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U.S. & World News
Federal prisons to return religious
books

Following an outcry from civil libertarians and
religious groups, the Federal Bureau of Prisons has
authorized the return to chapel libraries of all
appropriate religious materials that it had ordered
removed as part of its new Standardized Chapel
Library Project, an effort to restrict prison reading
lists to 150 titles per denomination. In an email
quoted by the September 26 New York Times, the
bureau reported that the only exceptions would be “any publications
that have been found to be inappropriate, such as material that could
be radicalizing or incite violence.”...

UConn okays $19 million to fix
leaking law library

Trustees of the University of Connecticut
in Hartford approved September 25 some
$19 million to begin repairing the
structurally unsound façade of the Law
School Library in October, a sum that is
$5 million less than the $24 million it
cost to build the 11-year-old facility in the first place. The five-story,
125,000-square-foot library has been plagued with leaks from
multiple sources since it opened, and the state attorney general is
“aggressively trying to recoup the money from the primary
construction company and architects,” Manager of Media
Communications Karen Grava told American Libraries....

ALA 2008 Midwinter
Meeting, January 11–16,
Philadelphia.

Happy Endings available on request in Mississippi

The board of Jackson-George Regional Library System, headquartered
in Pascagoula, Mississippi, chose to return comedian Jim Norton’s
Happy Endings: The Tales of a Meaty-Breasted Zilch to the collection
at its September 25 meeting, but the book will not return to the
shelves; instead, it will only be available upon patron request....

ALA News
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Against the rapidly
changing background
of the information
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Meet the 2007 Spectrum Scholars on
Flickr

LIS students chosen for an ALA Spectrum Scholarship
in 2007 tell why they wanted to become librarians in
this set of Flickr photos. Gwendolyn Prellwitz, ALA
Spectrum staff liaison says, “This is a truly great way
to get to know the Spectrum Scholars and to see how
they really are an amazingly diverse and passionate
group of future librarians.”...

What is iMIS?

Jenny Levine writes: “In your ALA
experience, you may periodically hear
someone reference something called
‘iMIS,’ and most likely they won’t
define it. You can even look on the
official list of ALA Acronyms and not
find it listed there, mainly because it’s
not a unit of the organization. What, then, is it? Basically, iMIS is our
membership database, and it runs the day-to-day transactions of the
Association.”...
ALA Marginalia blog, Sept. 27

AL Focus
IFLA Conference 2007,
Durban, South Africa

This overview (5:14) of the 73rd
International Federation of Library
Associations and Institutions
Conference in Durban, South Africa,
highlights the event’s 2007 focus on
indigenous knowledge and oral history,
featuring interviews with IFLA and ALA leaders, snapshots of the
programs, and glimpses of the local music and parties that made up
the festivities. Join the 3,100 delegates from 116 nations to see how
African libraries have changed since the end of apartheid in 1994....

landscape, copyright
expert Timothy Wherry
takes a grounded look
at intellectual
property issues and
provides the
perspective and tools
necessary to benefit
patrons and staff of all
libraries. NEW! From
ALA Editions.

Want to share the ALA I
Love Libraries website
with the world? You can
add downloadable web
badges to your blog or
website.

In this issue
October 2007

Teens and the New
Literacy

Featured review: Reference

Anderson, Gary L., and Kathryn G.
Herr, editors. Encyclopedia of Activism
and Social Justice. June 2007. 1,712p.
Sage, hardcover (978-1-4129-1812-1).
The same organizations, biographical
subjects, and other topics can be found
as entry headings in many reference
sources. It is the context and the
combinations, as well as the editorial
focus, that give each source an
intellectual flavor and afford it a place
on library shelves. The Encyclopedia of Activism and Social
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Charter Schools
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Ugandan Wild

Career Leads
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Justice is a fine example of a work with a unique
perspective. Every topic is viewed within the context “of both
traditional and emerging forms of social, cultural, and
aesthetic activism,” with social justice as an espoused
goal. The editors make it clear that groups like the Ku Klux
Klan and neo-Nazis do not fit the criteria for inclusion
because though they are activists, they lack the connection to
social justice....

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
Division News
Celebrate Teen Read Week with 31
Flavorites

YALSA and readergirlz, an online book community
for young adults, have jointly launched 31
Flavorite Authors for Teens. Teen readers will
have the opportunity to chat live with 31 popular,
critically acclaimed authors—among them Nikki
Grimes, Chris Crutcher, Sonya Sones, and John
Green—every evening in October (5 p.m. Pacific,
8 p.m. Eastern). See the schedule and full list of
authors on the readergirlz website....

from

Chief of Public
Services,
Chattahoochee Valley
Regional Library
System, Columbus,
Georgia. A new position
responsible for
managing the main
library and facilitating
the work of eight
branches and two
bookmobiles. The
candidate will have the
experience and skills to
make the library more
relevant now and in the
future....

@ More jobs...

PLA Leadership Institute

PLA and 3M will offer a special daylong preconference focused on
developing leaders and creating transformational change agents
within the library profession on March 25, preceding PLA’s 12th
National Conference in Minneapolis. Participants will learn how to set
a change strategy, how to handle various challenges and what
innovations can be most productive in implementing, driving, and
defining change....

Meg Cabot to keynote PLA luncheon

Meg Cabot, author of the popular The Princess
Diaries series, will keynote the Preconference
Luncheon at PLA’s 12th National Conference in
Minneapolis, March 25. Tickets can be purchased
online. Cabot is the author of more than 40 books
for both adults and teens...

Spring Virtual Institute on management

ACRL and LAMA are accepting proposals for their Joint Spring Virtual
Institute, “Leading from the Middle: Managing in All Directions,” that
will take place April 29–30, 2008. The submission deadline is
December 10. The institute will offer both synchronous and
asynchronous sessions that will be archived for on-demand
viewing....

ACRL Midwinter workshops

ACRL will offer three professional development workshops in
conjunction with the 2008 ALA Midwinter Meeting in Philadelphia on
January 11. The topics include learning assessment, library
orientation, and organization development....
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Help remove the hold
on the Presidential
Records Reform bill in
the Senate. The
Presidential Records Act
Amendments bill,
H.R.1255, is currently
being prevented from a
vote in the U.S. Senate
by Sen. Jim Bunning (RKY). He has not stated his
reasons for doing so.
H.R.1255 removes
restrictions placed by
President Bush’s 2001
Executive Order 13233
and enhances the
Presidential Records Act,
one of the nation’s most
important opengovernment laws. A
briefing paper on the bill
is available on the
National Coalition for
History website.

Digital Library
of the Week
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ACRL forms positioning task force

ACRL has formed Positioning the 21st Century Library in the
Competitive Academy: Why We Can’t Wait, a task force that will
examine the place of academic libraries in the larger world of higher
education. The group will identify ways that ACRL and its
membership can maximize the position of libraries within the
increasingly competitive academy....

ALSC institute on serving parenting teens

ALSC will offer a daylong pre-Midwinter Institute, “Teen Parents
Raising Readers: Youth Services Staff Making It Happen,” on January
11, 2008, prior to the ALA Midwinter Meeting in Philadelphia.
Presented by Saroj Ghoting and Maryann Mori, the institute is for
those who need information on early childhood development and
children’s materials or who are interested in developing programs for
pregnant or parenting teens and their children....

Second annual Bookapalooza

ALSC is accepting applications through November 30 for its second
Bookapalooza program. The division will select three libraries to
receive a collection of children’s materials published in 2007 to be
used in a way that creatively enhances each library’s service to
children and families....

Social networking, one year later

A year ago YALSA launched the 30 Days of Positive Uses of Social
Networking Project. Every day in October 2006, three YALSA bloggers
posted ideas and information about using social networking in the
school and public library. The postings were in response to the
proposed Deleting Online Predators Act and the realization that
librarians working with teens needed support and information on
using social networking with teens. Now, one year later, the same
YALSA bloggers are each going to write update posts in October
about the world of social networking, teens, and other issues....
YALSA Blog, Oct. 1

Awards
Deadline extended for National Library Week grant

The deadline for the Scholastic Library Publishing National Library
Week grant has been extended to October 15. Libraries of all types in
the United States are invited to apply for a $5,000 grant that will be
awarded to the best public awareness campaign that promotes the
theme “Join the circle of knowledge @ your library” during National
Library Week (April 13–19, 2008)....

The University of
Michigan’s Making of
America site is a digital
library of primary
sources in American
social history from the
antebellum period
through reconstruction.
The collection is
particularly strong in the
subject areas of
education, psychology,
American history,
sociology, religion, and
science and technology.
The collection currently
contains approximately
10,000 books and
50,000 journal articles
with 19th-century
imprints. The initial
phase of the project,
begun in the fall of
1995, focused on
developing a
collaborative effort
between the University
of Michigan and Cornell
University.

YALSA grants and awards

More than $30,000 worth of grants and awards are available to
YALSA members this year. The deadline to apply is December 1....

Isay receives Murrow Award

Dave Isay, founder of StoryCorps and its parent
company Sound Portraits Productions, has received
the 2007 Edward R. Murrow Award from the
Corporation for Public Broadcasting. StoryCorps, a
national project to record American oral histories, airs
on National Public Radio’s Morning Edition and is
housed at the American Folklife Center at the Library
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Cornell also hosts a
Making of America
site, which contains a
nice run of 22 journals,
including Scientific
American from 1846 to
1869 and Harper’s New
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of Congress. Since 1977, CPB has presented the Murrow Award to
individuals who foster public radio’s quality and shape its direction....
Corporation for Public Broadcasting, Sept. 28

UK Archives wins digital
preservation award

The UK National Archives is celebrating its victory at the
Conservation Awards 2007 after winning the award for digital
preservation. Presented on September 27, the award recognizes
leadership and practical advancement in the field of digital
preservation. The Archives was cited for its work on active
preservation through the development of two tools: the PRONOM
Technical Registry and Digital Record Object Identification (DROID)
file format identification....
National Archives, Sept. 28

Nominate a Leader in Learning

Cable’s Leaders in Learning Awards recognize outstanding educators,
administrators, policymakers, and other community leaders at the
forefront of innovation in education. Applications are being accepted
online for individuals who are using new ideas and new technology to
educate and prepare students from kindergarten through high school
for the future. The application period closes January 16....
Cable in the Classroom, Sept. 12

Seen Online
Bush’s presidential-records order partially
invalidated

A federal judge October 1 invalidated part of President Bush’s
Executive Order 13233 (issued in November 2001) that gives former
presidents and vice presidents the right to review executive records
before they are made public under the Freedom of Information Act.
U.S. District Court Judge Colleen Kollar-Kotelly ruled that the
provision that blocks public access to the records while they are
being reviewed by a former president was in violation of the
Presidential Records Act because it eliminated the discretion of the
Archivist of the United States. ALA President Loriene Roy said the
“court has made it clear just how vital that information is to
democracy.”...
Washington Post, Oct. 2

Congress and President approve College Cost
Reduction Act

President Bush signed the College Cost Reduction Act, a bill that
would ultimately make college more affordable for students,
September 28. The bill will increase the maximum a student can gain
from a Pell Grant by about $1,000 over the next five years. It also
creates a new student loan forgiveness plan through the Direct Loan
program for public service employees. Qualifying areas of
employment include librarians....
Arkansas Traveller, Oct. 1; District Dispatch blog, Oct. 1
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Monthly Magazine from
1850 to 1899. The
collection is made
possible by a grant from
the Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.

Public
Perception
How the World
Sees Us

“Don’t join the book
burners. Don’t think
you’re going to
conceal faults by
concealing evidence
that they ever
existed. Don’t be
afraid to go in your
library and read
every book, as long
as any document
does not offend
[y]our own ideas of
decency. That
should be the only
censorship. . . .
    “We have got to
fight [communism]
with something
better, not try to
conceal the thinking
of our own people.
They are part of
America. And even if
they think ideas
that are contrary to
ours, their right to
say them, their right
to record them, and
their right to have
them at places
where they’re
accessible to others
is unquestioned, or
it’s not America.”
—President Dwight D.
Eisenhower, from a
commencement address at
Dartmouth College, June 14,
1953.
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Network outage cuts access to San Jose libraries

A network power failure that occurred September 30 shut down
public access to the San Jose (Calif.) Library System’s website,
including all of its 17 branches and the Martin Luther King Jr. main
library at San Jose State University. SJSU spokeswoman Pat Lopes
Harris said the campus expected to have the system back in
operation October 3. The library online catalog, circulation system,
and online databases were also affected....
San Jose (Calif.) Mercury News, Oct. 3

Banned Books Week in Chicago

Alessia Zanin-Yost,
reference librarian at
Western Carolina
University, has a
roundup of Visual
Literacy Resources on
the Web in the
September issue of
College & Research
Libraries News.
(8:51 Windows Media Player file)

In Chicago, Banned Books Week kicked off September 29 with
readings from books on the most-challenged list in Pioneer Court on
Michigan Avenue. Office for Intellectual Freedom Director Judith Krug
appeared on WTTW-TV’s Chicago Tonight September 25 to discuss
the event and which books caused the most controversy....

Ask the ALA
Librarian

WTTW-TV, Sept. 25

Thieves try do-it-yourself censorship

At the public library in Mount Vernon, Maine, someone
waltzed off with the Kama Sutra. Copies of What’s
Happening to My Body? have vanished from Penquis
Valley Middle and High School library in Milo. Missing
from the Lincoln Middle School library in Portland is a
copy of It’s Perfectly Normal. Books on sex, paganism,
witchcraft, and other potentially sensitive topics have a
habit of disappearing from libraries....
Kennebec (Me.) Journal, Oct. 2

There, in the mirror—a book banner!

Carlin Romano writes: “Pardon me if I swing the camera this year
and focus on another culprit in book banning. The mass media. Which
books do they ban? Scholarly books in their book review pages.
Virtually all of them. Just think how strange the situation is. We take
pride in our children going as far as they can educationally. Some
become doctors, lawyers, or professors, and write the most careful
books they can manage. The mass media then ignore those books so
they can devote the space to actress-ingenues attempting to
complete a sentence.”...
Philadelphia Inquirer, Sept. 29

Rare books cataloger helps out New
Orleans seminary

For nearly four months last spring, Chicago-based rare
books expert Ellen Middlebrook Herron combed
through the collection at New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary’s John T. Christian Library.
Herron discovered and cataloged a number of
important early books and Bibles in the NOBTS library, including
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Q. Our community
doesn’t have a
library symbol
street sign for the
library. How do we
get one?
A. There’s historical
information about the
National Library
Symbol and the
Library Symbol
Highway Sign at ALA
Library Fact Sheet 30:
National Library
Symbol/Library
Symbol Highway Sign.
However, to actually
request a library
symbol street sign for
your public library for
placement within your
community or
neighborhood, you
must contact your
own state’s
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several 15th-century works from the earliest days of the printing
press....
Baptist Press, Sept. 26

Mayor Daley wants tax hike for new
libraries

Chicago Mayor Richard Daley defended a proposed
property tax increase October 2, framing it as a
way to operate the city’s libraries and continue the
system’s modernization. The $108-million increase
in the city’s levy is the biggest single potential
money source among a list of revenue
enhancements under consideration. “Libraries are
extensions of the school system, of the learning
environment,” Daley said. “If a society is going to do well, you put
the money into education and you put money into libraries.”...
Chicago Tribune, Oct. 2

Supreme Court affirms Contra Costa’s library
worship ban

By refusing to hear a church-state case from Contra Costa County,
California, the U.S. Supreme Court October 1 allowed governments to
block religious groups from using public libraries for prayer. The high
court let stand a 2006 Ninth Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals ruling that
Sacramento-based Faith Center Evangelistic Church Ministries cannot
use public meeting rooms for prayer and Bible study in the county
library’s Antioch branch. Freedom to Read Foundation counsel
Theresa Chmara offers some guidance for libraries that may be
reviewing their meeting room policies in the aftermath of this
decision....

department of
transportation for
instructions and
criteria. See the list of
state department of
transportation
websites at the
website of the Federal
Highway
Administration. In
Illinois, the request
must include the
location of the library,
the proposed
intersection the signs
are being requested
for, the number of
hours the library is
open during the week,
and the name and
phone number of a
contact person. See
the ALA Professional
Tips wiki for more....

@ The ALA Librarian
welcomes your
questions.

San Jose (Calif.) Mercury News, Oct. 1; OIF blog, Oct. 2

Spam weapon helps preserve
books

A weapon used to fight spammers is
now helping university researchers
properly digitize old books and
manuscripts. Many websites use an
automated test to tell computers and humans apart when signing up
to an account or logging in. Carnegie Mellon University is using this
test, known as a CAPTCHA (Completely Automated Turing Test To
Tell Computers and Humans Apart), so that humans can help
decipher words that the university’s OCR scanner cannot identify....
BBC News, Oct. 2

Books return to Weimar
library

Thousands of restored books returned
October 1 to the shelves of a newly
renovated historic library in eastern
Germany that was gutted by a fire
more than three years ago (right). The
Duchess Anna Amalia Library in
Weimar will reopen October 24 with a
ceremony led by German President Horst Köhler, after several years
of painstaking restoration and upgrading of the library’s $18.2-million
security systems....
Associated Press, Oct. 1; Thüringische Landeszeitung, Oct. 1; YouTube

Italian police investigate book thief
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LITA Standards
Coordinator Diane Hilman
has put together a
Standards Watch wiki
that intends to keep an
eye on standards (such
as RFID, SKOS, OpenURL,
and RDA) of interest to
LITA members. Contact
Diane if you would like to
contribute.

Calendar
Calls for papers:
By Oct. 15:
The North American
Serials Interest Group
seeks papers for its
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An Italian man who sometimes disguised himself as a priest and even
locked himself in a bathroom for a day managed to sneak away with
dozens of 300-year-old books, drawings, and watercolors from top
libraries and public archives in Rome, authorities said October 1.
Italian police recovered dozens of items, worth at least €650,000
($921,635 U.S.), including 17th-century diaries, drawings that
chronicled life in Rome, scientific books, and watercolors dating from
the 1700s in raids at the man’s home and storerooms....
Associated Press, Oct. 1

New Bodleian Library plans
halted

Controversial plans for a new Bodleian
Library in Oxford, England, are now on hold
because critics say the new scheme will spoil
the city’s world-famous skyline. Fourteen
councillors have successfully petitioned for
the plans to be debated at a meeting next month. The council’s
planning team originally voted 6–5 on September 26 to approve
plans for the new depository, which will house eight million books....
BBC News, Oct. 2

Tech Talk
Creating Library 2.0 subject guides

Ellyssa Kroski writes: “The New Web has brought
with it some amazing tools for creating online
subject guides. These tools offer the addition of
multimedia and multiformat elements such as
photos, videos, social bookmarks, RSS feeds, and widgets to
traditional resource guides, as well as an interactive dimension which
makes them particularly 2.0. Here are a few tools for creating your
own 2.0 guides.”...
iLibrarian blog, Oct. 1

The Mark of Zotero

Scott McLemee writes: “Zotero is a tool for
storing, retrieving, organizing, and annotating digital documents. It
has been available for not quite a year. I started using it about six
weeks ago, and am still learning some of the fine points, but feel
sufficient enthusiasm about Zotero to recommend it to anyone doing
research online. If very much of your work involves material from
JSTOR, for example—or if you find it necessary to collect
bibliographical references, or to locate web-based publications that
you expect to cite in your own work—then Zotero is worth knowing
how to use.”...
Inside Higher Ed, Sept. 26

40+ media players that aren’t
iTunes

iTunes is arguably the most popular
media player for Mac and Windows, with
a recent update for the iPhone, but is it
the best? Check out the competition: 40
other popular media players, among
them Amarok, Mplayer, Rhythmbox,
Xine, Kantaris, jetAudio, Media Player Classic, RadLight (above),
VidLizard, Winamp, and NicePlayer....
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annual conference to
be held June 5–8,
2008, in Phoenix,
Arizona.
By Oct. 30:
The Ohio Digital
Commons for
Education 2008
Conference seeks
presentations,
preconference
workshops, and
technology
demonstrations for the
conference to be held
March 2–4, 2008, in
Columbus.
By Oct. 31:
The Alabama Library
Association seeks
program proposals for
its annual conference
to be held Apr. 22–25,
2008, in Birmingham.
By Nov. 1:
The Popular Culture
Association/American
Culture Association
seeks presenters for its
conference to be held
Mar. 19–22, 2008, in
San Francisco.
By Nov. 1:
Electronic Resources
and Libraries seeks
proposals for its
conference to be held
Mar. 19–21, 2008, in
Atlanta.
By Nov. 2:
International
Federation of Library
Associations and
Institutions Public
Libraries, Children and
Young Adult Libraries,
and Management and
Marketing Sections
Satellite Meeting,
seeks papers for an
Aug. 5–7, 2008, event
at McGill University in
Montreal.
By Nov. 16:
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Mashable, Oct. 2

Texas Tech library gets animated
(subscription required)

The Texas Tech University library opened a 3D
Animation Lab in September. The lab has eight
high-performance Apple computers and a
collection of industry-standard animation
software. The computers have Vue Infinite for
designing landscapes and animals, Poser for
the human figure, AutoCAD for drafting and
rendering, and several other packages....
Chronicle of Higher Education, Oct. 5

Where’s my free Wi-Fi?

Tim Wu writes: “In Houston, Chicago, St. Louis, and even San
Francisco, once-promising projects to provide city-wide free wireless
access are in trouble. What happened—was the idea all wrong? Not
quite. The problem is that cities haven’t thought of the internet as a
form of public infrastructure that—like subway lines, sewers, or roads
—must be paid for. Instead, cities have labored under the illusion
that, somehow, everything could be built easily and for free by
private parties.”...
Slate, Sept. 27

Five PC gaming myths

Jason Cross writes: “If you’re a
long-time PC gamer, you’ve heard it
all before. Your favorite gaming
platform is dying, and it’s all about
the consoles. After all, gaming on
the PC is too expensive. It’s too
complicated and unreliable. The
sales just aren’t there. All the cool games are on consoles. Of
course, PC enthusiasts know this isn’t true. Here, I present the five
most common myths about PC gaming, and the actual truth you
don’t hear about too often in the mainstream (and even gaming)
press.”...
ExtremeTech, Sept. 25

Write your own ransom
notes

Kent Brewster has put together the Ransomizr, code that grabs a
bunch of single-letter images from the One Letter Pool on Flickr,
arranges them into an array, and waits for you to type something in
the entry blank. The result looks just like an old-school ransom note,
and may be copied and pasted into the page of your choice....
Kent Brewster

Actions & Answers
LC and Ad Council launch
lifelong literacy campaign

The Advertising Council and the Library of
Congress announced October 2 the launch
of a new series of PSAs developed to
inspire young people to explore new
worlds through reading and to promote
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LOEX 2008 seeks
proposals for breakout
and interactive
sessions at its
conference to be held
May 1–3, 2008, in Oak
Brook, Illinois.
By Nov. 31:
The American Society
for Information Science
and Technology seeks
research papers to be
presented at its
Information
Architecture Summit to
be held April 12–14,
2008, in Miami.
Proposals for
presentations, panels,
posters, and
management track or
preconference
workshops are also
accepted with a
deadline of October 31.
By Dec. 15:
Canadian Association
for Conservation of
Cultural Property seeks
abstracts for papers,
posters, and videos for
its annual conference
to be held May 30–
June 1, 2008, in
Montreal.
By Jan. 7:
The RUSA Research
and Statistics
Committee seeks
papers for its 14th
Reference Research
Forum at the 2008 ALA
Annual Conference in
Anaheim, California.
Contact: Anne C.
Moore.

@ More...
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literacy in all types of learning, including
books, periodicals, and cartoons. The PSAs—created pro bono by the
Geppetto Group, Walt Disney Studios Home Entertainment, and the
Brigham Young University Ad Lab—are based on classical fiction
books The Wonderful Wizard of Oz and the The Lion, the Witch, and
the Wardrobe, as well as stories of King Arthur and the Round
Table....

Contact Us

American Libraries
Direct

Ad Council, Oct. 2

Book challenges in Texas

The American Civil Liberties Union
Foundation of Texas released its 11th
Annual Banned Books Report, titled
Free People Read Freely (PDF file),
September 29 as part of Banned Books
Week. The report spotlights schools
that banned books from library shelves
or from classroom reading lists, but just as importantly, it highlights
schools that decided to retain a book despite a challenge by a
parent, a student, a school official, or a member of the public. It also
contains an interview with writer and librarian Susan Patron....
ACLU of Texas, Oct. 1

A brief history of Anglo-American cataloging codes
The Joint Steering Committee for the Development of RDA offers an
outline history of cataloging rules, from Sir Anthony Panizzi’s British
Museum code (published in 1841) to the 2002 revision of AACR2.
The history includes 26 bibliographic references and links to such
source documents as the prefaces to various editions of AACR2....
Joint Steering Committee for the Development of RDA, Sept. 28

Cutter on “The Buffalo Public
Library in 1983”

Steve Lawson says that although Boston
Athenaeum Librarian Charles Ammi Cutter
foresaw e-books and library networks in
this paper (“The Buffalo Public Library in
1983”) presented at ALA Annual
Conference in 1883, “I found some of
Cutter’s blind spots and apparent enthusiasms that haven’t aged as
well to be more interesting”—such as “Every one must be admitted
into the delivery-room, but from the reading-rooms the great
unwashed are shut out altogether or put in rooms by themselves.
Luckily public opinion sustains us thoroughly in their exclusion or
seclusion.”...
See Also... blog, Sept. 25

Library blog survey: Commentary and list

Meredith Farkas editorializes on her survey of popular sites in the
biblioblogosphere: “As I had predicted, the top 10 list is a good bit
different from the top 10 list on the OEDB site. The three blogs with
the most Bloglines subscribers (librarian.net, The Shifted Librarian,
and Library Stuff) are not the top 3 favorite blogs, though they are
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not surprisingly in the top 10. Seeing which blog is #1 (and that it
wasn’t even all that close) tells me that a cynical view of the
profession speaks to a lot of people. But with only 218 participants,
this can by no means be considered a representative sample.”...
Information Wants to Be Free blog, Sept. 30

Spanish-language New York
bookshop closes

Although Librería Lectorum, one of the
oldest Spanish-language bookstores in New York, closed its doors
September 30, it will shift the focus of its consumer business to
internet sales through its bilingual website. Lectorum Publications, a
subsidiary of Scholastic, is already an industry leader in Spanishlanguage sales to schools, libraries, and college bookstores. To
preserve the bookstore’s tradition, Lectorum plans to host author and
other literary events for tri-state area customers at Scholastic’s
global headquarters and the Scholastic Store in SoHo, New York....
Scholastic, Sept. 6; New York Times, Sept. 24

If you aren’t scared, you aren’t paying attention

Karen Schneider philosophizes about blogging, branding, digital
rights, Google, metadata, and the One True Catalog in her final post
for the ALA TechSource blog: “Choices, choices. The sand runs
quickly through the hourglass. What are we willing to give up to
move forward? Who do we break bread with? Can we be tough
customers? Can we make hard decisions? How do we sail out to sea?
”...
ALA TechSource blog, Sept. 30

Why do Microsoft, AOL, and Yahoo
support the National ID card?

Michael Arrington writes: “The Real ID Act of 2005 is
a $17-billion privacy and civil rights nightmare that
requires all 50 states to issue standardized ID and
drivers license cards. Luckily, it has been stuck in
bureaucratic limbo. Congress mandated the cards,
passed off the strategy to Homeland Security and
stuck the states with the tab for actually paying for
all of this. So why are large technology organizations calling for the
government to push the program forward? Probably because they
stand to gain a lot of money from lucrative government contracts.”...
TechCrunch blog, Sept. 28

ARSL to collaborate with WebJunction

The Association of Rural and Small Libraries is
working with WebJunction to share best practices,
research, ideas, and discussion on issues most relevant to rural and
small libraries. The partnership was announced September 26 during
the ARSL Conference in Columbus, Ohio. The new online community
combines content from the former ARSL website with the training,
materials, and community participation of library staff at
WebJunction....
OCLC, Sept. 27

Boston Library Consortium goes with OCA

The Boston Library Consortium announced September 24 that it will
partner with the Open Content Alliance to build a freely accessible
library of digital materials from all 19 member institutions. The BLC is
the first large-scale consortium to embark on such a self-funded
digitization project with the Open Content Alliance. The BLC’s
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digitization efforts will be based in a new scanning center, the
Northeast Regional Scanning Center, at the Boston Public Library....
Boston Library Consortium, Sept. 24

Google Books redesign

Philipp Lenssen writes: “The Google Book
Search homepage just received a redesign.
It now looks more like bookshelf than
straightforward search engine; instead of
the typical Google logo + input box, you’ll
see a couple of preselected covers as
images, making for a more explorative
approach.” The cover selections are divided into the different
categories “interesting,” “classics,” “highly cited,” and “random
subject.”...
Google Blogoscoped blog, Sept. 26

Yahoo Search just got smarter

Yahoo added some major features to its search engine October 1.
Erik Schonfeld explains: “A search for a major rock band like U2
brings up information from the artists’ website, along with a list of
songs that can be played as 30-second audio streams (courtesy of
Yahoo Music). Do a search for a restaurant or hotel, and results from
Yahoo Local come out on top, with links to maps, ratings, and
reviews. But the most important feature is an Ajax assistant pane
that drops down when it detects you are hesitating while typing in a
search term.”...
TechCrunch blog, Oct. 1

MediaScrape offers world
news videos

MediaScrape, the “Internet TV News
Network,” is integrating with Google
Maps to help users find breaking news
videos from around the world.
MediaScrape is a Google NewsMap that
partners directly with broadcast news
outlets such as the BBC, CBC, Asia
News International, and 25 other outlets and has the ability to play
some 35,000 news clips from its vast database. To get started, click
on a region to see news clips plotted to a Google Map based on their
specific location....
Google Maps Mania blog, Sept. 25

October is National Reading Group
Month

The Women’s National Book Association has
designated October as National Reading Group Month
to mark the 90th anniversary of the organization’s
founding. WNBA hopes to bring about public
awareness of the joy of shared reading and encourage libraries,
bookstores, and other organizations to host special events for
reading groups....
Women’s National Book Association, Oct. 1

History and the Headlines: Sputnik

Fifty years ago the Soviet Union launched Sputnik,
igniting the space race. History educators can give
students an in-depth look at the impact that the
launch had on the United States and the Soviet
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Union, with ABC-CLIO’s “History and the
Headlines: Sputnik Escalates the Cold War.”
Developed in partnership with The History Channel
and National History Day, the site includes primary sources, video
clips, expert analysis, and engaging activities to help students
explore the conflict that held the world in its grip for nearly 50 years.
The free collection will be available until Dec. 1....
ABC-CLIO, Oct. 3

Cataloging illuminated manuscripts

Meredith E. Torre, LIS student at the University
of Wisconsin at Madison, discusses the
challenges of using the Ancient, Medieval,
Renaissance, and Early Modern Manuscripts rules
(a 2003 supplement to AACR2) to catalog and
classify pre-modern manuscripts, adding that
“Cataloging of these works is further
complicated by an ongoing dilemma between
simple and complex cataloging, and an underappreciation of the need
to treat illuminations as separate areas of content within
themselves.”...
Library Student Journal 2 (Sept. 2007)

Urban Dictionary defines “librarian”

Urban Dictionary, an online user-written slang dictionary that’s been
online since 2001, has nine different definitions for the word
“librarian,” including: “A person who is so anal that they have sought
a job to define their compulsive tendencies. Librarians often bait
people into their dens by offering information or entertainment,
usually of the wholesome kind.” (Some are even less
complimentary.) The dictionary also has 16 definitions for “library.”
Users can vote thumbs up or down for each definition....
Urban Dictionary

The Short Pencil Saga

Nick (“March of the Librarians”) Baker
created this short (2:29) video last
spring that tells the story of where all
those short pencils in the Williams
College library came from, using
archival footage from the Prelinger
Archives, including Redwood Saga and
Working Together. “It all began
thousands of years ago.”...
YouTube

Earthquake damages San
Francisco library (1906)

Postal librariana collector Larry Nix
writes: “This postal card was used by
the California State Library to collect
news items for its magazine. It is
postmarked May 5, 1906. The
Martinez Free Reading Room and
Library responded with a note that reads in part: ‘The earthquake of
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the 18th [April 18, 1906] damaged our building so that it is unfit for
use until repaired which will mean we shall have to remain closed six
weeks or two months. Damage about $1,500.’ This card is an
example of a library-sized postal card, printed in the exact size of a
catalog card and issued by the Post Office Department in response to
lobbying by Melvil Dewey.”...
Library History Buff

Welcome to the Millard
Sheets Library

The Millard Sheets Library at the Otis
College of Art and Design in Los
Angeles produced this humorous
introductory video tour (5:32) of its
services. It features real, live art
students and the librarians that serve
them, with a voiceover by Shelley
Forbes, circulation manager...
YouTube
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U.S. & World News
===========================================================================
Federal prisons to return religious books
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/september2007
/prisonsclp.cfm]
Following an outcry from civil libertarians and religious groups, the
Federal Bureau of Prisons has authorized the return to chapel libraries
of all appropriate religious materials that it had ordered removed as
part of its new Standardized Chapel Library Project, an effort to
restrict prison reading lists to 150 titles per denomination. In an email
quoted by the September 26 New York Times, the bureau reported that the
only exceptions would be &ldquo;any publications that have been found to
be inappropriate, such as material that could be radicalizing or incite
violence.&rdquo;...
UConn okays $19 million to fix leaking law library
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/september2007
/uconnleak.cfm]
Trustees of the University of Connecticut in Hartford approved September
25 some $19 million to begin repairing the structurally unsound façade of
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the Law School Library in October, a sum that is $5 million less than the
$24 million it cost to build the 11-year-old facility in the first place.
The five-story, 125,000-square-foot library has been plagued with leaks
from multiple sources since it opened, and the state attorney general is
&ldquo;aggressively trying to recoup the money from the primary
construction company and architects,&rdquo; Manager of Media
Communications Karen Grava told American Libraries....
available on request in Mississippi
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/september2007
/zilch.cfm]
The board of Jackson-George Regional Library System, headquartered in
Pascagoula, Mississippi, chose to return comedian Jim Norton&rsquo;s
Happy Endings: The Tales of a Meaty-Breasted Zilch to the collection at
its September 25 meeting, but the book will not return to the shelves;
instead, it will only be available upon patron request....
ALA News
===========================================================================
Meet the 2007 Spectrum Scholars on Flickr
[http://flickr.com/photos/alaspectrumscholars/sets/72157602186617934]
LIS students chosen for an ALA Spectrum Scholarship in 2007 tell why they
wanted to become librarians in this set of Flickr photos. Gwendolyn
Prellwitz, ALA Spectrum staff liaison says, “This is a truly great way to
get to know the Spectrum Scholars and to see how they really are an
amazingly diverse and passionate group of future librarians.”...
What is iMIS? [http://discuss.ala.org/marginalia/2007/09/27/what-is-imis/]
Jenny Levine writes: “In your ALA experience, you may periodically hear
someone reference something called ‘iMIS,’ and most likely they
won&rsquo;t define it. You can even look on the official list of ALA
Acronyms [http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Acronyms] and
not find it listed there, mainly because it&rsquo;s not a unit of the
organization. What, then, is it? Basically, iMIS is our membership
database, and it runs the day-to-day transactions of the Association.”...
ALA Marginalia blog, Sept. 27
AL Focus
===========================================================================
IFLA Conference 2007, Durban, South Africa
[http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/ifla-conference-2007-durban-south-africa]
This overview (5:14) of the 73rd International Federation of Library
Associations and Institutions Conference in Durban, South Africa,
highlights the event’s 2007 focus on indigenous knowledge and oral
history, featuring interviews with IFLA and ALA leaders, snapshots of the
programs, and glimpses of the local music and parties that made up the
festivities. Join the 3,100 delegates from 116 nations to see how African
libraries have changed since the end of apartheid in 1994....
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Featured review: Reference
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=1945732]
Anderson, Gary L., and Kathryn G. Herr, editors. Encyclopedia of Activism
and Social Justice. June 2007. 1,712p. Sage, hardcover
(978-1-4129-1812-1).
The same organizations, biographical subjects, and other topics can be
found as entry headings in many reference sources. It is the context and
the combinations, as well as the editorial focus, that give each source
an intellectual flavor and afford it a place on library shelves. The
Encyclopedia of Activism and Social Justice is a fine example of a work
with a unique perspective. Every topic is viewed within the context
&ldquo;of both traditional and emerging forms of social, cultural, and
aesthetic activism,&rdquo; with social justice as an espoused goal. The
editors make it clear that groups like the Ku Klux Klan and neo-Nazis do
not fit the criteria for inclusion because though they are activists,
they lack the connection to social justice....
@ Visit Booklist Online [http://www.booklistonline.com] for other reviews
and much more....

Division News
===========================================================================
Celebrate Teen Read Week with 31 Flavorites
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/yrg31flav07.htm]
YALSA and readergirlz, an online book community for young adults, have
jointly launched 31 Flavorite Authors for Teens. Teen readers will have
the opportunity to chat live with 31 popular, critically acclaimed
authors—among them Nikki Grimes, Chris Crutcher, Sonya Sones, and John
Green—every evening in October (5 p.m. Pacific, 8 p.m. Eastern). See the
schedule and full list of authors on the readergirlz
[http://www.readergirlz.com/issue.html] website....
PLA Leadership Institute
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/pla3m07.htm]
PLA and 3M will offer a special daylong preconference focused on
developing leaders and creating transformational change agents within the
library profession on March 25, preceding PLA&rsquo;s 12th National
Conference in Minneapolis. Participants will learn how to set a change
strategy, how to handle various challenges and what innovations can be
most productive in implementing, driving, and defining change....
Meg Cabot to keynote PLA luncheon
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/plapl07.htm]
Meg Cabot, author of the popular The Princess Diaries series, will
keynote the Preconference Luncheon at PLA’s 12th National Conference in
Minneapolis, March 25. Tickets can be purchased online.
[http://www.placonference.org/] Cabot is the author of more than 40 books
for both adults and teens...
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Spring Virtual Institute on management
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/alvi07.htm]
ACRL and LAMA are accepting proposals for their Joint Spring Virtual
Institute, &ldquo;Leading from the Middle: Managing in All
Directions,&rdquo; that will take place April 29–30, 2008. The submission
deadline is December 10. The institute will offer both synchronous and
asynchronous sessions that will be archived for on-demand viewing....
ACRL Midwinter workshops
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/acrlmw08.htm]
ACRL will offer three professional development workshops in conjunction
with the 2008 ALA Midwinter Meeting in Philadelphia on January 11. The
topics include learning assessment, library orientation, and organization
development....
ACRL forms positioning task force
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/acrltf07.htm]
ACRL has formed Positioning the 21st Century Library in the Competitive
Academy: Why We Can&rsquo;t Wait, a task force that will examine the
place of academic libraries in the larger world of higher education. The
group will identify ways that ACRL and its membership can maximize the
position of libraries within the increasingly competitive academy....
ALSC institute on serving parenting teens
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/alscmwi07.htm]
ALSC will offer a daylong pre-Midwinter Institute, “Teen Parents Raising
Readers: Youth Services Staff Making It Happen,&rdquo; on January 11,
2008, prior to the ALA Midwinter Meeting in Philadelphia. Presented by
Saroj Ghoting and Maryann Mori, the institute is for those who need
information on early childhood development and children’s materials or
who are interested in developing programs for pregnant or parenting teens
and their children....
Second annual Bookapalooza
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/alscbook07.htm]
ALSC is accepting applications through November 30 for its second
Bookapalooza
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alsc/awardsscholarships/bookapaloozaprogram.htm]
program. The division will select three libraries to receive a collection
of children’s materials published in 2007 to be used in a way that
creatively enhances each library&rsquo;s service to children and
families....
Social networking, one year later
[http://blogs.ala.org/yalsa.php?title=positive_uses_of_social_networking_on
e_y&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1]
A year ago YALSA launched the 30 Days of Positive Uses of Social
Networking Project. Every day in October 2006, three YALSA bloggers
posted ideas and information about using social networking in the school
and public library. The postings were in response to the proposed
Deleting Online Predators Act and the realization that librarians working
with teens needed support and information on using social networking with
teens. Now, one year later, the same YALSA bloggers are each going to
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write update posts in October about the world of social networking,
teens, and other issues....
YALSA Blog, Oct. 1
Awards
===========================================================================
Deadline extended for National Library Week grant
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/nlwg07.htm]
The deadline for the Scholastic Library Publishing National Library Week
grant has been extended to October 15. Libraries of all types in the
United States are invited to apply
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pio/natlibraryweek/nlwgrant.htm] for a $5,000
grant that will be awarded to the best public awareness campaign that
promotes the theme &ldquo;Join the circle of knowledge @ your
library&rdquo; during National Library Week (April 13–19, 2008)....
YALSA grants and awards
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/yalsaga07.htm]
More than $30,000 worth of grants and awards are available to YALSA
members this year. The deadline to apply is December 1....
Isay receives Murrow Award
[http://www.cpb.org/pressroom/release.php?prn=619]
Dave Isay, founder of StoryCorps and its parent company Sound Portraits
Productions, has received the 2007 Edward R. Murrow Award from the
Corporation for Public Broadcasting. StoryCorps, a national project to
record American oral histories, airs on National Public Radio’s Morning
Edition and is housed at the American Folklife Center at the Library of
Congress. Since 1977, CPB has presented the Murrow Award to individuals
who foster public radio’s quality and shape its direction....
Corporation for Public Broadcasting, Sept. 28
UK Archives wins digital preservation award
[http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/news/stories/174.htm]
The UK National Archives is celebrating its victory at the Conservation
Awards 2007 after winning the award for digital preservation. Presented
on September 27, the award recognizes leadership and practical
advancement in the field of digital preservation. The Archives was cited
for its work on active preservation through the development of two tools:
the PRONOM Technical Registry
[http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pronom/] and Digital Record Object
Identification (DROID)
[http://droid.sourceforge.net/wiki/index.php/Introduction] file format
identification....
National Archives, Sept. 28
Nominate a Leader in Learning
[http://www.leadersinlearningawards.org/pressrelease_applications.html]
Cable&rsquo;s Leaders in Learning Awards recognize outstanding educators,
administrators, policymakers, and other community leaders at the
forefront of innovation in education. Applications are being accepted
online for individuals who are using new ideas and new technology to
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educate and prepare students from kindergarten through high school for
the future. The application period closes January 16....
Cable in the Classroom, Sept. 12
===========================================================================
[http://americanlibrariesbuyersguide.com]
===========================================================================
Seen Online
===========================================================================
Bush&#8217;s presidential-records order partially invalidated
[http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/10/01/AR20071001
01751.html]
A federal judge October 1 invalidated part of President Bush’s Executive
Order 13233 (issued in November 2001) that gives former presidents and
vice presidents the right to review executive records before they are
made public under the Freedom of Information Act. U.S. District Court
Judge Colleen Kollar-Kotelly ruled that the provision that blocks public
access to the records while they are being reviewed by a former president
was in violation of the Presidential Records Act because it eliminated
the discretion of the Archivist of the United States. ALA President
Loriene Roy said
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/eo13233.htm] the
“court has made it clear just how vital that information is to
democracy.”...
Washington Post, Oct. 2
Congress and President approve College Cost Reduction Act
[http://media.www.thetraveleronline.com/media/storage/paper688/news/2007/10
/01/News/Congress.President.Approve.College.Cost.Reduction.Act-3001145.shtm
l]
President Bush signed the College Cost Reduction Act, a bill that would
ultimately make college more affordable for students, September 28. The
bill will increase the maximum a student can gain from a Pell Grant by
about $1,000 over the next five years. It also creates a new student loan
forgiveness plan through the Direct Loan program for public service
employees. Qualifying areas
[http://blogs.ala.org/districtdispatch.php?title=new_loan_forgiveness_for_l
ibrarians&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1] of employment include librarians....
Arkansas Traveller, Oct. 1; District Dispatch blog, Oct. 1
Network outage cuts access to San Jose libraries
[http://www.mercurynews.com/search/ci_7069540?IADID=Search-www.mercurynews.
com-www.mercurynews.com]
A network power failure that occurred September 30 shut down public
access to the San Jose (Calif.) Library System’s website, including all
of its 17 branches and the Martin Luther King Jr. main library at San
Jose State University. SJSU spokeswoman Pat Lopes Harris said the campus
expected to have the system back in operation October 3. The library
online catalog, circulation system, and online databases were also
affected....
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San Jose (Calif.) Mercury News, Oct. 3

