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U.S. & World News
EPA gives Congress library-reopening
timeline

The Environmental Protection Agency submitted March
26 its EPA National Library Network Report to
Congress (PDF file) on the state of the EPA National
Library Network. The report noted that the four closed
libraries will be reopened by September 30, namely
Region 5 in Chicago, Region 6 in Dallas, Region 7 in Kansas City, and
the EPA Headquarters Repository and the Chemical Library in
Washington, D.C. The EPA has said that it will continue to be in contact
with affected stakeholders as the library plans are finalized....

Washington librarian helped nab Montana
library thief

A Great Falls, Montana, man was arrested March 27 and
charged with interstate transportation of stolen goods in
relation to the theft in February 2006 of at least 648
maps found on his property that were stolen from some
100 books in the Congressional Serial Set owned by
Western Washington University’s Wilson Library in
Bellingham. In fact, it was WWU Government Information
Librarian Robert Lopresti (right) who jump-started the case against
James Brubaker two years earlier by notifying campus police that the
library had been robbed and actively pursuing leads....

Library worker’s firing sparks firestorm

The firing of a worker at the Tulare County (Calif.) Library two days
after she defied a supervisor by alerting police to a patron viewing what
she believed to be child pornography has sparked controversy and the
threat of a lawsuit. When Brenda Biesterfeld saw a man viewing
pictures of naked boys on a public access computer at the library’s
Lindsay branch February 28, she called her supervisor, Library Services
Specialist Judi Hill, at the main library. She said Hill told her to give the
man, who was deaf, a note telling him to stop immediately, but when
Biesterfeld suggested calling the police, Hill told her not to....

Alice on Her Way waylaid in Washington
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ALA Annual Conference
in Anaheim, California,
June 26–July 2. Will this
be your first time at an
ALA conference? Find out
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Alice on Her Way will remain in the library at Icicle River
Middle School in Leavenworth, Washington, but with
borrowing privileges restricted to students who have
parental consent. Parent Dave Winters had objected to
Phyllis Reynolds Naylor’s novel, part of the oft-challenged
Alice series, due to its depiction of sexuality. Accepting
the recommendation of a review committee, the school
board unanimously decided March 24 to retain the book,
believing that it would be beneficial for older middle
school students....

ALA News
Promote Woman’s Day health
initiative

Libraries have until May 11 to promote a
new health initiative sponsored by ALA’s
Campaign for America’s Libraries and Woman’s Day magazine. The
magazine is looking for stories on how readers have used the library to
improve a family member’s or their own health. Stories can be
submitted here, and up to four of the submissions will be featured in
the March 2009 issue....

more about ALA structure,
how to get involved, and
where to get yourself
oriented.

James Frey, author of the
memoirs A Million Little
Pieces and My Friend
Leonard, will engage in a
conversation with
American Libraries Editorin-Chief Leonard Kniffel as
part of the Auditorium
Speaker Series, Sunday,
June 29, 1:30–2:30 p.m.

Step Up to the Plate swings into
action

Season three of Step Up to the Plate @ your
library officially launched April 1. The program
teams up two American classics—baseball and
libraries—to promote the importance of
information literacy skills and increase
awareness of the library as an essential information resource. The Step
Up to the Plate trivia game is now available to library patrons on the
program’s website....

The OITP Copyright Slider answers your
questions

This compact Copyright Slider, created by the Office for
Information Technology Policy, provides instant access to
copyright laws and guidelines. Simply align the arrows by
date of publication to determine a work’s copyright status
and term. And the “Permission needed?” box provides a
quick answer to this very important question. This is a
useful tool for librarians, teachers, artists, students,
researchers, attorneys, or anyone who needs clear, concise
information on copyright terms and conditions....
District Dispatch, Mar. 27

Julie Andrews @ your library

In case you hadn’t heard, Academy Award-winning
actress and author Julie Andrews is the honorary
chair for this year’s National Library Week. Isn’t it
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Celebrate Young
People’s Poetry
Week (April 14–20)
with the latest issue of
Book Links Quick Tips,
a free monthly enewsletter. With
features on haiku
books and poet
Douglas Florian, this
issue of Quick Tips
offers public librarians,
school library media
specialists, reading
specialists, and
teachers a wealth of
ideas for sharing
poetry with children.
Sign up for future
issues here. NEW!
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exciting to have such a cultural icon representing
libraries? Andrews lent her image for use in a print
PSA that ALA is pitching to national publications. You
can catch the PSA in the April issue of O, the Oprah
Magazine, as well as recent issues of Entertainment
Weekly and the AARP Bulletin....
Visibility @ your library blog, Mar. 26

From Book Links.

In this issue
April 2008

National Library Week turns
50

National Library Week began in 1958 and
is celebrating its 50th anniversary this
year on April 13–19. In 1968, the Ryukyu
Islands issued a stamp (right) to
commemorate the 10th anniversary of
International Library Week. At that time the Ryukyus were under the
semi-autonomous administration of the United States. The
“international” aspect refers to the fact that there were both American
military libraries and Japanese village libraries on the islands. The
theme for International Library Week in 1968 was the same as National
Library Week in the states: “Be all you can be—Read.”...
Library History Buff, Apr. 1

AL Focus
National Library Week video:
Vending machine

Do you ever put all of your change into a
vending machine, and then wish there
were options other than Doritos, Fritos,
Snickers, and Skittles? To help celebrate
National Library Week (April 13–19), we
spin a tale with a very happy (v)ending.
Fact: Americans spend more than twice as
much on salty snacks as they do on public libraries. Starring Chicago
improv comic Shad Kunkle....

Going for the Green
Library Design
Showcase
Makeover at the
Mansion
Learning Side by
Side
Homegrown
Superstars Say
READ to Succeed

National Library Week video:
Super sized

Nothing is more popular than McDonald’s,
right? Don’t be so sure. To help celebrate
National Library Week (April 13–19), take
a trip through the information drivethrough and see what ends up in your
take-out bag. Fact: There are more public
libraries than McDonald’s in the U.S.—a
total of 16,549, including branches. Starring Chicago improv comic Shad
Kunkle and shot at . . . well, the location should be obvious....

National Library Week video:
Game on

The spirits of Pac-Man, Donkey Kong, and
Pitfall live in this dot-gobbling, laser-firing
celebration of National Library Week (April
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To enhance your 2008 El
día de los niños/El día
de los libros celebration,
First Book is offering a
special collection of
Spanish and bilingual
books. Find out how to
register your Día program
to access these resources
for free or for a reduced
price.

Career Leads
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13–19). This week’s fun fact: Americans
spend nearly 10 times as much money on
home video games ($9.9 billion) as they do
on school library materials for their
children ($1 billion). Starring Chicago improv comic Shad Kunkle and
shot at Morton College Library in Cicero, Illinois....

Featured review: Adult books

Harrod-Eagles, Cynthia. Game Over. June 2008.
224p. Severn, hardcover (978-0-7278-6615-8).
The versatile Harrod-Eagles is a dab hand at
everything from historical romances and
sweeping family sagas to teen fiction and police
procedurals, and her latest book, another
winning entry in the Bill Slider series, shows off
her writing skills to perfection. Slider is soon to
become a husband and, shortly afterward, a father, because
his fiancée, Joanna, is expecting their first child. But when
journalist Ed Stonax is murdered, Slider must shift his
priorities. Stonax was a respected newspaperman who
resigned to join the government. Shortly afterward, he and a
colleague were photographed in a compromising situation with
a young woman, and Stonax suffered a spectacular fall from
grace. Now he is dead, and Slider must find his killer....

@

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

Anaheim Update
Orange County Zoo

The Orange County Zoo is located in Irvine
Regional Park in the city of Orange, about 20
driving minutes east of the Convention Center.
Open seven days a week from 10 a.m. to 3:30
p.m., the zoo displays animals native to the
southwestern United States in eight acres of
native plants and majestic oak trees. Animals to see include black bear,
mountain lion, North American porcupine, beaver, bald eagle, golden
eagle, and ocelot....

from

Information
Management Intern.
The Soap and
Detergent Association,
Washington, D.C., is
seeking an intern to
assist in establishing a
long-term management
plan for a large archive
of scientific
information....

@

More jobs...

Learn how to celebrate
Jazz Appreciation Month
(April), led by the
Smithsonian Institution’s
National Museum of
American History.

Digital Library
of the Week

Orange County Zoo

Straight talk about airport security

Lori Doyle, customer service manager for the
Transportation Security Administration at Louisville
(Ky.) International Airport, answers questions about
checkpoints, screening, TSA personnel, nail clippers,
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Towanda Area
History. To preserve
the history of Towanda,
in McLean County,
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liquids, suspicious behavior, dealing with impatient
passengers, and airport safety: “With our new
system, maybe 7–8% of the bags we screen are
opened. A lot of the alarms we get are on things we know we’re going
to get alarms on: aerosol-type products, peanut butter, things with
weird consistencies, or a lot of electronics or metal that the machine
can’t read through. The percentage has gone down a good bit. It used
to be 13 or 14%. The machine tells us what to do, and we do it.”...
Louisville (Ky.) Courier-Journal, Jan. 17

Division News
Public librarians meet over books in
Minneapolis

In Minneapolis for the 12th biennial national conference
of the Public Library Association, March 25–29, public
librarians from across the country and around the world
gathered for a week of discussions, seminars, exhibits,
and programs. Many of the activities were all firmly
rooted in unabashed reverence for the power of reading
and books, as evidenced by the dozens of authors who
appeared throughout the conference. No one drew a bigger crowd than
opening session keynoter John Wood (above), who dazzled a large
portion of the more than 10,000 attendees with his vision of “education
for every child on earth.” For more PLA photos, see the American
Libraries Flickr site....

Don’t try to strong-arm us—we’re the library!

Tony Ross writes: “This was definitely the line of the PLA conference,
and it came from the mouth of Queens (N.Y.) Library Marketing Director
James Keller while he was giving his presentation on branding. Walking
around the entire room as he spoke without any notes, he talked the
audience through the basics of stakeholder identifications, targeted
audiences, strategic positioning statements, marketing plans, and
maximizing resources.”...
PLA Blog, Mar. 27

Nonfiction readers’ advisory at
PLA

Rick Roche writes: “Barry Trott of the
Williamsburg (Va.) Regional Library began the
program ‘When the Story is True: Practicing
Nonfiction Readers’ Advisory’ by reading
comments about the book Arc of Justice by
Kevin Boyle (2004). From the use of phrases
about well-drawn characters, tense settings, and compelling story, he
said that many readers might assume that the book was a novel. It
happens instead to be narrative nonfiction, otherwise known as ‘literary
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Illinois, and in part
inspired by the frequent
questions from the
public about the Duncan
Manor, a three-story
Italianate farmhouse
built in 1869 and visible
from nearby I-55, the
Towanda Area Historical
Society partnered with
the Towanda District
Library in 2006 to
obtain a digital imaging
grant from the Illinois
State Library entitled
“Capturing Towanda’s
Past for Eternity.” The
grant allowed for the
digitization of more than
1,500 photographs,
newspaper articles,
documents, and audio
interviews. Duncan
Manor is being restored
by its new owner, Diane
Sullivan. Listen to a
March 28 podcast
interview with Sullivan
on its restoration.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.

Public
Perception
How the World
Sees Us

“But then twitching
nervously in the
presence of a
librarian wasn’t an
uncommon response
—librarians, like
ministers of religion,
and poets, and
people with serious
mental health
disorders, can make
people nervous.
Librarians possess a
kind of occult
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journalism’ or ‘creative nonfiction.’” Find a sampling of other online PLA
presentations and conference coverage here, and don’t miss the
dancing librarians video (0:18)....
PLA Blog, Mar. 28; iLibrarian, Mar. 31

School Library Media Month

Award-winning author Carmen Agra Deedy is the voice
behind various public service announcements
advocating for school library media centers in schools
across the country during School Library Media Month
in April. The PSAs range from 10 to 30 seconds and
are available in MP3 or broadcast-quality formats.
Listeners are invited by Deedy to “Join the circle of
knowledge” in their school libraries by celebrating
SLMM. Deedy will kick off the month reading her stories at New York
City Public School 89 on April 7....

WrestleMania Reading Challenge
champions

YALSA and World Wrestling Entertainment
congratulate David Silva of Orlando, Florida,
and Ajoura Gwinn (right) of Munhall,
Pennsylvania, on becoming the 2008
WrestleMania Reading Challenge Champions.
Silva beat out four others in the grades 7–8
category by answering questions about Stuck in Neutral by Terry
Trueman, while Gwinn bested four competitors in the grades 9–12
category with her knowledge of Ball Don’t Lie by Matt de la Pena. The
competition was held March 29 at the Orlando Public Library....

YALSA launches Operation Teen
Book Drop

power, an aura.
They could silence
people with just a
glance. At least,
they did in Israel’s
fantasies. In Israel’s
fantasies, librarians
were mildmannered
superheroes, with
extrasensory
perceptions and
shape-shifting
capacities and a
highly developed
sense of
responsibility who
demanded respect
from everyone they
met. In reality,
Israel couldn’t
silence even Mrs.
Onions on her
mobile phone when
she was disturbing
other readers on the
van.”
—Ian Sansom, The Book
Stops Here: A Mobile Library
Mystery (Harper Paperback,
forthcoming, Aug. 2008).

Teen patients in pediatric hospitals across the
United States and Canada received 10,000
young adult novels, audiobooks, and graphic
novels March 27, as readergirlz (an online book community for teen
girls) and YALSA plan to celebrate the second annual Support Teen
Literature Day on April 17. This teen literacy program, coined
“Operation TBD” (Teen Book Drop), puts free books—altogether valued
at more than $175,000—donated by 20 book publishers into the hands
of teens in need of solace, entertainment, and a sense of personal
accomplishment....

Topping off the new Choice building

Choice magazine, a publishing unit of ACRL,
celebrated the groundbreaking of its new office on
March 25. The new Liberty Square building, located
on Main Street in Middletown, Connecticut, will
have retail space on the ground floor, and Choice
will occupy the entire third floor. Liberty Square
will be a green building, and Choice will continue
the theme with green office furniture and energy-efficient lighting....

New ACRL Assessment Immersion
program

The ACRL Institute for Information Literacy has
added a new track. The Assessment Immersion
Track: Assessment in Practice is intended for
librarians with leadership roles in information-literacy program

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/april/040208.htm[7/17/2014 1:28:03 PM]

This new ALA Report,
Serving Non-English
Speakers in U.S.
Public Libraries,
provides information
about library services
and programs
developed for nonEnglish speakers,
including effectiveness
of services, barriers to
library use, most
frequently used
services, and most
success library
programs by language
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development who want to improve their knowledge and practice of both
classroom and program assessment. Applications for the track, which
will be held December 4–7, are now being accepted. The deadline to
apply is June 2....

ALSC heads west for 2008 National
Institute

served. Download it
here (PDF file).

Ask the ALA
Librarian

Housing reservations are now available for the
2008 ALSC National Institute, September 18–
20, at the Hilton Salt Lake City Center, Utah.
Institute registration will open on May 1 with special early bird pricing
for ALSC members through June 30. The institute is a two-and-a-half
day intensive learning opportunity with a youth services focus and is
designed for youth library staff, children’s literature experts, education
and library school faculty members, and other interested adults....

AASL President’s Program to discuss IF

The AASL President’s Program at the 2008 ALA Annual
Conference will be on the topic of “Intellectual Freedom:
A Core Value” and feature author and librarian Susan
Patron, 8–10 a.m., June 28. Susan Patron is author of
the controversial 2007 Newberry Medal book The Higher
Power of Lucky and a retired juvenile materials collection
development manager at Los Angeles Public Library....

Julie Walker featured in podcast

AASL Executive Director Julie Walker is featured in the
latest podcast from the ALA Public Information Office.
Walker discusses issues addressed in ALA’s upcoming
State of America’s Libraries Report, which is being
released as part of National Library Week (April 13–19),
and touches on such topics as School Library Media
Month, the role of school libraries and library media
specialists, and important legislative initiatives....
Visibility @ your library, Apr. 1

New AASL institute to kick off at Annual Conference

AASL’s newest licensed institute, “Reading and the Secondary School
Library Media Specialist,” will premier June 27 as a preconference to the
2008 ALA Annual Conference in Anaheim, California. Presented by Pam
Berger, the institute is designed to address critical topics in reading for
library media specialists serving grades 7 to 12....

ASCLA President’s Program on the Universal Library

Attendees will learn about the concept of the universal library and how
to incorporate universal design into their user services during the
ASCLA President’s Program at ALA Annual Conference in Anaheim, June
29. A panel of subject-matter experts will discuss strategies for
designing and maintaining physical and virtual collections, in a building
that everyone can access, with a staff that is diverse and reflective of
all of the citizens....

Everett Kline to speak at AASL Fall Forum

Everett Kline, assistant superintendent for instruction and
learning for the South Orange–Maplewood (N.J.) School
District, will be the endnote speaker at the AASL Fall
Forum in Oak Brook, Illinois, October 15–17. He will
speak on “Our Beliefs, Our Practice: Ensuring That They
Match.” Over the last 10 years, Kline has been a
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Q. I know National
Library Week must
be coming up soon.
Where can I get
some information on
it to put into our
school calendar?
A. National Library
Week is just around
the corner, April 13–
19, 2008. First held in
1958, National Library
Week is sponsored by
the American Library
Association and
libraries across the
country each April. It
is a time to celebrate
the contributions of
our nation’s libraries
and librarians and to
promote library use
and support. All types
of libraries—school,
public, academic, and
special—participate. In
2008, National Library
Week will be
celebrated under the
theme, “Join the Circle
of Knowledge @ your
library,” incorporating
the @ your library
brand of the Campaign
for America’s Libraries.
Julie Andrews is the
honorary chair of
National Library Week
2008. See the
summary page of
library promotions and
events for other
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consultant for public and private schools, school districts,
colleges and universities, and state departments of education in more
than 45 states and seven foreign countries....

LITA acquisitions editor named

LITA has appointed Robert H. McDonald to the position of
LITA acquisitions editor. McDonald is Chronopolis project
manager for the San Diego Supercomputer Center at the
University of California, San Diego, and began his two-year
term in March. The acquisitions editor is charged with
developing topics for LITA guides and monographs....

promotional
opportunities in April,
including three that
can tie directly to
promoting your school
library. From the ALA
Professional Tips wiki.

@ The ALA Librarian
welcomes your
questions.

LITA web manager named

LITA has appointed Jean Rainwater to the position of LITA web
manager. Following an application process that culminated in interviews
at ALA Midwinter, the board approved Rainwater, co-leader of
Integrated Technology Services at Brown University Libraries in
Providence. She began her two-year term in March....

Round Table News
International collaboration and resource sharing

The International Relations Round Table will host a preconference in
Anaheim, California, June 27, that will focus on resource sharing for
international libraries. HINARI, OARE, and AGORA are sister programs
set up to assist developing countries in gaining access to current
scientific information, and three of the speakers will explain how these
programs help provide access to current scientific journals for
developing countries. A fourth speaker will discuss eIFL, Electronic
Information for Libraries....
IRRT Blog, Apr. 1

Awards
Tim Jewell wins Coutts Award

Tim Jewell, director of information resources, collections,
and scholarly communication at the University of
Washington, is the winner of the first annual Coutts Award
for Innovation in Electronic Resources Management. The
award, administered by the ALCTS Collection Management
and Development Section, recognizes innovative contributions to
electronic collections management and development practice. The
recipient receives a $2,000 award donated by Coutts Information
Services....

Harriet Henderson receives Sullivan
Award

Harriet Henderson, director of the Richmond (Va.) Public
Library, has been selected to receive the 2008 ALA
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Calendar
May 2:

Art of Storytelling
Professional
Exchange Workshop,
Miami-Dade (Fla.)
Public Library System.

May 6–7:

Politics and
Networking, Southern
Adirondack Library
System, Saratoga
Springs, New York.
Certified Public Library
Administrator course
sponsored by PLA.

May 7–8:

Strategic HR:
Organization and
Personnel
Management, Ohio
Library Council,
Columbus. Certified
Public Library
Administrator course
sponsored by PLA.
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Peggy Sullivan Award for Public Library Administrators
Supporting Services to Children. Henderson’s focus on
early childhood literacy and the role of the public library
in promoting early education has been a hallmark of her
career. The award is donated by and honors Peggy Sullivan, 1980–1981
ALA president and former ALA executive director....

Barbara Ford wins Humphry Award

Barbara J. Ford is this year’s recipient of the
International Relations Committee’s John Ames
Humphry/OCLC/Forest Press Award. OCLC/Forest Press
donated the cash award of $1,000, given to an
individual for a significant contribution to international
librarianship. Ford, director of the Mortenson Center for
International Library Programs and a professor at the
library of the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, received the
award for her extensive publications and significant contributions to ALA
and IFLA....

Margaret Stieg Dalton wins Mudge Award

Margaret Stieg Dalton, associate professor in the
University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, School of Library and
Information Studies, has received the 2008 Isadore Gilbert
Mudge–Gale Cengage Learning Award presented by RUSA.
The award of $5,000 and a citation, donated by Gale
Cengage Learning, recognizes distinguished contributions
to reference librarianship....

Ka-Neng Au receives Dun & Bradstreet
Award

Ka-Neng Au, business librarian at the Rutgers University
John Cotton Dana Library, is the 2008 recipient of the
Dun & Bradstreet Award for Outstanding Service to
Minority Business Communities. The award, presented by
the RUSA Business Reference and Services Section, is
given to a librarian or library that has created an
innovative service for a minority business community....

Bogle-Pratt Travel Fund winner
announced

Rose Dotten, director of the School Librarianship
Department in the Ontario Institute for Studies in
Education at the University of Toronto, is the 2008
recipient of the International Relations Committee’s
Bogle-Pratt International Library Travel Fund. The Bogle
Memorial Fund and the Pratt Institute School of Information and Library
Science will provide a $1,000 cash award for Dotten to attend her first
international conference in Berlin, Germany....

Antioch Public Library selected for ASCLA award

The Antioch (Calif.) Public Library, a community library of the Contra
Costa County Library, is the 2008 recipient of the ASCLA/KLAS/NOD
Award. Donated by Keystone Systems, Inc., the $1,000 award and
certificate is given to a library organization that has provided services
for people with disabilities. The library was chosen for the award for its
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May 8:

Newberry Library,
Annual Spring Benefit,
Chicago. “A Feast for
Your Mind.” The
Newberry Award will be
presented to cultural
historian and Henry
Putnam University
Professor Anthony
Grafton. Contact:
Heather Malec, (312)
255-3625.

May 12–18:

Children’s Book
Week.

May 17–20:

The Acquisitions
Institute, Timberline
Lodge, Mount Hood,
Oregon.

May 28–30:

Center for
Intellectual Property,
8th Annual Symposium,
University of Maryland
University College,
Conference Center,
Adelphi, Maryland.
“Copyright Monopoly:
Playing the Innovation
Game.” Contact: CIP,
(240) 582-2803.

May 29–30:

Human-Computer
Interaction Lab
Annual Symposium,
College Park, Maryland.
“25 Years of HCI, 25
Years of HCIL.”

May 30–
June 1:

Canadian Association
for Conservation of
Cultural Property /
Canadian
Conservation
Institute Workshop,
McCord Museum,
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successful outreach to adults with developmental disabilities....

James Madison University receives
RUSA award

The James Madison University libraries in
Harrisonburg, Virginia, received the 2008 Gale
Cengage Learning Award for Excellence in
Reference and Adult Services for its Research
Databases and Resources website. The $3,000
award, administered by RUSA, recognizes a library or library system for
developing an imaginative and unique library resource to meet patron
reference needs....

AIA/ALA Library Buildings Award seeks jurors

The LAMA Building and Equipment Section is seeking nominations and
applications for jurors for the 2009 Library Buildings Award competition.
Jointly sponsored by ALA and the American Institute of Architects, the
prestigious biennial awards recognize distinguished accomplishments in
library architecture by American architects. Prospective jurors may
obtain application forms from the LAMA website (PDF file)....

Soul of a People outreach grants

ALA, in partnership with Spark Media, an award-winning
Washington, D.C.–based production and outreach
company, will present an innovative library outreach
program to enhance the nationwide impact of the
documentary film, Soul of a People: Voices from the
Writers’ Project. The film will acquaint public, academic,
and special library audiences with the story of the largest
cultural experiment in U.S. history—the Federal Writers’
Project—told against the backdrop of the Depression and 1930s
America. The National Endowment for the Humanities will offer grants of
$2,500 to 30 libraries to present programming on the topic....

RUSA offers funding for reference research

RUSA is offering a one-time award of $2,000 for a research project in
the area of reference and user services. The application process is open
to anyone conducting research in reference. Applications are due May 1.
A project will be selected by the RUSA Reference Services Section’s
Research and Statistics Committee and announced at ALA Annual
Conference in Anaheim....

Student’s library-funding project wins
science scholarship

Eighteen-year-old Xiaomeng Zeng, a senior at Iowa City’s
West High School, won seventh place (a $20,000
scholarship) in the national Intel Science Talent Search
competition for her study on whether public library
funding from government sources adversely affects
funding from private sources, or vice versa. Using Iowa
public library statistics and U.S. census datasets, Zeng concluded that
funds from private and public sources are relational—as one increases,
so does the other—an effect called “crowding in.”...
Society for Science and the Public, Mar. 11
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Montreal. “New
Methods of Cleaning
Painted and Decorative
Surfaces, Including the
Modular Cleaning
Program: A Systemic
Approach to Cleaning
Artworks.”

June 9–11:

Current Issues:
Books in Spanish for
Young Readers,
Baharona Center for
the Study of Books in
Spanish for Children
and Adolescents,
California State
University San Marcos.

June 10–12:

Digital Directions:
Fundamentals of
Creating and
Managing Digital
Collections, Hyatt
Regency Jacksonville
(Fla.) Riverfront.
Sponsored by the
Northeast Document
Conservation Center
and SOLINET.

June 16–20:

Primarily Teaching:
Original Documents
and Classroom
Strategies, Gerald
Ford Library, Ann
Arbor, Michigan.

June 17–19:

Bank Street College
of Education Infancy
Institute, New York
City.

June 23–25:

Books and Reading
Strategies for
English-language
Learners in Grades
K–8, Baharona Center
for the Study of Books
in Spanish for Children
and Adolescents,
California State
University San Marcos.
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Seen Online
Deal could open Victoria libraries next week

The Greater Victoria (B.C.) Public Library and its locked-out workers
have reached a deal that could see libraries reopen early next week.
CUPE Local 410 and the board of the Greater Victoria Labour Relations
Association signed a memorandum of agreement March 31 that gives
250 employees pay equity in line with other municipal wages in the
region. The union voted 85% in favor in a ratification vote....
Victoria (B.C.) Times Colonist, Apr. 1

Bush library searches for website name

While President Bush’s advisers were taking offers on an ideal spot for
his library and museum, they probably should have paid more attention
to the virtual real-estate market. At one time, the Bush Library
Foundation owned the easiest website to remember,
www.georgewbushlibrary.com. But whether on purpose or because of
an oversight—foundation spokesman Taylor Griffin wasn’t sure—it lost
that domain name last year. Illuminati Karate, a web company in
Raleigh, North Carolina, picked it up for less than $10....
Dallas Morning News, Mar. 31

Don’t go half-naked in Redding

Redding, California, may bar the shirtless and
shoeless from the Shasta Public Library while tripling
the no-smoking zone outside the building’s entrance.
Only a few half-naked people have entered the
library since it opened a little over a year ago, but
these patrons “pose health and safety concerns and
detract from the overall environment at the library,” a city council
report said. The council was scheduled to debate a new ordinance April
1, as well as one outlawing smoking within 60 feet of the library
entrance....
Redding (Calif.) Record Searchlight, Mar. 30

Adopt a rare book at Princeton

Guests at the Book Adoption Party held March 30 enjoyed wine and
hors d’oeuvres, making sure not to spill their refreshments on the
books, maps, manuscripts, and coins on display. The event, at which
guests could adopt a variety of rare items from Princeton University’s
Department of Rare Books and Special Collections for prices ranging
from $100 to $1,650, was designed to raise funds to restore material in
poor condition. Harold Shapiro, university president emeritus, was the
first to adopt, choosing a rare edition of the children’s book Orlando,
the Marmalade Cat....
Daily Princetonian, Mar. 31

Grand Island library burned books in 1905

In 1905, the public library board in Grand Island, Nebraska, ordered a
number of the books in its collection, including Jane Austen’s Sense and
Sensibility, burned. The reason: scarlet fever. The burned books are
detailed by date, title, and library patron in a log book included in the
library’s “local library history collection.” It’s an eclectic collection of
literature, research material, history books, textbooks, and local and
state history books never before displayed publicly....
Grand Island (Nebr.) Independent, Mar. 30
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June 24–
July 3:

Primarily Teaching:
Original Documents
and Classroom
Strategies, National
Archives, Washington,
D.C.

July 7–
Aug. 18:

Making the Match:
Finding the Right
Book for the Right
Teen at the Right
Time. Online course
sponsored by YALSA.

July 7–
Aug. 18:

Reaching Teens with
Gaming. Online course
sponsored by YALSA.

July 7–
Aug. 18:

Tech Tools for Teen
Leadership. Online
course sponsored by
YALSA.

Aug. 3–8:

ACRL/Harvard
Leadership Institute
for Academic
Librarians, Cambridge,
Massachussets.

Aug. 4–6:

2nd Library
Assessment
Conference, University
of Washington, Seattle.
“Building Effective,
Sustainable, Practical
Assessment.” Contact:
Library Assessment
Conference.

@

More...

Contact Us

American Libraries
Direct
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Winthrop’s champion of reading

As dean of library services at Winthrop University in Rock Hill, South
Carolina, Mark Herring fears what lies ahead for books and literacy in
the digital age. He points to a decline in reading and a drop in literacy
and sees trouble—not just for libraries and publishers, but for the
country’s collective wisdom. He sees college students who are “print
allergic”—they don’t want to read. They might read on the Web—but
that “snatch and grab mentality” isn’t conducive to reading deeply....
Charlotte (N.C.) Observer, Mar. 30

Noontime web video revitalizes lunches

In cubicles across the country, lunchtime has become the new prime
time, as workers click aside their spreadsheets to watch videos on
YouTube, news highlights on CNN.com, or other web offerings. The
trend—part of a broader phenomenon known as video snacking—is
turning into a growth business for news and media companies, which
are feeding the lunch crowd more fresh content. Better still, marketers
have found that consumers are 30% more likely to make a purchase
after viewing an advertisement at lunchtime than at other times of the
day....
New York Times, Jan. 5
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Tech Talk
Coming soon, to a flat surface near
you

Pint-size digital projectors are in the works. These
devices, when plugged into cellphones and portable
media players, will let consumers beam video
content from their hand-held devices to the closest
smooth surface—entertaining themselves, annoying their neighbors, and
possibly contributing to a new warning sign: “No Projectors in This
Area.” The microprojectors, still in prototype, use light-emitting diodes,
lasers, or a combination of the two to cast a display of up to 60 inches
in darkened spaces and 7–20 inches when there is ambient light....
New York Times, Mar. 30

Tune in at the library

Jenny Levine writes: “Watching TV shows in real-time on an actual
television set may be down, but my sense is that it has shifted to other
media and become a niche market. Viewing habits are changing, and
the current debate about bandwidth issues and filtering of socialnetworking sites is just a prelude to the coming controversy about
watching longer-form video on library computers. Expect to see this
soon, as more and more people start using our computers to watch
whole shows, movies (Hulu offers several free ones), and live
events.”...
The Shifted Librarian, Mar. 28

Woopra tracks your blog visitors in
real time

Want to talk to the people visiting your blog
in real time via a chat request? That’s just one
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/april/040208.htm[7/17/2014 1:28:03 PM]

Send feedback:
aldirect@ala.org

AL Direct FAQ:
www.ala.org/aldirect/
All links outside the ALA
website are provided for
informational purposes only.
Questions about the content
of any external site should
be addressed to the
administrator of that site.
American Libraries
50 E. Huron St.
Chicago, IL 60611
www.ala.org/alonline/
800-545-2433,
ext. 4216
ISSN 1559-369X.

AL Direct, April 2, 2008

of the features of new stats/analytics startup
Woopra. Think Google Analytics or Nuconomy,
but in real time. The product includes real time statistics (“tiny details
on every single visit and/or visitor, where they came from, what pages
they visited, what keywords they used”), and chatting with users on the
site at any time (and tagging them for future identification). Cali Lewis
interviewed the founder at Wordcamp Dallas....
TechCrunch, Mar. 30

91 utilities to supercharge Windows

PC Magazine’s 2008 collection of utility software is all about
tweaking, manipulating, and dominating the looks and
functionality of Windows XP and Vista. These 91 tools
provide all the help you need to control Windows. After the
top five utilities, the products are arranged by file
organization, appearance, compression and encryption, file
transfer, disk utilities, backup, system monitors, tweakers,
displays, remote access, start-up/shutdown, installers,
recovery and shredders, virtual PCS, search, browser
boosters, and widgets....
PC Magazine, Mar. 7

50 questions to evaluate the quality of your website

Carsten Cumbrowski writes: “Here is a list of questions that you should
ask about your own website. If the answer to every question that
follows can be answered with yes, you can consider your site the top of
the crop, because most have flaws for a number of different reasons,
mostly related to the limitation of resources.”...
Search Engine Journal, Feb. 20

Slidecasting vs. screencasting

Polly Farrington demonstrates the uses and
advantages of slidecasting over screencasting in
this effective slidecast (9:19). Basically,
slidecasting is a screen capture presentation
with an MP3 voice narration synchronized with
the slides. Farrington discusses the software
you need and walks you through the steps....
Pafa.net, Mar. 22

Actions & Answers
Study group recommends copyright law changes

After nearly three years of intensive work, the independent Section 108
Study Group has issued its report and recommendations (PDF file) on
exceptions to copyright law to address how libraries, archives, and
museums deal with copyrighted materials in fulfilling their missions in
the digital environment. The Library of Congress convened the group
under the auspices of the U.S. Copyright Office and the National Digital
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Information Infrastructure and Preservation Program. The report will
serve as the basis on which legislation may be drafted and
recommended to Congress....
Library of Congress, Mar. 31

Spread the word with DTV
transition wallpaper

With a little help from ALA, the National
Telecommunications and Information
Administration has created this Digital Television
Transition wallpaper that can be used on public
internet terminals. Help spread the word about
the coming transition by simply saving the image to your public
computers and making it the wallpaper or background. Then everyone
who uses the computers will be reminded that on February 17, 2009, all
broadcast television will go digital....
District Dispatch, Mar. 28

Book groups urge Congress to pass NSL reform

Organizations representing booksellers, librarians, publishers, and
writers released an open letter April 1 calling on Congress to pass
legislation that will restore the safeguards for reader privacy that were
eliminated by the USA Patriot Act. In the letter (PDF file), ALA, the
American Booksellers Association, the Association of American
Publishers, and PEN American Center urged approval of the National
Security Letters Reform Act (S. 2088 and H.R. 3189)....
District Dispatch, Apr. 1

NIH seeks comments on public access policy

The National Institutes of Health is asking for public comments on its
planned implementation of a new policy, signed into law at the end of
2007, that would require its grantees to publish the results of their
studies in the National Library of Medicine’s PubMed Central database
within 12 months of publication. The NIH will take public comments
about the policy through May 31, and it plans to publish results and
analysis from the comment period on September 30. Interested libraries
and others can leave their comments on the NIH website....
National Institutes of Health, Mar. 29

ALA, ARL request appropriations for National
Agricultural Library

On March 20, ALA and the Association of Research Libraries sent a
letter (PDF file) to the Honorable Rosa DeLauro, chairwoman of the U.S.
House of Representatives’ Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural
Development, and Related Agencies—a part of the Committee on
Appropriations— requesting necessary appropriations for the National
Agricultural Library....
District Dispatch, Apr. 1

Final report from NCLIS

(PDF file)

The final report of the U.S. National Commission on
Library and Information Services, Meeting the
Information Needs of the American People, was
released in late March. Commission Chair C. Beth
Fitzsimmons writes in the introduction: “the report
needed to serve two functions: (1) to document the
history and accomplishments of the Commission, and
(2) to remind the public and those who take up this
mantle that the work of the Commission is not done. A compelling
future agenda for information policy research and development is also
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presented.”...

National Commission on Library and Information Services, March

Shakespeare quartos to go digital

The Shakespeare Quartos Archive, a freely-accessible,
high-resolution digital collection of the 75 pre-1641
quarto editions of Shakespeare’s plays, is one of five
transatlantic collaborations awarded the first JISC/NEH
Transatlantic Digitization Collaboration Grants. The
announcement was made by National Endowment for
the Humanities Chairman Bruce Cole during an event at
the Folger Shakespeare Library March 25. The Archive
will make these earliest quartos freely accessible for indepth study to Shakespeare students across the globe....
Folger Shakespeare Library, Mar. 26

Privacy of student library records

Christopher Harris writes: “A parent walks into the library and asks to
review her/his child’s school library records. Do you share them? Quick:
What is the answer? The parent is waiting (and growing irate!). State
laws and school policies vary, but probably the safe answer is: ‘If you
wish to review your child’s library records, please submit a written
request for access through the school office.’ With student privacy
involved, it is probably best to pause and have the request come
through official channels.”...
Infomancy, Mar. 28

School Libraries Work! edition 3

For the last four years Scholastic has been updating
and publishing School Libraries Work!, the research
that proves the school library positively affects
student achievement. Since 2004 more than 200,000
copies have been distributed. The downloadable 24page document (PDF file) contains the results of
research from 19 states and one Canadian province
and provides the backbone for your arguments in
support of additional resources that will make a
difference for your students....
The FISH Bits, Mar. 28

How to identify substantive
news articles

Research Minutes is a series for
undergraduate students at Cornell
University covering library research topics.
This segment (1:58) discusses how to
recognize and find substantive news
articles—news about politics, economics,
the sciences, the arts, and other topics of
current interest. The script was written by
Michael Engle. Another Research Minute covers identifying scholarly
journal articles....
YouTube, Feb. 28

New York City’s coolest culinary librarian

The IgoUgo Travel Blog has an interview with New York Public Library
Social Sciences Bibliographer Rebecca Federman, who works with the
library’s culinary collection, both the cookbooks and the historic
restaurant menu collection: “One of my favorite menus is an Air India
breakfast menu that was Jacqueline Kennedy’s when she flew from
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Rome to Delhi. It’s beautiful. There is another simple bill of fare menu
from 1899 with a banana on it that I also love: It’s very Andy
Warhol/Velvet Underground.” Federman has her own blog, Cooked
Books....
IgoUgo Travel Blog, Mar. 31

10 questions every blogger should ask before posting
Damien Van Vroenhoven writes: “Here are some important questions
for bloggers to ask themselves so they can make an honest,
constructive, and critical appraisal of their work before posting it up for
the world to see. Asking these simple questions could mean the
difference between a hastily written blog article that remains obscure
and a well-written, influential, and accessible blog that courts a loyal
audience with ease.”...
Copyblogger, Mar. 12

Library filters: Our Library, Our
Choice

The Lewis and Clark Library System in
Edwardsville, Illinois, has created this video
(5:11) that makes the case for keeping the
choice to use internet filters in the hands
of librarians and the communities they
serve. It features six LCLS librarians, who
talk about CIPA, whether filters work, privacy issues, and public
education....
YouTube, Mar. 24

One library’s NLW video contest

Hastings (Nebr.) College’s Perkins Library is
celebrating National Library Week 2008 (April
13–19) by hosting a YouTube contest. This
video announcement invites students, staff,
and faculty to submit 1-3 minute videos
illustrating how they use the library. The
video was created by Hastings College Senior
Kelsey Knehans and features “Library Song,”
used with permission of Michael Mark and Tom Chapin....
Hastings College, Perkins Library
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===========================================================================
EPA gives Congress library-reopening timeline
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/april2008/epa
_report_to_congress.cfm]
The Environmental Protection Agency submitted March 26 its EPA National
Library Network Report to Congress (PDF file
[http://www.epa.gov/natlibra/documents/Library_Report_to_Congress.pdf])
on the state of the EPA National Library Network. The report noted that
the four closed libraries will be reopened by September 30, namely Region
5 in Chicago, Region 6 in Dallas, Region 7 in Kansas City, and the EPA
Headquarters Repository and the Chemical Library in Washington, D.C. The
EPA has said that it will continue to be in contact with affected
stakeholders as the library plans are finalized....
Washington librarian helped nab Montana library thief
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/april2008/bru
bakerarrested.cfm]

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/april/040208.txt[7/17/2014 1:28:04 PM]

A Great Falls, Montana, man was arrested March 27 and charged with
interstate transportation of stolen goods in relation to the theft in
February 2006 of at least 648 maps found on his property that were stolen
from some 100 books in the Congressional Serial Set owned by Western
Washington University&rsquo;s Wilson Library in Bellingham. In fact, it
was WWU Government Information Librarian Robert Lopresti (right) who
jump-started the case against James Brubaker two years earlier by
notifying campus police that the library had been robbed and actively
pursuing leads....
Library worker&#8217;s firing sparks firestorm
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/march2008/tul
arefirestorm.cfm]
The firing of a worker at the Tulare County (Calif.) Library two days
after she defied a supervisor by alerting police to a patron viewing what
she believed to be child pornography has sparked controversy and the
threat of a lawsuit. When Brenda Biesterfeld saw a man viewing pictures
of naked boys on a public access computer at the library&rsquo;s Lindsay
branch February 28, she called her supervisor, Library Services
Specialist Judi Hill, at the main library. She said Hill told her to give
the man, who was deaf, a note telling him to stop immediately, but when
Biesterfeld suggested calling the police, Hill told her not to....
waylaid in Washington
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/march2008/ali
cewaylaid.cfm]
Alice on Her Way will remain in the library at Icicle River Middle School
in Leavenworth, Washington, but with borrowing privileges restricted to
students who have parental consent. Parent Dave Winters had objected to
Phyllis Reynolds Naylor&rsquo;s novel, part of the oft-challenged Alice
series, due to its depiction of sexuality. Accepting the recommendation
of a review committee, the school board unanimously decided March 24 to
retain the book, believing that it would be beneficial for older middle
school students....
===========================================================================
[http://www.aaslh.org/Bookshelf/]
===========================================================================
ALA News
===========================================================================
health initiative
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/march2008/Promote_Woman%27s_Day_h
ealth_initiative_through_May_11.cfm]
Libraries have until May 11 to promote a new health initiative sponsored
by ALA&rsquo;s Campaign for America&rsquo;s Libraries and Woman&rsquo;s
Day magazine. The magazine is looking for stories on how readers have
used the library to improve a family member&rsquo;s or their own health.
Stories can be submitted here, [mailto:womansday@ala.org] and up to four
of the submissions will be featured in the March 2009 issue....
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Step Up to the Plate swings into action
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/march2008/Step_Up_to_the_Plate_%40_yo
ur_library_and_Mejor_League_Basebal.cfm]
Season three of Step Up to the Plate @ your library officially launched
April 1. The program teams up two American classics—baseball and
libraries—to promote the importance of information literacy skills and
increase awareness of the library as an essential information resource.
The Step Up to the Plate trivia game is now available to library patrons
on the program’s website
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pio/apps/baseball/game/how_to_play.cfm]....
The OITP Copyright Slider answers your questions
[http://www.wo.ala.org/districtdispatch/?p=421]
This compact Copyright Slider, created by the Office for Information
Technology Policy, provides instant access to copyright laws and
guidelines. Simply align the arrows by date of publication to determine a
work&rsquo;s copyright status and term. And the “Permission
needed?&rdquo; box provides a quick answer to this very important
question. This is a useful tool for librarians, teachers, artists,
students, researchers, attorneys, or anyone who needs clear, concise
information on copyright terms and conditions....
District Dispatch, Mar. 27
Julie Andrews @ your library [http://www.pio.ala.org/visibility/?p=15]
In case you hadn&rsquo;t heard, Academy Award-winning actress and author
Julie Andrews is the honorary chair for this year&rsquo;s National
Library Week. Isn&rsquo;t it exciting to have such a cultural icon
representing libraries? Andrews lent her image for use in a print PSA
that ALA is pitching to national publications. You can catch the PSA in
the April issue of O, the Oprah Magazine, as well as recent issues of
Entertainment Weekly and the AARP Bulletin....
Visibility @ your library blog, Mar. 26
National Library Week turns 50
[http://www.libraryhistorybuff.org/libraryweek.htm]
National Library Week began in 1958 and is celebrating its 50th
anniversary this year on April 13–19. In 1968, the Ryukyu Islands issued
a stamp (right) to commemorate the 10th anniversary of International
Library Week. At that time the Ryukyus were under the semi-autonomous
administration of the United States. The “international” aspect refers to
the fact that there were both American military libraries and Japanese
village libraries on the islands. The theme for International Library
Week in 1968 was the same as National Library Week in the states: “Be all
you can be—Read.”...
Library History Buff, Apr. 1
AL Focus
===========================================================================
National Library Week video: Vending machine
[http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/national-library-week-vending-machine]
Do you ever put all of your change into a vending machine, and then wish
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there were options other than Doritos, Fritos, Snickers, and Skittles? To
help celebrate National Library Week (April 13–19), we spin a tale with a
very happy (v)ending. Fact: Americans spend more than twice as much on
salty snacks as they do on public libraries. Starring Chicago improv
comic Shad Kunkle....
National Library Week video: Super sized
[http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/national-library-week-super-sized]
Nothing is more popular than McDonald’s, right? Don’t be so sure. To help
celebrate National Library Week (April 13–19), take a trip through the
information drive-through and see what ends up in your take-out bag.
Fact: There are more public libraries than McDonald’s in the U.S.—a total
of 16,549, including branches. Starring Chicago improv comic Shad Kunkle
and shot at . . . well, the location should be obvious....
National Library Week video: Game on
[http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/national-library-week-game]
The spirits of Pac-Man, Donkey Kong, and Pitfall live in this
dot-gobbling, laser-firing celebration of National Library Week (April
13–19). This week’s fun fact: Americans spend nearly 10 times as much
money on home video games ($9.9 billion) as they do on school library
materials for their children ($1 billion). Starring Chicago improv comic
Shad Kunkle and shot at Morton College Library in Cicero, Illinois....

Featured review: Adult books
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=2539122]
Harrod-Eagles, Cynthia. Game Over. June 2008. 224p. Severn, hardcover
(978-0-7278-6615-8).
The versatile Harrod-Eagles is a dab hand at everything from historical
romances and sweeping family sagas to teen fiction and police
procedurals, and her latest book, another winning entry in the Bill
Slider series, shows off her writing skills to perfection. Slider is soon
to become a husband and, shortly afterward, a father, because his
fiancée, Joanna, is expecting their first child. But when journalist Ed
Stonax is murdered, Slider must shift his priorities. Stonax was a
respected newspaperman who resigned to join the government. Shortly
afterward, he and a colleague were photographed in a compromising
situation with a young woman, and Stonax suffered a spectacular fall from
grace. Now he is dead, and Slider must find his killer....
@ Visit Booklist Online [http://www.booklistonline.com] for other reviews
and much more....

