze-destroys-library-27-0
00-books/article-281310-detail/article.html]
Firefighters fought in vain to save a public library containing 27,000
books August 20 in an early morning blaze. The alarm was raised at 4:30
a.m. after flames were reported coming from the Plympton Library in
Plymouth, England. There were initial fears that the library housed an
important local history archive, but city council officials said all
irreplaceable materials had been transferred to the Plymouth Central
Library two years ago....
Plymouth (U.K.) Western Morning News, Aug. 21
Tech Talk
===========================================================================
Take that, stupid printer! [http://www.slate.com/id/2198316/]
Farhad Manjoo writes: “Because the industry operates on a classic
razor-and-blades business model&mdash;printers themselves aren’t pricy,
but ink and toner refills cost an exorbitant amount&mdash;printer
manufacturers have a huge incentive to get you to replace your cartridges
quickly. Many brands are outfitted with sensors or software that try to
predict when they’ll run out of ink. Often, though, the printer’s guess
is off. However, instructions for fooling different laser printers into
thinking you’ve installed a new cartridge are easy to come by.” For other
printer problems, try fixyourownprinter.com
[http://www.fixyourownprinter.com/]....
Slate, Aug. 21
Top 10 calendar tricks
[http://lifehacker.com/5042273/top-10-calendar-tricks]
Kevin Purdy writes: “Your online or desktop calendar can do a lot more
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than just hold dates and tell you about them. Free programs and tweaks
can integrate appointments into your email app, embed a whole-month view
into your wallpaper, schedule birthdays without a single phone call, and
improve your faulty memory for everything. Take a look at 10 free and
customizable hacks you can apply to your own appointment-keeping
system.”...
Lifehacker, Aug. 27
AskKids.com relaunches with drawing feature
[http://blog.searchenginewatch.com/blog/080827-101454]
Nathania Johnson writes: “Finding online learning resources that are
safe, well-designed, and fun for my kids is important—but inexplicably
difficult. That’s why I was thrilled to learn about Ask.com’s expansion
and redesign of AskKids.com [http://www.AskKids.com]. And at the bottom
right corner of the front page, there’s a box with a pen, pencil, and
highlighter. You can grab one of the utensils with your mouse and draw
directly on the page! It rocks. There’s also a tab for ‘stickers’ that
you can put on your drawing.”...
Search Engine Watch, Aug. 27
New YouTube uploader powered by Gears
[http://googlesystem.blogspot.com/2008/08/youtube-uploader-powered-by-gears
.html]
You can now upload videos larger than 100MB to YouTube without installing
dedicated software. YouTube started to use Gears
[http://gears.google.com/] to upload videos. The latest version of Gears
introduces some new features that make manipulating large files much
easier. The multivideo uploader is useful if you want to upload more than
one video from a single video and if some of your videos are more than
100MB. Each video can be up to 10 minutes in length and up to 1GB in
size....
Google Operating System, Aug. 25
[http://yubnub.org/]Web 2.0&#8217;s most ridiculous sites
[http://www.pcworld.com/article/149850/web_20s_most_ridiculous_sites.html]
Robert Luhn writes: “Alas, not every Web 2.0 site is a winner. Many are
vague, pointless, or just plain silly. As web critic Nicholas Carr notes,
‘If I were called in to rename Web 2.0, I think I’d call it Gilligan’s
Web.’ How do you identify a dumb Web 2.0 site? First, the site’s mission
statement must be impenetrable. Second, the site must solve a problem
that has been solved a million times already. Third, its name must love
the letter ‘r’ but eschew vowels.”...
PC World, Aug. 18
Publishing
===========================================================================
National bestseller lists
[http://blogs.guardian.co.uk/books/2008/08/how_bestsellers_chart_the_stat.h
tml]
Philip Stone writes: “There are worse ways of finding out about a country
than looking at its book charts. For instance, strange as it may seem,
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Takiji Kobayashi’s Marxism-inspired Kanikosen (The Crab-Canning Boat,
right) is a bestseller in Japan at the moment, 79 years after it was
first published. But given the currently bleak economic climate in the
country, you can see why a story about the struggles of poor laborers
might be appealing reading.”...
