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U.S. & World News
Axed library media teachers protest reassignment

School librarians and their boosters are protesting a March 13
decision by the board of the Madera (Calif.) Unified School District to
eliminate entirely as of the 2007–2008 academic year the category
of library media teacher from its roster of certificated posts and to
reassign to classrooms the four media specialists who serve MUSD’s
three middle schools and two high schools....

Salt Lake County rescinds “One Book”
selection, author invitation

Two weeks after he was notified in January that his
2004 novel An Unfinished Life had been selected by
Salt Lake County (Utah) Library Services for its “One
County, One Book” reading program, author Mark
Spragg received an e-mail from the library informing
him that the book’s selection and the library’s
invitation to speak at an October event had been
rescinded....

Is accessibility a
concern for you? Find
out how to meet your
communication or
physical requirements.

ALA News
ALA to co-sponsor advocacy
programs at TLA Annual Conference

In partnership with Texas Library Association
and Texas Woman’s University, ALA will cosponsor two advocacy programs on Thursday, April 12, during TLA’s
Annual Conference held April 11-14, in San Antonio. The programs
—“The ABCs of Advocacy” and “Creating Advocacy Leaders: An
Advocacy Institute Program”—are part of ALA’s Advocacy Institute
initiative....

FBI Director questioned on misuse of NSLs

At a March 27 Federal Bureau of Investigation oversight hearing,
members of the Senate Judiciary Committee asked sharp questions
of FBI Director Robert Mueller. After opening remarks, the first
question asked by Judiciary Chair Patrick Leahy (D-VT) to Mueller
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Getting teens to read
for fun is the ultimate
challenge, yet research
shows that it improves
skills in grammar and
spelling while
expanding
vocabularies.
Serving Teens
Through Readers'
Advisory addresses
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was about the number of “national security letters” (NSLs) served on
libraries and other educational institutions. Mueller could not provide
the number but promised Leahy he would provide the answer by the
end of the week....
District Dispatch blog, Mar. 30

teens’ unique needs
with practical tools
that help Readers’
Advisors. NEW! From
ALA Editions.

ALA and NASD Investor Education
Foundation promote investor
education in U.S. libraries

ALA and the NASD Investor Education Foundation
announced today they are working together on a new grant program
called “Smart Investing @ your library.” Through this program, they
will help build the capacity of public libraries to provide effective,
unbiased investor education. During the two-year pilot phase, a
select group of libraries will be invited to compete for up to 12
grants that range in size from $5,000 to $100,000....

Measure your library with the Library Salary
Database

The Library Salary Database is a new easy-to-use tool that gives you
instant access to the most comprehensive and accurate source for
library employee salary information from a trusted source -- the ALAAPA. The Salary Database is available via the Web, and features
salary information from the most recently published ALA-APA annual
salary surveys of library workers....

Whether you’re
speaking at, blogging,
or just attending the
Annual Conference, let
your colleagues know by
downloading these
buttons to include on
your website or blog.
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Featured review: Books for
Youth

Willems, Mo. Today I Will Fly! Apr. 2007.
64p. Hyperion, hardcover (1-4231-02959).
Graphic novel influences have reached into
most areas of children’s book publishing;
here, they crop up in a classic genre—the
friendship-duo easy reader—and chalk up
yet another success for two-time Caldecott
Honor winner Willems. The basic approach
is familiar from Willems’s previous books, especially Don’t Let
the Pigeon Drive the Bus! (2003). It’s as if each page were
one frame of a comic strip, characters zip in and out of white
space, proffer speech-bubble remarks, and express emotion
through spot-on body language....

Will the real Mrs. Shelley please
stand up?