Anaheim Update
===========================================================================
Orange County Zoo [http://www.oczoo.com/]
The Orange County Zoo is located in Irvine Regional Park in the city of
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Orange, about 20 driving minutes east of the Convention Center. Open
seven days a week from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., the zoo displays animals
native to the southwestern United States in eight acres of native plants
and majestic oak trees. Animals to see include black bear, mountain lion,
North American porcupine, beaver, bald eagle, golden eagle, and ocelot....
Orange County Zoo
Straight talk about airport security
[http://www.courier-journal.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080117/OPINION
06/101170012]
Lori Doyle, customer service manager for the Transportation Security
Administration at Louisville (Ky.) International Airport, answers
questions about checkpoints, screening, TSA personnel, nail clippers,
liquids, suspicious behavior, dealing with impatient passengers, and
airport safety: “With our new system, maybe 7–8% of the bags we screen
are opened. A lot of the alarms we get are on things we know we’re going
to get alarms on: aerosol-type products, peanut butter, things with weird
consistencies, or a lot of electronics or metal that the machine can’t
read through. The percentage has gone down a good bit. It used to be 13
or 14%. The machine tells us what to do, and we do it.”...
Louisville (Ky.) Courier-Journal, Jan. 17
===========================================================================
[mailto:gyip@tutor.com?subject=Please Send White Paper]
===========================================================================
Division News
===========================================================================
Public librarians meet over books in Minneapolis
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/march2008/pla
minn.cfm]
In Minneapolis for the 12th biennial national conference of the Public
Library Association, March 25&ndash;29, public librarians from across the
country and around the world gathered for a week of discussions,
seminars, exhibits, and programs. Many of the activities were all firmly
rooted in unabashed reverence for the power of reading and books, as
evidenced by the dozens of authors
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/march2008/PLA_Wrap.cfm] who
appeared throughout the conference. No one drew a bigger crowd than
opening session keynoter John Wood (above), who dazzled a large portion
of the more than 10,000 attendees with his vision of &ldquo;education for
every child on earth.&rdquo; For more PLA photos,
[http://flickr.com/photos/americanlibraries/sets/72157604341403636/] see
the American Libraries Flickr site....
Don&#8217;t try to strong-arm us&#8212;we&#8217;re the library!
[http://plablog.org/2008/03/dont-try-to-strongarm-us-were-the-library.html]
Tony Ross writes: “This was definitely the line of the PLA conference,
and it came from the mouth of Queens (N.Y.) Library Marketing Director
James Keller while he was giving his presentation on branding. Walking
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around the entire room as he spoke without any notes, he talked the
audience through the basics of stakeholder identifications, targeted
audiences, strategic positioning statements, marketing plans, and
maximizing resources.”...
PLA Blog, Mar. 27
Nonfiction readers&#8217; advisory at PLA
[http://plablog.org/2008/03/when-the-story-is-true-practicing-nonfiction-re
aders-advisory.html]
Rick Roche writes: “Barry Trott of the Williamsburg (Va.) Regional
Library began the program ‘When the Story is True: Practicing Nonfiction
Readers’ Advisory’ by reading comments about the book Arc of Justice by
Kevin Boyle (2004). From the use of phrases about well-drawn characters,
tense settings, and compelling story, he said that many readers might
assume that the book was a novel. It happens instead to be narrative
nonfiction, otherwise known as ‘literary journalism’ or ‘creative
nonfiction.’” Find a sampling of other online PLA presentations and
conference coverage here
[http://oedb.org/blogs/ilibrarian/2008/pla-2008-presentations/], and
don’t miss the dancing librarians video
[http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SKWwIEX9tag] (0:18)....
PLA Blog, Mar. 28; iLibrarian, Mar. 31
School Library Media Month
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/march2008/Carmen_Agra_Deedy_lends
_her_voice_to_School_Library_Media_Mo.cfm]
Award-winning author Carmen Agra Deedy is the voice behind various public
service announcements advocating for school library media centers in
schools across the country during School Library Media Month in April.
The PSAs range from 10 to 30 seconds and are available in MP3 or
broadcast-quality formats. Listeners are invited by Deedy to “Join the
circle of knowledge” in their school libraries by celebrating SLMM. Deedy
will kick off the month
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/march2008/School_Library_Media_Month_
kicks_off_with_Carmen_Agra_Deedy_.cfm] reading her stories at New York
City Public School 89 on April 7....
WrestleMania Reading Challenge champions
[http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/teenreading/trw/trw2007/champions.cfm]
YALSA and World Wrestling Entertainment congratulate David Silva of
Orlando, Florida, and Ajoura Gwinn (right) of Munhall, Pennsylvania, on
becoming the 2008 WrestleMania Reading Challenge Champions. Silva beat
out four others in the grades 7–8 category by answering questions about
Stuck in Neutral by Terry Trueman, while Gwinn bested four competitors in
the grades 9–12 category with her knowledge of Ball Don’t Lie by Matt de
la Pena. The competition was held March 29 at the Orlando Public
Library....
YALSA launches Operation Teen Book Drop
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/march2008/YALSA_adn_readergirlz_donat
e_books_to_pediatric_hospitals_fo.cfm]
Teen patients in pediatric hospitals across the United States and Canada
received 10,000 young adult novels, audiobooks, and graphic novels March
27, as readergirlz (an online book community for teen girls) and YALSA
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plan to celebrate the second annual Support Teen Literature Day on April
17. This teen literacy program, coined &ldquo;Operation TBD
[http://wikis.ala.org/yalsa/index.php/Support_Teen_Literature_Day#Operation
_Teen_Book_Drop]&rdquo; (Teen Book Drop), puts free
books&mdash;altogether valued at more than $175,000&mdash;donated by 20
book publishers into the hands of teens in need of solace, entertainment,
and a sense of personal accomplishment....
building [http://www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlpubs/choice/liberty.cfm]
Choice magazine, a publishing unit of ACRL, celebrated the groundbreaking
of its new office on March 25. The new Liberty Square building, located
on Main Street in Middletown, Connecticut, will have retail space on the
ground floor, and Choice will occupy the entire third floor. Liberty
Square will be a green building, and Choice will continue the theme with
green office furniture and energy-efficient lighting....
New ACRL Assessment Immersion program
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/march2008/New_ACRL_Assessment_Immersi
on_program.cfm]
The ACRL Institute for Information Literacy has added a new track. The
Assessment Immersion Track: Assessment in Practice is intended for
librarians with leadership roles in information-literacy program
development who want to improve their knowledge and practice of both
classroom and program assessment. Applications for the track, which will
be held December 4–7, are now being accepted. The deadline to apply
[http://www.acrl.org/ala/acrl/acrlissues/acrlinfolit/professactivity/iil/im
mersion/assessmentimmersiona.cfm] is June 2....
ALSC heads west for 2008 National Institute
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/march2008/west08.cfm]
Housing reservations are now available for the 2008 ALSC National
Institute, September 18–20, at the Hilton Salt Lake City Center, Utah.
Institute registration will open on May 1 with special early bird pricing
for ALSC members through June 30. The institute is a two-and-a-half day
intensive learning opportunity with a youth services focus and is
designed for youth library staff, children&rsquo;s literature experts,
education and library school faculty members, and other interested
adults....
AASL President&#8217;s Program to discuss IF
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/march2008/AASL%27s_President%27s_Prog
ram_to_discuss_intellectual_freedom.cfm]
The AASL President’s Program at the 2008 ALA Annual Conference will be on
the topic of “Intellectual Freedom: A Core Value” and feature author and
librarian Susan Patron, 8–10 a.m., June 28. Susan Patron is author of the
controversial 2007 Newberry Medal book The Higher Power of Lucky and a
retired juvenile materials collection development manager at Los Angeles
Public Library....
Julie Walker featured in podcast [http://www.pio.ala.org/visibility/?p=19]
AASL Executive Director Julie Walker is featured in the latest podcast
from the ALA Public Information Office. Walker discusses issues addressed
in ALA&rsquo;s upcoming State of America&rsquo;s Libraries Report, which
is being released as part of National Library Week (April 13–19), and
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touches on such topics as School Library Media Month, the role of school
libraries and library media specialists, and important legislative
initiatives....
Visibility @ your library, Apr. 1
New AASL institute to kick off at Annual Conference
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/march2008/New_licensed_institute_
kicks_off_at_Annual_Conference.cfm]
AASL’s newest licensed institute, “Reading and the Secondary School
Library Media Specialist,” will premier June 27 as a preconference to the
2008 ALA Annual Conference in Anaheim, California. Presented by Pam
Berger, the institute is designed to address critical topics in reading
for library media specialists serving grades 7 to 12....
ASCLA President&#8217;s Program on the Universal Library
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/march2008/ASCLA_designs_President%27s
_Program_about_the_Universal_Librar.cfm]
Attendees will learn about the concept of the universal library and how
to incorporate universal design into their user services during the ASCLA
President&rsquo;s Program at ALA Annual Conference in Anaheim, June 29. A
panel of subject-matter experts will discuss strategies for designing and
maintaining physical and virtual collections, in a building that everyone
can access, with a staff that is diverse and reflective of all of the
citizens....
Everett Kline to speak at AASL Fall Forum
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/march2008/AASL%27s_2008_Fall_Forum_en
dnote_speaker_named.cfm]
Everett Kline, assistant superintendent for instruction and learning for
the South Orange–Maplewood (N.J.) School District, will be the endnote
speaker at the AASL Fall Forum in Oak Brook, Illinois, October 15–17. He
will speak on “Our Beliefs, Our Practice: Ensuring That They Match.” Over
the last 10 years, Kline has been a consultant for public and private
schools, school districts, colleges and universities, and state
departments of education in more than 45 states and seven foreign
countries....
LITA acquisitions editor named
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/march2008/litaeditor08.cfm]
LITA has appointed Robert H. McDonald to the position of LITA
acquisitions editor. McDonald is Chronopolis project manager for the San
Diego Supercomputer Center at the University of California, San Diego,
and began his two-year term in March. The acquisitions editor is charged
with developing topics for LITA guides and monographs....
LITA web manager named
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/march2008/litawebmanager.cfm]
LITA has appointed Jean Rainwater to the position of LITA web manager.
Following an application process that culminated in interviews at ALA
Midwinter, the board approved Rainwater, co-leader of Integrated
Technology Services at Brown University Libraries in Providence. She
began her two-year term in March....
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Round Table News
===========================================================================
International collaboration and resource sharing
[http://alairrt.blogspot.com/2008/04/collaboration-resource-sharing-in.html
]
The International Relations Round Table will host a preconference in
Anaheim, California, June 27, that will focus on resource sharing for
international libraries. HINARI, OARE, and AGORA are sister programs set
up to assist developing countries in gaining access to current scientific
information, and three of the speakers will explain how these programs
help provide access to current scientific journals for developing
countries. A fourth speaker will discuss eIFL, Electronic Information for
Libraries....
IRRT Blog, Apr. 1
Awards
===========================================================================
Tim Jewell wins Coutts Award
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/march2008/Jewell_inaugural_recipient_
of_Coutts_Award_for_Innovation_in.cfm]
Tim Jewell, director of information resources, collections, and scholarly
communication at the University of Washington, is the winner of the first
annual Coutts Award for Innovation in Electronic Resources Management.
The award, administered by the ALCTS Collection Management and
Development Section, recognizes innovative contributions to electronic
collections management and development practice. The recipient receives a
$2,000 award donated by Coutts Information Services....
Harriet Henderson receives Sullivan Award
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/march2008/sullivan.cfm]
Harriet Henderson, director of the Richmond (Va.) Public Library, has
been selected to receive the 2008 ALA Peggy Sullivan Award for Public
Library Administrators Supporting Services to Children. Henderson&rsquo;s
focus on early childhood literacy and the role of the public library in
promoting early education has been a hallmark of her career. The award is
donated by and honors Peggy Sullivan, 1980–1981 ALA president and former
ALA executive director....
Barbara Ford wins Humphry Award
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/march2008/humphry.cfm]
Barbara J. Ford is this year&rsquo;s recipient of the International
Relations Committee&rsquo;s John Ames Humphry/OCLC/Forest Press Award.
OCLC/Forest Press donated the cash award of $1,000, given to an
individual for a significant contribution to international librarianship.
Ford, director of the Mortenson Center for International Library Programs
and a professor at the library of the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign, received the award for her extensive publications and
significant contributions to ALA and IFLA....

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/april/040208.txt[7/17/2014 1:28:04 PM]

Margaret Stieg Dalton wins Mudge Award
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/march2008/Margaret_Stieg_Dalton_Recei
ves_RUSA_Isadore_Gilbert_Mudge_Aw.cfm]
Margaret Stieg Dalton, associate professor in the University of Alabama,
Tuscaloosa, School of Library and Information Studies, has received the
2008 Isadore Gilbert Mudge–Gale Cengage Learning Award presented by RUSA.
The award of $5,000 and a citation, donated by Gale Cengage Learning,
recognizes distinguished contributions to reference librarianship....
Ka-Neng Au receives Dun &amp; Bradstreet Award
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/march2008/Ka-Neng_Au_receives_RUSA_Du
n_%26_Bradstreet_Award_acknowledgin.cfm]
Ka-Neng Au, business librarian at the Rutgers University John Cotton Dana
Library, is the 2008 recipient of the Dun & Bradstreet Award for
Outstanding Service to Minority Business Communities. The award,
presented by the RUSA Business Reference and Services Section, is given
to a librarian or library that has created an innovative service for a
minority business community....
Bogle-Pratt Travel Fund winner announced
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/march2008/Bogle-Pratt_International_L
ibrary_Travel_Fund_.cfm]
Rose Dotten, director of the School Librarianship Department in the
Ontario Institute for Studies in Education at the University of Toronto,
is the 2008 recipient of the International Relations Committee’s
Bogle-Pratt International Library Travel Fund. The Bogle Memorial Fund
and the Pratt Institute School of Information and Library Science will
provide a $1,000 cash award for Dotten to attend her first international
conference in Berlin, Germany....
Antioch Public Library selected for ASCLA award
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/march2008/Antioch_Public_Library_is_s
elected_for_the_ASCLA-KLAS-NOD_Aw.cfm]
The Antioch (Calif.) Public Library, a community library of the Contra
Costa County Library, is the 2008 recipient of the ASCLA/KLAS/NOD Award.
Donated by Keystone Systems, Inc., the $1,000 award and certificate is
given to a library organization that has provided services for people
with disabilities. The library was chosen for the award for its
successful outreach to adults with developmental disabilities....
James Madison University receives RUSA award
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/march2008/gale9.cfm]
The James Madison University libraries in Harrisonburg, Virginia,
received the 2008 Gale Cengage Learning Award for Excellence in Reference
and Adult Services for its Research Databases and Resources website. The
$3,000 award, administered by RUSA, recognizes a library or library
system for developing an imaginative and unique library resource to meet
patron reference needs....
AIA/ALA Library Buildings Award seeks jurors
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/march2008/ALA-AIA_Library_Buildin
gs_Award_seeks_jury_nominations.cfm]
The LAMA Building and Equipment Section is seeking nominations and
applications for jurors for the 2009 Library Buildings Award competition.
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Jointly sponsored by ALA and the American Institute of Architects, the
prestigious biennial awards recognize distinguished accomplishments in
library architecture by American architects. Prospective jurors may
obtain application forms from the LAMA website (PDF file
[http://www.ala.org/ala/lama/lamaawards/2009BESAIAjurorapp1.pdf])....
outreach grants
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/march2008/pposoul.cfm]
ALA, in partnership with Spark Media, an award-winning Washington,
D.C.–based production and outreach company, will present an innovative
library outreach program to enhance the nationwide impact of the
documentary film, Soul of a People: Voices from the Writers&rsquo;
Project.
[http://www.ala.org/ala/ppo/programs/currentprograms/soulofpeople/soulofpeo
ple.cfm] The film will acquaint public, academic, and special library
audiences with the story of the largest cultural experiment in U.S.
history—the Federal Writers&rsquo; Project—told against the backdrop of
the Depression and 1930s America. The National Endowment for the
Humanities will offer grants of $2,500 to 30 libraries to present
programming on the topic....
RUSA offers funding for reference research
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/march2008/funding08.cfm]
RUSA is offering a one-time award of $2,000 for a research project in the
area of reference and user services. The application process is open to
anyone conducting research in reference. Applications
[http://www.ala.org/ala/rusa/rusa.cfm] are due May 1. A project will be
selected by the RUSA Reference Services Section’s Research and Statistics
Committee and announced at ALA Annual Conference in Anaheim....
Student&#8217;s library-funding project wins science scholarship
[http://www.societyforscience.org/sts/67sts/winners.asp]
Eighteen-year-old Xiaomeng Zeng, a senior at Iowa City’s West High
School, won seventh place (a $20,000 scholarship) in the national Intel
Science Talent Search competition for her study on whether public library
funding from government sources adversely affects funding from private
sources, or vice versa. Using Iowa public library statistics and U.S.
census datasets, Zeng concluded that funds from private and public
sources are relational—as one increases, so does the other—an effect
called “crowding in.”...
Society for Science and the Public, Mar. 11
===========================================================================
[http://www.tech-logic.com/]
===========================================================================
Seen Online
===========================================================================
Deal could open Victoria libraries next week
[http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/news/story.html?id=04ae87ea-45
ac-4e40-aab7-feb9932e4d5f&k=90756]
The Greater Victoria (B.C.) Public Library and its locked-out workers
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have reached a deal that could see libraries reopen early next week. CUPE
Local 410 and the board of the Greater Victoria Labour Relations
Association signed a memorandum of agreement March 31 that gives 250
employees pay equity in line with other municipal wages in the region.
The union voted 85% in favor in a ratification vote....
Victoria (B.C.) Times Colonist, Apr. 1
Bush library searches for website name
[http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/dn/latestnews/stories/040108dn
metlibraryname.1b2ba34c.html]
While President Bush&rsquo;s advisers were taking offers on an ideal spot
for his library and museum, they probably should have paid more attention
to the virtual real-estate market. At one time, the Bush Library
Foundation owned the easiest website to remember,
www.georgewbushlibrary.com. But whether on purpose or because of an
oversight—foundation spokesman Taylor Griffin wasn&rsquo;t sure—it lost
that domain name last year. Illuminati Karate, a web company in Raleigh,
North Carolina, picked it up for less than $10....
Dallas Morning News, Mar. 31
Don&#8217;t go half-naked in Redding
[http://www.redding.com/news/2008/mar/30/council-could-ban-shirtless-librar
y/]
Redding, California, may bar the shirtless and shoeless from the Shasta
Public Library while tripling the no-smoking zone outside the building’s
entrance. Only a few half-naked people have entered the library since it
opened a little over a year ago, but these patrons “pose health and
safety concerns and detract from the overall environment at the library,”
a city council report said. The council was scheduled to debate a new
ordinance April 1, as well as one outlawing smoking within 60 feet of the
library entrance....
Redding (Calif.) Record Searchlight, Mar. 30
Adopt a rare book at Princeton
[http://www.dailyprincetonian.com/2008/03/31/20625/]
Guests at the Book Adoption Party held March 30 enjoyed wine and hors
d&rsquo;oeuvres, making sure not to spill their refreshments on the
books, maps, manuscripts, and coins on display. The event, at which
guests could adopt a variety of rare items from Princeton University’s
Department of Rare Books and Special Collections for prices ranging from
$100 to $1,650, was designed to raise funds to restore material in poor
condition. Harold Shapiro, university president emeritus, was the first
to adopt, choosing a rare edition of the children&rsquo;s book Orlando,
the Marmalade Cat....
Daily Princetonian, Mar. 31
Grand Island library burned books in 1905
[http://www.theindependent.com/stories/03302008/new_booksburned30.shtml]
In 1905, the public library board in Grand Island, Nebraska, ordered a
number of the books in its collection, including Jane Austen’s Sense and
Sensibility, burned. The reason: scarlet fever. The burned books are
detailed by date, title, and library patron in a log book included in the
library’s “local library history collection.” It’s an eclectic collection
of literature, research material, history books, textbooks, and local and
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state history books never before displayed publicly....
Grand Island (Nebr.) Independent, Mar. 30
Winthrop&#8217;s champion of reading
[http://www.charlotte.com/arts/story/558678.html]
As dean of library services at Winthrop University in Rock Hill, South
Carolina, Mark Herring fears what lies ahead for books and literacy in
the digital age. He points to a decline in reading and a drop in literacy
and sees trouble—not just for libraries and publishers, but for the
country’s collective wisdom. He sees college students who are “print
allergic”—they don’t want to read. They might read on the Web—but that
“snatch and grab mentality” isn’t conducive to reading deeply....
Charlotte (N.C.) Observer, Mar. 30
Noontime web video revitalizes lunches
[http://www.nytimes.com/2008/01/05/business/media/05video.html]
In cubicles across the country, lunchtime has become the new prime time,
as workers click aside their spreadsheets to watch videos on YouTube,
news highlights on CNN.com, or other web offerings. The trend&mdash;part
of a broader phenomenon known as video snacking&mdash;is turning into a
growth business for news and media companies, which are feeding the lunch
crowd more fresh content. Better still, marketers have found that
consumers are 30% more likely to make a purchase after viewing an
advertisement at lunchtime than at other times of the day....
New York Times, Jan. 5
===========================================================================
[http://americanlibrariesbuyersguide.com]
===========================================================================
Tech Talk
===========================================================================
Coming soon, to a flat surface near you
[http://www.nytimes.com/2008/03/30/business/30novelties.html]
Pint-size digital projectors are in the works. These devices, when
plugged into cellphones and portable media players, will let consumers
beam video content from their hand-held devices to the closest smooth
surface&mdash;entertaining themselves, annoying their neighbors, and
possibly contributing to a new warning sign: “No Projectors in This
Area.” The microprojectors, still in prototype, use light-emitting
diodes, lasers, or a combination of the two to cast a display of up to 60
inches in darkened spaces and 7–20 inches when there is ambient light....
New York Times, Mar. 30
Tune in at the library
[http://theshiftedlibrarian.com/archives/2008/03/28/tune-in-at-the-library.
html]
Jenny Levine writes: “Watching TV shows in real-time on an actual
television set may be down, but my sense is that it has shifted to other
media and become a niche market. Viewing habits are changing, and the
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current debate about bandwidth issues and filtering of social-networking
sites is just a prelude to the coming controversy about watching
longer-form video on library computers. Expect to see this soon, as more
and more people start using our computers to watch whole shows, movies
(Hulu offers several free ones), and live events.”...
The Shifted Librarian, Mar. 28
Woopra tracks your blog visitors in real time
[http://www.techcrunch.com/2008/03/30/stats-junkies-get-another-fix-woopra/
]
Want to talk to the people visiting your blog in real time via a chat
request? That&rsquo;s just one of the features of new stats/analytics
startup Woopra. [http://woopra.com] Think Google Analytics or Nuconomy,
but in real time. The product includes real time statistics (“tiny
details on every single visit and/or visitor, where they came from, what
pages they visited, what keywords they used&rdquo;), and chatting with
users on the site at any time (and tagging them for future
identification). Cali Lewis interviewed
[http://www.geekbrief.tv/introducing-woopra-youre-gonna-want-it] the
founder at Wordcamp Dallas....
TechCrunch, Mar. 30
91 utilities to supercharge Windows
[http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,2279207,00.asp]
PC Magazine’s 2008 collection of utility software is all about tweaking,
manipulating, and dominating the looks and functionality of Windows XP
and Vista. These 91 tools provide all the help you need to control
Windows. After the top five utilities, the products are arranged by file
organization, appearance, compression and encryption, file transfer, disk
utilities, backup, system monitors, tweakers, displays, remote access,
start-up/shutdown, installers, recovery and shredders, virtual PCS,
search, browser boosters, and widgets....
PC Magazine, Mar. 7
50 questions to evaluate the quality of your website
[http://www.searchenginejournal.com/50-questions-to-evaluate-the-quality-of
-your-website/6400/]
Carsten Cumbrowski writes: “Here is a list of questions that you should
ask about your own website. If the answer to every question that follows
can be answered with yes, you can consider your site the top of the crop,
because most have flaws for a number of different reasons, mostly related
to the limitation of resources.”...
Search Engine Journal, Feb. 20
Slidecasting vs. screencasting [http://blog.pafa.net/archives/119]
Polly Farrington demonstrates the uses and advantages of slidecasting
over screencasting in this effective slidecast (9:19). Basically,
slidecasting is a screen capture presentation with an MP3 voice narration
synchronized with the slides. Farrington discusses the software you need
and walks you through the steps....
Pafa.net, Mar. 22
Actions & Answers
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Study group recommends copyright law changes
[http://www.loc.gov/today/pr/2008/08-063.html]
After nearly three years of intensive work, the independent Section 108
Study Group has issued its report and recommendations (PDF file
[http://www.section108.gov/docs/Sec108StudyGroupReport.pdf]) on
exceptions to copyright law to address how libraries, archives, and
museums deal with copyrighted materials in fulfilling their missions in
the digital environment. The Library of Congress convened the group under
the auspices of the U.S. Copyright Office and the National Digital
Information Infrastructure and Preservation Program. The report will
serve as the basis on which legislation may be drafted and recommended to
Congress....
Library of Congress, Mar. 31
Spread the word with DTV transition wallpaper
[http://www.wo.ala.org/districtdispatch/?p=422]
With a little help from ALA, the National Telecommunications and
Information Administration has created this Digital Television Transition
[https://www.dtv2009.gov/] wallpaper that can be used on public internet
terminals. Help spread the word about the coming transition by simply
saving the image to your public computers and making it the wallpaper or
background. Then everyone who uses the computers will be reminded that on
February 17, 2009, all broadcast television will go digital....
District Dispatch, Mar. 28
Book groups urge Congress to pass NSL reform
[http://www.wo.ala.org/districtdispatch/?p=426]
Organizations representing booksellers, librarians, publishers, and
writers released an open letter April 1 calling on Congress to pass
legislation that will restore the safeguards for reader privacy that were
eliminated by the USA Patriot Act. In the letter (PDF file
[http://www.pen.org/downloads/documents/open_letter.pdf]), ALA, the
American Booksellers Association, the Association of American Publishers,
and PEN American Center urged approval of the National Security Letters
Reform Act (S. 2088 and H.R. 3189)....
District Dispatch, Apr. 1
NIH seeks comments on public access policy
[http://www.tradingmarkets.com/.site/news/Stock%20News/1273137/]
The National Institutes of Health is asking for public comments on its
planned implementation of a new policy, signed into law at the end of
2007, that would require its grantees to publish the results of their
studies in the National Library of Medicine&rsquo;s PubMed Central
database within 12 months of publication. The NIH will take public
comments about the policy through May 31, and it plans to publish results
and analysis from the comment period on September 30. Interested
libraries and others can leave their comments on the NIH website
[http://publicaccess.nih.gov/comments.htm]....
National Institutes of Health, Mar. 29
ALA, ARL request appropriations for National Agricultural Library
[http://www.wo.ala.org/districtdispatch/?p=424]
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On March 20, ALA and the Association of Research Libraries sent a letter
(PDF file
[http://www.wo.ala.org/districtdispatch/wp-content/uploads/2008/04/letter_n
alapprops.pdf]) to the Honorable Rosa DeLauro, chairwoman of the U.S.
House of Representatives&rsquo; Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural
Development, and Related Agencies—a part of the Committee on
Appropriations— requesting necessary appropriations for the National
Agricultural Library....
District Dispatch, Apr. 1
Final report from NCLIS
[http://www.nclis.gov/about/MeetingtheInformationNeedsoftheAmericanPeople-N
CLISFinalReport.pdf] (PDF file)
The final report of the U.S. National Commission on Library and
Information Services, Meeting the Information Needs of the American
People, was released in late March. Commission Chair C. Beth Fitzsimmons
writes in the introduction: “the report needed to serve two functions:
(1) to document the history and accomplishments of the Commission, and
(2) to remind the public and those who take up this mantle that the work
of the Commission is not done. A compelling future agenda for information
policy research and development is also presented.”...
National Commission on Library and Information Services, March
Shakespeare quartos to go digital
[http://www.folger.edu/pr_preview.cfm?prid=216]
The Shakespeare Quartos Archive, a freely-accessible, high-resolution
digital collection of the 75 pre-1641 quarto editions of
Shakespeare&rsquo;s plays, is one of five transatlantic collaborations
awarded the first JISC/NEH Transatlantic Digitization Collaboration
Grants. The announcement was made by National Endowment for the
Humanities Chairman Bruce Cole during an event at the Folger Shakespeare
Library March 25. The Archive will make these earliest quartos freely
accessible for in-depth study to Shakespeare students across the globe....
Folger Shakespeare Library, Mar. 26
Privacy of student library records [http://schoolof.info/infomancy/?p=493]
Christopher Harris writes: “A parent walks into the library and asks to
review her/his child&rsquo;s school library records. Do you share them?
Quick: What is the answer? The parent is waiting (and growing irate!).
State laws and school policies vary, but probably the safe answer is: ‘If
you wish to review your child&rsquo;s library records, please submit a
written request for access through the school office.’ With student
privacy involved, it is probably best to pause and have the request come
through official channels.”...
Infomancy, Mar. 28
edition 3
[http://thefishbits.wordpress.com/2008/03/28/school-libraries-work-the-proo
f-is-here-get-some/]
For the last four years Scholastic has been updating and publishing
School Libraries Work!, the research that proves the school library
positively affects student achievement. Since 2004 more than 200,000
copies have been distributed. The downloadable 24-page document (PDF file
[http://www2.scholastic.com/content/collateral_resources/pdf/s/slw3_2008.pd
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f]) contains the results of research from 19 states and one Canadian
province and provides the backbone for your arguments in support of
additional resources that will make a difference for your students....
The FISH Bits, Mar. 28
How to identify substantive news articles
[http://youtube.com/watch?v=QAiJL5B5esM]
Research Minutes is a series for undergraduate students at Cornell
University covering library research topics. This segment (1:58)
discusses how to recognize and find substantive news articles—news about
politics, economics, the sciences, the arts, and other topics of current
interest. The script was written by Michael Engle. Another Research
Minute covers identifying scholarly journal articles....
YouTube, Feb. 28
New York City&#8217;s coolest culinary librarian
[http://www.igougo.com/travel_blog/post-p240-A_Chat_with_NYCs_Coolest_Culin
ary_Librarian.html]
The IgoUgo Travel Blog has an interview with New York Public Library
Social Sciences Bibliographer Rebecca Federman, who works with the
library’s culinary collection, both the cookbooks and the historic
restaurant menu collection: “One of my favorite menus is an Air India
breakfast menu that was Jacqueline Kennedy’s when she flew from Rome to
Delhi. It’s beautiful. There is another simple bill of fare menu
[http://digitalgallery.nypl.org/nypldigital/id?474996] from 1899 with a
banana on it that I also love: It’s very Andy Warhol/Velvet Underground.”
Federman has her own blog, Cooked Books
[http://cookedbooks.blogspot.com/]....
IgoUgo Travel Blog, Mar. 31
10 questions every blogger should ask before posting
[http://www.copyblogger.com/10-blogging-questions/]
Damien Van Vroenhoven writes: “Here are some important questions for
bloggers to ask themselves so they can make an honest, constructive, and
critical appraisal of their work before posting it up for the world to
see. Asking these simple questions could mean the difference between a
hastily written blog article that remains obscure and a well-written,
influential, and accessible blog that courts a loyal audience with
ease.”...
Copyblogger, Mar. 12
Library filters: Our Library, Our Choice
[http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C_mpf1Q9u1I]
The Lewis and Clark Library System in Edwardsville, Illinois, has created
this video (5:11) that makes the case for keeping the choice to use
internet filters in the hands of librarians and the communities they
serve. It features six LCLS librarians, who talk about CIPA, whether
filters work, privacy issues, and public education....
YouTube, Mar. 24
One library&#8217;s NLW video contest
[http://www.youtube.com/user/HCPerkinsLibrary]
Hastings (Nebr.) College’s Perkins Library is celebrating National
Library Week 2008 (April 13–19) by hosting a YouTube contest. This video
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/april/040208.txt[7/17/2014 1:28:04 PM]

announcement invites students, staff, and faculty to submit 1-3 minute
videos illustrating how they use the library. The video was created by
Hastings College Senior Kelsey Knehans and features “Library Song,” used
with permission of Michael Mark and Tom Chapin....
Hastings College, Perkins Library
[http://www.rittenhouse.com/]
===========================================================================
[http://www.preparetraining.com/landing/08ptpadsaz800.asp?gad=CNn6wfwEEgjyT
OWH04yvSBitg-X-AyD54aQ6]
===========================================================================
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/annual/2008a/geninfo.htm]
ALA Annual Conference
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/annual/2008a/home.htm] in
Anaheim, California, June 26–July 2. Will this be your first time at an
ALA conference? Find out more
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/annual/2008a/first.cfm]
about ALA structure, how to get involved, and where to get yourself
oriented.

James Frey,
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/annual/2008a/specialevents.cf
m#frey] author of the memoirs A Million Little Pieces and My Friend
Leonard, will engage in a conversation with American Libraries
Editor-in-Chief Leonard Kniffel as part of the Auditorium Speaker Series,
Sunday, June 29, 1:30–2:30 p.m.
[http://link.ixs1.net/s/ve?eli=q192490&si=e189816308&cfc=3html]
Celebrate Young People&rsquo;s Poetry Week
[http://link.ixs1.net/s/ve?eli=q192490&si=e189816308&cfc=3html] (April
14–20) with the latest issue of Book Links Quick Tips, a free monthly
e-newsletter. With features on haiku books and poet Douglas Florian, this
issue of Quick Tips offers public librarians, school library media
specialists, reading specialists, and teachers a wealth of ideas for
sharing poetry with children. Sign up for future issues here.
[http://www.ala.org/ala/productsandpublications/periodicals/booklinks/enews
letter/enew.cfm] NEW! From Book Links.
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Going for the Green
Library Design Showcase
Makeover at the Mansion
Learning Side by Side
Homegrown Superstars Say READ to Succeed

To enhance your 2008 El d&iacute;a de los ni&ntilde;os/El d&iacute;a de
los libros celebration,
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alsc/diadelosninos/partnersandsponsors/firstbook200
8.cfm] First Book is offering a special collection of Spanish and
bilingual books. Find out how to register
[http://register.firstbook.org/] your Día program to access these
resources for free or for a reduced price.
Career Leads from
[http://joblist.ala.org/]
Information Management Intern.
[http://joblist.ala.org/modules/jobseeker/controller.cfm?scr=jobdetail&jobi
d=10052] The Soap and Detergent Association, Washington, D.C., is seeking
an intern to assist in establishing a long-term management plan for a
large archive of scientific information....
@ More jobs [http://joblist.ala.org/]...

Learn how to celebrate Jazz Appreciation Month
[http://www.smithsonianjazz.org/jam/jam_faq.asp] (April), led by the
Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum of American History.
Digital Library of the Week

Towanda Area History. [http://towandahistory.org/] To preserve the
history of Towanda, in McLean County, Illinois, and in part inspired by
the frequent questions from the public about the Duncan Manor,
[http://www.landmarks.org/ten_4.htm] a three-story Italianate farmhouse
built in 1869 and visible from nearby I-55, the Towanda Area Historical
Society partnered with the Towanda District Library in 2006 to obtain a
digital imaging grant from the Illinois State Library entitled
&ldquo;Capturing Towanda&rsquo;s Past for Eternity.&rdquo; The grant
allowed for the digitization of more than 1,500 photographs, newspaper
articles, documents, and audio interviews. Duncan Manor is being restored
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/april/040208.txt[7/17/2014 1:28:04 PM]

by its new owner, Diane Sullivan. Listen to a March 28 podcast interview
[http://www.wjbc.com/wire2/podbethid/00562_DuncanMansionUpdateweb_134611.ht
m] with Sullivan on its restoration.
Do you know of a digital library collection that we can mention in this
AL Direct feature? Tell us about it. [mailto:aldirect@ala.org]

Public Perception
How the World
Sees Us
“But then twitching nervously in the presence of a librarian wasn&rsquo;t
an uncommon response—librarians, like ministers of religion, and poets,
and people with serious mental health disorders, can make people nervous.
Librarians possess a kind of occult power, an aura. They could silence
people with just a glance. At least, they did in Israel&rsquo;s
fantasies. In Israel&rsquo;s fantasies, librarians were mild-mannered
superheroes, with extrasensory perceptions and shape-shifting capacities
and a highly developed sense of responsibility who demanded respect from
everyone they met. In reality, Israel couldn&rsquo;t silence even Mrs.
Onions on her mobile phone when she was disturbing other readers on the
van.”
?Ian Sansom, The Book Stops Here: A Mobile Library Mystery (Harper
Paperback, forthcoming, Aug. 2008).

This new ALA Report, Serving Non-English Speakers in U.S. Public
Libraries, [http://www.ala.org/ala/olos/nonenglishspeakers/] provides
information about library services and programs developed for non-English
speakers, including effectiveness of services, barriers to library use,
most frequently used services, and most success library programs by
language served. Download it here (PDF file
[http://www.ala.org/ala/olos/nonenglishspeakers/docs/Linguistic_Isolation_R
eport-2007.pdf]).

Ask the ALA Librarian

Q. I know National Library Week must be coming up soon. Where can I get
some information on it to put into our school calendar?
A. National Library Week
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pio/natlibraryweek/nlw.cfm] is just around the
corner, April 13–19, 2008. First held in 1958, National Library Week is
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/april/040208.txt[7/17/2014 1:28:04 PM]

sponsored by the American Library Association and libraries across the
country each April. It is a time to celebrate the contributions of our
nation&rsquo;s libraries and librarians and to promote library use and
support. All types of libraries—school, public, academic, and
special—participate. In 2008, National Library Week will be celebrated
under the theme, “Join the Circle of Knowledge @ your library,”
incorporating the @ your library brand of the Campaign for America’s
Libraries. Julie Andrews is the honorary chair of National Library Week
2008. See the summary page of library promotions and events
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pio/otherinit/initiatives.cfm] for other
promotional opportunities
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Promotional_Opportunities]
in April, including three that can tie directly to promoting your school
library. From the ALA Professional Tips wiki.
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Yearly_Calendar]
@ The ALA Librarian [mailto:AskTheLibrarian@ala.org] welcomes your
questions.
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog2&_pn=product_deta
il&_op=1926]

Calendar
May 2:
Art of Storytelling Professional Exchange Workshop
[http://www.mdpls.org/news/press/pr/02_21_08AOSWS.asp], Miami-Dade (Fla.)
Public Library System.
May 6–7:
Politics and Networking
[http://www.pla.org/ala/pla/plaevents/cplacourses/CPLAcourses.cfm],
Southern Adirondack Library System, Saratoga Springs, New York. Certified
Public Library Administrator course sponsored by PLA.
May 7–8:
Strategic HR: Organization and Personnel Management
[http://www.pla.org/ala/pla/plaevents/cplacourses/CPLAcourses.cfm], Ohio
Library Council, Columbus. Certified Public Library Administrator course
sponsored by PLA.
May 8:
Newberry Library, [http://www.newberry.org/giving/events/benefit.html]
Annual Spring Benefit, Chicago. “A Feast for Your Mind.” The Newberry
Award will be presented to cultural historian and Henry Putnam University
Professor Anthony Grafton. Contact: Heather Malec, (312) 255-3625.
May 12–18:
Children&#8217;s Book Week. [http://bookweekonline.com/index1.html]
May 17–20:
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The Acquisitions Institute [http://libweb.uoregon.edu/ec/aitl/],
Timberline Lodge, Mount Hood, Oregon.
May 28–30:
Center for Intellectual Property,
[http://www.umuc.edu/mkting/cip/index2.html] 8th Annual Symposium,
University of Maryland University College, Conference Center, Adelphi,
Maryland. “Copyright Monopoly: Playing the Innovation Game.” Contact:
CIP, (240) 582-2803.
May 29–30:
Human-Computer Interaction Lab Annual Symposium
[http://www.cs.umd.edu/hcil/soh/], College Park, Maryland. &ldquo;25
Years of HCI, 25 Years of HCIL.&rdquo;
May 30–
June 1:
Canadian Association for Conservation of Cultural Property
[http://www.cac-accr.ca/english/index.asp] / Canadian Conservation
Institute Workshop [http://www.cac-accr.ca/english/index.asp], McCord
Museum, Montreal. &ldquo;New Methods of Cleaning Painted and Decorative
Surfaces, Including the Modular Cleaning Program: A Systemic Approach to
Cleaning Artworks.&rdquo;
June 9–11:
Current Issues: Books in Spanish for Young Readers
[http://www.csusm.edu/csb], Baharona Center for the Study of Books in
Spanish for Children and Adolescents, California State University San
Marcos.
June 10–12:
Digital Directions: Fundamentals of Creating and Managing Digital
Collections
[http://www.nedcc.org/education/conferences/dd2008/description.php],
Hyatt Regency Jacksonville (Fla.) Riverfront. Sponsored by the Northeast
Document Conservation Center and SOLINET.
June 16–20:
Primarily Teaching: Original Documents and Classroom Strategies
[http://www.archives.gov/education/primarily-teaching/], Gerald Ford
Library, Ann Arbor, Michigan.
June 17–19:
Bank Street College of Education Infancy Institute
[http://www.bankstreet.edu/infancyinstitute], New York City.
June 23–25:
Books and Reading Strategies for English-language Learners in Grades
K&#8211;8 [http://www.csusm.edu/csb], Baharona Center for the Study of
Books in Spanish for Children and Adolescents, California State
University San Marcos.
June 24–
July 3:
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Primarily Teaching: Original Documents and Classroom Strategies
[http://www.archives.gov/education/primarily-teaching/], National
Archives, Washington, D.C.
July 7–
Aug. 18:
Making the Match: Finding the Right Book for the Right Teen at the Right
Time [http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/onlinecourses/info.cfm#summer]. Online
course sponsored by YALSA.
July 7–
Aug. 18:
Reaching Teens with Gaming
[http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/onlinecourses/info.cfm#summer]. Online
course sponsored by YALSA.
July 7–
Aug. 18:
Tech Tools for Teen Leadership
[http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/onlinecourses/info.cfm#summer]. Online
course sponsored by YALSA.
Aug. 3–8:
ACRL/Harvard Leadership Institute for Academic Librarians
[http://www.gse.harvard.edu/%7Eppe/highered/programs/lial.html],
Cambridge, Massachussets.
Aug. 4–6:
2nd Library Assessment Conference,
[http://www.libraryassessment.org/index.shtml] University of Washington,
Seattle. “Building Effective, Sustainable, Practical Assessment.”
Contact: Library Assessment Conference. [mailto:laconf@arl.org]
@ More [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/calendar/calendar.cfm]...

Contact Us
American Libraries Direct

AL Direct is a free electronic newsletter emailed every Wednesday to
personal members of the American Library Association [http://www.ala.org].
George M. Eberhart,
Editor:
geberhart@ala.org [mailto:geberhart@ala.org]
Daniel Kraus,
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dkraus@ala.org [mailto:dkraus@ala.org]
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To advertise in American Libraries Direct, contact:
Brian Searles, bsearles@ala.org [mailto:bsearles@ala.org]
Send feedback: aldirect@ala.org [mailto:aldirect@ala.org]
To unsubscribe from American Libraries Direct: click here [<%=
edition.unsubscribeLink %>]
AL Direct FAQ:
www.ala.org/aldirect/
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/aldirecta/aldirect.cfm]
All links outside the ALA website are provided for informational purposes
only. Questions about the content of any external site should be
addressed to the administrator of that site.
American Libraries
50 E. Huron St.
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800-545-2433,
ext. 4216
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In case you missed last week’s issue
The April 2 issue of AL Direct led some recipients to an error page. It
should be working now, but if you discarded your email and want to try
again, click here.

U.S. & World News
Sacramento trio indicted in billing and bribery scam

Two contractors and a former facilities supervisor for Sacramento
(Calif.) Public Library made their first court appearance April 2,
following their arrest the previous week on felony charges in an alleged
billing scam. Sacramento Superior Court Judge Gary Ransom read the
charges against James Mayle, 63, his wife, Janie Rankins-Mayle, 59,
and former library facilities supervisor Dennis Nilsson, 61, that included
bribery and grand theft. Nilsson and Mayle also face additional counts of
conflict of interest....

Ohio libraries under fire for program
cancellations

In a decision sharply criticized by the ACLU of
Ohio, the Cleveland Heights–University Heights
Library cancelled a March 12 showing of
Searching for Peace in the Middle East, a
documentary film screening cosponsored by the
library and Cleveland Peace Action. On the other side of the state, the
Cincinnati-based social-conservative group Citizens for Community
Values filed a lawsuit March 7 charging that the Upper Arlington Public
Library violated the group’s First Amendment rights by canceling its
meeting-room reservation for a program entitled “Politics and the
Pulpit” several days after approving it....

Book groups defend reader privacy
from National Security Letters

Six organizations have banded together to fire
two new salvos in an ongoing battle against the use of National Security
Letters to obtain information about individuals’ reading habits under the
USA Patriot Act. On March 17, ALA joined with five other groups to file
an amicus curiae brief in a case brought by an internet service provider
challenging the FBI’s use of the letters to demand private information
from libraries, telephone companies, internet service providers, and

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/april/040908.htm[7/17/2014 1:28:11 PM]

ALA Annual Conference
in Anaheim, California,
June 26–July 2. Hotel
registration is now open
and available. If you are

AL Direct, April 9, 2008

other data-gathering bodies....

Efforts succeed on Senate library funding letter

On April 4, a letter (PDF file) in support of federal library funding was
signed by 47 U.S. Senators and sent to the House Subcommittee on
Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education. The letter requests
$214.4 million for the Library Services and Technology Act and $100
million for the Improving Literacy Through School Libraries program for
FY2009....

experiencing difficulties
with this website, please
call our housing bureau
directly at (800) 9749833.

Victoria library labor dispute resolved

Staff of the Greater Victoria (B.C.) Public Library returned to work
beginning April 2 after the library and its staff reached an agreement
that day to end the lockout that had closed the library since February
17. The Canadian Union of Public Employees Local 410, which had been
without a contract for 454 days, voted 85% in favor of the
agreement....

LC group urges copyright law changes

The independent Section 108 Study Group, which was set up in 2005 by
the Library of Congress to reexamine the exceptions that apply to
libraries found under Section 108 of the U.S. Copyright Act, issued its
final report (PDF file) March 31 with recommendations on how the law
could be adapted to the digital environment. The report will serve as
the basis upon which legislation may be drafted and recommended to
Congress. Join ACRL April 29 in a free OnPoint chat session about the
Study Group report....

Lincoln Presidential Library
construction fight settled

June 29 is Bookmobile
Sunday in Anaheim.
“Mobile Libraries: Driving
Library Services into the
Future” is packed full of
valuable bookmobile
content and will culminate
with a presentation and
book signing by Masha
Hamilton, author of The
Camel Bookmobile. The
program is a ticketed
event requiring additional
registration. Afterwards,
watch the West Coast
bookmobile parade.

The state of Illinois will collect more than $3
million from three contractors and deflect claims
totaling another $7 million under a settlement
over cost overruns and construction delays at
the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum in Springfield.
Architect Hellmuth Obata and Kassabaum of St. Louis will pay the state
$2.125 million and give up $1.6 million it said the state owed....

ALA News
ALA to celebrate National
Library Week in Second Life

For 50 years, National Library Week (April
13–19, 2008) has been celebrated by
libraries of all types all across the country.
This year, ALA brings the celebration to
Second Life with a week of “in world”
activities. All activities will take place on
the ALA Island, and will be hosted by
Member Specialist Tina Coleman (Kay Tairov) or Library Reference
Specialist Val Hawkins (ALALibraryVal Miles). The ALA Island/ALA Main
Stage is located at 128, 107, 29. In Second Life, teleport directly....
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The new seventh
edition of Reference
Sources for Small
and Medium-sized
Libraries, now
completely rewritten
by a team of
outstanding,
experienced reference
experts, addresses the
revolution in reference
publishing. It includes
the best of the best
and most affordable
resources, websites,
CD-ROMs, and
electronic databases,
as well as print. NEW!
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From ALA Editions.

National Library Week is 50

This year, National Library Week marks its 50th anniversary with the
theme, “Join the circle of knowledge @ your library.” Launched in 1958,
National Library Week is a national observance sponsored by the ALA
and libraries across the country to honor the contributions of our
nation’s libraries and librarians and to promote library use and
support....
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Step Up to the Plate launches in
Mobile

ALA and the National Baseball Hall of Fame
officially launched the third season of Step Up
to the Plate @ your library Friday, April 4, in
Mobile, Alabama. Hall of Famer Ozzie Smith
(right) was on hand to help kick off the
Campaign for America’s Libraries national
program. At a morning library event at the Baker High School library,
Smith led a group of students through a series of baseball trivia
questions developed by librarians at the Hall of Fame....

ALA-APA names 30 angels

Thirty library leaders will be honored as ALA-APA angels at the ALA
Annual Conference in June. The ALA-Allied Professional Association is
celebrating five years of service by honoring some of the many people
and organizations that have helped it grow and flourish in its missions
of providing certification and supporting better salaries. ALA-APA angels
were instrumental in the creation and development of the association....

Submit your stars for National Library
Workers Day

National Library Workers Day, April 15, is fast
approaching. It’s not too late to nominate your favorite
library employee as an NLWD Star. By submitting Stars, dozens of
library staff, users, administrators, and friends groups have already
shown the world how library workers are crucial to their respective
communities. Stars will also be entered into a drawing for a “Libraries
Work Because We Do” t-shirt or tote bag....
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Join the Diversity and Outreach Fair

ALA’s Office for Literacy and Outreach Services invites members from all
types of libraries to participate in the Diversity and Outreach Fair taking
place 3–5 p.m., Saturday, June 28, during the ALA Annual Conference
in Anaheim. The Fair allows participants to celebrate examples of
diversity in American libraries and to demonstrate possibilities for other
libraries in search of “diversity in action” ideas. Apply by April 11 to
participate....

ALA leaders praise Washington state support for
school libraries

ALA leaders are applauding legislators in Washington state for giving
financial support to school libraries. Earlier this year, leaders from ALA
and one of its divisions, the American Association of School Librarians
(AASL), were invited to support the efforts of three determined
Spokane moms who had worked for almost a year to make school
libraries a state funding priority....

Support the Cultural Communities
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During National Library
Week, libraries of all
types will host special
gaming programs in
support of a new literacy
initiative called Gaming @
your library. Historically,
libraries have provided
print resources, but as
new formats have been
introduced, libraries have
included them in their
collections. Check out
ALA’s gaming resources
page.
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Fund

In order to meet its ambitious fundraising goals,
the ALA Public Programs Office began a campaign
to raise an additional $310,000 in contributions and pledges for the
Cultural Communities Fund before July 31. All contributions and pledges
made before July 31 will be matched by the National Endowment for
the Humanities. Member support is urgently needed to take full
advantage of this opportunity to leverage funds from NEH. The CCF
supports libraries in establishing and expanding cultural and community
programming....

