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U.S. & World News
SKILLs Act gives high marks
to school librarians

As some 50 librarians attending the ALA
Annual Conference in Washington, D.C.,
looked on, a bipartisan group of senators
and representatives announced June 26
the introduction of the Strengthening Kids’ Interest in Learning and
Libraries Act, which mandates every public school district in the
nation “to the extent feasible [to have] not less than one highly
qualified school library media specialist in each public school” by the
start of the 2010–11 school year....

Potential victory for librarians: EPA library funding

After considerable pressure by librarians, researchers, and the public,
the Senate is pressuring the Environmental Protection Agency to
restore its library network. In its FY2008 Interior Appropriations bill,
the Senate Appropriations Committee ordered EPA to reopen the
closed libraries: “$2,000,000 shall be used to restore the network of
EPA libraries recently closed or consolidated by the administration.”
The bill is headed to the full Senate. The House appropriations bill
does not contain the EPA library language....
District Dispatch blog, June 29

FTC cautions against net neutrality
legislation

The Federal Trade Commission issued June 27 a
170-page report titled Broadband Connectivity
Competition Policy (PDF file), which largely
dismisses the necessity of establishing laws to
protect network neutrality—the principle of a
nondiscriminatory internet that forbids service
providers from charging increased fees for higher
tiers of service....

Nashville library spared budget cut

The $1.57-billion FY2008 budget approved by the Nashville (Tenn.)
Metropolitan Council June 26 restores $800,000 that was initially
planned to be sliced from the public library’s budget to balance the
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This year’s slogan for
Teen Read Week,
October 14–20,
suggests a humor
theme as we “Laugh
Out Loud” and reminds
us that teens love to
communicate through
the internet. Register
for Teen Read Week on
the YALSA website, and
visit the TRW wiki for
more resources.
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municipality’s 2007–08 books. Had the cut gone through, Nashville
Public Library would have had to reduce service by 10 hours per
week at the main library and close eight branches on Sundays....

Residents rally to save Bowling
Green branch

Some two-dozen concerned residents
gathered June 25 to discuss ways to save
Bowling Green (Ky.) Public Library’s
Smiths Grove branch (right). The library
board of directors voted June 18 to close
the branch as of September 1, as well as
to eliminate Sunday hours systemwide beginning July 1, after losing
50%—$150,000—of the library’s county funding....

Weekly’s use of “F” word irks Missouri
patron

Actor William H.
Macy will take on
another exciting role
this fall as the narrator
of the PBS cartoon
series Curious George.
Be prepared with this
NEW READ poster
from ALA Graphics.

St. Louis area resident Richard Greathouse has
called for Jefferson County (Mo.) Public Library to
remove the free weekly Riverfront Times newspaper
from distribution there. Greathouse saw the paper
while he took his 13-year-old son to the library’s
Northwest branch to research birds, and complained
to Library Director Pam Klipsch. “The content of this thing really
upset me,” Greathouse said. “They use the ‘F’ word in there.”...

ALA News
Media diversity in libraries

The ALA Intellectual Freedom Committee’s Subcommittee on the
Impact of Media Concentration on Libraries issued a guideline in June
titled Fostering Media Diversity in Libraries: Strategies and Actions
(PDF file). The document is designed to provide libraries, library
consortia, and library networks with a centralized list of strategies
and actions to help them provide access to a diverse collection of
resources and services....
Don Wood: Library 2.0 blog, June 29

What can help you
make your case when
advocating for better
salaries? working@your
library can help! This
10-minute video
illustrates the
importance of work
done by library staff,
highlights the variety of
their work, emphasizes
the inequities of library
pay, and makes it clear
that something must be
done. The video is your
free gift with a
donation to the ALAAllied Professional
Association of $25 or
more.

In this issue
Featured review: Media

Lyga, Barry (author); Scott Brick
(reader). The Astonishing Adventures
of Fanboy and Goth Girl. Mar. 2007.
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10 hrs. Listening Library, CD (978-07393-4861-1). Grades 8–12.
Brick’s narration makes the tension
of this debut novel palpable as
listeners wonder whether geeky
Fanboy, the school pariah, will do
something with the names of those who have “pissed him
off” (“The List”) or use the bullet he fingers in his pocket.
Brick sounds older than a 15-year-old, yet he easily captures
the impatience and attitude of long-suffering Fanboy,
especially his ennui, self-absorption, and incredible lack of
understanding of Kyra, a smart-talking Goth who befriends
him and encourages his artistic endeavors (he is writing a
comic book)....

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
D.C. Update
Char’s Annual Conference
superlatives

Queens (N.Y.) Library staffer Char Gwizdala
provides her take on the best tote bags and
exhibitor coffee bar, the friendliest greeter,
the best national monument to visit at
night, the best library blimp promotion (right), the best vendor swag,
and other ALA Annual Conference superlatives....
Char’s blog, June 28

Division News
Studying Students available in September

ACRL will release Studying Students: The Undergraduate Research
Project at the University of Rochester in September. This book,
edited by Nancy Fried Foster and Susan Gibbons, provides a view
into the groundbreaking application of ethnographic tools and
techniques to the understanding of undergraduate students and their
use of information....

Round Table News
LIRT’s top 20 for 2007

(PDF file)

The Library Instruction Round Table presents reviews of the 20 best
articles relating to library instruction and information literacy
published in 2006. LIRT’s Top 20 Committee convened at the
Midwinter Meeting to select 20 articles out of 150 that provide the
best mix of practical and theoretical perspectives from a variety of
library environments....
LIRT News 29, no. 4 (June): 5–8
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An AL Timeline
ALA Presidents
Speak across a
Century
Ken Burns Archives
America
Librarians of
Congress
Conference Preview

Career Leads
from

Library Director,
Fargo (N. Dak.) Public
Library. The City of
Fargo is seeking a
creative and dynamic
director to lead our
main library and two
branches in serving a
vibrant and diverse
community of
100,000. Ideal
candidate will have: a
demonstrated
commitment to public
libraries including best
practices in
librarianship; a
familiarity with
emerging
technologies....

@ More jobs...
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Awards
SLA recognizes five for outstanding service to the
profession

At its annual conference in Denver, the Special Libraries Association
honored Terri Brooks, Patricia Cia, Toby Pearlstein, Gail Stahl, and
Wei Wei as SLA Fellows. The honor of Fellow of SLA is given to an
association member in mid-career to recognize past, present, and
future service to the profession....
Special Libraries Association, June 21

UK public votes on favorite Carnegie and
Greenaway books

At the Chartered Institute of Library and Information
Professionals’ Carnegie and Kate Greenway
Anniversary party June 21, journalist Mariella Frostrup
declared the nation’s favorite medal-winning books to
be Philip Pullman’s Northern Lights and Shirley
Hughes’s Dogger. Pullman received 40% of the total
Carnegie votes cast by the public in an online poll;
Dogger took 26% of the votes for the Greenaway of
Greenaways....
Chartered Iinstitute of Library and Information Professionals, June 22

Seen Online
D.C.’s King Library declared a
historic landmark

The District of Columbia Historic
Preservation Review Board granted historiclandmark status to the Martin Luther King
Jr. Memorial Library June 28, giving the
deteriorating Mies van der Rohe building a legal protection against
getting demolished. The decision came a day after the Washington
Examiner reported Mayor Adrian Fenty’s administration’s decision to
shelve plans to sell the building and build a new central library on
another site....
Washington City Paper, July 3; Washington Examiner, June 27

Register by Friday,
July 6, for the AASL
13th National
Conference and
Exhibition, “The Future
Begins @ your library,”
in Reno, Nevada,
October 25–28, 2007.
Early bird saves $100!
Learn about the eight
preconferences, tours,
special author events
and much more!

Public
Perception
How the World
Sees Us
“This is not a
library!”
—Sign above the magazine
racks in the twelve 7Elevens that have been
revamped as Kwik-E-Marts
to promote The Simpsons
Movie, Baltimore Sun, July
3.

From the
CentenniAL
Blog

Harry Potter’s legacy benefits authors,
readers

Penn State librarian Steven Herb, author of two
children’s literature textbooks, can’t think of any other
book as wholeheartedly anticipated throughout the
world as Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, due out
July 21. Here he reveals some of the secrets of author
J. K. Rowling’s success and makes some predictions
about what the last book in the series might contain....
StateCollege.com, June 27

A real-life civics lesson

After a year-long letter-writing campaign—and a publicity boost from
the New York Daily News—students at a Bronx public school have
gotten a reward for civic activism: a brand-new, $200,000 learning
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The long route to the
Bibliotheca
Alexandrina. Leonard
Kniffel writes:
“International stories
have always been a
hard sell in American
Libraries, but we run
them anyway,
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center and library funded by elected officials. The campaign started
out as a civic lesson; P.S. 41 students targeted local officials, asking
for help funding a new library after a 2003 population surge turned
the old library into a school classroom....
New York Daily News, July 3

Brehm-Heeger encourages youth
reading

Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County’s
teen reading specialist Paula Brehm-Heeger, who just
became YALSA president, says that teens are reading
more now. “There is more material being published
for teens,” Brehm-Heeger said. “And the reading
programs have been effective in getting them to read
for fun. They are coming to the library and reading more books,
magazines, newspapers, and periodicals.”...
Cincinnati Enquirer, July 5

In the spirit of a far-seeing librarian

At the turn of the last century, visionary librarian
Gratia Countryman began delivering books to the
residents of rural Hennepin County, even though her
Minneapolis Public Library was under no obligation to
do so. Believing that “schools and libraries are not
luxuries in a democracy,” she went on to create a
network of libraries throughout the rural countryside
to encourage literacy for all. She called them the
People’s Schools....
Minneapolis Star-Tribune, June 15

selectively. Case in
point: the building of
the great Bibliotheca
Alexandrina. Because it
was so many years in
the planning and so
many more in the
actual opening, by the
time it did open in
2002, it was reduced
to four anticlimactic
paragraphs. That is,
however, four more
paragraphs than many
a splendid American
library has received
upon its opening. The
ancient Library of
Alexandria being
rebuilt as a 21stcentury international
library and museum
complex? Seemed like
an important story to
me.”...
See the CentenniAL
Blog for more....

Your job prospects in 2030

Stuart W. Elliott, director of the Board on Testing and Assessment at
the National Research Council says that by 2030, the question of
what skills current employers might want could be moot for most
jobs. By then, according to his pilot analysis (PDF file) of how many
jobs might be gobbled up by computers, 60% of human jobs as we
now know them—including 74% of U.S. library, training, and teaching
positions—may disappear....
Education Week, June 13

Recipe book is a top library
fundraiser

Ask the ALA
Librarian

300 Years of Black Cooking in St. Mary’s County,
Maryland, was first published in 1975, but it has
been enjoying a revival of sales since the St.
Mary’s County Library system reissued it in
September 2005. After 1,000 copies sold out within a year, the
library had a second 1,000 copies printed last fall. Part of the $6,000
profit that the library system received from sales has gone to support
such programming as lectures by a children’s author and a onewoman show about Harriet Tubman....
Washington Post, July 1

Hattiesburg’s long Katrina recovery

Although she started working at the Hattiesburg (Miss.) Public Library
after Hurricane Katrina hit, library assistant Chris Thornhill said she
still could see the damage. And until recently, the library wasn’t back
to normal, with all areas open and shelves completely restocked. For
months after the hurricane, scaffolding scaled the walls, roof tiles
were loose, water dripped in through the ceiling, and the library’s
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Q. I attended the
ALA Annual
Conference in
Washington, D.C., in
June. Several
programs I
attended ran out of
handouts. Can you
tell me where I can
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Mississippi Tower and meeting room were closed....
Hattiesburg (Miss.) American, July 5

California public libraries bursting at the seams

After missing two chances in the past year to gain state funding,
libraries in Los Angeles County and throughout the state are
struggling to meet a massive demand for new facilities that far
exceeds available funds. But in June 2006, state voters rejected a
$600-million bond measure to build new libraries. And earlier this
month, a $4-billion library bond proposal for next year’s ballot was
held in committee in the state legislature, dashing the hopes of
library supporters who say local resources are not enough to meet
the demand....
Los Angeles Daily News, June 27

Where do the books go when a
college closes?

The Antioch College Board of Trustees
announced in June that after a century and
a half of educating the young and the
restless, the Yellow Springs, Ohio, school
will close permanently a year from now. Still
undetermined, though, is the fate of the
Olive Kettering Library. “We are told that the library will be
maintained. What that means, I’m not sure,” said Curator of Special
Collections Nina Myatt in an interview last week at the library....
Chicago Tribune, July 1

Sno-Isle’s new pilot library

Sno-Isle Libraries in Marysville, Washington, hired five staff
members, bought 4,000 new books, DVDs, and audio books, and
budgeted $300,000 to be spent this year—all on a library that isn’t
expected to last more than three years. The Camano Island branch is
a first. It’s Sno-Isle’s first pilot library in at least 20 years—and the
first of the organization’s 21 branches designed to look like a
bookstore....
Everett (Wash.) Herald, June 30

Rochester agrees to internet restrictions

The Rochester (N.Y.) Public Library will follow the recommendations
from a task force to use the library’s internet filtering software to
block all pornographic sites unless—after a written request—an
administrator deems a site appropriate for a patron to view. The
city’s library board relented in order to preserve $6.6 million in
county aid. Monroe County Executive Maggie Brooks had threatened
to pull the money if the Central Library didn’t ban pornographic
websites....
Rochester (N.Y.) Democrat and Chronicle, July 3

Toronto libraries offer museum
passes

Beginning July 3, Toronto Public Library
users can borrow a Sun Life Financial
Museum and Arts Pass, in the same way
they can borrow a book or CD from the collection. The pass provides
full admission to a family of up to two adults and five children to the
Art Gallery of Ontario and at least four other Toronto cultural
institutions....
Toronto Public Library, June 27
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find these? The
presenters said they
would be on the ALA
website.
A. How handouts and
other output from
Annual Conference are
disseminated varies
considerably from
division to division, or
from one program
planner or speaker to
another. With the
growth in the number
of blogs and wikis,
the possibilities have
also grown. The range
of possibilities
includes: links from
the Annual Conference
2007 wiki (best
source), division blogs
and podcasts,
sponsoring unit
webpages, the
speaker’s personal or
institutional webpage,
and a planned
publication. To
complicate matters
even more, with the
exception of the very
few contemporaneous
blog posts, there is a
time lag between the
program presentation
and the posting or
publication of the
content. There is
always the possibility
that a presentation is
not recorded or
written and may only
be captured when the
presenter uses the
content in a
substantially revised
form in a publication a
year or more later.
See the ALA
Professional Tips
wiki for further
assistance.
The ALA Librarian
welcomes your
questions.
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The library was the perfect place for a new
immigrant

How does a newcomer to the U.S. get acclimated? A Russian woman
found all she needed in one spot. Svetlana Grobman describes how
she first learned English as a library shelver in a Midwestern town 17
years ago, then went on to get a library science degree at the local
university....
Christian Science Monitor, July 2

Tech Talk
Second Earth

(free registration required)

The World Wide Web will soon be absorbed into the
World Wide Sim: an immersive, 3-D visual
environment that combines elements of social
virtual worlds such as Second Life and mapping
applications such as Google Earth. What happens
when the virtual and real worlds collide? Wade
Roush writes that “many computer professionals
think the idea of a ‘Second Earth’ mashup is so cool
that it’s inevitable, whether or not it will offer any
immediate way to make money.”...
Technology Review, July/August, pp. 38–48

Can U TXT the LBRY?

Michael Stephens writes: “We talk these days about going where the
users are. What the librarians at Southeastern Louisiana Univerity
noted was the prevalence of students using text messaging to
communicate with each other. Could the library have a place there?
Should the library try? One thing is for sure, the experience is useful
to consider as we look for more ways to reach our users and their
information needs.”...
ALA TechSource blog, June 29

The Apple iPhone reviewed

When he announced the iPhone, Steve Jobs said to
expect three things: “an incredibly great cell phone,”
“the best iPod we’ve ever made,” and “the internet in
your pocket.” One out of three isn’t bad. Yes, the
iPhone is the best iPod ever—ironic for something not
even called an iPod! But it’s just a plain lousy phone,
and although it makes some exciting advances in
handheld web browsing, it’s not the internet in your
pocket....
PC Magazine, June 30

The iPhone and other internet
tablets

Casey Bisson writes: “Sure, the iPhone is a
sweet phone (even at $600), but how does it
compare to the less definable internet tablet
category? The iPhone, Pepper Pad 3, OLPC
(right), and Nokia n800 all have feature-
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Calendar
Online exhibits
Austin (Tex.) Public
Library: “Portal to
Texas History”
contains 800 images
from Austin AmericanStatesman
photographer Neal
Douglass.
Boston College
archives exhibits from
the O’Neill Library and
the Burns Library of
Rare Books and
Special Collections
online, including
“Media and U.S.
Wars,” “Free State
Art: Judging Ireland
by Its Book Covers,”
and “Lesser Lights or
Major Literary
Influences?”
Boston Public
Library: “Sports
Temples of Boston:
Images of Historic
Ballparks, Arenas, and
Stadiums in Boston.”
British Library,
London: “Philatelic
Rarities.”
Buffalo and Erie
County Library, New
York: “The New York
to Paris Race”
highlights the 1907
“Great Race” from
New York to Paris by
automobile, won by
Buffalo resident
George Schuster.
Cleveland Public
Library: Online
exhibits including
“African American
Family Photograph
Collection,” “Patriotism
& Propaganda—War
Posters,” and “Coming
Attractions: Cinema
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complete browsers and can take advantage of
the rich Web 2.0 applications their larger cousins can. And each
offers some local applications, including media players. But these
aren’t general-purpose PCs, and they’re not trying to replace PCs.
These are Information Age devices that deliver the network in places
we generally don’t bring our laptops.”...
maisonbisson blog, June 28

Meebo works on the iPhone (kinda)

Josh Lowensohn writes: “The team behind Meebo has feverishly been
trying since June 29 to get it working on Apple’s iPhone. One of the
handset’s shortcomings is its lack of an instant messaging client.
Meebo, which has been providing a web-based IM client that mimics
desktop chatting software, did not work come iPhone launch due to
the mobile version of Safari using its double-tap navigation. Meebo
requires double clicking to start up an IM conversation, and many of
the buttons and window functionality were simply not working.”...
Webware, July 3

iPhone sells out faster than an ’80s rock star

Thomas Ricker writes: “Unless you live in or near Tigard, Oregon, or
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, chances are you’ll be out of luck this week
if you’re jonesin’ for that quick retail fix of consumer crack called the
iPhone—Apple’s retail locator lists the iPhone as unavailable for the
rest of the nation. Sales have been so brisk in the first week that
AT&T claims to have ‘sold more iPhones than in the first month of
any other wireless phone AT&T ever offered. That’s how good it’s
been.’ However, neither Apple nor AT&T have released any
figures.”...
Engadget blog, July 5

Facebook to library apps: Drop dead

Steve Lawson notes that libraries are having their apps rejected by
Facebook staff, apparently for a variety of reasons: “I’m not ready to
give up on Facebook yet. For one thing, it’s fun. For another, it really
is where our users are. The group for the class of incoming Colorado
College students already has 354 members two months before school
starts. Now whether Facebook really wants a Colorado College library
application—when that valuable profile space could be taken up with
SuperPoke!, Food Fight!, or Booze Mail—who’s to say?”...
See Also... blog, July 3

Putting the world in WorldCat

Andrew Pace writes: “Seems like a guy can barely put a print column
to bed before there’s another change in the library automation
landscape. OCLC has just purchased the remaining shares of OCLC
PICA, the European arm of the library cooperative formed in 2002,
two years after OCLC acquired a majority of shares (60%) in the
Dutch PICA (Project for Integrated Catalogue Automation). This deal,
the value of which is unreported (but which is likely forthcoming),
gives OCLC the remaining 40%.”...
Hectic Pace blog, July 3
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Teasers from the
Silent Era.”
Columbia University
Library, New York,
archives exhibits
online, including
“Children’s Drawings
of the Spanish Civil
War” and
“Shakespeare and the
Book.” The Rare Book
& Manuscript Library
also hosts several
online exhibits.
Library Company of
Philadelphia archives
exhibitions online,
including “Color-Plate
Books From the
Collection.”
Library of Congress:
The Library of
Congress has several
dozen online exhibits,
including “A Century
of Creativity: The
MacDowell Colony
1907–2007,” “Bob
Hope and American
Variety,” “Earth as
Art: A Landsat
Perspective,” “I Do
Solemnly Swear...
Inaugural Materials
from the Collections of
the Library of
Congress,” “Revising
Himself: Walt
Whitman and Leaves
of Grass,” and
“Churchill and the
Great Republic.” “The
Veterans History
Project” includes
digitized interviews,
letters, photographs,
stories, and audio and
video.
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Plymouth (N.H.)
State University:
“Beyond Brown
Paper.”

Actions & Answers
979-prefixed ISBNs to appear early
in 2008

The first ISBNs to be prefixed by 979 are likely to
be assigned in the second quarter of 2008,
according to a recent press release from the
International ISBN Agency. This is the first public
announcement to include a date for the
appearance of 979-prefixed ISBNs. The news is
important for everyone in the book trade. Until now, all 13-digit
ISBNs have been prefixed by 978, allowing systems to contain both
10- and 13-digit ISBNs for all books. Once the 979 prefixes are
introduced, there can be no 10-digit equivalents for 13-digit ISBNs....
Book Industry Study Group, June 6

12 laws every blogger should know

For U.S. bloggers in particular, blogging has become a veritable land
mine of potential legal issues, and the situation isn’t helped by the
fact that the law in this area is constantly in flux. This article
highlights 12 of the most important U.S. laws related to blogging and
provides some simple and straightforward tips for safely navigating
them....
Aviva Directory, May 1

SOLINET’s scenarios for the future of libraries

The Southeastern Library Network has released a 10-page report
(PDF file) detailing results of recent discussions regarding the future
of libraries. The report is the result of a series of 12 discussion
groups SOLINET facilitated with its member libraries. The discussions
focused on three scenarios (PDF file) that depict libraries three to
five years into the future. Participants debated what was likely,
unlikely, and missing in each of the scenarios....

San Francisco Public
Library archives
exhibits online,
including “Amusing
America,” “Homage to
Lulu: 100 Years of
Louise Brooks,” and
“Picture This: Family
Photographs of
Everyday San
Francisco.”
University of
Nevada, Las Vegas:
Online exhibits
include: “Welcome
Home Howard, or
Whatever Became of
the Daring Aviator?”
“Las Vegas and Water
in the West,” “Before
Gaming . . .
Celebrating Las Vegas’
Centennial, 1905–
2005,” and “Dino at
the Sands.”

@ More...

SOLINET, July 5

Mellon awards Columbia $563,000 for primarysource project

Contact Us

Columbia University Libraries, June 29

AL Direct is a free electronic
newsletter emailed every
Wednesday to personal
members of the American
Library Association.

Columbia University Libraries has received a $563,000 grant from the
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation to fund a three-year pilot project that
will award a series of internships to graduate students to collaborate
with librarians in the organization and description of primary source
collections. The project began July 1....

NCLIS support for school media specialists

(PDF file)

At its June 4–5 meeting, the U.S. National Commission on Libraries
and Information Science approved a resolution advising Congress that
“every school library be staffed by a highly qualified, state certified
school library media specialist.” Chairman Beth Fitzsimmons said that
NCLIS was heartened by the bipartisan SKILLs Act legislation
instroduced June 27....
U.S. National Commission on Libraries and Information Science, July 2

New members named to Depository Library Council
(PDF file)

Acting Public Printer William H. Turri has appointed six new members
to the Depository Library Council, which advises the Public Printer on
the Federal Depository Library Program. They are Gwen Sinclair,
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Victoria Trotta, Christopher Greer, Kathryn Lawhun, John Shuler, and
Kendall Wiggin....

Graphics and Design:
ksheets@ala.org

Making every school moment count

Taína Benítez,
Production Editor:
tbenitez@ala.org

Government Printing Office, June 28

The International Reading Association has released Making Every
Moment Count: Maximizing Quality Instructional Time (PDF file), a
collection of short papers by nine educational organizations (including
AASL). The free publication, in part, responds to the narrowing of
curriculum that has occurred under No Child Left Behind....
International Reading Association, June 21

Journal of Curriculum and Instruction debuts

The inaugural issue of East Carolina University’s Journal of
Curriculum and Instruction highlights the efforts of teachers and
researchers as they implement exemplary literacy practices at a time
when such efforts have been challenged and undermined by political
influences. Guest editor Terry S. Atkinson says that the journal will
emphasize best practices, rather than techniques for preparing
students to score well on high-stakes assessments....
Journal of Curriculum and Instruction 1, no. 1 (July)

Biblioteca Santiago in Chile

A student filmed and produced this
wordless musical video (3:58) that
showcases the many types of services
and activities available at the public
library in Santiago, Chile. The art gallery,
reading rooms, storytime, internet
terminals, martial arts class, the graphic
novel collection, the café, even the restrooms are featured....
YouTube, June 1
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American Libraries:
lkniffel@ala.org
To advertise in American
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aldirect@ala.org

AL Direct FAQ:
www.ala.org/aldirect/
All links outside the ALA
website are provided for
informational purposes only.
Questions about the content
of any external site should
be addressed to the
administrator of that site.
American Libraries
50 E. Huron St.
Chicago, IL 60611
www.ala.org/alonline/
800-545-2433,
ext. 4216
ISSN 1559-369X.
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U.S. & World News
=====================================================================================
===============
SKILLs Act gives high marks to school librarians
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/june2007/skillsact.cfm]
As some 50 librarians attending the ALA Annual Conference in Washington, D.C., looked on, a
bipartisan group of senators and representatives announced June 26 the introduction of the
Strengthening Kids&rsquo; Interest in Learning and Libraries Act, which mandates every public
school district in the nation &ldquo;to the extent feasible [to have] not less than one highly
qualified school library media specialist in each public school&rdquo; by the start of the
2010&ndash;11 school year....
Potential victory for librarians: EPA library funding
[http://blogs.ala.org/districtdispatch.php?title=victory_for_librarians_epa_library_fundi&more=1&c=1
&tb=1&pb=1]
After considerable pressure by librarians, researchers, and the public, the Senate is pressuring
the Environmental Protection Agency to restore its library network. In its FY 2008 Interior

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/july/070407.txt[7/17/2014 1:12:12 PM]

Appropriations bill, the Senate Appropriations Committee ordered EPA to reopen the closed
libraries: “$2,000,000 shall be used to restore the network of EPA libraries recently closed or
consolidated by the administration.” The bill is headed to the full Senate. The House
appropriations bill does not contain the EPA library language....
District Dispatch blog, June 29
FTC cautions against net neutrality legislation
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/june2007/netneutrality.cfm]
The Federal Trade Commission issued June 27 a 170-page report titled Broadband Connectivity
Competition Policy (PDF file [http://ftc.gov/reports/broadband/v070000report.pdf]), which largely
dismisses the necessity of establishing laws to protect network neutrality&mdash;the principle of
a nondiscriminatory internet that forbids service providers from charging increased fees for
higher tiers of service....
Nashville library spared budget cut
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/june2007/nashville.cfm]
The $1.57-billion FY2008 budget approved by the Nashville (Tenn.) Metropolitan Council June 26
restores $800,000 that was initially planned to be sliced from the public library&rsquo;s budget
to balance the municipality&rsquo;s 2007&ndash;08 books. Had the cut gone through, Nashville
Public Library would have had to reduce service by 10 hours per week at the main library and close
eight branches on Sundays....
Residents rally to save Bowling Green branch
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/june2007/bowlinggreen.cfm]
Some two-dozen concerned residents gathered June 25 to discuss ways to save Bowling Green (Ky.)
Public Library&rsquo;s Smiths Grove branch (right). The library board of directors voted June 18
to close the branch as of September 1, as well as to eliminate Sunday hours systemwide beginning
July 1, after losing 50%&mdash;$150,000&mdash;of the library&rsquo;s county funding....
Weekly&#8217;s use of &#8220;F&#8221; word irks Missouri patron
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/june2007/stlouis.cfm]
St. Louis area resident Richard Greathouse has called for Jefferson County (Mo.) Public Library to
remove the free weekly Riverfront Times newspaper from distribution there. Greathouse saw the
paper while he took his 13-year-old son to the library&rsquo;s Northwest branch to research birds,
and complained to Library Director Pam Klipsch. &ldquo;The content of this thing really upset
me,&rdquo; Greathouse said. &ldquo;They use the &lsquo;F&rsquo; word in there.&rdquo;...
=====================================================================================
===============
[http://www.hwwilson.com]
=====================================================================================
===============

ALA News
=====================================================================================
===============
Media diversity in libraries [http://donwood.alablog.org/blog/_archives/2007/6/29/3057889.html]
The ALA Intellectual Freedom Committee’s Subcommittee on the Impact of Media Concentration on
Libraries issued a guideline in June titled Fostering Media Diversity in Libraries: Strategies and
Actions (PDF file [http://www.ala.org/ala/oif/ifissues/fostering_media_diversity.pdf]). The
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/july/070407.txt[7/17/2014 1:12:12 PM]

document is designed to provide libraries, library consortia, and library networks with a
centralized list of strategies and actions to help them provide access to a diverse collection of
resources and services....
Don Wood: Library 2.0 blog, June 29

Booklist Online
=====================================================================================
===============
Featured review: Media [http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=1908323]
Lyga, Barry (author); Scott Brick (reader). The Astonishing Adventures of Fanboy and Goth Girl.
Mar. 2007. 10 hrs. Listening Library, CD (978-0-7393-4861-1). Grades 8–12.
Brick&rsquo;s narration makes the tension of this debut novel palpable as listeners wonder whether
geeky Fanboy, the school pariah, will do something with the names of those who have &ldquo;pissed
him off&rdquo; (&ldquo;The List&rdquo;) or use the bullet he fingers in his pocket. Brick sounds
older than a 15-year-old, yet he easily captures the impatience and attitude of long-suffering
Fanboy, especially his ennui, self-absorption, and incredible lack of understanding of Kyra, a
smart-talking Goth who befriends him and encourages his artistic endeavors (he is writing a comic
book)....
@ Visit Booklist Online [http://www.booklistonline.com/] for other reviews and much more....