Banned Books Week in Chicago [http://www.ala.org/cfapps/bbw/wttw_bbw.wmv]
(8:51 Windows Media Player file)
In Chicago, Banned Books Week kicked off September 29 with readings from
books on the most-challenged list in Pioneer Court on Michigan Avenue.
Office for Intellectual Freedom Director Judith Krug appeared on
WTTW-TV’s Chicago Tonight September 25 to discuss the event and which
books caused the most controversy....
WTTW-TV, Sept. 25
Thieves try do-it-yourself censorship
[http://kennebecjournal.mainetoday.com/news/local/4334441.html]
At the public library in Mount Vernon, Maine, someone waltzed off with
the Kama Sutra. Copies of What’s Happening to My Body? have vanished from
Penquis Valley Middle and High School library in Milo. Missing from the
Lincoln Middle School library in Portland is a copy of It’s Perfectly
Normal. Books on sex, paganism, witchcraft, and other potentially
sensitive topics have a habit of disappearing from libraries....
Kennebec (Me.) Journal, Oct. 2
There, in the mirror&#8212;a book banner!
[http://www.philly.com/inquirer/columnists/carlin_romano/20070929_There__in
_the_mirror_-_a_book_banner_.html]
Carlin Romano writes: “Pardon me if I swing the camera this year and
focus on another culprit in book banning. The mass media. Which books do
they ban? Scholarly books in their book review pages. Virtually all of
them. Just think how strange the situation is. We take pride in our
children going as far as they can educationally. Some become doctors,
lawyers, or professors, and write the most careful books they can manage.
The mass media then ignore those books so they can devote the space to
actress-ingenues attempting to complete a sentence.”...
Philadelphia Inquirer, Sept. 29
Rare books cataloger helps out New Orleans seminary
[http://www.bpnews.net/BPnews.asp?ID=26500]
For nearly four months last spring, Chicago-based rare books expert Ellen
Middlebrook Herron combed through the collection at New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary’s John T. Christian Library. Herron discovered and
cataloged a number of important early books and Bibles in the NOBTS
library, including several 15th-century works from the earliest days of
the printing press....
Baptist Press, Sept. 26
Mayor Daley wants tax hike for new libraries
[http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/chi-proptaxoct03,1,1931676.story]
Chicago Mayor Richard Daley defended a proposed property tax increase
October 2, framing it as a way to operate the city’s libraries and
continue the system’s modernization. The $108-million increase in the
city’s levy is the biggest single potential money source among a list of
revenue enhancements under consideration. “Libraries are extensions of
the school system, of the learning environment,” Daley said. “If a
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society is going to do well, you put the money into education and you put
money into libraries.”...
Chicago Tribune, Oct. 2
Supreme Court affirms Contra Costa&#8217;s library worship ban
[http://www.mercurynews.com/breakingnews/ci_7053470]
By refusing to hear a church-state case from Contra Costa County,
California, the U.S. Supreme Court October 1 allowed governments to block
religious groups from using public libraries for prayer. The high court
let stand a 2006 Ninth Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals ruling that
Sacramento-based Faith Center Evangelistic Church Ministries cannot use
public meeting rooms for prayer and Bible study in the county library’s
Antioch branch. Freedom to Read Foundation counsel Theresa Chmara offers
some guidance for libraries
[http://blogs.ala.org/oif.php?p=2301&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1] that may be
reviewing their meeting room policies in the aftermath of this
decision....
San Jose (Calif.) Mercury News, Oct. 1; OIF blog, Oct. 2
Spam weapon helps preserve books
[http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/technology/7023627.stm]
A weapon used to fight spammers is now helping university researchers
properly digitize old books and manuscripts. Many websites use an
automated test to tell computers and humans apart when signing up to an
account or logging in. Carnegie Mellon University is using this test,
known as a CAPTCHA (Completely Automated Turing Test To Tell Computers
and Humans Apart), so that humans can help decipher words that the
university’s OCR scanner cannot identify....
BBC News, Oct. 2
Books return to Weimar library
[http://ap.google.com/article/ALeqM5i1cOWQpQIj3REQx_s3imIqKimQPgD8S0KFS00]
Thousands of restored books returned October 1 to the shelves of a newly
renovated historic library in eastern Germany that was gutted by a fire
[http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F6quytbUuZk] more than three years ago
(right). The Duchess Anna Amalia Library in Weimar will reopen October 24
with a ceremony led by German President Horst Köhler, after several years
of painstaking restoration and upgrading
[http://www.tlz.de/tlz/tlz.onlinesuche.volltext.php?zulieferer=tlz&redaktio
n=redaktion&dateiname=dateiname&kennung=on1tlzKULKulNational39354&catchline
=catchline&kategorie=kategorie&rubrik=Kultur&region=National&bildid=1086191
&searchstring=Anna+&+Amalia&dbserver=1&dbosserver=1&other=] of the
library’s $18.2-million security systems....
Associated Press, Oct. 1; Thüringische Landeszeitung, Oct. 1; YouTube
Italian police investigate book thief
[http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2007/10/01/europe/EU-GEN-Italy-Book-Thief.p
hp]
An Italian man who sometimes disguised himself as a priest and even
locked himself in a bathroom for a day managed to sneak away with dozens
of 300-year-old books, drawings, and watercolors from top libraries and
public archives in Rome, authorities said October 1. Italian police
recovered dozens of items, worth at least &euro;650,000 ($921,635 U.S.),
including 17th-century diaries, drawings that chronicled life in Rome,
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scientific books, and watercolors dating from the 1700s in raids at the
man’s home and storerooms....
Associated Press, Oct. 1
New Bodleian Library plans halted
[http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/england/oxfordshire/7024751.stm]
Controversial plans for a new Bodleian Library in Oxford, England, are
now on hold because critics say the new scheme will spoil the city’s
world-famous skyline. Fourteen councillors have successfully petitioned
for the plans to be debated at a meeting next month. The council’s
planning team originally voted 6–5 on September 26 to approve plans for
the new depository, which will house eight million books....
BBC News, Oct. 2
Tech Talk
===========================================================================
Creating Library 2.0 subject guides
[http://oedb.org/blogs/ilibrarian/2007/a-librarians-guide-to-creating-20-su
bject-guides/]
Ellyssa Kroski writes: “The New Web has brought with it some amazing
tools for creating online subject guides. These tools offer the addition
of multimedia and multiformat elements such as photos, videos, social
bookmarks, RSS feeds, and widgets to traditional resource guides, as well
as an interactive dimension which makes them particularly 2.0. Here are a
few tools for creating your own 2.0 guides.”...
iLibrarian blog, Oct. 1
The Mark of Zotero [http://insidehighered.com/views/2007/09/26/mclemee]
Scott McLemee writes: “Zotero is a tool for storing, retrieving,
organizing, and annotating digital documents. It has been available for
not quite a year. I started using it about six weeks ago, and am still
learning some of the fine points, but feel sufficient enthusiasm about
Zotero [http://www.zotero.org/] to recommend it to anyone doing research
online. If very much of your work involves material from JSTOR, for
example—or if you find it necessary to collect bibliographical
references, or to locate web-based publications that you expect to cite
in your own work&mdash;then Zotero is worth knowing how to use.”...
Inside Higher Ed, Sept. 26
40+ media players that aren&#8217;t iTunes
[http://mashable.com/2007/10/02/media-players-toolbox/]
iTunes is arguably the most popular media player for Mac and Windows,
with a recent update for the iPhone, but is it the best? Check out the
competition: 40 other popular media players, among them Amarok, Mplayer,
Rhythmbox, Xine, Kantaris, jetAudio, Media Player Classic, RadLight
(above), VidLizard, Winamp, and NicePlayer....
Mashable, Oct. 2
Texas Tech library gets animated
[http://chronicle.com/weekly/v54/i06/06a03101.htm] (subscription required)
The Texas Tech University library opened a 3D Animation Lab
[http://www.library.ttu.edu/3dlab/learn.htm] in September. The lab has
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eight high-performance Apple computers and a collection of
industry-standard animation software. The computers have Vue Infinite for
designing landscapes and animals, Poser for the human figure, AutoCAD for
drafting and rendering, and several other packages....
Chronicle of Higher Education, Oct. 5
Where&#8217;s my free Wi-Fi? [http://www.slate.com/id/2174858]
Tim Wu writes: “In Houston, Chicago, St. Louis, and even San Francisco,
once-promising projects to provide city-wide free wireless access are in
trouble. What happened&mdash;was the idea all wrong? Not quite. The
problem is that cities haven’t thought of the internet as a form of
public infrastructure that&mdash;like subway lines, sewers, or
roads&mdash;must be paid for. Instead, cities have labored under the
illusion that, somehow, everything could be built easily and for free by
private parties.”...
Slate, Sept. 27
Five PC gaming myths
[http://www.extremetech.com/article2/0,1697,2188336,00.asp]
Jason Cross writes: “If you’re a long-time PC gamer, you’ve heard it all
before. Your favorite gaming platform is dying, and it’s all about the
consoles. After all, gaming on the PC is too expensive. It’s too
complicated and unreliable. The sales just aren’t there. All the cool
games are on consoles. Of course, PC enthusiasts know this isn’t true.
Here, I present the five most common myths about PC gaming, and the
actual truth you don’t hear about too often in the mainstream (and even
gaming) press.”...
ExtremeTech, Sept. 25
Write your own ransom notes [http://kentbrewster.com/ransomizr/]
Kent Brewster has put together the Ransomizr, code that grabs a bunch of
single-letter images from the One Letter Pool
[http://flickr.com/groups/oneletter/pool/] on Flickr, arranges them into
an array, and waits for you to type something in the entry blank. The
result looks just like an old-school ransom note, and may be copied and
pasted into the page of your choice....
Kent Brewster
Actions & Answers
===========================================================================
LC and Ad Council launch lifelong literacy campaign
[http://www.prnewswire.com/mnr/adcouncil/29566/]
The Advertising Council and the Library of Congress announced October 2
the launch of a new series of PSAs developed to inspire young people to
explore new worlds through reading and to promote literacy in all types
of learning, including books, periodicals, and cartoons. The PSAs—created
pro bono by the Geppetto Group, Walt Disney Studios Home Entertainment,
and the Brigham Young University Ad Lab—are based on classical fiction
books The Wonderful Wizard of Oz and the The Lion, the Witch, and the
Wardrobe, as well as stories of King Arthur and the Round Table....
Ad Council, Oct. 2
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Book challenges in Texas
[http://www.aclutx.org/projects/article.php?aid=508&cid=14]
The American Civil Liberties Union Foundation of Texas released its 11th
Annual Banned Books Report, titled Free People Read Freely (PDF file
[http://www.aclutx.org/files/Banned%20Books%20Report%202007.pdf]),
September 29 as part of Banned Books Week. The report spotlights schools
that banned books from library shelves or from classroom reading lists,
but just as importantly, it highlights schools that decided to retain a
book despite a challenge by a parent, a student, a school official, or a
member of the public. It also contains an interview with writer and
librarian Susan Patron....
ACLU of Texas, Oct. 1
A brief history of Anglo-American cataloging codes
[http://www.collectionscanada.ca/jsc/history.html]
The Joint Steering Committee for the Development of RDA offers an outline
history of cataloging rules, from Sir Anthony Panizzi’s British Museum
code (published in 1841) to the 2002 revision of AACR2. The history
includes 26 bibliographic references and links to such source documents
as the prefaces to various editions of AACR2....
Joint Steering Committee for the Development of RDA, Sept. 28
Cutter on &#8220;The Buffalo Public Library in 1983&#8221;
[http://stevelawson.name/seealso/archives/2007/09/how_1983_wasnt_like_1983.
html]
Steve Lawson says that although Boston Athenaeum Librarian Charles Ammi
Cutter foresaw e-books and library networks in this paper (“The Buffalo
Public Library in 1983”) presented at ALA Annual Conference in 1883, “I
found some of Cutter&rsquo;s blind spots and apparent enthusiasms that
haven&rsquo;t aged as well to be more interesting”—such as “Every one
must be admitted into the delivery-room, but from the reading-rooms the
great unwashed are shut out altogether or put in rooms by themselves.
Luckily public opinion sustains us thoroughly in their exclusion or
seclusion.&rdquo;...
See Also... blog, Sept. 25
Library blog survey: Commentary and list
[http://meredith.wolfwater.com/wordpress/index.php/2007/09/30/favorite-blog
s-list-and-commentary/]
Meredith Farkas editorializes on her survey of popular sites in the
biblioblogosphere: “As I had predicted, the top 10 list is a good bit
different from the top 10 list on the OEDB site
[http://oedb.org/library/features/top-25-librarian-bloggers-by-the-numbers]
. The three blogs with the most Bloglines subscribers (librarian.net, The
Shifted Librarian, and Library Stuff) are not the top 3 favorite blogs,
though they are not surprisingly in the top 10. Seeing which blog is #1
(and that it wasn&rsquo;t even all that close) tells me that a cynical
view of the profession speaks to a lot of people. But with only 218
participants, this can by no means be considered a representative
sample.”...
Information Wants to Be Free blog, Sept. 30
Spanish-language New York bookshop closes
[http://www.scholastic.com/aboutscholastic/news/press_09062007_CP1.htm]
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Although Librería Lectorum, one of the oldest Spanish-language bookstores
in New York, closed its doors
[http://www.nytimes.com/2007/09/24/books/24span.html] September 30, it
will shift the focus of its consumer business to internet sales through
its bilingual website. [http://www.lectorum.com/] Lectorum Publications,
a subsidiary of Scholastic, is already an industry leader in
Spanish-language sales to schools, libraries, and college bookstores. To
preserve the bookstore’s tradition, Lectorum plans to host author and
other literary events for tri-state area customers at Scholastic&rsquo;s
global headquarters and the Scholastic Store in SoHo, New York....
Scholastic, Sept. 6; New York Times, Sept. 24
If you aren&#8217;t scared, you aren&#8217;t paying attention
[http://www.techsource.ala.org/blog/2007/09/sailing-on.html]
Karen Schneider philosophizes about blogging, branding, digital rights,
Google, metadata, and the One True Catalog in her final post for the ALA
TechSource blog: “Choices, choices. The sand runs quickly through the
hourglass. What are we willing to give up to move forward? Who do we
break bread with? Can we be tough customers? Can we make hard decisions?
How do we sail out to sea?”...
ALA TechSource blog, Sept. 30
Why do Microsoft, AOL, and Yahoo support the National ID card?
[http://www.techcrunch.com/2007/09/28/conflicts-of-interest-why-do-microsof
t-aol-yahoo-red-hat-and-others-support-a-national-id/]
Michael Arrington writes: “The Real ID Act of 2005 is a $17-billion
privacy and civil rights nightmare that requires all 50 states to issue
standardized ID and drivers license cards. Luckily, it has been stuck in
bureaucratic limbo. Congress mandated the cards, passed off the strategy
to Homeland Security and stuck the states with the tab for actually
paying for all of this. So why are large technology organizations calling
for the government to push the program forward? Probably because they
stand to gain a lot of money from lucrative government contracts.”...
TechCrunch blog, Sept. 28
ARSL to collaborate with WebJunction
[http://www.oclc.org/news/releases/200674.htm]
The Association of Rural and Small Libraries is working with WebJunction
to share best practices, research, ideas, and discussion on issues most
relevant to rural and small libraries. The partnership was announced
September 26 during the ARSL Conference in Columbus, Ohio. The new online
community [http://www.webjunction.org/do/Navigation?category=498]
combines content from the former ARSL website with the training,
materials, and community participation of library staff at WebJunction....
OCLC, Sept. 27
Boston Library Consortium goes with OCA
[http://www.blc.org/news/blc_oca_release.html]
The Boston Library Consortium announced September 24 that it will partner
with the Open Content Alliance to build a freely accessible library of
digital materials from all 19 member institutions. The BLC is the first
large-scale consortium to embark on such a self-funded digitization
project with the Open Content Alliance. The BLC’s digitization efforts
will be based in a new scanning center, the Northeast Regional Scanning
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Center, at the Boston Public Library....
Boston Library Consortium, Sept. 24
Google Books redesign [http://blogoscoped.com/archive/2007-09-26-n23.html]
Philipp Lenssen writes: “The Google Book Search homepage
[http://books.google.com] just received a redesign. It now looks more
like bookshelf than straightforward search engine; instead of the typical
Google logo + input box, you&rsquo;ll see a couple of preselected covers
as images, making for a more explorative approach.” The cover selections
are divided into the different categories &ldquo;interesting,&rdquo;
&ldquo;classics,&rdquo; &ldquo;highly cited,&rdquo; and &ldquo;random
subject.&rdquo;...
Google Blogoscoped blog, Sept. 26
Yahoo Search just got smarter
[http://www.techcrunch.com/2007/10/01/yahoo-search-just-got-smarter/]
Yahoo added some major features to its search engine October 1. Erik
Schonfeld explains: “A search for a major rock band like U2
[http://search.yahoo.com/search;_ylt=A0geu.nYmQFH.GcBBNal87UF?ei=utf-8&fr=s
fp&p=u2&iscqry=&fspl=1] brings up information from the artists’ website,
along with a list of songs that can be played as 30-second audio streams
(courtesy of Yahoo Music). Do a search for a restaurant or hotel, and
results from Yahoo Local come out on top, with links to maps, ratings,
and reviews. But the most important feature is an Ajax assistant pane
that drops down when it detects you are hesitating while typing in a
search term.”...
TechCrunch blog, Oct. 1
MediaScrape offers world news videos
[http://googlemapsmania.blogspot.com/2007/09/35000-world-news-videos-on-goo
gle-map.html]
MediaScrape, [http://www.mediascrape.com/News/Home.aspx] the “Internet TV
News Network,” is integrating with Google Maps to help users find
breaking news videos from around the world. MediaScrape is a Google
NewsMap that partners directly with broadcast news outlets such as the
BBC, CBC, Asia News International, and 25 other outlets and has the
ability to play some 35,000 news clips from its vast database. To get
started, click on a region to see news clips plotted to a Google Map
based on their specific location....
Google Maps Mania blog, Sept. 25
October is National Reading Group Month
[http://wnba-books.org/press_release/index.php]
The Women’s National Book Association has designated October as National
Reading Group Month to mark the 90th anniversary of the organization’s
founding. WNBA hopes to bring about public awareness of the joy of shared
reading and encourage libraries, bookstores, and other organizations to
host special events for reading groups....
Women’s National Book Association, Oct. 1
History and the Headlines: Sputnik
[http://www.historyandtheheadlines.abc-clio.com/ColdWar]
Fifty years ago the Soviet Union launched Sputnik, igniting the space
race. History educators can give students an in-depth look at the impact
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that the launch had on the United States and the Soviet Union, with
ABC-CLIO&rsquo;s “History and the Headlines: Sputnik Escalates the Cold
War.” Developed in partnership with The History Channel and National
History Day, the site includes primary sources, video clips, expert
analysis, and engaging activities to help students explore the conflict
that held the world in its grip for nearly 50 years. The free collection
will be available until Dec. 1....
ABC-CLIO, Oct. 3
Cataloging illuminated manuscripts
[http://www.librarystudentjournal.org/index.php/lsj/article/view/16/77]
Meredith E. Torre, LIS student at the University of Wisconsin at Madison,
discusses the challenges of using the Ancient, Medieval, Renaissance, and
Early Modern Manuscripts rules (a 2003 supplement to AACR2) to catalog
and classify pre-modern manuscripts, adding that “Cataloging of these
works is further complicated by an ongoing dilemma between simple and
complex cataloging, and an underappreciation of the need to treat
illuminations as separate areas of content within themselves.”...
Library Student Journal 2 (Sept. 2007)
Urban Dictionary defines &#8220;librarian&#8221;
[http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=librarian]
Urban Dictionary, an online user-written slang dictionary that’s been
online since 2001, has nine different definitions for the word
“librarian,” including: “A person who is so anal that they have sought a
job to define their compulsive tendencies. Librarians often bait people
into their dens by offering information or entertainment, usually of the
wholesome kind.” (Some are even less complimentary.) The dictionary also
has 16 definitions for “library.
[http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=library]” Users can vote
thumbs up or down for each definition....
Urban Dictionary
The Short Pencil Saga [http://youtube.com/watch?v=C6PGGC7FNwE]
Nick (“March of the Librarians”) Baker created this short (2:29) video
last spring that tells the story of where all those short pencils in the
Williams College library came from, using archival footage from the
Prelinger Archives, including Redwood Saga and Working Together. “It all
began thousands of years ago.”...
YouTube
Earthquake damages San Francisco library (1906)
[http://www.libraryhistorybuff.org/]
Postal librariana collector Larry Nix writes: “This postal card was used
by the California State Library to collect news items for its magazine.
It is postmarked May 5, 1906. The Martinez Free Reading Room and Library
responded with a note that reads in part: ‘The earthquake of the 18th
[April 18, 1906] damaged our building so that it is unfit for use until
repaired which will mean we shall have to remain closed six weeks or two
months. Damage about $1,500.’ This card is an example of a library-sized
postal card, [http://www.libraryhistorybuff.org/postalcards-dewey.htm]
printed in the exact size of a catalog card and issued by the Post Office
Department in response to lobbying by Melvil Dewey.”...
Library History Buff
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Welcome to the Millard Sheets Library
[http://youtube.com/watch?v=pS28qydjfsg]
The Millard Sheets Library at the Otis College of Art and Design in Los
Angeles produced this humorous introductory video tour (5:32) of its
services. It features real, live art students and the librarians that
serve them, with a voiceover by Shelley Forbes, circulation manager...
YouTube
[http://www.techsoup.org/stock/libraries/default.asp?cg=libad&sg=ald]
[http://www.techsoup.org/stock/libraries/default.asp?cg=libad&sg=ald]
===========================================================================
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/midwinter/2008/home.htm]
ALA 2008 Midwinter Meeting
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/midwinter/2008/geninfo.htm],
January 11–16, Philadelphia.
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog&_pn=product_detai
l&_op=2421]
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog2&_pn=product_deta
il&_op=2439]
Against the rapidly changing background of the information landscape,
copyright expert Timothy Wherry takes a grounded look at intellectual
property issues
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog2&_pn=product_deta
il&_op=2439] and provides the perspective and tools necessary to benefit
patrons and staff of all libraries. NEW! From ALA Editions.
[http://www.ilovelibraries.org/]
Want to share the ALA I Love Libraries website
[http://www.ilovelibraries.org/]with the world? You can add downloadable
web badges [http://www.ilovelibraries.org/aboutus/webbadges.cfm] to your
blog or website.
In this issue
October 2007
Teens and the New Literacy
Reference on the Fringe
Libraries and Charter Schools
Condoms @ your library
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Libraries in the Ugandan Wild

Career Leads from
[http://joblist.ala.org/]
Chief of Public Services,
[http://joblist.ala.org/modules/jobseeker/controller.cfm?scr=jobdetail&jobi
d=7955] Chattahoochee Valley Regional Library System, Columbus, Georgia.
A new position responsible for managing the main library and facilitating
the work of eight branches and two bookmobiles. The candidate will have
the experience and skills to make the library more relevant now and in
the future....
@ More jobs [http://joblist.ala.org/]...
[http://www.capwiz.com/ala/issues/alert/?alertid=10372136&PROCESS=Take+Acti
on]
Help remove
[http://www.capwiz.com/ala/issues/alert/?alertid=10372136&PROCESS=Take+Acti
on] the hold on the Presidential Records Reform bill in the Senate. The
Presidential Records Act Amendments bill, H.R.1255,
[http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:h.r.01255:] is currently
being prevented from a vote in the U.S. Senate by Sen. Jim Bunning
(R-KY). He has not stated his reasons for doing so. H.R.1255 removes
restrictions placed by President Bush&rsquo;s 2001 Executive Order 13233
and enhances the Presidential Records Act, one of the nation&rsquo;s most
important open-government laws. A briefing paper
[http://historycoalition.org/issues/presidential-records-reform-act-of-2007
/] on the bill is available on the National Coalition for History website.
Digital Library of the Week
[http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/t/text/pageviewer-idx?c=moa;cc=moa;q1=Spirit
ualism;rgn=subject;idno=acm4197.0001.001;didno=ACM4197.0001.001;view=image;
seq=6;page=root;size=s;frm=frameset]
The University of Michigan’s Making of America
[http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/moa/] site is a digital library of primary
sources in American social history from the antebellum period through
reconstruction. The collection is particularly strong in the subject
areas of education, psychology, American history, sociology, religion,
and science and technology. The collection currently contains
approximately 10,000 books and 50,000 journal articles with 19th-century
imprints. The initial phase of the project, begun in the fall of 1995,
focused on developing a collaborative effort between the University of
Michigan and Cornell University.
[http://moa.cit.cornell.edu/cgi-bin/moa/pageviewer?frames=1&coll=moa&view=5
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0&root=%2Fmoa%2Fscia%2Fscia0014%2F&tif=00193.TIF&cite=http%3A%2F%2Fcdl.libr
ary.cornell.edu%2Fcgi-bin%2Fmoa%2Fmoa-cgi%3Fnotisid%3DABF2204-0014-26]
Cornell also hosts a Making of America site,
[http://moa.cit.cornell.edu/moa/] which contains a nice run of 22
journals, including Scientific American from 1846 to 1869 and Harper’s
New Monthly Magazine from 1850 to 1899. The collection is made possible
by a grant from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.
Do you know of a digital library collection that we can mention in this
AL Direct feature? Tell us about it. [mailto:aldirect@ala.org]

Public Perception
How the World
Sees Us
“Don’t join the book burners. Don’t think you’re going to conceal faults
by concealing evidence that they ever existed. Don’t be afraid to go in
your library and read every book, as long as any document does not offend
[y]our own ideas of decency. That should be the only censorship. . . .
“We have got to fight [communism] with something better, not try to
conceal the thinking of our own people. They are part of America. And
even if they think ideas that are contrary to ours, their right to say
them, their right to record them, and their right to have them at places
where they’re accessible to others is unquestioned, or it’s not America.”
?President Dwight D. Eisenhower, from a commencement address at Dartmouth
College, June 14, 1953.

[http://www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlpubs/crlnews/backissues2007/september07/se
ptember07.cfm]
Alessia Zanin-Yost, reference librarian at Western Carolina University,
has a roundup of Visual Literacy Resources on the Web
[http://www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlpubs/crlnews/backissues2007/september07/Vi
sual_literacy_resources_on_the_Web1.cfm] in the September issue of
College & Research Libraries News.

Ask the ALA Librarian

Q. Our community doesn’t have a library symbol street sign for the
library. How do we get one?
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A. There’s historical information about the National Library Symbol and
the Library Symbol Highway Sign at ALA Library Fact Sheet 30: National
Library Symbol/Library Symbol Highway Sign
[http://www.ala.org/library/fact30.html]. However, to actually request a
library symbol street sign for your public library for placement within
your community or neighborhood, you must contact your own state’s
department of transportation for instructions and criteria. See the list
of state department of transportation websites
[http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/webstate.htm] at the website of the Federal
Highway Administration [http://www.fhwa.dot.gov]. In Illinois, the
request must include the location of the library, the proposed
intersection the signs are being requested for, the number of hours the
library is open during the week, and the name and phone number of a
contact person. See the ALA Professional Tips wiki
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Library_Symbol_Street_Sign
] for more....
@ The ALA Librarian [mailto:AskTheLibrarian@ala.org] welcomes your
questions.

LITA Standards Coordinator Diane Hilman has put together a Standards
Watch wiki
[http://wikis.ala.org/lita/index.php/Standards_Watch#Specific_Standards_Inf
ormation_and_Updates] that intends to keep an eye on standards (such as
RFID, SKOS, OpenURL, and RDA) of interest to LITA members. Contact Diane
[mailto:dih1@cornell.edu] if you would like to contribute.
Calendar
Calls for papers:
By Oct. 15:
The North American Serials Interest Group
[http://www.nasig.org/public/forms/idea.htm] seeks papers for its annual
conference to be held June 5&ndash;8, 2008, in Phoenix, Arizona.
By Oct. 30:
The Ohio Digital Commons for Education 2008 Conference
[http://www.oln.org/conferences/ODCE2008] seeks presentations,
preconference workshops, and technology demonstrations for the conference
to be held March 2&ndash;4, 2008, in Columbus.
By Oct. 31:
The Alabama Library Association
[http://allanet.org/www/convention/2008convention/index3.htm] seeks
program proposals for its annual conference to be held Apr. 22&ndash;25,
2008, in Birmingham.
By Nov. 1:
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The Popular Culture Association/American Culture Association
[http://www.pcaaca.org/conference/2008/papers.php] seeks presenters for
its conference to be held Mar. 19&ndash;22, 2008, in San Francisco.
By Nov. 1:
Electronic Resources and Libraries
[http://www.electroniclibrarian.org/ocs/index.php/erl/2008] seeks
proposals for its conference to be held Mar. 19&ndash;21, 2008, in
Atlanta.
By Nov. 2: International Federation of Library Associations and
Institutions Public Libraries, Children and Young Adult Libraries, and
Management and Marketing Sections Satellite Meeting
[MAILTO:patricia.lemieux@banq.qc.ca], seeks papers for an Aug. 5&ndash;7,
2008, event at McGill University in Montreal.
By Nov. 16:
LOEX 2008 [http://www.loexconference.org/index.htm] seeks proposals for
breakout and interactive sessions at its conference to be held May
1&ndash;3, 2008, in Oak Brook, Illinois.
By Nov. 31:
The American Society for Information Science and Technology
[http://www.iasummit.org/2008/call_main.html] seeks research papers to be
presented at its Information Architecture Summit to be held April
12&ndash;14, 2008, in Miami. Proposals for presentations, panels,
posters, and management track or preconference workshops are also
accepted with a deadline of October 31.
By Dec. 15:
Canadian Association for Conservation of Cultural Property
[http://www.cac-accr.ca/english/index.asp] seeks abstracts for papers,
posters, and videos for its annual conference to be held May
30&ndash;June 1, 2008, in Montreal.
By Jan. 7:
The RUSA Research and Statistics Committee
[http://www.ala.org/ala/rusa/rusaourassoc/rusasections/rss/rsssection/rssco
mm/rssresstat/Default3118.htm] seeks papers for its 14th Reference
Research Forum at the 2008 ALA Annual Conference in Anaheim, California.
Contact: Anne C. Moore. [mailto:annem@library.umass.edu]
@ More [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/calendar/calendar.cfm]...
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U.S. & World News
Supreme Court won’t hear meeting room appeal

The U.S. Supreme Court has declined to review a Ninth Circuit Court
of Appeals opinion in the case of Faith Center Church Evangelistic
Ministries v. Glover. The decision affirms that the Antioch branch of
Contra Costa County (Calif.) Library acted properly in denying a
church the use of its meeting rooms for religious worship services.
The justices denied the appeal without comment on October 1, the
first day of their 2007–08 term....

Florida tax rollback clips
library services statewide

Broward County Library officials and
decision makers at Nova Southeastern
University’s Davie campus have settled
a protracted dispute over how much
BCL should contribute to the FY2008 operating budget of the jointuse Alvin Sherman Library, Research, and Information Technology
Center. NSU has agreed to BCL’s proposal to slash 9%, or $716,000,
of the $5.5 million anticipated for this fiscal year in accordance with
the 9% cutback forced on the entire library system by the state
legislature’s June tax reform mandate....

Judge: Bush out of line on presidential
records release

A federal judge October 1 invalidated part of President
Bush’s Executive Order 13233, which gives former
presidents, their heirs, and former vice presidents the
right to review executive records indefinitely before
they are made public under the Freedom of Information Act. U.S.
District Court Judge Colleen Kollar-Kotelly ruled that the provision
was in violation of the 1978 Presidential Records Act because it
eliminated the discretion that the law gave to the Archivist of the
United States, who is legally empowered to release documents to the
public....

Power failure unplugs San Jose
library’s automated services
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Provided by the ALA
Office for Human
Resource Development
and Recruitment, the
Placement Services
Center will be available
during the Midwinter
Meeting to assist job
seekers and employers,
as well as provide career
assistance.
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San Jose (Calif.) Public Library, whose main
Martin Luther King Jr. facility doubles as the
San Jose State University library, suffered a
network power failure that crashed its website
September 30. Public access was restored the
evening of October 3. During the outage, users could not use the
library’s online catalog or other databases, and could not track due
dates or renew materials through their personal accounts....

ALA News
Missouri student wins in “Step
Up to the Plate” drawing

In a random drawing at the National
Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum
October 6, Hall of Famer and “Step Up to
the Plate” spokesperson Ozzie Smith chose
Hannah Cavanaugh, 12, as the grand-prize
winner of the “Step Up to the Plate @ your library” program.
Cavanaugh, who volunteers at the Kirkwood (Mo.) Public Library, will
travel to Cooperstown, New York, to attend the Hall of Fame’s World
Series Gala on October 27....

Washington Office’s Mark Bard

On Monday evening, October 1, ALA Washington
Office Technology Policy Analyst Mark Bard was
seriously injured when struck by a drunk driver near
his home. Mark is currently in critical condition at the
Washington Hospital Center. Updates will be posted
on the District Dispatch blog....
District Dispatch blog, Oct. 4

Analyze some data and get a free Salary
Survey

The ALA-Allied Professional Association will give up to
five people or institutions a free copy of the 2007
ALA-APA Salary Survey—Librarian: Public and
Academic ($70 value) or 2007 ALA-APA Salary Survey
—Non-MLS: Public and Academic ($100 value) in
exchange for analyzing data and submitting a
research paper on a topic of national interest, which may then be
published in the ALA-APA newsletter Library Worklife: HR E-News for
Today’s Leaders....

Inspire early literacy
with the popular Born
to Read line of
toddler T-shirts. This
fresh new design will
inspire early reading in
your community.
NEW! From ALA
Graphics.

2007 library salary
surveys from the ALA
Allied Professional
Association are available
either by online
subscription or in print.
Analysis of data from
more than 800 public and
academic libraries showed
the mean salary for
librarians with ALAaccredited master’s
degrees reported
increased 2.8% from
2006.

In this issue
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ALA-Allied Professional Association, Oct. 9

Twelve CPLA candidates and one
course approved

The Certified Public Library Administrator Program
Certification Review Committee approved 12 new
candidates and one more program course at its
2007 Fall review. CPLA now has 87 candidates
representing public libraries of all sizes across the
nation. The CPLA program is a voluntary post-MLS
certification program for public librarians with three years or more of
supervisory experience and ALA-accredited master’s degrees in
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/october/101007.htm[7/17/2014 1:08:17 PM]

Teens and the New
Literacy
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library and information studies....

Reference on the
Fringe

Two advocacy programs available at Midwinter

Libraries and
Charter Schools

ALA-Allied Professional Association, Oct. 9

Get the tools to become an effective library advocate by taking
advantage of the two advocacy programs offered during the ALA
2008 Midwinter Meeting in Philadelphia—an Advocacy Institute on
January 11, and a Train the Trainer program January 12....

Hatcher reads banned books

Staff at the University of Michigan’s Hatcher
Graduate Library celebrated Banned Books Week
with a Flickr extravaganza, featuring the many
controversial and suppressed books in the library’s
collections. As they say, “The freedom to make
your own decisions about what you want to read,
and to have access to these items, are rights that
libraries fully support.”...
University of Michigan Hatcher Graduate Library

AL Focus
Banned Books Week ReadOut

This report (2:21) from the Banned
Books Read-Out, held September 29 in
Chicago, features ALA President Loriene
Roy and Judith Krug from the ALA Office
for Intellectual Freedom speaking on the
importance of choosing your own
reading material, and authors Carolyn
Mackler and Chris Crutcher on how librarians “save our lives daily.”...

Condoms @ your
library
Libraries in the
Ugandan Wild

Career Leads
from

Research Librarian
for Performing Arts,
University of California
at Irvine, to plan and
deliver innovative
reference and
instruction services,
and to develop and
manage excellent
electronic and print
collections in Music,
Dance, and Drama.

@ More jobs...

Sri Lanka rises from the
rubble

Exclusive to American Libraries Focus,
this video (14:07) produced by the Sri
Lanka Library Association details the
recovery effort following the disastrous
tsunami of December 26, 2004, which
left 50,000 dead, thousands missing, and millions homeless. Using
powerful still photographs and video clips, this overview illustrates
the fundraising, renovation, refurbishing, staff training, collection
development, and programming that made up SLLA’s Tsunami
Library Rehabilitation Project....

Hersberger and Hinshaw on
ALA finances

ALA Treasurer Rod Hersberger and
Marilyn Hinshaw, chair of the ALA
Budget Analysis and Review Committee,
sit down for a chat (11:59) with Director
of Membership Development John
Chrastka. Hersberger offers a glimpse of
his plans for the Treasurer’s Online
Forum and talks about bringing ALA financial information to the
members in a timely fashion, while Hinshaw speaks on the
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complexities and responsibilities of BARC....

Featured review: Adult books

Shrake, Edwin. Custer’s Brother’s Horse.
Oct. 2007. 320p. John M. Hardy, hardcover
(978-0-9717667-8-5).
Texas-centric Shrake offers a smart, lusty,
and captivating high adventure whose
potent blend of history, humor, and derringdo makes all but the very best westerns
seem listless and one-sided. At the end of
the Civil War, three unlikely companions—a
haunted and defeated Rebel returning home, a mixed-race
New Orleans fortune-teller, and a British adventurer and
romancer (in both senses of the word)—flee a detachment of
Union troops led by the less-famous but equally
imposing Custer brother. Their crimes hold varying degrees of
validity, but most of the conflict centers on a bitter family
feud and the Englishman’s repeated attempts to steal—or as
he would have it, reappropriate—Tom Custer’s magnificent
warhorse....

Keir Graff interviews C. J. Box

Since 2001, when his Joe Pickett mystery
series debuted with Open Season, C. J. Box
has earned accolades and fans in evergrowing numbers. It takes guts to tinker
with a successful formula, but the Wyoming
native has done just that. In January, St.
Martin’s Minotaur will publish Blue Heaven,
his first stand-alone thriller. In this
interview, Box explains why he wrote Blue
Heaven, affirmed that “Blue Heaven” actually
exists, and proved he has a gift for sports prognostication,
too....
Likely Stories blog, Oct. 5

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
Philadelphia Update
Midwinter wiki launched

The 2008 Midwinter wiki is up and ready for you to consult and/or
add information to. Space has been created for divisions, round
tables, and offices to share information about meetings, committees,
discussions, institutes, parties, and other events....
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The University of
Colorado at Boulder
Music Library has a
large sheet music
collection with
approximately 150,000
items including
examples from the late
18th through the 20th
centuries. This website
provides access to
digital versions of some
of the categories of
sheet music within the
physical collections. The
sheet music digitized
and presented here was
originally published
between 1890 and
1922. Users may
browse by title or title
cover graphic. A grant
from the Collaborative
Digitization Program
provided partial funding
for the digitization of
the sheet music for this
site.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.

Public
Perception
How the World
Sees Us

Lawyer Patty Hewes
(Glenn Close): “I’ve
a lot of questions.”
     Opposing lawyer
Ray Fiske (Zeljko
Ivanek): “That’s
what Wikipedia’s
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for.”

Visit the Philadelphia Athenaeum

The Athenaeum of Philadelphia is a member-supported,
not-for-profit, special collections library founded in
1814 to collect materials “connected with the history
and antiquities of America, and the useful arts, and
generally to disseminate useful knowledge” for public
benefit. Major collections include trade catalogs,
interior design, architecture and building technology,
pre-1914 periodicals, and transportation. The library is
a resource of first resort on matters of architecture and
interior design history from 1800 to 1945....

—TV attorney banter in the
FX Network drama Damages,
“Sort of Like a Family”
episode, that aired Oct. 2.

Division News
The future of your school library
begins in Reno

The largest gathering of school librarians in
the nation is taking place at the Reno-Sparks
Convention Center in Reno, Nevada, October
25–28, for the AASL 13th National
Conference and Exhibition, themed “The Future Begins @ your
library.” More than 4,000 school librarians, educators, publishers, and
guests will gather to discuss such key issues as new technologies;
“No Child Left Behind” and how the legislation impacts school
libraries; and information literacy....

Passport to Prizes lineup

AASL will once again hold its popular Passport to Prizes exhibits
game for attendees at the 13th National Conference and Exhibition,
October 25–28, in Reno. All conferees will receive a game card, or
“Passport,” in their conference bag at registration and everyone is
welcome to participate. Completed passports will enter in a drawing
for prizes....

Discover the state of
funding and
technology in U.S.
public libraries. The
study, Libraries
Connect Communities:
Public Library Funding
and Technology
Access Study 2006–
2007 Report, is
available for browsing or
downloading (whole or
in part).

Ask the ALA
Librarian

ABDO to sponsor Celebrate
Conference session in Reno

ABDO Publishing Group will sponsor the
Celebrate Conference session at the AASL conference in Reno.
Celebrate Conference, a welcome and orientation for first-time
attendees, will be held October 25, 12:30 to 1:30 p.m., at the RenoSparks Convention Center....

Technology with altitude: The LITA
Forum

Andrew Pace writes: “The LITA Forum is one of
the best conferences for IT networking that I
know of. Long breaks and a diverse crowd of
administrators, managers, techies, and newbies
make it a great setting. And for those who can’t be there, almost
every session is covered by an army of volunteer bloggers at the
LITA blog.” And view some photos on Flickr....
Hectic Pace, Oct. 6

Teens choose the winners during Teen Read Week
YALSA invites all teens to get out the vote for Teen Read Week,
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Q. We’re unable to
provide a fullfledged Staff
Development Day to
our staff this year.
Are there any staff
development
courses that can be
taken online, that I
can suggest?
A. There are several
opportunities available
in online library staff
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October 14–20. Teens can vote for their favorite books in the annual
Teens’ Top Ten poll or vote for next year’s Teen Read Week theme.
Teens’ Top Ten, an initiative of YALSA’s Young Adult Galley project, is
a “teen choice” list—the only reading list with titles nominated and
voted on by teens....

Children’s librarians enter the blogosphere

ALSC has launched a blog that provides a venue for coverage and
interactive discussion of time-sensitive news about children’s
librarianship; current issues in the field; and programs, conferences,
initiatives, resources, and activities of interest to ALSC members and
those interested in children’s librarianship. The division has selected
Teresa Walls, librarian at Allen County (Ind.) Public Library, as blog
manager....

ALSC sponsors two ALA Emerging Leaders

ALSC is sponsoring two new librarians for ALA’s Emerging Leaders
program: Patricia Tarango of Los Angeles, and Jessica Trujillo of New
Brunswick, New Jersey. The ALA Emerging Leaders Program enables
120 new librarians to get on the fast track to ALA and professional
leadership. Tarango and Trujillo will attend day-long workshops at
the ALA Midwinter Meeting in Philadelphia in January and Annual
Conference in Anaheim in June....

Round Table News
50 state agency databases

The Government Documents Round Table
maintains a list of agency databases for all 50
states and the District of Columbia on its wiki. The
databases contain useful information on
businesses, licensed professionals, plots of land,
and even dates of fish stocking. This is a wiki, so if you don’t see
something on a list that should be there, feel free to add it as long
as the resource is meant to be available to the public and is
produced by a government entity in the listed state....
GODORT wiki

Awards
Spectrum Scholarship winners announced

development and
instruction. Consider
the growing number
of online courses
offered by ALA’s
divisions, including
YALSA Professional
Development Online,
ACRL E-Learning, ELearning @ PLA, and
RUSA Professional
Development Online.
More general courses,
including Office
Productivity
spreadsheet and word
processing courses,
Computer Professional
programming and web
design and
development courses,
and Business
Fundamentals
leadership courses,
are available as a
benefit of ALA
membership via
Element K. See the
Where to find CE for
your staff and Staff
Development pages to
learn of more
opportunities. As a
last resort, you can
send in John Waters.
See the ALA
Professional Tips wiki
for more....

@ The ALA Librarian
welcomes your
questions.

The ALA Office of Diversity has announced the 10th cohort of
Spectrum Scholarships. (See their photos on Flickr.) The Spectrum
Scholarship Program’s major drive is to recruit applicants and award
scholarships to American Indian/Alaska Native, Asian, Black/African
American, Hispanic/Latino and Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander
students for graduate programs in library and information studies....

New PLA award recognizes innovation in library
services

PLA is now accepting applications for the Polaris Innovation in
Technology John Iliff award. PLA members can nominate their
colleagues and libraries for this new award through an online
application. The award seeks to encourage innovative user-oriented
thinking and practical solutions using old and new technologies. The
deadline is December 3....
Social software, more
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Bogle Pratt International Travel Fund

ALA is accepting nominations for the 2007 Bogle Pratt International
Travel Fund, sponsored by the Bogle Memorial Fund and the Pratt
Institute School of Information and Library Science. The $1,000
award is given to an ALA member to attend his or her first
international conference. The deadline is January 1....

John Ames Humphry/OCLC/Forest Press Award

The John Ames Humphry/OCLC/Forest Press Award for International
Librarianship is given to a librarian or person who has made
significant contributions to international librarianship. The award
consists of a $1,000 prize and a certificate, which is presented at the
ALA Annual Conference. The deadline for nominations is January 1....

LAMA seeks nominations for division awards

LAMA is seeking nominations for its 2008 Recognition of Group
Achievement Award, Leadership Award, and President’s Award. The
deadline for nominations and supporting materials is December 2....

Fayetteville teen fashion show
wins VOYA Most Valuable
Program (PDF file)

One year ago at Fayetteville (Ark.) Public
Library, teen designers created one-of-akind outfits and accessories out of
everyday materials to show off at their
very own fashion show for teens during Teen Read Week. Teens
formulated their own individual designs and crafted them mostly by
themselves. More than 30 junior high to college-aged teens were all
part of the project. This year, they received the Most Valuable
Program award for 2006....
Voice of Youth Advocates, Oct., pp. 301–304

Flint school wins library
makeover contest

Civic Park Community School in Flint,
Michigan, is the grand prize winner of
the 2007 Literacy for Life Reading Is Fundamental Site Library
Makeover Contest. In an online vote, the school was selected by
more than 11,000 site visitors for excelling in providing outstanding
reading opportunities to the children in its community. Civic Park
Community School will receive a $5,000 cash prize toward the
renovation or creation of their library and $10,000 in books from
Scholastic....
Reading Is Fundamental, Oct. 3

Thurber Prize for American Humor

Emmy winner and former Frasier Executive Producer
Joe Keenan won the 2007 Thurber Prize for American
Humor for his novel My Lucky Star. The
announcement was made October 2 at the Algonquin
Hotel in New York City. The two runners-up for the
Thurber Prize were Bob Newhart for I Shouldn’t Even
Be Doing This! And Other Things That Strike Me As
Funny, and Merrill Markoe for Walking in Circles
before Lying Down....

ubiquitous than ever,
continues to have a
profound impact on
information and
communication in the
Information Age. In the
Sept./Oct. 2007 issue of
Library Technology
Reports, librarian and
educator Michael
Stephens revisits some of
the social tools presented
in Web 2.0 & Libraries:
Best Practices for Social
Software, addresses some
trends guiding social
technology in libraries,
takes a look at some
newer tools, and covers
some best practices for
using 2.0 tools in your
library.

Calendar
Oct. 24–26:

Michigan Association
for Media in
Education, Annual
Conference, Grand
Traverse Resort & Spa,
Acme. “School Library
2.0.”

Oct. 25–26:

Academic Library
Association of Ohio,
Annual Conference,
Greater Columbus
Convention Center.
“Innovation
Generation.”

Oct. 26:

Northwest
Government
Information
Network, Annual
Meeting, Highline
Community College,
Des Moines, Wash.

Oct. 29–30:

Thurber House, Oct. 2

Internet@Schools
West, Monterey,
California.

De la Torre Bueno Prize

Oct. 29–31:
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The Society of Dance History Scholars awards the de
la Torre Bueno Prize annually to a book published in
the English language that advances the field of dance
studies. This year’s winner is Gay Morris, independent
scholar and critic in New York City, for A Game for
Dancers: Performing Modernism in the Postwar Years,
1945-1960, published by Wesleyan University Press in
2006....
Wesleyan University Press, Oct. 4

Lancaster wins Love Libraries Award

Lancaster (UK) Library has won the Love Libraries
Award 2007, fending off tough competition from
four rivals in a public vote. The Love Libraries
Award, run by the UK Museums, Libraries, and
Archives Council, celebrates the work library
services do to inspire teenagers and young people
under the age of 25. Lancaster Library is breathing new life into the
service, with some of the latest bands performing exclusive gigs in
the library and bringing in diverse crowds....
Museums, Libraries, and Archives Council, Oct. 3

Internet Librarian
2007, Monterey,
California. “2.0: Info
Pros, Library
Communities, and Web
Tools.”

Nov. 1–3:

From Gray Areas to
Green Areas:
Developing
Sustainable Practices
in Preservation
Environments, a
symposium hosted by
the Kilgarlin Center for
Preservation of the
Cultural Record,
University of Texas,
Austin. Contact: Karen
L. Pavelka, 512-4718286.

Nov. 2–3:

Seen Online
Feds tout computerized tests for
21st-century skills

A federal report funded by the National Center for
Education Statistics says computer-based testing
holds promise for measuring higher-order thinking
skills that cannot be measured easily via
traditional pencil-and-paper exams—a finding that
is sure to resonate with advocates of teaching
21st-century skills in classrooms. The report is
based on a study of how more than 2,000 8thgrade students from U.S. public schools performed in one of two
computer-based testing scenarios administered in 2003: a search
scenario and a simulation scenario....
eSchool News, Oct. 3

Vancouver library workers reject mediator’s offer

Striking library workers in Vancouver, British Columbia, rejected a
deal October 9 from mediator Brian Foley. The biggest thumbs-down
came from Local 391, with more than 78% of library workers saying
no. The sticking point seems to be a financial one. For CUPE 391’s
Alex Youngberg, the buzz words are “pay equity.” Outside workers
rejected the deal by 58%, although inside workers accepted it by
73%. But Youngberg said they are close to an agreement and has
called for talks to resume with the Vancouver Public Library....
CXWX-AM radio news, Oct. 10; 24 Hours (Vancouver), Oct. 10

Victoria labor dispute ramps up

Greater Victoria (B.C.) Public Library branches went down to core
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Ohio-KentuckyIndiana Children’s
Literature
Conference, Aurora,
Indiana.

Nov. 2–4:

United States Board
on Books for Young
People, Regional
Conference, Westward
Look Resort, Tucson,
Arizona. “Children
Between Worlds:
Intercultural Relations
in Books for Children
and Young Adults.”

Nov. 6–8:

KMWorld and
Intranets 2007, San
Jose. “KM 2.0: A New
World for the
Enterprise.”

Nov. 7–10:

Charleston
Conference,
Charleston, South
Carolina. “What
Tangled Webs We
Weave.”

Nov. 7–10:
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services October 10 as striking library workers ramped up job action
in a bid to get back to the bargaining table. Extra programs offered
by the library, such as literacy programs for adults and children,
children’s story time, and seniors’ computer classes, were cancelled.
The eight branches shut down for five hours October 9 to allow
workers to attend a library board meeting....
Victoria (B.C.) Times Colonist, Oct. 9

Renovated Indianapolis library
to reopen December 9

Two years overdue and $50 million over
budget, the expanded downtown
Indianapolis–Marion County Public Library
will soon reopen its doors. A special
dedication ceremony December 9 will
include a symbolic unlocking of the gates
at the south entrance of the renovated
1917 Paul Philippe Cret building, and library staff will lead patrons on
a tour of the newly expanded 293,000-square-foot facility....
Indianapolis Star, Oct. 6

Jackson County libraries begin opening October 24

Closed indefinitely six months ago, libraries in Medford and Ashland,
Oregon, will open their doors again to the public October 24, and the
remaining 13 branches will start the following week. Maryland-based
Library Systems and Services LLC, which was chosen by Jackson
County commissioners to run the operation of the libraries,
announced the reopening dates October 8 and released proposed
branch hours....
Medford (Oreg.) Mail Tribune, Oct. 9

Military parents want book banned

A military parent with children in York County, Virginia,
schools is fighting to have a book banned from the
library of Magruder Elementary School in Williamsburg.
Cyndi Treiber said the book of short stories contains
inappropriate and offensive material for children
connected to the military. The book, Tripping Over the
Lunch Lady and Other Short Stories, an anthology of
10 short stories edited by Nancy E. Mercado, caused
outrage and bewilderment among some local parents in the military
because of its graphic references to war, bombs, and casualties in
one chapter....
Newport News (Va.) Daily Press, Oct. 5

New postal rates affect global book drives

Cleo Lampos has a classroom full of books. She had planned to ship
her materials—accumulated from 26 years of teaching—to a school
library housed in a mud hut with a tin roof in rural Malawi. Over the
last six years, the 4th-grade teacher from Oak Lawn, Illinois, has
sent hundreds of books to that school, where 30 students share one
English-language textbook, the internet doesn’t exist, and electricity
is a part-time service. But last spring, the U.S. Postal Service
eliminated some of its international boat mail services, which
included an option to send books for a dollar a pound to any
country....
Chicago Tribune, Oct. 10

Staff Development Day with John
Waters
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Museum Computer
Network, Annual
Conference, Holiday
Inn Chicago Mart
Plaza. “Building
Content, Building
Community: 40 Years
of Museum Information
and Technology.”

Nov. 8–11:

International
Reading Association,
Plains Regional
Conference, Overland
Park, Kansas.

Nov. 12–18:

Children’s Book
Week, sponsored by
the Children’s Book
Council.

Nov. 14–16:

New Jersey
Association of School
Librarians, Annual
Conference, Ocean
Place Resort and Spa,
Long Branch.
“Celebrate Culture,
Customs and
Traditions: at your
School Library.”

Nov. 15–16:

International
Reading Association,
Southwest Regional
Conference, Little
Rock, Arkansas.

Nov. 15–18:

California School
Library Association,
Annual Conference,
Ontario, California.
“California School
Libraries Build
Readers.”

Nov. 24–
Dec. 2:

Guadalajara
(Mexico)
International Book
Fair. ALA personal
members can
participate in the ALA
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John Waters, the Baltimore-born-and-raised
filmmaker known for directing such movies as the
classic Hairspray, told Enoch Pratt Free Library staff
members at their annual Staff Development Day
October 8 about the impact the library had on him as
both a child and a professional, and how important a
role libraries can play in the lives of children. Director
Carla Hayden liked Waters’s suggestion that librarians create
temporary tattoos of authors’ faces to encourage youngsters to
read....
Baltimore Sun, Oct. 9

Bookmobiles’ final chapter?

It used to be that crowds in Beverly, Massachusetts, awaited Linda
Caravaggio and her big shiny bus. Rumbling along a leafy circuit
through the town, stopping at a preschool here, a retirement home
there, she would be greeted like a returning hero or Santa Claus.
Everyone, it seemed, was happy to see her. But that was 20 years
ago. The bus is now a ragged shadow of itself, with malfunctioning
heaters, a rheumatic suspension, and an engine that huffs gray
smoke whenever it is coaxed to speeds over 40 miles per hour....
Boston Globe, Oct. 4

“So you want to become a
prison librarian?”

Free Pass Program,
offering $100 for
airfare, 3 hotel nights,
and complimentary
registration; apply by
August 17 to Delin
Guerra, 800-545-2433
ext. 3201.