Sign up for the next Advocacy Webinar

On April 16, advocacy guru Stephanie Vance will host the Washington
Office’s second Advocacy Webinar. The webinar comes just as National
Library Legislative Day approaches, when advocacy skills need to be
honed to a razor-sharp edge. How can you best prepare for and be
effective in these communications? Join this webinar to find out....
District Dispatch, Apr. 8

Roger E. Levien named OITP Fellow

The Office for Information Technology Policy has named
Roger E. Levien as its second OITP Fellow. His term
began on April 1 and extends through March 31, 2010.
Levien’s primary focus will be on the new Program on
America’s Libraries in the 21st Century, which focuses
on monitoring and evaluating trends in technology and
society to assist the library community in shaping its
future....

Cora Paul Bomar dies

Cora Paul Bomar, AASL President in 1962–1963, passed
away in Greensboro, North Carolina, March 18. For 18
years, she was on the staff of the North Carolina
Department of Public Instruction, where she gave
leadership to the development of school libraries in North
Carolina and the nation. Her work for the passage of the
Library Services and Construction Act resulted in an
invitation to be among a small group to witness the legislation’s signing
by President Lyndon B. Johnson on February 11, 1964....

Career Leads
from

Science Librarian,
Western Michigan
University, Kalamazoo.
Serves as the primary
liaison between
University Libraries and
the departments in
Biological Sciences,
Chemistry,
Geosciences, Physics,
and Mathematics.
Provides general and
specialized reference
services, which may
include weekend
rotation; recommends
resources and
contributes to collection
development decisions
and initiatives; and
engages in ongoing
assessment of library
resources and services
to meet the needs of
students and faculty....

@

More jobs...

Digital Library
of the Week

Greensboro (N.C.) News-Record, Mar. 23

AL Focus
Paula Poundstone and PLA

Comedian and Keynote Speaker Paula
Poundstone kicks off this overview (2:54)
of the 2008 Public Library Association
Conference (March 25–29) in Minneapolis,
explaining why her new book took nine
years to write. Other highlights include
Nancy Pearl discussing her Book Buzz
program, Room to Read CEO John Wood
on his plans to establish 20,000 libraries
across the developing world, and some amazing Japanese drumming
from Mu Daiko....
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The Tulsa (Okla.) CityCounty Library hosts a
collection of more than
23,000 digitized photos
of Tulsa’s history. In
2004, the Rotary Club
of Tulsa, through its
not-for-profit subsidiary
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National Library Week video: Go
Fish

Two card players, fiercely battling over a
hand of . . . Go Fish. The stakes are high
in this game because these aren’t ordinary
cards. “Do you have a MasterCard?” “Mass
transit card?” “Myrtle Beach Nudist Club
card?” Of course, both players are
forgetting an all-important fact: 63% of
adults in the U.S. have public library cards. Celebrate National Library
Week, April 13–19. Starring Chicago comedian Shad Kunkle and shot at
Morton College Library in Cicero, Illinois....

National Library Week video:
People magazine

Here’s an unpleasant fact: If the cost of
People magazine had risen as fast as the
cost of academic library periodicals since
1990, its subscription would cost $150 per
year. In this National Library Week video
(1:34), an avid People reader comes to
terms with losing track of Britney,
Brangelina, and TomKat. Starring Shad
Kunkle and shot at Morton College Library in Cicero, Illinois....

Featured review: Books for youth

Preller, James. Six Innings. Mar. 2008. 160p.
Feiwel and Friends, hardcover. Grades 5–8
(978-0-312-36763-3).
Dishing up a rare example of a characterdriven tale that is also suspenseful and
exciting, the author of the Jigsaw Jones
series chronicles a magnificent championship
game between two Little League teams that
is as much about the players as the plays.
Most of the action takes place on the field, and Preller
leverages his love of the game and his experience as a Little
League manager and coach to capture the game’s rhythms,
routine plays, surprises, strategic moves, and shifting
momentum that characterize baseball at its best....

Historical fiction Top 10

Brad Hooper writes: “In recent years in our Spotlight on
Historical Fiction, we have insisted the current renaisssance in
historical fiction shows no signs of abatement. We are only too
happy to sing the same tune again this year: It may be a
different verse, but it’s still the same song. Read the following
historical novels, and try to resist admiring them all.”...

@

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
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Tulsa Archives, Inc.,
purchased from Beryl
and Lydia Ford the
entire Beryl Ford
Collection, the largest
and most significant
collection of
photographs and
artifacts relevant to the
history of the region. As
its official Oklahoma
Centennial Project,
Rotary teamed with the
Tulsa City-County
Library and the Tulsa
Historical Society to
quickly provide the
public access to this
excellent photographic
collection of Tulsa
history. A small team of
catalogers and other
librarians worked for
two years to organize
and digitize the photo
collection, and the
process was completed
in December 2007.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.

Public
Perception
How the World
Sees Us

“[Eric Clapton] used
to look so so cool
and sexy and I can’t
see that in him now.
It’s very odd, he’s a
bit of a chameleon
but he’s changed
radically now. He
looks as if he spends
his time in a library
boning up on all
kinds of wonderful
information.”
—Eric Clapton’s ex-wife
Pattie Boyd, who says the
years have not been kind to
the rock star,
Contactmusic.com, Apr. 9.
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Anaheim Update
Prime Time Shuttle to and from
the airport

Prime Time Shuttle has been providing
quality airport ground transportation service
in Southern California since 1984. The
company provides clean and comfortable
vans, professional drivers, and a safe and efficient route to and from
John Wayne Airport in Orange County. ALA Annual Conference
attendees can reserve a van by phone at (800) RED-VANS or (310)
536-7922 using reference code 310572. You can also use the special
ALA reservations page....
Prime Time Shuttle

Play the California Dreaming
game

The Mojave is a big desert and a
frightening one. It’s as though “nature tested a man for endurance and
constancy to prove whether he was good enough to get to California,”
John Steinbeck once said. This summer at the ALA Annual Conference in
Anaheim, your knowledge will be put to the test in California Dreaming,
a conference-wide scavenger hunt. With so many information
professionals on the case the competition will be quick and stiff. Watch
the ALA Conference wiki for further information....

Daisy Benson and
Selene Colburn
describe how the
University of Vermont
Libraries used student
photos to help
promote their Ask-ALibrarian reference
services in the April
issue of College &
Research Libraries
News.

Ask the ALA
Librarian

Division News
Char’s PLA Conference awards

Char Gwizdala offers her take on the most awardworthy people, exhibits, and swag at the PLA National
Conference in Minneapolis. Karen Hyman and Sandra
Nelson garnered Best Presenter Awards, Plunkett
Research’s “Librarians Rock” t-shirt got the prize for
best swag, and Best Character Promotion Award went
to Scaredy Squirrel (right) at the Kids Can Press
exhibit booth….
Char’s Blog, Mar. 30

ACRL expands legislative advocacy efforts

ACRL has appointed Michael McLane, director of libraries at Catholic
University of America, as visiting program officer to work with members
and staff to recruit new legislative advocates, plan training
opportunities, and assess the ACRL legislative advocacy program. The
division is also directly recruiting legislative advocates in an effort to
complement the work of the chapter networks and the chapter
legislative coordinators. Anyone interested can apply by July 11....

Horth to speak at LAMA President’s
Program

The 2008 LAMA President’s Program will feature David
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Q. I just watched the
new video from AL
Focus, National
Library Week: Super
Sized. Are there
really more libraries
than McDonald’s
restaurants?
A. Yes, there are. The
number of public
library outlets cited on
the video is taken from
ALA’s pocket brochure,
Quotable Facts About
America’s Libraries, a
handy credit-card sized
foldout (also available
online in PDF form).
We compiled the facts
in 2006, using data
available at that time.
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Magellan Horth speaking about “Visual and Verbal
Literacy: Skills for Contemporary Leadership,” June 29,
at the ALA Annual Conference in Anaheim. Horth is a
senior enterprise associate at the Center for Creative
Leadership in Greensboro, North Carolina....

Capstone Publishers reception at AASL Fall Forum

Capstone Publishers will sponsor the Saturday Night Networking
Reception at the 2008 AASL Fall Forum, “Assessment, Part II:
Constructing and Interpreting Viable Tools for Effective Student
Learning in the Library Media Center.” The Fall Forum will be held at the
Oak Brook Hills Marriott Resort (Chicago area) October 17–19....

Awards
Carolyn S. Brodie wins Scholastic
Publishing Award

Carolyn S. Brodie, professor in the School of Library and
Information Science at Kent State University, is the
recipient of the 2008 Scholastic Library Publishing
Award. The award will be presented July 1, during the
ALA Annual Conference in Anaheim, California. It is
bestowed on a librarian whose extraordinary
contributions to promoting access to books and encouraging a love of
reading for lifelong learning exemplifies outstanding achievement in the
profession. Brodie will receive a citation and $1,000 prize, donated by
Scholastic Library Publishing....

Since then, public
libraries have opened
and closed branches,
and McDonald’s
Corporation has
opened (and closed)
restaurants, but there
are still more public
libraries! At the end of
2005, there were
13,727 McDonald’s
restaurants in the
United States; in fiscal
2005 (the latest report
available), there were
16,543 stationary
public library service
outlets, plus 825
bookmobiles, in the
United States. From
the ALA Professional
Tips wiki.

@ The ALA Librarian
welcomes your
questions.

Larry Romans wins James Bennett Childs
Award

Larry Romans, head of Government Information Services
at Vanderbilt University Library, is the 2008 recipient of
the James Bennett Childs Award, administered by the
Government Documents Round Table. The award is a
tribute to an individual who has made a lifetime and
significant contribution to the field of government
documents librarianship. Other GODORT award and
scholarship recipients include Mary Webb Prophet, Judith
Downie, Lily Wai, and Ray Walling....

Malafi receives Dun & Bradstreet travel support
award

Elizabeth Malafi, business librarian at the Miller Business Resource
Center of the Middle Country Public Library in Centereach, New York, is
the recipient of the 2008 Dun & Bradstreet Public Librarian Support
Award presented by the RUSA Business Reference and Services Section.
The citation and $1,000 travel award is sponsored by Dun & Bradstreet
to support attendance at the ALA Annual Conference of a business
librarian who works in a public library....

We the People bookshelf awards

ALA and the National Endowment for the
Humanities have selected 3,000 school and public

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/april/040908.htm[7/17/2014 1:28:11 PM]

ALA is working with
WGBH-TV in Boston on the
upcoming national
outreach campaign for the
film The Truth About
Cancer, which will air on
PBS on April 16 at 9 p.m.
(check local listings). The
90-minute documentary
film will be the launching
pad for events and
projects across the
country focused on
creating community
conversations around
cancer survivorship. Free
outreach toolkits are
available.
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libraries throughout the country to receive a
collection of 17 classic books from the We the
People Bookshelf project. The theme of this year’s Bookshelf is “Created
Equal.” The Bookshelf award is part of the NEH’s We the People
program, which supports projects that strengthen the teaching, study
and understanding of American history and culture....

PLA feature article contest winners

PLA has announced the 2008 winners of its annual Public Libraries
feature article contest. The first prize went to Barbara Pitney, reference
services coordinator for the King County (Wash.) Library System, and
Nancy Slote, branch library manager at the Seattle Public Library, for
their article “Going Mobile: The KCLS Roving Reference Model,”
published in the January/February 2007 issue....

2008 InfoTubey awards

The votes are in and the winners of the
2008 InfoTubey awards were announced
April 8 at the Computers in Libraries
conference in Washington, D.C. The awards
are presented by Information Today to
recognize excellence in library-related
productions that are posted on YouTube.
The InfoTubeys were awarded to the top
five productions (out of scores of submissions) that demonstrated
creativity, humor, and sincerity in marketing a library or library services
or enhancing the library’s value. The University of Ottawa Morisset
Library’s “Amazing Library 101 Challenge” was both exciting and
bilingual....
Information Today, Apr. 9

Seen Online
Medical website restores “abortion” search
term after criticism

The Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health
restored the word “abortion” April 4 as an acceptable
search term on Popline, a reproductive health website
funded by the U.S. Agency for International Development. The move
followed criticism from health advocates and librarians that the
restriction on searches about abortion amounted to censorship. ALA
President Loriene Roy issued a statement April 4 expressing dismay
over “any federal policy or rule that requires or encourages information
providers to block access to scientific information because of partisan or
religious bias.” NPR has a few more details....
Associated Press, Apr. 5; National Public Radio, Apr. 9

Seattle’s Deborah Jacobs to join
Gates Foundation
The Seattle Public Library board of trustees

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/april/040908.htm[7/17/2014 1:28:11 PM]

Calendar
Apr. 23:

Fourth Annual
Genealogy Fair,
National Archives, 700
Pennsylvania Ave., NW,
Washington, D.C.
Contact: (202) 3575000.

May 3:

Free Comic Book Day.

June 1–4:

Academic Library
Advancement and
Development
Network Conference,
Driskill Hotel, Austin,
Texas.

June 5–7:

Canadian Association
for Information
Science, Annual
Conference, University
of British Columbia,
Vancouver.
“Information Beyond
Borders: LIS
Interacting With Other
Disciplines.”

June 9–12:

Association of
Christian Librarians,
Conference, Eastern
Nazarene College,
Quincy, Massachusetts.
“The Revolution
Continues.”

June 10–12:

Digital Directions:
Fundamentals of
Creating and
Managing Digital
Collections, Hyatt
Regency Jacksonville
(Fla.) Riverfront.
Sponsored by the
Northeast Document
Conservation Center
and Solinet.
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announced April 9 that City Librarian Deborah L.
Jacobs has accepted a position with the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation and will leave her library
post July 2. Jacobs will begin her work as deputy
director for Global Libraries for the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation on
August 10. She has been at SPL since November 1997....
Seattle Public Library, Apr. 9

Seton Hill librarian to appear on Jeopardy

Judith Koveleskie, periodicals librarian for Reeves
Memorial Library at Seton Hill University in Greensburg,
Pennsylvania, is scheduled to appear on the TV game
show Jeopardy on May 22. She first entered the
contestant pool in January 2007 with an online test.
Simply being a librarian helped her make the cut, she
said. “So many times my husband and I will be watching
the show and I’ll know an answer. He’ll ask me, ‘How on earth did you
know that?’ and I’ll say, ‘Oh, I just helped out a student who was doing
a paper on that.’”…
The Setonian, Apr. 4

Pine Bluff library evicts court

For the past three weeks, Judge Waymond Brown has been holding
court either in the city council chambers or the district court lobby on
the bottom floor of the Pine Bluff–Jefferson County (Ark.) Library,
where he stands beside defendants as if they’re mingling at a cocktail
party. The library board evicted Brown from the theater on the bottom
floor of the library, the courtroom he’s called home since October 2001.
The eviction came after months of feuding between city officials and
Library Director Dave Burdick about use of the bottom floor....
Little Rock Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, Apr. 7

Tulare County cites reasons for firing library worker

Tulare County, California, officials have issued a list of 13 reasons why
they fired library assistant Brenda Biesterfeld in March after she
reported to police that a man was viewing pornography in the county’s
Lindsay branch. Among those reasons is a claim that Biesterfeld failed
to tell the supervisor she called, Judi Hill, that the man on the
computer February 28 was viewing pornography involving children
rather than adult pornography....
Visalia (Calif.) Times-Delta, Apr. 9

The life of a library branch manager

Jason Kuhl is the manager of St. Louis County (Mo.)
Library’s Cliff Cave branch. He’s been working in the library
system for eight years and agreed to answer questions
about the experiences, challenges, and rewards of being a
public librarian....
St. Louis South Side Journal, Apr. 8

Ruling is setback for Indianapolis library case

A ruling by a Boone County judge has narrowed the claims left against
two engineering and inspection firms blamed for errors on the Central
Library project. The decision is a setback for the Indianapolis–Marion
County Public Library in its legal quest to recoup cost overruns
estimated at more than $50 million. So far, it has collected more than
$20 million through settlements with design and construction firms....
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June 12:

TechNet2008,
Lockheed Martin
Recreation Area, Fort
Worth, Texas. Contact:
North Texas Regional
Library System, (800)
856-3050.

June 15–18:

Special Libraries
Association, Annual
Conference, Seattle.

June 22–28:

Association of
Seventh-day
Adventist Libraries,
Conference, Loma Linda
(Calif.) University.
“Libraries 360°: The
Whole Picture.”

June 29–
July 2:

International Society
for Technology in
Education National
Educational
Computing,
Conference, Henry B.
Gonzales Convention
Center, San Antonio,
Texas.

July 9–10:

Ohio Library Council,
Reference and Adult
Services Conference,
Columbus.

July 12–15:

American Association
of Law Libraries,
Annual Meeting,
Portland, Oregon.
“Energize * Explore *
Evolve!”

July 24–27:

Digipalooza:
OverDrive User
Group Conference,
Cleveland.
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Indianapolis Star, Apr. 9

Fresno students get more library options

Fresno (Calif.) Central Unified school district will keep five of its school
libraries open this summer to provide a much-needed place to check
out books and encourage students to read. The Fresno County Library
has no branches in the area, despite explosive growth. A library is
planned for the northwest section, but the county has not bought land
or set an opening date....
Fresno (Calif.) Bee, Apr. 3

How many of these have you read?

The Telegraph presents its list of the 110 best books to
populate the perfect library, organized by category, each
with a short summary. For example, Marcel Proust’s A la
recherche de temps perdu: “A novel whose every
sentence can be a struggle to finish may sound
forbidding, but this masterpiece of modernity, taking us
into every nook and cranny of the narrator’s fascinating
mind, is worth all the effort.”…
The Telegraph (U.K.), Apr. 6

Two Bristol schools remove gay-friendly books

Two primary schools in Bristol, England, have withdrawn storybooks
about same-sex relationships after objections from Muslim parents. Up
to 90 parents gathered at the schools to complain about King & King
and And Tango Makes Three. Bristol City Council said the two schools
had been using the books to help prevent homophobic bullying. The two
schools are 60–70% Muslim, but non-Muslim parents were among those
who complained, many objecting that parents were not consulted on
the titles....

July 30–
Aug. 1:

Ex Libris Users of
North America,
Annual Meeting,
California State
University, Long Beach.
Submit poster
proposals by April 30.

Sept. 19–21:

Association for Rural
and Small Libraries,
Annual Conference,
Radisson Hotel,
Sacramento, California.
“Go West: Discover
Gold @ your library.”
Contact: Patricia
Hector, (707) 5440142, ext. 103.

@

More...

Contact Us

American Libraries
Direct

Daily Mail (U.K.), Apr. 2

Tech Talk
Flickr expands into online video

Yahoo will begin showing homemade videos on its online photo-sharing
site Flickr, in a long-anticipated move that may be too late to lure many
people away from the dominant video channel, Google’s YouTube.
Flickr’s video technology, which debuted April 8, represents the latest
example of Yahoo trying to catch up to Google in a crucial battleground.
Only Flickr’s pro members—those who pay for an annual subscription—
will be allowed to transfer video clips of up to 90 seconds to the site,
but anyone will be able to watch them....
Chicago Tribune, Apr. 9

Top 10 ways to trick out your
desktop

Kevin Purdy writes: “For something that you look
at every day of your working life, your computer
desktop doesn’t get as much attention as it
deserves. That’s too bad, considering that the
desktop can do a lot more than display wallpaper and hold shortcut
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icons. From widgets to workflows, from calendars to computer stats and
beyond, you can do a whole lot on your desktop without manually
starting up a single program. Here’s our top 10 list of applications and
tweaks that make your desktop a truly useful place to land.”...
Lifehacker, Apr. 9

New life for Windows XP

Microsoft announced April 3 that it will continue
making Windows XP Home Edition available until at
least June 2010 on ultra-low-cost PCs, such as the
ASUS Eee. The decision was prompted by Microsoft’s
hardware manufacturing partners, who wanted the “familiarity,
compatibility, and support only available on the Windows platform,”
according to Microsoft. The machines have less computing horsepower
and smaller screens than typical desktops and laptops, so XP makes
more sense for them than Vista....

AL Direct FAQ:
www.ala.org/aldirect/
All links outside the ALA
website are provided for
informational purposes only.
Questions about the content
of any external site should
be addressed to the
administrator of that site.

PC Magazine, Apr. 3

American Libraries
50 E. Huron St.
Chicago, IL 60611
www.ala.org/alonline/
800-545-2433,
ext. 4216

Nine free online storage solutions

ISSN 1559-369X.

Samuel Dean writes: “The price of storage has been dropping
dramatically for some time now, and along with that trend, web
workers now have an ever-expanding set of options for backing up and
sharing files online. In addition, the various services you can use offer
many different kinds of options—so how much capacity you get with
free online offerings isn’t necessarily the only issue any more.”…
Web Worker Daily, Apr. 2

How to troubleshoot your home network

Having a hard time with your home wireless network? Lincoln Spector
tackles some pressing networking questions, including “Why can’t my
PCs see each other on the network?” “How do I share a printer?” and
“Why does my wireless speed vary so much?”...
PC World, Mar. 7

10 ways the internet could die

Alistair Croll writes: “We often think of the internet as a platform for
unfettered global communication, where information flows freely,
innovators can launch new applications at will, and everyone can have a
voice. But it’s unlikely that our children’s internet will look anything like
what we have now. How might the internet as we know it die? Here are
10 possibilities.”…
GigaOM, Apr. 6

Actions & Answers
Seattle Mariners, state librarian play
ball for literacy

The Seattle Mariners and Washington State
Librarian Jan Walsh teamed up for literacy at
Safeco Field March 31 to kick off the 2008 baseball
season. This year’s festivities included the unveiling
of a Washington Reads poster promoting pitcher
Miguel Batista, who authored the book Sentimentos
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en Blanco y Negro. The poster will be mailed to
public and school libraries throughout the state to
celebrate baseball season and National Library
Week....
Washington Secretary of State, Mar. 31

San Francisco PL offers designer
library cards

San Francisco Public Library users can choose
from four colorful styles for their library card, all
designed by young artists in the city. Last May,
SFPL and the San Francisco Unified School
District held a children’s library card art contest. The winning designs in
each category—preschool, elementary school, middle school, and high
school—are now available to patrons....
San Francisco Public Library, Apr. 7

Library of Congress Experience
to launch April 12

The Library of Congress will honor seven
new Living Legends as part of its public
celebration on April 12 at the Thomas
Jefferson Building. The ceremony will help
mark the opening of the “Library of
Congress Experience,” which offers visitors the opportunity to explore
rare historical and cultural treasures through interactive technology and
a companion website. Living Legend awards will be presented by
Librarian of Congress James H. Billington and Master of Ceremonies
Mickey Hart, Grateful Dead percussionist and Rock & Roll Hall of Fame
inductee....
Library of Congress, Apr. 8

Why go to book groups?

Nick DiMartino writes: “Why talk about reading when you can be
reading instead? A conversation composed of addicted readers is a
room full of people who aren’t enjoying their addiction. For moderate
readers, socializing is a pleasant break from solitude, but for reading
addicts who need their hundred pages a day, a reading group means
temporarily closing your book. And possibly (shudder!) having to do
without your fix that night.”…
Book Group Buzz, Apr. 4

Turning on the light at school

Marc Prensky writes: “For most of history, kids grew
up in the dark intellectually. Right up until the mid20th century, when television became widespread, the
world outside their own neighborhoods was largely
unknown to them, until they got to school. Today’s
kids grow up in the light. They’re deeply immersed in
it long before educators ever see them. Yet somehow
schools have decided that all the light that surrounds
kids—their electronic connections to the world—is somehow detrimental
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to their education.”…

Educational Leadership 65, no. 6 (Mar.): 40–45

Students want more games

Educators are largely missing out on what could be a huge opportunity
to capitalize on their students’ appetite for electronic games and
simulations to teach them about core curriculum topics, results from a
new national survey suggest. Project Tomorrow’s fifth annual Speak Up
Survey reveals that online or electronic gaming is one of the
technologies that students use most frequently—and that educational
gaming is one of the emerging technologies that students would most
like to see implemented in their schools. Yet, only one in 10 teachers
has adopted gaming as an instructional tool....
eSchool News, Apr. 8

Peterborough Town Library
celebrates 175th year

The Peterborough (N.H.) Town Library is
celebrating its 175th anniversary April 9,
making it the oldest tax-supported library in
the world. The library was established in 1833
due to the efforts of Unitarian minister Abiel
Abbot, who encouraged the creation of a
library owned by the town for the benefit of residents. The
Peterborough Town Library was the first of its kind, a successful
experiment in books owned collectively by a town. In 1849, New
Hampshire enacted a law that allowed other municipalities to establish
similar libraries....
Peterborough Town Library

How green is your PC?

Personal computers have become so entrenched in our daily lives that
it’s hard to remember what life was like pre-PC. Rumor has it that
people took quizzes with pencil and paper, and that scoring was
accomplished through a tedious manual procedure. No longer! Now you
can test your green PC knowledge in a mere 11 clicks with this binary
true/false quiz. Sharpen your cursor and test your knowledge of how
your PC affects the environment….
Sierra Club

New York Public to expand its
LGBT collections

A new donor support group, LGBT @ NYPL,
will help to expand, build, and make
accessible the New York Public Library’s
extensive Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender collections, one of
the few such efforts by a non-LGBT organization. At an inaugural
reception April 3 at the Library, LGBT @ NYPL’s Cochairmen Hermes
Mallea and Carey Maloney announced it has raised more than $500,000
in corporate and private donations for the project....

Ebrary offers access to library science ebooks

In support of National Library Week, April 13–19, econtent provider ebrary announced April 9 that it will
provide librarians as well as students and faculty in
library science and related programs with
complimentary access to its Library Center for one year. The Library
Center includes more than 85 full-text e-books covering topics such as
digital library development, general collection development, and the
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history of libraries and librarianship, as well as illustrated guides from
the Library of Congress....
ebrary, Apr. 9

Library War anime series

The official website of the Library War
anime series has posted a promotional
trailer (2:43) and commercial (0:15), both
in Japanese, for a new action-comedy
anime TV series that adapts Hiro Arikawa’s
popular novel about battles fought to
preserve libraries when a new law threatens to clamp down on freedom
of expression in 2019. Production I.G is producing the series, which will
debut on Japanese television on April 10. Takayuki Hamana (Chocolate
Underground, The Prince of Tennis) is directing....
Anime News Network, Apr. 3

An academic freedom quiz

Steven Bell writes: “As a profession we’ve spent lots of time debating
academic freedom and tenure for academic librarians. Do academic
librarians need the protections of academic freedom? If not, why do
they need tenure? If yes, why are some on the tenure track and not
others? If you already have a deep understanding of academic freedom
and intellectual freedom that’s outstanding, but if not or you want to
test your knowledge, take this quiz.”...
ACRLog, Apr. 8

How special libraries do it

This 37-second PSA, “Need Information?
Contact Your Special Librarian Today,” was
prepared by a special librarian at a structural
engineering firm in north suburban Chicago for
What’s New in Libraries, an award-winning
local cable show hosted by Sarah A. Long....
YouTube, Apr. 3
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===========================================================================
Sacramento trio indicted in billing and bribery scam
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/april2008/sac
ramentoarraignments.cfm]
Two contractors and a former facilities supervisor for Sacramento
(Calif.) Public Library made their first court appearance April 2,
following their arrest the previous week on felony charges in an alleged
billing scam. Sacramento Superior Court Judge Gary Ransom read the
charges against James Mayle, 63, his wife, Janie Rankins-Mayle, 59, and
former library facilities supervisor Dennis Nilsson, 61, that included
bribery and grand theft. Nilsson and Mayle also face additional counts of
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conflict of interest....
Ohio libraries under fire for program cancellations
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/april2008/ohi
olibrariesfreespeech.cfm]
In a decision sharply criticized by the ACLU of Ohio, the Cleveland
Heights&ndash;University Heights Library cancelled a March 12 showing of
Searching for Peace in the Middle East,
[http://www.fmep.org/searching_for_peace_in_the_middle_east.html] a
documentary film screening cosponsored by the library and Cleveland Peace
Action. On the other side of the state, the Cincinnati-based
social-conservative group Citizens for Community Values filed a lawsuit
March 7 charging that the Upper Arlington Public Library violated the
group&rsquo;s First Amendment rights by canceling its meeting-room
reservation for a program entitled &ldquo;Politics and the Pulpit&rdquo;
several days after approving it....
Book groups defend reader privacy from National Security Letters
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/april2008/mor
enslopposition.cfm]
Six organizations have banded together to fire two new salvos in an
ongoing battle against the use of National Security Letters to obtain
information about individuals&rsquo; reading habits under the USA Patriot
Act. On March 17, ALA joined with five other groups to file an amicus
curiae brief in a case brought by an internet service provider
challenging the FBI&rsquo;s use of the letters to demand private
information from libraries, telephone companies, internet service
providers, and other data-gathering bodies....
Efforts succeed on Senate library funding letter
[http://www.wo.ala.org/districtdispatch/?p=440]
On April 4, a letter (PDF file
[http://www.wo.ala.org/districtdispatch/wp-content/uploads/2008/04/fy09libr
aryrequest.pdf]) in support of federal library funding was signed by 47
U.S. Senators and sent to the House Subcommittee on Labor, Health and
Human Services, and Education. The letter requests $214.4 million for the
Library Services and Technology Act and $100 million for the Improving
Literacy Through School Libraries program for FY2009....
Victoria library labor dispute resolved
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/april2008/vic
torialockoutended.cfm]
Staff of the Greater Victoria (B.C.) Public Library returned to work
beginning April 2 after the library and its staff reached an agreement
that day to end the lockout that had closed the library since February
17. The Canadian Union of Public Employees Local 410, which had been
without a contract for 454 days, voted 85% in favor of the agreement....
LC group urges copyright law changes
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/april2008/cop
yrightreport.cfm]
The independent Section 108 Study Group, which was set up in 2005 by the
Library of Congress to reexamine the exceptions that apply to libraries
found under Section 108 of the U.S. Copyright Act, issued its final
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/april/040908.txt[7/17/2014 1:28:13 PM]

report (PDF file
[http://www.section108.gov/docs/Sec108StudyGroupReport.pdf]) March 31
with recommendations on how the law could be adapted to the digital
environment. The report will serve as the basis upon which legislation
may be drafted and recommended to Congress. Join ACRL April 29 in a free
OnPoint chat session
[http://www.acrl.org/ala/acrl/acrlproftools/OnPoint/onpoint.cfm] about
the Study Group report....
Lincoln Presidential Library construction fight settled
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/april2008/lin
colnlibrarysettled.cfm]
The state of Illinois will collect more than $3 million from three
contractors and deflect claims totaling another $7 million under a
settlement over cost overruns and construction delays at the Abraham
Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum in Springfield. Architect
Hellmuth Obata and Kassabaum of St. Louis will pay the state $2.125
million and give up $1.6 million it said the state owed....
===========================================================================
[http://www.aaslh.org/Bookshelf/]
===========================================================================
ALA News
===========================================================================
ALA to celebrate National Library Week in Second Life
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/secondlife.cfm]
For 50 years, National Library Week (April 13–19, 2008) has been
celebrated by libraries of all types all across the country. This year,
ALA brings the celebration to Second Life with a week of “in world”
activities. All activities will take place on the ALA Island, and will be
hosted by Member Specialist Tina Coleman (Kay Tairov) or Library
Reference Specialist Val Hawkins (ALALibraryVal Miles). The ALA
Island/ALA Main Stage is located at 128, 107, 29. In Second Life,
teleport directly
[http://slurl.com/secondlife/ALA%20Island/128/107/29/]....
National Library Week is 50
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/nlw.cfm]
This year, National Library Week marks its 50th anniversary with the
theme, &ldquo;Join the circle of knowledge @ your library.&rdquo;
Launched in 1958, National Library Week is a national observance
sponsored by the ALA and libraries across the country to honor the
contributions of our nation&rsquo;s libraries and librarians and to
promote library use and support....
Step Up to the Plate launches in Mobile
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/Step_Up_launch.cfm]
ALA and the National Baseball Hall of Fame officially launched the third
season of Step Up to the Plate @ your library
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[http://www.ala.org/ala/pio/campaign/sponsorship/stepup/stepup.cfm]
Friday, April 4, in Mobile, Alabama. Hall of Famer Ozzie Smith (right)
was on hand to help kick off the Campaign for America’s Libraries
national program. At a morning library event at the Baker High School
library, Smith led a group of students through a series of baseball
trivia questions developed by librarians at the Hall of Fame....
ALA-APA names 30 angels
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/apaangels.cfm]
Thirty library leaders will be honored as ALA-APA angels at the ALA
Annual Conference in June. The ALA-Allied Professional Association is
celebrating five years of service by honoring some of the many people and
organizations that have helped it grow and flourish in its missions of
providing certification and supporting better salaries. ALA-APA angels
were instrumental in the creation and development of the association....
Submit your stars for National Library Workers Day
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/NLWD.cfm]
National Library Workers Day, April 15, is fast approaching. It’s not too
late to nominate [http://www.ala-apa.org/about/nlwdstarsform.html] your
favorite library employee as an NLWD Star. By submitting Stars, dozens of
library staff, users, administrators, and friends groups have already
shown the world how library workers are crucial to their respective
communities. Stars will also be entered into a drawing for a “Libraries
Work Because We Do” t-shirt or tote bag....
Join the Diversity and Outreach Fair
[http://www.ala.org/Template.cfm?Section=diversityfair&CFID=7416471&CFTOKEN
=cf6f3918fe8dd9c2-913510CF-CAE6-8294-DC7F29E0B04A0CC8]
ALA’s Office for Literacy and Outreach Services invites members from all
types of libraries to participate in the Diversity and Outreach Fair
taking place 3–5 p.m., Saturday, June 28, during the ALA Annual
Conference in Anaheim. The Fair allows participants to celebrate examples
of diversity in American libraries and to demonstrate possibilities for
other libraries in search of &ldquo;diversity in action&rdquo; ideas.
Apply by April 11
[http://www.ala.org/ala/olos/olosprograms/diversityfair/08divfair.cfm] to
participate....
ALA leaders praise Washington state support for school libraries
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/seattlemoms.cfm]
ALA leaders are applauding legislators in Washington state for giving
financial support to school libraries. Earlier this year, leaders from
ALA and one of its divisions, the American Association of School
Librarians (AASL), were invited to support the efforts of three
determined Spokane moms who had worked for almost a year to make school
libraries a state funding priority....
Support the Cultural Communities Fund
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/ccfpr.cfm]
In order to meet its ambitious fundraising goals, the ALA Public Programs
Office began a campaign to raise an additional $310,000 in contributions
and pledges [http://www.ala.org/ala/ppo/ccf/culturalcommunities.cfm] for
the Cultural Communities Fund before July 31. All contributions and
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pledges made before July 31 will be matched by the National Endowment for
the Humanities. Member support is urgently needed to take full advantage
of this opportunity to leverage funds from NEH. The CCF supports
libraries in establishing and expanding cultural and community
programming....
Sign up for the next Advocacy Webinar
[http://www.wo.ala.org/districtdispatch/?p=446]
On April 16, advocacy guru Stephanie Vance will host the Washington
Office&rsquo;s second Advocacy Webinar. The webinar comes just as
National Library Legislative Day [http://www.ala.org/nlld] approaches,
when advocacy skills need to be honed to a razor-sharp edge. How can you
best prepare for and be effective in these communications? Join this
webinar [https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/393791408] to find out....
District Dispatch, Apr. 8
Roger E. Levien named OITP Fellow
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/otipfellow.cfm]
The Office for Information Technology Policy has named Roger E. Levien as
its second OITP Fellow. His term began on April 1 and extends through
March 31, 2010. Levien’s primary focus will be on the new Program on
America’s Libraries in the 21st Century, which focuses on monitoring and
evaluating trends in technology and society to assist the library
community in shaping its future....
Cora Paul Bomar dies
[http://www.legacy.com/News-Record/Obituaries.asp?Page=LifeStory&PersonId=1
06159357]
Cora Paul Bomar, AASL President in 1962–1963, passed away in Greensboro,
North Carolina, March 18. For 18 years, she was on the staff of the North
Carolina Department of Public Instruction, where she gave leadership to
the development of school libraries in North Carolina and the nation. Her
work for the passage of the Library Services and Construction Act
resulted in an invitation to be among a small group to witness the
legislation’s signing by President Lyndon B. Johnson on February 11,
1964....
Greensboro (N.C.) News-Record, Mar. 23

AL Focus
===========================================================================
Paula Poundstone and PLA
[http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/pla-conference-2008]
Comedian and Keynote Speaker Paula Poundstone kicks off this overview
(2:54) of the 2008 Public Library Association Conference (March 25–29) in
Minneapolis, explaining why her new book took nine years to write. Other
highlights include Nancy Pearl discussing her Book Buzz program, Room to
Read CEO John Wood on his plans to establish 20,000 libraries across the
developing world, and some amazing Japanese drumming from Mu Daiko....
National Library Week video: Go Fish
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[http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/national-library-week-go-fish]
Two card players, fiercely battling over a hand of . . . Go Fish. The
stakes are high in this game because these aren’t ordinary cards. “Do you
have a MasterCard?” “Mass transit card?” “Myrtle Beach Nudist Club card?”
Of course, both players are forgetting an all-important fact: 63% of
adults in the U.S. have public library cards. Celebrate National Library
Week, April 13–19. Starring Chicago comedian Shad Kunkle and shot at
Morton College Library in Cicero, Illinois....
magazine
[http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/national-library-week-people-magazine]
Here’s an unpleasant fact: If the cost of People magazine had risen as
fast as the cost of academic library periodicals since 1990, its
subscription would cost $150 per year. In this National Library Week
video (1:34), an avid People reader comes to terms with losing track of
Britney, Brangelina, and TomKat. Starring Shad Kunkle and shot at Morton
College Library in Cicero, Illinois....

Featured review: Books for youth
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=2559478]
Preller, James. Six Innings. Mar. 2008. 160p. Feiwel and Friends,
hardcover. Grades 5–8 (978-0-312-36763-3).
Dishing up a rare example of a character-driven tale that is also
suspenseful and exciting, the author of the Jigsaw Jones series
chronicles a magnificent championship game between two Little League
teams that is as much about the players as the plays. Most of the action
takes place on the field, and Preller leverages his love of the game and
his experience as a Little League manager and coach to capture the game’s
rhythms, routine plays, surprises, strategic moves, and shifting momentum
that characterize baseball at its best....
Historical fiction Top 10
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=2683013]
Brad Hooper writes: “In recent years in our Spotlight on Historical
Fiction, we have insisted the current renaisssance in historical fiction
shows no signs of abatement. We are only too happy to sing the same tune
again this year: It may be a different verse, but it&rsquo;s still the
same song. Read the following historical novels, and try to resist
admiring them all.”...
@ Visit Booklist Online [http://www.booklistonline.com] for other reviews
and much more....

Anaheim Update
===========================================================================
Prime Time Shuttle to and from the airport
[http://www.primetimeshuttle.com/about_prime_time.htm]
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Prime Time Shuttle has been providing quality airport ground
transportation service in Southern California since 1984. The company
provides clean and comfortable vans, professional drivers, and a safe and
efficient route to and from John Wayne Airport in Orange County. ALA
Annual Conference attendees can reserve a van by phone at (800) RED-VANS
or (310) 536-7922 using reference code 310572. You can also use the
special ALA reservations page
[http://primetimeshuttle.hudsonltd.net/res?USERIDENTRY=310572&LOGON=GO]....
Prime Time Shuttle
Play the California Dreaming game
[http://wikis.ala.org/annual2008/index.php/California_Dreaming]
The Mojave is a big desert and a frightening one. It&rsquo;s as though
“nature tested a man for endurance and constancy to prove whether he was
good enough to get to California,&rdquo; John Steinbeck once said. This
summer at the ALA Annual Conference in Anaheim, your knowledge will be
put to the test in California Dreaming, a conference-wide scavenger hunt.
With so many information professionals on the case the competition will
be quick and stiff. Watch the ALA Conference wiki for further
information....
===========================================================================
[http://www.tutor.com/evaluate]
===========================================================================
Division News
===========================================================================
Char&rsquo;s PLA Conference awards
[http://kittylady5.blogspot.com/2008/03/pla-2008-conference-awards.html]
Char Gwizdala offers her take on the most award-worthy people, exhibits,
and swag at the PLA National Conference in Minneapolis. Karen Hyman and
Sandra Nelson garnered Best Presenter Awards, Plunkett Research&rsquo;s
&ldquo;Librarians Rock&rdquo; t-shirt got the prize for best swag, and
Best Character Promotion Award went to Scaredy Squirrel (right) at the
Kids Can Press exhibit booth&hellip;.
Char’s Blog, Mar. 30
ACRL expands legislative advocacy efforts
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/mclaneacrl.cfm]
ACRL has appointed Michael McLane, director of libraries at Catholic
University of America, as visiting program officer to work with members
and staff to recruit new legislative advocates, plan training
opportunities, and assess the ACRL legislative advocacy program.
[http://www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlissues/washingtonwatch/acrladvocates.cfm]
The division is also directly recruiting legislative advocates in an
effort to complement the work of the chapter networks and the chapter
legislative coordinators. Anyone interested can apply by July 11....
Horth to speak at LAMA President&#8217;s Program
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/lamapresident.cfm]
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The 2008 LAMA President’s Program will feature David Magellan Horth
speaking about “Visual and Verbal Literacy: Skills for Contemporary
Leadership,” June 29, at the ALA Annual Conference in Anaheim. Horth is a
senior enterprise associate at the Center for Creative Leadership in
Greensboro, North Carolina....
Capstone Publishers reception at AASL Fall Forum
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/networkingaasl.cfm]
Capstone Publishers will sponsor the Saturday Night Networking Reception
at the 2008 AASL Fall Forum, “Assessment, Part II: Constructing and
Interpreting Viable Tools for Effective Student Learning in the Library
Media Center.” The Fall Forum will be held at the Oak Brook Hills
Marriott Resort (Chicago area) October 17–19....