Keir Graff writes: “Long story short: There’s
long been suspicion that Mary Shelley,
given her inability to follow it up with
another worldwide bestseller, didn’t write
Frankenstein. A guy named John Lauritsen,
a Harvard-educated independent scholar,
has a book about it called The Man Who
Wrote Frankenstein.”...
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Library’s Building
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2007 Library Design
Showcase
Building Libraries
versus Schools
Human Error: When
Good Intentions
Meet Bad Planning

From the
CentenniAL
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Likely Stories blog, Mar. 30

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
D.C. Update
Make your D.C. visit action-packed

Whether or not you were inspired by the 2004 Nicolas
Cage thriller National Treasure, following his
character’s path may be just the thing to get your
heart racing. Look for clues at the National Archives,
evade evildoers on the Metro rail system, unravel
ancient conspiracies at the Library of Congress
(naturally), and more....
Washington, DC Convention and Tourism Corporation

Division News
ACRL national conference draws
record-breaking attendance

National Public Radio’s award-winning legal
affairs correspondent Nina Totenberg closed the
13th national conference. More than 4,700
library staff, exhibitors, authors, and guests
helped theconference bring more than $4.9
million dollars to the city of Baltimore, making
it the 11th largest association convention scheduled to take place in
2007. More than 2,500 conference goers attended the Keynote
Luncheon headlined by filmmaker John Waters....

Craig Gibson appointed editor to ACRL Publications
in Librarianship

ACRL has announced the appointment of Craig Gibson to the post of
editor for ACRL Publications in Librarianship. Gibson will serve a nonrenewable five-year term beginning July 1, 2008. Gibson, associate
university librarian for Research, Instructional and Outreach Services,
George Mason University, succeeds Tony Schwartz as editor of this
important series....

The Women Who
Came First. In the
beginning there was
no editor—at least
none anyone felt was
worth naming in the
issues of the Bulletin
of the American
Library Association
(precursor to American
Libraries) published
from the first issue in
1907 to 1931. One
can only assume that
it was those much
maligned, bun-toting
spinsters of early
librarianship who
dutifully recorded the
activities of ALA for
the first quartercentury of the
magazine’s tenure as
“official organ,” a
disconcerting moniker
that ALA Policy 10.2—
written before there
was an internet—still
forces us to carry....

Top 10 assumptions for the future of academic
libraries

ACRL unveiled its Top 10 assumptions for the future of academic and
research libraries March 31 during the their 13th National Conference
held March 29 to April 1 in Baltimore. The ACRL Research Committee
developed the top ten assumptions after surveying member leaders
and conducting a literature review. A podcast discussing the top ten
assumptions is also available....

YALSA offers two preconferences before Annual
Conference

YALSA is offering two preconferences June 22, prior to ALA’s Annual
Conference in Washington: “Beginner’s Guide to Teens in Libraries”
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and “Sins of Young Adult Literature.” The purpose of the former
preconference is to provide continuing education to help library
workers who are not trained as young adult librarians interact with
teens in a positive manner and to provide appropriate services and
resources to teens....

Round Table News
International Leads reports from Palau

(PDF file)

International Leads, the official publication of the International
Relations Round Table (IRRT), disseminates information about
international librarianship and the activities of the Round Table. The
March issue includes reports on the recent Advocacy Workshop in
Palau and the November 2006 Globenet conference in Sofia,
Bulgaria....

Awards

Baton Rouge,
Louisiana. Seeking
candidate with the
ability to work both
independently and
collegially in a
demanding and
rapidly changing
environment;
excellent
interpersonal,
communication, and
organizational skills;
demonstrated ability
to provide library
instruction and
reference services....

@ More jobs...

Connecticut John Does receive
ProQuest-SIRS Award

Four Connecticut librarians known as the Connecticut John Does are
the 2007 recipients of the ProQuest-SIRS State and Regional
Achievement Award presented by ALA’s Intellectual Freedom Round
Table. The award consists of a citation and $1,000 and recognizes
successful and effective intellectual freedom coalitions or committees
that have made a contribution to the freedom to read or to the
intellectual freedom environment in which libraries function....

