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U.S. & World News
California’s $14-million
budget cut came as a surprise

Shortly after noon on August 24,
California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger
signed the FY2007–08 budget 52 days
late, ending the state’s third-longest
budget impasse in the past 30 years. In
his successful attempt to achieve a “zero
deficit” budget, the governor slashed two major library programs: the
Public Library Foundation and the Transaction Based Reimbursement
program, each reduced by $7 million. The cuts came as a complete
surprise to county librarians, who were expecting a $1-million
increase in the PLF fund that was recommended June 19 by the
Budget Conference Committee, according to the California Library
Association....

Bedford mayor nixes library outsourcing

The mayor of Bedford, Texas, cast the deciding 4–3
vote August 28 to keep city library services run
locally and decline a bid by Germantown, Maryland–
based management firm Library Systems and
Services. Mayor Jim Story took the action despite
having voted two weeks earlier to oust three library
trustees for sparring publicly with their prooutsourcing council liaison. Story also dismissed as a
false economy the fact that LSSI’s bid was $500,000 less over the
course of three years than the $764,626 proposal submitted by the
library staff....

Indiana library recalls tainted
summer reading toys

Greenwood (Ind.) Public Library has recalled 150
bendable toy dinosaurs it used as an incentive
prize in its 2007 Summer Reading program. An
August 27 announcement on the library’s website
said that the lead content of the dinosaur was
nearly double the acceptable level. The dinosaur was given to
children from preschool through 5th grade; a separate group of toys
given to babies and toddlers in the program had no problems....
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Expanding on PLA’s
highly effective Results
Series, Jeanne
Goodrich and Paula
Singer offer colleagues
a strategic approach to
the human resources
function in the library
in Human Resources
for Results. Packed
with practical tools,
this hands-on guide
includes a familiar
case study that
illustrates how the
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ALA News

information can be
applied, along with 12
workforms to help you
collect and organize
the data you need to
make informed HR
decisions. NEW! From
ALA Editions.

ALA to participate in National Book Festival

ALA will highlight reading and libraries at the seventh annual National
Book Festival in Washington, D.C., organized and sponsored by the
Library of Congress. Hosted by First Lady Laura Bush, book lovers
will gather in the nation’s capital on September 29 to celebrate
reading and lifelong literacy....

Final round of “Let’s Talk
About It” grants

The ALA Public Programs Office and
Nextbook, an organization dedicated to
promoting Jewish culture, arts, and ideas,
have announced a new round of grants
for “Let’s Talk About It: Jewish Literature
—Identity and Imagination,” a theme-based reading and discussion
series. Over the past four years, more than 250 of these grants have
been awarded to libraries in 43 states nationwide....

Libraries, schools, and
individuals that would like
to celebrate the freedom
to read and help ALA get
the word out on Banned
Books Week 2007
(September 29–October
6) may freely save the
web badge above and
mount it on their sites.
Visit the Banned Books
Week site for instructions.

Featured review: Reference

Encyclopedia of Globalization. Roland
Robertson and Jan Aart Scholte, eds.
Mar. 2007. 1,559p. Routledge (978-0415-97314-4).
Globalization is a hot topic; a search for
the term in the most recent 12 months
of the New York Times found more than
260 articles. With the aim of “student
and wider public education,” this
encyclopedia supplies about 500
alphabetically arranged articles on a
range of globalization issues. The diversity of entries
demonstrates the commitment of editors Robertson
(University of Aberdeen) and Scholte (University of Warwick)
to follow “a plural approach.” Users can find articles on social
and cultural issues (Dance, Gender, National identities);
history (Cold war, Enlightenment, Labor movements); science
and technology (Desertification, Internet, Nanotechnology);
business, industry, and economics (Banking, Credit cards,
Debt crisis, Markets, Mining industry); organizations (African
Union, World Bank Group); and other topics (Law of Outer
Space, Passports). Separate entries for countries and people
are excluded. For these, readers need to use the cumulative
indexes located at the back of each volume....
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/september/090507.htm[7/17/2014 1:10:24 PM]

In this issue
September 2007

The First

AL Direct, September 5, 2007

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
Division News
PLA conference registration opened
September 5

Registration for the 12th National Conference of
the Public Library Association opened on
September 5. Popular events such as
preconferences, tours, and author luncheons are
expected to fill up quickly. The conference will be
held March 25–29, 2008, in Minneapolis. A special
earlybird rate is available for PLA and Minnesota
Library Association members who register before January 18....

Award-winning authors to appear in
Reno

The AASL 13th National Conference and Exhibition in
Reno, Nevada, October 25–28, will feature several
children’s and young adult authors. Author Track
sessions include renowned writers Julie Anne Peters
(right, author of Luna), Marilyn Reynolds (Detour for
Emmy), Laura McGee Kvasnosky (the “Zelda and
Ivy” stories), and Kathleen Duey (“The Unicorn’s
Secret” series)....

Proposals for Teens and Technology Poster Session

The YALSA Technology for Young Adults Committee seeks presenters
for the first-ever Teens and Technology Poster Session at the ALA
Annual Conference in Anaheim, California, June 26–July 2, 2008. This
poster session will highlight innovative library services and programs
for teens that integrate technology in a way that is both effective
and replicable at other libraries. The proposal deadline is October
1....

Round Table News
New IRRT blog

At the 2007 ALA Annual Conference, International Relations Round
Table members decided to launch a blog to help implement the
group’s strategic goals. The blog is now live with the objective to
promote an interactive exchange of ideas and solutions to library
issues of interest to librarians worldwide....
International Relations Round Table blog, Aug. 26

Awards

Amendment Needs
New Clothes
Rethinking the
Library Bill of Rights
What’s a Library
Worth?
ALA Awards

It’s Library Card SignUp Month (September).
Download some short
public-service
announcements (MP3
files) and send them to
radio stations in your
community.

Career Leads
from

Digital Initiatives
Librarian, Loyola
Marymount University,
Los Angeles.
Responsible for building
a comprehensive digital
library program. Leads
Digital Projects Team
and manages projects.
Identifies content and
seeks new partners for
digital initiatives.
Designs and maintains
web presence for the
program. Performs
usability studies....

@ More jobs...

Gale to sponsor Mudge Award

Gale will sponsor the Isadore Gilbert Mudge Award, administered by
RUSA. The award of $5,000 and a citation recognizes distinguished
contributions to reference librarianship. The honor is named for
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Digital Library
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Isadore Gilbert Mudge, who was a reference librarian and
bibliographer at Columbia University in New York....

of the Week

2007 UNESCO-IRA Literacy Prize

The Community Education Administration Centre of Longsheng
Autonomous County in Guangxi Autonomous Region, China, was
awarded the $20,000 UNESCO International Reading Association
Literacy Prize for 2007. The center serves a large ethnic population
with a high illiteracy rate, especially among women....
International Reading Association

Seen Online
New Zealand librarians smock it to
fashion designer

Christchurch, New Zealand, librarians have
revived the 1960s floral smock as part of a
backlash to fashion designer Paula Ryan’s offer
of style advice to the profession. City librarians
posted images of themselves proudly wearing
their former uniform on the internet August 31
as debate raged in the profession over Ryan’s
involvement. Librarians took offense at the
offer of fashion advice from Ryan, who will
host a 60-minute style workshop for the
profession during the Library and Information Association of New
Zealand Aotearoa in Rotorua, September 9–12....
Christchurch (N.Z.) Press, Sept. 5

Drexel to transform Internet Public Library into
learning lab

Drexel University is working with the University of Michigan and
Florida State University to transform the Internet Public Library into a
virtual teaching and learning laboratory for digital reference. The
project will help librarians as well as LIS students keep up with the
new developments in digital reference services. Users want to access
information around the clock via handhelds, cell-phone text
messaging, and online virtual environments....
Computerworld, Aug. 30

Happy Endings under review by
Mississippi library

The Jackson-George Regional Library System in
Pascagoula, Mississippi, has pulled a best-selling
book by comedian Jim Norton from the shelves of
its branches until the library director completes a
review of its contents. Library system spokesman
Rex Bridges said August 30 that a complaint about
Happy Endings: The Tales of a Meaty-Breasted Zilch came through
the Ocean Springs branch. But he did not specify what the complaint
was....
Biloxi (Miss.) Sun Herald, Aug. 31

Multnomah Library a refuge for the homeless

The century-old Multnomah County Central Library is a refuge for
homeless people, offering shelter from the rain, one of the few public
toilets in downtown Portland, Oregon, and respite from the boredom
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Isaac Asimov (1920–
1992) was one of the
greatest science fiction
writers of the 20th
century. Many critics,
scientists, and educators
believe Asimov’s
greatest talent was for
popularizing or, as he
called it, “translating”
science for the lay
reader. This online
display features visuals
and descriptions of
some of the more than
600 books, games,
audio recordings,
videos, and wall charts
included in the West
Virginia University
Libraries Asimov
Collection. Digital
photography and
scanning was used to
create images for the
exhibit so that
Asmovians throughout
the world can appreciate
the collection.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.

Public
Perception
How the World
Sees Us

“Then I used the
most valuable and
unlauded
investigative
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endemic to street life. Many of the library’s most loyal users come
here because, in a era of sharp cuts to social services, they have no
other option. But many of them also bring serious behavior problems
into the library. Security reports show that the problems persist in
the face of increased efforts by the library system to address them....
Portland Oregonian, Aug. 30

Yale architecture dean to design Bush
Library

Yale School of Architecture Dean Robert Stern will
design the George W. Bush Presidential Library and
Museum. The President and First Lady Laura Bush
made the decision after meeting with Stern August
23 at the Bush ranch in Crawford, Texas....
Yale Daily News, Aug. 31

Library thief chooses prison

A Camp Washington mother who used her young children to steal
thousands of dollars worth of DVDs from the Public Library of
Cincinnati and Hamilton County went to prison for a year August 30
after she failed to come up with a repayment plan. Judge Ethna
Cooper had given Maria Daniels a choice—six months in prison and
then probation, during which she’ll have to pay almost $17,000
restitution to the library—or a longer prison term. She returned to
court with no cash....
Cincinnati Enquirer, Aug. 31

Guam LIS professor helps
develop library on remote
island

On Kapingamarangi, a remote Pohnpeian
atoll deep in the Pacific, there’s no air
conditioning, no TV, and no internet.
That’s because there’s no electricity. To
celebrate his 20th year as a library science
professor at the University of Guam, Mark Goniwiecha spent five
months of his sabbatical developing a library for the 600 residents (a
third of whom are young students) of the atoll more than 1,000
miles southeast of Guam....

resource in the
United States, the
lowly reference
librarian. Their
salaries are
wretched and they
receive credit for
nothing. Their desks
are usually tucked
away in the stacks
or in a remote
corner where they
have to shush noisy
high school
students or put up
with street people
blowing wine in
their faces or
snoring in the
stuffed chairs. But
their ability to find
obscure information
is remarkable and
they persevere like
Spartans.”
—Detective Dave
Robicheaux, in post-Katrina
New Orleans, makes use of
a library, in James Lee
Burke’s novel, The Tin Roof
Blowdown (Simon &
Schuster, 2007), p. 354.

Pacific Daily News (Guam), Aug. 27

Lending Louisiana libraries a hand

Eagle Scouts are trained to give back to the community. Sometimes,
it doesn’t have to be their own. The newest Eagle Scout from Troop
246 in Clifton Park, New York, 17-year-old Pierson Meierdiercks,
traveled 1,269 miles to New Orleans to refurbish two Jefferson Parish
branch libraries ravaged by flood waters in the wake of Hurricane
Katrina....
Albany (N.Y.) Times-Union, Aug. 28

Shanghai’s “Library on a
Lake” opens

A floating library opened to the public in
Shanghai, China, August 28. The 8,000square-meter Qingpu Library is built on
scenic Lake Xiayang in the western
district of Shanghai and features six
reading rooms and energy-saving lightbulbs in every fixture....
Xinhua, Aug. 30
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LITA wants to create a
new kind of technology
conference within ALA.
The division would like
the conference to reflect
what you find lacking in
current ALA and non-ALA
sponsored conferences.
Take a brief survey and
tell them how you feel.

Ask the ALA
Librarian
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Tech Talk
20 tools to get the junk off your PC

Preston Gralla writes: “Your PC is full of crud,
junk, and gunk that harms performance, clogs up
your hard disk, and makes system crashes more
likely. Some of the junk came with your PC, but
much of it has accumulated over time, as a result
of installing and uninstalling programs, surfing the
Web, and creating and saving files. Downloadable
software can clean up your PC and give it a new lease on life. Check
out these 20 files that will do the job—your PC will thank you for
it.”...
PC World, Aug. 27

Direct brain-to-game interface
worries scientists

Your brain might be your next videogame
controller. That might sound pretty awesome, but
the prospect of brain-controlled virtual joysticks
has some scientists worried that games might end
up controlling our brains. Several makers of braincomputer interfaces, or BCIs—devices that
facilitate operating a computer by thought alone—
claim the technology is poised to jump from the
medical sector into the consumer gaming world in 2008. Companies
including Emotiv Systems and NeuroSky say they’ve released BCIbased software-development kits....
Wired, Sept. 5

IRENE rescues lost sounds

Ancient voices and recorded snippets once thought to be
irrecoverable have come back to life thanks to two new machines
developed by scientists at the University of California’s Lawrence
Berkeley National Laboratory. The two technologies, IRENE—which
stands for Image, Reconstruct, Erase, Noise, Etc.—and a new 3D
scanner, enable researchers to rescue sounds stored in obsolete
mediums used before the 1950s, such as shellac discs and wax
cylinders, without mechanical contact. Two IRENE machines are
currently in operation, one at the lab and a second at the Library of
Congress....
Daily Californian, Aug. 30

Interoperability is a lie

Andrew Pace writes: “Interoperability is the
biggest lie in automation today. The word is
thrown around as easily and meaninglessly as
‘friend.’ Interoperable is, at best, an adjective for standards-based
systems, and at worst, a hack to cover up the fact that different
systems are not at all meant to speak to one another. The former
case is so rare as to make it the exception; the latter case is
perpetual job security for systems people.”...
Hectic Pace blog, Sept. 5

Enterprise open source
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Q. I couldn’t help
one of our teen
patrons download
cheat codes onto his
little videogame
player and I can’t
stop thinking about
it. How can I find
out more about
videogames and all
the different gaming
devices?
A. The wireless
internet access
available in many
public libraries has
attracted not just
laptop users but also
gamers, including
those using the
Nintendo DS. The
world of gaming can
be a little
overwhelming all at
once so start slow:
(1) Look through
some of the gaming
magazines during your
next visit to a
bookstore or
drugstore. Some of
them look (and are!)
pretty intense and
seem to talk in
another language, but
choose one that
makes sense to you,
one that is written
clearly and directly,
and covers all the
different types of
video games—
handhelds, consoles,
PC—such as GamePro
or Game Informer. (2)
Check to see if your
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Karen Schneider writes: “The truly
significant activity in LibraryLand
technology hasn’t been vendor-driven. It has been the maturation of
what I call ‘enterprise open source’: products such as Evergreen and
Koha that are robust, well-implemented library automation packages
with strong development communities and equally strong fundedsupport models. But even if you wouldn’t hire a programmer for your
library—permanently or for a few hours—the ability to modify the
software changes the balance of power. It says this is software of
and by the people; it’s a statement about ownership.”...
ALA TechSource blog, Aug. 29

E-book sales are up

Quarterly sales of e-books in the United States have quadrupled
since 2002, according to statistics collected by the International
Digital Publishing Forum. However, the data represent only wholesale
sales from 12–15 reporting publishers and do not take library sales
into account....
International Digital Publishing Forum, July

Actions & Answers
Chicago reads The Crucible

The Crucible, Arthur Miller’s McCarthy-era depiction
of the mass hysteria of the Salem witch trials, is the
13th selection for Chicago’s citywide book club, “One
Book, One Chicago” (PDF file), Mayor Richard M.
Daley announced August 30. The program began in
the fall of 2001 to encourage Chicagoans to read
the same book at the same time and discuss a great
piece of literature with friends and neighbors. More
than 2,000 English- and Spanish-language editions
of The Crucible will be available at all 79 locations of
the Chicago Public Library....
City of Chicago, Aug. 30

Libraries for the visually impaired: Funding and
governance

A recent study by the International Federation of Library Associations
and Institutions compared different approaches to the funding and
governance of library and information services for visually impaired
people and investigated the impact these factors had on outcomes.
Among its recommendations: “Governments should understand that
visually impaired people have specified rights to access the content
of published information and that they pay taxes which in part
support public library services. Together with other print-impaired
readers they represent up to 20% of the population.”...
International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions, Aug. 14

cable company carries
the video game cable
channel, G4 TV. There
are many shows, but
I’d recommend
starting off with XPlay, which
humorously but
knowingly reviews
videogames. Even if
you don’t have the
channel, there are
online video clips,
podcasts, and enewsletters available
on the website. See
our other references
on Videogames,
including information
on the LibGaming
Google Group. See
the ALA Professional
Tips wiki for more....

@ The ALA Librarian
welcomes your
questions.

Calendar
Sept. 11:

International
Reading
Association,
International Literacy
Day, National
Geographic Society,
Washington, D.C.
“Literacy, a Human
Right.”

Sept. 19:

Urban Libraries
Council, Audio
Conference, 1:00–
2:30 Eastern time. “ELearning for Library
Staff Development.”
Register by Sept. 14.

Sept. 24–25:
National
Information
Standards
Organization,
Electronic
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Wish you were here, Mill Valley librarians!

As part of its summer program, the Mill Valley (Calif.) Public Library
staff asked their younger readers (preschoolers through 12 years old)
to send them postcards of the places they went on their summer
vacation. The library received more than 50 postcards from kids who
found themselves in far-flung places and missing the “best library in
the whole world.” Web Librarian Michele Hampshire told American
Libraries, “It’s interesting how eager the kids are to send their
Library a postcard when they likely don’t even write to their
grandparents!”...
Mill Valley (Calif.) Public Library

Demographics of the biblioblogosphere

Library bloggers are more likely to be women, 40 years old or
younger, living in a large urban area in the Midwest or Northeast,
who possess an MLS but no other advanced degree, and work in a
medium or large academic or large public library—according to the
results of a survey by Meredith Farkas....
Information Wants To Be Free blog, Sept. 4

Portsmouth library first in New
Hampshire to go green

The new Portsmouth Public Library has
become the first municipal building in New
Hampshire to receive LEED (Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design)
certification, receiving a silver level for the
sustainable building. The new $8-million
green library, formally dedicated in January, is also the one of the
first public buildings of any type in New England to receive
certification from the U.S. Green Building Council....
Portsmouth (N.H.) Public Library, Sept. 4

Databases on alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs

Barbara Weiner of the Substance Abuse Librarians and Information
Specialists association has compiled an annotated webliography of 80
databases and other online resources on substance abuse and
treatment....
Substance Abuse Librarians and Information Specialists

Books Across America grants

The National Education Association Foundation is
making grants of $1,000 to public schools serving
economically disadvantaged students to purchase
books for school libraries. The applicant must be a
practicing preK–12 school librarian, teacher, or
education-support professional in a U.S. public
school. At least 70% of the students in the school must be eligible
for the free or reduced-price lunch program. Deadline for applications
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Management Forum,
Magnolia Hotel,
Denver. “The What,
Why, and How for
Managing EResources.” Contact:
Maryann Karinch,
970-577-8500.

Oct. 21–27:

National Friends of
Libraries Week,
Friends of Libraries
U.S.A.

Oct. 22:

National Federation
of Advanced
Information
Services, Humanities
Roundtable, Graduate
Center, City University
of New York, New
York City. Contact:
Barbara Dobbs
MacKenzie.

Oct. 23–26:

EDUCAUSE, Annual
Conference, Seattle,
Washington.
“Information Futures:
Aligning Our
Missions.” Contact:
EDUCAUSE.

Oct. 24–28:

Oral History
Association, Annual
Meeting, Oakland,
California. “The
Revolutionary Ideal:
Transforming
Community through
Oral History.”

Oct. 27–31:

Geoscience
Information Society,
Annual Meeting,
Denver.

AL Direct, September 5, 2007

is November 12....
NEA Foundation

Rare presidential footage
revealed

Rare recordings and film footage of 12
presidents from Herbert Hoover through Bill
Clinton are the grist of a 12-part series,
“Presidential Libraries: History Uncovered”
that debuts on C-SPAN September 7 and
runs through November. C-SPAN and the
National Archives collaborated to produce the series, which also will
feature Lyndon B. Johnson speaking candidly about the Vietnam War
and Harry Truman discussing the use of the atom bomb during World
War II....
Politico, Sept. 4

Gallup Poll: Public worried about No Child Left
Behind

Americans worry the No Child Left Behind Act is pushing art, science,
health, and social studies out of the classroom. According to this
year’s Phi Delta Kappa Gallup Poll of the Public’s Attitudes Toward
the Public Schools, half of Americans surveyed believe that NCLB is
limiting what children are taught, and for the first time since 2003,
more Americans have an unfavorable view (40%) of the program
than a favorable one (31%)....
Phi Beta Kappa International, Aug. 27

Nov. 28–29:

Northeast
Document
Conservation
Center, Persistence of
Memory Conference,
Seattle. This
conference addresses
the question of digital
longevity.

Dec. 27–30:

Modern Language
Association, Annual
Convention, Chicago.
Contact: MLA.

@ More...
Contact Us

American Libraries
Direct

Kentucky library attains pinup status
The Chronicle of Higher Education recently
published its Almanac Issue 2007–8 that featured
a familiar image to Kentuckians on its cover—the
University of Kentucky’s William T. Young Library.
The issue is the publication’s annual summary of
the nation’s higher education system. Carol
Diedrichs, dean of UK Libraries, said: “We have
always felt that Young Library, both striking in
appearance and home to a world-class collection
and excellent services, is a landmark at the
university.”...
University of Kentucky, Sept. 4

Partnership for 21st Century Skills gets new
leadership

The Partnership for 21st Century Skills, a national advocacy
organization focused on infusing 21st-century skills into education,
announced its new board officers who were elected for the 20072008 academic year. AASL Executive Director Julie Walker was
elected secretary....
Partnership for 21st Century Skills, Aug. 31

National Archives raises copying fees

A final rule published in the August 17 Federal Register amends the
fees for reproduction of archival materials in National Archives
facilities nationwide. In addition to federal records, this includes
donated historical materials, presidential records, and records filed
with the Office of the Federal Register. This rule will become effective
October 1. This is the first fee increase in seven years....
National Archives and Records Administration, Aug. 23
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Reading backwards through history: The
1990s

George Eberhart writes: “Like many people, I’m a bit
obsessive about making lists. Some years ago, in a rare
moment of spare time, I decided to create a list of the
top news events for the past 100 years or so. Then in
2002, I decided to read a book about each event, in
reverse chronological order. This seems like a good point
to share the books I’ve finished so far (along with
suggestions for films to watch as a supplement). Some books you
may want to read; a few can be happily avoided.” This segment is on
the 1990s....
Britannica Blog, Sept. 5

Library services to Burmese refugees

Send feedback:
aldirect@ala.org

AL Direct FAQ:
www.ala.org/aldirect/
All links outside the ALA
website are provided for
informational purposes only.
Questions about the content
of any external site should
be addressed to the
administrator of that site.

(PDF file)

Yuriko Watanabe, librarian at the Tokyo Gakugei University Oizumi
Junior High School, discussed her experiences in Burmese refugee
camps in Thailand where a Japanese organization, the Shanti
Volunteers Association, has been providing library services. This
paper was presented at the International Federation of Library
Associations and Institutions conference in Durban, South Africa....
IFLA Section on Library Services to Multicultural Populations, Aug. 15

Screaming in the library

The University of Texas Fine Arts
Library hosted 150 new arts
undergrads for a “Gone to Fine Arts”
event August 28 shortly before the
traditional UT “Gone to Texas”
campuswide freshman welcome. Not
only were the students provided with
an introduction to key administrators,
but they were also able to eat pizza, sing karaoke, and scream in the
library—orchestrated by Fine Arts Librarian Laura Schwartz, who
recorded the event for posterity in this YouTube video (2:30)....
YouTube, Aug. 30
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U.S. & World News
=====================================================================================
===================================
California&#8217;s $14-million budget cut came as a surprise
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/august2007/califbudgetcut.cfm]
Shortly after noon on August 24, California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger signed the FY2007&ndash;08 budget 52
days late,
ending the state&rsquo;s third-longest budget impasse in the past 30 years. In his successful attempt to achieve a
&ldquo;zero deficit&rdquo; budget, the governor slashed two major library programs: the Public Library Foundation
and
the Transaction Based Reimbursement program, each reduced by $7 million. The cuts came as a complete surprise to
county librarians, who were expecting a $1-million increase in the PLF fund that was recommended June 19 by the
Budget
Conference Committee, according to the California Library Association....
Bedford mayor nixes library outsourcing
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/august2007/bedfordnixes.cfm]
The mayor of Bedford, Texas, cast the deciding 4&ndash;3 vote August 28 to keep city library services run locally and
decline a bid by Germantown, Maryland&ndash;based management firm Library Systems and Services. Mayor Jim
Story took
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the action despite having voted two weeks earlier to oust three library trustees for sparring publicly with their
pro-outsourcing council liaison. Story also dismissed as a false economy the fact that LSSI&rsquo;s bid was $500,000
less over the course of three years than the $764,626 proposal submitted by the library staff....
Indiana library recalls tainted summer reading toys
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/august2007/toxicdino.cfm]
Greenwood (Ind.) Public Library has recalled 150 bendable toy dinosaurs it used as an incentive prize in its 2007
Summer Reading program. An August 27 announcement on the library&rsquo;s website said that the lead content of
the
dinosaur was nearly double the acceptable level. The dinosaur was given to children from preschool through 5th grade;
a separate group of toys given to babies and toddlers in the program had no problems....
=====================================================================================
===================================
[http://www.hwwilson.com]
=====================================================================================
===================================

ALA News
=====================================================================================
===================================
ALA to participate in National Book Festival [http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/nbf07.htm]
ALA will highlight reading and libraries at the seventh annual National Book Festival [http://www.loc.gov/bookfest/]
in Washington, D.C., organized and sponsored by the Library of Congress. Hosted by First Lady Laura Bush, book
lovers
will gather in the nation&rsquo;s capital on September 29 to celebrate reading and lifelong literacy....
Final round of &#8220;Let&#8217;s Talk About It&#8221; grants
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/jlg.htm]
The ALA Public Programs Office and Nextbook, an organization dedicated to promoting Jewish culture, arts, and
ideas,
have announced a new round of grants for &ldquo;Let&rsquo;s Talk About It: Jewish Literature—Identity and
Imagination,&rdquo; a theme-based reading and discussion series. Over the past four years, more than 250 of these
grants have been awarded to libraries in 43 states nationwide....

Booklist Online
=====================================================================================
===================================
Featured review: Reference [http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=1947190]
Encyclopedia of Globalization. Roland Robertson and Jan Aart Scholte, eds. Mar. 2007. 1,559p. Routledge
(978-0-415-97314-4).
Globalization is a hot topic; a search for the term in the most recent 12 months of the New York Times found more
than
260 articles. With the aim of &ldquo;student and wider public education,&rdquo; this encyclopedia supplies about 500
alphabetically arranged articles on a range of globalization issues. The diversity of entries demonstrates the
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commitment of editors Robertson (University of Aberdeen) and Scholte (University of Warwick) to follow &ldquo;a
plural
approach.&rdquo; Users can find articles on social and cultural issues (Dance, Gender, National identities); history
(Cold war, Enlightenment, Labor movements); science and technology (Desertification, Internet, Nanotechnology);
business, industry, and economics (Banking, Credit cards, Debt crisis, Markets, Mining industry); organizations
(African Union, World Bank Group); and other topics (Law of Outer Space, Passports). Separate entries for countries
and people are excluded. For these, readers need to use the cumulative indexes located at the back of each volume....
@ Visit Booklist Online [http://www.booklistonline.com/] for other reviews and much more....

Division News
=====================================================================================
===================================
PLA conference registration opened September 5
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/placr08.htm]
Registration for 12th National Conference [http://www.placonference.org/] of the Public Library Association opened
on
September 5. Popular events such as preconferences, tours, and author luncheons are expected to fill up quickly. The
conference will be held March 25–29, 2008, in Minneapolis. A special earlybird rate is available for PLA and
Minnesota
Library Association members who register before January 18....
Award-winning authors to appear in Reno [http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/aasla.htm]
The AASL 13th National Conference and Exhibition in Reno, Nevada, October 25–28, will feature several children’s
and
young adult authors. Author Track sessions include renowned writers Julie Anne Peters (right, author of Luna),
Marilyn
Reynolds (Detour for Emmy), Laura McGee Kvasnosky (the &ldquo;Zelda and Ivy&rdquo; stories), and Kathleen
Duey
(&ldquo;The Unicorn&rsquo;s Secret&rdquo; series)....
Proposals for Teens and Technology Poster Session
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/yalsatt.htm]
The YALSA Technology for Young Adults Committee seeks presenters for the first-ever Teens and Technology Poster
Session [http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/techposter08.htm] at the ALA Annual Conference in Anaheim, California, June
26–July 2, 2008. This poster session will highlight innovative library services and programs for teens that integrate
technology in a way that is both effective and replicable at other libraries. The proposal deadline is October 1....

Round Table News
=====================================================================================
===================================
New IRRT blog [http://alairrt.blogspot.com/]
At the 2007 ALA Annual Conference, International Relations Round Table members decided to launch a blog to help
implement the group’s strategic goals. The blog is now live with the objective to promote an interactive exchange of
ideas and solutions to library issues of interest to librarians worldwide....
International Relations Round Table blog, Aug. 26
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Awards
=====================================================================================
===================================
Gale to sponsor Mudge Award [http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/gigma.htm]
Gale will sponsor the Isadore Gilbert Mudge Award, administered by RUSA. The award of $5,000 and a citation
recognizes
distinguished contributions to reference librarianship. The honor is named for Isadore Gilbert Mudge, who was a
reference librarian and bibliographer at Columbia University in New York....
2007 UNESCO-IRA Literacy Prize [http://blog.reading.org/archives/003015.html]
The Community Education Administration Centre of Longsheng Autonomous County in Guangxi Autonomous
Region, China, was
awarded the $20,000 UNESCO International Reading Association Literacy Prize for 2007. The center serves a large
ethnic
population with a high illiteracy rate, especially among women....
International Reading Association

Seen Online
=====================================================================================
===================================
New Zealand librarians smock it to fashion designer [http://www.stuff.co.nz/stuff/4190145a6009.html]
Christchurch, New Zealand, librarians have revived the 1960s floral smock as part of a backlash to fashion designer
Paula Ryan’s offer of style advice to the profession. City librarians posted images of themselves proudly wearing
their former uniform on the internet August 31 as debate raged in the profession over Ryan’s involvement. Librarians
took offense at the offer of fashion advice from Ryan, who will host a 60-minute style workshop for the profession
during the Library and Information Association of New Zealand Aotearoa in Rotorua, September 9–12....
Christchurch (N.Z.) Press, Sept. 5
Drexel to transform Internet Public Library into learning lab
[http://www.computerworld.com/action/article.do?
command=viewArticleBasic&taxonomyName=networking_and_internet&articleId=
9033800&taxonomyId=16]
Drexel University is working with the University of Michigan and Florida State University to transform the Internet
Public Library into a virtual teaching and learning laboratory for digital reference. The project will help librarians
as well as LIS students keep up with the new developments in digital reference services. Users want to access
information around the clock via handhelds, cell-phone text messaging, and online virtual environments....
Computerworld, Aug. 30
under review by Mississippi library [http://www.sunherald.com/201/story/131627.html]
The Jackson-George Regional Library System in Pascagoula, Mississippi, has pulled a best-selling book by comedian
Jim
Norton from the shelves of its branches until the library director completes a review of its contents. Library system
spokesman Rex Bridges said August 30 that a complaint about Happy Endings: The Tales of a Meaty-Breasted Zilch
came
through the Ocean Springs branch. But he did not specify what the complaint was....
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Biloxi (Miss.) Sun Herald, Aug. 31
Multnomah Library a refuge for the homeless
[http://www.oregonlive.com/news/oregonian/index.ssf?/base/news/1188444315206060.xml&coll=7]
The century-old Multnomah County Central Library is a refuge for homeless people, offering shelter from the rain, one
of the few public toilets in downtown Portland, Oregon, and respite from the boredom endemic to street life. Many of
the library’s most loyal users come here because, in a era of sharp cuts to social services, they have no other
option. But many of them also bring serious behavior problems into the library. Security reports show that the
problems persist in the face of increased efforts by the library system to address them....
Portland Oregonian, Aug. 30
Yale architecture dean to design Bush Library [http://www.yaledailynews.com/articles/view/21116]
Yale School of Architecture Dean Robert Stern will design the George W. Bush Presidential Library and Museum. The
President and First Lady Laura Bush made the decision after meeting with Stern August 23 at the Bush ranch in
Crawford, Texas....
Yale Daily News, Aug. 31
Library thief chooses prison [http://news.enquirer.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070831/NEWS01/708310380]
A Camp Washington mother who used her young children to steal thousands of dollars worth of DVDs from the
Public
Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County went to prison for a year August 30 after she failed to come up with a
repayment plan. Judge Ethna Cooper had given Maria Daniels a choice—six months in prison and then probation,
during
which she'll have to pay almost $17,000 restitution to the library—or a longer prison term. She returned to court with
no cash....
Cincinnati Enquirer, Aug. 31
Guam LIS professor helps develop library on remote island
[http://www.guampdn.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070827/NEWS01/708270304]
On Kapingamarangi, a remote Pohnpeian atoll deep in the Pacific, there’s no air conditioning, no TV, and no internet.
That’s because there’s no electricity. To celebrate his 20th year as a library science professor at the University of
Guam, Mark Goniwiecha spent five months of his sabbatical developing a library for the 600 residents (a third of
whom
are young students) of the atoll more than 1,000 miles southeast of Guam....
Pacific Daily News (Guam), Aug. 27
Lending Louisiana libraries a hand
[http://www.timesunion.com/AspStories/story.asp?storyID=617421&category=REGION&newsdate=8/28/2007]
Eagle Scouts are trained to give back to the community. Sometimes, it doesn’t have to be their own. The newest Eagle
Scout from Troop 246 in Clifton Park, New York, 17-year-old Pierson Meierdiercks, traveled 1,269 miles to New
Orleans
to refurbish two Jefferson Parish branch libraries ravaged by flood waters in the wake of Hurricane Katrina....
Albany (N.Y.) Times-Union, Aug. 28
Shanghai&#8217;s &#8220;Library on a Lake&#8221; opens
[http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2007-08/30/content_6629693.htm]
A floating library opened to the public in Shanghai, China, August 28. The 8,000-square-meter Qingpu Library is built
on scenic Lake Xiayang in the western district of Shanghai and features six reading rooms and energy-saving
lightbulbs
in every fixture....
Xinhua, Aug. 30
[http://www.maintainitproject.org/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=banner&utm_content=AL%2BDirect]Tech
Talk
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Tech Talk
=====================================================================================
===================================
20 tools to get the junk off your PC [http://www.pcworld.com/article/id,136109/article.html]
Preston Gralla writes: “Your PC is full of crud, junk, and gunk that harms performance, clogs up your hard disk, and
makes system crashes more likely. Some of the junk came with your PC, but much of it has accumulated over time, as
a
result of installing and uninstalling programs, surfing the Web, and creating and saving files. Downloadable software
can clean up your PC and give it a new lease on life. Check out these 20 files that will do the job—your PC will thank
you for it.”...
PC World, Aug. 27
Direct brain-to-game interface worries scientists [http://www.wired.com/medtech/health/news/2007/09/bci_games]
Your brain might be your next videogame controller. That might sound pretty awesome, but the prospect of
brain-controlled virtual joysticks has some scientists worried that games might end up controlling our brains. Several
makers of brain-computer interfaces, or BCIs—devices that facilitate operating a computer by thought alone—claim
the
technology is poised to jump from the medical sector into the consumer gaming world in 2008. Companies including
Emotiv Systems [http://www.emotiv.com/] and NeuroSky [http://www.neurosky.com] say they’ve released BCI-based
software-development kits....
Wired, Sept. 5
IRENE rescues lost sounds [http://www.dailycal.org/sharticle.php?id=25770]
Ancient voices and recorded snippets once thought to be irrecoverable have come back to life thanks to two new
machines developed by scientists at the University of California’s Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory. The two
technologies, IRENE&mdash;which stands for Image, Reconstruct, Erase, Noise, Etc.&mdash;and a new 3D scanner,
enable
researchers to rescue sounds stored in obsolete mediums used before the 1950s, such as shellac discs and wax
cylinders, without mechanical contact. Two IRENE machines are currently in operation, one at the lab and a second at
the Library of Congress....
Daily Californian, Aug. 30
Interoperability is a lie [http://blogs.ala.org/pace.php?title=interoperability_is_a_lie_2&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1]
Andrew Pace writes: “Interoperability is the biggest lie in automation today. The word is thrown around as easily and
meaninglessly as ‘friend.’ Interoperable is, at best, an adjective for standards-based systems, and at worst, a hack
to cover up the fact that different systems are not at all meant to speak to one another. The former case is so rare
as to make it the exception; the latter case is perpetual job security for systems people.”...
Hectic Pace blog, Sept. 5
Enterprise open source [http://www.techsource.ala.org/blog/2007/08/enterprise-open-source.html]
Karen Schneider writes: “The truly significant activity in LibraryLand technology hasn’t been vendor-driven. It has
been the maturation of what I call ‘enterprise open source’: products such as Evergreen [http://www.open-ils.org/] and
Koha [http://www.koha.org/] that are robust, well-implemented library automation packages with strong development
communities and equally strong funded-support models. But even if you wouldn’t hire a programmer for your
library&mdash;permanently or for a few hours&mdash;the ability to modify the software changes the balance of
power. It
says this is software of and by the people; it’s a statement about ownership.”...
ALA TechSource blog, Aug. 29
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E-book sales are up [http://www.idpf.org/doc_library/industrystats.htm]
Quarterly sales of e-books in the United States have quadrupled since 2002, according to statistics collected by the
International Digital Publishing Forum. However, the data represent only wholesale sales from 12–15 reporting
publishers and do not take library sales into account....
International Digital Publishing Forum, July