Awards
===========================================================================
Carolyn S. Brodie wins Scholastic Publishing Award
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/brodie.cfm]
Carolyn S. Brodie, professor in the School of Library and Information
Science at Kent State University, is the recipient of the 2008 Scholastic
Library Publishing Award. The award will be presented July 1, during the
ALA Annual Conference in Anaheim, California. It is bestowed on a
librarian whose extraordinary contributions to promoting access to books
and encouraging a love of reading for lifelong learning exemplifies
outstanding achievement in the profession. Brodie will receive a citation
and $1,000 prize, donated by Scholastic Library Publishing....
Larry Romans wins James Bennett Childs Award
[http://www.ala.org/ala/godort/godortcommittees/godortawards/awards2008.cfm
]
Larry Romans, head of Government Information Services at Vanderbilt
University Library, is the 2008 recipient of the James Bennett Childs
Award, administered by the Government Documents Round Table. The award is
a tribute to an individual who has made a lifetime and significant
contribution to the field of government documents librarianship. Other
GODORT award and scholarship recipients include Mary Webb Prophet, Judith
Downie, Lily Wai, and Ray Walling....
Malafi receives Dun &amp; Bradstreet travel support award
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/malafi.cfm]
Elizabeth Malafi, business librarian at the Miller Business Resource
Center of the Middle Country Public Library in Centereach, New York, is
the recipient of the 2008 Dun & Bradstreet Public Librarian Support Award
presented by the RUSA Business Reference and Services Section. The
citation and $1,000 travel award is sponsored by Dun & Bradstreet to
support attendance at the ALA Annual Conference of a business librarian
who works in a public library....
We the People bookshelf awards
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/pponeh.cfm]
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ALA and the National Endowment for the Humanities have selected 3,000
school and public libraries throughout the country to receive a
collection of 17 classic books from the We the People Bookshelf project.
The theme of this year&rsquo;s Bookshelf is &ldquo;Created Equal.&rdquo;
The Bookshelf award is part of the NEH&rsquo;s We the People program,
which supports projects that strengthen the teaching, study and
understanding of American history and culture....
PLA feature article contest winners
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/plafeature.cfm]
PLA has announced the 2008 winners of its annual Public Libraries feature
article contest. The first prize went to Barbara Pitney, reference
services coordinator for the King County (Wash.) Library System, and
Nancy Slote, branch library manager at the Seattle Public Library, for
their article &ldquo;Going Mobile: The KCLS Roving Reference
Model,&rdquo; published in the January/February 2007 issue....
2008 InfoTubey awards [http://www.infotubey.com/]
The votes are in and the winners of the 2008 InfoTubey awards were
announced April 8 at the Computers in Libraries conference in Washington,
D.C. The awards are presented by Information Today to recognize
excellence in library-related productions that are posted on YouTube. The
InfoTubeys were awarded to the top five productions (out of scores of
submissions) that demonstrated creativity, humor, and sincerity in
marketing a library or library services or enhancing the library’s value.
The University of Ottawa Morisset Library’s “Amazing Library 101
Challenge” was both exciting and bilingual....
Information Today, Apr. 9
===========================================================================
[http://www.tech-logic.com/]
===========================================================================
Seen Online
===========================================================================
Medical website restores &#8220;abortion&#8221; search term after
criticism
[http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2008/04/05/health/main3995656.shtml]
The Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health restored the word
“abortion” April 4 as an acceptable search term on Popline,
[http://db.jhuccp.org/ics-wpd/popweb/] a reproductive health website
funded by the U.S. Agency for International Development. The move
followed criticism from health advocates and librarians that the
restriction on searches about abortion amounted to censorship. ALA
President Loriene Roy issued a statement
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/popline.cfm] April 4
expressing dismay over “any federal policy or rule that requires or
encourages information providers to block access to scientific
information because of partisan or religious bias.” NPR
[http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=89486048] has a few
more details....
Associated Press, Apr. 5; National Public Radio, Apr. 9
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Seattle&#8217;s Deborah Jacobs to join Gates Foundation
[http://www.spl.org/default.asp?pageID=about_news_detail&cid=1207755031444]
The Seattle Public Library board of trustees announced April 9 that City
Librarian Deborah L. Jacobs has accepted a position with the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation and will leave her library post July 2. Jacobs
will begin her work as deputy director for Global Libraries for the Bill
& Melinda Gates Foundation on August 10. She has been at SPL since
November 1997....
Seattle Public Library, Apr. 9
Jeopardy [http://blogs.setonhill.edu/Setonian/025145.html]
Judith Koveleskie, periodicals librarian for Reeves Memorial Library at
Seton Hill University in Greensburg, Pennsylvania, is scheduled to appear
on the TV game show Jeopardy on May 22. She first entered the contestant
pool in January 2007 with an online test. Simply being a librarian helped
her make the cut, she said. &ldquo;So many times my husband and I will be
watching the show and I&rsquo;ll know an answer. He&rsquo;ll ask me,
&lsquo;How on earth did you know that?&rsquo; and I&rsquo;ll say,
&lsquo;Oh, I just helped out a student who was doing a paper on
that.&rsquo;&rdquo;&hellip;
The Setonian, Apr. 4
Pine Bluff library evicts court [http://www.nwanews.com/adg/News/222086]
For the past three weeks, Judge Waymond Brown has been holding court
either in the city council chambers or the district court lobby on the
bottom floor of the Pine Bluff–Jefferson County (Ark.) Library, where he
stands beside defendants as if they&rsquo;re mingling at a cocktail
party. The library board evicted Brown from the theater on the bottom
floor of the library, the courtroom he&rsquo;s called home since October
2001. The eviction came after months of feuding between city officials
and Library Director Dave Burdick about use of the bottom floor....
Little Rock Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, Apr. 7
Tulare County cites reasons for firing library worker
[http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080409/NEWS/
804090361/1002/NEWS01]
Tulare County, California, officials have issued a list of 13 reasons why
they fired library assistant Brenda Biesterfeld in March after she
reported to police that a man was viewing pornography in the county’s
Lindsay branch. Among those reasons is a claim that Biesterfeld failed to
tell the supervisor she called, Judi Hill, that the man on the computer
February 28 was viewing pornography involving children rather than adult
pornography....
Visalia (Calif.) Times-Delta, Apr. 9
The life of a library branch manager
[http://southsidejournal.stltoday.com/articles/2008/04/08/news/sj2tn2008040
8-0409ssj-qa00.ii1.txt]
Jason Kuhl is the manager of St. Louis County (Mo.) Library’s Cliff Cave
branch. He’s been working in the library system for eight years and
agreed to answer questions about the experiences, challenges, and rewards
of being a public librarian....
St. Louis South Side Journal, Apr. 8
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Ruling is setback for Indianapolis library case
[http://www.indystar.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080408/NEWS/80408049/
0/LOCAL]
A ruling by a Boone County judge has narrowed the claims left against two
engineering and inspection firms blamed for errors on the Central Library
project. The decision is a setback for the Indianapolis–Marion County
Public Library in its legal quest to recoup cost overruns estimated at
more than $50 million. So far, it has collected more than $20 million
through settlements with design and construction firms....
Indianapolis Star, Apr. 9
Fresno students get more library options
[http://www.fresnobee.com/263/story/504245.html]
Fresno (Calif.) Central Unified school district will keep five of its
school libraries open this summer to provide a much-needed place to check
out books and encourage students to read. The Fresno County Library has
no branches in the area, despite explosive growth. A library is planned
for the northwest section, but the county has not bought land or set an
opening date....
Fresno (Calif.) Bee, Apr. 3
How many of these have you read?
[http://www.telegraph.co.uk/arts/main.jhtml?xml=/arts/2008/04/06/nosplit/sv
_classics06.xml]
The Telegraph presents its list of the 110 best books to populate the
perfect library, organized by category, each with a short summary. For
example, Marcel Proust&rsquo;s A la recherche de temps perdu: &ldquo;A
novel whose every sentence can be a struggle to finish may sound
forbidding, but this masterpiece of modernity, taking us into every nook
and cranny of the narrator&rsquo;s fascinating mind, is worth all the
effort.&rdquo;&hellip;
The Telegraph (U.K.), Apr. 6
Two Bristol schools remove gay-friendly books
[http://www.dailymail.co.uk/pages/live/articles/news/news.html?in_article_i
d=553008&in_page_id=1770]
Two primary schools in Bristol, England, have withdrawn storybooks about
same-sex relationships after objections from Muslim parents. Up to 90
parents gathered at the schools to complain about King & King and And
Tango Makes Three. Bristol City Council said the two schools had been
using the books to help prevent homophobic bullying. The two schools are
60–70% Muslim, but non-Muslim parents were among those who complained,
many objecting that parents were not consulted on the titles....
Daily Mail (U.K.), Apr. 2
===========================================================================
[http://www.queenslibrary.org/jobs]
===========================================================================
Tech Talk
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Flickr expands into online video
[http://www.chicagotribune.com/technology/sns-ap-flickr-video,0,7419566.sto
ry]
Yahoo will begin showing homemade videos on its online photo-sharing site
Flickr, in a long-anticipated move that may be too late to lure many
people away from the dominant video channel, Google’s YouTube. Flickr’s
video technology, [http://www.flickr.com/help/video/] which debuted April
8, represents the latest example of Yahoo trying to catch up to Google in
a crucial battleground. Only Flickr’s pro members—those who pay for an
annual subscription—will be allowed to transfer video clips of up to 90
seconds to the site, but anyone will be able to watch them....
Chicago Tribune, Apr. 9
Top 10 ways to trick out your desktop
[http://lifehacker.com/377318/top-10-ways-to-trick-out-your-desktop]
Kevin Purdy writes: “For something that you look at every day of your
working life, your computer desktop doesn’t get as much attention as it
deserves. That’s too bad, considering that the desktop can do a lot more
than display wallpaper and hold shortcut icons. From widgets to
workflows, from calendars to computer stats and beyond, you can do a
whole lot on your desktop without manually starting up a single program.
Here’s our top 10 list of applications and tweaks that make your desktop
a truly useful place to land.”...
Lifehacker, Apr. 9
New life for Windows XP
[http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,2281302,00.asp]
Microsoft announced April 3 that it will continue making Windows XP Home
Edition available until at least June 2010 on ultra-low-cost PCs, such as
the ASUS Eee. The decision was prompted by Microsoft’s hardware
manufacturing partners, who wanted the “familiarity, compatibility, and
support only available on the Windows platform,” according to Microsoft.
The machines have less computing horsepower and smaller screens than
typical desktops and laptops, so XP makes more sense for them than
Vista....
PC Magazine, Apr. 3
Nine free online storage solutions
[http://webworkerdaily.com/2008/04/02/9-free-online-storagebackup-solutions
-for-varying-needs/]
Samuel Dean writes: &ldquo;The price of storage has been dropping
dramatically for some time now, and along with that trend, web workers
now have an ever-expanding set of options for backing up and sharing
files online. In addition, the various services you can use offer many
different kinds of options—so how much capacity you get with free online
offerings isn&rsquo;t necessarily the only issue any more.&rdquo;&hellip;
Web Worker Daily, Apr. 2
How to troubleshoot your home network
[http://www.pcworld.com/article/id,141627/article.html]
Having a hard time with your home wireless network? Lincoln Spector
tackles some pressing networking questions, including “Why can’t my PCs
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see each other on the network?” “How do I share a printer?” and “Why does
my wireless speed vary so much?”...
PC World, Mar. 7
10 ways the internet could die
[http://gigaom.com/2008/04/06/10-ways-the-internet-will-die/]
Alistair Croll writes: &ldquo;We often think of the internet as a
platform for unfettered global communication, where information flows
freely, innovators can launch new applications at will, and everyone can
have a voice. But it&rsquo;s unlikely that our children&rsquo;s internet
will look anything like what we have now. How might the internet as we
know it die? Here are 10 possibilities.&rdquo;&hellip;
GigaOM, Apr. 6
===========================================================================
[http://americanlibrariesbuyersguide.com]
===========================================================================
Actions & Answers
===========================================================================
Seattle Mariners, state librarian play ball for literacy
[http://www.secstate.wa.gov/office/osos_news.aspx?i=aOW8J3d1wMVzUAfODsKLDA%
3d%3d]
The Seattle Mariners and Washington State Librarian Jan Walsh teamed up
for literacy at Safeco Field March 31 to kick off the 2008 baseball
season. This year&rsquo;s festivities included the unveiling of a
Washington Reads
[http://www.secstate.wa.gov/library/wa_reads/miguel_batista.aspx] poster
promoting pitcher Miguel Batista, who authored the book Sentimentos en
Blanco y Negro. The poster will be mailed to public and school libraries
throughout the state to celebrate baseball season and National Library
Week....
Washington Secretary of State, Mar. 31
San Francisco PL offers designer library cards
[http://www.sfpl.org/news/newcards.htm]
San Francisco Public Library users can choose from four colorful styles
for their library card, all designed by young artists in the city. Last
May, SFPL and the San Francisco Unified School District held a
children&rsquo;s library card art contest. The winning designs in each
category&mdash;preschool, elementary school, middle school, and high
school—are now available to patrons....
San Francisco Public Library, Apr. 7
Library of Congress Experience to launch April 12
[http://www.loc.gov/today/pr/2008/08-072.html]
The Library of Congress will honor seven new Living Legends as part of
its public celebration on April 12 at the Thomas Jefferson Building. The
ceremony will help mark the opening of the “Library of Congress
Experience,” which offers visitors the opportunity to explore rare
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historical and cultural treasures through interactive technology and a
companion website. [http://www.loc.gov/experience/] Living Legend awards
will be presented by Librarian of Congress James H. Billington and Master
of Ceremonies Mickey Hart, Grateful Dead percussionist and Rock & Roll
Hall of Fame inductee....
Library of Congress, Apr. 8
Why go to book groups? [http://bookgroupbuzz.booklistonline.com/]
Nick DiMartino writes: &ldquo;Why talk about reading when you can be
reading instead? A conversation composed of addicted readers is a room
full of people who aren&rsquo;t enjoying their addiction. For moderate
readers, socializing is a pleasant break from solitude, but for reading
addicts who need their hundred pages a day, a reading group means
temporarily closing your book. And possibly (shudder!) having to do
without your fix that night.&rdquo;&hellip;
Book Group Buzz, Apr. 4
Turning on the light at school
[http://www.ascd.org/portal/site/ascd/template.MAXIMIZE/menuitem.459dee008f
99653fb85516f762108a0c/?javax.portlet.tpst=d5b9c0fa1a493266805516f762108a0c
_ws_MX&javax.portlet.prp_d5b9c0fa1a493266805516f762108a0c_journaltypeheader
image=%2FASCD%2Fimages%2Fmultifiles%2Fpublications%2Felmast.gif&javax.portl
et.prp_d5b9c0fa1a493266805516f762108a0c_viewID=article_view&javax.portlet.p
rp_d5b9c0fa1a493266805516f762108a0c_journalmoid=f0d11e9098a78110VgnVCM10000
03d01a8c0RCRD&javax.portlet.prp_d5b9c0fa1a493266805516f762108a0c_articlemoi
d=2c421e9098a78110VgnVCM1000003d01a8c0RCRD&javax.portlet.prp_d5b9c0fa1a4932
66805516f762108a0c_journalTypePersonalization=ASCD_EL&javax.portlet.begCach
eTok=token&javax.portlet.endCacheTok=token]
Marc Prensky writes: &ldquo;For most of history, kids grew up in the dark
intellectually. Right up until the mid-20th century, when television
became widespread, the world outside their own neighborhoods was largely
unknown to them, until they got to school. Today&rsquo;s kids grow up in
the light. They&rsquo;re deeply immersed in it long before educators ever
see them. Yet somehow schools have decided that all the light that
surrounds kids&mdash;their electronic connections to the world&mdash;is
somehow detrimental to their education.&rdquo;&hellip;
Educational Leadership 65, no. 6 (Mar.): 40&ndash;45
Students want more games
[http://www.eschoolnews.com/news/top-news/?i=53443;_hbguid=305cfa7c-e0a0-47
4c-8bc3-d65915d4ebce&d=top-news]
Educators are largely missing out on what could be a huge opportunity to
capitalize on their students&rsquo; appetite for electronic games and
simulations to teach them about core curriculum topics, results from a
new national survey suggest. Project Tomorrow&rsquo;s fifth annual Speak
Up Survey reveals that online or electronic gaming is one of the
technologies that students use most frequently&mdash;and that educational
gaming is one of the emerging technologies that students would most like
to see implemented in their schools. Yet, only one in 10 teachers has
adopted gaming as an instructional tool....
eSchool News, Apr. 8
Peterborough Town Library celebrates 175th year
[http://www.townofpeterborough.com/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7b788F73AB-1
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986-416F-B55F-DCA270BB670D%7d]
The Peterborough (N.H.) Town Library is celebrating its 175th anniversary
April 9, making it the oldest tax-supported library in the world. The
library was established in 1833 due to the efforts of Unitarian minister
Abiel Abbot, who encouraged the creation of a library owned by the town
for the benefit of residents. The Peterborough Town Library was the first
of its kind, a successful experiment in books owned collectively by a
town. In 1849, New Hampshire enacted a law that allowed other
municipalities to establish similar libraries....
Peterborough Town Library
How green is your PC? [http://www.sierraclub.org/howgreen/PC/]
Personal computers have become so entrenched in our daily lives that
it&rsquo;s hard to remember what life was like pre-PC. Rumor has it that
people took quizzes with pencil and paper, and that scoring was
accomplished through a tedious manual procedure. No longer! Now you can
test your green PC knowledge in a mere 11 clicks with this binary
true/false quiz. Sharpen your cursor and test your knowledge of how your
PC affects the environment&hellip;.
Sierra Club
New York Public to expand its LGBT collections
[http://www.nypl.org/press/releases/?article_id=109]
A new donor support group, LGBT @ NYPL, will help to expand, build, and
make accessible the New York Public Library&rsquo;s extensive Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual and Transgender collections, one of the few such efforts by
a non-LGBT organization. At an inaugural reception April 3 at the
Library, LGBT @ NYPL&rsquo;s Cochairmen Hermes Mallea and Carey Maloney
announced it has raised more than $500,000 in corporate and private
donations for the project....
Ebrary offers access to library science e-books
[http://www.businesswire.com/portal/site/google/?ndmViewId=news_view&newsId
=20080409005439&newsLang=en]
In support of National Library Week, April 13–19, e-content provider
ebrary announced April 9 that it will provide librarians as well as
students and faculty in library science and related programs with
complimentary access to its Library Center for one year. The Library
Center includes more than 85 full-text e-books covering topics such as
digital library development, general collection development, and the
history of libraries and librarianship, as well as illustrated guides
from the Library of Congress....
ebrary, Apr. 9
anime series
[http://www.animenewsnetwork.com/news/2008-04-03/library-war-promo-movie-co
mmercial-posted-online]
The official website of the Library War
[http://www.animenewsnetwork.com/encyclopedia/anime.php?id=8951] anime
series has posted a promotional trailer
[http://www.toshokan-sensou.com/gallery_pv1.html] (2:43) and commercial
[http://www.toshokan-sensou.com/gallery_cm1.html] (0:15), both in
Japanese, for a new action-comedy anime TV series that adapts Hiro
Arikawa’s popular novel about battles fought to preserve libraries when a
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new law threatens to clamp down on freedom of expression in 2019.
Production I.G is producing the series, which will debut on Japanese
television on April 10. Takayuki Hamana (Chocolate Underground, The
Prince of Tennis) is directing....
Anime News Network, Apr. 3
An academic freedom quiz
[http://acrlog.org/2008/04/08/an-academic-freedom-quiz/]
Steven Bell writes: “As a profession we&rsquo;ve spent lots of time
debating academic freedom and tenure for academic librarians. Do academic
librarians need the protections of academic freedom? If not, why do they
need tenure? If yes, why are some on the tenure track and not others? If
you already have a deep understanding of academic freedom and
intellectual freedom that&rsquo;s outstanding, but if not or you want to
test your knowledge, take this quiz.”...
ACRLog, Apr. 8
How special libraries do it [http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L1d8Rx526NI]
This 37-second PSA, “Need Information? Contact Your Special Librarian
Today,” was prepared by a special librarian at a structural engineering
firm in north suburban Chicago for What’s New in Libraries, an
award-winning local cable show hosted by Sarah A. Long....
YouTube, Apr. 3
[http://www.rittenhouse.com/]
===========================================================================
[http://www.preparetraining.com/landing/08ptpadsaz800.asp?gad=CNn6wfwEEgjyT
OWH04yvSBitg-X-AyD54aQ6]
===========================================================================
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/annual/2008a/geninfo.htm]
ALA Annual Conference
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/annual/2008a/home.htm] in
Anaheim, California, June 26–July 2. Hotel registration
[http://reg.itsmeetings.com/its/0806libana/11.asp?group=null&FName=&LName=&
Title=&Comp=&Addr1=&Addr2=&City=&State=&Zip=&Cntry=&Phone=&Fax=&Email=&PaxI
D1=&PaxID2=] is now open and available. If you are experiencing
difficulties with this website, please call our housing bureau directly
at (800) 974-9833.

June 29 is Bookmobile Sunday
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/annual/2008a/specialevents.cf
m#bookmobile] in Anaheim. “Mobile Libraries: Driving Library Services
into the Future” is packed full of valuable bookmobile content and will
culminate with a presentation and book signing by Masha Hamilton, author
of The Camel Bookmobile. The program is a ticketed event requiring
additional registration.
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[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/annual/2008a/optionalevents.c
fm] Afterwards, watch the West Coast bookmobile parade.
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog2&_pn=product_deta
il&_op=2344]
The new seventh edition of Reference Sources for Small and Medium-sized
Libraries,
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog2&_pn=product_deta
il&_op=2344] now completely rewritten by a team of outstanding,
experienced reference experts, addresses the revolution in reference
publishing. It includes the best of the best and most affordable
resources, websites, CD-ROMs, and electronic databases, as well as print.
NEW! From ALA Editions.
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Going for the Green
Library Design Showcase
Makeover at the Mansion
Learning Side by Side
Homegrown Superstars Say READ to Succeed
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pio/presscentera/piopresskits/nationallibraryweek20
08a/gl08.cfm]
During National Library Week, libraries of all types will host special
gaming programs in support of a new literacy initiative called Gaming @
your library. [http://www.ilovelibraries.org/gaming/] Historically,
libraries have provided print resources, but as new formats have been
introduced, libraries have included them in their collections. Check out
ALA’s gaming resources page.
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pio/presscentera/piopresskits/nationallibraryweek20
08a/gl08.cfm]
Career Leads from
[http://joblist.ala.org/]
Science Librarian,
[http://joblist.ala.org/modules/jobseeker/controller.cfm?scr=jobdetail&jobi
d=10132] Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo. Serves as the primary
liaison between University Libraries and the departments in Biological
Sciences, Chemistry, Geosciences, Physics, and Mathematics. Provides
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general and specialized reference services, which may include weekend
rotation; recommends resources and contributes to collection development
decisions and initiatives; and engages in ongoing assessment of library
resources and services to meet the needs of students and faculty....
@ More jobs [http://joblist.ala.org/]...

Digital Library of the Week
[http://opac.tulsalibrary.org/search?/tberyl+ford+collection/tberyl+ford+co
llection/1%2C1%2C23072%2CZ/l856&FF=tberyl+ford+collection&2658%2C%2C23072%2
C1%2C0]
The Tulsa (Okla.) City-County Library hosts a collection of more than
23,000 digitized photos of Tulsa’s history. In 2004, the Rotary Club of
Tulsa, through its not-for-profit subsidiary Tulsa Archives, Inc.,
purchased from Beryl and Lydia Ford the entire Beryl Ford Collection,
[http://www.tulsalibrary.org/bfc/] the largest and most significant
collection of photographs and artifacts relevant to the history of the
region. As its official Oklahoma Centennial Project, Rotary teamed with
the Tulsa City-County Library and the Tulsa Historical Society to quickly
provide the public access to this excellent photographic collection of
Tulsa history. A small team of catalogers and other librarians worked for
two years to organize and digitize the photo collection, and the process
was completed in December 2007.
Do you know of a digital library collection that we can mention in this
AL Direct feature? Tell us about it. [mailto:aldirect@ala.org]

Public Perception
How the World
Sees Us
“[Eric Clapton] used to look so so cool and sexy and I can’t see that in
him now.
It’s very odd, he’s a bit of a chameleon but he’s changed radically now.
He looks as if he spends his time in a library boning up on all kinds of
wonderful information.”
?Eric Clapton’s ex-wife Pattie Boyd, who says the years have not been
kind to the rock star, Contactmusic.com, Apr. 9.

[http://www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlpubs/crlnews/backissues2008/april08/April.
cfm]
Daisy Benson and Selene Colburn describe how the University of Vermont
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Libraries used student photos
[http://www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlpubs/crlnews/backissues2008/april08/partyp
hoto.cfm] to help promote their Ask-A-Librarian reference services in the
April issue of College & Research Libraries News.

Ask the ALA Librarian

Q. I just watched the new video from AL Focus, National Library Week:
Super Sized.
[http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/national-library-week-super-sized] Are
there really more libraries than McDonald’s restaurants?
A. Yes, there are. The number of public library outlets cited on the
video is taken from ALA’s pocket brochure, Quotable Facts About America’s
Libraries, a handy credit-card sized foldout (also available online in
PDF form
[http://www.ala.org/ala/issues/toolsandpub/quotablefacts/quotable07_printer
_010807.pdf]). We compiled the facts in 2006, using data available at
that time. Since then, public libraries have opened and closed branches,
and McDonald’s Corporation has opened (and closed) restaurants, but there
are still more public libraries! At the end of 2005, there were 13,727
McDonald&#8217;s restaurants
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Fun_Facts] in the United
States; in fiscal 2005 (the latest report available
[http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2008301]), there were
16,543 stationary public library service outlets,
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Fun_Facts] plus 825
bookmobiles, in the United States. From the ALA Professional Tips wiki.
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Quotable_Facts_Check]
@ The ALA Librarian [mailto:AskTheLibrarian@ala.org] welcomes your
questions.

ALA is working with WGBH-TV in Boston on the upcoming national outreach
campaign for the film The Truth About Cancer,
[http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/takeonestep/] which will air on PBS on April 16
at 9 p.m. (check local listings). The 90-minute documentary film will be
the launching pad for events and projects across the country focused on
creating community conversations around cancer survivorship. Free
outreach toolkits [http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/takeonestep/request.html] are
available.
Calendar
Apr. 23:
Fourth Annual Genealogy Fair,
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[http://www.archives.gov/press/press-releases/2008/nr08-86.html] National
Archives, 700 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. Contact: (202)
357-5000.
May 3:
Free Comic Book Day.
[http://www.ilovelibraries.org/freecomicbookday/index.cfm]
June 1–4:
Academic Library Advancement and Development Network Conference
[http://www.library.arizona.edu/aladn/], Driskill Hotel, Austin, Texas.
June 5–7:
Canadian Association for Information Science, [http://www.cais-acsi.ca/]
Annual Conference, University of British Columbia, Vancouver.
&ldquo;Information Beyond Borders: LIS Interacting With Other
Disciplines.&rdquo;
June 9–12:
Association of Christian Librarians, [http://www.acl.org/conference.cfm]
Conference, Eastern Nazarene College, Quincy, Massachusetts. &ldquo;The
Revolution Continues.&rdquo;
June 10–12:
Digital Directions: Fundamentals of Creating and Managing Digital
Collections [http://www.nedcc.org], Hyatt Regency Jacksonville (Fla.)
Riverfront. Sponsored by the Northeast Document Conservation Center and
Solinet.
June 12:
TechNet2008, [http://www.technet2008.com/] Lockheed Martin Recreation
Area, Fort Worth, Texas. Contact: North Texas Regional Library System,
(800) 856-3050.
June 15–18:
Special Libraries Association,
[http://www.sla.org/content/Events/conference/ac2008/index.cfm] Annual
Conference, Seattle.
June 22–28:
Association of Seventh-day Adventist Libraries, [http://www.asdal.org/]
Conference, Loma Linda (Calif.) University. &ldquo;Libraries 360°: The
Whole Picture.&rdquo;
June 29–
July 2:
International Society for Technology in Education National Educational
Computing, [http://www.iste.org/necc/] Conference, Henry B. Gonzales
Convention Center, San Antonio, Texas.
July 9–10:
Ohio Library Council,
[http://www.olc.org/ReferenceAdult08Conferences.asp] Reference and Adult
Services Conference, Columbus.
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July 12–15:
American Association of Law Libraries [http://www.aallnet.org/events/],
[http://www.aallnet.org/events/] Annual Meeting, Portland, Oregon.
&ldquo;Energize * Explore * Evolve!&rdquo;
July 24–27:
Digipalooza: OverDrive User Group Conference
[http://www.digipalooza.com], Cleveland.
July 30–
Aug. 1:
Ex Libris Users of North America, [http://el-una.org/web/event/2008]
Annual Meeting, California State University, Long Beach. Submit poster
proposals [http://www.hawaii.edu/uhlib/ELUNA08/ELUNA08PresenterInfo.html]
by April 30.
Sept. 19–21:
Association for Rural and Small Libraries,
[http://www.bcr.org/ARSL/index.html] Annual Conference, Radisson Hotel,
Sacramento, California. “Go West: Discover Gold @ your library.” Contact:
Patricia Hector, [mailto:pattynbc@sonic.net] (707) 544-0142, ext. 103.
@ More [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/calendar/calendar.cfm]...
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American Libraries Direct
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U.S. & World News
Librarians’ outcry returns “abortion” to
federal health database

The March 31 discovery by an academic librarian that the
administrator of the reproductive-health database Popline
(Population Information Online) had placed the search word
“abortion” on its stop list, or file of blocked terms, has led to the dean
of Johns Hopkins University’s Bloomberg School of Public Health
reversing the decision a scant five days later. Administered by JHU,
Popline is funded by the U.S. Agency for International Development and
contains more than 360,000 items about family planning and sexually
transmitted disease. However, federal laws prohibit the use of federal
funds for abortion advocacy....

Family challenges two books over n-word

The parents of an 11-year-old student at the
Hillsborough County (Fla.) School District’s Turner
Elementary School in New Tampa announced in midMarch that they would seek the removal of two mediacenter novels that contain the n-word: The Land by
Mildred Taylor and The Starplace by Vicki Grove. “I want
them pulled,” said Darryl Brown, a doctoral student in
education at the University of South Florida....

University library donors
default, sue

Paul and Irene Bogoni, who had pledged
$2 million for an addition to Friedsam
Memorial Library at St. Bonaventure (N.Y.)
University, have said that they will not pay
the final $900,000 of their gift, and have filed a suit in State Supreme
Court in New York County claiming that the university is not meeting
the terms of the donation and demanding that the school either provide
full accounting of the gift or return the money....

Jacobs to lead Gates Global Libraries initiative

Seattle City Librarian Deborah L. Jacobs, who oversaw the opening of
the city’s acclaimed Rem Koolhaas–designed main library, is stepping
down July 2 to become deputy director for global libraries at the Bill
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information and
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and Melinda Gates Foundation. She will begin at the Gates foundation
on August 10....

descriptions are
available.

ALA News
2008 State of America’s
Libraries report

Libraries of all kinds continue to be engines
of learning, literacy, and economic
development in communities nationwide.
Americans are acting on their conviction
that school library media centers are a key
element in delivering the kind of education
the next generation needs in order to
succeed in a global society, and public libraries are redoubling their
efforts to serve linguistically isolated communities. These are among the
findings detailed in the 2008 State of America’s Libraries report,
released as part of National Library Week. Watch a video (7:58) of
President Loriene Roy (above) and Executive Director Keith Michael Fiels
discussing the state of America’s libraries....

ALA to unveil new website
at Annual Conference

After an exhaustive analysis of
member concerns, ALA will unveil a
user-centered redesign of its website
that promises to be better organized
and easier to navigate. Users will get
to see the revamped site during
Annual Conference in Anaheim,
California. The information architecture of the site has been completely
revised based on user input from focus groups, one-on-one interviews,
expert review, hands-on usability tests, online surveys, and guided
walk-throughs....

When Duck gets tired
of working for Farmer
Brown, his political
ambition eventually
leads to his being
elected president.
Illustrate the
importance of voting
with this colorful
poster and bookmark
from Betsy Lewin and
Doreen Cronin’s
beloved book Duck for
President. This is a
great tool to teach
youngsters about the
election process.
NEW! From ALA
Graphics.
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It’s National Library Week number 50!

National Library Week, April 13–19, celebrates its 50th
anniversary with the theme “Join the circle of
knowledge @ your library.” This year’s honorary chair
is the beloved entertainer Julie Andrews, known for
her roles in such classic movies as The Sound of Music
and Mary Poppins and as the author of such books as
Thanks to You—Wisdom from Mother and Child....

Julie Andrews kicks off NLW in Los Angeles

Author and actress Julie Andrews kicked off National Library Week
celebrations at the ArcLight Cinema in Hollywood April 12 during an
event with the Los Angeles-based Wonder of Reading, a nonprofit
organization that renovates and stocks Los Angeles public elementary
school libraries. Joining her on stage were Los Angeles Mayor Antonio
Villaraigosa and Dick Cook, chairman of the Walt Disney Studios....

Going for the Green
Library Design
Showcase
Makeover at the
Mansion
Learning Side by

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/april/041608.htm[7/17/2014 1:28:19 PM]

AL Direct, April 16, 2008

NLW on ALA Island

As part of National Library Week, ALA has
launched “Version 2” of its campus in Second
Life. On April 15, Oberon Octagon (aka
Donavan Vicha in ITTS) held court at Salon
Huron to answer questions about ALA Island,
its new design, its focus, and what virtual
librarians and virtual members of ALA should
know about Second Life. During the hour-long get-together, he
presented those who designed and built the island with virtual
certificates of appreciation. And later, in celebration of National Library
Workers Day, Kay Tairov (aka Tina Coleman, ALA member specialist)
provided participants an opportunity to stretch their avatar and
experience the ancient benefits of Tai Chi (above)....

Side
Homegrown
Superstars Say
READ to Succeed

Gaming @ your library on April 18

Hundreds of libraries throughout the country
will attract new users by hosting gaming
programs and events on April 18 in celebration
of gaming @ your library, taking place during
National Library Week. Public libraries are
holding video tournaments and creating gaming
clubs, bringing in gaming equipment and video
screens, and providing a social experience not found elsewhere in the
community. Check out the debut of Scott Nicholson’s Gaming in
Libraries podcast series, and read Jenny Levine’s take on how gaming
promotes reading....

Chicago recognizes library workers

Cook County (Ill.) Treasurer Maria Pappas (right)
presented ALA–Allied Professional Association Director
Jenifer Grady with a certificate April 15 in honor of
National Library Workers Day. Grady was recognized
for her efforts to honor all library workers and to
encourage communities to recognize the valuable
contributions made by all library workers.

Join the circle of wellness @ your
library

On this website—rolled out for National Library
Workers Day, April 15, by ALA President Loriene Roy
and her former LIS student Henry Stokes—you can read inspiring
stories about workplace wellness written by librarians and find out
about online wellness resources. Special tools include a Workplace
Wellness Inventory and a Wellness Passport....
School of Information, University of Texas at Austin, Apr. 15

Rettig to host advocacy planning session

ALA President-elect Jim Rettig is seeking member input to help plan his
advocacy initiative on June 28, 1:30–3:30 p.m., at the ALA 2008
Annual Conference in Anaheim. The session, entitled “Advocating for All
Libraries: Saving the Library Ecosystem,” will focus on the need for the
library community to broaden its advocacy efforts. Respond by June 9 if
you are interested in attending this planning session....

David Macaulay’s Arbuthnot Lecture

If you are unable to come to Madison, Wisconsin, to hear author and
illustrator David Macaulay present the 2008 May Hill Arbuthnot Honor
Lecture at 7–8 p.m. Central time, April 17, you can view a live video
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Mark your calendars:
There is less than a month
remaining until National
Library Legislative Day,
May 13–14. Each year,
hundreds of library
supporters come to
Washington to talk with
their members of
Congress about the needs
of their libraries. NLLD is a
two-day event featuring
advocacy and issue
training sessions, talks
from Capitol Hill insiders,
and a visit to
Congressional member
offices on Capitol Hill.

Career Leads
from

Library Development
Bureau Head, New
Mexico State Library,
Santa Fe, oversees the
work of staff as they
provide consulting in
best management and
librarianship practices,
administer the Librarian
Certification exam,
manage and promote
the summer reading
program for children,
assure that tribal and
public libraries meet
requirements for the
annual distribution of
state aid funding, and
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feed of the lecture (see the right-hand column of the website under
“Information”). An archived version will be saved at the same site....
South Central Library System, Madison, Wis.

Hats off to the ALA staff

On April 11, President Loriene Roy and Executive Director Keith Michael
Fiels presented 33 ALA staff members with certificates and gifts for
service of 5, 10, and up to 40 years of service. Even though the largest
number of people have 5 or 10 years of service, the average for this
group is just about 15 years. But that’s because there are three with 40
years: Neida de la Torre (Member and Customer Service), Lois-Ann
Gregory-Wood (support for ALA Council), and Bob Hershman (Publishing
operations manager)....

provide technical
support and training for
computer and network
technologies....

@

More jobs...

ALA Marginalia, Apr. 11

AL Focus
National Library Week video:
Monkey Wars

Imagine that there was a movie at your
local multiplex called Monkey Wars: Part 6.
Sounds like the greatest movie ever, right?
But what would you do if you had not seen
Parts 1 through 5? One solution is
suggested in this celebration of National
Library Week (April 13–19). Hint:
Americans go to school, public, and academic libraries 50% more than
they go to the movies. Starring Chicago comedian Shad Kunkle and
shot in part at Morton College Library in Cicero, Illinois....

National Library Week video:
College reference desk

“Can athlete’s foot catch on fire?” “Do you
guys need any tutors for football?” “Do you
have anything to eat?” These and other
urgent academic library reference questions
are answered in this final National Library
Week (April 13–19) homage to the 72.8million reference questions answered by
academic librarians each year—that’s almost twice the attendance at
college football games. Shot at Morton College Library in Cicero, Illinois,
and starring Shad Kunkle, who grew up in Iowa, which gives him every
right to wear that sweatshirt....

Featured review: Books for youth

Franklin, Ariana. The Serpent’s Tale. Read by
Kate Reading. Feb. 2008. 12 hr. Books on
Tape, CD (978-1-4159-4725-8).
When King Henry II’s mistress, Rosamund
Clifford, is poisoned, Eleanor of Aquitaine, the
king’s estranged queen, is blamed. The country
braces for civil war. The king summons Rowley

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/april/041608.htm[7/17/2014 1:28:19 PM]

As of April 15, 13,262
(more than 22% of eligible
voters) have voted in the
ALA election, including
12,045 who voted online
and 1,217 who voted with
a paper ballot.
    The final reminder will
go out on Monday, April
21, to those voting on the
Web. If you have parked a
ballot (spent some time
reviewing candidates,
started marking your
ballot and then needed to
do other things) it’s time
to unpark. Parked ballots
have not been cast. Polls
close April 24.

Digital Library
of the Week

The University of
Delaware Postcard
Collection consists of
more than 2,000
postcards of Delaware
and nearby areas. The
postcards date mainly
from the end of the
19th to the mid-20th
century. Most of the
cards in the collection
were commercially
produced and represent
well-known Delaware
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Picot, the bishop of St. Albans, whose former lover
and respected ally Adelia Aguilar (the mistress of the art of
death) is called upon to help find the killer. Series fans who
enjoyed Rosalyn Landor’s reading of Mistress of the Art of
Death (2007), the first book in this series (also available from
Books on Tape), will be pleased to discover that Reading’s
performance is every bit as good. Her characterizations are
vivid, and her light British accent is easy on American ears....

@

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

Anaheim Update
Libraries Build Communities in
Anaheim

ALA member-volunteers, through this day-long
service project, continue to assist schools,
libraries, and the local community in cities
where ALA meets for Annual Conferences.
Libraries Build Communities makes a huge
difference to schools and libraries drastically
affected by cuts in staff and budgets. Volunteer to help on Friday, June
27, by registering ($10 fee is contributed to local library
funds). Participants choose from available projects and are provided
with lunch and a T-shirt....

Other volunteer opportunities

There are many other opportunities for volunteering at Annual
Conference: local committee booth, silent auction, and Scholarship
Bash, for example. These are organized by the local committee, which
is headquartered in the Anaheim Public Library. You don’t have to work
there to help; all librarians are welcome. You should be an ALA
member, so make sure your membership is up to date. Contact Carol
Stone, director of the Anaheim Public Library and chair of the
committee, who can direct you to the appropriate volunteer chair....
Annual Conference wiki

buildings, monuments,
and views, such as the
State Capitol in Dover,
Wilmington’s downtown
buildings and historic
structures, and
Rehoboth’s beaches and
boardwalks. A number
of the cards, though,
document small-town
life in Delaware,
including street scenes
and domestic buildings.
The collection also
contains images of
places outside the state,
most notably Longwood
Gardens in nearby
Kennett Square,
Pennsylvania. Some of
these images may not
exist in any other
format. The captions
and written messages
on the back of the
cards contain a wealth
of information about the
image on the front and
can illuminate many
attitudes and interests
of the past.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.

Public
Perception
How the World
Sees Us

Division News
Digital preservation defined

The ALCTS Preservation and Reformatting Section has prepared a
definition of digital preservation. Growing out of a conversation held at
the Digital Preservation Discussion Group at the 2007 ALA Midwinter
Meeting, the definition was developed to promote an understanding of
digital preservation within the library community, as well as among our
allied professions and the user communities we exist to serve....

Become an ALA representative to IFLA

ACRL invites applicants to serve as ALA representatives to standing
committees of the International Federation of Library Associations and
Institutions for the term 2009–2013. There is currently one vacancy
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/april/041608.htm[7/17/2014 1:28:19 PM]

“Had I the power, I
would scatter
libraries over the
whole land, as the
sower sows his
wheat-field.”
—American educator Horace
Mann. quoted in James Jesse
Burns, Educational History of
Ohio (Columbus, O.:
Historical Publishing, 1905),
p. 425.
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each in the following IFLA committees: Art Libraries, Information
Literacy, Rare Books and Manuscripts, Science and Technology
Libraries, Social Science Libraries, and University Libraries/General
Research Libraries....
ACRL Insider, Apr. 14

AASL seeks presenter proposals for 2009

AASL is seeking presenter proposals for the 2009 ALA Annual
Conference, to be held July 9–15 in Chicago. The deadline to submit a
proposal is May 26. Content must address at least one of three areas of
responsibility: learning and teaching, information access, or program
administration....

Awards
Zhou wins Equality Award

Liana Zhou, director of the library and archives at the
Kinsey Institute for Research in Sex, Gender, and
Reproduction at Indiana University in Bloomington, has
received the 2008 Equality Award. The award, donated
by Scarecrow Press, honors an individual or group who
has made an outstanding contribution toward promoting
equality in the library profession. She was selected for
her accomplishments in making the Kinsey collection more diverse and
advocating for sex education and gender equality....

Molly Raphael wins Flemming Civil Rights
Award

In this issue of Library
Technology Reports,
“Gaming and
Libraries Update,”
Jenny Levine focuses
on unique videogame
services that libraries
are implementing: “We
will hear from nine
innovators in the field,
each of whom spent
2007 taking gaming in
libraries in new
directions, providing
inspiration and
leadership.”

Ask the ALA
Librarian

Molly Raphael, director of libraries for Multnomah
County, Oregon, has been awarded the Arthur Flemming
Civil Rights Award for her efforts to increase diversity in
library employment, collections, and programming. The
award is given by the Managers of Color affinity group of
Multnomah County. Since Raphael’s arrival at the library in 2003, the
diversity of library staffing has increased by 50%....

Seen Online
Rowling calls Potter lexicon alphabetical
plagiarism

Harry Potter author J. K. Rowling flew to New York
from Edinburgh to testify April 14 in a lawsuit against
RDR Books, a small Michigan publisher, to stop the
publication of Steven Vander Ark’s Harry Potter Lexicon,
an encyclopedia based on his popular website of the
same name. Rowling argued in Federal District Court in
Manhattan that the proposed encyclopedia is a
copyright infringement and little more than an
alphabetical form of plagiarism. Vander Ark, a former school library
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Q. Are there libraries
that offer training
and support services
to ex-offenders
seeking career
opportunities, or that
provide other
employment
resources? Are there
model programs that
address these needs
in local library
systems—such as
inviting ex-offenders
in for assessment or
training in résumé
writing and
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media specialist at Byron Center (Mich.) Christian School, testified April
15 that he and his website staff members, including a teacher of Greek
and Latin and two other librarians, had compiled the lexicon as a ready
reference for Potter fans, because the books had no index or
glossary....
New York Times, Apr. 15–16

Bridgeport library budget on the chopping block

Bridgeport, Connecticut, Mayor Bill Finch’s proposed budget cuts $1.1
million, giving the city library $2.9 million, the lowest allocation since
1991, library officials have said. The library’s current budget is $4
million, and City Librarian Scott Hughes said he asked for a
conservative $5.1 million. Anything less would force massive layoffs and
closing of branches except for the one downtown, Hughes told the city
council’s Budget and Appropriations Committee April 11....
Bridgeport Connecticut Post, Apr. 14

Butterflies send a message to Charlotte County
officials

Charlotte County, Florida, library patrons are sending county leaders a
message: No more budget cuts. The Friends of the Mid-County Regional
Library presented commissioners April 8 with 2,000 letters from
residents asking for last year’s funding levels. The next day, about 80
children and adults met in the library and, following a tribal wishmaking tradition, each released a butterfly in the outdoor atrium to
demonstrate their support....
Sarasota (Fla.) Herald-Tribune, Apr. 10

Teens come to library for soap, snacks, homework
help

Youth Services Librarian Jennifer Teitelbaum knows how to bring teens
into the Spring Valley branch of the San Diego (Calif.) Public Library. A
soap-making class drew about 25 to the library, where teens could
make their snowman-shaped soap purple and smell like coffee or make
surfboard soap with a plastic spider in the center. A selection of molds,
colors, charms, and scents were offered so teens could inject some
personality into their soap....

interviewing skills,
and job referral?
A. An article recently
appeared in Public
Libraries that focuses
on this very issue:
“Public Libraries and
the Ex-Offender” (PDF
file), by Brendan
Dowling, Nov./Dec.
2007, pp. 44–48. In
addition, ALA's Office
for Literacy and
Outreach Services
(OLOS) offers a
selection of resources
on library services to
incarcerated people
and ex-offenders.
ASCLA sponsors the
Library Services to
Prisoners Forum for its
members and has
established standards
for serving the
incarcerated. See more
at the ALA Professional
Tips wiki.

@ The ALA Librarian
welcomes your
questions.

San Diego (Calif.) Union-Tribune, Apr. 10

He wrote 200,000 books, sort of

Philip M. Parker, professor of management science at INSEAD, has
generated more than 200,000 books, making him, in his own words,
“the most published author in the history of the planet.” Parker has
developed computer algorithms that collect publicly available
information on a subject—broad or obscure—and, aided by his 60 to 70
computers and six or seven programmers, he turns the results into
books-on-demand in a range of genres. Many have sales in the dozens,
often to medical libraries collecting nearly everything he produces....
New York Times, Apr. 14

Thousands of UNESCO cultural books
destroyed

For more than two decades, 250 historians and
specialists labored to produce the first six volumes of
the General History of Latin America, an exhaustive
work financed by UNESCO. Then in 2004–2005,
UNESCO paid to destroy many of those books and
nearly 100,000 others by turning them to pulp.
UNESCO Director General Koichiro Matsuura said it was
“completely incomprehensible and inappropriate” that
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Calendar
May 13–14:

National Library
Legislative Day,
Washington, D.C.

May 15–17:

Center for
Information Policy
Research, conference,
University of Wisconsin,
Milwaukee. “Thinking
Critically: Alternative
Perspectives and
Methods in Information
Studies.” Contact:
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some of the organization’s “most important and successful collections”
were ordered destroyed. Several irate African and Latin American
ambassadors said libraries and schools in their impoverished countries
would have been eager to receive comprehensive history books....
Washington Post, Apr. 12

Iraq’s ruined library soldiers on

R. H. Lossin writes: “Five years ago this week, U.S. troops stood by as
looters sacked the Iraq National Library and Archives—one of the oldest
in the world. Despite the sack of a major cultural institution and the
collapse of the society around it, the library struggles on, continuing a
long tradition of resurrection from the ashes of war. But efforts at book
donation have become ever more challenging as the security situation
worsens.”...
The Nation, Apr. 9

18 cinematic trips to the library
stacks

Joy Piedmont identifies 18 movies where
significant scenes play out in a library, from
Desk Set (1957) to Jumper (2008). In The
Mummy (1999), she writes: “We first glimpse
librarian Evelyn Carnahan (Rachel Weisz) in a
less than adventurous moment, but her
reaction after toppling several bookcases (‘oops!’) reveals her sense of
fun.”...
Entertainment Weekly, Apr. 14

Experts seek clues to book deterioration

A researcher from Strathclyde University has teamed up with the British
Library to design a method of “smelling” the chemicals given off by
decaying paper, hoping the technique will lead to an easy way to test
the health of valuable or ancient books and ensure their survival. Jim
Levicki, a postdoctorate researcher at the university’s department of
pure and applied chemistry, is working to isolate these chemical
markers of degradation—the smell of which will be familiar to anyone
who has inhaled the musty air of old bookshops....
Glasgow (U.K.) Sunday Herald, Apr. 13

South African library to reprint indigenous books

The National Library of South Africa in Pretoria will publish out-of-print
indigenous language books and has called on the public to help identify
titles. The library and the Department of Arts and Culture are
spearheading the process in a bid to reduce illiteracy and promote the
culture of reading and writing....
BuaNews, Apr. 15

Tech Talk
New Google Earth release

Google Earth 4.3 (beta) is now available for
downloading. You can download it from the
Google Earth download page. The Google Earth
website has been updated, and the User Guide
now reflects 4.3 tips. New features include
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CIPR.

May 16–21:

Medical Library
Association, Annual
Meeting, Chicago.
“Connections: Bridging
the Gaps.”

May 18–23:

Texas A&M
University, 7th Annual
Workshop on the
History of Books and
Printing, College
Station.

May 20–23:

Computers, Freedom,
and Privacy
Conference 2008,
Omni Hotel, New
Haven, Connecticut.
Contact: CFP.

May 21–24:

Canadian Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Vancouver,
British Columbia.
“Libraries and
Publishing 3.0.”

May 26–30:

Canadian Health
Libraries Association,
Annual Conference,
Halifax, Nova Scotia.
“Navigating the Seas of
Change.”

May 27–30:

International
Association for Social
Science Information
Services and
Technology, Annual
Conference, Stanford
University, California.

May 28–30:

Society for Scholarly
Publishing, Annual
Meeting, Boston.
“Empires of the Mind:
Inventing the Future of
Scholarly Publishing.”

May 30–
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day/night lighting effects, a street view layer (like Google Maps), new
and faster 3D models, new navigation gadgets and controls, and
imagery dates. Watch a video demo....
Google Earth Blog, Apr. 15

Control your Second Life avatar
with a 3D camera

Linden Labs Chair Mitch Kapor has a new
project: creating hands-free, 3D navigation
for Second Life using a 3D camera that
tracks your body geometry, allowing you to
fly around in-world in much the same way
you’d ride a Segway, by leaning back and forth. Just lift your arms
above the waist to fly....
Hands Free 3D

FixYa

Social networking meets technical support with FixYa,
a social networking site dedicated to helping people
with their computer and gadget problems. Recent solutions and
problems, as well as a plug for the top experts, can be found on the
homepage. You can search for both products and solutions, or browse
by manufacturer to find the help you need. The site also lets you
register and store all of your product warranty and support information
in one place....
Librarian in Black, Apr. 14

Updated web browsers: Which one works best?

Apple’s Safari, Microsoft’s Internet Explorer, and Mozilla’s Firefox are
battling to win the nod as your browser of choice. So which one should
you use—Safari 3.1, Firefox 3, or Internet Explorer 8? Apple’s latest
offering preserves the company’s signature focus on clean design and
smooth usability, but it lacks any phishing or malware filters. Version 3
of Firefox represents a big step forward, but IE8 remains a work in
progress....
PC World, Apr. 13

15 best freeware apps for Mac users

Here are 15 essential free applications for OS X. Keep them handy on a
CD or DVD for the next time you do a clean install—they’re that good.
For more resources, make sure to check out the Mac shareware
category. Included in the list are Quicksilver, Adium, TextWrangler,
Gimp, Azureus, GeekTool, and Burn....
Best of the Web

On the road to the Semantic Web

Dan Farber writes: “The Semantic Web has been just around the corner
for a few years. It turns out that bringing a semantic layer of metadata
to the internet is like climbing a mountain in flip-flops. On April 15,
Semantic Web mountain climbers Powerset, Radar Networks, and
Metaweb participated in a salon at Powerset’s San Francisco office,
where I talked with them about their product plans.”...
Outside the Lines, Apr. 16

Actions & Answers
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June 3:

Seminar on the
Acquisition of Latin
American Library
Materials, Annual
Meeting, New Orleans.
“Encounter,
Engagement, and
Exchange: How Native
Populations of the
Americas Transformed
the World.”

June 1–6:

Association of
Caribbean University,
Research, and
Institutional
Libraries, Rose Hall
Resort, Jamaica. “The
E-Librarian: Innovation,
Ideas, and Inspiration.”

@
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The EPA seeks your comments

The Environmental Protection Agency has launched a National Dialogue
on Access to Environmental Information, a project that will help the
agency develop a strategy to improve access to its diverse body of
environmental information. Through June, EPA is inviting comments on
its public discussion board or via email. This is a wonderful opportunity
for users of EPA materials to make sure the agency knows what kinds
of environmental information you need today and in the future....
Environmental Protection Agency, Apr. 11

Last call for Connecting to
Collections Bookshelf

Museums, libraries, and archives are
encouraged to fill out the simple online form
to apply for the IMLS Connecting to
Collections Bookshelf. The Institute of Museum
and Library Services plans to distribute the bookshelf to institutions in
each of the nation’s 435 congressional districts. It includes an essential
set of books, online resources, and a user’s guide that can profoundly
impact the ability of small libraries and museums to care for their
collections. The deadline is April 30....
Institute of Museum and Library Services, Apr. 14

Library card application forms in 15 languages

The Connecticut State Library has translated library card application
forms into 15 languages and is making them available for libraries to
use. Each translation is in both Word and PDF format so that libraries
can copy and paste needed fields into their local forms. Languages
include Albanian, Arabic, Bosnian, Chinese, Hindi, Korean, Urdu, and
Vietnamese....
WebJunction Connecticut

Inside the Guantanamo library

Detainees at Joint Task Force Guantanamo
have a minimum of two hours of recreation
time per day, which can include library
privileges. Navy PO2 Nat Moger writes:
“Detainees have access to a library of more
than 6,000 items, from books and magazines
to DVDs and CDs. Managing this is a
dedicated librarian, known as ‘Julie.’ Like every job at the JTF, this one
is more complicated than it looks. ‘I don’t know if this is a result of our
English program, but our dual-language books have been popular lately,
and for the most part they’re romances,’ said Julie.”...
Joint Task Force Guantanamo, Apr. 8

A Gathering of Readers

An online celebration of indigenous children’s reading and culture, A
Gathering of Readers, is taking place during National Library Week.
Some 30 schools that serve Native children around the world are
participating. The website suggests activities for kids and teens,
information on indigenous authors, and background on how schools
promote reading and culture....
School of Information, University of Texas at Austin

LC and History join forces

The Library of Congress and History (formerly The History Channel)
have joined forces to create a multimedia partnership to showcase the
library’s collections to the vast audience of the History brands, including
the History channel, history.com, and other television properties. The
partnership will also bring historical content to more than 200,000
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teachers across the country who use the channel’s branded educational
materials....
Library of Congress, Apr. 14

ABC-CLIO History Connections resource
books

History teachers can take advantage of events in 2008
with two new resource books from ABC-CLIO.
Developed by leading historians and educators, History
Connections: The Presidential Election (right) and
History Connections: The Olympics offer teachers
complete classroom-ready thematic units for engaging
students in thinking critically about the context and
content of the historical events that are unfolding in
their own lives....
ABC-CLIO, Apr. 15

ARBAonline free during NLW

Libraries Unlimited is providing free access to ARBAonline during
National Library Week, April 13–19. Derived from the trusted reference
standard American Reference Books Annual, ARBAonline features
18,000+ reviews of reference works published since 1997. You will be
asked to register, then simply click the product title from the title list.
For subsequent visits during the week, just enter your email address.