Applicants sought for LITA National Forum travel
grant

LITA is calling for applicants for its 2007 LITA National Forum travel
grant. The grant of $2,500, awarded to a librarian currently living
and working in the Caribbean, will support and promote international
attendance of LITA’s 10th National Forum held in Denver October 4–
7. Applications must be received by May 1, 2007....

Texas Book Festival exceeds $2
million in grants

Now in its 12th year, the Texas Book
Festival passed the $2 million mark in total grant funds awarded to
Texas public libraries. In 2006 alone, the Texas Book Festival raised
$200,000 and now those funds will be awarded to 60 libraries
throughout the state. This year’s grant recipients will be announced
on Friday, April 13th at the annual convention of the Texas Library
Association in San Antonio....
Business Wire, Apr. 3

Seen Online
Senate extends funds for Jackson County libraries
A federal safety net that would help keep the libraries of Jackson
County, Oregon, open received overwhelming support in the U.S.
Senate Wednesday under a proposed five-year, $5 billion program.
The Senate voted 75-22 for emergency funding for more than 700
counties in 39 states that benefitted from the Secure Rural Schools
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Visit the ALA Social
Network on Ning,
where Jenny Levine
posts about the
“Mattering in the
Blogosphere” feature
in the March AL:
“Unfortunately, print is
very limiting when it
comes to being able to
represent the
biblioblogosphere,
which is why the
article could only
include 10 bloggers.
Here online, though,
we don’t have the
same limitations.”...
Get involved in the
discussion.
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and Community Self Determination Act, passed in 2000 but not
renewed last year....
Medford (Oreg.) Mail Tribune, Mar. 29

Iowa library’s cat biography sells for
$1.25 million

In a hotly contested deal, the life story of Dewey, a
rescued cat who lived for 19 years in a library in a
small town in Iowa, has sold for about $1.25
million. With an eye toward creating the feline
answer to the best-selling “Marley & Me,” John
Grogan’s memoir of his misbehaving yellow
Labrador retriever, Grand Central bought the book, currently titled
Dewey, a Small Town, a Library and the World’s Most Beloved Cat on
Monday by making an offer high enough to pre-emptively shut down
an auction....
New York Times, Apr. 4

Librarians tackle information illiteracy

It came as no surprise to many of those attending the annual
meeting of the Association of College and Research Libraries this
weekend that the typical liberal arts freshman believes Time and
Newsweek to be legitimate scholarly sources. Groans and laughter
accompanied this and other non-surprising factoids—100% of
incoming liberal arts freshmen surveyed use online sources, most
think it’s easy to know when to document a source but nearly half
couldn’t determine when one was required—that are familiar to
anyone who works at a college library....
Inside Higher Ed, Apr. 2

Legal bid to halt Glasgow’s culture
transfer plan

The transfer of Glasgow’s museums, libraries, and leisure centres to
a charitable trust is facing an 11th-hour legal challenge, which could
at least delay its implementation. Public-sector union Unison is using
Victorian legislation on public libraries in its attempt to thwart the
scheme, approved by Glasgow City Council in early February. It is
arguing the council acted outside its authority in allowing the transfer
of libraries to a trust....
The Herald (U.K.), Apr. 2

WB booking a scribe for Rex Libris

Warner Bros. Pictures has hired Mark Burton to pen the
bigscreen adaptation of James Turner’s comicbook Rex
Libris, about an everyday guy who becomes part of a
secret sect of librarians who battle forces of darkness in
chasing down overdue or stolen books. The story
revolves around head librarian Rex Libris, who must
protect the world’s knowledge and most dangerous
secrets from falling into the wrong hands....
Variety, Apr. 2

Libraries grow in digital age

Forget dusty card catalogs and shushing librarians. Walk into a
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Following his speech at
the ACRL conference,
filmmaker John
Waters sat down and
recorded an audio
interview (20 min.)
with ACRL President
Pam Snelson and others
to discuss the bookstore
jobs he’s held, his
controversial “Hooked
on Books” campaign
idea, stealing library
books as a youth, and,
of course, scrotums.
Find more ACRL
coverage at ACRLog.