The Guardian (U.K.), Aug. 21
Kindle 2.0 in the works
[http://www.techcrunch.com/2008/08/26/if-amazon-really-wants-to-get-serious
-about-the-kindle/]
Michael Arrington writes: “More rumors
[http://www.businessweek.com/the_thread/techbeat/archives/2008/08/here_come
s_kind.html] about the new Kindle are emerging. The first device will
have a similar-sized screen as the existing model but will have a much
enhanced form factor. The second will be a large-screen device aimed at
students and will come later. Somewhere around a quarter of a million
Kindles have been sold to date and Amazon is clearly pushing out the last
of the current units via a credit-card promotion on their site that drops
$100 off the $359 device.”...
TechCrunch, Aug. 26; Business Week, Aug. 25
Why we keep buying new field guides
[http://www.thesmartset.com/article/article08210801.aspx]
Jesse Smith writes: “This month sees the centennial of the man credited
with creating the modern field guide, Roger Troy Peterson. The moment is
marked with the release of the Peterson Field Guide to Birds of North
America, combining for the first time the famed birder&rsquo;s guides to
eastern and western birds. Field guides remain popular, both in terms of
sales and in the number of titles available. Peterson&rsquo;s guides
alone have sold in the millions; name almost any taxonomic group or any
location, and there&rsquo;s probably a field guide for it.”...
The Smart Set, Aug. 21
10 reasons not to write off reading from a screen
[http://palgrave.typepad.com/writers_handbook/2008/08/10-reasons-not.html]
Michael Bhaskar writes: “Over the past few months there has been much
discussion of an impending digital revolution in the way we read books.
While much of this is hyperbole, there has been incredulity in many
quarters that anyone would ever want to read from a screen. We are all
attached to books, and the idea seems at first glance anachronistic.
However there are some good reasons why it might not go away as quickly
as you&rsquo;d think. Here&rsquo;s why.”...
Writer’s Handbook Blog, Aug. 11
===========================================================================
[http://americanlibrariesbuyersguide.com]
===========================================================================
Actions & Answers
===========================================================================
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Loss of privacy may mean loss of security
[http://www.sciam.com/article.cfm?id=how-loss-of-privacy-may-mean-loss-of-s
ecurity]
Journalist and philanthropist Esther Dyson writes: “Privacy is a public
Rorschach test: Say the word aloud, and you can start any number of
passionate discussions. One person worries about governmental abuse of
power; another blushes about his drug use and sexual history; a third
vents outrage about how corporations collect private data to target their
ads or how insurance companies dig through personal medical records to
deny coverage to certain people. This issue of Scientific American
focuses mostly on technologies that erode privacy and technologies that
preserve it. But to help frame the discussion, I&rsquo;d like to lay out
three orthogonal points.”...
Scientific American (Sept.)
Key stakeholders in the digital transformation of higher education
[http://www.ithaka.org/research/faculty-and-librarian-surveys]
Ithaka’s white paper (PDF file
[http://www.ithaka.org/research/Ithakas%202006%20Studies%20of%20Key%20Stake
holders%20in%20the%20Digital%20Transformation%20in%20Higher%20Education.pdf
]) summarizing its 2006 survey is the first to offer an extensive
comparison of attitudes and perspectives of academic faculty with those
of academic librarians on the perceived roles of the library and
librarian on campus; the effects of transitioning to electronic material
on library practice; the place of digital repositories in the campus
information-services landscape; and the future plans of academic
libraries. Librarians surveyed include both directors and collection
development leaders from a wide variety of four-year academic
institutions across the United States....
Ithaka, Aug. 18
Common launches The Corner
[http://www.ilovelibraries.org/news/topstories/common.cfm]
The Common Ground Foundation, created by hip-hop artist, actor, and
children&rsquo;s author Lonnie Rashid Lynn (known as
&ldquo;Common&rdquo;) dedicates itself to the empowerment and development
of urban youth in the United States. Now the Common Ground Foundation has
launched The Corner
[http://www.commongroundfoundation.org/thecorner.html], a national online
book club. This interactive platform provides youth, ages 13–18, with an
opportunity to learn about and discuss reading materials that are
relevant to their lives. Featured books convey messages of tolerance,
compassion, and nonviolent expression....
I Love Libraries
Storytimes for autistic children [http://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/?p=536]
Kiera Parrott writes: “Between 1- and 1.5-million Americans are autistic,
so it is no surprise for librarians to see increasing numbers of autistic
children at their programs. In early May, a teacher contacted me about
bringing her class of special learners for a library visit. I decided to
do a bit of research on autism, the autism spectrum, and teaching methods
before their visit. What I came away with were a few basic guidelines.”...