Cornell and Duke to enhance Project
Euclid

Cornell University Library and Duke University
Press have established a joint venture to expand and enhance the
services of Project Euclid, an online information community for
mathematics and statistics resources from independent publishers.
Starting in July, Duke will work to broaden and deepen Project Euclid’s
subscriber base, and Cornell will continue to support the IT
infrastructure and assume responsibility for archiving and preservation
activities....
Cornell University Library, Apr. 14

Band names for librarians

If you were in a band with a bunch of other
librarians, what would you call it? Would you
refer to your profession in the title? Tyler
Rousseau started off with: “Personally, if I
were to be in a rock band with fellow
librarians, I would go with The Dewey Decibel
System. If it were an alternative band, I
think I would favor Mending Potter’s Spine.” Other commenters chimed
in, including a real librarian band called The Bearded Pigs (above)....
Library Garden, Apr. 14

The Empty Pockets library PSA

Australian comedy duo Empty Pockets
(Matt Parkinson and Matthew
Quartermaine) from the TV series The Big
Gig (1989–1991) engage in wild slapstick
to plug the public library in this video
(1:25): “Come on down to the public
library; it’s the hippest club in town.”...
YouTube, Apr. 11
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Librarians&#8217; outcry returns &#8220;abortion&#8221; to federal health
database
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/april2008/pop
linerestoresabortionsearchterm.cfm]
The March 31 discovery by an academic librarian that the administrator of
the reproductive-health database Popline (Population Information Online)
had placed the search word &ldquo;abortion&rdquo; on its stop list, or
file of blocked terms, has led to the dean of Johns Hopkins
University&rsquo;s Bloomberg School of Public Health reversing the
decision a scant five days later. Administered by JHU, Popline is funded
by the U.S. Agency for International Development and contains more than
360,000 items about family planning and sexually transmitted disease.
However, federal laws prohibit the use of federal funds for abortion
advocacy....
Family challenges two books over n-word
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/april2008/lan
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dstargazerchallengedovernword.cfm]
The parents of an 11-year-old student at the Hillsborough County (Fla.)
School District&rsquo;s Turner Elementary School in New Tampa announced
in mid-March that they would seek the removal of two media-center novels
that contain the n-word: The Land by Mildred Taylor and The Starplace by
Vicki Grove. &ldquo;I want them pulled,&rdquo; said Darryl Brown, a
doctoral student in education at the University of South Florida....
University library donors default, sue
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/april2008/bon
aventuredonorssue.cfm]
Paul and Irene Bogoni, who had pledged $2 million for an addition to
Friedsam Memorial Library at St. Bonaventure (N.Y.) University, have said
that they will not pay the final $900,000 of their gift, and have filed a
suit in State Supreme Court in New York County claiming that the
university is not meeting the terms of the donation and demanding that
the school either provide full accounting of the gift or return the
money....
Jacobs to lead Gates Global Libraries initiative
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/april2008/jac
obstogatesfoundation.cfm]
Seattle City Librarian Deborah L. Jacobs, who oversaw the opening of the
city&rsquo;s acclaimed Rem Koolhaas&ndash;designed main library, is
stepping down July 2 to become deputy director for global libraries at
the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. She will begin at the Gates
foundation on August 10....
===========================================================================
[http://www.aaslh.org/Bookshelf/]
===========================================================================
ALA News
===========================================================================
2008 State of America&#8217;s Libraries report
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/2008statereport.cfm]
Libraries of all kinds continue to be engines of learning, literacy, and
economic development in communities nationwide. Americans are acting on
their conviction that school library media centers are a key element in
delivering the kind of education the next generation needs in order to
succeed in a global society, and public libraries are redoubling their
efforts to serve linguistically isolated communities. These are among the
findings detailed in the 2008 State of America&#8217;s Libraries report,
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pio/presscentera/piopresskits/2008statereport/2008s
tatehome.cfm] released as part of National Library Week. Watch a video
[http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dqBGNpqneeU] (7:58) of President Loriene
Roy (above) and Executive Director Keith Michael Fiels discussing the
state of America’s libraries....
ALA to unveil new website at Annual Conference
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[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/webredesign.cfm]
After an exhaustive analysis of member concerns, ALA will unveil a
user-centered redesign of its website that promises to be better
organized and easier to navigate. Users will get to see the revamped site
during Annual Conference in Anaheim, California. The information
architecture of the site has been completely revised based on user input
from focus groups, one-on-one interviews, expert review, hands-on
usability tests, online surveys, and guided walk-throughs....
It&#8217;s National Library Week number 50!
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/natlibweek.cfm]
National Library Week, April 13–19, celebrates its 50th anniversary with
the theme &ldquo;Join the circle of knowledge @ your library.&rdquo; This
year&rsquo;s honorary chair is the beloved entertainer Julie Andrews,
known for her roles in such classic movies as The Sound of Music and Mary
Poppins and as the author of such books as Thanks to You&mdash;Wisdom
from Mother and Child....
Julie Andrews kicks off NLW in Los Angeles
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/andrewsnlwkickoff.cfm]
Author and actress Julie Andrews kicked off National Library Week
celebrations at the ArcLight Cinema in Hollywood April 12 during an event
with the Los Angeles-based Wonder of Reading, a nonprofit organization
that renovates and stocks Los Angeles public elementary school libraries.
Joining her on stage were Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa and Dick
Cook, chairman of the Walt Disney Studios....
NLW on ALA Island
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/secondlifeNLW.cfm]
As part of National Library Week, ALA has launched &ldquo;Version
2&rdquo; of its campus in Second Life. On April 15, Oberon Octagon (aka
Donavan Vicha in ITTS) held court at Salon Huron to answer questions
about ALA Island, its new design, its focus, and what virtual librarians
and virtual members of ALA should know about Second Life. During the
hour-long get-together, he presented those who designed and built the
island with virtual certificates of appreciation. And later, in
celebration of National Library Workers Day, Kay Tairov (aka Tina
Coleman, ALA member specialist) provided participants an opportunity to
stretch their avatar and experience the ancient benefits of Tai Chi
(above)....
Gaming @ your library on April 18
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/nlwgaming08.cfm]
Hundreds of libraries throughout the country will attract new users by
hosting gaming programs and events on April 18 in celebration of gaming @
your library, taking place during National Library Week. Public libraries
are holding video tournaments and creating gaming clubs, bringing in
gaming equipment and video screens, and providing a social experience not
found elsewhere in the community. Check out the debut of Scott
Nicholson’s Gaming in Libraries
[http://gaming.ala.org/news/2008/04/15/debut-of-games-in-libraries-podcast/
] podcast series, and read Jenny Levine’s take on how gaming promotes
reading
[http://theshiftedlibrarian.com/archives/2008/04/15/does-gaming-promote-rea
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ding.html]....
Chicago recognizes library workers
Cook County (Ill.) Treasurer Maria Pappas (right) presented ALA–Allied
Professional Association Director Jenifer Grady with a certificate April
15 in honor of National Library Workers Day.
[http://ala-apa.org/about/nlwd.html] Grady was recognized for her efforts
to honor all library workers and to encourage communities to recognize
the valuable contributions made by all library workers.
Join the circle of wellness @ your library
[http://www.ischool.utexas.edu/~loriene/wellness/home.html]
On this website—rolled out for National Library Workers Day, April 15, by
ALA President Loriene Roy and her former LIS student Henry Stokes—you can
read inspiring stories about workplace wellness written by librarians and
find out about online wellness resources. Special tools include a
Workplace Wellness Inventory and a Wellness Passport....
School of Information, University of Texas at Austin, Apr. 15
Rettig to host advocacy planning session
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/rettigplansession.cfm]
ALA President-elect Jim Rettig is seeking member input to help plan his
advocacy initiative on June 28, 1:30–3:30 p.m., at the ALA 2008 Annual
Conference in Anaheim. The session, entitled &ldquo;Advocating for All
Libraries: Saving the Library Ecosystem,&rdquo; will focus on the need
for the library community to broaden its advocacy efforts. Respond
[mailto:rsvp@ala.org] by June 9 if you are interested in attending this
planning session....
David Macaulay&#8217;s Arbuthnot Lecture
[http://www.scls.info/arbuthnot08/]
If you are unable to come to Madison, Wisconsin, to hear author and
illustrator David Macaulay present the 2008 May Hill Arbuthnot Honor
Lecture at 7–8 p.m. Central time, April 17, you can view a live video
feed of the lecture (see the right-hand column of the website under
“Information”). An archived version will be saved at the same site....
South Central Library System, Madison, Wis.
Hats off to the ALA staff
[http://discuss.ala.org/marginalia/2008/04/11/hats-off-to-alas-staff/]
On April 11, President Loriene Roy and Executive Director Keith Michael
Fiels presented 33 ALA staff members with certificates and gifts for
service of 5, 10, and up to 40 years of service. Even though the largest
number of people have 5 or 10 years of service, the average for this
group is just about 15 years. But that&rsquo;s because there are three
with 40 years: Neida de la Torre (Member and Customer Service), Lois-Ann
Gregory-Wood (support for ALA Council), and Bob Hershman (Publishing
operations manager)....
ALA Marginalia, Apr. 11

AL Focus
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===========================================================================
National Library Week video: Monkey Wars
[http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/national-library-week-monkey-wars]
Imagine that there was a movie at your local multiplex called Monkey
Wars: Part 6. Sounds like the greatest movie ever, right? But what would
you do if you had not seen Parts 1 through 5? One solution is suggested
in this celebration of National Library Week (April 13–19). Hint:
Americans go to school, public, and academic libraries 50% more than they
go to the movies. Starring Chicago comedian Shad Kunkle and shot in part
at Morton College Library in Cicero, Illinois....
National Library Week video: College reference desk
[http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/national-library-week-college-reference-desk
]
“Can athlete’s foot catch on fire?” “Do you guys need any tutors for
football?” “Do you have anything to eat?” These and other urgent academic
library reference questions are answered in this final National Library
Week (April 13–19) homage to the 72.8-million reference questions
answered by academic librarians each year—that’s almost twice the
attendance at college football games. Shot at Morton College Library in
Cicero, Illinois, and starring Shad Kunkle, who grew up in Iowa, which
gives him every right to wear that sweatshirt....

Featured review: Books for youth
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=2606994]
Franklin, Ariana. The Serpent’s Tale. Read by Kate Reading. Feb. 2008. 12
hr. Books on Tape, CD (978-1-4159-4725-8).
When King Henry II&rsquo;s mistress, Rosamund Clifford, is poisoned,
Eleanor of Aquitaine, the king&rsquo;s estranged queen, is blamed. The
country braces for civil war. The king summons Rowley Picot, the bishop
of St. Albans, whose former lover and respected ally Adelia Aguilar (the
mistress of the art of death) is called upon to help find the killer.
Series fans who enjoyed Rosalyn Landor&rsquo;s reading of Mistress of the
Art of Death (2007), the first book in this series (also available from
Books on Tape), will be pleased to discover that Reading&rsquo;s
performance is every bit as good. Her characterizations are vivid, and
her light British accent is easy on American ears....
@ Visit Booklist Online [http://www.booklistonline.com] for other reviews
and much more....

Anaheim Update
===========================================================================
Libraries Build Communities in Anaheim
[http://www.ala.org/ala/cro/projectsandactivities/librariesbuildcommunities
.cfm]
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ALA member-volunteers, through this day-long service project, continue to
assist schools, libraries, and the local community in cities where ALA
meets for Annual Conferences. Libraries Build Communities makes a huge
difference to schools and libraries drastically affected by cuts in staff
and budgets. Volunteer to help on Friday, June 27, by registering ($10
fee is contributed to local library funds). Participants choose from
available projects and are provided with lunch and a T-shirt....
Other volunteer opportunities
[http://wikis.ala.org/annual2008/index.php/Volunteer_Opportunities]
There are many other opportunities for volunteering at Annual Conference:
local committee booth, silent auction, and Scholarship Bash, for example.
These are organized by the local committee, which is headquartered in the
Anaheim Public Library. You don’t have to work there to help; all
librarians are welcome. You should be an ALA member, so make sure your
membership is up to date. Contact Carol Stone
[mailto:cstone@anaheim.net], director of the Anaheim Public Library and
chair of the committee, who can direct you to the appropriate volunteer
chair....
Annual Conference wiki
===========================================================================
[http://www.tutor.com/evaluate]
===========================================================================
Division News
===========================================================================
Digital preservation defined
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/digitalpreserve.cfm]
The ALCTS Preservation and Reformatting Section has prepared a definition
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alcts/newslinks/digipres/index.cfm] of digital
preservation. Growing out of a conversation held at the Digital
Preservation Discussion Group at the 2007 ALA Midwinter Meeting, the
definition was developed to promote an understanding of digital
preservation within the library community, as well as among our allied
professions and the user communities we exist to serve....
Become an ALA representative to IFLA
[http://www.acrl.ala.org/acrlinsider/2008/04/14/become-an-ala-representativ
e-to-ifla/]
ACRL invites applicants to serve as ALA representatives to standing
committees of the International Federation of Library Associations and
Institutions for the term 2009–2013. There is currently one vacancy each
in the following IFLA committees: Art Libraries, Information Literacy,
Rare Books and Manuscripts, Science and Technology Libraries, Social
Science Libraries, and University Libraries/General Research Libraries....
ACRL Insider, Apr. 14
AASL seeks presenter proposals for 2009
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/aaslpresenter.cfm]
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AASL is seeking presenter proposals for the 2009 ALA Annual Conference,
to be held July 9–15 in Chicago. The deadline to submit a proposal is May
26. Content must address at least one of three areas of responsibility:
learning and teaching, information access, or program administration....

Awards
===========================================================================
Zhou wins Equality Award
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/zhou.cfm]
Liana Zhou, director of the library and archives at the Kinsey Institute
for Research in Sex, Gender, and Reproduction at Indiana University in
Bloomington, has received the 2008 Equality Award. The award, donated by
Scarecrow Press, honors an individual or group who has made an
outstanding contribution toward promoting equality in the library
profession. She was selected for her accomplishments in making the Kinsey
collection more diverse and advocating for sex education and gender
equality....
Molly Raphael wins Flemming Civil Rights Award
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/raphaelcivilrights.cfm]
Molly Raphael, director of libraries for Multnomah County, Oregon, has
been awarded the Arthur Flemming Civil Rights Award for her efforts to
increase diversity in library employment, collections, and programming.
The award is given by the Managers of Color affinity group of Multnomah
County. Since Raphael’s arrival at the library in 2003, the diversity of
library staffing has increased by 50%....
===========================================================================
[http://www.tech-logic.com/]
===========================================================================
Seen Online
===========================================================================
Rowling calls Potter lexicon alphabetical plagiarism
[http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/15/nyregion/15rowling.html]
Harry Potter author J. K. Rowling flew to New York from Edinburgh to
testify April 14 in a lawsuit against RDR Books, a small Michigan
publisher, to stop the publication of Steven Vander Ark&rsquo;s Harry
Potter Lexicon, an encyclopedia based on his popular website of the same
name. Rowling argued in Federal District Court in Manhattan that the
proposed encyclopedia is a copyright infringement and little more than an
alphabetical form of plagiarism. Vander Ark, a former school library
media specialist at Byron Center (Mich.) Christian School, testified
[http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/16/nyregion/16potter.html] April 15 that
he and his website staff members, including a teacher of Greek and Latin
and two other librarians, had compiled the lexicon as a ready reference
for Potter fans, because the books had no index or glossary....
New York Times, Apr. 15–16
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Bridgeport library budget on the chopping block
[http://www.connpost.com//ci_8915072?IADID]
Bridgeport, Connecticut, Mayor Bill Finch’s proposed budget cuts $1.1
million, giving the city library $2.9 million, the lowest allocation
since 1991, library officials have said. The library’s current budget is
$4 million, and City Librarian Scott Hughes said he asked for a
conservative $5.1 million. Anything less would force massive layoffs and
closing of branches except for the one downtown, Hughes told the city
council’s Budget and Appropriations Committee April 11....
Bridgeport Connecticut Post, Apr. 14
Butterflies send a message to Charlotte County officials
[http://www.heraldtribune.com/article/20080410/NEWS/804100574/1661]
Charlotte County, Florida, library patrons are sending county leaders a
message: No more budget cuts. The Friends of the Mid-County Regional
Library presented commissioners April 8 with 2,000 letters from residents
asking for last year’s funding levels. The next day, about 80 children
and adults met in the library and, following a tribal wish-making
tradition, each released a butterfly in the outdoor atrium to demonstrate
their support....
Sarasota (Fla.) Herald-Tribune, Apr. 10
Teens come to library for soap, snacks, homework help
[http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/metro/20080410-9999-1ez10soap.html]
Youth Services Librarian Jennifer Teitelbaum knows how to bring teens
into the Spring Valley branch of the San Diego (Calif.) Public Library. A
soap-making class drew about 25 to the library, where teens could make
their snowman-shaped soap purple and smell like coffee or make surfboard
soap with a plastic spider in the center. A selection of molds, colors,
charms, and scents were offered so teens could inject some personality
into their soap....
San Diego (Calif.) Union-Tribune, Apr. 10
He wrote 200,000 books, sort of
[http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/14/business/media/14link.html]
Philip M. Parker, professor of management science at INSEAD, has
generated more than 200,000 books, making him, in his own words,
&ldquo;the most published author in the history of the planet.&rdquo;
Parker has developed computer algorithms that collect publicly available
information on a subject&mdash;broad or obscure&mdash;and, aided by his
60 to 70 computers and six or seven programmers, he turns the results
into books-on-demand in a range of genres. Many have sales in the dozens,
often to medical libraries collecting nearly everything he produces....
New York Times, Apr. 14
Thousands of UNESCO cultural books destroyed
[http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/04/12/AR20080412
01973.html?hpid=sec-world]
For more than two decades, 250 historians and specialists labored to
produce the first six volumes of the General History of Latin America, an
exhaustive work financed by UNESCO. Then in 2004–2005, UNESCO paid to
destroy many of those books and nearly 100,000 others by turning them to
pulp. UNESCO Director General Koichiro Matsuura said it was “completely
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incomprehensible and inappropriate” that some of the organization’s “most
important and successful collections” were ordered destroyed. Several
irate African and Latin American ambassadors said libraries and schools
in their impoverished countries would have been eager to receive
comprehensive history books....
Washington Post, Apr. 12
Iraq&#8217;s ruined library soldiers on
[http://www.thenation.com/doc/20080421/lossin]
R. H. Lossin writes: “Five years ago this week, U.S. troops stood by as
looters sacked the Iraq National Library and Archives—one of the oldest
in the world. Despite the sack of a major cultural institution and the
collapse of the society around it, the library struggles on, continuing a
long tradition of resurrection from the ashes of war. But efforts at book
donation have become ever more challenging as the security situation
worsens.”...
The Nation, Apr. 9
18 cinematic trips to the library stacks
[http://www.ew.com/ew/gallery/0,,20190897,00.html]
Joy Piedmont identifies 18 movies where significant scenes play out in a
library, from Desk Set (1957) to Jumper (2008). In The Mummy (1999), she
writes: “We first glimpse librarian Evelyn Carnahan (Rachel Weisz) in a
less than adventurous moment, but her reaction after toppling several
bookcases (‘oops!’) reveals her sense of fun.”...
Entertainment Weekly, Apr. 14
Experts seek clues to book deterioration
[http://www.sundayherald.com/news/heraldnews/display.var.2192942.0.experts_
seek_cure_for_books.php]
A researcher from Strathclyde University has teamed up with the British
Library to design a method of “smelling” the chemicals given off by
decaying paper, hoping the technique will lead to an easy way to test the
health of valuable or ancient books and ensure their survival. Jim
Levicki, a postdoctorate researcher at the university’s department of
pure and applied chemistry, is working to isolate these chemical markers
of degradation—the smell of which will be familiar to anyone who has
inhaled the musty air of old bookshops....
Glasgow (U.K.) Sunday Herald, Apr. 13
South African library to reprint indigenous books
[http://allafrica.com/stories/200804150703.html]
The National Library of South Africa in Pretoria will publish
out-of-print indigenous language books and has called on the public to
help identify titles. The library and the Department of Arts and Culture
are spearheading the process in a bid to reduce illiteracy and promote
the culture of reading and writing....
BuaNews, Apr. 15
===========================================================================
[http://www.queenslibrary.org/jobs]
===========================================================================
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Tech Talk
===========================================================================
New Google Earth release
[http://www.gearthblog.com/blog/archives/2008/04/google_earth_43_first_impr
essions_a.html]
Google Earth 4.3 (beta) is now available for downloading. You can
download it from the Google Earth download page
[http://earth.google.com/download-earth.html]. The Google Earth website
[http://earth.google.com] has been updated, and the User Guide
[http://earth.google.com/intl/en/userguide/v4/] now reflects 4.3 tips.
New features include day/night lighting effects, a street view layer
(like Google Maps), new and faster 3D models, new navigation gadgets and
controls, and imagery dates. Watch a video demo....
Google Earth Blog, Apr. 15
Control your Second Life avatar with a 3D camera
[http://www.handsfree3d.com/]
Linden Labs Chair Mitch Kapor has a new project: creating hands-free, 3D
navigation for Second Life using a 3D camera that tracks your body
geometry, allowing you to fly around in-world in much the same way you’d
ride a Segway, by leaning back and forth. Just lift your arms above the
waist to fly....
Hands Free 3D
FixYa
[http://librarianinblack.typepad.com/librarianinblack/2008/04/fixya.html]
Social networking meets technical support with FixYa
[http://www.fixya.com/], a social networking site dedicated to helping
people with their computer and gadget problems. Recent solutions and
problems, as well as a plug for the top experts, can be found on the
homepage. You can search for both products and solutions, or browse by
manufacturer to find the help you need. The site also lets you register
and store all of your product warranty and support information in one
place....
Librarian in Black, Apr. 14
Updated web browsers: Which one works best?
[http://www.pcworld.com/article/id,144338/article.html]
Apple’s Safari, Microsoft’s Internet Explorer, and Mozilla’s Firefox are
battling to win the nod as your browser of choice. So which one should
you use—Safari 3.1, Firefox 3, or Internet Explorer 8? Apple’s latest
offering [http://www.macworld.com/article/132708/2008/03/safari31.html]
preserves the company’s signature focus on clean design and smooth
usability, but it lacks any phishing or malware filters. Version 3 of
Firefox [http://www.pcworld.com/article/id,144093/article.html]
represents a big step forward, but IE8
[http://www.pcworld.com/article/id,143155-pg,1/article.html] remains a
work in progress....
PC World, Apr. 13
15 best freeware apps for Mac users
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[http://botw.org/articles/mac-freeware-apps.htm]
Here are 15 essential free applications for OS X. Keep them handy on a CD
or DVD for the next time you do a clean install&mdash;they&rsquo;re that
good. For more resources, make sure to check out the Mac shareware
[http://botw.org/top/Computers/Software/Shareware/Macintosh/] category.
Included in the list are Quicksilver, Adium, TextWrangler, Gimp, Azureus,
GeekTool, and Burn....
Best of the Web
On the road to the Semantic Web
[http://www.news.com/8301-13953_3-9919917-80.html]
Dan Farber writes: “The Semantic Web has been just around the corner for
a few years. It turns out that bringing a semantic layer of metadata to
the internet is like climbing a mountain in flip-flops. On April 15,
Semantic Web mountain climbers Powerset, Radar Networks, and Metaweb
participated in a salon at Powerset’s San Francisco office, where I
talked with them about their product plans.”...
Outside the Lines, Apr. 16
===========================================================================
[http://americanlibrariesbuyersguide.com]
===========================================================================
Actions & Answers
===========================================================================
The EPA seeks your comments [http://epa.gov/nationaldialogue/about.html]
The Environmental Protection Agency has launched a National Dialogue on
Access to Environmental Information, a project that will help the agency
develop a strategy to improve access to its diverse body of environmental
information. Through June, EPA is inviting comments on its public
discussion board
[https://yosemite.epa.gov/oei/Natdialogue.nsf/By+Category?OpenView&Start=1&
Count=30&Expand=1#1] or via email
[http://epa.gov/nationaldialogue/contact.html]. This is a wonderful
opportunity for users of EPA materials to make sure the agency knows what
kinds of environmental information you need today and in the future....
Environmental Protection Agency, Apr. 11
Last call for Connecting to Collections Bookshelf
[http://www.imls.gov/news/2008/041408.shtm]
Museums, libraries, and archives are encouraged to fill out the simple
online form to apply for the IMLS Connecting to Collections Bookshelf.
The Institute of Museum and Library Services plans to distribute the
bookshelf to institutions in each of the nation&rsquo;s 435 congressional
districts. It includes an essential set of books, online resources, and a
user&rsquo;s guide that can profoundly impact the ability of small
libraries and museums to care for their collections. The deadline is
April 30....
Institute of Museum and Library Services, Apr. 14
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Library card application forms in 15 languages
[http://ct.webjunction.org/do/DisplayContent?id=19934]
The Connecticut State Library has translated library card application
forms into 15 languages and is making them available for libraries to
use. Each translation is in both Word and PDF format so that libraries
can copy and paste needed fields into their local forms. Languages
include Albanian, Arabic, Bosnian, Chinese, Hindi, Korean, Urdu, and
Vietnamese....
WebJunction Connecticut
Inside the Guantanamo library
[http://www.jtfgtmo.southcom.mil/storyarchive/2008/08Aprstories/041008-deta
inee.html]
Detainees at Joint Task Force Guantanamo have a minimum of two hours of
recreation time per day, which can include library privileges. Navy PO2
Nat Moger writes: “Detainees have access to a library of more than 6,000
items, from books and magazines to DVDs and CDs. Managing this is a
dedicated librarian, known as ‘Julie.’ Like every job at the JTF, this
one is more complicated than it looks. ‘I don&rsquo;t know if this is a
result of our English program, but our dual-language books have been
popular lately, and for the most part they&rsquo;re romances,’ said
Julie.”...
Joint Task Force Guantanamo, Apr. 8
A Gathering of Readers
[http://www.ischool.utexas.edu/~gathread/index.html]
An online celebration of indigenous children’s reading and culture, A
Gathering of Readers, is taking place during National Library Week. Some
30 schools that serve Native children around the world are participating.
The website suggests activities for kids and teens, information on
indigenous authors, and background on how schools promote reading and
culture....
School of Information, University of Texas at Austin
LC and History join forces [http://www.loc.gov/today/pr/2008/08-075.html]
The Library of Congress and History (formerly The History Channel) have
joined forces to create a multimedia partnership to showcase the
library&rsquo;s collections to the vast audience of the History brands,
including the History channel, history.com, and other television
properties. The partnership will also bring historical content to more
than 200,000 teachers across the country who use the channel&rsquo;s
branded educational materials....
Library of Congress, Apr. 14
ABC-CLIO History Connections resource books
[http://www.abc-clio.com/publishing/pressview.aspx?contentid=100336]
History teachers can take advantage of events in 2008 with two new
resource books from ABC-CLIO. Developed by leading historians and
educators, History Connections: The Presidential Election (right) and
History Connections: The Olympics offer teachers complete classroom-ready
thematic units for engaging students in thinking critically about the
context and content of the historical events that are unfolding in their
own lives....
ABC-CLIO, Apr. 15
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/april/041608.txt[7/17/2014 1:28:20 PM]

ARBAonline free during NLW [http://libraryweek.greenwood.com/reflib/]
Libraries Unlimited is providing free access to ARBAonline during
National Library Week, April 13–19. Derived from the trusted reference
standard American Reference Books Annual, ARBAonline features 18,000+
reviews of reference works published since 1997. You will be asked to
register, then simply click the product title from the title list. For
subsequent visits during the week, just enter your email address.
Cornell and Duke to enhance Project Euclid
[http://communications.library.cornell.edu/com/news/PressReleases/Cornell-U
niversity-Library-and-Duke-University-Press-Announce-Partnership.cfm]
Cornell University Library and Duke University Press have established a
joint venture to expand and enhance the services of Project Euclid, an
online information community for mathematics and statistics resources
from independent publishers. Starting in July, Duke will work to broaden
and deepen Project Euclid&rsquo;s subscriber base, and Cornell will
continue to support the IT infrastructure and assume responsibility for
archiving and preservation activities....
Cornell University Library, Apr. 14
Band names for librarians
[http://librarygarden.blogspot.com/2008/04/friday-fun-best-band-name-for.ht
ml]
If you were in a band with a bunch of other librarians, what would you
call it? Would you refer to your profession in the title? Tyler Rousseau
started off with: “Personally, if I were to be in a rock band with fellow
librarians, I would go with The Dewey Decibel System. If it were an
alternative band, I think I would favor Mending Potter’s Spine.” Other
commenters chimed in, including a real librarian band called The Bearded
Pigs [http://www.beardedpigs.org/] (above)....
Library Garden, Apr. 14
The Empty Pockets library PSA [http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I6KbCe6yRjI]
Australian comedy duo Empty Pockets (Matt Parkinson and Matthew
Quartermaine) from the TV series The Big Gig (1989–1991) engage in wild
slapstick to plug the public library in this video (1:25): “Come on down
to the public library; it’s the hippest club in town.”...
YouTube, Apr. 11
[http://www.rittenhouse.com/]
===========================================================================
[http://www.preparetraining.com/landing/08ptpadsaz800.asp?gad=CNn6wfwEEgjyT
OWH04yvSBitg-X-AyD54aQ6]
===========================================================================
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/annual/2008a/geninfo.htm]
ALA Annual Conference
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/annual/2008a/home.htm] in
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Anaheim, California, June 26–July 2. Preliminary program information and
descriptions
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/annual/2008a/programs.cfm]
are available.
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog&_pn=product_detai
l&_op=2506]
When Duck gets tired of working for Farmer Brown, his political ambition
eventually leads to his being elected president. Illustrate the
importance of voting with this colorful poster and bookmark from Betsy
Lewin and Doreen Cronin&rsquo;s beloved book Duck for President
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog&_pn=product_detai
l&_op=2506].
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog&_pn=product_detai
l&_op=2506] This is a great tool to teach youngsters about the election
process. NEW! From ALA Graphics.
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Mark your calendars: There is less than a month remaining until National
Library Legislative Day,
[http://www.ala.org/ala/washoff/washevents/nlld/nlld2008.cfm?CFID=7416471&C
FTOKEN=cf6f3918fe8dd9c2-913510CF-CAE6-8294-DC7F29E0B04A0CC8] May 13–14.
Each year, hundreds of library supporters come to Washington to talk with
their members of Congress about the needs of their libraries. NLLD is a
two-day event featuring advocacy and issue training sessions, talks from
Capitol Hill insiders, and a visit to Congressional member offices on
Capitol Hill.
Career Leads from
[http://joblist.ala.org/]
Library Development Bureau Head,
[http://joblist.ala.org/modules/jobseeker/controller.cfm?scr=jobdetail&jobi
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/april/041608.txt[7/17/2014 1:28:20 PM]

d=10133] New Mexico State Library, Santa Fe, oversees the work of staff
as they provide consulting in best management and librarianship
practices, administer the Librarian Certification exam, manage and
promote the summer reading program for children, assure that tribal and
public libraries meet requirements for the annual distribution of state
aid funding, and provide technical support and training for computer and
network technologies....
@ More jobs [http://joblist.ala.org/]...
[http://www.ala.org/ala/ourassociation/governanceofficeb/electioninfo/elect
ion2008.cfm]
As of April 15, 13,262 (more than 22% of eligible voters) have voted in
the ALA election, including 12,045 who voted online and 1,217 who voted
with a paper ballot.
The final reminder will go out on Monday, April 21, to those voting
on the Web. If you have parked a ballot (spent some time reviewing
candidates, started marking your ballot and then needed to do other
things) it’s time to unpark. Parked ballots have not been cast. Polls
close April 24.
Digital Library of the Week
[http://cdm.lib.udel.edu/cdm4/item_viewer.php?CISOROOT=/dpc&CISOPTR=524&REC
=10]
The University of Delaware Postcard Collection
[http://fletcher.lib.udel.edu/collections/dpc/index.htm] consists of more
than 2,000 postcards of Delaware and nearby areas. The postcards date
mainly from the end of the 19th to the mid-20th century. Most of the
cards in the collection were commercially produced and represent
well-known Delaware buildings, monuments, and views, such as the State
Capitol in Dover, Wilmington&rsquo;s downtown buildings and historic
structures, and Rehoboth&rsquo;s beaches and boardwalks. A number of the
cards, though, document small-town life in Delaware, including street
scenes and domestic buildings. The collection also contains images of
places outside the state, most notably Longwood Gardens in nearby Kennett
Square, Pennsylvania. Some of these images may not exist in any other
format. The captions and written messages on the back of the cards
contain a wealth of information about the image on the front and can
illuminate many attitudes and interests of the past.
Do you know of a digital library collection that we can mention in this
AL Direct feature? Tell us about it. [mailto:aldirect@ala.org]

Public Perception
How the World
Sees Us
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/april/041608.txt[7/17/2014 1:28:20 PM]

“Had I the power, I would scatter libraries over the whole land, as the
sower sows his wheat-field.”
?American educator Horace Mann. quoted in James Jesse Burns, Educational
History of Ohio (Columbus, O.: Historical Publishing, 1905), p. 425.

[https://publications.techsource.ala.org/bookstore/displayItem.pl?itemID=26
18]
In this issue of Library Technology Reports, “Gaming and Libraries
Update, [http://www.techsource.ala.org/pr/gaming-and-libraries-update-by-je
nny-levine.html]” Jenny Levine focuses on unique videogame services that
libraries are implementing: “We will hear from nine innovators in the
field, each of whom spent 2007 taking gaming in libraries in new
directions, providing inspiration and leadership.&rdquo;

Ask the ALA Librarian

Q. Are there libraries that offer training and support services to
ex-offenders seeking career opportunities, or that provide other
employment resources? Are there model programs that address these needs
in local library systems—such as inviting ex-offenders in for assessment
or training in résumé writing and interviewing skills, and job referral?
A. An article recently appeared in Public Libraries that focuses on this
very issue: “Public Libraries and the Ex-Offender” (PDF file
[http://www.pla.org/ala/pla/plapubs/publiclibraries/pl_46n6.pdf]), by
Brendan Dowling, Nov./Dec. 2007, pp. 44–48. In addition, ALA's Office for
Literacy and Outreach Services (OLOS) offers a selection
[http://www.ala.org/ala/olos/outreachresource/servicesincarcerated.cfm]
of resources on library services to incarcerated people
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Prison_Libraries] and
ex-offenders. ASCLA sponsors the Library Services to Prisoners Forum
[http://www.ala.org/ala/ascla/asclaourassoc/asclasections/lssps/lspf/lspf.c
fm] for its members and has established standards for serving the
incarcerated
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Prison_Libraries]. See
more at the ALA Professional Tips wiki.
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Public_Library_Services_to
_Ex-Offenders]
@ The ALA Librarian [mailto:AskTheLibrarian@ala.org] welcomes your
questions.
[http://blog.booklistonline.com/] [http://blog.booklistonline.com/]
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Calendar
May 13–14:
National Library Legislative Day,
[http://www.ala.org/ala/washoff/washevents/nlld/nlld2008.cfm?CFID=7416471&C
FTOKEN=cf6f3918fe8dd9c2-913510CF-CAE6-8294-DC7F29E0B04A0CC8] Washington,
D.C.
May 15–17:
Center for Information Policy Research,
[http://www.uwm.edu/Dept/SOIS/cipr/conference08.html] conference,
University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee. “Thinking Critically: Alternative
Perspectives and Methods in Information Studies.” Contact: CIPR.
[mailto:cipr@sois.uwm.edu]
May 16–21:
Medical Library Association, [http://www.mlanet.org/am/am2008/] Annual
Meeting, Chicago. “Connections: Bridging the Gaps.”
May 18–23:
Texas A&amp;M University, [http://cushing.tamu.edu/bookhistory/] 7th
Annual Workshop on the History of Books and Printing, College Station.
May 20–23:
Computers, Freedom, and Privacy Conference 2008,
[http://www.cfp2008.org/wiki/index.php/Main_Page] Omni Hotel, New Haven,
Connecticut. Contact: CFP. [mailto:cfp2008@cfp2008.org]
May 21–24:
Canadian Library Association, [http://www.cla.ca/conference/2008/] Annual
Conference, Vancouver, British Columbia. “Libraries and Publishing 3.0.”
May 26–30:
Canadian Health Libraries Association,
[http://www.chla-absc.ca/2008/registration/registration.htm] Annual
Conference, Halifax, Nova Scotia. “Navigating the Seas of Change.”
May 27–30:
International Association for Social Science Information Services and
Technology, [http://stanford.edu/group/ADS/cgi-bin/drupal/] Annual
Conference, Stanford University, California.
May 28–30:
Society for Scholarly Publishing, [http://www.sspnet.org/] Annual
Meeting, Boston. “Empires of the Mind: Inventing the Future of Scholarly
Publishing.”
May 30–
June 3:
Seminar on the Acquisition of Latin American Library Materials,
[http://library.lib.binghamton.edu/salalm/news/salalmneworleans.html]
Annual Meeting, New Orleans. “Encounter, Engagement, and Exchange: How
Native Populations of the Americas Transformed the World.”
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/april/041608.txt[7/17/2014 1:28:20 PM]

June 1–6:
Association of Caribbean University, Research, and Institutional
Libraries, [http://acuril.uprrp.edu/] Rose Hall Resort, Jamaica. “The
E-Librarian: Innovation, Ideas, and Inspiration.”
@ More [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/calendar/calendar.cfm]...
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U.S. & World News
Mesa schools to eliminate all
certified librarians

The Mesa (Ariz.) Public School District is on
the verge of eliminating all 87 of its school
library media specialist positions over the next
three years and replacing them with support
staff. Faced with an estimated $20-million
reduction in its 2008–2009 operating budget—caused both by a decline
in student enrollment and attempts to remedy the state’s $1.2-billion
deficit—school district officials said the libraries would be run by
resource center specialists, a “full-time, 40-hour classified position” that
does not require a teaching certificate. School library media specialists
and advocates of school libraries across the country are joining together
to sign a petition and decry the proposal. A protest before the April 22
school district governing board meeting drew more than 60 librarians
and residents....

Judge in Harry Potter lawsuit urges
settlement

The judge hearing British author J. K. Rowling’s
copyright-infringement lawsuit against an
unauthorized Harry Potter encyclopedia urged
both sides to settle the case April 17. On the final day of the three-day
trial in Federal District Court in Manhattan, Judge Robert P. Patterson
suggested that appeals may delay resolution for years. Rowling and
Warner Brothers Entertainment are suing RDR Books, which planned to
publish The Harry Potter Lexicon, written by former school librarian
Steven Jan Vander Ark....

Finance director sues for wrongful firing

Former Sacramento (Calif.) Public Library finance director Anil Paul has
filed suit in Superior Court of Sacramento County, accusing the library
of retaliatory termination after he raised concerns about overpayments
to a library staffer’s company. Those concerns, he claims, were
ultimately validated by an investigation that led to SPL filing suit to
recover $1.3 million in restitution and damages....

School removes The Land as age-
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accommodate attendees
with special physical or
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inappropriate

A review committee at Turner Elementary School in New
Tampa, Florida, has deemed The Land by Mildred Taylor
age-inappropriate and removed it from its media-center
shelves. The committee said the novel, about a former
slave during Reconstruction, was “above the maturity
level of elementary students at Turner.” School officials
said they will donate the book to a middle school....

communication needs. If
you have any special
requests that ALA can
reasonably provide, please
contact Anne Weglewski
before May 18.

Town may withhold funding over librarian’s firing

Officials in Woolwich, Maine, voted 4–1 April 14 not to place a $43,700
contribution—its share of the operating budget—to Patten Free Library
in Bath on the agenda for a town meeting, opting instead to set aside
$20,000 to purchase for town residents individual library cards for up to
$20 apiece at Patten or other libraries. The move is part of the fallout
from the library’s September 21, 2007, firing of children’s librarian
Nyree Thomas, allegedly for her receiving an unsatisfactory review....

ALA News
Annual Conferences to return to New Orleans

The ALA Executive Board has chosen New Orleans as its destination for
the 2011 and 2018 Annual Conferences. The 2006 ALA Annual
Conference was the first city-wide meeting held in New Orleans after
Hurricane Katrina. ALA’s willingness to hold the meeting in New Orleans
helped encourage other groups to host conventions there, according to
the New Orleans Metropolitan Convention and Visitors Bureau....

The April 15 issue of
Booklist offers a
Spotlight on Historical
Fiction, as well as a
Spring Reference
Database Update by
Mary Ellen Quinn.
NEW! From Booklist.

In this issue
April 2008

Blue Skunk Johnson on copyright

Rob Darrow writes: “Blue Skunk Johnson did a
great job of challenging all of us at the ALA
Second Life session on the librarian’s role in
copyright. The text of his talk is here. While
enjoying the wonderful surroundings of the
ALA Island, Blue talked about many things
related to copyright and issued a variety of suggestions. The one that
resonated most with me was: Teach the things you can do with
copyright and when in doubt, err on the side of the user.” For other
ALA National Library Week activities in Second Life, watch this
Machinima video (3:28) by Valibrarian Gregg....
California Dreamin’, Apr. 15; blip.tv

Prellwitz named Office of Diversity
director

The ALA Office for Diversity has appointed Gwendolyn
Prellwitz its acting director. Prior to her appointment,
she was the office’s interim director. She has been
involved in implementing 3 IMLS grants in support of
Spectrum, including the Spectrum Ph.D. grant program
administered by the University of Pittsburgh....
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Advocacy Institute to feature Spokane Moms

“Spokane Moms” Lisa Layera Brunkan, Denette Hill, and Susan
McBurney, founders of the Washington Coalition for School Libraries and
Information Technology, a grassroots initiative that raised $4 million for
school libraries in Washington state, are scheduled to speak at the ALA
Advocacy Institute, June 29, in Anaheim, California. “School Libraries in
Crisis: Why Everyone Should Care,” will focus on how the school library
crisis can affect libraries of all types....

Step Up to the Plate on Flickr

The third season of the Step Up to the Plate @
your library program officially launched earlier
this month in Mobile, Alabama, with Hall of
Famer Ozzie Smith, and now photos from the
launch are posted on Flickr. Photographs
feature Smith speaking to students at the
Baker High School library about the
importance of libraries, local school library media specialists and a
behind-the-scenes look at a video interview....

AL Focus
The Illinois state librarian on
National Library Week

Illinois Secretary of State and State Librarian
Jesse White visits Chicago’s Walt Disney
Magnet School April 14 and answers
questions from students to kick off National
Library Week 2008 in this video (2:34) shot
by Greg Landgraf. White diplomatically states
that he loves all libraries, not just the Illinois
State Library in Springfield....

Featured review: Reference

Malti-Douglas, Fedwa (editor). Encyclopedia
of Sex and Gender. Aug. 2007. 1,682p.
Macmillan, hardcover (978-0-02-865960-2).
Today, print and online resources that blur
or offer a new perspective on sex and
gender abound. Recent debates and
scholarship focused on sex and gender
illustrate, first, that gendered discourse in
both the public and private domains is most
assuredly alive and well in the first decade of the twenty-first
century, and, second, that the concepts of sex and gender are
inherently interdisciplinary, drawing on anthropology, biology,
cultural studies, history, linguistics, literature, political science,
psychology, and sociology. Undergraduates in these fields, as
well as advanced high-school students and educated general
readers, need look no further than this landmark work to
explore, examine, and evaluate the various concepts of sex
and gender that impact nearly every area of human interaction
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GPO helps celebrate
School Library Media
Month. To acknowledge
and celebrate the school
library media specialists in
our nation’s elementary
and secondary schools,
the Government Printing
Office is offering for sale
several of its publications
that focus on graphics
and media.

Career Leads
from

Small Business
Librarian II, Cecil
County Public Library,
Elkton, Maryland. Under
the general supervision
of the Branch Services
Manager, the Small
Business Librarian will
develop, manage, and
deliver a full range of
effective and innovative
reference and
information services to
prospective and
established small
business owners. Works
cooperatively with
Branch Librarians to
develop and enhance
services in all
libraries....

@

More jobs...
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and activity....

@

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

Anaheim Update
Quiet, Please: Scott Douglas is watching

Day after day, Scott Douglas was watching you. He saw
quite a show at the Anaheim (Calif.) Public Library on
most days. Douglas started to write it down, capturing
all the weirdness and strange characters he encountered
as he moved up in the library ranks. Quiet, Please:
Dispatches from a Public Librarian (Da Capo, 2008) is a
mostly accurate memoir, Douglas acknowledges. Some
characters are composites, some events are exaggerated
for effect, but the stories all happened. Douglas, currently an adult
services librarian at an APL branch, will be part of the FOLUSA First
Author, First Book program on June 29....
Orange County (Calif.) Register, Apr. 15

YA Author Coffee Klatch
in Anaheim. Want to
have coffee and meet
authors from YALSA’s Best
Books for Young Adults
list? Come to the Klatch!
This informal Sunday
breakfast (June 29, 9–10
a.m.) will give you the
opportunity to mingle with
such authors as Mary
Pearson, Gary Schmidt,
Susan Beth Pfeffer, Barry
Lyga, Margarita Engle, Jay
Asher, John Green, and
many more. Tickets are
only $19.

Digital Library
of the Week

Airlines to begin charging for a second bag

Five of the six major airlines in the United States plan to start charging
coach passengers as much as $25 starting in May to check a second
bag, the latest move in their quest to offset high fuel prices. But while
the airlines, and even some industry specialists, say they expect the
new fees will primarily affect leisure travelers, business travelers beg to
differ....
New York Times, Apr. 22

Relief for stranded air travelers

Air travelers whose flights have been cancelled or
diverted can now greatly improve their chances of
finding a seat on the next available flight thanks to a flight availability
service from FlightStats and mobile FlightStats. You can see what seats
can be purchased by class and cabin for flights that may be sitting at a
gate nearby and what’s coming in over the next few hours....
FlightStats, Apr. 21

Division News
The AASL Standards and gaming

The AASL Standards for the 21st-Century
Learner define student interactions with
information in terms of an inquiry-based
experience. 21st-Century learners need to
explore information; to see what more they
can find by building connections and trying
different searches. The new standards are
supportive of the ideas and skills that make
up gaming, as you can see in this gaming alignment (PDF file), created
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Minnesota Reflections
features more than
20,000 digital copies of
primary resources about
Minnesota, including
photographs, maps, and
documents (with
transcriptions). This
database project of the
Minnesota Digital Library
is in its fourth year of
providing digital
resources to historical
organizations across the
state. More than 90
organizations have
participated in the
project to date. The
Minnesota Digital Library
is a primarily volunteer
organization supported
by LSTA grants from the
Minnesota Department
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by the member libraries of the School Library System of Genesee Valley
(N.Y.) BOCES, provides support for the use of games as a learning
resource in school libraries....

Celebrating School Library Media Month

To help celebrate School Library Media Month in April,
AASL has made public service announcements
available to school library media specialists. The PSAs
feature Carmen Agra Deedy (right), award-winning
author of Martina the Beautiful Cockroach: A Cuban
Folktale. AASL also offers tips on getting the PSAs
aired on local radio stations....

Wendy Mass to speak at AASL awards
luncheon

Award-winning author Wendy Mass will be the guest
speaker at the AASL Awards Luncheon, June 30, during
the ALA 2008 Annual Conference in Anaheim, California.
Mass is the author of Mango-Shaped Space, the winner
of the Schneider Family Book Award given by ALA....

El día in Second Life

ALSC will be celebrating El día de los niños/El día de los
libros virtually this April by holding one-hour discussion
sessions on ALA Island in Second Life. The in-world
discussions, scheduled to take place at 1 p.m. on April 28
and 3 p.m. on May 1, on ALA Island’s main stage, will
offer librarians an outlet to discuss Día programming at
their library. Along with a Second Life discussion of Día,
ALSC offers librarians and families a wealth of Día
resources...

Registration open for Teen Read Week

YALSA launched its Teen Read Week 2008 website,
opening registration and offering resources for the
annual celebration of teen reading, including activity
ideas and more. Teen Read Week is October 12–18,
with a theme of “Books with Bite @ your library,”
encouraging teens to read just for the fun of it. Mirrorstone Books, a
subsidiary of Wizards of the Coast, is the corporate sponsor of Teen
Read Week for the second year in a row....

of Education.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.