D.C. Update
=====================================================================================
===============
Char&#8217;s Annual Conference superlatives
[http://kittylady5.blogspot.com/2007/06/1st-ala-conference-awards.html]
Queens (N.Y.) Library staffer Char Gwizdala provides her take on the best tote bags and exhibitor
coffee bar, the friendliest greeter, the best national monument to visit at night, the best
library blimp promotion (right), the best vendor swag, and other ALA Annual Conference
superlatives....
Char’s blog, June 28

Division News
=====================================================================================
===============
available in September [http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/june2007/ACRLforthcomingtitle.htm]
ACRL will release Studying Students: The Undergraduate Research Project at the University of
Rochester in September. This book, edited by Nancy Fried Foster and Susan Gibbons, provides a view
into the groundbreaking application of ethnographic tools and techniques to the understanding of
undergraduate students and their use of information....
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Round Table News
=====================================================================================
===============
LIRT&#8217;s top 20 for 2007 [http://www3.baylor.edu/LIRT/lirtnews/2007/jun07.pdf] (PDF file)
The Library Instruction Round Table presents reviews of the 20 best articles relating to library
instruction and information literacy published in 2006. LIRT’s Top 20 Committee convened at the
Midwinter Meeting to select 20 articles out of 150 that provide the best mix of practical and
theoretical perspectives from a variety of library environments....
LIRT News 29, no. 4 (June): 5–8

Awards
=====================================================================================
===============
SLA recognizes five for outstanding service to the profession
[http://www.sla.org/content/SLA/pressroom/pressrelease/07pr/pr2715.cfm]
At its annual conference in Denver, the Special Libraries Association honored Terri Brooks,
Patricia Cia, Toby Pearlstein, Gail Stahl, and Wei Wei as SLA Fellows. The honor of Fellow of SLA
is given to an association member in mid-career to recognize past, present, and future service to
the profession....
Special Libraries Association, June 21
UK public votes on favorite Carnegie and Greenaway books
[http://www.cilip.org.uk/aboutcilip/newsandpressreleases/news070622.htm]
At the Chartered Institute of Library and Information Professionals’ Carnegie and Kate Greenway
Anniversary party June 21, journalist Mariella Frostrup declared the nation’s favorite
medal-winning books to be Philip Pullman’s Northern Lights and Shirley Hughes’s Dogger. Pullman
received 40% of the total Carnegie votes cast by the public in an online poll; Dogger took 26% of
the votes for the Greenaway of Greenaways....
Chartered Iinstitute of Library and Information Professionals, June 22

Seen Online
=====================================================================================
===============
D.C.&#8217;s King Library declared a historic landmark
[http://www.washingtoncitypaper.com/blogs/citydesk/index.php/2007/07/03/mlk-finally-declared-histori
c/]
The District of Columbia Historic Preservation Review Board granted historic-landmark status to
the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library June 28, giving the deteriorating Mies van der Rohe
building a legal protection against getting demolished. The decision came a day after the
Washington Examiner reported
[http://www.examiner.com/a-801220%7ED_C__Public_Library_to_begin_renovations_at_MLK_Memorial.html]
Mayor Adrian Fenty’s administration&rsquo;s decision to shelve plans to sell the building and
build a new central library on another site....
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Washington City Paper, July 3; Washington Examiner, June 27
Harry Potter&#8217;s legacy benefits authors, readers
[http://www.statecollege.com/news/local/article.php?cat=6&id=14281]
Penn State librarian Steven Herb, author of two children’s literature textbooks, can’t think of
any other book as wholeheartedly anticipated throughout the world as Harry Potter and the Deathly
Hallows, due out July 21. Here he reveals some of the secrets of author J. K. Rowling’s success
and makes some predictions about what the last book in the series might contain....
StateCollege.com, June 27
A real-life civics lesson
[http://www.nydailynews.com/boroughs/bronx/2007/07/03/2007-07-03_kids_reallife_civics_lesson.html]
After a year-long letter-writing campaign—and a publicity boost from the New York Daily
News—students at a Bronx public school have gotten a reward for civic activism: a brand-new,
$200,000 learning center and library funded by elected officials. The campaign started out as a
civic lesson; P.S. 41 students targeted local officials, asking for help funding a new library
after a 2003 population surge turned the old library into a school classroom....
New York Daily News, July 3
Brehm-Heeger encourages youth reading
[http://news.enquirer.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070705/NEWS0105/707050347/1061/NEWS01]
Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County’s teen reading specialist Paula Brehm-Heeger, who
just became YALSA president, says that teens are reading more now. “There is more material being
published for teens,” Brehm-Heeger said. “And the reading programs have been effective in getting
them to read for fun. They are coming to the library and reading more books, magazines,
newspapers, and periodicals.”...
Cincinnati Enquirer, July 5
In the spirit of a far-seeing librarian [http://www.startribune.com/562/story/1246979.html]
At the turn of the last century, visionary librarian Gratia Countryman began delivering books to
the residents of rural Hennepin County, even though her Minneapolis Public Library was under no
obligation to do so. Believing that “schools and libraries are not luxuries in a democracy,” she
went on to create a network of libraries throughout the rural countryside to encourage literacy
for all. She called them the People’s Schools....
Minneapolis Star-Tribune, June 15
Your job prospects in 2030 [http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2007/06/20/42skills.h26.html]
Stuart W. Elliott, director of the Board on Testing and Assessment at the National Research
Council says that by 2030, the question of what skills current employers might want could be moot
for most jobs. By then, according to his pilot analysis (PDF file
[http://www7.nationalacademies.org/cfe/Stuart_Elliott_Paper.pdf]) of how many jobs might be
gobbled up by computers, 60% of human jobs as we now know them&mdash;including 74% of U.S.
library, training, and teaching positions&mdash;may disappear....
Education Week, June 13
Recipe book is a top library fundraiser
[http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/07/01/AR2007070100476.html]
300 Years of Black Cooking in St. Mary’s County, Maryland, was first published in 1975, but it has
been enjoying a revival of sales since the St. Mary’s County Library system reissued it in
September 2005. After 1,000 copies sold out within a year, the library had a second 1,000 copies
printed last fall. Part of the $6,000 profit that the library system received from sales has gone
to support such programming as lectures by a children’s author and a one-woman show about Harriet
Tubman....
Washington Post, July 1
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Hattiesburg&#8217;s long Katrina recovery
[http://www.hattiesburgamerican.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070705/NEWS01/707050350/1002]
Although she started working at the Hattiesburg (Miss.) Public Library after Hurricane Katrina
hit, library assistant Chris Thornhill said she still could see the damage. And until recently,
the library wasn’t back to normal, with all areas open and shelves completely restocked. For
months after the hurricane, scaffolding scaled the walls, roof tiles were loose, water dripped in
through the ceiling, and the library’s Mississippi Tower and meeting room were closed....
Hattiesburg (Miss.) American, July 5
California public libraries bursting at the seams [http://www.dailynews.com/news/ci_6246573]
After missing two chances in the past year to gain state funding, libraries in Los Angeles County
and throughout the state are struggling to meet a massive demand for new facilities that far
exceeds available funds. But in June 2006, state voters rejected a $600-million bond measure to
build new libraries. And earlier this month, a $4-billion library bond proposal for next year’s
ballot was held in committee in the state legislature, dashing the hopes of library supporters who
say local resources are not enough to meet the demand....
Los Angeles Daily News, June 27
Where do the books go when a college closes?
[http://www.chicagotribune.com/services/newspaper/premium/printedition/Sunday/art/chi-0701_litlife2j
ul01,1,917131.story]
The Antioch College Board of Trustees announced in June that after a century and a half of
educating the young and the restless, the Yellow Springs, Ohio, school will close permanently a
year from now. Still undetermined, though, is the fate of the Olive Kettering Library. “We are
told that the library will be maintained. What that means, I’m not sure,” said Curator of Special
Collections Nina Myatt in an interview last week at the library....
Chicago Tribune, July 1
Sno-Isle&#8217;s new pilot library [http://heraldnet.com/article/20070630/NEWS01/706300330]
Sno-Isle Libraries in Marysville, Washington, hired five staff members, bought 4,000 new books,
DVDs, and audio books, and budgeted $300,000 to be spent this year—all on a library that isn’t
expected to last more than three years. The Camano Island branch is a first. It’s Sno-Isle’s first
pilot library in at least 20 years—and the first of the organization’s 21 branches designed to
look like a bookstore....
Everett (Wash.) Herald, June 30
Rochester agrees to internet restrictions
[http://www.democratandchronicle.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070703/NEWS01/70703013/1002/NEWS]
The Rochester (N.Y.) Public Library will follow the recommendations from a task force to use the
library&rsquo;s internet filtering software to block all pornographic sites unless&mdash;after a
written request&mdash;an administrator deems a site appropriate for a patron to view. The
city&rsquo;s library board relented in order to preserve $6.6 million in county aid. Monroe County
Executive Maggie Brooks had threatened to pull the money if the Central Library didn&rsquo;t ban
pornographic websites....
Rochester (N.Y.) Democrat and Chronicle, July 3
Toronto libraries offer museum passes
[http://www.newswire.ca/en/releases/archive/June2007/27/c9555.html]
Beginning July 3, Toronto Public Library users can borrow a Sun Life Financial Museum and Arts
Pass, [http://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/spe_ser_museum_arts_pass.jsp] in the same way they can
borrow a book or CD from the collection. The pass provides full admission to a family of up to two
adults and five children to the Art Gallery of Ontario and at least four other Toronto cultural
institutions....
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Toronto Public Library, June 27
The library was the perfect place for a new immigrant
[http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/0702/p19s01-hfes.html?page=1]
How does a newcomer to the U.S. get acclimated? A Russian woman found all she needed in one spot.
Svetlana Grobman describes how she first learned English as a library shelver in a Midwestern town
17 years ago, then went on to get a library science degree at the local university....
Christian Science Monitor, July 2
=====================================================================================
===============
[http://www.maintainitproject.org/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=banner&utm_content=AL%2BDirect]
=====================================================================================
===============

Tech Talk
=====================================================================================
===============
Second Earth [http://www.technologyreview.com/Infotech/18888/page1/] (free registration required)
The World Wide Web will soon be absorbed into the World Wide Sim: an immersive, 3-D visual
environment that combines elements of social virtual worlds such as Second Life and mapping
applications such as Google Earth. What happens when the virtual and real worlds collide? Wade
Roush writes that “many computer professionals think the idea of a ‘Second Earth’ mashup is so
cool that it’s inevitable, whether or not it will offer any immediate way to make money.”...
Technology Review, July/August, pp. 38–48
Can U TXT the LBRY? [http://www.techsource.ala.org/blog/2007/06/can-u-txt-the-lbry.html]
Michael Stephens writes: “We talk these days about going where the users are. What the librarians
at Southeastern Louisiana Univerity noted was the prevalence of students using text messaging to
communicate with each other. Could the library have a place there? Should the library try? One
thing is for sure, the experience is useful to consider as we look for more ways to reach our
users and their information needs.”...
ALA TechSource blog, June 29
The Apple iPhone reviewed [http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,1895,2082361,00.asp]
When he announced the iPhone, Steve Jobs said to expect three things: “an incredibly great cell
phone,” “the best iPod we’ve ever made,” and “the internet in your pocket.” One out of three isn’t
bad. Yes, the iPhone is the best iPod ever&mdash;ironic for something not even called an iPod! But
it’s just a plain lousy phone, and although it makes some exciting advances in handheld web
browsing, it’s not the internet in your pocket....
PC Magazine, June 30
The iPhone and other internet tablets
[http://maisonbisson.com/blog/post/11856/#apple-iphone-vs-internet-tablets]
Casey Bisson writes: “Sure, the iPhone is a sweet phone (even at $600), but how does it compare to
the less definable internet tablet category? The iPhone, Pepper Pad 3, OLPC (right), and Nokia
n800 all have feature-complete browsers and can take advantage of the rich Web 2.0 applications
their larger cousins can. And each offers some local applications, including media players. But
these aren&rsquo;t general-purpose PCs, and they&rsquo;re not trying to replace PCs. These are
Information Age devices that deliver the network in places we generally don&rsquo;t bring our
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laptops.”...
maisonbisson blog, June 28
Meebo works on the iPhone (kinda) [http://www.webware.com/8301-1_109-9739681-2.html]
Josh Lowensohn writes: “The team behind Meebo [http://www.meebo.com] has feverishly been trying
since June 29 to get it working on Apple’s iPhone. One of the handset’s shortcomings is its lack
of an instant messaging client. Meebo, which has been providing a web-based IM client that mimics
desktop chatting software, did not work come iPhone launch due to the mobile version of Safari
using its double-tap navigation. Meebo requires double clicking to start up an IM conversation,
and many of the buttons and window functionality were simply not working.”...
Webware, July 3
iPhone sells out faster than an &#8217;80s rock star
[http://www.engadget.com/2007/07/05/iphone-sells-out-faster-than-an-80s-rock-star/]
Thomas Ricker writes: “Unless you live in or near Tigard, Oregon, or Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,
chances are you’ll be out of luck this week if you’re jonesin’ for that quick retail fix of
consumer crack called the iPhone—Apple’s retail locator lists the iPhone as unavailable for the
rest of the nation. Sales have been so brisk in the first week that AT&T claims to have ‘sold more
iPhones than in the first month of any other wireless phone AT&T ever offered. That’s how good
it’s been.’ However, neither Apple nor AT&T have released any figures.”...
Engadget blog, July 5
Facebook to library apps: Drop dead
[http://stevelawson.name/seealso/archives/2007/07/facebook_to_library_apps_drop_dead.html]
Steve Lawson notes that libraries are having their apps rejected by Facebook staff, apparently for
a variety of reasons: “I&rsquo;m not ready to give up on Facebook yet. For one thing, it&rsquo;s
fun. For another, it really is where our users are. The group for the class of incoming Colorado
College students already has 354 members two months before school starts. Now whether Facebook
really wants a Colorado College library application—when that valuable profile space could be
taken up with SuperPoke!, Food Fight!, or Booze Mail—who&rsquo;s to say?”...
See Also... blog, July 3
Putting the world in WorldCat
[http://blogs.ala.org/pace.php?title=putting_the_world_in_worldcat&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1]
Andrew Pace writes: “Seems like a guy can barely put a print column to bed before there’s another
change in the library automation landscape. OCLC has just purchased the remaining shares of OCLC
PICA, the European arm of the library cooperative formed in 2002, two years after OCLC acquired a
majority of shares (60%) in the Dutch PICA (Project for Integrated Catalogue Automation). This
deal, the value of which is unreported (but which is likely forthcoming), gives OCLC the remaining
40%.”...
Hectic Pace blog, July 3

Actions & Answers
=====================================================================================
===============
979-prefixed ISBNs to appear early in 2008 [http://www.bisg.org/news/press.php?pressid=44]
The first ISBNs to be prefixed by 979 are likely to be assigned in the second quarter of 2008,
according to a recent press release from the International ISBN Agency. This is the first public
announcement to include a date for the appearance of 979-prefixed ISBNs. The news is important for
everyone in the book trade. Until now, all 13-digit ISBNs have been prefixed by 978, allowing
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systems to contain both 10- and 13-digit ISBNs for all books. Once the 979 prefixes are
introduced, there can be no 10-digit equivalents for 13-digit ISBNs....
Book Industry Study Group, June 6
12 laws every blogger should know [http://www.avivadirectory.com/blogger-law/]
For U.S. bloggers in particular, blogging has become a veritable land mine of potential legal
issues, and the situation isn&rsquo;t helped by the fact that the law in this area is constantly
in flux. This article highlights 12 of the most important U.S. laws related to blogging and
provides some simple and straightforward tips for safely navigating them....
Aviva Directory, May 1
SOLINET&#8217;s scenarios for the future of libraries
[http://www.solinet.net/whatsnew/whatsnew.cfm?doc_id=4635]
The Southeastern Library Network has released a 10-page report (PDF file
[http://www.solinet.net/emplibfile/ScenarioPlanningReport.pdf]) detailing results of recent
discussions regarding the future of libraries. The report is the result of a series of 12
discussion groups SOLINET facilitated with its member libraries. The discussions focused on three
scenarios (PDF file [http://www.solinet.net/emplibfile/ACF1C65.pdf]) that depict libraries three
to five years into the future. Participants debated what was likely, unlikely, and missing in each
of the scenarios....
SOLINET, July 5
Mellon awards Columbia $563,000 for primary-source project
[http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/news/libraries/2007/2007-06-29.mellon_interns.html]
Columbia University Libraries has received a $563,000 grant from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
to fund a three-year pilot project that will award a series of internships to graduate students to
collaborate with librarians in the organization and description of primary source collections. The
project began July 1....
Columbia University Libraries, June 29
NCLIS support for school media specialists
[http://www.nclis.gov/news/pressrelease/pr2007/NCLISNewsRelease-SupportCertifiedLibraryMediaSpeciali
sts2007-03.pdf] (PDF file)
At its June 4–5 meeting, the U.S. National Commission on Libraries and Information Science
approved a resolution advising Congress that “every school library be staffed by a highly
qualified, state certified school library media specialist.” Chairman Beth Fitzsimmons said that
NCLIS was heartened by the bipartisan SKILLs Act legislation instroduced June 27....
U.S. National Commission on Libraries and Information Science, July 2
New members named to Depository Library Council [http://www.gpo.gov/news/2007/07news21.pdf] (PDF
file)
Acting Public Printer William H. Turri has appointed six new members to the Depository Library
Council, which advises the Public Printer on the Federal Depository Library Program. They are Gwen
Sinclair, Victoria Trotta, Christopher Greer, Kathryn Lawhun, John Shuler, and Kendall Wiggin....
Government Printing Office, June 28
Making every school moment count [http://blog.reading.org/archives/002927.html]
The International Reading Association has released Making Every Moment Count: Maximizing Quality
Instructional Time (PDF file [http://www.reading.org/downloads/resources/MEMC_070620.pdf]), a
collection of short papers by nine educational organizations (including AASL). The free
publication, in part, responds to the narrowing of curriculum that has occurred under No Child
Left Behind....
International Reading Association, June 21
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debuts [http://www.joci.ecu.edu/index.php/JoCI]
The inaugural issue of East Carolina University’s Journal of Curriculum and Instruction highlights
the efforts of teachers and researchers as they implement exemplary literacy practices at a time
when such efforts have been challenged and undermined by political influences. Guest editor Terry
S. Atkinson says that the journal will emphasize best practices, rather than techniques for
preparing students to score well on high-stakes assessments....
Journal of Curriculum and Instruction 1, no. 1 (July)
Biblioteca Santiago in Chile [http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WQ1u8L3vA28]
A student filmed and produced this wordless musical video (3:58) that showcases the many types of
services and activities available at the public library [http://www.bibliotecadesantiago.cl/] in
Santiago, Chile. The art gallery, reading rooms, storytime, internet terminals, martial arts
class, the graphic novel collection, the café, even the restrooms are featured....
YouTube, June 1

Ask the ALA Librarian
=====================================================================================
===============
Q. I attended the ALA Annual Conference in Washington, D.C., in June. Several programs I attended
ran out of handouts. Can you tell me where I can find these? The presenters said they would be on
the ALA website.
A. How handouts and other output [http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Conferences]
from Annual Conference are disseminated varies considerably from division to division, or from one
program planner or speaker to another. With the growth in the number of blogs and wikis, the
possibilities have also grown. The range of possibilities includes: links from the Annual
Conference 2007 wiki
[http://wikis.ala.org/annual2007/index.php/Handouts%2C_Podcasts%2C_and_other_Post_Conference_Informa
tion] (best source), division blogs and podcasts
[http://wikis.ala.org/readwriteconnect/index.php/Main_Page], sponsoring unit webpages
[http://www.ala.org/ala/ourassociation/Default262.htm], the speaker&rsquo;s personal or
institutional webpage, and a planned publication. To complicate matters even more, with the
exception of the very few contemporaneous blog posts, there is a time lag between the program
presentation and the posting or publication of the content. There is always the possibility that a
presentation is not recorded or written and may only be captured when the presenter uses the
content in a substantially revised form in a publication a year or more later.
See the ALA Professional Tips wiki
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/ALA_Annual_Conference_handouts%2C_etc.] for
further assistance.
The ALA Librarian [mailto:AskTheLibrarian@ala.org] welcomes your questions.

Calendar
=====================================================================================
===============
Online exhibits
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Austin (Tex.) Public Library [http://texashistory.unt.edu/browse/collection/NDPC/]: &ldquo;Portal
to Texas History&rdquo; contains 800 images from Austin American-Statesman photographer Neal
Douglass.
Boston College [http://www.bc.edu/libraries/news-events-pub/exhibits/] archives exhibits from the
O&rsquo;Neill Library and the Burns Library of Rare Books and Special Collections online,
including &ldquo;Media and U.S. Wars,&rdquo; &ldquo;Free State Art: Judging Ireland by Its Book
Covers,&rdquo; and &ldquo;Lesser Lights or Major Literary Influences?&rdquo;
Boston Public Library [HTTP://www.bpl.org/sportstemples/]: &ldquo;Sports Temples of Boston: Images
of Historic Ballparks, Arenas, and Stadiums in Boston.&rdquo;
British Library [HTTP://www.collectbritain.co.uk/collections/philatelic/], London:
&ldquo;Philatelic Rarities.&rdquo;
Buffalo and Erie County Library [HTTP://becpldigital.cdm.oclc.org/], New York: &ldquo;The New York
to Paris Race&rdquo; highlights the 1907 &ldquo;Great Race&rdquo; from New York to Paris by
automobile, won by Buffalo resident George Schuster.
Cleveland Public Library [http://www.cpl.org/collection-connection.asp]: Online exhibits including
&ldquo;African American Family Photograph Collection,&rdquo; &ldquo;Patriotism & Propaganda—War
Posters,&rdquo; and &ldquo;Coming Attractions: Cinema Teasers from the Silent Era.&rdquo;
Columbia University Library [HTTP://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/eresources/exhibitions/], New York
archives exhibits online, including &ldquo;Children&rsquo;s Drawings of the Spanish Civil
War&rdquo; and &ldquo;Shakespeare and the Book.&rdquo; The Rare Book &amp; Manuscript Library
[http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/indiv/rbml/exhibitions.html] also hosts several online exhibits.
Library Company of Philadelphia [http://www.librarycompany.org/collections/exhibits/] archives
exhibitions online, including &ldquo;Color-Plate Books From the Collection.&rdquo;
Library of Congress [HTTP://www.loc.gov/exhibits/]: The Library of Congress has several dozen
online exhibits, including &ldquo;A Century of Creativity: The MacDowell Colony
1907&ndash;2007,&rdquo; &ldquo;Bob Hope and American Variety,&rdquo; &ldquo;Earth as Art: A
Landsat Perspective,&rdquo; &ldquo;I Do Solemnly Swear... Inaugural Materials from the Collections
of the Library of Congress,&rdquo; &ldquo;Revising Himself: Walt Whitman and Leaves of
Grass,&rdquo; and &ldquo;Churchill and the Great Republic.&rdquo; &ldquo;The Veterans History
Project [HTTP://www.loc.gov/vets/]&rdquo; includes digitized interviews, letters, photographs,
stories, and audio and video.
Plymouth (N.H.) State University [http://beyondbrownpaper.plymouth.edu/browse/]: &ldquo;Beyond
Brown Paper.&rdquo;
San Francisco Public Library [http://www.sfpl.org/news/exhibitions.htm#online] archives exhibits
online, including &ldquo;Amusing America,&rdquo; &ldquo;Homage to Lulu: 100 Years of Louise
Brooks,&rdquo; and &ldquo;Picture This: Family Photographs of Everyday San Francisco.&rdquo;
University of Nevada, [http://www.library.unlv.edu/exhibits/index.html] Las Vegas: Online exhibits
include: &ldquo;Welcome Home Howard, or Whatever Became of the Daring Aviator?&rdquo; &ldquo;Las
Vegas and Water in the West,&rdquo; &ldquo;Before Gaming . . . Celebrating Las Vegas&rsquo;
Centennial, 1905&ndash;2005,&rdquo; and &ldquo;Dino at the Sands.&rdquo;
@ More [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/datebook/datebook.cfm]...
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U.S. & World News
Senate Committee asks EPA to
reopen its libraries

After nearly a year of controversy over
Environmental Protection Agency library
closings and consolidations, the Senate
Appropriations Committee June 26
recommended that the agency restore the
network of libraries to its former capacity.
The committee report on the FY2008 Interior Appropriations Bill (S.
1696) directs the EPA to submit by December 31 a plan on how to
use $2 million—the same amount cut from the agency’s FY2007
budget—to accomplish the restoration and “maintain a robust
collection of environmental data and resources in each region.”...

D.C. grants landmark status to Main Library

The District of Columbia Historic Preservation Review Board granted
landmark status June 28 to the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial
Library. The move gives the 35-year-old modernist building, designed
by Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, legal protection against demolition.
The library was one of four on the endangered list posted by the
Recent Past Preservation Network....

Small town hopes N.J.
governor will save its library

New Jersey Gov. Jon Corzine signed into
law a 4% cap on property taxes earlier
this year, but now two state legislators
are appealing to him to modify it to save
the Jamesburg Public Library—and
possibly other small libraries in the state
—from closing. State Assembly members
Linda Greenstein (D-Monroe) and Bill Baroni (R-Hamilton) asked
residents at a June 27 public conference to appeal to the governor to
grant a one-year exemption that would move the library’s budget
outside of the tax cap that goes into effect next year....

Rochester Central Library
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Learn how to conduct
videogame
tournaments in your
library with this
guidebook by Ann
Arbor’s library
technology manager,
Eli Neiburger. This
book contains the
complete toolkit, with
tips on convincing the
skeptics and getting
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accepts Web restrictions

One month after the Monroe County (N.Y.)
Library System agreed to block all
pornographic sites on its public computers,
trustees of the Rochester Public Library—
which serves as the MCLS headquarters
library—voted in late June to adopt the same policy. The city’s library
board had previously disagreed over the policy, recommended by an
eight-person task force in response to Monroe County Executive
Maggie Brooks’s threat to pull $6.6 million in operating funds if RPL
did not block all access to adult websites....

audience feedback
through your blog.
NEW! from ALA
Editions.

ALA News
ALA urges National Security Letter reform

ALA Council unanimously passed a resolution at Annual Conference
June 27 condemning the use of National Security Letters (NSLs) to
obtain library records and urging Congress to pursue immediate
reforms of NSL procedures. The action arose out of concerns over the
misuse and abuse of NSLs detailed in the March 2007 report
submitted to Congress by the Department of Justice’s Office of the
Inspector General....

Council resolution on the National
Library Service

At Annual Conference in Washington, D.C., ALA
Council passed a resolution calling on Congress to
provide the National Library Service for the Blind
and Physically Handicapped with the $19.1 million
it needs to preserve its Talking Books program....
Librarygrist blog, July 6

Council actions on vital government services

ALA has reaffirmed its support for three vital government services to
the United States Congress. In letters sent July 11 to all Members of
the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives, ALA included Council
resolutions in support of the Government Printing Office and the
National Digital Information Infrastructure and Preservation Program,
in addition to the National Library Service (above)....

The 2007 National
Book Festival,
organized and
sponsored by the
Library of Congress and
hosted by Laura Bush,
will be held from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. on
Saturday, September
29, on the National Mall
in Washington, D.C.,
between 7th and 14th
streets (rain or shine).
The festival is free and
open to the public. See
the complete list of
scheduled authors. All
six of the 2007 national
winners of the Center
for the Book’s Letters
About Literature
contest will also be at
the festival to read their
winning letters to
authors.

District Dispatch blog, July 11

Ben Roethlisberger named Library Card
spokesperson

Ben Roethlisberger, quarterback of the 2006 Super
Bowl champion Pittsburgh Steelers, will be the
spokesperson for this year’s Library Card Sign-up
Month, which begins September 1. Roethlisberger is
featured on an ALA Graphics READ poster. Promotional
tools in Spanish and English are available online to
promote The Smartest Card....
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Gaming, Learning, and Libraries
Symposium

Top gamers will meet in Chicago this month to discuss
how gaming impacts our nation’s libraries. ALA
TechSource and ACRL will host the first annual Gaming,
Learning, and Libraries Symposium to be held in
Chicago, July 22–24, at the Chicago Marriott O’Hare Hotel....

Yahoo! avatars can now wear READ T-shirts

Yahoo! subscribers can now dress their avatars—icons that
subscribers can create to represent themselves in virtual space—in a
READ T-shirt, thanks to a partnership between ALA Graphics and
Yahoo! To dress your Yahoo! avatar in a virtual T-shirt, sign in at
Yahoo! Avatars, select the tab marked “extras,” and click on “issues
and causes.”...

Los Angeles Public Library Reference Librarian
Mary McCoy will spend 24 hours at her computer
from 6 a.m., July 28, to 6 a.m. Pacific Time, July
29, blogging every half hour on her This Book Is
For You blog as part of Blogathon 2007. Her
chosen charity is ALA’s Hurricane Katrina Relief
Fund. You can sponsor her in this effort by pledging a lump sum or
an hourly amount. All donations go directly to the ALA fund, rather
than the blogger or Blogathon....
This Book Is For You blog, July 9; Blogathon 2007

At Annual Conference, the Committee on
accreditation status to the MLIS program
University. Continued status was granted
University of Oklahoma, San Jose (Calif.)
University of Texas at Austin....

Accreditation granted initial
at Valdosta (Ga.) State
to programs at the
State University, and the

Libraries “Step Up to the Plate”

Nearly 1,000 libraries have registered for the
Step Up to the Plate @ your library program,
developed by ALA and the National Baseball
Hall of Fame. By registering, libraries gain
access to free tools to help promote the
program in their communities. Resources
include a toolkit with programming ideas and customizable media
relations materials....

Irshad Manji on CSPAN-2

ALA Presidents
Speak across a
Century
Ken Burns Archives
America
Librarians of
Congress
Conference Preview

Blogging for Katrina relief

COA accreditation actions

An AL Timeline

(Real Player format)

The complete 90-minute Annual Conference talk by Muslim dissident
and feminist writer Irshad Manji on the liberal reformation of Islam is
available for viewing as a RealPlayer file....
CSPAN-2, June 25
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Career Leads
from

Head of Circulation
and Public Service
Systems
Coordinator,
Westbrook, Maine.
Will provide advice on
the future upgrades
and the purchases of
related Circulation and
public service
hardware and
software and will
establish and solidify
customer relationships
by providing
outstanding customer
service to the
public....

@ More jobs...
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AL Focus
Julie Andrews and Emma
Walton Hamilton

Fresh from her rousing speech at ALA
Annual Conference in Washington, D.C.
(in part celebrating American Libraries'
100th anniversary), performer and
author Julie Andrews joins her
daughter, children’s author Emma
Walton Hamilton, at the Martin Luther
King Memorial Library to read from
their new book The Great American Mousical. Also in this 4:09 video,
ALA President Leslie Burger announces that Andrews will be the
honorary chair of National Library Week in 2008....

Libraries Build Communities

The Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial
Library in Washington, D.C., plays host
to the “Libraries Build Communities”
program during Annual Conference. We
go inside the historic building (2:25) to
see this “blue wave” of volunteers
hammer at shelves, tear open boxes of
literature, and furiously vacuum dirt off
old children’s books....

Featured review: Reference

Levinson, David, and Karen Christensen
(editors). Global Perspectives on the
United States: A Nation by Nation Survey.
Jan. 2007. 718p. Berkshire, hardcover
(ISBN 978-1-933782-06-5).
Worldviews of the U.S. have changed over
time, particularly since 9/11 and the war
in Iraq. Levinson and Christensen and a
worldwide editorial board provide insight
into the views of and perspectives on the
U.S. and its government, people, policies, and culture.
Although the editors had hoped to determine these
perspectives based on key historical events such as the
American Revolution, World Wars I and II, and the founding
of the UN, they discovered that most nations form opinions of
the U.S. by answering two questions—What has the U.S.
done for or to us lately? and What may the U.S. do for or to
us in the future? To answer these questions, more than 100
experts analyzed public statements, editorials and articles in
the media, books, organizational reports, and their own
observations and experiences to compile each nation’s
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Rebecca Starkey and
Barbara Kern describe
the Class Librarian
program at the
University of Chicago,
an initiative that lets
librarians connect with
undergraduates
throughout their years
in college, in the
July/August issue of
College & Research
Libraries News.

Poll
What do YOU think?
A New York Times
fashion writer
suggested in a July
8 article that young
people are entering
the library
profession because
it is trendy, hip, and
progressive. Do you
agree?
Have you heard the
term “guybrarian”
before?
Click here to
ANSWER!
This is an unscientific poll
that reflects the opinions of
only those AL Direct readers
who have chosen to
participate.

Public
Perception
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article....