Public
Perception
How the World
Sees Us

“Only the librarians
ever fought them.
No bank or
telephone company
would say ‘no’ when
an agent comes in
and says this is
needed for a
national security
investigation. ”
—James Dempsey, policy
director of the Center for
Democracy and Technology
on the reported FBI abuses
of the U.S. Patriot Act,
Associated Press, Mar. 30.
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Delaware library today and you can rent Casino Royale. You can bid
on eBay while you scan Newsweek. You can borrow a CD of a novel
or screen a foreign film. And, oh yeah, you can also check out a lot
of books....
Wilmington Delaware News Journal, Mar. 31

StoryCorps podcast launches

StoryCorps, the ongoing oral history project that
facilitates audio interviews between average
Americans, has launched a free weekly podcast
hosted by creator David Isay. Featuring the same
stories heard on National Public Radio’s Morning
Edition, the podcast also includes a wealth of
behind-the-scenes bonus material. Free subscriptions are now
available....
StoryCorps, Mar. 30

Public porn ends in arrest on campus

Department of Public Safety and Eugene Police officers responded to
a report of a transient man masturbating and viewing pornography
on an open-access computer at the University of Oregon’s Knight
Library around 9:30 p.m. on March 22, Eugene police said. A student
assistant working at the Current Periodicals desk reported that a man
using a public computer on the third floor was viewing pornography
and masturbating....
Eugene (Oreg.) Daily Emereld, Apr. 4

Residents fear library design
doesn’t go by the book

An artist’s rendering of the proposed Pike
County Public Library in Milford,
Pennsylvania, is causing a stir among
some residents, who say the modern design doesn’t mesh with the
city’s storybook charm. “It’s not like we don’t want a library,” said
Amy Eisenberg, a Milford resident, “We just want it to make sense.”
Eisenberg said the design of the library will not fit in with other
historic buildings that line the streets....
Hudson Valley (N.Y.) Times Herald-Record, Mar. 30

SLA’s Click Universitiy offers free
business titles to members

Click University, the members-only online
learning center of the Special Libraries
Association, announced March 29 the availability
electronically of nearly 1000 business titles
through Ebrary....
Special Libraries Association, Mar. 29

“P.S.—We made this
money by sellng
candy.” That’s how
two children ended
the note they sent
along with their
$10.62 donation to
ALA’s Hurricane
Katrina Relief.
$447,000 has been
raised so far, but
donations are still
needed.

Poll
Results of the
March 28 poll:
How much of your
professional reading is
done online?
None: 6 (3%)
1-30%: 56 (30%)
31-70%: 84 (46%)
71-99%: 37 (20%)
(184 responses)
This is an unscientific poll
that reflects the opinions of
only those AL Direct readers
who have chosen to
participate.

British Library launches Spoken English website

Haps you’d like to record yourself having a blether with a friend,
mebbe get your mam, grandfer or nana reminiscing, or you’d like to
talk about somewhat else entirely. Celebrating the UK’s many
different accents, dialects and vocabularies, Sounds Familiar is a
unique new interactive website from the British Library. Users will be
able to hear recordings of people from all over England, Wales,
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Ask the ALA
Librarian
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Scotland, and Northern Ireland—and children and young adults are
being asked to add their own....
British Library , Mar. 28

JFK Library unseals Hemingway-Dietrich
letters

The public can now ponder anew the affections and
undercurrents that ran between two of the great figures of
the 20th century when the John F. Kennedy Presidential
Library and Museum in Boston unseals 30 letters from
author Ernest Hemingway to actress Marlene Dietrich. The
letters were given to the library’s Ernest Hemingway
collection in 2003 by Dietrich’s daughter, Maria Riva, on
the condition that they remain closed until now, giving the museum
time to preserve them archivally....
New York Times, Mar. 29