Public
Perception
How the World
Sees Us

“Brenda meant
something different
to everyone on the
library staff, and
that meaningful
something was
never anything
good. To some she
was the person who
told them they
looked like a slob,
commented about
their weight gain, or
asked if someone’s
son was mentally
challenged. . . . She
wasn’t the kind of
person anyone
would wish dead,
but she wouldn’t be
missed if she was
pushed off a tall
building.”
—Scott Douglas [La Counte],
Quiet, Please: Dispatches
from a Public Librarian (Da
Capo Press, 2008).

SPARC-ACRL program to address Harvard policy

The Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition–ACRL Forum
during the 2008 ALA Annual Conference in Anaheim, California, will
provide a timely look at “Campus Open Access Policies: The Harvard
Experience and How to Get There.” The forum will give an up-close look
at the recent vote by Harvard’s Faculty of Arts and Sciences enabling
open access to their scholarly articles in an institutional repository....

PLA extends deadline for PLDS questionnaire

PLA is extending the deadline for public librarians to complete a
questionnaire to provide essential information for the Public Library
Data Service Statistical Report. The new deadline is April 30. The survey
can be completed online....

ALCTS presents Linda Mehr, librarian to
the Oscars
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Help a mom save
money on Mother’s
Day. The Social
Security Administration
is asking libraries to
publicize the extra
help that is available
under Medicare Part D.
This year’s message is

AL Direct, April 23, 2008

Linda Mehr, director of the Margaret Herrick Library of
the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences in
Beverly Hills, California, will be the featured speaker at
the 2008 ALCTS President’s Program, “From Here to
Eternity: The Challenge of Managing Oscar’s Very Special
Collections” on June 30. Mehr has been director of the
Margaret Herrick Library since 1982....

Still time to apply for LA&M associate
editor

LAMA is seeking an experienced writer or editor to assist
in the production of its quarterly magazine Library
Administration & Management, with the aim of
eventually taking charge of the publication. The print
magazine is making the transition to a full-feature web
publication, a process expected to be finished by 2009.
The deadline for application is May 1. Finalists will be interviewed at the
2008 ALA Annual Conference in Anaheim....

Two new books from LAMA

New Supervisors in Technical Services: A Management
Guide Using Checklists, edited by Emily Bergman and
Andrea Kappler, is designed to help new supervisors get
through tough management situations, help them
manage their time and staff, and make plans for the
future. Outstanding Library Public Relations: 60 Years of
the John Cotton Dana Award, by Amy Shaw and Peter
Deekle, is the story of John Cotton Dana the man and the evolution of
the award that bears his name....

“I helped my mom
save $3,600 on
prescription drugs. You
Can Too!” Libraries
can help in this effort
by referring to this
Social Security page
in your newsletters,
blogs, or websites.
Social Security also
has a Mother’s Day
pamphlet available
upon request in
packets of 100, free of
charge, for display and
distribution at
libraries. Contact Maria
Artista-Cuchna with
your name, mailing
address, phone
number, and quantity
you need.

Ask the ALA
Librarian

Awards
Spokane Moms to be honored with AASL
Crystal Apple

AASL President Sara Kelly Johns has selected Lisa Layera
Brunkan (right), Denette Hill, and Susan McBurney, also
known as the “Spokane Moms,” as the recipients of the
2008 Crystal Apple Award. The award is given at the
discretion of the AASL president to an individual or group
that has had a significant impact on school library media programs and
students. “The ‘Spokane Moms’ successfully spearheaded a drive to get
new funding for school libraries into the Washington state budget,” said
Johns....

Dollar General Literacy
Foundation grant

ALA announced April 21 the recipients of
“The American Dream Starts @ your library” grant, which helps public
libraries increase their literacy services to adult English-language
learners. Each of the 34 winning libraries will receive a one-time award
of $5,000. The grants are funded by the Dollar General Literacy
Foundation and implemented by ALA....

Mary Popp is RUSA’s Favorite Martian
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Q. I'm looking for
resources on
employee safety,
safety tools and
equipment, and
safety procedures
that mostly apply to
the work that is
done in the library
environment, such
as recommended
ladders or step
stools, bending and
lifting, specialized
equipment, etc. Can
you help?
A. This is one of those
areas where you will
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Mary Popp, public services librarian at the Herman B. Wells Library,
Indiana University, Bloomington, is the 2008 recipient of the RUSA
Machine-Assisted Reference Section recognition certificate, also known
as the “My Favorite Martian Award.” The award is given to an individual
to recognize excellence in service to MARS....

John Cotton Dana winners, in color

The Spring 2008 issue of Library Administration &
Management offers exclusive color photos of all the
winning entries in this year’s John Cotton Dana
Library Public Relations Award. Winning entries will
be displayed at the LAMA John Cotton Dana Library
Public Relations Award booth in the exhibit area
during ALA Annual Conference, June 27–July 2, in
Anaheim, California....
Library Administration & Management 22, no. 2 (Spring)

Gordon M. Conable Conference Scholarship

The Freedom to Read Foundation’s Gordon M. Conable Conference
Scholarship enables a library school student or new professional to
attend the ALA Annual Conference, with a specific focus on intellectual
freedom meetings and programs. The scholarship will provide for
registration, transportation, housing for six nights, and a per diem. The
application deadline is May 5....

2008 Bobbitt National Poetry Prize
winners

The distinguished Rebekah Johnson Bobbitt National Prize
for Poetry, created 20 years ago, will be awarded to two
poets who teach at universities in Virginia: Bob Hicok of
Virginia Tech (for his book This Clumsy Living) and
Charles Wright of the University of Virginia (for lifetime
achievement). Hicok and Wright will receive the award
and read selections of their work in the Library of
Congress Madison Building April 28....
Library of Congress, Apr. 18

South Carolina’s National Library
Week photo contest (PDF file)

During the days of April 14–16, library staff
members submitted to the South Carolina
State Library a wide range of photographs of
librarians working, teaching patrons, library
events, and in some cases, just having fun
doing what they love. Winner in the Best
Overall category was “Quiet Reading Time,”
Lee County Public Library patron Leslie reading to her son Sam in the
reading area, submitted by Elizabeth Snyder-Powell....
South Carolina State Library, Apr. 18

Seen Online
Net neutrality returns to the Senate
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want to consult with
the general physical
plant or trades
manager at your
university or in your
municipality as well as
to review the specific
library literature. The
Federal U.S.
Department of Labor
Occupational Safety &
Health Administration
has established many
guidelines for
workplace safety, on
such things as use of
ladders and latex
allergies. There may
also be local
requirements or work
rules that should be
followed, though the
basic principles of
safety and security
may need to be
adapted for the library
environment. For
example, an optimal
workstation set up
may need to be
adapted (scroll down
past the golf courses!)
in a library workroom
to accommodate the
books. From the ALA
Professional Tips wiki.

@ The ALA Librarian
welcomes your
questions.

Calendar
May 8–9:

OCLC Eastern and
SOLINET, Engaging
Teens Conference,
Arlington County (Va.)
Public Library. This
first-ever conference on
teen programming in
libraries is for
librarians, educators,
and staff who work
with teens.

May 12–14:
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At a Senate Commerce Committee hearing entitled “The Future of the
Internet” April 22, Democratic politicians argued for passage of a law
designed to prohibit broadband operators from creating a fast lane for
certain internet content and applications. Their stance drew familiar
criticism from the cable industry, their Republican counterparts, and
FCC Chairman Kevin Martin, who said there’s no demonstrated need for
new rules, at this point. Sen. John Kerry (D-Mass.) is one of the
backers of a bill called the Internet Freedom Preservation Act, chiefly
sponsored by Byron Dorgan (D-N.Dak.) and Olympia Snowe (RMaine)....
C|net news, Apr. 22

Asociación Mexicana
de Bibliotecarios,
XXXIX Jornadas
Mexicanas de
Biblioteconomía, Ciudad
de Chihuahua. “Las
bibliotecas, repositorios
dinámicos del
conocimiento.”

May 14–16:

New York Times, Apr. 22

Ohio Valley Group of
Technical Services
Librarians, Annual
Conference, Hope Hotel
and Conference Center,
Dayton. “Technical
Services Taking Flight:
Soaring to New Heights
of Innovation.”

Video games a hit in Los Angeles County libraries

May 14–17:

After big gift, a new name for NYPL

The New York Landmarks Preservation Commission officially agreed
April 22 to change the name of the New York Public Library’s main
building on Fifth Avenue and 42nd Street to the Stephen A.
Schwarzman Building. The renaming is in honor of Schwarzman’s recent
gift of $100 million, which will go toward a $1-billion overhaul of the
library system....

About half of Los Angeles County’s 88 public libraries hold gaming
events at least once a month. Administrators credit the practice with
helping boost teenage attendance by about 50% since the county
started a pilot program two years ago. “It lets teens be more
comfortable with the library and become familiar with librarians,” San
Fernando librarian Lydia Harlan said. “And it’s what kids are into these
days.”...
Los Angeles Times, Apr. 17

What’s new at the e-library

Anthony Torregrossa has always been an avid reader, but when his
eyesight started to deteriorate from macular degeneration about a year
ago, he knew he had to find a way to keep up his hobby. A frequent
patron at the Bethpage (N.Y.) Public Library on Long Island, Torregrossa
decided to try something he had never heard of before: audio books
downloaded onto an MP3 player....
New York Times, Apr. 20

Strapped South Bend libraries to cut
summer hours

The St. Joseph County (Ind.) Public Library will close
all its branches on Saturdays in June, July, and August
to reduce expenses. The library also plans to cut
service hours, purchases, and staff by 12% this year
and 12 percent in 2009. The library board voted 5–0
April 21 to approve the requested cuts, which are in
response to an estimated $791,000 loss in tax revenue in 2009 and
$1.6 million in 2010 because of Indiana’s property-tax reform....
South Bend (Ind.) Tribune, Apr. 22

Librarian testifies in Salt Lake City pipe bomb case

Thomas Zajac, accused of setting off a pipe bomb at the main Salt Lake
City Public Library in 2006, tried to convince a federal judge April 16
that charges should be dropped against him because the library does
not impact interstate commerce. SLCPL Assistant Director Britton Lund
testified that although the library is set up using city taxpayer funds, its
services indeed extend beyond state borders. The judge dismissed
Zajac’s motion to drop the charges....
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National Genealogical
Society, Annual
Conference, Kansas
City, Missouri. “Show
Me the Nation’s
Records.” Contact:
NGS.

May 16–21:

Medical Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Chicago.
“Connections: Bridging
the Gaps.”

May 21–22:

Ohio Library Council,
Management
Conference, Columbus.

May 21–24:

Canadian Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Vancouver.
“Libraries and
Publishing 3.0:
Connecting Authors to
Readers in the Digital
Age.”

May 22–23:

WebVisions, Portland,
Oregon. Explore the
future of web design.

May 30–
June 1:

AL Direct, April 23, 2008
Salt Lake City Deseret News, Apr. 16, 22

Ghost in the New Paltz library?

It appeared as a meandering shadow last
October 25 in the suspense section of the
Elting Memorial Library in New Paltz, New
York, pausing on the wide plank floors in
front of a bookcase. A surveillance tape
picked up the image, and the video (0:33)
has been viewed on YouTube by some
18,500 people so far, while library employees and patrons continue to
debate the possibilities and recount the coincidences....
New York Times, Apr. 20

Rare Book Roadshow at UNCC

Dozens of collectors brought their could-be treasures to the Atkins
Library at the University of North Carolina at Charlotte April 17 for a
Rare Book Roadshow—borrowing from the title of public television’s
popular antiques show. Judging was done by John Sharpe, who spent
30 years as Duke University’s curator of rare books....
Charlotte (N.C.) Observer, Apr. 18

Gulfport library demolition won’t be delayed

After an hour-long debate, the Gulfport (Miss.) City Council voted 4-3
April 22 against asking the county to delay demolition of the Gulfport
Library building. Residents trying to save the building said they will
take the issue to court. Tension over the library has been growing since
February when supervisors accepted the deed for the property from the
city. The county owned the building; the city, the property. Both had to
be in the county’s name for FEMA to pay for Katrina damage....
Biloxi (Miss.) Sun-Herald, Apr. 23

School libraries and weeding

For K–12 librarians, it’s a no-brainer to toss a book that’s full of
outdated, politically incorrect information. But they say it’s a public
relations nightmare when taxpayers find out librarians actually throw
books away. “It looked like a Nazi book-burning,” is how Grand Rapids
(Mich.) Riverside Middle School Media Specialist Becky Goodspeed
described her first few months of book-weeding in that library six years
ago....
Grand Rapids (Mich.) Press, Apr. 21

Canadian Association
for Conservation of
Cultural Property,
Annual Conference,
Bibliothèque et Archives
Nationales du Québec,
Montreal.

June 1–4:

Academic Library
Advancement and
Development
Network Conference,
Driskill Hotel, Austin,
Texas.

June 5–7:

Canadian Association
for Information
Science, Annual
Conference, University
of British Columbia,
Vancouver.
“Information Beyond
Borders: LIS
Interacting With Other
Disciplines.”

June 15–18:

Special Libraries
Association, Annual
Conference, Seattle.

@

More...

Contact Us

American Libraries
Direct

Rennison book to stay on middle-school
shelves

Parent Guy Hegg wants the book Angus, Thongs, and
Full-Frontal Snogging removed from the shelves of the
Maplewood Middle School library in Menasha, Wisconsin.
Hegg said the coming-of-age novel by Louise Rennison
purveys a sexual tone that is inappropriate for 6th, 7th,
and 8th-graders. But the school board voted 6–1 in
closed session earlier this week to keep the book in the
library....
Appleton (Wis.) Post-Crescent, Apr. 20

Rooms that lose none of their shelf life

In this age of digital information, books have lost none of their appeal,
with many people carrying “old friends” they have loved reading from
house to house. So it comes as no surprise that according to a new
report—The Changing Face of British Homes, compiled by insurers Legal
and General—15% of 4,000 interviewees said they would like a library,
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compared to 13% wanting a gym, 9% a music studio, and just 8% a
home cinema....
The Telegraph (U.K.), Apr. 15

European library trend: Borrowing a person

Leonard Kniffel,
Editor-in-Chief,
American Libraries:
lkniffel@ala.org

David Baker writes: “It was like the school disco all over
again. As some unexpected spring sunshine brightened up
the Finchley Road last Sunday lunchtime, 15 of us were
waiting nervously in a room in Swiss Cottage’s sleek new
leisure centre to be borrowed as ‘books’ in the UK’s first
ever Living Library. The idea, which comes from
Scandinavia, is simple: Instead of books, readers can come
to the library and borrow a person for a 30-minute chat.
The human ‘books’ on offer vary from event to event but
always include a healthy cross-section of stereotypes.”...

To advertise in American
Libraries Direct, contact:
Brian Searles,
bsearles@ala.org

San Mateo rips plastic for Green Week

All links outside the ALA
website are provided for
informational purposes only.
Questions about the content
of any external site should
be addressed to the
administrator of that site.

The Times (U.K.), Apr. 22

The San Mateo (Calif.) Public Library is doing its part for Earth Day by
encouraging patrons to take their books home in reusable bags and
ditch the plastic ones for good. The library, in partnership with eight
local merchants, is “Taming the Plastic Bag Beast” by giving away
donated reusable bags. Nearly 2,000 donated bags became available to
library patrons April 21....
San Mateo (Calif.) Daily News, Apr. 22

Library gift from T. S. Eliot’s widow

The widow of T. S. Eliot has donated £2.5 million ($4.9 million U.S.) to
help build a new wing of the world’s largest independent lending library,
which will be named after the Nobel prize-winning poet. The gift from
Valerie Eliot follows a long-running appeal by the London Library, of
which her late husband was president for 13 years. The annex to the
167-year-old institution in St James’s Square will be called T. S. Eliot
House. Valerie Eliot will appear at a ceremony in June....
The Times (U.K.), Apr. 20

Students hog British Library reading
rooms

Two years after one of the world’s greatest
libraries opened its doors to undergraduates and
anyone working on research, high-profile writers
and academics say that the struggle to find a
desk is now intolerable. Library directors stand
accused of increasing visitor numbers to boost funds and performance
bonuses. Of particular irritation is the notion that many undergraduates
now come to the library to relax, meet and text friends, and play on
laptops, rather than to read books....
The Times (U.K.), Apr. 21

Tech Talk
Easy ways to go green with your
computer

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/april/042308.htm[7/17/2014 1:28:45 PM]

Send feedback:
aldirect@ala.org

AL Direct FAQ:
www.ala.org/aldirect/

American Libraries
50 E. Huron St.
Chicago, IL 60611
www.ala.org/alonline/
800-545-2433,
ext. 4216
ISSN 1559-369X.

AL Direct, April 23, 2008

Adam Pash writes: “Not everyone can afford to
install solar panels or get a new Prius this Earth
Day, but there is one place you can go green
without spending an arm and a leg or radically
changing your lifestyle—your computer. Chances
are you spend the majority of your day sitting in front of the keyboard,
and a few small changes can go a long way toward reducing its
negative impact on the environment. This Earth Day, we’ve rounded up
a few simple ways you can go green with your computer.”...
Lifehacker, Apr. 22

529 tips for better computing

There’s a ton of information in your computer’s user manual, but it’s
also hundreds of pages long. To become a real power user, you could
read through the entire thing, memorizing the details on each page. Or
you could turn to this tip sheet from PC Magazine, carefully organized
into nearly three dozen categories and filled with advice, how-tos,
hacks, and add-ons. For example, did you know this Word 2007 tip?
When reopening a large document, hit Shift-F5 to jump directly to the
last spot you were working on....
PC Magazine, Apr. 21

E-book concealed within a book

David Rothman writes: “Let’s say your boss or
your spouse hates e-books, and you want to con
them into thinking you’re a print purist. Why not
put a secret compartment inside a hardback to
conceal a laptop you use for e-reading? A design
by Kyle Bean, a student of illustration at the University of Brighton,
might be just the thing. If nothing else, this would be an imaginative
twist on the idea of fake bookselves, except that you could actually
read a whole library of e-books.”...
TeleRead, Apr. 21

Silly ways to remove data from a
hard drive

Computerworld decided to look at YouTube
to find some cheap methods of removing
sensitive data from a hard drive permanently.
While some of the behavior in these videos
clearly displays an alarming level of pent-up
rage, the myriad ways identified to destroy a
hard drive—from a plasma cutter to a train
to aluminothermic reactions (right)—are fascinating....
Computerworld, Apr. 18

Actions & Answers
EB online free to bloggers

Michael Arrington writes: “Now you can
get access to the online version of
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Encyclopaedia Britannica for free through
a new program called Britannica
Webshare
—provided that you are a ‘web publisher.’ The definition of
a web publisher is rather squishy: ‘This program is intended for people
who publish with some regularity on the internet, be they bloggers,
webmasters, or writers. We reserve the right to deny participation to
anyone who in our judgment doesn’t qualify.’ Basically, you sign up, tell
them about your site URL and a description, and they review it and
decide if you’ll get in.”...
TechCrunch, Apr. 18

Vampire parties

Sarah Granville writes: “How does one celebrate the life,
or rather death, of the undead? With the popularity of
series such as Twilight, Vampire Kisses, and Blue Bloods,
throwing a vampire party is a great way to get teens
excited about reading. But where to begin? In my mind,
every successful party includes cake. And what better
variety of cake to serve at a party devoted to blood
suckers than red velvet? If you have access to Halloween
cookie cutters, you could also decorate cookies in the
shapes of coffins, tombstones, bats, or spider web.”...
Alternative Teen Service, Apr. 15

Snacks in the stacks

(subscription required)

Andrea L. Foster writes: “When Terri Curry mentioned last month that
the library at Morningside College allowed students to eat among the
books, she did not hear appalled gasps from the crowd of librarians,
deans, and professors in front of her. What she heard was a burst of
applause. Fed by a desire to make libraries more inviting places for
students to work in groups, many colleges are installing cafes in their
libraries.”...

Chronicle of Higher Education, Apr. 18

Do LC Subject Headings still matter?

Radical Reference says they do. Does LC always
identify accessible and appropriately named
headings and implement them in a timely manner?
RR says not always. Between now and April 27,
Radical Reference invites you to suggest subject
headings and/or cross-references that will then be
compiled and sent to the Library of Congress. You can either choose
one previously suggested by Sandy Berman (pdf or spreadsheet) or
propose your own....
Radical Reference, Apr. 22

Scientists’ life-changing books

A great book has the power to move, inspire, or even
change lives. From adventure tales of the Arctic to the
ultimate in quantum weirdness, here are the books that
have left a lasting impression on some of the world’s top
scientists, including Oliver Sacks, Michio Kaku, Jane
Goodall, and more. Geneticist Steve Jones said Fridtjof
Nansen’s Farthest North is “an account of an attempt in
the late 19th century to drift through the Arctic ice in a
wooden ship called the Fram.”...
New Scientist, Apr. 10
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Some libraries shun Google in digitization battle

(podcast)
Technology has made it possible to make books accessible to anyone,
anywhere. But in the effort to digitize the world’s books, there’s a fight
brewing over who should control tomorrow’s virtual libraries, and how
open they should be. Some libraries in the Boston area are choosing to
pay to digitize their collections rather than accept offers from Google
and Microsoft to do it for free. Listen to this 5:56 podcast....
All Things Considered, National Public Radio, Apr. 22

SLA honors its green members and
units

In recognition of Earth Day, Special Libraries
Association President Stephen Abram announced
April 22 that he is accepting nominations for a special Presidential
Citation honoring SLA “Knowledge to Go Green” Champions. Recipients
will be announced at the SLA Leadership Summit in January 2009 to
mark the inaugural year of SLA's Knowledge to Go Green initiative....
Special Libraries Association, Apr. 22

GPO study of regional depositories

The U.S. Government Printing Office has been directed by the Joint
Committee on Printing to conduct a study on the conditions of regional
depository libraries. The purpose of the study is to evaluate the extent
to which public access to federal depository resources may be impaired
by organizational, financial, technological, or other conditions affecting
regional libraries. The findings are to be delivered to the JCP by June 1.
GPO is asking for comments on the components of the draft report....
FDLP Desktop, Apr. 10

Win Unshelved treatment at BEA 2008

Every other week between now and BookExpo
America in Los Angeles (May 29–June 1), Unshelved
will draw winners for the following prizes:
Appearances in an upcoming Unshelved comic strip,
coffee @ BEA with Bill Barnes and Gene Ambaum,
gold autographing passes, discounts on shipping
books, free Author’s Breakfast tickets of your choice, and free Lewis
Black tickets. To qualify you must be a librarian or educator who
registers for BEA 2008 through the link on the Unshelved page....
Unshelved

Why I like National Poetry Month

Ami Greko writes: “I don’t mean to say that you have
to live in a big city to be able to turn your nose up at
the idea of a month devoted to poetry. I am pretty
sure that if you’re a person who spends a lot of time
writing poetry, or reading poetry, or hanging out with
poets, then the idea of National Poetry Month sounds
stupid, whether you live in Terre Haute or San
Francisco. But let’s be honest: It takes a lot more
effort to be a full-time poetry fan if you are also a
full-time resident of a city lacking a significant university population or
growth industry. And this is why I am a fan of National Poetry
Month.”...
The Best Words in Their Best Order, Apr. 14

Karen Coyle in Kosovo

Coyle writes: “Libraries in Kosovo have existed in
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deep isolation for a long time. First, they need to
restore the physical spaces. Many libraries
became government or military offices during the
conflict of the late 1990s. Next, they need
books. Then they need a way to create a
catalog, and it has to be cheap, if not free, and
must run on absolutely minimal hardware. The librarians need training.
They have moved from a Soviet-style system to a decade (at least) of
disruption of civic life, and now they wish to embrace the West.”...
Coyle’s InFormation, Apr. 20

The Monkey Song (with a nod to Louis Prima)

American Libraries columnist Meredith Farkas writes: “Every few
months, I get an email from someone in library school or a new
librarian basically asking me how I’ve accomplished all that I have in
this profession in three years and how they can do the same. Five years
ago, I felt trapped in a profession I was miserable in. Now, things
couldn’t be more opposite. But I really struggle to offer advice when I
get emails like this, because there’s no answer I could give that would
really be useful. But I’ll give it a try anyway.”...
Information Wants to Be Free, Apr. 20

Beat traffic with Google Maps

During the last several months a team of
Googlers has been charged with bringing you
the latest and greatest in traffic congestion
information. Now in Google Maps you can see
what the traffic is typically like at any given day
and time, making planning a drive easier than ever by helping you
avoid likely congestion. Also, it displays accidents, construction, and
road closures in most areas where there is traffic coverage....
Google Lat Long Blog, Apr. 17
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Mesa schools to eliminate all certified librarians
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/april2008/mes
aschoolstoeliminatelibrarians.cfm]
The Mesa (Ariz.) Public School District is on the verge of eliminating
all 87 of its school library media specialist positions over the next
three years and replacing them with support staff. Faced with an
estimated $20-million reduction in its 2008&ndash;2009 operating
budget&mdash;caused both by a decline in student enrollment and attempts
to remedy the state&rsquo;s $1.2-billion deficit&mdash;school district
officials said the libraries would be run by resource center specialists,
a &ldquo;full-time, 40-hour classified position&rdquo; that does not
require a teaching certificate. School library media specialists and
advocates of school libraries across the country are joining together
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/azstatement.cfm] to
sign a petition [http://gopetition.com/online/18626.html] and decry the
proposal. A protest [http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/story/114531]
before the April 22 school district governing board meeting drew more
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than 60 librarians and residents....
Judge in Harry Potter lawsuit urges settlement
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/april2008/jud
geurgesharrypottersettlement.cfm]
The judge hearing British author J. K. Rowling&rsquo;s
copyright-infringement lawsuit against an unauthorized Harry Potter
encyclopedia urged both sides to settle the case April 17. On the final
day of the three-day trial in Federal District Court in Manhattan, Judge
Robert P. Patterson suggested that appeals may delay resolution for
years. Rowling and Warner Brothers Entertainment are suing RDR Books,
which planned to publish The Harry Potter Lexicon, written by former
school librarian Steven Jan Vander Ark....
Finance director sues for wrongful firing
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/april2008/sac
ramentosuesforwrongfulfiring.cfm]
Former Sacramento (Calif.) Public Library finance director Anil Paul has
filed suit in Superior Court of Sacramento County, accusing the library
of retaliatory termination after he raised concerns about overpayments to
a library staffer&rsquo;s company. Those concerns, he claims, were
ultimately validated by an investigation that led to SPL filing suit to
recover $1.3 million in restitution and damages....
as age-inappropriate
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/april2008/the
landremoved.cfm]
A review committee at Turner Elementary School in New Tampa, Florida, has
deemed The Land by Mildred Taylor age-inappropriate and removed it from
its media-center shelves. The committee said the novel, about a former
slave during Reconstruction, was &ldquo;above the maturity level of
elementary students at Turner.&rdquo; School officials said they will
donate the book to a middle school....
Town may withhold funding over librarian&#8217;s firing
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/april2008/mai
newithholdsfunding.cfm]
Officials in Woolwich, Maine, voted 4&ndash;1 April 14 not to place a
$43,700 contribution&mdash;its share of the operating budget&mdash;to
Patten Free Library in Bath on the agenda for a town meeting, opting
instead to set aside $20,000 to purchase for town residents individual
library cards for up to $20 apiece at Patten or other libraries. The move
is part of the fallout from the library&rsquo;s September 21, 2007,
firing of children&rsquo;s librarian Nyree Thomas, allegedly for her
receiving an unsatisfactory review....
===========================================================================
[http://www.aaslh.org/Bookshelf/]
===========================================================================
ALA News
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Annual Conferences to return to New Orleans
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/neworleans.cfm]
The ALA Executive Board has chosen New Orleans as its destination for the
2011 and 2018 Annual Conferences. The 2006 ALA Annual Conference was the
first city-wide meeting held in New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina.
ALA&rsquo;s willingness to hold the meeting in New Orleans helped
encourage other groups to host conventions there, according to the New
Orleans Metropolitan Convention and Visitors Bureau....
Blue Skunk Johnson on copyright
[http://robdarrow.wordpress.com/2008/04/15/blue-skunk-on-copyright-and-a-la
wsuit/]
Rob Darrow writes: “Blue Skunk Johnson did a great job of challenging all
of us at the ALA Second Life session on the librarian&rsquo;s role in
copyright. The text of his talk is here
[http://dougjohnson.wikispaces.com/NUTS]. While enjoying the wonderful
surroundings of the ALA Island, Blue talked about many things related to
copyright and issued a variety of suggestions. The one that resonated
most with me was: Teach the things you can do with copyright and when in
doubt, err on the side of the user.” For other ALA National Library Week
activities in Second Life, watch this Machinima video
[http://blip.tv/file/827723] (3:28) by Valibrarian Gregg....
California Dreamin’, Apr. 15; blip.tv
Prellwitz named Office of Diversity director
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/prellwitz.cfm]
The ALA Office for Diversity has appointed Gwendolyn Prellwitz its acting
director. Prior to her appointment, she was the office&rsquo;s interim
director. She has been involved in implementing 3 IMLS grants in support
of Spectrum, including the Spectrum Ph.D. grant program administered by
the University of Pittsburgh....
Advocacy Institute to feature Spokane Moms
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/advocacyinstitutemoms.c
fm]
&ldquo;Spokane Moms&rdquo; Lisa Layera Brunkan, Denette Hill, and Susan
McBurney, founders of the Washington Coalition for School Libraries and
Information Technology, a grassroots initiative that raised $4 million
for school libraries in Washington state, are scheduled to speak at the
ALA Advocacy Institute, June 29, in Anaheim, California. &ldquo;School
Libraries in Crisis: Why Everyone Should Care,&rdquo; will focus on how
the school library crisis can affect libraries of all types....
Step Up to the Plate on Flickr
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/stepupphotos.cfm]
The third season of the Step Up to the Plate @ your library program
officially launched earlier this month in Mobile, Alabama, with Hall of
Famer Ozzie Smith, and now photos from the launch are posted on Flickr.
[http://www.flickr.com/photos/alapio] Photographs feature Smith speaking
to students at the Baker High School library about the importance of
libraries, local school library media specialists and a behind-the-scenes
look at a video interview....
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AL Focus
===========================================================================
The Illinois state librarian on National Library Week
[http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/illinois-state-librarian-talks-about-nlw]
Illinois Secretary of State and State Librarian Jesse White visits
Chicago’s Walt Disney Magnet School April 14 and answers questions from
students to kick off National Library Week 2008 in this video (2:34) shot
by Greg Landgraf. White diplomatically states that he loves all
libraries, not just the Illinois State Library in Springfield....

Featured review: Reference
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=2500107]
Malti-Douglas, Fedwa (editor). Encyclopedia of Sex and Gender. Aug. 2007.
1,682p. Macmillan, hardcover (978-0-02-865960-2).
Today, print and online resources that blur or offer a new perspective on
sex and gender abound. Recent debates and scholarship focused on sex and
gender illustrate, first, that gendered discourse in both the public and
private domains is most assuredly alive and well in the first decade of
the twenty-first century, and, second, that the concepts of sex and
gender are inherently interdisciplinary, drawing on anthropology,
biology, cultural studies, history, linguistics, literature, political
science, psychology, and sociology. Undergraduates in these fields, as
well as advanced high-school students and educated general readers, need
look no further than this landmark work to explore, examine, and evaluate
the various concepts of sex and gender that impact nearly every area of
human interaction and activity....
@ Visit Booklist Online [http://www.booklistonline.com] for other reviews
and much more....

Anaheim Update
===========================================================================
: Scott Douglas is watching
[http://www.ocregister.com/ocregister/life/themorningread/article_2018833.p
hp]
Day after day, Scott Douglas was watching you. He saw quite a show at the
Anaheim (Calif.) Public Library on most days. Douglas started to write it
down, capturing all the weirdness and strange characters he encountered
as he moved up in the library ranks. Quiet, Please: Dispatches from a
Public Librarian (Da Capo, 2008) is a mostly accurate memoir, Douglas
acknowledges. Some characters are composites, some events are exaggerated
for effect, but the stories all happened. Douglas, currently an adult
services librarian at an APL branch, will be part of the FOLUSA First
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Author, First Book
[http://www.folusa.org/about/conferences/2008-first-author.php] program
on June 29....
Orange County (Calif.) Register, Apr. 15
Airlines to begin charging for a second bag
[http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/22/business/22bags.html]
Five of the six major airlines in the United States plan to start
charging coach passengers as much as $25 starting in May to check a
second bag, the latest move in their quest to offset high fuel prices.
But while the airlines, and even some industry specialists, say they
expect the new fees will primarily affect leisure travelers, business
travelers beg to differ....
New York Times, Apr. 22
Relief for stranded air travelers
[http://www.prweb.com/releases/strandedtravelers/flights/prweb874854.htm]
Air travelers whose flights have been cancelled or diverted can now
greatly improve their chances of finding a seat on the next available
flight thanks to a flight availability service from FlightStats
[http://www.flightstats.com/go/Home/home.do] and mobile FlightStats.
[http://mobile.flightstats.com/go/Mobile/] You can see what seats can be
purchased by class and cabin for flights that may be sitting at a gate
nearby and what’s coming in over the next few hours....
FlightStats, Apr. 21
===========================================================================
[http://www.tutor.com/evaluate]
===========================================================================
Division News
===========================================================================
The AASL Standards and gaming [http://sls.gvboces.org/gaming/standards]
The AASL Standards for the 21st-Century Learner
[http://www.ala.org/aasl/standards] define student interactions with
information in terms of an inquiry-based experience. 21st-Century
learners need to explore information; to see what more they can find by
building connections and trying different searches. The new standards are
supportive of the ideas and skills that make up gaming, as you can see in
this gaming alignment (PDF file
[http://sls.gvboces.org/gaming/files/GamingCurriculumAlignment.pdf]),
created by the member libraries of the School Library System of Genesee
Valley (N.Y.) BOCES, provides support for the use of games as a learning
resource in school libraries....
Celebrating School Library Media Month
[http://www.ala.org/ala/aasl/aaslissues/aasladvocacy/schoollibrary.cfm]
To help celebrate School Library Media Month in April, AASL has made
public service announcements available to school library media
specialists. The PSAs feature Carmen Agra Deedy (right), award-winning
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author of Martina the Beautiful Cockroach: A Cuban Folktale. AASL also
offers tips
[http://www.ala.org/ala/aasl/aaslissues/aasladvocacy/psatips.cfm] on
getting the PSAs aired on local radio stations....
Wendy Mass to speak at AASL awards luncheon
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/AASLlunch.cfm]
Award-winning author Wendy Mass will be the guest speaker at the AASL
Awards Luncheon, June 30, during the ALA 2008 Annual Conference in
Anaheim, California. Mass is the author of Mango-Shaped Space, the winner
of the Schneider Family Book Award given by ALA....
El d&iacute;a in Second Life
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/diasl.cfm]
ALSC will be celebrating El día de los niños/El día de los libros
virtually this April by holding one-hour discussion sessions on ALA
Island in Second Life. The in-world discussions, scheduled to take place
at 1 p.m. on April 28 and 3 p.m. on May 1, on ALA Island&rsquo;s main
stage, will offer librarians an outlet to discuss Día programming at
their library. Along with a Second Life discussion of Día, ALSC offers
librarians and families a wealth of Día resources...
Registration open for Teen Read Week
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/TRWregistration.cfm]
YALSA launched its Teen Read Week 2008 website,
[http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/teenreading/trw/trw2008/index.cfm] opening
registration and offering resources for the annual celebration of teen
reading, including activity ideas and more. Teen Read Week is October
12–18, with a theme of “Books with Bite @ your library,” encouraging
teens to read just for the fun of it. Mirrorstone Books, a subsidiary of
Wizards of the Coast, is the corporate sponsor of Teen Read Week for
the second year in a row....
SPARC-ACRL program to address Harvard policy
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/sparc.cfm]
The Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition–ACRL Forum
during the 2008 ALA Annual Conference in Anaheim, California, will
provide a timely look at &ldquo;Campus Open Access Policies: The Harvard
Experience and How to Get There.&rdquo; The forum will give an up-close
look at the recent vote by Harvard&rsquo;s Faculty of Arts and Sciences
enabling open access to their scholarly articles in an institutional
repository....
PLA extends deadline for PLDS questionnaire
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/PLDS.cfm]
PLA is extending the deadline for public librarians to complete a
questionnaire to provide essential information for the Public Library
Data Service Statistical Report. The new deadline is April 30. The survey
can be completed online
[https://lrcreport.lis.uiuc.edu/PLDSSurvey/rdPage.aspx]....
ALCTS presents Linda Mehr, librarian to the Oscars
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/ALCTSpresprog.cfm]
Linda Mehr, director of the Margaret Herrick Library of the Academy of
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Motion Picture Arts and Sciences in Beverly Hills, California, will be
the featured speaker at the 2008 ALCTS President&rsquo;s Program,
&ldquo;From Here to Eternity: The Challenge of Managing Oscar’s Very
Special Collections&rdquo; on June 30. Mehr has been director of the
Margaret Herrick Library since 1982....
associate editor
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/november2007/lam07.cfm]
LAMA is seeking an experienced writer or editor to assist in the
production of its quarterly magazine Library Administration & Management,
with the aim of eventually taking charge of the publication. The print
magazine is making the transition to a full-feature web publication, a
process expected to be finished by 2009. The deadline for application is
May 1. Finalists will be interviewed at the 2008 ALA Annual Conference in
Anaheim....
Two new books from LAMA
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/LAMAnewbooks.cfm]
New Supervisors in Technical Services: A Management Guide Using
Checklists,
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/sitesolution.taf?_sn=catalog2&_pn=product_deta
il&_op=2406] edited by Emily Bergman and Andrea Kappler, is designed to
help new supervisors get through tough management situations, help them
manage their time and staff, and make plans for the future. Outstanding
Library Public Relations: 60 Years of the John Cotton Dana Award,
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/sitesolution.taf?_sn=catalog2&_pn=product_deta
il&_op=2405] by Amy Shaw and Peter Deekle, is the story of John Cotton
Dana the man and the evolution of the award that bears his name....

Awards
===========================================================================
Spokane Moms to be honored with AASL Crystal Apple
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/crystalapple.cfm]
AASL President Sara Kelly Johns has selected Lisa Layera Brunkan (right),
Denette Hill, and Susan McBurney, also known as the “Spokane Moms,” as
the recipients of the 2008 Crystal Apple Award. The award is given at the
discretion of the AASL president to an individual or group that has had a
significant impact on school library media programs and students. “The
‘Spokane Moms’ successfully spearheaded a drive to get new funding for
school libraries into the Washington state budget,” said Johns....
Dollar General Literacy Foundation grant
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/americandream.cfm]
ALA announced April 21 the recipients of &ldquo;The American Dream
Starts @ your library&rdquo; grant, which helps public libraries increase
their literacy services to adult English-language learners. Each of the
34 winning libraries will receive a one-time award of $5,000. The grants
are funded by the Dollar General Literacy Foundation and implemented by
ALA....
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Mary Popp is RUSA&#8217;s Favorite Martian
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/martian.cfm]
Mary Popp, public services librarian at the Herman B. Wells Library,
Indiana University, Bloomington, is the 2008 recipient of the RUSA
Machine-Assisted Reference Section recognition certificate, also known as
the &ldquo;My Favorite Martian Award.&rdquo; The award is given to an
individual to recognize excellence in service to MARS....
John Cotton Dana winners, in color
[http://ala.org/ala/lama/lamapublications/laandm/lamhome/22n1/web_exclusive
/index.cfm]
The Spring 2008 issue of Library Administration & Management offers
exclusive color photos of all the winning entries in this year’s John
Cotton Dana Library Public Relations Award. Winning entries will be
displayed at the LAMA John Cotton Dana Library Public Relations Award
booth in the exhibit area during ALA Annual Conference, June 27–July 2,
in Anaheim, California....
Library Administration & Management 22, no. 2 (Spring)
Gordon M. Conable Conference Scholarship
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/conable.cfm]
The Freedom to Read Foundation’s Gordon M. Conable Conference Scholarship
enables a library school student or new professional to attend the ALA
Annual Conference, with a specific focus on intellectual freedom meetings
and programs. The scholarship will provide for registration,
transportation, housing for six nights, and a per diem. The application
[http://www.ala.org/ala/oif/oifprograms/ifawards/conablescholarship/Conable
main.cfm] deadline is May 5....
2008 Bobbitt National Poetry Prize winners
[http://www.loc.gov/today/pr/2008/08-082.html]
The distinguished Rebekah Johnson Bobbitt National Prize for Poetry,
created 20 years ago, will be awarded to two poets who teach at
universities in Virginia: Bob Hicok of Virginia Tech (for his book This
Clumsy Living) and Charles Wright of the University of Virginia (for
lifetime achievement). Hicok and Wright will receive the award and read
selections of their work in the Library of Congress Madison Building
April 28....
Library of Congress, Apr. 18
South Carolina&#8217;s National Library Week photo contest
[http://www.curtisrogers.info/2008winnerspressrelease.pdf] (PDF file)
During the days of April 14–16, library staff members submitted to the
South Carolina State Library a wide range of photographs of librarians
working, teaching patrons, library events, and in some cases, just having
fun doing what they love. Winner in the Best Overall category was “Quiet
Reading Time,” Lee County Public Library patron Leslie reading to her son
Sam in the reading area, submitted by Elizabeth Snyder-Powell....
South Carolina State Library, Apr. 18
===========================================================================
[http://www.tech-logic.com/]
===========================================================================
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Seen Online
===========================================================================
Net neutrality returns to the Senate
[http://www.news.com/8301-10784_3-9925517-7.html]
At a Senate Commerce Committee hearing entitled “The Future of the
Internet” April 22, Democratic politicians argued for passage of a law
designed to prohibit broadband operators from creating a fast lane for
certain internet content and applications. Their stance drew familiar
criticism from the cable industry, their Republican counterparts, and FCC
Chairman Kevin Martin, who said there’s no demonstrated need for new
rules, at this point. Sen. John Kerry (D-Mass.) is one of the backers of
a bill called the Internet Freedom Preservation Act
[http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:s.00215:], chiefly
sponsored by Byron Dorgan (D-N.Dak.) and Olympia Snowe (R-Maine)....
C|net news, Apr. 22
After big gift, a new name for NYPL
[http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/23/nyregion/23library.html]
The New York Landmarks Preservation Commission officially agreed April 22
to change the name of the New York Public Library&rsquo;s main building
on Fifth Avenue and 42nd Street to the Stephen A. Schwarzman Building.
The renaming is in honor of Schwarzman’s recent gift of $100 million,
which will go toward a $1-billion overhaul of the library system....
New York Times, Apr. 22
Video games a hit in Los Angeles County libraries
[http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-libraries17apr17,0,5658028.story]
About half of Los Angeles County’s 88 public libraries hold gaming events
at least once a month. Administrators credit the practice with helping
boost teenage attendance by about 50% since the county started a pilot
program two years ago. “It lets teens be more comfortable with the
library and become familiar with librarians,” San Fernando librarian
Lydia Harlan said. “And it’s what kids are into these days.”...
Los Angeles Times, Apr. 17
What&#8217;s new at the e-library
[http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/20/nyregion/nyregionspecial2/20Rlibrary.htm
l]
Anthony Torregrossa has always been an avid reader, but when his eyesight
started to deteriorate from macular degeneration about a year ago, he
knew he had to find a way to keep up his hobby. A frequent patron at the
Bethpage (N.Y.) Public Library on Long Island, Torregrossa decided to try
something he had never heard of before: audio books downloaded onto an
MP3 player....
New York Times, Apr. 20
Strapped South Bend libraries to cut summer hours
[http://www.southbendtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080422/NEWS01
/804220398]
The St. Joseph County (Ind.) Public Library will close all its branches
on Saturdays in June, July, and August to reduce expenses. The library
also plans to cut service hours, purchases, and staff by 12% this year
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and 12 percent in 2009. The library board voted 5–0 April 21 to approve
the requested cuts, which are in response to an estimated $791,000 loss
in tax revenue in 2009 and $1.6 million in 2010 because of Indiana’s
property-tax reform....
South Bend (Ind.) Tribune, Apr. 22
Librarian testifies in Salt Lake City pipe bomb case
[http://deseretnews.com/article/1,5143,695271017,00.html]
Thomas Zajac, accused of setting off a pipe bomb at the main Salt Lake
City Public Library in 2006, tried to convince a federal judge April 16
that charges should be dropped against him because the library does not
impact interstate commerce. SLCPL Assistant Director Britton Lund
testified that although the library is set up using city taxpayer funds,
its services indeed extend beyond state borders. The judge dismissed
[http://deseretnews.com/article/0,1249,695272719,00.html] Zajac’s motion
to drop the charges....
Salt Lake City Deseret News, Apr. 16, 22
Ghost in the New Paltz library?
[http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/20/nyregion/20ghost.html]
It appeared as a meandering shadow last October 25 in the suspense
section of the Elting Memorial Library in New Paltz, New York, pausing on
the wide plank floors in front of a bookcase. A surveillance tape picked
up the image, and the video [http://youtube.com/watch?v=GhIB6MAKUIk]
(0:33) has been viewed on YouTube by some 18,500 people so far, while
library employees and patrons continue to debate the possibilities and
recount the coincidences....
New York Times, Apr. 20
Rare Book Roadshow at UNCC
[http://www.charlotte.com/local/story/586124.html]
Dozens of collectors brought their could-be treasures to the Atkins
Library at the University of North Carolina at Charlotte April 17 for a
Rare Book Roadshow—borrowing from the title of public television’s
popular antiques show. Judging was done by John Sharpe, who spent 30
years as Duke University’s curator of rare books....
Charlotte (N.C.) Observer, Apr. 18
Gulfport library demolition won&#8217;t be delayed
[http://www.sunherald.com/201/story/509369.html]
After an hour-long debate, the Gulfport (Miss.) City Council voted 4-3
April 22 against asking the county to delay demolition of the Gulfport
Library building. Residents trying to save the building said they will
take the issue to court. Tension over the library has been growing since
February when supervisors accepted the deed for the property from the
city. The county owned the building; the city, the property. Both had to
be in the county’s name for FEMA to pay for Katrina damage....
Biloxi (Miss.) Sun-Herald, Apr. 23
School libraries and weeding
[http://www.mlive.com/news/index.ssf/2008/04/school_libraries_find_its_not.
html]
For K–12 librarians, it’s a no-brainer to toss a book that’s full of
outdated, politically incorrect information. But they say it’s a public
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relations nightmare when taxpayers find out librarians actually throw
books away. “It looked like a Nazi book-burning,” is how Grand Rapids
(Mich.) Riverside Middle School Media Specialist Becky Goodspeed
described her first few months of book-weeding in that library six years
ago....
Grand Rapids (Mich.) Press, Apr. 21
Rennison book to stay on middle-school shelves
[http://www.postcrescent.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080420/APC0101/80
4200576/1979/APCbusiness]
Parent Guy Hegg wants the book Angus, Thongs, and Full-Frontal Snogging
removed from the shelves of the Maplewood Middle School library in
Menasha, Wisconsin. Hegg said the coming-of-age novel by Louise Rennison
purveys a sexual tone that is inappropriate for 6th, 7th, and
8th-graders. But the school board voted 6–1 in closed session earlier
this week to keep the book in the library....
Appleton (Wis.) Post-Crescent, Apr. 20
Rooms that lose none of their shelf life
[http://www.telegraph.co.uk/property/main.jhtml?xml=/property/2008/04/15/pl
ibrary115.xml]
In this age of digital information, books have lost none of their appeal,
with many people carrying “old friends” they have loved reading from
house to house. So it comes as no surprise that according to a new
report—The Changing Face of British Homes, compiled by insurers Legal and
General—15% of 4,000 interviewees said they would like a library,
compared to 13% wanting a gym, 9% a music studio, and just 8% a home
cinema....
The Telegraph (U.K.), Apr. 15
European library trend: Borrowing a person
[http://women.timesonline.co.uk/tol/life_and_style/women/the_way_we_live/ar
ticle3790377.ece]
David Baker writes: “It was like the school disco all over again. As some
unexpected spring sunshine brightened up the Finchley Road last Sunday
lunchtime, 15 of us were waiting nervously in a room in Swiss Cottage’s
sleek new leisure centre to be borrowed as ‘books’ in the UK’s first ever
Living Library. The idea, which comes from Scandinavia, is simple:
Instead of books, readers can come to the library and borrow a person for
a 30-minute chat. The human ‘books’ on offer vary from event to event but
always include a healthy cross-section of stereotypes.”...
The Times (U.K.), Apr. 22
San Mateo rips plastic for Green Week
[http://sanmateodailynews.com/article/2008-4-22-sm-bags]
The San Mateo (Calif.) Public Library is doing its part for Earth Day by
encouraging patrons to take their books home in reusable bags and ditch
the plastic ones for good. The library, in partnership with eight local
merchants, is “Taming the Plastic Bag Beast” by giving away donated
reusable bags. Nearly 2,000 donated bags became available to library
patrons April 21....
San Mateo (Calif.) Daily News, Apr. 22
Library gift from T. S. Eliot&#8217;s widow
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/april/042308.txt[7/17/2014 1:28:48 PM]