Nov. 28–29:

Persistence of
Memory:
Stewardship of
Digital Assets,
Seattle.

@ More...
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Direct

That’s the name of a presentation by
the Wisconsin Department of
Corrections, which is trying to spark
interest in the career. “It’s a different
group, but they have the same interests
as people at any city library,” said
Stanley (Wis.) Correctional Institution
Librarian Stacey Birch. “It’s amazing how many of them have never
stepped into a library and are scared to come in,” she says. “I try to
make it a little less scary.”...

AL Direct is a free electronic
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Wednesday to personal
members of the American
Library Association.

Former LAMA President Joseph Kimbrough dies

Daniel Kraus,
Associate Editor:
dkraus@ala.org

WEAU-TV, Eau Claire, Wis., Oct. 4

Joseph Kimbrough, 1973–74 president of the Library Administration
and Management Association, passed away on August 15. He was 77
years old. Kimbrough served as director of the Minneapolis Public
Library from 1975 to 1989....
Minneapolis Star Tribune, Aug. 17

Library branch opens in Ninth Ward

On October 5, the Martin Luther King Jr. branch reopened in New
Orleans’ Lower Ninth Ward more than two years after it was
destroyed during Hurricane Katrina. The library is inside the
renovated Martin Luther King Jr. Charter School for Science and
Technology....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, Oct. 6

College wins auction for rare
abolitionist book

Lafayette College in Easton, Pennsylvania,
purchased a rare abolitionist book for its
upcoming exhibit about the end of the slave trade
at the Bethlehem Area Public Library’s book sale
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in late September. The book is actually two books
that someone had bound together: a first edition
of Lydia Maria Child’s 1833 An Appeal in Favor of
that Class of Americans Called African, and an
1840 second edition of The Slave: Memoirs of
Archy Moore. Lafayette has a special connection
to the abolitionist movement because it educated
former slaves in the 1840s....
Allentown (Pa.) Morning Call, Oct. 3

Tech Talk
Google Maps Street View
in six new cities

Google Maps has added its Street
View feature to six new cities:
Chicago (see ALA Headquarters on
the right), Pittsburgh, Philadelphia,
Phoenix, Portland (Oreg.), and
Tucson. As an added bonus, the
images in Phoenix, Tucson, and
parts of Chicago are all in high resolution. In most of these cities,
you can also pan up to the top of skyscrapers. Check out this view of
the Sears Tower and watch a dizzying and amusing YouTube video
(1:21) that demonstrates the new city views....
Google Lat Long blog, Oct. 9; YouTube, Oct. 9

Site design for dummies

Rafe Needleman writes: “If you’re building or
rebuilding a website, there are several
advanced and complex tools that can help you prototype your new
product. There are also a few newer products that capture the basics
of design and let you share it with others—and that barely require
more than a few functioning neurons to use. At the most basic,
there’s the site tree builder WriteMaps; then there’s Jumpchart,
which makes it very easy to prototype the navigation and basic
elements of a site.”...
Webware, Oct. 9

T-shirt shows off Wi-Fi strength

The Wi-Fi Detector Shirt, sold by ThinkGeek, has
glowing bars on the front that light up in waves
when there’s an IEEE 802.11b or 802.11g network
in range. As with a network strength indicator on
a cell phone or PC, more bars light up as the
signal gets stronger. A cartoon of a classic radio
tower and the simple expression “802.11” say it
all for people who are looking for this kind of
thing....
PC World, Oct. 7

Vocal Joystick lets your voice
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surf the Web

A team at the University of Washington is
helping physically challenged individuals
navigate online by developing software
that can convert your voice into cursor
commands. Notably, the Vocal Joystick
doesn’t rely on any speech-recognition
technology; instead, it “detects [vowel] sounds 100 times a second
and instantaneously turns that sound into movement on the screen.”
You can then move the mouse around the screen and click on links
by simply making a variety of noises, and the cursor speeds up as
you get louder. Watch a demo here....
Engadget, Oct. 10; University of Washington, Oct. 8

You need Vista SP1

Ever since Microsoft released Vista—nearly nine
months ago—and people have been tallying up
problems such as security holes and sluggish
operations, we’ve all been awaiting Service Pack
1. Now that it’s here, albeit in beta form, PC
Magazine gives you a walk-through that lays out
what’s improved, from enhanced security to improved media
features. The verdict: You need Vista SP1....
PC Magazine, Oct. 5

Australian page-bots

Plans to replace library shelvers with robots at two Sydney
universities could adversely affect the service to students, union
chiefs fear. The National Tertiary Education Union said Macquarie
University and the University of Technology Sydney risked losing the
human touch by introducing drones to retrieve books. The drones
would resemble computerized cranes with robotic arms to collect
volumes from storage....
Sydney Morning Herald, Oct. 7

Logitech air mouse or lazy
Hogwarts wand?

You could feel like Harry Potter testing out the
Logitech MX Air optical mouse. It tracks
normally on the surface, nothing new there
except the touch-buttons (back, volume, play/pause—all light up
when used) are in the middle of the unit. Once you lift the mouse
into the air, you’ll feel like a wizard in training with your first powerpacking wand. Wave the mouse in any direction, pressing buttons to
navigate. Like any student at Hogwarts, you’ll need practice to get
used to it (keep your expectations to about 30 feet), but at worst,
you’ll turn on the TV instead of your computer....
Popgadget, Oct. 10; C|Net review

Actions & Answers
Ten rules for making good oral
presentations

Philip E. Bourne, editor of PLoS
Computational Biology, offers some advice on
what it takes to make a good oral
presentation. In addition to reading the rules,
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you can listen to him make his points in a
10-minute video. As he says, “Presentations encourage broader
dissemination of your work and highlight work that may not receive
attention in written form.”...
SciVee, Sept. 27

Verizon National Literacy Summit 3
webcast

The Verizon Foundation is holding its third annual
literacy summit on October 15, 1:00–5:00 p.m.
Eastern time, at Georgetown University; it will be
simultaneously webcast. Cosponsored by ALA and
other literacy interest groups, the summit will
demonstrate how technology drives the definition of
literacy and learning. Keynote speaker is journalist and author Fareed
Zakaria, who will speak on “Competitive Learning in a Global
Economy.” Registration is required....
Verizon Foundation

The fate of small literary journals

Karen Schneider writes: “Full-text databases are marvelous, even
indispensable research tools, but they are not an acceptable
substitute for print literary journals. An issue of a journal is its own
special experience, from its cover to its fonts to the arrangement of
its pieces, with the editors’ loving attention to pull quotes, widow
lines, and the like. To take a print object and make a digital copy is
to create a surrogate object of the original, not to duplicate it with
fidelity. Sometimes I think we librarians are so busy doing scholarly
communication and gaming and blogging that we forget some basic
stuff.”...
Free Range Librarian, Oct. 7

Carnegie Mellon Library’s
information games

Paul Waelchli writes: “Daniel Hood, an
Information Literacy Fellow, and a
small group of librarians worked with a
graduate class from Carnegie Mellon
University’s Entertainment Technology
Center to develop and create two miniinformation games. ‘I’ll Get It,’ where
you play as Max, a student helping other students answer reference
questions on a variety of subjects; and ‘Within Range,’ where Max
needs to put the books back on the shelving cart in the correct LC
order.”...
Research Quest blog, Sept. 27

The Really Modern Library project

The Institute for the Future of the Book and the Digital Library
Federation are collaborating in an effort “to stimulate new thinking
about mass digitization and, through the generation of inspiring new
designs, interfaces, and conceptual models, to spur innovation in
publishing, media, libraries, academia, and the arts.” Termed The
Really Modern Library, the project is planning three invitation-only
brainstorming sessions on how best to “transfer the vast wealth of
analog culture to the digital domain.”...
if:book blog, Oct. 8

Calling all dummies

(PDF file)

Publisher John Wiley and Sons is holding another
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For Dummies Library Display contest. Libraries
can participate between January 17 and March
31, 2008, by building a yellow-and-black
Dummies branded display. Request a Dummies
start-up kit from Wiley by February 15. The grand
prize winner will receive 50 books of their choice
in the For Dummies series and a staff pizza party. View last year’s
winners for inspiration....
John Wiley

A new Wikipedia for
politics

Declan McCullagh writes: “A
website launched October 9 plans to become a kind of Wikipedia-like
destination specializing in elections, governments, and political
candidates. The idea behind PoliticalBase.com is to provide a neutral,
one-stop source of information about politics (and politicians) to
which anyone can contribute. Changes must be approved by a staff
editor before they take effect.” Separate databases include
fundraising, people, issues, elections, and governments (state and
county). Gary Price reminds us not to forget Congresspedia....
C|Net News.com, Oct. 9; ResourceShelf, Oct. 9

Gordon Flagg in China

American Libraries Managing Editor Gordon
Flagg is on sabbatical for a few months while
he teaches English language and American
culture classes at the Zhuhai campus of Jilin
University in Guangdong province, China.
Gordon has started a blog to record his adventures, post some
photos, and comment on Chinese music, food, and media....
Gordon in China blog

Phillis Wheatley goes digital

The University of South Carolina has acquired a
first edition of Phillis Wheatley’s Poems on Various
Subjects, Religious and Moral (London, 1773), the
first book published by an African-American author,
and has made it available online and fully
searchable. The Thomas Cooper Library’s copy is
the first of Wheatley’s Poems on record for any
library in South Carolina. This freely accessible
facsimile is provided as both a research tool and a
resource for teachers and students worldwide....
University of South Carolina, Oct. 4

Abused workers fight back by slacking off

Employees toiling under an abusive supervisor often rebel quietly and
indirectly by slacking off on the job and handing in sloppy work.
Researchers at Florida State University surveyed more than 180
employees from a wide variety of professions, asking whether they
had endured a history of abuse from their bosses, then asking a slew
of workplace performance questions....
LiveScience, Oct. 8

It’s Canadian Library Month...

Librarian and Archivist of Canada Ian E. Wilson
writes: “Canadian Library Month is a celebration
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of libraries and the people who work in them.
Libraries play a key role in the social, cultural,
and economic life of communities, providing
residents with a place to read, learn, and share.”
The theme is “Libraries: The World at Your
Fingertips.”...
Canadian Library Association

...and National Medical Librarians
Month!

The Medical Library Association created the
National Medical Librarians Month observance to
raise awareness of the important role of the
health information professional. Patients and
those in the health care community need the
specialized services that medical librarians
provide, now more than ever before. This year’s
theme is “Looking for Answers? @sk Your Medical Librarian.”...
Medical Library Association
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U.S. & World News
===========================================================================
Supreme Court won&#8217;t hear meeting room appeal
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/october2007/m
eetingroom.cfm]
The U.S. Supreme Court has declined to review a Ninth Circuit Court of
Appeals opinion in the case of Faith Center Church Evangelistic
Ministries v. Glover. The decision affirms that the Antioch branch of
Contra Costa County (Calif.) Library acted properly in denying a church
the use of its meeting rooms for religious worship services. The justices
denied the appeal without comment on October 1, the first day of their
2007&ndash;08 term....
Florida tax rollback clips library services statewide
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/october2007/f
loridarollback.cfm]
Broward County Library officials and decision makers at Nova Southeastern
University&rsquo;s Davie campus have settled a protracted dispute over
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how much BCL should contribute to the FY2008 operating budget of the
joint-use Alvin Sherman Library, Research, and Information Technology
Center. NSU has agreed to BCL&rsquo;s proposal to slash 9%, or $716,000,
of the $5.5 million anticipated for this fiscal year in accordance with
the 9% cutback forced on the entire library system by the state
legislature&rsquo;s June tax reform mandate....
Judge: Bush out of line on presidential records release
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/october2007/p
resrecords.cfm]
A federal judge October 1 invalidated part of President Bush&rsquo;s
Executive Order 13233, which gives former presidents, their heirs, and
former vice presidents the right to review executive records indefinitely
before they are made public under the Freedom of Information Act. U.S.
District Court Judge Colleen Kollar-Kotelly ruled that the provision was
in violation of the 1978 Presidential Records Act because it eliminated
the discretion that the law gave to the Archivist of the United States,
who is legally empowered to release documents to the public....
Power failure unplugs San Jose library&#8217;s automated services
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/october2007/s
anjose.cfm]
San Jose (Calif.) Public Library, whose main Martin Luther King Jr.
facility doubles as the San Jose State University library, suffered a
network power failure that crashed its website September 30. Public
access was restored the evening of October 3. During the outage, users
could not use the library&rsquo;s online catalog or other databases, and
could not track due dates or renew materials through their personal
accounts....
ALA News
===========================================================================
Missouri student wins in &#8220;Step Up to the Plate&#8221; drawing
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/baseball.htm]
In a random drawing at the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum
October 6, Hall of Famer and “Step Up to the Plate” spokesperson Ozzie
Smith chose Hannah Cavanaugh, 12, as the grand-prize winner of the “Step
Up to the Plate @ your library” program. Cavanaugh, who volunteers at the
Kirkwood (Mo.) Public Library, will travel to Cooperstown, New York, to
attend the Hall of Fame&rsquo;s World Series Gala on October 27....
Washington Office&#8217;s Mark Bard
[http://blogs.ala.org/districtdispatch.php?title=ala_washington_office_s_ma
rk_bard&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1]
On Monday evening, October 1, ALA Washington Office Technology Policy
Analyst Mark Bard was seriously injured when struck by a drunk driver
near his home. Mark is currently in critical condition at the Washington
Hospital Center. Updates will be posted on the District Dispatch blog....
District Dispatch blog, Oct. 4
Analyze some data and get a free Salary Survey
[http://www.ala-apa.org/news/news.html#07freesurvey]
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The ALA-Allied Professional Association will give up to five people or
institutions a free copy of the 2007 ALA-APA Salary Survey—Librarian:
Public and Academic ($70 value) or 2007 ALA-APA Salary Survey—Non-MLS:
Public and Academic ($100 value) in exchange for analyzing data and
submitting a research paper on a topic of national interest, which may
then be published in the ALA-APA newsletter Library Worklife: HR E-News
for Today&rsquo;s Leaders....
ALA-Allied Professional Association, Oct. 9
Twelve CPLA candidates and one course approved
[http://www.ala-apa.org/news/news.html#07fallcpla]
The Certified Public Library Administrator Program Certification Review
Committee approved 12 new candidates
[http://www.ala-apa.org/certification/cpla.html] and one more program
course [http://www.ala-apa.org/certification/cplacourses.html] at its
2007 Fall review. CPLA now has 87 candidates representing public
libraries of all sizes across the nation. The CPLA program is a voluntary
post-MLS certification program for public librarians with three years or
more of supervisory experience and ALA-accredited master&rsquo;s degrees
in library and information studies....
ALA-Allied Professional Association, Oct. 9
Two advocacy programs available at Midwinter
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/amwc07.htm]
Get the tools to become an effective library advocate by taking advantage
of the two advocacy programs offered during the ALA 2008 Midwinter
Meeting in Philadelphia—an Advocacy Institute on January 11, and a Train
the Trainer program January 12....
Hatcher reads banned books
[http://www.flickr.com/photos/hatchergraduatelibrary/sets/72157602113979751
/]
Staff at the University of Michigan’s Hatcher Graduate Library celebrated
Banned Books Week with a Flickr extravaganza, featuring the many
controversial and suppressed books in the library’s collections. As they
say, “The freedom to make your own decisions about what you want to read,
and to have access to these items, are rights that libraries fully
support.”...
University of Michigan Hatcher Graduate Library
AL Focus
===========================================================================
Banned Books Week Read-Out
[http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/report-banned-books-read-out]
This report (2:21) from the Banned Books Read-Out, held September 29 in
Chicago, features ALA President Loriene Roy and Judith Krug from the ALA
Office for Intellectual Freedom speaking on the importance of choosing
your own reading material, and authors Carolyn Mackler and Chris Crutcher
on how librarians “save our lives daily.”...
Sri Lanka rises from the rubble
[http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/rising-rubble]
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Exclusive to American Libraries Focus, this video (14:07) produced by the
Sri Lanka Library Association details the recovery effort following the
disastrous tsunami of December 26, 2004, which left 50,000 dead,
thousands missing, and millions homeless. Using powerful still
photographs and video clips, this overview illustrates the fundraising,
renovation, refurbishing, staff training, collection development, and
programming that made up SLLA’s Tsunami Library Rehabilitation Project....
Hersberger and Hinshaw on ALA finances
[http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/rod-hersberger-marilyn-hinshaw-interview]
ALA Treasurer Rod Hersberger and Marilyn Hinshaw, chair of the ALA Budget
Analysis and Review Committee, sit down for a chat (11:59) with Director
of Membership Development John Chrastka. Hersberger offers a glimpse of
his plans for the Treasurer’s Online Forum and talks about bringing ALA
financial information to the members in a timely fashion, while Hinshaw
speaks on the complexities and responsibilities of BARC....

Featured review: Adult books
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=2118210]
Shrake, Edwin. Custer’s Brother’s Horse. Oct. 2007. 320p. John M. Hardy,
hardcover (978-0-9717667-8-5).
Texas-centric Shrake offers a smart, lusty, and captivating high
adventure whose potent blend of history, humor, and derring-do makes all
but the very best westerns seem listless and one-sided. At the end of the
Civil War, three unlikely companions&mdash;a haunted and defeated Rebel
returning home, a mixed-race New Orleans fortune-teller, and a British
adventurer and romancer (in both senses of the word)&mdash;flee a
detachment of Union troops led by the less-famous but equally imposing
Custer brother. Their crimes hold varying degrees of validity, but most
of the conflict centers on a bitter family feud and the
Englishman&rsquo;s repeated attempts to steal&mdash;or as he would have
it, reappropriate&mdash;Tom Custer&rsquo;s magnificent warhorse....
Keir Graff interviews C. J. Box
[http://blog.booklistonline.com/2007/10/05/interview-c-j-box/]
Since 2001, when his Joe Pickett mystery series debuted with Open Season
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=836723],
C. J. Box has earned accolades and fans in ever-growing numbers. It takes
guts to tinker with a successful formula, but the Wyoming native has done
just that. In January, St. Martin&rsquo;s Minotaur will publish Blue
Heaven
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=2271640],
his first stand-alone thriller. In this interview, Box explains why he
wrote Blue Heaven, affirmed that “Blue Heaven&rdquo; actually exists, and
proved he has a gift for sports prognostication, too....
Likely Stories blog, Oct. 5
@ Visit Booklist Online [http://www.booklistonline.com] for other reviews
and much more....
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Philadelphia Update
===========================================================================
Midwinter wiki launched
[http://wikis.ala.org/midwinter2008/index.php/Main_Page]
The 2008 Midwinter wiki is up and ready for you to consult and/or add
information to. Space has been created for divisions, round tables, and
offices to share information about meetings, committees, discussions,
institutes, parties, and other events....
Visit the Philadelphia Athenaeum [http://www.philaathenaeum.org/menu.html]
The Athenaeum of Philadelphia is a member-supported, not-for-profit,
special collections library founded in 1814 to collect materials
“connected with the history and antiquities of America, and the useful
arts, and generally to disseminate useful knowledge” for public benefit.
Major collections [http://www.philaathenaeum.org/libcollections.html]
include trade catalogs, interior design, architecture and building
technology, pre-1914 periodicals, and transportation. The library is a
resource of first resort on matters of architecture and interior design
history from 1800 to 1945....
Division News
===========================================================================
The future of your school library begins in Reno
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/aaslnc07.htm]
The largest gathering of school librarians in the nation is taking place
at the Reno-Sparks Convention Center in Reno, Nevada, October 25–28, for
the AASL 13th National Conference and Exhibition, themed &ldquo;The
Future Begins @ your library.&rdquo; More than 4,000 school librarians,
educators, publishers, and guests will gather to discuss such key issues
as new technologies; &ldquo;No Child Left Behind&rdquo; and how the
legislation impacts school libraries; and information literacy....
Passport to Prizes lineup
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/aaslpass07.htm]
AASL will once again hold its popular Passport to Prizes exhibits game
for attendees at the 13th National Conference and Exhibition, October
25–28, in Reno. All conferees will receive a game card, or
&ldquo;Passport,&rdquo; in their conference bag at registration and
everyone is welcome to participate. Completed passports will enter in a
drawing for prizes....
ABDO to sponsor Celebrate Conference session in Reno
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/aaslcc07.htm]
ABDO Publishing Group will sponsor the Celebrate Conference session at
the AASL conference in Reno. Celebrate Conference, a welcome and
orientation for first-time attendees, will be held October 25, 12:30 to
1:30 p.m., at the Reno-Sparks Convention Center....
Technology with altitude: The LITA Forum
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[http://blogs.ala.org/pace.php?title=technology_with_altitude&more=1&c=1&tb
=1&pb=1]
Andrew Pace writes: “The LITA Forum is one of the best conferences for IT
networking that I know of. Long breaks and a diverse crowd of
administrators, managers, techies, and newbies make it a great setting.
And for those who can’t be there, almost every session is covered by an
army of volunteer bloggers at the LITA blog [http://litablog.org/].” And
view some photos [http://www.flickr.com/search/?q=LITA+forum+2007] on
Flickr....
Hectic Pace, Oct. 6
Teens choose the winners during Teen Read Week
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/yalsaw07.htm]
YALSA invites all teens to get out the vote for Teen Read Week, October
14&ndash;20. Teens can vote for their favorite books in the annual
Teens&rsquo; Top Ten poll [http://www.ala.org/teenstopten] or vote
[http://www.ala.org/teenread] for next year&rsquo;s Teen Read Week theme.
Teens&rsquo; Top Ten, an initiative of YALSA&rsquo;s Young Adult Galley
project, is a &ldquo;teen choice&rdquo; list&mdash;the only reading list
with titles nominated and voted on by teens....
Children&#8217;s librarians enter the blogosphere
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/alscb07.htm]
ALSC has launched a blog [http://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/] that provides a
venue for coverage and interactive discussion of time-sensitive news
about children&rsquo;s librarianship; current issues in the field; and
programs, conferences, initiatives, resources, and activities of interest
to ALSC members and those interested in children&rsquo;s librarianship.
The division has selected Teresa Walls, librarian at Allen County (Ind.)
Public Library, as blog manager....
ALSC sponsors two ALA Emerging Leaders
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/alscel07.htm]
ALSC is sponsoring two new librarians for ALA’s Emerging Leaders program:
Patricia Tarango of Los Angeles, and Jessica Trujillo of New Brunswick,
New Jersey. The ALA Emerging Leaders Program enables 120 new librarians
to get on the fast track to ALA and professional leadership. Tarango and
Trujillo will attend day-long workshops at the ALA Midwinter Meeting in
Philadelphia in January and Annual Conference in Anaheim in June....
Round Table News
===========================================================================
50 state agency databases
[http://wikis.ala.org/godort/index.php/State_Agency_Databases]
The Government Documents Round Table maintains a list of agency databases
for all 50 states and the District of Columbia on its wiki. The databases
contain useful information on businesses, licensed professionals, plots
of land, and even dates of fish stocking. This is a wiki, so if you don’t
see something on a list that should be there, feel free to add it as long
as the resource is meant to be available to the public and is produced by
a government entity in the listed state....
GODORT wiki
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/october/101007.txt[7/17/2014 1:08:18 PM]

Awards
===========================================================================
Spectrum Scholarship winners announced
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/ssw07.htm]
The ALA Office of Diversity has announced the 10th cohort of Spectrum
Scholarships. (See their photos
[http://flickr.com/photos/alaspectrumscholars/sets/72157602186617934/commen
ts/] on Flickr.) The Spectrum Scholarship Program’s major drive is to
recruit applicants and award scholarships to American Indian/Alaska
Native, Asian, Black/African American, Hispanic/Latino and Native
Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander students for graduate programs in library
and information studies....
New PLA award recognizes innovation in library services
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/plaa07.htm]
PLA is now accepting applications for the Polaris Innovation in
Technology John Iliff award. PLA members can nominate their colleagues
and libraries for this new award through an online application. The award
seeks to encourage innovative user-oriented thinking and practical
solutions using old and new technologies. The deadline is December 3....
Bogle Pratt International Travel Fund
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/bpitf07.htm]
ALA is accepting nominations
[http://www.ala.org/ala/iro/awardsactivities/bogleprattaward.cfm] for the
2007 Bogle Pratt International Travel Fund, sponsored by the Bogle
Memorial Fund and the Pratt Institute School of Information and Library
Science. The $1,000 award is given to an ALA member to attend his or her
first international conference. The deadline is January 1....
John Ames Humphry/OCLC/Forest Press Award
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/jahoclcfp07.htm]
The John Ames Humphry/OCLC/Forest Press Award for International
Librarianship is given to a librarian or person who has made significant
contributions to international librarianship. The award consists of a
$1,000 prize and a certificate, which is presented at the ALA Annual
Conference. The deadline for nominations is January 1....
LAMA seeks nominations for division awards
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/lamada07.htm]
LAMA is seeking nominations for its 2008 Recognition of Group Achievement
Award, Leadership Award, and President&rsquo;s Award. The deadline for
nominations and supporting materials is December 2....
Fayetteville teen fashion show wins VOYA Most Valuable Program
[http://pdfs.voya.com/VO/YA2/VOYA200710fashion_show.pdf] (PDF file)
One year ago at Fayetteville (Ark.) Public Library, teen designers
created one-of-a-kind outfits and accessories out of everyday materials
to show off at their very own fashion show for teens during Teen Read
Week. Teens formulated their own individual designs and crafted them
mostly by themselves. More than 30 junior high to college-aged teens were
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all part of the project. This year, they received the Most Valuable
Program award for 2006....
Voice of Youth Advocates, Oct., pp. 301–304
Flint school wins library makeover contest
[http://www.rif.org/about/press/literacy_for_life.mspx]
Civic Park Community School in Flint, Michigan, is the grand prize winner
of the 2007 Literacy for Life Reading Is Fundamental Site Library
Makeover Contest. In an online vote, the school was selected by more than
11,000 site visitors for excelling in providing outstanding reading
opportunities to the children in its community. Civic Park Community
School will receive a $5,000 cash prize toward the renovation or creation
of their library and $10,000 in books from Scholastic....
Reading Is Fundamental, Oct. 3
Thurber Prize for American Humor
[http://www.thurberhouse.org/program/adlt_prize.html]
Emmy winner and former Frasier Executive Producer Joe Keenan won the 2007
Thurber Prize for American Humor for his novel My Lucky Star. The
announcement was made October 2 at the Algonquin Hotel in New York City.
The two runners-up for the Thurber Prize were Bob Newhart for I Shouldn’t
Even Be Doing This! And Other Things That Strike Me As Funny, and Merrill
Markoe for Walking in Circles before Lying Down....
Thurber House, Oct. 2
De la Torre Bueno Prize [http://www.wesleyan.edu/wespress/]
The Society of Dance History Scholars awards the de la Torre Bueno Prize
annually to a book published in the English language that advances the
field of dance studies. This year’s winner is Gay Morris, independent
scholar and critic in New York City, for A Game for Dancers: Performing
Modernism in the Postwar Years, 1945-1960, published by Wesleyan
University Press in 2006....
Wesleyan University Press, Oct. 4
Lancaster wins Love Libraries Award
[http://www.lovelibraries.co.uk/lovelibrariesaward/lancaster_library.php]
Lancaster (UK) Library has won the Love Libraries Award 2007, fending off
tough competition from four rivals in a public vote. The Love Libraries
Award, run by the UK Museums, Libraries, and Archives Council, celebrates
the work library services do to inspire teenagers and young people under
the age of 25. Lancaster Library is breathing new life into the service,
with some of the latest bands performing exclusive gigs in the library
and bringing in diverse crowds....
Museums, Libraries, and Archives Council, Oct. 3
===========================================================================
[http://americanlibrariesbuyersguide.com]
===========================================================================
Seen Online
===========================================================================
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Feds tout computerized tests for 21st-century skills
[http://www.eschoolnews.com/news/showStoryts.cfm?ArticleID=7424]
A federal report funded by the National Center for Education Statistics
says computer-based testing holds promise for measuring higher-order
thinking skills that cannot be measured easily via traditional
pencil-and-paper exams—a finding that is sure to resonate with advocates
of teaching 21st-century skills in classrooms. The report
[http://nces.ed.gov/Pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2007466] is based on a
study of how more than 2,000 8th-grade students from U.S. public schools
performed in one of two computer-based testing scenarios administered in
2003: a search scenario and a simulation scenario....
eSchool News, Oct. 3
Vancouver library workers reject mediator&#8217;s offer
[http://www.news1130.com/news/topstory/article.jsp?content=20071010_074925_
2032]
Striking library workers in Vancouver, British Columbia, rejected a deal
October 9 from mediator Brian Foley. The biggest thumbs-down came from
Local 391, with more than 78% of library workers saying no. The sticking
point seems to be a financial one. For CUPE 391’s Alex Youngberg, the
buzz words are “pay equity.” Outside workers rejected the deal by 58%,
although inside workers accepted it by 73%. But Youngberg said they are
close to an agreement and has called
[http://vancouver.24hrs.ca/News/2007/10/10/4564799-sun.html] for talks to
resume with the Vancouver Public Library....
CXWX-AM radio news, Oct. 10; 24 Hours (Vancouver), Oct. 10
Victoria labor dispute ramps up
[http://www.canada.com/victoriatimescolonist/news/story.html?id=da276010-a2
b6-4499-a887-ee84757f1749&k=14803]
Greater Victoria (B.C.) Public Library branches went down to core
services October 10 as striking library workers ramped up job action in a
bid to get back to the bargaining table. Extra programs offered by the
library, such as literacy programs for adults and children, children’s
story time, and seniors’ computer classes, were cancelled. The eight
branches shut down for five hours October 9 to allow workers to attend a
library board meeting....
Victoria (B.C.) Times Colonist, Oct. 9
Renovated Indianapolis library to reopen December 9
[http://www.indystar.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2007710060505]
Two years overdue and $50 million over budget, the expanded downtown
Indianapolis–Marion County Public Library will soon reopen its doors. A
special dedication ceremony
[http://www.imcpl.org/about/news/press2007/central_grand_openin.html]
December 9 will include a symbolic unlocking of the gates at the south
entrance of the renovated 1917 Paul Philippe Cret building, and library
staff will lead patrons on a tour of the newly expanded
293,000-square-foot facility....
Indianapolis Star, Oct. 6
Jackson County libraries begin opening October 24
[http://www.mailtribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20071009/NEWS/710090
312]
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Closed indefinitely six months ago, libraries in Medford and Ashland,
Oregon, will open their doors again to the public October 24, and the
remaining 13 branches will start the following week. Maryland-based
Library Systems and Services LLC, which was chosen by Jackson County
commissioners to run the operation of the libraries, announced the
reopening dates October 8 and released proposed branch hours....
Medford (Oreg.) Mail Tribune, Oct. 9
Military parents want book banned
[http://www.dailypress.com/news/dp-34562sy0oct05,0,5410270.story?coll=dp-ne
ws-columnists.com]
A military parent with children in York County, Virginia, schools is
fighting to have a book banned from the library of Magruder Elementary
School in Williamsburg. Cyndi Treiber said the book of short stories
contains inappropriate and offensive material for children connected to
the military. The book, Tripping Over the Lunch Lady and Other Short
Stories, an anthology of 10 short stories edited by Nancy E. Mercado,
caused outrage and bewilderment among some local parents in the military
because of its graphic references to war, bombs, and casualties in one
chapter....
Newport News (Va.) Daily Press, Oct. 5
New postal rates affect global book drives
[http://www.chicagotribune.com/services/newspaper/printedition/wednesday/ch
i-booksoct10,0,6751807.story]
Cleo Lampos has a classroom full of books. She had planned to ship her
materials—accumulated from 26 years of teaching—to a school library
housed in a mud hut with a tin roof in rural Malawi. Over the last six
years, the 4th-grade teacher from Oak Lawn, Illinois, has sent hundreds
of books to that school, where 30 students share one English-language
textbook, the internet doesn’t exist, and electricity is a part-time
service. But last spring, the U.S. Postal Service eliminated some of its
international boat mail services, which included an option to send books
for a dollar a pound to any country....
Chicago Tribune, Oct. 10
Staff Development Day with John Waters
[http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/local/baltimore_city/bal-md.ci.waters09oc
t09,0,1869858.story]
John Waters, the Baltimore-born-and-raised filmmaker known for directing
such movies as the classic Hairspray, told Enoch Pratt Free Library staff
members at their annual Staff Development Day October 8 about the impact
the library had on him as both a child and a professional, and how
important a role libraries can play in the lives of children. Director
Carla Hayden liked Waters’s suggestion that librarians create temporary
tattoos of authors’ faces to encourage youngsters to read....
Baltimore Sun, Oct. 9
Bookmobiles&#8217; final chapter?
[http://www.boston.com/news/local/articles/2007/10/02/bookmobiles_final_cha
pter/]
It used to be that crowds in Beverly, Massachusetts, awaited Linda
Caravaggio and her big shiny bus. Rumbling along a leafy circuit through
the town, stopping at a preschool here, a retirement home there, she
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would be greeted like a returning hero or Santa Claus. Everyone, it
seemed, was happy to see her. But that was 20 years ago. The bus is now a
ragged shadow of itself, with malfunctioning heaters, a rheumatic
suspension, and an engine that huffs gray smoke whenever it is coaxed to
speeds over 40 miles per hour....
Boston Globe, Oct. 4
&#8220;So you want to become a prison librarian?&#8221;
[http://www.weau.com/news/headlines/10251371.html]
That’s the name of a presentation by the Wisconsin Department of
Corrections, which is trying to spark interest in the career. “It’s a
different group, but they have the same interests as people at any city
library,” said Stanley (Wis.) Correctional Institution Librarian Stacey
Birch. “It’s amazing how many of them have never stepped into a library
and are scared to come in,&rdquo; she says. &ldquo;I try to make it a
little less scary.”...
WEAU-TV, Eau Claire, Wis., Oct. 4
Former LAMA President Joseph Kimbrough dies
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/lamajk07.htm]
Joseph Kimbrough, 1973–74 president of the Library Administration and
Management Association, passed away on August 15. He was 77 years old.
Kimbrough served as director of the Minneapolis Public Library from 1975
to 1989....
Minneapolis Star Tribune, Aug. 17
Library branch opens in Ninth Ward
[http://www.nola.com/newsflash/louisiana/index.ssf?/base/news-34/1191695955
221350.xml&storylist=louisiana]
On October 5, the Martin Luther King Jr. branch reopened in New Orleans’
Lower Ninth Ward more than two years after it was destroyed during
Hurricane Katrina. The library is inside the renovated Martin Luther King
Jr. Charter School for Science and Technology....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, Oct. 6
College wins auction for rare abolitionist book
[http://www.mcall.com/news/local/all-b5_4book.6071568oct03,0,4257457.story]
Lafayette College in Easton, Pennsylvania, purchased a rare abolitionist
book for its upcoming exhibit about the end of the slave trade at the
Bethlehem Area Public Library’s book sale in late September. The book is
actually two books that someone had bound together: a first edition of
Lydia Maria Child’s 1833 An Appeal in Favor of that Class of Americans
Called African, and an 1840 second edition of The Slave: Memoirs of Archy
Moore. Lafayette has a special connection to the abolitionist movement
because it educated former slaves in the 1840s....
Allentown (Pa.) Morning Call, Oct. 3
Tech Talk
===========================================================================
[http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&time=&date=&ttype=&q=40+E+H
uron+St.,+Chicago,+IL&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=49.357162,81.210938&ie=UT
F8&ll=41.896336,-87.626293&spn=0.002855,0.006716&z=18&om=1&layer=tc&cbll=41
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.894897,-87.626535&cbp=2,352.9455445544554,0.5,0,-5.534022314857514]Google
Maps Street View in six new cities
[http://google-latlong.blogspot.com/2007/10/more-street-view-cities-to-expl
ore.html]
Google Maps has added its Street View feature to six new cities: Chicago
(see ALA Headquarters on the right), Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, Phoenix,
Portland (Oreg.), and Tucson. As an added bonus, the images in Phoenix,
Tucson, and parts of Chicago are all in high resolution. In most of these
cities, you can also pan up to the top of skyscrapers. Check out this
view [http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=sears+tower&layer=c&
ie=UTF8&om=1&cbll=41.877819,-87.636887&cbp=1,392.28109985743725,0.5,0,-49.6
7133655879495&ll=41.880362,-87.636201&spn=0.005584,0.01133&z=17] of the
Sears Tower and watch a dizzying and amusing YouTube video
[http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rsKik2Y5r5k] (1:21) that demonstrates the
new city views....
Google Lat Long blog, Oct. 9; YouTube, Oct. 9
Site design for dummies [http://www.webware.com/8301-1_109-9794384-2.html]
Rafe Needleman writes: “If you’re building or rebuilding a website, there
are several advanced and complex tools that can help you prototype your
new product. There are also a few newer products that capture the basics
of design and let you share it with others—and that barely require more
than a few functioning neurons to use. At the most basic, there’s the
site tree builder WriteMaps [http://www.writemaps.com]; then there’s
Jumpchart [http://www.jumpchart.com/], which makes it very easy to
prototype the navigation and basic elements of a site.”...
Webware, Oct. 9
T-shirt shows off Wi-Fi strength
[http://www.pcworld.com/article/id,138139/article.html]
The Wi-Fi Detector Shirt
[http://www.thinkgeek.com/tshirts/generic/991e/], sold by ThinkGeek, has
glowing bars on the front that light up in waves when there’s an IEEE
802.11b or 802.11g network in range. As with a network strength indicator
on a cell phone or PC, more bars light up as the signal gets stronger. A
cartoon of a classic radio tower and the simple expression “802.11” say
it all for people who are looking for this kind of thing....
PC World, Oct. 7
Vocal Joystick lets your voice surf the Web
[http://www.engadget.com/2007/10/10/vocal-joystick-lets-your-voice-do-the-b
rowsing/]
A team at the University of Washington is helping physically challenged
individuals navigate online by developing software that can convert your
voice into cursor commands. Notably, the Vocal Joystick doesn’t rely on
any speech-recognition technology; instead, it “detects [vowel] sounds
100 times a second and instantaneously turns that sound into movement on
the screen.” You can then move the mouse around the screen and click on
links by simply making a variety of noises, and the cursor speeds up as
you get louder. Watch a demo here
[http://uwnews.washington.edu/ni/article.asp?articleID=37134]....
Engadget, Oct. 10; University of Washington, Oct. 8
You need Vista SP1 [http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,1895,2192546,00.asp]
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Ever since Microsoft released Vista&mdash;nearly nine months
ago&mdash;and people have been tallying up problems such as security
holes and sluggish operations, we’ve all been awaiting Service Pack 1.
Now that it’s here, albeit in beta form, PC Magazine gives you a
walk-through that lays out what’s improved, from enhanced security to
improved media features. The verdict: You need Vista SP1....
PC Magazine, Oct. 5
Australian page-bots
[http://www.smh.com.au/news/national/library-drones-would-put-shelvers-in-a
-bind/2007/10/06/1191091419980.html]
Plans to replace library shelvers with robots at two Sydney universities
could adversely affect the service to students, union chiefs fear. The
National Tertiary Education Union said Macquarie University and the
University of Technology Sydney risked losing the human touch by
introducing drones to retrieve books. The drones would resemble
computerized cranes with robotic arms to collect volumes from storage....
Sydney Morning Herald, Oct. 7
[http://reviews.cnet.com/mice/logitech-mx-air/4505-3148_7-32509522.html]Log
itech air mouse or lazy Hogwarts wand?
[http://www.popgadget.net/2007/10/logitech_air_mo.php]
You could feel like Harry Potter testing out the Logitech MX Air
[http://reviews.cnet.com/mice/logitech-mx-air/4505-3148_7-32509522.html]
optical mouse. It tracks normally on the surface, nothing new there
except the touch-buttons (back, volume, play/pause—all light up when
used) are in the middle of the unit. Once you lift the mouse into the
air, you’ll feel like a wizard in training with your first power-packing
wand. Wave the mouse in any direction, pressing buttons to navigate. Like
any student at Hogwarts, you’ll need practice to get used to it (keep
your expectations to about 30 feet), but at worst, you’ll turn on the TV
instead of your computer....
Popgadget, Oct. 10; C|Net review
Actions & Answers
===========================================================================
Ten rules for making good oral presentations
[http://www.scivee.tv/node/2903]
Philip E. Bourne, editor of PLoS Computational Biology, offers some
advice on what it takes to make a good oral presentation. In addition to
reading the rules, you can listen to him make his points in a 10-minute
video. As he says, “Presentations encourage broader dissemination of your
work and highlight work that may not receive attention in written
form.”...
SciVee, Sept. 27
Verizon National Literacy Summit 3 webcast
[http://client.uvault.com/verizon/101507/agenda.html]
The Verizon Foundation is holding its third annual literacy summit on
October 15, 1:00–5:00 p.m. Eastern time, at Georgetown University; it
will be simultaneously webcast. Cosponsored by ALA and other literacy
interest groups, the summit will demonstrate how technology drives the
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definition of literacy and learning. Keynote speaker is journalist and
author Fareed Zakaria, who will speak on “Competitive Learning in a
Global Economy.” Registration [http://client.uvault.com/verizon/101507/]
is required....
Verizon Foundation
The fate of small literary journals
[http://freerangelibrarian.com/2007/10/07/the-statue-on-the-green-the-fateof-small-literary-journals/]
Karen Schneider writes: “Full-text databases are marvelous, even
indispensable research tools, but they are not an acceptable substitute
for print literary journals. An issue of a journal is its own special
experience, from its cover to its fonts to the arrangement of its pieces,
with the editors&rsquo; loving attention to pull quotes, widow lines, and
the like. To take a print object and make a digital copy is to create a
surrogate object of the original, not to duplicate it with fidelity.
Sometimes I think we librarians are so busy doing scholarly communication
and gaming and blogging that we forget some basic stuff.”...
Free Range Librarian, Oct. 7
[http://bp1.blogger.com/_oSWAEHEi5vE/Rv0He59f13I/AAAAAAAAAaM/8o9OwwFzSQw/s1
600-h/in+game.JPG]Carnegie Mellon Library&#8217;s information games
[http://researchquest.blogspot.com/2007/09/library-arcade-carnegie-mellon-l
ibrarys.html]
Paul Waelchli writes: “Daniel Hood, an Information Literacy Fellow, and a
small group of librarians worked with a graduate class from Carnegie
Mellon University’s Entertainment Technology Center
[http://www.etc.cmu.edu/] to develop and create two mini-information
games. ‘I&#8217;ll Get It,
[http://www.library.cmu.edu/Libraries/etc/game2/game2.swf]’ where you
play as Max, a student helping other students answer reference questions
on a variety of subjects; and ‘Within Range,
[http://www.library.cmu.edu/Libraries/etc/game1/game1.swf]’ where Max
needs to put the books back on the shelving cart in the correct LC
order.”...
Research Quest blog, Sept. 27
The Really Modern Library project
[http://www.futureofthebook.org/blog/archives/2007/10/the_really_modern_lib
rary.html]
The Institute for the Future of the Book and the Digital Library
Federation are collaborating in an effort “to stimulate new thinking
about mass digitization and, through the generation of inspiring new
designs, interfaces, and conceptual models, to spur innovation in
publishing, media, libraries, academia, and the arts.” Termed The Really
Modern Library, the project is planning three invitation-only
brainstorming sessions on how best to “transfer the vast wealth of analog
culture to the digital domain.”...
if:book blog, Oct. 8
Calling all dummies
[http://media.wiley.com/assets/1326/74/library_display_2008.pdf] (PDF
file)
Publisher John Wiley and Sons is holding another For Dummies Library
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Display contest. Libraries can participate between January 17 and March
31, 2008, by building a yellow-and-black Dummies branded display. Request
a Dummies start-up kit from Wiley by February 15. The grand prize winner
will receive 50 books of their choice in the For Dummies series and a
staff pizza party. View last year&#8217;s winners
[http://www.dummies.com/WileyCDA/Section/id-305603.html] for
inspiration....
John Wiley
A new Wikipedia for politics
[http://www.news.com/Wikipedia-for-politics-A-new-site-gives-it-a-try/21001028_3-6212395.html]
Declan McCullagh writes: “A website launched October 9 plans to become a
kind of Wikipedia-like destination specializing in elections,
governments, and political candidates. The idea behind PoliticalBase.com
[http://politicalbase.com/] is to provide a neutral, one-stop source of
information about politics (and politicians) to which anyone can
contribute. Changes must be approved by a staff editor before they take
effect.” Separate databases include fundraising, people, issues,
elections, and governments (state and county). Gary Price
[http://www.resourceshelf.com/2007/10/09/wikipedia-for-politics-a-new-sitegives-it-a-try-and-dont-forget-congresspedia/] reminds us not to forget
Congresspedia
[http://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php?title=Congresspedia]....
C|Net News.com, Oct. 9; ResourceShelf, Oct. 9
Gordon Flagg in China [http://gordoninchina.blogspot.com/]
American Libraries Managing Editor Gordon Flagg is on sabbatical for a
few months while he teaches English language and American culture classes
at the Zhuhai campus of Jilin University in Guangdong province, China.
Gordon has started a blog to record his adventures, post some photos, and
comment on Chinese music, food, and media....
Gordon in China blog
Phillis Wheatley goes digital
[http://www.sc.edu/library/spcoll/wheatley/wheatleyp.html]
The University of South Carolina has acquired a first edition of Phillis
Wheatley’s Poems on Various Subjects, Religious and Moral (London, 1773),
the first book published by an African-American author, and has made it
available online and fully searchable. The Thomas Cooper Library’s copy
is the first of Wheatley’s Poems on record for any library in South
Carolina. This freely accessible facsimile is provided as both a research
tool and a resource for teachers and students worldwide....
University of South Carolina, Oct. 4
Abused workers fight back by slacking off
[http://www.livescience.com/health/071008-abusive-bosses.html]
Employees toiling under an abusive supervisor often rebel quietly and
indirectly by slacking off on the job and handing in sloppy work.
Researchers at Florida State University surveyed more than 180 employees
from a wide variety of professions, asking whether they had endured a
history of abuse from their bosses, then asking a slew of workplace
performance questions....
LiveScience, Oct. 8
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It&#8217;s Canadian Library Month... [http://www.cla.ca/clm07/index.htm]
Librarian and Archivist of Canada Ian E. Wilson writes: “Canadian Library
Month is a celebration of libraries and the people who work in them.
Libraries play a key role in the social, cultural, and economic life of
communities, providing residents with a place to read, learn, and share.”
The theme is “Libraries: The World at Your Fingertips.”...
Canadian Library Association
...and National Medical Librarians Month!
[http://www.mlanet.org/resources/nml-month/index.html]
The Medical Library Association created the National Medical Librarians
Month observance to raise awareness of the important role of the health
information professional. Patients and those in the health care community
need the specialized services that medical librarians provide, now more
than ever before. This year’s theme is “Looking for Answers? @sk Your
Medical Librarian.”...
Medical Library Association
[http://www.techsoup.org/stock/libraries/default.asp?cg=libad&sg=ald]
[http://www.techsoup.org/stock/libraries/default.asp?cg=libad&sg=ald]
===========================================================================
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/midwinter/2008/home.htm]
Provided by the ALA Office for Human Resource Development and
Recruitment, the Placement Services Center
[http://www.ala.org/ala/hrdr/placementservice/placementservices.htm] will
be available during the Midwinter Meeting to assist job seekers and
employers, as well as provide career assistance.
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog&_pn=product_detai
l&_op=2383]
Inspire early literacy with the popular Born to Read line of toddler
T-shirts.
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog&_pn=product_detai
l&_op=2383] This fresh new design will inspire early reading in your
community. NEW! From ALA Graphics.
[http://www.ilovelibraries.org/]
[http://www.ala-apa.org/salaries/alaapasurveys.html]
2007 library salary surveys
[http://www.ala-apa.org/salaries/alaapasurveys.html] from the ALA Allied
Professional Association are available either by online subscription or
in print. Analysis of data from more than 800 public and academic
libraries showed the mean salary for librarians with ALA-accredited
master&rsquo;s degrees reported increased 2.8% from 2006.

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/october/101007.txt[7/17/2014 1:08:18 PM]

In this issue
October 2007
Teens and the New Literacy
Reference on the Fringe
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Career Leads from
[http://joblist.ala.org/]
Research Librarian for Performing Arts,
[http://joblist.ala.org/modules/jobseeker/controller.cfm?scr=jobdetail&jobi
d=8052] University of California at Irvine, to plan and deliver
innovative reference and instruction services, and to develop and manage
excellent electronic and print collections in Music, Dance, and Drama.
@ More jobs [http://joblist.ala.org/]...
[http://www.ala.org/ala/ourassociation/membership/libinsuranceinfo/libinsur
ance.htm]
Digital Library of the Week
[http://ucblibraries.colorado.edu/cgi-bin/sheetmusic.pl?RagRedPepper&Rag&ma
in]
The University of Colorado at Boulder Music Library has a large sheet
music collection
[http://ucblibraries.colorado.edu/music/smp/index.html]with approximately
150,000 items including examples from the late 18th through the 20th
centuries. This website provides access to digital versions of some of
the categories of sheet music within the physical collections. The sheet
music digitized and presented here was originally published between 1890
and 1922. Users may browse by title or title cover graphic. A grant from
the Collaborative Digitization Program [http://www.cdpheritage.org]
provided partial funding for the digitization of the sheet music for this
site.
Do you know of a digital library collection that we can mention in this
AL Direct feature? Tell us about it. [mailto:aldirect@ala.org]
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Public Perception
How the World
Sees Us
Lawyer Patty Hewes (Glenn Close): “I’ve a lot of questions.”
Opposing lawyer Ray Fiske (Zeljko Ivanek): “That’s what Wikipedia’s
for.”
?TV attorney banter in the FX Network drama Damages, “Sort of Like a
Family” episode, that aired Oct. 2.