ALSC Blog, Aug. 23
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The basics
[http://www.cilip.org.uk/publications/updatemagazine/archive/archive2008/se
ptember/rdachapman.htm]
Ann Chapman writes: “Resource Description and Access is the new
cataloging code due to be published next year. The development process
has generated (sometimes heated) discussion. It&rsquo;s designed as an
online resource. RDA is a content standard—a set of guidelines for
describing a resource. It sets out what information needs to be recorded
and in what level of detail in order to support the catalog user in
finding, identifying, selecting, and obtaining a resource, enabling them
to make informed choices.”...
Update (CILIP), Aug. 15
FCC seeks comments on e-rate changes
[http://www.thejournal.com/articles/23146]
For schools that rely on e-rate funding for telecommunications and
internet access, changes are afoot that could impact planning as soon as
funding year 2009. The FCC is seeking comments on potential changes (PDF
file
[http://hraunfoss.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/FCC-08-173A1.pdf]) that
in some cases would narrow the list of eligible technologies and in other
cases expand it. The notice was released July 31; comments
[http://fjallfoss.fcc.gov/cgi-bin/websql/prod/ecfs/upload_v2.hts?ws_mode=pr
oc_name&proc_id=02-6] are due by September 17. One topic under
consideration is whether standalone internet filtering products should be
funded by e-rate....
T.H.E. Journal, Aug. 22
[http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G40JsVZmfmc&feature=related]Favorite
fictional librarians
[http://shelftalk.spl.org/2008/08/21/fantastic_librarians/]
David Wright writes: “In a recent post, I enthused about a few of my
favorite fictional librarians, and invited others to share their
favorites. The suggestions that followed were many and varied, ranging
from Public Librarian Barbara Gordon, aka Batgirl
[http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G40JsVZmfmc&feature=related] (right), to
Henry DeTamble from Audrey Niffenegger&rsquo;s The Time Traveler&rsquo;s
Wife, to Garth Nix&rsquo;s Lirael, who is given a job as assistant
librarian, which turns her whole life around.”...
Shelf Talk, Aug. 21
WorldCat Copyright Evidence Registry
[http://www.oclc.org/us/en/news/releases/200832.htm]
OCLC is piloting a new service for libraries that encourages librarians
to discover and share information about the copyright status of books.
The WorldCat Copyright Evidence Registry is an effort to build a union
catalog of copyright evidence based on WorldCat. Its goal is to encourage
a cooperative environment to discover, create, and share copyright
evidence through a collaboratively created and maintained database, using
the WorldCat model to eliminate duplicate efforts....
OCLC, Aug. 25
10 simple rules for crushing innovation
[http://www.universitybusiness.com/viewarticle.aspx?articleid=1086]
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(satire)
David Donathan writes: “Change is not popular. Heck, people hate change.
It causes the status quo to become unsettled and the familiar starts to
go away, replaced with uncertainty. Our comfort zone is demolished and we
have to try to resettle into uncharted territory. I have a unique program
called ‘Endiscouragement: The Fine Art of Encouraging No Change Without
Being Perceived as a Naysayer.’ It has 10 simple rules, which, if
judiciously applied, will gradually lead the agents of change to conform
to the culture of No that we are so carefully trying to preserve.”...
University Business, July
10 ways to cope with information overload
[http://www.ariadne.ac.uk/issue56/houghton-jan/]
Sarah Houghton-Jan writes: “What is information overload? 27 instant
messages. 4 text messages. 17 phone calls. 98 work emails. 52 personal
emails. 76 email listserv messages. 14 social network messages. 127
social network status updates. 825 RSS feed updates. 30 pages from a
book. 5 letters. 11 pieces of junk mail. 1 periodical issue. 3 hours of
radio. 1 hour of television. That, my friends, is information overload.
Here are 10 techniques for managing it, each in a distinct area of
information input.”...
Ariadne 56 (July)
The European Digital Library
[http://www.euronews.net/en/article/26/08/2008/the-european-digital-library
-in-august-the-european-commission-urged-the-eu-member-states-to-step-up-ef
forts-to-digitise-their-cultural-works-and-make-them-available-online-in-aeuropean-digital-library/]
In August, the European Commission urged the EU member states to step up
efforts to digitize their cultural works and give Europeans access to
museums and libraries at home without having to travel. Some libraries
have already begun digitization projects,
[http://www.publictechnology.net/modules.php?op=modload&name=News&file=arti
cle&sid=17089] but the progress is slow. While countries like Slovenia
are making exemplary headway, only one in four German museums that have
digitized material offers online access to it....