Actions & Answers
=====================================================================================
===================================
The Crucible
[http://egov.cityofchicago.org/city/webportal/portalContentItemAction.do?
BV_SessionID=@@@@1330617341.1188920534@@@@&BV_E
ngineID=ccccaddllmegjmhcefecelldffhdffn.0&contentOID=536959003&contenTypeName=COC_EDITORIAL&displa
yBack=null&topChannelN
ame=HomePage&blockName=Content&context=Recent+News]
The Crucible, Arthur Miller’s McCarthy-era depiction of the mass hysteria of the Salem witch trials, is the 13th
selection for Chicago’s citywide book club, “One Book, One Chicago” (PDF file
[http://www.chicagopubliclibrary.org/pdf/oboc_fall07.pdf]), Mayor Richard M. Daley announced August 30. The
program
began in the fall of 2001 to encourage Chicagoans to read the same book at the same time and discuss a great piece of
literature with friends and neighbors. More than 2,000 English- and Spanish-language editions of The Crucible will be
available at all 79 locations of the Chicago Public Library....
City of Chicago, Aug. 30
Libraries for the visually impaired: Funding and governance [http://www.ifla.org/VII/s31/pub/InternationalReport.htm]
A recent study [http://www.ifla.org/VII/s31/pub/FGpart1.htm] by the International Federation of Library Associations
and Institutions compared different approaches to the funding and governance of library and information services for
visually impaired people and investigated the impact these factors had on outcomes. Among its recommendations:
“Governments should understand that visually impaired people have specified rights to access the content of published
information and that they pay taxes which in part support public library services. Together with other print-impaired
readers they represent up to 20% of the population.”...
International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions, Aug. 14

Wish you were here, Mill Valley librarians! [http://flickr.com/photos/millvalleylibrary/sets/72157600768549580/]
As part of its summer program, the Mill Valley (Calif.) Public Library staff asked their younger readers (preschoolers
through 12 years old) to send them postcards of the places they went on their summer vacation. The library received
more than 50 postcards from kids who found themselves in far-flung places and missing the “best library in the whole
world.” Web Librarian Michele Hampshire told American Libraries, “It’s interesting how eager the kids are to send
their Library a postcard when they likely don’t even write to their grandparents!”...
Mill Valley (Calif.) Public Library
Demographics of the biblioblogosphere
[http://meredith.wolfwater.com/wordpress/index.php/2007/09/04/2007-survey-of-the-biblioblogospheredemographics/]
Library bloggers are more likely to be women, 40 years old or younger, living in a large urban area in the Midwest or
Northeast, who possess an MLS but no other advanced degree, and work in a medium or large academic or large
public
library—according to the results of a survey by Meredith Farkas....
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Information Wants To Be Free blog, Sept. 4
Portsmouth library first in New Hampshire to go green [http://www.cityofportsmouth.com/library/leed.htm]
The new Portsmouth Public Library has become the first municipal building in New Hampshire to receive LEED
(Leadership
in Energy and Environmental Design) certification, receiving a silver level for the sustainable building. The new
$8-million green library, formally dedicated in January, is also the one of the first public buildings of any type in
New England to receive certification from the U.S. Green Building Council....
Portsmouth (N.H.) Public Library, Sept. 4
Databases on alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs [http://www.salis.org/resources/database_list.html]
Barbara Weiner of the Substance Abuse Librarians and Information Specialists association has compiled an annotated
webliography of 80 databases and other online resources on substance abuse and treatment....
Substance Abuse Librarians and Information Specialists
Books Across America grants [http://www.neafoundation.org/programs/BAA_2007.htm]
The National Education Association Foundation is making grants of $1,000 to public schools serving economically
disadvantaged students to purchase books for school libraries. The applicant must be a practicing preK&ndash;12
school
librarian, teacher, or education-support professional in a U.S. public school. At least 70% of the students in the
school must be eligible for the free or reduced-price lunch program. Deadline for applications is November 12....
NEA Foundation
Rare presidential footage revealed [http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0907/5639.html]
Rare recordings and film footage of 12 presidents from Herbert Hoover through Bill Clinton are the grist of a 12-part
series, &ldquo;Presidential Libraries: History Uncovered&rdquo; that debuts on C-SPAN September 7 and runs
through
November. C-SPAN and the National Archives collaborated to produce the series, which also will feature Lyndon B.
Johnson speaking candidly about the Vietnam War and Harry Truman discussing the use of the atom bomb during
World War
II....
Politico, Sept. 4
Gallup Poll: Public worried about No Child Left Behind [http://www.pdkintl.org/kappan/kpollpdf.htm]
Americans worry the No Child Left Behind Act is pushing art, science, health, and social studies out of the classroom.
According to this year&rsquo;s Phi Delta Kappa Gallup Poll of the Public&rsquo;s Attitudes Toward the Public
Schools,
half of Americans surveyed believe that NCLB is limiting what children are taught, and for the first time since 2003,
more Americans have an unfavorable view (40%) of the program than a favorable one (31%)....
Phi Beta Kappa International, Aug. 27
Kentucky library attains pinup status [http://news.uky.edu/news/display_article.php?category=2&artid=2548]
The Chronicle of Higher Education recently published its Almanac Issue 2007–8 that featured a familiar image to
Kentuckians on its cover—the University of Kentucky’s William T. Young Library. The issue is the publication’s
annual
summary of the nation&rsquo;s higher education system. Carol Diedrichs, dean of UK Libraries, said: “We have
always
felt that Young Library, both striking in appearance and home to a world-class collection and excellent services, is a
landmark at the university.”...
University of Kentucky, Sept. 4
Partnership for 21st Century Skills gets new leadership
[http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=367&Itemid=64]
The Partnership for 21st Century Skills, a national advocacy organization focused on infusing 21st-century skills into
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education, announced its new board officers who were elected for the 2007-2008 academic year. AASL Executive
Director
Julie Walker was elected secretary....
Partnership for 21st Century Skills, Aug. 31
National Archives raises copying fees [http://www.archives.gov/press/press-releases/2007/nr07-128.html]
A final rule published in the August 17 Federal Register amends the fees for reproduction of archival materials in
National Archives facilities nationwide. In addition to federal records, this includes donated historical materials,
presidential records, and records filed with the Office of the Federal Register. This rule will become effective
October 1. This is the first fee increase in seven years....
National Archives and Records Administration, Aug. 23
Reading backwards through history: The 1990s
[http://blogs.britannica.com/blog/main/2007/09/reading-backwards-through-history-the-1990s/]
George Eberhart writes: “Like many people, I&rsquo;m a bit obsessive about making lists. Some years ago, in a rare
moment of spare time, I decided to create a list of the top news events for the past 100 years or so. Then in 2002, I
decided to read a book about each event, in reverse chronological order. This seems like a good point to share the
books I&rsquo;ve finished so far (along with suggestions for films to watch as a supplement). Some books you may
want
to read; a few can be happily avoided.” This segment is on the 1990s....
Britannica Blog, Sept. 5
Library services to Burmese refugees [http://lib.tut.ac.za/ifla/documents/yurikowatanabe.pdf] (PDF file)
Yuriko Watanabe, librarian at the Tokyo Gakugei University Oizumi Junior High School, discussed her experiences in
Burmese refugee camps in Thailand where a Japanese organization, the Shanti Volunteers Association, has been
providing
library services. This paper was presented at the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions
conference in Durban, South Africa....
IFLA Section on Library Services to Multicultural Populations, Aug. 15
Screaming in the library [http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=phlDZe70rBQ]
The University of Texas Fine Arts Library hosted 150 new arts undergrads for a “Gone to Fine Arts” event August 28
shortly before the traditional UT “Gone to Texas” campuswide freshman welcome. Not only were the students
provided
with an introduction to key administrators, but they were also able to eat pizza, sing karaoke, and scream in the
library—orchestrated by Fine Arts Librarian Laura Schwartz, who recorded the event for posterity in this YouTube
video
(2:30)....
YouTube, Aug. 30
[http://www.techsoup.org/stock/libraries/default.asp?cg=libad&sg=ald]
[http://www.techsoup.org/stock/libraries/default.asp?cg=libad&sg=ald]
=====================================================================================
===================================

Ask the ALA Librarian
=====================================================================================
===================================
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Q. I couldn’t help one of our teen patrons download cheat codes onto his little videogame player and I can’t stop
thinking about it. How can I find out more about videogames and all the different gaming devices?
A. The wireless internet access available in many public libraries has attracted not just laptop users but also
gamers, including those using the Nintendo DS. The world of gaming can be a little overwhelming all at once so start
slow: (1) Look through some of the gaming magazines during your next visit to a bookstore or drugstore. Some of
them
look (and are!) pretty intense and seem to talk in another language, but choose one that makes sense to you, one that
is written clearly and directly, and covers all the different types of video games— handhelds, consoles, PC—such as
GamePro or Game Informer. (2) Check to see if your cable company carries the video game cable channel, G4 TV
[http://www.g4tv.com]. There are many shows, but I’d recommend starting off with X-Play
[http://www.g4tv.com/xplay],
which humorously but knowingly reviews videogames. Even if you don’t have the channel, there are online video
clips,
podcasts, and e-newsletters available on the website. See our other references on Videogames
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Videogames], including information on the LibGaming Google Group
[http://groups.google.com/group/LibGaming]. See the ALA Professional Tips wiki
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Videogames_and_Gamers_in_the_Library] for more....
@ The ALA Librarian [mailto:AskTheLibrarian@ala.org] welcomes your questions.

Calendar
=====================================================================================
===================================
Sept. 11:
International Reading Association, [http://www.reading.org/association/meetings/ILD_DC.html]International Literacy
Day, National Geographic Society, Washington, D.C. “Literacy, a Human Right.”
Sept. 19:
Urban Libraries Council, [http://www.urbanlibraries.org/files/elearning.pdf] Audio Conference, 1:00–2:30 Eastern
time.
“E-Learning for Library Staff Development.” Register by Sept. 14.
Sept. 24–25:
National Information Standards Organization, [http://www.niso.org/news/releases/pr-ERM07-7-07.html] Electronic
Management Forum, Magnolia Hotel, Denver. “The What, Why, and How for Managing E-Resources.” Contact:
Maryann Karinch,
[mailto:maryann@karinch.com] 970-577-8500.
Oct. 21–27:
National Friends of Libraries Week, [http://www.folusa.org/sharing/national-friends-week.php] Friends of Libraries
U.S.A.
Oct. 22:
National Federation of Advanced Information Services, [http://www.nfais.org/events/event_details.cfm?id=43]
Humanities
Roundtable, Graduate Center, City University of New York, New York City. Contact: Barbara Dobbs MacKenzie
[mailto:bmackenzie@rilm.org].
Oct. 23–26:
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EDUCAUSE, [http://www.educause.edu/e07] Annual Conference, Seattle, Washington. “Information Futures: Aligning
Our
Missions.” Contact: EDUCAUSE [mailto:conf@educause.edu].
Oct. 24–28:
Oral History Association, [http://omega.dickinson.edu/organizations/oha/org_am_oakland.html] Annual Meeting,
Oakland,
California. “The Revolutionary Ideal: Transforming Community through Oral History.”
Oct. 27–31:
Geoscience Information Society, [http://www.geoinfo.org/2007mtg/2007Schedule.html] Annual Meeting, Denver.
Nov. 28–29:
Northeast Document Conservation Center, [http://www.nedcc.org/education/conferences/pom2007/description.php]
Persistence of Memory Conference, Seattle. This conference addresses the question of digital longevity.
Dec. 27–30:
Modern Language Association, [http://www.mla.org/convention] Annual Convention, Chicago. Contact: MLA
[mailto:convention@mla.org].
@ More [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/datebook/datebook.cfm]...
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U.S. & World News
NSL secrecy provisions
ruled unconstitutional

A provision of the USA Patriot
Act allowing the FBI to issue
National Security Letters
without court approval was deemed by a federal judge September 6
to violate the First Amendment. NSLs, which have been used to
demand private information from libraries, telephone companies,
internet service providers, and other data-gathering bodies, have
been under scrutiny since a March internal FBI report detailing
improper and illegal use by the Justice Department....

California school librarian testifies on Elementary
and Secondary Education Act

Mary K. Poeck, coordinator of library media services for the Jesse
Bethel High School in Vallejo, California, testified (PDF file) on
September 10 concerning the reauthorization of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act and the importance of having a highly
qualified school library media specialist in every school. Poeck’s
testimony spoke to the vital role of the school library in education
and the need for legislation like the Strengthening Kids’ Interest in
Learning and Libraries (SKILLs) Act....

School board blinks in library funding showdown

The Kanawha County (W.Va.) school board narrowly approved
September 4 the restoration of $2.3 million from its FY2007–08 state
revenues to the Kanawha County Public Library in a 3–2 decision
that overruled school Superintendent Ron Duerring’s unilateral
decision a month earlier to keep all the money for public school
needs. “I think mostly we’re relieved,” remarked KCPL Director Alan
Engelbert after learning that he was not about to lose one-third of
his budget after all....

Illinois library connects kids
with Space Station
Gail Borden Public Library in Elgin,
Illinois, made interstellar history
September 5 when it became the first
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Bundled price on
Midwinter and Annual
meetings—only in
September. You can
save 20% over the
advance price you would
pay if you bought each
registration separately. If
you know you are
attending both the 2008
Midwinter Meeting in
Philadelphia and the 2008
Annual Conference in
Anaheim, this is the way
to save. This deal is only
available to ALA
members. The bundled
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public library to host a live conversation
(WMV file) with an astronaut aboard the
International Space Station. At 1:38
p.m. Central time, the voice of
astronaut Clay Anderson traveled from
200 miles above the Earth to answer questions from students
ranging in level from 2nd grade to high school....

price is $290 for ALA
members and $285 for
division members. The
offer is good through
September 30.

Saugus ekes out return to full-time hours

The Saugus (Mass.) Public Library expanded its hours to 50.4 per
week effective September 4, just in time to avoid repaying a $1.1million grant to the state. Interim Library Director Ewa Jankowska,
who replaced Mary Rose Quinn after she resigned unexpectedly
August 9, has worked out a staffing schedule for the expanded
hours, but at that rate her money will run out at the end of
February....

Lapeer branches rebound after
millage approved at last

After nine months of severely reduced service
caused by budget shortfalls that stemmed
from the failure of two millage increases in
2006, Lapeer (Mich.) District Library
reopened its five closed branches September 4. Voters had been
warned that a third defeat would have forced officials to close the
remaining three libraries in 2008....

ALA News
Only two weeks left to save
school libraries

All librarians and library advocates are asked to contact their
Representatives to ensure the inclusion of the Strengthening Kids’
Interest in Learning and Libraries (SKILLs) Act in the reauthorization
of the No Child Left Behind Act on September 24. This is the single
most important piece of legislation concerning school libraries that
will come before Congress this year. Visit the Legislative Action
Center for the most recent information on bill sponsors and to
contact your Representative....

Here is absolutely
everything you need
to create your own
celebrity READ
posters! The new
READ CD box set now
comes with Adobe
Photoshop Elements
4.0, giving you all the
tools you need to
design your own
award-winning READ
posters and
bookmarks. Adobe’s
easy-to-use editing
software lets you
instantly enhance your
photos and combine
them with eyecatching designs to
create custom images.
NEW! From ALA
Graphics.

District Dispatch blog, Sept. 11

Study: Public library internet use
flourishes, but funding lags

Ever-growing patron demand for computer and
internet services in public libraries has stretched
existing internet bandwidth, computer
availability, and building infrastructure to
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Five days left to register
for Teen Read Week!
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capacity, according to a new study, Libraries
Connect Communities: Public Library Funding &
Technology Access Study 2006–2007, conducted
by ALA and the Information Use Management
and Policy Institute at Florida State University.
The study found that more than 73% of libraries are the only source
of free public access to computers and the internet in their
communities. Listen to an audio interview (MP3 file) summarizing the
survey, featuring ALA Project Manager Larra Clark and American
Libraries Associate Editor Pamela Goodes....

ALTA and Friends of
Libraries USA to
combine forces

Registration ends
September 17, and YALSA
needs you to show your
support for teen literacy,
find activity ideas and
media recommendations,
and win a visit from
author Tiffany Trent. Get
ready to LOL @ your
library October 14–20.

In this issue
September 2007

Effective September 12, ALA
and Friends of Libraries USA have agreed that
FOLUSA will provide executive management for
ALA’s Association of Library Trustees and Advocates division for a
period of 12 months, with the expectation that FOLUSA and ALTA will
seek to combine into an expanded division of the ALA on August 31,
2008....

Loriene Roy on net neutrality

Last week, the U.S. Department of Justice Antitrust Division filed
comments calling upon the FCC to carefully consider the possible
effects of regulating the internet. ALA implores the FCC to ensure
that producers and consumers of information are able to access and
provide services on the internet free from discriminatory practices, to
ensure network neutrality....

Kansas State Library to host Rural Broadband
Summit

On September 18, 2007, the State Library of Kansas in Manhattan
will host a summit on rural broadband, co-sponsored by ALA’s Office
for Information Technology Policy and featuring several ALA
members. The goal of the event—“A Whole New Mind: Providing
Accessible Broadband Internet for Kansas”—is “to encourage
communities to establish strategies for broadband access and to
propose actions or policies at the state level to support these
community strategies.”...

The First
Amendment Needs
New Clothes
Rethinking the
Library Bill of Rights
What’s a Library
Worth?
ALA Awards

Aponte to run for Spectrum

San Diego County (Calif.) Library Director José Aponte
will run in the Chicago Marathon to raise awareness
and funds for the ALA Spectrum Scholarship Program.
The 26.2-mile race will take place on October 4.
Aponte is a formerly ranked national duathlete and
continues to participate in endurance sports, most
recently completing the Barcelona Marathon in March.
Join Aponte and his family in contributing to the
Spectrum Scholarship, by sending a check or pledge to
ALA Spectrum....
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Harry Potter and public
libraries: What’s your
take? That’s the topic of
the next “Perspectives,” a
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We the People Bookshelf: Created
Equal grants

The Public Programs Office is partnering with
the National Endowment for the Humanities for
the fifth “We the People” Bookshelf project. This year’s theme is
“Created Equal.” Public and school (K–12) libraries are invited to
apply online from September 10 through January 25. In spring 2008,
NEH and ALA will select 3,000 libraries to receive the “Created Equal”
Bookshelf. Those selected will be required to use the Bookshelf
selections in programs for young readers in their communities....

AL Focus
6th National Conference of
African American Librarians

This glimpse (2:18) into the Black
Caucus of the American Library
Association’s 6th National Conference of
African American Librarians, held
August 2–5, features the opening of
the Fort Worth Public Library’s
Akwaaba exhibit (consisting of original works created or owned by
Texas librarians); words from speaker Harry Robinson Jr., author
Mary Monroe (above), and FWPL’s Gleniece Robinson; and a peek at
the “A Night at the Stockyards” President’s Banquet....

AASL’s School Libraries
Count! survey

Keith Curry Lance (right), former
director of Colorado’s Library Research
Service, speaks about the AASL School
Libraries Count! survey, to be
presented officially at the AASL
Conference in Reno in October. Lance
discusses (2:10) the importance of gathering accurate data on school
libraries, survey fatigue, and the average copyright date for health
and medicine info in school libraries. (Hint: It’s older than most of
the kids.)...

regular feature in
Public Libraries. The
magazine welcomes
essays on any library
aspect of Harry Potter.
Essays should be 750–
1,000 words, and
photographs are welcome.
Letters of intent are
appreciated, with first
drafts due September
15.

Career Leads
from

Information Literacy
Operations Librarian,
University of California
at Los Angeles College
Library. This one-year
temporary position will
provide in-depth
reference services, both
virtually and in person;
coordinate requests for
information-literacy
instruction and
maintain a schedule of
sessions; and introduce
improvements and
innovations to College
Library instructional
services....

@ More jobs...
Digital Library
of the Week

Featured review: Adult books

Russo, Richard. Bridge of Sighs. Oct. 2007.
544p. Knopf, hardcover (978-0-37541495-4).
Here is the novel Russo was born to write.
Coursing with humor and humanity, the
sixth novel by the bard of Main Street
U.S.A. gives full expression to the themes
that have always been at the heart of his
work: the all-important bond between
fathers and sons, the economic
desperation of small-town businesses, and
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Central Florida
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the lifelong feuds and friendships that are a hallmark of
small-town life. Following a trio of best friends who grew up
in upstate Thomaston, New York, over 50 years, the
novel captures some of the essential mysteries of life,
including the unanticipated moments of childhood that will
forever define one’s adulthood....

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
Division News
AASL seeks School Libraries Count! data proposal
In January 2007, AASL launched a longitudinal survey, School
Libraries Count!, to gain an understanding of the state of school
library media programs nationally. The survey will be conducted
annually, and AASL is seeking proposals for developing an online
data analysis tool to provide access to the survey data....

AASL to sponsor four Spectrum Scholars

AASL will sponsor the attendance of up to four Spectrum scholars at
its 13th National Conference and Exhibition in Reno, Nevada, October
25–28. Each will be provided with full registration and a $750 travel
stipend. Spectrum Scholars will also be paired with a mentor for the
duration of the conference and will receive special recognition at key
events....

Storytellers at AASL

Join master storytellers Steven Henegar, Erica Lann-Clark, and Olga
Loya as they share their excitement in stories historical, traditional,
personal, and contemporary at the AASL 13th National Conference
and Exhibition in Reno, Nevada. The AASL Storytelling Festival: Eye
of the Story, will be held on Thursday, October 25, from 8 to 10
p.m....

ACRL podcast on Studying Students

College & Research Libraries News Editor-In-Chief David Free talks
with Judi Briden, Katie Clark, and Ann Marshall of the University of
Rochester River Campus Libraries about their use of ethnographic
techniques to understand undergraduate students and their use of
information in this ACRL podcast (16:37). Briden, Clark, and Marshall
are contributors to the ACRL publication Studying Students: The
Undergraduate Research Project at the University of Rochester....

PLA preconference options

The 12th National Conference of the Public Library Association will
offer a wide selection of preconferences designed to inform public
library staff and administrators on topics and issues relevant to their
jobs. All-day and half-day preconferences will be offered March 25
and 26, 2008, allowing conference attendees the opportunity to
intensively address issues important to their public libraries....

Round Table News
Depository Library Councilors needed

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/september/091207.htm[7/17/2014 1:10:30 PM]

Memory is a unique
digital collection of
material contributed by
partner institutions to
create a virtual place
where visitors can
discover what Central
Florida was like before
theme parks and the
space program. Diaries
and letters describe the
region and how people
survived day-by-day in
this extreme and rugged
environment. Maps,
photographs, and
postcards illustrate how
the region looked in the
early years and how it
changed over time.
Voters’ registration,
funeral records, and city
directories provide
demographic
information on the
Central Florida settler.
Partner institutions are
the University of Central
Florida, the Orange
County Regional History
Center, Rollins College,
the Orange County
Library System, and the
Museum of Seminole
County History.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.

Public
Perception
How the World
Sees Us

“Any librarians are
highly intelligent,
bordering on
intellectual. I’d
much rather be
stuck in a lift with a
librarian than Paris
Hilton.”
—New Zealand fashion
designer Paula Ryan, after a
promotion for her style
workshop at the Library and
Information Association of
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The Government Documents Round Table is seeking nominees for the
Depository Library Council, an advisory board to the Public Printer of
the United States. The GODORT Steering Committee will select up to
five names during the ALA Midwinter Meeting in Philadelphia. The
deadline for applications and nominations is December 7....

Awards
2007 Quill Book Awards

The winners of the 2007 Quill Book Awards, the
“only book awards to pair a populist sensibility with
Hollywood-style glitz,” were announced September
10 in 19 different categories. The gala awards
ceremony will be held on October 22 at Frederick P.
Rose Hall in New York City. The reading public now
has the opportunity to vote for Quill Book of the
Year from these titles....

New Zealand upset librarians
with its stereotyping of the
profession as “conservative
and dated,” Auckland (N.Z.)
Sunday Star Times, Sept. 2.

From the
CentenniAL
Blog

Quill Book Awards, Sept. 10

Nominate someone for an ACRL award...

ACRL is committed to celebrating the achievements of academic and
research librarians through the presentation of awards, grants, and
fellowships. With almost $34,000 donated annually by corporate
sponsors, ACRL will continue to nominate, select, and honor the very
best in academic librarianship. Nominations and supporting materials
for most awards must be submitted by December 7....

...or an ALCTS award

ALCTS presents seven awards to honor individuals whose work
represents the finest achievements in research, collaboration,
creative work, leadership, and service in the field of library collections
and technical services and to support travel for library support staff
to attend the ALA Annual Conference. The deadline is December 1....

Media specialist is king for a day

Carl Harvey, library media specialist at North
Elementary School in Noblesville, Indiana,
couldn’t help but smile September 4 when he
walked into the school’s gymnasium, where
nearly every person donned a necktie. Even
the 450 students made and colored their own
paper neckties in honor of Harvey, who loves
neckties and has about 200 in his collection. The library received
AASL’s 2007 National School Library Media Program of the Year
award for its collaboration with the rest of the staff to help students
in all grades seek information and develop problem-solving skills....
Indianapolis Star, Sept. 5; Noblesville Schools

Oklahoma’s 2007 Polly Clarke Award

Barbara McBride-Smith of Tulsa’s Hoover Elementary
School has been awarded the state’s top honor for
school library media specialists. The Oklahoma
Association of School Library Media Specialists
presented McBride-Smith with the 2007 Polly Clarke
Award on August 31....
Tulsa World, Sept. 2

Deadline for Downs Award
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Technology in
American Libraries:
from Big Blue to
computers, 1944–
1965. Greg Landgraf
writes: “I was a bit
overexcited when I
opened the September
1944 issue of the ALA
Bulletin and found an
article on Montclair
(N.J.) Public Library’s
use of International
Business Machines to
analyze library usage
statistics. In my head,
IBM equals computers,
and computers equal
cool. In any event, the
inspiringly-titled
‘Business Machine—
Tool of Library
Progress’ (Sept. 1944,
p. 291–294) wasn’t
about a computer by
the modern (electronic
and programmable)
definition. While
there’s no explicit
model or even
machine type listed, it
looks like Montclair
was using a
punchcard-based
tabulating machine.
Despite starring only a
computer precursor,
the article seems to
have the energy and
excitement of the

AL Direct, September 12, 2007

The deadline for nominations for the 2007 Robert B. Downs
Intellectual Freedom Award, presented annually by the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign Graduate School of Library and
Information Science, is October 12. The award acknowledges
individuals or groups who have furthered the cause of intellectual
freedom, particularly as it impacts libraries and information centers
and the dissemination of ideas....
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign GSLIS

herald of a new,
computerized era. No
doubt they’ll arrive on
the scene shortly,
right? Well ... not
quite.”...
See the CentenniAL
Blog for more....

Seen Online
Justice Department against net neutrality

The Justice Department said on September 6 that internet service
providers should be allowed to charge a fee for priority web traffic.
The agency told the Federal Communications Commission, which is
reviewing high-speed internet practices, that it is opposed to “net
neutrality,” the principle that all internet sites should be equally
accessible to any web user. Several phone and cable companies,
such as AT&T, Verizon, and Comcast, have previously said they want
the option to charge some users more money for loading certain
content or websites faster than others....

Ask the ALA
Librarian

Associated Press, Sept. 6

Presidential library bills gathering dust in the
Senate

Legislation that would force the Bush presidential library to disclose
its donors is stalled in the Senate, as is a bill that would nullify
President Bush’s decision to allow White House records to be sealed
forever without explanation. The bills have strong backing from
government watchdog groups and no outspoken opponents. The
House sent both measures to the Senate in March, and a Senate
committee gave its approval before Congress went on summer
vacation....
Dallas (Tex.) Morning News, Sept. 10

Boston Public Library receives
$10 million gift for its map
center

Retired Boston developer and map
aficionado Norman B. Leventhal is
contributing $10 million for a permanent
endowment of the Boston Public Library’s
map center, the library’s largest gift ever.
Leventhal, 90, is also making a long-term
loan to BPL’s Norman B. Leventhal Map Center of 178 of his most
valuable historic maps of Boston, New England, and the world....
Boston Globe, Sept. 6

Prisons purging religious books from libraries

Behind the walls of federal prisons nationwide, chaplains have been
quietly carrying out a systematic purge of religious books and
materials that were once available to prisoners in chapel libraries.
The chaplains were directed by the Bureau of Prisons to clear the
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Q. We’re launching a
capital campaign for
a new library
branch, along with
pursuing several
foundation grants.
We’re all very new
to this and would
appreciate any tips
or guidelines on
putting together an
effective (and
hopefully
successful) grant
application.
A. Definitely begin
with ALA Library Fact
Sheet 24, Library
Fund Raising: A
Selected Annotated
Bibliography, which
lists several books,
articles, and websites
that should prove
helpful, especially:
   Grants for Libraries:
A How-To-Do-It
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shelves of any books, tapes, CDs, and videos that are not on a list of
approved resources. In some prisons, the chaplains have recently
dismantled libraries that had thousands of texts collected over
decades, bought by the prisons, or donated by churches and religious
groups....
New York Times, Sept. 10

Scotland’s National Library flooded

A desperate battle to save thousands of historic books was launched
the night of September 10 after five floors of the National Library of
Scotland flooded when a sprinkler pipe was split by a contractor
working on a refurbishment project. Firefighters and library staff
worked through the night to salvage the threatened parts of the
collection. Some modern books and manuscripts suffered surface
water damage, but all of the “important, iconic” books were saved....
The Scotsman (Edinburgh), Sept. 11; National Library of Scotland

Student, grandmother confiscate high
school library book

Fifteen-year-old Lysa Harding picked a book at
random from Brookwood (Ala.) High School’s library
for a book report in early September. Now, she
doesn’t want to return it. Harding and her
grandmother, Pam Pennington, say the book is too
sexually explicit and shouldn’t be on school library
bookshelves. The novel, Sandpiper by Ellen
Wittlinger, tells the story of a 15-year-old girl who
is on a “sexual power trip and engages in random
hookups” for oral sex....
Tuscaloosa (Ala.) News, Sept. 12

Wikipedia vandals use the Bellingham library

For nearly two years, more than 119 edits have taken place from
Bellingham (Wash.) Public Library terminals to Wikipedia pages,
many of them not so nice or appropriate. From removing a reference
to the 1999 Olympic Pipe Line disaster from the Bellingham
Wikipedia page to adding “Iraq sucks” to the Iraq page, library
visitors appear to have a proclivity for changing the facts or merely
goofing off on the pages....
Bellingham (Wash.) Herald, Sept. 10

NYPL pays tribute to Astor

The New York Public Library celebration of the life of Brooke Astor
September 11 focused on her passion for reading and writing and
her ability to communicate the importance of the library to other
New Yorkers. Astor is credited with helping the library out of financial
crisis in the 1970s and into its current era of stability and recognition
as a world-class institution. The formal program, which lasted just
over an hour, included Nobel Literature Laureate Toni Morrison
reading Astor’s childhood poems....
New York Sun, Sept. 12

Library fundraiser celebrates
sinking ship

The Toms River branch of the Ocean County
(N.J.) Library will host a “Last Dinner on the
Titanic” September 28. The proceeds will
benefit the Hurricane Katrina recovery efforts
of the Hancock County (Miss.) Library. The
seven-course dinner, a replica of the final meal served in the
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Manual and CD-ROM
for Librarians by
Stephanie K. Gerding
and Pamela H.
MacKellar, published
by Neal-Schuman,
2006; also see the
authors’ Library
Grants blog.
   Grant Resources on
the Web: Where to
Look When You Need
Funding by Dawn
Ventress Knight and
Emma Bradford Perry
in College and
Research Libraries
News 60, no. 7
(July/August 1999):
543–545. Last
revised: May 21,
2007.
   Also see the Grants
and GrantWriting page
at WebJunction, and
the December 15,
2002, Library Journal
article, Building the
Dream Campaign
Team: A Seasoned
Professional Tells How
to Raise Money and
Win Votes for a New
Library by Julie
Guinsler. See our
other resources on
Fundraising and
Advocacy, as well as
the ALA Professional
Tips wiki for more....