Princess calls for more libraries

Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn yesterday expressed
her concern that Thai children in rural areas did not have access to
books because there were not enough libraries. The princess was
speaking at the opening ceremony of Bangkok International Book
Fair 2007 at the Queen Sirikit Convention Centre. Princess Sirindhorn
emphasised a need to promote reading among children in the
countryside, where access to books was still a problem because
libraries were scarce....
The Nation (Thailand), Mar. 31

Beloved yanked from class

Eastern High student Leo Comerlato was just 30 pages
from the end of Toni Morrison’s classic novel Beloved
when his teacher told him to stop reading. Why?
Because at least two parents had complained that the
Pulitzer Prize-winning novel about antebellum slavery
depicted bestiality, racism and sex—inappropriate
reading, they said, for 150 senior Advanced Placement
English students....
Louisville (Ky.) Courier-Journal, Mar. 28

Boy buys and collects 141 books for library

Eleven-year-old Thor Vest can’t promise he’ll read all of the 141
books he donated to his school library. After all, Vest likes to read,
he says, but “not at times I want to do other stuff.” Honest, mature,
and pragmatic, the fifth-grader at Rees Elementary in Spanish Fork,
Utah, said his main reason for donating the books last month was
the empty shelves he spotted in the school's library. “I kind of did it
because the school, they treat me so nice,” Vest said. “I wanted to
give back.”...
Deseret (Utah) News, Apr. 3

Tech Talk
Public library geeks take Web 2.0 to the stacks

When the IT director at the Public Library of Charlotte and
Mecklenburg County (N.C.) began training staff in the latest web
technologies, she lured reluctant participants with bribes—a free mp3
player and the chance to win a laptop. Six months later, the program
they developed is the real prize. Learning 2.0, developed by public
services technology director Helene Blowers, has become a surprise
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Q. Hooray! Our
budget was
approved for new
library automation
software. But where
do I start? What do
I buy? Who are the
main vendors? What
is a Request for
Proposal (RFP) and
how do I write one?
A. You can start with
ALA Library Fact
Sheet 21, Automating
Libraries and Virtual
Reference: A Selected
Annotated
Bibliography which
lists both online and
print resources that
give you an overall
look at the various
library automation
choices. The more
information that you
have, the easier it will
be to write the RFP
and then decide what
would be best for your
library. See more at
the ALA Professional
Tips wiki.
The ALA Librarian
welcomes your
questions.

Calendar
Apr. 27–28:

Bath Book Fair,
Bath, United Kingdom.
Contact: Chris Phillips,
+44-0-12-2574-2755.

Apr. 27–29:

Access to
Knowledge (A2K)
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grassroots hit, available for free on the Web and adopted by dozens
of other libraries around the globe....
Wired, Mar. 29

Will your face be your next
password?

In this video (1:26), Canadian company Bioscrypt
claims an industry first with a desktop 3D face
recognition camera. The goal: make your visage
a fail-safe computer password by using an
infrared grid to analyze and store the countours of your face....
C|net, Mar. 28

Internet agency turns down “.xxx” domain

The internet’s key oversight agency voted March 30 not to give adult
websites their own “.xxx” domain, the third time it has rejected the
idea. Many in the adult-entertainment industry and religious groups
alike had criticized the plan. The Canadian government also warned
this week that it could put the Internet Corporation for Assigned
Names and Numbers in the tricky business of content regulation,
having to decide which sites are pornographic and which are not....
Associated Press, Mar. 30

Blackboard problems leave Vista
on probation

On college campuses, Microsoft’s Vista operating system may be in
danger of failing courses that use Blackboard, a key software
program for communication between teachers and students. Some
campuses in the U.S. and elsewhere using Blackboard are discovering
that the software and some of its functionality is being hindered as
students and teachers begin to update their systems with Microsoft
Vista....
PC Mag, Mar. 29