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
Division News
Teen Tech Week theme and wiki

YALSA kicked off Teen Tech Week for 2008 by launching a Teen Tech
Week Wiki. The theme will be Tune In @ your library. Teen Tech
Week will be celebrated March 2–8, 2008; registration will begin
September 1, 2007....

YALSA memories: Future, present, and past

At YALSA’s 50th Anniversary party in Washington, D.C., Erin Downey
Howerton talked with librarians from several different generations
and recorded this 21:30 podcast. Past presidents of YALSA talk about
publishing and YALSA history, new librarians discuss why they are
looking forward to being involved in YALSA, Spectrum Scholars
discuss why they chose YALSA, and Emerging Leaders provide their
take on Annual Conference and ALA. YALSA also podcasted other
conference events....
YALSA blog, July 8

Round Table News
ALA statements on the War on Terror

Elaine Harger, outgoing coordinator of the ALA Social Responsibilities
Round Table, compiled a list of resolutions by ALA Council on the
War on Terror for distribution to congressional offices during Library
Day on the Hill at Annual Conference in Washington, D.C. The list is
also in PDF form....
Library Juice, June 29

Awards
New YALSA award for a first-time YA author

YALSA’s new William C. Morris YA Debut Award will celebrate the
achievement of a previously unpublished author or authors who have
made a strong literary debut in writing for young adult readers. The
first award will be given in January 2009 at the Midwinter Meeting
Youth Media Awards....

Excellence in Library Service to Young Adults

YALSA recognized 25 exemplary teen programs and services from
across the United States in the fifth round of its Excellence in Library
Service to Young Adults project. The top five programs are at the
Hennepin County (Minn.) Library, Austin (Tex.) Public Library,
Cleveland Public Library, Alameda County (Calif.) Library, and Albany
(N.Y.) Public Library’s New Scotland branch....

Bound to Stay Bound Books and Melcher
Scholarships
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How the World
Sees Us
“Corliss wondered
what happens to a
book that sits
unread on a library
shelf for thirty
years. Can a book
rightfully be called a
book if it never gets
read? If a tree falls
in a forest and gets
pulped to make
paper for a book
that never gets
read, but there’s
nobody there to
read it, does it make
a sound?
“‘How many books
never get checked
out?’ Corliss asked
the librarian.
“‘Most of them,’
she said.
“Corliss had never
once considered the
fate of library
books. She’d never
wondered how
many books go
unread. She loved
books. How could
she not worry about
the unread? She felt
like a disorganized
scholar, an
inconsiderate lover,
an abusive mother,
and a cowardly
soldier.”
—Sherman Alexie, in “The
Search Engine,” a short
story in his Ten Little
Indians collection (Grove,
2003).

From the
CentenniAL
Blog
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ALSC has announced the 2007 recipients of the Frederic G. Melcher
and Bound to Stay Bound Books Scholarships. The scholarships are
awarded annually to students who plan to enter ALA-accredited
programs, obtain a master’s degree in library science and specialize
in library service to children....

Seen Online
The New York Times shifts its librarian stereotypes

NYT Fashion and Style writer Kara Jesella writes: “Librarians? Aren’t
they supposed to be bespectacled women with a love of classic books
and a perpetual annoyance with talkative patrons—the ultimate
humorless shushers? Not any more. A new type of librarian is
emerging—the kind that, according to the website Librarian
Avengers, is ‘looking to put the ‘hep cat’ in cataloguing.’” For some
reactions to the article, read Meredith Farkas, Karen Schneider,
Melissa Rabey, Rory Litwin, and Mary Carmen Chimato....
New York Times, July 8

Librarians: We’re not what you
think

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Web
Services Coordinator John Hubbard writes:
“From the spinster librarian in It’s a
Wonderful Life to the crotchety archivist in
Attack of the Clones, librarians are often
portrayed as something less than noble or
admirable. The perception of librarians has been a popular topic
recently.” Hubbard illustrates many pop-cultural librarian images in
his web gallery and a PDF file....
TK421

Senator seeks to increase FCC’s profanity power

Senator and presidential candidate Sam Brownback (R-Kans.)—who
helped get the FCC’s indecency fines increased tenfold in 2006—said
he will offer two amendments to a general government
appropriations bill July 12, one that would “continue support for the
FCC to fine broadcasters who air indecent, profane, or obscene
content,” and another that would “fine broadcasters for airing
excessively violent content during the hours when children are most
likely to be in the audience.”...
Broadcasting & Cable, July 10

Nixon Library now under federal
control

The privately operated Richard M. Nixon Library
and Birthplace in Yorba Linda, California, is now
under federal control and researchers can pore
over documents and tapes detailing “the good,
the bad, and the ugly.” After a simple opening
ceremony July 11, library officials and docents
shared champagne and cake before moving to the research room to
view 78,000 newly released Nixon papers and 11.5 hours of
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American Libraries
goes atomic. Greg
Landgraf writes: “Most
dramatic (and dire)
are the issues from
the first half of 1947.
That was the year that
the ALA Bulletin
heralded, with great
trepidation, the Atomic
Age. At Midwinter,
Council passed a
resolution urging all
libraries ‘to advance a
true understanding on
the part of all the
people of atomic
energy and its
meaning for
civilization,’ and that
the ALA urge
international control
over atomic energy. In
several news stories,
the Bulletin reported
on an atomic energy
education program
developed by the ALA
and Enoch Pratt Free
Library in Baltimore
(or, perhaps,
developed by EPFL
with some aid from
ALA; reports aren’t
consistent on that
point) and presented
at libraries around the
country (Jan., p. 38,
53). It featured films
and lectures with such
titles as ‘While Time
Remains,’ ‘One World
or None,’ and ‘Don’t
Resign from the
Human Race.’”...
See the CentenniAL
Blog for more....
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audiotape....

Associated Press, July 11

Mayor criticizes city’s approval of gay library move

Fort Lauderdale Mayor Jim Naugle took a swipe at gays July 10,
attacking a request that the Stonewall gay and lesbian book archive
be housed on city property. The tiff over the adult book collection
brought to City Hall a war that started last week between Naugle and
gays in the city. Commissioners voted 3–2 to approve the county-run
Stonewall Library and Archives request to move the collection to the
city-owned ArtSpace library at Holiday Park....
Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) Sun-Sentinel, July 11

Bazoongas banned in Saskatchewan

References to bullying, breasts, and the word
“bazoongas” have made a children’s book nominated
for a Saskatchewan award too hot to handle for a
school in the southwestern part of the province. The
librarian at Elizabeth School in Kindersley objected to
a scene in Nikki Tate’s Trouble on Tarragon Island
where the young heroine is teased about her activist
grandmother posing seminude in a calendar, with
taunts about her grandmother’s saggy breasts, or “bazoongas.”...
Saskatoon (Sask.) Star Phoenix, July 5; Nikki Tate’s blog, June 27

10 things to know about J. K. Rowling

Harry Potter and his wizardly world have become a pop-culture
phenomenon, but there may still be a few tidbits you don’t know
about the author, J. K. Rowling, and her record-breaking series. For
example, Harry Potter got his namesake from Rowling’s cheeky
childhood neighbor....
CTV Television Network, July 10

Pennsylvania libraries in budget crisis

Amid the last-minute, early-summer frenzy that almost always marks
the state budget process, this much was certain: Officials at public
libraries didn’t see any reason to expect much change in the way of
help from Harrisburg. Even with a marginal increase in the $75.5
million the state doles out for libraries, the commonwealth is among
the bottom third of states in aggregate per capita spending on
libraries. The reason isn’t so much the state, however, as it is the
localities....

Brian F. LaVoie, Lynn
Silipigni Connaway, and
Edward T. O’Neill use
OCLC’s WorldCat
bibliographic
database (PDF file) as
a data source for
examining questions
relating to digital
materials in library
collections, in the April
issue of Library
Resources & Technical
Services.

Ask the ALA
Librarian

Pittsburgh (Pa.) Post-Gazette, July 1

Extensive flooding in Aliquippa

After a cloudburst sent 4 inches of rain through the streets of
Aliquippa, Pennsylvania, July 5, the resulting flood destroyed about
10,000 books—one-tenth of the town’s historic B. F. Jones Memorial
Library’s collection—and damaged the children’s room in the
basement, which was renovated last year at a cost of $750,000....
Beaver County (Pa.) Times, July 5; Pittsburgh (Pa.) Tribune-Review, July 7

Tech Talk
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Q. Our summer
reading program is
bringing kids to the
library in droves!
Are there any
awards for a
successful summer
reading program?
A. Not specifically.
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Online social networks and information
professionals

This article by Mike Reid and Christian Gray is the first in a series of
three to explore the history and dramatic growth of online social
networks and the implications of that growth for information
professionals. In Part 1, they set the stage for the series by
explaining the phenomenon and its historical underpinnings. They
also define terms and provide a nifty timeline....
Searcher 15, no. 7 (July/August)

Google, Yahoo both working on new social
networks

Google is sponsoring a project at Carnegie Mellon University’s
Human-Computer Interaction Institute to “rethink and reinvent online
social networking.” The project is called Socialstream. Meanwhile,
Yahoo’s Mosh is being called a “new cool social network product.”...
TechCrunch blog, July 8–9

Google Easter eggs

Phil Bradley points out that if you type
certain character combinations in the Google
search box and hit “I’m Feeling Lucky,” you
will get some surprise results. Try it with
google gothic, google loco, and xx piglatin. You can also watch a
3:55 video about it if you don’t want to type them in yourself....
Phil Bradley’s weblog, July 9

Online gaming community reaches 217 million

A global study of online gaming shows that the number of unique
visitors to these sites has reached almost 217 million worldwide—a
year-on-year growth of 17%. The comScore World Metrix study took
into account all sites that provide online or downloadable games,
excluding gambling sites. Yahoo! Games was the largest property,
attracting 53 million unique visitors, with MSN Games following in
second place....
comScore, July 10

However, libraries do
enter their successful
summer reading
program public
relations efforts in the
John Cotton Dana
Library Public
Relations Contest,
cosponsored by LAMA
and the H. W. Wilson
Company. Now over
50 years old, these
awards recognize the
best in library public
relations. As indicated
in the information on
the contest,
recognition is given to
well-planned public
relations programs,
with a needs
assessment for the
communications plan,
strategic analysis
guiding the
implementation, and
demonstrable results.
Winning entries may
be borrowed from the
ALA Library. See the
ALA Professional
Tips wiki for further
assistance.
The ALA Librarian
welcomes your
questions.

Even more meta

Andrew Pace writes: “Every time I look, metasearch is still with us.
Part of me keeps hoping it will go away, but nope, it’s still there. And
thank goodness that there are enough people and companies out
there still trying to make it better. Index Data announced July 9 that
it has created IRSpy, a registry of information retrieval targets that
support Z39.50 and SRW/SRU.”...
Hectic Pace, July 11

10 ways to irritate your IT department

Believe it or not, bandwidth and storage are finite resources for even
the largest institutions. Your information technology department is
another finite resource, which is why your IT guys hate spending
hours cleaning all the crap off your machine that you’ve picked up
through reckless web surfing. These 10 activities tax your office’s
network and IT staff to their respective breaking points....
PC Magazine, July 10

Next up: Booby-trapped web pages

Raimund Genes, Trend Micro’s chief technology officer, warns that
sometime next year more cyberattacks will begin originating from the
Web than they do from email. He says: “If webmasters are careless,
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Calendar
Chapter
conferences
Sep. 9–11:

Arkansas Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Embassy
Suites, Hot Springs.

Sep. 12–15:

Wyoming Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Little
America Hotel,
Cheyenne.

Sep. 19–22:
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then you have a perfect infection scene. You have a silent killer and
you don’t have the email evidence to trace it back to the initial
infection scene.”...
C|net news.com, July 10

Will an iPhone blend?

Tom Dickson, founder of the Blendtec
line of Total Blenders, demonstrates the
blendability of Apple’s new iPhone in
this recent video in his popular Will It
Blend? series. According to Wikipedia,
the phrase “Will it blend?” has become
an internet meme on such sites as Digg....
Blendtec

Actions & Answers
The inefficiencies of freedom

Duke Law Professor James Boyle writes: “Sometimes,
freedom can just come to seem inefficient. Oldfashioned. Something that can be subcontracted away.
That is the time to worry. Or so it seemed to me when
I read about a new blanket license that the Copyright Clearance
Center is offering American academic institutions. If, under fair use,
no permission is required, why is such a center even necessary? The
answer is that there is profound disagreement about the extent of
educational fair use.”...
Financial Times, July 1; Copyright Clearance Center, June 22

Meet the Disposable Librarian

Blogtator writes: “It is that time of the year again: Librarians are
retiring or moving on to another job and not being replaced. In some
cases, school district administrators are making difficult and dreaded
decisions to cut valued professional school library positions. However,
in too many cases, the outgoing librarian has made the decision
easy. We all know these librarians: the people who will not be missed
or replaced when they retire or move on to another job. They are
the Disposable Librarians.”...
AASL blog, July 8

Q&A video: James Billington

The 13th Librarian of Congress discusses
his 20 years on the job and LC’s future.
The interview took place in the Coolidge
Auditorium at the Library’s Thomas
Jefferson Building as part of the ALA
Annual Conference....

Kentucky Library
Association and
Kentucky School
Media Association,
Joint Conference,
Marriott Louisville
Downtown. “Building
and Strengthening
Communities:
Advocating Our
Future.”

Sep. 26–28:

North Dakota
Library Association,
Annual Conference,
Jamestown Civic
Center.

Oct. 1–3:

West Virginia
Library Association,
Annual Conference,
Lakeview Golf Resort
and Spa, Morgantown.
“Strength Through
Change.”

Oct. 3–5:

Missouri Library
Association, Annual
Conference, University
Plaza Hotel and
Convention Center,
Springfield.

Oct. 3–6:

Idaho Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Nampa
Civic Center.

Oct. 4–6:

C-Span Q&A, July 1

Nevada Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Carson
City. “The Lighter Side
of Libraries.”

Update on LC cataloging services

Oct. 9–12:

Tom Yee, assistant chief of the Library of Congress Cataloging Policy
and Support Office, summarized some changes taking place in his
department: In a move toward economy, commonly used subject
strings will be added to the LC authority file; LC is looking at the
application and structure of the LC Subject Headings, especially
considering pre-coordination vs. post-coordination. Also, as
catalogers retire they are not being replaced, so technicians are
doing bibliographic description and the professional catalogers are
concentrating on classification and subject analysis....
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Illinois Library
Association, Annual
Conference,
Springfield.

Oct. 10–12:

Ohio Library
Council, Convention
and Expo, Hyatt
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Cataloging Futures blog, June 29

Regency, Columbus.

New edition of Sears Subject Headings

Oct. 10–12:

H. W. Wilson announced its release of the 19th edition
of the Sears List of Subject Headings, with 400 new
headings on Islam, new literary genres, science and
technology, entertainment, and politics. The Sears list,
first published in 1923, has traditionally served small- to
mid-sized libraries. All the classification numbers
assigned to the Sears headings in this edition have
been revised to conform to the 14th abridged edition of
the Dewey Decimal Classification....
H. W. Wilson, July 9

Roads to Reading book donations

The Pathways Within Roads to Reading Initiative’s Biannual Book
Donation Program provides books to literacy programs in small and
rural low-income communities twice each year. The initiative donates
books to school, after-school, summer, community, day-care, and
library reading and literacy programs. The applicant program must
have a tutoring component or a strong focus on remedial reading in a
structured environment....
Pathways Within Roads to Reading Initiative

Kids in Croatia

Iowa Library
Association, Annual
Conference, Coralville.
“Iowa Libraries:
Cultivating the
Future.”

Oct. 14–17:

Pennsylvania
Library Association,
Annual Conference,
Penn Stater
Conference Center
Hotel, State College.
“Pennsylvania
Libraries: Soaring to
New Heights.”

@ More...

(PDF file)

In March, the Libraries for Children and Young
Adults Commitee of the Croatian Library
Association and the Medvescak Public Library in
Zagreb organized a professional conference titled
“Parents with Babies and Toddlers—Welcome to
the Library!” The conference aimed to give
children’s librarians additional information on
services that have not been adequately
established in the country....

IFLA Libraries for Children and Young Adults Section Newsletter, no. 66 (June): 4–5

Does your library love romance?

Romance Writers of America has launched a “Libraries Love
Romance” contest to reward libraries that have made a significant
effort to develop programming or displays highlighting romance
fiction in the past year and a half. The winning library in each division
will win $500....
Romance Writers of America

20th-century literary genres

George Eberhart writes: “Works of literary criticism
have identified an extraordinary array of schools and
movements defining the content and styles of
novelists, poets, and dramatists who have flourished in
the past 100 years. Here is a short list, culled from
numerous sources, that offers examples of prominent
works and serves as a quick refresher course for
reference librarians and others who may be interested
in genres but hazy on how to define them.”...
Britannica Blog, July 8

The future of the hospital librarian

David Rothman writes: “Hospital libraries as we know them may not
exist in a decade or two. What’s changing now at an incredibly quick
pace are the tools themselves as they become increasingly digital,
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not the mission or role of the libraries. The question becomes: How
do hospital librarians set about to manage this change and continue
to be invaluable to a hospital?”...

To advertise in American
Libraries Direct, contact:
Brian Searles,
bsearles@ala.org

Health care websites

Send feedback:
aldirect@ala.org

davidrothman.net, July 4

Although you can’t singlehandedly fix the
woes of national health care that are
spotlighted in the movie Sicko, many free
websites at least put a bit more power in
your hands to manage personal wellness or a
medical crisis. Elsa Wenzel reviews a handful
of the best....
Webware, July 10

Making Cities Stronger report

Public libraries build a community’s capacity for economic activity
and resiliency, according to a recent study (PDF file) from the Urban
Institute. This report adds to the body of research pointing to a shift
in the role of public libraries—from a passive, recreational reading,
and research institution to an active economic development agent,
addressing such pressing urban issues as literacy, workforce training,
small business vitality, and community quality of life....
Urban Libraries Council

Underwear and the development of
literacy

Think the invention of the printing press led to an
upsurge in literacy rates in the later Middle Ages?
Wrong, according to some historians of
communication, who believe that paper was more
important than printing. Rags for rag paper, which was
cheaper than parchment, came from discarded clothes.
In the 13th century, as more people moved into urban centers, the
use of underwear flourished—which caused a rise in the number of
rags available for paper-making....
University of Leeds, July 9

Melvil Dewey to Ainsworth
Spofford

Larry Nix writes: “This bedraggled
postal card was mailed on October 21,
1884, by Melvil Dewey in his capacity
as ALA Secretary to Ainsworth
Spofford, who was the Librarian of
Congress and a member of the ALA Executive Board. Dewey indicates
that the Executive Board would meet in Cambridge, Massachusetts,
on October 29, 1884, and would decide on a place and time of the
next ALA conference. (It turned out to be Lake George, New York, in
1885.)”...
Library History Buff, July

History Detectives explores the
Jefferson Pledge

In the Washingtoniana Division of the District of
Columbia Public Library, photo archivist Mark
Greek discovered an 1805 document that listed
individuals who had pledged funds for the
creation of a “permanent institution for the
education of youth in the city of Washington.”
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Among those who promised funds were President Thomas Jefferson
($200) and his then Secretary of State James Madison ($50). This
season, the PBS show History Detectives is airing the story of the
discovery (PDF file)....
History Detectives; Washington Post, April 11

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/july/071107.htm[7/17/2014 1:12:17 PM]

Having trouble viewing this HTML e-mail? Click here [<%= util.viewHtmlLink %>].

The e-newsletter of the American Library Association | July 11, 2007

Contents
U.S. &amp; World News [#usworld]
ALA News [#alanews]
AL Focus [#alfocus]
Booklist Online [#booklist]
Division News [#divisionnews]
Round Table News [#roundtable]
Awards [#awards]
Seen Online [#seenonline]
Tech Talk [#techtalk]
Actions &amp; Answers [#actionsanswers]
Poll [#poll]
Calendar [#datebook]
[http://www.sirsidynix.com/Solutions/Products/integratedsystems.php]
[http://www.sirsidynix.com]

U.S. & World News
=====================================================================================
===============
Senate Committee asks EPA to reopen its libraries
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/july2007/senatetoepa.cfm]
After nearly a year of controversy over Environmental Protection Agency library closings and
consolidations, the Senate Appropriations Committee June 26 recommended that the agency restore
the network of libraries to its former capacity. The committee report
[http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/cpquery/T?&report=sr091&dbname=110&] on the FY2008 Interior
Appropriations Bill (S. 1696) directs the EPA to submit by December 31 a plan on how to use $2
million&mdash;the same amount cut from the agency&rsquo;s FY2007 budget&mdash;to accomplish the
restoration and &ldquo;maintain a robust collection of environmental data and resources in each
region.&rdquo;...
D.C. grants landmark status to Main Library
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[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/july2007/dclandmark.cfm]
The District of Columbia Historic Preservation Review Board granted landmark status June 28 to the
Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library. The move gives the 35-year-old modernist building,
designed by Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, legal protection against demolition. The library was one of
four on the endangered list [http://www.recentpast.org/types/library/] posted by the Recent Past
Preservation Network....
Small town hopes N.J. governor will save its library
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/july2007/jamesburg.cfm]
New Jersey Gov. Jon Corzine signed into law a 4% cap on property taxes earlier this year, but now
two state legislators are appealing to him to modify it to save the Jamesburg Public
Library&mdash;and possibly other small libraries in the state&mdash;from closing. State Assembly
members Linda Greenstein (D-Monroe) and Bill Baroni (R-Hamilton) asked residents at a June 27
public conference to appeal to the governor to grant a one-year exemption that would move the
library&rsquo;s budget outside of the tax cap that goes into effect next year....
Rochester Central Library accepts Web restrictions
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/july2007/rochesterweb.cfm]
One month after the Monroe County (N.Y.) Library System agreed to block all pornographic sites on
its public computers, trustees of the Rochester Public Library&mdash;which serves as the MCLS
headquarters library&mdash;voted in late June to adopt the same policy. The city&rsquo;s library
board had previously disagreed over the policy, recommended by an eight-person task force in
response to Monroe County Executive Maggie Brooks&rsquo;s threat to pull $6.6 million in operating
funds if RPL did not block all access to adult websites....
=====================================================================================
===============
[http://www.hwwilson.com]
=====================================================================================
===============

ALA News
=====================================================================================
===============
ALA urges National Security Letter reform
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/july2007/nsl07.htm]
ALA Council unanimously passed a resolution
[http://www.ala.org/ala/oif/statementspols/ifresolutions/nationalsecurityletters.htm] at Annual
Conference June 27 condemning the use of National Security Letters (NSLs) to obtain library
records and urging Congress to pursue immediate reforms of NSL procedures. The action arose out of
concerns over the misuse and abuse of NSLs detailed in the March 2007 report submitted to Congress
by the Department of Justice’s Office of the Inspector General....
Council resolution on the National Library Service [http://www.librarygrist.net/]
At Annual Conference in Washington, D.C., ALA Council passed a resolution calling on Congress to
provide the National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped with the $19.1
million it needs to preserve its Talking Books program....
Librarygrist blog, July 6
Council actions on vital government services
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[http://blogs.ala.org/districtdispatch.php?title=ala_sends_three_resolutions_to_congress_&more=1&c=1
&tb=1&pb=1]
ALA has reaffirmed its support for three vital government services to the United States Congress.
In letters sent July 11 to all Members of the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives, ALA
included Council resolutions in support of the Government Printing Office and the National Digital
Information Infrastructure and Preservation Program, in addition to the National Library Service
(above)....
District Dispatch blog, July 11
Ben Roethlisberger named Library Card spokesperson
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/july2007/2007cardsignup.htm]
Ben Roethlisberger, quarterback of the 2006 Super Bowl champion Pittsburgh Steelers, will be the
spokesperson for this year&rsquo;s Library Card Sign-up Month,
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pio/otherinit/card/librarycard.htm] which begins September 1.
Roethlisberger is featured on an ALA Graphics READ poster.
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog&_pn=product_detail&_op=2132] Promotional
tools in Spanish and English are available online to promote The Smartest Card....
Gaming, Learning, and Libraries Symposium
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/july2007/gamings07.htm]
Top gamers will meet in Chicago this month to discuss how gaming impacts our nation’s libraries.
ALA TechSource and ACRL will host the first annual Gaming, Learning, and Libraries Symposium to be
held in Chicago, July 22–24, at the Chicago Marriott O’Hare Hotel....
Yahoo! avatars can now wear READ T-shirts
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/july2007/vrtava07.htm]
Yahoo! subscribers can now dress their avatars—icons that subscribers can create to represent
themselves in virtual space—in a READ T-shirt, thanks to a partnership between ALA Graphics and
Yahoo! To dress your Yahoo! avatar in a virtual T-shirt, sign in at Yahoo! Avatars,
[http://avatars.yahoo.com] select the tab marked “extras,” and click on “issues and causes.”...
Blogging for Katrina relief
[http://thisbookisforyou.blogspot.com/2007/07/up-all-night-for-good-cause.html]
Los Angeles Public Library Reference Librarian Mary McCoy will spend 24 hours at her computer from
6 a.m., July 28, to 6 a.m. Pacific Time, July 29, blogging every half hour on her This Book Is For
You blog as part of Blogathon 2007. [http://www.blogathon.org/index.php] Her chosen charity is
ALA’s Hurricane Katrina Relief Fund. [https://secure.ga3.org/03/alakatrina] You can sponsor
[http://www.blogathon.org/login.php?action=pledging&blogid=249] her in this effort by pledging a
lump sum or an hourly amount. All donations go directly to the ALA fund, rather than the blogger
or Blogathon....
This Book Is For You blog, July 9; Blogathon 2007
COA accreditation actions [http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/july2007/coa07.htm]
At Annual Conference, the Committee on Accreditation granted initial accreditation status to the
MLIS program at Valdosta (Ga.) State University. Continued status was granted to programs at the
University of Oklahoma, San Jose (Calif.) State University, and the University of Texas at
Austin....
Libraries &#8220;Step Up to the Plate&#8221;
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/july2007/stepup.htm]
Nearly 1,000 libraries have registered for the Step Up to the Plate @ your library program,
developed by ALA and the National Baseball Hall of Fame. By registering,
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pio/campaign/sponsorship/stepuptotheplateyourlibrary/stepup2007.htm]
libraries gain access to free tools to help promote the program in their communities. Resources
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include a toolkit with programming ideas and customizable media relations materials....
Irshad Manji on CSPAN-2 [rtsp://video.c-span.org/15days/e062507_manji.rm] (Real Player format)
The complete 90-minute Annual Conference talk by Muslim dissident and feminist writer Irshad Manji
on the liberal reformation of Islam is available for viewing as a RealPlayer file....
CSPAN-2, June 25

AL Focus
=====================================================================================
===============
Julie Andrews and Emma Walton Hamilton
[http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/julie-andrews-emma-walton-hamilton]
Fresh from her rousing speech at ALA Annual Conference in Washington, D.C. (in part celebrating
American Libraries' 100th anniversary), performer and author Julie Andrews joins her daughter,
children’s author Emma Walton Hamilton, at the Martin Luther King Memorial Library to read from
their new book The Great American Mousical. Also in this 4:09 video, ALA President Leslie Burger
announces that Andrews will be the honorary chair of National Library Week in 2008....
Libraries Build Communities [http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/libraries-build-communities]
The Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library in Washington, D.C., plays host to the “Libraries
Build Communities” program during Annual Conference. We go inside the historic building (2:25) to
see this “blue wave” of volunteers hammer at shelves, tear open boxes of literature, and furiously
vacuum dirt off old children’s books....

Booklist Online
=====================================================================================
===============
Featured review: Reference
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=1915515]
Levinson, David, and Karen Christensen (editors). Global Perspectives on the United States: A
Nation by Nation Survey. Jan. 2007. 718p. Berkshire, hardcover (ISBN 978-1-933782-06-5).
Worldviews of the U.S. have changed over time, particularly since 9/11 and the war in Iraq.
Levinson and Christensen and a worldwide editorial board provide insight into the views of and
perspectives on the U.S. and its government, people, policies, and culture. Although the editors
had hoped to determine these perspectives based on key historical events such as the American
Revolution, World Wars I and II, and the founding of the UN, they discovered that most nations
form opinions of the U.S. by answering two questions&mdash;What has the U.S. done for or to us
lately? and What may the U.S. do for or to us in the future? To answer these questions, more than
100 experts analyzed public statements, editorials and articles in the media, books,
organizational reports, and their own observations and experiences to compile each nation&rsquo;s
article....
@ Visit Booklist Online [http://www.booklistonline.com/] for other reviews and much more....
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Division News
=====================================================================================
===============
Teen Tech Week theme and wiki [http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/july2007/trww07.htm]
YALSA kicked off Teen Tech Week for 2008 by launching a Teen Tech Week Wiki.
[http://wikis.ala.org/yalsa/index.php/Teen_Tech_Week] The theme will be Tune In @ your library.
Teen Tech Week will be celebrated March 2–8, 2008; registration will begin September 1, 2007....
YALSA memories: Future, present, and past
[http://blogs.ala.org/yalsa.php?title=yalsa_annual_07_podcast_11_memories_futu&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1]
At YALSA’s 50th Anniversary party in Washington, D.C., Erin Downey Howerton talked with librarians
from several different generations and recorded this 21:30 podcast. Past presidents of YALSA talk
about publishing and YALSA history, new librarians discuss why they are looking forward to being
involved in YALSA, Spectrum Scholars discuss why they chose YALSA, and Emerging Leaders provide
their take on Annual Conference and ALA. YALSA also podcasted other conference events
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/july2007/ypac07.htm]....
YALSA blog, July 8

Round Table News
=====================================================================================
===============
ALA statements on the War on Terror [http://libraryjuicepress.com/blog/?p=276]
Elaine Harger, outgoing coordinator of the ALA Social Responsibilities Round Table, compiled a
list of resolutions by ALA Council on the War on Terror for distribution to congressional offices
during Library Day on the Hill at Annual Conference in Washington, D.C. The list is also in PDF
form [http://libraryjuicepress.com/docs/ALA_statements_war.pdf]....
Library Juice, June 29

Awards
=====================================================================================
===============
New YALSA award for a first-time YA author
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/july2007/yaaa07.htm]
YALSA’s new William C. Morris YA Debut Award will celebrate the achievement of a previously
unpublished author or authors who have made a strong literary debut in writing for young adult
readers. The first award will be given in January 2009 at the Midwinter Meeting Youth Media
Awards....
Excellence in Library Service to Young Adults
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/july2007/elsa07.htm]
YALSA recognized 25 exemplary teen programs and services from across the United States in the
fifth round of its Excellence in Library Service to Young Adults project. The top five programs
are at the Hennepin County (Minn.) Library, Austin (Tex.) Public Library, Cleveland Public
Library, Alameda County (Calif.) Library, and Albany (N.Y.) Public Library’s New Scotland
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branch....
Bound to Stay Bound Books and Melcher Scholarships
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/july2007/alscmsw07.htm]
ALSC has announced the 2007 recipients of the Frederic G. Melcher and Bound to Stay Bound Books
Scholarships. The scholarships are awarded annually to students who plan to enter ALA-accredited
programs, obtain a master’s degree in library science and specialize in library service to
children....