@ The ALA Librarian
welcomes your
questions.

Calendar
Sept. 17–18:

Future of Music
Policy Summit,
Washington, D.C. The
keynote speaker is
Marybeth Peters of
the U.S. Copyright
Office. Sessions on
cultural preservation,
metadata, net
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Titanic’s first-class dining room on the fateful night of April 14, 1912,
is from one of two menus that survived, according to Last Dinner on
the Titanic: Menus and Recipes from the Great Liner author Rick
Archbold, who will be a featured guest at the event....

neutrality, and
licensing are planned.
Contact: Future of
Music Coalition, 202822-2051.

More strike action planned in Victoria

Sept. 18:

Toms River (N.J.) Times, Sept. 1

More shutdowns are likely on the way at the Greater Victoria (B.C.)
Public Library. The union representing library workers says it plans to
escalate job action until the Greater Victoria Labour Relations
Association, which represents the library, is willing to return to the
bargaining table. Library workers at all eight GVPL branches walked
off the job for three hours September 7 in their first action after
giving a 72-hour strike notice....
Victoria (B.C.) News, Sept. 12

Toronto closings irk patrons

Toronto’s library board, looking to slash $1.2 million in spending by
the end of the year, opted to do away with Sunday hours at 16
branches from Scarborough to Etobicoke. September 9 was the first
day for the closings, which are scheduled to last through the end of
December. Judging by the number of people who stopped by,
however, the news was quite a surprise....
Toronto Star, Sept. 10

First Mexican presidential
library nears completion

Mexico’s first presidential library and
museum, known as the Fox Center, is
scheduled for completion in December on
President Vicente Fox’s ranch in the state
of Guanajuato. It will house a department
for academic researchers, a think tank for
research and development, a library and archival center to store
thousands of documents and images taken during Fox’s six years in
office, and a cultural center for hosting large events....
San Antonio (Tex.) Express-News, Sept. 6

Radical books in London libraries

Public libraries serving the densest population of
Muslims in London have been inundated with
extremist literature, according to a report (right, PDF
file) by a right-leaning think tank, the Centre for
Social Cohesion. Multiple copies of books were found
in Tower Hamlets borough libraries that would feature
on any jihadist reading list, the report said. Tower
Hamlets Council said their Islamic collections had
been imbalanced, but they were improving....
BBC News, Sept. 5

Patients go to the library for mental health

Doctors in Scotland are prescribing self-help books to treat such
conditions as mild depression, anxiety, and eating disorders.
Following a successful trial, the scheme was launched in East Lothian
on September 10 to coincide with the start of National Suicide
Prevention Week. Edinburgh City Council is also considering
introducing the project....
Edinburgh Evening News, Sept. 8

Canada returns Australia’s
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WebJunction free
webinar, “A
Hitchhiker’s Guide to
Library Surveys,”
presented by Colleen
Eggett, training
coordinator for the
Utah State Library.
Contact: WebJunction.

Sept. 18–
Dec. 11:

Protecting Library
and Archive
Collections: Disaster
Preparedness,
Response, and
Recovery, a series of
free, two-part
workshops conducted
by the Western States
and Territories
Preservation
Assistance Service
and held in California,
Hawaii, Oregon, Utah,
and Washington. The
workshop days are
scheduled 5-10 weeks
apart. Participants will
prepare short
assignments prior to
the first session.
Workshop days are
scheduled 5–10 weeks
apart. Contact:
Barclay Ogden,
WESTPAS, 510-6424946.

Oct. 15–26:

K12 Online free
virtual conference. For
teachers,
administrators, and
educators around the
world interested in the
use of Web 2.0 tools
in classrooms and
professional practice.
“Playing with
Boundaries.”
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oldest printed document

At a luncheon hosted by Australian
Prime Minister John Howard at
Government House in Canberra
September 11, Prime Minister Stephen
Harper repatriated the oldest printed document in Australian history.
A playbill printed for a July 30, 1796, production in Sydney of Jane
Shore surfaced a few months ago after it was discovered by Elaine
Hoag, a rare book specialist at Library and Archives Canada, where
she found it in the 150-year-old scrapbook of a British banker....
Library and Archives Canada , Sept. 11

Tech Talk
Facebook groups for librarians

Oct. 19–24:

American Society
for Information
Science and
Technology, Annual
Meeting, Hyatt
Regency, Milwaukee,
Wisconsin. “Joining
Research and
Practice: Social
Computing and
Information Science.”
Contact: ASIST.

Oct. 23–25:

Ellyssa Kroski writes: “There are thousands of interest groups within
Facebook’s social nexus, each with a discussion board, area for
posting recent news, photos, videos, and bookmarks, as well as a
group wall on which members can leave passing comments. And
within that collection of groups, several hundred are relevant to the
LIS field. Here are some of the most popular groups of interest to
librarians.”...
iLibrarian blog, Sept. 7

Tribal Archives,
Libraries, and
Museums
Conference,
Oklahoma City.
“Guardians of
Language, Memory,
and Lifeways.”
Contact: Susan Feller.

New Google Books features

Oct. 27:

Google Books has added a new feature called My Library. Just click
on the “Add to my library” link below book search result snippets or
book detail pages and the book will be added to a publicly viewable
library page that you create where you can add reviews or ratings to
your books. You can also clip text from books to embed it in a blog
or web page. Finally, in page detail view, you will now see an
expandable “Popular passages” section. To create this, Google
analyzes which passages of a book appear in other books most
often....
Google Blogoscoped, Sept. 6

Change is good

Andrew Pace writes: “Boy, are things chaotic
now. I wanted to write about change today,
because I still think change is good. I was
surprised to see my colleague Roy Tennant caution against change
recently: ‘I wouldn’t want to change vendors now for the world. For
those of you who can wait for a bit, I think now is a great time to do
exactly that.’ His points about upheaval and the tenuous state of
some of the vendors are spot on, but as a prognosticator in this
market, I’m not sure I see things calming down anytime soon.”...
Hectic Pace blog, Sept. 12

Top 100 tech blogs

James Maguire writes: “Some tech blogs have truly distinguished
themselves, even in an incredibly crowded field. They’re full of inyour-face opinion, but that opinion (on most days, at least) is backed
up by deep expertise. They’re well-written and regularly updated,
usually penned by major industry players and seasoned observers.
They’re recognized as thought leaders on their subject. So, caveats
aside, here are Datamation’s 100 Top Tech Blogs, by category.”...
Datamation, Aug. 29
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Books for the Beast,
9th Young Adult
Literature Conference,
Roland Park Country
School, Baltimore, Md.
Sponsored by the
Enoch Pratt Free
Library. Contact: D.
Taylor, 410-3965356.

Oct. 29–30:

PALINET Conference
and Vendor Fair,
Tremont Plaza
Hotel/Tremont Grand,
Baltimore. Contact:
PALINET.

Oct. 29–31:

Internet Librarian,
Monterey, California,
Conference Center.
“2.0: Info Pros,
Library Communities,
and Web Tools.”

Nov. 1–2:

Understanding the
Data around Us:
Gathering and
Analyzing Usage
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Social networking for seniors

Technology investors and entrepreneurs,
long obsessed with connecting to
teenagers and 20-somethings, are
starting a host of new social networking sites targeting their parents
and grandparents. The sites have names like Eons, Rezoom, Multiply,
Maya’s Mom, Boomj, and Boomertown. They are being built to
capture the attention of a generation of internet users who have
more money and leisure time than those several decades younger,
and who may be more loyal than teens flitting from one trendy site
to the next....
International Herald Tribune, Sept. 6

Top 10 Wikipedia tricks

Gina Trapani writes: “Thanks to its freely available
content base, many Wikipedia-related projects have
sprung up that offer easy access to information.
Whether you want to do a quick lookup on your
mobile phone to settle a debate at the bar, mindmap related articles, integrate Wikipedia lookups
into your media player and instant messenger, or simply need better
and quicker search tools—check out our list of top 10 Wikipedia
tricks.” Number 1 is “Contribute,” something that many librarians are
eminently qualified to do....
Lifehacker, Sept. 12

The next chapters for e-books

In October, the online retailer Amazon.com will unveil the Kindle, an
electronic book reader that has been the subject of industry
speculation for a year; the Kindle will be priced at $400 to $500 and
will wirelessly connect to an ebook store on Amazon’s site. Also this
fall, Google plans to start charging users for full online access to the
digital copies of some books in its database; publishers will set the
prices for their own books and share the revenue with Google....
New York Times, Sept. 8

Ingram to distribute e-books through Swets

Ingram Digital Group’s MyiLibrary is partnering with Swets
subscription services to enable customers to access e-books and ejournals through one point of access. MyiLibrary offers access to
more than 70,000 e-books, with content coming from over 300
publishers....
Ingram Digital Group, Sept. 5

Actions & Answers
National Book Festival authors are podcasting

Several authors who will be attending LC’s National Book Festival in
Washington on September 29 have recorded some podcasts about
their works. There are podcasts from David Baldacci, Ken Burns,
Carmen Agra Deedy, Sanjay Gupta, and Shelia P. Moses, and at
least a half dozen more are expected. You can also subscribe to the
podcast feed....
Library of Congress

New anti–open access effort targets
research
A lobbying effort called PRISM—the Partnership
for Research Integrity in Science and Medicine,
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Data, Magnolia Hotel,
Dallas. Sponsored by
the National
Information Standards
Organization and
Amigos Library
Services. Contact:
NISO.

Nov. 2–3:

Ohio-KentuckyIndiana Children’s
Literature
Conference, South
Dearborn High School
Aurora, Indiana.
Contact: Patricia
Richards.

Nov. 7–10:

XXVII Charleston
Conference, Issues in
Book and Serial
Acquisition,
Charleston, South
Carolina. “What
Tangled Webs We
Weave.” Contact:
Katina Strauch.

Nov. 14–15:

Global Digital
Format Registry
Governance
Workshop, National
Archives and Records
Administration,
Washington, D.C. The
GDFR initiative, led by
the Harvard University
Library, aims to
develop an
architecture to
support a distributed
global registry for file
format information.
Contact: Robert
Chadduck, 301-8371585.

@ More...
Contact Us

American Libraries
Direct
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launched with development support from the Association of American
Publishers, specifically targets efforts to expand public access to
federally funded research results—including the National Institute of
Health’s Public Access Policy. This campaign is clearly focused on the
preservation of the status quo in scholarly publishing (along with the
attendant revenues) and not on ensuring that scientific research
results are distributed and used as widely as possible....
Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition, Sept. 6

Fair use is an economic boon

The Computer and Communications Industry
Association released a report (PDF file) September
12 concluding that fair use and other copyright
exemptions that libraries utilize are a major
contributor to economic growth in the United States. Long a central
issue for libraries, fair use allows for the lawful usage of copyrighted
works without the prior permission of the rights holder, under certain
conditions....

Science librarians as advocates for change

Science librarians are in a unique position to take a leadership role in
promoting scholarly communication initiatives and to aid in making
scientific information more accessible. “Scholarly Communication:
Science Librarians As Advocates for Change,” by Elizabeth C. Turtle
and Martin P. Courtois at Kansas State University, outlines steps and
identifies resources that science librarians can employ to become
scholarly communication advocates on their campuses....
Issues in Science and Technology Librarianship, no. 51 (Summer)

WGBH makes available
historical news videos

OpenVault, launched by the WGBH-TV
Media Library and Archives in Boston,
offers access to video clips and interview
transcrpits drawn from the public
television station’s award-winning
programming created between 1968 and
1993. The archive is designed to
encourage educators and scholars in higher education to incorporate
these materials into classroom curricula and outside study....
WGBH-TV OpenVault

NARA seeks input on digital archives plan

The National Archives and Records Administration is asking for
comments from the public on its draft Plan for Digitizing Archival
Materials for Public Access, 2007–2016 (PDF file). The draft outlines
planned strategies to digitize and make more accessible the historic
holdings from the National Archives of the United States. Comments
are due by November 9....
National Archives and Records Administration, Sept. 10

Information policy for the Library of
Babel

Copyfighter James Grimmelman—now at the New
York Law School—has posted a new draft paper
on “Information Policy for the Library of Babel.”
It’s an allegory about the Library of Babel
proposed in 1941 by Argentine writer Jorge Luis
Borges (1899–1986), in which all possible books
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are available—and about the information policy
the library’s guardians would have to implement
to make it the best library possible. James
proposes that the internet bears striking similarities to the Library of
Babel—and applies the lessons from its infinite depths to the
question of information policy for the Net....
Boing Boing, Sept. 9

Who’s saying what about No Child Left Behind

(PDF

file)

The Education Commission of the States launched a No Child Left
Behind Reauthorization database September 5—a single source for
“who’s saying what” about renewing the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act. The database captures the recommendations of
national organizations for revising specific NCLB requirements and
provisions, as well as how recent education reform priorities should
be part of the NCLB discussion....
Education Commission of the States, Sept. 5

The life of a library’s lawyer

When Robert Vanni took the general counsel’s job at the New York
Public Library, the world was still discovering the wonders of the fax
machine. Two decades later, Vanni and the library’s two other inhouse lawyers are dealing with a steady stream of knotty copyright
questions, now that works hidden away on the library’s shelves can
be digitized and broadly disseminated....
Law.com In-House Counsel, Sept. 4

Open Books Radio features
author interviews

Booklist Assistant Editor Donna
Seaman’s Open Books program, an
hour-long, Chicago-based radio
program on which she speaks with
writers whose work she finds
enlightening and affecting, now has a
website, thanks to a grant from the
Leo S. Guthman Fund. The site offers interviews with such authors as
Michael Chabon and Alison Swan (pictured), as well as some ALA
staffers who have written books....
Open Books Radio

New Orleans radio station donates jazz
to Library of Congress

WWOZ-FM, a community-supported radio station in
New Orleans, has gifted the Library of Congress with
more than 7,000 hours of live jazz and blues recordings
spanning 15 years. The contribution, which comes after
Hurricane Katrina’s floodwaters nearly destroyed the
station’s primary tape storage facility, will ensure the
safety of the station’s collection of historic recordings....
Library of Congress, Sept. 10

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/september/091207.htm[7/17/2014 1:10:30 PM]

AL Direct, September 12, 2007

IMLS funds $2.2 million in indigenous library
enhancements

The Institute of Museum and Library Services awarded 14 Native
American tribal communities and Alaska Native villages $1.75 million
to improve library services to their communities. An additional grant
of $519,700 went to Alu Like, Inc.’s Native Hawaiian Library in
Honolulu....
Institute of Museum and Library Services, Sept. 11

British Library uses video for
its annual report

The British Library is employing some
Web 2.0 techniques to get its message
across to the public in its 2006–07
Annual Report. Called “My Library,” the
report features Flash video clips of
Chief Executive Lynne Brindley (right)
and satisfied library users, pop-ups,
audio files, animated tables, and abundant opportunities for
feedback....
British Library

Books toolbox: 50+ sites for book lovers

Social networking blog Mashable offers this 2.0 list of book review
websites, book communities, interactive publishing, book search and
exchange sites, and other 2.0-like tools....
Mashable blog, Sept. 8

ABC-CLIO launches History and the Headlines

Constitution Day is September 17, and students and teachers
nationwide will have the opportunity to explore the evolving story of
the U.S. Constitution and the role it plays in our lives with the
September 12 launch of History and the Headlines: Constitution Day,
the first in the fall 2007 line-up of ABC-CLIO’s series of free, timely,
online history reference and activity collections....
ABC-CLIO, Sept. 12

LOL at Kirkwood Public Library

Teens at the Kirkwood (Mo.) Public Library
are planning a film festival and YouTube
contest to take place October 20 at the end
of Teen Read Week. To promote it, they put
together this one-minute video explanation of
the rules, noting that contest videos must
contain a scene at the library and be
humorous enough to “make us all LOL.”...
YouTube, Sept. 5

Top 25 librarian bloggers

The Online Education Database decided to find out who the most
popular library bloggers were: “In ranking the top librarian blogs, our
goal was to show—using objective data from reliable sources—which
blogs are the most popular, according to visitor traffic and site
backlinks. To this end, we used data for these four metrics to
calculate the rankings: Google PageRank, Alexa traffic rankings,
Technorati Authority, and Bloglines subscribers.”...
Online Education Database, Sept. 4

It’s the Bookinist!

(in German)
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The Bookinist is a mobile reading chair,
created by Bavarian designer Nils Holger
Moormann, that you can wheel to your
favorite study spots—even dark ones, since
it has its own reading lamp. Some 80
paperbacks can be stowed in the arms,
back, and sides, and the arms also contain
compartments for your magnifying glass,
writing notebook, pencils, pencil sharpener,
and bookmarks. As Moormann says, “The
Bookinist is equipped for both light and
heavy reading.” But if you want something bigger and cozier, try Big
Cozy Books....
Nils Holger Moormann; Big Cozy Books
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U.S. & World News
===========================================================================
NSL secrecy provisions ruled unconstitutional
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/september2007
/nslruling.cfm]
A provision of the USA Patriot Act allowing the FBI to issue National
Security Letters without court approval was deemed by a federal judge
September 6 to violate the First Amendment. NSLs, which have been used to
demand private information from libraries, telephone companies, internet
service providers, and other data-gathering bodies, have been under
scrutiny since a March internal FBI report detailing improper and illegal
use by the Justice Department....
California school librarian testifies on Elementary and Secondary
Education Act
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/ESEA2007.htm]
Mary K. Poeck, coordinator of library media services for the Jesse Bethel
High School in Vallejo, California, testified (PDF file
[http://www.ala.org/ala/washoff/woissues/schoollibraries/nochildleftbehind/
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NCLB_Testimony_09100.pdf]) on September 10 concerning the reauthorization
[http://blogs.ala.org/districtdispatch.php?title=only_two_weeks_left_to_sav
e_school_libra&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1] of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act and the importance of having a highly qualified school
library media specialist in every school. Poeck&rsquo;s testimony spoke
to the vital role of the school library in education and the need for
legislation like the Strengthening Kids&rsquo; Interest in Learning and
Libraries (SKILLs) Act....
School board blinks in library funding showdown
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/september2007
/kanawha.cfm]
The Kanawha County (W.Va.) school board narrowly approved September 4 the
restoration of $2.3 million from its FY2007&ndash;08 state revenues to
the Kanawha County Public Library in a 3&ndash;2 decision that overruled
school Superintendent Ron Duerring&rsquo;s unilateral decision a month
earlier to keep all the money for public school needs. &ldquo;I think
mostly we&rsquo;re relieved,&rdquo; remarked KCPL Director Alan Engelbert
after learning that he was not about to lose one-third of his budget
after all....
Illinois library connects kids with Space Station
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/september2007
/bordenspace.cfm]
Gail Borden Public Library in Elgin, Illinois, made interstellar history
September 5 when it became the first public library to host a live
conversation (WMV file
[http://pointers.audiovideoweb.com/stcasx/1c2win1533/GailBordenLibrary/gbld
isscast.wmv/play.asx]) with an astronaut aboard the International Space
Station. At 1:38 p.m. Central time, the voice of astronaut Clay Anderson
traveled from 200 miles above the Earth to answer questions from students
ranging in level from 2nd grade to high school....
Saugus ekes out return to full-time hours
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/september2007
/saugusagain.cfm]
The Saugus (Mass.) Public Library expanded its hours to 50.4 per week
effective September 4, just in time to avoid repaying a $1.1-million
grant to the state. Interim Library Director Ewa Jankowska, who replaced
Mary Rose Quinn after she resigned unexpectedly August 9, has worked out
a staffing schedule for the expanded hours, but at that rate her money
will run out at the end of February....
Lapeer branches rebound after millage approved at last
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/september2007
/lapeer.cfm]
After nine months of severely reduced service caused by budget shortfalls
that stemmed from the failure of two millage increases in 2006, Lapeer
(Mich.) District Library reopened its five closed branches September 4.
Voters had been warned that a third defeat would have forced officials to
close the remaining three libraries in 2008....
===========================================================================
[http://www.hwwilson.com]
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===========================================================================
ALA News
===========================================================================
Only two weeks left to save school libraries
[http://blogs.ala.org/districtdispatch.php?title=only_two_weeks_left_to_sav
e_school_libra&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1]
All librarians and library advocates are asked to contact their
Representatives to ensure the inclusion of the Strengthening Kids&rsquo;
Interest in Learning and Libraries (SKILLs) Act in the reauthorization of
the No Child Left Behind Act on September 24. This is the single most
important piece of legislation concerning school libraries that will come
before Congress this year. Visit the Legislative Action Center
[http://www.capwiz.com/ala] for the most recent information on bill
sponsors and to contact your Representative....
District Dispatch blog, Sept. 11
Study: Public library internet use flourishes, but funding lags
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/plfta07.htm]
Ever-growing patron demand for computer and internet services in public
libraries has stretched existing internet bandwidth, computer
availability, and building infrastructure to capacity, according to a new
study,
[http://www.ala.org/ala/ors/publiclibraryfundingtechnologyaccessstudy/0607r
eport.htm] Libraries Connect Communities: Public Library Funding &
Technology Access Study 2006–2007, conducted by ALA and the Information
Use Management and Policy Institute at Florida State University. The
study found that more than 73% of libraries are the only source of free
public access to computers and the internet in their communities. Listen
to an audio interview (MP3 file
[http://www.ala.org//ala/pio/presscentera/piopresskits/libraryfundingtechno
logyaccessstudypresskit/Podcast.mp3]) summarizing the survey, featuring
ALA Project Manager Larra Clark and American Libraries Associate Editor
Pamela Goodes....
ALA and Friends of Libraries USA agree to merge
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/alafolusa07.htm]
Effective September 12, ALA and Friends of Libraries USA have agreed that
FOLUSA will provide executive management for ALA’s Association of Library
Trustees and Advocates division for a period of 12 months, with the
expectation that FOLUSA and ALTA will seek to combine into an expanded
division of the ALA on August 31, 2008....
Loriene Roy on net neutrality
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/netneut2007.htm]
Last week, the U.S. Department of Justice Antitrust Division filed
comments calling upon the FCC to carefully consider the possible effects
of regulating the internet. ALA implores the FCC to ensure that producers
and consumers of information are able to access and provide services on
the internet free from discriminatory practices, to ensure network
neutrality....
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Kansas State Library to host Rural Broadband Summit
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/KSbroadbandsummit.h
tm]
On September 18, 2007, the State Library of Kansas in Manhattan will host
a summit on rural broadband, co-sponsored by ALA&rsquo;s Office for
Information Technology Policy and featuring several ALA members. The goal
of the event—&ldquo;A Whole New Mind: Providing Accessible Broadband
Internet for Kansas&rdquo;—&ldquo;to encourage communities to establish
strategies for broadband access and to propose actions or policies at the
state level to support these community strategies.&rdquo;...
Aponte to run for Spectrum
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/sspr.htm]
San Diego County (Calif.) Library Director José Aponte will run in the
Chicago Marathon to raise awareness and funds for the ALA Spectrum
Scholarship Program. The 26.2-mile race will take place on October 4.
Aponte is a formerly ranked national duathlete and continues to
participate in endurance sports, most recently completing the Barcelona
Marathon in March. Join Aponte and his family in contributing to the
Spectrum Scholarship, by sending a check or pledge to ALA Spectrum.
[http://www.ala.org/ala/diversity/spectrum/spectrum.htm]...
We the People Bookshelf: Created Equal grants
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/nehppo.htm]
The Public Programs Office is partnering with the National Endowment for
the Humanities for the fifth &ldquo;We the People&rdquo; Bookshelf
project. This year&rsquo;s theme is &ldquo;Created Equal.&rdquo; Public
and school (K–12) libraries are invited to apply online from September 10
through January 25. In spring 2008, NEH and ALA will select 3,000
libraries to receive the &ldquo;Created Equal&rdquo; Bookshelf. Those
selected will be required to use the Bookshelf selections in programs for
young readers in their communities....
AL Focus
===========================================================================
6th National Conference of African American Librarians
[http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/national-conference-african-american-librari
ans-2007]
This glimpse (2:18) into the Black Caucus of the American Library
Association’s 6th National Conference of African American Librarians,
held August 2–5, features the opening of the Fort Worth Public Library’s
Akwaaba exhibit (consisting of original works created or owned by Texas
librarians); words from speaker Harry Robinson Jr., author Mary Monroe
(above), and FWPL’s Gleniece Robinson; and a peek at the “A Night at the
Stockyards” President’s Banquet....
AASL&#8217;s School Libraries Count! survey
[http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/aasls-school-libraries-count-survey]
Keith Curry Lance (right), former director of Colorado’s Library Research
Service, speaks about the AASL School Libraries Count! survey, to be
presented officially at the AASL Conference in Reno in October. Lance
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/september/091207.txt[7/17/2014 1:10:32 PM]

discusses (2:10) the importance of gathering accurate data on school
libraries, survey fatigue, and the average copyright date for health and
medicine info in school libraries. (Hint: It’s older than most of the
kids.)...

Featured review: Adult books
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=2178556]
Russo, Richard. Bridge of Sighs. Oct. 2007. 544p. Knopf, hardcover
(978-0-375-41495-4).
Here is the novel Russo was born to write. Coursing with humor and
humanity, the sixth novel by the bard of Main Street U.S.A. gives full
expression to the themes that have always been at the heart of his work:
the all-important bond between fathers and sons, the economic desperation
of small-town businesses, and the lifelong feuds and friendships that are
a hallmark of small-town life. Following a trio of best friends who grew
up in upstate Thomaston, New York, over 50 years, the novel captures some
of the essential mysteries of life, including the unanticipated moments
of childhood that will forever define one&rsquo;s adulthood....
@ Visit Booklist Online [http://www.booklistonline.com/] for other
reviews and much more....