Musicians: Keep the Web neutral

Independent, lesser-known musicians and smaller record labels
launched the nationwide Rock the Net campaign March 27 to support
the idea that all internet traffic should be treated equally, which they
said is under fire from internet providers who want to charge a fee to
have some websites load faster than others. The musicians are
fearful that if the so-called “net neutrality” principle is abandoned
their music may not be heard because they do not have the financial
means to pay for preferential treatment....
CNN, Mar. 28

Linux to help the Library of
Congress save American history

The Library of Congress, where thousands of
rare public domain documents relating to America’s history are
stored and slowly decaying, is about to begin an ambitious project to
digitize these fragile documents using Linux-based systems and
publish the results online in multiple formats. Thanks to a $2-million
grant from the Sloan Foundation, “Digitizing American Imprints at the
Library of Congress” will begin the task of digitizing these rare
materials....
Linux, Mar. 28

Putting the world’s books on the Web

Two years ago, Google began scanning hundreds of thousands of
books and making their contents available on the Web. Could this
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Conference, New
Haven, Connecticut.
Contact: Eddan Katz,
203-432-4830.

Apr. 29–May 1:

Canadian Learning
Commons
Conference,
Vancouver,
“Continuing the
Conversation.”
Contact: Angela
Raasch, 604-2914084.

Apr. 29–May 2:

VISTI Conference,
Costa Brava, Spain.
Contact:
InternetConferences.

Apr. 30: Library

Assessment: Using
Data to Make
Decisions, New York.
Contact: Metropolitan
New York Library
Council, 212-2282320.

Apr. 30–May 1:

Annual Preservation
Conference, Adelphi,
Maryland, “Managing
the Intangible:
Creating, Storing and
Retrieving Digital
Surrogates of
Historical Materials.”
Contact: Richard
Schneider, 301-8373617.

May 2–3: Amigos

Annual Member
Conference, Dallas.
Contact: Amigos
Library Services, 1800-843-8482.

May 2–4: Best

Practices Exchange
2007, Chandler,
Arizona, “Libraries and
Archives in the Digital
Era.” Contact: Sara
Muth, 602-542-4359.
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signal the end of libraries as we know them? Librarians are not
famous for spontaneous displays of emotion, but on this morning
Sarah Thomas is an exception. “The digitization of books will
accelerate the emergence of new knowledge tremendously,” says the
58-year-old director of the University of Oxford’s Bodleian Library....
Spiegel Online (Germany), Mar. 28

National Library Service produces its
last cassette book machine

The National Library Service for the Blind and
Physically Handicapped, Library of Congress, produced
its last analog cassette book machine on February 17,
signaling the advent of Digital Talking Books. During a ceremony held
March 1 in Blue Earth, Minnesota, Telex Communications, Inc
presented NLS with the milestone player—the 1,248,113th
manufactured by the company since 1983....
Library of Congress, Mar. 16

NetLibrary launches collection of
eAudiobook Subject Sets

OCLCs NetLibrary, the leading platform for fulltext digital content in libraries worldwide, has launched its first
collection of eAudiobook Subject Sets for the U.S. library market.
eAudiobook Subject Sets are bundled sets of high-demand titles,
each set offered at a fixed price. This new collection of Subject Sets
is available to all library types through NetLibrary's eAudiobook
purchase program....
OCLC, Apr. 2

Actions & Answers
Fool-a-palooza 2007

Google buys OCLC!? Even web-savvy
librarians fall prey to the occasional April 1 “breaking news” item.
While OCLC, Andrew Pace, and Karen Schneider furthered the
coverage of the shocking buyout, “ALA Online” broke the news of the
Library of Congress outsourcing cataloging functions to Google.
Meanwhile, Gmail users were thrilled to learn about their email
service’s new Google Paper function, and Google searchers were
astounded by the company’s new toilet-controlled broadband service
(and check out those unusual “404 File Not Found” messages).
Finally, the University of Michigan-Dearborn’s Mardigian Library
proudly announced their removal of all books....
TechSource blog, Apr.1; It’s All Good blog, Apr.1; Hectic Pace blog, Apr. 1; Free Range
Librarian blog, Apr. 1; Google, Apr. 1; Dearborn Michigan Journal, Mar. 27