[http://www.ala.org/ala/ors/publiclibraryfundingtechnologyaccessstudy/0607r
eport.htm]
Discover the state of funding and technology in U.S. public libraries.
The study, Libraries Connect Communities: Public Library Funding and
Technology Access Study 2006&#8211;2007 Report,
[http://www.ala.org/ala/ors/publiclibraryfundingtechnologyaccessstudy/0607r
eport.htm] is available for browsing or downloading (whole or in part).

Ask the ALA Librarian
[http://www.flickr.com/photos/michaelsphotos/11239823/in/set-276674/]
Q. We’re unable to provide a full-fledged Staff Development Day to our
staff this year. Are there any staff development courses that can be
taken online, that I can suggest?
A. There are several opportunities available in online library staff
development and instruction. Consider the growing number of online
courses [http://www.ala.org/Template.cfm?Section=eventsdist&Template=/Confe
rence/ConferenceList.cfm&ConferenceTypeCode=D] offered by ALA’s
divisions, including YALSA Professional Development Online,
[http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/onlinecourses/info.cfm]ACRL E-Learning
[http://www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlproftools/elearning.cfm], E-Learning @
PLA [http://www.ala.org/ala/pla/plaevents/elearningpla/elearningpla.cfm],
and RUSA Professional Development Online
[http://www.ala.org/ala/rusa/rusaevents/professionaldevelopmentonline/prode
vonline.htm]. More general courses, including Office Productivity
spreadsheet and word processing courses, Computer Professional
programming and web design and development courses, and Business
Fundamentals leadership courses, are available as a benefit of ALA
membership via Element K. [http://www.libraryelearning.org/ala] See the
Where to find CE for your staff
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Where_to_find_CE_for_your_
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staff] and Staff Development
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Staff_Development] pages
to learn of more opportunities. As a last resort, you can send in John
Waters.
[http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/local/baltimore_city/bal-md.ci.waters09oc
t09,0,1869858.story] See the ALA Professional Tips wiki
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Online_Staff_Development_C
ourses] for more....
@ The ALA Librarian [mailto:AskTheLibrarian@ala.org] welcomes your
questions.
[http://www.techsource.ala.org/ltr/web-20-libraries-part-2-trends-and-techn
ologies.html]
Social software, more ubiquitous than ever, continues to have a profound
impact on information and communication in the Information Age. In the
Sept./Oct. 2007 issue of Library Technology Reports,
[http://www.techsource.ala.org/ltr/web-20-libraries-part-2-trends-and-techn
ologies.html] librarian and educator Michael Stephens revisits some of
the social tools presented in Web 2.0 &amp; Libraries: Best Practices for
Social Software,
[http://www.techsource.ala.org/ltr/web-20-and-libraries-best-practices-forsocial-software.html] addresses some trends guiding social technology in
libraries, takes a look at some newer tools, and covers some best
practices for using 2.0 tools in your library.
Calendar
Oct. 24–26:
Michigan Association for Media in Education,
[http://www.mame.gen.mi.us/conferences.htm#mame34] Annual Conference,
Grand Traverse Resort & Spa, Acme. “School Library 2.0.”
Oct. 25–26:
Academic Library Association of Ohio,
[http://www.alaoweb.org/conferences/conf2007/committee.html] Annual
Conference, Greater Columbus Convention Center. “Innovation Generation.”
Oct. 26:
Northwest Government Information Network,
[http://www.evergreen.edu/library/govdocs/ngin/oct26-2007.html] Annual
Meeting, Highline Community College, Des Moines, Wash.
Oct. 29–30:
Internet@Schools West, [http://www.infotoday.com/Internet@Schools/]
Monterey, California.
Oct. 29–31:
Internet Librarian 2007, [http://www.infotoday.com/il2007/] Monterey,
California. “2.0: Info Pros, Library Communities, and Web Tools.”
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Nov. 1–3:
From Gray Areas to Green Areas: Developing Sustainable Practices in
Preservation Environments,
[http://www.ischool.utexas.edu/kilgarlin/gaga/index.html] a symposium
hosted by the Kilgarlin Center for Preservation of the Cultural Record,
University of Texas, Austin. Contact: Karen L. Pavelka,
[mailto:pavelka@ischool.utexas.edu] 512-471-8286.
Nov. 2–3:
Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Children&#8217;s Literature Conference
[http://www.thomasmore.edu/oki], Aurora, Indiana.
Nov. 2–4:
United States Board on Books for Young People, [http://www.usbby.org]
Regional Conference, Westward Look Resort, Tucson, Arizona.
&ldquo;Children Between Worlds: Intercultural Relations in Books for
Children and Young Adults.&rdquo;
Nov. 6–8:
KMWorld and Intranets 2007, [http://www.kmworld.com/kmw07/] San Jose.
&ldquo;KM 2.0: A New World for the Enterprise.&rdquo;
Nov. 7–10:
Charleston Conference [http://www.katina.info/conference], Charleston,
South Carolina. &ldquo;What Tangled Webs We Weave.&rdquo;
Nov. 7–10:
Museum Computer Network, [http://www.mcn.edu/conferences] Annual
Conference, Holiday Inn Chicago Mart Plaza. &ldquo;Building Content,
Building Community: 40 Years of Museum Information and Technology.&rdquo;
Nov. 8–11:
International Reading Association
[http://www.reading.org/association/meetings/34_plains.html], Plains
Regional Conference, Overland Park, Kansas.
Nov. 12–18:
Children&rsquo;s Book Week, [http://www.cbcbooks.org/cbw/] sponsored by
the Children&rsquo;s Book Council.
Nov. 14–16:
New Jersey Association of School Librarians,
[http://www.njasl.org/Conferences.htm] Annual Conference, Ocean Place
Resort and Spa, Long Branch. &ldquo;Celebrate Culture, Customs and
Traditions: at your School Library.&rdquo;
Nov. 15–16:
International Reading Association,
[http://www.reading.org/association/meetings/32_southwest.html] Southwest
Regional Conference, Little Rock, Arkansas.
Nov. 15–18:
California School Library Association, [http://www.csla.net/conf2007/]
Annual Conference, Ontario, California. &ldquo;California School
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Libraries Build Readers.&rdquo;
Nov. 24–
Dec. 2:
Guadalajara (Mexico) International Book Fair [http://www.fil.com.mx]. ALA
personal members can participate in the ALA Free Pass Program, offering
$100 for airfare, 3 hotel nights, and complimentary registration; apply
by August 17 to Delin Guerra, [mailto:dguerra@ala.org] 800-545-2433 ext.
3201.
Nov. 28–29:
Persistence of Memory: Stewardship of Digital Assets,
[http://www.nedcc.org/education/conferences/pom2007/description.php]
Seattle.
@ More [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/calendar/calendar.cfm]...
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U.S. & World News
Alleged terrorist says FBI violated
library privacy policy

A Pakistani man charged with conspiring to provide
material support to terrorists claims that the FBI
obtained evidence against him illegally when an agent
went into the Chestatee Regional Library in
Dawsonville, Georgia, to record his activities at a
library computer on March 21, 2006, two days before
his arrest. Jack Martin, an attorney for Syed Haris Ahmed, an
engineering student at Georgia Institute of Technology at the time,
filed a motion in U.S. District Court for the Northern District of
Georgia alleging that an FBI agent followed his client into the library
and viewed the browser history function to find out what websites
and email addresses he had been accessing....

Broadband Census Act drains power
from telecoms

The Telecommunications and Internet
Subcommittee of the House Energy and
Commerce Committee unanimously approved
October 10 the Broadband Census of America Act
of 2007 (PDF file), which promotes the further
development of nationwide broadband services by
improving collection of data and mapping. Under
the bill, the FCC would use a consumer survey to
gather pricing and service information rather than rely on
telecommunications companies for data....

Prop 2 1/2 maims another
Massachusetts library

Beginning the week of October 15, the
Bridgewater (Mass.) Public Library will be open
only 15 hours per week due to the halving of its
operating budget. The establishment of the
skeleton schedule comes hard on the heels of the narrow defeat
September 8 of a $2-million override of the state’s Proposition 2
1/2 property-tax cap, passage of which would have closed the town’s
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ALA Midwinter Meeting in
Philadelphia, January 11–
16. Housing is now
available. As an ALA
attendee or exhibitor, you
are eligible for special
hotel rates. You can only
make reservations at the
ALA rates by booking
through the ALA Travel
Desk.
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FY2008 budget gap. Still, keeping the doors open at all is a great
improvement over closing the library altogether....

Chicago mayor proposes tax hike to support
libraries

On October 10, Chicago Mayor Richard J. Daley proposed a $108million property tax increase—among the largest in city history—that
would augment funding for library operations and possibly allow the
construction of new facilities. The 15% hike faces opposition from
members of the city council because of a state bill to cap property
assessments....

Vancouver library union rejects
settlement

Striking library workers at Vancouver (B.C.)
Public Library overwhelmingly rejected October 9
a mediator’s proposal to end their 12-week-long
strike. The 775 members of CUPE Local 391
voted 78% against the proposal. The deal would
have included a 17.5% wage increase over five
years, a $1,000 signing bonus, and a wage reclassification,
equivalent to an additional 4% raise, for about 300 library workers.
The union said that the proposal did not address its pay-equity
concerns. The union went into meetings with the city to hammer out
a contract October 16, according to the Vancouver Province....

ALA News
Idearc Media volunteers and ALA
help fix up DC’s central library

On October 4–5, more than 75 employees
of the publishing company Idearc Media
pitched in to update the Black Studies
Division of the District of Columbia Public
Library’s Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial
Library. The employees installed new furniture, updated bulletin
boards, and cleaned and reorganized the collection. ALA worked with
the library to spend $20,000 in contributions from Idearc Media on
new tables and chairs, as well as shelf panels portraying prominent
African Americans....

National survey of internet use in public libraries

ALA encourages public libraries to participate in the 2007–2008
national survey on Public Library Funding and Technology Access.
The survey provides an opportunity for libraries to share information
on computer and internet resources and infrastructure, as well as
funding, technology training, and other uses of public libraries, such
as providing public-access technology centers in their communities.
The deadline is November 25....

New Emerging Leader participants

ALA has selected the librarians (PDF file) who will participate in the
Emerging Leaders 2008 program. An initiative of ALA Immediate Past
President Leslie Burger, the EL program will enable 124 librarians to
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FRBR—Functional
Requirements for
Bibliographic
Records—is an
evolving conceptual
model designed to
help users easily
navigate catalogs and
find the material they
want in the form they
want it—whether in
print, DVD, audio, or
adaptations.
Cataloging expert
Robert L. Maxwell, in
FRBR: A Guide for
the Perplexed, offers
clear, concise
explanations for every
librarian interested in
the next phase of
access to their
library’s digital
information. NEW!
From ALA Editions.

ALA will present a Rocky
Mountain Regional
Lawyers for Libraries
Training Institute in
Denver, November 8, in
conjunction with
the Colorado Association
of Libraries Annual
Conference.
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participate in problem-solving workgroups, network with peers, gain
an inside look into ALA structure, and have an opportunity to serve
the profession in a leadership capacity....

AL Focus
Solve the short pencil
mystery

In case you missed it a couple weeks
ago, check out The Short Pencil Saga,
now brought to you by AL Focus. Short
pencils: a library fixture you probably
take for granted. But not any more!
Using archival footage from the Prelinger
Archives, Nick “March of the Librarians”
Baker’s latest comedic offering (2:30) delves into the stubby writing
implement’s exciting history: “It all began thousands of years ago.”...

Teens and the New
Literacy
Reference on the
Fringe
Libraries and
Charter Schools
Condoms @ your
library
Libraries in the
Ugandan Wild

Featured review: Books for
youth

Freedman, Russell. Who Was First?
Oct. 2007. 88p. Clarion, hardcover
(978-0-618-66391-0). Grades 6–9.
This well-designed, clearly written
book looks at various ideas about the
discovery of the Americas, including
the famous voyages of Columbus in
1492, the claims that 15th-century
Chinese explorer Zheng He may have sailed to the Americas,
and the now-documented settlement of Vikings in
Newfoundland around the year 1000. Next, the discussion
turns to Native Americans, from ancient civilizations to the
diverse societies that were here shortly before European
contact. Beyond the very readable presentation of facts and
theories, the book’s main accomplishment is in showing that
history is not a static body of knowledge, but an evolving
process of logically interpreted evidence continually
questioned, disputed, and revised in the light of new
discoveries....

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
Philadelphia Update
Getting the most out of the exhibits

Make sure you maximize your Midwinter exhibits experience by
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Career Leads
from

Branch Manager, San
Mateo County Library,
Redwood, California, to
plan, develop,
coordinate, organize,
direct, and supervise
the activities of one or
multiple library
branches; develop
related goals and
objectives; supervise
and coordinate staff
and activities; evaluate
the effectiveness of
programs and conduct
community needs
assessments; and lead
in planning and
implementing programs
and systems in the
branches and
countywide....

@ More jobs...
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following these helpful tips, such as visiting the exhibit hall early
during the conference before vendor giveaways run low....

Official visitor’s guide

Start planning your Midwinter cultural and
recreational activities with the official visitor’s guide
to Philadelphia. The current edition has articles on
the Independence Visitor Center, tours, shopping,
restaurants, entertainment, lodging, sports,
colleges, maps, and transportation. As the editors
note, “This city of neighborhoods is full of cultural,
culinary, artistic, and ethnic treasures—a place
where you can be forever independent.”...

Learn how to throw a wine-tasting
party

Digital Library
of the Week

There are still a few tickets left for the Wine
School of Philadelphia’s January 12 evening class
on “How to Throw a Wine-Tasting Party,” held at
the school at 2006-2008 Fairmount Avenue. An
instructor will discuss the basics of pairing wine
and food, how to spend your wine budget
intelligently, and what to do to ensure your next gathering is as
magical as you want it to be....
Wine School of Philadelphia

Division News
Libraries are a teen oasis

Megan P. Fink mentions a few methods that
libraries and authors are using to get teens
to LOL during YALSA’s Teen Read Week,
October 14–20: “Whether having a Guitar
Hero tournament like the Austin (Tex.)
Public Library, or hosting an author visit with Particia McCormick at
the Columbus (Ohio) Metropolitan Library, teens should consider the
library their destination for hilarity.”...
I Love Libraries

AASL launches collaboration
with PBS

AASL is collaborating with the Public
Broadcasting Service to feature select articles from Knowledge Quest,
the division’s official journal, on the PBS Teachers website. Starting
with the September/October 2008 issue, one article will be featured
as a part of PBS’s selection of resources for school library media
specialists and technology integration specialists....

AASL Store offers new books in Reno

If you are attending the 13th AASL National Conference in Reno,
Nevada, October 25–28, you will get the chance to look at several
new publications for sale at the AASL Store. Among them are
Standards for the 21st-Century Learner; Collaboration, edited by
Patricia Montiel-Overall and Donald C. Adcock; and Assessing
Student Learning in the School Library Media Center, edited by Anita
L. Vance with Robbie Nickel....
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The National Library
of Australia has been
involved in digitizing
significant Australian
material from its
collections since 1996.
In 2001, the library
embarked on a major
digitization project to
improve access to its
collection material in
traditional formats.
Since 2004, digitization
of rare and unique
material from the maps,
pictures, sheet music,
and manuscript
collections has become a
mainstream activity.
There are multiple ways
to access the digital
collections—using the
library catalog, pictures
catalog, or the digital
collections website.
Federated resource
discovery services, such
as Libraries Australia,
Picture Australia, Music
Australia, and Australia
Dancing offer alternative
means of access. As of
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Round Table News
Librarians in Spandex: A conversation
with Roger Klorese (PDF file)

The Fall 2007 newsletter of the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual,
and Transgendered Round Table has an interview with
Roger Klorese, the president of Prism Comics, which
publishes GLBT-themed graphic novels. Klorese says:
“Our biggest annual activity, and the one that really
got the ball rolling, is Prism Comics: Your LGBT Guide
to Comics. It’s published annually, and delivers
everything from a timeline of LGBT milestones in comics during the
previous year to reviews to interviews to humor pieces to original
comics work.”...
GLBTRT Newsletter 19, no. 3 (Fall 2007): 6–7

Awards
St. Charles branch takes
Depository Library of the Year
honor (PDF file)

The U.S. Government Printing Office has
selected the Middendorf-Kredell branch of
the St. Charles (Mo.) City-County Library
as 2007 Federal Depository Library of the
Year. Public Printer Robert C. Tapella
presented the award October 15 to library officials at the annual Fall
Federal Depository Library Conference in Washington, D.C....
Government Printing Office, Oct. 16

ALA recognition awards and grants

Nominations are sought for 17 ALA recognition awards and grants for
2008. The deadline to apply for most of them is December 1....

Deadline approaching for Carnegie-Whitney grant

The ALA Publishing Committee provides a grant of up to $5,000 for
the preparation of print or electronic reading lists, indexes, or other
guides to library resources that promote reading or the use of library
resources at any type of library. Applications must be received by
November 5....

WNBA Eastman Grant applications are due

The Women’s National Book Association sponsors the WNBA Eastman
Grant, which is available for librarians who are interested in learning
about the relationship between the library and publishing professions.
The WNBA offers a grant of up to $750 for a librarian to take a
course or participate in an institute devoted to aspects of publishing
as a profession. Applications must be received by November 1....

June 30, a total of
124,543 collection items
(consisting of 331,199
images) have been
digitized.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.

Public
Perception
How the World
Sees Us

“The purported
banned books [of
ALA’s Banned Books
Week] are readily
available. In reality,
they’re merely
books that have
been challenged,
often in schools and
typically by the
parents and/or
taxpayers picking
up the tab.
     “. . . [t]he ALA
should really
change the name
from Banned Books
Week to something
more accurate, such
as Books That Have
Been Challenged by
Parents for AgeAppropriateness,
Sexual Explicitness,
Drug Use, Offensive
Language, Violence,
Racism, and/or
Wizardry Week.”
—Conservative commentator
Michael M. Bates in “Liberals
Rush to Ban Rush,” a
column in the Oct. 11
southwest suburban Chicago
Reporter newspapers.

LITA/Library Hi Tech award nominations

Nominations are being accepted for the 2008 LITA/Library Hi Tech
Award, given each year to an individual or institution for outstanding
achievement in communication for continuing education in library and
information technology. The award includes a citation of merit and a
$1,000 stipend provided by Emerald Press, publishers of Library Hi
Tech. The deadline is December 31....
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What does ASCLA
stand for? In the Fall
issue of Interface,
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Call for nominations for ASCLA awards

ASCLA is now accepting nominations for its 2008 awards program.
The ASCLA awards recognize outstanding achievements in
networking, enrichment, and educational opportunities and service by
library agencies, libraries serving special populations, multitype
library organizations, and independent librarians. The deadline is
December 15....

Vavrek recognized for work with rural
libraries

Bernard Vavrek, chair of the library science
department at Clarion University of Pennsylvania,
received an award for his contributions to rural
library services from the Association for Rural and
Small Libraries at its national conference held in
Columbus, Ohio, in September. Vavrek directs the
Center for the Study of Rural Librarianship at Clarion....
Clarion University, Oct. 11

New Jersey State Library initiative
wins Innovation Award

A project developed by the New Jersey State
Library that has spurred economic growth and
saved millions of dollars for hundreds of small
startup companies in New Jersey—the New
Jersey Knowledge Initiative—was recently
honored with an Innovation Award from the
Council of State Governments. The NJKI offers
free, unlimited access to expensive proprietary
information resources....

ASCLA President
Barbara Mates writes:
“On the surface, we
seem like a hodgepodge of librarians with
different interests who
form sections and have
come together because
each of our sections is
too small to make it as
a division. To a degree
this is true, but one
thing I realized when
explaining what ASCLA
stood for is that we are
a group of librarians
who have communities
that span wide
geographical areas and
serve a diverse
patronage.” Find out
more about ASCLA....

Ask the ALA
Librarian

New Jersey State Library, Oct. 10

Libraries Love Romance winners

Romance Writers of America’s first “Libraries Love Romance” contest
asked librarians to demonstrate the role romance fiction plays in their
library. The Memphis (Tenn.) Public Library and Information Center
won first place in Division 1 for the library’s support of the romance
genre through its Book Club Conference and Book Talk radio
program. The Wayne (N.J.) Public Library won Division 2 for
continued, overwhelming focus on its romance fiction collection and
romance authors through displays and promotions....
Romance Writers of America, Oct. 17

Indiana state senator honored as
library supporter

The Indiana Library Federation has honored Sen.
Beverly Gard (R-Greenfield) with its 2007 Legislator
of the Year Award. Gard has sponsored numerous
bills aimed at benefiting libraries, including a law that
allows libraries to use county economic development
income tax funds for the extension of services....
Indianapolis Star, Oct. 11

Anne Enright wins the Booker

A desperately bleak Irish family saga featuring a
suicide and sexual abuse that has sold barely 3,000
copies in the U.K. in five months emerged as the
surprise winner of the £50,000 Man Booker Prize for
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Q. There’s a
community group
that wants to show
a movie to its
members in one of
the meeting rooms
at the library. Is this
legal?
A. As we mention in
ALA Library Fact
Sheet 7: Video and
Copyright: “Libraries
which allow groups to
use or rent their
public meeting rooms
should, as part of
their agreement,
require the group to
warrant that it will
secure all necessary
performance licenses
and indemnify the
library for any failure
on their part to do
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Fiction. Anne Enright has been named the winner for
her novel The Gathering, published by Jonathan Cape
in the U.K and Grove Press/Black Cat in the U.S....
The Telegraph (U.K.), Oct. 16

Seen Online
Montana State Library goes
exclusively digital

The Montana State Library in Helena plans to
close its doors at the start of the year and will
instead offer its resources online. The library,
open since the 1920s and the main repository
for state documents, says very little will be lost
in the transition, although certain services such
as walk-in access to newspapers will be gone.
State Librarian Darlene Staffeldt said the library decided it could not
offer both complete digital access to the library and walk-in
service....
Helena (Mont.) Independent Record, Oct. 13; Montana State Library

Germany, Poland in tussle over
treasures

Some rare manuscripts in the Jagiellonian Library
in Kraków, Poland, have become the subject of a
bitter diplomatic debate between Poland and
Germany. The Germans claim these items—hidden
here during World War II—are legally and morally
part of their national patrimony and should be
returned. Poland insists Germany forfeited any
legal and moral claim to the collection long ago. Polish President Lech
Kaczynski bluntly said last month that the collection would not be
returned....
Chicago Tribune, Oct. 14

San Franciscans contribute to library’s gay archive

Dozens of men and women brought their photo collections and
stories to San Francisco Public Library’s Eureka Valley/Harvey Milk
Memorial branch October 14 to contribute to SFPL’s gay archive. The
one-day blitz to gather photos brought together 28 volunteers and
more than 50 donors. Two photographers worked in a back room
taking pictures of the images, which will become a part of the
library’s collections....
San Francisco Chronicle, Oct. 15

Antigay activist jailed after library row

A campaigner against gay rights was locked in a police cell for eight
hours after he refused to be served by a gay staffer at the Leigh
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so.” Check to see if
the group has secured
Public Performance
Rights to show the
movie, which are
available from such
companies as the
Motion Picture
Licensing Corporation
and Movie Licensing
USA. If you still need
clarification, please do
not hesitate to contact
ALA’s Copyright
Specialist, Carrie
Russell. See the ALA
Professional Tips wiki
for more....

@ The ALA Librarian
welcomes your
questions.

From the
CentenniAL
Blog

Enter: AACR2. Greg
Landgraf writes: “The
development of
Resource Description
and Access, the
planned replacement
for Anglo-American
Cataloguing Rules,
Second Edition
anticipated for a 2009
release, has not been
without controversy,
as AL Associate Editor
Dan Kraus detailed in
an October 2007
report (p. 66–67). It’s
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Library in Greater Manchester, England. Devout Christian Joe
Fairclough, 58, describes homosexuality as “a sin.” Now he has been
banned from the library after telling a gay employee he wanted to be
served by someone else because he was opposed to same-sex
marriage....
Manchester (U.K.) Evening News, Oct. 16

The photo detectives

Forensic genealogist Maureen Taylor has dated a
photograph to 1913 by studying the size and
shape of a Lion touring car’s headlamps. Armed
with her collection of 19th-century fashion
magazines, she can pinpoint the brief period when
Victorian women wore their bangs in tight curls
rather than swept back. Using a technique borrowed from the CIA,
she identified a photo of Jesse James by examining the shape of his
right ear....
Wall Street Journal, Oct. 12

Toronto library branches to reopen Sundays

Sunday hours will resume October 28 at 16 Toronto (Ont.) Public
Library branches—recent casualties of a cost-cutting push by the city
—the library board decided unanimously October 15. The decision
came after an arbitrator ruled that union employees would have to
be paid anyway for the hours lost. With an eye to city council’s
crucial vote on new taxes October 22, the board also “strongly”
urged councilors to approve new revenues to invest in the 99-branch
system.....
Toronto Globe and Mail, Oct. 16; CTV Toronto, Oct. 16

Safety concerns close Salem
State College library

Salem (Mass.) State College shut down its
library October 15 after an engineering report
raised concerns about the structural safety of
a fourth-floor balcony. President Patricia
Meservey made the unexpected decision after
getting a report earlier in the day from state
engineers doing a study on planned renovations there. Engineers are
concerned about the “load-bearing level” of the building, which will
be closed for several weeks....

perhaps not
surprising that the
adoption of AACR2
wasn’t without its
strains as well. The
controversy first hit
AL’s pages in the May
1978 issue, in in a
brief “before the table
of contents” wrap-up.
The ‘Page One’
department reported
that OCLC Director
Fred Kilgour had
announced resistance
(p. 254). And, at an
August 3 summit at
ALA Headquarters
(Sept., p. 450), 21
representatives of
several library
organizations
(including ARL, the
Council on
Computerized Library
Networks, the Council
on Library Resources,
and the National
Library of Medicine)
unanimously passed a
resolution urging LC
to delay AACR2’s
adoption by a year—
an action LC did,
indeed, take.”...
Read the CentenniAL
Blog for more....

Salem (Mass.) News, Oct. 16–17

Now you can relive the Knights
Templar heresy trial

The Knights Templar, the medieval Christian
military order accused of heresy and sexual
misconduct, will soon be partially rehabilitated
when the Vatican publishes trial documents it
had closely guarded for 700 years. A
reproduction of the minutes of trials against the Templars, Processus
Contra Templarios: Papal Inquiry into the Trial of the Templars, has a
5,900-euro ($8,364 U.S.) price tag. Only 799 copies will be put on
sale October 25, according to the Scrinium publishing house....
Reuters, Oct. 11

Historic Virgin Islands library
to be renovated
The Elaine Ione Sprauve Library and
Museum, one of the first substantial
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Calendar
Online Exhibits
British Library:
Turning the Pages
exhibits include the
Lisbon Hebrew Bible,
Baybars’ magnificent
Qur’an, and a 1700
Bible from Ethiopia.
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structures on St. John in the U.S. Virgin
Islands, will be closed for up to four
months while the building is renovated in
early 2008. Dating from the mid-18th century, the historic library will
be completely refurbished under the direction of the Historic
Preservation Commission....
St. John (U.S.V.I.) Tradewinds, Oct. 15

Tech Talk
The clock is ticking for Joost

Erik Schonfeld writes: “Full-screen, broadcastquality video streams—the main selling point of
Joost’s peer-to-peer Internet TV client software
—is quickly coming to the Web. Brightcove will soon be offering such
streams to its video publishers using BitTorrent DNA. But the real
threat to Joost will be coming from Adobe and its ubiquitous Flash
player.”...
TechCrunch, Oct. 12

Dying DRM means more freedom for music fans

Eliot Van Buskirk writes: “Tech pundits and music columnists have
predicted for years that digital rights management would die, record
labels would crumble, and artists would sell music directly to fans.
Now those predictions are beginning to come true, and music fans
are the direct beneficiaries. Software developers will be freed to
focus on ways of making entire music libraries available. Essentially,
DRM could give way to DIY, with users maintaining, streaming, and
sharing their own music catalogs.”...
Wired Listening Post, Oct. 15

Control avatars with your
brain

Researchers from the Biomedical
Engineering Laboratory at Keio
University in Tokyo have developed a
brain-computer interface that enables
users to control the movements of
Second Life avatars without moving a muscle. The device consists of
a headset containing electrodes that monitor electrical activity in the
motor cortex, the region of the brain involved in planning, executing,
and controlling movements. This video (2:23) has a demo....
Neurophilosophy blog, Oct. 12; YouTube, Oct. 12

Apple’s Leopard goes on sale October 26

After much speculation, Apple has confirmed that the next version of
its Mac OS X operating system, “Leopard,” will hit stores October 26.
The system is set to cost $129 for a single-user license and $199 for
a five-user Family Pack license. Some of the new features are
summarized here and here....
C|Net News.com, Oct. 16; Engadget, Oct. 16; Apple

Governance matters

Andrew Pace writes: “As a lover of words and
phrases, I am intrigued by what I would call
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Cornell University
Library: “Lafayette:
Citizen of Two Worlds.”
Indiana University,
Lilly Library: “The
World Awheel: Early
Cycling Books at the
Lilly Library.”
Library of Congress:
“A Century of
Creativity: The
MacDowell Colony,
1907–2000,” an
artistic community
founded by American
composer Edward
MacDowell and his wife
Marian.
National Library of
Ireland: “The 1916
Uprising: Personalities
and Perspectives.”
Rosenbach Museum
and Library,
Philadelphia: “Ruffs,
Ribbons, Collars, and
Cravats: A Brief
History of Neckwear as
Illustrated by the
Rosenbach Collection
of Portrait Miniatures.”
Saint Louis
University, Pius XII
Memorial Library:
“Facsimiles of
Manuscripts
Illuminated in the
British Isles,” a
companion to a
physical exhibit on
display through
October 31.
University of Arizona
Library: “The Bisbee
Deportation of 1917,”
“Cowboy Songs and
Singers,” “Don Antonio
Zepeda: A Story of
Four Generations,”
“Mission Churches of
the Sonoran Desert,”
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lots of pre-meme activity—the use (and often
over- and misuse) of words that become part of the growing library
lexicon. Recent examples include: seamless, disintermediation, open,
and the like. Currently, there are three words that strike my fancy—
work flow, life cycle, and governance. Mostly, I’ve been thinking
about governance.”...
Hectic Pace, Oct. 16

Hard drives are getting bigger

Multimedia stockpilers need not worry about laptops,
digital video recorders, or portable music players
hitting a storage capacity ceiling any time soon. Hitachi
says its researchers have successfully shrunken a key
component in hard drives to a nanoscale that will pave
the way for quadrupling today’s storage limits to 4
terabytes for desktop computers and 1 terabyte on
laptops in 2011. A terabyte can hold the text of
roughly 1 million books, 250 hours of high-definition video, or a
quarter million songs....
San Jose Mercury News, Oct. 15

Search free apps

More than 600 free software applications can be located through this
search engine site. The services range from free online backup to
free voice mail, spyware, audio format conversions, and international
calls....
Search Free Apps

A history of digital news

Poynter Institute Library Director David
Shedden traces the history of digital news
across the map of his own media
consumption, from 1969—when the New
York Times started archiving electronic
abstracts of their stories and the BBC tested
a new interactive media format called
Videotex—to the present, with a timeline that tracks the benchmarks
of new media and online journalism....
Poynter Online, Oct. 15

Actions & Answers
The nation’s reading report card, 2007
The National Center for Education Statistics’
national report card shows that reading skills are
improving for both 4th- and 8th-graders,
particularly among lower- and middle-performing
students. Many student groups made gains in both
grades; however, the gains were not always
accompanied by significant closing of racial/ethnic
and gender gaps. The test scores further confirm
the need for a library in every school staffed by a
state-certified school library media specialist....
National Center for Education Statistics, Sept. 25

Voters urge teaching of 21st-century skills
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and others.
University of
California, San
Francisco, features its
Japanese Woodblock
Print Collection online.
The prints provide a
window into traditional
Japanese attitudes
toward illness, the
human body, women,
religion, and the West.
University of
Chicago: “Speculum
Romanae
Magnificentiae,” a
collection of engravings
of Rome and Roman
antiquities, the core of
which consists of prints
published by Antonio
Lafreri and gathered
under a title page he
printed in the mid1570s.
University of
Delaware: “The
Animal Kingdom: Six
Centuries of Zoological
Illustration.”
University of
Pennsylvania: “A
Chef and His Library,”
“Subscription
Publishing in America,”
“Bibliotheca
Schoenbergensis,”
“Musical Treasures in
the Penn Library,” and
others.

@ More...
Contact Us

American Libraries
Direct
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In yet another sign that momentum is building for the teaching of
so-called “21st-century skills” in the nation’s classrooms, results of a
new poll indicate that voters overwhelmingly agree: The skills
students need to succeed in today’s workplace are notably different
from what they needed 20 years ago. The Partnership for 21st
Century Skills, which commissioned the survey, released its findings
October 10. A full 88% believe schools should incorporate critical
thinking and problem solving, communication and self-direction, and
computer and technology skills into the curriculum....
eSchool News, Oct. 15

Teens and online stranger contact

A new report (PDF file) by the Pew Internet and American Life
Project suggests that 32% of teens who go online have been
contacted by someone with no connection to them or their friends,
and 7% say they have felt scared or uncomfortable as a result of
contact by an online stranger. Several behaviors are associated with
high levels of online stranger contact, including social networking
profile ownership, posting photos online, and using social networking
sites to flirt....
Pew Internet and American Life Project, Oct. 14

Fair use confusion threatens media
literacy

In too many classrooms across the country,
sweaty palms and the fears associated with a call
to the principal’s office aren’t just student
afflictions: Educators, especially those who teach
media literacy, are experiencing a collective
anxiety about what is legal and what is not when
using digital images and recordings in their
lessons, according to a new report (PDF file) by the American
University Center for Social Media. The educational goals of
cultivating critical thinking and communication skills are compromised
by unnecessary restrictions and a lack of understanding about
copyright law....
eSchool News, Oct. 9

UNESCO and LC to work on World
Digital Library

UNESCO and the Library of Congress will join
forces to build a World Digital Library, following
the signing of an agreement by Abdul Waheed
Khan, UNESCO’s assistant director-general for
communication and information, and Librarian of
Congress James H. Billington, at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris
October 17. The World Digital Library initiative will digitize unique
and rare materials from libraries and other cultural institutions
around the world and make them available free of charge on the
internet....
UNESCO, Oct. 17

Young librarians, talkin’ ’bout their generation
(subscription required)

This month The Chronicle of Higher Education contacted eight
librarians under 40 and asked them a series of questions about the
future of their profession, including: What will happen to the book?
How will battles over copyright play out? What do you love and hate
about librarianship? This is what they said....
Chronicle of Higher Education, Oct. 19
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Library student is finalist for
$10,000 blogging scholarship

Karin Dalziel, an LIS student at the
University of Missouri–Columbia, is one
of 20 finalists for College
Scholarship.org’s 2nd annual blogging scholarship, which features an
award of $10,000 to help pay for books and tuition. Dalziel was
selected from hundreds of applicants and is the only library blogger
in the group. The public can cast a vote for any of the finalists before
midnight Pacific time, October 28....
College Scholarships.org

Arizona marks its centennial as a depository

This year, the University of Arizona and other land-grant institutions
are celebrating a milestone: 100 years of the federal government’s
decision to make them government document depositories. In 2003,
UA became the pilot site for a virtual depository model, a web-based
collection of documents produced by federal agencies. Called the
Arizona Project, the library has about 95% of the documents it is
responsible for online....
University of Arizona, Oct. 15

County cooperation allows Yolo libraries to go
wireless

Thanks to a joint venture among the Yolo County, California,
departments of the sheriff-coroner, information technology, and the
library, all county library branches can offer their patrons free Wi-Fi
internet access. The effort was prompted by a request from the
sheriff-coroner to have wireless internet access for all his deputies
who work in remote areas of the county....
Yolo County (Calif.) Administration, Oct. 11

Scanning robot digitizes
Bavarian books

The Bavarian State Library in Munich,
Germany, is using a robot to scan its
rare books and store more than 7.5
million pages. The device, which uses
gentle suction and a puff of air to turn
the pages, will work until 2009,
digitizing 37,000 German-language books published between 1518
and 1600. The robot, designed by the Treventus company of Vienna,
won a European Union innovation award earlier this year at the
CeBIT computing trade fair in Germany (watch the video)....
Deutsche Presse-Agentur, Oct. 16; Treventus Mechatronics

SLA to offer KM certificates through Click U

The Special Libraries Association will offer its members an
opportunity to earn a knowledge management certificate through
Click University, an online learning system for postgraduate,
practicing librarians and information professionals. KM courses will
begin in 2008 and will be appropriate for seasoned KM professionals
as well as LIS professionals who are not currently performing a KM
function....
Special Libraries Association, Oct. 12

For Teen Read Week: John
Green’s home library

To celebrate Teen Read Week, author
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John Green takes his brother Hank on
the full tour of the Green family’s
nerdtastically cataloged home library.
As John says: “Read! Why are you
watching CSI: Miami when you could be
reading CSI: Miami the novelization?
”...
YouTube, Oct. 16

NLM citation style for blogs

The National Library of Medicine Style Guide for Authors, Editors, and
Publishers offers some help (with plentiful examples) on citing blogs
in a biomed journal: “Look at the opening screen(s), the bottom or
closing screens, sidebar, and the source code (viewable through the
Web browser), in that order, for authoritative information to use in
citing a blog.”...
National Library of Medicine, Citing Medicine

Librarian accessories

Online e-commerce site Cafépress has more than
5,000 library- or librarian-related gifts for sale,
courtesy of their independent sellers. Searching the
site by keyword brings up all sorts of T-shirt and
mug gift possibilities, as well as numerous apt
aphorisms to share with colleagues or patrons....
Cafepress.com
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U.S. & World News
=====================================================================================
========================================
Alleged terrorist says FBI violated library privacy policy
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/october2007/chestatee.cfm]
A Pakistani man charged with conspiring to provide material support to terrorists claims that the FBI obtained evidence
against him illegally when an agent went into the Chestatee Regional Library in Dawsonville, Georgia, to record his
activities at a library computer on March 21, 2006, two days before his arrest. Jack Martin, an attorney for Syed Haris
Ahmed, an engineering student at Georgia Institute of Technology at the time, filed a motion in U.S. District Court for
the
Northern District of Georgia alleging that an FBI agent followed his client into the library and viewed the browser
history
function to find out what websites and email addresses he had been accessing....
Broadband Census Act drains power from telecoms
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/october2007/broadbandact.cfm]
The Telecommunications and Internet Subcommittee of the House Energy and Commerce Committee unanimously
approved October 10
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the Broadband Census of America Act of 2007 (PDF file [http://www.benton.org/benton_files/BBCEN.pdf]), which
promotes the
further development of nationwide broadband services by improving collection of data and mapping. Under the bill,
the FCC
would use a consumer survey to gather pricing and service information rather than rely on telecommunications
companies for
data....
Prop 2 1/2 maims another Massachusetts library
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/october2007/bridegwatermass.cfm]
Beginning the week of October 15, the Bridgewater (Mass.) Public Library will be open only 15 hours per week due to
the
halving of its operating budget. The establishment of the skeleton schedule comes hard on the heels of the narrow
defeat
September 8 of a $2-million override of the state&rsquo;s Proposition 2 1/2 property-tax cap, passage of which would
have
closed the town&rsquo;s FY2008 budget gap. Still, keeping the doors open at all is a great improvement over closing
the
library altogether....
Chicago mayor proposes tax hike to support libraries
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/october2007/daleytax.cfm]
On October 10, Chicago Mayor Richard J. Daley proposed a $108-million property tax increase—among the largest in
city
history&mdash;that would augment funding for library operations and possibly allow the construction of new
facilities. The
15% hike faces opposition from members of the city council because of a state bill to cap property assessments....
Vancouver library union rejects settlement
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/october2007/vancouverstrike.cfm]
Striking library workers at Vancouver (B.C.) Public Library overwhelmingly rejected October 9 a mediator&rsquo;s
proposal
to end their 12-week-long strike. The 775 members of CUPE Local 391 voted 78% against the proposal. The deal
would have
included a 17.5% wage increase over five years, a $1,000 signing bonus, and a wage reclassification, equivalent to an
additional 4% raise, for about 300 library workers. The union said that the proposal did not address its pay-equity
concerns. The union went into meetings with the city to hammer out a contract October 16, according to the
Vancouver
Province [http://www.canada.com/theprovince/news/story.html?id=6ae2e58d-ec09-426e-a77ad2e527abf58a&k=24054]....

ALA News
=====================================================================================
========================================
Idearc Media volunteers and ALA help fix up DC&#8217;s central library
[http://www.ala.org/ala/cro/projectsandactivities/idearcala.htm]
On October 4–5, more than 75 employees of the publishing company Idearc Media pitched in to update the Black
Studies
Division of the District of Columbia Public Library’s Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library. The employees
installed new
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furniture, updated bulletin boards, and cleaned and reorganized the collection. ALA worked with the library to spend
$20,000 in contributions from Idearc Media on new tables and chairs, as well as shelf panels portraying prominent
African
Americans....
National survey of internet use in public libraries [http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/inet07.htm]
ALA encourages public libraries to participate in the 2007–2008 national survey [http://survey.pnmi.com/] on Public
Library
Funding and Technology Access. The survey provides an opportunity for libraries to share information on computer
and
internet resources and infrastructure, as well as funding, technology training, and other uses of public libraries, such as
providing public-access technology centers in their communities. The deadline is November 25....
New Emerging Leader participants [http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/elp07.htm]
ALA has selected the librarians (PDF file
[http://wikis.ala.org/emergingleaders/images/8/87/Emerging_Leaders_2008_Participants.pdf]) who will participate in
the
Emerging Leaders 2008 program. An initiative of ALA Immediate Past President Leslie Burger, the EL program will
enable 124
librarians to participate in problem-solving workgroups, network with peers, gain an inside look into ALA structure,
and
have an opportunity to serve the profession in a leadership capacity....

AL Focus
=====================================================================================
========================================
Solve the short pencil mystery [http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/short-pencil-saga]
In case you missed it a couple weeks ago, check out The Short Pencil Saga, now brought to you by AL Focus. Short
pencils: a
library fixture you probably take for granted. But not any more! Using archival footage from the Prelinger Archives,
Nick
“March of the Librarians” Baker’s latest comedic offering (2:30) delves into the stubby writing implement’s exciting
history: &ldquo;It all began thousands of years ago.”...

Booklist Online
=====================================================================================
========================================
Featured review: Books for youth [http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=2190641]
Freedman, Russell. Who Was First? Oct. 2007. 88p. Clarion, hardcover (978-0-618-66391-0). Grades 6–9.
This well-designed, clearly written book looks at various ideas about the discovery of the Americas, including the
famous
voyages of Columbus in 1492, the claims that 15th-century Chinese explorer Zheng He may have sailed to the
Americas, and
the now-documented settlement of Vikings in Newfoundland around the year 1000. Next, the discussion turns to
Native
Americans, from ancient civilizations to the diverse societies that were here shortly before European contact. Beyond
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the
very readable presentation of facts and theories, the book&rsquo;s main accomplishment is in showing that history is
not a
static body of knowledge, but an evolving process of logically interpreted evidence continually questioned, disputed,
and
revised in the light of new discoveries....
@ Visit Booklist Online [http://www.booklistonline.com] for other reviews and much more....

Philadelphia Update
=====================================================================================
========================================
Getting the most out of the exhibits
[http://wikis.ala.org/midwinter2008/index.php/Getting_the_Most_Out_of_the_Exhibits]
Make sure you maximize your Midwinter exhibits experience by following these helpful tips, such as visiting the
exhibit
hall early during the conference before vendor giveaways run low....
Official visitor&#8217;s guide [http://e-ditionsbyfry.com/ActiveMagazine/welcome/ovg/ovg070901.html]
Start planning your Midwinter cultural and recreational activities with the official visitor’s guide to Philadelphia. The
current edition has articles on the Independence Visitor Center, tours, shopping, restaurants, entertainment, lodging,
sports, colleges, maps, and transportation. As the editors note, “This city of neighborhoods is full of cultural, culinary,
artistic, and ethnic treasures—a place where you can be forever independent.”...
Learn how to throw a wine-tasting party [http://www.vinology.com/index.php?pg=3]
There are still a few tickets left for the Wine School of Philadelphia’s January 12 evening class on “How to Throw a
Wine-Tasting Party,” held at the school at 2006-2008 Fairmount Avenue. An instructor will discuss the basics of
pairing
wine and food, how to spend your wine budget intelligently, and what to do to ensure your next gathering is as
magical as
you want it to be....
Wine School of Philadelphia

Division News
=====================================================================================
========================================
Libraries are a teen oasis [http://www.ilovelibraries.org/news/topstories/trw.cfm]
Megan P. Fink mentions a few methods that libraries and authors are using to get teens to LOL during YALSA’s Teen
Read
Week, October 14–20: “Whether having a Guitar Hero tournament like the Austin (Tex.) Public Library, or hosting an
author
visit with Particia McCormick at the Columbus (Ohio) Metropolitan Library, teens should consider the library their
destination for hilarity.”...
I Love Libraries
AASL launches collaboration with PBS [http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/PBS07.htm]
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AASL is collaborating with the Public Broadcasting Service to feature select articles from Knowledge Quest, the
division’s
official journal, on the PBS Teachers [http://www.pbs.org/teachers/] website. Starting with the September/October
2008
issue, one article will be featured as a part of PBS’s selection of resources for school library media specialists and
technology integration specialists....
AASL Store offers new books in Reno [http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/reno07.htm]
If you are attending the 13th AASL National Conference in Reno, Nevada, October 25–28, you will get the chance to
look at
several new publications for sale at the AASL Store. Among them are Standards for the 21st-Century Learner;
Collaboration,
edited by Patricia Montiel-Overall and Donald C. Adcock; and Assessing Student Learning in the School Library
Media Center,
edited by Anita L. Vance with Robbie Nickel....