Division News
===========================================================================
AASL seeks School Libraries Count! data proposal
[http://www.ala.org/ala/aasl/slcsurveyrfp.cfm]
In January 2007, AASL launched a longitudinal survey, School Libraries
Count!, to gain an understanding of the state of school library media
programs nationally. The survey will be conducted annually, and AASL is
seeking proposals for developing an online data analysis tool to provide
access to the survey data....
AASL to sponsor four Spectrum Scholars
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/aaslss.htm]
AASL will sponsor the attendance of up to four Spectrum scholars at its
13th National Conference and Exhibition in Reno, Nevada, October 25–28.
Each will be provided with full registration and a $750 travel stipend.
Spectrum Scholars will also be paired with a mentor for the duration of
the conference and will receive special recognition at key events....
Storytellers at AASL
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/aaslr.htm]
Join master storytellers Steven Henegar, Erica Lann-Clark, and Olga Loya
as they share their excitement in stories historical, traditional,
personal, and contemporary at the AASL 13th National Conference and
Exhibition in Reno, Nevada. The AASL Storytelling Festival: Eye of the
Story, will be held on Thursday, October 25, from 8 to 10 p.m....
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Studying Students
[http://blogs.ala.org/acrlpodcast.php?title=studying_students_the_undergrad
uate_rese&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1]
College & Research Libraries News Editor-In-Chief David Free talks with
Judi Briden, Katie Clark, and Ann Marshall of the University of Rochester
River Campus Libraries about their use of ethnographic techniques to
understand undergraduate students and their use of information in this
ACRL podcast (16:37). Briden, Clark, and Marshall are contributors to the
ACRL publication Studying Students: The Undergraduate Research Project at
the University of Rochester.
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog2&_pn=product_deta
il&_op=2434]...
PLA preconference options
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/pla08.htm]
The 12th National Conference of the Public Library Association will offer
a wide selection of preconferences designed to inform public library
staff and administrators on topics and issues relevant to their jobs.
All-day and half-day preconferences will be offered March 25 and 26,
2008, allowing conference attendees the opportunity to intensively
address issues important to their public libraries....
Round Table News
===========================================================================
Depository Library Councilors needed
[http://www.ala.org/ala/godort/godortcommittees/godortnominating/dlcform.ht
m]
The Government Documents Round Table is seeking nominees for the
Depository Library Council, an advisory board to the Public Printer of
the United States. The GODORT Steering Committee will select up to five
names during the ALA Midwinter Meeting in Philadelphia. The deadline for
applications and nominations is December 7....
Awards
===========================================================================
2007 Quill Book Awards [http://www.thequills.org/press.html]
The winners of the 2007 Quill Book Awards, the “only book awards to pair
a populist sensibility with Hollywood-style glitz,” were announced
September 10 in 19 different categories. The gala awards ceremony will be
held on October 22 at Frederick P. Rose Hall in New York City. The
reading public now has the opportunity to vote
[http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/13422333/] for Quill Book of the Year from
these titles....
Quill Book Awards, Sept. 10
Nominate someone for an ACRL award...
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/acrlal.htm]
ACRL is committed to celebrating the achievements of academic and
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research librarians through the presentation of awards, grants, and
fellowships. With almost $34,000 donated annually by corporate sponsors,
ACRL will continue to nominate, select, and honor the very best in
academic librarianship. Nominations and supporting materials for most
awards must be submitted by December 7....
...or an ALCTS award
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/alctsda08.htm]
ALCTS presents seven awards to honor individuals whose work represents
the finest achievements in research, collaboration, creative work,
leadership, and service in the field of library collections and technical
services and to support travel for library support staff to attend the
ALA Annual Conference. The deadline is December 1....
Media specialist is king for a day
[http://www.indystar.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070905/LOCAL0104/7090
50336]
Carl Harvey, library media specialist at North Elementary School in
Noblesville, Indiana, couldn’t help but smile September 4 when he walked
into the school’s gymnasium, where nearly every person donned a necktie.
Even the 450 students made and colored their own paper neckties in honor
of Harvey, who loves neckties and has about 200 in his collection. The
library received
[http://www.noblesvilleschools.org/nobldist.nsf/SBH/F1B83725DB8E03938525734
700609876?OpenDocument] AASL’s 2007 National School Library Media Program
of the Year award for its collaboration with the rest of the staff to
help students in all grades seek information and develop problem-solving
skills....
Indianapolis Star, Sept. 5; Noblesville Schools
Oklahoma&#8217;s 2007 Polly Clarke Award
[http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/article.aspx?articleID=070902_1_A25_RWorl55
567]
Barbara McBride-Smith of Tulsa’s Hoover Elementary School has been
awarded the state’s top honor for school library media specialists. The
Oklahoma Association of School Library Media Specialists presented
McBride-Smith with the 2007 Polly Clarke Award on August 31....
Tulsa World, Sept. 2
Deadline for Downs Award
[http://www.lis.uiuc.edu/about/awards/downs-award.html]
The deadline for nominations for the 2007 Robert B. Downs Intellectual
Freedom Award, presented annually by the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign Graduate School of Library and Information Science, is
October 12. The award acknowledges individuals or groups who have
furthered the cause of intellectual freedom, particularly as it impacts
libraries and information centers and the dissemination of ideas....
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign GSLIS
===========================================================================
[http://americanlibrariesbuyersguide.com]
===========================================================================
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Seen Online
===========================================================================
Justice Department against net neutrality
[http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/20625194/]
The Justice Department said on September 6 that internet service
providers should be allowed to charge a fee for priority web traffic. The
agency told the Federal Communications Commission, which is reviewing
high-speed internet practices, that it is opposed to “net neutrality,”
the principle that all internet sites should be equally accessible to any
web user. Several phone and cable companies, such as AT&T, Verizon, and
Comcast, have previously said they want the option to charge some users
more money for loading certain content or websites faster than others....
Associated Press, Sept. 6
Presidential library bills gathering dust in the Senate
[http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/news/politics/national/stories
/DN-librarydonors_10nat.ART.State.Edition2.4234fdb.html]
Legislation that would force the Bush presidential library to disclose
its donors is stalled in the Senate, as is a bill that would nullify
President Bush’s decision to allow White House records to be sealed
forever without explanation. The bills have strong backing from
government watchdog groups and no outspoken opponents. The House sent
both measures to the Senate in March, and a Senate committee gave its
approval before Congress went on summer vacation....
Dallas (Tex.) Morning News, Sept. 10
Boston Public Library receives $10 million gift for its map center
[http://www.boston.com/business/articles/2007/09/06/maps_lead_to_a_public_j
ewel/]
Retired Boston developer and map aficionado Norman B. Leventhal is
contributing $10 million for a permanent endowment of the Boston Public
Library’s map center, the library’s largest gift ever. Leventhal, 90, is
also making a long-term loan to BPL’s Norman B. Leventhal Map Center of
178 of his most valuable historic maps of Boston, New England, and the
world....
Boston Globe, Sept. 6
Prisons purging religious books from libraries
[http://www.nytimes.com/2007/09/10/us/10prison.html]
Behind the walls of federal prisons nationwide, chaplains have been
quietly carrying out a systematic purge of religious books and materials
that were once available to prisoners in chapel libraries. The chaplains
were directed by the Bureau of Prisons to clear the shelves of any books,
tapes, CDs, and videos that are not on a list of approved resources. In
some prisons, the chaplains have recently dismantled libraries that had
thousands of texts collected over decades, bought by the prisons, or
donated by churches and religious groups....
New York Times, Sept. 10
Scotland&#8217;s National Library flooded
[http://news.scotsman.com/scotland.cfm?id=1453912007]
A desperate battle to save thousands of historic books was launched the
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night of September 10 after five floors of the National Library of
Scotland flooded [http://www.nls.uk/news/index.html#5] when a sprinkler
pipe was split by a contractor working on a refurbishment project.
Firefighters and library staff worked through the night to salvage the
threatened parts of the collection. Some modern books and manuscripts
suffered surface water damage, but all of the “important, iconic” books
were saved....
The Scotsman (Edinburgh), Sept. 11; National Library of Scotland
Student, grandmother confiscate high school library book
[http://www.tuscaloosanews.com/article/20070912/NEWS/70912004/1007]
Fifteen-year-old Lysa Harding picked a book at random from Brookwood
(Ala.) High School&rsquo;s library for a book report in early September.
Now, she doesn&rsquo;t want to return it. Harding and her grandmother,
Pam Pennington, say the book is too sexually explicit and shouldn&rsquo;t
be on school library bookshelves. The novel, Sandpiper by Ellen
Wittlinger, tells the story of a 15-year-old girl who is on a
&ldquo;sexual power trip and engages in random hookups&rdquo; for oral
sex....
Tuscaloosa (Ala.) News, Sept. 12
Wikipedia vandals use the Bellingham library
[http://www.bellinghamherald.com/102/story/176688.html]
For nearly two years, more than 119 edits have taken place from
Bellingham (Wash.) Public Library terminals to Wikipedia pages, many of
them not so nice or appropriate. From removing a reference to the 1999
Olympic Pipe Line disaster from the Bellingham Wikipedia page to adding
&ldquo;Iraq sucks&rdquo; to the Iraq page, library visitors appear to
have a proclivity for changing the facts or merely goofing off on the
pages....
Bellingham (Wash.) Herald, Sept. 10
NYPL pays tribute to Astor [http://www.nysun.com/article/62463]
The New York Public Library celebration of the life of Brooke Astor
September 11 focused on her passion for reading and writing and her
ability to communicate the importance of the library to other New
Yorkers. Astor is credited with helping the library out of financial
crisis in the 1970s and into its current era of stability and recognition
as a world-class institution. The formal program, which lasted just over
an hour, included Nobel Literature Laureate Toni Morrison reading Astor’s
childhood poems....
New York Sun, Sept. 12
Library fundraiser celebrates sinking ship
[http://tomsrivertimes.micromediapubs.com/news/2007/0901/community_news/015
.html]
The Toms River branch of the Ocean County (N.J.) Library will host a
“Last Dinner on the Titanic” September 28. The proceeds will benefit the
Hurricane Katrina recovery efforts of the Hancock County (Miss.) Library.
The seven-course dinner, a replica of the final meal served in the
Titanic’s first-class dining room on the fateful night of April 14, 1912,
is from one of two menus that survived, according to Last Dinner on the
Titanic: Menus and Recipes from the Great Liner author Rick Archbold, who
will be a featured guest at the event....
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Toms River (N.J.) Times, Sept. 1
More strike action planned in Victoria
[http://www.vicnews.com/portals-code/list.cgi?paper=36&cat=23&id=1061954&mo
re=0]
More shutdowns are likely on the way at the Greater Victoria (B.C.)
Public Library. The union representing library workers says it plans to
escalate job action until the Greater Victoria Labour Relations
Association, which represents the library, is willing to return to the
bargaining table. Library workers at all eight GVPL branches walked off
the job for three hours September 7 in their first action after giving a
72-hour strike notice....
Victoria (B.C.) News, Sept. 12
Toronto closings irk patrons [http://www.thestar.com/article/254809]
Toronto’s library board, looking to slash $1.2 million in spending by the
end of the year, opted to do away with Sunday hours at 16 branches from
Scarborough to Etobicoke. September 9 was the first day for the closings,
which are scheduled to last through the end of December. Judging by the
number of people who stopped by, however, the news was quite a
surprise....
Toronto Star, Sept. 10
First Mexican presidential library nears completion
[http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/metro/stories/MYSA090707.04A.Fox.304c933.
html]
Mexico’s first presidential library and museum, known as the Fox Center,
[http://centrofox.org.mx/cebm_c070507.html] is scheduled for completion
in December on President Vicente Fox’s ranch in the state of Guanajuato.
It will house a department for academic researchers, a think tank for
research and development, a library and archival center to store
thousands of documents and images taken during Fox’s six years in office,
and a cultural center for hosting large events....
San Antonio (Tex.) Express-News, Sept. 6
Radical books in London libraries
[http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/6980888.stm]
Public libraries serving the densest population of Muslims in London have
been inundated with extremist literature, according to a report (right,
PDF file [http://www.socialcohesion.co.uk/pdf/HateOnTheState.pdf]) by a
right-leaning think tank, the Centre for Social Cohesion. Multiple copies
of books were found in Tower Hamlets borough libraries that would feature
on any jihadist reading list, the report said. Tower Hamlets Council said
their Islamic collections had been imbalanced, but they were improving....
BBC News, Sept. 5
Patients go to the library for mental health
[http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1438782007]
Doctors in Scotland are prescribing self-help books to treat such
conditions as mild depression, anxiety, and eating disorders. Following a
successful trial, the scheme was launched in East Lothian on September 10
to coincide with the start of National Suicide Prevention Week. Edinburgh
City Council is also considering introducing the project....
Edinburgh Evening News, Sept. 8
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Canada returns Australia&#8217;s oldest printed document
[http://www.collectionscanada.ca/whats-new/013-301-e.html]
At a luncheon hosted by Australian Prime Minister John Howard at
Government House in Canberra September 11, Prime Minister Stephen Harper
repatriated the oldest printed document in Australian history. A playbill
printed for a July 30, 1796, production in Sydney of Jane Shore surfaced
a few months ago after it was discovered by Elaine Hoag, a rare book
specialist at Library and Archives Canada, where she found it in the
150-year-old scrapbook of a British banker....
Library and Archives Canada , Sept. 11
Tech Talk
===========================================================================
Facebook groups for librarians
[http://oedb.org/blogs/ilibrarian/2007/hottest-facebook-groups-for-libraria
ns/]
Ellyssa Kroski writes: “There are thousands of interest groups within
Facebook&rsquo;s social nexus, each with a discussion board, area for
posting recent news, photos, videos, and bookmarks, as well as a group
wall on which members can leave passing comments. And within that
collection of groups, several hundred are relevant to the LIS field. Here
are some of the most popular groups of interest to librarians.”...
iLibrarian blog, Sept. 7
New Google Books features
[http://blogoscoped.com/archive/2007-09-06-n55.html]
Google Books has added a new feature called My Library. Just click on the
“Add to my library” link below book search result snippets or book detail
pages and the book will be added to a publicly viewable library page that
you create where you can add reviews or ratings to your books. You can
also clip text from books to embed it in a blog or web page. Finally, in
page detail view, you will now see an expandable “Popular passages”
section. To create this, Google analyzes which passages of a book appear
in other books most often....
Google Blogoscoped, Sept. 6
Change is good
[http://blogs.ala.org/pace.php?title=change_is_good&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1]
Andrew Pace writes: “Boy, are things chaotic now. I wanted to write about
change today, because I still think change is good. I was surprised to
see my colleague Roy Tennant caution against change
[http://www.libraryjournal.com/blog/1090000309/post/1100013910.html]
recently: ‘I wouldn’t want to change vendors now for the world. For those
of you who can wait for a bit, I think now is a great time to do exactly
that.’ His points about upheaval and the tenuous state of some of the
vendors are spot on, but as a prognosticator in this market, I’m not sure
I see things calming down anytime soon.”...
Hectic Pace blog, Sept. 12
Top 100 tech blogs
[http://itmanagement.earthweb.com/cnews/article.php/3696546]
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James Maguire writes: “Some tech blogs have truly distinguished
themselves, even in an incredibly crowded field. They&rsquo;re full of
in-your-face opinion, but that opinion (on most days, at least) is backed
up by deep expertise. They&rsquo;re well-written and regularly updated,
usually penned by major industry players and seasoned observers.
They&rsquo;re recognized as thought leaders on their subject. So, caveats
aside, here are Datamation&rsquo;s 100 Top Tech Blogs, by category.”...
Datamation, Aug. 29
Social networking for seniors
[http://www.iht.com/articles/2007/09/06/technology/websocial.php]
Technology investors and entrepreneurs, long obsessed with connecting to
teenagers and 20-somethings, are starting a host of new social networking
sites targeting their parents and grandparents. The sites have names like
Eons, Rezoom, Multiply, Maya’s Mom, Boomj, and Boomertown. They are being
built to capture the attention of a generation of internet users who have
more money and leisure time than those several decades younger, and who
may be more loyal than teens flitting from one trendy site to the next....
International Herald Tribune, Sept. 6
Top 10 Wikipedia tricks
[http://lifehacker.com/software/lifehacker-top-10/top-10-wikipedia-tricks-2
98696.php]
Gina Trapani writes: “Thanks to its freely available content base, many
Wikipedia-related projects have sprung up that offer easy access to
information. Whether you want to do a quick lookup on your mobile phone
to settle a debate at the bar, mind-map related articles, integrate
Wikipedia lookups into your media player and instant messenger, or simply
need better and quicker search tools—check out our list of top 10
Wikipedia tricks.” Number 1 is “Contribute,” something that many
librarians are eminently qualified to do....
Lifehacker, Sept. 12
The next chapters for e-books
[http://www.nytimes.com/2007/09/06/technology/06amazon.html]
In October, the online retailer Amazon.com will unveil the Kindle, an
electronic book reader that has been the subject of industry speculation
for a year; the Kindle will be priced at $400 to $500 and will wirelessly
connect to an ebook store on Amazon&rsquo;s site. Also this fall, Google
plans to start charging users for full online access to the digital
copies of some books in its database; publishers will set the prices for
their own books and share the revenue with Google....
New York Times, Sept. 8
Ingram to distribute e-books through Swets
[http://www.ingramdigital.com/index.php?option=com_idvnews&id=43]
Ingram Digital Group’s MyiLibrary is partnering with Swets subscription
services to enable customers to access e-books and e-journals through one
point of access. MyiLibrary offers access to more than 70,000 e-books,
with content coming from over 300 publishers....
Ingram Digital Group, Sept. 5
Actions & Answers
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National Book Festival authors are podcasting
[http://www.loc.gov/bookfest/podcasts/]
Several authors who will be attending LC’s National Book Festival in
Washington on September 29 have recorded some podcasts about their works.
There are podcasts from David Baldacci
[http://www.loc.gov/bookfest/podcasts/baldacci.html], Ken Burns
[http://www.loc.gov/bookfest/podcasts/burns.html], Carmen Agra Deedy
[http://www.loc.gov/bookfest/podcasts/deedy.html], Sanjay Gupta
[http://www.loc.gov/bookfest/podcasts/gupta.html], and Shelia P. Moses
[http://www.loc.gov/bookfest/podcasts/moses.html], and at least a half
dozen more are expected. You can also subscribe
[http://www.loc.gov/bookfest/podcasts/podcast_NBF2007.xml] to the podcast
feed....
Library of Congress
New anti&#8211;open access effort targets research
[http://www.arl.org/sparc/advocacy/07-0907prism.html]
A lobbying effort called PRISM&#8212;the Partnership for Research
Integrity in Science and Medicine, [http://www.prismcoalition.org]
launched with development support from the Association of American
Publishers, specifically targets efforts to expand public access to
federally funded research results—including the National Institute of
Health&rsquo;s Public Access Policy. This campaign is clearly focused on
the preservation of the status quo in scholarly publishing (along with
the attendant revenues) and not on ensuring that scientific research
results are distributed and used as widely as possible....
Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition, Sept. 6
Fair use is an economic boon
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/fairusestudy2007.ht
m]
The Computer and Communications Industry Association released a report
(PDF file
[http://www.ccianet.org/artmanager/uploads/1/FairUseStudy-Sep12.pdf])
September 12 concluding that fair use and other copyright exemptions that
libraries utilize are a major contributor to economic growth in the
United States. Long a central issue for libraries, fair use allows for
the lawful usage of copyrighted works without the prior permission of the
rights holder, under certain conditions....
Science librarians as advocates for change
[http://www.istl.org/07-summer/article2.html]
Science librarians are in a unique position to take a leadership role in
promoting scholarly communication initiatives and to aid in making
scientific information more accessible. “Scholarly Communication: Science
Librarians As Advocates for Change,” by Elizabeth C. Turtle and Martin P.
Courtois at Kansas State University, outlines steps and identifies
resources that science librarians can employ to become scholarly
communication advocates on their campuses....
Issues in Science and Technology Librarianship, no. 51 (Summer)
WGBH makes available historical news videos [http://openvault.wgbh.org/]
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OpenVault, launched by the WGBH-TV Media Library and Archives in Boston,
offers access to video clips and interview transcrpits drawn from the
public television station’s award-winning programming created between
1968 and 1993. The archive is designed to encourage educators and
scholars in higher education to incorporate these materials into
classroom curricula and outsied study....
WGBH-TV OpenVault
NARA seeks input on digital archives plan
[http://www.archives.gov/comment/digitizing-plan.html]
The National Archives and Records Administration is asking for comments
from the public on its draft Plan for Digitizing Archival Materials for
Public Access, 2007–2016 (PDF file
[http://www.archives.gov/comment/nara-digitizing-plan.pdf]). The draft
outlines planned strategies to digitize and make more accessible the
historic holdings from the National Archives of the United States.
Comments are due by November 9....
National Archives and Records Administration, Sept. 10
Information policy for the Library of Babel
[http://www.boingboing.net/2007/09/09/information-policy-f.html]
Copyfighter James Grimmelman—now at the New York Law School—has posted a
new draft paper on &#8220;Information Policy for the Library of
Babel.&#8221; [http://works.bepress.com/james_grimmelmann/16/] It’s an
allegory about the Library of Babel proposed in 1941 by Argentine writer
Jorge Luis Borges (1899–1986), in which all possible books are
available—and about the information policy the library’s guardians would
have to implement to make it the best library possible. James proposes
that the internet bears striking similarities to the Library of Babel—and
applies the lessons from its infinite depths to the question of
information policy for the Net....
Boing Boing, Sept. 9
Who&#8217;s saying what about No Child Left Behind
[http://www.ecs.org/clearinghouse/75/50/7550.pdf] (PDF file)
The Education Commission of the States launched a No Child Left Behind
Reauthorization database
[http://www.ecs.org/ecsmain.asp?page=/html/educationIssues/NCLBreauthorizat
ion/NCLB_parapro_DB_intro.asp] September 5—a single source for “who’s
saying what” about renewing the Elementary and Secondary Education Act.
The database captures the recommendations of national organizations for
revising specific NCLB requirements and provisions, as well as how recent
education reform priorities should be part of the NCLB discussion....
Education Commission of the States, Sept. 5
The life of a library&#8217;s lawyer
[http://www.law.com/jsp/ihc/PubArticleIHC.jsp?id=1188550947505]
When Robert Vanni took the general counsel’s job at the New York Public
Library, the world was still discovering the wonders of the fax machine.
Two decades later, Vanni and the library’s two other in-house lawyers are
dealing with a steady stream of knotty copyright questions, now that
works hidden away on the library’s shelves can be digitized and broadly
disseminated....
Law.com In-House Counsel, Sept. 4
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/september/091207.txt[7/17/2014 1:10:32 PM]

Open Books Radio features author interviews
[http://www.openbooksradio.org/]
Booklist Assistant Editor Donna Seaman’s Open Books program, an
hour-long, Chicago-based radio program on which she speaks with writers
whose work she finds enlightening and affecting, now has a website,
thanks to a grant from the Leo S. Guthman Fund. The site offers
interviews with such authors as Michael Chabon and Alison Swan
(pictured), as well as some ALA staffers who have written books....
Open Books Radio
New Orleans radio station donates jazz to Library of Congress
[http://www.loc.gov/today/pr/2007/07-159.html]
WWOZ-FM, a community-supported radio station in New Orleans, has gifted
the Library of Congress with more than 7,000 hours of live jazz and blues
recordings spanning 15 years. The contribution, which comes after
Hurricane Katrina&rsquo;s floodwaters nearly destroyed the
station&rsquo;s primary tape storage facility, will ensure the safety of
the station&rsquo;s collection of historic recordings....
Library of Congress, Sept. 10
IMLS funds $2.2 million in indigenous library enhancements
[http://www.imls.gov/news/2007/091107c.shtm]
The Institute of Museum and Library Services awarded 14 Native American
tribal communities and Alaska Native villages $1.75 million to improve
library services to their communities. An additional grant of $519,700
went to Alu Like, Inc.&rsquo;s Native Hawaiian Library in Honolulu....
Institute of Museum and Library Services, Sept. 11
British Library uses video for its annual report
[http://www.bl.uk/about/annual/2006to2007/index.html]
The British Library is employing some Web 2.0 techniques to get its
message across to the public in its 2006–07 Annual Report. Called “My
Library,” the report features Flash video clips of Chief Executive Lynne
Brindley (right) and satisfied library users, pop-ups, audio files,
animated tables, and abundant opportunities for feedback....
British Library
[http://mashable.com/2007/09/08/books-toolbox/]Books toolbox: 50+ sites
for book lovers [http://mashable.com/2007/09/08/books-toolbox/]
Social networking blog Mashable offers this 2.0 list of book review
websites, book communities, interactive publishing, book search and
exchange sites, and other 2.0-like tools....
Mashable blog, Sept. 8
ABC-CLIO launches History and the Headlines
[http://www.abc-clio.com/publishing/pressview.aspx?contentid=100247]
Constitution Day is September 17, and students and teachers nationwide
will have the opportunity to explore the evolving story of the U.S.
Constitution and the role it plays in our lives with the September 12
launch of History and the Headlines: Constitution Day
[http://www.historyandtheheadlines.abc-clio.com/ConstitutionDay07], the
first in the fall 2007 line-up of ABC-CLIO's series of free, timely,
online history reference and activity collections....
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/september/091207.txt[7/17/2014 1:10:32 PM]

ABC-CLIO, Sept. 12
LOL at Kirkwood Public Library
[http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eI8n2O_3frY]
Teens at the Kirkwood (Mo.) Public Library are planning a film festival
and YouTube contest to take place October 20 at the end of Teen Read
Week. To promote it, they put together this one-minute video explanation
of the rules, noting that contest videos must contain a scene at the
library and be humorous enough to “make us all LOL.”...
YouTube, Sept. 5
Top 25 librarian bloggers
[http://oedb.org/library/features/top-25-librarian-bloggers-by-the-numbers]
The Online Education Database decided to find out who the most popular
library bloggers were: “In ranking the top librarian blogs, our goal was
to show&mdash;using objective data from reliable sources&mdash;which
blogs are the most popular, according to visitor traffic and site
backlinks. To this end, we used data for these four metrics to calculate
the rankings: Google PageRank, Alexa traffic rankings, Technorati
Authority, and Bloglines subscribers.”...
Online Education Database, Sept. 4
It&#8217;s the Bookinist!
[http://www.moormann.de/moebel/sitzmoebel/bookinist/bilder-galerie.html]
(in German)
The Bookinist is a mobile reading chair, created by Bavarian designer
Nils Holger Moormann, that you can wheel to your favorite study
spots—even dark ones, since it has its own reading lamp. Some 80
paperbacks can be stowed in the arms, back, and sides, and the arms also
contain compartments for your magnifying glass, writing notebook,
pencils, pencil sharpener, and bookmarks. As Moormann says, “The
Bookinist is equipped for both light and heavy reading.” But if you want
something bigger and cozier, try Big Cozy Books
[http://bigcozybooks.com/]....
Nils Holger Moormann; Big Cozy Books

[http://www.techsoup.org/stock/libraries/default.asp?cg=libad&sg=ald]
[http://www.techsoup.org/stock/libraries/default.asp?cg=libad&sg=ald]
===========================================================================
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/midwinter/2008/geninfo.htm]
Bundled price on Midwinter and Annual meetings&#8212;only in September.
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/midwinter/2008/registration.h
tm#bundle] You can save 20% over the advance price you would pay if you
bought each registration separately. If you know you are attending both
the 2008 Midwinter Meeting in Philadelphia and the 2008 Annual Conference
in Anaheim, this is the way to save. This deal is only available to ALA
members. The bundled price is $290 for ALA members and $285 for division
members. The offer is good through September 30.
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[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog&_pn=product_detai
l&_op=2426]
Here is absolutely everything you need to create your own celebrity READ
posters! The new READ CD box set
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog&_pn=product_detai
l&_op=2426] now comes with Adobe Photoshop Elements 4.0, giving you all
the tools you need to design your own award-winning READ posters and
bookmarks. Adobe&rsquo;s easy-to-use editing software lets you instantly
enhance your photos and combine them with eye-catching designs to create
custom images. NEW! From ALA Graphics.
[http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/teenreading/teenreading.htm]
Five days left to register for Teen Read Week
[http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/teenreading/teenreading.htm]! Registration
[http://www.ala.org/trw07template.cfm?section=trw&template=/cfapps/trw/reg.
cfm] ends September 17, and YALSA needs you to show your support for teen
literacy, find activity ideas and media recommendations, and win a visit
from author Tiffany Trent. Get ready to LOL @ your library October 14–20.
In this issue
September 2007
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/tableofcontents/2007contents/sept2007.cfm]
The First Amendment Needs New Clothes
Rethinking the Library Bill of Rights
What’s a Library Worth?
ALA Awards

Harry Potter and public libraries:
[http://plablog.org/2007/08/harry-potter-and-public-libraries-essays-needed
-for-upcoming-perpsectives-column.html] What’s your take? That&rsquo;s
the topic of the next &ldquo;Perspectives,&rdquo; a regular feature in
Public Libraries. The magazine welcomes essays on any library aspect of
Harry Potter. Essays should be 750–1,000 words, and photographs are
welcome. Letters of intent are appreciated, with first drafts due
September 15.
Career Leads from
[http://joblist.ala.org/]
Information Literacy Operations Librarian,
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/september/091207.txt[7/17/2014 1:10:32 PM]

[http://joblist.ala.org/modules/jobseeker/controller.cfm?scr=jobdetail&jobi
d=7710] University of California at Los Angeles College Library. This
one-year temporary position will provide in-depth reference services,
both virtually and in person; coordinate requests for
information-literacy instruction and maintain a schedule of sessions; and
introduce improvements and innovations to College Library instructional
services....
@ More jobs [http://joblist.ala.org/]...

Digital Library of the Week
[http://www.libraries.wvu.edu/exhibits/asimov/rare/mana.jpg]
[http://www.cfmemory.org/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/cfm&CISOPTR=2186&REC=4
]
Central Florida Memory [http://www.cfmemory.org/] is a unique digital
collection of material contributed by partner institutions to create a
virtual place where visitors can discover what Central Florida was like
before theme parks and the space program. Diaries and letters describe
the region and how people survived day-by-day in this extreme and rugged
environment. Maps, photographs, and postcards illustrate how the region
looked in the early years and how it changed over time. Voters&rsquo;
registration, funeral records, and city directories provide demographic
information on the Central Florida settler. Partner institutions are the
University of Central Florida, the Orange County Regional History Center,
Rollins College, the Orange County Library System, and the Museum of
Seminole County History.
Do you know of a digital library collection that we can mention in this
AL Direct feature? Tell us about it. [mailto:aldirect@ala.org]

Public Perception
How the World
Sees Us
“Any librarians are highly intelligent, bordering on intellectual. I’d
much rather be stuck in a lift with a librarian than Paris Hilton.”
?New Zealand fashion designer Paula Ryan, after a promotion for her style
workshop at the Library and Information Association of New Zealand upset
librarians with its stereotyping of the profession as “conservative and
dated,” Auckland (N.Z.) Sunday Star Times, Sept. 2.

From the CentenniAL Blog
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/september/091207.txt[7/17/2014 1:10:32 PM]

[http://www.officemuseum.com/Office_Military_Tabulating_Machines.jpg]
: from Big Blue to computers, 1944&#8211;1965.
[http://blogs.ala.org/AL100.php?title=technology_coverage_part_3_from_big_b
lue_1965&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1] Greg Landgraf writes: “I was a bit
overexcited when I opened the September 1944 issue of the ALA Bulletin
and found an article on Montclair (N.J.) Public Library’s use of
International Business Machines to analyze library usage statistics. In
my head, IBM equals computers, and computers equal cool. In any event,
the inspiringly-titled ‘Business Machine&mdash; Tool of Library Progress’
(Sept. 1944, p. 291–294) wasn’t about a computer by the modern
(electronic and programmable) definition. While there’s no explicit model
or even machine type listed, it looks like Montclair was using a
punchcard-based tabulating machine. Despite starring only a computer
precursor, the article seems to have the energy and excitement of the
herald of a new, computerized era. No doubt they’ll arrive on the scene
shortly, right? Well ... not quite.”...
See the Blog [http://blogs.ala.org/AL100.php] for more....
[http://blogs.ala.org/AL100.php]

Ask the ALA Librarian

Q. We’re launching a capital campaign for a new library branch, along
with pursuing several foundation grants. We’re all very new to this and
would appreciate any tips or guidelines on putting together an effective
(and hopefully successful) grant application.
A. Definitely begin with ALA Library Fact Sheet 24, Library Fund Raising:
A Selected Annotated Bibliography,
[http://www.ala.org/library/fact24.html] which lists several books,
articles, and websites that should prove helpful, especially:
Grants for Libraries: A How-To-Do-It Manual and CD-ROM for Librarians
[http://www.neal-schuman.com/db/5/505.html] by Stephanie K. Gerding and
Pamela H. MacKellar, published by Neal-Schuman, 2006; also see the
authors’ Library Grants [http://www.librarygrants.blogspot.com] blog.
Grant Resources on the Web: Where to Look When You Need Funding
[http://www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlpubs/crlnews/backissues1999/julyaugust4/gr
antresources.cfm] by Dawn Ventress Knight and Emma Bradford Perry in
College and Research Libraries News 60, no. 7 (July/August 1999):
543–545. Last revised: May 21, 2007.
Also see the Grants and GrantWriting
[http://webjunction.org/do/Navigation?category=403] page at WebJunction,
and the December 15, 2002, Library Journal article, Building the Dream
Campaign Team: A Seasoned Professional Tells How to Raise Money and Win
Votes for a New Library
[http://www.libraryjournal.com/article/CA260876.html] by Julie Guinsler.
See our other resources on Fundraising
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/september/091207.txt[7/17/2014 1:10:32 PM]

[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Fundraising] and
Advocacy, [http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Advocacy] as
well as the ALA Professional Tips wiki
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Grantwriting] for
more....
@ The ALA Librarian [mailto:AskTheLibrarian@ala.org] welcomes your
questions.

Calendar
Sept. 17–18:
Future of Music Policy Summit,
[http://www.futureofmusic.org/events/summit07/] Washington, D.C. The
keynote speaker is Marybeth Peters of the U.S. Copyright Office. Sessions
on cultural preservation, metadata, net neutrality, and licensing are
planned. Contact: Future of Music Coalition,
[mailto:summit@futureofmusic.org] 202-822-2051.
Sept. 18:
WebJunction free webinar,
[http://webjunction.org/do/Navigation?category=13496] “A Hitchhiker’s
Guide to Library Surveys,” presented by Colleen Eggett, training
coordinator for the Utah State Library. Contact: WebJunction.
[http://webjunction.org/do/DisplayContent?id=13377]
Sept. 18–
Dec. 11:
Protecting Library and Archive Collections: Disaster Preparedness,
Response, and Recovery, [http://www.westpas.org/courses.html] a series of
free, two-part workshops conducted by the Western States and Territories
Preservation Assistance Service and held in California, Hawaii, Oregon,
Utah, and Washington. The workshop days are scheduled 5-10 weeks apart.
Participants will prepare short assignments prior to the first session.
Workshop days are scheduled 5–10 weeks apart. Contact: Barclay Ogden,
[mailto:bogden@westpas.org] WESTPAS, 510-642-4946.
Oct. 15–26:
K12 Online [http://k12onlineconference.org/] free virtual conference. For
teachers, administrators, and educators around the world interested in
the use of Web 2.0 tools in classrooms and professional practice.
“Playing with Boundaries.”
Oct. 19–24:
American Society for Information Science and Technology,
[http://www.asis.org/Conferences/AM07/] Annual Meeting, Hyatt Regency,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. &ldquo;Joining Research and Practice: Social
Computing and Information Science.&rdquo; Contact: ASIST.
[mailto:asis@asis.org]
Oct. 23–25:
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/september/091207.txt[7/17/2014 1:10:32 PM]

Tribal Archives, Libraries, and Museums Conference
[http://www.tribalconference.org], Oklahoma City. &ldquo;Guardians of
Language, Memory, and Lifeways.” Contact: Susan Feller.
[mailto:sfeller@oltn.odl.state.ok.us]
Oct. 27:
Books for the Beast, [http://www.prattlibrary.org/home/beastie.aspx] 9th
Young Adult Literature Conference, Roland Park Country School, Baltimore,
Md. Sponsored by the Enoch Pratt Free Library. Contact: D. Taylor,
[mailto:beast@prattlibrary.org] 410-396-5356.
Oct. 29–30:
PALINET Conference and Vendor Fair,
[http://www.palinet.org/2007conference/annualconference.aspx]Tremont
Plaza Hotel/Tremont Grand, Baltimore. Contact: PALINET.
[mailto:palinet@palinet.org]
Oct. 29–31:
Internet Librarian [http://www.infotoday.com/il2007/default.shtml],
Monterey, California, Conference Center. “2.0: Info Pros, Library
Communities, and Web Tools.”
Nov. 1–2:
Understanding the Data around Us: Gathering and Analyzing Usage Data,
[http://www.niso.org/news/events_workshops/usage07/index.html] Magnolia
Hotel, Dallas. Sponsored by the National Information Standards
Organization and Amigos Library Services. Contact: NISO.
[mailto:nisohq@niso.org]
Nov. 2–3:
Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Children&#8217;s Literature Conference,
[http://www.thomasmore.edu/oki/Conference_07.html] South Dearborn High
School Aurora, Indiana. Contact: Patricia Richards.
[mailto:patricia.richards@kentonlibrary.org]
Nov. 7–10:
XXVII Charleston Conference, [http://www.katina.info/conference/] Issues
in Book and Serial Acquisition, Charleston, South Carolina. &ldquo;What
Tangled Webs We Weave.&rdquo; Contact: Katina Strauch.
[mailto:strauchk@cofc.edu]
Nov. 14–15:
Global Digital Format Registry Governance Workshop,
[http://www.archives.gov/era/research/global-digital-format-registry.html]
National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C. The GDFR
initiative, led by the Harvard University Library, aims to develop an
architecture to support a distributed global registry for file format
information. Contact: Robert Chadduck, [mailto:robert.chadduck@nara.gov]
301-837-1585.
@ More [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/datebook/datebook.cfm]...

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/september/091207.txt[7/17/2014 1:10:32 PM]

Contact Us
American Libraries Direct

AL Direct is a free electronic newsletter emailed every Wednesday to
personal members of the American Library Association [http://www.ala.org].
George M. Eberhart,
Editor:
geberhart@ala.org [mailto:geberhart@ala.org]
Daniel Kraus,
Associate Editor:
dkraus@ala.org [mailto:dkraus@ala.org]
Greg Landgraf,
Editorial Assistant:
glandgraf@ala.org [mailto:glandgraf@ala.org]
Karen Sheets,
Graphics and Design:
ksheets@ala.org [mailto:ksheets@ala.org]
Taína Benítez,
Production Editor:
tbenitez@ala.org [mailto:ksheets@ala.org]
Leonard Kniffel,
Editor-in-Chief,
American Libraries: lkniffel@ala.org [mailto:lkniffel@ala.org]
To advertise in American Libraries Direct, contact:
Brian Searles, bsearles@ala.org [mailto:bsearles@ala.org]
Send feedback: aldirect@ala.org [mailto:aldirect@ala.org]
To unsubscribe from American Libraries Direct: click here [<%=
edition.unsubscribeLink %>]
AL Direct FAQ:
www.ala.org/aldirect/
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/aldirecta/aldirect.cfm]
All links outside the ALA website are provided for informational purposes
only. Questions about the content of any external site should be
addressed to the administrator of that site.
American Libraries
50 E. Huron St.
Chicago, IL 60611
www.ala.org/alonline/ [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/index.cfm]
800-545-2433,
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/september/091207.txt[7/17/2014 1:10:32 PM]

ext. 4216
ISSN 1559-369X.

To unsubscribe from this newsletter: click here [<%=
edition.unsubscribeLink %>]

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/september/091207.txt[7/17/2014 1:10:32 PM]

AL Direct, September 19, 2007

Contents

The e-newsletter of the American Library Association | September 19, 2007

U.S. & World News
ALA News
AL Focus
Booklist Online
Division News
Round Table News
Awards
Seen Online
Tech Talk
Actions & Answers
Calendar

Editor’s Note: Due to staff training, next week’s AL Direct will mail
on Thursday, September 27.

U.S. & World News
Sandpiper caged in Alabama

An Alabama girl is refusing to return Ellen Wittinger’s
Sandpiper to her school library, claiming that the
novel goes into too much detail about sex for high
school students. Brookwood (Ala.) High School
sophomore Lysa Harding recently picked out the book
at random for a book report. Harding’s grandmother,
Pam Pennington, has filed a complaint with the school
and will argue her case before a review committee....

Georgetown branch to reopen in 2010

Renovation of the District of Columbia Public Library’s Georgetown
branch, which was severely damaged by an April 30 fire, is expected
to be complete by September 2010. DCPL officials said that the
damage to the branch’s map collections, photos, and oil paintings
was not as extensive as they had originally thought. Branch Manager
Mary Hernandez estimated that more than 80% of the holdings in
the Peabody Room, which contained irreplaceable artifacts and
documents on Georgetown’s history, had been saved....

ALA News
Treasure your freedom to read

According to the ALA Office for Intellectual
Freedom, more than one book a day faces
removal from free and open public access in U.S.
schools and libraries. During Banned Books Week,
September 29–October 6, thousands of libraries

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/september/091907.htm[7/17/2014 1:10:36 PM]

Join us in Philadelphia
for the 2008 ALA
Midwinter Meeting,
January 11–16. Exhibitors
check here for past
attendance numbers and
future conference dates.
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and bookstores throughout the nation will
celebrate a democratic society’s most basic
freedom—the freedom to read. There were 546
known attempts to remove books in 2006, and
more than 9,200 attempts since OIF began to
compile and publish information on book
challenges in 1990....

Banned Books Week in
Chicago

OIF Director Judith Krug and Shawn
Healy, resident scholar from the
McCormick Tribune Freedom Museum in
Chicago, discuss Banned Books Week
on Chicago Access Network TV. They
also mention the Banned Books Week
Read-Out! on Michigan Avenue, a
September 29 event where authors will
read from their favorite banned and challenged books....

In A Good Match:
Library Career
Opportunities for
Graduates of Liberal
Arts Colleges,
Rebecca A. WatsonBoone offers behindthe-scenes
perspectives on the
lives of real liberal
arts-educated
librarians who have
chosen librarianship.
NEW! From ALA
Editions.

Chicago Access Network TV, Sept. 17

Banned Books Week in the virtual world

OIF is offering Banned Books Week activities for librarians and the
general public in virtual worlds Second Life and Teen Second Life,
and on the social networking sites MySpace and Facebook. ALA is
working with other library partners—Alliance Library System, Alliance
Second Life Library, TAP Information Services, and the new ALA
membership group Virtual Communities and Libraries—to provide an
interactive experience centered on Banned Books Week, September
29–October 6....

Jim Rettig and ALA

In Episode #21 of the District Dispatch podcast (6:26), ALA
President-Elect Jim Rettig takes time out from his visit to D.C. to tell
the Washington Office’s Andy Bridges about some of his ideas for
ALA and for librarianship in the coming years....
District Dispatch blog, Sept. 14

Library patrons face long lines for computers (MP3
audio)

WBEZ arts and culture reporter Gianofer Fields talks with Larra Clark,
project manager for the ALA Office for Research and Statistics, on
key findings of the Public Library Funding and Technology Access
Study 2006–2007, conducted by ALA and the Information Use
Management and Policy Institute at Florida State University....
WBEZ-FM radio, Chicago, Sept. 13

AL Focus
Banned Books Week read-
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Less than one week to
save school libraries.
All librarians and library
advocates are asked to
contact their
Representatives to ensure
the inclusion of the
Strengthening Kids’
Interest in Learning and
Libraries (SKILLs) Act in
the reauthorization of the
No Child Left Behind Act
on September 24. This is
the single most
important piece of
legislation concerning
school libraries that will
come before Congress
this year.
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AL Direct, September 19, 2007

out!