Police recover hundreds of stolen rare books

Police have recovered more than 400 rare books stolen from a
Madison, New Hampshire, estate last month. Police Chief John
Pickering says investigators were led to the 443 books, in Madison,
by a tip last week. The books included works from the 17th and 18th
centuries....
Burlington (Vt.) WCAX, Mar. 28

Libraries at the cutting edge

The trendiest meeting place on many college campuses these days
features a coffee bar, wireless internet zones, free entertainment and
special programs, modern lounge area, and meeting rooms. And free
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May 2–5: Annual

Association for
Recorded Sound
Collections
Conference,
Milwaukee, “Victorians
and Their Music
Machines.” Contact:
Kurt Nauck, 281-2887826.

May 3–4: LOEX

(Library Orientation
Exchange)
Conference, San
Diego, “Uncharted
Waters: Tapping the
Depths of Our
Community to
Enhance Learning.”
Contact: Tracey
Mayfield.

May 7–8: Mid-

Atlantic Library
Futures Conference,
Atlantic City, New
Jersey, “Imagination
to Transformation.”
Contact: Mark
Amorosi, 609-9435189.

@ More...
Contact Us

American Libraries
Direct
AL Direct is a free electronic
newsletter e-mailed every
Wednesday to personal
members of the American
Library Association.
George M. Eberhart,
Editor:
geberhart@ala.org
Daniel Kraus,
Associate Editor:
dkraus@ala.org
Greg Landgraf,
Editorial Assistant:
glandgraf@ala.org
Karen Sheets,
Graphics and Design:
ksheets@ala.org
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access to books. Lots of books. This educational social hub is the
campus library, which is beginning to look more like an internet café
than the academic library you remember from your college days....
Inside Higher Ed, Mar. 29

Thomson Gale creates Poet’s Corner
for National Poetry Month

To help celebrate National Poetry Month, Thomson
Gale has created Poet’s Corner, a free website of
poetry resources to help students, teachers, and
poetry lovers worldwide get the most out of National Poetry
Month. The website includes a downloadable calendar highlighting key
moments throughout poetry’s history, a downloadable screensaver,
bookmarks, and a unique free poster....
Thomson Gale, Mar. 30

Libraries close their books

Coburg Senior High School in Australia is a school with an eye on the
future, where students download podcasts of their classes and relax
over caffe lattes. It is also a school without a library. For the 50
year-10 students who started at the new school this year, finding
information is just a matter of stepping up to one of many computers
dotted around the school and logging on....
Melbourne (Australia) The Age, Mar. 26

Six films return to the RKO fold
(Registration required)

After much sleuthing and restoration, Turner
Classic Movies is unveiling six “lost” films from the
RKO library. Caught up in a legal tangle that
involved King Kong creator Merian C. Cooper and then largely
forgotten, the films haven’t been seen in some 50 years. The search
for the films began last April....
Los Angeles Times, Apr. 1

The public library as an asylum for the homeless

Chip Ward writes: “When her ‘nobody there’ conversation disturbs
the reader seated beside her, Ophelia turns, chuckles at the woman’s
discomfort, and explains, ‘Don’t mind me, I'm dead. It’s okay. I’ve
been dead for some time now.’ Scenes from a psych ward? Not at
all. Welcome to the Salt Lake City Public Library. Like every urban
library in the nation, the City Library, as it is called, is a de facto
daytime shelter for the city’s ‘homeless.’...
TomDispatch blog, Apr. 3