Seen Online
=====================================================================================
===============
shifts its librarian stereotypes [http://www.nytimes.com/2007/07/08/fashion/08librarian.html]
NYT Fashion and Style writer Kara Jesella writes: “Librarians? Aren&rsquo;t they supposed to be
bespectacled women with a love of classic books and a perpetual annoyance with talkative
patrons&mdash;the ultimate humorless shushers? Not any more. A new type of librarian is
emerging&mdash;the kind that, according to the website Librarian Avengers,
[http://librarianavengers.org/2007/07/08/hello-nytimes-readers-radical-librarians-welcome-you/] is
‘looking to put the &lsquo;hep cat&rsquo; in cataloguing.’&rdquo; For some reactions to the
article, read Meredith Farkas,
[http://meredith.wolfwater.com/wordpress/index.php/2007/07/08/breaking-news-librarians-can-be-hip/]
Karen Schneider, [http://freerangelibrarian.com/2007/07/08/to-be-cool-is-to-be-young-and-male/]
Melissa Rabey, [http://www.popgoesthelibrary.com/2007/07/free-yourself-from-stereotypes.html] Rory
Litwin, [http://libraryjuicepress.com/blog/?p=283] and Mary Carmen Chimato.
[http://circandserve.wordpress.com/2007/07/08/memo-to-hipper-crowd-of-shushers-you-want-respect-do-s
omething-to-earn-it/]...
New York Times, July 8
Librarians: We&#8217;re not what you think [http://www.tk421.net/essays/nwyt.html]
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Web Services Coordinator John Hubbard writes: “From the spinster
librarian in It’s a Wonderful Life to the crotchety archivist in Attack of the Clones, librarians
are often portrayed as something less than noble or admirable. The perception of librarians has
been a popular topic recently.” Hubbard illustrates many pop-cultural librarian images in his web
gallery [http://www.tk421.net/photos/v/librarians/] and a PDF file
[http://www.tk421.net/essays/nwyt.pdf]....
TK421
Senator seeks to increase FCC&#8217;s profanity power
[http://www.broadcastingcable.com/article/CA6458900.html]
Senator and presidential candidate Sam Brownback (R-Kans.)—who helped get the FCC’s indecency
fines increased tenfold in 2006—said he will offer two amendments to a general government
appropriations bill July 12, one that would “continue support for the FCC to fine broadcasters who
air indecent, profane, or obscene content,” and another that would “fine broadcasters for airing
excessively violent content during the hours when children are most likely to be in the
audience.”...
Broadcasting & Cable, July 10
Nixon Library now under federal control
[http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/07/11/AR2007071100949.html]
The privately operated Richard M. Nixon Library and Birthplace in Yorba Linda, California, is now
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under federal control and researchers can pore over documents and tapes
[http://www.nixonfoundation.org/index.php?src=gendocs&link=Archives&category=Home] detailing “the
good, the bad, and the ugly.” After a simple opening ceremony July 11, library officials and
docents shared champagne and cake before moving to the research room to view 78,000 newly released
Nixon papers and 11.5 hours of audiotape....
Associated Press, July 11
Mayor criticizes city&#8217;s approval of gay library move
[http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/local/broward/sfl-flbgaybooks0711nbjul11,0,6811471.story]
Fort Lauderdale Mayor Jim Naugle took a swipe at gays July 10, attacking a request that the
Stonewall gay and lesbian book archive be housed on city property. The tiff over the adult book
collection brought to City Hall a war that started last week between Naugle and gays in the city.
Commissioners voted 3–2 to approve the county-run Stonewall Library and Archives request to move
the collection to the city-owned ArtSpace library at Holiday Park....
Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) Sun-Sentinel, July 11
Bazoongas banned in Saskatchewan
[http://www.canada.com/saskatoonstarphoenix/news/third_page/story.html?id=dfda003b-872f-4aa8-9ec9-00
2e402b2715]
References to bullying, breasts, and the word “bazoongas” have made a children’s book nominated
for a Saskatchewan award too hot to handle for a school in the southwestern part of the province.
The librarian at Elizabeth School in Kindersley objected to a scene in Nikki Tate
[http://nikkitate.blogspot.com/2007/06/censor-is-alive-and-well-in.html]’s Trouble on Tarragon
Island where the young heroine is teased about her activist grandmother posing seminude in a
calendar, with taunts about her grandmother’s saggy breasts, or “bazoongas.”...
Saskatoon (Sask.) Star Phoenix, July 5; Nikki Tate’s blog, June 27
10 things to know about J. K. Rowling
[http://www.ctv.ca/servlet/ArticleNews/story/CTVNews/20070710/harry_potter_trivia_070709/20070710?hu
b=Entertainment]
Harry Potter and his wizardly world have become a pop-culture phenomenon, but there may still be a
few tidbits you don’t know about the author, J. K. Rowling, and her record-breaking series. For
example, Harry Potter got his namesake from Rowling’s cheeky childhood neighbor....
CTV Television Network, July 10
Pennsylvania libraries in budget crisis [http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/07182/797931-44.stm]
Amid the last-minute, early-summer frenzy that almost always marks the state budget process, this
much was certain: Officials at public libraries didn’t see any reason to expect much change in the
way of help from Harrisburg. Even with a marginal increase in the $75.5 million the state doles
out for libraries, the commonwealth is among the bottom third of states in aggregate per capita
spending on libraries. The reason isn’t so much the state, however, as it is the localities....
Pittsburgh (Pa.) Post-Gazette, July 1
Extensive flooding in Aliquippa
[http://www.timesonline.com/site/index.cfm?newsid=18556429&BRD=2305&PAG=461&dept_id=478569&rfi=8]
After a cloudburst sent 4 inches of rain through the streets of Aliquippa, Pennsylvania, July 5,
the resulting flood destroyed [http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/s_516134.html] about
10,000 books—one-tenth of the town’s historic B. F. Jones Memorial Library’s collection—and
damaged the children’s room in the basement, which was renovated last year at a cost of
$750,000....
Beaver County (Pa.) Times, July 5; Pittsburgh (Pa.) Tribune-Review, July 7
=====================================================================================
===============
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/july/071107.txt[7/17/2014 1:12:18 PM]

[http://www.maintainitproject.org/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=banner&utm_content=AL%2BDirect]
=====================================================================================
===============
Tech Talk
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Online social networks and information professionals
[http://www.infotoday.com/searcher/jul07/Reid_Grey.shtml]
This article by Mike Reid and Christian Gray is the first in a series of three to explore the
history and dramatic growth of online social networks and the implications of that growth for
information professionals. In Part 1, they set the stage for the series by explaining the
phenomenon and its historical underpinnings. They also define terms and provide a nifty
timeline....
Searcher 15, no. 7 (July/August)
Google, Yahoo both working on new social networks
[http://www.techcrunch.com/2007/07/08/google-yahoo-both-working-on-next-generation-social-networks/]
Google is sponsoring a project at Carnegie Mellon University&rsquo;s Human-Computer Interaction
Institute to &ldquo;rethink and reinvent online social networking.&rdquo; The project is called
Socialstream. [http://www.hcii.cs.cmu.edu/M-HCI/2006/SocialstreamProject/index.php] Meanwhile,
Yahoo’s Mosh is being called a &ldquo;new cool social network product.&rdquo;...
TechCrunch blog, July 8–9
Google Easter eggs
[http://philbradley.typepad.com/phil_bradleys_weblog/2007/07/google-easter-e.html]
Phil Bradley points out that if you type certain character combinations in the Google search box
and hit “I’m Feeling Lucky,” you will get some surprise results. Try it with google gothic, google
loco, and xx piglatin. You can also watch a 3:55 video
[http://www.break.com/index/google-easter-eggs.html] about it if you don’t want to type them in
yourself....
Phil Bradley’s weblog, July 9
Online gaming community reaches 217 million [http://www.comscore.com/press/release.asp?press=1521]
A global study of online gaming shows that the number of unique visitors to these sites has
reached almost 217 million worldwide—a year-on-year growth of 17%. The comScore World Metrix study
took into account all sites that provide online or downloadable games, excluding gambling sites.
Yahoo! Games was the largest property, attracting 53 million unique visitors, with MSN Games
following in second place....
comScore, July 10
Even more meta [http://blogs.ala.org/pace.php?title=metarepository&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1]
Andrew Pace writes: “Every time I look, metasearch is still with us. Part of me keeps hoping it
will go away, but nope, it’s still there. And thank goodness that there are enough people and
companies out there still trying to make it better. Index Data announced July 9 that it has
created IRSpy [http://www.indexdata.com/irspy/], a registry of information retrieval targets that
support Z39.50 and SRW/SRU.”...
Hectic Pace, July 11
10 ways to irritate your IT department [http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,1895,2156084,00.asp]
Believe it or not, bandwidth and storage are finite resources for even the largest institutions.
Your information technology department is another finite resource, which is why your IT guys hate
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spending hours cleaning all the crap off your machine that you’ve picked up through reckless web
surfing. These 10 activities tax your office’s network and IT staff to their respective breaking
points....
PC Magazine, July 10
Next up: Booby-trapped web pages
[http://news.com.com/Dont+be+so+quick+to+click+that+Web+page/2008-7349_3-6195652.html?tag=nefd.pop]
Raimund Genes, Trend Micro’s chief technology officer, warns that sometime next year more
cyberattacks will begin originating from the Web than they do from email. He says: “If webmasters
are careless, then you have a perfect infection scene. You have a silent killer and you don’t have
the email evidence to trace it back to the initial infection scene.”...
C|net news.com, July 10
Will an iPhone blend? [http://www.willitblend.com/]
Tom Dickson, founder of the Blendtec line of Total Blenders, demonstrates the blendability of
Apple’s new iPhone in this recent video in his popular Will It Blend? series. According to
Wikipedia, the phrase “Will it blend?” has become an internet meme on such sites as Digg....
Blendtec
Actions & Answers
=====================================================================================
===============
The inefficiencies of freedom [http://www.ft.com/cms/s/25cf260c-265c-11dc-8e18-000b5df10621.html]
Duke Law Professor James Boyle writes: “Sometimes, freedom can just come to seem inefficient.
Old-fashioned. Something that can be subcontracted away. That is the time to worry. Or so it
seemed to me when I read about a new blanket license that the Copyright Clearance Center
[http://www.copyright.com/ccc/viewPage.do?pageCode=au143] is offering American academic
institutions. If, under fair use, no permission is required, why is such a center even necessary?
The answer is that there is profound disagreement about the extent of educational fair use.”...
Financial Times, July 1; Copyright Clearance Center, June 22
Meet the Disposable Librarian
[http://blogs.ala.org/aasl.php?title=the_disposable_librarian&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1]
Blogtator writes: “It is that time of the year again: Librarians are retiring or moving on to
another job and not being replaced. In some cases, school district administrators are making
difficult and dreaded decisions to cut valued professional school library positions. However, in
too many cases, the outgoing librarian has made the decision easy. We all know these librarians:
the people who will not be missed or replaced when they retire or move on to another job. They are
the Disposable Librarians.”...
AASL blog, July 8
Q&amp;A video: James Billington [http://www.q-and-a.org/Program/?ProgramID=1134]
The 13th Librarian of Congress discusses his 20 years on the job and LC’s future. The interview
took place in the Coolidge Auditorium at the Library’s Thomas Jefferson Building as part of the
ALA Annual Conference....
C-Span Q&A, July 1
Update on LC cataloging services
[http://www.catalogingfutures.com/catalogingfutures/2007/06/tom-yees-presen.html]
Tom Yee, assistant chief of the Library of Congress Cataloging Policy and Support Office,
summarized some changes taking place in his department: In a move toward economy, commonly used
subject strings will be added to the LC authority file; LC is looking at the application and
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structure of the LC Subject Headings, especially considering pre-coordination vs.
post-coordination. Also, as catalogers retire they are not being replaced, so technicians are
doing bibliographic description and the professional catalogers are concentrating on
classification and subject analysis....
Cataloging Futures blog, June 29
New edition of Sears Subject Headings [http://www.hwwilson.com/print/searslst_19th.cfm]
H. W. Wilson announced its release of the 19th edition of the Sears List of Subject Headings, with
400 new headings on Islam, new literary genres, science and technology, entertainment, and
politics. The Sears list, first published in 1923, has traditionally served small- to mid-sized
libraries. All the classification numbers assigned to the Sears headings in this edition have been
revised to conform to the 14th abridged edition of the Dewey Decimal Classification....
H. W. Wilson, July 9
Roads to Reading book donations [http://pwirtr.org/biannual.html]
The Pathways Within Roads to Reading Initiative’s Biannual Book Donation Program provides books to
literacy programs in small and rural low-income communities twice each year. The initiative
donates books to school, after-school, summer, community, day-care, and library reading and
literacy programs. The applicant program must have a tutoring component or a strong focus on
remedial reading in a structured environment....
Pathways Within Roads to Reading Initiative
Kids in Croatia [http://www.ifla.org/VII/s10/pubs/s10-newsletter-June07.pdf] (PDF file)
In March, the Libraries for Children and Young Adults Commitee of the Croatian Library Association
and the Medvescak Public Library in Zagreb organized a professional conference titled
&ldquo;Parents with Babies and Toddlers—Welcome to the Library!&rdquo; The conference aimed to
give children’s librarians additional information on services that have not been adequately
established in the country....
IFLA Libraries for Children and Young Adults Section Newsletter, no. 66 (June): 4–5
Does your library love romance?
[http://www.rwanational.org/cs/booksellers_and_librarians/for_librarians]
Romance Writers of America has launched a “Libraries Love Romance” contest to reward libraries
that have made a significant effort to develop programming or displays highlighting romance
fiction in the past year and a half. The winning library in each division will win $500....
Romance Writers of America
20th-century literary genres
[http://blogs.britannica.com/blog/main/2007/07/20th-century-literary-genres-in-a-nutshell-part-1/]
George Eberhart writes: “Works of literary criticism have identified an extraordinary array of
schools and movements defining the content and styles of novelists, poets, and dramatists who have
flourished in the past 100 years. Here is a short list, culled from numerous sources, that offers
examples of prominent works and serves as a quick refresher course for reference librarians and
others who may be interested in genres but hazy on how to define them.”...
Britannica Blog, July 8
The future of the hospital librarian
[http://davidrothman.net/2007/07/04/the-future-of-the-hospital-librarian/]
David Rothman writes: “Hospital libraries as we know them may not exist in a decade or two.
What&rsquo;s changing now at an incredibly quick pace are the tools themselves as they become
increasingly digital, not the mission or role of the libraries. The question becomes: How do
hospital librarians set about to manage this change and continue to be invaluable to a
hospital?”...
davidrothman.net, July 4
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Health care websites [http://www.webware.com/8301-1_109-9734372-2.html?tag=blog]
Although you can’t singlehandedly fix the woes of national health care that are spotlighted in the
movie Sicko, many free websites at least put a bit more power in your hands to manage personal
wellness or a medical crisis. Elsa Wenzel reviews a handful of the best....
Webware, July 10
Making Cities Stronger report [http://www.urbanlibraries.org/publications/details.html]
Public libraries build a community’s capacity for economic activity and resiliency, according to a
recent study (PDF file [http://www.urbanlibraries.org/files/making_cities_stronger.pdf]) from the
Urban Institute. This report adds to the body of research pointing to a shift in the role of
public libraries—from a passive, recreational reading, and research institution to an active
economic development agent, addressing such pressing urban issues as literacy, workforce training,
small business vitality, and community quality of life....
Urban Libraries Council
Underwear and the development of literacy
[http://reporter.leeds.ac.uk/press_releases/current/imc_2007_clothing.htm]
Think the invention of the printing press led to an upsurge in literacy rates in the later Middle
Ages? Wrong, according to some historians of communication, who believe that paper was more
important than printing. Rags for rag paper, which was cheaper than parchment, came from discarded
clothes. In the 13th century, as more people moved into urban centers, the use of underwear
flourished—which caused a rise in the number of rags available for paper-making....
University of Leeds, July 9
Melvil Dewey to Ainsworth Spofford
[http://www.libraryhistorybuff.org/postalcards-dewey2spofford.htm]
Larry Nix writes: “This bedraggled postal card was mailed on October 21, 1884, by Melvil Dewey in
his capacity as ALA Secretary to Ainsworth Spofford, who was the Librarian of Congress and a
member of the ALA Executive Board. Dewey indicates that the Executive Board would meet in
Cambridge, Massachusetts, on October 29, 1884, and would decide on a place and time of the next
ALA conference. (It turned out to be Lake George, New York, in 1885.)”...
Library History Buff, July
explores the Jefferson Pledge
[http://www.pbs.org/opb/historydetectives/investigations/503_jeffersonpledge.html]
In the Washingtoniana Division of the District of Columbia Public Library, photo archivist Mark
Greek discovered
[http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/04/10/AR2007041001525_pf.html] an 1805
document that listed individuals who had pledged funds for the creation of a &ldquo;permanent
institution for the education of youth in the city of Washington.&rdquo; Among those who promised
funds were President Thomas Jefferson ($200) and his then Secretary of State James Madison ($50).
This season, the PBS show History Detectives is airing the story of the discovery (PDF file
[http://www.pbs.org/opb/historydetectives/pdf/503_jefferson.pdf])....
History Detectives; Washington Post, April 11

Ask the ALA Librarian
=====================================================================================
===============
Q. Our summer reading program is bringing kids to library in droves! Are there any awards for a
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successful summer reading program?
A. Not specifically. However, libraries do enter their successful summer reading program public
relations efforts in the John Cotton Dana Library Public Relations Contest,
[http://www.hwwilson.com/jcdawards/nw_jcd.htm] cosponsored by LAMA and the H. W. Wilson Company.
Now over 50 years old, these awards recognize the best
[http://www.hwwilson.com/jcdawards/jcdwin2007.htm] in library public relations. As indicated in
the information on the contest, recognition is given to well-planned public relations programs,
with a needs assessment for the communications plan, strategic analysis guiding the
implementation, and demonstrable results. Winning entries may be borrowed
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alalibrary/johncottondanainterlibraryloanprocedures/jcdinterlibraryloan.htm]
from the ALA Library. See the ALA Professional Tips wiki
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Summer_Reading_Promotions] for further assistance.
The ALA Librarian [mailto:AskTheLibrarian@ala.org] welcomes your questions.

Calendar
=====================================================================================
===============
Chapter
conferences
Sep. 9&ndash;11:
Arkansas Library Association, [http://www.arlib.org/calendar/index.php?guiaction=view&event=32]
Annual Conference, Embassy Suites, Hot Springs.
Sep. 12&ndash;15:
Wyoming Library Association, [http://www.wyla.org/] Annual Conference, Little America Hotel,
Cheyenne.
Sep. 19&ndash;22:
[http://www.kylibasn.org/conferences620.cfm]Kentucky Library Association and Kentucky School Media
Association, [http://www.kylibasn.org/conferences620.cfm] Joint Conference, Marriott Louisville
Downtown. &ldquo;Building and Strengthening Communities: Advocating Our Future.&rdquo;
Sep. 26&ndash;28:
[http://www.ndla.info/Conference/07conf.htm]North Dakota Library Association,
[http://www.ndla.info/Conference/07conf.htm] Annual Conference, Jamestown Civic Center.
Oct. 1&ndash;3:
[http://www.wvla.org/conference/]West Virginia Library Association,
[http://www.wvla.org/conference/] Annual Conference, Lakeview Golf Resort and Spa, Morgantown.
&ldquo;Strength Through Change.&rdquo;
Oct. 3&ndash;5:
[http://molib.org/Conference.html]Missouri Library Association, [http://molib.org/Conference.html]
Annual Conference, University Plaza Hotel and Convention Center, Springfield.
Oct. 3&ndash;6:
[http://www.idaholibraries.org/conferences]Idaho Library Association,
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[http://www.idaholibraries.org/conferences] Annual Conference, Nampa Civic Center.
Oct. 4&ndash;6:
Nevada Library Association, [http://www.nevadalibraries.org/conference07/index.html] Annual
Conference, Carson City. &ldquo;The Lighter Side of Libraries.&rdquo;
Oct. 9&ndash;12:
Illinois Library Association, [http://www.ila.org/events/index.htm] Annual Conference, Springfield.
Oct. 10&ndash;12:
[http://www.olc.org/conventionandexpo.asp]Ohio Library Council,
[http://www.olc.org/conventionandexpo.asp] Convention and Expo, Hyatt Regency, Columbus.
Oct. 10&ndash;12:
Iowa Library Association, [http://www.iowalibraryassociation.org/displayconvention.cfm] Annual
Conference, Coralville. &ldquo;Iowa Libraries: Cultivating the Future.&rdquo;
Oct. 14&ndash;17: Pennsylvania Library Association,
[http://www.palibraries.org/events-conf/ann-conf.asp] Annual Conference, Penn Stater Conference
Center Hotel, State College. &ldquo;Pennsylvania Libraries: Soaring to New Heights.&rdquo;
@ More [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/datebook/datebook.cfm]...
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U.S. & World News
Nixon Library comes under
control of National Archives

The Richard Nixon Presidential Library
and Birthplace in Yorba Linda, California,
became part of the National Archives and
Records Administration July 11, following
decades of conflicts between Nixon’s
family and the government over the
papers of the 37th president. Now 42 million pages of papers and
nearly 4,000 hours of tapes will be moved to the California facility,
once a planned 15,000-square-foot addition—still awaiting funding
from Congress—is constructed....

Fort Lauderdale OKs gay library
despite mayor’s discomfort

The Fort Lauderdale, Florida, city
commission voted July 10 to permit the
gay-oriented Stonewall Library to relocate
on city property, despite comments by
Mayor Jim Naugle that he was
“uncomfortable and shocked” about library
material he had seen. Even though library officials explained that
visitors must be 18 or older to enter the private library, at the
commission meeting Naugle said the library’s holdings—billed as one
of the nation’s largest collections of gay and lesbian literature—may
include “hard-core” pornographic material....

New Jersey bill would let towns reduce library
funding

A bill proposed in the New Jersey Assembly would allow
municipalities to reduce the amount of money they are required to
give their libraries. The state currently requires municipalities to fund
libraries at one-third of a mill of the assessed value of the towns’
properties, which amounts to about $33 on a home assessed at
$100,000. The proposal would let library boards reduce that amount
if the state formula exceeds the library’s operating budget....

No fire for Brimstone
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Celebrate Banned
Books Week in
October using a pirate
theme with this poster
featuring young adult
books. NEW! from
ALA Graphics.
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The Independence (Mo.) Board of Education opted July
10 to keep The Brimstone Journals by Ron Koertge on
the shelves without restriction at the William Chrisman
High School library over a parent’s challenge. The 2001
young adult novel describes events leading up to a
student-planned attack on a high school through a series
of the characters’ journal entries....

Philadelphia archives thief sentenced to 15 months
A U.S. District Court judge sentenced a former National Archives and
Records Administration intern to 15 months in prison July 12 for
stealing 164 historical documents from NARA’s Philadelphia facility
and selling half of them on eBay. Denning McTague, who worked as
an unpaid intern in the summer of 2006 while obtaining a master’s
degree in library science at the State University of New York at
Albany, had pleaded guilty to the charge in April....

ALA News
Internet education examples needed

On July 20, ALA will be participating in an educational event for
members of Congress on the topic of internet safety. Its purpose is
to inform Congress on the internet safety education taking place in
community organizations like libraries. If your library has an active
internet safety program and a web page about that effort, please
send the link to Andy Bridges....

ASCLA and RUSA
members and ALA
members affiliated with
the Office for Literacy
and Outreach Services
have volunteered to
share their expertise—
by consulting by phone,
mail, or email—on
topics of outreach,
literacy, serving
underserved
populations, or
reference services. You
can search the
Directory of Peer
Consultants and
Speakers by topic,
name, or state. You
may also add your
name to the directory if
you would like to offer
any of these services.

In this issue
June/July 2007

District Dispatch blog, July 17

Be an Emerging Leader

The ALA Emerging Leaders program enables
new librarians to get on the fast track to ALA
and professional leadership. You can become a candidate for the
2008 Emerging Leaders program by filling out the form by August
15....

AL Focus
Five days in 3.5 minutes:
Annual Conference wrap-up

Whether you missed the 2007 ALA
Annual Conference in Washington, D.C.,
or just want to relive it, here’s your
chance to check out exhibits, events,
movie premieres, book cart drill teams,
anniversary celebrations, and more—as
well as catch such luminaries as Julie
Andrews, Ken Burns, Judy Blume, Robert F. Kennedy Jr., Irshad
Manji, Garrison Keillor, and maybe even you, in this 3:30 video....
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Library Day on the Hill

ALA played host June 26 to Library Day
on the Hill, a chance for librarians to
take their concerns directly to their
congressional representatives. This 4:55
video covers the introduction of the
SKILLs Act, the Cleveland Public
Library’s “People’s University on
Wheels,” and the Gold Room exhibits,
featuring interviews with librarians, vendors, and legislators posing
for READ posters....

Susan Patron interview

Susan Patron’s book The Higher Power
of Lucky became known for two things
in the past year: winning the 2007 ALA
Newbery Medal, and becoming the
center of an uproar when some school
librarians removed the book because it
contained the word “scrotum.” In this
interview, AL’s Beverly Goldberg speaks
with Patron about that controversial word, connecting with young
readers, and what she’s working on next....

The Greg Show #1

Greg Landgraf, American Libraries
editorial assistant and first-time
conference attendee, offers up a quirky
first-person take on the good, the bad,
and the absurd highlights from the
2007 ALA Annual Conference in
Washington, D.C. In this episode: fancy
toilet paper, a missing tour, and
escalator escapades....

Featured review: Adult books

Morgan, Robert. Boone: A Biography. Oct.
2007. 576p. Algonquin, hardcover (978-156512-455-4).
It is, of course, difficult for a biographer to
glean the reality from the legends of an
iconic figure, particularly if that figure was
already surrounded by myth and legend in
his own lifetime, as was Daniel Boone. Still,
poet and novelist Morgan has made a
valiant effort in this absorbing and stirring
chronicle of the great frontiersman. He
strips away some of the most blatant falsehoods about his
subject’s life. Boone did not “discover” Kentucky or the
Cumberland Gap, and he was neither an “Indian-lover” nor a
particularly eager Indian fighter....

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
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Career Leads
from

Curator of Poetry,
George Edward
Woodberry Poetry
Room, Harvard
University,
Cambridge,
Massachusetts. The
Curator has primary
responsibility for
acquisition,
preservation, access,
and use of a major
collection of
contemporary poetry
and poetics from the
entire Englishspeaking world, as
well as poetic works
in other languages
translated into
English....

@ More jobs...

Emily Rimland takes a
closer look at
“Ranganathan’s
Relevant Rules” in the
latest issue of Reference
and User Services
Quarterly.

Apply for the Batting for
Literacy @ your library
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Division News
Peep and the Big Wide World kit

WGBH in Boston is offering ALSC members a
free Peep and the Big Wide World event kit
with resources for organizing three different
hands-on science events for preschoolers. The
kit is available as part of the educational
outreach linked to the WGBH-produced, Emmy
Award-winning series, Peep and the Big Wide
World. To obtain a kit, contact Gay Mohrbacher by September 30....

YALSA offers post-Potter resources for teens

As Harry Potter’s saga ends with the release of Harry Potter and the
Deathly Hallows on July 21, YALSA can help parents, librarians, and
educators keep the attention of teens hooked on Harry with readalikes and resources for planning teen-focused programs. One
starting point is the division’s 2008 Popular Paperbacks for Young
Adults nominations list....

PLA Results Boot Camp 3

Based on PLA’s popular Results book series,
Results Boot Camp is a week-long, intensive
management training course that focuses on
current library issues and concerns, using case
studies describing real library situations.
Registration is competitive, and applications will
be accepted until October 1. Results Boot Camp 3 will take place in
Salt Lake City, Utah, October 29–November 2....

Awards
Pritzker Military Library Award

James M. McPherson has been selected to receive the
first Pritzker Military Library Award for Lifetime
Achievement in Military Writing. The $100,000
honorarium, sponsored by the Tawani Foundation, will
be presented at the library’s black-tie Liberty Gala on
October 6 at Chicago’s Drake Hotel. McPherson has
published numerous volumes on the Civil War,
including Lincoln and the Second American Revolution
and Drawn with the Sword....
Pritzker Military Library, July 16

Award by September 1
and win a trip for two to
Cooperstown, New York,
to attend the Baseball
Hall of Fame Game in
May 2008.

Poll
Results of the
July 11 poll:
A New York Times
fashion writer
suggested in a July 8
article that young
people are entering
the library profession
because it is trendy,
hip, and progressive.
Do you agree?
42%
Yes

38%
No

21%

Not sure

Have you heard the
term “guybrarian”
before?
28%
Yes

71%
No

1%

Not sure

(192 responses)
This is an unscientific poll
that reflects the opinions of
only those AL Direct readers
who have chosen to
participate.

Asian/Pacific American Awards for
Literature

The Asian/Pacific American Librarians Association has
announced the winners of its 2007 literature awards
competition that honors books promoting the culture
and heritage of Asian/Pacific Americans. The winner in
the adult fiction category is Da Chen’s Brothers
(Shaye Areheart Books, 2006), set in post-Mao
China....
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Public
Perception
How the World
Sees Us
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Asian/Pacific American Librarians Association, June 24

Excellence in plant literature

Defiant Gardens: Making Gardens in Wartime (Trinity
University Press, 2006), by Kenneth Helphand, and A
Tropical Garden Flora: Plants Cultivated in the
Hawaiian Islands and Other Tropical Places (Bishop
Museum Press, 2005), by George W. Staples and
Derral R. Herbst, have won 2007 Annual Literature
Awards from the Council on Botanical and
Horticultural Libraries. The awards honor both the
author and the publisher of works that made a
significant contribution to the literature of botany and horticulture....
Council on Botanical and Horticultural Libraries, June 18

Queens branch receives design
award

The New York City Arts Commission presented
an award July 17 to the Glen Oaks branch of the
Queens Borough Public Library and its architects
Scott Marble and Karen Fairbanks. The
Commission gives the awards annually to public projects for
excellence in design....
New York Times, July 17

Seen Online
Palm Beach rejects call to remove books
from high school

The Palm Beach County (Fla.) School Board refused to
pull 80 books referencing homosexuality, atheism, and
abortion from the library shelves of two high schools.
But Laura Lopez said she will start a church-to-church
petition and reach out to a Christian law center to
represent her. Among the objectionable books were:
Medical Ethics: Moral and Legal Conflicts in Health Care, Coping
When a Parent is Gay, and John Irving’s The Cider House Rules....

“This was why the
parking lot was full.
People weren’t
there to read books
—they were there to
surf the internet. I
felt like Charlton
Heston at the end of
Planet of the Apes,
finding out a
hideous,
unthinkable truth. I
wanted to shout at
the top of my lungs,
‘You fools! The
books are over here
—throw down your
mouse and
keyboard and join
me in an orgy of
page-turning
bliss!’”
—Andrew J. Schwartzberg,
on discovering that more
people came to the Chandler
(Ariz.) Public Library to use
the computers than to find
books, in the Phoenix
Arizona Republic, July 4.