Authors Chris Crutcher, Robie Harris
(right), and Carolyn Mackler—who all
know a thing or two about banned
books—invite you to come to Chicago
September 29 to participate in the
Banned Books Week Read-Out! Chicago
celebrities will join authors 1–4 p.m. to read passages from their
favorite banned and challenged books. Admission is free. This video
announcement (1:53) was produced by the ALA Office for Intellectual
Freedom....

The First
Amendment Needs
New Clothes
Rethinking the
Library Bill of Rights
What’s a Library
Worth?

Featured review: Books for
youth

Stein, David Ezra. Leaves. Aug. 2007.
32p. Putnam, hardcover (978-0-39924636-4).
To Bear, in his first year, everything is
new. He lives on a tiny island with a few
trees, flowers, berries, and butterflies, and
he dances with joy—until he sees a leaf
fall to the ground. He wonders, “Are you okay?” More leaves
fall. “He tried to catch them and put them back on . . . but it
was not the same.” As he watches the leaves fall and blanket
the ground, he grows sleepy, finds a cave-like hole, fills it
with leaves, and burrows into it to sleep away the winter. The
narrative works seamlessly with the freewheeling, expressive
artwork....

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
Division News
Every Child Ready to Read PR kit

A promotional kit is now on hand to help you publicize
materials and workshops for the “Every Child Ready to
Read @ your library” program—developed by PLA and
ALSC—to parents, grandparents, preschool teachers,
childcare providers, and others in your community who
are interested in early childhood literacy. The kit contains
customizable materials to use in library publications or on your
website....

Survey calls for targeted school library support

The average school library today is a well-connected facility with
significant numbers of computers for students and staff to do
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ALA Awards

Through October 5,
Illinois State University’s
Milner Library is hosting
“Forever Free:
Abraham Lincoln’s
Journey to
Emancipation,” a
traveling exhibition
sponsored by the ALA
Public Programs Office, in
conjunction with the
university’s yearlong
150th celebration. The
large-panel exhibit offers
reproductions of rare
historical documents,
period photographs,
engravings, lithographs,
and political cartoons.

Career Leads
from

Dean of Libraries,
University of South
Dakota, Vermillion.
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research, according to an AASL survey of school library media
centers. But the survey also suggests that school district leaders
need to pay more attention to their elementary school libraries and
that larger schools should be spending more per pupil on their
libraries than they do now....
eSchool News, Sept. 18

Nancy Pearl to present “Book Buzz” at
PLA 2008

Literary taste-maker and librarian action-figure model
Nancy Pearl will present “Book Buzz” at PLA’s 12th
National Conference in Minneapolis on March 26, 2008.
Pearl will be joined by representatives from top
publishers to discuss some of the best forthcoming
books. The event is open to all attendees and requires
no advance registration. Pearl will also deliver the
keynote address at the Young Adult Luncheon March 28....

Kevin Nealon will keynote PLA Closing
Session

Actor, comedian, and writer Kevin Nealon will present
the keynote address at the Closing General Session of
PLA’s 12th National Conference in Minneapolis on
March 29, 2008. Nealon is best known as one of the
longest-running cast members in the history of
Saturday Night Live....

Provides leadership,
planning, and oversight
for all services and
functions of the I.D.
Weeks Library and the
Lommen Health
Sciences Library.
Maintains and builds
library resources and
services for students
and faculty in the arts,
humanities, sciences,
and social sciences....

@ More jobs...
Digital Library
of the Week

Promoting diversity in academic libraries

ACRL has released a white paper on “Achieving Racial and Ethnic
Diversity among Academic and Research Librarians: The Recruitment,
Retention, and Advancement of Librarians of Color” (PDF file).
Authors Teresa Neely and Lorna Peterson discuss efforts to promote,
develop, and foster workplaces that are representative of a diverse
population. The paper stresses empirically supported and assessable
solutions to increasing the diversity in the academic library
workforce....

Last chance to save $50 at AASL

September 28 is the advance registration deadline for the AASL 13th
National Conference and Exhibition, October 25–28, in Reno, Nevada.
AASL members can save up to $50 off the regular on-site
registration prices....

YALSA gears up for Midwinter

YALSA will kick off the ALA Midwinter Meeting in Philadelphia,
January 11–16, with “Taking Teen Services to the Next Level,” a
one-day preconference focusing on advocacy on January 11. The
division’s annual Gaming Night has become a hotly anticipated event
for Midwinter attendees as well. Finally, Midwinter marks the
announcement of the 2008 Youth Media Awards....

Round Table News
Visit the CLENE blog, CEBuzz

CEBuzz is a group blog brought to you
by the Continuing Library Education
Network and Exchange Round Table. Launched in June and
coordinated by Peter Bromberg, its mission is to provide a thought-
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The Illinois Digital
Newspaper Collection
is a project of the
History, Philosophy, and
Newspaper Library at
the University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign
Library. The IDNC is a
repository of digital
facsimiles of historic
Illinois newspapers.
Using digital imaging
technology, the library
has converted
microfilmed newsprint
into preservation-quality
image files. Equipped
with Olive Software’s
Active Paper Archive
platform, the IDNC
delivers access versions
of the image files
through a customizable,
user-friendly interface
that allows users with
an internet connection
to browse newspapers
by date, or search by
keyword across articles,
advertisements and
photo captions.
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provoking resource for those interested in and responsible for CE and
staff development in libraries....

Awards
Cleveland Public Library
receives preservation award

The Cleveland Public Library has been
selected to receive the 2007 Award
for Outstanding Commitment to the
Preservation and Care of Collections.
This annual award is presented jointly
by the American Institute for
Conservation of Historic and Artistic
Works and Heritage Preservation. The Cleveland Public Library is the
first public library to receive this prestigious national award since its
inception in 1999. As part of its preservation program, the library
reaches out to professional conservators at the Intermuseum
Conservation Association and the Northeast Document Conservation
Center for expert treatment of their special collections....
Heritage Preservation, Sept. 19

Diversity Research Grants announced

The Office for Diversity has named Karen E. Downing, Mark Winston
and Allison Rainey, and Allison M. Sutton as recipients of the 2007
Diversity Research Grants, a $2,000 award for original research and
a $500 travel grant to attend and present at ALA Annual
Conference....

2008 AASL awards program

More than $50,000 is available in 2008 through the annual AASL
awards program. Eleven awards, grants, and scholarships recognize
and support outstanding contributions to the school library media
field in a variety of categories, including leadership, reading,
information technology, and distinguished service to the profession....

Kilgour Research Award

Nominations are invited for the 2008 Frederick G. Kilgour Award for
Research in Library and Information Technology, sponsored by OCLC
and LITA. The award recognizes research relevant to the
development of information technologies. The deadline for
nominations is December 31....

LITA/Brett Butler Entrepreneurship Award

Nominations are open for the LITA/Brett Butler Entrepreneurship
Award. Sponsored by Thomson Gale, this award is given annually to
recognize a librarian or library that demonstrates exemplary
entrepreneurship by providing an innovative product or service
through the skillful and practical application of information
technology. The deadline for nominations is December 1....

Seen Online
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Currently the Daily Illini
from 1916 to 1928 and
the Urbana Daily
Courier from 1916 to
1925 are available, with
plans for expansion.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.

Public
Perception
How the World
Sees Us

“More recently, a
statute called the
USA Patriot Act has
become the focus of
a good deal of
hysteria, some of it
reflexive, much of it
recreational.
    “My favorite
example is the wellpublicized
resolution of the
American Library
Association
condemning what
the librarians claim
to believe is a
section of the
statute that
authorizes the FBI
to obtain library
records and to
investigate people
based on the books
they take out...
    “First a word on
the organization
that gives us this
news. The motto of
this organization is
‘Free people read
freely.’ When it was
called to their
attention that there
are 10 librarians
languishing in
Cuban prisons for
encouraging their
fellow countrymen
to read freely, an
imprisonment that
has been
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More censorship by check-out

A Maine woman wants to keep local children from
seeing an acclaimed 1993 sex education book, It’s
Perfectly Normal, written by Robie H. Harris and
illustrated by Michael Emberley, so she checked out
copies from the Lewiston and Auburn public
libraries. And she won’t give them back. In an
August 22 letter to the newspaper, JoAn Karkos
cited a war on morality and called the volume
“pornographic.”...
Lewiston (Me.) Sun-Journal, Aug. 22, Sept. 18

Ashland approves library tax levy

Jubilant library backers in Ashland, Oregon, say their branch of the
Jackson County Library should open in late October—November 1 at
the latest—after nearly three-fourths (74.6%) of voters September
18 approved a property tax levy to supplement the library budget.
The money raised by the levy will boost operations at the Ashland
library to 40 hours per week from the 24 proposed by Jackson
County, retain outreach services to Head Start and senior centers,
and offer living wages for workers. Jackson County is expected to
approve a contract with the Maryland firm LSSI on September 26 to
manage the entire library system....
Medford (Oreg.) Mail Tribune, Sept. 16, 18, 19

condemned by Lech
Walesa and Vaclav
Havel, among
others, this
association declined
to vote any
resolution of
condemnation,
although they did
find time at their
convention to
condemn their own
government.”
—Judge Michael B. Mukasey,
President Bush’s nominee for
U.S. Attorney General, in
“The Spirit of Liberty: Before
Attacking the Patriot Act, Try
Reading It,” Wall Street
Journal, May 10, 2004.

Ask the ALA
Librarian

Shortfall for San Francisco branch
renovations

Lack of oversight, staff vacancies, and construction
delays have contributed to a $50-million shortfall
in San Francisco’s ambitious project to overhaul its
branch libraries, according to a report released
September 17 by the Office of the Controller. To
date, the program has resulted in five completed
projects, with four under construction and three to
begin construction this fall, according to City
Librarian Luis Herrera....
San Francisco Examiner, Sept. 18

Suburban Chicago libraries use IM reference
service

Hoping to connect with younger patrons, the Evanston (Ill.) Public
Library is shelving tradition for a new role: instant messenger buddy.
Working under the screen name EPLRef, librarians have ventured into
the domain of teen gossip, offering reference services in IM format.
The effort, rolled out in August, may help libraries attract the
internet generation....
Chicago Tribune, Sept. 13

Sculpture found in library crawl
space may be from 1860s

A broken, white marble bust and pedestal
discovered in a nearly inaccessible crawl space
during recent restoration work at the Manchesterby-the-Sea (Mass.) Public Library could be a piece
of Civil War–era art worth nearly $200,000. An
expert said the sculpture, inscribed “America
Honoring Her Fallen Brave,” could be a twin of a
bust of Columbia created by James Henry
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Q. With the publicity
leading up to
Banned Books
Week, I'm getting
questions about why
our library keeps
banned books in our
collection. How do I
respond?
A. This is a frequent
question for us, too,
not just now with
Banned Books Week
coming up (it’s
September 29–
October 6, 2007). We
consulted with ALA’s
Office for Intellectual
Freedom on tips for
responding.
    First, it helps to
explain the difference
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Haseltine that is owned by a New York art gallery....
Gloucester (Mass.) Daily Times, Sept. 13

Librarian helps inmates escape—through books

You’ll need a calculator to count the number of days Margo
Fesperman has spent inside the Mecklenburg County, North Carolina,
jail. With a master’s degree in library and information science, she
manages the jail library system. Fesperman’s mission, as she says, is
to “fight crime with literacy.”...
Charlotte (N.C.) Observer, Sept. 16

Chicago’s Festival of Maps

Abraham Lincoln’s 1836 plat map of a
town that was never built (Huron, Illinois)
will be available for reference starting
November 2 at the Chicago Field Museum
as part of the city’s Festival of Maps,
billed as the biggest show of rare and
important maps ever assembled.
Thousands of maps are to be featured in coming months at 30
institutions. The unusual collaboration of so many cultural
organizations around a single topic was the brainchild of the Field
Museum, the Newberry Library, and private collectors who for years
had dreamed of launching such an exhibition....
Chicago Tribune, Sept. 18

Michigan Supreme Court won’t hear Bloomfield
case

The Michigan Supreme Court on September 19 denied Bloomfield
Hills attorney George Goldstone’s request for a rehearing of his case
against the Bloomfield Township Public Library. Goldstone had sued
the library, saying that all residents of the state should have access
to the full range of services at any public library in Michigan under
the state constitution....

between a banned
book and a challenged
book.
    Then, you want to
focus on the key
messages that
libraries provide ideas
and information
across the spectrum
of social and political
views; libraries are
one of our great
democratic institutions
that provide freedom
of choice for all
people; and parents
are responsible for
supervising their own
children’s library use.
   The OIF site
provides a wealth of
guidance to help you
respond to challenges
or take steps before
there is a challenge.
    See the ALA
Professional Tips wiki
for more....

@ The ALA Librarian
welcomes your
questions.

Detroit Free Press, Sept. 19

Tech Talk
Search startup ready to
challenge Google

One startup company, Powerset, is
pursuing a challenging goal: It’s aiming to
outshine the internet’s brightest star with a new search engine built
to outsmart Google. Powerset’s algorithms are programmed to
understand search requests submitted in plain English, a change from
the keyword system used by other search engines....
Associated Press, Sept. 17

Yahoo invites us into Mash

Mark Hendrickson writes: “A little more than two
months after rumors circulated about Yahoo’s new social network
Mosh, the company has given us a preview of a social network with a
slightly different name: Mash. The service includes features common
to Facebook, MySpace, and My Yahoo. You can load a set of modules
onto your profile page and move them around drag-and-drop
style.”...
TechCrunch, Sept. 14

Google Presentations goes live
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/september/091907.htm[7/17/2014 1:10:36 PM]

Calendar
Online Exhibits
Boston College
archives exhibits from
the O’Neill Library and
the Burns Library of
Rare Books and
Special Collections
online, including
“Media and U.S.
Wars,” “Free State
Art: Judging Ireland
by Its Book Covers,”
and “Lesser Lights or
Major Literary
Influences?”
Cornell University
Library, Ithaca, New
York: Online exhibits
include: “Gravely
Gorgeous: Gargoyles,
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Google Presentations, Google’s free competitor
to Microsoft’s PowerPoint software announced
last April, was added to the Google Docs suite
September 17. Some of its features are of
interest to anyone preparing a conference
presentation: “Create and keep presentations
in one place on the Web that’s accessible anytime, from any internetconnected computer. Edit together online and in real time, or
contribute at different times to the same presentation on the Web.
Present and control slide shows for all viewers over the Web, with no
special setup required.”...
Google Blog, Sept. 17; Webware, Sept. 17

Digg is overhauled

Social news site Digg headed for a major overhaul
September 19. As promised multiple times by founder
Kevin Rose, the site is launching social-networking
features that will make the site a lot more personal: complete
MySpace-style social-networking profiles with a comment section, and
the ability to share stories with a group of friends, rather than
banking on a homepage hit....
Mashable, Sept. 18

Preserving Virtual Worlds project

The Library of Congress has awarded a $590,000 grant to Rochester
Institute of Technology, the University of Illinois at UrbanaChampaign, Stanford University, the University of Maryland, and
Linden Lab (the creators of Second Life) to explore the issue of
digital preservation of video games and virtual worlds. The Preserving
Creative America Initiative will fund the Preserving Virtual Worlds
project, administered by LC under the National Digital Information
Infrastructure and Preservation Program....
Rochester Institute of Technology, Sept. 19

Virtually virtual reference

Andrew Pace writes: “I will admit that I used to be pretty down on
virtual reference. When the notion that librarians could get on board
with unsolicited virtual conversation first started, the grandiose
nature of the uptake—punctuated by prolonged navel-gazing
discussion of this supposed paradigm shift—made one think that
librarians had invented online chat. But now, rather than pretending
to have invented chat, some libraries are reverse-engineering the
best parts of the products that are out there.”...
Hectic Pace blog, Sept. 19

Creative 404 error pages

After showcasing a few user-friendly 404
error pages in July, Smashing Magazine
decided to ask its readers to design their
own clever and creative 404 pages. Here
are 40 of the best ones submitted,
arranged by appeal, poetry, emotion,
irony, explanation, and other categories....
Smashing Magazine, Aug. 15

Under the hood of Web 2.0

Ryan Deschamps lists 10 programming concepts that could help
librarians who have a basic knowledge of social-networking tools get
a better understanding of what brings Web 2.0 about (with a
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Grotesques, and the
19th-Century
Imagination,” “Not by
Bread Alone:
America’s Culinary
Heritage,” and
“Women in the
Literary Marketplace:
1800–1900.”
Library Company of
Philadelphia archives
exhibitions online,
including “Color-Plate
Books from the
Collection.”
The Library of
Congress has several
dozen online exhibits,
including “A Century
of Creativity: The
MacDowell Colony
1907–2007,” “Bob
Hope and American
Variety,” “Earth as
Art: A Landsat
Perspective,” “I Do
Solemnly Swear...
Inaugural Materials
from the Collections
of the Library of
Congress,” “Revising
Himself: Walt
Whitman and Leaves
of Grass,” and
“Churchill and the
Great Republic.” “The
Veterans History
Project” includes
digitized interviews,
letters, photographs,
stories, and audio and
video.
Los Angeles Public
Library: Online
exhibits include “1932
Los Angeles
Olympics,” “California
in the ’20s,” “Chance
Encounters: The L.A.
Project,” and “From
Hula Hoops to Hanoi:
L.A. Concerns 1954–
1965.”
New York University
offers several online
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minimum of three-letter acronyms and technical jargon). In simple
language, he covers object-oriented programming, client-side
scripting, Open Source software, and other challenging topics....
The Other Librarian blog, Sept. 6

Actions & Answers
PSA for New Jersey’s online
reference service

New Jersey’s statewide virtual
reference service, QandA NJ, ran this
30-second commercial during the MTV
Video Music Awards September 9,
comparing the service to a 24-hour
fast-food restaurant. “Now your library
is open late night too!”...
QandANJ.org

Are most published research findings flawed?

Robert Lee Hotz writes: “We all make mistakes and, if you believe
medical scholar John Ioannidis, scientists make more than their fair
share. By his calculations [published in PLoS Medicine], most
published research findings are wrong. Flawed research, for the most
part, stems not from fraud or formal misconduct, but from
miscalculation, poor study design, or self-serving data analysis.”...
Wall Street Journal, Sept. 14

So you think you’re an expert

Steven Bell writes: “I never thought much about expertise in
academic librarianship or what it might possibly mean. My guess is
that most of us academic librarians don’t go around thinking we are
experts and—based on an interesting article I recently read—I think
there’s a good chance that there’s no such thing as an expert
academic librarian.”...
ACRLog, Sept. 17

New Michigan Libraries Wiki

The Michigan Libraries Consortium has launched a
wiki as an online resource for librarians in the state.
The Michigan Libraries Wiki shares information on
what services libraries are offering, ranging from
coffee shop services to MySpace pages and
digitization projects, as well as sample library policies, consultant
lists, and RFP resources. The wiki is open for librarians and others to
add content to its pages....
Michigan Library Consortium, Sept. 18

Preservation in the Age of Large-Scale Digitization

The Council on Library and Information Resources seeks public
comment by October 5 on a white paper that examines preservation
issues relevant to large-scale digitization projects such as those being
done by Google, Microsoft, and the Open Content Alliance. The
paper, Preservation in the Age of Large-Scale Digitization (PDF file),
was written by Oya Rieger, interim assistant university librarian for
digital library and information technologies at Cornell University
Library....

exhibits, including
“Labor and the
Holocaust: The Jewish
Labor Committee and
the Anti-Nazi
Struggle,” “1968
Revisited,” and “A
Time to Live: The Life
and Writings of Erich
Maria Remarque.”
University at Buffalo
online exhibits
include: “Love Canal
@ 25,” “Science on
Stamps,” “Comic
Books in the ’50s,”
and “Albert Einstein
and the World Year of
Physics 2005.”
University of
Virginia,
Charlottesville: Online
exhibits include “In
the Brilliancy of the
Footlights: Creating
America’s Theatre”
and “Rave Reviews:
Bestselling Fiction in
America.” The Health
Sciences Library
maintains “Patients’
Voices in Early 19th
Century Virginia:
Letters to Doct. James
Carmichael and Son”
and online exhibits
including “Antiqua
Medicina: From Homer
to Vesalius,” “Surgical
Instruments from
Ancient Rome: A
Display of Ancient
Instruments from
Antiquity,” “Very Ill!
The Many Faces of
Medical Caricature in
Nineteenth Century
England and France,”
and “Bad Blood: The
Troubling Legacy of
the Tuskegee Syphilis
Study.”

@ More...

Council on Library and Information Resources; Digitization 101, Sept. 15

Register for free civics and citizenship
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toolkit

Public libraries can register for a free Civics and
Citizenship Toolkit, which contains educational
materials that will help permanent residents learn
more about the United States and prepare for the
naturalization process. The toolkit is an initiative of
the Task Force on New Americans, a federal
partnership that includes the Institute of Museum
and Library Services and the Government Printing Office....
Institute of Museum and Library Services, Sept. 18

Laura Bush 21st-Century Librarian grant
applications

The Institute of Museum and Library Services invites libraries,
archives, library agencies, associations, and consortia to apply for the
Laura Bush 21st Century Librarian grant program. The program
supports efforts to recruit and educate the next generation of
librarians, as well as the faculty who will prepare them for careers in
library science. The deadline is December 17....
Institute of Museum and Library Services, Sept. 18

Gaming and the academic library

Brian Mathews writes: “I’ve recently started to turn against gaming
in academic libraries. I think it’s fine for special events or if you want
to disguise it as a ‘study break’ session, but trying to brand your
library as someplace cool because of Madden Tournaments or that
you have a Wii or Playstation available for checkout is weak.” Wayne
Bivens-Tatum agrees, calling it a “conceptual incommensurability.”...
Ubiquitous Librarian blog, Sept. 16; Academic Librarian blog, Sept. 16

Space marine librarians of
Warhammer 40,000

In the tabletop miniature wargame Warhammer
40,000, space marine librarians are responsible for
maintaining and adding to a Chapter’s annals and
the collective knowledge built up over millennia of
service. In battle, they are able to rip apart space
and slow down time, and are thus a force to be
reckoned with. My favorite: Ahriman of the
Thousand Sons, who journeyed through the galaxy
looting artifacts and who turned the entire Thousand Sons Legion into
mindless automata with his infamous Rubric of Ahriman....
Games Workshop; Wikipedia

IMLS/NEH Digital Partnership grants

The Institute of Museum and Library Services and the National
Endowment for the Humanities on September 17 announced the first
three grant recipients under “Advancing Knowledge: The IMLS/NEH
Digital Partnership,” a funding opportunity that brings together
museum, library, archive, and IT professionals with humanities
scholars to spur innovative digital projects. The Historical Society of
Pennsylvania, Tufts University, and the University of California at
Berkeley will receive a combined total of $1,047,455 for their work....
Institute of Museum and Library Services, Sept. 17

A conversation with Jeff Krull
Jeff Krull, director of the Allen County
(Ind.) Public Library, reminisces about
his childhood library in North
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Tonawanda, New York, in this first
(4:38) of a new video series by ACPL.
He also talks about his early reading
experiences and their influence on his
later life....
YouTube

Borders Educators Savings Week

It will soon be Borders Educators Savings Week, September 26 to
October 2, and librarians (current and retired) are included in the
25% discount offer on books and other materials (some restrictions
apply) purchased for personal or professional use. The bookstore
chain is also honoring educators by donating $50,000 to First Book, a
nonprofit that distributes new books to children from low-income
families through community-based mentoring, tutoring, and family
literacy programs....
Borders

“Guybrarian” submitted to Merriam-Webster

The word “guybrarian” has been proposed for approval in MerriamWebster’s Open Dictionary. “Guybrarian (noun): A male librarian in a
female dominated field. ‘With so many women studying library
science, Tim felt conspicuous as the only guybrarian in the class.’”
The Open Dictionary site is a place where you can submit and share
entries that aren’t already in Merriam-Webster’s Online Dictionary
and browse entries submitted by other members of the MerriamWebster Online community....
Merriam-Webster Online, Sept. 12
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U.S. & World News
=====================================================================================
=================================================================
caged in Alabama [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/september2007/sandpipercaged.cfm]
An Alabama girl is refusing to return Ellen Wittinger&rsquo;s Sandpiper to her school library, claiming that the novel
goes into too much detail
about sex for high school students. Brookwood (Ala.) High School sophomore Lysa Harding recently picked out the
book at random for a book report.
Harding&rsquo;s grandmother, Pam Pennington, has filed a complaint with the school and will argue her case before a
review committee....
Georgetown branch to reopen in 2010
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/september2007/georgetownbranch.cfm]
Renovation of the District of Columbia Public Library&rsquo;s Georgetown branch, which was severely damaged by
an April 30 fire, is expected to be
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complete by September 2010. DCPL officials said that the damage to the branch&rsquo;s map collections, photos, and
oil paintings was not as
extensive as they had originally thought. Branch Manager Mary Hernandez estimated that more than 80% of the
holdings in the Peabody Room, which
contained irreplaceable artifacts and documents on Georgetown&rsquo;s history, had been saved....
=====================================================================================
=================================================================
[http://www.hwwilson.com]
=====================================================================================
=================================================================
ALA News
=====================================================================================
=================================================================
Treasure your freedom to read [http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/bbw07.htm]
According to the ALA Office for Intellectual Freedom, more than one book a day faces removal from free and open
public access in U.S. schools and
libraries. During Banned Books Week, [http://www.ala.org/ala/oif/bannedbooksweek/bannedbooksweek.htm]
September 29–October 6, thousands of libraries
and bookstores throughout the nation will celebrate a democratic society’s most basic freedom—the freedom to read.
There were 546 known attempts to
remove books in 2006, and more than 9,200 attempts since OIF began to compile and publish information on book
challenges in 1990....
Banned Books Week in Chicago [http://video.google.com/videoplay?
docid=39760925864278601&q=banned+books+week&pr=goog-sl]
OIF Director Judith Krug and Shawn Healy, resident scholar from the McCormick Tribune Freedom Museum in
Chicago, discuss Banned Books Week on
Chicago Access Network TV. They also mention the Banned Books Week Read-Out!
[http://www.ala.org/ala/oif/oifprograms/bbwreadout/bbwreadout.htm] on
Michigan Avenue, a September 29 event where authors will read from their favorite banned and challenged books....
Chicago Access Network TV, Sept. 17
Banned Books Week in the virtual world [http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/bbwvw.htm]
OIF is offering Banned Books Week activities for librarians and the general public in virtual worlds Second Life and
Teen Second Life, and on the
social networking sites MySpace and Facebook. ALA is working with other library partners—Alliance Library
System, Alliance Second Life Library, TAP
Information Services, and the new ALA membership group Virtual Communities and Libraries—to provide an
interactive experience centered on Banned
Books Week, September 29–October 6....
Jim Rettig and ALA [http://blogs.ala.org/districtdispatch.php?
title=district_dispatch_podcast_21&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1]
In Episode #21 of the District Dispatch podcast (6:26), ALA President-Elect Jim Rettig takes time out from his visit to
D.C. to tell the Washington
Office’s Andy Bridges about some of his ideas for ALA and for librarianship in the coming years....
District Dispatch blog, Sept. 14
Library patrons face long lines for computers
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[http://audio.wbez.org/cityroom/2007/09/cityroom_20070913_gfields_Libr.mp3] (MP3 audio)
WBEZ arts and culture reporter Gianofer Fields talks with Larra Clark, project manager for the ALA Office for
Research and Statistics, on key
findings of the Public Library Funding and Technology Access Study 2006&#8211;2007,
[http://www.ala.org/ala/ors/publiclibraryfundingtechnologyaccessstudy/0607report.htm] conducted by ALA and the
Information Use Management and Policy
Institute at Florida State University....
WBEZ-FM radio, Chicago, Sept. 13
AL Focus
=====================================================================================
=================================================================
Banned Books Week read-out! [http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/banned-books-week-read-out]
Authors Chris Crutcher, Robie Harris (right), and Carolyn Mackler—who all know a thing or two about banned books
—invite you to come to Chicago
September 29 to participate in the Banned Books Week Read-Out!
[http://www.ala.org/ala/oif/oifprograms/bbwreadout/bbwreadout.htm] Chicago
celebrities will join authors 1–4 p.m. to read passages from their favorite banned and challenged books. Admission is
free. This video announcement
(1:53) was produced by the ALA Office for Intellectual Freedom....

Featured review: Books for youth [http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=2112176]
Stein, David Ezra. Leaves. Aug. 2007. 32p. Putnam, hardcover (978-0-399-24636-4).
To Bear, in his first year, everything is new. He lives on a tiny island with a few trees, flowers, berries, and butterflies,
and he dances with
joy&mdash;until he sees a leaf fall to the ground. He wonders, &ldquo;Are you okay?&rdquo; More leaves fall.
&ldquo;He tried to catch them and put
them back on . . . but it was not the same.&rdquo; As he watches the leaves fall and blanket the ground, he grows
sleepy, finds a cave-like hole,
fills it with leaves, and burrows into it to sleep away the winter. The narrative works seamlessly with the freewheeling,
expressive artwork....
@ Visit Booklist Online [http://www.booklistonline.com/] for other reviews and much more....