Round Table News
=====================================================================================
========================================
Librarians in Spandex: A conversation with Roger Klorese [http://isd.usc.edu/~trimmer/glbtrt/Fall07.pdf] (PDF file)
The Fall 2007 newsletter of the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgendered Round Table has an interview with Roger
Klorese,
the president of Prism Comics, which publishes GLBT-themed graphic novels. Klorese says: “Our biggest annual
activity, and
the one that really got the ball rolling, is Prism Comics: Your LGBT Guide to Comics. It’s published annually, and
delivers
everything from a timeline of LGBT milestones in comics during the previous year to reviews to interviews to humor
pieces
to original comics work.”...
GLBTRT Newsletter 19, no. 3 (Fall 2007): 6–7

Awards
=====================================================================================
========================================
St. Charles branch takes Depository Library of the Year honor [http://www.gpo.gov/news/2007/07news27.pdf] (PDF
file)
The U.S. Government Printing Office has selected the Middendorf-Kredell branch of the St. Charles (Mo.) CityCounty Library
as 2007 Federal Depository Library of the Year. Public Printer Robert C. Tapella presented the award October 15 to
library
officials at the annual Fall Federal Depository Library Conference in Washington, D.C....
Government Printing Office, Oct. 16
ALA recognition awards and grants [http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/nom07.htm]
Nominations are sought for 17 ALA recognition awards and grants for 2008. The deadline to apply for most of them is
December 1....
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/october/101707.txt[7/17/2014 1:08:25 PM]

Deadline approaching for Carnegie-Whitney grant
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/CWgrant07.htm]
The ALA Publishing Committee provides a grant of up to $5,000 for the preparation of print or electronic reading lists,
indexes, or other guides to library resources that promote reading or the use of library resources at any type of library.
Applications [http://www.ala.org/ala/ourassociation/publishing/alapubawrds/carnegiewhitney.htm] must be received by
November 5....
WNBA Eastman Grant applications are due [http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/wnba07.htm]
The Women’s National Book Association sponsors the WNBA Eastman Grant, which is available for librarians who
are interested
in learning about the relationship between the library and publishing professions. The WNBA offers a grant of up to
$750
for a librarian to take a course or participate in an institute devoted to aspects of publishing as a profession.
Applications [http://www.ala.org/ala/ourassociation/publishing/alapubawrds/wnbaannheidbreder.htm] must be received
by
November 1....
award nominations [http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/hitech07.htm]
Nominations are being accepted for the 2008 LITA/Library Hi Tech Award, given each year to an individual or
institution for
outstanding achievement in communication for continuing education in library and information technology. The award
includes
a citation of merit and a $1,000 stipend provided by Emerald Press, publishers of Library Hi Tech. The deadline is
December
31....
Call for nominations for ASCLA awards [http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/ascla07.htm]
ASCLA is now accepting nominations for its 2008 awards program. The ASCLA awards recognize outstanding
achievements in
networking, enrichment, and educational opportunities and service by library agencies, libraries serving special
populations, multitype library organizations, and independent librarians. The deadline is December 15....
Vavrek recognized for work with rural libraries [http://news.clarion.edu/News/308.html]
Bernard Vavrek, chair of the library science department at Clarion University of Pennsylvania, received an award for
his
contributions to rural library services from the Association for Rural and Small Libraries at its national conference
held
in Columbus, Ohio, in September. Vavrek directs the Center for the Study of Rural Librarianship at Clarion....
Clarion University, Oct. 11
New Jersey State Library initiative wins Innovation Award [http://www.njstatelib.org/News/news_item.php?
item_id=817]
A project developed by the New Jersey State Library that has spurred economic growth and saved millions of dollars
for
hundreds of small startup companies in New Jersey—the New Jersey Knowledge Initiative [http://www.njki.org/]—
was recently
honored with an Innovation Award from the Council of State Governments. The NJKI offers free, unlimited access to
expensive
proprietary information resources....
New Jersey State Library, Oct. 10
Libraries Love Romance winners
[http://www.rwanational.org/cs/contests_and_awards/libraries_love_romance_contest_winners]
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Romance Writers of America&rsquo;s first &ldquo;Libraries Love Romance&rdquo; contest asked librarians to
demonstrate the
role romance fiction plays in their library. The Memphis (Tenn.) Public Library and Information Center won first place
in
Division 1 for the library&rsquo;s support of the romance genre through its Book Club Conference and Book Talk
radio
program. The Wayne (N.J.) Public Library won Division 2 for continued, overwhelming focus on its romance fiction
collection
and romance authors through displays and promotions....
Romance Writers of America, Oct. 17
Indiana state senator honored as library supporter [http://www.indystar.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?
AID=2007710110332]
The Indiana Library Federation has honored Sen. Beverly Gard (R-Greenfield) with its 2007 Legislator of the Year
Award.
Gard has sponsored numerous bills aimed at benefiting libraries, including a law that allows libraries to use county
economic development income tax funds for the extension of services....
Indianapolis Star, Oct. 11
Anne Enright wins the Booker [http://www.telegraph.co.uk/arts/main.jhtml?xml=/arts/2007/10/17/nbooker117.xml]
A desperately bleak Irish family saga featuring a suicide and sexual abuse that has sold barely 3,000 copies in the U.K.
in
five months emerged as the surprise winner of the £50,000 Man Booker Prize for Fiction. Anne Enright has been
named the
winner for her novel The Gathering, published by Jonathan Cape in the U.K and Grove Press/Black Cat in the U.S....
The Telegraph (U.K.), Oct. 16
=====================================================================================
========================================
[http://americanlibrariesbuyersguide.com]
=====================================================================================
========================================

Seen Online
=====================================================================================
========================================
Montana State Library goes exclusively digital [http://www.helenair.com/articles/2007/10/13/helena/a011013_04.txt]
The Montana State Library in Helena plans [http://msl.state.mt.us/news/dltp.asp] to close its doors at the start of the
year and will instead offer its resources online. The library, open since the 1920s and the main repository for state
documents, says very little will be lost in the transition, although certain services such as walk-in access to newspapers
will be gone. State Librarian Darlene Staffeldt said the library decided it could not offer both complete digital access to
the library and walk-in service....
Helena (Mont.) Independent Record, Oct. 13; Montana State Library
Germany, Poland in tussle over treasures
[http://www.chicagotribune.com/services/newspaper/printedition/sunday/chi-poland_bdoct14,0,5258258.story]
Some rare manuscripts in the Jagiellonian Library in Kraków, Poland, have become the subject of a bitter diplomatic
debate
between Poland and Germany. The Germans claim these items—hidden here during World War II—are legally and
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/october/101707.txt[7/17/2014 1:08:25 PM]

morally part of
their national patrimony and should be returned. Poland insists Germany forfeited any legal and moral claim to the
collection long ago. Polish President Lech Kaczynski bluntly said last month that the collection would not be
returned....
Chicago Tribune, Oct. 14
San Franciscans contribute to library&#8217;s gay archive
[http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2007/10/15/BA9SSQ023.DTL]
Dozens of men and women brought their photo collections and stories to San Francisco Public Library’s Eureka
Valley/Harvey
Milk Memorial branch October 14 to contribute to SFPL’s gay archive. The one-day blitz to gather photos brought
together 28
volunteers and more than 50 donors. Two photographers worked in a back room taking pictures of the images, which
will
become a part of the library’s collections....
San Francisco Chronicle, Oct. 15
Antigay activist jailed after library row
[http://www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/s/1019871_man_jailed_in_antigay_row]
A campaigner against gay rights was locked in a police cell for eight hours after he refused to be served by a gay
staffer
at the Leigh Library in Greater Manchester, England. Devout Christian Joe Fairclough, 58, describes homosexuality as
“a
sin.” Now he has been banned from the library after telling a gay employee he wanted to be served by someone else
because
he was opposed to same-sex marriage....
Manchester (U.K.) Evening News, Oct. 16
The photo detectives [http://online.wsj.com/article/SB119214969916756801.html?mod=hpp_us_leisure]
Forensic genealogist Maureen Taylor [http://photodetective.blogspot.com/] has dated a photograph to 1913 by studying
the
size and shape of a Lion touring car’s headlamps. Armed with her collection of 19th-century fashion magazines, she
can
pinpoint the brief period when Victorian women wore their bangs in tight curls rather than swept back. Using a
technique
borrowed from the CIA, she identified a photo of Jesse James by examining the shape of his right ear....
Wall Street Journal, Oct. 12
Toronto library branches to reopen Sundays
[http://www.theglobeandmail.com/servlet/story/RTGAM.20071016.wcouncil16/BNStory/National/]
Sunday hours will resume October 28 at 16 Toronto (Ont.) Public Library branches—recent casualties of a cost-cutting
push
by the city—the library board decided unanimously October 15. The decision came after an arbitrator ruled
[http://toronto.ctv.ca/servlet/an/local/CTVNews/20071016/library_arbitrator_071016/20071016] that union employees
would
have to be paid anyway for the hours lost. With an eye to city council’s crucial vote on new taxes October 22, the
board
also “strongly” urged councilors to approve new revenues to invest in the 99-branch system.....
Toronto Globe and Mail, Oct. 16; CTV Toronto, Oct. 16
Safety concerns close Salem State College library [http://www.salemnews.com/punews/local_story_290094051]
Salem (Mass.) State College shut down its library October 15 after an engineering report raised concerns about the
structural safety of a fourth-floor balcony. President Patricia Meservey made the unexpected decision after getting a
report earlier in the day from state engineers doing a study on planned renovations there. Engineers are concerned
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about
the “load-bearing level” of the building, which will be closed for several weeks....
Salem (Mass.) News, Oct. 16–17
Now you can relive the Knights Templar heresy trial
[http://news.yahoo.com/s/nm/20071012/od_uk_nm/oukoe_uk_vatican_templars;_ylt=AmeLK56sbnHjpEMlZxOPx57q1
88F]
The Knights Templar, the medieval Christian military order accused of heresy and sexual misconduct, will soon be
partially
rehabilitated when the Vatican publishes trial documents it had closely guarded for 700 years. A reproduction of the
minutes of trials against the Templars, Processus Contra Templarios: Papal Inquiry into the Trial of the Templars, has
a
5,900-euro ($8,364 U.S.) price tag. Only 799 copies will be put on sale October 25, according to the Scrinium
[http://www.scrinium.org/scrinium/index.php?idLingua=2] publishing house....
Reuters, Oct. 11
Historic Virgin Islands library to be renovated
[http://www.stjohntradewindsnews.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1940&Itemid=1]
The Elaine Ione Sprauve Library and Museum, one of the first substantial structures on St. John in the U.S. Virgin
Islands,
will be closed for up to four months while the building is renovated in early 2008. Dating from the mid-18th century,
the
historic library will be completely refurbished under the direction of the Historic Preservation Commission....
St. John (U.S.V.I.) Tradewinds, Oct. 15

Tech Talk
=====================================================================================
========================================
The clock is ticking for Joost [http://www.techcrunch.com/2007/10/12/the-clock-is-ticking-for-joost/]
Erik Schonfeld writes: “Full-screen, broadcast-quality video streams&mdash;the main selling point of Joost&rsquo;s
peer-to-peer Internet TV client software&mdash;is quickly coming to the Web. Brightcove will soon be offering such
streams
to its video publishers using BitTorrent DNA
[http://www.techcrunch.com/2007/10/09/bittorrent-dna-torrenting-no-longer-a-dirty-word/]. But the real threat to
Joost will
be coming from Adobe and its ubiquitous Flash player.”...
TechCrunch, Oct. 12
Dying DRM means more freedom for music fans
[http://www.wired.com/entertainment/music/commentary/listeningpost/2007/10/listeningpost_1015]
Eliot Van Buskirk writes: “Tech pundits and music columnists have predicted for years that digital rights management
would
die, record labels would crumble, and artists would sell music directly to fans. Now those predictions are beginning to
come true, and music fans are the direct beneficiaries. Software developers will be freed to focus on ways of making
entire
music libraries available. Essentially, DRM could give way to DIY, with users maintaining, streaming, and sharing
their own
music catalogs.”...
Wired Listening Post, Oct. 15
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Control avatars with your brain
[http://scienceblogs.com/neurophilosophy/2007/10/braincomputer_interface_for_co.php]
Researchers from the Biomedical Engineering Laboratory at Keio University in Tokyo have developed a braincomputer
interface that enables users to control the movements of Second Life avatars without moving a muscle. The device
consists
of a headset containing electrodes that monitor electrical activity in the motor cortex, the region of the brain involved
in planning, executing, and controlling movements. This video [http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KhCBZcq58c0]
(2:23) has a
demo....
Neurophilosophy blog, Oct. 12; YouTube, Oct. 12
Apple&#8217;s Leopard goes on sale October 26 [http://www.news.com/8301-10784_3-9798013-7.html]
After much speculation, Apple has confirmed that the next version of its Mac OS X operating system, “Leopard,” will
hit
stores October 26. The system is set to cost $129 for a single-user license and $199 for a five-user Family Pack
license.
Some of the new features are summarized here
[http://www.engadget.com/2007/10/16/leopard-final-features-and-further-upgrade-details/] and here
[http://www.apple.com/macosx/features/300.html]....
C|Net News.com, Oct. 16; Engadget, Oct. 16; Apple
Governance matters [http://blogs.ala.org/pace.php?title=governance_matters&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1]
Andrew Pace writes: “As a lover of words and phrases, I am intrigued by what I would call lots of pre-meme activity
—the use
(and often over- and misuse) of words that become part of the growing library lexicon. Recent examples include:
seamless,
disintermediation, open, and the like. Currently, there are three words that strike my fancy—work flow, life cycle, and
governance. Mostly, I’ve been thinking about governance.”...
Hectic Pace, Oct. 16
Hard drives are getting bigger [http://www.mercurynews.com/search/ci_7182899?IADID]
Multimedia stockpilers need not worry about laptops, digital video recorders, or portable music players hitting a
storage
capacity ceiling any time soon. Hitachi [http://www.hitachi.com/New/cnews/071015a.html] says its researchers have
successfully shrunken a key component in hard drives to a nanoscale that will pave the way for quadrupling today’s
storage
limits to 4 terabytes for desktop computers and 1 terabyte on laptops in 2011. A terabyte can hold the text of roughly 1
million books, 250 hours of high-definition video, or a quarter million songs....
San Jose Mercury News, Oct. 15
Search free apps [http://www.searchfreeapps.com/]
More than 600 free software applications can be located through this search engine site. The services range from free
online backup to free voice mail, spyware, audio format conversions, and international calls....
Search Free Apps
A history of digital news [http://www.poynteronline.org/column.asp?id=101&aid=125651]
Poynter Institute Library Director David Shedden traces the history of digital news across the map of his own media
consumption, from 1969—when the New York Times started archiving electronic abstracts of their stories and the
BBC tested a
new interactive media format called Videotex—to the present, with a timeline
[http://poynter.org/content/content_view.asp?id=75953] that tracks the benchmarks of new media and online
journalism....
Poynter Online, Oct. 15
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Actions & Answers
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The nation&#8217;s reading report card, 2007 [http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/pubs/main2007/2007496.asp]
The National Center for Education Statistics’ national report card shows that reading skills are improving for both 4thand 8th-graders, particularly among lower- and middle-performing students. Many student groups made gains in both
grades;
however, the gains were not always accompanied by significant closing of racial/ethnic and gender gaps. The test
scores
further confirm the need for a library in every school staffed by a state-certified school library media specialist
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/naep2007.htm]....
National Center for Education Statistics, Sept. 25
Voters urge teaching of 21st-century skills [http://www.eschoolnews.com/news/showstoryts.cfm?Articleid=7434]
In yet another sign that momentum is building for the teaching of so-called “21st-century skills” in the nation’s
classrooms, results of a new poll
[http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=369&Itemid=64] indicate that voters
overwhelmingly agree: The skills students need to succeed in today’s workplace are notably different from what they
needed
20 years ago. The Partnership for 21st Century Skills, which commissioned the survey, released its findings October
10. A
full 88% believe schools should incorporate critical thinking and problem solving, communication and self-direction,
and
computer and technology skills into the curriculum....
eSchool News, Oct. 15
Teens and online stranger contact [http://www.pewinternet.org/PPF/r/223/report_display.asp]
A new report (PDF file [http://www.pewinternet.org/pdfs/PIP_Stranger_Contact_Data_Memo.pdf]) by the Pew Internet
and
American Life Project suggests that 32% of teens who go online have been contacted by someone with no connection
to them or
their friends, and 7% say they have felt scared or uncomfortable as a result of contact by an online stranger. Several
behaviors are associated with high levels of online stranger contact, including social networking profile ownership,
posting photos online, and using social networking sites to flirt....
Pew Internet and American Life Project, Oct. 14
Fair use confusion threatens media literacy [http://www.eschoolnews.com/news/showStory.cfm?ArticleID=7430]
In too many classrooms across the country, sweaty palms and the fears associated with a call to the principal’s office
aren’t just student afflictions: Educators, especially those who teach media literacy, are experiencing a collective
anxiety about what is legal and what is not when using digital images and recordings in their lessons, according to a
new
report (PDF file [http://www.centerforsocialmedia.org/files/pdf/Final_CSM_copyright_report.pdf]) by the American
University
Center for Social Media. The educational goals of cultivating critical thinking and communication skills are
compromised by
unnecessary restrictions and a lack of understanding about copyright law....
eSchool News, Oct. 9
UNESCO and LC to work on World Digital Library
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[http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=40277&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html]
UNESCO and the Library of Congress will join forces to build a World Digital Library, following the signing of an
agreement
by Abdul Waheed Khan, UNESCO&rsquo;s assistant director-general for communication and information, and
Librarian of
Congress James H. Billington, at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris October 17. The World Digital Library initiative will
digitize unique and rare materials from libraries and other cultural institutions around the world and make them
available
free of charge on the internet....
UNESCO, Oct. 17
Young librarians, talkin&#8217; &#8217;bout their generation [http://chronicle.com/weekly/v54/i08/08a02801.htm]
(subscription required)
This month The Chronicle of Higher Education contacted eight librarians under 40 and asked them a series of
questions about
the future of their profession, including: What will happen to the book? How will battles over copyright play out?
What do
you love and hate about librarianship? This is what they said....
Chronicle of Higher Education, Oct. 19
Library student is finalist for $10,000 blogging scholarship
[http://www.collegescholarships.org/blog/2007/10/08/announcing-the-finalists-for-the-2007-blogging-scholarship/]
Karin Dalziel, an LIS student at the University of Missouri–Columbia, is one of 20 finalists for College
Scholarship.org’s
2nd annual blogging scholarship, [http://www.collegescholarships.org/our-scholarships/blogging.htm] which features
an award
of $10,000 to help pay for books and tuition. Dalziel was selected from hundreds of applicants and is the only library
blogger in the group. The public can cast a vote
[http://www.collegescholarships.org/blog/2007/10/08/vote-for-the-winner-of-the-2007-blogging-scholarship/] for any
of the
finalists before midnight Pacific time, October 28....
College Scholarships.org
Arizona marks its centennial as a depository [http://uanews.org/node/16407]
This year, the University of Arizona and other land-grant institutions are celebrating a milestone: 100 years of the
federal government’s decision to make them government document depositories. In 2003, UA became the pilot site for
a
virtual depository model, a web-based collection of documents produced by federal agencies. Called the Arizona
Project,
[http://www.library.arizona.edu/about/libraries/govdocs/gpoproject.html] the library has about 95% of the documents it
is
responsible for online....
University of Arizona, Oct. 15
County cooperation allows Yolo libraries to go wireless [http://www.yolocounty.org/docs/press/Library%20Wi-Fi.htm]
Thanks to a joint venture among the Yolo County, California, departments of the sheriff-coroner, information
technology,
and the library, all county library branches can offer their patrons free Wi-Fi internet access. The effort was prompted
by
a request from the sheriff-coroner to have wireless internet access for all his deputies who work in remote areas of the
county....
Yolo County (Calif.) Administration, Oct. 11
Scanning robot digitizes Bavarian books
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[http://www.digitaljournal.com/article/240448/Robot_reads_historic_books_at_top_German_library]
The Bavarian State Library in Munich, Germany, is using a robot to scan its rare books and store more than 7.5 million
pages. The device, which uses gentle suction and a puff of air to turn the pages, will work until 2009, digitizing 37,000
German-language books published between 1518 and 1600. The robot, designed by the Treventus company of Vienna,
won a
European Union innovation award earlier this year at the CeBIT computing trade fair in Germany (watch the video
[http://www.ict-prize.org/winners/galleries/2007/presentation_winner_418_463.html])....
Deutsche Presse-Agentur, Oct. 16; Treventus Mechatronics
SLA to offer KM certificates through Click U
[http://www.sla.org/content/SLA/pressroom/pressrelease/07pr/pr2720.cfm]
The Special Libraries Association will offer its members an opportunity to earn a knowledge management certificate
through
Click University, an online learning system for postgraduate, practicing librarians and information professionals. KM
courses will begin in 2008 and will be appropriate for seasoned KM professionals as well as LIS professionals who are
not
currently performing a KM function....
Special Libraries Association, Oct. 12
For Teen Read Week: John Green&#8217;s home library
[http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nPZSiAVVGDA&eurl=http%3A//www.brotherhood2.com/]
To celebrate Teen Read Week, author John Green takes his brother Hank on the full tour of the Green family’s
nerdtastically
cataloged home library. As John says: “Read! Why are you watching CSI: Miami when you could be reading CSI:
Miami the
novelization?”...
YouTube, Oct. 16
NLM citation style for blogs [http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/bv.fcgi?rid=citmed.section.61024]
The National Library of Medicine Style Guide for Authors, Editors, and Publishers offers some help (with plentiful
examples) on citing blogs in a biomed journal: “Look at the opening screen(s), the bottom or closing screens, sidebar,
and
the source code (viewable through the Web browser), in that order, for authoritative information to use in citing a
blog.”...
National Library of Medicine, Citing Medicine
Librarian accessories [http://www.cafepress.com/cp/search/poe/?i=16202292&q=library]
Online e-commerce site Cafépress has more than 5,000 library- or librarian-related gifts for sale, courtesy of their
independent sellers. Searching the site by keyword brings up all sorts of T-shirt and mug gift possibilities, as well as
numerous apt aphorisms to share with colleagues or patrons....
Cafepress.com

Ask the ALA Librarian
=====================================================================================
========================================
Q. There’s a community group that wants to show a movie to its members in one of the meeting rooms at the library.
Is this
legal?
A. As we mention in ALA Library Fact Sheet 7: Video and Copyright [http://www.ala.org/library/fact7.html]:
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“Libraries which
allow groups to use or rent their public meeting rooms should, as part of their agreement, require the group to warrant
that it will secure all necessary performance licenses and indemnify the library for any failure on their part to do so.”
Check to see if the group has secured Public Performance Rights
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Public_Performance_Rights] to show the movie, which are available
from
such companies as the Motion Picture Licensing Corporation [http://www.mplc.com]and Movie Licensing USA
[http://www.movlic.com]. If you still need clarification, please do not hesitate to contact ALA’s Copyright Specialist,
Carrie Russell [mailto:crussell@alawash.org]. See the ALA Professional Tips wiki
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Showing_Movies_in_the_Library] for more....
@ The ALA Librarian [mailto:AskTheLibrarian@ala.org] welcomes your questions.

Calendar
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========================================
Online Exhibits
British Library: [http://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/ttp/ttpbooks.html] Turning the Pages exhibits include the Lisbon
Hebrew
Bible, Baybars’ magnificent Qur’an, and a 1700 Bible from Ethiopia.
Cornell University Library: [http://rmc.library.cornell.edu/lafayette/exhibition/english/introduction/index.html]
“Lafayette: Citizen of Two Worlds.”
Indiana University, [http://www.indiana.edu/~liblilly/awheel/awheel.html] Lilly Library: “The World Awheel: Early
Cycling
Books at the Lilly Library.”
Library of Congress: [http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/macdowell/] “A Century of Creativity: The MacDowell Colony,
1907–2000,”
an artistic community founded by American composer Edward MacDowell and his wife Marian.
National Library of Ireland: [http://www.nli.ie/1916/1916_main.html] “The 1916 Uprising: Personalities and
Perspectives.”
Rosenbach Museum and Library, [http://www.rosenbach.org/exhibitions/online.html]Philadelphia: “Ruffs, Ribbons,
Collars, and
Cravats: A Brief History of Neckwear as Illustrated by the Rosenbach Collection of Portrait Miniatures.”
Saint Louis University, [http://www.slu.edu/libraries/pius/archives/digcoll/mssexhibit07/] Pius XII Memorial Library:
“Facsimiles of Manuscripts Illuminated in the British Isles,” a companion to a physical exhibit on display through
October
31.
University of Arizona Library: [http://www.library.arizona.edu/exhibits/] “The Bisbee Deportation of 1917,” “Cowboy
Songs
and Singers,” “Don Antonio Zepeda: A Story of Four Generations,” “Mission Churches of the Sonoran Desert,” and
others.
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University of California, San Francisco, [http://asian.library.ucsf.edu/] features its Japanese Woodblock Print
Collection
online. The prints provide a window into traditional Japanese attitudes toward illness, the human body, women,
religion,
and the West.
University of Chicago: [http://speculum.lib.uchicago.edu/] “Speculum Romanae Magnificentiae,” a collection of
engravings of
Rome and Roman antiquities, the core of which consists of prints published by Antonio Lafreri and gathered under a
title
page he printed in the mid-1570s.
University of Delaware: [http://www.lib.udel.edu/ud/spec/exhibits/animals/index.htm] “The Animal Kingdom: Six
Centuries of
Zoological Illustration.”
University of Pennsylvania: [http://www.library.upenn.edu/exhibits/rbm/gallery.html] “A Chef and His Library,”
“Subscription Publishing in America,” “Bibliotheca Schoenbergensis,” “Musical Treasures in the Penn Library,” and
others.
@ More [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/calendar/calendar.cfm]...
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U.S. & World News
Montana State Library plan
under fire

A plan to restrict public access to physical
collections at the Montana State Library in
Helena as the library makes a major
transition to digital access came under
heavy criticism in mid-October after MSL
Director Darlene Staffeldt talked openly
about the proposal to news media before its scheduled
announcement. MSL is now rethinking the plan after the governor’s
office made it clear that the library needed to seek comment from
the public and advice from other state agency heads before it went
further....

Structural concerns close Salem State College
library

Salem (Mass.) State College President Patricia Maguire Meservey
ordered the emergency closing October 15 of the campus library until
further notice due to concerns about the 38-year-old building’s
structural integrity. She advised SSC library users that the state
Board of Higher Education was negotiating access to physical
collections at other Greater Boston colleges and universities....

Toronto union wins back Sunday hours

The Toronto (Ont.) Public Library board was informed October 11
that a grievance filed by the Toronto civic employees’ union, CUPE
Local 416, opposing Sunday closings at 16 branches was decided in
favor of the union. The union is now demanding the return of Sunday
hours as well as full compensation for its members’ lost wages and
benefits....

Tripping challenge tripped up

After a challenge and three appeals, the York County
(Va.) School Board has chosen to keep Tripping Over
the Lunch Lady and Other Short Stories in the library
at Magruder Elementary School in Williamsburg despite
claims that it is offensive to children with loved ones
serving in the military and inappropriate for elementary
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school students. Parent Cyndi Treiber, whose husband
is serving in Iraq, asked that the book be removed
from the school library....

Antigay actions get patron banned, detained

A Manchester, England, man was banned from the Leigh Library after
refusing service from a gay staff member and was held by police for
eight-and-a-half hours after refusing to leave the library the next
day....

ALA News
Alire, Williams seek 2009–
2010 ALA presidency

Camila Alire (left), dean emerita at
the University of New Mexico and
Colorado State University in Fort
Collins, Colorado, and J. Linda
Williams, coordinator of library
media services for Anne Arundel
County (Md.) Public Schools, are
candidates for the 2009–2010
presidency of the American Library Association. The Executive Board
also approved a roster of 63 nominees for the Association’s
governing Council. ALA members current as of January 31 can vote
for the candidates on the spring ballot....

Rettig testifies at LC oversight hearing

On October 24, ALA President-elect Jim Rettig testified (PDF file)
before the House Administration Committee at an oversight hearing
on the Library of Congress and emphasized the enormous financial
impact on U.S. libraries created by the “diminution of the quality and
quantity of Library of Congress cataloging.” He added, “ALA strongly
recommends that the Library of Congress return to its former
practice of broad and meaningful consultation prior to making
significant changes to cataloging policy.”...

Search and Rescue
READ poster. Two
heroes who read
together are searchand-rescue volunteers
Linda Cardell, an
emergency medical
technician, and her 5year-old golden
retriever Kobie. The
two work for West
Jersey K9 Search and
Rescue, an
organization that uses
highly trained
dog/handler teams to
find lost or missing
people; in 2005, the
team traveled to
Mississippi to help with
the Hurricane Katrina
recovery effort. NEW!
From ALA Graphics.
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Roy to speak at LC November 2

In honor of Native American Heritage Month, ALA President Loriene
Roy will deliver a lecture at noon on Friday, November 2, at the
Library of Congress. This presentation, which is free and open to the
public, will be given in the Mumford Room, on the sixth floor of the
James Madison Building, 101 Independence Ave. S.E....
Library of Congress, Oct. 19

ALA Editions teams up with Credo
Reference

ALA Editions has signed an agreement with Credo
Reference (formerly Xrefer), provider of customizable
online reference collections, to make two popular
library and information science titles available online
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as part of the Credo General Reference collection. The
titles are the 3rd edition of Fundamental Reference
Sources by James H. Sweetland, and the 7th edition
of Reference Sources for Small and Medium-Sized Libraries by Jack
O’Gorman....

Copyright Scholars come to
Washington

Libraries and
Charter Schools
Condoms @ your
library
Libraries in the
Ugandan Wild

In mid-October, Carrie Russell of ALA’s
Office for Information Technology
Policy conducted training for the eight
new Copyright Scholars, the team of
copyright specialists now serving as
consultants on the Copyright Advisory Network. The purpose of CAN
is to encourage librarians to discuss copyright concerns....
District Dispatch blog, Oct. 24

Getting onto a committee

Does your organization only pay for conference if you have a
committee assignment? Do you want to join the ranks of those
saying mysteriously, “I have a conflict”? How do you get started,
anyway? There are four easy steps: Join up, bone up, listen up, and
step up!...
ALA Marginalia blog, Oct. 22

Featured review: Media

Sheriff. Oct. 2007. 76min. Facets, DVD.
Directed by American Libraries Associate
Editor Daniel Kraus and structured in a
cinema verité style (no interviews, voiceovers, or background music), this film
follows Sheriff Ronald E. Hewett through
his everyday work life. As the sheriff of
rural Brunswick County, North Carolina,
Hewett’s day is a mixture of public
relations and law enforcement. He
regularly switches hats and uniforms as he
moves from meetings and speeches at local churches and
schools to crime-scene investigation and a countywide
manhunt for an escaped prisoner....

You have the right to watch this documentary

Keir Graff writes: “I am sworn by law to inform you that
hard-working documentarian Dan Kraus (also an
associate editor of American Libraries and a frequent Likely
Stories tipster) has a new DVD that’s about to “drop” (isn’t
that how the kids say it?): Sheriff. The Onion said it was
almost as good as anything Frederick Wiseman ever made.
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The American
Libraries 2008 media
kit (PDF file) includes:
Editorial calendar
Readership profile
Ad rate card
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opportunities
It’s an excellent
gateway into the
dynamic library and
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market.

Career Leads
from

Associate Dean for
Library Services, St.
Cloud (Minn.) State
University. The
Learning Resources and
Technology Services
Associate Dean
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Way to go, Dan! When do you sleep?”...
Likely Stories blog, Oct. 17

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
Philadelphia Update
Audio Tour of Philadelphia

History buffs may want to rent an AudioWalk CD and stroll along
Philadelphia’s historic streets at their own pace. Along the way, hear
music and fascinating stories about the Liberty Bell, Independence
Hall, and the magic of Ben Franklin.
AudioWalk and Tour of Philadelphia

provides leadership in
shaping the library’s
integral role in student
learning and is
responsible for library
strategic planning,
budgets, personnel,
collections, instruction
and information
literacy, reference
services, archives
services, and access
services....

@ More jobs...

Food and beverage tours

If you’re talking about food and Philadelphia,
you must be talking about the cheesesteak,
right? Well, the cheesesteaks are great, but
there are some other Philly favorites you may
not know about—chocolate, wine, beer, and
snacks. You can also learn the story behind
Philly food favorites, and the 113-year history of
the vibrant Reading Terminal Market where they’re sold, during a 70minute, food-writer-led walking tour....
Greater Philadelphia Tourism Marketing Corporation

Division News
Standards for the 21st-Century
Learner to debut in Reno

Digital Library
of the Week

The new Standards for the 21st-Century Learner
will debut at the AASL 13th National Conference
and Exhibition in Reno, Nevada. During the
opening general session on October 25, AASL
President Sara Kelly Johns will unveil the
publication and distribute it to all attendees. A
PDF version will also be available on the AASL
website the same day. AASL intends that these
standards will provide a foundation for a strong library media
program in every school....

Four Spectrum scholars go to Reno

AASL is sponsoring the attendance of four Spectrum scholars—Lori
Rosales Curry, Teresa Maria Mares, Alma Ramos-McDermott, and
Kelvin Watson—at its 13th National Conference and Exhibition in
Reno, Nevada, October 25–28....

PLA sponsors two Emerging Leaders

PLA will sponsor Amy Crump and Troy Reed as they participate in the
2008 Emerging Leaders Program, an initiative of ALA Immediate Past
President Leslie Burger. This year’s Emerging Leaders Program will
enable 124 librarians from across the country to participate in
problem-solving workgroups, network with peers, gain an inside look
into ALA structure, and have an opportunity to serve the profession
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Alaska’s Digital
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Virtual Library and
Digital Archives project
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in a leadership capacity....

ALCTS basic maps cataloging workshop

Registration for the ALCTS Basic Maps Cataloging Workshop,
December 3–4 at the Field Museum in Chicago, is now open. This
workshop will impart the basic knowledge and necessary skills
needed to ensure the creation of accurate and high-quality
bibliographic records....

Immersion ’08

ACRL’s Institute for Information Literacy will offer
a third immersion track for its upcoming National
Immersion Program. Previously offered as a
stand-alone program, “The Intentional Teacher:
Renewal through Informed Reflection,” will join the highly regarded
teacher and program tracks of immersion....

Practical Project Management at Midwinter

Learn how your projects can finish on time, under budget, at the
level of quality you desire, and with everyone involved still speaking.
Register for the LAMA Midwinter Institute, “Mission Possible: Practical
Project Management,” 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday, January 11, at the
ALA Midwinter Meeting in Philadelphia....

Round Table News
Library services for the poor

The SRRT Task Force on Hunger, Homelessness, and Poverty and the
OLOS Subcommittee on Library Services to Poor and Homeless
People have developed a survey to measure ALA members’
knowledge of ALA’s policy on Library Services for the Poor. The two
units hope to develop useful tools to support the needs of today’s
poor and homeless people in library communities across the country.
Please complete the survey by October 31....

Awards
New PLA award recognizes technology innovation
PLA is now accepting applications for the Polaris Innovation in
Technology John Iliff award. PLA members can nominate their
colleagues and libraries for this new award through an online
application. The deadline is December 3....

Diana V. Braddom Fundraising Scholarship

The deadline for submitting applications for LAMA’s Diana V.
Braddom Fundraising and Financial Development Section Scholarship
is December 7. Librarians and library staff members eager to
enhance their fundraising skills through formal financial development
training are invited to submit an application essay. Recipients will be
notified by March 15....

Carnegie Corporation of New York awards
$400,000 to two libraries

Carnegie Corporation of New York President Vartan Gregorian
announced October 22 that the four recipients of the 2007 Andrew
Carnegie Medals of Philanthropy have each been acknowledged for
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Alaska State Library in
Juneau. The collection
now includes over
10,000 items. Materials
in the database are in
many formats, including
oral histories, maps,
documents, film clips,
and three-dimensional
objects. Project partners
continue to add new
materials to the
database and are
producing a guidebook
identifying the lessons
learned.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.

Public
Perception
How the World
Sees Us

“Poetry and lyrics
have populated
William Parker’s
artistic pencil box
since his boyhood
days as a fixture at
the Brooklyn Public
Library. Alone
amongst the stacks,
he read voraciously,
tying together a
worldview from a
multiplicity of
cultural sources and
translating it into
verse.”
—Jazz writer Derek Taylor
on Corn Meal Dance, the
new album from bassist
William Parker’s band
Raining on the Moon,
Bagatellen, Oct. 15.
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their achievements with grants made in their honor to support public
libraries. In honor of the Heinz, Mellon, and Tata families, the
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh will receive a one-time grant of
$300,000. The Los Angeles Public Library will be awarded a $100,000
one-time grant in honor of philanthropist Eli Broad....
Carnegie Corporation of New York, Oct. 22

Josie Parker gets book festival
award

Ann Arbor (Mich.) District Library Director
Josie Barnes Parker was presented with the
2007 Kerrytown BookFest’s Book Community
Award September 9 by BookFest Honorary
Chair and AADL trustee Edward Surovell.
This year’s festival celebrated libraries and librarians....
Ann Arbor District Library, Oct. 22

Sequoyah Regional Library receives Excalibur
Award

You’ll find the latest
coverage and expert
opinion in ALA
Editions’ range of new
fall titles, covering a
broad
array of topics from
reading motivation to
strategic planning. And
don’t forget to check
out the latest READ
posters, bookmarks,
keychains, and bracelets
in the new ALA
Graphics Holiday
catalog....

The Sequoyah Regional Library System in Canton, Georgia, received
an Excalibur Award for small organizations October 17 for its use of
Apex XpressCheck self-service kiosks—an RFID system developed by
the Integrated Technology Group—to discover patron needs, help find
materials, and offer instructions on how to use library resources. The
award is sponsored by the Technology Association of Georgia and the
Business and Technology Alliance....
Integrated Technology Group, Oct. 23

Ask the ALA
Librarian

Seen Online
Malibu branch used as fire staging area

(PDF file)

The County of Los Angeles Public Library’s Malibu branch was closed
to the public October 23–24 so it could serve as a staging center for
firefighters seeking to control the nearby Canyon Fire. Eight branches
of the San Diego County Public Library remained closed October 24.
San Diego Public Library Director Anna Tatár said 11 city branches
were closed, but none damaged by the fires. SDPL sent hundreds of
children’s books to the evacuation center at Qualcomm Stadium.
KPBS-FM in San Diego has put together a Google Map of the various
fires, burnt areas, and evacuation stations....
County of Los Angeles PL; San Diego Union Tribune, Oct. 24; California State Library
blog; KPBS-FM

New Australian TV comedy: The
Librarians
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Library and Book
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The Librarians, a dark new comedy on Australian
TV that delves behind the hard cover of a
suburban library, debuts October 31. Frances
O’Brien, devout Catholic and panic disorder
sufferer, runs a tight ship as head librarian at the
Middleton Interactive Learning Centre. Her life
unravels when she is forced to employ her exbest friend, Christine Grimwood—now facing
criminal drug charges—as the children’s librarian.
As pointed out by director Wayne Hope, the variety of people at a
public library makes it ripe for comedy material. The Australian
Library and Information Association has launched a blog to serve as a
professional forum about the show. Check out the trailer (:56) and
interview (4:48). The shows will be downloadable from ABC
Television after they are broadcast....
National Nine News, Oct. 18; ABC TV; Australian Library and Information Association

Materials missing at Library of Congress

About 17% of the books, monographs, and bound periodicals at the
Library of Congress weren’t where they were supposed to be because
of flaws in the systems for shelving and retrieving materials,
according to a March survey (PDF file) by the LC Office of the
Inspector General that was made public at a congressional oversight
hearing October 24. Library officials say they believe most of the
missing materials are misplaced, not stolen or lost....
Washington Post, Oct. 24

Libraries and scanning projects

The New York Times offered a roundup of libraries involved in the
Google Library Project and the Open Content Alliance scanning
endeavors, causing a bit of confusion and much comment. Buried at
the end of the article was the Internet Archive’s announcement that
it would start scanning out-of-print but in-copyright books for digital
interlibrary loan. Gary Price’s Resource Shelf has a well-organized
recap of what the Times was getting at....
New York Times, Oct. 22; Open Content Alliance; Resource Shelf, Oct. 22

Sandia National Labs closing
its tech library

In an effort to save money and
reengineer library services for the electronic age, Sandia National
Laboratories in New Mexico is cutting off access to what a memo
sent out October 15 called “hard-copy content”—books, maps, and
printed journals—in favor of a fully electronic collection. The fate of
the books is yet to be determined. As soon as the change was
announced, Sandia managers began hearing from researchers who
say they cannot do their work without access to the books and
journals....
The Post Chronicle, Oct. 22; Albuquerque (N.Mex.) Journal, Oct. 22

Vancouver librarians are back to work

Vancouver (B.C.) Public Library staff returned to work October 22
after 71% of the members of CUPE Local 391 voted October 19 for
an agreement based on mediator Brian Foley’s recommendations.
Over the weekend the library board also voted to accept the
settlement. Vancouver’s head librarian Paul Whitney said staff would
need two days to prepare to reopen the city’s 22 libraries because of
the high volume of books in need of processing and sorting....

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/october/102407.htm[7/17/2014 1:08:30 PM]

Trade Almanac, which
includes a report on
book-title production.
For the 2007 edition,
the report, “Book Title
Output and Average
Prices: 2005 Final and
2006 Preliminary
Figures,” was
compiled by Andrew
Grabois, working as a
research consultant
for R. R. Bowker.
Understand that all
books for children and
teens are grouped
together under the
term “Juveniles.”
Therefore, there is
only available a
preliminary 2006
number of book titles
for juveniles, with no
way of knowing how
many were specifically
children’s picture
books. According to
Table 1, American
Book Production,
2003–2006, of the
report that appears in
the 2007 Bowker
Annual, the
preliminary number of
book titles found to be
published for juveniles
in 2006 was 13,369.
See the ALA
Professional Tips wiki
for more....

@ The ALA Librarian
welcomes your
questions.
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CBC News, Oct. 22

Councilman wants San Jose libraries to block porn

A decade after San Jose rejected blocking access to sexually explicit
material on library computers, city councilman Pete Constant says it’s
time to reconsider that decision. And he is getting support from some
key city officials, including Mayor Chuck Reed. City Library Director
Jane Light says her office has received only three complaints this
year of pornography at branch libraries....
San Jose (Calif.) Mercury News, Oct. 21, 24

Sue the libraries! They’re offering cheap content

Andrew Brown writes: “Why hasn’t the Recording Industry
Association of America sued a library yet? As a means of getting
music to rip, the local library is hard to beat. It’s free, or very cheap.
It will lend CDs for a fortnight, from a fairly wide range which can be
browsed in a comfortable and convenient place; and if it does not
have a particular CD or DVD, it will make an effort to find it. If I
wanted to build a collection of published music for which I did not
pay, the local public library would be more useful than the whole
internet.”...
The Guardian (U.K.), Oct. 18

Massachusetts libraries move with the times

At the Boston Public Library each month, teenagers get down to the
vigorous techno thumps of the popular arcade game Dance Dance
Revolution. The Norwell Public Library treats visitors to a monthly
free dinner and a movie. Borrowers in Andover take out portable,
digital audio books so tiny that they can jog through the park or
shop at the mall while listening to Dan Brown’s bestseller The Da
Vinci Code....
Boston Globe, Oct. 22

Ocean County lets its domain name expire

Type www.oceancountylibrary.org into your web browser, and you no
longer will be directed to the website for the Ocean County (N.J.)
Library. That domain name—owned by the library system since 2000
—has been purchased by someone else. The library’s administration
has been trying to reclaim its familiar website domain since it
discovered the problem earlier this month. Meanwhile, it’s using
another and has purchased a number of other names, in case it
cannot purchase its old one....

Celebrate Children’s
Book Week,
November 12–18,
sponsored by the
Children’s Book
Council. Since 1919,
educators, librarians,
booksellers, and
families have
celebrated Children’s
Book Week the week
before Thanksgiving.
(But in 2008 it will
move to May.)

Calendar
Nov. 30:

Archives and Ethics:
Reflections on
Practice, Center for
Information Policy
Research, University of
Wisconsin, Milwaukee.

Dec. 4–6:

Southwestern Ohio
Instructional
Technology
Association, Annual
Conference, Dayton.

Dec. 10–11:

Asbury Park (N.J.) Press, Oct. 23

Coalition for
Networked
Information, Fall
Task Force Meeting,
Renaissance Hotel,
Washington, D.C.
Register by Nov. 5.

Map thief gives himself up

Jan. 8–11:

The mystery rare-map thief has been unmasked after a worldwide
investigation by Spanish police that led them to Britain, Australia,
North America. and Argentina. Spanish detectives flew to Buenos
Aires after César Gómez Rivero admitted to stealing up to 19
valuable maps from a collection held at the Spanish National Library,
some more than 500 years old. The loss led to the resignation of
National Librarian Rosa Regàs in August....
The Times (U.K.), Oct. 22

Association for
Library and
Information Science
Education, Annual
Conference,
Philadelphia.

Jan. 11–16:

Tech Talk
How to spot an email scam

Wonder whether the message
announcing that you’ve received an e-

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/october/102407.htm[7/17/2014 1:08:30 PM]

ALA Midwinter
Meeting, Philadelphia.

Feb. 9–12:

Reading Recovery
Council of North
America, K-6
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card is legit? Or whether PayPal is
really trying to contact you? Here’s a
visual guide to spotting malware,
fraud, and other dirty tricks in your inbox....

Classroom Literacy
Conference, Columbus,
Ohio.

PC World, Oct. 14

Feb. 17–24:

Experimental library tools

Ken Varnum at the University of Michigan has posted a short list of
nine library websites (such as MIT Libraries’ Betas and Vanderbilt’s
Test Pilot) that list experimental, beta, or trial web tools and
services. He is asking other institutions with similar sites to add them
to the directory....
RSS4Lib, Oct. 22

PC Magazine’s 100 favorite
blogs

Brian Heater writes: “Perhaps surprisingly,
the hardest part of the task wasn’t finding
100 blogs that our staff members liked,
but rather whittling our original choices
down to a mere 100. Hands down, technology was the category that
required the greatest amount of pruning.” Second place turned out to
be gossip blogs. A few that made the list: Ars Technica,
BuzzMachine, Camcorder Info, Download Squad, Evil Mad Scientist
Labs, Paleo-Future, and Post Secret....
PC Magazine, Oct. 15

The list of best Mashable lists

Mashable has put together hundreds of lists—useful lists of links,
carefully chosen to make you significantly more productive; so many
resources, they’re hard to sort through (unless you’ve been through
library school). Marketing guru Seth Godin lists them here. They
include: 30+ wiki tools and resources, 100+ tools for Flickr addicts,
and the ultimate RSS toolbox....
Squidoo Tech, Oct. 19

Steal this wireless policy checklist

Use this “Quick Look” checklist to make sure you’re covering your
bases when it comes to crafting a wireless policy for your library.
First, look at your existing internet use policy. Do you need to add
anything to it on using wireless? You may decide that it covers your
situation. Do keep in mind some possible additions, however....
Louise Alcorn, MaintainIT Project blog, Oct. 22

Non-Latin characters in name authority records
file)

(PDF

The major authority record exchange partners (British Library, Library
of Congress, National Library of Medicine, and OCLC, in consultation
with Library and Archives Canada) have agreed to a basic outline
that will allow for the addition of references with non-Latin
characters to name authority records that make up the LC/NACO
Authority File, following MARC 21’s “Model B” for multi-script
records....
Library of Congress, Cataloging Policy and Support Office, Oct. 16

Actions & Answers
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Music Library
Association, Annual
Meeting, Newport,
Rhode Island.

Feb. 22:

Online Northwest,
Oregon State
University, Corvallis.

March 2–4:

Ohio Digital
Commons for
Education, 2008
Conference, Columbus.
“The Convergence of
Learning, Libraries,
and Technology.”

March 5–7:

WebWise
Conference, Miami
Beach, Florida.
“WebWise 2.0: The
Power of Community.”

March 12–14:

South Carolina
Association of School
Librarians, Columbia
Metropolitan
Convention Center.
“Power Up @ your
library.”

March 18–21:

Electronic Resources
and Libraries, Global
Conference Center,
Atlanta, Georgia.

March 19–22:

Popular Culture
Association /
American Culture
Association, National
Conference, San
Francisco Marriott.
“Libraries, Archives,
and Popular Culture.”
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Celebrating research libraries

The Association of Research Libraries has
published a book and corresponding
website that profiles selected rare and
special collections in major research
libraries of North America. Celebrating
Research includes 118 collection profiles,
each from a different ARL member library.
Each profile is illustrated with photographs (such as this one from the
Kenneth Spencer Research Library at the University of Kansas) and
tells a story of a single collection, recounting how the resources were
acquired and developed....
Association of Research Libraries, Oct. 9

Haunted libraries in the U.S.
and elsewhere

George Eberhart writes: “In the fall, a
journalist’s fancy lightly turns to thoughts
of ghosts. Newspapers and magazines that
haughtily refrain from printing news of the
paranormal for 11 months of the year
eagerly jump on the Halloween coach in
October to regale their audiences with dubious tales of the
preternatural. The following list represents a fairly comprehensive list
of current and former library haunts.”...
I Love Libraries, Oct. 23

New round of Gates grants to
public libraries

The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
announced $8.3 million in grants October 23 to
help public libraries in 10 states provide quality
access to computers and the internet. The new
“Opportunity Online” hardware grants are for
public libraries serving communities with high
concentrations of poverty and that are at risk
of having outdated technology. More than 1,000 library branches in
Colorado, Delaware, Iowa, Kansas, Maryland, Nevada, New York,
Pennsylvania, Utah, and Wyoming are eligible for grants in this first
of three rounds....
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, Oct. 23
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The role of public libraries in distance education

AL columnist Meredith Farkas writes: “Our distance students have no
idea that most public libraries do provide ILL services. They are
floored when I tell them that. It doesn’t occur to many of them to
even see what their local public library might have to offer them.
Public libraries often have excellent microfilm collections with lots of
great primary source historical material. We don’t mail our microfilm
to students, so if they can find and access back issues of The
Chicago Defender or Harper’s at their public library, that is a great
thing.”...
Information Wants to be Free, Oct. 17

Students today

“A Vision of Students Today” is a short
(4:44) video summarizing some of the
most important characteristics of
students today—how they learn, what
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they need to learn, their goals, hopes,
dreams, what their lives will be like, and
what kinds of changes they will
experience in their lifetime. Created by
Michael Wesch in collaboration with 200 students at Kansas State
University, this video has been stirring up comment and video
responses a number of places....
Digital Ethnography @ KSU, Oct. 12

Information R/evolution

Another video (5:28) by KSU’s Michael
Wesch explores the changes in the way
we find, store, create, critique, and
share information. It was created as a
conversation starter, and works
especially well when brainstorming with
people about the near future and the
skills needed in order to harness,
evaluate, and create information effectively. BoingBoing calls it “a
gloriously optimistic video about our collective power to make sense
of the world in a way never dreamt of in the days of paper
organization.”...
YouTube, Oct. 17

Yale library opening spurs campus-wide party

Only at Yale University, students said, would the opening of a library
draw over 1,000 students to Cross Campus and spur a night of
partying. As the minutes ticked down toward midnight October 18—
when the doors of the newly-renovated Bass Library were thrown
open for the first time—excitement emanated from hundreds of
students. As the doors opened, they streamed down the stairs into
the library chanting, “We love books!” One administrator said he was
enchanted by the experience....
Yale Daily News, Oct. 19

Best practices for protecting patron privacy (PDF

file)

Now that libraries have greater-than-ever potential for collecting and
storing many types of personal data, often in digital form, librarians
must be increasingly vigilant in guarding the public trust. Fortunately,
the library literature offers many concrete actions librarians can take
to protect the confidentiality of library patrons. The University of
Vermont’s Trina J. Magi offers a checklist....
AALL Spectrum 12, no. 1 (Sept./Oct.)