From the
CentenniAL
Blog

Palm Beach (Fla.) Post, July 12

Maricopa branch drops call numbers

Maricopa County Library District’s Perry branch in Gilbert, Arizona,
has dropped its Dewey Decimal numbers and opted for a shelf
arrangement by general subject classification. Library Director Harry
Courtright came up with the idea of a Dewey-less library. The plan
took root two years ago after annual surveys of the district’s
constituency found that most people came to browse, without a
specific title in mind....
New York Times, July 14

Loudoun County receives $2.45 million for
renovation

The Rust Library in Leesburg, Virginia, a branch of the Loudoun
County system, was one of the beneficiaries in an endowment
bequest July 6 from the estate of Valeria Harris Symington, who died
in 2003. The library will put its $2.45 million toward a 15,000square-foot addition that will include a new children’s section, larger
meeting and conference areas, and a teen space....
Loudoun (Va.) Times-Mirror, July 10
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The Great
Intergenerational
Bicker-Off. Greg
Landgraf writes: “AL
dug up a bit of
controversy on the
generational issues
front in May 2004,
with a cover story
titled ‘What Will Gen
Next Need to Lead?’
(pp. 32–35). In it,
authors Arthur Young,

AL Direct, July 18, 2007

Salinas libraries extend hours

The three public library branches in
Salinas, California, are now open a total of
117 hours each week, thanks to a
bolstered schedule that took effect July 17.
Due to budget problems, the City Council
had voted in September 2004 to close the libraries. But a fundraising
campaign called Rally Salinas! raised $800,000 and kept the libraries
open on a limited schedule....
Salinas Californian, July 18

Net radio wins partial reprieve as royalties loom

SoundExchange, a group responsible for collecting music broadcasting
royalties, confirmed on July 13 that it has proposed new terms for
internet radio that could lower fees for some webcasters. While
limited in scope, the proposal offers a partial reprieve for smaller
sites facing the axe July 15 when a payment scheme approved by
the Copyright Royalty Board took effect. Webcasters have said the
fees would effectively force many services that personalize individual
channels for listeners to close shop....
Wired, July 13

Australian consumer watchdog takes Google to
court

Google, the world’s biggest search engine, is being taken to court by
the Australian government’s competition watchdog, alleging
misleading and deceptive conduct. The Australian Competition and
Consumer Commission alleges that Trading Post Australia, Google
Ireland, Google Australia, and Google Inc. were misleading in the
search engine’s “sponsored links” section....
News Limited, July 12

Kentucky libraries falling short on space

Peter Hernon, and
Ronald Powell related
results of their ‘fiveyear study of what
today’s library
directors see as
desirable leadership
attributes for their
successors.’ Several
letters took the
authors, and the
magazine, to task for
a variety of pretty
well-founded reasons:
The fact that none of
the authors belonged
to Generation X, that
the survey hadn’t
asked opinions of any
Gen-Xers, that its title
was intentionally
condescending, that
the desirable attributes
were desirable for
leaders regardless of
age, and that the
whole concept of
leadership needed to
be rethought anyhow
(Aug. 2004, p. 35–
36.)”...
See the CentenniAL
Blog for more....

Even as communities spend millions of dollars on additions or new
buildings, library officials and other experts say the state is falling
short on library space. While 37 of Kentucky’s 120 library systems
have added facilities in the past five years, the state still needs
500,000 more square feet to reach minimum standards set by the
Kentucky Library Association....
Louisville (Ky.) Courier-Journal, July 12

Nader leads rally for D.C.’s West
End branch

About 75 people led by Ralph Nader’s D.C.
Library Renaissance Project rallied outside the
West End branch of the District of Columbia
Public Library July 14, upset by a recent D.C.
Council decision about the future of the popular branch that they
said caught them by surprise. On July 10, the council had passed
emergency legislation enabling a private firm to replace the library
and a fire station in a project that also would include residential and
possibly retail space....
Washington Post, July 15

Palo Alto libraries in poor condition

Palo Alto, California, libraries are cramped and in poor condition,
according to a report released July 5 by the city auditor’s office. City
Auditor Sharon Erickson said the library system could be more
efficient by increasing security to prevent thefts, reconfiguring
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Plan for next year’s
summer reading now.
The ALSC/BWI Summer
Reading Program Grant
is designed to
encourage reading
programs for children in
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staffing and book delivery schedules, implementing new technology,
and reevaluating certain high-risk programs such as laptop computer
lending....
Palo Alto (Calif.) Daily News, July 6

South Carolina acquires 13th-century
Cistercian book

University of South Carolina English Professor Scott
Gwara has cleared the way for the Thomas Cooper
Library to acquire a 1269 Latin incunabulum written
by the Order of Cistercians in Italy. The purchase
was funded by a $46,230 grant from the B. H.
Breslauer Foundation of New York. Gwara believes
the bound preacher’s manual, about 4.5 inches by 6
inches, will provide USC students a window to the
spiritual world of 13th-century monks....

a public library by
providing financial
assistance of $3,000,
while recognizing ALSC
members for
outstanding program
development. The
deadline to submit an
application is
December 3.

Ask the ALA
Librarian

The State (Columbia, S.C.), July 14

Bibles: A collector’s heaven

Scott Brown writes: “It is one of the great ironies of
book collecting that Bibles can be among both the
most valuable and least expensive of books.
Gutenberg’s 42-line Bible is probably the most
valuable printed book, with single leaves selling for
$60,000 and up. On the other hand, free copies of
English-language translations of the Bible can be
found at churches or downloaded from websites.”...
Abebooks

Library architect talks about challenges

Communities that build new libraries weave their way through a
difficult but rewarding path, said Jeff Scherer, a nationally awardwinning architect with the Minnesota firm of Meyer Scherer and
Rockcastle Ltd., who is consulting Norman, Oklahoma, on its hopes
and dreams for a new, state-of-the-art library. Many people think it
might be hard to make a living as a library architect but “It’s actually
the most rewarding thing,” Scherer said in a recent interview....
Norman (Okla.) Transcript, July 16

European Parliament closer to a digital library

European lawmakers have called for the creation of a multilingual
European digital library aimed at securing easy access to the
continent’s cultural heritage. The European Parliament’s culture
committee unanimously adopted a report July 16 that proposes a
digital library in the form of a single, direct, and multilingual access
point....
EU Observer, July 17

Ottawa’s hidden libraries

Ottawa has a wealth of libraries—outside
of the public library system—and chances
are most of us have never set foot in
them. In fact, you could visit a new
library every week for a year with more
than 50 libraries attached to federal government bureaucracies from
Agriculture Canada to the War Museum. Most offer sophisticated
digs, specialized staff, and unique material in their collections....
Ottawa (Ont.) Citizen, July 8
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Q. Following some
heavy rains, a
basement storage
area flooded and
the books there are
moldy. Can anything
be done?
A. For general tips on
how to clean up
damage to library
materials, please see
the resources noted
on ALA Library Fact
Sheet Number 10,
Disaster Response: A
Selected Annotated
Bibliography. See
particularly, “Tips for
Salvaging Water
Damaged Valuables,”
from Heritage
Preservation, a
network of
organizations
concerned with
preserving our
heritage. For library
materials affected by
mold, discarding the
materials may be the
best course of action.
See Invasion of the
Giant Mold Spore, a
SOLINET
(Southeastern Library
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Tech Talk
Second Life avatars don’t shop

Second Life—a three-dimensional online society where publicity is
cheap and the demographic is edgy and certainly computer-savvy—
should be a marketer’s paradise. But it turns out that plugging
products is as problematic in the virtual world as it is anywhere else.
Four years after Second Life debuted, some marketers are secondguessing the money and time they’ve put into it....
Los Angeles Times, July 14

Byte-sized e-books

How is it that we have time to deal with
hundreds of email messages in a given day
but never enough precious moments for a
good book? That’s what Albert Wenger and Susan Danziger are trying
to address with DailyLit, a new internet site for the literary-minded in
a hurry. At DailyLit, you can sign up for emailed installments of
several hundred out-of-copyright books....
International Herald Tribune, July 11

Kids say email is, like, sooo dead

The future of email might be found on the pages of MySpace.com
and Facebook. Just ask a group of teen internet entrepreneurs, who
readily admit that traditional email is more suited for keeping up
professional relationships or communicating with adults. It could be
that social networks are the most potent new rival to email, one of
the internet’s oldest forms of communication. However, Shelly Brisbin
at Blogger & Podcaster thinks email can sleep soundly tonight....
C|Net News.com, July 18; Blogger & Podcaster, July 13

13 must-see Google Maps
mashups

Adam Ostrow selects his favorite quirky
mashups in honor of Google launching its
new Mapplets mashup service. Among them are WikiMapia,
Flickrvision, HealthMap, WalkJogRun, and Telephone Prefix Locator....
Mashable blog, July 11

Scan a printed page, get a website

A Seattle startup is working on a novel device that could capture a
few words from a book or printed article and quickly find the full text
on the Web. A person reading a printed newspaper, for example,
could instantly get an online version of an article and email it to
friends or colleagues. The company, Exbiblio, expects to have a
prototype ready in the fall....
Puget Sound Business Journal, July 13

Speed up your PC’s start and shutdown times

If your PC constantly pauses during shutdown because of hung
processes, this quick video will show you how to make a few registry
changes that shorten Windows timeout for killing frozen apps, and
make Windows end them itself (without waiting for you to hit the
“End Now” button). Editing your registry, of course, isn’t something
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Network) Preservation
Leaflet, for specific
information. If you do
decide to keep the
books, seek out a
conservator to help
restore the materials.
See the ALA
Professional Tips
wiki for further
assistance.
The ALA Librarian
welcomes your
questions.

Calendar
Aug. 2–5:

Sixth National
Conference of
African American
Librarians, Fort
Worth, Texas.
“Culture Keepers VI:
Preserving the Past,
Sustaining the
Future.”

Sept. 9–11:

Association of
Information and
Dissemination
Centers, Fall
Meeting, Arlington,
Virginia. Contact:
ASIDIC.

Oct. 7–12:

Introductory
Archives Workshop
for Religious
Communities,
Malvern,
Pennsylvania.
Cosponsored by the
Catholic Library
Association and the
Center for the Study
of Religious Life.

Oct. 10–12:

Library Research
Seminar IV, Station
Park Hotel, London,
Ontario. “The Library
in Its Socio-Cultural
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to be done lightly....
Lifehacker blog, July 18

Web photos now have zero credibility

Well-meaning researchers from Carnegie Mellon University have
destroyed the credibility of all photos on the Web. Alexiei Efros,
assistant professor of computer science and robotics, led the team
that created two related systems that, together, can manage what
used to be painstaking and difficult. Photo Clip Art allows you to add
images seamlessly into a photo, and Scene Completion draws upon
millions of photos from the Flickr website to fill in holes made by
removing unsightly photo elements....
Technovelgy.com blog, July 11

A behind-the-scenes look at how DRM becomes law

Cory Doctorow looks at the back-room dealing that allowed
entertainment companies and electronics companies to craft public
policy on digital rights management. He writes: “This technology,
usually called ‘Digital Rights Management’ (DRM) proposes to make it
hard for your computer to copy some files. Because all computer
operations involve copying, this is a daunting task—as security expert
Bruce Schneier has said, ‘Making bits harder to copy is like making
water that’s less wet.’”...
Information Week, July 11

Actions & Answers
Mandatory NIH policy headed to full
House and Senate

The U.S. House of Representatives Appropriations
Committee has joined its Senate counterpart in
directing the National Institutes of Health to ensure
that the agency’s funded research is made freely
available on the internet. Both the House and
Senate appropriators have now backed provisions in their respective
2008 Labor, Health, and Education Appropriations bills that would
expand access to NIH research. Listen to an ALA Washington Office
podcast featuring Heather Joseph of SPARC....
Alliance for Taxpayer Access, July 13; District Dispatch blog, July 13

The Internet Archive’s Open
Library project

The Open Library website was created
earlier this year by the Internet Archive
to demonstrate a way that books can be
represented online. The vision is to
create free, full-text web access to
important out-of-copyright book
collections from around the world and create an open, public,
curated, universal catalog of all books. The website uses a structured
wiki architecture that will employ a metadata schema currently in
development....
Open Library

Digital scholarship: What’s all the fuss?

Stephen Nichols writes: “While many scholars today use digital
technologies and content in their research and writing, and will
readily admit their advantages for their own work, most have been
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Context: Issues for
Research and
Practice.” Contact:
Melanie North.

Oct. 11–13:

American Printing
History Association,
Annual Conference,
University of California
at Los Angeles and
the Getty Research
Institute.
“Transformations: The
Persistence of Aldus
Manutius.” Contact:
Paul W. Romaine.

Oct. 19–24:

American Society
for Information
Science and
Technology, Annual
Meeting, Milwaukee,
Wisconsin. “Joining
Research and
Practice: Social
Computing and
Information Science.”
Contact: ASIS.

Oct. 23–27:

Association for
Educational
Communications
and Technology,
International
Convention, Hyatt
Regency Orange
County, Anaheim,
California. “Learning
within the
Kaleidoscope: A
Culture of
Technology.”

Oct. 24–26:

Michigan
Association for
Media in Education,
34th Annual
Conference, Grand
Traverse Resort and
Spa, Acme, Michigan.
“School Library 2.0:
Curriculum
Collaboration.”
Contact: MAME.
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slower to admit—or have refused to admit—that such technology and
resources are capable of totally transforming the nature and scope of
scholarship. The Web and Internet have placed us in the midst of a
revolution that has the potential for transforming how we think
about, and access, our objects of study.”...
CLIR Issues, no. 58 (July/Aug.)

Harry Potter: The pre-release rules

Before the magic midnight moment on July 21 when
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows is unveiled,
publisher Scholastic asks libraries with copies of the
book to keep them “sealed and in a secure location
that is not visible to the public until 12:01 a.m. on July
21.” Also, beware photographers and clever journalists.
The company has filed legal papers against numerous
websites demanding that content related to the 784page book be removed....
Scholastic, July 18; MSNBC, July 17

Librarians 2.0: Interviews on the future of
librarians

Degree Tutor asked 27 librarians what they thought about the future
of libraries, what directions they are going in, and important library
technologies. See what Jenna Freedman, Michael Stephens, Loriene
Roy, Eric Lease Morgan, Nicole Engard, David Lee King, Steven Bell,
Jessamyn West, Meredith Farkas, and others have to say....
Degree Tutor, July 12

Comic book cover browser

In 2006, Philipp Lenssen of Stuttgart, Germany,
created a website that features the covers for as
many comic books that he could find on the Web.
Currently, Cover Browser has more than 77,000
images from 538 different series, and more are
added contiuously. The site also includes some
magazine, games, film DVD, music CD, and book
covers. The search engine can look for particular
artists (Rick Geary) or image elements
(kryptonite)....
Cover Browser

Association of
Mental Health
Librarians,
Conference, Nathan
Kline Institute,
Orangeburg, New
York. Contact: Gary
McMillan.

Nov. 2–4:

Third Annual
International
Conference on the
Universal Digital
Library, Carnegie
Mellon University,
Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania. “Legal,
Policy, Technical,
Commercial, and
Human Factor
Challenges to a
Globally Owned
Universal Digital
Library.” Contact:
Vivian Lee, 412-2687170.

Nov. 13:

RFID in Libraries
2007, QEII
Conference Centre,
London. “Putting RFID
to Work: Are You
Getting Value for
Money?” Contact:
CILIP.

Nov. 13–14:

New Orleans works to restore
libraries

As New Orleans moves forward in the
aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, community
organizations are beginning to clamor for
restoration of their branch libraries. The
Mid-City branch, the first of several temporary branches funded by
the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation’s Gulf Coast Libraries Project,
opened to the public on June 11. Two local nonprofit groups are
helping New Orleans Public Library to raise money to support its
programs and to rebuild—the Friends of the New Orleans Public
Library and the New Orleans Public Library Foundation....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, July 12; Mid-City Neighborhood Organization

Grants to Gulf Coast libraries (PDF

Oct. 26–28:

file)

The Americans for Libraries Council has awarded four “brick and
mortar” improvement grants to Gulf Coast libraries with support from
the Bush-Clinton Katrina Fund as part of a larger package of support
to renew communities in the region. The grants will go to the
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First International
M-Libraries
Conference, Milton
Keynes, U.K. This
conference, hosted by
the Open University in
partnership with
Athabasca University,
aims to explore and
share work carried
out in libraries around
the world to deliver
services and
resources to users
“on the move” via a
growing plethora of
mobile and hand-held
devices. Contact:
Open University.
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Hancock County (Miss.) Libraries ($600,000), Harrison County (Miss.)
Libraries ($600,000), Jefferson Parish (La.) Libraries ($1.2 million),
and New Orleans Public Library ($1.6 million)....
Americans for Libraries Council, July 16

Ideas for summer activities

ReadWriteThink.org, a joint initiative of the
International Reading Association and the
National Council of Teachers of English, has
assembled a collection of summer activities for
students in four different grade levels. The goal
is to provide ideas for learning activities outside
the classroom....
ReadWriteThink.org

A daily dose of book reviews

Every day, Critical Compendium provides snippets and links to book
reviews in online newspapers, journals, magazines, and webzines.
You will also find a sizable list of general links to book review
sections in media around the world....
Critical Compendium

Dec. 12:

Council on Library
and Information
Resources, Sponsors’
Symposium, Cosmos
Club, Washington,
D.C. “The Architecture
of Knowledge: How
Research Programs
and New Courses Are
Built.“ Contact:
Jessica Wade.

@ More...
Contact Us

American Libraries
Direct

The Magic Hat chosen for Australian
Simultaneous Storytime

The Australian Library and Information Association
has chosen The Magic Hat by Mem Fox for its
National Simultaneous Storytime book. The event,
which will involve some 40,000 children at more
than 600 locations across the continent on
September 6, has been held since 2001 to promote
reading and showcase an Australian author....
Australian Library and Information Association

Interlibrary loan trends

The Association of Research Libraries has released a white paper
(PDF file) on ILL trends in U.S. academic libraries over the past 20
years written by Anne K. Beaubien, director of Cooperative Access
Services at the University of Michigan. Beaubien attributes an
increase in loan activity to growing requests for returnable items
(books, audiovisual items, microfilms) as opposed to nonreturnables
(copies of journal articles, conference papers)....
Association of Research Libraries, July 16

Microfilm of Vatican treasures located in
Saint Louis

On July 14, the Vatican Library in Rome closed for a
three-year renovation. The closure will make Saint Louis
University’s renowned Vatican Film Library even more
important for the world’s leading scholars and
researchers. Located in the university’s Pius XII Memorial
Library, the library holds microfilm copies of
approximately 37,000 of the Vatican Library’s 70,000
manuscript codices. Because of this extensive collection,
officials from Rome are encouraging scholars to come to St. Louis
during the renovation period....
St. Louis University, July 12

Keyboard calligraphy

Arabic script, with its multiple forms and rich
variability, is not compatible with movable type, and
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even in 1829—when the first book was typeset in
the Middle East—the central question went
unanswered: Could Arabic script retain its unique
freedom and character in a mechanical world?
Eildert Mulder looks into whether new technology
has resolved the conflict....
Saudi Aramco World, July/Aug., pp. 34–39

Public lending rights in Italy

The Italian Library Association registered its concern in June over the
government’s creation of a 3-million-euro national fund to
compensate copyright holders for books that circulate in public
libraries. The fund was legislated in response to pressure by the
European Commission to remove Italy’s library exemptions to a 1992
European Economic Community directive on public lending rights....
Associazione Italiana Biblioteche, July 3

Google Library Project adds Japanese
library

Keio University in Tokyo this month became the 26th
partner to join the Google Books Library Project, and
the initiative’s first library partner in Japan. The
combined collections of the Keio University libraries
total more than two million printed works, of which
some 120,000 in the public domain will be digitized....
Inside Google Book Search, July 10
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U.S. & World News
=====================================================================================
===============
Nixon Library comes under control of National Archives
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/july2007/newnixon.cfm]
The Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Birthplace in Yorba Linda, California, became part of
the National Archives and Records Administration July 11, following decades of conflicts between
Nixon&rsquo;s family and the government over the papers of the 37th president. Now 42 million
pages of papers and nearly 4,000 hours of tapes will be moved to the California facility, once a
planned 15,000-square-foot addition&mdash;still awaiting funding from Congress&mdash;is
constructed....
Fort Lauderdale OKs gay library despite mayor&#8217;s discomfort
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/july2007/stonewalllibrary.cfm]
The Fort Lauderdale, Florida, city commission voted July 10 to permit the gay-oriented Stonewall
Library to relocate on city property, despite comments by Mayor Jim Naugle that he was
&ldquo;uncomfortable and shocked&rdquo; about library material he had seen. Even though library
officials explained that visitors must be 18 or older to enter the private library, at the
commission meeting Naugle said the library&rsquo;s holdings&mdash;billed as one of the
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nation&rsquo;s largest collections of gay and lesbian literature&mdash;may include
&ldquo;hard-core&rdquo; pornographic material....
New Jersey bill would let towns reduce library funding
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/july2007/njbill.cfm]
A bill proposed in the New Jersey Assembly would allow municipalities to reduce the amount of
money they are required to give their libraries. The state currently requires municipalities to
fund libraries at one-third of a mill of the assessed value of the towns&rsquo; properties, which
amounts to about $33 on a home assessed at $100,000. The proposal would let library boards reduce
that amount if the state formula exceeds the library&rsquo;s operating budget....
Brimstone [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/july2007/brimstone.cfm]
The Independence (Mo.) Board of Education opted July 10 to keep The Brimstone Journals by Ron
Koertge on the shelves without restriction at the William Chrisman High School library over a
parent&rsquo;s challenge. The 2001 young adult novel describes events leading up to a
student-planned attack on a high school through a series of the characters&rsquo; journal
entries....
Philadelphia archives thief sentenced to 15 months
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/july2007/philaarchives.cfm]
A U.S. District Court judge sentenced a former National Archives and Records Administration intern
to 15 months in prison July 12 for stealing 164 historical documents from NARA&rsquo;s
Philadelphia facility and selling half of them on eBay. Denning McTague, who worked as an unpaid
intern in the summer of 2006 while obtaining a master&rsquo;s degree in library science at the
State University of New York at Albany, had pleaded guilty to the charge in April....
=====================================================================================
===============
[http://www.hwwilson.com]
=====================================================================================
===============
ALA News
=====================================================================================
===============
Internet education examples needed
[http://blogs.ala.org/districtdispatch.php?title=internet_education_examples_needed&more=1&c=1&tb=1&
pb=1]
On July 20, ALA will be participating in an educational event for members of Congress on the topic
of internet safety. Its purpose is to inform Congress on the internet safety education taking
place in community organizations like libraries. If your library has an active internet safety
program and a web page about that effort, please send the link to Andy Bridges
[mailto:abridges@alawash.org]....
District Dispatch blog, July 17
Be an Emerging Leader [http://wikis.ala.org/emergingleaders/index.php/Main_Page]
The ALA Emerging Leaders program enables new librarians to get on the fast track to ALA and
professional leadership. You can become a candidate for the 2008 Emerging Leaders program by
filling out the form [http://cs.ala.org/hrdr/emergingleaders/] by August 15....
AL Focus
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Five days in 3.5 minutes: Annual Conference wrap-up
[http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/5-days-3-1-2-minutes-annual-2007-wrap]
Whether you missed the 2007 ALA Annual Conference in Washington, D.C., or just want to relive it,
here’s your chance to check out exhibits, events, movie premieres, book cart drill teams,
anniversary celebrations, and more—as well as catch such luminaries as Julie Andrews, Ken Burns,
Judy Blume, Robert F. Kennedy Jr., Irshad Manji, Garrison Keillor, and maybe even you, in this
3:30 video....
Library Day on the Hill [http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/library-day-hill]
ALA played host June 26 to Library Day on the Hill, a chance for librarians to take their concerns
directly to their congressional representatives. This 4:55 video covers the introduction of the
SKILLs Act, the Cleveland Public Library’s “People’s University on Wheels,” and the Gold Room
exhibits, featuring interviews with librarians, vendors, and legislators posing for READ
posters....
Susan Patron interview [http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/susan-patron-interview]
Susan Patron’s book The Higher Power of Lucky became known for two things in the past year:
winning the 2007 ALA Newberry Medal, and becoming the center of an uproar when some school
librarians removed the book because it contained the word “scrotum.” In this interview, AL’s
Beverly Goldberg speaks with Patron about that controversial word, connecting with young readers,
and what she’s working on next....
The Greg Show #1 [http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/greg-show-1]
Greg Landgraf, American Libraries editorial assistant and first-time conference attendee, offers
up a quirky first-person take on the good, the bad, and the absurd highlights from the 2007 ALA
Annual Conference in Washington, D.C. In this episode: fancy toilet paper, a missing tour, and
escalator escapades....

Featured review: Adult books
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=1990337]
Morgan, Robert. Boone: A Biography. Oct. 2007. 576p. Algonquin, hardcover (978-1-56512-455-4).
It is, of course, difficult for a biographer to glean the reality from the legends of an iconic
figure, particularly if that figure was already surrounded by myth and legend in his own lifetime,
as was Daniel Boone. Still, poet and novelist Morgan has made a valiant effort in this absorbing
and stirring chronicle of the great frontiersman. He strips away some of the most blatant
falsehoods about his subject&rsquo;s life. Boone did not &ldquo;discover&rdquo; Kentucky or the
Cumberland Gap, and he was neither an &ldquo;Indian-lover&rdquo; nor a particularly eager Indian
fighter....
@ Visit Booklist Online [http://www.booklistonline.com/] for other reviews and much more....