[http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/article3779827.ece]
The widow of T. S. Eliot has donated £2.5 million ($4.9 million U.S.) to
help build a new wing of the world&rsquo;s largest independent lending
library, which will be named after the Nobel prize-winning poet. The gift
from Valerie Eliot follows a long-running appeal by the London Library,
of which her late husband was president for 13 years. The annex to the
167-year-old institution in St James&rsquo;s Square will be called T. S.
Eliot House. Valerie Eliot will appear at a ceremony in June....
The Times (U.K.), Apr. 20
Students hog British Library reading rooms
[http://entertainment.timesonline.co.uk/tol/arts_and_entertainment/books/ar
ticle3784828.ece]
Two years after one of the world&rsquo;s greatest libraries opened its
doors to undergraduates and anyone working on research, high-profile
writers and academics say that the struggle to find a desk is now
intolerable. Library directors stand accused of increasing visitor
numbers to boost funds and performance bonuses. Of particular irritation
is the notion that many undergraduates now come to the library to relax,
meet and text friends, and play on laptops, rather than to read books....
The Times (U.K.), Apr. 21
===========================================================================
[http://www.queenslibrary.org/jobs]
===========================================================================
Tech Talk
===========================================================================
Easy ways to go green with your computer
[http://lifehacker.com/382319/easy-ways-to-go-green-with-your-computer]
Adam Pash writes: “Not everyone can afford to install solar panels or get
a new Prius this Earth Day, but there is one place you can go green
without spending an arm and a leg or radically changing your
lifestyle—your computer. Chances are you spend the majority of your day
sitting in front of the keyboard, and a few small changes can go a long
way toward reducing its negative impact on the environment. This Earth
Day, we’ve rounded up a few simple ways you can go green with your
computer.”...
Lifehacker, Apr. 22
529 tips for better computing
[http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,2282468,00.asp]
There’s a ton of information in your computer’s user manual, but it’s
also hundreds of pages long. To become a real power user, you could read
through the entire thing, memorizing the details on each page. Or you
could turn to this tip sheet from PC Magazine, carefully organized into
nearly three dozen categories and filled with advice, how-tos, hacks, and
add-ons. For example, did you know this Word 2007 tip? When reopening a
large document, hit Shift-F5 to jump directly to the last spot you were
working on....
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PC Magazine, Apr. 21
E-book concealed within a book
[http://www.teleread.org/blog/2008/04/21/psst-a-laptop-lurks-inside-this-uk
-students-book/]
David Rothman writes: “Let&rsquo;s say your boss or your spouse hates
e-books, and you want to con them into thinking you&rsquo;re a print
purist. Why not put a secret compartment inside a hardback to conceal a
laptop you use for e-reading? A design by Kyle Bean
[http://www.kylebean.co.uk/], a student of illustration at the University
of Brighton, might be just the thing. If nothing else, this would be an
imaginative twist on the idea of fake bookselves, except that you could
actually read a whole library of e-books.”...
TeleRead, Apr. 21
Silly ways to remove data from a hard drive
[http://www.computerworld.com/action/article.do?command=viewArticleBasic&ar
ticleId=9074139]
Computerworld decided to look at YouTube to find some cheap methods of
removing sensitive data from a hard drive permanently. While some of the
behavior in these videos clearly displays an alarming level of pent-up
rage, the myriad ways identified to destroy a hard drive—from a plasma
cutter to a train to aluminothermic reactions (right)—are fascinating....
Computerworld, Apr. 18
===========================================================================
[http://americanlibrariesbuyersguide.com]
===========================================================================
Actions & Answers
===========================================================================
online free to bloggers
[http://www.techcrunch.com/2008/04/18/encyclopedia-britannica-now-free-forbloggers/]
Michael Arrington writes: “Now you can get access to the online version
of Encyclopaedia Britannica for free through a new program called
Britannica Webshare [http://britannicanet.com/]—provided that you are a
‘web publisher.’ The definition of a web publisher is rather squishy:
‘This program is intended for people who publish with some regularity on
the internet, be they bloggers, webmasters, or writers. We reserve the
right to deny participation to anyone who in our judgment doesn&rsquo;t
qualify.’ Basically, you sign up, tell them about your site URL and a
description, and they review it and decide if you&rsquo;ll get in.”...
TechCrunch, Apr. 18
Vampire parties
[http://www.yalibrarian.com/wordpress/2008/04/vampire-parties/]
Sarah Granville writes: “How does one celebrate the life, or rather
death, of the undead? With the popularity of series such as Twilight,
Vampire Kisses, and Blue Bloods, throwing a vampire party is a great way
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to get teens excited about reading. But where to begin? In my mind, every
successful party includes cake. And what better variety of cake to serve
at a party devoted to blood suckers than red velvet? If you have access
to Halloween cookie cutters, you could also decorate cookies in the
shapes of coffins, tombstones, bats, or spider web.”...
Alternative Teen Service, Apr. 15
Snacks in the stacks [http://chronicle.com/weekly/v54/i32/32a00104.htm]
(subscription required)
Andrea L. Foster writes: “When Terri Curry mentioned last month that the
library at Morningside College allowed students to eat among the books,
she did not hear appalled gasps from the crowd of librarians, deans, and
professors in front of her. What she heard was a burst of applause. Fed
by a desire to make libraries more inviting places for students to work
in groups, many colleges are installing cafes in their libraries.”...
Chronicle of Higher Education, Apr. 18
Do LC Subject Headings still matter?
[http://radicalreference.info/lcsh/2008/blog-a-thon]
Radical Reference says they do. Does LC always identify accessible and
appropriately named headings and implement them in a timely manner? RR
says not always. Between now and April 27, Radical Reference invites you
to suggest subject headings and/or cross-references that will then be
compiled and sent to the Library of Congress. You can either choose one
previously suggested by Sandy Berman (pdf
[http://jenna.openflows.com/files/lcshscorecard080415.pdf] or spreadsheet
[http://spreadsheets.google.com/pub?key=plKSWJsoXhyHjTVDCi5kwNw]) or
propose your own....
Radical Reference, Apr. 22
Scientists&#8217; life-changing books
[http://www.newscientist.com/channel/opinion/dn13647-lifechanging-books-rec
ommendations-from-17-leading-scientists.html]
A great book has the power to move, inspire, or even change lives. From
adventure tales of the Arctic to the ultimate in quantum weirdness, here
are the books that have left a lasting impression on some of the
world&rsquo;s top scientists, including Oliver Sacks, Michio Kaku, Jane
Goodall, and more. Geneticist Steve Jones said Fridtjof Nansen’s Farthest
North is “an account of an attempt in the late 19th century to drift
through the Arctic ice in a wooden ship called the Fram.”...
New Scientist, Apr. 10
Some libraries shun Google in digitization battle
[http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=89850150] (podcast)
Technology has made it possible to make books accessible to anyone,
anywhere. But in the effort to digitize the world’s books, there’s a
fight brewing over who should control tomorrow’s virtual libraries, and
how open they should be. Some libraries in the Boston area are choosing
to pay to digitize their collections rather than accept offers from
Google and Microsoft to do it for free. Listen to this 5:56 podcast....
All Things Considered, National Public Radio, Apr. 22
SLA honors its green members and units
[http://www.sla.org/content/SLA/pressroom/pressrelease/08pr/pr2808.cfm]
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In recognition of Earth Day, Special Libraries Association President
Stephen Abram announced April 22 that he is accepting nominations for a
special Presidential Citation honoring SLA “Knowledge to Go Green”
Champions. Recipients will be announced at the SLA Leadership Summit in
January 2009 to mark the inaugural year of SLA's Knowledge to Go Green
initiative....
Special Libraries Association, Apr. 22
GPO study of regional depositories
[http://www.fdlp.gov/regionals/study.html]
The U.S. Government Printing Office has been directed by the Joint
Committee on Printing to conduct a study on the conditions of regional
depository libraries. The purpose of the study is to evaluate the extent
to which public access to federal depository resources may be impaired by
organizational, financial, technological, or other conditions affecting
regional libraries. The findings are to be delivered to the JCP by June
1. GPO is asking for comments on the components of the draft report....
FDLP Desktop, Apr. 10
treatment at BEA 2008 [http://www.unshelved.com/hosted/bea2008/]
Every other week between now and BookExpo America in Los Angeles (May
29–June 1), Unshelved will draw winners for the following prizes:
Appearances in an upcoming Unshelved comic strip, coffee @ BEA with Bill
Barnes and Gene Ambaum, gold autographing passes, discounts on shipping
books, free Author’s Breakfast tickets of your choice, and free Lewis
Black tickets. To qualify you must be a librarian or educator who
registers for BEA 2008 through the link on the Unshelved page....
Unshelved
Why I like National Poetry Month
[http://www.fsgpoetry.com/fsg/2008/04/guess-who-hates.html]
Ami Greko writes: “I don&rsquo;t mean to say that you have to live in a
big city to be able to turn your nose up at the idea of a month devoted
to poetry. I am pretty sure that if you&rsquo;re a person who spends a
lot of time writing poetry, or reading poetry, or hanging out with poets,
then the idea of National Poetry Month sounds stupid, whether you live in
Terre Haute or San Francisco. But let&rsquo;s be honest: It takes a lot
more effort to be a full-time poetry fan if you are also a full-time
resident of a city lacking a significant university population or growth
industry. And this is why I am a fan of National Poetry Month.”...
The Best Words in Their Best Order, Apr. 14
Karen Coyle in Kosovo
[http://kcoyle.blogspot.com/2008/04/last-day-in-kosovo-and-various-thoughts
.html]
Coyle writes: “Libraries in Kosovo have existed in deep isolation for a
long time. First, they need to restore the physical spaces. Many
libraries became government or military offices during the conflict of
the late 1990s. Next, they need books. Then they need a way to create a
catalog, and it has to be cheap, if not free, and must run on absolutely
minimal hardware. The librarians need training. They have moved from a
Soviet-style system to a decade (at least) of disruption of civic life,
and now they wish to embrace the West.”...
Coyle’s InFormation, Apr. 20
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The Monkey Song (with a nod to Louis Prima)
[http://meredith.wolfwater.com/wordpress/index.php/2008/04/20/the-monkey-so
ng-with-a-hat-tip-to-louis-prima/]
American Libraries columnist Meredith Farkas writes: “Every few months, I
get an email from someone in library school or a new librarian basically
asking me how I&rsquo;ve accomplished all that I have in this profession
in three years and how they can do the same. Five years ago, I felt
trapped in a profession I was miserable in. Now, things couldn&rsquo;t be
more opposite. But I really struggle to offer advice when I get emails
like this, because there&rsquo;s no answer I could give that would really
be useful. But I&rsquo;ll give it a try anyway.”...
Information Wants to Be Free, Apr. 20
Beat traffic with Google Maps
[http://google-latlong.blogspot.com/2008/04/new-ways-to-beat-traffic-with-g
oogle.html]
During the last several months a team of Googlers has been charged with
bringing you the latest and greatest in traffic congestion information.
Now in Google Maps you can see what the traffic is typically like at any
given day and time, making planning a drive easier than ever by helping
you avoid likely congestion. Also, it displays accidents, construction,
and road closures in most areas where there is traffic coverage....
Google Lat Long Blog, Apr. 17
[http://www.rittenhouse.com/]
===========================================================================
[http://www.preparetraining.com/landing/08ptpadsaz802.asp?gad=CLn-wfwEEggps
ZO-vjF8kRitg-X-AyDp46Q6]
===========================================================================
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/annual/2008a/geninfo.htm]
ALA Annual Conference
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/annual/2008a/home.htm] in
Anaheim, California, June 26–July 2. ALA will accommodate
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/annual/2008a/access.cfm]
attendees with special physical or communication needs. If you have any
special requests that ALA can reasonably provide, please contact Anne
Weglewski [mailto:aweglewski@ala.org] before May 18.
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=home]
The April 15 issue of Booklist
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=home] offers a Spotlight
on Historical Fiction, as well as a Spring Reference Database Update by
Mary Ellen Quinn. NEW! From Booklist.
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Homegrown Superstars Say READ to Succeed

GPO helps celebrate School Library Media Month.
[http://bookstore.gpo.gov/collections/school-library-media.jsp] To
acknowledge and celebrate the school library media specialists in our
nation&rsquo;s elementary and secondary schools, the Government Printing
Office is offering for sale several of its publications that focus on
graphics and media.
Career Leads from
[http://joblist.ala.org/]
Small Business Librarian II,
[http://joblist.ala.org/modules/jobseeker/controller.cfm?scr=jobdetail&jobi
d=10233] Cecil County Public Library, Elkton, Maryland. Under the general
supervision of the Branch Services Manager, the Small Business Librarian
will develop, manage, and deliver a full range of effective and
innovative reference and information services to prospective and
established small business owners. Works cooperatively with Branch
Librarians to develop and enhance services in all libraries....
@ More jobs [http://joblist.ala.org/]...

YA Author Coffee Klatch in Anaheim.
[http://wikis.ala.org/yalsa/index.php/YALSA_at_the_2008_ALA_Annual_Conferen
ce#SUNDAY_JUNE_29] Want to have coffee and meet authors from YALSA’s Best
Books for Young Adults list? Come to the Klatch! This informal Sunday
breakfast (June 29, 9–10 a.m.) will give you the opportunity to mingle
with such authors as Mary Pearson, Gary Schmidt, Susan Beth Pfeffer,
Barry Lyga, Margarita Engle, Jay Asher, John Green, and many more.
Tickets are only $19.
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Digital Library of the Week
[http://reflections.mndigital.org/cdm4/item_viewer.php?CISOROOT=%2Fnpa&CISO
PTR=57&DMSCALE=15.65762&DMWIDTH=600&DMHEIGHT=600&DMMODE=viewer&DMFULL=0&DMO
LDSCALE=3.05499&DMX=0&DMY=0&DMTEXT=%2520tornado&DMTHUMB=1&REC=20&DMROTATE=0
&x=87&y=35]
Minnesota Reflections [http://reflections.mndigital.org/] features more
than 20,000 digital copies of primary resources about Minnesota,
including photographs, maps, and documents (with transcriptions). This
database project of the Minnesota Digital Library is in its fourth year
of providing digital resources to historical organizations across the
state. More than 90 organizations have participated in the project to
date. The Minnesota Digital Library is a primarily volunteer organization
supported by LSTA grants from the Minnesota Department of Education.
Do you know of a digital library collection that we can mention in this
AL Direct feature? Tell us about it. [mailto:aldirect@ala.org]

Public Perception
How the World
Sees Us
“Brenda meant something different to everyone on the library staff, and
that meaningful something was never anything good. To some she was the
person who told them they looked like a slob, commented about their
weight gain, or asked if someone’s son was mentally challenged. . . . She
wasn’t the kind of person anyone would wish dead, but she wouldn’t be
missed if she was pushed off a tall building.”
?Scott Douglas [La Counte], Quiet, Please: Dispatches from a Public
Librarian (Da Capo Press, 2008).

Help a mom save money on Mother’s Day. The Social Security Administration
is asking libraries to publicize the extra help that is available under
Medicare Part D. This year&rsquo;s message is &ldquo;I helped my mom save
$3,600 on prescription drugs. You Can Too!&rdquo; Libraries can help in
this effort by referring to this Social Security page
[http://www.ssa.gov/prescriptionhelp/lavender.htm] in your newsletters,
blogs, or websites. Social Security also has a Mother&rsquo;s Day
pamphlet available upon request in packets of 100, free of charge, for
display and distribution at libraries. Contact Maria Artista-Cuchna
[mailto:Maria.Artista-Cuchna@ssa.gov] with your name, mailing address,
phone number, and quantity you need.
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Ask the ALA Librarian

Q. I'm looking for resources on employee safety, safety tools and
equipment, and safety procedures that mostly apply to the work that is
done in the library environment, such as recommended ladders or step
stools, bending and lifting, specialized equipment, etc. Can you help?
A. This is one of those areas where you will want to consult with the
general physical plant or trades manager at your university or in your
municipality as well as to review the specific library literature. The
Federal U.S. Department of Labor Occupational Safety &amp; Health
Administration [http://www.osha.gov/index.html] has established many
guidelines for workplace safety, on such things as use of ladders and
latex allergies. There may also be local requirements or work rules that
should be followed, though the basic principles of safety and security
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Equipment_and_Facilities_Management#Safety_and_Security] may
need to be adapted for the
library environment. For example, an optimal workstation set up
[http://www.lib.utexas.edu/ergonomics/] may need to be adapted
[http://www.flickr.com/photos/85521254@N00/] (scroll down past the golf
courses!) in a library workroom to accommodate the books. From the ALA
Professional Tips wiki.
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Ergonomics_and_Workplace_S
afety]
@ The ALA Librarian [mailto:AskTheLibrarian@ala.org] welcomes your
questions.

Calendar
May 8–9:
OCLC Eastern and SOLINET,
[http://www.oclc.org/eastern/membership/events/teens.htm] Engaging Teens
Conference, Arlington County (Va.) Public Library. This first-ever
conference on teen programming in libraries is for librarians, educators,
and staff who work with teens.
May 12–14:
Asociaci&oacute;n Mexicana de Bibliotecarios,
[http://jornadas.ambac.org.mx/] XXXIX Jornadas Mexicanas de
Biblioteconomía, Ciudad de Chihuahua. “Las bibliotecas, repositorios
dinámicos del conocimiento.”
May 14–16:
Ohio Valley Group of Technical Services Librarians,
[http://www.libraries.wright.edu/conference/ovgtsl/] Annual Conference,
Hope Hotel and Conference Center, Dayton. &ldquo;Technical Services
Taking Flight: Soaring to New Heights of Innovation.&rdquo;
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May 14–17:
National Genealogical Society, [http://www.eshow2000.com/ngs/index.cfm]
Annual Conference, Kansas City, Missouri. “Show Me the Nation’s Records.”
Contact: NGS. [mailto:conference@ngsgenealogy.org]
May 16–21:
Medical Library Association, [http://www.mlanet.org/am/] Annual
Conference, Chicago. &ldquo;Connections: Bridging the Gaps.&rdquo;
May 21–22:
Ohio Library Council, [http://www.olc.org/Management08Conferences.asp]
Management Conference, Columbus.
May 21–24:
Canadian Library Association, [http://www.cla.ca/conference/2008/] Annual
Conference, Vancouver. &ldquo;Libraries and Publishing 3.0: Connecting
Authors to Readers in the Digital Age.&rdquo;
May 22–23:
WebVisions, [http://www.webvisionsevent.com/] Portland, Oregon. Explore
the future of web design.
May 30–
June 1:
Canadian Association for Conservation of Cultural Property,
[http://www.cac-accr.ca/english/e-CAC-conference.asp] Annual Conference,
Bibliothèque et Archives Nationales du Québec, Montreal.
June 1–4:
Academic Library Advancement and Development Network Conference,
[http://www.lib.utexas.edu/aladn/] Driskill Hotel, Austin, Texas.
June 5–7:
Canadian Association for Information Science,
[http://www.cais-acsi.ca/2008call.htm] Annual Conference, University of
British Columbia, Vancouver. &ldquo;Information Beyond Borders: LIS
Interacting With Other Disciplines.&rdquo;
June 15–18:
Special Libraries Association,
[http://www.sla.org/content/Events/conference/ac2008/index.cfm] Annual
Conference, Seattle.
@ More [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/calendar/calendar.cfm]...
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U.S. & World News
Mesa seeks alternatives to
eliminating school librarians

Reacting to concerns voiced by library
advocates over its decision to eliminate all 87
of its school library media specialist positions
over the next three years, the board of the
Mesa (Ariz.) Public School District has called
for alternative suggestions for dealing with the district’s budgetary
crisis. At an April 22 meeting, school board President Rich Crandall
asked the library supporters in attendance to send him “fresh and
concrete ideas” over the next two weeks, said Ann Ewbank, education
liaison librarian at Arizona State University in Phoenix....

Bridgeport mayor proposes 25% cut in
library budget

Mayor Bill Finch has proposed a $1.1-million cut in
next year’s funding for Bridgeport (Conn.) Public
Library. The 25% reduction in the operating budget
would require laying off one-third of the staff and the
likely closing of branches. City Librarian Scott Hughes
said the cuts would “essentially shut all four
branches” and added that the current economic picture makes the
timing of the cuts particularly bad....

Iowa Senate rejects movie-loaning restrictions

The Iowa state Senate voted 31–17 April 23 against an amendment to
an education appropriations bill that would have prohibited libraries that
receive state funds from loaning R-rated films to children under 18....

Post-Katrina preservationists fight
on in Gulfport
Almost three years after Hurricane Katrina
ripped through the Gulf of Mexico, a
determined group of architectural
preservationists in Gulfport, Mississippi, is
fighting to save Harrison County (Miss.) Public
Library’s devastated Gulfport Public Library
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ALA Annual Conference
in Anaheim, California,
June 26–July 2. Don’t
miss these special events
in Anaheim: The
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(right) from the wrecking ball. The activists, who have formed We the
People, met April 23 with legal counsel to strategize their next move as
an April 29 deadline loomed for receiving bids to demolish the
downtown beachfront facility, whose first floor was ruined....

ALA/ProQuest
Scholarship Bash at the
Disneyland Resort and the
SupER Tuesday Closing
Reception on the
Exhibits Floor!

ALA News
New brief on public library
internet connectivity

In the first of a series of reports related to
technology access in U.S. public libraries,
the ALA Office for Research and Statistics
is drawing attention to challenges and opportunities related to available
bandwidth for patron internet access and online library services. The
issues brief draws from national data published in the Public Library
Funding and Technology Access Study. Internet Connectivity in U.S.
Public Libraries (PDF file) describes the range of services public libraries
broker on behalf of their users....

Regional library cooperatives and highspeed internet

The Office for Information Technology Policy has
released Regional Library Cooperatives and the Future
of Broadband (PDF file), a report detailing the best
practices, successful strategies, and challenges of
regional library cooperatives as they help libraries
obtain high-speed connectivity. RLCs are key
institutions in promoting and supporting high-speed
broadband in libraries, especially for rural and less affluent areas....

View or request a
Spring/Summer
2008 catalog of all
the available ALA
Editions titles. NEW!
From ALA Editions.
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District Dispatch, Apr. 25

2008 Empowerment for Library
Support Staff

The surf’s up in Anaheim, and all library support
staff are invited to Ride the Wave to
Empowerment at the 2008 ALA Annual Conference,
June 28–29. No bikinis or Speedos are required to
hear about customer service from the professionals at Disney; learn
about workplace safety from nationally known security expert Warren
Graham; or find out how to think on your feet and avoid the ever
looming Dysfunction Junction, with popular speakers Gail Johnson and
Pam Parr from Face to Face Communications....

Library Legislative Day: What to know before you go

At an April 16 webinar presented by the Washington Office, advocacy
guru Stephanie Vance shared some excellent ways library staff can not
only prepare for Library Legislative Day on May 13–14, but also prepare
for other other advocacy efforts at any level of government. Vance
covered five planning steps for National Legislative Day....
BlogJunction, Apr. 17

Social networking at ALA
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Mary Ghikas writes: “Active participation in the
conversations that keep an association live have a
long history at ALA, but over the last few years, that
participation has become increasingly varied and
diverse. I realized my current sense of the volume of
social networking and online community activity at
ALA was ‘lots’ and ‘more’—generally correct, but
hardly specific. So, I went in search of some data. Here’s what I found
—and it represents an impressive contribution from both members and
staff.”...
ALA Marginalia, Apr. 30

Ozzie Smith PSAs available in Second Life

Public service announcements featuring baseball hall of famer Ozzie
Smith, spokesperson for Step Up to the Plate @ your library, are now
available in Second Life. In the PSAs Smith discusses the Step Up to
the Plate program and the value of libraries. Librarians in Second Life
can visit the ALA Island to watch the videos at the Public Information
Office kiosk....

IRS thanks libraries for public service

On April 24, ALA received a letter from the Internal
Revenue Service congratulating us on the 50th
anniversary of National Library Week and thanking
libraries for their continued excellent service to the
public. Kathy K. Petronchak wrote: “We appreciate the
important role libraries play in meeting individual needs
for tax help and information. A recent example is the excellent
assistance librarians provided to taxpayers entitled to Economic
Stimulus payments. We are now strengthening our partnership with
libraries in a new area, meeting the unique needs of small business tax
filers.”...
District Dispatch, Apr. 29

Find an ALA-accredited LIS
program near you

The Office for Accreditation has created a
Google map that shows the locations of all
ALA-accredited LIS schools. The map includes
main campus locations as well as other
locations where the entire degree can be
completed, and it offers links to each
school’s entry in the office’s directory of
accredited programs....

Changes in ALA-accredited LIS programs, 2006–2007

Karen O’Brien summarizes all the changes in full-time faculty numbers,
student enrollment, and funding for ALA-accredited programs between
fall 2006 and fall 2007. Data were extracted from statistical trend
spreadsheets prepared by the ALA Office for Accreditation, based on
information that institutions provide to the Association for Library and
Information Science Education and the office annually by December 1....

The ALA election polls
have closed, and the
votes are being tallied.
Results will be
announced on Friday,
May 2. A total of 17,089
members voted (29%),
compared to 15,031
(27%) in 2007. Only
1,434 members completed
a paper ballot this year.

Career Leads
from

Director, Iron Range
Research Center,
Ironworld Discovery
Center, Chisholm,
Minnesota. Do you have
a mix of public and
academic library
experience? Do you
love history and
genealogy? The Iron
Range Research Center,
located in Minnesota’s
north woods near the
Boundary Waters Canoe
Area and thousands of
square miles of
trackless forests, seeks
a dynamic Director with
the vision to lead the
drive to improve access
to collections....

@

More jobs...

Prism 16, no. 1 (Spring 2008)
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Your Annual Conference and you
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Watch new records
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Gee willikers! Check out this swell 1950sstyle educational film that gives you the A-BCs of having a jim-dandy time at ALA Annual
Conference. It’s packed with so many super
tips that every Billy and Sue out there will
exclaim, “Golly! Can we watch it again?” Yes
indeedy, you can! (Stick around afterwards
for a few bloopers, too.) Hosted by John
Chrastka and filmed by AL’s Daniel Kraus....

Featured review: Adult books

Alpert, Mark. Final Theory. June 2008. 384p.
Simon & Schuster/Touchstone, hardcover (9781-4165-7287-9).
Although David Swift wanted to become a
scientist like his beloved professor, Dr. Hans
Kleinman, he couldn’t manage the math.
Instead, he wrote a best-selling book about
Albert Einstein. Now Swift is shocked to learn
that his elderly mentor has been brutally
tortured. With his dying breaths, Kleinman tells Swift that,
contrary to common knowledge, Einstein did complete his
unified field theory, but the consequences were so
catastrophic, he kept it secret. Now the feds and the sadistic
Chechnyan who attacked Kleinman will do anything to secure
Einstein’s secret formula. Accordingly, Swift must live up to his
name, outrun his vicious assailants, and find Einstein’s hidden
notebooks. With the help of cool-under-pressure Monique
Reynolds, a resourceful African American physicist, Swift leads
a wildly choreographed chase....

@

Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....

Anaheim Update
The ERT silent auction goes
Hollywood

Sponsor a donation to the Exhibits Round
Table silent auction in Anaheim and your
company name, logo, and product will appear on the official conference
program’s silent auction page and receive other free publicity. If you
don’t have something with a Hollywood theme, you can pair your
product with another that does (such as movie tickets for a year or a
wide-screen TV). Fill out the online donation form by May 1 to be
included in all of the print promotions. Revenue from the auction will
help fund ALA scholarships....

Share your Annual Conference photos and opinions
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added to WorldCat every
8 seconds.

Digital Library
of the Week

The Digital Library of
Georgia is a gateway to
Georgia’s history and
culture found in
digitized books,
manuscripts,
photographs,
government documents,
newspapers, maps,
audio, video, and other
resources. DLG connects
users to 500,000 digital
objects in 105
collections from 60
institutions and 100
government agencies.
Though this represents
only a fraction of
Georgia’s cultural
treasures, DLG
continues to grow
through its partnerships
with libraries, archives,
museums, government
agencies, and allied
organizations across the
state. Based at the
University of Georgia
Libraries, the Digital
Library of Georgia is an
initiative of GALILEO,
the state’s virtual
library. Recent additions
include materials on the
1936 Gainesville
tornado, industrial films
of the Georgia Marble
Company, the Athens
Woman’s Club and
social reform, the
University of Georgia
Bumble-bee (1889–
1902), and the Georgia
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All attendees and exhibitors at the 2008 ALA Annual Conference are
welcome to share photos and memories with the library community.
The Flickr Group for attendees and exhibitors is up and running. Tag
your photos as ALA2008, ALAAnnual2008, or ALAinAnaheim. Do you
write a blog? Add it to the list of official annual conference blogs....

Raymond Chandler LA bus tour

Esotouric is offering a special edition of its Raymond
Chandler In A Lonely Place bus tour July 1 exclusively
for ALA members, departing from Anaheim for points
noir. City Lights Books has donated 10 copies of its Los
Angeles anthology Another City to be raffled off among
the passengers. The tour will dig deep into Chandler’s
life and his fiction in downtown Los Angeles, featuring
stops at the Oviatt Building, Lady in The Lake’s Treloar
Building, the Barclay Hotel (aka the Van Nuys, site of
the icepick murder in The Little Sister), Bunker Hill, and Union
Station....
Esotouric

Division News
Register for the LITA National Forum

Online registration is available beginning May 1 for the 2008 LITA
National Forum, “Technology and Community: Building the Techno
Community Library,” October 16–19 at the Hilton Netherland Plaza
Hotel, Cincinnati, Ohio. Keynote sessions will include speakers Michael
Porter, community product manager for WebJunction, and R. David
Lankes, director of the Information Institute of Syracuse University....

ALSC National Institute registration
open

Registration for the ALSC 2008 National Institute is
now open with a discounted rate for students and
special early-bird pricing for ALSC members through
June 30. The institute, to take place September 18–20 at the Hilton
Salt Lake City Center, Utah, is designed for youth library staff,
children’s literature experts, and education and library school faculty....

Official and Statistical
Register (1922–1990).
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.

Public
Perception
How the World
Sees Us

“However nimbly
they have adapted,
modernised, lost
books and gained
technology, become
determinedly
‘functional’ as
invaluable resource
centres rather than
bookstores, the
libraries are always
needing to boost
their profile. They
need more
borrowers and yet
one of their biggest
problems, in my
experience, is that
‘borrowing’ is not a
readily understood
modern concept,
however wellembedded it was in
Carnegie’s day.”
—Julia Eccleshare, children’s
books editor for The
Guardian, in “Whatever
Happened to Book
Borrowers?” The Guardian
Books Blog, Apr. 29.

Teens’ Top Ten nominations

Nominations for YALSA’s annual Teens’ Top Ten are now available (PDF
file). The division encourages teens to read the 26 nominees before the
national TTT vote, which will take place during Teen Read Week,
October 12–18. Nominated titles were published between January 2007
and March 15, 2008, and chosen by the 15 teen book groups in
YALSA’s YA Galley Project....

YALSA seeks teen book groups for Teens’ Top Ten

YALSA is accepting applications from young adult book discussion
groups who wish to be considered for YALSA’s YA Galley/Teens’ Top Ten
project. YA Galley is an ongoing project in which publishers of young
adult books provide copies of their recent titles to teen book discussion
groups in libraries. In exchange, teen readers evaluate books for the
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Help build a
community in
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publishers. The YA Galley committee will select 15 groups during the
ALA’s Annual Meeting in Anaheim this June....

Read for the fun of it during Teen Read Week

YALSA has launched Teen Read Week 2008 with a theme of “Books with
Bite @ your library,” encouraging teens to read, just for the fun of it.
Teen Read Week is October 12–18....

Thousands celebrate Teen Tech Week

More than 1,500 libraries across the country celebrated their nonprint
and technological resources for teens during this year’s Teen Tech
Week, March 2–8, which used the theme “Tune In @ your library.” Next
year, TTW will take place March 8–14 with the theme “Press Play @
your library.”...

Panel of preservation professionals at Anaheim

The ALCTS Preservation Issues in Small to Mid-sized Libraries
Discussion Group will host a panel of representatives from five
preservation service providers (Amigos, MACC, NCPC, NEDCC, and
SOLINET) at Disney’s Paradise Pier Hotel in Anaheim on June 29. Each
member of the group will provide a 10-minute overview of their
services and then answer questions....

New ACRL titles

ACRL’s new Information Literacy Instruction Handbook is
designed primarily for librarians new to teaching or
managing information literacy instruction. It also serves
as a one-stop refresher source on key topics for more
experienced librarians. Edited by Christopher N. Cox and
Elizabeth Blakesley Lindsay, the handbook was developed
under the aegis of the ACRL Instruction Section. ACRL
also has a new title in its CLIP Note series, on copyright
policies. Compiled by Patricia Keogh and Rachel Crowley, the
monograph serves as a resource for the creation or updating of
academic library and campus copyright policies....

Anaheim
Volunteer for this daylong service project,
Libraries Build
Communities (Friday,
June 27), and help
make a huge
difference to schools
and libraries drastically
affected by cuts in
staff and budgets.
Register now ($10 fee
is contributed to local
library funds; lunch
and a T-shirt
included). Volunteers
can choose their
projects: distributing
food, cataloging,
inventorying,
archiving, designing a
bulletin board,
cleaning up a catalog,
and many others.

Ask the ALA
Librarian

Library instruction chefs wanted

Doug Cook and Ryan Sittler are working on an ACRL Library Instruction
Cookbook that will contain recipes (i.e., assignments) suitable for
undergraduate students who are learning library research techniques.
Proposals must be emailed to Doug and Ryan by May 15. If your
proposal is accepted, it will need to be ready by December 31. The
cookbook will debut at the 2009 ALA Annual Conference in Chicago....
Library Instruction Cookbook

Round Table News
What is a “learning commons”?

(PDF file)

Billie Peterson at Baylor University answers that question in the Library
Instruction Round Table newsletter: “Where an information commons
is/was used for knowledge seeking, a learning commons is used for
knowledge creation. The library remains the most viable location for
these learning spaces because of its rich body of resources and, more
importantly, because of the continued intrinsic value of the library as a
vibrant academic life center.”...
LIRT News, Mar., p. 8
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Q. Does ALA have
any guidelines or
sample policies for
labeling books for
the shelves?
A. Although ALA has
established standards
and guidelines for a
range of library
activities, none of
these cover shelf
preparation or
physical processing of
library materials.
Consistent practices,
which library users
have become
accustomed to, do
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Awards
Library Interior Design Competition

LAMA and the International Interior Design
Association have selected nine winners and two
honorable mentions from projects submitted to the
2008 Library Interior Design Competition. The
biennial awards honor excellence in library interior
design, incorporating aesthetics, design creativity,
function, and satisfaction of the client’s
objectives....

2008 Diversity Research Grants: Deadline extended

The ALA Office for Diversity has extended its deadline for proposals for
the 2008 Diversity Research Grants to May 19. The grant consists of a
one-time $2,000 award for original research and a $500 travel grant to
attend and present at ALA Annual Conference. Electronic proposals are
preferred and should be submitted in a Word document attachment....

Three winners of RUSA Emerald Research Grants

Two $5,000 cash awards donated by Emerald Group Publishing have
gone to three librarians to support research in business librarianship.
Amy Van Scoy and Hyun-Duck Chung (left and center) of North Carolina
State University in Raleigh will perform research on virtual reference
transcripts. Eleonora Dubicki (right) of Monmouth University in West
Long Branch, New Jersey, will look at the research needs of business
students....

Apply for a Braddom scholarship

The deadline for submitting applications for the Diana V. Braddom
FRFDS Scholarship, administered by LAMA’s Fundraising and Financial
Development Section, is December 5. Librarians and library staff
members eager to enhance their fundraising skills through formal
financial development training are invited to submit an application
essay. Recipients will be notified by March 15, 2009....

PEN Nabokov Award goes to Cynthia
Ozick

The PEN American Center has awarded American
novelist Cynthia Ozick its Nabokov Award, which
celebrates the accomplishments of a living author
whose body of work represents achievement in a
variety of literary genres and is of enduring originality
and consummate craftsmanship. Ozick is the author of
Quarrel and Quandary (2000), Heir to the Glimmering World (2004),
and Dictation (2008). This and the other PEN Awards will be presented
in New York on May 19 at the Walter Reade Theater at Lincoln
Center....
PEN American Center, Apr. 24
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exist nevertheless.
Starting in 1911, the
ALA Publishing Board
published 32
pamphlets as the
Manual of Library
Economy, including
one for the “Shelf
Department” with
instructions for booklabels (“An increasing
number of libraries
now write the call
number directly on
the book itself using
India ink”). Similarly,
John Cotton Dana,
while director of the
Springfield (Mass.)
City Library, covered
the subject in his
Library Primer (1900),
Melville Dewey
included the topic in
his Simplified Library
School Rules (1912),
and Esther J. Piercy
included a chapter on
“Physical Preparation
of Library Materials” in
Commonsense
Cataloging (1965).
Current technical
processing
management,
however, frequently
involves the
specification of
practices in order to
contract for
preprocessing from a
vendor and the
ongoing and iterative
process of cost
analysis, and the
resources for those
areas may be helpful
for analyzing local
practices. See the ALA
Professional Tips wiki
for more.

@ The ALA Librarian
welcomes your
questions.

Calendar
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Los Angeles Times Book Prizes

The Los Angeles Times honored 2007’s most
accomplished authors at its 28th annual Book Prizes
ceremony at UCLA’s Royce Hall, held on the eve of the
Los Angeles Times Festival of Books. Gay Talese served
as master of ceremonies for the event that drew many of
the biggest names in the book world and honored Maxine
Hong Kingston with the Robert Kirsch Award for lifetime
achievement....
Los Angeles Times, Apr. 25

Young Lions Fiction Award

The Young Lions of the New York Public Library gave
their eighth annual Fiction Award April 28 to Ron Currie
Jr. for his novel God is Dead. Finalists in the contest for
writers under 35 were Ellen Litman (The Last Chicken in
America), Peter Nathaniel Malae (Teach the Free Man),
Dinaw Mengestu (The Beautiful Things That Heaven
Bears), and Emily Mitchell (The Last Summer of the
World). Passages from the novels were read by actor
Ethan Hawke and his friends....
New York Times, Apr. 29

Jane Addams Children’s Book Awards

The Jane Addams Peace Association announced the
winners of the 2008 Jane Addams Children’s Book
Awards April 28. The Escape of Oney Judge: Martha
Washington’s Slave Finds Freedom, written and
illustrated by Emily Arnold McCully and published by
Farrar Strauss Giroux, was the winner in the Books for
Younger Children category....
Jane Addams Peace Association, Apr. 28

Second Annual Sparky Video awards

Six library, student, and advocacy organizations have
announced the Second Annual Sparky Awards, a contest
that recognizes the best new short videos on the value of
access to scholarly research by inviting students to express
their views creatively. This year’s contest is organized by
SPARC (the Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources
Coalition) with additional cosponsorship by ACRL, the
Association of Research Libraries, Penn Libraries (at the
University of Pennsylvania), Students for Free Culture, and The Student
PIRGs. Entries must be received by November 30....
Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition, Apr. 30

2008 Be Innovative! awards

Library automation software company Innovative Interfaces announced
the winners of its 2008 Be Innovative! Awards April 28 at the
Innovative Users Group Annual Conference in Washington, D.C. Ryerson
University Library in Toronto won first place for an application that
enables users to access the library catalog from a Facebook page, and
Birmingham (Ala.) Public Library was recognized for using WebBridge
Link Resolver to link its OPAC to Amazon.com....
Innovative Interfaces, Apr. 28
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May 28–30:

Center for
Intellectual Property,
8th Annual Intellectual
Property Symposium,
University of Maryland
University College,
Adelphi, Maryland.
“Monopoly: Playing the
Innovation Game.”
Early bird registration
until May 9. Contact:
CIP, (240) 582-2803.

June 8–10:

Canadian Learning
Commons 3rd Annual
Conference, University
of New Brunswick,
Fredericton.

June 9–11,
17– 19:

Summer Camp for
School Librarians,
Alliance Library
System, East Peoria,
Illinois. Contact: Angie
Green.

June 16–20:

Joint Conference on
Digital Libraries,
Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania. “Bridging
Culture, Bridging
Technology.”

June 22–25:

Association of Jewish
Libraries, Annual
Convention, Marriott
Cleveland East, Ohio.

June 27:

One Big Library
Unconference, Centre
for Social Innovation,
Toronto. Sponsored by
members of the
Emerging Technologies
Interest Group at York
University Libraries. A
one-day gathering of
librarians,
technologists, and
other interested people,
talking about the
present and future of
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Seen Online
Grateful Dead archives to UC
Santa Cruz

The archives of the Bay Area rock band The
Grateful Dead—a treasure trove of more than
30 years of memorabilia that includes the
band’s first recording contract, life-size
skeletons of band members, and artwork
hand-made by its fans—are headed to the University of California,
Santa Cruz, where they will be displayed at McHenry Library. The
archive, which occupied 2,000 square feet of a Marin warehouse, has
been tended all these years by Eileen Law, who was hired in 1972 to
take care of the Deadheads, the band’s casually formed fan club....
San Francisco Chronicle, Apr. 24

Anne of Green Gables still enchants

Julia Keller writes: “Lucy Maud Montgomery’s Anne of
Green Gables was published in June 1908, which means
that very soon it will be a century old. She ultimately
would write 24 novels, including seven more about
Anne’s adventures on Prince Edward Island, and her
tales have held up well across the decades. There is a
good deal of artistry in the books, but it is so seamlessly
deployed that young readers likely won’t notice it—an
enormous tribute to the author’s skills.”...
Chicago Tribune, Apr. 27

The 50 best cult books

The Telegraph presents its selection of history’s most
notable cult writing. What is a cult book? Cult books
include some of the most cringe-making collections of
bilge ever collected between hard covers. But they also
include many of the key texts of modern feminism;
some of the best journalism and memoirs; and some of
the most entrancing and original novels in the canon. In
compiling their list, the editors were looking for the sort
of book that people wear like a leather jacket or carry
around like a totem....
The Telegraph (U.K.), Apr. 25

Vermont law would shield library records

Lawmakers in Montpelier took action this week on the confidentiality of
library records. A bill passed by the Vermont House this week—a
measure that has already passed the Senate—would make it clear in
state law that only a court order from a judge could force the release of
a library patron’s records. State law right now would allow a librarian to
release the records as she sees fit. Debate on the floor of the House
centered on a provision that would prohibit parents from accessing the
library records of a child under the age of 16....
Barre Montpelier (Vt.) Times Argus, Apr. 30

Maine librarian probes 110-year-old
murder
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libraries. Contact: One
Big Unconference.

June 29–
July 2:

International Society
for Technology in
Education, National
Educational Computing
Conference, Henry B.
Gonzales Convention
Center, San Antonio,
Texas.

July 1–4:

Ligue des
Bibliothèques
Europeénnes de
Recherche, Map
Curators Group
Conference,
Amsterdam. “The
Future of the Map
Library and the Map
Librarian.”

July 9:

Mid-Atlantic Digital
Library Conference,
Bucknell University,
Lewisburg,
Pennsylvania.

July 9–10:

Ohio Library Council,
Reference and Adult
Services Conference,
Columbus.

July 12–15:

American Association
of Law Libraries,
Annual Meeting,
Portland, Oregon.
“Energize, Explore,
Evolve!”

July 20–22:

Church and
Synagogue Library
Association, National
Conference, Greenville
Hilton, South Carolina.
“Congregational
Collections, Carolina
Connections.”
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Most people would assume that after 110 years, a
murder trail would have run cold. Not Emeric Spooner,
assistant librarian at the Buck Memorial Library in
Bucksport, Maine, who has spent the past two years
researching the grisly, unsolved murder of Sarah Ware
in the village on October 2, 1898. In March, Spooner’s research on the
subject culminated in his first book, In Search of Sarah Ware, which he
wrote to clear up some of the myths surrounding the murder. Watch a
video (1:50) on the topic....
Ellsworth (Maine) American, Apr. 24; Boston Chronicle, July 27, 2007

Florida library patrons on edge after assault

Three days after an 18-year-old woman returning books was attacked,
patrons at Bloomingdale Regional branch of the Hillsborough County
Public Library in Valrico said they have become more cautious and plan
to change their visiting habits. The unnamed victim in the April 24
attack was a local high school senior who had just turned 18. Police
arrested a 16-year-old high school freshman April 27 as a suspect in
the woman’s rape and beating. Library Director Joe Stines said he
would look into installing security cameras outside some of the county’s
25 library branches....
Tampa (Fla.) Tribune, Apr. 28–29; St. Petersburg (Fla.) Times, Apr. 28

Law library users barred from Martinsburg facility

Eastern West Virginians in need of valuable legal resources and
research assistance literally have been locked out of a publicly funded
regional law library for more than a year, according to the West Virginia
Supreme Court of Appeals Librarian Kaye L. Maerz. She could not
explain why the high court last year stopped her effort to fill the fulltime librarian position at Berkeley County Judicial Center in Martinsburg,
vacant since January 2007....

July 23–24:

Wisconsin Library
Services, WiLSWorld
2008 Conference,
Madison, Wisconsin.

July 24–27:

Digipalooza:
OverDrive User
Group Conference,
Cleveland.

July 30–
Aug. 1:

Ex Libris Users of
North America,
Annual Meeting,
California State
University, Long Beach.

@

More...

Contact Us

American Libraries
Direct

Martinsburg (W.Va.) Herald-Mail, Apr. 27

Salinas library advocates push for funds

Just how much money the city of Salinas will spend next year on its
library system and other vital city services remain in question. After
hearing impassioned pleas April 28 to provide the Salinas (Calif.) Public
Library system with more Measure V funding, an oversight committee
for the half-cent sales tax postponed completing its budget
recommendations to the city council. Library Director Elizabeth Martinez
outlined three funding options for the library system, each at a different
cost and with different potential results....
Salinas Californian, Apr. 29

Former librarian on Death Row commits
suicide

A former Broward County librarian who fatally
bludgeoned his ex-girlfriend with a hammer in 1997 was
found dead in his cell on Death Row at Union
Correctional Institution in Raiford, Florida, April 28.
William Coday bled to death after cutting himself, his
lawyer George Reres said, adding that Coday had a history of suicide
attempts. Coday had met his victim Gloria Gomez at the Broward
County Library, where he worked as a foreign languages librarian....
Fort Lauderdale South Florida Sun-Sentinel, Apr. 28; United Press International, Apr. 29

Scanning rare books for Google Book Search

In a dimly lit back room on the second level of the University of
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Michigan library’s book-shelving department, Courtney Mitchel helps a
giant desktop machine digest a rare, centuries-old Bible. Mitchel is
among hundreds of librarians from Minnesota to England making digital
versions of the most fragile of the books to be included in Google Book
Search. The manual scanning is much slower than Google’s normal
process....
Associated Press, Apr. 25

Tech Talk
Free web reference questions
answered by cellphone

ChaCha is a free cellphone service that lets you ask
any question answerable via a web search, using
almost any cellphone, by simply making a voice
call. Just dial (800) 224-2242 and state your question. In a few
minutes, you’ll get an answer via text message from one of 10,000
hired “guides”—students, stay-at-home parents, retirees, and others—
who look up the questions on the Web and reply. They get paid 20
cents per answer. (Perhaps libraries should have thought of this?)...
Wall Street Journal, Apr. 24

Podcasting in plain English

Despite being around for years, podcasting
is often misunderstood. This video (3:00)
is Common Craft’s way of building
awareness and adoption of a technology
that any computer user can use: As Lee
LeFever explains, “Podcasting means we
don’t have to depend on traditional
media.”...
Common Craft, Apr. 21

Where do you find the time for all
this stuff?