OCLC is now ... OCLC

Andrew Pace writes: “If you’ve been on a conference
call with OCLC lately, you might have experienced
that awkwardness of not knowing who you’re talking
to sometimes—OCLC? PICA? Former FretwellDowning? Well, in an effort to get out in front of the
impending confusion, OCLC has rebranded itself . . .
OCLC. There’s a new logo and a new tag line.”...
Hectic Pace blog, Oct. 24

Social networking and libraries
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The practice of using a social network to establish
and enhance relationships based on some
common ground—shared interests, related skills,
or a common geographic location—is as old as
human societies, but social networking has
flourished due to the ease of connecting on the
Web. This OCLC membership report, Sharing,
Privacy, and Trust in Our Networked World,
explores this web of social participation and
cooperation on the internet and provides insights into the values and
social-networking habits of library users....
OCLC, Oct. 23

Summer Reading Research Study: Deadline
extended

Dominican University GSLIS is conducting a survey on whether public
library summer reading programs have an effect on student
achievement. Participation in the study will help articulate the
purpose of public library summer reading programs and open
channels for healthy discussion of key issues between the library and
education communities. The deadline has been extended to October
30....
Dominican University GSLIS

The fight continues for public access to NIH
information

The U.S. Senate is still considering the FY2008 Labor–HHS-Education
bill, which includes several very important library service–related
funding provisions. One important provision directs the National
Institutes of Health to implement a mandatory policy ensuring the
free, timely access to all research articles stemming from NIH-funded
research via NIH’s PubMed Central online archive. ALA, ACRL, and
other library groups have strongly supported this proposal....
District Dispatch, Oct. 20

Anglo-American national libraries join forces on
RDA

Four national libraries have joined forces to implement a new
standard for resource description and access designed for the digital
environment in which libraries now operate. The Library of Congress,
the British Library, Library and Archives Canada, and the National
Library of Australia have agreed on a coordinated implementation of
RDA: Resource Description and Access, the successor to the AngloAmerican Cataloguing Rules....
Library of Congress, Oct. 22

Contemporary art books—free to a good
home

The Distribution to Underserved Communities Library
Program (DUC) distributes books on contemporary art
and culture free of charge to rural and inner-city
libraries, schools, and alternative reading centers
nationwide. Offering well over 490 titles by more than
90 different publishers, the program reaches readers
in all 50 states and has placed over 200,000 free
books in public libraries, schools, and alternative pedagogical
venues....
Art Resources Transfer
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Hope: Volume 1

(PDF file)

Melissa Fay Greene tells the story of how a
children’s librarian and his donkey-drawn
bookmobile are saving the world, one child at a
time. Yohannes Gebregeorgis, a children’s
librarian from the San Francisco Public Library
and cofounder of Ethiopia Reads, returned to his
Ethiopian homeland five years ago and rides the
circuit across a landscape of grass huts, volcanic
lakes, camel drivers, and hyenas, accompanied by Winnie the Pooh,
Peter Rabbit, Babar, the Wizard of Oz, and other favorite kids’ books.
Photos by J. Carrier....
Good Housekeeping, Oct., pp. 200–205, 286–290

Them! Google’s ambivalence toward LIS

Shawne D. Miksa writes: “From all accounts, Google has no interest
in replacing libraries. They express a great appreciation of libraries.
However, their awareness of library and information science beyond
that of supplying people to stock and staff book storehouses is vague
at best. Their notice of the field manifests itself much like the ants in
the classic science-fiction film Them!, who only bother with the
humans when they are presented as a possible food source.”...
ASIS&T Bulletin (Oct./Nov.), pp. 30–33

New humanities research network
(subscription required)

It’s about to get a lot easier for philosophers,
classicists, and literary scholars to share work in progress. The Social
Science Research Network, an online clearinghouse for current
research popular among social scientists, has created a Humanities
Research Network along the same model. To begin with, the new
network will cover three areas—philosophy, classics, and English and
American literature, broken down into detailed subcategories. More
disciplines will be added in the coming months....
Chronicle of Higher Education, Oct. 22

19th-century British newspaper site
launched

The British Library, in partnership with the Joint
Information Systems Committee and Gale,
launched a 19th-century British Library
Newspapers website October 22 as part of its
£22-million digitization program. Post-secondary
education communities in the UK will enjoy free
online access to a cross-section of 19th-century
national and regional titles, greatly enhancing
research into British society, culture, and
history....
British Library, Oct. 22

October is Theological Libraries
Month

Theological libraries are celebrating this
month with special bookmarks and posters
to advance the importance and value of
theological libraries and library services to targeted faculty,
administrators, staff, and students. Find out how participating
seminary and university libraries are using the month to showcase
their services....
American Theological Library Association
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Librarian’s Blues

Keith Johnson, media center director at
John F. Kennedy High School in
Bloomington, Minnesota, taped himself
singing his own blues song (2:42),
which, he says, “I first tried to sing on a
live school TV news show at
Bloomington Kennedy last spring as I
was trying to highlight the issue of
getting our books back before the school year ended.... Thanks for
your efforts to eliminate this heinous scourge of overdue books.”
Johnson is half of the talented Celtic Cat and Prairie Dog duo....
YouTube; Blue Skunk Blog, Oct. 19

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/october/102407.htm[7/17/2014 1:08:30 PM]

AL Direct, October 24, 2007
Having trouble viewing this HTML e-mail? Click here [<%=
util.viewHtmlLink %>].

The e-newsletter of the American Library Association | October 24, 2007

Contents
U.S. &amp; World News [#usworld]
ALA News [#alanews]
Booklist Online [#booklist]
Philadelphia Update [#phila]
Division News [#divisionnews]
Round Table News [#roundtable]
Awards [#awards]
Seen Online [#seenonline]
Tech Talk [#techtalk]
Actions &amp; Answers [#actionsanswers]
Calendar [#datebook]
[http://www.schoolrooms.net]
[http://americanlibrariesbuyersguide.com]
U.S. & World News
===========================================================================
Montana State Library plan under fire
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/october2007/m
ontanadigital.cfm]
A plan to restrict public access to physical collections at the Montana
State Library in Helena as the library makes a major transition to
digital access came under heavy criticism in mid-October after MSL
Director Darlene Staffeldt talked openly about the proposal to news media
before its scheduled announcement. MSL is now rethinking the plan after
the governor&rsquo;s office made it clear that the library needed to seek
comment from the public and advice from other state agency heads before
it went further....
Structural concerns close Salem State College library
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/october2007/s
alemclose.cfm]
Salem (Mass.) State College President Patricia Maguire Meservey ordered
the emergency closing October 15 of the campus library until further
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notice due to concerns about the 38-year-old building&rsquo;s structural
integrity. She advised SSC library users that the state Board of Higher
Education was negotiating access to physical collections at other Greater
Boston colleges and universities....
Toronto union wins back Sunday hours
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/october2007/t
orontoback.cfm]
The Toronto (Ont.) Public Library board was informed October 11 that a
grievance filed by the Toronto civic employees&rsquo; union, CUPE Local
416, opposing Sunday closings at 16 branches was decided in favor of the
union. The union is now demanding the return of Sunday hours as well as
full compensation for its members&rsquo; lost wages and benefits....
challenge tripped up
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/october2007/l
unchlady.cfm]
After a challenge and three appeals, the York County (Va.) School Board
has chosen to keep Tripping Over the Lunch Lady and Other Short Stories
in the library at Magruder Elementary School in Williamsburg despite
claims that it is offensive to children with loved ones serving in the
military and inappropriate for elementary school students. Parent Cyndi
Treiber, whose husband is serving in Iraq, asked that the book be removed
from the school library....
Antigay actions get patron banned, detained
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/october2007/a
ntigayleigh.cfm]
A Manchester, England, man was banned from the Leigh Library after
refusing service from a gay staff member and was held by police for
eight-and-a-half hours after refusing to leave the library the next
day....
ALA News
===========================================================================
Alire, Williams seek 2009&#8211;2010 ALA presidency
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/october2007/a
lirewilliams.cfm]
Camila Alire (left), dean emerita at the University of New Mexico and
Colorado State University in Fort Collins, Colorado, and J. Linda
Williams, coordinator of library media services for Anne Arundel County
(Md.) Public Schools, are candidates
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/pc07.htm] for the
2009&ndash;2010 presidency of the American Library Association. The
Executive Board also approved a roster
[http://www.ala.org/ala/ourassociation/governanceb/electioninfo/CAL2008.htm
] of 63 nominees for the Association&rsquo;s governing Council. ALA
members current as of January 31 can vote for the candidates on the
spring ballot....
Rettig testifies at LC oversight hearing
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/rettigtest102407.htm]
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On October 24, ALA President-elect Jim Rettig testified (PDF file
[http://www.ala.org/ala/washoff/woissues/LOC_Testimony_102407.pdf])
before the House Administration Committee at an oversight hearing on the
Library of Congress and emphasized the enormous financial impact on U.S.
libraries created by the “diminution of the quality and quantity of
Library of Congress cataloging.” He added, “ALA strongly recommends that
the Library of Congress return to its former practice of broad and
meaningful consultation prior to making significant changes to cataloging
policy.&rdquo;...
Roy to speak at LC November 2
[http://www.loc.gov/today/pr/2007/07-209.html]
In honor of Native American Heritage Month, ALA President Loriene Roy
will deliver a lecture at noon on Friday, November 2, at the Library of
Congress. This presentation, which is free and open to the public, will
be given in the Mumford Room, on the sixth floor of the James Madison
Building, 101 Independence Ave. S.E....
Library of Congress, Oct. 19
ALA Editions teams up with Credo Reference
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/credo07.htm]
ALA Editions has signed an agreement with Credo Reference (formerly
Xrefer), provider of customizable online reference collections, to make
two popular library and information science titles available online as
part of the Credo General Reference collection. The titles are the 3rd
edition of Fundamental Reference Sources by James H. Sweetland, and the
7th edition of Reference Sources for Small and Medium-Sized Libraries by
Jack O’Gorman....
Copyright Scholars come to Washington
[http://blogs.ala.org/districtdispatch.php?title=title_48&more=1&c=1&tb=1&p
b=1]
In mid-October, Carrie Russell of ALA’s Office for Information Technology
Policy conducted training for the eight new Copyright Scholars, the team
of copyright specialists now serving as consultants on the Copyright
Advisory Network [http://www.librarycopyright.net/]. The purpose of CAN
is to encourage librarians to discuss copyright concerns....
District Dispatch blog, Oct. 24
Getting onto a committee
[http://discuss.ala.org/marginalia/2007/10/22/getting-onto-a-committee/]
Does your organization only pay for conference if you have a committee
assignment? Do you want to join the ranks of those saying mysteriously,
&ldquo;I have a conflict&rdquo;? How do you get started, anyway? There
are four easy steps: Join up, bone up, listen up, and step up!...
ALA Marginalia blog, Oct. 22

Featured review: Media
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=2185487]
Sheriff. Oct. 2007. 76min. Facets, DVD.
Directed by American Libraries Associate Editor Daniel Kraus and
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structured in a cinema verité style (no interviews, voice-overs, or
background music), this film follows Sheriff Ronald E. Hewett through his
everyday work life. As the sheriff of rural Brunswick County, North
Carolina, Hewett&rsquo;s day is a mixture of public relations and law
enforcement. He regularly switches hats and uniforms as he moves from
meetings and speeches at local churches and schools to crime-scene
investigation and a countywide manhunt for an escaped prisoner....
You have the right to watch this documentary
[http://blog.booklistonline.com/2007/10/17/you-have-the-right-to-watch-this
-documentary/]
Keir Graff writes: “I am sworn by law to inform you that hard-work
[http://www.workseries.com/home.php]ing documentarian Dan Kraus (also an
associate editor of American Libraries and a frequent Likely Stories
tipster) has a new DVD that&rsquo;s about to &ldquo;drop&rdquo;
(isn&rsquo;t that how the kids say it?): Sheriff. The Onion
[http://www.avclub.com/content/node/18548] said it was almost as good as
anything Frederick Wiseman ever made. Way to go, Dan! When do you
sleep?”...
Likely Stories blog, Oct. 17
@ Visit Booklist Online [http://www.booklistonline.com] for other reviews
and much more....

Philadelphia Update
===========================================================================
Audio Tour of Philadelphia [http://www.ushistory.org/audiowalk/index.htm]
History buffs may want to rent an AudioWalk CD and stroll along
Philadelphia’s historic streets at their own pace. Along the way, hear
music and fascinating stories about the Liberty Bell, Independence Hall,
and the magic of Ben Franklin.
AudioWalk and Tour of Philadelphia
Food and beverage tours
[http://www.gophila.com/C/Things_to_Do/211/Itineraries_and_Tours/428/Tours/
204/Food_and_Beverage_Tours/340.html]
If you&rsquo;re talking about food and Philadelphia, you must be talking
about the cheesesteak, right? Well, the cheesesteaks are great, but there
are some other Philly favorites you may not know about—chocolate, wine,
beer, and snacks. You can also learn the story behind Philly food
favorites, and the 113-year history of the vibrant Reading Terminal
Market where they’re sold, during a 70-minute, food-writer-led walking
tour.
[http://www.gophila.com/C/Things_to_Do/211/Itineraries_and_Tours/428/Tours/
204/Food_and_Beverage_Tours/340/U/Taste_of_Philadelphia_Food_Tour/1887.html
]...
Greater Philadelphia Tourism Marketing Corporation
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Division News
===========================================================================
to debut in Reno
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/standards07.htm]
The new Standards for the 21st-Century Learner will debut at the AASL
13th National Conference and Exhibition in Reno, Nevada. During the
opening general session on October 25, AASL President Sara Kelly Johns
will unveil the publication and distribute it to all attendees. A PDF
version will also be available on the AASL website
[http://www.ala.org/ala/aasl/aaslindex.cfm] the same day. AASL intends
that these standards will provide a foundation for a strong library media
program in every school....
Four Spectrum scholars go to Reno
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/spectrum07.htm]
AASL is sponsoring the attendance of four Spectrum scholars—Lori Rosales
Curry, Teresa Maria Mares, Alma Ramos-McDermott, and Kelvin Watson—at its
13th National Conference and Exhibition in Reno, Nevada, October 25–28....
PLA sponsors two Emerging Leaders
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/leaders07.htm]
PLA will sponsor Amy Crump and Troy Reed as they participate in the 2008
Emerging Leaders Program, an initiative of ALA Immediate Past President
Leslie Burger. This year’s Emerging Leaders Program will enable 124
librarians from across the country to participate in problem-solving
workgroups, network with peers, gain an inside look into ALA structure,
and have an opportunity to serve the profession in a leadership
capacity....
ALCTS basic maps cataloging workshop
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/maps07.htm]
Registration for the ALCTS Basic Maps Cataloging Workshop, December 3–4
at the Field Museum in Chicago, is now open. This workshop will impart
the basic knowledge and necessary skills needed to ensure the creation of
accurate and high-quality bibliographic records....
Immersion &#8217;08
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/immersion07.htm]
ACRL’s Institute for Information Literacy will offer a third immersion
track for its upcoming National Immersion Program.
[http://www.acrl.org/ala/acrl/acrlissues/acrlinfolit/professactivity/iil/im
mersion/immersion08.cfm] Previously offered as a stand-alone program,
“The Intentional Teacher: Renewal through Informed Reflection,” will join
the highly regarded teacher and program tracks of immersion....
Practical Project Management at Midwinter
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/lama07.htm]
Learn how your projects can finish on time, under budget, at the level of
quality you desire, and with everyone involved still speaking. Register
for the LAMA Midwinter Institute, “Mission Possible: Practical Project
Management,” 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday, January 11, at the ALA Midwinter
Meeting in Philadelphia....
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Round Table News
===========================================================================
Library services for the poor
[http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=wnDtI0wIIxLQlpyCMcuwsw_3d_3d]
The SRRT Task Force on Hunger, Homelessness, and Poverty and the OLOS
Subcommittee on Library Services to Poor and Homeless People have
developed a survey to measure ALA members’ knowledge of ALA’s policy on
Library Services for the Poor. The two units hope to develop useful tools
to support the needs of today’s poor and homeless people in library
communities across the country. Please complete the survey by October
31....
Awards
===========================================================================
New PLA award recognizes technology innovation
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/iliff07.htm]
PLA is now accepting applications for the Polaris Innovation in
Technology John Iliff award. PLA members can nominate their colleagues
and libraries for this new award through an online application.
[http://cs.ala.org/pla/plaawards/login.cfm] The deadline is December 3....
Diana V. Braddom Fundraising Scholarship
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/braddom07.htm]
The deadline for submitting applications for LAMA’s Diana V. Braddom
Fundraising and Financial Development Section Scholarship is December 7.
Librarians and library staff members eager to enhance their fundraising
skills through formal financial development training are invited to
submit an application essay. Recipients will be notified by March 15....
Carnegie Corporation of New York awards $400,000 to two libraries
[http://www.carnegie.org/sub/news/libraries.html]
Carnegie Corporation of New York President Vartan Gregorian announced
October 22 that the four recipients of the 2007 Andrew Carnegie Medals of
Philanthropy have each been acknowledged for their achievements with
grants made in their honor to support public libraries. In honor of the
Heinz, Mellon, and Tata families, the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh will
receive a one-time grant of $300,000. The Los Angeles Public Library will
be awarded a $100,000 one-time grant in honor of philanthropist Eli
Broad....
Carnegie Corporation of New York, Oct. 22
Josie Parker gets book festival award
[http://upcoming.yahoo.com/event/193602/]
Ann Arbor (Mich.) District Library Director Josie Barnes Parker was
presented with the 2007 Kerrytown BookFest’s Book Community Award
September 9 by BookFest Honorary Chair and AADL trustee Edward Surovell.
This year’s festival celebrated libraries and librarians....
Ann Arbor District Library, Oct. 22
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Sequoyah Regional Library receives Excalibur Award
[http://home.businesswire.com/portal/site/home/index.jsp?epi-content=NEWS_V
IEW_POPUP_TYPE&newsId=20071023005467&ndmHsc=v2*A1190545200000*B119320057300
0*DgroupByDate*J2*L1*N1000837*ZSequoyah&newsLang=en&beanID=202776713&viewID
=news_view_popup]
The Sequoyah Regional Library System in Canton, Georgia, received an
Excalibur Award for small organizations October 17 for its use of Apex
XpressCheck self-service kiosks—an RFID system developed by the
Integrated Technology Group—to discover patron needs, help find
materials, and offer instructions on how to use library resources. The
award is sponsored by the Technology Association of Georgia and the
Business and Technology Alliance....
Integrated Technology Group, Oct. 23
===========================================================================
[http://americanlibrariesbuyersguide.com]
===========================================================================
Seen Online
===========================================================================
Malibu branch used as fire staging area
[http://lacounty.gov/cms1_077121.pdf] (PDF file)
The County of Los Angeles Public Library’s Malibu branch was closed to
the public October 23–24 so it could serve as a staging center for
firefighters seeking to control the nearby Canyon Fire. Eight branches of
the San Diego County Public Library remained closed
[http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/metro/fireblog/closures.html] October
24. San Diego Public Library Director Anna Tatár said
[http://blog.library.ca.gov/archive/2007/10/24/Fire-impact-on-California-li
braries.aspx] 11 city branches were closed, but none damaged by the
fires. SDPL sent hundreds of children’s books to the evacuation center at
Qualcomm Stadium. KPBS-FM in San Diego has put together a Google Map
[http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?msa=0&msid=114250687465160386813.00043d08ac
31fe3357571] of the various fires, burnt areas, and evacuation
stations....
County of Los Angeles PL; San Diego Union Tribune, Oct. 24; California
State Library blog; KPBS-FM
The Librarians [http://news.ninemsn.com.au/article.aspx?id=307003]
The Librarians, a dark new comedy on Australian TV
[http://www.abc.net.au/abccontentsales/s2017580.htm] that delves behind
the hard cover of a suburban library, debuts October 31. Frances
O&rsquo;Brien, devout Catholic and panic disorder sufferer, runs a tight
ship as head librarian at the Middleton Interactive Learning Centre. Her
life unravels when she is forced to employ her ex-best friend, Christine
Grimwood—now facing criminal drug charges—as the children&rsquo;s
librarian. As pointed out by director Wayne Hope, the variety of people
at a public library makes it ripe for comedy material. The Australian
Library and Information Association has launched a blog
[http://www.alia.org.au/thelibrariansblog/] to serve as a professional
forum about the show. Check out the trailer
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[http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g6_dcjR2npU] (:56) and interview
[http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GxgKFCPUsHE] (4:48). The shows will be
downloadable from ABC Television [http://www.abc.net.au/tv/] after they
are broadcast....
National Nine News, Oct. 18; ABC TV; Australian Library and Information
Association
Materials missing at Library of Congress
[http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/10/23/AR20071023
01784.html?hpid%3Dmoreheadlines&sub=AR]
About 17% of the books, monographs, and bound periodicals at the Library
of Congress weren’t where they were supposed to be because of flaws in
the systems for shelving and retrieving materials, according to a March
survey (PDF file
[http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/style/documents/2007/IGreport.pdf])
by the LC Office of the Inspector General that was made public at a
congressional oversight hearing October 24. Library officials say they
believe most of the missing materials are misplaced, not stolen or
lost....
Washington Post, Oct. 24
Libraries and scanning projects
[http://www.nytimes.com/2007/10/22/technology/22library.html]
The New York Times offered a roundup of libraries involved in the Google
Library Project and the Open Content Alliance scanning endeavors, causing
a bit of confusion and much comment. Buried at the end of the article was
the Internet Archive’s announcement
[http://www.openlibrary.org/details/oca_test_004/leaf10] that it would
start scanning out-of-print but in-copyright books for digital
interlibrary loan. Gary Price’s Resource Shelf has a well-organized recap
[http://www.resourceshelf.com/2007/10/22/ny-times-book-scanning-and-lots-of
-resources/] of what the Times was getting at....
New York Times, Oct. 22; Open Content Alliance; Resource Shelf, Oct. 22
Sandia National Labs closing its tech library
[http://www.postchronicle.com/news/breakingnews/article_212110529.shtml]
In an effort to save money and reengineer library services for the
electronic age, Sandia Nationa Laboratories in New Mexico is cutting off
access to what a memo sent out October 15 called “hard-copy
content”—books, maps, and printed journals—in favor of a fully electronic
collection. The fate of the books is yet to be determined. As soon as the
change was announced, Sandia managers began hearing from researchers who
say they cannot do their work without access to the books and journals....
The Post Chronicle, Oct. 22; Albuquerque (N.Mex.) Journal, Oct. 22
Vancouver librarians are back to work
[http://www.cbc.ca/canada/british-columbia/story/2007/10/22/bc-librariesope
ning.html]
Vancouver (B.C.) Public Library staff returned to work October 22 after
71% of the members of CUPE Local 391 voted October 19 for an agreement
based on mediator Brian Foley’s recommendations. Over the weekend the
library board also voted to accept the settlement. Vancouver’s head
librarian Paul Whitney said staff would need two days to prepare to
reopen the city’s 22 libraries because of the high volume of books in
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need of processing and sorting....
CBC News, Oct. 22
Councilman wants San Jose libraries to block porn
[http://www.mercurynews.com/valley/ci_7240765]
A decade after San Jose rejected blocking access to sexually explicit
material on library computers, city councilman Pete Constant says it’s
time to reconsider that decision. And he is getting support from some key
city officials, including Mayor Chuck Reed. City Library Director Jane
Light says [http://www.mercurynews.com/opinion/ci_7265589] her office has
received only three complaints this year of pornography at branch
libraries....
San Jose (Calif.) Mercury News, Oct. 21, 24
[http://www.guardian.co.uk/technology/2007/oct/18/news.comment]Sue the
libraries! They&#8217;re offering cheap content
[http://www.guardian.co.uk/technology/2007/oct/18/news.comment]
Andrew Brown writes: “Why hasn’t the Recording Industry Association of
America sued a library yet? As a means of getting music to rip, the local
library is hard to beat. It’s free, or very cheap. It will lend CDs for a
fortnight, from a fairly wide range which can be browsed in a comfortable
and convenient place; and if it does not have a particular CD or DVD, it
will make an effort to find it. If I wanted to build a collection of
published music for which I did not pay, the local public library would
be more useful than the whole internet.”...
The Guardian (U.K.), Oct. 18
Massachusetts libraries move with the times
[http://www.boston.com/news/local/articles/2007/10/22/libraries_move_with_t
imes_discover_niches/]
At the Boston Public Library each month, teenagers get down to the
vigorous techno thumps of the popular arcade game Dance Dance Revolution.
The Norwell Public Library treats visitors to a monthly free dinner and a
movie. Borrowers in Andover take out portable, digital audio books so
tiny that they can jog through the park or shop at the mall while
listening to Dan Brown’s bestseller The Da Vinci Code....
Boston Globe, Oct. 22
Ocean County lets its domain name expire
[http://www.app.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20071023/NEWS02/710230375/10
70/NEWS02]
Type www.oceancountylibrary.org [http://www.oceancountylibrary.org] into
your web browser, and you no longer will be directed to the website for
the Ocean County (N.J.) Library. That domain name&mdash;owned by the
library system since 2000&mdash;has been purchased by someone else. The
library’s administration has been trying to reclaim its familiar website
domain since it discovered the problem earlier this month. Meanwhile,
it’s using another [http://www.oceancounty.lib.nj.us] and has purchased a
number of other names, in case it cannot purchase its old one....
Asbury Park (N.J.) Press, Oct. 23
Map thief gives himself up
[http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/world/europe/article2708751.ece]
The mystery rare-map thief has been unmasked after a worldwide
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investigation by Spanish police that led them to Britain, Australia,
North America. and Argentina. Spanish detectives flew to Buenos Aires
after César Gómez Rivero admitted to stealing up to 19 valuable maps from
a collection held at the Spanish National Library, some more than 500
years old. The loss led to the resignation of National Librarian Rosa
Regàs in August....
The Times (U.K.), Oct. 22
Tech Talk
===========================================================================
How to spot an email scam
[http://www.pcworld.com/article/id,138310-page,1-c,cybercrime/article.html]
Wonder whether the message announcing that you’ve received an e-card is
legit? Or whether PayPal is really trying to contact you? Here’s a visual
guide to spotting malware, fraud, and other dirty tricks in your inbox....
PC World, Oct. 14
Experimental library tools [http://www.rss4lib.com/library-labs.html]
Ken Varnum at the University of Michigan has posted a short list of nine
library websites (such as MIT Libraries&#8217; Betas
[http://libraries.mit.edu/help/betas/] and Vanderbilt’s Test Pilot
[http://testpilot.library.vanderbilt.edu/]) that list experimental, beta,
or trial web tools and services. He is asking other institutions with
similar sites to add them to the directory....
RSS4Lib, Oct. 22
&#8217;s 100 favorite blogs
[http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,1895,2192058,00.asp]
Brian Heater writes: “Perhaps surprisingly, the hardest part of the task
wasn’t finding 100 blogs that our staff members liked, but rather
whittling our original choices down to a mere 100. Hands down, technology
was the category that required the greatest amount of pruning.” Second
place turned out to be gossip blogs. A few that made the list: Ars
Technica, [http://arstechnica.com/index.ars] BuzzMachine,
[http://www.buzzmachine.com/] Camcorder Info,
[http://www.camcorderinfo.com/d/Blog.htm] Download Squad,
[http://www.downloadsquad.com/] Evil Mad Scientist Labs,
[http://evilmadscientist.com/] Paleo-Future,
[http://paleo-future.blogspot.com/] and Post Secret.
[http://postsecret.blogspot.com/]...
PC Magazine, Oct. 15
The list of best Mashable lists [http://www.squidoo.com/mashablelists/]
Mashable has put together hundreds of lists—useful lists of links,
carefully chosen to make you significantly more productive; so many
resources, they’re hard to sort through (unless you’ve been through
library school). Marketing guru Seth Godin lists them here. They include:
30+ wiki tools and resources,
[http://mashable.com/2007/07/16/wiki-toolbox/] 100+ tools for Flickr
addicts, [http://mashable.com/2007/08/04/flickr-toolbox/] and the
ultimate RSS toolbox. [http://mashable.com/2007/06/11/rss-toolbox/]...
Squidoo Tech, Oct. 19
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Steal this wireless policy checklist
[http://maintainitproject.org/node/219]
Use this “Quick Look” checklist to make sure you&rsquo;re covering your
bases when it comes to crafting a wireless policy for your library.
First, look at your existing internet use policy. Do you need to add
anything to it on using wireless? You may decide that it covers your
situation. Do keep in mind some possible additions, however....
Louise Alcorn, MaintainIT Project blog, Oct. 22
Non-Latin characters in name authority records
[http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/nonroman_announce.pdf] (PDF file)
The major authority record exchange partners (British Library, Library of
Congress, National Library of Medicine, and OCLC, in consultation with
Library and Archives Canada) have agreed to a basic outline that will
allow for the addition of references with non-Latin characters to name
authority records that make up the LC/NACO Authority File, following MARC
21&rsquo;s &ldquo;Model B&rdquo; for multi-script records....
Library of Congress, Cataloging Policy and Support Office, Oct. 16
Actions & Answers
===========================================================================
[http://www.celebratingresearch.org/libraries/kansas/pennell.shtml]Celebrat
ing research libraries
[http://www.arl.org/news/pr/celebrating-research-pub07.shtml]
The Association of Research Libraries has published a book and
corresponding website [http://www.celebratingresearch.org/] that profiles
selected rare and special collections in major research libraries of
North America. Celebrating Research includes 118 collection profiles,
each from a different ARL member library. Each profile is illustrated
with photographs (such as this one from the Kenneth Spencer Research
Library at the University of Kansas) and tells a story of a single
collection, recounting how the resources were acquired and developed....
Association of Research Libraries, Oct. 9
[http://www.willardghost.com/index.php?content=ghostcams]Haunted
libraries in the U.S. and elsewhere
[http://www.ilovelibraries.org/news/topstories/haunted.cfm]
George Eberhart writes: “In the fall, a journalist&rsquo;s fancy lightly
turns to thoughts of ghosts. Newspapers and magazines that haughtily
refrain from printing news of the paranormal for 11 months of the year
eagerly jump on the Halloween coach in October to regale their audiences
with dubious tales of the preternatural. The following list represents a
fairly comprehensive list of current and former library haunts.”...
I Love Libraries, Oct. 23
New round of Gates grants to public libraries
[http://www.gatesfoundation.org/UnitedStates/USLibraryProgram/Announcements
/Announce-071023.htm]
The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation announced $8.3 million in grants
October 23 to help public libraries in 10 states provide quality access
to computers and the internet. The new “Opportunity Online” hardware
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grants are for public libraries serving communities with high
concentrations of poverty and that are at risk of having outdated
technology. More than 1,000 library branches in Colorado, Delaware, Iowa,
Kansas, Maryland, Nevada, New York, Pennsylvania, Utah, and Wyoming are
eligible for grants in this first of three rounds....
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, Oct. 23
The role of public libraries in distance education
[http://meredith.wolfwater.com/wordpress/index.php/2007/10/17/online-learni
ng-and-its-impact-on-public-libraries/]
AL columnist Meredith Farkas writes: “Our distance students have no idea
that most public libraries do provide ILL services. They are floored when
I tell them that. It doesn&rsquo;t occur to many of them to even see what
their local public library might have to offer them. Public libraries
often have excellent microfilm collections with lots of great primary
source historical material. We don&rsquo;t mail our microfilm to
students, so if they can find and access back issues of The Chicago
Defender or Harper&rsquo;s at their public library, that is a great
thing.”...
Information Wants to be Free, Oct. 17
Students today [http://mediatedcultures.net/ksudigg/?p=119]
“A Vision of Students Today” is a short (4:44) video summarizing some of
the most important characteristics of students today—how they learn, what
they need to learn, their goals, hopes, dreams, what their lives will be
like, and what kinds of changes they will experience in their lifetime.
Created by Michael Wesch in collaboration with 200 students at Kansas
State University, this video has been stirring up comment
[http://blogs.princeton.edu/librarian/2007/10/visions_of_students_today.htm
l] and video responses
[http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vZ1jFaXgTnw&watch_response] a number of
places....
Digital Ethnography @ KSU, Oct. 12
Information R/evolution [http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-4CV05HyAbM]
Another video (5:28) by KSU’s Michael Wesch explores the changes in the
way we find, store, create, critique, and share information. It was
created as a conversation starter, and works especially well when
brainstorming with people about the near future and the skills needed in
order to harness, evaluate, and create information effectively.
BoingBoing calls it “a gloriously optimistic video about our collective
power to make sense of the world in a way never dreamt of in the days of
paper organization.”...
YouTube, Oct. 17
Yale library opening spurs campus-wide party
[http://yaledailynews.com/articles/view/21938]
Only at Yale University, students said, would the opening of a library
draw over 1,000 students to Cross Campus and spur a night of partying. As
the minutes ticked down toward midnight October 18&mdash;when the doors
of the newly-renovated Bass Library were thrown open for the first
time&mdash;excitement emanated from hundreds of students. As the doors
opened, they streamed down the stairs into the library chanting,
&ldquo;We love books!&rdquo; One administrator said he was enchanted by
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the experience....
Yale Daily News, Oct. 19
Best practices for protecting patron privacy
[http://www.aallnet.org/products/pub_sp0709/pub_sp0709_Handout.pdf] (PDF
file)
Now that libraries have greater-than-ever potential for collecting and
storing many types of personal data, often in digital form, librarians
must be increasingly vigilant in guarding the public trust. Fortunately,
the library literature offers many concrete actions librarians can take
to protect the confidentiality of library patrons. The University of
Vermont’s Trina J. Magi offers a checklist....
AALL Spectrum 12, no. 1 (Sept./Oct.)
OCLC is now ... OCLC
[http://blogs.ala.org/pace.php?title=oclc_is_now_oclc&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1]
Andrew Pace writes: “If you’ve been on a conference call with OCLC
lately, you might have experienced that awkwardness of not knowing who
you’re talking to sometimes&mdash;OCLC? PICA? Former Fretwell-Downing?
Well, in an effort to get out in front of the impending confusion, OCLC
has rebranded itself . . . OCLC. There’s a new logo and a new tag
line.”...
Hectic Pace blog, Oct. 24
Social networking and libraries
[http://www.oclc.org/news/releases/200678.htm]
The practice of using a social network to establish and enhance
relationships based on some common ground&mdash;shared interests, related
skills, or a common geographic location&mdash;is as old as human
societies, but social networking has flourished due to the ease of
connecting on the Web. This OCLC membership report, Sharing, Privacy, and
Trust in Our Networked World [http://www.oclc.org/reports/sharing/],
[http://www.oclc.org/reports/sharing/] explores this web of social
participation and cooperation on the internet and provides insights into
the values and social-networking habits of library users....
OCLC, Oct. 23
Summer Reading Research Study: Deadline extended
[http://jicsweb1.dom.edu/ics/Schools/Graduate_School_of_library_and_Informa
tion_Science/Summer_Reading.jnz]
Dominican University GSLIS is conducting a survey
[http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=1POUUjobMWMeaKjifwfADg_3d_3d] on
whether public library summer reading programs have an effect on student
achievement. Participation in the study will help articulate the purpose
of public library summer reading programs and open channels for healthy
discussion of key issues between the library and education communities.
The deadline has been extended to October 30....
Dominican University GSLIS
The fight continues for public access to NIH information
[http://blogs.ala.org/districtdispatch.php?title=fight_continues_for_public
_access_to_nih&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1]
The U.S. Senate is still considering the FY2008 Labor&ndash;HHS-Education
bill, which includes several very important library service–related
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funding provisions. One important provision directs the National
Institutes of Health to implement a mandatory policy ensuring the free,
timely access to all research articles stemming from NIH-funded research
via NIH&rsquo;s PubMed Central online archive. ALA, ACRL, and other
library groups have strongly supported this proposal....
District Dispatch, Oct. 20
Anglo-American national libraries join forces on RDA
[http://www.loc.gov/today/pr/2007/07-194.html]
Four national libraries have joined forces to implement a new standard
for resource description and access designed for the digital environment
in which libraries now operate. The Library of Congress, the British
Library, Library and Archives Canada, and the National Library of
Australia have agreed on a coordinated implementation of RDA: Resource
Description and Access, the successor to the Anglo-American Cataloguing
Rules....
Library of Congress, Oct. 22
Contemporary art books&#8212;free to a good home
[http://www.ducprogram.org/]
The Distribution to Underserved Communities Library Program (DUC)
distributes books on contemporary art and culture free of charge to rural
and inner-city libraries, schools, and alternative reading centers
nationwide. Offering well over 490 titles by more than 90 different
publishers, the program reaches readers in all 50 states and has placed
over 200,000 free books in public libraries, schools, and alternative
pedagogical venues....
Art Resources Transfer
Hope: Volume 1 [http://www.ethiopiareads.org/pdfs/gharticle.pdf] (PDF
file)
Melissa Fay Greene tells the story of how a children’s librarian and his
donkey-drawn bookmobile are saving the world, one child at a time.
Yohannes Gebregeorgis, a children’s librarian from the San Francisco
Public Library and cofounder of Ethiopia Reads, returned to his Ethiopian
homeland five years ago and rides the circuit across a landscape of grass
huts, volcanic lakes, camel drivers, and hyenas, accompanied by Winnie
the Pooh, Peter Rabbit, Babar, the Wizard of Oz, and other favorite kids’
books. Photos by J. Carrier....
Good Housekeeping, Oct., pp. 200–205, 286–290
Them! Google&#8217;s ambivalence toward LIS
[http://www.asis.org/Bulletin/Oct-07/miksa.html]
Shawne D. Miksa writes: “From all accounts, Google has no interest in
replacing libraries. They express a great appreciation of libraries.
However, their awareness of library and information science beyond that
of supplying people to stock and staff book storehouses is vague at best.
Their notice of the field manifests itself much like the ants in the
classic science-fiction film Them!, who only bother with the humans when
they are presented as a possible food source.”...
ASIS&T Bulletin (Oct./Nov.), pp. 30–33
New humanities research network
[http://chronicle.com/daily/2007/10/430n.htm] (subscription required)
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It’s about to get a lot easier for philosophers, classicists, and
literary scholars to share work in progress. The Social Science Research
Network, [http://www.ssrn.com/] an online clearinghouse for current
research popular among social scientists, has created a Humanities
Research Network along the same model. To begin with, the new network
will cover three areas&mdash;philosophy, classics, and English and
American literature, broken down into detailed subcategories. More
disciplines will be added in the coming months....
Chronicle of Higher Education, Oct. 22
19th-century British newspaper site launched
[http://www.bl.uk/news/2007/pressrelease20071022a.html]
The British Library, in partnership with the Joint Information Systems
Committee and Gale, launched a 19th-century British Library Newspapers
website [http://www.bl.uk/collections/britishnewspapers1800to1900.html]
October 22 as part of its £22-million digitization program.
Post-secondary education communities in the UK will enjoy free online
access to a cross-section
[http://www.bl.uk/collections/britishnewspapers1800to1900list.html] of
19th-century national and regional titles, greatly enhancing research
into British society, culture, and history....
British Library, Oct. 22
October is Theological Libraries Month
[http://www.atla.com/member/librarians_tools/TLM/TLM_07/tlm_home.html]
Theological libraries are celebrating this month with special bookmarks
and posters to advance the importance and value of theological libraries
and library services to targeted faculty, administrators, staff, and
students. Find out how participating seminary and university libraries
are using the month to showcase their services....
American Theological Library Association
Librarian&#8217;s Blues [http://youtube.com/watch?v=04jA0BGSi2k]
Keith Johnson, media center director at John F. Kennedy High School in
Bloomington, Minnesota, taped himself singing his own blues song (2:42),
which, he says,
[http://doug-johnson.squarespace.com/blue-skunk-blog/2007/10/19/librariansblues.html] “I first tried to sing on a live school TV news show at
Bloomington Kennedy last spring as I was trying to highlight the issue of
getting our books back before the school year ended.... Thanks for your
efforts to eliminate this heinous scourge of overdue books.” Johnson is
half of the talented Celtic Cat and Prairie Dog
[http://web.mac.com/keith.johnson/iWeb/catdogmusic/Home.html] duo....
YouTube; Blue Skunk Blog, Oct. 19
[http://www.techsoup.org/stock/libraries/default.asp?cg=libad&sg=ald]
[http://www.techsoup.org/stock/libraries/default.asp?cg=libad&sg=ald]
===========================================================================
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/midwinter/2008/home.htm]
ALA Midwinter Meeting in Philadelphia, January 11–16. Some institutes,
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banquets, and receptions
[http://wikis.ala.org/midwinter2008/index.php/Special_Events--Ticketed_Even
ts] are not included with your meeting registration, and require an
additional registration and/or fee.
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog&_pn=product_detai
l&_op=2408]
Search and Rescue READ poster.
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog&_pn=product_detai
l&_op=2408] Two heroes who read together are search-and-rescue volunteers
Linda Cardell, an emergency medical technician, and her 5-year-old golden
retriever Kobie. The two work for West Jersey K9 Search and Rescue, an
organization that uses highly trained dog/handler teams to find lost or
missing people; in 2005, the team traveled to Mississippi to help with
the Hurricane Katrina recovery effort. NEW! From ALA Graphics.

In this issue
October 2007
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/tableofcontents/2007contents/oct2007.cfm]
Teens and the New Literacy
Reference on the Fringe
Libraries and Charter Schools
Condoms @ your library
Libraries in the Ugandan Wild

[http://www.ala.org/ala/education/empopps/careerleadsb/displayads/American_
Libraries_Media_Kit_2008.pdf]
The American Libraries 2008 media kit (PDF file
[http://www.ala.org/ala/education/empopps/careerleadsb/displayads/American_
Libraries_Media_Kit_2008.pdf]) includes:
* Editorial calendar
* Readership profile
* Ad rate card
* Online opportunities
It’s an excellent gateway into the dynamic library and information
science market.
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Career Leads from
[http://joblist.ala.org/]
Associate Dean for Library Services,
[http://joblist.ala.org/modules/jobseeker/controller.cfm?scr=jobdetail&jobi
d=8227] St. Cloud (Minn.) State University. The Learning Resources and
Technology Services Associate Dean provides leadership in shaping the
library&rsquo;s integral role in student learning and is responsible for
library strategic planning, budgets, personnel, collections, instruction
and information literacy, reference services, archives services, and
access services....
@ More jobs [http://joblist.ala.org/]...
[https://www.libraryelearning.org/ala/?]
Digital Library of the Week
[http://vilda.alaska.edu/cdm4/item_viewer.php?CISOROOT=/cdmg11&CISOPTR=1784
&REC=22#metainfo]
Alaska&#8217;s Digital Archives. [http://vilda.alaska.edu/index.php] The
Alaska Virtual Library and Digital Archives project is a collaborative
effort initiated by the Rasmuson Library at the University of Alaska
Fairbanks, the Consortium Library at the University of Alaska Anchorage,
and the Alaska State Library in Juneau. The collection now includes over
10,000 items. Materials in the database are in many formats, including
oral histories, maps, documents, film clips, and three-dimensional
objects. Project partners continue to add new materials to the database
and are producing a guidebook identifying the lessons learned.
Do you know of a digital library collection that we can mention in this
AL Direct feature? Tell us about it. [mailto:aldirect@ala.org]

Public Perception
How the World
Sees Us
“Poetry and lyrics have populated William Parker’s artistic pencil box
since his boyhood days as a fixture at the Brooklyn Public Library. Alone
amongst the stacks, he read voraciously, tying together a worldview from
a multiplicity of cultural sources and translating it into verse.”
?Jazz writer Derek Taylor on Corn Meal Dance, the new album from bassist
William Parker’s band Raining on the Moon, Bagatellen, Oct. 15.
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[http://www.alastore.ala.org/editions/Fall08_editions_catalog.pdf]
You&rsquo;ll find the latest coverage and expert opinion in ALA Editions’
range of new fall titles
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/editions/Fall08_editions_catalog.pdf],
covering a broad
array of topics from reading motivation to strategic planning. And don’t
forget to check out the latest READ posters, bookmarks, keychains, and
bracelets in the new ALA Graphics Holiday catalog.
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/graphics/Holiday07_catalog_online.pdf]...
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/graphics/Holiday07_catalog_online.pdf]

Ask the ALA Librarian

Q. Can you tell me the number of children’s picture books that were
published in 2006?
A. There is a book, The Bowker Annual Library and Book Trade Almanac
[http://infotoday.stores.yahoo.net/bowanlibandb3.html], which includes a
report on book-title production. For the 2007 edition, the report, “Book
Title Output and Average Prices: 2005 Final and 2006 Preliminary
Figures,” was compiled by Andrew Grabois
[http://www.beneaththecover.com/andrew-grabois], working as a research
consultant for R. R. Bowker. Understand that all books for children and
teens are grouped together under the term “Juveniles.” Therefore, there
is only available a preliminary 2006 number of book titles for juveniles,
with no way of knowing how many were specifically children’s picture
books. According to Table 1, American Book Production, 2003–2006, of the
report that appears in the 2007 Bowker Annual, the preliminary number of
book titles found to be published for juveniles in 2006 was 13,369. See
the ALA Professional Tips wiki
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Number_of_Children%27s_Boo
ks_Published] for more....
@ The ALA Librarian [mailto:AskTheLibrarian@ala.org] welcomes your
questions.

Celebrate Children&#8217;s Book Week, November 12&#8211;18,
[http://www.cbcbooks.org/cbw/index_2.html] sponsored by the Children’s
Book Council. Since 1919, educators, librarians, booksellers, and
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/october/102407.txt[7/17/2014 1:08:31 PM]

families have celebrated Children’s Book Week the week before
Thanksgiving. (But in 2008 it will move to May.)

Calendar
Nov. 30:
Archives and Ethics: Reflections on Practice,
[http://www.uwm.edu/Dept/SOIS/cipr/archives_conf.html] Center for
Information Policy Research, University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee.
Dec. 4–6:
Southwestern Ohio Instructional Technology Association
[https://secure.soita.org/conference.aspx?cid=42], Annual Conference,
Dayton.
Dec. 10–11:
Coalition for Networked Information
[http://www.cni.org/tfms/2007b.fall/], Fall Task Force Meeting,
Renaissance Hotel, Washington, D.C. Register by Nov. 5.
Jan. 8–11:
Association for Library and Information Science Education
[http://www.alise.org/mc/page.do?sitePageId=55601], Annual Conference,
Philadelphia.
Jan. 11–16:
ALA Midwinter Meeting
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/midwinter/2008/home.htm],
Philadelphia.
Feb. 9–12:
Reading Recovery Council of North America,
[http://rrcna.org/conferences/national/index.asp] K-6 Classroom Literacy
Conference, Columbus, Ohio.
Feb. 17–24:
Music Library Association, [http://www.trincoll.edu/mla2008/] Annual
Meeting, Newport, Rhode Island.
Feb. 22:
Online Northwest [http://www.ous.edu/onlinenw/], Oregon State University,
Corvallis.
March 2–4:
Ohio Digital Commons for Education
[http://www.oln.org/conferences/ODCE2008], 2008 Conference, Columbus.
&ldquo;The Convergence of Learning, Libraries, and Technology.&rdquo;
March 5–7:
WebWise Conference, [http://www.imls.gov/news/2007/082307.shtm] Miami
Beach, Florida. &ldquo;WebWise 2.0: The Power of Community.&rdquo;
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March 12–14:
South Carolina Association of School Librarians
[http://www.scasl.net/conferences/index.htm], Columbia Metropolitan
Convention Center. &ldquo;Power Up @ your library.&rdquo;
March 18–21:
Electronic Resources and Libraries
[http://www.electroniclibrarian.org/ocs/index.php/erl/2008], Global
Conference Center, Atlanta, Georgia.
March 19–22:
Popular Culture Association / American Culture Association
[http://www.pcaaca.org/conference/national.php], National Conference, San
Francisco Marriott. &ldquo;Libraries, Archives, and Popular
Culture.&rdquo;
@ More [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/calendar/calendar.cfm]...

Contact Us
American Libraries Direct

AL Direct is a free electronic newsletter emailed every Wednesday to
personal members of the American Library Association [http://www.ala.org].
George M. Eberhart,
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geberhart@ala.org [mailto:geberhart@ala.org]
Daniel Kraus,
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dkraus@ala.org [mailto:dkraus@ala.org]
Greg Landgraf,
Editorial Assistant:
glandgraf@ala.org [mailto:glandgraf@ala.org]
Karen Sheets,
Graphics and Design:
ksheets@ala.org [mailto:ksheets@ala.org]
Leonard Kniffel,
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American Libraries: lkniffel@ala.org [mailto:lkniffel@ala.org]
To advertise in American Libraries Direct, contact:
Brian Searles, bsearles@ala.org [mailto:bsearles@ala.org]
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To unsubscribe from American Libraries Direct: click here [<%=
edition.unsubscribeLink %>]
AL Direct FAQ:
www.ala.org/aldirect/
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/aldirecta/aldirect.cfm]
All links outside the ALA website are provided for informational purposes
only. Questions about the content of any external site should be
addressed to the administrator of that site.
American Libraries
50 E. Huron St.
Chicago, IL 60611
www.ala.org/alonline/ [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/index.cfm]
800-545-2433,
ext. 4216
ISSN 1559-369X.

To unsubscribe from this newsletter: click here [<%=
edition.unsubscribeLink %>]
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U.S. & World News
OCLC scans the social-network
environment

OCLC has issued the third in a series of research
reports to its membership on online issues and
trends that affect library use, services, and
resources. Sharing, Privacy, and Trust in Our
Networked World, released October 22, explores
the use of social spaces online by more than
6,100 respondents, ages 14 to 84, in the United
States, Canada, France, Germany, Japan, and the
United Kingdom, and contrasts them with the views and usage of
382 U.S. library directors....

Senate okays public access to medical research

The U.S. Senate approved October 23 a measure that mandates the
deposit of peer-reviewed articles researched with the support of the
National Institutes of Health to be deposited into the National Library
of Medicine’s PubMed Central database for public availability within
12 months of publication....

Hurricane recovery progresses
in Louisiana

Two years after Hurricane Katrina
devastated the Gulf Coast, more signs of
recovery are popping up in Louisiana as
facilities reopen, millages pass, and
recovery plans take hold. New Orleans
Public Library reopened its Martin Luther King Jr. branch (above)
October 5, with speakers calling it a beacon of hope for the recovery
of the city’s Lower Ninth Ward....

San Jose officials revisit filter mandate

The controversy over filtering internet access on public library
computers has resurfaced in San Jose, California. Patron behavior at
the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library, which houses more than 1.5
million items shared between SJPL and San Jose State University,
seems to be at the center of the debate....
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ALA Midwinter Meeting
in Philadelphia, January
11–16. See jazz violinist
Regina Carter perform at
the Arthur Curley
Memorial Lecture,
January 12.
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Vancouver strike ends;
libraries reopen

Vancouver (B.C.) Public Library staff
returned to work October 22 after an
88-day strike over pay equity and
benefits issues. CUPE 391 members
voted 71% in favor of the agreement,
the union reported October 19. The
agreement was similar to the one overwhelmingly rejected ten days
earlier. In this video by CUPE 391, pay-equity advocate and former
ALA President Mitch Freedman gives a talk at the Central branch of
the Vancouver Public Library October 24 on library workers, unions,
strikes, and equitable salaries....