Division News
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Peep and the Big Wide World kit [http://www.ala.org/ala/alsc/projectspartners/PeepEventKit.htm]
WGBH in Boston is offering ALSC members a free Peep and the Big Wide World event kit with
resources for organizing three different hands-on science events for preschoolers. The kit is
available as part of the educational outreach linked to the WGBH-produced, Emmy Award-winning
series, Peep and the Big Wide World. To obtain a kit, contact Gay Mohrbacher
[mailto:gay_mohrbacher@wgbh.org] by September 30....
YALSA offers post-Potter resources for teens
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/july2007/yalsahp07.htm]
As Harry Potter’s saga ends with the release of Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows on July 21,
YALSA can help parents, librarians, and educators keep the attention of teens hooked on Harry with
read-alikes and resources for planning teen-focused programs. One starting point is the division’s
2008 Popular Paperbacks for Young Adults
[http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/booklistsawards/popularpaperback/nominations.htm] nominations
list....
PLA Results Boot Camp 3
[http://www.pla.org/ala/pla/plaevents/travelingwksp/resultsbootcamp/ResultsBootCamp.cfm]
Based on PLA’s popular Results book series, Results Boot Camp is a week-long, intensive management
training course that focuses on current library issues and concerns, using case studies describing
real library situations. Registration is competitive, and applications will be accepted until
October 1. Results Boot Camp 3 will take place in Salt Lake City, Utah, October 29–November 2....
Awards
=====================================================================================
===============
Pritzker Military Library Award [http://www.tawanifoundation.org/LTA/index.html]
James M. McPherson has been selected to receive the first Pritzker Military Library Award for
Lifetime Achievement in Military Writing. The $100,000 honorarium, sponsored by the Tawani
Foundation, will be presented at the library&rsquo;s black-tie Liberty Gala on October 6 at
Chicago&rsquo;s Drake Hotel. McPherson has published numerous volumes on the Civil War, including
Lincoln and the Second American Revolution and Drawn with the Sword....
Pritzker Military Library, July 16
Asian/Pacific American Awards for Literature [http://www.apalaweb.org/awards/awards.htm]
The Asian/Pacific American Librarians Association has announced the winners of its 2007 literature
awards competition that honors books promoting the culture and heritage of Asian/Pacific
Americans. The winner in the adult fiction category is Da Chen’s Brothers (Shaye Areheart Books,
2006), set in post-Mao China....
Asian/Pacific American Librarians Association, June 24
Excellence in plant literature [http://www.cbhl.net/litaward/press_07.htm]
Defiant Gardens: Making Gardens in Wartime (Trinity University Press, 2006), by Kenneth Helphand,
and A Tropical Garden Flora: Plants Cultivated in the Hawaiian Islands and Other Tropical Places
(Bishop Museum Press, 2005), by George W. Staples and Derral R. Herbst, have won 2007 Annual
Literature Awards from the Council on Botanical and Horticultural Libraries. The awards honor both
the author and the publisher of works that made a significant contribution to the literature of
botany and horticulture....
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Council on Botanical and Horticultural Libraries, June 18
Queens branch receives design award [http://www.nytimes.com/2007/07/17/arts/design/17bawar.html]
The New York City Arts Commission presented an award July 17 to the Glen Oaks branch of the Queens
Borough Public Library and its architects Scott Marble and Karen Fairbanks. The Commission gives
the awards annually to public projects for excellence in design....
New York Times, July 17
Seen Online
=====================================================================================
===============
Palm Beach rejects call to remove books from high school
[http://www.palmbeachpost.com/localnews/content/local_news/epaper/2007/07/12/s3b_BOOK_0712.html]
The Palm Beach County (Fla.) School Board refused to pull 80 books referencing homosexuality,
atheism, and abortion from the library shelves of two high schools. But Laura Lopez said she will
start a church-to-church petition and reach out to a Christian law center to represent her. Among
the objectionable books were: Medical Ethics: Moral and Legal Conflicts in Health Care, Coping
When a Parent is Gay, and John Irving’s The Cider House Rules....
Palm Beach (Fla.) Post, July 12
Maricopa branch drops call numbers [http://www.nytimes.com/2007/07/14/us/14dewey.html]
Maricopa County Library District’s Perry branch in Gilbert, Arizona, has dropped its Dewey Decimal
numbers and opted for a shelf arrangement by general subject classification. Library Director
Harry Courtright came up with the idea of a Dewey-less library. The plan took root two years ago
after annual surveys of the district&rsquo;s constituency found that most people came to browse,
without a specific title in mind....
New York Times, July 14
Loudoun County receives $2.45 million for renovation
[http://www.timescommunity.com/site/tab1.cfm?newsid=18571530&BRD=2553&PAG=461&dept_id=506035&rfi=6]
The Rust Library in Leesburg, Virginia, a branch of the Loudoun County system, was one of the
beneficiaries in an endowment bequest July 6 from the estate of Valeria Harris Symington, who died
in 2003. The library will put its $2.45 million toward a 15,000-square-foot addition that will
include a new children’s section, larger meeting and conference areas, and a teen space....
Loudoun (Va.) Times-Mirror, July 10
Salinas libraries extend hours
[http://www.thecalifornian.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070718/NEWS01/707180316/1002]
The three public library branches in Salinas, California, are now open a total of 117 hours each
week, thanks to a bolstered schedule that took effect July 17. Due to budget problems, the City
Council had voted in September 2004 to close the libraries. But a fundraising campaign called
Rally Salinas! raised $800,000 and kept the libraries open on a limited schedule....
Salinas Californian, July 18
Net radio wins partial reprieve as royalties loom
[http://www.wired.com/entertainment/music/news/2007/07/webcasters_face_music]
SoundExchange, a group responsible for collecting music broadcasting royalties, confirmed on July
13 that it has proposed new terms for internet radio that could lower fees for some webcasters.
While limited in scope, the proposal offers a partial reprieve for smaller sites facing the axe
July 15 when a payment scheme approved by the Copyright Royalty Board took effect. Webcasters have
said the fees would effectively force many services that personalize individual channels for
listeners to close shop....
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Wired, July 13
Australian consumer watchdog takes Google to court
[http://www.news.com.au/business/story/0,23636,22061736-462,00.html]
Google, the world’s biggest search engine, is being taken to court by the Australian government’s
competition watchdog, alleging misleading and deceptive conduct. The Australian Competition and
Consumer Commission alleges that Trading Post Australia, Google Ireland, Google Australia, and
Google Inc. were misleading in the search engine&rsquo;s &ldquo;sponsored links&rdquo; section....
News Limited, July 12
Kentucky libraries falling short on space
[http://www.courier-journal.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070712/ZONE09/707120448/1008/NEWS01]
Even as communities spend millions of dollars on additions or new buildings, library officials and
other experts say the state is falling short on library space. While 37 of Kentucky’s 120 library
systems have added facilities in the past five years, the state still needs 500,000 more square
feet to reach minimum standards set by the Kentucky Library Association....
Louisville (Ky.) Courier-Journal, July 12
Nader leads rally for D.C.&#8217;s West End branch
[http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/07/14/AR2007071401024.html]
About 75 people led by Ralph Nader’s D.C. Library Renaissance Project rallied outside the West End
branch of the District of Columbia Public Library July 14, upset by a recent D.C. Council decision
about the future of the popular branch that they said caught them by surprise. On July 10, the
council had passed emergency legislation enabling a private firm to replace the library and a fire
station in a project that also would include residential and possibly retail space....
Washington Post, July 15
Palo Alto libraries in poor condition
[http://www.paloaltodailynews.com/article/2007-7-6-pa-library-audit]
Palo Alto, California, libraries are cramped and in poor condition, according to a report released
July 5 by the city auditor’s office. City Auditor Sharon Erickson said the library system could be
more efficient by increasing security to prevent thefts, reconfiguring staffing and book delivery
schedules, implementing new technology, and reevaluating certain high-risk programs such as laptop
computer lending....
Palo Alto (Calif.) Daily News, July 6
South Carolina acquires 13th-century Cistercian book
[http://www.thestate.com/local/story/118299.html]
University of South Carolina English Professor Scott Gwara has cleared the way for the Thomas
Cooper Library to acquire a 1269 Latin incunabulum written by the Order of Cistercians in Italy.
The purchase was funded by a $46,230 grant from the B. H. Breslauer Foundation of New York. Gwara
believes the bound preacher&rsquo;s manual,
[http://www.sc.edu/library/spcoll/cistercian/cist.html] about 4.5 inches by 6 inches, will provide
USC students a window to the spiritual world of 13th-century monks....
The State (Columbia, S.C.), July 14
Bibles: A collector&#8217;s heaven
[http://www.abebooks.com/docs/RareBooks/Avid-Collector/Mar07/bibles.shtml]
Scott Brown writes: “It is one of the great ironies of book collecting that Bibles can be among
both the most valuable and least expensive of books. Gutenberg&rsquo;s 42-line Bible is probably
the most valuable printed book, with single leaves
[http://www.abebooks.com/servlet/SearchResults?bx=off&ds=30&bi=0&prl=11000&y=16&tn=gutenberg&sortby=
1&x=76] selling for $60,000 and up. On the other hand, free copies of English-language
translations of the Bible can be found at churches or downloaded from websites.”...
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Abebooks
Library architect talks about challenges
[http://www.normantranscript.com/localnews/local_story_196005102.html]
Communities that build new libraries weave their way through a difficult but rewarding path, said
Jeff Scherer, a nationally award-winning architect with the Minnesota firm of Meyer Scherer and
Rockcastle Ltd., who is consulting Norman, Oklahoma, on its hopes and dreams for a new,
state-of-the-art library. Many people think it might be hard to make a living as a library
architect but “It&rsquo;s actually the most rewarding thing,&rdquo; Scherer said in a recent
interview....
Norman (Okla.) Transcript, July 16
European Parliament closer to a digital library [http://euobserver.com/9/24496]
European lawmakers have called for the creation of a multilingual European digital library aimed
at securing easy access to the continent’s cultural heritage. The European Parliament’s culture
committee unanimously adopted a report July 16 that proposes a digital library in the form of a
single, direct, and multilingual access point....
EU Observer, July 17
Ottawa&#8217;s hidden libraries
[http://www.canada.com/cityguides/ottawa/story.html?id=4c8f348b-1f9e-4c13-a1a7-539cb0fb382d&k=12756]
Ottawa has a wealth of libraries—outside of the public library system—and chances are most of us
have never set foot in them. In fact, you could visit a new library every week for a year with
more than 50 libraries attached to federal government bureaucracies from Agriculture Canada to the
War Museum. Most offer sophisticated digs, specialized staff, and unique material in their
collections....
Ottawa (Ont.) Citizen, July 8
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Second Life avatars don&#8217;t shop
[http://www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-secondlife14jul14,1,3135510.story?ctrack=1&cset=true]
Second Life&mdash;a three-dimensional online society where publicity is cheap and the demographic
is edgy and certainly computer-savvy&mdash;should be a marketer’s paradise. But it turns out that
plugging products is as problematic in the virtual world as it is anywhere else. Four years after
Second Life debuted, some marketers are second-guessing the money and time they’ve put into it....
Los Angeles Times, July 14
Byte-sized e-books [http://www.iht.com/articles/2007/07/11/technology/ptend12.php]
How is it that we have time to deal with hundreds of email messages in a given day but never
enough precious moments for a good book? That’s what Albert Wenger and Susan Danziger are trying
to address with DailyLit, [http://www.dailylit.com] a new internet site for the literary-minded in
a hurry. At DailyLit, you can sign up for emailed installments of several hundred out-of-copyright
books....
International Herald Tribune, July 11
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Kids say email is, like, sooo dead
[http://news.com.com/Kids+say+e-mail+is%2C+like%2C+soooo+dead/2009-1032_3-6197242.html?tag=nefd.lede
]
The future of email might be found on the pages of MySpace.com and Facebook. Just ask a group of
teen internet entrepreneurs, who readily admit that traditional email is more suited for keeping
up professional relationships or communicating with adults. It could be that social networks are
the most potent new rival to email, one of the internet’s oldest forms of communication. However,
Shelly Brisbin at Blogger & Podcaster thinks email can sleep soundly
[http://www.bloggerandpodcaster.com/theblog/2007/07/13/social-networks-and-traditional-means-of-comm
unication/] tonight....
C|Net News.com, July 18; Blogger & Podcaster, July 13
13 must-see Google Maps mashups [http://mashable.com/2007/07/11/google-maps-mashups-2/]
Adam Ostrow selects his favorite quirky mashups in honor of Google launching its new Mapplets
[http://mashable.com/2007/07/10/google-maps-mashups/] mashup service. Among them are WikiMapia,
Flickrvision, HealthMap, WalkJogRun, and Telephone Prefix Locator....
Mashable blog, July 11
Scan a printed page, get a website
[http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/stories/2007/07/16/story10.html?b=1184558400^1490595]
A Seattle startup is working on a novel device that could capture a few words from a book or
printed article and quickly find the full text on the Web. A person reading a printed newspaper,
for example, could instantly get an online version of an article and email it to friends or
colleagues. The company, Exbiblio [http://www.exbiblio.com/], expects to have a prototype ready in
the fall....
Puget Sound Business Journal, July 13
Speed up your PC&#8217;s start and shutdown times
[http://lifehacker.com/software/optimization/speed-up-your-pcs-start-and-shutdown-times-279585.php]
If your PC constantly pauses during shutdown because of hung processes, this quick video will show
you how to make a few registry changes that shorten Windows timeout for killing frozen apps, and
make Windows end them itself (without waiting for you to hit the “End Now” button). Editing your
registry, of course, isn’t something to be done lightly....
Lifehacker blog, July 18
Web photos now have zero credibility
[http://www.technovelgy.com/ct/Science-Fiction-News.asp?NewsNum=1117]
Well-meaning researchers from Carnegie Mellon University have destroyed the credibility of all
photos on the Web. Alexiei Efros, assistant professor of computer science and robotics, led the
team that created two related systems that, together, can manage what used to be painstaking and
difficult. Photo Clip Art allows you to add images seamlessly into a photo, and Scene Completion
draws upon millions of photos from the Flickr website to fill in holes made by removing unsightly
photo elements....
Technovelgy.com blog, July 11
A behind-the-scenes look at how DRM becomes law
[http://www.informationweek.com/news/showArticle.jhtml?articleID=201000854]
Cory Doctorow looks at the back-room dealing that allowed entertainment companies and electronics
companies to craft public policy on digital rights management. He writes: “This technology,
usually called ‘Digital Rights Management’ (DRM) proposes to make it hard for your computer to
copy some files. Because all computer operations involve copying, this is a daunting task—as
security expert Bruce Schneier has said, ‘Making bits harder to copy is like making water that’s
less wet.’”...
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Mandatory NIH policy headed to full House and Senate
[http://www.taxpayeraccess.org/media/release07-0713.html]
The U.S. House of Representatives Appropriations Committee has joined its Senate counterpart in
directing the National Institutes of Health to ensure that the agency’s funded research is made
freely available on the internet. Both the House and Senate appropriators have now backed
provisions in their respective 2008 Labor, Health, and Education Appropriations bills that would
expand access to NIH research. Listen to an ALA Washington Office podcast
[http://blogs.ala.org/districtdispatch.php?title=district_dispatch_podcast_20&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1]
featuring Heather Joseph of SPARC....
Alliance for Taxpayer Access, July 13; District Dispatch blog, July 13
The Internet Archive&#8217;s Open Library project [http://demo.openlibrary.org/about]
The Open Library website was created earlier this year by the Internet Archive to demonstrate
[http://demo.openlibrary.org/tour] a way that books can be represented online. The vision is to
create free, full-text web access to important out-of-copyright book collections from around the
world and create an open, public, curated, universal catalog of all books. The website uses a
structured wiki [http://demo.openlibrary.org/dev/docs/ui] architecture that will employ a metadata
schema [http://demo.openlibrary.org/about/lib] currently in development....
Open Library
Digital scholarship: What&#8217;s all the fuss?
[http://www.clir.org/pubs/issues/issues58.html#digital]
Stephen Nichols writes: “While many scholars today use digital technologies and content in their
research and writing, and will readily admit their advantages for their own work, most have been
slower to admit&mdash;or have refused to admit&mdash;that such technology and resources are
capable of totally transforming the nature and scope of scholarship. The Web and Internet have
placed us in the midst of a revolution that has the potential for transforming how we think about,
and access, our objects of study.”...
CLIR Issues, no. 58 (July/Aug.)
Harry Potter: The pre-release rules [http://www.scholastic.com/harrypotter/alaletter/]
Before the magic midnight moment on July 21 when Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows is unveiled,
publisher Scholastic asks libraries with copies of the book to keep them “sealed and in a secure
location that is not visible to the public until 12:01 a.m. on July 21.” Also, beware
photographers and clever journalists. The company has filed legal papers
[http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/19816389/] against numerous websites demanding that content related
to the 784-page book be removed....
Scholastic, July 18; MSNBC, July 17
Librarians 2.0: Interviews on the future of librarians
[http://www.degreetutor.com/library/librarians-online]
Degree Tutor asked 27 librarians what they thought about the future of libraries, what directions
they are going in, and important library technologies. See what Jenna Freedman, Michael Stephens,
Loriene Roy, Eric Lease Morgan, Nicole Engard, David Lee King, Steven Bell, Jessamyn West,
Meredith Farkas, and others have to say....
Degree Tutor, July 12
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Comic book cover browser [http://www.coverbrowser.com/]
In 2006, Philipp Lenssen of Stuttgart, Germany, created a website that features the covers for as
many comic books that he could find on the Web. Currently, Cover Browser has more than 77,000
images from 538 different series, and more are added contiuously. The site also includes some
magazine, games, film DVD, music CD, and book covers. The search engine can look for particular
artists (Rick Geary) or image elements (kryptonite)....
Cover Browser
New Orleans works to restore libraries
[http://www.nola.com/timespic/stories/index.ssf?/base/library-128/1184228629207940.xml&coll=1]
As New Orleans moves forward in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, community organizations are
beginning to clamor for restoration of their branch libraries. The Mid-City branch,
[http://mcno.org/2007/06/18/library-opens/] the first of several temporary branches funded by the
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation’s Gulf Coast Libraries Project, opened to the public on June 11.
Two local nonprofit groups are helping New Orleans Public Library to raise money to support its
programs and to rebuild—the Friends of the New Orleans Public Library and the New Orleans Public
Library Foundation....
New Orleans Times-Picayune, July 12; Mid-City Neighborhood Organization
Grants to Gulf Coast libraries
[http://www.lff.org/give/documents/gulfcoastgrantsalcbckfjuly162007.pdf] (PDF file)
The Americans for Libraries Council has awarded four “brick and mortar” improvement grants to Gulf
Coast libraries with support from the Bush-Clinton Katrina Fund as part of a larger package of
support to renew communities in the region. The grants will go to the Hancock County (Miss.)
Libraries ($600,000), Harrison County (Miss.) Libraries ($600,000), Jefferson Parish (La.)
Libraries ($1.2 million), and New Orleans Public Library ($1.6 million)....
Americans for Libraries Council, July 16
Ideas for summer activities [http://www.readwritethink.org/beyondtheclassroom/summer/]
ReadWriteThink.org, a joint initiative of the International Reading Association and the National
Council of Teachers of English, has assembled a collection of summer activities for students in
four different grade levels. The goal is to provide ideas for learning activities outside the
classroom....
ReadWriteThink.org
A daily dose of book reviews [http://criticalcompendium.com/index.html]
Every day, Critical Compendium provides snippets and links to book reviews in online newspapers,
journals, magazines, and webzines. You will also find a sizable list of general links to book
review sections in media around the world....
Critical Compendium
chosen for Australian Simultaneous Storytime [http://www.alia.org.au/advocacy/storytime/2007/]
The Australian Library and Information Association has chosen The Magic Hat by Mem Fox for its
National Simultaneous Storytime book. The event, which will involve some 40,000 children at more
than 600 locations across the continent on September 6, has been held since 2001 to promote
reading and showcase an Australian author....
Australian Library and Information Association
Interlibrary loan trends [http://www.arl.org/news/pr/ill_white_paper_july07.shtml]
The Association of Research Libraries has released a white paper (PDF file
[http://www.arl.org/bm~doc/ARL_white_paper_ILL_june07.pdf]) on ILL trends in U.S. academic
libraries over the past 20 years written by Anne K. Beaubien, director of Cooperative Access
Services at the University of Michigan. Beaubien attributes an increase in loan activity to
growing requests for returnable items (books, audiovisual items, microfilms) as opposed to
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/july/071807.txt[7/17/2014 1:12:24 PM]

nonreturnables (copies of journal articles, conference papers)....
Association of Research Libraries, July 16
Microfilm of Vatican treasures located in Saint Louis [http://www.slu.edu/x16675.xml]
On July 14, the Vatican Library in Rome closed for a three-year renovation. The closure will make
Saint Louis University’s renowned Vatican Film Library even more important for the world’s leading
scholars and researchers. Located in the university’s Pius XII Memorial Library, the library holds
microfilm copies of approximately 37,000 of the Vatican Library’s 70,000 manuscript codices.
Because of this extensive collection, officials from Rome are encouraging scholars to come to St.
Louis during the renovation period....
St. Louis University, July 12
Keyboard calligraphy [http://www.saudiaramcoworld.com/issue/200704/keyboard.calligraphy.htm]
Arabic script, with its multiple forms and rich variability, is not compatible with movable type,
and even in 1829—when the first book was typeset in the Middle East—the central question went
unanswered: Could Arabic script retain its unique freedom and character in a mechanical world?
Eildert Mulder looks into whether new technology has resolved the conflict....
Saudi Aramco World, July/Aug., pp. 34–39
Public lending rights in Italy [http://www.aib.it/aib/commiss/cnbp/prestito0705.htm]
The Italian Library Association registered its concern in June over the government&rsquo;s
creation of a 3-million-euro national fund to compensate copyright holders for books that
circulate in public libraries. The fund was legislated in response to pressure by the European
Commission to remove Italy&rsquo;s library exemptions to a 1992 European Economic Community
directive on public lending rights....
Associazione Italiana Biblioteche, July 3
Google Library Project adds Japanese library
[http://booksearch.blogspot.com/2007/07/keio-university-joins-googles-library.html]
Keio University in Tokyo this month became the 26th partner to join the Google Books Library
Project, and the initiative’s first library partner in Japan. The combined collections of the Keio
University libraries total more than two million printed works, of which some 120,000 in the
public domain will be digitized....
Inside Google Book Search, July 10
[http://www.techsoup.org/go/libald]
=====================================================================================
===============

[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog&_pn=product_detail&_op=2364]
Celebrate Banned Books Week
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog&_pn=product_detail&_op=2364] in October
using a pirate theme with this poster featuring young adult books. NEW! from ALA Graphics.

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/july/071807.txt[7/17/2014 1:12:24 PM]

[http://cs.ala.org/ra/speakers/]
ASCLA and RUSA members and ALA members affiliated with the Office for Literacy and Outreach
Services have volunteered to share their expertise—by consulting by phone, mail, or email—on
topics of outreach, literacy, serving underserved populations, or reference services. You can
search the Directory of Peer Consultants and Speakers [http://cs.ala.org/ra/speakers/] by topic,
name, or state. You may also add your name [http://cs.ala.org/ra/speakers/speakers_Submit.cfm] to
the directory if you would like to offer any of these services.

In this issue
June/July 2007
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/tableofcontents/2007contents/june2007.cfm]
Timeline [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/resources/selectedarticles/0607_feature_timelin.pdf]
ALA Presidents Speak across a Century
Ken Burns Archives America
Librarians of Congress
Conference Preview

Career Leads from
[http://joblist.ala.org/]
Curator of Poetry,
[http://joblist.ala.org/modules/jobseeker/controller.cfm?scr=jobdetail&jobid=7150] George Edward
Woodberry Poetry Room, Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts. The Curator has primary
responsibility for acquisition, preservation, access, and use of a major collection of
contemporary poetry and poetics from the entire English-speaking world, as well as poetic works in
other languages translated into English....
@ More jobs [http://joblist.ala.org/]...

Emily Rimland takes a closer look at &#8220;Ranganathan&#8217;s Relevant Rules&#8221;
[http://www.rusq.org/index.php/2007/06/28/ranganathans-relevant-rules/] in the latest issue of
Reference and User Services Quarterly. [http://www.rusq.org/]

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/july/071807.txt[7/17/2014 1:12:24 PM]

Apply for the Batting for Literacy @ your library Award
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pio/campaign/sponsorship/stepuptotheplateyourlibrary/batting.htm] by
September 1 and win a trip for two to Cooperstown, New York, to attend the Baseball Hall of Fame
Game in May 2008.

Poll
Results of the
July 11 poll:
A New York Times fashion writer suggested in a July 8 article
[http://www.nytimes.com/2007/07/08/fashion/08librarian.html] that young people are entering the
library profession because it is trendy, hip, and progressive. Do you agree?
42%
Yes
38%
No
21%
Not sure
Have you heard the term &ldquo;guybrarian&rdquo; before?
28%
Yes
71%
No
1%
Not sure
(192 responses)
This is an unscientific poll that reflects the opinions of only those AL Direct readers who have
chosen to participate.

Public Perception
How the World
Sees Us
“This was why the parking lot was full. People weren’t there to read books—they were there to surf
the internet. I felt like Charlton Heston at the end of Planet of the Apes, finding out a hideous,
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/july/071807.txt[7/17/2014 1:12:24 PM]

unthinkable truth. I wanted to shout at the top of my lungs, ‘You fools! The books are over
here—throw down your mouse and keyboard and join me in an orgy of page-turning bliss!’”
?Andrew J. Schwartzberg, on discovering that more people came to the Chandler (Ariz.) Public
Library to use the computers than to find books, in the Phoenix Arizona Republic, July 4.

From the CentenniAL Blog

The Great Intergenerational Bicker-Off.
[http://blogs.ala.org/AL100.php?title=the_generation_gap&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1] Greg Landgraf
writes: “AL dug up a bit of controversy on the generational issues front in May 2004, with a cover
story titled ‘What Will Gen Next Need to Lead?’ (pp. 32–35). In it, authors Arthur Young, Peter
Hernon, and Ronald Powell related results of their ‘five-year study of what today’s library
directors see as desirable leadership attributes for their successors.’ Several letters took the
authors, and the magazine, to task for a variety of pretty well-founded reasons: The fact that
none of the authors belonged to Generation X, that the survey hadn’t asked opinions of any
Gen-Xers, that its title was intentionally condescending, that the desirable attributes were
desirable for leaders regardless of age, and that the whole concept of leadership needed to be
rethought anyhow (Aug. 2004, p. 35–36.)”...
See the Blog [http://blogs.ala.org/AL100.php] for more....
[http://blogs.ala.org/AL100.php]

Plan for next year’s summer reading now. The ALSC/BWI Summer Reading Program Grant
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alsc/awardsscholarships/profawards/bookwholesalers/bookwholesalers.htm] is
designed to encourage reading programs for children in a public library by providing financial
assistance of $3,000, while recognizing ALSC members for outstanding program development. The
deadline to submit an application is December 3.

Ask the ALA Librarian

Q. Following some heavy rains, a basement storage area flooded and the books there are moldy. Can
anything be done?
A. For general tips on how to clean up damage to library materials, please see the resources noted
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/july/071807.txt[7/17/2014 1:12:24 PM]

on ALA Library Fact Sheet Number 10, Disaster Response: A Selected Annotated Bibliography.
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alalibrary/libraryfactsheet/alalibraryfactsheet10.cfm] See particularly,
“Tips for Salvaging Water Damaged Valuables,
[http://www.heritagepreservation.org/programs/TFTIPS.HTM]” from Heritage Preservation, a network
of organizations concerned with preserving our heritage. For library materials affected by mold,
discarding the materials may be the best course of action. See Invasion of the Giant Mold Spore,
[http://www.solinet.net/preservation/leaflets/leaflets_templ.cfm?doc_id=122] a SOLINET
(Southeastern Library Network) Preservation Leaflet, for specific information. If you do decide to
keep the books, seek out a conservator
[http://palimpsest.stanford.edu/misc/people/index.shtml#findconservator] to help restore the
materials.
See the ALA Professional Tips wiki [http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Moldy_Books]
for further assistance.
The ALA Librarian [mailto:AskTheLibrarian@ala.org] welcomes your questions.

Calendar
Aug. 2–5:
Sixth National Conference of African American Librarians
[http://www.bcala.org/NCAAL_participation/index.html], Fort Worth, Texas. “Culture Keepers VI:
Preserving the Past, Sustaining the Future.”
Sept. 9–11:
Association of Information and Dissemination Centers [http://www.asidic.org/meetings/fall07.htm],
Fall Meeting, Arlington, Virginia. Contact: ASIDIC [mailto:info@asidic.org].
Oct. 7–12:
Introductory Archives Workshop for Religious Communities [http://www.cathla.org/preservation.php],
Malvern, Pennsylvania. Cosponsored by the Catholic Library Association and the Center for the
Study of Religious Life.
Oct. 10–12:
Library Research Seminar IV [http://lrs4.fims.uwo.ca/main.htm], Station Park Hotel, London,
Ontario. “The Library in Its Socio-Cultural Context: Issues for Research and Practice.” Contact:
Melanie North [mailto:mnorth@uwo.ca].
Oct. 11&ndash;13:
American Printing History Association [http://printinghistory.org/htm/conference/index.htm],
Annual Conference, University of California at Los Angeles and the Getty Research Institute.
“Transformations: The Persistence of Aldus Manutius.” Contact: Paul W. Romaine
[mailto:programs@printinghistory.org].
Oct. 19–24:
American Society for Information Science and Technology [http://www.asis.org/Conferences/AM07/],
Annual Meeting, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. “Joining Research and Practice: Social Computing and
Information Science.” Contact: ASIS [mailto:asis@asis.org].
Oct. 23–27:
Association for Educational Communications and Technology, [http://www.aect.org/events/Anaheim/]
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International Convention, Hyatt Regency Orange County, Anaheim, California. “Learning within the
Kaleidoscope: A Culture of Technology.”
Oct. 24–26:
Michigan Association for Media in Education [http://www.mame.gen.mi.us/conferences.htm#mame34],
34th Annual Conference, Grand Traverse Resort and Spa, Acme, Michigan. “School Library 2.0:
Curriculum Collaboration.” Contact: MAME [mailto:mame@mame.gen.mi.us].
Oct. 26–28:
Association of Mental Health Librarians [http://www.mhlib.org/annualmeeting.htm], Conference,
Nathan Kline Institute, Orangeburg, New York. Contact: Gary McMillan. [mailto:gmcmillan@psych.org]
Nov. 2–4:
Third Annual International Conference on the Universal Digital Library
[http://tera-3.ul.cs.cmu.edu/icudl2007/], Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
“Legal, Policy, Technical, Commercial, and Human Factor Challenges to a Globally Owned Universal
Digital Library.&rdquo; Contact: Vivian Lee, [mailto:vl@cs.cmu.edu] 412-268- 7170.
Nov. 13:
RFID in Libraries 2007 [http://www.cilip.org.uk/interests/rfid/rfid2007/index.html], QEII
Conference Centre, London. “Putting RFID to Work: Are You Getting Value for Money?” Contact: CILIP
[mailto:info@cilip.org.uk].
Nov. 13–14:
First International M-Libraries Conference [http://library.open.ac.uk/mLibraries/index.html],
Milton Keynes, U.K. This conference, hosted by the Open University in partnership with Athabasca
University, aims to explore and share work carried out in libraries around the world to deliver
services and resources to users “on the move” via a growing plethora of mobile and hand-held
devices. Contact: Open University. [http://www3.open.ac.uk/contact/contactus.aspx?cid=192]
Dec. 12:
Council on Library and Information Resources
[http://www.clir.org/activities/registration/dec07spon.html], Sponsors’ Symposium, Cosmos Club,
Washington, D.C. “The Architecture of Knowledge: How Research Programs and New Courses Are Built.“
Contact: Jessica Wade [mailto:jwade@clir.org].
@ More [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/datebook/datebook.cfm]...
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American Libraries Direct
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U.S. & World News
Libraries examine policies as two
counties target illegals

Following Congress’s failure to pass the
Comprehensive Immigration Reform Act in June,
two counties in Virginia have taken steps to limit
illegal immigrants’ access to public services.
Resolutions passed in July by Prince William and
Loudoun County supervisors could affect library
circulation policies, although agencies in both
counties—including schools, parks, hospitals, housing, sheriffs’
offices, and employment agencies—are scrambling to find out
whether the new directives conflict with federal and state laws and
regulations....

D.C. residents protest branch replacement plans

Some 75 people led by activist Ralph Nader staged a rally outside
the District of Columbia Public Library’s West End branch July 14 to
protest the city council’s vote that week to allow a developer to build
a residential project on the site....

Salinas expands operating hours

Nearly three years after the Salinas, California,
city council voted to close them because of a
massive budget deficit, the city’s three libraries
have made an impressive comeback: The addition
of 10 hours each week per branch, effective July
17, brings the system’s total weekly hours to 117–39 for each
branch....

ALA News
Two surveys show progress in serving young adults
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/july/072507.htm[7/17/2014 1:12:28 PM]

Essential facts,
advice, lists,
documents,
guidelines, lore, wit,
and wisdom: Along
with fun and
irreverence, it’s what
readers have come to
expect from the
“Whole Library” series.
Diane Kresh edits The
Whole Digital Library
Handbook—an
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Two recent surveys illustrate progress in the staffing and use of
library services to young adults. The 2007 Public Library Data Service
Statistical Report found that nearly 90% of public libraries surveyed
offer young adult programs. And a June 2007 poll (PDF file)
conducted for ALA by Harris Interactive found that a significant
number of youths between the ages of 8 and 18 visit both the public
library and the school library media center for personal use....

encyclopedic overview
of digital libraries.
NEW! From ALA
Editions.

Last chance to step up to the plate

All entries for the Step Up to the Plate @ your library program are
due September 1, giving children and young adults 9–18 years of
age their final opportunity for a chance to win a grand prize trip to
the Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum in Cooperstown, New York, by
checking out a baseball book and writing about how their favorite
character inspired them....

AL Focus
The Hollywood Librarian:
World premiere

A huge crowd gathered at the June 22
world premiere of The Hollywood
Librarian at Annual Conference in
Washington, D.C. In this recap (4:54),
attendees enjoy a red-carpet entry
before viewing a film that mixes
representations of librarians in cinema
with current issues facing librarians today. Along with a few special
guests, writer/director Ann Siedl speaks afterwards about the
challenge of marketing ourselves and her plan to distribute the film
in libraries during Banned Books Week....

Foreign book dealers
directory. Find
suppliers of library
materials from many
parts of the world with
searchable lists of
vendors regularly used
by university libraries in
the United States.
Created by a
subcommittee of the
ALCTS Acquisitions
Section’s Publications
Committee.

In this issue
August 2007

David Wiesner interview

Artist David Wiesner speaks (3:49)
with American Libraries Senior Editor
Beverly Goldberg from the Annual
Conference exhibit floor about winning
his third Randolph Caldecott Medal for
Flotsam, how his interest in “visual
storytelling” led him to children’s
books, and the gratifying feedback he
has received from librarians, teachers, and kids....

The Greg Show #2

Spying on Bill Bradley, hotel mixups,
that weird blimp, book cart drill teams,
and lost luggage—all this and more
awaits you in the second chapter
(2:54) of The Greg Show, a skewed
take on the 2007 ALA Annual
Conference in Washington, D.C., by
American Libraries editorial assistant
and first-time conference attendee Greg Landgraf....

Booklist’s Keir Graff

Keir Graff, senior editor of Booklist
Online, speaks (2:25) from the Booklist
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A Library 2.0
Manifesto
Library Stamps of
1982
The Ventriloquist
Who Changed the
World
Annual Conference
Roundup
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booth in the exhibit hall of Annual
Conference in Washington, D.C., about
developing the website, the possibility
of being a “booth babe,” and his new
book My Fellow Americans (Severn
House, October 2007). Then it’s off to
his reading from the exhibit hall’s “Live! @ your library” reading
stage....

Featured review: Books for youth

Rowling, J. K. Harry Potter and the Deathly
Hallows. July 2007. 756p. Scholastic/Arthur A.
Levine, hardcover (978-0-545-01022-1).
The cloak of inevitability hangs on the final
installment of the Harry Potter series. One
must die, one will live. Friends will be
distinguished from foes. All will be revealed. To
Rowling’s great credit, she manages this finale
with the flair and respect for her audience that have
permeated the previous six novels, though the mood here is
quite different. The story has a certain flatness that extends
through much of the book. Rowling can no longer rely on
diversions like Quidditch matches and trips to Hogsmead for
relief; Harry has made the decision not to return to
Hogwarts. Aided by Hermione and Ron, he will instead search
for the remaining Horcruxes that hide pieces of Voldemorte’s
soul....

Career Leads
from

Children’s Librarian.
The County of Henrico
Public Library System,
Richmond, Virginia, is
accepting applications
for three Children’s
Librarian I positions.
Provides information
services,
programming,
collection
development, and
outreach to Henrico
citizens, primarily
serving children from
birth to grade 6.

@ More jobs...

And so it ends

Ilene Cooper writes: “Not everyone
gets to live through a cultural
phenomenon, but if you do, it is
something you never forget, the
sort of experience that bonds a
generation. For baby boomers,
lightning-in-a-bottle came in the form of the Beatles, who
changed music and just about everything else. Another British
phenomenon began in 1997, when the first Harry Potter book
was published in the UK under the title Harry Potter and the
Philosopher’s Stone. The buzz began immediately, and
Scholastic’s bid for the American rights set a record high for
a children’s book. Under the title Harry Potter and the
Sorcerer’s Stone, the novel was launched in the U.S. with
plenty of fanfare, but it was the captivating story of the
young wizard that made the book a hit.”...

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
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Choice Editor Irv
Rockwood reminisces
about the magazine’s
past 10 years of
reviewing websites.

Despite an authorization
level of $250 million, the
Improving Literacy
Through School
Libraries program
received only $19 million
in FY2007. Eight states—
Delaware, the District of

AL Direct, July 25, 2007

Division News
WrestleMania reading
challenge

Registration ends July 31 for YALSA’s
WrestleMania Reading Challenge,
sponsored by YALSA with support from
World Wrestling Entertainment. The
program is designed to encourage teens
in grades 7–12 to continue their reading
beyond Teen Read Week and win prizes donated by WWE. Teen
participants can win a trip for two to WrestleMania 24. Every teen
who turns in a reading log at the end of the challenge will win a prize
from WWE; for grand prize eligibility, teens must also submit an
essay on the topic “Why WrestleMania Got Me Reading.” Librarians
who register can win $2,000 for their libraries....