Euronews, Aug. 26; PublicTechnology.net, Aug. 26
I Am&#8212;The Library
[http://www.rmpbs.org/panorama/index.cfm/entry/274/rss]
I Am—The Library is an ethnographic video project, which documents the
everyday ways a public library is used. Set in and around the Denver
Central Library a few weeks before the 2008 Democratic National
Convention, it was inspired by the social and oratorical work (“I
Am—Somebody”) of the Rev. Jesse Jackson, a former presidential candidate
whose life work as a civil rights activist was triggered when, as a
20-year-old college student, he fought to desegregate his hometown public
library....
Rocky Mountain PBS, Aug. 11
The Democrats go to Denver, 1908
[http://history.denverlibrary.org/news/1908.html]
The Denver Public Library is putting on an exhibition called “1908: When
the Democrats First Came to Denver” through October 31. The show has more
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than 100 photographs and artifacts and is a joint exhibit of DPL and the
Colorado Historical Society. In this video recap
[http://history.denverlibrary.org/news/1908.html] (7:55) of the exhibit,
CHS’s Judy Steiner narrates a script by DPL’s Myron Vallier. The three
songs included—“Democratic Fun,” “Denver Auditorium March,” and “Pickles
and Peppers”—were originally written for the 1908 Democratic Convention,
which nominated William Jennings Bryan for President....
Denver Public Library
The Night Bookmobile
[http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/series/nightbookmobile]
Chicago writer and artist Audrey Niffenegger’s 2004 short story “The
Night Bookmobile” has been serialized in graphic-novel format in The
Guardian newspaper, one page every Saturday, beginning on July 5. It
tells the story of an insomniac woman who goes out for a late-night walk
and makes a remarkable literary discovery: “The first time I saw the
night bookmobile, I was walking down Ravenswood Avenue at 4 o&rsquo;clock
in the morning.”...
The Guardian (U.K.), July 5–Aug. 23
[http://blip.tv/file/1199162/]Hi-fi, sci-fi library
[http://www.libraryman.com/blog/2008/08/23/hi-fi-sci-fi-library-back-story/
]
Michael Porter writes: “Several months ago LITA asked me to be one of
their keynote speakers at their upcoming National Forum
[http://www.lita.org/ala/lita/litaevents/litaforum2008/2008forumkeynote.cfm
] (October 16–19). This made me happy, proud, excited, and, well, a
little nervous. What might get people&rsquo;s toes tapping before the
presentation? Yep! A groovy library song! As far as I am concerned, what
the world needs is a collection of ‘hi-fi, sci-fi libraries.’ And I was
so excited about this idea that I just had to sing it out loud,”
accompanied by David Lee King (left) and a host of library celebrities
and supporters. This video (high-res version here
[http://blip.tv/file/1199162/]) (4:27) is meant to be played LOUD. Lyrics
and credits are here
[http://www.libraryman.com/blog/2008/08/23/hi-fi-sci-fi-library-the-lyricsand-credits/]....
Libraryman, Aug. 23; blip.tv, Aug. 23
[http://www.rittenhouse.com/]
===========================================================================
[http://www.ala.org/ala/conferencesevents/upcoming/midwinter/home.cfm]
ALA Midwinter Meeting,
[http://www.ala.org/ala/conferencesevents/upcoming/midwinter/2009/faq.cfm]
Denver, January 23–28. Exhibit dates are January 23–26. Explore marketing
[http://exhibitors.ala.org/MW09/homepage.html] and advertising
[http://exhibitors.ala.org/advertising/pdfs/MW09_Advertising_Opportunities_
Order_Form.pdf] opportunities.
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[http://www.techsource.ala.org/ltr/worldcat-local-at-the-univ-of-washington
-libraries.html]
The University of Washington Libraries’ information and library material
discovery-and-delivery platform WorldCat Local was launched in the spring
of 2007. It has been a boon for the UW libraries and its users ever
since. Library Technology Reports 44, no. 6, WorldCat Local at the
University of Washington Libraries,
[http://www.techsource.ala.org/ltr/worldcat-local-at-the-univ-of-washington
-libraries.html] by Jennifer L. Ward, Steve Shadle, and Pam Mofjeld,
provides an overview of the platform’s development, usability testing
methods and exercises, and implementation. NEW! From ALA TechSource.