ALA News
Update on Mark Bard

On October 1, ALA Washington Office Technology
Policy Analyst Mark Bard was seriously injured when
struck by a drunk driver near his home. As an update
on Mark’s condition, he is breathing on his own, but
he is still unconscious. He has been moved to the
Woodbine Rehabilitation and Healthcare Center in
Alexandria, Virginia....
District Dispatch blog, Oct. 30

American Libraries
columnist Jennifer
Burek Pierce has
written a provocative
book, Sex, Brains,
and Video Games:
The Librarian’s Guide
to Teens in the
Twenty-First
Century, that outlines
what others who work
with adolescents have
learned from their
professional activities.
This is a fascinating
look at today’s teens
through the lens of
neurological,
psychological, and
educational research
placed in the context
of library services.
NEW! From ALA
Editions.

Where’s AL Direct?

Please pass this on to anyone you know
who may be asking. We get that question
a fair amount—about five times a week.
And with good reason: All ALA personal
members are eligible to receive this enewsletter, and yet, obviously, sometimes
it doesn’t show up in their inbox. The short answer to any readers
who aren’t getting AL Direct is this: We don’t know—there are a lot
of possible reasons—but send an email and we will look into it....

In this issue
November 2007

ALA Marginalia blog, Oct. 24

Survey on services to the poor: Deadline extended
The OLOS Subcommittee on Library Services to Poor and Homeless
People is measuring ALA members’ knowledge of ALA’s policy on
Library Services for the Poor in order to develop useful tools to
support the needs of today’s poor and homeless people in library
communities across the country. The survey has been reformatted
and corrected, and the new deadline for completing it is November
15....
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Immigration and
the Right to Read
Ralph Nader on
Reading
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Vartan Gregorian on
Libraries
Rebuilding
Afghanistan

Featured review:
Reference

Ferguson’s Career Guidance
Center. June 2007. Facts On File
[www.factsonfile.com].
This outstanding online database
provides thorough information on
more than 3,300 jobs and 94
industries as well as more than
48,000 entries on scholarships,
internships, and other resources.
Job and industry profiles are drawn from a wide range of
Ferguson print products, including (as of August 31, 2007)
Encyclopedia of Careers and Vocational Guidance, 13th
edition (2005). A heavily updated 14th edition of this classic
is due in 2007, and it will be essential that these updates
show up in Ferguson’s Career Guidance Center as well.
Accessible from the uncluttered home page and from the top
of every page are Jobs, Skills, Resources, Help, Quick Start
and Advanced Search options, Search History, and Search
Tips. Clicking on Jobs leads to 16 broad categories such as
Finance, Government and Public Administration, and Health
Science; each is keyed to a collection of industry profiles....

Climate change for kids

Discussing a volatile subject such
as global warming is a daunting
task for series nonfiction writers.
Perhaps because the systems at
work are so complex, acceptably
clear and complete books for
children below fifth grade seem to be scarce, but options for
older students are far more abundant. All titles listed here
were published between January 2006 and August 2007....

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
Philadelphia Update
How Philadelphia rates with travelers

Earlier this year, Travel and Leisure magazine and CNN Headline
News polled travelers and residents on what they like (and don’t like)
about 25 top urban destinations in the United States. Though their
city is praised for its historical sites and monuments, Philadelphia
residents finished last in the “attractive” category. Some other
pluses: cheap eats, museums and galleries, antiques, and sports....
Travel and Leisure, Oct. 10

ALA’s Ethics Codes

Join YALSA for the
inaugural Young Adult
Literature
Symposium, to be held
biannually starting in
2008. The first
symposium, on the
topic “How We Read
Now,” will take place
November 7–9, 2008, in
Nashville, Tennessee.
Questions? Contact
YALSA, 800-545-2433,
ext. 4390.

Career Leads
from

Director of Library
Experiences, Public
Library of Charlotte and
Mecklenburg County,
North Carolina. Plays a
key role in developing
the library’s
comprehensive vision
and strategies. Areas of
responsibility include
lifelong learning,
collection management,
adult services, children
and teen services, and
outreach....

@ More jobs...
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Division News
AASL 13th National Conference in
Reno

Omar Wasow (right), cofounder of
BlackPlanet.com and an on-air technology
analyst, brought to a close the AASL 13th
National Conference in Reno, Nevada. More
than 3,790 librarians, exhibitors, and guests
gathered at the Reno-Sparks Convention Center
October 24–28 to discuss the challenges that face American school
libraries. The conference featured eight preconference workshops,
several school and educational tours, more than 100 educational
sessions, author events, and more than 200 exhibiting companies....

AASL to offer its first digital institute

AASL has just launched its first digital institute, “Minding Your
Students’ Future,” which offers a rich continuing education experience
through multiple media, including podcasts, vodcasts, and video. The
institute pulls together a variety of digital sessions captured during
the AASL 13th National Conference and Exhibition in Reno, Nevada,
October 24–28. Registration opened October 30....

Want to share the ALA I
Love Libraries website
with the world? You can
add downloadable web
badges to your blog or
website.

Digital Library
of the Week

RUSA’s Emerging Leader

Latanya N. Jenkins, visiting assistant professor of
library science and Diversity Fellow, Archives and
Special Collection, Purdue University, has been selected
as the RUSA 2008 Emerging Leader. The Emerging
Leaders program enables new librarians to get on the
fast track to ALA and professional leadership....

New Moon rises in 2007 Teens’ Top Ten

More than 6,000 teen readers across the country
chose New Moon by Stephenie Meyer as their favorite
book in the annual Teens’ Top Ten vote, sponsored by
YALSA. The online vote took place during Teen Read
Week, October 14–20, with the second entry in
Meyer’s popular vampire romance series winning
easily. TTT is a “teen choice” booklist, put together as
part of YALSA’s Young Adult Galley Project, which
facilitates access to advance copies of young adult
books to national teen book discussion groups....

Still time to get into PLA’s 3M Leadership Institute
PLA has extended the deadline to November 16 for the 3M
Leadership Institute during the PLA 2008 National Conference in
Minneapolis. Applications may be submitted through an online form.
Presented by PLA and 3M, the Leadership Institute is a day-long
preconference focusing on developing leaders and encouraging
change within the library profession....

New luncheon
speakers added to
PLA 2008

Three new luncheon
speakers have been added
to the slate of events for
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Ancient Maps of
Jerusalem is a joint
project of the Jewish
National and University
Library and the
Department of
Geography of the
Hebrew University of
Jerusalem. It was made
possible by generous
grants of David and
Fella Shapell (the JNUL
digitization project) and
the Hebrew University’s
Historic Cities Research
Project. Before the
advent of print, maps of
Jerusalem were often
inscribed on vellum, or
more rarely created as
wall or floor mosaics.
From the late 15th
century when the first
printed map of
Jerusalem appeared,
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PLA 2008, the 12th
National Conference. Travel
writers Arthur and Pauline Frommer will keynote the Adult Author
Luncheon on March 27, and novelist Louise Erdrich will deliver the
keynote address on March 28. Tickets can be purchased online....

ALCTS symposium on entrepreneurship

Registration is now open for “Risk and Entrepreneurship in Libraries:
Seizing Opportunities for Change,” an ALCTS Midwinter Symposium
to be held January 11 in Philadelphia. The symposium will examine
the concept of risk taking and entrepreneurship in libraries in
general, with a special emphasis on collections and technical
services....

Renovating a library? LAMA can help

Any library staff member considering a library renovation or building
an entirely new facility can register for “The Complex Edifice:
Analyzing Your Dream Library,” sponsored by LAMA. This two-day
institute, led by William Sannwald, will be held January 10–11 in
Philadelphia and is open to all interested librarians and facilities
planners....

Round Table News
GODORT advocacy training
in Washington

On October 18 a baker’s dozen of
government information specialists
from the Government Documents
Roundtable gathered at the ALA
Washington Office to learn all about
advocacy. This program, organized for
GODORT by the Washington Office, was led by acclaimed “advocacy
guru” Stephanie Vance with assistance from the Office of
Government Information’s Lynne Bradley and Tara Olivero....
District Dispatch, Oct. 24

Awards

until the beginning of
the 19th century when
maps began to be based
on accurate surveys,
more than 300 maps of
Jerusalem were
designed and printed.
This beautiful collection
of ancient maps of
Jerusalem is part of the
Eran Laor Cartographic
Collection, donated in
1975 to the Jewish
National and University
Library in Jerusalem by
the famous collector
Eran Laor.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.

Public
Perception
How the World
Sees Us

“No librarians were
harmed in the
making of this
show.”
—Wayne Hope, director of
the dark Australian TV
comedy The Librarians,
which debuted October 31,
The West Australian, Oct.
31.

2008 RUSA awards

RUSA wants to learn about innovative, outstanding achievements
made in the field of reference and adult services librarianship for the
15 awards it is offering this year. The deadline for most awards is
December 15....

RUSA Emerald Research Grant

RUSA’s Business Reference and Services Section is calling for
nominations for its 2008 Emerald Research Grant Award. Two $5,000
cash awards, donated by Emerald Group Publishing Limited, will be
given to ALA members seeking support in conducting research in
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Teresa Y. Neely and
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business librarianship. The deadline for submitting nominations is
December 15....

Manuscripts sought for student writing award

LITA is offering an award for the best unpublished manuscript
submitted by a student or students enrolled in an ALA-accredited
graduate program. Donated by Ex Libris, the award consists of
$1,000, publication in LITA’s refereed journal Information Technology
and Libraries, and a certificate. The deadline for submission of the
manuscript is February 28....

ALA scholarships

ALA has more than $300,000 for students who are studying library
science or school library media at the master’s degree level.
Scholarships typically range from $2,500 to $6,500 per student per
year. The application and instructions are available online, and the
deadline is March 1....

Lorna Peterson discuss
the recruitment,
retention, and
advancement of
librarians of color in
academic and research
libraries in the October
issue of College &
Research Libraries
News.

Ask the ALA
Librarian

LITA scholarships

Applications are being accepted for three LITA scholarships: the
Christian Larew Memorial Scholarship (sponsored by Informata.com),
the LSSI Minority Scholarship, and the OCLC Minority Scholarship.
The scholarships are designed to encourage qualified persons to
enter the library automation field. The deadline is March 1....

ASCLA Century Scholarship

Until March 1, ASCLA is accepting applications for the Century
Scholarship, an annual $2,500 scholarship that funds services or
accommodations for a library school student or students with
disabilities....

The Newbery Medal: Six Q&A

Julie Corsaro, ALSC Priority Group Consultant VI, provides answers to
such questions as: “I do a mock Newbery in my library every year,
and would love to have a shortlist of possible Newbery winners. Why
isn’t one available?”...
ALSC Blog, Oct. 28

UNC Knowledge Trust awards

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill’s Louis Round Wilson
Academy recently honored eight individuals for outstanding
contributions in information technology and library science. The
honorees were Ryan P. Allis (iContact), the late Thomas Barnett
(UNC-CH), Thomas S. Blanton (National Security Archive), Jeffrey
Elkner (Open Book Project), John Hanke (Google Earth), Pamela
Jones (Groklaw.net), Brewster Kahle (Internet Archive), and David P.
Reed (MIT Media Lab)....
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Oct. 25

Prison wins German Library of
the Year award

A small, closed-to-the-public library at a
prison in Münster, in west-central
Germany, has been named national
Library of the Year, awarded by the
German Library Association. JVA-Münster
even beat out the heavyweights, Munich Municipal Library and the
university library in Karlsruhe, in the competition for the 30,000-euro
($43,000) prize....
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Q. I have a fantastic
library page who is
still a high school
student. I want to
encourage her to go
to library school and
become a librarian.
Where can I direct
her?
A. Information on
becoming a librarian
can be found at ALA
Education & Careers,
which points to ALA’s
LibraryCareers.org.
Information can be
found about pursuing
the master’s degree in
library science and
also about ALA’s
scholarship program.
There's also the
recent ALA
publication, Straight
from the Stacks: A
First Hand Guide to
Careers in Library and
Information Science
by Laura Townsend
Kane. See the ALA
Professional Tips wiki
for more....
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@ The ALA Librarian

Deutsche Welle, Oct. 27

welcomes your
questions.

Seen Online
Reading Jane Austen on a BlackBerry

Columnist Steve Johnson writes: “I just read Pride and
Prejudice on my BlackBerry. And, against all my own
prejudices, all my own pride in the history and
tradition of the printed word, I liked it. I liked holding
it in one hand, having it always with me, and
customizing my fonts and screen color. I really liked
reading it in bed without the encumbrance of a book
light. I hadn’t expected to fall so easily under the spell
of the e-book.”...
Chicago Tribune, Oct. 26

New York Public Library gets
Hepburn theater material

Before becoming a movie star, Katharine Hepburn
was a powerful presence on the stage, and she
continued to act and tour in plays throughout her
life. The New York Public Library for the
Performing Arts at Lincoln Center has acquired
Hepburn’s personal collection of thousands of
pages of notes, journals, photographs, cast lists,
scripts, contracts, fan letters, and other documentation relating to
her important but perhaps lesser-known theatrical career.....
New York Public Library, Oct. 30; New York Times, Oct. 30

Background checks cause a stir in Fayetteville

Unannounced criminal background checks on Fayetteville (Ark.) Public
Library employees and the possibility of criminal checks on the 160–
400 library volunteers have led to a sensitive situation at the library.
Volunteers, some of whom resigned over the matter, wrote in letters
to Executive Director Louise Schaper and board members about
being offended and dismayed, about anger and disappointment, and
about misuse of power....
Fayetteville Northwest Arkansas Times, Oct. 29

Controversy over gay program in Maine

A controversial program has caused the York (Maine) Public Library
to alter its sponsorship policy for outside groups, prompted a trustee
to resign in protest, and impelled donors to threaten to withhold
financial support for the library. The York Diversity Forum and York
High School Civil Rights Team will hold the program November 3
about gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgendered, and questioning people.
Assertions of homophobia, email threats, criticism of broken library
rules, warnings about the library’s standing in the community, and
complaints that library trustees yielded to political pressure are
rife....

Bibliographic
Control group to
present its draft
report. After a year
of careful and
comprehensive study,
the Library of
Congress Working
Group on the Future
of Bibliographic
Control will present
its draft report to LC
managers and staff in
the Coolidge
Auditorium at 1:30
p.m. Eastern time on
November 13. A live
webcast will allow
librarians around the
country to view the
presentation, and a
comment period on
the draft report will
open immediately
following the
presentation and last
until December 15.

Calendar
Dec. 3–4:

Basic Maps
Cataloging
Workshop, Field
Museum, Chicago.
Sponsored by ALCTS.

Dec. 4–5:

Portsmouth (N.H.) Herald, Oct. 31

Fundraising, Arizona
State Library, Archives
and Public Records,
Phoenix. Certified
Public Library
Administrator course
sponsored by PLA.

Bedford County schools review book

Dec. 10–11:
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challenge rules

After two recent incidents that ended with the
removal of library books from Bedford County (Va.)
elementary and high schools, a committee of 15
librarians from the school district met October 29 to
discuss the policy for challenging materials. The first
book, The Making of Dr. Truelove by Derrick Barnes,
was removed for sexual content; the second, Totally
Joe by James Howe, about a gay middle-school boy,
was removed for not being age-appropriate....
Lynchburg (Va.) News and Advance, Oct. 29

One Catholic school bans Harry Potter . . .

Last month, students at St. Joseph Parish School in Wakefield,
Massachusetts, found that their favorite series had disappeared from
the school library, after the church pastor, Fr. Ronald Barker,
removed the books, declaring that the themes of witchcraft and
sorcery were inappropriate for a Catholic school. The removal is the
first reported instance of Potter banning in the Bay State....
Boston Globe, Oct. 25

. . . another finds God in the
series

After watching a scene from Harry Potter and
the Chamber of Secrets, students pulled out
their Bibles from underneath their desks. Tom
Cloutier, a theology teacher at Nashua (N.H.)
Catholic Regional Junior High School, was
hosting the second session of a new weekly
after-school course called “Searching For God in Harry Potter.”
Cloutier’s class looks at the popular series from a theological
standpoint, touching on issues like examining traits of Harry Potter
that are similar to Jesus Christ....
Nashua (N.H.) Telegraph, Oct. 25

European Digital Library at a crossroads

In the early stages of its planning, the European Digital Library held
the promise of a counterstrike to Google domination of digital
archives through the search engine’s vast book search project and
powerful alliances with American universities. But as the European
project prepares for its debut early next year, the 80 museums, film
institutes, and national libraries involved are facing the reality of
limited government funding for the enormous task, and they are now
striking a variety of alliances with private companies, including
national deals with Google....
International Herald Tribune, Oct. 28

Ohio law libraries face changes

If not for the small sign next to the door, the Stark County Law
Library’s entrance looks like that of a storage room. More than
60,000 volumes, plus electronic databases, take up a quarter of the
County Office Building’s fourth floor. But over the next five years,
law library associations will assume the costs of staff, rent, and
utilities—expenses formerly paid by counties. On a different track, a
task force is recommending a complete overhaul of the law library
system....
Canton (Ohio) Repository, Oct. 28
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Management of
Technology, Houston
Area Library System.
Certified Public Library
Administrator course
sponsored by PLA.

Jan. 9–10:

Metadata and Digital
Library
Development,
Philadelphia.
Sponsored by ALCTS
and the Library of
Congress.

Jan. 29–30:

Fundraising, Georgia
State Library, Atlanta.
Certified Public Library
Administrator course
sponsored by PLA.

Feb. 19–20:

Budget and Finance,
Peninsula Library
System, San Mateo,
California. Certified
Public Library
Administrator course
sponsored by PLA.

Feb. 21–22:

Current Issues,
Arizona State Library,
Archives and Public
Records, Phoenix.
Certified Public Library
Administrator course
sponsored by PLA.

Feb. 26–27:

Management of
Technology, Kansas
City (Mo.) Metropolitan
Library and
Information Network.
Certified Public Library
Administrator course
sponsored by PLA.

Mar. 6–7:

Planning and
Management of
Buildings, Florida
Library Association,
Orlando. Certified
Public Library
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Tech Talk
Why do office phones stink?

Adam Richardson writes: “Why is it that your
typical office phone stinks compared with the one
you have at home? Here are a few of the ways
they are harder to use and do less. Office phones
are ugly; stylistically they are circa 1985 and
made with shiny black textured plastics that would
embarrass a home phone or cell phone. And they
have cords.”...
C|Net Matter/Anti-Matter blog, Oct. 30

LC and Xerox collaborate on digital
preservation

As part of the Library of Congress’s mission to
ensure that America’s history and heritage are
accessible for generations to come, LC and
Xerox Corporation are working together to
develop better ways to store, preserve, and
access treasured digital images. The two
organizations are studying the potential of using the JPEG 2000
format in large repositories of digital cultural-heritage materials. The
outcome may be leaner, faster systems that institutions around the
country can use to store their riches and to make their collections
widely accessible. Watch a web presentation (5:25) given by Xerox
Research Fellow Robert Buckley on JPEG 2000 and the LC
collaboration....
Library of Congress, Oct. 25; Xerox, Oct. 25

Schemes to add functionality to the web OPAC

Peter Murray writes: “OPAC enhancement schemes fall into four
categories: web OPAC enhancements, web OPAC wrappers, web
OPAC replacements, and integrated library system replacements. I’m
outlining these four techniques in a report I’m editing for an
OhioLINK strategic task force. Generally speaking, this list is ordered
by cost/complexity to implement—from lowest to highest—as well as
the ability to offer the described enhanced services from least likely
to most likely.”...
Disruptive Library Technology Jester, Oct. 15

Turn any action into a keyboard
shortcut

Adam Pash writes: “The free, open source scripting
language AutoHotkey may not be one of the most
powerful or popular programming languages on
the planet, but that’s okay—it’s not just made for
programmers. That’s because AutoHotkey is well
within the grasp of regular folks like you or me—
people who have a fair understanding of computers and are willing to
learn just a little to make major strides in productivity. Today I’ll
show you how to use AutoHotkey to turn almost any action into a
keyboard shortcut.”...
Lifehacker, Oct. 30

How Internet TV works

John Fuller writes: “Internet TV, in simple terms, is video and audio
delivered over an internet connection. It’s also known as Internet
Protocol Television, or IPTV. You can watch Internet TV on a
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Administrator course
sponsored by PLA.

Apr. 1–2:

Current Issues,
Prairie Area Library
System, Moline,
Illinois. Certified Public
Library Administrator
course sponsored by
PLA.

Apr. 15–16:

Fundraising,
Washington/Oregon
Joint State Library
Conference,
Vancouver,
Washington. Certified
Public Library
Administrator course
sponsored by PLA.

Apr. 29–30:

Fundraising,
Peninsula Library
System, San Mateo,
California. Certified
Public Library
Administrator course
sponsored by PLA.

Apr. 29–30:

ACRL/LAMA Joint
Spring Virtual
Institute. “Leading
from the Middle:
Managing in All
Directions.”

May 6–7:

Politics and
Networking, Southern
Adirondack Library
System, Saratoga
Springs, New York.
Certified Public Library
Administrator course
sponsored by PLA.

May 7–8:

Strategic HR:
Organization and
Personnel
Management, Ohio
Library Council,
Columbus. Certified
Public Library
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computer screen, a television screen (through a set-top box), or a
mobile device like a cell phone or an iPod. Internet TV is relatively
new—there are lots of different ways to get it, and quality, content,
and costs can vary greatly.”...
How Stuff Works

How Google maps the world
(registration required)

The images in Google Earth, which are
shared by Google Maps, are actually a
combination of aerial photos and
satellite imagery—and a lot of post
processing. Technology Review
interviewed engineers at Google and at
DigitalGlobe, the company that supplies
Google’s satellite photos, and did a little bit of reverse-engineering to
figure out how it works....

Technology Review 110, no. 6 (Nov./Dec.): 20–21

Use your shirt to power up your cell phone

Australian researchers are developing shirts that will generate
electricity whenever the wearer moves. The shirts would directly
power mobile telephones, portable music players, and other small
electrical appliances. The secret behind the idea involves fabric made
from piezoelectrical materials. “Whenever you bend or deform
piezoelectrical material, it creates an electrical charge,” said CSIRO
project leader Adam Best, adding that the day may not be far off
when people could make phone calls simply by talking into their
collars....
Sydney (N.S.W.) Morning Herald, Oct. 27

Online translation sites

Wendy Boswell writes: “The Web makes it possible
to search for documents written in every
conceivable language, but what if you don’t actually
know the language you find that special somethin’
written in? No worries—there are plenty of online
translation services that can give you anything from
just a good idea to a complete translation of what you’re looking at.
Disclaimer: None of the following language translation services can
substitute for a real live human translator.”...
Lifehacker, Oct. 22

3M to distribute Checkpoint products

The 3M Company and Checkpoint Systems
announced a joint agreement October 29 to
expand each company’s commitment to the
library market. Under terms of the alliance, 3M’s
Library Systems will become the exclusive
reseller of Checkpoint’s line of library security
and productivity products, including RFID security
systems, media-storage solutions, and computer-management
software. Checkpoint will continue selling those products directly to
libraries. Andrew Pace adds some insight....
3M, Oct. 29; Hectic Pace blog, Oct. 31

Actions & Answers
Why Sen. Inhofe tried to sabotage
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/october/103107.htm[7/17/2014 1:08:36 PM]
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open access

So why exactly did Senator James Inhofe (R-Okla.)
attempt to gut the open access provisions of a bill
passed by the Senate? Could it be because his 11th
biggest financial contributor over the past five years
was Reed-Elsevier, one of the largest for-profit
publishers of scientific research in the world?...
Salon, Oct. 26

Amicus brief filed challenging COPA

The Center for Democracy and Technology filed an amicus brief in
federal appeals court October 29 challenging the Child Online
Protection Act as a violation of the First Amendment. The brief,
submitted to the Third Circuit on behalf of CDT and 17 other groups
(including the Freedom to Read Foundation), argued that COPA
places unconstitutional burdens on producers and distributors of web
content. Other strategies are more effective than COPA at protecting
children from inappropriate online content....
Center for Democracy and Technology, Oct. 29

Academic research and writing

Wayne Bivens-Tatum writes: “Librarians who not only know how to
write but how to teach writing have an advantage over those who
don’t. In one sense, librarians have done their job. One way or
another, students often find at least some resources for their essays,
but they just don’t know what to do with them once they’ve found
them. Professors expect students to know what to do with sources,
but typically don’t spend much class time addressing these issues.”...
Academic Librarian blog, Oct. 26

Betsy Wilson’s crystal ball

University of Washington Dean of Libraries Betsy
Wilson speaks at UC Berkeley in this 90-minute
webcast and imagines the future of research libraries
by taking a look back, gazing into the crystal ball,
and suggesting four areas for strategic investment.
Investment areas include: 1) collaboration and
collective action; 2) culture of assessment; 3) the
global research library; and 4) creating a workplace
of choice....
University of California Berkeley Libraries, Oct. 16

Ten reasons to blog and other blogging issues

Walt Crawford writes: “When you’re reading tips for blogging and
comments about blogs, it helps to start with a good sense of why
you’re blogging. There are many reasons to blog, but most tips seem
to assume you’re aiming for a huge, influential audience or plan to
make money through ads. Many of us don’t necessarily want a
‘popular’ blog—we just want to reach an appropriate audience, which
might be tiny.”...
Cites & Insights 7, no. 12 (Nov.)

Fall is for phonological fun

Ann Crewdson writes: “Not only apples and
pumpkins are plump this season but there is also
an abundance of books, especially those
emphasizing phonological awareness, one of the
six early literacy skills (what children need to know
about reading and writing before they actually
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read and write). Check out this bountiful harvest
of books.”...
ALSC Blog, Oct. 25

Finding old web pages

Greg Notess writes: “The Web changes constantly, and sometimes
the page that had just the information you needed yesterday is not
available today. There are several sources for finding web pages as
they used to exist. Some are important alternative sites that may
have pages not available at Google or the Wayback Machine; plus
they may have an archived page from a different date.”...
Search Engine Showdown, Oct. 29

Book vagabonding in Europe

If you plan to wander about Europe looking for
cool bookstores, a good place to start is the
Bookstore Guide blog. Contributors describe
their favorite spots to find bibliotreasures,
among them the SF Bokhandeln in Stockholm,
the Behemot Bookshot in Ljubljana (right), and
the American Bookstore in Warsaw....
Bookstore Guide

GLBT content in teen comics and graphic novels
file)

(PDF

Devon Greyson of the Centre for Health Services and Policy Research
in Vancouver, British Columbia, offers a brief review of intellectual
freedom issues with teen-oriented graphic novels containing gay
themes in Canada and the United States....
Collection Building 26, no. 4 (2007): 130–134

ARL annual salary survey

The Association of Research Libraries has published its
Annual Salary Survey 2006–07, which analyzes salary
data for all professional staff working in the 123 ARL
member libraries. The survey found that the
combined median professional salary in U.S. and
Canadian ARL university libraries was $59,648—a
4.5% increase from the previous year. Minority
librarians make up 13.5% of the professional staff in
American research libraries. The overall salary for women in ARL
libraries is 95.7% of that paid to men....
Association of Research Libraries, Oct. 23

George Needham is 2007 Charlotte Kim
Scholar in Residence
The Chicago Public Library will host its annual
“Charlotte Kim Scholars in Residence Program” on
November 7 at the Harold Washington Library
Center. The 2007 Scholar is OCLC Vice President of
Member Services George Needham. Since 1998, the
program has provided librarians an opportunity to
reflect on the changing world of librarianship while
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exchanging ideas and information....
Chicago Public Library, Oct. 30

Live Search Maps getting better at directions

Erick Schonfeld writes: “The latest in the feature race comes from
Microsoft’s Live Search Maps. For one thing, it has fixed a major bug
in most mapping apps: overly-detailed driving directions. You now
have the option of skipping the first nine ‘turn left at the stop sign
two blocks from your house’ type of directions and start the guidance
from the nearest major highway.” Also, landmarks are given in
driving directions that indicate you’ve gone too far, and traffic speeds
are shown in four different colors....
TechCrunch blog, Oct. 29

Australian library workers

The Australian Bureau of Statistics classifies 29,000 of the continent’s
10-million employees as library workers. 3,400 are librarians; 8,800
are library assistants; and 6,700 work as library technicians.
Librarians are paid relatively well when compared with the workforce
as a whole. They earn 120% of the Australian average wage. Library
technicians earn 104%. Some 65% are age 45 or older, compared to
36% in the total workforce....
Australian Library and Information Association

Designer T-shirts benefit NYPL

New Haven, Connecticut, artist Ryan Waller
created a “Library” design for the Part of It
Project, which asked artists to invent a
design for tees and totes that will support
the cause of their choice. Waller selected the New York Public Library
(and MOMA for his “Museum” shirts)....
Part of It Project

The LC/White House
connection in World War II

Larry Nix describes how a librarian at
the Library of Congress played an
influential role in World War II: “The
librarian was Thomas S. Shaw, who
worked for many years in the
Bibliography and Reference Division and later taught at the Library
School of Louisiana State University. Earlier this year, I came into
possession of a large lot of envelopes addressed to Shaw. Among
them was this one mailed to Shaw from the White House on January
26, 1949. Shaw secretly obtained books for George McKee Elsey, a
White House aide, who used them to compile background information
to brief Roosevelt and his military advisors for FDR’s trips outside the
country during World War II.”...
Library History Buff
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U.S. & World News
===========================================================================
OCLC scans the social-network environment
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/october2007/o
clcsocial.cfm]
OCLC has issued the third in a series of research reports to its
membership on online issues and trends that affect library use, services,
and resources. Sharing, Privacy, and Trust in Our Networked World,
[http://www.oclc.org/reports/sharing/] released October 22, explores the
use of social spaces online by more than 6,100 respondents, ages 14 to
84, in the United States, Canada, France, Germany, Japan, and the United
Kingdom, and contrasts them with the views and usage of 382 U.S. library
directors....
Senate okays public access to medical research
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/october2007/s
enatenih.cfm]
The U.S. Senate approved October 23 a measure that mandates the deposit
of peer-reviewed articles researched with the support of the National
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Institutes of Health to be deposited into the National Library of
Medicine&rsquo;s PubMed Central database for public availability within
12 months of publication....
Hurricane recovery progresses in Louisiana
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/october2007/k
atrinaprogress.cfm]
Two years after Hurricane Katrina devastated the Gulf Coast, more signs
of recovery are popping up in Louisiana as facilities reopen, millages
pass, and recovery plans take hold. New Orleans Public Library reopened
its Martin Luther King Jr. branch (above) October 5, with speakers
calling it a beacon of hope for the recovery of the city&rsquo;s Lower
Ninth Ward....
San Jose officials revisit filter mandate
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/october2007/s
anjosefilter.cfm]
The controversy over filtering internet access on public library
computers has resurfaced in San Jose, California. Patron behavior at the
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library, which houses more than 1.5 million
items shared between SJPL and San Jose State University, seems to be at
the center of the debate....
Vancouver strike ends; libraries reopen
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/october2007/v
ancouveropen.cfm]
Vancouver (B.C.) Public Library staff returned to work October 22 after
an 88-day strike over pay equity and benefits issues. CUPE 391 members
voted 71% in favor of the agreement, the union reported October 19. The
agreement was similar to the one overwhelmingly rejected ten days
earlier. In this video [http://www.cupe391.ca/advocacy/freedman.shtml] by
CUPE 391, pay-equity advocate and former ALA President Mitch Freedman
gives a talk at the Central branch of the Vancouver Public Library
October 24 on library workers, unions, strikes, and equitable salaries....
ALA News
===========================================================================
Update on Mark Bard
[http://blogs.ala.org/districtdispatch.php?title=mark_bard_update&more=1&c=
1&tb=1&pb=1]
On October 1, ALA Washington Office Technology Policy Analyst Mark Bard
was seriously injured when struck by a drunk driver near his home. As an
update on Mark’s condition, he is breathing on his own, but he is still
unconscious. He has been moved to the Woodbine Rehabilitation and
Healthcare Center in Alexandria, Virginia....
District Dispatch blog, Oct. 30
? [http://discuss.ala.org/marginalia/2007/10/24/wheres-al-direct/]
Please pass this on to anyone you know who may be asking. We get that
question a fair amount&mdash;about five times a week. And with good
reason: All ALA personal members are eligible to receive this
e-newsletter, and yet, obviously, sometimes it doesn&rsquo;t show up in
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their inbox. The short answer to any readers who aren&rsquo;t getting AL
Direct is this: We don&rsquo;t know&mdash;there are a lot of possible
reasons&mdash;but send an email [mailto:aldirect@ala.org] and we will
look into it....
ALA Marginalia blog, Oct. 24
Survey on services to the poor: Deadline extended
[http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=wnDtI0wIIxLQlpyCMcuwsw_3d_3d]
The OLOS Subcommittee on Library Services to Poor and Homeless People is
measuring ALA members&rsquo; knowledge of ALA&rsquo;s policy on Library
Services for the Poor in order to develop useful tools to support the
needs of today&rsquo;s poor and homeless people in library communities
across the country. The survey has been reformatted and corrected, and
the new deadline for completing it is November 15....

Featured review: Reference
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=2119789]
Ferguson’s Career Guidance Center. June 2007. Facts On File
[www.factsonfile.com].
This outstanding online database provides thorough information on more
than 3,300 jobs and 94 industries as well as more than 48,000 entries on
scholarships, internships, and other resources. Job and industry profiles
are drawn from a wide range of Ferguson print products, including (as of
August 31, 2007) Encyclopedia of Careers and Vocational Guidance, 13th
edition (2005). A heavily updated 14th edition of this classic is due in
2007, and it will be essential that these updates show up in
Ferguson&rsquo;s Career Guidance Center as well. Accessible from the
uncluttered home page and from the top of every page are Jobs, Skills,
Resources, Help, Quick Start and Advanced Search options, Search History,
and Search Tips. Clicking on Jobs leads to 16 broad categories such as
Finance, Government and Public Administration, and Health Science; each
is keyed to a collection of industry profiles....
Climate change for kids
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=2271348]
Discussing a volatile subject such as global warming is a daunting task
for series nonfiction writers. Perhaps because the systems at work are so
complex, acceptably clear and complete books for children below fifth
grade seem to be scarce, but options for older students are far more
abundant. All titles listed here were published between January 2006 and
August 2007....
@ Visit Booklist Online [http://www.booklistonline.com] for other reviews
and much more....

Philadelphia Update
===========================================================================
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How Philadelphia rates with travelers
[http://www.travelandleisure.com/afc/2007/city/philadelphia/visitor]
Earlier this year, Travel and Leisure magazine and CNN Headline News
polled travelers and residents on what they like (and don’t like) about
25 top urban destinations in the United States. Though their city is
praised for its historical sites and monuments, Philadelphia residents
finished last in the “attractive” category. Some other pluses: cheap
eats, museums and galleries, antiques, and sports....
Travel and Leisure, Oct. 10

Division News
===========================================================================
AASL 13th National Conference in Reno
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/aaslwr07.htm]
Omar Wasow (right), cofounder of BlackPlanet.com and an on-air technology
analyst, brought to a close the AASL 13th National Conference in Reno,
Nevada. More than 3,790 librarians, exhibitors, and guests gathered at
the Reno-Sparks Convention Center October 24–28 to discuss the challenges
that face American school libraries. The conference featured eight
preconference workshops, several school and educational tours, more than
100 educational sessions, author events, and more than 200 exhibiting
companies....
AASL to offer its first digital institute
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/diginstitute07.htm]
AASL has just launched its first digital institute, &ldquo;Minding Your
Students’ Future,&rdquo; which offers a rich continuing education
experience through multiple media, including podcasts, vodcasts, and
video. The institute pulls together a variety of digital sessions
captured during the AASL 13th National Conference and Exhibition in Reno,
Nevada, October 24–28. Registration
[http://www.ala.org/ala/aasl/aasleducation/onlinecontinuing/onlinecontinuin
g.cfm] opened October 30....
RUSA&#8217;s Emerging Leader
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/jenkins07.htm]
Latanya N. Jenkins, visiting assistant professor of library science and
Diversity Fellow, Archives and Special Collection, Purdue University, has
been selected as the RUSA 2008 Emerging Leader. The Emerging Leaders
program enables new librarians to get on the fast track to ALA and
professional leadership....
rises in 2007 Teens&#8217; Top Ten
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/newmoon07.htm]
More than 6,000 teen readers across the country chose New Moon by
Stephenie Meyer as their favorite book in the annual Teens’ Top Ten vote,
sponsored by YALSA. The online vote took place during Teen Read Week,
October 14–20, with the second entry in Meyer’s popular vampire romance
series winning easily. TTT is a &ldquo;teen choice&rdquo; booklist, put
together as part of YALSA’s Young Adult Galley Project, which facilitates
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access to advance copies of young adult books to national teen book
discussion groups....
Still time to get into PLA&#8217;s 3M Leadership Institute
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/3M07.htm]
PLA has extended the deadline to November 16 for the 3M Leadership
Institute during the PLA 2008 National Conference in Minneapolis.
Applications may be submitted through an online form.
[http://cs.ala.org/pla/leadershipinstitute/login.cfm] Presented by PLA
and 3M, the Leadership Institute is a day-long preconference focusing on
developing leaders and encouraging change within the library
profession....
New luncheon speakers added to PLA 2008
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/luncheon07.htm]
Three new luncheon speakers have been added to the slate of events for
PLA 2008, the 12th National Conference. Travel writers Arthur and Pauline
Frommer will keynote the Adult Author Luncheon on March 27, and novelist
Louise Erdrich will deliver the keynote address on March 28. Tickets can
be purchased online [http://www.placonference.org/]....
ALCTS symposium on entrepreneurship
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/rande07.htm]
Registration is now open for &ldquo;Risk and Entrepreneurship in
Libraries: Seizing Opportunities for Change,&rdquo; an ALCTS Midwinter
Symposium to be held January 11 in Philadelphia. The symposium will
examine the concept of risk taking and entrepreneurship in libraries in
general, with a special emphasis on collections and technical services....
Renovating a library? LAMA can help
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/tools07.htm]
Any library staff member considering a library renovation or building an
entirely new facility can register for “The Complex Edifice: Analyzing
Your Dream Library,” sponsored by LAMA. This two-day institute, led by
William Sannwald, will be held January 10–11 in Philadelphia and is open
to all interested librarians and facilities planners....
Round Table News
===========================================================================
GODORT advocacy training in Washington
[http://blogs.ala.org/districtdispatch.php?title=godort_participates_in_adv
ocacy_training&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1]
On October 18 a baker’s dozen of government information specialists from
the Government Documents Roundtable gathered at the ALA Washington Office
to learn all about advocacy. This program, organized for GODORT by the
Washington Office, was led by acclaimed “advocacy guru” Stephanie Vance
with assistance from the Office of Government Information’s Lynne Bradley
and Tara Olivero....
District Dispatch, Oct. 24
Awards
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===========================================================================
2008 RUSA awards
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/rusaawards07.htm]
RUSA wants to learn about innovative, outstanding achievements made in
the field of reference and adult services librarianship for the 15 awards
[http://www.ala.org/ala/rusa/rusaawards/default.cfm] it is offering this
year. The deadline for most awards is December 15....
RUSA Emerald Research Grant
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/emerald07.htm]
RUSA’s Business Reference and Services Section is calling for nominations
for its 2008 Emerald Research Grant Award. Two $5,000 cash awards,
donated by Emerald Group Publishing Limited, will be given to ALA members
seeking support in conducting research in business librarianship. The
deadline for submitting nominations is December 15....
Manuscripts sought for student writing award
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/libris07.htm]
LITA is offering an award for the best unpublished manuscript submitted
by a student or students enrolled in an ALA-accredited graduate program.
Donated by Ex Libris, the award consists of $1,000, publication in LITA’s
refereed journal Information Technology and Libraries, and a certificate.
The deadline for submission of the manuscript is February 28....
ALA scholarships
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/scholarship07.htm]
ALA has more than $300,000 for students who are studying library science
or school library media at the master’s degree level. Scholarships
typically range from $2,500 to $6,500 per student per year. The
application and instructions are available online,
[http://www.ala.org/scholarships] and the deadline is March 1....
LITA scholarships
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/lita07.htm]
Applications are being accepted for three LITA scholarships: the
Christian Larew Memorial Scholarship (sponsored by Informata.com), the
LSSI Minority Scholarship, and the OCLC Minority Scholarship. The
scholarships are designed to encourage qualified persons to enter the
library automation field. The deadline is March 1....
ASCLA Century Scholarship
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/october2007/century07.htm]
Until March 1, ASCLA is accepting applications for the Century
Scholarship, an annual $2,500 scholarship that funds services or
accommodations for a library school student or students with
disabilities....
The Newbery Medal: Six Q&amp;A [http://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/?p=53]
Julie Corsaro, ALSC Priority Group Consultant VI, provides answers to
such questions as: “I do a mock Newbery in my library every year, and
would love to have a shortlist of possible Newbery winners. Why
isn&rsquo;t one available?”...
ALSC Blog, Oct. 28
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UNC Knowledge Trust awards
[http://www.unc.edu/news/archives/oct07/ktrust102507.html]
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill’s Louis Round Wilson
Academy recently honored eight individuals for outstanding contributions
in information technology and library science. The honorees were Ryan P.
Allis (iContact), the late Thomas Barnett (UNC-CH), Thomas S. Blanton
(National Security Archive), Jeffrey Elkner (Open Book Project), John
Hanke (Google Earth), Pamela Jones (Groklaw.net), Brewster Kahle
(Internet Archive), and David P. Reed (MIT Media Lab)....
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Oct. 25
Prison wins German Library of the Year award
[http://www.dw-world.de/dw/article/0,2144,2844043,00.html]
A small, closed-to-the-public library at a prison in Münster, in
west-central Germany, has been named national Library of the Year,
awarded by the German Library Association. JVA-M&uuml;nster
[http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Justizvollzugsanstalt_Münster] even beat
out the heavyweights, Munich Municipal Library and the university library
in Karlsruhe, in the competition for the 30,000-euro ($43,000) prize....
Deutsche Welle, Oct. 27
===========================================================================
[http://americanlibrariesbuyersguide.com]
===========================================================================
Seen Online
===========================================================================
Reading Jane Austen on a BlackBerry
[http://www.chicagotribune.com/technology/columnists/chi-1026internetoct26,
0,3469148.column]
Columnist Steve Johnson writes: “I just read Pride and Prejudice on my
BlackBerry. And, against all my own prejudices, all my own pride in the
history and tradition of the printed word, I liked it. I liked holding it
in one hand, having it always with me, and customizing my fonts and
screen color. I really liked reading it in bed without the encumbrance of
a book light. I hadn’t expected to fall so easily under the spell of the
e-book.”...
Chicago Tribune, Oct. 26
New York Public Library gets Hepburn theater material
[http://www.nytimes.com/2007/10/30/theater/30kate.html]
Before becoming a movie star, Katharine Hepburn was a powerful presence
on the stage, and she continued to act and tour in plays throughout her
life. The New York Public Library for the Performing Arts at Lincoln
Center has acquired [http://www.nypl.org/press/2007/hepburn.cfm]
Hepburn&rsquo;s personal collection of thousands of pages of notes,
journals, photographs, cast lists, scripts, contracts, fan letters, and
other documentation relating to her important but perhaps lesser-known
theatrical career.....
New York Public Library, Oct. 30; New York Times, Oct. 30
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Background checks cause a stir in Fayetteville
[http://www.nwanews.com/nwat/News/58737]
Unannounced criminal background checks on Fayetteville (Ark.) Public
Library employees and the possibility of criminal checks on the 160–400
library volunteers have led to a sensitive situation at the library.
Volunteers, some of whom resigned over the matter, wrote in letters to
Executive Director Louise Schaper and board members about being offended
and dismayed, about anger and disappointment, and about misuse of
power....
Fayetteville Northwest Arkansas Times, Oct. 29
Controversy over gay program in Maine
[http://www.seacoastonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20071031/NEWS/710
310334]
A controversial program has caused the York (Maine) Public Library to
alter its sponsorship policy for outside groups, prompted a trustee to
resign in protest, and impelled donors to threaten to withhold financial
support for the library. The York Diversity Forum and York High School
Civil Rights Team will hold the program November 3 about gay, lesbian,
bisexual, transgendered, and questioning people. Assertions of
homophobia, email threats, criticism of broken library rules, warnings
about the library’s standing in the community, and complaints that
library trustees yielded to political pressure are rife....
Portsmouth (N.H.) Herald, Oct. 31
Bedford County schools review book challenge rules
[http://www.newsadvance.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=LNA/MGArticle/LNA_Ba
sicArticle&c=MGArticle&cid=1173353299651]
After two recent incidents that ended with the removal of library books
from Bedford County (Va.) elementary and high schools, a committee of 15
librarians from the school district met October 29 to discuss the policy
for challenging materials. The first book, The Making of Dr. Truelove by
Derrick Barnes, was removed for sexual content; the second, Totally Joe
by James Howe, about a gay middle-school boy, was removed for not being
age-appropriate....
Lynchburg (Va.) News and Advance, Oct. 29
One Catholic school bans Harry Potter . . .
[http://www.boston.com/news/local/articles/2007/10/25/man_from_ministry_ban
s_potter/]
Last month, students at St. Joseph Parish School in Wakefield,
Massachusetts, found that their favorite series had disappeared from the
school library, after the church pastor, Fr. Ronald Barker, removed the
books, declaring that the themes of witchcraft and sorcery were
inappropriate for a Catholic school. The removal is the first reported
instance of Potter banning in the Bay State....
Boston Globe, Oct. 25
[http://www.worth1000.com/emailthis.asp?entry=50536]. . . another finds
God in the series
[http://www.nashuatelegraph.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20071025/COLUMNI
STS27/310250071/-1/columnists]
After watching a scene from Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets,
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students pulled out their Bibles from underneath their desks. Tom
Cloutier, a theology teacher at Nashua (N.H.) Catholic Regional Junior
High School, was hosting the second session of a new weekly after-school
course called “Searching For God in Harry Potter.” Cloutier’s class looks
at the popular series from a theological standpoint, touching on issues
like examining traits of Harry Potter that are similar to Jesus Christ....
Nashua (N.H.) Telegraph, Oct. 25
European Digital Library at a crossroads
[http://www.iht.com/articles/2007/10/28/business/LIBRARY29.php]
In the early stages of its planning, the European Digital Library
[http://www.edlproject.eu/] held the promise of a counterstrike to Google
domination of digital archives through the search engine’s vast book
search project and powerful alliances with American universities. But as
the European project prepares for its debut early next year, the 80
museums, film institutes, and national libraries involved are facing the
reality of limited government funding for the enormous task, and they are
now striking a variety of alliances with private companies, including
national deals with Google....
International Herald Tribune, Oct. 28
Ohio law libraries face changes
[http://www.cantonrep.com/index.php?ID=383594]
If not for the small sign next to the door, the Stark County Law
Library’s entrance looks like that of a storage room. More than 60,000
volumes, plus electronic databases, take up a quarter of the County
Office Building’s fourth floor. But over the next five years, law library
associations will assume the costs of staff, rent, and utilities—expenses
formerly paid by counties. On a different track, a task force is
recommending a complete overhaul of the law library system....
Canton (Ohio) Repository, Oct. 28
Tech Talk
===========================================================================
Why do office phones stink?
[http://www.cnet.com/8301-13641_1-9807262-44.html?tag=nefd.blgs]
Adam Richardson writes: “Why is it that your typical office phone stinks
compared with the one you have at home? Here are a few of the ways they
are harder to use and do less. Office phones are ugly; stylistically they
are circa 1985 and made with shiny black textured plastics that would
embarrass a home phone or cell phone. And they have cords.”...
C|Net Matter/Anti-Matter blog, Oct. 30
LC and Xerox collaborate on digital preservation
[http://www.loc.gov/today/pr/2007/07-213.html]
As part of the Library of Congress&rsquo;s mission to ensure that
America&rsquo;s history and heritage are accessible for generations to
come, LC and Xerox Corporation are working together to develop better
ways to store, preserve, and access treasured digital images. The two
organizations are studying the potential of using the JPEG 2000 format in
large repositories of digital cultural-heritage materials. The outcome
may be leaner, faster systems that institutions around the country can
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use to store their riches and to make their collections widely
accessible. Watch a web presentation
[http://www.xerox.com/go/xrx/template/inv_rel_newsroom.jsp?app=Newsroom&ed_
name=NR_2007Oct25_LibraryofCongress_Xerox_Innovation_Research&format=articl
e&view=newsrelease&Xcntry=USA&Xlang=en_US] (5:25) given by Xerox Research
Fellow Robert Buckley on JPEG 2000 and the LC collaboration....
Library of Congress, Oct. 25; Xerox, Oct. 25
Schemes to add functionality to the web OPAC
[http://dltj.org/2007/10/web-opac-schemes/]
Peter Murray writes: “OPAC enhancement schemes fall into four categories:
web OPAC enhancements, web OPAC wrappers, web OPAC replacements, and
integrated library system replacements. I&rsquo;m outlining these four
techniques in a report I&rsquo;m editing for an OhioLINK strategic task
force. Generally speaking, this list is ordered by cost/complexity to
implement&mdash;from lowest to highest&mdash;as well as the ability to
offer the described enhanced services from least likely to most
likely.”...
Disruptive Library Technology Jester, Oct. 15
Turn any action into a keyboard shortcut
[http://lifehacker.com/software/hack-attack/turn-any-action-into-a-keyboard
-shortcut-316589.php]
Adam Pash writes: “The free, open source scripting language AutoHotkey
may not be one of the most powerful or popular programming languages on
the planet, but that’s okay&mdash;it’s not just made for programmers.
That’s because AutoHotkey is well within the grasp of regular folks like
you or me&mdash;people who have a fair understanding of computers and are
willing to learn just a little to make major strides in productivity.
Today I’ll show you how to use AutoHotkey to turn almost any action into
a keyboard shortcut.”...
Lifehacker, Oct. 30
How Internet TV works
[http://electronics.howstuffworks.com/internet-tv.htm]
John Fuller writes: “Internet TV, in simple terms, is video and audio
delivered over an internet connection. It’s also known as Internet
Protocol Television, or IPTV. You can watch Internet TV on a computer
screen, a television screen (through a set-top box), or a mobile device
like a cell phone or an iPod. Internet TV is relatively new—there are
lots of different ways to get it, and quality, content, and costs can
vary greatly.”...
How Stuff Works
How Google maps the world
[http://www.technologyreview.com/Infotech/19524/] (registration required)
The images in Google Earth, which are shared by Google Maps, are actually
a combination of aerial photos and satellite imagery—and a lot of
postprocessing. Technology Review interviewed engineers at Google and at
DigitalGlobe, the company that supplies Google’s satellite photos, and
did a little bit of reverse-engineering to figure out how it works....
Technology Review 110, no. 6 (Nov./Dec.): 20–21
Use your shirt to power up your cell phone
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[http://www.smh.com.au/news/technology/speak-to-the-collar-the-shirts-playi
ng-its-own-tune/2007/10/26/1192941339431.html]
Australian researchers are developing shirts that will generate
electricity whenever the wearer moves. The shirts would directly power
mobile telephones, portable music players, and other small electrical
appliances. The secret behind the idea involves fabric made from
piezoelectrical materials. “Whenever you bend or deform piezoelectrical
material, it creates an electrical charge,” said CSIRO project leader
Adam Best, adding that the day may not be far off when people could make
phone calls simply by talking into their collars....
Sydney (N.S.W.) Morning Herald, Oct. 27
Online translation sites
[http://lifehacker.com/software/technophilia/get-lost-in-translation-sites312991.php]
Wendy Boswell writes: “The Web makes it possible to search for documents
written in every conceivable language, but what if you don’t actually
know the language you find that special somethin’ written in? No
worries&mdash;there are plenty of online translation services that can
give you anything from just a good idea to a complete translation of what
you’re looking at. Disclaimer: None of the following language translation
services can substitute for a real live human translator.”...
Lifehacker, Oct. 22
3M to distribute Checkpoint products
[http://home.businesswire.com/portal/site/google/index.jsp?ndmViewId=news_v
iew&newsId=20071029005276&newsLang=en]
The 3M Company and Checkpoint Systems announced a joint agreement October
29 to expand each company’s commitment to the library market. Under terms
of the alliance, 3M’s Library Systems will become the exclusive reseller
of Checkpoint’s line of library security and productivity products,
including RFID security systems, media-storage solutions, and
computer-management software. Checkpoint will continue selling those
products directly to libraries. Andrew Pace adds some insight
[http://blogs.ala.org/pace.php?title=trick_or_treat&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1]..
..
3M, Oct. 29; Hectic Pace blog, Oct. 31
Actions & Answers
===========================================================================
Why Sen. Inhofe tried to sabotage open access
[http://www.salon.com/tech/htww/2007/10/26/inhofe_open_access_2/index.html]
So why exactly did Senator James Inhofe (R-Okla.) attempt to gut the open
access
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/october2007/s
enatenih.cfm] provisions of a bill passed by the Senate? Could it be
because his 11th biggest financial contributor
[http://www.opensecrets.org/politicians/contrib.asp?CID=N00005582&cycle=200
6] over the past five years was Reed-Elsevier, one of the largest
for-profit publishers of scientific research in the world?...
Salon, Oct. 26
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Amicus brief filed challenging COPA [http://www.cdt.org/headlines/1055]
The Center for Democracy and Technology filed an amicus brief in federal
appeals court October 29 challenging the Child Online Protection Act as a
violation of the First Amendment. The brief, submitted to the Third
Circuit on behalf of CDT and 17 other groups (including the Freedom to
Read Foundation), argued that COPA places unconstitutional burdens on
producers and distributors of web content. Other strategies are more
effective than COPA at protecting children from inappropriate online
content....
Center for Democracy and Technology, Oct. 29
Academic research and writing
[http://blogs.princeton.edu/librarian/2007/10/academic_research_and_writing
.html]
Wayne Bivens-Tatum writes: “Librarians who not only know how to write but
how to teach writing have an advantage over those who don&rsquo;t. In one
sense, librarians have done their job. One way or another, students often
find at least some resources for their essays, but they just don&rsquo;t
know what to do with them once they&rsquo;ve found them. Professors
expect students to know what to do with sources, but typically
don&rsquo;t spend much class time addressing these issues.”...
Academic Librarian blog, Oct. 26
Betsy Wilson&#8217;s crystal ball
[http://webcast.berkeley.edu/event_details.php?webcastid=21182&p=1&ipp=15&c
ategory=]
University of Washington Dean of Libraries Betsy Wilson speaks at UC
Berkeley in this 90-minute webcast and imagines the future of research
libraries by taking a look back, gazing into the crystal ball, and
suggesting four areas for strategic investment. Investment areas include:
1) collaboration and collective action; 2) culture of assessment; 3) the
global research library; and 4) creating a workplace of choice....
University of California Berkeley Libraries, Oct. 16
Ten reasons to blog and other blogging issues
[http://citesandinsights.info/v7i12d.htm]
Walt Crawford writes: “When you&rsquo;re reading tips for blogging and
comments about blogs, it helps to start with a good sense of why
you&rsquo;re blogging. There are many reasons to blog, but most tips seem
to assume you&rsquo;re aiming for a huge, influential audience or plan to
make money through ads. Many of us don&rsquo;t necessarily want a
‘popular’ blog&mdash;we just want to reach an appropriate audience, which
might be tiny.”...
Cites & Insights 7, no. 12 (Nov.)
Fall is for phonological fun [http://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/?p=32]
Ann Crewdson writes: “Not only apples and pumpkins are plump this season
but there is also an abundance of books, especially those emphasizing
phonological awareness, one of the six early literacy skills (what
children need to know about reading and writing before they actually read
and write). Check out this bountiful harvest of books.”...
ALSC Blog, Oct. 25
Finding old web pages
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[http://www.searchengineshowdown.com/others/archive.shtml]
Greg Notess writes: “The Web changes constantly, and sometimes the page
that had just the information you needed yesterday is not available
today. There are several sources for finding web pages as they used to
exist. Some are important alternative sites that may have pages not
available at Google or the Wayback Machine; plus they may have an
archived page from a different date.”...
Search Engine Showdown, Oct. 29
Book vagabonding in Europe [http://bookstoreguide.blogspot.com/]
If you plan to wander about Europe looking for cool bookstores, a good
place to start is the Bookstore Guide blog. Contributors describe their
favorite spots to find bibliotreasures, among them the SF Bokhandeln in
Stockholm, the Behemot Bookshot in Ljubljana (right), and the American
Bookstore in Warsaw....
Bookstore Guide
GLBT content in teen comics and graphic novels
[http://eprints.rclis.org/archive/00011777/01/DGreyson-GLBTQContentinComics
.pdf] (PDF file)
Devon Greyson of the Centre for Health Services and Policy Research in
Vancouver, British Columbia, offers a brief review of intellectual
freedom issues with teen-oriented graphic novels containing gay themes in
Canada and the United States....
Collection Building 26, no. 4 (2007): 130–134
ARL annual salary survey
[http://www.arl.org/news/pr/salary-survey-23oct07.shtml]
The Association of Research Libraries has published its Annual Salary
Survey 2006&ndash;07, which analyzes salary data for all professional
staff working in the 123 ARL member libraries. The survey found that the
combined median professional salary in U.S. and Canadian ARL university
libraries was $59,648&mdash;a 4.5% increase from the previous year.
Minority librarians make up 13.5% of the professional staff in American
research libraries. The overall salary for women in ARL libraries is
95.7% of that paid to men....
Association of Research Libraries, Oct. 23
George Needham is 2007 Charlotte Kim Scholar in Residence
[http://www.chipublib.org/003cpl/scholars/sir07.html]
The Chicago Public Library will host its annual “Charlotte Kim Scholars
in Residence Program” on November 7 at the Harold Washington Library
Center. The 2007 Scholar is OCLC Vice President of Member Services George
Needham. Since 1998, the program has provided librarians an opportunity
to reflect on the changing world of librarianship while exchanging ideas
and information....
Chicago Public Library, Oct. 30
[http://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/?p=53]Live Search Maps getting better at
directions
[http://www.techcrunch.com/2007/10/29/live-search-maps-getting-better/]
Erick Schonfeld writes: “The latest in the feature race comes from
Microsoft’s Live Search Maps. For one thing, it has fixed a major bug in
most mapping apps: overly-detailed driving directions. You now have the
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option of skipping the first nine ‘turn left at the stop sign two blocks
from your house’ type of directions and start the guidance from the
nearest major highway.” Also, landmarks are given in driving directions
that indicate you&rsquo;ve gone too far, and traffic speeds are shown in
four different colors....
TechCrunch blog, Oct. 29
Australian library workers [http://alia.org.au/employment/labour.market/]
The Australian Bureau of Statistics classifies 29,000 of the continent’s
10-million employees as library workers. 3,400 are librarians; 8,800 are
library assistants; and 6,700 work as library technicians. Librarians are
paid relatively well when compared with the workforce as a whole. They
earn 120% of the Australian average wage. Library technicians earn 104%.
Some 65% are age 45 or older, compared to 36% in the total workforce....
Australian Library and Information Association
Designer T-shirts benefit NYPL [http://www.partofit.org/]
New Haven, Connecticut, artist Ryan Waller created a “Library” design for
the Part of It Project, which asked artists to invent a design for tees
and totes that will support the cause of their choice. Waller selected
the New York Public Library (and MOMA for his “Museum” shirts)....
Part of It Project
The LC/White House connection in World War II
[http://www.libraryhistorybuff.org/shaw.htm]
Larry Nix describes how a librarian at the Library of Congress played an
influential role in World War II: “The librarian was Thomas S. Shaw, who
worked for many years in the Bibliography and Reference Division and
later taught at the Library School of Louisiana State University. Earlier
this year, I came into possession of a large lot of envelopes addressed
to Shaw. Among them was this one mailed to Shaw from the White House on
January 26, 1949. Shaw secretly obtained books for George McKee Elsey, a
White House aide, who used them to compile background information to
brief Roosevelt and his military advisors for FDR’s trips outside the
country during World War II.”...
Library History Buff
[http://www.techsoup.org/stock/libraries/default.asp?cg=libad&sg=ald]
[http://www.techsoup.org/stock/libraries/default.asp?cg=libad&sg=ald]
===========================================================================