John Wood to keynote PLA Conference

John Wood, founder and CEO of Room to Read, will
present the keynote address at the Opening General
Session at the PLA 12th National Conference, on
Wednesday, March 26, 2008, in Minneapolis. Since its
start in 2000, Room to Read has sponsored the
opening of more than 280 school and 3,600
multilingual libraries across the developing world....

ALCTS Serials Section changes name, mission

The ALCTS Serials Section has changed its name to the Continuing
Resources Section. With the new name comes a revised mission,
which will be to contribute to library service and librarianship through
development of theory and practice concerning continuing resources
in all formats....

Read A Whole New Mind in Reno

Daniel H. Pink’s A Whole New Mind will be the topic of
discussion during the One Book One Conference, an
early-morning book-discussion session held Friday,
October 26, during AASL’s 13th National Conference
and Exhibition in Reno, Nevada. Pink, who will deliver
the keynote speech at the Opening General Session,
charts the rise of right-brain thinking and lists six
aptitudes that people and groups must have in order
to succeed in this outsourced world....

Round Table News
DttP cover contest

The Government Documents Round Table is seeking
photographs for the cover of the Spring 2008 issue
of Documents to the People. Submissions may
include images of state, local, federal, foreign, or
international publications. Photo orientation should
be portrait (not landscape). Digital photos must be
at least 300 dpi. Submit all images to Andrea
Sevetson by December 1....
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Columbia, Hawaii,
Nevada, New Hampshire,
Vermont, Utah, and
Wyoming—have never
received funding under
this program. Congress is
currently considering
funding levels for
FY2008. The House
Labor, Health and Human
Services, and Education
FY2008 Appropriations bill
provides $19.486 million
for the program and the
Senate Appropriations
Committee recommended
$23 million for the
program. Contact your
Members of Congress
and tell them to provide
additional funding for the
Improving Literacy
Through School Libraries
program.

Public
Perception
How the World
Sees Us

“When I was living
in Washington, the
Library of Congress
became crucial to
my work. In those
days, readers who
wanted to use it on
a daily basis were
given a carrel in the
dome. This was one
of the most
astonishing
interiors I have
known —attics
around a sphere
entirely scaffolded
with shelving and
interspersed among
this Piranesi-like
colonnade, battered
wooden tables and
chairs facing a
small bookcase all
of one’s own on
which 100 titles
could be kept.
    “We were cellular
—larval—creatures
up there in the
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Awards
Improving Literacy Through School Libraries grants
announced

U.S. Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings joined Laura Bush July
24 to announce $19 million in federal funds to enhance libraries in
78 low-income school districts across the United States. Visiting
Driggs Elementary School in Waterbury, Connecticut, one beneficiary
of an Improving Literacy Through School Libraries Grant, Spellings
and Bush underscored the need to equip all students with a strong
reading foundation so they can achieve grade-level success under No
Child Left Behind....
U.S. Department of Education, July 24

SPARC announces Mind Mashup
contest

The Scholarly Publishing and Academic
Resources Coalition launched on July 25 the
first annual SPARC Discovery Awards, a contest to promote the open
exchange of information. “Mind Mashup,” the 2007 theme, calls on
entrants to illustrate in a short video (2 minutes or less) the
importance of sharing ideas and information of all kinds. Submissions
are due by December 2....
Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition, July 25

Texas Senate honors Loriene Roy

The Texas State Senate has adopted a proclamation honoring ALA
President Loriene Roy. The proclamation recognizes Roy for her “deep
concern with matters of education, social justice, and literacy” and
for “her philosophy of inclusiveness and for drawing on her American
Indian heritage to embrace a library ethos based on the guiding ideas
of community, collaboration, and culture.”...

shadowy, motefilled light; close to
the vertiginous
multitude of the
books as the
shelves bent away
round the curving
space. Every book
has its own smell,
its grain, its weight
under the fingers,
its creep and gait of
printed characters,
its air and speech
and style of rustle.
In the dome, I
came to know the
life of books as
beings animate
through time,
acquiring
unmistakable
individuality.”
—British writer Marina
Warner, from a speech
given at the British Library’s
annual dinner, The Times,
July 21.

Ask the ALA
Librarian

NewsWatch Native America, July 25

Seen Online
For NYPL, a trove of New York
Times records

The New York Times has donated a vast
collection of personal letters, financial
documents, confidential reports, and
photographs—more than 700,000 pages
in all—to the New York Public Library.
The archives, which have been previously made available to authors
on occasion, include records of the newspaper’s founding, its sale to
Adolph S. Ochs, editorial direction, advertising policies, and tensions
between the newsroom and the ruling Sulzberger family....
New York Times, July 25

Clintons give $100,000 to South Carolina library

The Clintons are donating $100,000 to a South Carolina library to be
named after one of Hillary Rodham Clinton’s mentors, children’s
rights activist Marian Wright Edelman. Organizers plan to build a
library named after Edelman in her hometown of Bennettsville, S.C.
The Clintons are making the donation through the Clinton Family
Foundation, which they created after leaving the White House....
Associated Press, July 25
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Q. Does the
American Library
Association have a
division to help
those of us working
with prison
libraries?
A. Yes, both a division
and an office! The
Association of
Specialized and
Cooperative Library
Agencies (ASCLA)
represents state
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More on Maricopa

Andrew LaVallee writes: “The opening of a Dewey-free facility in the
Maricopa County (Ariz.) Library District has sparked heated debate in
the library world. But the debate, say many librarians, is about more
than one branch’s organizational system. It feeds into a broader,
increasingly urgent discussion about libraries, where a growing
number of patrons, used to Google and Yahoo, simply don’t look for
books and information the way they used to.” Karen Schneider has
more details....
Wall Street Journal, July 20; ALA TechSource blog, July 23

Stonewall Library is premiere
archive for gay/lesbian materials

Located in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, the
Stonewall Library and Archives boasts the
largest private collection of gay and lesbian
writings, videos, and historical documents in
the southeastern United States. The library’s
circulating collection is open to anyone over
18 and includes common subject areas such as gay and lesbian
fiction, nonfiction, sociology, history, and art. It also stocks 60 gay
periodicals from across the country....
Fort Lauderdale South Florida Sun-Sentinel, July 24

D.C. library gets a lift

For more than five years, day or night, summer or winter, one thing
was always the same at the District of Columbia central library: At
least two elevators were out of service, and those who tried the
others were tempting fate. Then one recent day, it happened: All five
worked. For Head Librarian Ginnie Cooper, restoring elevator service
at the main library was no small feat....

library agencies,
specialized library
agencies, multitype
library cooperatives,
and independent
librarians. Specialized
library agencies are
those organizations
that provide materials
and services to meet
the information needs
of persons whose
access to library
services and materials
is limited because of
confinement, sensory,
mental, physical,
health, or behavioral
conditions. The
Libraries Serving
Special Populations
Section (LSSPS) is the
section that
represents members
with interests in this
area. Interface, the
online newsletter for
ASCLA, has published
(and collected into a
single page) articles
on prison libraries.

Two FBI agents visited Atlanta bookstore employee Marc Schultz after
they were tipped off that he had been reading something “suspicious”
in a coffee shop. Turns out it was a printout of a column by Hal
Crowther titled “Weapons of Mass Stupidity” that appeared in a
Tampa free weekly. Schultz writes: “I say it seems like a dark day
when an American citizen regards reading as a threat, and downright
pitch-black when the federal government agrees.”...

ALA’s Office for
Literacy and Outreach
Services (OLOS)
supports, serves, and
promotes adult
literacy and equity of
information access
initiatives for
traditionally
underserved
populations through
training, information
resources, and
technical assistance.
There are resources
for library services to
incarcerated people
and ex-offenders,
including “Behind the
Walls @ your library,”
a regular online
column. See the ALA
Professional Tips
wiki for further
assistance.

The Guantánamo library

The ALA Librarian
welcomes your

Washington Post, July 24

I play banned games

Scores of preteens and teens will compete
July 29 in the popular, alien-killing Halo 2
video game tournament at the Mount Prospect
(Ill.) Public Library. While the library will
require permission slips to play, the slips will
not spell out that the bloody and violent Halo
2 is rated by an independent video rating
board specifically for those 17 and up—not the junior high and high
school students that the library is targeting. That has the National
Institute on Media and the Family calling the library event
“irresponsible.”...
Arlington Heights (Ill.) Daily Herald, July 24

FBI investigates suspicious reading in public

Creative Loafing (Atlanta), July 17

Detainee Abdul Aziz, in a declassified
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letter, reveals the paucity of reading
material in the Guantánamo Bay
detention camp: “The truth, as all will
attest, is that the Gitmo camp library is
nothing more than two small gray boxes
with which guards walk around in some
cell blocks, carrying them above their
heads to protect themselves from the burning sun, or, at best,
dragging them on a dolly with two little wheels. Inside the two boxes,
there are no more than a combination of old, worn-out books, with
their covers and some of their leaves torn by rain and other adverse
factors.”...
Huffington Post, July 22

Congress: P2P networks harm national security

Politicians charged July 24 that peer-to-peer networks can pose a
“national security threat” because they enable federal employees to
share sensitive or classified documents accidentally from their
computers. At a hearing on the topic, Government Reform
Committee Chairman Henry Waxman (D-Calif.) said, without offering
details, that he is considering new laws aimed at addressing the
problem. He said he was troubled by the possibility that foreign
governments, terrorists, or organized crime could gain access to
documents that reveal national secrets....
C|Net news.com, July 25

Alabama librarian’s workers’ comp ruling to be
reviewed

An Alabama appeals court July 20 ordered the Madison County Circuit
Court to review part of its ruling on a workers’ compensation case
involving a celebrated retired Huntsville librarian. Nevada Easley, who
retired as branch manager of the Bessie K. Russell Branch of the
Huntsville–Madison County Public Library in 2005, sued for benefits
for an arm injury sustained while she was emptying a book bin in
2004. Easley was among the first black employees to integrate the
staff of the city-county library system in January 1966....
Huntsville (Ala.) Times, July 21

Poisonous leak at Yunnan Provincial Library

Thirty-nine people, including eight schoolchildren and 29 library staff,
were hospitalized July 21 after being poisoned by a leak of
concentrated carbon dioxide at the Yunnan Provincial Library in
Kunming, China. The leak in the library’s fire extinguisher system
created a large white cloud of carbon dioxide that quickly spread to
the first and second floors. Those affected by the leak suffered from
dizziness, nausea, vomiting, and shortness of breath....
Go Kunming, July 23; Shanghai Daily, July 22

Tech Talk
Google’s $4.6-billion plan for an open wireless
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questions.

Julia Schneider discusses
a survey of California
prisons, sent out
recently to gauge the
opinions of the state’s
prison librarians on their
work and work conditions,
in the Summer issue of
ASCLA’s Interface.

Calendar
Sept. 19–
Oct. 31:

Newberry Library,
Chicago. Seven
Wednesday sessions.
“Danger Ahead!
Banned Books As Art
and Controversy.”
Seminar on the
literary value and
controversies
surrounding The
Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn, Of
Mice and Men, Catch22, The Catcher in the
Rye, and To Kill a
Mockingbird. Contact:
Newberry Library
Seminars.

Sept. 24–25:

National
Information
Standards
Organization, EResource Management
Forum, Magnolia
Hotel, Denver,
Colorado. “The What,
Why, and How for
Managing EResources.” Contact:
NISO.

Sept. 28:

Authors As Experts
Web Seminar. “A
Practical Guide to

AL Direct, July 25, 2007

network

Salon’s Farhad Manjoo writes: “Google announced July 20 it would
set aside at least $4.6 billion to purchase a slice of the public
airwaves in an upcoming government auction of radio spectrum. The
company is imposing one condition on its money: It will only
participate, it says, if the FCC requires that all bidders for the radio
waves be forced to adhere to principles of Internet ‘openness.’ You
can think of it as the network neutrality debate for wireless.”...
Machinist blog, July 20; Google blog, July 20

Swedish woman has fastest residential internet
connection

She is a latecomer to the information superhighway, but 75-year-old
Sigbritt Lothberg is now cruising the internet with a dizzying speed.
Lothberg’s 40 gigabits-per-second fiber-optic connection in Karlstad
is believed to be the fastest residential uplink in the world. In less
than 2 seconds, Lothberg can download a full-length movie on her
home computer....
Associated Press, July 19

12 ways to use Facebook
professionally

Judi Sohn writes: “Facebook has to be the most
talked about, and the most misunderstood, web service/platform
right now. Think of Facebook as a professional tool, and that’s what
it is. It doesn’t matter how millions of high school and college
students are using Facebook to get out of doing homework. You can
make it into whatever you want, even your own personal media
broadcasting channel.”...
Web Worker Daily, July 24

Technorati and Craigslist, where did you go?

A power outage hit downtown San Francisco the afternoon of July 24,
leaving thousands of residents without power and knocking popular
websites such as Craigslist, GameSpot, Yelp, Technorati, TypePad,
and Netflix offline for a few hours. The power failure—caused by an
explosion under a manhole cover on Mission Street—apparently hit
365 Main, a 227,000-square-foot data center in downtown San
Francisco, particularly hard. The data colocation center’s client list
includes Craigslist and C|Net networks’ GameSpot, a sister site of
News.com....
C|Net NewsBlog , July 24

UK study: Cell phone tower sickness all in the mind

Cell phone relay towers are not responsible for the symptoms of ill
health some blame them for, a major UK study says. Dozens of
people who believed the masts triggered symptoms such as anxiety,
nausea, and tiredness could not detect if signals were on or off in
trials. However, the Environmental Health Perspectives study stressed
people were nonetheless suffering “real symptoms.”...
BBC News, July 25

Google bristles over search criticism

Google Enterprise Product Management Director Matt Glotzbach
threw down the gauntlet July 24 and accused Autonomy, an
enterprise search company, of lying about Google’s search technology
to scare potential customers. At issue is an Autonomy white paper
that describes Google’s enterprise search technology using, as
Glotzbach put it, “[i]naccuracies about our enterprise ranking
algorithms, and downright fabrications about our security and access

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/july/072507.htm[7/17/2014 1:12:28 PM]

Fantasy,” featuring
Mirrorstone Editor
Nina Hess. Contact:
Raab Associates, 914241-2117.

Sept. 29–Oct. 6:
Banned Books
Week. Contact: ALA
Office for Intellectual
Freedom.

Oct. 7–11:

International
Association of
Aquatic and Marine
Science Libraries
and Information
Centers, Annual
Conference, Sarasota,
Florida. “Changes on
the Horizon.” Contact:
Barb Butler.

Oct. 12–13:

Oregon Association
of School Libraries,
Annual Conference,
Seaside, Oregon.
“Making Waves:
Sneaker, Surfing, and
Tsunami Ideas.”
Contact: OASL.

Oct. 14–16:

New England
Library Association,
Annual Conference,
Sturbridge,
Massachusetts. “NELA
Stars in Sturbridge.”
Contact: NELA.

Oct. 17–20:

Northeast Regional
Law Libraries
Meeting, Toronto
Marriott Downtown
Eaton Centre.
“Libraries Without
Borders II.” Contact:
Steven Weiter.

Oct. 21–27:

National Friends of
Libraries Week.
Contact: FOLUSA.
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control capabilities.”...
Information Week, July 25

Actions & Answers
The Jetset show goes to Harry
Potter Square

Jetset—an online pop culture show for
young adults that features cool, weird,
fun, geeky, underground, true-to-life,
curious, quirky things and people found
online and off—visits the crowd waiting
in line for the first Deathly Hallows books
at Scholastic’s Harry Potter Square (starting at about 2:53). An
earlier episode featured Scholastic’s Knight Bus visiting the Los
Angeles Public Library (starting at 2:20)....
Jetset, July 16, 23

Harry Potter celebrations

ILoveLibraries.org is collecting examples of library events around the
country surrounding the release of Harry Potter and the Deathly
Hallows—parties, late-night festivities, and read-a-thons. If you want
to share your library’s events, visit the ILoveLibraries “Libraries in
the News” blog and add your event to the comments....
ILoveLibraries.org

Roy on the future of library science

In this podcast, ALA President Loriene Roy discusses the evolution of
library science programs (including for some the evolution away from
the “library name”), the role of LIS professors within ALA, and the
increased need for library programs in training paraprofessionals who
are taking on more responsibilities in the workplace....
Inside Higher Ed, July 25

The games people play—in libraries

Tom Peters writes: “On the first day of the first-ever
ALA TechSource Gaming, Learning, and Libraries
Symposium in Chicago July 22, Scott Nicholson from
the Syracuse University Library Game Lab released a
report on ‘The Role of Gaming in Libraries: Taking the
Pulse’ (PDF file). He cites an industry report indicating that sales of
games have outpaced motion picture box office sales and should
surpass music sales in the near future.”...
ALA TechSource blog, July 23

Are you a tool of the old education paradigm?

Steven Bell writes: “In an essay titled ‘Changing Paradigms’ found on
the final page of the latest issue (July-August 2007) of Educational
Technology, Marc Prensky claims that teachers still don’t get it
because instead of adapting new technology and new ways of
teaching with it, they persist in using the tools of the past. What are
some of the tools of the past? Oh, you know, encyclopedias,
multiplication tables, spelling rules, and libraries. Wait a minute. Did
he just say ‘libraries’?”...
ACRLog, July 23

Web Wise proceedings available

The Institute of Museum and Library Services is
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Oct. 22:

International School
Library Day.
“Learning: Powered by
Your School Library.”
Contact: International
Association of School
Libraries.

Oct. 22–26:

Triangle Research
Libraries Network,
Friday Center,
University of North
Carolina at Chapel
Hill. “Management
Academy: The
Business of Libraries.”
Attendance is limited
to 15 participants
from TRLN Libraries
and 15 from the wider
academic library
community. Contact:
TRLN, 919-962-8022.

Oct. 24–26:

International
Cultural Heritage
Informatics
Meeting, Toronto,
Ontario. Contact:
ICHIM07.

Nov. 2–4:

United States Board
on Books for Young
People, Regional
Conference, Westward
Look Resort, Tucson,
Arizona. “Children
Between Worlds:
Intercultural Relations
in Books for Children
and Young Adults.”
Contact: USBBY.

Nov. 7–10:

XXVII Charleston
Conference, Issues
in Book and Serial
Acquisition,
Charleston, South
Carolina. “What
Tangled Webs We
Weave.” Contact:
Beth Bernhardt.

@ More...
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offering the 2007 proceedings of its signature Web
Wise conference, “Stewardship in the Digital Age:
Managing Museum and Library Collections for
Preservation and Use” (PDF file), held February 28–
March 2 in Washington, D.C. It contains summaries of
each session, keynote speeches, project
demonstrations, podcasts, and brief biographies of the
speakers....

Contact Us

American Libraries
Direct

Institute of Museum and Library Services, July 19

The pros and cons of virtual
meetings

Meredith Farkas writes: “There are things
lost in virtual meetings. Virtual meetings start
when people come into the space and end
when the formal discussion ends. They are
often more focused. Things are mentioned in
passing at a face-to-face meeting that become important. A lot of
times, the casual discussions before and after meetings are actually
more important than what goes on during the meeting.”...
Information Wants to Be Free blog, July 21

New Melvyl catalog will run on WorldCat

(PDF file)

The University of California Libraries are working in collaboration with
OCLC Online Computer Library Center to pilot a Next Generation
Melvyl Catalog supported by OCLC’s WorldCat Local system.
Scheduled for launch in 2008, the catalog will offer a single search
box, relevancy ranking of search results, result sets that bring
multiple versions of a work together, faceted browsing, citation
formatting options, and cover art....
California Digital Library, June 22

Where to find public records online

While our most private information can (usually) not
be found online, you can track down items like birth
certificates, marriage and divorce information,
obituaries, and licenses on the Web. Wendy Boswell
offers a couple dozen tips on where to find public
records online....
Lifehacker, July 23

Get grandpa’s FBI file

Attorney and FOIA researcher Michael J.
Ravnitzky has set up an informational website
that explains how to obtain an FBI file on
anyone, deceased or (with that person’s
permission) alive. Get Grandpa’s FBI File walks
you through the process and creates appropriate
form letters for you to send to FBI field offices....
Get Grandpa’s FBI File

Bill could hasten demise of FCC indecency
regulation

In early July, Sen. Jay Rockefeller (D-W.Va.) introduced a relatively
unnoticed bill, the Protecting Children from Indecent Programming
Act (S. 1780), that effectively overturns a major court decision in the
area of free expression: Fox Television Stations v. FCC, which held
that the FCC’s assertion that a single use of a curse word on
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broadcast television was indecent violated the Administrative
Procedure Act. The ACLU says the bill is contrary to the First
Amendment, but it might force the courts to determine whether the
FCC really has the constitutional authority to regulate isolated
utterances....
Center for Democracy & Technology, PolicyBeta blog, July 17; ACLU, July 18

Books Across America grants

The National Education Association Foundation is
making grants of $1,000 to public schools serving
economically disadvantaged students to purchase
books for school libraries. The applicant must be a
practicing preK–12 school librarian, teacher, or
education-support professional in a U.S. public
school. At least 70% of the students in the school must be eligible
for the free or reduced-price lunch program. Deadline for applications
is November 12....
NEA Foundation

Creating a YA blog

Josh Bernstein, of the Capital Area District Library in Lansing,
Michigan, writes: “Recently my library system decided to start a YA
blog. Previously we did not have much of an online presence for our
teens and this will hopefully mark a change in the right direction. I
wanted to share some of our goals and thoughts behind the blog so
they might aid other librarians, but also so those of you who already
have one can advise us on what will and won’t work. So let the
comments fly.”...
Alternative Teen Services blog, July 19

Amsterdam’s new public library is
the largest in Europe

Princess Laurentien of the Netherlands opened
the new Amsterdam Central Library to the
public at a special July 7 ceremony. Novelist
Hella Haasse read her Ode to the Amsterdam
Public Library, written for the occasion, and
the princess read a fairy tale, specially written
by author Sieb Posthuma, to a group of 7-year
olds. Designed by Dutch architect Jo Coenen, the 28,000-squaremeter building is the largest public library in Europe....

Openbare Bibliotheek Amsterdam, July 18

Canadian Library Association moves to open access
The CLA Executive Council has approved some recommendations
from its Open Access Task Force that move the association towards
providing virtually all of its intellectual property free of charge online,
free of most copyright and licensing restrictions, with the exception
of Feliciter and its monographs....
CLA Digest, June 29

Find a book to match your mood

Whichbook gives readers an enjoyable way to find books to match
their mood. You can either choose types of characters, plots, or
settings; or select from sliding scales of moods (happy/sad,
optimistic/bleak, no sex/sex). This web application is run by Opening
the Book Ltd. in the UK, which gives it an international flavor of
choices....
Whichbook.net
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Houghton Mifflin buys a piece of Reed
Elsevier

Houghton Mifflin Company has signed an agreement
to acquire the Harcourt Education, Harcourt Trade,
and Greenwood-Heinemann divisions of Reed Elsevier
for $4 billion. The move makes it the owner of such
familiar imprints as Libraries Unlimited, Greenwood
Press, Praeger, Raintree, and Holt Rinehart and Winston. Analysts
say private equity has been attracted to the educational business by
steady cash flows, a relative lack of competition, and expectations
that spending will increase in coming years as big states like
California step up textbook-replacement programs....
Houghton Mifflin, July 16; International Herald Tribune, July 22
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U.S. & World News
=====================================================================================
===============
Libraries examine policies as two counties target illegals
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/july2007/immigrants.cfm]
Following Congress&rsquo;s failure to pass the Comprehensive Immigration Reform Act in June, two
counties in Virginia have taken steps to limit illegal immigrants&rsquo; access to public
services. Resolutions passed in July by Prince William and Loudoun County supervisors could affect
library circulation policies, although agencies in both counties&mdash;including schools, parks,
hospitals, housing, sheriffs&rsquo; offices, and employment agencies&mdash;are scrambling to find
out whether the new directives conflict with federal and state laws and regulations....
D.C. residents protest branch replacement plans
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/july2007/naderwestend.cfm]
Some 75 people led by activist Ralph Nader staged a rally outside the District of Columbia Public
Library&rsquo;s West End branch July 14 to protest the city council&rsquo;s vote that week to
allow a developer to build a residential project on the site....
Salinas expands operating hours
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[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/july2007/salinashours.cfm]
Nearly three years after the Salinas, California, city council voted to close them because of a
massive budget deficit, the city&rsquo;s three libraries have made an impressive comeback: The
addition of 10 hours each week per branch, effective July 17, brings the system&rsquo;s total
weekly hours to 117&ndash;39 for each branch....
=====================================================================================
===============
[http://www.hwwilson.com]
=====================================================================================
===============
ALA News
=====================================================================================
===============
Two surveys show progress in serving young adults
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/july2007/yalsastudy07.htm]
Two recent surveys illustrate progress in the staffing and use of library services to young
adults. The Public Library Data Service Statistical Report
[http://www.pla.org/ala/pla/plapubs/pldsstatreport/pldsstatistical.cfm] found that nearly 90% of
public libraries surveyed offer young adult programs. And a June 2007 poll (PDF file
[http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/HarrisYouthPoll.pdf]) conducted for ALA by Harris Interactive found
that a significant number of youths between the ages of 8 and 18 visit both the public library and
the school library media center for personal use....
Last chance to step up to the plate [http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/july2007/suplc07.htm]
All entries for the Step Up to the Plate @ your library program are due
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pio/campaign/sponsorship/stepuptotheplateyourlibrary/stepup2007.htm]
September 1, giving children and young adults 9–18 years of age their final opportunity for a
chance to win a grand prize trip to the Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum in Cooperstown, New York,
by checking out a baseball book and writing about how their favorite character inspired them....
AL Focus
=====================================================================================
===============
World premiere [http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/hollywood-librarian-world-premiere]
A huge crowd gathered at the June 22 world premiere of The Hollywood Librarian at Annual
Conference in Washington, D.C. In this recap (4:54), attendees enjoy a red-carpet entry before
viewing a film that mixes representations of librarians in cinema with current issues facing
librarians today. Along with a few special guests, writer/director Ann Siedl speaks afterwards
about the challenge of marketing ourselves and her plan to distribute the film in libraries during
Banned Books Week....
David Wiesner interview [http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/david-wiesner-interview]
Artist David Wiesner speaks (3:49) with American Libraries Senior Editor Beverly Goldberg from the
Annual Conference exhibit floor about winning his third Randolph Caldecott Medal for Flotsam, how
his interest in “visual storytelling” led him to children’s books, and the gratifying feedback he
has received from librarians, teachers, and kids....
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The Greg Show #2 [http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/greg-show-2]
Spying on Bill Bradley, hotel mixups, that weird blimp, book cart drill teams, and lost
luggage—all this and more awaits you in the second chapter (2:54) of The Greg Show, a skewed take
on the 2007 ALA Annual Conference in Washington, D.C., by American Libraries editorial assistant
and first-time conference attendee Greg Landgraf....
&#8217;s Keir Graff [http://alfocus.ala.org/videos/booklists-keir-graff-reading]
Keir Graff, senior editor of Booklist Online, speaks (2:25) from the Booklist booth in the exhibit
hall of Annual Conference in Washington, D.C., about developing the website, the possibility of
being a “booth babe,” and his new book My Fellow Americans (Severn House, October 2007). Then it’s
off to his reading from the exhibit hall’s “Live! @ your library” reading stage....

Featured review: Books for youth
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=2160283]
Rowling, J. K. Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows. July 2007. 756p. Scholastic/Arthur A. Levine,
hardcover (978-0-545-01022-1).
The cloak of inevitability hangs on the final installment of the Harry Potter series. One must
die, one will live. Friends will be distinguished from foes. All will be revealed. To
Rowling&rsquo;s great credit, she manages this finale with the flair and respect for her audience
that have permeated the previous six novels, though the mood here is quite different. The story
has a certain flatness that extends through much of the book. Rowling can no longer rely on
diversions like Quidditch matches and trips to Hogsmead for relief; Harry has made the decision
not to return to Hogwarts. Aided by Hermione and Ron, he will instead search for the remaining
Horcruxes that hide pieces of Voldemorte&rsquo;s soul....
And so it ends [http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=2045691]
Ilene Cooper writes: “Not everyone gets to live through a cultural phenomenon, but if you do, it
is something you never forget, the sort of experience that bonds a generation. For baby boomers,
lightning-in-a-bottle came in the form of the Beatles, who changed music and just about everything
else. Another British phenomenon began in 1997, when the first Harry Potter book was published in
the UK under the title Harry Potter and the Philosopher&rsquo;s Stone. The buzz began immediately,
and Scholastic&rsquo;s bid for the American rights set a record high for a children&rsquo;s book.
Under the title Harry Potter and the Sorcerer&rsquo;s Stone, the novel was launched in the U.S.
with plenty of fanfare, but it was the captivating story of the young wizard that made the book a
hit.”...
@ Visit Booklist Online [http://www.booklistonline.com/] for other reviews and much more....