Division News
=====================================================================================
=================================================================
Every Child Ready to Read PR kit [http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/rtor.htm]
A promotional kit is now on hand to help you publicize materials and workshops for the “Every Child Ready to Read
@ your library” program—developed
by PLA and ALSC—to parents, grandparents, preschool teachers, childcare providers, and others in your community
who are interested in early
childhood literacy. The kit contains customizable materials to use in library publications or on your website....
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Survey calls for targeted school library support [http://www.eschoolnews.com/news/showStoryts.cfm?ArticleID=7367]
The average school library today is a well-connected facility with significant numbers of computers for students and
staff to do research, according
to an AASL survey [http://www.ala.org/ala/aasl/slcsurvey.cfm] of school library media centers. But the survey also
suggests that school district
leaders need to pay more attention to their elementary school libraries and that larger schools should be spending more
per pupil on their libraries
than they do now....
eSchool News, Sept. 18
Nancy Pearl to present &#8220;Book Buzz&#8221; at PLA 2008
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/nppla.htm]
Literary taste-maker and librarian action-figure model Nancy Pearl will present &ldquo;Book Buzz&rdquo; at PLA’s
12th National Conference in
Minneapolis on March 26, 2008. Pearl will be joined by representatives from top publishers to discuss some of the best
forthcoming books. The event
is open to all attendees and requires no advance registration. Pearl will also deliver the keynote address at the Young
Adult Luncheon March 28....
Kevin Nealon will keynote PLA Closing Session [http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/knpla.htm]
Actor, comedian, and writer Kevin Nealon will present the keynote address at the Closing General Session of PLA’s
12th National Conference in
Minneapolis on March 29, 2008. Nealon is best known as one of the longest-running cast members in the history of
Saturday Night Live....
Promoting diversity in academic libraries [http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/acrlwp.htm]
ACRL has released a white paper on “Achieving Racial and Ethnic Diversity among Academic and Research
Librarians: The Recruitment, Retention, and
Advancement of Librarians of Color” (PDF file
[http://www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlpubs/whitepapers/ACRL_AchievingRacial.pdf]). Authors Teresa Neely and
Lorna Peterson discuss efforts to promote, develop, and foster workplaces that are representative of a diverse
population. The paper stresses
empirically supported and assessable solutions to increasing the diversity in the academic library workforce....
Last chance to save $50 at AASL [http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/ncreg.htm]
September 28 is the advance registration deadline for the AASL 13th National Conference and Exhibition, October 25–
28, in Reno, Nevada. AASL members
can save up to $50 off the regular on-site registration prices....
YALSA gears up for Midwinter [http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/yalsam.htm]
YALSA will kick off the ALA Midwinter Meeting in Philadelphia, January 11–16, with &ldquo;Taking Teen Services
to the Next Level,&rdquo; a one-day
preconference focusing on advocacy on January 11. The division’s annual Gaming Night has become a hotly
anticipated event for Midwinter attendees as
well. Finally, Midwinter marks the announcement of the 2008 Youth Media Awards....
Round Table News
=====================================================================================
=================================================================
Visit the CLENE blog, CEBuzz [http://cebuzz.wordpress.com/]
CEBuzz is a group blog brought to you by the Continuing Library Education Network and Exchange Round Table.
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Launched in June and coordinated by
Peter Bromberg, its mission is to provide a thought-provoking resource for those interested in and responsible for CE
and staff development in
libraries....
Awards
=====================================================================================
=================================================================
Cleveland Public Library receives preservation award [http://www.heritagepreservation.org/awards/aic2007.htm]
The Cleveland Public Library has been selected to receive the 2007 Award for Outstanding Commitment to the
Preservation and Care of Collections.
This annual award is presented jointly by the American Institute for Conservation of Historic and Artistic Works and
Heritage Preservation. The
Cleveland Public Library is the first public library to receive this prestigious national award since its inception in 1999.
As part of its
preservation program, the library reaches out to professional conservators at the Intermuseum Conservation
Association and the Northeast Document
Conservation Center for expert treatment of their special collections....
Heritage Preservation, Sept. 19
Diversity Research Grants announced [http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/drg07.htm]
The Office for Diversity has named Karen E. Downing, Mark Winston and Allison Rainey, and Allison M. Sutton as
recipients of the 2007 Diversity
Research Grants, a $2,000 award for original research and a $500 travel grant to attend and present at ALA Annual
Conference....
2008 AASL awards program [http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/aaslap.htm]
More than $50,000 is available in 2008 through the annual AASL awards program. Eleven awards, grants, and
scholarships recognize and support
outstanding contributions to the school library media field in a variety of categories, including leadership, reading,
information technology, and
distinguished service to the profession....
Kilgour Research Award [http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/fgka.htm]
Nominations are invited for the 2008 Frederick G. Kilgour Award for Research in Library and Information
Technology, sponsored by OCLC and LITA. The
award recognizes research relevant to the development of information technologies. The deadline for nominations is
December 31....
LITA/Brett Butler Entrepreneurship Award [http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/litabb.htm]
Nominations are open for the LITA/Brett Butler Entrepreneurship Award. Sponsored by Thomson Gale, this award is
given annually to recognize a
librarian or library that demonstrates exemplary entrepreneurship by providing an innovative product or service
through the skillful and practical
application of information technology. The deadline for nominations is December 1....
=====================================================================================
=================================================================
[http://americanlibrariesbuyersguide.com]
=====================================================================================
=================================================================
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Seen Online
=====================================================================================
=================================================================
More censorship by check-out [http://www.sunjournal.com/story/2300333/LewistonAuburn/Woman_keeps_sexed_books/]
A Maine woman wants to keep local children from seeing an acclaimed 1993 sex education book, It’s Perfectly
Normal, written by Robie H. Harris and
illustrated by Michael Emberley, so she checked out copies from the Lewiston and Auburn public libraries. And she
won’t give them back. In an August
22 letter [http://www.sunjournal.com/story/226160-3/LetterstotheEditor/Imperfectly_abnormal/] to the newspaper,
JoAn Karkos cited a war on morality
and called the volume “pornographic.”...
Lewiston (Me.) Sun-Journal, Aug. 22, Sept. 18
Ashland approves library tax levy [http://www.mailtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?
AID=/20070919/NEWS/709190317/-1/LIFE]
Jubilant library backers in Ashland, Oregon, say their branch of the Jackson County Library should open in late
October—November 1 at the
latest—after nearly three-fourths (74.6%) of voters September 18 approved a property tax levy to supplement the
library budget. The money raised by
the levy will boost operations at the Ashland library to 40 hours per week from the 24 proposed by Jackson County,
retain outreach services to Head
Start and senior centers, and offer living wages for workers. Jackson County is expected to approve a contract
[http://www.mailtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070916/NEWS/709160323] with the Maryland firm LSSI
on September 26 to manage the entire
library system....
Medford (Oreg.) Mail Tribune, Sept. 16, 18, 19
Shortfall for San Francisco branch renovations [http://www.examiner.com/a941038~Huge_shortfall_for_library_renovations_in_S_F_.html]
Lack of oversight, staff vacancies, and construction delays have contributed to a $50-million shortfall in San
Francisco&rsquo;s ambitious project
to overhaul its branch libraries, according to a report released September 17 by the Office of the Controller. To date,
the program has resulted in
five completed projects, with four under construction and three to begin construction this fall, according to City
Librarian Luis Herrera....
San Francisco Examiner, Sept. 18
Suburban Chicago libraries use IM reference service [http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/northwest/chihiplibraries_13sep13,1,5830793.story]
Hoping to connect with younger patrons, the Evanston (Ill.) Public Library is shelving tradition for a new role: instant
messenger buddy. Working
under the screen name EPLRef, librarians have ventured into the domain of teen gossip, offering reference services in
IM format. The effort, rolled
out in August, may help libraries attract the internet generation....
Chicago Tribune, Sept. 13
Sculpture found in library crawl space may be from 1860s [http://www.newstribune.net/features/cnhinsart_story_256230147.html?keyword=topstory]
A broken, white marble bust and pedestal discovered in a nearly inaccessible crawl space during recent restoration
work at the Manchester-by-the-Sea
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(Mass.) Public Library could be a piece of Civil War–era art worth nearly $200,000. An expert said the sculpture,
inscribed “America Honoring Her
Fallen Brave,” could be a twin of a bust of Columbia created by James Henry Haseltine that is owned by a New York
art gallery....
Gloucester (Mass.) Daily Times, Sept. 13
Librarian helps inmates escape&#8212;through books
[http://www.charlotte.com/entertainment/columnists/jeri_krentz/story/280153.html]
You’ll need a calculator to count the number of days Margo Fesperman has spent inside the Mecklenburg County,
North Carolina, jail. With a master’s
degree in library and information science, she manages the jail library system. Fesperman’s mission, as she says, is to
“fight crime with
literacy.”...
Charlotte (N.C.) Observer, Sept. 16
Chicago&#8217;s Festival of Maps [http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/chi-maps_websep19,0,4090961.story]
Abraham Lincoln’s 1836 plat map of a town that was never built (Huron, Illinois) will be available for reference
starting November 2 at the Chicago
Field Museum as part of the city’s Festival of Maps, [http://www.festivalofmaps.com/index.aspx] billed as the biggest
show of rare and important
maps ever assembled. Thousands of maps are to be featured in coming months at 30 institutions. The unusual
collaboration of so many cultural
organizations around a single topic was the brainchild of the Field Museum, the Newberry Library, and private
collectors who for years had dreamed
of launching such an exhibition....
Chicago Tribune, Sept. 18
Michigan Supreme Court won&#8217;t hear Bloomfield case [http://www.freep.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?
AID=/20070919/NEWS03/70919025/1005]
The Michigan Supreme Court on September 19 denied Bloomfield Hills attorney George Goldstone&rsquo;s request
for a rehearing of his case against the
Bloomfield Township Public Library. Goldstone had sued the library, saying that all residents of the state should have
access to the full range of
services at any public library in Michigan under the state constitution....
Detroit Free Press, Sept. 19
Tech Talk
=====================================================================================
=================================================================
Search startup ready to challenge Google [http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?
f=/n/a/2007/09/17/financial/f091731D92.DTL]
One startup company, Powerset, is pursuing a challenging goal: It’s aiming to outshine the internet’s brightest star with
a new search engine built
to outsmart Google. Powerset’s algorithms are programmed to understand search requests submitted in plain English, a
change from the keyword system
used by other search engines....
Associated Press, Sept. 17
Yahoo invites us into Mash [http://www.techcrunch.com/2007/09/14/yahoo-invites-us-into-mash-its-new-socialnetwork/]
Mark Hendrickson writes: “A little more than two months after rumors circulated about Yahoo&rsquo;s new social
network Mosh, the company has given
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us a preview of a social network with a slightly different name: Mash. The service includes features common to
Facebook, MySpace, and My Yahoo. You
can load a set of modules onto your profile page and move them around drag-and-drop style.”...
TechCrunch, Sept. 14
Google Presentations goes live [http://googleblog.blogspot.com/2007/09/our-feature-presentation.html]
Google Presentations, Google’s free competitor to Microsoft’s PowerPoint software announced last April, was added
to the Google Docs
[http://docs.google.com] suite September 17. Some of its features are of interest to anyone preparing a conference
presentation: “Create and keep
presentations in one place on the Web that’s accessible anytime, from any internet-connected computer. Edit together
online and in real time, or
contribute at different times to the same presentation on the Web. Present and control slide shows for all viewers over
the Web, with no special
setup required.”...
Google Blog, Sept. 17; Webware, Sept. 17
Digg is overhauled [http://mashable.com/2007/09/18/digg-social-network/]
Social news site Digg [http://digg.com] headed for a major overhaul September 19. As promised multiple times by
founder Kevin Rose, the site is
launching social-networking features that will make the site a lot more personal: complete MySpace-style socialnetworking profiles with a comment
section, and the ability to share stories with a group of friends, rather than banking on a homepage hit....
Mashable, Sept. 18
Preserving Virtual Worlds project [http://www.rit.edu/news/?r=45802]
The Library of Congress has awarded a $590,000 grant to Rochester Institute of Technology, the University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign, Stanford
University, the University of Maryland, and Linden Lab (the creators of Second Life) to explore the issue of digital
preservation of video games and
virtual worlds. The Preserving Creative America Initiative will fund the Preserving Virtual Worlds project,
administered by LC under the National
Digital Information Infrastructure and Preservation Program [http://www.digitalpreservation.gov/]....
Rochester Institute of Technology, Sept. 19
Virtually virtual reference [http://blogs.ala.org/pace.php?title=virtually_virtual_reference&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1]
Andrew Pace writes: “I will admit that I used to be pretty down on virtual reference. When the notion that librarians
could get on board with
unsolicited virtual conversation first started, the grandiose nature of the uptake&mdash;punctuated by prolonged navelgazing discussion of this
supposed paradigm shift&mdash;made one think that librarians had invented online chat. But now, rather than
pretending to have invented chat, some
libraries are reverse-engineering the best parts of the products that are out there.”...
Hectic Pace blog, Sept. 19
Creative 404 error pages [http://www.smashingmagazine.com/2007/08/17/404-error-pages-reloaded/]
After showcasing a few user-friendly 404 error pages in July, Smashing Magazine decided to ask its readers to design
their own clever and creative
404 pages. Here are 40 of the best ones submitted, arranged by appeal, poetry, emotion, irony, explanation, and other
categories....
Smashing Magazine, Aug. 15
Under the hood of Web 2.0
[http://otherlibrarian.wordpress.com/2007/09/06/under-the-hood-of-web-20-the-top-ten-programming-concepts-forhttp://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/september/091907.txt[7/17/2014 1:10:38 PM]

librarians-to-understand/]
Ryan Deschamps lists 10 programming concepts that could help librarians who have a basic knowledge of socialnetworking tools get a better
understanding of what brings Web 2.0 about (with a minimum of three-letter acronyms and technical jargon). In
simple language, he covers
object-oriented programming, client-side scripting, Open Source software, and other challenging topics....
The Other Librarian blog, Sept. 6
Actions & Answers
=====================================================================================
=================================================================
PSA for New Jersey&#8217;s online reference service [http://www.qandanj.org/mtv/]
New Jersey’s statewide virtual reference service, QandA NJ, ran this 30-second commercial during the MTV Video
Music Awards September 9, comparing
the service to a 24-hour fast-food restaurant. “Now your library is open late night too!”...
QandANJ.org
Are most published research findings flawed? [http://online.wsj.com/public/article/SB118972683557627104.html]
Robert Lee Hotz writes: “We all make mistakes and, if you believe medical scholar John Ioannidis, scientists make
more than their fair share. By his
calculations [published in PLoS Medicine [http://medicine.plosjournals.org/perlserv/?request=getdocument&doi=10.1371/journal.pmed.0020124]], most
published research findings are wrong. Flawed research, for the most part, stems not from fraud or formal misconduct,
but from miscalculation, poor
study design, or self-serving data analysis.”...
Wall Street Journal, Sept. 14
So you think you&#8217;re an expert [http://acrlblog.org/2007/09/17/so-you-think-youre-an-expert-academiclibrarian/]
Steven Bell writes: “I never thought much about expertise in academic librarianship or what it might possibly mean.
My guess is that most of us
academic librarians don&rsquo;t go around thinking we are experts and—based on an interesting article I recently read
—I think there&rsquo;s a good
chance that there&rsquo;s no such thing as an expert academic librarian.”...
ACRLog, Sept. 17
New Michigan Libraries Wiki [http://mlcnet.org/cms/sitem.cfm/news__announcements/wiki/]
The Michigan Libraries Consortium has launched a wiki as an online resource for librarians in the state. The Michigan
Libraries Wiki
[http://mlcnet.org/wiki/index.php/Main_Page] shares information on what services libraries are offering, ranging from
coffee shop services
[http://mlcnet.org/wiki/index.php/Library_coffee_bars_and_snack_services] to MySpace pages
[http://mlcnet.org/wiki/index.php/MySpace] and
digitization projects [http://mlcnet.org/wiki/index.php/Michigan_Collections_%26_Digitization], as well as sample
library policies
[http://mlcnet.org/wiki/index.php/Library_Policies], consultant lists [http://mlcnet.org/wiki/index.php/Consultants], and
RFP resources.
[http://mlcnet.org/wiki/index.php/RFP_Resources] The wiki is open for librarians and others to add content to its
pages....
Michigan Library Consortium, Sept. 18
Preservation in the Age of Large-Scale Digitization [http://hurstassociates.blogspot.com/2007/09/clir-seeks-publichttp://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/september/091907.txt[7/17/2014 1:10:38 PM]

comment-on-white.html]
The Council on Library and Information Resources seeks public comment by October 5 on a white paper that examines
preservation issues relevant to
large-scale digitization projects such as those being done by Google, Microsoft, and the Open Content Alliance. The
paper, Preservation in the Age
of Large-Scale Digitization (PDF file [http://www.clir.org/activities/details/lsdi.pdf]), was written by Oya Rieger,
interim assistant university
librarian for digital library and information technologies at Cornell University Library....
Council on Library and Information Resources; Digitization 101, Sept. 15
Register for free civics and citizenship toolkit [http://www.imls.gov/news/2007/091807b.shtm]
Public libraries can register [http://www.citizenshiptoolkit.gov/] for a free Civics and Citizenship Toolkit, which
contains educational materials
that will help permanent residents learn more about the United States and prepare for the naturalization process. The
toolkit is an initiative of
the Task Force on New Americans, a federal partnership that includes the Institute of Museum and Library Services
and the Government Printing
Office....
Institute of Museum and Library Services, Sept. 18
Laura Bush 21st-Century Librarian grant applications [http://www.imls.gov/news/2007/091807c.shtm]
The Institute of Museum and Library Services invites libraries, archives, library agencies, associations, and consortia
to apply
[http://www.imls.gov/applicants/grants/21centuryLibrarian.shtm] for the Laura Bush 21st Century Librarian grant
program. The program supports
efforts to recruit and educate the next generation of librarians, as well as the faculty who will prepare them for careers
in library science. The
deadline is December 17....
Institute of Museum and Library Services, Sept. 18
Gaming and the academic library
[http://theubiquitouslibrarian.typepad.com/the_ubiquitous_librarian/2007/09/rethinking-vide.html]
Brian Mathews writes: “I’ve recently started to turn against gaming in academic libraries. I think it’s fine for special
events or if you want to
disguise it as a ‘study break’ session, but trying to brand your library as someplace cool because of Madden
Tournaments or that you have a Wii or
Playstation available for checkout is weak.” Wayne Bivens-Tatum agrees,
[http://blogs.princeton.edu/librarian/2007/09/conceptual_incommensurability_1.html] calling it a “conceptual
incommensurability.”...
Ubiquitous Librarian blog, Sept. 16; Academic Librarian blog, Sept. 16
Space marine librarians of Warhammer 40,000 [http://us.gamesworkshop.com/games/40k/spacemarines/catalog/spacemarines/sm_librarians.htm]
In the tabletop miniature wargame Warhammer 40,000, space marine librarians
[http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Space_Marines_%28Warhammer_40%2C000%29#Librarians] are responsible for
maintaining and adding to a Chapter’s annals
and the collective knowledge built up over millennia of service. In battle, they are able to rip apart space and slow
down time, and are thus a
force to be reckoned with. My favorite: Ahriman of the Thousand Sons, who journeyed through the galaxy looting
artifacts and who turned the entire
Thousand Sons Legion into mindless automata with his infamous Rubric of Ahriman....
Games Workshop; Wikipedia
IMLS/NEH Digital Partnership grants [http://www.imls.gov/news/2007/091707.shtm]
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The Institute of Museum and Library Services and the National Endowment for the Humanities on September 17
announced the first three grant
recipients under “Advancing Knowledge: The IMLS/NEH Digital Partnership,” a funding opportunity that brings
together museum, library, archive, and
IT professionals with humanities scholars to spur innovative digital projects. The Historical Society of Pennsylvania,
Tufts University, and the
University of California at Berkeley will receive a combined total of $1,047,455 for their work....
Institute of Museum and Library Services, Sept. 17
A conversation with Jeff Krull [http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rVCEsFEVW4Q]
Jeff Krull, director of the Allen County (Ind.) Public Library, reminisces about his childhood library in North
Tonawanda, New York, in this first
(4:38) of a new video series by ACPL. He also talks about his early reading experiences and their influence on his later
life....
YouTube
Borders Educators Savings Week [http://www.bordersmedia.com/educators/]
It will soon be Borders Educators Savings Week, September 26 to October 2, and librarians (current and retired) are
included in the 25% discount
offer on books and other materials (some restrictions apply) purchased for personal or professional use. The bookstore
chain is also honoring
educators by donating $50,000 to First Book, a nonprofit that distributes new books to children from low-income
families through community-based
mentoring, tutoring, and family literacy programs....
Borders
&#8220;Guybrarian&#8221; submitted to Merriam-Webster [http://www3.merriamwebster.com/opendictionary/newword_display_alpha.php?letter=Gu&last=30]
The word “guybrarian” has been proposed for approval in Merriam-Webster’s Open Dictionary. “Guybrarian (noun): A
male librarian in a female
dominated field. ‘With so many women studying library science, Tim felt conspicuous as the only guybrarian in the
class.’” The Open Dictionary site
is a place where you can submit and share entries that aren’t already in Merriam-Webster’s Online Dictionary
[http://www.merriam-webster.com] and
browse entries submitted by other members of the Merriam-Webster Online community....
Merriam-Webster Online, Sept. 12
[http://www.techsoup.org/stock/libraries/default.asp?cg=libad&sg=ald]
[http://www.techsoup.org/stock/libraries/default.asp?cg=libad&sg=ald]
=====================================================================================
=================================================================
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/midwinter/2008/geninfo.htm]
Join us in Philadelphia [http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/midwinter/2008/registration.htm] for the 2008
ALA Midwinter Meeting, January
11–16. Exhibitors check here [http://exhibitors.ala.org/] for past attendance numbers and future conference dates.
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog&_pn=product_detail&_op=2426]
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog2&_pn=product_detail&_op=2335]
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In A Good Match: Library Career Opportunities for Graduates of Liberal Arts Colleges,
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog2&_pn=product_detail&_op=2335] Rebecca A. WatsonBoone offers behind-the-scenes
perspectives on the lives of real liberal arts-educated librarians who have chosen librarianship.
NEW! From ALA Editions.
[http://www.capwiz.com/ala/home/]
Less than one week to save school libraries. [http://www.capwiz.com/ala/home/] All librarians and library advocates
are asked to contact their
Representatives to ensure the inclusion of the Strengthening Kids&rsquo; Interest in Learning and Libraries (SKILLs)
Act in the reauthorization of
the No Child Left Behind Act on September 24. This is the single most important piece of legislation concerning
school libraries that will come
before Congress this year.
In this issue
September 2007
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/tableofcontents/2007contents/sept2007.cfm]
The First Amendment Needs New Clothes
Rethinking the Library Bill of Rights
What’s a Library Worth?
ALA Awards
[http://www.library.ilstu.edu/foreverfree/]
Through October 5, Illinois State University’s Milner Library is hosting &#8220;Forever Free: Abraham
Lincoln&#8217;s Journey to
Emancipation,&#8221; [http://www.library.ilstu.edu/foreverfree/] a traveling exhibition sponsored by the ALA Public
Programs Office, in conjunction
with the university&rsquo;s yearlong 150th celebration. The large-panel exhibit offers reproductions of rare historical
documents, period
photographs, engravings, lithographs, and political cartoons.
Career Leads from
[http://joblist.ala.org/]
Dean of Libraries [http://joblist.ala.org/modules/jobseeker/controller.cfm?scr=jobdetail&jobid=7767], University of
South Dakota, Vermillion.
Provides leadership, planning, and oversight for all services and functions of the I.D. Weeks Library and the Lommen
Health Sciences Library.
Maintains and builds library resources and services for students and faculty in the arts, humanities, sciences, and social
sciences....
@ More jobs [http://joblist.ala.org/]...
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Digital Library of the Week

The Illinois Digital Newspaper Collection
[http://www.library.uiuc.edu/idnc/Default/Skins/UIUC/Client.asp?
skin=UIUC&enter=true&AppName=2&AW=1190162143465] is a project of the History,
Philosophy, and Newspaper Library at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign Library. The IDNC is a
repository of digital facsimiles of
historic Illinois newspapers. Using digital imaging technology, the library has converted microfilmed newsprint into
preservation-quality image
files. Equipped with Olive Software’s Active Paper Archive platform, the IDNC delivers access versions of the image
files through a customizable,
user-friendly interface that allows users with an internet connection to browse newspapers by date, or search by
keyword across articles,
advertisements and photo captions. Currently the Daily Illini from 1916 to 1928 and the Urbana Daily Courier from
1916 to 1925 are available, with
plans for expansion.
Do you know of a digital library collection that we can mention in this AL Direct feature? Tell us about it.
[mailto:aldirect@ala.org]

Public Perception
How the World
Sees Us
“More recently, a statute called the USA Patriot Act has become the focus of a good deal of hysteria, some of it
reflexive, much of it recreational.
“My favorite example is the well-publicized resolution of the American Library Association condemning what the
librarians claim to believe is a
section of the statute that authorizes the FBI to obtain library records and to investigate people based on the books they
take out...
“First a word on the organization that gives us this news. The motto of this organization is ‘Free people read freely.’
When it was called to
their attention that there are 10 librarians languishing in Cuban prisons for encouraging their fellow countrymen to read
freely, an imprisonment
that has been condemned by Lech Walesa and Vaclav Havel, among others, this association declined to vote any
resolution of condemnation, although
they did find time at their convention to condemn their own government.”
?Judge Michael B. Mukasey, President Bush’s nominee for U.S. Attorney General, in “The Spirit of Liberty: Before
Attacking the Patriot Act, Try
Reading It,” Wall Street Journal, May 10, 2004.
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Ask the ALA Librarian

Q. With the publicity leading up to Banned Books Week, I'm getting questions about why our library keeps banned
books in our collection. How do I
respond?
A. This is a frequent question for us, too, not just now with Banned Books Week
[http://www.ala.org/ala/oif/bannedbooksweek/bannedbooksweek.htm]
coming up (it’s September 29&ndash; October 6, 2007). We consulted with ALA’s Office for Intellectual Freedom on
tips for responding.
First, it helps to explain the difference
[http://www.ala.org/ala/oif/bannedbooksweek/challengedbanned/challengedbanned.htm#wdcb] between a
banned book and a challenged book.
Then, you want to focus on the key messages
[http://www.ala.org/Template.cfm?
Section=dealing&Template=/ContentManagement/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=77096#keymessages] that libraries
provide
ideas and information across the spectrum of social and political views; libraries are one of our great democratic
institutions that provide freedom
of choice for all people; and parents are responsible for supervising their own children&rsquo;s library use.
The OIF site provides a wealth of guidance to help you respond to challenges
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Responding_to_Challenges_to_Library_Materials] or take steps before
there is a challenge.
See the ALA Professional Tips wiki
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Banned_Books_Week_and_Reporters] for more....
@ The ALA Librarian [mailto:AskTheLibrarian@ala.org] welcomes your questions.

Calendar
Online Exhibits
Boston College [http://www.bc.edu/libraries/news-events-pub/exhibits/] archives exhibits from the O&rsquo;Neill
Library and the Burns Library of
Rare Books and Special Collections online, including &ldquo;Media and U.S. Wars,&rdquo; &ldquo;Free State Art:
Judging Ireland by Its Book
Covers,&rdquo; and &ldquo;Lesser Lights or Major Literary Influences?”
Cornell University Library [http://www.library.cornell.edu/about/digital_exhibits.html], Ithaca, New York: Online
exhibits include: &ldquo;Gravely
Gorgeous: Gargoyles, Grotesques, and the 19th-Century Imagination,&rdquo; &ldquo;Not by Bread Alone:
America&rsquo;s Culinary Heritage,&rdquo; and
&ldquo;Women in the Literary Marketplace: 1800&ndash;1900.&rdquo;
Library Company of Philadelphia [http://www.librarycompany.org/collections/exhibits/] archives exhibitions online,
including “Color-Plate Books from
the Collection.”
The Library of Congress [http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/] has several dozen online exhibits, including &ldquo;A Century
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/september/091907.txt[7/17/2014 1:10:38 PM]

of Creativity: The MacDowell
Colony 1907&ndash;2007,&rdquo; &ldquo;Bob Hope and American Variety,&rdquo; &ldquo;Earth as Art: A Landsat
Perspective,&rdquo; &ldquo;I Do Solemnly
Swear... Inaugural Materials from the Collections of the Library of Congress,&rdquo; &ldquo;Revising Himself: Walt
Whitman and Leaves of
Grass,&rdquo; and &ldquo;Churchill and the Great Republic.&rdquo; &ldquo;The Veterans History Project
[HTTP://www.loc.gov/vets/]&rdquo; includes
digitized interviews, letters, photographs, stories, and audio and video.
Los Angeles Public Library [http://www.lapl.org/virgal/]: Online exhibits include &ldquo;1932 Los Angeles
Olympics,&rdquo; &ldquo;California in the
&rsquo;20s,&rdquo; &ldquo;Chance Encounters: The L.A. Project,&rdquo; and &ldquo;From Hula Hoops to Hanoi:
L.A. Concerns 1954&ndash;1965.&rdquo;
New York University [http://library.nyu.edu/collections/archives.html#onlineexhibits] offers several online exhibits,
including &ldquo;Labor and the
Holocaust: The Jewish Labor Committee and the Anti-Nazi Struggle,&rdquo; &ldquo;1968 Revisited,&rdquo; and
&ldquo;A Time to Live: The Life and
Writings of Erich Maria Remarque.&rdquo;
University at Buffalo [HTTP://ublib.buffalo.edu/libraries/exhibits/] online exhibits include: &ldquo;Love Canal @
25,&rdquo; &ldquo;Science on
Stamps,&rdquo; &ldquo;Comic Books in the &rsquo;50s,&rdquo; and &ldquo;Albert Einstein and the World Year of
Physics 2005.&rdquo;
University of Virginia, [HTTP://www.lib.virginia.edu/small/exhibits/] Charlottesville: Online exhibits include
&ldquo;In the Brilliancy of the
Footlights: Creating America&rsquo;s Theatre&rdquo; and &ldquo;Rave Reviews: Bestselling Fiction in
America.&rdquo; The Health Sciences Library
[HTTP://carmichael.lib.virginia.edu] maintains &ldquo;Patients&rsquo; Voices in Early 19th Century Virginia: Letters
to Doct. James Carmichael and
Son&rdquo; and online exhibits [http://www.healthsystem.virginia.edu/internet/library/historical/exhibits.cfm]
including &ldquo;Antiqua Medicina:
From Homer to Vesalius,&rdquo; &ldquo;Surgical Instruments from Ancient Rome: A Display of Ancient Instruments
from Antiquity,&rdquo; &ldquo;Very
Ill! The Many Faces of Medical Caricature in Nineteenth Century England and France,&rdquo; and &ldquo;Bad
Blood: The Troubling Legacy of the
Tuskegee Syphilis Study.&rdquo;
@ More [hthttp://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/calendar/calendar.cfm]...
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U.S. & World News
Senate introduces NSL Reform Act

The U.S. Senate introduced the National Security Letter (NSL) Reform
Act of 2007 September 25 in response to Justice Department abuses
of NSLs uncovered by a March internal FBI audit. Introduced by
Senators Russ Feingold (D-Wis.) and John Sununu (R-N.H.), the bill
is a bipartisan effort like the House version (H.R. 3189) introduced
July 26....

Jackson County Library
boosters gain ground

It’s official: The reopening of the shuttered
15-branch Jackson County (Oreg.) Library
system could happen within the month,
thanks to the September 26 approval by
the county commission of a five-year
management outsourcing contract with Maryland-based Library
Systems and Services (LSSI). Effective October 1, the contract will
pay LSSI just over $3 million for FY2007–08. A week earlier, citizens
of Ashland overwhelmingly approved a levy September 18 to reopen
its branch facility’s doors (above) by November 1....

Veterans History Project
trims questioned data

Library of Congress staffers have
modified the biographical data
accompanying interviews with 24 soldiers in the Veterans History
Project after an article in the September 18 Marine Corps Times
pointed out that they were not on the official list of Medal of Honor
recipients. The VHP, an oral history program administered by LC’s
American Folklife Center since 2000, collects and preserves the
personal recollections of some 50,000 U.S. soldiers and homefront
civilians from World War I to the present....

Maine woman quarantines sexeducation book

A woman in Lewiston, Maine, has checked out
copies of the oft-challenged It’s Perfectly Normal:
Changing Bodies, Growing Up, Sex and Sexual
Health by Robie H. Harris from the public libraries in
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Use a participation
button on your blog or
website to promote your
involvement in the 2008
ALA Midwinter Meeting in
Philadelphia, January 11–
16. There are also
downloadable buttons for
exhibitors, speakers, and
sponsors. Online hotel
reservations will open at
9:00 a.m. Central Time,
October 1.
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Lewiston and Auburn and refuses to return them,
citing the book’s frank content. “Since I have been
sufficiently horrified of the illustrations and the
sexually graphic, amoral abnormal contents, I will not be returning
the books,” JoAn Karkos wrote in August 11 letters to Library
Directors Rick Speer and Rosemary Walto....

Patrons vandalize Christ
figure as Lucifer looks on

Two visitors to Boston Public Library’s
main library were caught on security
camera September 12 toppling and
breaking into several pieces a 160year-old marble bust of Jesus Christ
(on right). Sculpted by Horatio
Greenough around 1845, the bust
had graced the library’s staircase landing since 1895, and was
shielded by a railing. A matching bust depicting Lucifer, also by
Greenough, was untouched....

A healthy brain is
essential for success in
school. Based on a
concept taught by 7thgrade language-arts
teacher Tammie
Matos, this colorful
poster prioritizes
different “brain food”
groups—from
nonfiction to mind
candy—and reminds
students to feed their
minds with a balance
of reading choices.
NEW! From ALA
Graphics.

ALA News
ALA applauds Senate NSL reform bill

ALA thanks Senators Russ Feingold (D-Wis.) and John Sununu (RN.H.) for introducing the National Security Letter Reform Act of 2007
on September 25. “ALA has urged reforms to National Security
Letters from the get-go,” said President Loriene Roy. “Law
enforcement is extremely important, but those efforts must be
balanced against Americans’ right to privacy, in our case for their
library and internet usage records.”...

Apply for new Public Programs
exhibits through grants.gov

Libraries planning to apply for some
federally funded programming grants through the ALA Public
Programs Office are now required to register and apply through
grants.gov. This includes new PPO traveling exhibitions such as John
Adams and African Americans in Baseball, as well as library programs
about the Works Progress Administration Writers’ Project (to be
announced later this fall). However, it does not include privately
funded projects (Let’s Talk About It) or federal projects with no cash
award (We the People Bookshelf and Picturing America). For help
with grants.gov registration, visit the PPO website....

Banned Books Week adds more
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/september/092707.htm[7/17/2014 1:10:43 PM]

Know anyone who isn’t
registered to vote? Send
them to the ALA
Washington Office
website. Just look for
the Rock the Vote
banner, click on it, and a
registration form will
appear. Have them fill it
out and they’re all set!

In this issue
September 2007
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technology

Tom Peters writes: “This year ALA is
trying several new high-tech methods to
reach out to more people with Banned
Books Week. Among these are an area of
ALA/Arts Info Island in Second Life that
has been turned into a pirate ship and wharf corresponding to this
year’s piratical theme; an underwater pirate ship and banned books
display in Teen Second Life; a BBW Facebook group; and a Google
Maps mashup where people can input and find the locations of
planned activities. If this is all uncharted territory for you, the PLA
Blog can help....
ALA TechSource, Sept. 21; PLA Blog, Sept. 22

Loriene Roy on religious texts in prisons

ALA President Loriene Roy called on the Federal Bureau of Prisons to
immediately halt its removal of religious texts from prison libraries (a
new policy it is calling the Standardized Chapel Library Project) and
return removed books to the library shelves. “A government agency
should not have the right to determine what religious texts are
‘appropriate’ when our Constitution promises not only freedom of
speech, but also freedom of religion,” Roy said. But the bureau may
now be backtracking....

The First
Amendment Needs
New Clothes
Rethinking the
Library Bill of Rights
What’s a Library
Worth?
ALA Awards

What do you know about DTV?

The 2009 transition from analog to digital
television (DTV) is a big deal, and it’s
getting bigger every day nearer to
February 17, 2009, when analog TV signals
will cease. As with all consumer and
government issues, many patrons will be
coming into the library looking for
information and assistance with the DTV
transition. The ALA Washington Office has created a DTV flier (PDF
file) that librarians can use to get a feel for the basics or to post for
public viewing....
District Dispatch blog, Sept. 25

The Library of Congress
has created a young
readers online toolkit to
help celebrate its National
Book Festival in
Washington, D.C.

Career Leads
from

Advocacy Institute at Midwinter

ALA will hold an Advocacy Institute on Friday, January
11, during the Midwinter Meeting in Philadelphia. The
institute offers a valuable opportunity to network and
share ideas with library advocates from across the
nation. All attendees will leave with the tools necessary
to become better advocates for their communities and
campuses....

Travel grants for attending ALA Annual Conference

Karen Muller writes: “It’s not too early to start thinking about next
year’s Annual Conference—especially if you’re seeking some travel
assistance. Thousands of dollars in travel awards are available to ALA
members (and interested professionals) through the generosity of
vendors and other benefactors. For the most part, the deadline for
applying for these travel grants is December 1. While it seems early,
acting now can mean a free ticket, registration, and even a perdiem.” Check out the details on ALA’s new Marginalia blog....
ALA Marginalia blog, Sept. 25
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Head of
Bibliographic/
Metadata Services,
Kelvin Smith Library,
Case Western
University, Cleveland.
Responsible for
planning, organizing,
implementing, and
evaluating services and
procedures that
enhance bibliographic
access and indexing for
collections and
resources. Supervises
the provision of both
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Featured review: Media

Neill, Fiona. Slummy Mummy. Read by
Katherine Kellgren. July 2007. 9hr.
Listen and Live, CD (978-1-59316-1019).
Neill’s gem of a debut novel finds
Londoner Lucy Sweeney, mother of three
youngsters, struggling to keep up with
the other seemingly perfect and stressfree mothers in a hilariously clumsy
battle with laundry, errands, and child rearing. Disaster peaks
when Lucy begins to have feelings for a man other than her
husband. Despite her inner conscience and advice from
friends, she acts on her lustful desires. Reading in a British
accent, Kellgren keeps the tone lighthearted and fun, despite
the catastrophes that constantly loom around Lucy....

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
Division News
YALSA celebrates 50 Years of Reading Free

YALSA’s Intellectual Freedom Committee is marking Banned Books
Week with 50 Years of Reading Free, a booklist featuring frequently
challenged and banned books with teen appeal. The list also
recognizes YALSA’s role in fighting censorship throughout the
division’s 50-year history. The full list is available on the Intellectual
Freedom Committee’s wiki page....

AASL joins forces with Children’s Book
Council

AASL is collaborating with the Children’s Book Council
to create a new column, “Meet the Author/Illustrator,”
in Knowledge Quest, the division’s official journal. The
series will debut in the September/October 2007 issue
and feature Ying Chang Compestine, author of
Revolution Is Not a Dinner Party (Henry Holt), the
story of a girl who comes of age and fights to survive
during the Chinese Cultural Revolution....

National Vocabulary Championship
joins PLA’s Smartest Card campaign

The Game Show Network’s 2007–2008 National
Vocabulary Championship has joined the
Smartest Card @ your library campaign as an
official Smartest Card Team Member. The NVC
awards over $100,000 in money toward college tuition and other
prizes and is open to eligible high school students between the ages
of 13 and 19....
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traditional MARC
catalog records as well
as metadata records in
METS, MODS, Dublin
Core, and other formats
for digitized objects
created by the
library....

@ More jobs...

The new 12th edition of
ALA’s Guide to
Reference (renamed to
denote its format
neutrality) will be
published in spring 2008
under the leadership of
Robert H. Kieft. This
online edition will be the
first to list web resources
and the first to take full
advantage of the Web’s
capacities to connect
information sources. ALA
Editions is considering
different pricing models
for Guide to Reference
and would appreciate
your feedback to help us
best determine the needs
of our users. Please take
a few minutes to
complete this short
survey about Guide to
Reference.