ALA Midwinter Meeting
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/midwinter/2008/home.htm] in
Philadelphia, January 11–16. See jazz violinist Regina Carter perform at
the Arthur Curley Memorial Lecture,
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pio/curley/curley.htm] January 12.
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog2&_pn=product_deta
il&_op=2483]
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American Libraries columnist Jennifer Burek Pierce has written a
provocative book, Sex, Brains, and Video Games: The Librarian&#8217;s
Guide to Teens in the Twenty-First Century,
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog2&_pn=product_deta
il&_op=2483] that outlines what others who work with adolescents have
learned from their professional activities. This is a fascinating look at
today&rsquo;s teens through the lens of neurological, psychological, and
educational research placed in the context of library services. NEW! From
ALA Editions.

In this issue
November 2007
Immigration and the Right to Read
Ralph Nader on Reading
Vartan Gregorian on Libraries
Rebuilding Afghanistan
ALA’s Ethics Codes

Join YALSA for the inaugural Young Adult Literature Symposium,
[http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/yalitsymposium/symposium.cfm] to be held
biannually starting in 2008. The first symposium, on the topic “How We
Read Now,” will take place November 7&ndash;9, 2008, in Nashville,
Tennessee. Questions? Contact YALSA, [mailto:yalsa@ala.org] 800-545-2433,
ext. 4390.

Career Leads from
[http://joblist.ala.org/]
Director of Library Experiences,
[http://joblist.ala.org/modules/jobseeker/controller.cfm?scr=jobdetail&jobi
d=8357] Public Library of Charlotte and Mecklenburg County, North
Carolina. Plays a key role in developing the library&rsquo;s
comprehensive vision and strategies. Areas of responsibility include
lifelong learning, collection management, adult services, children and
teen services, and outreach....
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@ More jobs [http://joblist.ala.org/]...
[http://www.ilovelibraries.org/]
Want to share the ALA I Love Libraries website
[http://www.ilovelibraries.org/]with the world? You can add downloadable
web badges [http://www.ilovelibraries.org/aboutus/webbadges.cfm] to your
blog or website.
Digital Library of the Week
[http://jnul.huji.ac.il/dl/maps/jer/html/jer108.htm]
Ancient Maps of Jerusalem [http://jnul.huji.ac.il/dl/maps/jer/index.html]
is a joint project of the Jewish National and University Library and the
Department of Geography of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. It was
made possible by generous grants of David and Fella Shapell (the JNUL
digitization project) and the Hebrew University’s Historic Cities
Research Project. Before the advent of print, maps of Jerusalem were
often inscribed on vellum, or more rarely created as wall or floor
mosaics. From the late 15th century when the first printed map of
Jerusalem appeared, until the beginning of the 19th century when maps
began to be based on accurate surveys, more than 300 maps of Jerusalem
were designed and printed. This beautiful collection of ancient maps of
Jerusalem is part of the Eran Laor Cartographic Collection, donated in
1975 to the Jewish National and University Library in Jerusalem by the
famous collector Eran Laor.
Do you know of a digital library collection that we can mention in this
AL Direct feature? Tell us about it. [mailto:aldirect@ala.org]

Public Perception
How the World
Sees Us
“No librarians were harmed in the making of this show.”
?Wayne Hope, director of the dark Australian TV comedy The Librarians,
which debuted October 31, The West Australian, Oct. 31.

[http://www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlpubs/crlnews/backissues2007/october07/octo
ber07.cfm]
Teresa Y. Neely and Lorna Peterson discuss the recruitment, retention,
and advancement of librarians of color
[http://www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlpubs/crlnews/backissues2007/october07/raci
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alethnicdiversity.cfm] in academic and research libraries in the October
issue of College & Research Libraries News.

Ask the ALA Librarian

Q. I have a fantastic library page who is still a high school student. I
want to encourage her to go to library school and become a librarian.
Where can I direct her?
A. Information on becoming a librarian can be found at ALA Education
&amp; Careers [http://www.ala.org/ala/education], which points to ALA’s
LibraryCareers.org [http://librarycareers.org]. Information can be found
about pursuing the master&#8217;s degree
[http://www.ala.org/ala/education/degrees/degrees.htm] in library science
and also about ALA’s scholarship program.
[http://www.ala.org/scholarships] There's also the recent ALA
publication, by Laura Townsend Kane.
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog2&_pn=product_deta
il&_op=1253] See the ALA Professional Tips wiki
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Becoming_A_Librarian]
for more....
@ The ALA Librarian [mailto:AskTheLibrarian@ala.org] welcomes your
questions.

Bibliographic Control group to present its draft report.
[http://www.loc.gov/today/pr/2007/07-219.html] After a year of careful
and comprehensive study, the Library of Congress Working Group on the
Future of Bibliographic Control will present its draft report to LC
managers and staff in the Coolidge Auditorium at 1:30 p.m. Eastern time
on November 13. A live webcast will allow librarians around the country
to view the presentation, and a comment period on the draft report will
open immediately following the presentation and last until December 15.

Calendar
Dec. 3–4:
Basic Maps Cataloging Workshop, [HTTP://www.ala.org/alcts/events] Field
Museum, Chicago. Sponsored by ALCTS.
Dec. 4–5:
Fundraising,
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[http://www.pla.org/ala/pla/plaevents/cplacourses/CPLAcourses.cfm]
Arizona State Library, Archives and Public Records, Phoenix. Certified
Public Library Administrator course sponsored by PLA.
Dec. 10–11:
Management of Technology,
[http://www.pla.org/ala/pla/plaevents/cplacourses/CPLAcourses.cfm]
Houston Area Library System. Certified Public Library Administrator
course sponsored by PLA.
Jan. 9–10:
Metadata and Digital Library Development,
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alcts/alctsconted/alctsceevents/events.htm]
Philadelphia. Sponsored by ALCTS and the Library of Congress.
Jan. 29–30:
Fundraising,
[http://www.pla.org/ala/pla/plaevents/cplacourses/CPLAcourses.cfm]
Georgia State Library, Atlanta. Certified Public Library Administrator
course sponsored by PLA.
Feb. 19–20:
Budget and Finance,
[http://www.pla.org/ala/pla/plaevents/cplacourses/CPLAcourses.cfm]
Peninsula Library System, San Mateo, California. Certified Public Library
Administrator course sponsored by PLA.
Feb. 21–22:
Current Issues,
[http://www.pla.org/ala/pla/plaevents/cplacourses/CPLAcourses.cfm]
Arizona State Library, Archives and Public Records, Phoenix. Certified
Public Library Administrator course sponsored by PLA.
Feb. 26–27:
Management of Technology,
[http://www.pla.org/ala/pla/plaevents/cplacourses/CPLAcourses.cfm] Kansas
City (Mo.) Metropolitan Library and Information Network. Certified Public
Library Administrator course sponsored by PLA.
Mar. 6–7:
Planning and Management of Buildings,
[http://www.pla.org/ala/pla/plaevents/cplacourses/CPLAcourses.cfm]
Florida Library Association, Orlando. Certified Public Library
Administrator course sponsored by PLA.
Apr. 1–2:
Current Issues,
[http://www.pla.org/ala/pla/plaevents/cplacourses/CPLAcourses.cfm]
Prairie Area Library System, Moline, Illinois. Certified Public Library
Administrator course sponsored by PLA.
Apr. 15–16:
Fundraising,
[http://www.pla.org/ala/pla/plaevents/cplacourses/CPLAcourses.cfm]
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Washington/Oregon Joint State Library Conference, Vancouver, Washington.
Certified Public Library Administrator course sponsored by PLA.
Apr. 29–30:
Fundraising,
[http://www.pla.org/ala/pla/plaevents/cplacourses/CPLAcourses.cfm]
Peninsula Library System, San Mateo, California. Certified Public Library
Administrator course sponsored by PLA.
Apr. 29–30:
ACRL/LAMA Joint Spring Virtual Institute
[http://www.acrl.org/ala/acrl/acrlevents/springvirtualinstitute.cfm].
&ldquo;Leading from the Middle: Managing in All Directions.&rdquo;
May 6–7:
Politics and Networking,
[http://www.pla.org/ala/pla/plaevents/cplacourses/CPLAcourses.cfm]
Southern Adirondack Library System, Saratoga Springs, New York. Certified
Public Library Administrator course sponsored by PLA.
May 7–8:
Strategic HR: Organization and Personnel Management,
[http://www.pla.org/ala/pla/plaevents/cplacourses/CPLAcourses.cfm] Ohio
Library Council, Columbus. Certified Public Library Administrator course
sponsored by PLA.
@ More [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/calendar/calendar.cfm]...
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U.S. & World News
OCLC scans the social-network
environment

OCLC has issued the third in a series of research
reports to its membership on online issues and
trends that affect library use, services, and
resources. Sharing, Privacy, and Trust in Our
Networked World, released October 22, explores
the use of social spaces online by more than
6,100 respondents, ages 14 to 84, in the United
States, Canada, France, Germany, Japan, and the
United Kingdom, and contrasts them with the views and usage of
382 U.S. library directors....

Senate okays public access to medical research

The U.S. Senate approved October 23 a measure that mandates the
deposit of peer-reviewed articles researched with the support of the
National Institutes of Health to be deposited into the National Library
of Medicine’s PubMed Central database for public availability within
12 months of publication....

Hurricane recovery progresses
in Louisiana

Two years after Hurricane Katrina
devastated the Gulf Coast, more signs of
recovery are popping up in Louisiana as
facilities reopen, millages pass, and
recovery plans take hold. New Orleans
Public Library reopened its Martin Luther King Jr. branch (above)
October 5, with speakers calling it a beacon of hope for the recovery
of the city’s Lower Ninth Ward....

San Jose officials revisit filter mandate

The controversy over filtering internet access on public library
computers has resurfaced in San Jose, California. Patron behavior at
the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library, which houses more than 1.5
million items shared between SJPL and San Jose State University,
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ALA Midwinter Meeting
in Philadelphia, January
11–16. See jazz violinist
Regina Carter perform at
the Arthur Curley
Memorial Lecture,
January 12.
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seems to be at the center of the debate....

Vancouver strike ends;
libraries reopen

Vancouver (B.C.) Public Library staff
returned to work October 22 after an
88-day strike over pay equity and
benefits issues. CUPE 391 members
voted 71% in favor of the agreement,
the union reported October 19. The
agreement was similar to the one overwhelmingly rejected ten days
earlier. In this video by CUPE 391, pay-equity advocate and former
ALA President Mitch Freedman gives a talk at the Central branch of
the Vancouver Public Library October 24 on library workers, unions,
strikes, and equitable salaries....

ALA News
Update on Mark Bard

On October 1, ALA Washington Office Technology
Policy Analyst Mark Bard was seriously injured when
struck by a drunk driver near his home. As an update
on Mark’s condition, he is breathing on his own, but
he is still unconscious. He has been moved to the
Woodbine Rehabilitation and Healthcare Center in
Alexandria, Virginia....
District Dispatch blog, Oct. 30

American Libraries
columnist Jennifer
Burek Pierce has
written a provocative
book, Sex, Brains,
and Video Games:
The Librarian’s Guide
to Teens in the
Twenty-First
Century, that outlines
what others who work
with adolescents have
learned from their
professional activities.
This is a fascinating
look at today’s teens
through the lens of
neurological,
psychological, and
educational research
placed in the context
of library services.
NEW! From ALA
Editions.

Where’s AL Direct?

Please pass this on to anyone you know
who may be asking. We get that question
a fair amount—about five times a week.
And with good reason: All ALA personal
members are eligible to receive this enewsletter, and yet, obviously, sometimes
it doesn’t show up in their inbox. The short answer to any readers
who aren’t getting AL Direct is this: We don’t know—there are a lot
of possible reasons—but send an email and we will look into it....

In this issue
November 2007

ALA Marginalia blog, Oct. 24

Survey on services to the poor: Deadline extended
The OLOS Subcommittee on Library Services to Poor and Homeless
People is measuring ALA members’ knowledge of ALA’s policy on
Library Services for the Poor in order to develop useful tools to
support the needs of today’s poor and homeless people in library
communities across the country. The survey has been reformatted
and corrected, and the new deadline for completing it is November
15....
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Immigration and
the Right to Read
Ralph Nader on
Reading
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Vartan Gregorian on
Libraries
Rebuilding
Afghanistan

Featured review:
Reference

Ferguson’s Career Guidance
Center. June 2007. Facts On File
[www.factsonfile.com].
This outstanding online database
provides thorough information on
more than 3,300 jobs and 94
industries as well as more than
48,000 entries on scholarships,
internships, and other resources.
Job and industry profiles are drawn from a wide range of
Ferguson print products, including (as of August 31, 2007)
Encyclopedia of Careers and Vocational Guidance, 13th
edition (2005). A heavily updated 14th edition of this classic
is due in 2007, and it will be essential that these updates
show up in Ferguson’s Career Guidance Center as well.
Accessible from the uncluttered home page and from the top
of every page are Jobs, Skills, Resources, Help, Quick Start
and Advanced Search options, Search History, and Search
Tips. Clicking on Jobs leads to 16 broad categories such as
Finance, Government and Public Administration, and Health
Science; each is keyed to a collection of industry profiles....

Climate change for kids

Discussing a volatile subject such
as global warming is a daunting
task for series nonfiction writers.
Perhaps because the systems at
work are so complex, acceptably
clear and complete books for
children below fifth grade seem to be scarce, but options for
older students are far more abundant. All titles listed here
were published between January 2006 and August 2007....

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
Philadelphia Update
How Philadelphia rates with travelers

Earlier this year, Travel and Leisure magazine and CNN Headline
News polled travelers and residents on what they like (and don’t like)
about 25 top urban destinations in the United States. Though their
city is praised for its historical sites and monuments, Philadelphia
residents finished last in the “attractive” category. Some other
pluses: cheap eats, museums and galleries, antiques, and sports....

ALA’s Ethics Codes

Join YALSA for the
inaugural Young Adult
Literature
Symposium, to be held
biannually starting in
2008. The first
symposium, on the
topic “How We Read
Now,” will take place
November 7–9, 2008, in
Nashville, Tennessee.
Questions? Contact
YALSA, 800-545-2433,
ext. 4390.

Career Leads
from

Director of Library
Experiences, Public
Library of Charlotte and
Mecklenburg County,
North Carolina. Plays a
key role in developing
the library’s
comprehensive vision
and strategies. Areas of
responsibility include
lifelong learning,
collection management,
adult services, children
and teen services, and
outreach....

@ More jobs...
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Awards
2008 RUSA awards

RUSA wants to learn about innovative, outstanding achievements
made in the field of reference and adult services librarianship for the
15 awards it is offering this year. The deadline for most awards is
December 15....

RUSA Emerald Research Grant

RUSA’s Business Reference and Services Section is calling for
nominations for its 2008 Emerald Research Grant Award. Two $5,000
cash awards, donated by Emerald Group Publishing Limited, will be
given to ALA members seeking support in conducting research in
business librarianship. The deadline for submitting nominations is
December 15....

Manuscripts sought for student writing award

LITA is offering an award for the best unpublished manuscript
submitted by a student or students enrolled in an ALA-accredited
graduate program. Donated by Ex Libris, the award consists of
$1,000, publication in LITA’s refereed journal Information Technology
and Libraries, and a certificate. The deadline for submission of the
manuscript is February 28....

Want to share the ALA I
Love Libraries website
with the world? You can
add downloadable web
badges to your blog or
website.

Digital Library
of the Week

ALA scholarships

ALA has more than $300,000 for students who are studying library
science or school library media at the master’s degree level.
Scholarships typically range from $2,500 to $6,500 per student per
year. The application and instructions are available online, and the
deadline is March 1....

LITA scholarships

Applications are being accepted for three LITA scholarships: the
Christian Larew Memorial Scholarship (sponsored by Informata.com),
the LSSI Minority Scholarship, and the OCLC Minority Scholarship.
The scholarships are designed to encourage qualified persons to
enter the library automation field. The deadline is March 1....

ASCLA Century Scholarship

Until March 1, ASCLA is accepting applications for the Century
Scholarship, an annual $2,500 scholarship that funds services or
accommodations for a library school student or students with
disabilities....

The Newbery Medal: Six Q&A

Julie Corsaro, ALSC Priority Group Consultant VI, provides answers to
such questions as: “I do a mock Newbery in my library every year,
and would love to have a shortlist of possible Newbery winners. Why
isn’t one available?”...
ALSC Blog, Oct. 28

UNC Knowledge Trust awards

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill’s Louis Round Wilson
Academy recently honored eight individuals for outstanding
contributions in information technology and library science. The
honorees were Ryan P. Allis (iContact), the late Thomas Barnett
(UNC-CH), Thomas S. Blanton (National Security Archive), Jeffrey
Elkner (Open Book Project), John Hanke (Google Earth), Pamela
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Ancient Maps of
Jerusalem is a joint
project of the Jewish
National and University
Library and the
Department of
Geography of the
Hebrew University of
Jerusalem. It was made
possible by generous
grants of David and
Fella Shapell (the JNUL
digitization project) and
the Hebrew University’s
Historic Cities Research
Project. Before the
advent of print, maps of
Jerusalem were often
inscribed on vellum, or
more rarely created as
wall or floor mosaics.
From the late 15th
century when the first
printed map of
Jerusalem appeared,
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Jones (Groklaw.net), Brewster Kahle (Internet Archive), and David P.
Reed (MIT Media Lab)....
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Oct. 25

Prison wins German Library of
the Year award

A small, closed-to-the-public library at a
prison in Münster, in west-central
Germany, has been named national
Library of the Year, awarded by the
German Library Association. JVA-Münster
even beat out the heavyweights, Munich Municipal Library and the
university library in Karlsruhe, in the competition for the 30,000-euro
($43,000) prize....
Deutsche Welle, Oct. 27

Division News
AASL 13th National Conference in
Reno

Omar Wasow (right), cofounder of
BlackPlanet.com and an on-air technology
analyst, brought to a close the AASL 13th
National Conference in Reno, Nevada. More
than 3,790 librarians, exhibitors, and guests
gathered at the Reno-Sparks Convention Center
October 24–28 to discuss the challenges that face American school
libraries. The conference featured eight preconference workshops,
several school and educational tours, more than 100 educational
sessions, author events, and more than 200 exhibiting companies....

AASL to offer its first digital institute

AASL has just launched its first digital institute, “Minding Your
Students’ Future,” which offers a rich continuing education experience
through multiple media, including podcasts, vodcasts, and video. The
institute pulls together a variety of digital sessions captured during
the AASL 13th National Conference and Exhibition in Reno, Nevada,
October 24–28. Registration opened October 30....

until the beginning of
the 19th century when
maps began to be based
on accurate surveys,
more than 300 maps of
Jerusalem were
designed and printed.
This beautiful collection
of ancient maps of
Jerusalem is part of the
Eran Laor Cartographic
Collection, donated in
1975 to the Jewish
National and University
Library in Jerusalem by
the famous collector
Eran Laor.
Do you know of a digital
library collection that we can
mention in this AL Direct
feature? Tell us about it.

Public
Perception
How the World
Sees Us

“No librarians were
harmed in the
making of this
show.”
—Wayne Hope, director of
the dark Australian TV
comedy The Librarians,
which debuted October 31,
The West Australian, Oct.
31.

RUSA’s Emerging Leader

Latanya N. Jenkins, visiting assistant professor of
library science and Diversity Fellow, Archives and
Special Collection, Purdue University, has been selected
as the RUSA 2008 Emerging Leader. The Emerging
Leaders program enables new librarians to get on the
fast track to ALA and professional leadership....

New Moon rises in 2007 Teens’ Top Ten

More than 6,000 teen readers across the country
chose New Moon by Stephenie Meyer as their favorite
book in the annual Teens’ Top Ten vote, sponsored by
YALSA. The online vote took place during Teen Read
Week, October 14–20, with the second entry in
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Teresa Y. Neely and
Lorna Peterson discuss
the recruitment,
retention, and
advancement of
librarians of color in
academic and research
libraries in the October
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Meyer’s popular vampire romance series winning
easily. TTT is a “teen choice” booklist, put together as
part of YALSA’s Young Adult Galley Project, which
facilitates access to advance copies of young adult
books to national teen book discussion groups....

Still time to get into PLA’s 3M Leadership Institute
PLA has extended the deadline to November 16 for the 3M
Leadership Institute during the PLA 2008 National Conference in
Minneapolis. Applications may be submitted through an online form.
Presented by PLA and 3M, the Leadership Institute is a day-long
preconference focusing on developing leaders and encouraging
change within the library profession....

issue of College &
Research Libraries
News.

Ask the ALA
Librarian

New luncheon
speakers added to
PLA 2008

Three new luncheon
speakers have been added
to the slate of events for
PLA 2008, the 12th
National Conference. Travel
writers Arthur and Pauline Frommer will keynote the Adult Author
Luncheon on March 27, and novelist Louise Erdrich will deliver the
keynote address on March 28. Tickets can be purchased online....

ALCTS symposium on entrepreneurship

Registration is now open for “Risk and Entrepreneurship in Libraries:
Seizing Opportunities for Change,” an ALCTS Midwinter Symposium
to be held January 11 in Philadelphia. The symposium will examine
the concept of risk taking and entrepreneurship in libraries in
general, with a special emphasis on collections and technical
services....

Renovating a library? LAMA can help

Any library staff member considering a library renovation or building
an entirely new facility can register for “The Complex Edifice:
Analyzing Your Dream Library,” sponsored by LAMA. This two-day
institute, led by William Sannwald, will be held January 10–11 in
Philadelphia and is open to all interested librarians and facilities
planners....

Round Table News
GODORT advocacy training
in Washington
On October 18 a baker’s dozen of
government information specialists
from the Government Documents
Roundtable gathered at the ALA
Washington Office to learn all about
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Q. I have a fantastic
library page who is
still a high school
student. I want to
encourage her to go
to library school and
become a librarian.
Where can I direct
her?
A. Information on
becoming a librarian
can be found at ALA
Education & Careers,
which points to ALA’s
LibraryCareers.org.
Information can be
found about pursuing
the master’s degree in
library science and
also about ALA’s
scholarship program.
There's also the
recent ALA
publication, Straight
from the Stacks: A
First Hand Guide to
Careers in Library and
Information Science
by Laura Townsend
Kane. See the ALA
Professional Tips wiki
for more....
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advocacy. This program, organized for
GODORT by the Washington Office, was led by acclaimed “advocacy
guru” Stephanie Vance with assistance from the Office of
Government Information’s Lynne Bradley and Tara Olivero....

@ The ALA Librarian
welcomes your
questions.

District Dispatch, Oct. 24

Seen Online
Reading Jane Austen on a BlackBerry

Columnist Steve Johnson writes: “I just read Pride and
Prejudice on my BlackBerry. And, against all my own
prejudices, all my own pride in the history and
tradition of the printed word, I liked it. I liked holding
it in one hand, having it always with me, and
customizing my fonts and screen color. I really liked
reading it in bed without the encumbrance of a book
light. I hadn’t expected to fall so easily under the spell
of the e-book.”...
Chicago Tribune, Oct. 26

New York Public Library gets
Hepburn theater material

Before becoming a movie star, Katharine Hepburn
was a powerful presence on the stage, and she
continued to act and tour in plays throughout her
life. The New York Public Library for the
Performing Arts at Lincoln Center has acquired
Hepburn’s personal collection of thousands of
pages of notes, journals, photographs, cast lists,
scripts, contracts, fan letters, and other documentation relating to
her important but perhaps lesser-known theatrical career.....
New York Public Library, Oct. 30; New York Times, Oct. 30

Background checks cause a stir in Fayetteville

Unannounced criminal background checks on Fayetteville (Ark.) Public
Library employees and the possibility of criminal checks on the 160–
400 library volunteers have led to a sensitive situation at the library.
Volunteers, some of whom resigned over the matter, wrote in letters
to Executive Director Louise Schaper and board members about
being offended and dismayed, about anger and disappointment, and
about misuse of power....
Fayetteville Northwest Arkansas Times, Oct. 29

Controversy over gay program in Maine

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/october/test_multiple_cells.html[7/17/2014 1:08:43 PM]

Bibliographic
Control group to
present its draft
report. After a year
of careful and
comprehensive study,
the Library of
Congress Working
Group on the Future
of Bibliographic
Control will present
its draft report to LC
managers and staff in
the Coolidge
Auditorium at 1:30
p.m. Eastern time on
November 13. A live
webcast will allow
librarians around the
country to view the
presentation, and a
comment period on
the draft report will
open immediately
following the
presentation and last
until December 15.

Calendar
Dec. 3–4:

Basic Maps
Cataloging
Workshop, Field
Museum, Chicago.
Sponsored by ALCTS.

Dec. 4–5:

Fundraising, Arizona
State Library, Archives
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A controversial program has caused the York (Maine) Public Library
to alter its sponsorship policy for outside groups, prompted a trustee
to resign in protest, and impelled donors to threaten to withhold
financial support for the library. The York Diversity Forum and York
High School Civil Rights Team will hold the program November 3
about gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgendered, and questioning people.
Assertions of homophobia, email threats, criticism of broken library
rules, warnings about the library’s standing in the community, and
complaints that library trustees yielded to political pressure are
rife....
Portsmouth (N.H.) Herald, Oct. 31

Bedford County schools review book
challenge rules

After two recent incidents that ended with the
removal of library books from Bedford County (Va.)
elementary and high schools, a committee of 15
librarians from the school district met October 29 to
discuss the policy for challenging materials. The first
book, The Making of Dr. Truelove by Derrick Barnes,
was removed for sexual content; the second, Totally
Joe by James Howe, about a gay middle-school boy,
was removed for not being age-appropriate....
Lynchburg (Va.) News and Advance, Oct. 29

One Catholic school bans Harry Potter . . .

Last month, students at St. Joseph Parish School in Wakefield,
Massachusetts, found that their favorite series had disappeared from
the school library, after the church pastor, Fr. Ronald Barker,
removed the books, declaring that the themes of witchcraft and
sorcery were inappropriate for a Catholic school. The removal is the
first reported instance of Potter banning in the Bay State....
Boston Globe, Oct. 25

. . . another finds God in the
series

After watching a scene from Harry Potter and
the Chamber of Secrets, students pulled out
their Bibles from underneath their desks. Tom
Cloutier, a theology teacher at Nashua (N.H.)
Catholic Regional Junior High School, was
hosting the second session of a new weekly
after-school course called “Searching For God in Harry Potter.”
Cloutier’s class looks at the popular series from a theological
standpoint, touching on issues like examining traits of Harry Potter
that are similar to Jesus Christ....
Nashua (N.H.) Telegraph, Oct. 25

European Digital Library at a crossroads

In the early stages of its planning, the European Digital Library held
the promise of a counterstrike to Google domination of digital
archives through the search engine’s vast book search project and
powerful alliances with American universities. But as the European
project prepares for its debut early next year, the 80 museums, film
institutes, and national libraries involved are facing the reality of
limited government funding for the enormous task, and they are now
striking a variety of alliances with private companies, including
national deals with Google....
International Herald Tribune, Oct. 28
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and Public Records,
Phoenix. Certified
Public Library
Administrator course
sponsored by PLA.

Dec. 10–11:

Management of
Technology, Houston
Area Library System.
Certified Public Library
Administrator course
sponsored by PLA.

Jan. 9–10:

Metadata and Digital
Library
Development,
Philadelphia.
Sponsored by ALCTS
and the Library of
Congress.

Jan. 29–30:

Fundraising, Georgia
State Library, Atlanta.
Certified Public Library
Administrator course
sponsored by PLA.

Feb. 19–20:

Budget and Finance,
Peninsula Library
System, San Mateo,
California. Certified
Public Library
Administrator course
sponsored by PLA.

Feb. 21–22:

Current Issues,
Arizona State Library,
Archives and Public
Records, Phoenix.
Certified Public Library
Administrator course
sponsored by PLA.

Feb. 26–27:

Management of
Technology, Kansas
City (Mo.) Metropolitan
Library and
Information Network.
Certified Public Library
Administrator course
sponsored by PLA.

Mar. 6–7:
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Ohio law libraries face changes

If not for the small sign next to the door, the Stark County Law
Library’s entrance looks like that of a storage room. More than
60,000 volumes, plus electronic databases, take up a quarter of the
County Office Building’s fourth floor. But over the next five years,
law library associations will assume the costs of staff, rent, and
utilities—expenses formerly paid by counties. On a different track, a
task force is recommending a complete overhaul of the law library
system....
Canton (Ohio) Repository, Oct. 28

Tech Talk
Why do office phones stink?

Adam Richardson writes: “Why is it that your
typical office phone stinks compared with the one
you have at home? Here are a few of the ways
they are harder to use and do less. Office phones
are ugly; stylistically they are circa 1985 and
made with shiny black textured plastics that would
embarrass a home phone or cell phone. And they
have cords.”...
C|Net Matter/Anti-Matter blog, Oct. 30

LC and Xerox collaborate on digital
preservation

As part of the Library of Congress’s mission to
ensure that America’s history and heritage are
accessible for generations to come, LC and
Xerox Corporation are working together to
develop better ways to store, preserve, and
access treasured digital images. The two
organizations are studying the potential of using the JPEG 2000
format in large repositories of digital cultural-heritage materials. The
outcome may be leaner, faster systems that institutions around the
country can use to store their riches and to make their collections
widely accessible. Watch a web presentation (5:25) given by Xerox
Research Fellow Robert Buckley on JPEG 2000 and the LC
collaboration....
Library of Congress, Oct. 25; Xerox, Oct. 25

Schemes to add functionality to the web OPAC

Peter Murray writes: “OPAC enhancement schemes fall into four
categories: web OPAC enhancements, web OPAC wrappers, web
OPAC replacements, and integrated library system replacements. I’m
outlining these four techniques in a report I’m editing for an
OhioLINK strategic task force. Generally speaking, this list is ordered
by cost/complexity to implement—from lowest to highest—as well as
the ability to offer the described enhanced services from least likely
to most likely.”...
Disruptive Library Technology Jester, Oct. 15

Turn any action into a keyboard
shortcut

Adam Pash writes: “The free, open source scripting
language AutoHotkey may not be one of the most
powerful or popular programming languages on
the planet, but that’s okay—it’s not just made for
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Planning and
Management of
Buildings, Florida
Library Association,
Orlando. Certified
Public Library
Administrator course
sponsored by PLA.

Apr. 1–2:

Current Issues,
Prairie Area Library
System, Moline,
Illinois. Certified Public
Library Administrator
course sponsored by
PLA.

Apr. 15–16:

Fundraising,
Washington/Oregon
Joint State Library
Conference,
Vancouver,
Washington. Certified
Public Library
Administrator course
sponsored by PLA.
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Fundraising,
Peninsula Library
System, San Mateo,
California. Certified
Public Library
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sponsored by PLA.
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ACRL/LAMA Joint
Spring Virtual
Institute. “Leading
from the Middle:
Managing in All
Directions.”
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Networking, Southern
Adirondack Library
System, Saratoga
Springs, New York.
Certified Public Library
Administrator course
sponsored by PLA.

May 7–8:

Strategic HR:
Organization and
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programmers. That’s because AutoHotkey is well
within the grasp of regular folks like you or me—
people who have a fair understanding of computers and are willing to
learn just a little to make major strides in productivity. Today I’ll
show you how to use AutoHotkey to turn almost any action into a
keyboard shortcut.”...

Personnel
Management, Ohio
Library Council,
Columbus. Certified
Public Library
Administrator course
sponsored by PLA.

How Internet TV works

@ More...

Lifehacker, Oct. 30

John Fuller writes: “Internet TV, in simple terms, is video and audio
delivered over an internet connection. It’s also known as Internet
Protocol Television, or IPTV. You can watch Internet TV on a
computer screen, a television screen (through a set-top box), or a
mobile device like a cell phone or an iPod. Internet TV is relatively
new—there are lots of different ways to get it, and quality, content,
and costs can vary greatly.”...

Contact Us

American Libraries
Direct

How Stuff Works

How Google maps the world
(registration required)

The images in Google Earth, which are
shared by Google Maps, are actually a
combination of aerial photos and
satellite imagery—and a lot of post
processing. Technology Review
interviewed engineers at Google and at
DigitalGlobe, the company that supplies
Google’s satellite photos, and did a little bit of reverse-engineering to
figure out how it works....

Technology Review 110, no. 6 (Nov./Dec.): 20–21

Use your shirt to power up your cell phone

Australian researchers are developing shirts that will generate
electricity whenever the wearer moves. The shirts would directly
power mobile telephones, portable music players, and other small
electrical appliances. The secret behind the idea involves fabric made
from piezoelectrical materials. “Whenever you bend or deform
piezoelectrical material, it creates an electrical charge,” said CSIRO
project leader Adam Best, adding that the day may not be far off
when people could make phone calls simply by talking into their
collars....
Sydney (N.S.W.) Morning Herald, Oct. 27

Online translation sites

Wendy Boswell writes: “The Web makes it possible
to search for documents written in every
conceivable language, but what if you don’t actually
know the language you find that special somethin’
written in? No worries—there are plenty of online
translation services that can give you anything from
just a good idea to a complete translation of what you’re looking at.
Disclaimer: None of the following language translation services can
substitute for a real live human translator.”...
Lifehacker, Oct. 22
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3M to distribute Checkpoint products

The 3M Company and Checkpoint Systems
announced a joint agreement October 29 to
expand each company’s commitment to the
library market. Under terms of the alliance, 3M’s
Library Systems will become the exclusive
reseller of Checkpoint’s line of library security
and productivity products, including RFID security
systems, media-storage solutions, and computer-management
software. Checkpoint will continue selling those products directly to
libraries. Andrew Pace adds some insight....
3M, Oct. 29; Hectic Pace blog, Oct. 31
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Actions & Answers
Why Sen. Inhofe tried to sabotage
open access

So why exactly did Senator James Inhofe (R-Okla.)
attempt to gut the open access provisions of a bill
passed by the Senate? Could it be because his 11th
biggest financial contributor over the past five years
was Reed-Elsevier, one of the largest for-profit
publishers of scientific research in the world?...
Salon, Oct. 26

Amicus brief filed challenging COPA

The Center for Democracy and Technology filed an amicus brief in
federal appeals court October 29 challenging the Child Online
Protection Act as a violation of the First Amendment. The brief,
submitted to the Third Circuit on behalf of CDT and 17 other groups
(including the Freedom to Read Foundation), argued that COPA
places unconstitutional burdens on producers and distributors of web
content. Other strategies are more effective than COPA at protecting
children from inappropriate online content....
Center for Democracy and Technology, Oct. 29

Academic research and writing

Wayne Bivens-Tatum writes: “Librarians who not only know how to
write but how to teach writing have an advantage over those who
don’t. In one sense, librarians have done their job. One way or
another, students often find at least some resources for their essays,
but they just don’t know what to do with them once they’ve found
them. Professors expect students to know what to do with sources,
but typically don’t spend much class time addressing these issues.”...
Academic Librarian blog, Oct. 26

Betsy Wilson’s crystal ball

University of Washington Dean of Libraries Betsy
Wilson speaks at UC Berkeley in this 90-minute
webcast and imagines the future of research libraries
by taking a look back, gazing into the crystal ball,
and suggesting four areas for strategic investment.
Investment areas include: 1) collaboration and
collective action; 2) culture of assessment; 3) the
global research library; and 4) creating a workplace
of choice....
University of California Berkeley Libraries, Oct. 16
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Ten reasons to blog and other blogging issues

Walt Crawford writes: “When you’re reading tips for blogging and
comments about blogs, it helps to start with a good sense of why
you’re blogging. There are many reasons to blog, but most tips seem
to assume you’re aiming for a huge, influential audience or plan to
make money through ads. Many of us don’t necessarily want a
‘popular’ blog—we just want to reach an appropriate audience, which
might be tiny.”...
Cites & Insights 7, no. 12 (Nov.)

Fall is for phonological fun

Ann Crewdson writes: “Not only apples and
pumpkins are plump this season but there is also
an abundance of books, especially those
emphasizing phonological awareness, one of the
six early literacy skills (what children need to know
about reading and writing before they actually
read and write). Check out this bountiful harvest
of books.”...
ALSC Blog, Oct. 25

Finding old web pages

Greg Notess writes: “The Web changes constantly, and sometimes
the page that had just the information you needed yesterday is not
available today. There are several sources for finding web pages as
they used to exist. Some are important alternative sites that may
have pages not available at Google or the Wayback Machine; plus
they may have an archived page from a different date.”...
Search Engine Showdown, Oct. 29

Book vagabonding in Europe

If you plan to wander about Europe looking for
cool bookstores, a good place to start is the
Bookstore Guide blog. Contributors describe
their favorite spots to find bibliotreasures,
among them the SF Bokhandeln in Stockholm,
the Behemot Bookshot in Ljubljana (right), and
the American Bookstore in Warsaw....
Bookstore Guide

GLBT content in teen comics and graphic novels

(PDF

file)

Devon Greyson of the Centre for Health Services and Policy Research
in Vancouver, British Columbia, offers a brief review of intellectual
freedom issues with teen-oriented graphic novels containing gay
themes in Canada and the United States....
Collection Building 26, no. 4 (2007): 130–134

ARL annual salary survey

The Association of Research Libraries has published its
Annual Salary Survey 2006–07, which analyzes salary
data for all professional staff working in the 123 ARL
member libraries. The survey found that the
combined median professional salary in U.S. and
Canadian ARL university libraries was $59,648—a
4.5% increase from the previous year. Minority
librarians make up 13.5% of the professional staff in
American research libraries. The overall salary for women in ARL
libraries is 95.7% of that paid to men....
Association of Research Libraries, Oct. 23
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George Needham is 2007 Charlotte Kim
Scholar in Residence
The Chicago Public Library will host its annual
“Charlotte Kim Scholars in Residence Program” on
November 7 at the Harold Washington Library
Center. The 2007 Scholar is OCLC Vice President of
Member Services George Needham. Since 1998, the
program has provided librarians an opportunity to
reflect on the changing world of librarianship while
exchanging ideas and information....
Chicago Public Library, Oct. 30

Live Search Maps getting better at directions

Erick Schonfeld writes: “The latest in the feature race comes from
Microsoft’s Live Search Maps. For one thing, it has fixed a major bug
in most mapping apps: overly-detailed driving directions. You now
have the option of skipping the first nine ‘turn left at the stop sign
two blocks from your house’ type of directions and start the guidance
from the nearest major highway.” Also, landmarks are given in
driving directions that indicate you’ve gone too far, and traffic speeds
are shown in four different colors....
TechCrunch blog, Oct. 29

Australian library workers

The Australian Bureau of Statistics classifies 29,000 of the continent’s
10-million employees as library workers. 3,400 are librarians; 8,800
are library assistants; and 6,700 work as library technicians.
Librarians are paid relatively well when compared with the workforce
as a whole. They earn 120% of the Australian average wage. Library
technicians earn 104%. Some 65% are age 45 or older, compared to
36% in the total workforce....
Australian Library and Information Association

Designer T-shirts benefit NYPL

New Haven, Connecticut, artist Ryan Waller
created a “Library” design for the Part of It
Project, which asked artists to invent a
design for tees and totes that will support
the cause of their choice. Waller selected the New York Public Library
(and MOMA for his “Museum” shirts)....
Part of It Project

The LC/White House
connection in World War II

Larry Nix describes how a librarian at
the Library of Congress played an
influential role in World War II: “The
librarian was Thomas S. Shaw, who
worked for many years in the
Bibliography and Reference Division and later taught at the Library
School of Louisiana State University. Earlier this year, I came into
possession of a large lot of envelopes addressed to Shaw. Among
them was this one mailed to Shaw from the White House on January
26, 1949. Shaw secretly obtained books for George McKee Elsey, a
White House aide, who used them to compile background information
to brief Roosevelt and his military advisors for FDR’s trips outside the
country during World War II.”...
Library History Buff
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