Division News
=====================================================================================
===============
WrestleMania reading challenge
[http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/teenreading/trw/trw2007/wrestlemania.htm]
Registration ends July 31 for YALSA’s WrestleMania Reading Challenge, sponsored by YALSA with
support from World Wrestling Entertainment. The program is designed to encourage teens in grades
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7–12 to continue their reading beyond Teen Read Week and win prizes donated by WWE. Teen
participants can win a trip for two to WrestleMania 24. Every teen who turns in a reading log at
the end of the challenge will win a prize from WWE; for grand prize eligibility, teens must also
submit an essay on the topic “Why WrestleMania Got Me Reading.” Librarians who register can win
$2,000 for their libraries....
John Wood to keynote PLA Conference [http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/july2007/pla0s08.htm]
John Wood, founder and CEO of Room to Read, will present the keynote address at the Opening
General Session at the PLA 12th National Conference, on Wednesday, March 26, 2008, in Minneapolis.
Since its start in 2000, Room to Read has sponsored the opening of more than 280 school and 3,600
multilingual libraries across the developing world....
ALCTS Serials Section changes name, mission
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/july2007/alctsnc07.htm]
The ALCTS Serials Section has changed its name to the Continuing Resources Section. With the new
name comes a revised mission, which will be to contribute to library service and librarianship
through development of theory and practice concerning continuing resources in all formats....
in Reno [http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/july2007/aaslr08.htm]
Daniel H. Pink’s A Whole New Mind will be the topic of discussion during the One Book One
Conference, an early-morning book-discussion session held Friday, October 26, during AASL’s 13th
National Conference and Exhibition in Reno, Nevada. Pink, who will deliver the keynote speech at
the Opening General Session, charts the rise of right-brain thinking and lists six aptitudes that
people and groups must have in order to succeed in this outsourced world....
Round Table News
=====================================================================================
===============
DttP cover contest [http://www.ala.org/ala/godort/dttp/covercontest.htm]
The Government Documents Round Table is seeking photographs for the cover of the Spring 2008 issue
of Documents to the People. Submissions may include images of state, local, federal, foreign, or
international publications. Photo orientation should be portrait (not landscape). Digital photos
must be at least 300 dpi. Submit all images to Andrea Sevetson [mailto:dttp.editor@verizon.net] by
December 1....
Awards
=====================================================================================
===============
Improving Literacy Through School Libraries grants announced
[http://www.ed.gov/news/pressreleases/2007/07/07242007.html]
U.S. Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings joined Laura Bush July 24 to announce $19 million
in federal funds to enhance libraries in 78 low-income school districts across the United States.
Visiting Driggs Elementary School in Waterbury, Connecticut, one beneficiary of an Improving
Literacy Through School Libraries Grant, Spellings and Bush underscored the need to equip all
students with a strong reading foundation so they can achieve grade-level success under No Child
Left Behind....
U.S. Department of Education, July 24
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SPARC announces Mind Mashup contest [http://www.sparkyawards.org/]
The Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition launched on July 25 the first annual
SPARC Discovery Awards, a contest to promote the open exchange of information. “Mind Mashup,” the
2007 theme, calls on entrants to illustrate in a short video (2 minutes or less) the importance of
sharing ideas and information of all kinds. Submissions are due by December 2....
Scholarly Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition, July 25
Texas Senate honors Loriene Roy [http://www.newswatchnativeamerica.com/070725.RoyProc.htm]
The Texas State Senate has adopted a proclamation honoring ALA President Loriene Roy. The
proclamation recognizes Roy for her “deep concern with matters of education, social justice, and
literacy” and for “her philosophy of inclusiveness and for drawing on her American Indian heritage
to embrace a library ethos based on the guiding ideas of community, collaboration, and culture.”...
NewsWatch Native America, July 25
Seen Online
=====================================================================================
===============
records [http://www.nytimes.com/2007/07/25/arts/design/25arch.html?_r=1&adxnnl=1&oref=slogin]
The New York Times has donated a vast collection of personal letters, financial documents,
confidential reports, and photographs&mdash;more than 700,000 pages in all&mdash;to the New York
Public Library. The archives, which have been previously made available to authors on occasion,
include records of the newspaper&rsquo;s founding, its sale to Adolph S. Ochs, editorial
direction, advertising policies, and tensions between the newsroom and the ruling Sulzberger
family....
New York Times, July 25
Clintons give $100,000 to South Carolina library
[http://www.newsday.com/news/local/wire/newyork/ny-bc-ny--clintons-donation0724jul24,0,7939242.story
]
The Clintons are donating $100,000 to a South Carolina library to be named after one of Hillary
Rodham Clinton's mentors, children’s rights activist Marian Wright Edelman. Organizers plan to
build a library named after Edelman in her hometown of Bennettsville, S.C. The Clintons are making
the donation through the Clinton Family Foundation, which they created after leaving the White
House....
Associated Press, July 25
More on Maricopa [http://online.wsj.com/article/SB118340075827155554.html]
Andrew LaVallee writes: “The opening of a Dewey-free facility in the Maricopa County (Ariz.)
Library District has sparked heated debate in the library world. But the debate, say many
librarians, is about more than one branch’s organizational system. It feeds into a broader,
increasingly urgent discussion about libraries, where a growing number of patrons, used to Google
and Yahoo, simply don’t look for books and information the way they used to.” Karen Schneider
[http://www.techsource.ala.org/blog/2007/07/raising-arizona.html] has more details....
Wall Street Journal, July 20; ALA TechSource blog, July 23
Stonewall Library is premiere archive for gay/lesbian materials
[http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/local/broward/sfl-flbstonewall0724nbjul24,0,7761199.story]
Located in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, the Stonewall Library and Archives
[http://www.stonewall-library.org/] boasts the largest private collection of gay and lesbian
writings, videos, and historical documents in the southeastern United States. The library’s
circulating collection is open to anyone over 18 and includes common subject areas such as gay and
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lesbian fiction, nonfiction, sociology, history, and art. It also stocks 60 gay periodicals from
across the country....
Fort Lauderdale South Florida Sun-Sentinel, July 24
D.C. library gets a lift
[http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/07/23/AR2007072301865.html]
For more than five years, day or night, summer or winter, one thing was always the same at the
District of Columbia central library: At least two elevators were out of service, and those who
tried the others were tempting fate. Then one recent day, it happened: All five worked. For Head
Librarian Ginnie Cooper, restoring elevator service at the main library was no small feat....
Washington Post, July 24
I play banned games [http://www.dailyherald.com/news/cookstory.asp?id=334068]
Scores of preteens and teens will compete July 29 in the popular, alien-killing Halo 2 video game
tournament at the Mount Prospect (Ill.) Public Library. While the library will require permission
slips to play, the slips will not spell out that the bloody and violent Halo 2 is rated by an
independent video rating board specifically for those 17 and up—not the junior high and high
school students that the library is targeting. That has the National Institute on Media and the
Family calling the library event “irresponsible.”...
Arlington Heights (Ill.) Daily Herald, July 24
FBI investigates suspicious reading in public
[http://atlanta.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Content?oid=oid%3A12715&status=rate&ratebtn=5]
Two FBI agents visited Atlanta bookstore employee Marc Schultz after they were tipped off that he
had been reading something “suspicious” in a coffee shop. Turns out it was a printout of a column
by Hal Crowther titled “Weapons of Mass Stupidity
[http://tampa.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/Content?oid=oid%3A2752]” that appeared in a Tampa free
weekly. Schultz writes: “I say it seems like a dark day when an American citizen regards reading
as a threat, and downright pitch-black when the federal government agrees.”...
Creative Loafing (Atlanta), July 17
The Guant&aacute;namo library
[http://www.huffingtonpost.com/andy-worthington/guantanamos-library-ad_b_57320.html]
Detainee Abdul Aziz, in a declassified letter, reveals the paucity of reading material in the
Guantánamo Bay detention camp: “The truth, as all will attest, is that the Gitmo camp library is
nothing more than two small gray boxes with which guards walk around in some cell blocks, carrying
them above their heads to protect themselves from the burning sun, or, at best, dragging them on a
dolly with two little wheels. Inside the two boxes, there are no more than a combination of old,
worn-out books, with their covers and some of their leaves torn by rain and other adverse
factors.”...
Huffington Post, July 22
Congress: P2P networks harm national security
[http://news.com.com/Congress+P2P+networks+harm+national+security/2100-1029_3-6198585.html?tag=nefd.
lede]
Politicians charged July 24 that peer-to-peer networks can pose a “national security threat”
because they enable federal employees to share sensitive or classified documents accidentally from
their computers. At a hearing [http://oversight.house.gov/story.asp?ID=1424] on the topic,
Government Reform Committee Chairman Henry Waxman (D-Calif.) said, without offering details, that
he is considering new laws aimed at addressing the problem. He said he was troubled by the
possibility that foreign governments, terrorists, or organized crime could gain access to
documents that reveal national secrets....
C|Net news.com, July 25
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Alabama librarian&#8217;s workers&#8217; comp ruling to be reviewed
[http://www.al.com/news/huntsvilletimes/index.ssf?/base/news/1185009428321870.xml&coll=1]
An Alabama appeals court July 20 ordered the Madison County Circuit Court to review part of its
ruling on a workers’ compensation case involving a celebrated retired Huntsville librarian. Nevada
Easley, who retired as branch manager of the Bessie K. Russell Branch of the Huntsville–Madison
County Public Library in 2005, sued for benefits for an arm injury sustained while she was
emptying a book bin in 2004. Easley was among the first black employees to integrate the staff of
the city-county library system in January 1966....
Huntsville (Ala.) Times, July 21
Poisonous leak at Yunnan Provincial Library [http://gokunming.com/en/blog/item.php?blog_id=335]
Thirty-nine people, including eight schoolchildren and 29 library staff,
[http://www.shanghaidaily.com/sp/article/2007/200707/20070722/article_324281.htm] were
hospitalized July 21 after being poisoned by a leak of concentrated carbon dioxide at the Yunnan
Provincial Library in Kunming, China. The leak in the library’s fire extinguisher system created a
large white cloud of carbon dioxide that quickly spread to the first and second floors. Those
affected by the leak suffered from dizziness, nausea, vomiting, and shortness of breath....
Go Kunming, July 23; Shanghai Daily, July 22
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===============
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Tech Talk
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Google&#8217;s $4.6-billion plan for an open wireless network
[http://machinist.salon.com/blog/2007/07/20/google_fcc/index.html]
Salon’s Farhad Manjoo writes: “Google announced
[http://googleblog.blogspot.com/2007/07/our-commitment-to-open-broadband.html] July 20 it would
set aside at least $4.6 billion to purchase a slice of the public airwaves in an upcoming
government auction of radio spectrum. The company is imposing one condition on its money: It will
only participate, it says, if the FCC requires that all bidders for the radio waves be forced to
adhere to principles of Internet ‘openness.’ You can think of it as the network neutrality debate
for wireless.”...
Machinist blog, July 20; Google blog, July 20
Swedish woman has fastest residential internet connection
[http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20070719/ap_on_hi_te/sweden_high_speed_internet]
She is a latecomer to the information superhighway, but 75-year-old Sigbritt Lothberg is now
cruising the internet with a dizzying speed. Lothberg’s 40 gigabits-per-second fiber-optic
connection in Karlstad is believed to be the fastest residential uplink in the world. In less than
2 seconds, Lothberg can download a full-length movie on her home computer....
Associated Press, July 19
12 ways to use Facebook professionally
[http://webworkerdaily.com/2007/07/24/12-ways-to-use-facebook-professionally/]
Judi Sohn writes: “Facebook has to be the most talked about, and the most misunderstood, web
service/platform right now. Think of Facebook as a professional tool, and that&rsquo;s what it is.
It doesn&rsquo;t matter how millions of high school and college students are using Facebook to get
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out of doing homework. You can make it into whatever you want, even your own personal media
broadcasting channel.”...
Web Worker Daily, July 24
Technorati and Craigslist, where did you go? [http://news.com.com/8301-10784_3-9749445-7.html]
A power outage [http://sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2007/07/24/BAG9NR67253.DTL&tsp=1] hit
downtown San Francisco the afternoon of July 24, leaving thousands of residents without power and
knocking popular websites such as Craigslist, GameSpot, Yelp, Technorati, TypePad, and Netflix
offline for a few hours. The power failure—caused by an explosion under a manhole cover on Mission
Street—apparently hit 365 Main, a 227,000-square-foot data center in downtown San Francisco,
particularly hard. The data colocation center’s client list includes Craigslist and C|net
networks’ GameSpot, a sister site of News.com....
C|Net NewsBlog , July 24
UK study: Cell phone tower sickness all in the mind [http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/health/6914492.stm]
Cell phone relay towers are not responsible for the symptoms of ill health some blame them for, a
major UK study says. Dozens of people who believed the masts triggered symptoms such as anxiety,
nausea, and tiredness could not detect if signals were on or off in trials. However, the
Environmental Health Perspectives study stressed people were nonetheless suffering “real
symptoms.”...
BBC News, July 25
Google bristles over search criticism
[http://www.informationweek.com/research/showArticle.jhtml?articleID=201200922]
Google Enterprise Product Management Director Matt Glotzbach threw down the gauntlet July 24 and
accused Autonomy, an enterprise search company, of lying about Google’s search technology to scare
potential customers. At issue is an Autonomy white paper that describes Google’s enterprise search
technology using, as Glotzbach put it, “[i]naccuracies about our enterprise ranking algorithms,
and downright fabrications about our security and access control capabilities.”...
Information Week, July 25
Actions & Answers
=====================================================================================
===============
show goes to Harry Potter Square
[http://jetsetshow.com/2007/07/sharing_jetset_live_miro_harry.html]
Jetset—an online pop culture show for young adults that features cool, weird, fun, geeky,
underground, true-to-life, curious, quirky things and people found online and off—visits the crowd
waiting in line for the first Deathly Hallows books at Scholastic’s Harry Potter Square (starting
at about 2:53). An earlier episode
[http://jetsetshow.com/2007/07/top_5_iphone_games_harry_potte.html] featured Scholastic’s Knight
Bus visiting the Los Angeles Public Library (starting at 2:20)....
Jetset, July 16, 23
Harry Potter celebrations [http://www.ilovelibraries.org/news/topstories/harrypotter.cfm]
ILoveLibraries.org is collecting examples of library events around the country surrounding the
release of Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows—parties, late-night festivities, and read-a-thons.
If you want to share your library’s events, visit ILoveLibraries &#8220;Libraries in the
News&#8221; blog [http://www.ilovelibraries.ala.org/news/] and add your event to the comments....
ILoveLibraries.org
Roy on the future of library science [http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2007/07/25/roy]
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In this podcast, ALA President Loriene Roy discusses the evolution of library science programs
(including for some the evolution away from the &ldquo;library name”), the role of LIS professors
within ALA, and the increased need for library programs in training paraprofessionals who are
taking on more responsibilities in the workplace....
Inside Higher Ed, July 25
The games people play&#8212;in libraries
[http://www.techsource.ala.org/blog/2007/07/oh-the-games-people-play-now-in-libraries.html]
Tom Peters writes: “On the first day of the first-ever ALA TechSource Gaming, Learning, and
Libraries Symposium [http://gaming.techsource.ala.org/index.php/Main_Page] in Chicago July 22,
Scott Nicholson from the Syracuse University Library Game Lab released a report on ‘The Role of
Gaming in Libraries: Taking the Pulse’ (PDF file [http://boardgameswithscott.com/pulse2007.pdf]).
He cites an industry report
[http://arstechnica.com/news.ars/post/20070623-report-video-game-spending-to-surpass-music-spendingthis-year.html] indicating that sales of games have outpaced motion picture box office sales and
should surpass music sales in the near future.”...
ALA TechSource blog, July 23
Are you a tool of the old education paradigm?
[http://acrlblog.org/2007/07/23/you-may-be-a-tool-of-the-old-education-paradigm/]
Steven Bell writes: “In an essay titled ‘Changing Paradigms’ found on the final page of the latest
issue (July-August 2007) of Educational Technology, Marc Prensky claims that teachers still
don&rsquo;t get it because instead of adapting new technology and new ways of teaching with it,
they persist in using the tools of the past. What are some of the tools of the past? Oh, you know,
encyclopedias, multiplication tables, spelling rules, and libraries. Wait a minute. Did he just
say ‘libraries’?”...
ACRLog, July 23
Web Wise proceedings available [http://www.imls.gov/news/2007/071907.shtm]
The Institute of Museum and Library Services is offering the 2007 proceedings of its signature Web
Wise conference, “Stewardship in the Digital Age: Managing Museum and Library Collections for
Preservation and Use” (PDF file [http://www.imls.gov/pdf/WebWiseProceedings2007.pdf]), held
February 28–March 2 in Washington, D.C. It contains summaries of each session, keynote speeches,
project demonstrations, podcasts, and brief biographies of the speakers....
Institute of Museum and Library Services, July 19
The pros and cons of virtual meetings
[http://meredith.wolfwater.com/wordpress/index.php/2007/07/21/no-more-f2f-meetings-ever/]
Meredith Farkas writes: “There are things lost in virtual meetings. Virtual meetings start when
people come into the space and end when the formal discussion ends. They are often more focused.
Things are mentioned in passing at a face-to-face meeting that become important. A lot of times,
the casual discussions before and after meetings are actually more important than what goes on
during the meeting.”...
Information Wants to Be Free blog, July 21
New Melvyl catalog will run on WorldCat
[http://www.cdlib.org/news/uc_oclc_press_release_20070621.pdf] (PDF file)
The University of California Libraries are working in collaboration with OCLC Online Computer
Library Center to pilot a Next Generation Melvyl Catalog supported by OCLC&rsquo;s WorldCat Local
system. Scheduled for launch in 2008, the catalog will offer a single search box, relevancy
ranking of search results, result sets that bring multiple versions of a work together, faceted
browsing, citation formatting options, and cover art....
California Digital Library, June 22

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/july/072507.txt[7/17/2014 1:12:30 PM]

Where to find public records online
[http://lifehacker.com/software/technophilia/where-to-find-public-records-online-280785.php]
While our most private information can (usually) not be found online, you can track down items
like birth certificates, marriage and divorce information, obituaries, and licenses on the Web.
Wendy Boswell offers a couple dozen tips on where to find public records online....
Lifehacker, July 23
Get grandpa&#8217;s FBI file [http://www.getgrandpasfbifile.com/]
Attorney and FOIA researcher Michael J. Ravnitzky has set up an informational website that
explains how to obtain an FBI file on anyone, deceased or (with that person’s permission) alive.
Get Grandpa’s FBI File walks you through the process and creates appropriate form letters for you
to send to FBI field offices....
Get Grandpa’s FBI File
Bill could hasten demise of FCC indecency regulation
[http://blog.cdt.org/2007/07/17/bill-could-hasten-demise-of-fcc-indecency-regulation/]
In early July, Sen. Jay Rockefeller (D-W.Va.) introduced a relatively unnoticed bill, the
Protecting Children from Indecent Programming Act (S. 1780), that effectively overturns a major
court decision in the area of free expression: Fox Television Stations v. FCC, which held that the
FCC&rsquo;s assertion that a single use of a curse word on broadcast television was indecent
violated the Administrative Procedure Act. The ACLU
[http://www.aclu.org/freespeech/gen/30755prs20070718.html] says the bill is contrary to the First
Amendment, but it might force the courts to determine whether the FCC really has the
constitutional authority to regulate isolated utterances....
Center for Democracy & Technology, PolicyBeta blog, July 17; ACLU, July 18
Books Across America grants [http://www.neafoundation.org/programs/BAA_2007.htm]
The National Education Association Foundation is making grants of $1,000 to public schools serving
economically disadvantaged students to purchase books for school libraries. The applicant must be
a practicing preK–12 school librarian, teacher, or education-support professional in a U.S. public
school. At least 70% of the students in the school must be eligible for the free or reduced-price
lunch program. Deadline for applications is November 12....
NEA Foundation
Creating a YA blog [http://www.yalibrarian.com/wordpress/2007/07/creating-a-ya-blog/]
Josh Bernstein, of the Capital Area District Library in Lansing, Michigan, writes: “Recently my
library system decided to start a YA blog. [http://www.cadl.org/blogs/teen/] Previously we did not
have much of an online presence for our teens and this will hopefully mark a change in the right
direction. I wanted to share some of our goals and thoughts behind the blog so they might aid
other librarians, but also so those of you who already have one can advise us on what will and
won&rsquo;t work. So let the comments fly.”...
Alternative Teen Services blog, July 19
Amsterdam&#8217;s new public library is the largest in Europe
[http://www.oba.nl/index.cfm/t/The_new_Central_Library_opened_on_07_07_07__/objectid/D9763FAA-FE7C-E
54D-09382E37332CFE15/vid/4966C44C-B589-189D-4709FECEC75C8BB0/containerid/666415AA-C09F-296A61DB6694
27684CB2/displaymethod/display_news]
Princess Laurentien of the Netherlands opened the new Amsterdam Central Library to the public at a
special July 7 ceremony. Novelist Hella Haasse read her Ode to the Amsterdam Public Library,
written for the occasion, and the princess read a fairy tale, specially written by author Sieb
Posthuma, to a group of 7-year olds. Designed by Dutch architect Jo Coenen, the
28,000-square-meter building is the largest public library in Europe....
Openbare Bibliotheek Amsterdam, July 18
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Canadian Library Association moves to open access
[http://cla.informz.net/cla/archives/archive_155065.html]
The CLA Executive Council has approved some recommendations from its Open Access Task Force that
move the association towards providing virtually all of its intellectual property free of charge
online, free of most copyright and licensing restrictions, with the exception of Feliciter and its
monographs....
CLA Digest, June 29
Find a book to match your mood [http://www.whichbook.net/default.aspx]
Whichbook gives readers an enjoyable way to find books to match their mood. You can either choose
types of characters, plots, or settings; or select from sliding scales of moods (happy/sad,
optimistic/bleak, no sex/sex). This web application is run by Opening the Book Ltd. in the UK,
which gives it an international flavor of choices....
Whichbook.net
Houghton Mifflin buys a piece of Reed Elsevier
[http://www.hmco.com/company/investors/invest/ir_release_071607.html]
Houghton Mifflin Company has signed an agreement to acquire the Harcourt Education, Harcourt
Trade, and Greenwood-Heinemann divisions of Reed Elsevier for $4 billion. The move makes it the
owner of such familiar imprints as Libraries Unlimited, Greenwood Press, Praeger, Raintree, and
Holt Rinehart and Winston. Analysts
[http://www.iht.com/articles/2007/07/22/business/publish23.php] say private equity has been
attracted to the educational business by steady cash flows, a relative lack of competition, and
expectations that spending will increase in coming years as big states like California step up
textbook-replacement programs....
Houghton Mifflin, July 16; International Herald Tribune, July 22
[http://www.techsoup.org/go/libald]
=====================================================================================
===============

[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog2&_pn=product_detail&_op=2249]
Essential facts, advice, lists, documents, guidelines, lore, wit, and wisdom: Along with fun and
irreverence, it&rsquo;s what readers have come to expect from the &ldquo;Whole Library&rdquo;
series. Diane Kresh edits The Whole Digital Library Handbook
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog2&_pn=product_detail&_op=2249]&mdash;an
encyclopedic overview of digital libraries. NEW! From ALA Editions.

[http://cs.ala.org/ra/speakers/]
Foreign book dealers directory.
[http://www.ala.org/CFApps/bookdealers/index.cfm?CFID=11313872&CFTOKEN=59782366] Find suppliers of
library materials from many parts of the world with searchable lists of vendors regularly used by
university libraries in the United States. Created by a subcommittee of the ALCTS Acquisitions
Section’s Publications Committee.
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A Library 2.0 Manifesto
Library Stamps of 1982
The Ventriloquist Who Changed the World
Annual Conference Roundup

Career Leads from
[http://joblist.ala.org/]
Children&#8217;s Librarian.
[http://joblist.ala.org/modules/jobseeker/controller.cfm?scr=jobdetail&jobid=7240] The County of
Henrico Public Library System, Richmond, Virginia, is accepting applications for three
Children&rsquo;s Librarian I positions. Provides information services, programming, collection
development, and outreach to Henrico citizens, primarily serving children from birth to grade 6.
@ More jobs [http://joblist.ala.org/]...

[http://www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlpubs/choice/home.htm]
Choice Editor Irv Rockwood reminisces about the magazine’s past 10 years of reviewing websites.
[http://www.ala.org/choicetemplate.cfm?section=choice&template=/ala/choicebucket/auged07.htm]

[http://www.capwiz.com/ala/home/]
Despite an authorization level of $250 million, the Improving Literacy Through School Libraries
program received only $19 million in FY2007. Eight states— Delaware, the District of Columbia,
Hawaii, Nevada, New Hampshire, Vermont, Utah and Wyoming—have never received funding under this
program. Congress is currently considering funding levels for FY2008. The House Labor, Health and
Human Services, and Education FY2008 Appropriations bill provides $19.486 million for the program
and the Senate Appropriations Committee recommended $23 million for the program. Contact your
Members of Congress [http://www.capwiz.com/ala/home/] and tell them to provide additional funding
for the Improving Literacy Through School Libraries program.

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/july/072507.txt[7/17/2014 1:12:30 PM]

Public Perception
How the World
Sees Us
“When I was living in Washington, the Library of Congress became crucial to my work. In those
days, readers who wanted to use it on a daily basis were given a carrel in the dome. This was one
of the most astonishing interiors I have known —attics around a sphere entirely scaffolded with
shelving and interspersed among this Piranesi-like colonnade, battered wooden tables and chairs
facing a small bookcase all of one&rsquo;s own on which 100 titles could be kept.
“We were cellular —larval—creatures up there in the shadowy, mote-filled light; close to the
vertiginous multitude of the books as the shelves bent away round the curving space. Every book
has its own smell, its grain, its weight under the fingers, its creep and gait of printed
characters, its air and speech and style of rustle. In the dome, I came to know the life of books
as beings animate through time, acquiring unmistakable individuality.”
?British writer Marina Warner, from a speech given at the British Library’s annual dinner, The
Times, July 21.

Ask the ALA Librarian

Q. Does the American Library Association have a division to help those of us working with prison
libraries?
A. Yes, both a division and an office! The Association of Specialized and Cooperative Library
Agencies [http://www.ala.org/ala/ascla/ascla.htm] (ASCLA) represents state library agencies,
specialized library agencies, multitype library cooperatives, and independent librarians.
Specialized library agencies are those organizations that provide materials and services to meet
the information needs of persons whose access to library services and materials is limited because
of confinement, sensory, mental, physical, health, or behavioral conditions. The Libraries Serving
Special Populations Section [http://www.ala.org/LSSPSTemplate.cfm?Section=LSSPS] (LSSPS) is the
section that represents members with interests in this area. Interface, the online newsletter for
ASCLA, has published (and collected into a single page) articles on prison libraries.
[http://www.ala.org/ala/ascla/asclapubs/interface/archives/contentlistingbykey/prisonlib/prisonlibra
ries.htm]
ALA’s Office for Literacy and Outreach Services [http://www.ala.org/ala/olos/literacyoutreach.htm]
(OLOS) supports, serves, and promotes adult literacy and equity of information access initiatives
for traditionally underserved populations through training, information resources, and technical
assistance. There are resources
[http://www.ala.org/ala/olos/outreachresource/servicesincarcerated.htm] for library services to
incarcerated people and ex-offenders, including &#8220;Behind the Walls @ Your Library,&#8221;
[http://www.ala.org/ala/olos/outreachresource/btwarchive.htm] a regular online column. See the ALA
Professional Tips wiki [http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Prison_Library_Support]
for further assistance.
The ALA Librarian [mailto:AskTheLibrarian@ala.org] welcomes your questions.
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Julia Schneider discusses a survey of California prisons,
[http://www.ala.org/ala/ascla/asclapubs/interface/archives/contentlistingby/volume29a/surveyofcalifo
rniaprisonlibrarians/califprisons.htm] sent out recently to gauge the opinions of the state’s
prison librarians on their work and work conditions, in the Summer issue of ASCLA’s Interface.

Calendar
Sept. 19–
Oct. 31:
Newberry Library, [http://www.newberry.org/programs/SemFall2007.html#literature] Chicago. Seven
Wednesday sessions. “Danger Ahead! Banned Books As Art and Controversy.” Seminar on the literary
value and controversies surrounding The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Of Mice and Men, Catch-22,
The Catcher in the Rye, and To Kill a Mockingbird. Contact: Newberry Library Seminars
[mailto:pubprog@newberry.org].
Sept. 24–25:
National Information Standards Organization, [http://www.niso.org/news/events_workshops/erm07/]
E-Resource Management Forum, Magnolia Hotel, Denver, Colorado. “The What, Why, and How for
Managing E-Resources.” Contact: NISO. [mailto:nisohq@niso.org]
Sept. 28:
Authors As Experts Web Seminar. [http://www.raabassociates.com/webinars.htm] “A Practical Guide to
Fantasy,” featuring Mirrorstone Editor Nina Hess. Contact: Raab Associates,
[mailto:info@raabassociates.com] 914-241-2117.
Sept. 29–Oct. 6:
Banned Books Week. [http://www.ala.org/ala/oif/bannedbooksweek/bannedbooksweek.htm] Contact: ALA
Office for Intellectual Freedom. [mailto:oif@ala.org]
Oct. 7–11:
International Association of Aquatic and Marine Science Libraries and Information Centers,
[http://www.iamslic.org/index.php?section=150] Annual Conference, Sarasota, Florida. “Changes on
the Horizon.” Contact: Barb Butler. [mailto:butler@uoregon.edu]
Oct. 12–13:
Oregon Association of School Libraries, [http://www.oema.net/conferences/2007/index.htm] Annual
Conference, Seaside, Oregon. &ldquo;Making Waves: Sneaker, Surfing, and Tsunami Ideas.&rdquo;
Contact: OASL. [mailto:oaslmembership@comcast.net]
Oct. 14–16:
New England Library Association, [http://www.nelib.org/conference/2007/] Annual Conference,
Sturbridge, Massachusetts. &ldquo;NELA Stars in Sturbridge.&rdquo; Contact: NELA.
[mailto:marupert@pobox.com]
Oct. 17–20:
Northeast Regional Law Libraries Meeting [http://www.librarieswithoutborders.net], Toronto
Marriott Downtown Eaton Centre. &ldquo;Libraries Without Borders II.&rdquo; Contact: Steven Weiter
[mailto:sweiter@courts.state.ny.us].
Oct. 21–27:
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National Friends of Libraries Week. [http://www.folusa.org/sharing/national-friends-week.php]
Contact: FOLUSA. [mailto:friends@folusa.org]
Oct. 22:
International School Library Day. [http://www.iasl-online.org/events/isld/] “Learning: Powered by
Your School Library.” Contact: International Association of School Libraries.
[mailto:iasl@kb.com.au]
Oct. 22–26:
Triangle Research Libraries Network, [http://www.trln.org/committee/academy/academyagenda.pdf]
Friday Center, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. “Management Academy: The Business of
Libraries.” Attendance is limited to 15 participants from TRLN Libraries and 15 from the wider
academic library community. Contact: TRLN, [http://www.trln.org/] 919-962-8022.
Oct. 24–26:
International Cultural Heritage Informatics Meeting [http://www.archimuse.com/ichim07/],
[http://www.archimuse.com/ichim07/] Toronto, Ontario. Contact: ICHIM07.
[mailto:ichim07@archimuse.com]
Nov. 2–4:
United States Board on Books for Young People, [http://www.usbby.org/] Regional Conference,
Westward Look Resort, Tucson, Arizona. &ldquo;Children Between Worlds: Intercultural Relations in
Books for Children and Young Adults.&rdquo; Contact: USBBY. [mailto:usbby@reading.org]
Nov. 7–10:
XXVII Charleston Conference, [http://www.katina.info/conference/] Issues in Book and Serial
Acquisition, Charleston, South Carolina. &ldquo;What Tangled Webs We Weave.&rdquo; Contact: Beth
Bernhardt. [mailto:beth_bernhardt@uncg.edu]
@ More [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/datebook/datebook.cfm]...

Contact Us
American Libraries Direct

AL Direct is a free electronic newsletter emailed every Wednesday to personal members of the
American Library Association [http://www.ala.org].
George M. Eberhart,
Editor:
geberhart@ala.org [mailto:geberhart@ala.org]
Daniel Kraus,
Associate Editor:
dkraus@ala.org [mailto:dkraus@ala.org]
Greg Landgraf,
Editorial Assistant:
glandgraf@ala.org [mailto:glandgraf@ala.org]
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/july/072507.txt[7/17/2014 1:12:30 PM]

Karen Sheets,
Graphics and Design:
ksheets@ala.org [mailto:ksheets@ala.org]
Taína Benítez,
Production Editor:
tbenitez@ala.org [mailto:ksheets@ala.org]
Leonard Kniffel,
Editor-in-Chief,
American Libraries: lkniffel@ala.org [mailto:lkniffel@ala.org]
To advertise in American Libraries Direct, contact:
Brian Searles, bsearles@ala.org [mailto:bsearles@ala.org]
Send feedback: aldirect@ala.org [mailto:aldirect@ala.org]
To unsubscribe from American Libraries Direct: click here [<%= edition.unsubscribeLink %>]
AL Direct FAQ:
www.ala.org/aldirect/ [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/aldirecta/aldirect.cfm]
All links outside the ALA website are provided for informational purposes only. Questions about
the content of any external site should be addressed to the administrator of that site.
American Libraries
50 E. Huron St.
Chicago, IL 60611
www.ala.org/alonline/ [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/index.cfm]
800-545-2433,
ext. 4216
ISSN 1559-369X.

To unsubscribe from this newsletter: click here [<%= edition.unsubscribeLink %>]

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/july/072507.txt[7/17/2014 1:12:30 PM]