In this issue
August 2008
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/tableofcontents/2008contents/aug2008.cfm]
Wikipedia and Literacy Skills
Reframing Gaming
Gratitude As a Catalyst
Speaking Technically
Details from Disneyland

The Cultural Communities Fund
[http://www.ala.org/ala/ppo/ccf/culturalcommunities.cfm] is an endowment
to support cultural programming in libraries. The National Endowment for
the Humanities has offered a challenge grant of matching funds in
response. With the assistance of the Public and Cultural Programs
Advisory Committee, more than $1.3 million has been raised toward the
goal. Please join the list of CCF donors
[http://www.ala.org/ala/ppo/ccf/ccfdonors.cfm] today by making your own
donation. Your gift will help us cross the finish line by September 2. To
learn more, contact Deb Robertson. [mailto:drobertson@ala.org]

Career Leads from
[http://joblist.ala.org/]
Library Database Sales Rep, Southwest,
[http://joblist.ala.org/modules/jobseeker/controller.cfm?scr=jobdetail&jobi
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d=11531] H. W. Wilson Company, with 3–5 years sales experience and
extensive knowledge of the library and academic marketplaces. A
bachelor&rsquo;s degree is required. An MLS/MLIS degree is a plus.
Extensive travel and attendance at national and regional library
conferences is required. Texas residency is preferred....
@ More jobs [http://joblist.ala.org/]...

Digital Library of the Week
[http://crdl.usg.edu/voci/go/crdl/dvd/viewItem/video/6261]
The Civil Rights Digital Library [http://crdl.usg.edu/voci/go/crdl/home/]
promotes an enhanced understanding of the 1960s movement by helping users
discover primary sources and other educational materials from libraries,
archives, museums, public broadcasters, and others on a national scale.
The CRDL features a collection of unedited news film from the WSB
(Atlanta) and WALB (Albany, Ga.) television archives held by the Walter
J. Brown Media Archives and Peabody Awards Collection at the University
of Georgia Libraries. Users can browse by events, places, people, topics,
or media type. The CRDL provides educator resources and contextual
materials, including Freedom on Film [http://www.civilrights.uga.edu/],
relating instructive stories and discussion questions from the Civil
Rights Movement in Georgia, and the New Georgia Encyclopedia,
[http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org] delivering engaging online articles
and multimedia. CRDL is a partnership among librarians, technologists,
archivists, educators, scholars, academic publishers, and public
broadcasters. It receives support through a National Leadership Grant for
Libraries awarded to the University of Georgia by the Institute of Museum
and Library Services.
Do you know of a digital library collection that we can mention in this
AL Direct feature? Tell us about it. [mailto:aldirect@ala.org]

Public Perception
How the World
Sees Us
“Burn down the library. C&rsquo;mon, all the books in the world are
already digitized. Burn the thing down. Change it into a gathering place,
a digital commons. Stop air conditioning the books. Enough already. None
of us has the Alexandria Library. Michigan, Stanford, Oxford, Indiana.
Those guys have digitized their collections. What have you got that they
haven&rsquo;t got? Why are you buying a new book? Buy digital. Enough.”
?Adrian Sannier, chief technology officer at Arizona State University, in
his keynote speech, &#8220;A New American University for Next-Gen
Learners,&#8221;
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[http://hosted.mediasite.com/hosted4/Catalog/?cid=242fec69-f0be-41f4-bfd7-5
b25bdcd4472] Campus Technology 2008 conference, July 29, Boston.
[http://www.ilovelibraries.org/gaming/index.cfm]
On November 15, libraries across the country will participate in National
Gaming Day @ your library
[http://www.ilovelibraries.org/gaming/index.cfm]—the largest,
simultaneous national video game tournament ever held. Kids will be able
to compete against players at other libraries and see their scores in
real-time online while playing at their local library. For more
information, contact Jenny Levine. [mailto:jlevine@ala.org]
Ask the ALA Librarian

Q. I run a school media center in a private school. As a result of budget
issues at the state and federal level, our usual sources for funding are
drying up. Where can I find other sources for funding my library?