Digital Library
of the Week
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PLA 2008 goes paperless

PLA’s 12th National Conference will feature online
access to all handouts before, during, and after
the conference, allowing attendees to download or
print out only the handouts they need, significantly
reducing the amount of wasted paper. As with
many meetings, it is difficult for PLA to reliably
gauge how many people will attend a program.
Going “paperless” allows PLA to create a more
environmentally friendly conference....

ALSC’s new Bill Morris Seminar

ALSC seeks applications and nominations for its first Bill Morris
Seminar on book evaluation training, to be held January 11, 2008,
prior to the ALA Midwinter Meeting in Philadelphia. This invitational
biennial seminar supports and honors William C. Morris’s dedication
to connecting librarians, and ultimately children, with excellent
children’s books....

Customized Every Child Ready to Read
brochures

PLA and ALSC are accepting large-quantity print orders
for Every Child Ready to Read brochures that are
customized with your library name and logo. Orders will
be accepted until November 2. When placing your order, please be
sure to include a copy of your library logo and complete contact
information....

Walden Media to sponsor AASL
internet café

Film production and publishing company Walden
Media will sponsor the internet café at the AASL
13th National Conference and Exhibition, October 25–28, in Reno,
Nevada. Twenty computer stations will provide conference attendees
with free access to the internet and the ability to check their
email....

Awards
Best genre fiction for adult readers

RUSA’s Collection Development and Evaluation
Section has established The Reading List, a
juried list of the best titles published in eight
genre areas for adults—fantasy, historical fiction,
horror, mystery, romance, science fiction,
women’s fiction, and adrenaline (suspense,
thrillers, and action titles). The first list of eight
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The Upper Mississippi
Valley Digital Image
Archive showcases
images of the
Mississippi River region
along the Iowa/Illinois
border. The archive
began in February 2002,
with conversations
between the founding
partners of the
consortium: Augustana
College Special
Collections in Rock
Island, Illinois; the
Davenport (Iowa) Public
Library Special
Collections; and Musser
Public Library in
Muscatine, Iowa. The
collection will eventually
consist of a searchable
database of thousands
of digital images from
local history collections
covering the 1860s
through the 1950s.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.

Public
Perception
How the World
Sees Us

“There’s nothing
like a good
attempted book
banning to show
there’s still life in
this society. It’s a
sign of how far
along we are in this
experiment with
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winning titles will be announced at the CODES
awards reception during the ALA Midwinter Meeting in Philadelphia,
January 27....

Apply for the Sara Jaffarian award

Applications are now available for the second annual Sara Jaffarian
School Library Program Award for Exemplary Humanities
Programming. Any elementary or middle school library, public or
private, is eligible to apply. The award consists of $4,000 in cash, a
plaque, and the promotion of the winner as a model program for
other school libraries. Applications are due by December 1....

IMLS awards National Leadership Grants

The Institute of Museum and Library Services announced September
25 the 43 recipients of its prestigious National Leadership Grants for
2007. National Leadership Grants help libraries and museums
collaborate, build digital resources, and conduct research and
demonstration projects. Among the library recipients are the Denver
Public Library, the New England Law Library Consortium, and Rice
University’s Fondren Library. See the full list....
Institute of Museum and Library Services, Sept. 25

Knowledge Trust awards ceremony honors eight

The second annual Knowledge Trust Honors award program,
sponsored by the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill’s School
of Information and Library Science, recognized eight innovative
leaders at a black-tie event September 17: Thomas S. Blanton,
Jeffrey Elkner, John Hanke, Pamela Jones, Ryan P. Allis, Brewster
Kahle, David P. Reed, and Thomas Barnett....

democracy. If you
don’t like
something, you
scream, but you
don’t issue fatwas
on the authors. And
in this world of
change it is nice to
know that some
people still care
enough about the
written word to
want to take books
off the shelves.”
—Columnist Tom Blackburn,
“A Case for Literary ThouShalt-Nots,” Cox News
Service, Sept. 23.

From the
CentenniAL
Blog

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Sept. 20

Union activist wins Berman award

Solveig Nilsen, recently retired librarian at the Hennepin County
(Minn.) Library, is the recipient of the 2007 Sandy Berman Award for
Social Responsibility in Library Services. The award was established in
1999 to honor Sandy Berman, head cataloger in the Hennepin
County Library system for 26 years. It has been presented
semiannually by AFSCME locals to a library employee who has made
a unique and invaluable contribution to the community-at-large
through his or her work in Hennepin County Library....
Workday Minnesota, Sept. 24

Libraries Love Romance finalists announced
Librarians from all over the country entered the first
Libraries Love Romance contest and demonstrated the
important role romance fiction plays in their libraries. The
contest, which seeks to recognize excellence in library
programs and promotions focusing on romance fiction,
hosted two divisions. Now you can help decide which
libraries should take the top prize of $500 and a set of
2007 RITA Award–winning novels. Voting closes October
12....
Romance Writers of America
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The return of Ralph
Nader. Greg Landgraf
writes: “Coming in
November 2007,
American Libraries will
have an article by
consumer advocate
Ralph Nader. To
preview, his article is a
remembrance piece,
recollections of the
role of books and
libraries in his
childhood. Nader
returns to AL’s pages
after a 34-year
absence (apart from a
couple news briefs,
incidental mentions
within other stories,
and an introduction to
his D.C. Library
Renaissance Project).
In 1973, ‘Ralph Nader
called up and invited
himself to the wake
for libraries at ALA’s
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Seen Online
Bureau of Prisons to restore purged
books

Facing pressure from religious groups, civil
libertarians, and members of Congress, the Federal
Bureau of Prisons has decided to return religious
materials that had been purged from prison chapel
libraries because they were not on the bureau’s lists
of approved resources. The bureau has not abandoned the idea of
creating such lists, but rather than packing away everything while
those lists are compiled, the religious materials will remain on the
shelves. Only a week ago, the bureau said it was not reconsidering
the library policy; but critics of the bureau’s program said it appeared
that it had bowed to widespread outrage....

Midwinter Meeting in
Washington,’ as the
introduction to his May
1973 (p. 275–278)
article explains.”...
Read the CentenniAL
Blog for more....

New York Times, Sept. 26

Another provision of Patriot Act ruled illegal

Key provisions of the USA Patriot Act, which allow a secret court to
authorize wiretaps and searches in criminal cases if the government
says foreign intelligence is involved, violate constitutional standards
that are more than 200 years old, a federal judge ruled (PDF file)
September 26. Ruling in the case of Brandon Mayfield, an Oregon
attorney who was wrongly arrested in connection with the 2004
terrorist train bombings in Madrid, U.S. District Judge Ann Aiken of
Portland said he was subjected to surveillance under a 2001 law that
flouted the constitutional requirement of a search warrant....

Ask the ALA
Librarian

San Francisco Chronicle, Sept. 27

Scores show mixed results for No Child Left Behind

America’s public school students are doing significantly better in
math since the federal No Child Left Behind law took effect in 2002,
but gains in reading achievement have been marginal, with
performance declining among 8th graders, according to results of
nationwide reading and math tests released September 25. The
results also showed that the nation has made only incremental
progress in narrowing the historic gaps in achievement between
white and minority students, a fundamental goal of the federal law....
New York Times, Sept. 25

Findlay library flood restoration
continues

More than a month after more than six feet of
water filled the basement of the Findlay–
Hancock County (Ohio) Public Library, officials
are asking patrons to be forgiving. The library
remains closed and, while Director Sybil Galer
isn’t willing to predict when it might reopen,
it’s clear it could be several more months. The library board of
trustees wants to ensure that it will be rebuilt as flood-proof as
humanly possible....
Toledo (Ohio) Blade, Sept. 23

Fireman charged in Havre de Grace library fire

A Havre de Grace, Maryland, volunteer firefighter has been
suspended while he awaits trial on charges that he was involved in
firebombing the town’s library August 22 so he could help extinguish
the blaze. Daniel Woodrow Ramsey Jr., 28, faces charges of
possession of a destructive device and conspiracy to commit arson.
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Q. I am a school
librarian and part of
my job is
cataloging. Another
staff member
recently asked me
what the official
“rule” is for
shelving fiction
books by authors
whose last names
begin with “Mc” and
“Mac.” Can you
help?
A. For libraries, there
are two main sets of
filing rules: letter-byletter and word-byword. For most of us
with online catalogs,
filing rules have been
embedded in the
programming that
enables the display of
search results. If this
is the case in your
library, you might
want to see if your
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The blaze caused about $17,000 worth of damage to the Havre de
Grace branch of the Harford County Public Library....
Baltimore Sun, Sept. 24

Abolitionist text found at Bethlehem
library book sale

When volunteers showed Liza Holzinger, coordinator
of Bethlehem (Pa.) Area Public Library’s book sales,
an unmarked leather-bound book in August, she
knew they had found something special. Holzinger
realized it was actually two books that someone had
bound together—an 1833 first edition of An Appeal
in Favor of That Class of Americans Called African (said to be the
first book written by a white person in favor of emancipation) by
abolitionist and American Frugal Housewife author Lydia Maria Child
(above), and an 1840 second edition of The Slave: Memoirs of Archy
Moore. The volume will be silent auctioned September 29....
Allentown (Pa.) Morning Call, Sept. 23

Artwork too risqué for suburban Texas library

Brookhaven College fine arts student Alex Trevino never expected to
become the first artist in 20 years to have works removed from the
public library in Farmers Branch, Texas. City Manager Gary Greer
ordered several works from Trevino’s exhibit taken out of Manske
Library’s gallery in September because they depicted violence, gore,
and undetailed frontal nudity that Greer considered inappropriate for
the many children who visit the library....
Dallas Morning News, Sept. 24

Shell Lady's Daughter challenged in
Gillette

School officials in Gillette, Wyoming, are assembling
a committee of community members to review a
book that a woman wants removed from the libraries
at two junior high schools. The Shell Lady’s Daughter
by C. S. Adler (1983) is about a girl who learns how
to cope with her mentally ill mother. In her formal
request, Sarah Forster listed several “objectionable
subjects” she said appear in the book, including sexual relations
between teenagers, sexual thoughts, promiscuity, masturbation,
deceiving parents, suicide, and self-inflicted pain....
Gillette (Wyo.) News-Record, Sept. 25

Sex-ed book under fire in
Chandler

The Chandler (Ariz.) Public Library Board has
agreed to review the suitability of a children’s
book on sex education following complaints
from parents that it should be placed among
reading material for adults. The book, Where
Willy Went by Nicholas Allan, was one of several publications
scrutinized during a September 20 board meeting. Others included
the Phoenix New Times and a George Carlin audiobook called When
Will Jesus Bring the Pork Chops?....
Mesa East Valley Tribune, Sept. 22

Happy Endings for Pascagoula

A best-selling book by comedian Jim Norton will
now be available again to library patrons in
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system follows the
“file as is” model,
which would mean
that you would shelve
novels by authors with
last names beginning
“Mac” separately from
those beginning “Mc.”
See the ALA
Professional Tips wiki
for more....

@ The ALA Librarian
welcomes your
questions.

Calendar
Oct. 4–7:

LITA National Forum,
Denver. “Technology
with Altitude: 10 Years
of the LITA National
Forum.”

Oct. 15:

National Literacy
Summit, Georgetown
University Conference
Center, Washington,
D.C. “Competitive
Literacies for the
Global Economy.”
Register by October 1.

Oct. 18–19:

KLA College and
University Libraries
Section, Fall
Conference, Hotel Old
Town, Wichita, Kansas.
Featuring a Mystery
Night at the Museum
of World Treasures.
Contact: Rita Sevart.

Oct. 19:

California
Newspapers in the
Digital Age: Making
Our History
Available, Riverside
(Calif.) Convention
Center. This
conference will
celebrate the creation
of the California Digital
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Pascagoula, Mississippi. The board of the JacksonGeorge Regional Library System voted 3–1
September 25 to make Happy Endings: The Tales
of a Meaty-Breasted Zilch available upon request,
but not placed into general circulation. The book
has been out of circulation since an Ocean Springs patron complained
in August....
Biloxi (Miss.) Sun Herald, Sept. 26

Michigan cuts some print journals

To save money, the University of Michigan libraries have canceled
some of their print journal subscriptions because of budget cuts and
the increasing costs of the subscriptions. University Librarian Paul
Courant said that about 2,500 were canceled this fiscal year. In
many cases, Courant said, the university starts by canceling duplicate
subscriptions, leaving one copy of the journal in at least one library,
as opposed to in multiple libraries. In other cases, subscriptions were
cancelled to journals with lower demand....
Michigan Daily, Sept. 24

Ironman at Calvin College library

Calvin College Library Systems Programmer Chris Hirt
competed in the Ironman Wisconsin competition in
Madison, September 7, completing the grueling 140-mile
triathlon in under 12 hours and finishing in the top 10%
of more than 2,000 competitors. From 7 a.m. to late in
the evening, Hirt and his wife Rebecca overcame kicks,
bruises, dehydration, fatigue, and mental strain to hear
the announcer say over the loudspeaker, “Christopher
Hirt from Grand Rapids, Michigan, you are an Ironman!”
The Chimes (Calvin College), Sept. 21

How the internet will change libraries

Former ALA President Sarah Long writes: “As a librarian, I worry
about the future of libraries. I know that people born after 1980 are
very different from those of us who were born earlier. These lessthan-30-year-olds were born digital. All their lives they’ve had
computers and digital toys of various descriptions. There is some
evidence that they actually think and process information differently
as a result.”...
Arlington Heights (Ill.) Daily Herald, Sept. 23

Eyewitness News goes to Temple

CBS 3, station KYW-TV in Philadelphia, will
donate its vast video archives, a virtual diary of
the history of the region during the last 30 years, to Temple
University’s Paley Library, CBS 3 President and General Manager
Michael Colleran and Temple University President Ann Weaver Hart
announced September 26. The station’s collection of more than
20,000 videotapes, including daily local newscasts and video clips
from “Eyewitness News,” will be housed in Paley Library’s Urban
Archives and, once cataloged, made available to students and
researchers....
CBS 3, Sept. 26

UConn Law Library repair bill set at $19 million

The University of Connecticut’s law school library is so damaged by
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Newspaper Collection,
a free digital resource
containing over a half
century of California
newspapers, and
discuss this milestone
in the larger context of
preserving and
accessing California
newspapers.
Sponsored by the
University of California,
Riverside, Center for
Bibliographical Studies
and Research. Contact:
CBSR, 951-827-5841.

Oct. 24–26:

Minnesota Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Mankato.
“All the World’s a
Stage: Becoming a
Lead Player.”

Oct. 24–26:

Mississippi Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Vicksburg
Convention Center.
“Mississippi Libraries:
Discover the World,
Close to Home.”

Oct. 24–26:

Nebraska Library
Association/
Nebraska
Educational Media
Association, Annual
Conference, Kearney.

Oct. 25–28:

AASL National
Conference, Reno,
Nevada. “The Future
Begins @ your library.”

Oct. 26–29:

California Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Long
Beach Convention
Center. “Opportunity
Knocks.”
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leaks and flaws in its granite façade that fixing it will cost $19
million, only $5 million less than it cost to build the library. The
university plans to repair the unstable façade, reinstall waterproofing
and windows, and replace moldy walls and carpets. The board of
trustees approved the project September 25; construction is
scheduled to begin in October....
Hartford (Conn.) Courant, Sept. 26

British Library funding cuts threatened

Free public access to many of the most important original documents
in world literature held at the British Library is under threat because
of funding cuts. Lynne Brindley, who has run the library since 2000,
was instructed this year to look at the consequences of funding cuts
to its £100-million budget that might range from 5% to 7% once the
Chancellor completes his funding review. “The prognosis was
chilling,” Brindley said....
The Guardian (U.K.), Sept. 23

Tech Talk
How to recover (almost)
anything

Kirk Steers writes: “It’s amazing how fast
a single keystroke or mouse click can
change your life. One false move, and
bang! An hour’s, day’s, or even a
lifetime’s work can slip away into digital oblivion. But not everything
that disappears is lost forever. These tips will help you retrieve the
seemingly irretrievable—from files long ago removed from the
Recycle Bin, to hard drives you pronounced dead in years past, to
text messages zapped from your cell phone’s SIM card.”...
PC World, Sept. 4

Watch TV on your Wii

MooWee is an application that lets you watch
internet TV content on your television screen
using your Nintendo Wii game console. You’ll
need a broadband connection with a minimum bandwidth of 384kbps
as well as an internet browser on your Wii console in order to hook
this up. From there, you can watch shows on your television screen,
and use your Wiimote to change channels....
Mashable, Sept. 20

USB 3 and public libraries

Phil Shapiro writes: “Intel’s announcement of USB 3.0 gives a hint at
how multimedia might be consumed in public libraries in coming
years. The new technology could transfer 600MB—about as much
data as you’ll find on a CD-ROM—in one second. That means people
learning English at the library could obtain 3 hours of video
instruction, tranferred in less than 20 seconds, via USB 3.”....
PC World, Sept. 24; C|Net news.com, Sept. 18

Amazon’s alternative to iTunes

Michael Arrington writes: “It may have
taken Amazon a few years, but they got it
right. Their new music store is DRM-free
and songs, starting at $0.89 per track, are cheaper than at Apple’s
iTunes. The top 100 best-selling albums are priced no higher than
$8.99. Songs are delivered in MP3 format, meaning they’ll work on
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Oct. 31–
Nov. 2:

South Carolina
Library Association,
Annual Conference,
Radisson Bush River
Road, Columbia.
“Library 2.0: Taking
South Carolina’s
Libraries to the
People.”

Nov. 1–2:

Virginia Library
Association/Virginia
Association of Law
Libraries, Annual
Conference, The
Homestead, Hot
Springs. “Reflect,
Retool, Recharge.”

Nov. 1–2:

Understanding the
Data Around Us:
Gathering and
Analyzing Usage
Data, Magnolia Hotel,
Dallas. Sponsored by
the National
Information Standards
Organization and
Amigos Library
Services.

Nov. 1–3:

From Gray Areas to
Green Areas:
Developing
Sustainable Practices
in Preservation
Environments,
Kilgarlin Center for
Preservation of the
Cultural Record,
University of Texas at
Austin.

Nov. 2:

Brick and Click
Libraries: An
Academic Library
Symposium,
Northwest Missouri
State University,
Maryville.

Nov. 2:
Digital
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any music player, including the iPod. The store opens with 2 million
songs from 80,000 artists represented by 20,000 labels.”...
TechCrunch, Sept. 25

If Jules Verne had designed
computer systems

Technophiles are tapping into a movement
known as “steampunk,” where computers
and other gadgets are reimagined using the
technology and aesthetic of the Victorian
era. In this video (3:47), Andy Jordan
reports on New Jersey designer Richard
Nagy, who has built a laptop booted up by an antique clock-winding
key, a scanner modified to look like a rare book, and a fully
functional desktop computer with an old Underwood typewriter for a
keyboard and a CD player hidden inside a porthole. “I'm a retrofuturist at heart,” Nagy says....

Wall Street Journal, Aug. 9; YouTube

Actions & Answers
Wyoming’s mudflap girl causes a
flap

A marketing campaign spearheaded by the
Wyoming State Library has caused a minor stir
in Libraryland. Themed “Bringing the World to
Wyoming,” the idea was to make Wyoming
residents realize there was something for them
at the library. But the image of a silhouetted
mudflap girl reading was a bit too sexist for some, though others
welcomed the “steamy book action.” Perhaps Shelf Check #93 said it
best....
Wyoming Libraries; Free Range Librarian, Sept. 20; Annoyed Librarian, Sept. 23; Shelf
Check, Sept. 25

Why do women read more than
men?

When it comes to fiction, the gender gap
is at its widest. Men account for only 20%
of the fiction market, according to surveys
conducted in the U.S., Canada, and
Britain. But why? Cognitive psychologists
have found that women are more
empathetic than men, and possess a greater emotional range—traits
that make fiction more appealing to them. Some experts see the
genesis of the “fiction gap” in early childhood. Another theory focuses
on “mirror neurons,” which may be more sensitive in women and
could hold the biological key to empathy....
NPR, Sept. 5

Hennepin County’s impressive
MySpace presence

Kerri Price writes: “In response to teens’ love of
online social networking, Hennepin County (Minn.)
Library has created a neat, clean, and logically
laid out MySpace page, complete with fun, vibrant
colors. The friends section includes a healthy
mixture of library patrons, indie rock bands, and
young adult authors like John Green and Meg Cabot. Visitors can
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Scholarship/Digital
Libraries
Symposium, Emory
University Libraries,
Atlanta.

Nov. 6–9:

Michigan Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Lansing
Center and Radisson
Hotel. “READ Between
the Lines.”

Nov. 8–10:

Colorado Association
of Libraries, Annual
Conference, Hammons
Convention Center,
Denver. “Get RadiCAL
2007.”

Nov. 9–11:

Hawaii Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Grand
Hyatt Kauai Resort and
Spa. “Productivity and
Assessment in
Libraries.”

Nov. 10:

University of Arizona
School of
Information and
Library Resources
and Library Science
Graduate Student
Symposium, Tucson.
“Change and
Opportunities: Libraries
in the New
Millennium.”

Nov. 13–15:

Arizona Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Mesa
Convention Center.
“Sharing Common
Values.”

Nov. 13–15:

Indiana Library
Federation, Annual
Conference,
Indianapolis. “Building
Community @ Your
Library.”
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view lists of new books and DVDs, and connect to the Ask a Librarian
service. The library also offers tips on their Extranet for librarians on
how to create a MySpace page and include a search box for the
library catalog.”...
ILoveLibraries.org

Protecting library patron confidentiality: Best
practices (PDF file)

Trina J. Magi writes: “Now that libraries have greater-than-ever
potential for collecting and storing many types of personal data,
often in digital form, librarians must be increasingly vigilant in
guarding the public trust. Fortunately, the library literature offers
many concrete actions librarians can take to protect the
confidentiality of library patrons.”...
AALL Spectrum 12, no. 1 (Sept./Oct.)

Why librarians blog

Michael Stephens presents an excerpt from his recent Ph.D.
dissertation, “Modeling the Role of Blogging in Librarianship,” in
which he examines the answers to his question: “Why do you blog?”
The most frequent response (40%) was “to share information or
insight,” with only 16% of respondents saying they did it for fun....

Nov. 30–
Dec. 2:

Document Imaging
and Document
Management,
University of California
at Los Angeles. UCLA
Extension Course.

Jan. 23–24:

Canadian Association
of Special Libraries
and Information
Services Ottawa
Seminar, Ottawa,
Ontario. “The Value of
Libraries.”

@ More...

Tame the Web blog, Sept. 23

An idea for the Friends’ book sale

The Strand Bookstore in New York is selling
books “by the foot” in various genres,
bindings, and conditions that will be a
“perfect match for any home or office space,
one that will please the eye and satisfy the
mind.” Prices range from $10 (bargain
books) to $400 per foot (antique leather). The store has been doing
this for film and theater-set designers for years. The Strand’s book
chooser Nancy Bass Wyden says that she can “custom make any kind
of library.” Not a bad fundraiser....
The Strand Bookstore

Blue-ribbon task force to address digital
preservation

An international Task Force on Sustainable Digital Preservation and
Access, funded by the National Science Foundation and the Andrew
W. Mellon Foundation, will address the preservation of our digital
data and its economic sustainability. The Library of Congress, the
National Archives and Records Administration, the Council on Library
and Information Resources, and the Joint Information Systems
Committee of the United Kingdom are all participating....
San Diego Supercomputer Center, Sept. 19

Library courier management system

The Quipu Group in Denver has released
Library2Library, a scalable courier management and
materials transportation system designed specifically for libraries. The
knowledge-base application includes a trouble-ticket system, routingslip creation, lost and damaged item management, multilevel logins,
and courier route and schedule management....
Quipu Group, Sept. 24

Federal tax forms program

The Tax Forms Outlet Program is a voluntary Internal Revenue
Service program that provides taxpayers with access to tax forms
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and related products in their local communities. The IRS mailed the
forms out in August. If your library has not already submitted its
federal tax forms order, you must return the order blank by October
8 or call 800-829-2765 to place an order....
District Dispatch blog, Sept. 19

October is American Archives Month

Help celebrate the American record and promote the
value of archives and the importance of archivists in
your library. The 2007 American Archives Month
Public Relations Kit (PDF file) promotes the value of
archives and the importance of archivists.
Highlighted in this second annual kit is a special
section that will help you spread the word about
archives to young people. And be sure to look for—
and participate in—“Say What? The First Annual ‘Best Elevator
Speech’ Contest—With Prizes!”...
Society of American Archivists

LibraryThing and the library
catalog (PDF file)

John Wenzler, electronic resources coordinator for San Francisco
State University’s J. Paul Leonard Library, offers examples of how
libraries can use folksonomies—tags created by users of the homecataloging website LibraryThing—in their catalogs (in four easy
steps): “By adding LibraryThing widgets to their OPACs, libraries can
use LibraryThing tags to generate links between related books in
their own collection.”...
San Francisco State University, Sept. 7

Can chemistry save our libraries?

The familiar, earthy smells that waft from
the page as you leaf through a dusty old
tome in the library are in fact the bouquet of
the book’s decay. Measuring the VOCs
(volatile organic compounds) that the paper
gives off is one nondestructive method that
Matija Strlic, from the University of Ljubljana, Slovenia, and
colleagues have developed to assess the state of books in European
libraries. Strlic and other members of a project called SurveNIR have
developed a near infrared (NIR) technique to assess a book’s
condition....
Chemistry World, Aug. 10
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U.S. & World News
===========================================================================
Senate introduces NSL Reform Act
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/september2007
/nslreformact.cfm]
The U.S. Senate introduced the National Security Letter (NSL) Reform Act
of 2007 September 25 in response to Justice Department abuses of NSLs
uncovered by a March internal FBI audit. Introduced by Senators Russ
Feingold (D-Wis.) and John Sununu (R-N.H.), the bill is a bipartisan
effort like the House version (H.R. 3189) introduced July 26....
Jackson County Library boosters gain ground
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/september2007
/ashlandtalent.cfm]
It&rsquo;s official: The reopening of the shuttered 15-branch Jackson
County (Oreg.) Library system could happen within the month, thanks to
the September 26 approval by the county commission of a five-year
management outsourcing contract with Maryland-based Library Systems and
Services (LSSI). Effective October 1, the contract will pay LSSI just
over $3 million for FY2007&ndash;08. A week earlier, citizens of Ashland
overwhelmingly approved a levy September 18 to reopen its branch
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facility&rsquo;s doors (above) by November 1....
Veterans History Project trims questioned data
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/september2007
/vhp.cfm]
Library of Congress staffers have modified the biographical data
accompanying interviews with 24 soldiers in the Veterans History Project
[http://www.loc.gov/vets/] after an article in the September 18 Marine
Corps Times pointed out that they were not on the official list of Medal
of Honor recipients. The VHP, an oral history program administered by
LC&rsquo;s American Folklife Center since 2000, collects and preserves
the personal recollections of some 50,000 U.S. soldiers and homefront
civilians from World War I to the present....
Maine woman quarantines sex-education book
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/september2007
/perfectlylewiston.cfm]
A woman in Lewiston, Maine, has checked out copies of the oft-challenged
It&rsquo;s Perfectly Normal: Changing Bodies, Growing Up, Sex and Sexual
Health by Robie H. Harris from the public libraries in Lewiston and
Auburn and refuses to return them, citing the book&rsquo;s frank content.
&ldquo;Since I have been sufficiently horrified of the illustrations and
the sexually graphic, amoral abnormal contents, I will not be returning
the books,&rdquo; JoAn Karkos wrote in August 11 letters to Library
Directors Rick Speer and Rosemary Walto....
Patrons vandalize Christ figure as Lucifer looks on
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/september2007
/luciferbpl.cfm]
Two visitors to Boston Public Library&rsquo;s main library were caught on
security camera September 12 toppling and breaking into several pieces a
160-year-old marble bust of Jesus Christ (on right). Sculpted by Horatio
Greenough around 1845, the bust had graced the library&rsquo;s staircase
landing since 1895, and was shielded by a railing. A matching bust
depicting Lucifer, also by Greenough, was untouched....
===========================================================================
[http://www.hwwilson.com]
===========================================================================
ALA News
===========================================================================
ALA applauds Senate NSL reform bill
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/nslreformact2007.ht
m]
ALA thanks Senators Russ Feingold (D-Wis.) and John Sununu (R-N.H.) for
introducing the National Security Letter Reform Act of 2007 on September
25. &ldquo;ALA has urged reforms to National Security Letters from the
get-go,&rdquo; said President Loriene Roy. &ldquo;Law enforcement is
extremely important, but those efforts must be balanced against
Americans&rsquo; right to privacy, in our case for their library and
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internet usage records.&rdquo;...
Apply for new Public Programs exhibits through grants.gov
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/ggov.htm]
Libraries planning to apply for some federally funded programming grants
through the ALA Public Programs Office are now required to register and
apply through grants.gov. [http://www.grants.gov] This includes new PPO
traveling exhibitions such as John Adams and African Americans in
Baseball, as well as library programs about the Works Progress
Administration Writers’ Project (to be announced later this fall).
However, it does not include privately funded projects (Let’s Talk About
It) or federal projects with no cash award (We the People Bookshelf and
Picturing America). For help with grants.gov registration, visit the PPO
website
[http://www.ala.org/ala/ppo/progresources/grantsgovinfo/aboutgrantsgov.htm]
....
Banned Books Week adds more technology
[http://www.techsource.ala.org/blog/2007/09/banned-books-week-adds-more-tec
h.html]
Tom Peters writes: “This year ALA is trying several new high-tech methods
to reach out to more people with Banned Books Week. Among these are an
area of ALA/Arts Info Island in Second Life that has been turned into a
pirate ship and wharf corresponding to this year’s piratical theme; an
underwater pirate ship and banned books display in Teen Second Life; a
BBW Facebook group; and a Google Maps mashup
[http://www.ilovelibraries.org/news/bbw/findevents.cfm] where people can
input and find the locations of planned activities. If this is all
uncharted territory for you, the PLA Blog
[http://plablog.org/2007/09/banned-books-week-hits-myspace-facebook-and-sec
ond-life.html] can help....
ALA TechSource, Sept. 21; PLA Blog, Sept. 22
Loriene Roy on religious texts in prisons
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/pll07.htm]
ALA President Loriene Roy called on the Federal Bureau of Prisons to
immediately halt its removal of religious texts from prison libraries (a
new policy it is calling the Standardized Chapel Library Project
[http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/09/13/AR20070913
01414.html]) and return removed books to the library shelves. “A
government agency should not have the right to determine what religious
texts are ‘appropriate’ when our Constitution promises not only freedom
of speech, but also freedom of religion,” Roy said. But the bureau may
now be backtracking
[http://www.nytimes.com/2007/09/26/us/27cnd-prisons.html]....
What do you know about DTV?
[http://blogs.ala.org/districtdispatch.php?title=what_do_you_know_about_dtv
_use_ala_s_fli&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1]
The 2009 transition from analog to digital television (DTV) is a big
deal, and it’s getting bigger every day nearer to February 17, 2009, when
analog TV signals will cease. As with all consumer and government issues,
many patrons will be coming into the library looking for information and
assistance with the DTV transition. The ALA Washington Office has created
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a DTV flier (PDF file
[http://www.ala.org/ala/washoff/woissues/techinttele/dtv/DTV_Flier.pdf])
that librarians can use to get a feel for the basics or to post for
public viewing....
District Dispatch blog, Sept. 25
Advocacy Institute at Midwinter
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/aimw07.htm]
ALA will hold an Advocacy Institute on Friday, January 11, during the
Midwinter Meeting in Philadelphia. The institute offers a valuable
opportunity to network and share ideas with library advocates from across
the nation. All attendees will leave with the tools necessary to become
better advocates for their communities and campuses....
Travel grants for attending ALA Annual Conference
[http://discuss.ala.org/marginalia/2007/09/25/travel-grants-for-attending-a
nnual-conference/]
Karen Muller writes: “It&rsquo;s not too early to start thinking about
next year&rsquo;s Annual Conference—especially if you&rsquo;re seeking
some travel assistance. Thousands of dollars in travel awards are
available to ALA members (and interested professionals) through the
generosity of vendors and other benefactors. For the most part, the
deadline for applying for these travel grants is December 1. While it
seems early, acting now can mean a free ticket, registration, and even a
per-diem.” Check out the details on ALA’s new Marginalia blog
[http://discuss.ala.org/marginalia/about/]....
ALA Marginalia blog, Sept. 25

Featured review: Media
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=2151790]
Neill, Fiona. Slummy Mummy. Read by Katherine Kellgren. July 2007. 9hr.
Listen and Live, CD (978-1-59316-101-9).
Neill&rsquo;s gem of a debut novel finds Londoner Lucy Sweeney, mother of
three youngsters, struggling to keep up with the other seemingly perfect
and stress-free mothers in a hilariously clumsy battle with laundry,
errands, and child rearing. Disaster peaks when Lucy begins to have
feelings for a man other than her husband. Despite her inner conscience
and advice from friends, she acts on her lustful desires. Reading in a
British accent, Kellgren keeps the tone lighthearted and fun, despite the
catastrophes that constantly loom around Lucy....
@ Visit Booklist Online [http://www.booklistonline.com/] for other
reviews and much more....