Where do people find the time to do things
like edit Wikipedia? They watch less television,
says author Clay Shirky in a fascinating talk
(16:30) at the Web 2.0 Expo in April. Shirky
makes a compelling case that people are just
learning how to deal with the “cognitive
surplus” of free time modern life affords us.
We’re waking up from the “collective bender”
of mindlessly watching sitcoms and instead, we’re choosing instead to
spend our free time volunteering, interacting, and Web 2.0’ing....
Blip.tv, Apr. 25

Google to dive deep into the ocean

Elinor Mills writes: “Google has assembled an advisory group of
oceanography experts, and in December invited researchers from
institutions around the world to the Mountain View Googleplex. There,
they discussed plans for creating a 3D oceanographic map, according to
sources familiar with the matter. The tool—for now called Google
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Ocean, though that name could change—is expected to be similar to
other 3D online mapping applications.”...
C|net News blog, Apr. 30

Top 10 strangest keyboards

Jennifer L. DeLeo writes: “Specialized features like
LED backlighting and ergonomic design have
become the standard in today’s keyboards, which
means that there’s plenty of room for a new crop
of strange keyboards to emerge into the
peripheral scene. For the past week, I’ve hunted down the most unusual
and ridiculous keyboards—and I came pretty close to Ctrl+Alt+Deleting
some of them from my head.” At right is the orbiTouch Keyless
Ergonomic Keyboard for those with repetitive strain injury, which allows
the use of hands and arms instead of fingers to type....
PC Magazine, Apr. 25

Actions & Answers
Oregon harmful-to-minors law challenged

Under a new Oregon law (ORS 167.054), a grandmother who gives her
7-year-old grandson a copy of It’s Perfectly Normal could be charged
with providing materials that are “sexually explicit” to a minor. And
under that and a second new law (ORS 167.057), booksellers,
librarians, community-based organizations, health-care providers,
parents, and other family members also are at risk, potentially facing
jail time and hefty fines up to $125,000. The ACLU of Oregon has
joined Powell’s Books in Portland and others in challenging these
laws....
American Civil Liberties Union of Oregon, Apr. 28

Last chance for ULC European Study Tour

The Urban Libraries Council will lead a tour of four
public library systems in the Netherlands, Denmark,
and Sweden, October 6–11. It will include visits to the
new central library in Amsterdam and the Library
Concept Center in Delft. Participants will then migrate
to Copenhagen to meet Danish colleagues and
participate in an international symposium hosted by the
Copenhagen Public Libraries, followed by a trip to Malmö, Sweden. The
last day to register for this tour is May 1....
Urban Libraries Council

Wii in the library

Angela Reynolds writes: “Last night we held our first Wii program, at a
very small branch of the Annapolis Valley Regional Library in Nova
Scotia. I’m talking so small that when 15 people show up for a
program, you start to worry where to put them. In a town of around
1,000 (this includes the farms and small communities nearby), we had
just that—15 people show up to play and see what Wii is all about. This
quote, priceless—‘Wow, I’ve never been here before.’ (This from the
mouth of a 10-year-old boy.)”...
ALSC Blog, Apr. 29
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Number of bloggers growing rapidly

Jacqui Cheng writes: “Some may believe that the blogging trend has
already reached its peak, but new research from Universal McCann says
otherwise. The media communications agency has published its Wave 3
report, after having interviewed 17,000 representative internet users
from around the world on their use of social media. The report points
out that the trends of both reading and writing for blogs are still
growing.”...
Ars Technica, Apr. 29

James Frey’s morning after

What’s it like to write a mega-selling memoir, then
become a household word for “liar”? Was James Frey’s
A Million Little Pieces an ex-junkie’s con job, part of a
proud literary tradition, or just the standard hype of an
increasingly embattled publishing industry? In his first
U.S. interview since Oprah nailed him, in 2006, Frey
tells his version of the story, including how his new
novel, his family, and the late Norman Mailer helped
him survive the resulting maelstrom. Frey will be an
Auditorium Speaker at ALA Annual Conference in Anaheim, June 29....
Vanity Fair, June

25 ways libraries can support a book group

Neil Hollands writes: “Libraries need to recognize book group readers as
one of their core audiences, a population that deserves extra-mile
service. Here’s my list of 25 ways that a library can support book
groups. Consider adding one or two of the practices from this list to
your repertoire.”...
Book Group Buzz, Apr. 23

How to create a Twitter conference feed

Michael Sauers writes: “For three conferences now, I’ve created a
Twitter RSS feed for those who are not at the conference to read the
posts of those that are. The method or system isn’t perfect but I think
I’ve got the major bugs worked out. So here’s how you do it.”...
The Travelin’ Librarian, Apr. 19

Virtual reference survey

Do you provide reference assistance using instant messaging or
integrated virtual reference software? Anne-Marie Deitering and Kate
Gronemyer at Oregon State University are conducting a survey on
librarians’ attitudes towards instruction during virtual reference
transactions. The survey is anonymous and should take no longer than
15 minutes to complete. Responses will be collected through May 5....
Oregon State University

Making wikis work for scholars

For all the hand-wringing over whether Wikipedia is a
legitimate source for completing college assignments,
some professors are quietly incorporating it into their
classrooms and even their research. Others, noting
features of the website that contribute to inaccuracies
and short-change the value of expertise, are building
variations on the model that are more amenable to academics and to
peer review....
Inside Higher Ed, Apr. 28

The Bibliofiles perform at TLA

Austin Public Library’s book-cart drill team,
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The Bibliofiles, maneuver their way into the
statewide winning spot at the Texas Library
Association conference in Dallas, April 16,
captured for all time in this video (7:06).
Their win earns them a shot for the world
championship title at ALA Annual
Conference in Ahaheim, California, June
29, sponsored by DEMCO....
YouTube, Apr. 23

Carl Sagan on the Library at
Alexandria

In this segment (10:33) from the first
episode of the 1980 PBS series Cosmos: A
Personal Voyage, astronomer Carl Sagan
discusses the ancient library of Alexandria
(“once the brain and glory of the greatest
city on the planet Earth”) and fantasizes
about reading the lost books it once
held....
Cosmos, “The Shores of the Cosmic Ocean,” Sept. 28, 1980
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U.S. & World News
===========================================================================
Mesa seeks alternatives to eliminating school librarians
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/april2008/mes
aschooldelaysplan.cfm]
Reacting to concerns voiced by library advocates over its decision to
eliminate all 87 of its school library media specialist positions over
the next three years, the board of the Mesa (Ariz.) Public School
District has called for alternative suggestions for dealing with the
district&rsquo;s budgetary crisis. At an April 22 meeting, school board
President Rich Crandall asked the library supporters in attendance to
send him &ldquo;fresh and concrete ideas&rdquo; over the next two weeks,
said Ann Ewbank, education liaison librarian at Arizona State University
in Phoenix....
Bridgeport mayor proposes 25% cut in library budget
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/april2008/bri
dgeportcut.cfm]
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Mayor Bill Finch has proposed a $1.1-million cut in next year&rsquo;s
funding for Bridgeport (Conn.) Public Library. The 25% reduction in the
operating budget would require laying off one-third of the staff and the
likely closing of branches. City Librarian Scott Hughes said the cuts
would &ldquo;essentially shut all four branches&rdquo; and added that the
current economic picture makes the timing of the cuts particularly bad....
Iowa Senate rejects movie-loaning restrictions
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/april2008/iow
amovieloans.cfm]
The Iowa state Senate voted 31&ndash;17 April 23 against an amendment to
an education appropriations bill that would have prohibited libraries
that receive state funds from loaning R-rated films to children under
18....
Post-Katrina preservationists fight on in Gulfport
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2008/april2008/gul
fport.cfm]
Almost three years after Hurricane Katrina ripped through the Gulf of
Mexico, a determined group of architectural preservationists in Gulfport,
Mississippi, is fighting to save Harrison County (Miss.) Public
Library&rsquo;s devastated Gulfport Public Library (right) from the
wrecking ball. The activists, who have formed We the People, met April 23
with legal counsel to strategize their next move as an April 29 deadline
loomed for receiving bids
[http://www.sunherald.com/201/story/525486.html] to demolish the downtown
beachfront facility, whose first floor was ruined....
===========================================================================
[http://www.aaslh.org/Bookshelf/]
===========================================================================
ALA News
===========================================================================
New brief on public library internet connectivity
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/ORSconnectivityreports.cfm]
In the first of a series of reports related to technology access in U.S.
public libraries, the ALA Office for Research and Statistics is drawing
attention to challenges and opportunities related to available bandwidth
for patron internet access and online library services. The issues brief
draws from national data published in the Public Library Funding and
Technology Access Study. Internet Connectivity in U.S. Public Libraries
(PDF file [http://www.ala.org/ala/ors/plftas/connectivitybrief-03.pdf])
describes the range of services public libraries broker on behalf of
their users....
Regional library cooperatives and high-speed internet
[http://www.wo.ala.org/districtdispatch/?p=465]
The Office for Information Technology Policy has released Regional
Library Cooperatives and the Future of Broadband (PDF file
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/april/043008.txt[7/17/2014 1:28:56 PM]

[http://www.ala.org/ala/washoff/oitp/2008_OITP RLCs Repor.pdf]), a report
detailing the best practices, successful strategies, and challenges of
regional library cooperatives as they help libraries obtain high-speed
connectivity. RLCs are key institutions in promoting and supporting
high-speed broadband in libraries, especially for rural and less affluent
areas....
District Dispatch, Apr. 25
2008 Empowerment for Library Support Staff
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/annual/2008a/empowerment.cfm]
The surf’s up in Anaheim, and all library support staff are invited to
Ride the Wave to Empowerment at the 2008 ALA Annual Conference, June
28–29. No bikinis or Speedos are required to hear about customer service
from the professionals at Disney; learn about workplace safety from
nationally known security expert Warren Graham; or find out how to think
on your feet and avoid the ever looming Dysfunction Junction, with
popular speakers Gail Johnson and Pam Parr from Face to Face
Communications....
Library Legislative Day: What to know before you go
[http://blog.webjunctionworks.org/index.php/2008/04/17/library-legislativeday-what-to-know-before-you-participate/]
At an April 16 webinar [http://www.wo.ala.org/districtdispatch/?p=452]
presented by the Washington Office, advocacy guru Stephanie Vance shared
some excellent ways library staff can not only prepare for Library
Legislative Day
[http://www.ala.org/ala/washoff/washevents/nlld/nlld2008.cfm] on May
13–14, but also prepare for other other advocacy efforts at any level of
government. Vance covered five planning steps for National Legislative
Day....
BlogJunction, Apr. 17
Social networking at ALA
[http://discuss.ala.org/marginalia/2008/04/30/conversations-at-ala/]
Mary Ghikas writes: “Active participation in the conversations that keep
an association live have a long history at ALA, but over the last few
years, that participation has become increasingly varied and diverse. I
realized my current sense of the volume of social networking and online
community activity at ALA was ‘lots’ and ‘more’&mdash;generally correct,
but hardly specific. So, I went in search of some data. Here&rsquo;s what
I found&mdash;and it represents an impressive contribution from both
members and staff.”...
ALA Marginalia, Apr. 30
Ozzie Smith PSAs available in Second Life
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/OzzieSL.cfm]
Public service announcements featuring baseball hall of famer Ozzie
Smith, spokesperson for Step Up to the Plate @ your library, are now
available in Second Life. In the PSAs Smith discusses the Step Up to the
Plate program and the value of libraries. Librarians in Second Life can
visit the ALA Island to watch the videos at the Public Information Office
kiosk....
IRS thanks libraries for public service
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[http://www.wo.ala.org/districtdispatch/?p=467]
On April 24, ALA received a letter
[http://www.wo.ala.org/districtdispatch/wp-content/uploads/2008/04/irs.jpg]
from the Internal Revenue Service congratulating us on the 50th
anniversary of National Library Week and thanking libraries for their
continued excellent service to the public. Kathy K. Petronchak wrote: “We
appreciate the important role libraries play in meeting individual needs
for tax help and information. A recent example is the excellent
assistance librarians provided to taxpayers entitled to Economic Stimulus
payments. We are now strengthening our partnership with libraries in a
new area, meeting the unique needs of small business tax filers.”...
District Dispatch, Apr. 29
Find an ALA-accredited LIS program near you
[http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&msa=0&msid=105865627555958965
474.000449740ea1f057a8b91&ll=41.508577,-93.515625&spn=89.94393,163.125&z=3]
The Office for Accreditation has created a Google map that shows the
locations of all ALA-accredited LIS schools. The map includes main campus
locations as well as other locations where the entire degree can be
completed, and it offers links to each school’s entry in the office’s
directory of accredited programs....
Changes in ALA-accredited LIS programs, 2006&#8211;2007
[http://ala.org/ala/accreditation/prp/prism/current/2007stats/2007Stats.cfm
]
Karen O’Brien summarizes all the changes in full-time faculty numbers,
student enrollment, and funding for ALA-accredited programs between fall
2006 and fall 2007. Data were extracted from statistical trend
spreadsheets prepared by the ALA Office for Accreditation, based on
information that institutions provide to the Association for Library and
Information Science Education and the office annually by December 1....
Prism 16, no. 1 (Spring 2008)
AL Focus
===========================================================================
Your Annual Conference and you
[http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/your-ala-annual-conference-you]
Gee willikers! Check out this swell 1950s-style educational film that
gives you the A-B-Cs of having a jim-dandy time at ALA Annual Conference.
It’s packed with so many super tips that every Billy and Sue out there
will exclaim, “Golly! Can we watch it again?” Yes indeedy, you can!
(Stick around afterwards for a few bloopers, too.) Hosted by John
Chrastka and filmed by AL’s Daniel Kraus....

Featured review: Adult books
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=2632611]
Alpert, Mark. Final Theory. June 2008. 384p. Simon & Schuster/Touchstone,
hardcover (978-1-4165-7287-9).
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Although David Swift wanted to become a scientist like his beloved
professor, Dr. Hans Kleinman, he couldn&rsquo;t manage the math. Instead,
he wrote a best-selling book about Albert Einstein. Now Swift is shocked
to learn that his elderly mentor has been brutally tortured. With his
dying breaths, Kleinman tells Swift that, contrary to common knowledge,
Einstein did complete his unified field theory, but the consequences were
so catastrophic, he kept it secret. Now the feds and the sadistic
Chechnyan who attacked Kleinman will do anything to secure
Einstein&rsquo;s secret formula. Accordingly, Swift must live up to his
name, outrun his vicious assailants, and find Einstein&rsquo;s hidden
notebooks. With the help of cool-under-pressure Monique Reynolds, a
resourceful African American physicist, Swift leads a wildly
choreographed chase....
@ Visit Booklist Online [http://www.booklistonline.com] for other reviews
and much more....

Anaheim Update
===========================================================================
The ERT silent auction goes Hollywood
[http://exhibitors.ala.org/AN08/manual/promoting/auction.html]
Sponsor a donation to the Exhibits Round Table silent auction in Anaheim
and your company name, logo, and product will appear on the official
conference program’s silent auction page and receive other free
publicity. If you don’t have something with a Hollywood theme, you can
pair your product with another that does (such as movie tickets for a
year or a wide-screen TV). Fill out the online donation form
[http://exhibitors.ala.org/AN08/manual/promoting/auction_form.html] by
May 1 to be included in all of the print promotions. Revenue from the
auction will help fund ALA scholarships....
Share your Annual Conference photos and opinions
[http://wikis.ala.org/annual2008/index.php/Photo_Sharing_and_Tagging]
All attendees and exhibitors at the 2008 ALA Annual Conference are
welcome to share photos and memories with the library community. The
Flickr Group [http://www.flickr.com/groups/annual2008/] for attendees and
exhibitors is up and running. Tag your photos as ALA2008, ALAAnnual2008,
or ALAinAnaheim. Do you write a blog? Add it to the list of official
annual conference blogs
[http://wikis.ala.org/annual2008/index.php/Blogging_Annual]....
Raymond Chandler LA bus tour [http://esotouric.com/librarians-7-1-08]
Esotouric is offering a special edition of its Raymond Chandler In A
Lonely Place [http://esotouric.com/chandler] bus tour July 1 exclusively
for ALA members, departing from Anaheim for points noir. City Lights
Books has donated 10 copies of its Los Angeles anthology Another City to
be raffled off among the passengers. The tour will dig deep into
Chandler&rsquo;s life and his fiction in downtown Los Angeles, featuring
stops at the Oviatt Building, Lady in The Lake&rsquo;s Treloar Building,
the Barclay Hotel (aka the Van Nuys, site of the icepick murder in The
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2008/april/043008.txt[7/17/2014 1:28:56 PM]

Little Sister), Bunker Hill, and Union Station....
Esotouric
===========================================================================
[http://www.tutor.com/evaluate]
===========================================================================
Division News
===========================================================================
Register for the LITA National Forum
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/litaforum08.cfm]
Online registration is available beginning May 1 for the 2008 LITA
National Forum, “Technology and Community: Building the Techno Community
Library,” October 16–19 at the Hilton Netherland Plaza Hotel, Cincinnati,
Ohio. Keynote sessions will include speakers Michael Porter, community
product manager for WebJunction, and R. David Lankes, director of the
Information Institute of Syracuse University....
ALSC National Institute registration open
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/ALSC2008institute.cfm]
Registration [http://www.ala.org/ala/alsc/alscevents/institute/index.cfm]
for the ALSC 2008 National Institute is now open with a discounted rate
for students and special early-bird pricing for ALSC members through June
30. The institute, to take place September 18–20 at the Hilton Salt Lake
City Center, Utah, is designed for youth library staff, children&rsquo;s
literature experts, and education and library school faculty....
Teens&#8217; Top Ten nominations
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/YALSAtopten.cfm]
Nominations for YALSA’s annual Teens&rsquo; Top Ten are now available
(PDF file
[http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/teenreading/teenstopten/2008_nominees.pdf]).
The division encourages teens to read the 26 nominees before the national
TTT vote, which will take place during Teen Read Week, October
12&ndash;18. Nominated titles were published between January 2007 and
March 15, 2008, and chosen by the 15 teen book groups in YALSA&rsquo;s YA
Galley Project....
YALSA seeks teen book groups for Teens&#8217; Top Ten
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/YAgalley.cfm]
YALSA is accepting applications from young adult book discussion groups
who wish to be considered for YALSA&rsquo;s YA Galley/Teens&rsquo; Top
Ten project. YA Galley is an ongoing project in which publishers of young
adult books provide copies of their recent titles to teen book discussion
groups in libraries. In exchange, teen readers evaluate books for the
publishers. The YA Galley committee will select 15 groups during the
ALA&rsquo;s Annual Meeting in Anaheim this June....
Read for the fun of it during Teen Read Week
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/TRWbookswithbite.cfm]
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YALSA has launched Teen Read Week 2008 with a theme of “Books with Bite @
your library,” encouraging teens to read, just for the fun of it. Teen
Read Week is October 12–18....
Thousands celebrate Teen Tech Week
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/TTWcelebrate.cfm]
More than 1,500 libraries across the country celebrated their nonprint
and technological resources for teens during this year&rsquo;s Teen Tech
Week, March 2–8, which used the theme “Tune In @ your library.” Next
year, TTW will take place March 8–14 with the theme “Press Play @ your
library.”...
Panel of preservation professionals at Anaheim
[http://cdm.lib.usm.edu/cdm43/preservation.php]
The ALCTS Preservation Issues in Small to Mid-sized Libraries Discussion
Group will host a panel of representatives from five preservation service
providers (Amigos, MACC, NCPC, NEDCC, and SOLINET) at Disney’s Paradise
Pier Hotel in Anaheim on June 29. Each member of the group will provide a
10-minute overview of their services and then answer questions....
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog2&_pn=product_deta
il&_op=2537]New ACRL titles
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/ACRLinfolit.cfm]
ACRL’s new Information Literacy Instruction Handbook is designed
primarily for librarians new to teaching or managing information literacy
instruction. It also serves as a one-stop refresher source on key topics
for more experienced librarians. Edited by Christopher N. Cox and
Elizabeth Blakesley Lindsay, the handbook was developed under the aegis
of the ACRL Instruction Section. ACRL also has a new title
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/ACRLclip.cfm] in its
CLIP Note series, on copyright policies.
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog2&_pn=product_deta
il&_op=2535] Compiled by Patricia Keogh and Rachel Crowley, the monograph
serves as a resource for the creation or updating of academic library and
campus copyright policies....
Library instruction chefs wanted
[http://libraryinstructioncookbook.blogspot.com/2008/03/call-for-proposals_
23.html]
Doug Cook and Ryan Sittler are working on an ACRL Library Instruction
Cookbook that will contain recipes (i.e., assignments) suitable for
undergraduate students who are learning library research techniques.
Proposals must be emailed to Doug [mailto:dr_library_guy@yahoo.com] and
Ryan [mailto:rlsittler@aol.com] by May 15. If your proposal is accepted,
it will need to be ready by December 31. The cookbook will debut at the
2009 ALA Annual Conference in Chicago....
Library Instruction Cookbook

Round Table News
===========================================================================
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What is a &#8220;learning commons&#8221;?
[http://www3.baylor.edu/LIRT/lirtnews/2008/mar08.pdf] (PDF file)
Billie Peterson at Baylor University answers that question in the Library
Instruction Round Table newsletter: “Where an information commons is/was
used for knowledge seeking, a learning commons is used for knowledge
creation. The library remains the most viable location for these learning
spaces because of its rich body of resources and, more importantly,
because of the continued intrinsic value of the library as a vibrant
academic life center.”...
LIRT News, Mar., p. 8
Awards
===========================================================================
Library Interior Design Competition
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/LAMAinteriorwinners.cfm]
LAMA and the International Interior Design Association have selected nine
winners and two honorable mentions from projects submitted to the 2008
Library Interior Design Competition. The biennial awards honor excellence
in library interior design, incorporating aesthetics, design creativity,
function, and satisfaction of the client’s objectives....
2008 Diversity Research Grants: Deadline extended
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/OFDdeadline.cfm]
The ALA Office for Diversity has extended its deadline for proposals for
the 2008 Diversity Research Grants to May 19. The grant consists of a
one-time $2,000 award for original research and a $500 travel grant to
attend and present at ALA Annual Conference. Electronic proposals are
preferred and should be submitted [mailto:diversity@ala.org] in a Word
document attachment....

Three winners of RUSA Emerald Research Grants
Two $5,000 cash awards donated by Emerald Group Publishing have gone to
three librarians to support research in business librarianship. Amy Van
Scoy and Hyun-Duck Chung
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/emeraldwinners.cfm] (left
and center) of North Carolina State University in Raleigh will perform
research on virtual reference transcripts. Eleonora Dubicki
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/emerald.cfm] (right) of
Monmouth University in West Long Branch, New Jersey, will look at the
research needs of business students....
Apply for a Braddom scholarship
[http://ala.org/ala/pressreleases2008/april2008/braddom.cfm]
The deadline for submitting applications for the Diana V. Braddom FRFDS
Scholarship, administered by LAMA’s Fundraising and Financial Development
Section, is December 5. Librarians and library staff members eager to
enhance their fundraising skills through formal financial development
training are invited to submit an application essay. Recipients will be
notified by March 15, 2009....
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PEN Nabokov Award goes to Cynthia Ozick
[http://www.pen.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/2336/prmID/1528]
The PEN American Center has awarded American novelist Cynthia Ozick its
Nabokov Award, which celebrates the accomplishments of a living author
whose body of work represents achievement in a variety of literary genres
and is of enduring originality and consummate craftsmanship. Ozick is the
author of Quarrel and Quandary (2000), Heir to the Glimmering World
(2004), and Dictation (2008). This and the other PEN Awards will be
presented in New York on May 19 at the Walter Reade Theater at Lincoln
Center....
PEN American Center, Apr. 24
Book Prizes
[http://www.latimes.com/extras/festivalofbooks/newsreleases/print_2008_02.h
tml]
The Los Angeles Times honored 2007’s most accomplished authors at its
28th annual Book Prizes ceremony at UCLA’s Royce Hall, held on the eve of
the Festival of Books. [http://latimesfestivalofbooks.com] Gay Talese
served as master of ceremonies for the event that drew many of the
biggest names in the book world and honored Maxine Hong Kingston with the
Robert Kirsch Award for lifetime achievement....
Los Angeles Times, Apr. 25
Young Lions Fiction Award
[http://papercuts.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/04/29/lit-lions/]
The Young Lions of the New York Public Library gave their eighth annual
Fiction Award April 28 to Ron Currie Jr. for his novel God is Dead.
Finalists in the contest for writers under 35 were Ellen Litman (The Last
Chicken in America), Peter Nathaniel Malae (Teach the Free Man), Dinaw
Mengestu (The Beautiful Things That Heaven Bears), and Emily Mitchell
(The Last Summer of the World). Passages from the novels were read by
actor Ethan Hawke and his friends....
New York Times, Apr. 29
Jane Addams Children&#8217;s Book Awards
[http://www.janeaddamspeace.org/index.asp]
The Jane Addams Peace Association announced the winners of the 2008 Jane
Addams Children’s Book Awards April 28. The Escape of Oney Judge: Martha
Washington&rsquo;s Slave Finds Freedom, written and illustrated by Emily
Arnold McCully and published by Farrar Strauss Giroux, was the winner in
the Books for Younger Children category....
Jane Addams Peace Association, Apr. 28
Second Annual Sparky Video awards
[http://www.arl.org/sparc/media/08-0430.shtml]
Six library, student, and advocacy organizations have announced the
Second Annual Sparky Awards, a contest that recognizes the best new short
videos on the value of access to scholarly research by inviting students
to express their views creatively. This year&rsquo;s contest is organized
by SPARC (the Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition) with
additional cosponsorship by ACRL, the Association of Research Libraries,
Penn Libraries (at the University of Pennsylvania), Students for Free
Culture, and The Student PIRGs. Entries must be received by November
30....
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Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition, Apr. 30
[http://www.iii.com/news/pr.php]2008 Be Innovative! awards
[http://www.iii.com/news/pr.php]
Library automation software company Innovative Interfaces announced the
winners of its 2008 Be Innovative! Awards April 28 at the Innovative
Users Group Annual Conference in Washington, D.C. Ryerson University
Library in Toronto won first place for an application
[http://www.ryerson.ca/library/iii/facebook.html] that enables users to
access the library catalog from a Facebook page, and Birmingham (Ala.)
Public Library was recognized for using WebBridge Link Resolver to link
its OPAC to Amazon.com....
Innovative Interfaces, Apr. 28
===========================================================================
[http://www.tech-logic.com/]
===========================================================================
Seen Online
===========================================================================
Grateful Dead archives to UC Santa Cruz
[http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2008/04/24/MNML109ACN.DTL
]
The archives of the Bay Area rock band The Grateful Dead—a treasure trove
of more than 30 years of memorabilia that includes the band’s first
recording contract, life-size skeletons of band members, and artwork
hand-made by its fans—are headed to the University of California, Santa
Cruz, where they will be displayed at McHenry Library. The archive, which
occupied 2,000 square feet of a Marin warehouse, has been tended all
these years by Eileen Law, who was hired in 1972 to take care of the
Deadheads, the band’s casually formed fan club....
San Francisco Chronicle, Apr. 24
still enchants
[http://www.chicagotribune.com/features/lifestyle/chi-litlife-main-0427apr2
7,0,7168937.column]
Julia Keller writes: “Lucy Maud Montgomery’s Anne of Green Gables was
published in June 1908, which means that very soon it will be a century
old. She ultimately would write 24 novels, including seven more about
Anne’s adventures on Prince Edward Island, and her tales have held up
well across the decades. There is a good deal of artistry in the books,
but it is so seamlessly deployed that young readers likely won’t notice
it&mdash;an enormous tribute to the author’s skills.”...
Chicago Tribune, Apr. 27
The 50 best cult books
[http://www.telegraph.co.uk/arts/main.jhtml?xml=/arts/2008/04/26/nosplit/bo
anotherlist126.xml]
The Telegraph presents its selection of history’s most notable cult
writing. What is a cult book? Cult books include some of the most
cringe-making collections of bilge ever collected between hard covers.
But they also include many of the key texts of modern feminism; some of
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the best journalism and memoirs; and some of the most entrancing and
original novels in the canon. In compiling their list, the editors were
looking for the sort of book that people wear like a leather jacket or
carry around like a totem....
The Telegraph (U.K.), Apr. 25
Vermont law would shield library records
[http://www.timesargus.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080430/NEWS01/80430
0357/1002/NEWS01]
Lawmakers in Montpelier took action this week on the confidentiality of
library records. A bill passed by the Vermont House this week—a measure
that has already passed the Senate—would make it clear in state law that
only a court order from a judge could force the release of a library
patron’s records. State law right now would allow a librarian to release
the records as she sees fit. Debate on the floor of the House centered on
a provision that would prohibit parents from accessing the library
records of a child under the age of 16....
Barre Montpelier (Vt.) Times Argus, Apr. 30
Maine librarian probes 110-year-old murder
[http://ellsworthmaine.com/site/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1
4155]
Most people would assume that after 110 years, a murder trail would have
run cold. Not Emeric Spooner, assistant librarian at the Buck Memorial
Library in Bucksport, Maine, who has spent the past two years researching
the grisly, unsolved murder of Sarah Ware in the village on October 2,
1898. In March, Spooner&rsquo;s research on the subject culminated in his
first book, In Search of Sarah Ware, which he wrote to clear up some of
the myths surrounding the murder. Watch a video [http://youtube.com/watch?v=c23nTVddRPo] (1:50) on the topic....
Ellsworth (Maine) American, Apr. 24; Boston Chronicle, July 27, 2007
Florida library patrons on edge after assault
[http://www2.tbo.com/content/2008/apr/28/me-library-patrons-on-edge/]
Three days after an 18-year-old woman returning books was attacked,
patrons at Bloomingdale Regional branch of the Hillsborough County Public
Library in Valrico said they have become more cautious and plan to change
their visiting habits. The unnamed victim in the April 24 attack was a
local high school senior who had just turned 18. Police arrested a
16-year-old high school freshman April 27 as a suspect
[http://www2.tbo.com/content/2008/apr/29/library-rape-suspects-grandmotherangry-about-his-/] in the woman’s rape and beating. Library Director Joe
Stines said he would look into installing security cameras
[http://www.tampabay.com/news/publicsafety/article477850.ece] outside
some of the county’s 25 library branches....
Tampa (Fla.) Tribune, Apr. 28–29; St. Petersburg (Fla.) Times, Apr. 28
Law library users barred from Martinsburg facility
[http://www.herald-mail.com/?cmd=displaystory&story_id=192185]
Eastern West Virginians in need of valuable legal resources and research
assistance literally have been locked out of a publicly funded regional
law library for more than a year, according to the West Virginia Supreme
Court of Appeals Librarian Kaye L. Maerz. She could not explain why the
high court last year stopped her effort to fill the full-time librarian
position at Berkeley County Judicial Center in Martinsburg, vacant since
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January 2007....
Martinsburg (W.Va.) Herald-Mail, Apr. 27
Salinas library advocates push for funds
[http://www.thecalifornian.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2008804290303]
Just how much money the city of Salinas will spend next year on its
library system and other vital city services remain in question. After
hearing impassioned pleas April 28 to provide the Salinas (Calif.) Public
Library system with more Measure V funding, an oversight committee for
the half-cent sales tax postponed completing its budget recommendations
to the city council. Library Director Elizabeth Martinez outlined three
funding options for the library system, each at a different cost and with
different potential results....
Salinas Californian, Apr. 29
Former librarian on Death Row commits suicide
[http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/local/broward/sfl-428deadinmate,0,7726699
.story]
A former Broward County librarian who fatally bludgeoned his
ex-girlfriend with a hammer in 1997 was found dead in his cell on Death
Row at Union Correctional Institution in Raiford, Florida, April 28.
William Coday bled to death after cutting himself, his lawyer George
Reres said,
[http://www.upi.com/NewsTrack/Top_News/2008/04/29/lawyer_death_row_inmate_k
illed_himself/3864/] adding that Coday had a history of suicide attempts.
Coday had met his victim Gloria Gomez at the Broward County Library,
where he worked as a foreign languages librarian....
Fort Lauderdale South Florida Sun-Sentinel, Apr. 28; United Press
International, Apr. 29
Scanning rare books for Google Book Search
[http://www.cnn.com/2008/TECH/04/25/google.books.ap/index.html]
In a dimly lit back room on the second level of the University of
Michigan library’s book-shelving department, Courtney Mitchel helps a
giant desktop machine digest a rare, centuries-old Bible. Mitchel is
among hundreds of librarians from Minnesota to England making digital
versions of the most fragile of the books to be included in Google Book
Search. The manual scanning is much slower than Google’s normal
process....
Associated Press, Apr. 25
===========================================================================
[http://www.queenslibrary.org/jobs]
===========================================================================
Tech Talk
===========================================================================
Free web reference questions answered by cellphone
[http://online.wsj.com/public/article/SB120899844381440065.html]
ChaCha is a free cellphone service [http://info.chacha.com/] that lets
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you ask any question answerable via a web search, using almost any
cellphone, by simply making a voice call. Just dial (800) 224-2242 and
state your question. In a few minutes, you’ll get an answer via text
message from one of 10,000 hired “guides”—students, stay-at-home parents,
retirees, and others—who look up the questions on the Web and reply. They
get paid 20 cents per answer. (Perhaps libraries should have thought of
this?)...
Wall Street Journal, Apr. 24
Podcasting in plain English [http://www.commoncraft.com/podcasting]
Despite being around for years, podcasting is often misunderstood. This
video (3:00) is Common Craft’s way of building awareness and adoption of
a technology that any computer user can use: As Lee LeFever explains,
“Podcasting means we don’t have to depend on traditional media.”...
Common Craft, Apr. 21
Where do you find the time for all this stuff?
[http://blip.tv/file/855937/]
Where do people find the time to do things like edit Wikipedia? They
watch less television, says author Clay Shirky in a fascinating talk
(16:30) at the Web 2.0 Expo in April. Shirky makes a compelling
case that people are just learning how to deal with the “cognitive
surplus” of free time modern life affords us. We’re waking up from the
“collective bender” of mindlessly watching sitcoms and instead, we’re
choosing instead to spend our free time volunteering, interacting, and
Web 2.0’ing....
Blip.tv, Apr. 25
Google to dive deep into the ocean
[http://www.news.com/8301-10784_3-9931412-7.html]
Elinor Mills writes: “Google has assembled an advisory group of
oceanography experts, and in December invited researchers from
institutions around the world to the Mountain View Googleplex. There,
they discussed plans for creating a 3D oceanographic map, according to
sources familiar with the matter. The tool—for now called Google Ocean,
though that name could change—is expected to be similar to other 3D
online mapping applications.”...
C|net News blog, Apr. 30
[http://www.keybowl.com/]Top 10 strangest keyboards
[http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2704,2287031,00.asp]
Jennifer L. DeLeo writes: “Specialized features like LED backlighting and
ergonomic design standard in today’s keyboards, which means that there’s
plenty of room for a new crop of strange keyboards to emerge into the
peripheral scene. For the past week, I’ve hunted down the most unusual
and ridiculous keyboards&mdash;and I came pretty close to
Ctrl+Alt+Deleting some of them from my head.” At right is the orbiTouch
Keyless Ergonomic Keyboard for those with repetitive strain injury, which
allows the use of hands and arms instead of fingers to type....
PC Magazine, Apr. 25
===========================================================================
[http://americanlibrariesbuyersguide.com]
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===========================================================================
Actions & Answers
===========================================================================
Oregon harmful-to-minors law challenged
[http://www.aclu-or.org/site/PageServer?pagename=Lit_tp_powellsbooks]
Under a new Oregon law (ORS 167.054), a grandmother who gives her
7-year-old grandson a copy of It&rsquo;s Perfectly Normal could be
charged with providing materials that are &ldquo;sexually explicit&rdquo;
to a minor. And under that and a second new law (ORS 167.057),
booksellers, librarians, community-based organizations, health-care
providers, parents, and other family members also are at risk,
potentially facing jail time and hefty fines up to $125,000. The ACLU of
Oregon has joined Powell&rsquo;s Books in Portland and others in
challenging these laws....
American Civil Liberties Union of Oregon, Apr. 28
Last chance for ULC European Study Tour
[http://www.urbanlibraries.org/events/eurotour.html]
The Urban Libraries Council will lead a tour of four public library
systems in the Netherlands, Denmark, and Sweden, October 6–11. It will
include visits to the new central library in Amsterdam and the Library
Concept Center in Delft. Participants will then migrate to Copenhagen to
meet Danish colleagues and participate in an international symposium
hosted by the Copenhagen Public Libraries, followed by a trip to Malmö,
Sweden. The last day to register for this tour is May 1....
Urban Libraries Council
Wii in the library [http://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/?p=423]
Angela Reynolds writes: “Last night we held our first Wii program, at a
very small branch of the Annapolis Valley Regional Library in Nova
Scotia. I&rsquo;m talking so small that when 15 people show up for a
program, you start to worry where to put them. In a town of around 1,000
(this includes the farms and small communities nearby), we had just
that&mdash;15 people show up to play and see what Wii is all about. This
quote, priceless&mdash;‘Wow, I&rsquo;ve never been here before.’ (This
from the mouth of a 10-year-old boy.)”...
ALSC Blog, Apr. 29
Number of bloggers growing rapidly
[http://arstechnica.com/news.ars/post/20080429-report-like-it-or-not-number
-of-bloggers-growing-rapidly.html]
Jacqui Cheng writes: “Some may believe that the blogging trend has
already reached its peak, but new research from Universal McCann
[http://www.universalmccann.com/] says otherwise. The media
communications agency has published its Wave 3 report, after having
interviewed 17,000 representative internet users from around the world on
their use of social media. The report points out that the trends of both
reading and writing for blogs are still growing.”...
Ars Technica, Apr. 29
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James Frey&#8217;s morning after
[http://www.vanityfair.com/culture/features/2008/06/frey200806]
What&rsquo;s it like to write a mega-selling memoir, then become a
household word for &ldquo;liar&rdquo;? Was James Frey&rsquo;s A Million
Little Pieces an ex-junkie&rsquo;s con job, part of a proud literary
tradition, or just the standard hype of an increasingly embattled
publishing industry? In his first U.S. interview since Oprah nailed him,
in 2006, Frey tells his version of the story, including how his new
novel, his family, and the late Norman Mailer helped him survive the
resulting maelstrom. Frey will be an Auditorium Speaker
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/annual/2008a/specialevents.cf
m#frey] at ALA Annual Conference in Anaheim, June 29....
Vanity Fair, June
25 ways libraries can support a book group
[http://bookgroupbuzz.booklistonline.com/2008/04/23/25-ways-libraries-can-s
erve-book-groups/]
Neil Hollands writes: “Libraries need to recognize book group readers as
one of their core audiences, a population that deserves extra-mile
service. Here&rsquo;s my list of 25 ways that a library can support book
groups. Consider adding one or two of the practices from this list to
your repertoire.”...
Book Group Buzz, Apr. 23
How to create a Twitter conference feed
[http://www.travelinlibrarian.info/2008/04/how-to-create-twitter-conference
-feed.html]
Michael Sauers writes: “For three conferences now, I’ve created a Twitter
RSS feed for those who are not at the conference to read the posts of
those that are. The method or system isn’t perfect but I think I’ve got
the major bugs worked out. So here’s how you do it.”...
The Travelin’ Librarian, Apr. 19
Virtual reference survey
[https://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=wjtou978Ke_2fscmtKjUkSfA_3d_3d]
Do you provide reference assistance using instant messaging or integrated
virtual reference software? Anne-Marie Deitering and Kate Gronemyer at
Oregon State University are conducting a survey on librarians’ attitudes
towards instruction during virtual reference transactions. The survey is
anonymous and should take no longer than 15 minutes to complete.
Responses will be collected through May 5....
Oregon State University
Making wikis work for scholars
[http://insidehighered.com/news/2008/04/28/wiki]
For all the hand-wringing over whether Wikipedia is a legitimate source
for completing college assignments, some professors are quietly
incorporating it into their classrooms and even their research. Others,
noting features of the website that contribute to inaccuracies and
short-change the value of expertise, are building variations on the model
that are more amenable to academics and to peer review....
Inside Higher Ed, Apr. 28
The Bibliofiles perform at TLA
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[http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k7DjD0hhXcE]
Austin Public Library’s book-cart drill team, The Bibliofiles, maneuver
their way into the statewide winning spot at the Texas Library
Association conference in Dallas, April 16, captured for all time in this
video (7:06). Their win earns them a shot for the world championship
title [http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/annual/2008a/specialeve
nts.cfm#bookcart] at ALA Annual Conference in Ahaheim, California, June
29, sponsored by DEMCO....
YouTube, Apr. 23
Carl Sagan on the Library at Alexandria
[http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jixnM7S9tLw]
In this segment (10:33) from the first episode of the 1980 PBS series
Cosmos: A Personal Voyage, astronomer Carl Sagan discusses the ancient
library of Alexandria (“once the brain and glory of the greatest city on
the planet Earth”) and fantasizes about reading the lost books it once
held....
Cosmos, “The Shores of the Cosmic Ocean,” Sept. 28, 1980
[http://www.rittenhouse.com/]
===========================================================================
[http://www.preparetraining.com/landing/08ptpadsaz803.asp?gad=CPX-wfwEEgjVw
Qb_pFPBcxitg-X-AyCd5aQ6]
===========================================================================
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/annual/2008a/geninfo.htm]
ALA Annual Conference
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/annual/2008a/home.htm] in
Anaheim, California, June 26–July 2. Don’t miss these special events in
Anaheim: The ALA/ProQuest Scholarship Bash
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/annual/2008a/specialevents.cf
m#bash] at the Disneyland Resort and the SupER Tuesday Closing Reception
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/annual/2008a/exhibits.cfm]
on the Exhibits Floor!
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog2&_pn=catreqform]
View or request a Spring/Summer 2008 catalog
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog2&_pn=catreqform]
of all the available ALA Editions titles. NEW! From ALA Editions.

In this issue
April 2008
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/tableofcontents/2008contents/apr2008.cfm]
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Going for the Green
Library Design Showcase
Makeover at the Mansion
Learning Side by Side
Homegrown Superstars Say READ to Succeed
[http://www.ala.org/ala/ourassociation/governanceofficeb/electioninfo/elect
ionschedule08.cfm]
The ALA election polls have closed, and the votes are being tallied.
Results will be announced on Friday, May 2. A total of 17,089 members
voted (29%), compared to 15,031 (27%) in 2007. Only 1,434 members
completed a paper ballot this year.
Career Leads from
[http://joblist.ala.org/]
Director, Iron Range Research Center,
[http://joblist.ala.org/modules/jobseeker/controller.cfm?scr=jobdetail&jobi
d=10268] Ironworld Discovery Center, Chisholm, Minnesota. Do you have a
mix of public and academic library experience? Do you love history and
genealogy? The Iron Range Research Center, located in Minnesota&rsquo;s
north woods near the Boundary Waters Canoe Area and thousands of square
miles of trackless forests, seeks a dynamic Director with the vision to
lead the drive to improve access to collections....
@ More jobs [http://joblist.ala.org/]...

Watch new records added [http://www.oclc.org/worldcat/newgrow.htm] to
WorldCat every 8 seconds.
Digital Library of the Week
[http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/vanishinggeorgia/id:ric251]
The Digital Library of Georgia [http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/?Welcome] is a
gateway to Georgia’s history and culture found in digitized books,
manuscripts, photographs, government documents, newspapers, maps, audio,
video, and other resources. DLG connects users to 500,000 digital objects
in 105 collections from 60 institutions and 100 government agencies.
Though this represents only a fraction of Georgia’s cultural treasures,
DLG continues to grow through its partnerships with libraries, archives,
museums, government agencies, and allied organizations across the state.
Based at the University of Georgia Libraries, the Digital Library of
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Georgia is an initiative of GALILEO, the state’s virtual library. Recent
additions include materials on the 1936 Gainesville tornado, industrial
films of the Georgia Marble Company, the Athens Woman’s Club and social
reform, the University of Georgia Bumble-bee (1889–1902), and the Georgia
Official and Statistical Register (1922–1990).
Do you know of a digital library collection that we can mention in this
AL Direct feature? Tell us about it. [mailto:aldirect@ala.org]

Public Perception
How the World
Sees Us
“However nimbly they have adapted, modernised, lost books and gained
technology, become determinedly ‘functional’ as invaluable resource
centres rather than bookstores, the libraries are always needing to boost
their profile. They need more borrowers and yet one of their biggest
problems, in my experience, is that ‘borrowing’ is not a readily
understood modern concept, however well-embedded it was in Carnegie’s
day.”
?Julia Eccleshare, children’s books editor for The Guardian, in “Whatever
Happened to Book Borrowers?” The Guardian Books Blog, Apr. 29.

Help build a community in Anaheim
Volunteer for this day-long service project, Libraries Build Communities
[http://www.ala.org/ala/cro/projectsandactivities/librariesbuildcommunities
.cfm] (Friday, June 27), and help make a huge difference to schools and
libraries drastically affected by cuts in staff and budgets. Register now
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/annual/2008a/optionalevents.c
fm#alaop] ($10 fee is contributed to local library funds; lunch and a
T-shirt included). Volunteers can choose their projects: distributing
food, cataloging, inventorying, archiving, designing a bulletin board,
cleaning up a catalog, and many others.

Ask the ALA Librarian

Q. Does ALA have any guidelines or sample policies for labeling books for
the shelves?
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A. Although ALA has established standards and guidelines
[http://www.ala.org/ala/ors/standardsa/standardsguidelines/standguide.cfm]
for a range of library activities, none of these cover shelf preparation
or physical processing of library materials. Consistent practices, which
library users have become accustomed to, do exist nevertheless. Starting
in 1911, the ALA Publishing Board published 32 pamphlets as the Manual of
Library Economy, including one for the “Shelf Department” with
instructions for book-labels (“An increasing number of libraries now
write the call number directly on the book itself using India ink”).
Similarly, John Cotton Dana, while director of the Springfield (Mass.)
City Library, covered the subject in his Library Primer (1900), Melville
Dewey included the topic in his Simplified Library School Rules (1912),
and Esther J. Piercy included a chapter on “Physical Preparation of
Library Materials” in Commonsense Cataloging (1965). Current technical
processing management, however, frequently involves the specification of
practices in order to contract for preprocessing from a vendor
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Outsourcing] and the
ongoing and iterative process of cost analysis,
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Cost_Analysis] and the
resources for those areas may be helpful for analyzing local practices.
See the ALA Professional Tips wiki
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Finding_Sample_Policies]
for more.
@ The ALA Librarian [mailto:AskTheLibrarian@ala.org] welcomes your
questions.

Calendar
May 28–30:
Center for Intellectual Property,
[http://www.umuc.edu/mkting/cip/index2.shtml] 8th Annual Intellectual
Property Symposium, University of Maryland University College, Adelphi,
Maryland. “Monopoly: Playing the Innovation Game.” Early bird
registration until May 9. Contact: CIP, (240) 582-2803.
June 8–10:
Canadian Learning Commons 3rd Annual Conference,
[http://www.lib.unb.ca/CLCC3/] University of New Brunswick, Fredericton.
June 9–11,
17–19:
Summer Camp for School Librarians,
[http://alslibraryconsultant.googlepages.com/home] Alliance Library
System, East Peoria, Illinois. Contact: Angie Green.
[mailto:agreen@alliancelibrarysystem.com]
June 16–20:
Joint Conference on Digital Libraries, [http://www.jcdl2008.org/]
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. “Bridging Culture, Bridging Technology.”
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June 22–25:
Association of Jewish Libraries,
[http://www.jewishlibraries.org/ajlweb/conventions/convention2008.htm]
Annual Convention, Marriott Cleveland East, Ohio.
June 27:
One Big Library Unconference,
[http://onebiglibrary.yorku.ca/index.php?title=Main_Page] Centre for
Social Innovation, Toronto. Sponsored by members of the Emerging
Technologies Interest Group at York University Libraries. A one-day
gathering of librarians, technologists, and other interested people,
talking about the present and future of libraries. Contact: One Big
Unconference. [mailto:onebig@yorku.ca]
June 29–
July 2:
International Society for Technology in Education,
[http://www.iste.org/necc/] National Educational Computing Conference,
Henry B. Gonzales Convention Center, San Antonio, Texas.
July 1–4:
Ligue des Biblioth&egrave;ques Europe&eacute;nnes de Recherche,
[http://liber-maps.kb.nl/programme16.html] Map Curators Group Conference,
Amsterdam. “The Future of the Map Library and the Map Librarian.”
July 9:
Mid-Atlantic Digital Library Conference,
[http://blogs.bucknell.edu/DigitalLibraryConference2008/] Bucknell
University, Lewisburg, Pennsylvania.
July 9–10:
Ohio Library Council,
[http://www.olc.org/ReferenceAdult08Conferences.asp] Reference and Adult
Services Conference, Columbus.
July 12–15:
American Association of Law Libraries, [http://www.aallnet.org/events/]
Annual Meeting, Portland, Oregon. &ldquo;Energize, Explore, Evolve!&rdquo;
July 20–22:
Church and Synagogue Library Association,
[http://cslainfo.org/conference.html] National Conference, Greenville
Hilton, South Carolina. “Congregational Collections, Carolina
Connections.”
July 23–24:
Wisconsin Library Services, [http://www.wils.wisc.edu/events/wworld08/]
WiLSWorld 2008 Conference, Madison, Wisconsin.
July 24–27:
Digipalooza: OverDrive User Group Conference,
[http://www.digipalooza.com] Cleveland.
July 30–
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Aug. 1:
Ex Libris Users of North America,
[http://el-una.org/web/eluna-2008-conference] Annual Meeting, California
State University, Long Beach.
@ More [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/calendar/calendar.cfm]...
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