A. Definitely begin with ALA Library Fact Sheet 24, Library Fund Raising:
A Selected Annotated Bibliography,
[http://www.ala.org/library/fact24.html] which lists several books,
articles, and websites that should prove helpful. Also see Fundraising
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Fundraising] and
Budgeting for School Libraries
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Budgeting] for
additional suggestions. Some further sources: Grants
[http://www.ala.org/ala/washoff/woissues/washfunding/grants/grants.cfm],
from the ALA Washington Office, which speaks to public and school
libraries (among others); Improving Literacy Through School Libraries
[http://www.ed.gov/programs/lsl/index.html] from the U.S. Department of
Education; LTP (Learning Technologies Project&#8212; NASA)
[http://learn.arc.nasa.gov/grants/grants.html]; and GaleSchools.com
[http://www.galeschools.com/grant_goldmine]. From the ALA Professional
Tips wiki
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/School_Library_Funding].
@ The ALA Librarian [mailto:AskTheLibrarian@ala.org] welcomes your
questions.

Join hundreds of librarians and library supporters who have already
written a message of thanks and appreciation to Julie Andrews for her
efforts on behalf of libraries and librarians as the Honorary Chair of
National Library Week 2008. Send an electronic thank-you card,
[http://julieandrews.wufoo.com/forms/thank-you-julie-andrews/] available
through September 1.
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Calendar
Sept. 2–
Oct. 31:
Fall Festival of the Book,
[http://www.newswise.com/articles/view/543704/] San Diego, California.
The University of California, San Diego Libraries, and San Diego Book
Arts are cosponsoring this series of exhibitions, lectures, and a film
screening to celebrate the artistry and craftsmanship of handmade and
rare books.
Sept. 12:
Webcast, [http://www.scup.org/profdev/notravel/2008/engaged_library.html]
“The Engaged Library: Strategies for Building Vibrant Learning
Communities.” Cosponsored by ACRL. Presented by Susan Gibbons and Wendy
Pradt Lougee.
Sept. 18–20:
International Symposium on Emerging Trends and Technologies in Libraries
and Information Services, [http://www.ettlis2008.com/]Jaypee Institute of
Information Technology University, Noida, Uttar Pradesh State, India.
Abstracts of papers may be submitted until September 15. There is a
discounted registration fee for ALA members. Contact Sanjay Kataria.
[mailto:skataria.jiitu@gmail.com]
Sep. 27&ndash;
Oct. 4: Banned Books Week
[http://www.ala.org/ala/oif/bannedbooksweek/bannedbooksweek.htm].
Oct. 12&ndash;18:
Teen Read Week [http://www.ala.org/teenread]. &ldquo;Books With Bite @
your library.&rdquo;
Oct. 16&ndash;19:
LITA Forum
[http://www.lita.org/ala/lita/litaevents/litaforum2008/litaforum2008.cfm],
Cincinnati, Ohio. &ldquo;Technology and Community: Building the Techno
Community Library.&rdquo;
Oct. 17&ndash;19:
AASL Fall Forum [HTTP://www.ala.org/aasl/fallforum], Oak Brook, Illinois.
&ldquo;Assessment, Part II: Constructing and Interpreting Viable Tools
for Effective Student Learning in the Library Media Center.&rdquo;
Oct. 30&ndash;31:
Conference on the Digital University Library
[http://jbdu.fahce.unlp.edu.ar/], National University of La Plata, Buenos
Aires, Argentina. &ldquo;The Challenges of Social Web.&rdquo;
Nov. 2–4:
ALA TechSource Gaming, Learning, and Libraries Symposium,
[http://gaming.techsource.ala.org/index.php/Main_Page] Doubletree Hotel,
Oak Brook, Illinois. Keynote speakers are Andrew Bub, Jon-Paul Dyson,
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Lawrence Kutner, and Marc Prensky. Consult the schedule here.
[http://docs.google.com/View?docid=ddvvhzjx_15d6snzgdk]
Nov. 5–8:
XXVIII Charleston Conference, [http://www.katina.info/conference/]
Charleston, South Carolina. “The Best of Times, the Worst of Times.”
Nov. 7&ndash;9:
Young Adult Literature Symposium
[http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/yalitsymposium/symposium.htm], Millennium
Maxwell House Hotel, Nashville, Tennessee. Sponsored by YALSA. Additional
housing is now available at the Springhill Suites Metro Center. To
reserve a room, you must call (800) 971-4761 and let them know you are
part of the ALA Group Block.
Nov. 14–16:
National Council for the Social Studies,
[http://www.socialstudies.org/conference] Annual Conference, Houston.
“Embrace the Future.”
@ More [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/calendar/calendar.cfm]...
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