Division News
===========================================================================
50 Years of Reading Free
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[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/yalsabbw.htm]
YALSA’s Intellectual Freedom Committee is marking Banned Books Week with
50 Years of Reading Free, a booklist featuring frequently challenged and
banned books with teen appeal. The list also recognizes YALSA&rsquo;s
role in fighting censorship throughout the division&rsquo;s 50-year
history. The full list is available on the Intellectual Freedom
Committee&rsquo;s wiki page
[http://wikis.ala.org/yalsa/index.php/50_Years_of_Reading_Free]....
AASL joins forces with Children&#8217;s Book Council
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/cbc07.htm]
AASL is collaborating with the Children&rsquo;s Book Council to create a
new column, &ldquo;Meet the Author/Illustrator,&rdquo; in Knowledge
Quest, the division&rsquo;s official journal. The series will debut in
the September/October 2007 issue and feature Ying Chang Compestine,
author of Revolution Is Not a Dinner Party (Henry Holt), the story of a
girl who comes of age and fights to survive during the Chinese Cultural
Revolution....
National Vocabulary Championship joins PLA&#8217;s Smartest Card campaign
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/plascc.htm]
The Game Show Network’s 2007–2008 National Vocabulary Championship has
joined the Smartest Card @ your library campaign as an official Smartest
Card Team Member. The NVC awards over $100,000 in money toward college
tuition and other prizes and is open to eligible high school students
between the ages of 13 and 19....
PLA 2008 goes paperless
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/paperless07.htm]
PLA’s 12th National Conference will feature online access
[http://www.placonference.org/] to all handouts before, during, and after
the conference, allowing attendees to download or print out only the
handouts they need, significantly reducing the amount of wasted paper. As
with many meetings, it is difficult for PLA to reliably gauge how many
people will attend a program. Going &ldquo;paperless&rdquo; allows PLA to
create a more environmentally friendly conference....
ALSC&#8217;s new Bill Morris Seminar
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/alsctrain07.htm]
ALSC seeks applications and nominations for its first Bill Morris Seminar
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alsc/alscevents/morrisseminar.htm] on book
evaluation training, to be held January 11, 2008, prior to the ALA
Midwinter Meeting in Philadelphia. This invitational biennial seminar
supports and honors William C. Morris&rsquo;s dedication to connecting
librarians, and ultimately children, with excellent children&rsquo;s
books....
Customized Every Child Ready to Read brochures
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/ecrb07.htm]
PLA and ALSC are accepting large-quantity print orders for Every Child
Ready to Read brochures that are customized with your library name and
logo. Orders will be accepted until November 2. When placing your order,
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alsc/ECRR/orderinginfoa/OrderingInfo.htm] please
be sure to include a copy of your library logo and complete contact
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information....
Walden Media to sponsor AASL internet caf&eacute;
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/aaslic07.htm]
Film production and publishing company Walden Media will sponsor the
internet café at the AASL 13th National Conference and Exhibition,
October 25–28, in Reno, Nevada. Twenty computer stations will provide
conference attendees with free access to the internet and the ability to
check their email....
Awards
===========================================================================
Best genre fiction for adult readers
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/rlab07.htm]
RUSA’s Collection Development and Evaluation Section has established The
Reading List,
[http://www.ala.org/ala/rusa/rusaprotools/rusadisclists/thereadinglist/read
ing.htm] a juried list of the best titles published in eight genre areas
for adults—fantasy, historical fiction, horror, mystery, romance, science
fiction, women’s fiction, and adrenaline (suspense, thrillers, and action
titles). The first list of eight winning titles will be announced at the
CODES awards reception during the ALA Midwinter Meeting in Philadelphia,
January 27....
Apply for the Sara Jaffarian award
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/september2007/sjs07.htm]
Applications are now available
[http://www.ala.org/ala/ppo/jaffarianaward.htm] for the second annual
Sara Jaffarian School Library Program Award for Exemplary Humanities
Programming. Any elementary or middle school library, public or private,
is eligible to apply. The award consists of $4,000 in cash, a plaque, and
the promotion of the winner as a model program for other school
libraries. Applications are due by December 1....
IMLS awards National Leadership Grants
[http://www.imls.gov/news/2007/092507.shtm]
The Institute of Museum and Library Services announced September 25 the
43 recipients of its prestigious National Leadership Grants for 2007.
National Leadership Grants help libraries and museums collaborate, build
digital resources, and conduct research and demonstration projects. Among
the library recipients are the Denver Public Library, the New England Law
Library Consortium, and Rice University’s Fondren Library. See the full
list [http://www.imls.gov/news/2007/092507_list.shtm]....
Institute of Museum and Library Services, Sept. 25
Knowledge Trust awards ceremony honors eight
[http://sils.unc.edu/news/releases/2007/09_KTHonors.htm]
The second annual Knowledge Trust Honors award program, sponsored by the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill’s School of Information and
Library Science, recognized eight innovative leaders at a black-tie event
September 17: Thomas S. Blanton, Jeffrey Elkner, John Hanke, Pamela
Jones, Ryan P. Allis, Brewster Kahle, David P. Reed, and Thomas
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Barnett....
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Sept. 20
Union activist wins Berman award
[http://www.workdayminnesota.org/index.php?news_6_3303]
Solveig Nilsen, recently retired librarian at the Hennepin County (Minn.)
Library, is the recipient of the 2007 Sandy Berman Award for Social
Responsibility in Library Services. The award was established in 1999 to
honor Sandy Berman, head cataloger in the Hennepin County Library system
for 26 years. It has been presented semiannually by AFSCME locals to a
library employee who has made a unique and invaluable contribution to the
community-at-large through his or her work in Hennepin County Library....
Workday Minnesota, Sept. 24
Libraries Love Romance finalists announced
[http://www.rwanational.org/cs/libraries_love_romance_contest]
Librarians from all over the country entered the first Libraries Love
Romance contest and demonstrated the important role romance fiction plays
in their libraries. The contest, which seeks to recognize excellence in
library programs and promotions focusing on romance fiction, hosted two
divisions. Now you can help decide which libraries should take the top
prize of $500 and a set of 2007 RITA Award–winning novels. Voting closes
October 12....
Romance Writers of America
===========================================================================
[http://americanlibrariesbuyersguide.com]
===========================================================================
Seen Online
===========================================================================
Bureau of Prisons to restore purged books
[http://www.nytimes.com/2007/09/26/us/27cnd-prisons.html]
Facing pressure from religious groups, civil libertarians, and members of
Congress, the Federal Bureau of Prisons has decided to return religious
materials that had been purged from prison chapel libraries because they
were not on the bureau’s lists of approved resources. The bureau has not
abandoned the idea of creating such lists, but rather than packing away
everything while those lists are compiled, the religious materials will
remain on the shelves. Only a week ago, the bureau said it was not
reconsidering the library policy; but critics of the bureau’s program
said it appeared that it had bowed to widespread outrage....
New York Times, Sept. 26
Another provision of Patriot Act ruled illegal
[http://sfgate.com//cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/c/a/2007/09/27/MNJ5SF21D.DTL]
Key provisions of the USA Patriot Act, which allow a secret court to
authorize wiretaps and searches in criminal cases if the government says
foreign intelligence is involved, violate constitutional standards that
are more than 200 years old, a federal judge ruled (PDF file
[http://www.ord.uscourts.gov/rulings/04-cv-1427Opinion.pdf]) September
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26. Ruling in the case of Brandon Mayfield, an Oregon attorney who was
wrongly arrested in connection with the 2004 terrorist train bombings in
Madrid, U.S. District Judge Ann Aiken of Portland said he was subjected
to surveillance under a 2001 law that flouted the constitutional
requirement of a search warrant....
San Francisco Chronicle, Sept. 27
Scores show mixed results for No Child Left Behind
[http://www.nytimes.com/2007/09/25/education/25cnd-score.html]
America&rsquo;s public school students are doing significantly better in
math since the federal No Child Left Behind law took effect in 2002, but
gains in reading achievement have been marginal, with performance
declining among 8th graders, according to results of nationwide reading
and math tests released September 25. The results also showed that the
nation has made only incremental progress in narrowing the historic gaps
in achievement between white and minority students, a fundamental goal of
the federal law....
New York Times, Sept. 25
Findlay library flood restoration continues
[http://toledoblade.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070923/NEWS17/70923034
6]
More than a month after more than six feet of water filled the basement
of the Findlay–Hancock County (Ohio) Public Library, officials are asking
patrons to be forgiving. The library remains closed and, while Director
Sybil Galer isn’t willing to predict when it might reopen, it’s clear it
could be several more months. The library board of trustees wants to
ensure that it will be rebuilt as flood-proof as humanly possible....
Toledo (Ohio) Blade, Sept. 23
Fireman charged in Havre de Grace library fire
[http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/local/harford/bal-md.ha.firefighter24sep2
4,0,3480623.story]
A Havre de Grace, Maryland, volunteer firefighter has been suspended
while he awaits trial on charges that he was involved in firebombing the
town’s library August 22 so he could help extinguish the blaze. Daniel
Woodrow Ramsey Jr., 28, faces charges of possession of a destructive
device and conspiracy to commit arson. The blaze caused about $17,000
worth of damage to the Havre de Grace branch of the Harford County Public
Library....
Baltimore Sun, Sept. 24
Abolitionist text found at Bethlehem library book sale
[http://www.mcall.com/news/local/all-b1_4abolition.6038115sep23,0,5420009.s
tory]
When volunteers showed Liza Holzinger, coordinator of Bethlehem (Pa.)
Area Public Library’s book sales, an unmarked leather-bound book in
August, she knew they had found something special. Holzinger realized it
was actually two books that someone had bound together—an 1833 first
edition of An Appeal in Favor of That Class of Americans Called African
(said to be the first book written by a white person in favor of
emancipation) by abolitionist and American Frugal Housewife author Lydia
Maria Child (above), and an 1840 second edition of The Slave: Memoirs of
Archy Moore. The volume will be silent auctioned
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[http://bapl.org/wordpress/?p=92] September 29....
Allentown (Pa.) Morning Call, Sept. 23
Artwork too risqu&eacute; for suburban Texas library
[http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/news/localnews/stories/092407d
nmetfbart.30f1159.html]
Brookhaven College fine arts student Alex Trevino never expected to
become the first artist in 20 years to have works removed from the public
library in Farmers Branch, Texas. City Manager Gary Greer ordered several
works from Trevino’s exhibit taken out of Manske Library’s gallery in
September because they depicted violence, gore, and undetailed frontal
nudity that Greer considered inappropriate for the many children who
visit the library....
Dallas Morning News, Sept. 24
challenged in Gillette
[http://www.gillettenewsrecord.com/articles/2007/09/25/news/news01.txt]
School officials in Gillette, Wyoming, are assembling a committee of
community members to review a book that a woman wants removed from the
libraries at two junior high schools. The Shell Lady’s Daughter by C. S.
Adler (1983) is about a girl who learns how to cope with her mentally ill
mother. In her formal request, Sarah Forster listed several
“objectionable subjects” she said appear in the book, including sexual
relations between teenagers, sexual thoughts, promiscuity, masturbation,
deceiving parents, suicide, and self-inflicted pain....
Gillette (Wyo.) News-Record, Sept. 25
Sex-ed book under fire in Chandler
[http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/story/97941]
The Chandler (Ariz.) Public Library Board has agreed to review the
suitability of a children&rsquo;s book on sex education following
complaints from parents that it should be placed among reading material
for adults. The book, Where Willy Went by Nicholas Allan, was one of
several publications scrutinized during a September 20 board meeting.
Others included the Phoenix New Times and a George Carlin audiobook
called When Will Jesus Bring the Pork Chops?....
Mesa East Valley Tribune, Sept. 22
for Pascagoula [http://www.sunherald.com/306/story/150742.html]
A best-selling book by comedian Jim Norton will now be available again to
library patrons in Pascagoula, Mississippi. The board of the
Jackson-George Regional Library System voted 3–1 September 25 to make
Happy Endings: The Tales of a Meaty-Breasted Zilch available upon
request, but not placed into general circulation. The book has been out
of circulation since an Ocean Springs patron complained in August....
Biloxi (Miss.) Sun Herald, Sept. 26
Michigan cuts some print journals
[http://media.www.michigandaily.com/media/storage/paper851/news/2007/09/24/
UAdministration/To.Save.Money.u.Cuts.Journals-2986787.shtml]
To save money, the University of Michigan libraries have canceled some of
their print journal subscriptions because of budget cuts and the
increasing costs of the subscriptions. University Librarian Paul Courant
said that about 2,500 were canceled this fiscal year. In many cases,
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Courant said, the university starts by canceling duplicate subscriptions,
leaving one copy of the journal in at least one library, as opposed to in
multiple libraries. In other cases, subscriptions were cancelled to
journals with lower demand....
Michigan Daily, Sept. 24
Ironman at Calvin College library
Calvin College Library Systems Programmer Chris Hirt competed in the
Ironman Wisconsin competition in Madison, September 7, completing the
grueling 140-mile triathlon in under 12 hours and finishing in the top
10% of more than 2,000 competitors. From 7 a.m. to late in the evening,
Hirt and his wife Rebecca overcame kicks, bruises, dehydration, fatigue,
and mental strain to hear the announcer say over the loudspeaker,
&ldquo;Christopher Hirt from Grand Rapids, Michigan, you are an
Ironman!&rdquo;
The Chimes (Calvin College), Sept. 21
How the internet will change libraries
[http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?id=42052]
Former ALA President Sarah Long writes: “As a librarian, I worry about
the future of libraries. I know that people born after 1980 are very
different from those of us who were born earlier. These
less-than-30-year-olds were born digital. All their lives they’ve had
computers and digital toys of various descriptions. There is some
evidence that they actually think and process information differently as
a result.”...
Arlington Heights (Ill.) Daily Herald, Sept. 23
Eyewitness News goes to Temple
[http://www.marketwire.com/mw/release.do?id=774003]
CBS 3, station KYW-TV in Philadelphia, will donate its vast video
archives, a virtual diary of the history of the region during the last 30
years, to Temple University’s Paley Library, CBS 3 President and General
Manager Michael Colleran and Temple University President Ann Weaver Hart
announced September 26. The station’s collection of more than 20,000
videotapes, including daily local newscasts and video clips from
“Eyewitness News,” will be housed in Paley Library’s Urban Archives and,
once cataloged, made available to students and researchers....
CBS 3, Sept. 26
UConn Law Library repair bill set at $19 million
[http://www.courant.com/news/local/hc-trustees0926.artsep26,0,5248816.story
?coll=hc-utility-features-life]
The University of Connecticut’s law school library is so damaged by leaks
and flaws in its granite façade that fixing it will cost $19 million,
only $5 million less than it cost to build the library. The university
plans to repair the unstable façade, reinstall waterproofing and windows,
and replace moldy walls and carpets. The board of trustees approved the
project September 25; construction is scheduled to begin in October....
Hartford (Conn.) Courant, Sept. 26
British Library funding cuts threatened
[http://observer.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,2175023,00.html]
Free public access to many of the most important original documents in
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world literature held at the British Library is under threat because of
funding cuts. Lynne Brindley, who has run the library since 2000, was
instructed this year to look at the consequences of funding cuts to its
£100-million budget that might range from 5% to 7% once the Chancellor
completes his funding review. “The prognosis was chilling,” Brindley
said....
The Guardian (U.K.), Sept. 23
Tech Talk
===========================================================================
How to recover (almost) anything
[http://www.pcworld.com/article/id,136677/article.html]
Kirk Steers writes: “It’s amazing how fast a single keystroke or mouse
click can change your life. One false move, and bang! An hour’s, day’s,
or even a lifetime’s work can slip away into digital oblivion. But not
everything that disappears is lost forever. These tips will help you
retrieve the seemingly irretrievable—from files long ago removed from the
Recycle Bin, to hard drives you pronounced dead in years past, to text
messages zapped from your cell phone’s SIM card.”...
PC World, Sept. 4
Watch TV on your Wii [http://mashable.com/2007/09/20/mowee/]
MooWee [http://www.moowee.tv/] is an application that lets you watch
internet TV content on your television screen using your Nintendo Wii
game console. You&rsquo;ll need a broadband connection with a minimum
bandwidth of 384kbps as well as an internet browser on your Wii console
in order to hook this up. From there, you can watch shows on your
television screen, and use your Wiimote to change channels....
Mashable, Sept. 20
USB 3 and public libraries
[http://blogs.pcworld.com/communityvoices/archives/2007/09/what_will_usb_3.
html]
Phil Shapiro writes: “Intel’s announcement of USB 3.0
[http://www.news.com/8301-10784_3-9780794-7.html] gives a hint at how
multimedia might be consumed in public libraries in coming years. The new
technology could transfer 600MB—about as much data as you’ll find on a
CD-ROM—in one second. That means people learning English at the library
could obtain 3 hours of video instruction, tranferred in less than 20
seconds, via USB 3.”....
PC World, Sept. 24; C|Net news.com, Sept. 18
Amazon&#8217;s alternative to iTunes
[http://www.techcrunch.com/2007/09/25/game-on-a-real-alternative-to-itunes/
]
Michael Arrington writes: “It may have taken Amazon a few years, but they
got it right. Their new music store
[http://crunchgear.com/2007/09/25/amazon-mp3-beta-launches/] is DRM-free
and songs, starting at $0.89 per track, are cheaper than at Apple&rsquo;s
iTunes. The top 100 best-selling albums are priced no higher than $8.99.
Songs are delivered in MP3 format, meaning they&rsquo;ll work on any
music player, including the iPod. The store opens with 2 million songs
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from 80,000 artists represented by 20,000 labels.”...
TechCrunch, Sept. 25
If Jules Verne had designed computer systems
[http://youtube.com/watch?v=Gg7fVMiwCvY]
Technophiles are tapping into a movement known as “steampunk,” where
computers and other gadgets are reimagined using the technology and
aesthetic of the Victorian era. In this video (3:47), Andy Jordan reports
on New Jersey designer Richard Nagy, who has built a laptop booted up by
an antique clock-winding key, a scanner modified to look like a rare
book, and a fully functional desktop computer with an old Underwood
typewriter for a keyboard and a CD player hidden inside a porthole. “I'm
a retro-futurist at heart,” Nagy says....
Wall Street Journal, Aug. 9; YouTube
Actions & Answers
===========================================================================
Wyoming&#8217;s mudflap girl causes a flap
[http://www.wyominglibraries.org/campaign.html]
A marketing campaign [http://www.cafepress.com/wyominglibrary/3537232]
spearheaded by the Wyoming State Library has caused a minor stir in
Libraryland. Themed “Bringing the World to Wyoming,” the idea was to make
Wyoming residents realize there was something for them at the library.
But the image of a silhouetted mudflap girl reading was a bit too sexist
[http://freerangelibrarian.com/2007/09/22/how-many-flaps-does-a-mudflap-fla
p/] for some, though others welcomed
[http://annoyedlibrarian.blogspot.com/2007/09/wyoming-gets-it-right.html]
the “steamy book action.” Perhaps Shelf Check #93
[http://www.toondoo.com/View.toon?param=58504] said it best....
Wyoming Libraries; Free Range Librarian, Sept. 20; Annoyed Librarian,
Sept. 23; Shelf Check, Sept. 25
Why do women read more than men?
[http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=14175229&sc=emaf]
When it comes to fiction, the gender gap is at its widest. Men account
for only 20% of the fiction market, according to surveys conducted in the
U.S., Canada, and Britain. But why? Cognitive psychologists have found
that women are more empathetic than men, and possess a greater emotional
range&mdash;traits that make fiction more appealing to them. Some experts
see the genesis of the “fiction gap” in early childhood. Another theory
focuses on “mirror neurons,” which may be more sensitive in women and
could hold the biological key to empathy....
NPR, Sept. 5
Hennepin County&#8217;s impressive MySpace presence
[http://www.ilovelibraries.org/news/libraryshowcase/index.cfm]
Kerri Price writes: “In response to teens’ love of online social
networking, Hennepin County (Minn.) Library has created a neat, clean,
and logically laid out MySpace page,
[http://www.myspace.com/hennepincountylibrary] complete with fun, vibrant
colors. The friends section includes a healthy mixture of library
patrons, indie rock bands, and young adult authors like John Green and
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Meg Cabot. Visitors can view lists of new books and DVDs, and connect to
the Ask a Librarian service. The library also offers tips on their
Extranet for librarians [http://www.hclib.org/extranet/hclmyspace.cfm] on
how to create a MySpace page and include a search box for the library
catalog.”...
ILoveLibraries.org
Protecting library patron confidentiality: Best practices
[http://www.aallnet.org/products/pub_sp0709/pub_sp0709_Handout.pdf] (PDF
file)
Trina J. Magi writes: “Now that libraries have greater-than-ever
potential for collecting and storing many types of personal data, often
in digital form, librarians must be increasingly vigilant in guarding the
public trust. Fortunately, the library literature offers many concrete
actions librarians can take to protect the confidentiality of library
patrons.”...
AALL Spectrum 12, no. 1 (Sept./Oct.)
Why librarians blog
[http://tametheweb.com/2007/09/librarian_why_do_you_blog.html]
Michael Stephens presents an excerpt from his recent Ph.D. dissertation,
“Modeling the Role of Blogging in Librarianship,
[http://www.flickr.com/photos/michaelsphotos/557890784/]” in which he
examines the answers to his question: “Why do you blog?” The most
frequent response (40%) was “to share information or insight,” with only
16% of respondents saying they did it for fun....
Tame the Web blog, Sept. 23
An idea for the Friends&#8217; book sale
[http://www.strandbooks.com/app/www/p/bbtfoot/]
The Strand Bookstore in New York is selling books “by the foot” in
various genres, bindings, and conditions that will be a “perfect match
for any home or office space, one that will please the eye and satisfy
the mind.” Prices range from $10 (bargain books) to $400 per foot
(antique leather). The store has been doing this for film and theater-set
designers for years. The Strand’s book chooser Nancy Bass Wyden says that
she can “custom make any kind of library.” Not a bad fundraiser....
The Strand Bookstore
Blue-ribbon task force to address digital preservation
[http://www.sdsc.edu/News%20Items/PR091907_blueribbon.html]
An international Task Force on Sustainable Digital Preservation and
Access, funded by the National Science Foundation and the Andrew W.
Mellon Foundation, will address the preservation of our digital data and
its economic sustainability. The Library of Congress, the National
Archives and Records Administration, the Council on Library and
Information Resources, and the Joint Information Systems Committee of the
United Kingdom are all participating....
San Diego Supercomputer Center, Sept. 19
Library courier management system
[http://www.quipugroup.com/index.php?do=PressReleases#L2L]
The Quipu Group in Denver has released Library2Library, a scalable
courier management and materials transportation system designed
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specifically for libraries. The knowledge-base application includes a
trouble-ticket system, routing-slip creation, lost and damaged item
management, multilevel logins, and courier route and schedule
management....
Quipu Group, Sept. 24
Federal tax forms program
[http://blogs.ala.org/districtdispatch.php?title=title_44&more=1&c=1&tb=1&p
b=1]
The Tax Forms Outlet Program is a voluntary Internal Revenue Service
program that provides taxpayers with access to tax forms and related
products in their local communities. The IRS mailed the forms out in
August. If your library has not already submitted its federal tax forms
order, you must return the order blank by October 8 or call 800-829-2765
to place an order....
District Dispatch blog, Sept. 19
October is American Archives Month
[http://www.archivists.org/archivesmonth/index.asp]
Help celebrate the American record and promote the value of archives and
the importance of archivists in your library. The 2007 American Archives
Month Public Relations Kit (PDF file
[http://www.archivists.org/news/AMKit_2007.pdf]) promotes the value of
archives and the importance of archivists. Highlighted in this second
annual kit is a special section that will help you spread the word about
archives to young people. And be sure to look for—and participate
in—&ldquo;Say What? The First Annual &lsquo;Best Elevator Speech&rsquo;
Contest—With Prizes!&rdquo;...
Society of American Archivists
LibraryThing and the library catalog
[http://online.sfsu.edu/%7Ejwenzler/research/LTFL.pdf] (PDF file)
John Wenzler, electronic resources coordinator for San Francisco State
University’s J. Paul Leonard Library, offers examples of how libraries
can use folksonomies—tags created by users of the home-cataloging website
LibraryThing—in their catalogs (in four easy steps): “By adding
LibraryThing widgets to their OPACs, libraries can use LibraryThing tags
to generate links between related books in their own collection.”...
San Francisco State University, Sept. 7
Can chemistry save our libraries?
[http://www.rsc.org/chemistryworld/News/2007/August/10080701.asp]
The familiar, earthy smells that waft from the page as you leaf through a
dusty old tome in the library are in fact the bouquet of the book’s
decay. Measuring the VOCs (volatile organic compounds) that the paper
gives off is one nondestructive method that Matija Strlic, from the
University of Ljubljana, Slovenia, and colleagues have developed to
assess the state of books in European libraries. Strlic and other members
of a project called SurveNIR [http://www.science4heritage.org/survenir/]
have developed a near infrared (NIR) technique to assess a book’s
condition....
Chemistry World, Aug. 10
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[http://www.techsoup.org/stock/libraries/default.asp?cg=libad&sg=ald]
[http://www.techsoup.org/stock/libraries/default.asp?cg=libad&sg=ald]
===========================================================================
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/midwinter/2008/home.htm]
Use a participation button
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/midwinter/2008/home.htm] on
your blog or website to promote your involvement in the 2008 ALA
Midwinter Meeting in Philadelphia, January 11–16. There are also
downloadable buttons for exhibitors, speakers, and sponsors. Online hotel
reservations
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/midwinter/2008/travel.htm#hot
el] will open at 9:00 a.m. Central Time, October 1.
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog&_pn=product_detai
l&_op=2421]
A healthy brain is essential for success in school. Based on a concept
taught by 7th-grade language-arts teacher Tammie Matos, this colorful
poster
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog&_pn=product_detai
l&_op=2421] prioritizes different &ldquo;brain food&rdquo;
groups&mdash;from nonfiction to mind candy&mdash;and reminds students to
feed their minds with a balance of reading choices.
NEW! From ALA Graphics.
[http://www.ala.org/ala/washoff/washingtonoffice.cfm]
Know anyone who isn’t registered to vote? Send them to the ALA Washington
Office website. [http://www.ala.org/ala/washoff/washingtonoffice.cfm]
Just look for the Rock the Vote banner, click on it, and a registration
form will appear. Have them fill it out and they’re all set!
In this issue
September 2007
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/tableofcontents/2007contents/sept2007.cfm]
The First Amendment Needs New Clothes
Rethinking the Library Bill of Rights
What’s a Library Worth?
ALA Awards
[http://www.loc.gov/bookfest/toolkit/]
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The Library of Congress has created a young readers online toolkit
[http://www.loc.gov/bookfest/toolkit/] to help celebrate its National
Book Festival in Washington, D.C.
Career Leads from
[http://joblist.ala.org/]
Head of Bibliographic/ Metadata Services
[http://joblist.ala.org/modules/jobseeker/controller.cfm?scr=jobdetail&jobi
d=7853], Kelvin Smith Library, Case Western University, Cleveland.
Responsible for planning, organizing, implementing, and evaluating
services and procedures that enhance bibliographic access and indexing
for collections and resources. Supervises the provision of both
traditional MARC catalog records as well as metadata records in METS,
MODS, Dublin Core, and other formats for digitized objects created by the
library....
@ More jobs [http://joblist.ala.org/]...

The new 12th edition of ALA’s Guide to Reference (renamed to denote its
format neutrality) will be published in spring 2008 under the leadership
of Robert H. Kieft. This online edition will be the first to list web
resources and the first to take full advantage of the Web’s capacities to
connect information sources. ALA Editions is considering different
pricing models for Guide to Reference and would appreciate your feedback
to help us best determine the needs of our users. Please take a few
minutes to complete this short survey
[http://link.ixs1.net/s/lt?id=7280300&si=&pc=82001&ei=l139331] about
Guide to Reference.
Digital Library of the Week
[http://www.umvphotoarchive.org/cdm4/item_viewer.php?CISOROOT=/augsc&CISOPT
R=562&REC=6]
The Upper Mississippi Valley Digital Image Archive
[http://www.umvphotoarchive.org/] showcases images of the Mississippi
River region along the Iowa/Illinois border. The archive began in
February 2002, with conversations between the founding partners of the
consortium: Augustana College Special Collections in Rock Island,
Illinois; the Davenport (Iowa) Public Library Special Collections; and
Musser Public Library in Muscatine, Iowa. The collection will eventually
consist of a searchable database of thousands of digital images from
local history collections covering the 1860s through the 1950s.
Do you know of a digital library collection that we can mention in this
AL Direct feature? Tell us about it. [mailto:aldirect@ala.org]
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Public Perception
How the World
Sees Us
“There’s nothing like a good attempted book banning to show there’s still
life in this society. It’s a sign of how far along we are in this
experiment with democracy. If you don’t like something, you scream, but
you don’t issue fatwas on the authors. And in this world of change it is
nice to know that some people still care enough about the written word to
want to take books off the shelves.”
?Columnist Tom Blackburn, “A Case for Literary Thou-Shalt-Nots,” Cox News
Service, Sept. 23.

From the CentenniAL Blog
[http://blogs.ala.org/AL100.php?title=the_return_of_ralph&more=1&c=1&tb=1&p
b=1]
The return of Ralph Nader.
[http://blogs.ala.org/AL100.php?title=the_return_of_ralph&more=1&c=1&tb=1&p
b=1] Greg Landgraf writes: “Coming in November 2007, American Libraries
will have an article by consumer advocate Ralph Nader. To preview, his
article is a remembrance piece, recollections of the role of books and
libraries in his childhood. Nader returns to AL’s pages after a 34-year
absence (apart from a couple news briefs, incidental mentions within
other stories, and an introduction to his D.C. Library Renaissance Project). In 1973, ‘Ralph Nader called up and
invited himself to
the wake for libraries at ALA’s Midwinter Meeting in Washington,’ as the
introduction to his May 1973 (p. 275&ndash;278) article explains.”...
Read the Blog [http://blogs.ala.org/AL100.php] for more....
[http://blogs.ala.org/AL100.php]

Ask the ALA Librarian

Q. I am a school librarian and part of my job is cataloging. Another
staff member recently asked me what the official “rule” is for shelving
fiction books by authors whose last names begin with “Mc” and “Mac.” Can
you help?
A. For libraries, there are two main sets of filing rules:
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Filing_rules]
letter-by-letter and word-by-word. For most of us with online catalogs,
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filing rules have been embedded in the programming that enables the
display of search results. If this is the case in your library, you might
want to see if your system follows the “file as is” model, which would
mean that you would shelve novels by authors with last names beginning
“Mac” separately from those beginning “Mc.” See the ALA Professional Tips
wiki
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Arranging_Books_on_the_She
lf] for more....
@ The ALA Librarian [mailto:AskTheLibrarian@ala.org] welcomes your
questions.

Calendar
Oct. 4–7:
LITA National Forum
[http://www.lita.org/ala/lita/litaevents/litanationalforum2007denver/forum2
007.cfm], Denver. &ldquo;Technology with Altitude: 10 Years of the LITA
National Forum.&rdquo;
Oct. 15:
National Literacy Summit
[http://gucchd.georgetown.edu/literacysummit3.html], Georgetown
University Conference Center, Washington, D.C. &ldquo;Competitive
Literacies for the Global Economy.” Register by October 1.
Oct. 18–19:
KLA College and University Libraries Section,
[http://skyways.lib.ks.us/KLA/divisions/culs/] Fall Conference, Hotel Old
Town, Wichita, Kansas. Featuring a Mystery Night at the Museum of World
Treasures. Contact: Rita Sevart [mailto:rsevart@watc.edu].
Oct. 19:
California Newspapers in the Digital Age: Making Our History Available,
[http://cbsr.ucr.edu/newspaper_conference/] Riverside (Calif.) Convention
Center. This conference will celebrate the creation of the California
Digital Newspaper Collection, [http://cdnc.ucr.edu/] a free digital
resource containing over a half century of California newspapers, and
discuss this milestone in the larger context of preserving and accessing
California newspapers. Sponsored by the University of California,
Riverside, Center for Bibliographical Studies and Research. Contact:
CBSR, [mailto:librarian@cbsr26.ucr.edu] 951-827-5841.
Oct. 24&ndash;26:
Minnesota Library Association,
[http://www.mnlibraryassociation.org/conf_2007/emlaprogram_2007.pdf]
Annual Conference, Mankato. &ldquo;All the World&rsquo;s a Stage:
Becoming a Lead Player.&rdquo;
Oct. 24&ndash;26:
Mississippi Library Association,
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[http://www.misslib.org/index.php/2007/03/10/2007-mla-annual-conference-sch
eduled-for-october-24-27/] Annual Conference, Vicksburg Convention
Center. &ldquo;Mississippi Libraries: Discover the World, Close to
Home.&rdquo;
Oct. 24&ndash;26:
Nebraska Library Association/ Nebraska Educational Media Association,
[http://www.2007nla-nema.info/] Annual Conference, Kearney.
Oct. 25–28:
AASL National Conference
[http://www.ala.org/ala/aasl/conferencesandevents/national/reno2007.htm],
Reno, Nevada. &ldquo;The Future Begins @ your library.&rdquo;
Oct. 26&ndash;29:
California Library Association,
[http://www.cla-net.org/events/confexhibition.php] Annual Conference,
Long Beach Convention Center. &ldquo;Opportunity Knocks.&rdquo;
Oct. 31&ndash;
Nov. 2:
South Carolina Library Association,
[http://www.scla.org/AnnualConference2007/HomePage] Annual Conference,
Radisson Bush River Road, Columbia. &ldquo;Library 2.0: Taking South
Carolina&rsquo;s Libraries to the People.&rdquo;
Nov. 1–2:
Virginia Library Association/Virginia Association of Law Libraries,
[http://www.vla.org/demo/conference.html] Annual Conference, The
Homestead, Hot Springs. &ldquo;Reflect, Retool, Recharge.&rdquo;
Nov. 1–2:
Understanding the Data Around Us: Gathering and Analyzing Usage Data
[http://www.niso.org/news/events_workshops/usage07/], Magnolia Hotel,
Dallas. Sponsored by the National Information Standards Organization and
Amigos Library Services.
Nov. 1–3:
From Gray Areas to Green Areas: Developing Sustainable Practices in
Preservation Environments
[http://www.ischool.utexas.edu/kilgarlin/gaga/index.html], Kilgarlin
Center for Preservation of the Cultural Record, University of Texas at
Austin.
Nov. 2:
Brick and Click Libraries: An Academic Library Symposium
[http://brickandclick.org], Northwest Missouri State University,
Maryville.
Nov. 2:
Digital Scholarship/Digital Libraries Symposium
[http://www.metascholar.org/events/2007/dsdl/], Emory University
Libraries, Atlanta.
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Nov. 6–9:
Michigan Library Association [http://www.mla.lib.mi.us/events/annual],
Annual Conference, Lansing Center and Radisson Hotel. &ldquo;READ Between
the Lines.&rdquo;
Nov. 8–10:
Colorado Association of Libraries [http://cal-webs.org/conference.html],
Annual Conference, Hammons Convention Center, Denver. &ldquo;Get RadiCAL
2007.&rdquo;
Nov. 9–11:
Hawaii Library Association
[http://ohana.chaminade.edu/hla/conference.html], Annual Conference,
Grand Hyatt Kauai Resort and Spa. &ldquo;Productivity and Assessment in
Libraries.&rdquo;
Nov. 10:
University of Arizona School of Information and Library Resources and
Library Science Graduate Student Symposium
[http://www.sir.arizona.edu/lso/symp07teaset.htm], Tucson. “Change and
Opportunities: Libraries in the New Millennium.”
Nov. 13–15:
Arizona Library Association, [http://www.azla.org/displayconvention.cfm]
Annual Conference, Mesa Convention Center. &ldquo;Sharing Common
Values.&rdquo;
Nov. 13–15:
Indiana Library Federation
[http://www.ilfonline.org/conf/AnnualConference/annconf07.htm], Annual
Conference, Indianapolis. &ldquo;Building Community @ Your Library.&rdquo;
Nov. 30–
Dec. 2:
Document Imaging and Document Management
[http://www.archivebuilders.com/abcourses.html], University of California
at Los Angeles. UCLA Extension Course.
Jan. 23–24:
Canadian Association of Special Libraries and Information Services Ottawa
Seminar [http://www.caslisottawa.on.ca/], Ottawa, Ontario. “The Value of
Libraries.”
@ More [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/calendar/calendar.cfm]...
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