Fiona: Flying Librarian

Author Sue Alexander pens a high-flying librarianthemed children’s short story for the Los Angeles
Times: “Fiona is the librarian at Centertown
Elementary School. She is a very good librarian. She
makes sure that her library has books the students
will like, as well as books to help them do their reports. Fiona is also
a very good pilot. She can fly a plane higher and faster and
straighter than anyone in the universe.”...
Los Angeles Times, Apr. 1

Heart of the Community calendar
accepting nominations (PDF file)

The 2007 book Heart of the Community: The Libraries
We Love is being followed up by a full-color Libraries
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We Love 2008 calendar. If your favorite library meets
the selection criteria, nomination forms are now
available and will be accepted through April 15....
Berkshire Publishing, Mar. 30

Blind advocates protest in Tallahassee

About 50 advocates for the blind and visually impaired planned to
converge on the Florida capitol March 22 with a mission to lobby for
more services and protest legislation. Wielding white-tipped canes
and aided by service dogs, the group hoped to help defeat a bill that
would make it more difficult for blind students in public schools to
get Braille instruction. Meanwhile, over 100 blind children protested in
Britain over similar complaints....
Ft. Myers (Fla.) News-Press, Mar. 22 ; Evening News (Scotland), Mar. 28

SERU releases recommended practices draft

The National Information Standards Organization Shared E-Resource
Understanding (SERU) Working Group has posted the first public
draft best practices document (PDF file). This document, “The SERU
Approach to E-Resource Subscriptions: Framework for Development
and Use of SERU,” presents a shared set of understandings to which
publishers and libraries can point when negotiating the sale of
electronic content....
National Information Standards Organization, Mar. 15

The YouTube defense

Slate’s Andrew K. Woods discusses the influence of viral video
websites like YouTube on establishing a social context for human
rights lawsuits: “YouTube and its ilk mean that today anyone can tell
human rights stories . . . if the stories are told with enough brio and
skill, the public will pay attention, and the government may be more
likely to respond. Critics pooh-pooh the importance of all of this by
pointing to the fact that civil rights advocates have traditionally had
a friend in the press. But they’re missing the point: YouTube goes
where the mainstream media can’t or won’t go.”...
Slate, Mar. 28

Used books often hide other treasures

Betsy Hamill of Mansfield Center is president of the Friends group at
Mansfield Public Library. Twice a year, the Friends hold a book sale,
and over the years, Hamill and her cohorts have found personal
letters, valentines, used engagement calendars, photographs, and
pressed flowers in books. “I find it rather touching,” she said....
Norwich (Conn.) Bulletin, Mar. 27

CyberCemetery, archiving lost
websites

When agencies lose federal funding, websites
disappear without notice. But librarians at the University of North
Texas want the information on those sites to be preserved. So they
created CyberCemetery. Listen to the NPR report (1:xx) or hear the
uncut version—and read the transcript—at Texas public radio affiliate
KERA....
NPR, Mar. 10; KERA, Feb. 16

Life on the Ohio and Erie Canal
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documented online

Through recordings, letters, and photographs, the
online presentation “Captain Pearl R. Nye: Life on the
Ohio and Erie Canal” offers a look at a way of life
that was eventually supplanted by the railroad.
Through Captain Nye’s letters and songs, the presentation captures
the culture and music of the men, women, and children who worked
and lived along the Ohio and Erie Canal....
Library of Congress, Apr. 2

Man caught videotaping women’s feet at
California library

A man was surreptitiously videotaping female feet in the
science library at University of California, Santa Cruz,
campus police said. “Officers indicated he was
embarrassed by his behavior,” university spokesman Jim
Burns said Monday. “He offered no resistance to the
request that he leave immediately and indicated he
would not be back.”...
KTRK Houston, Mar. 29
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U.S. & World News
=====================================================================================
===============
Axed library media teachers protest reassignment
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/march2007/madera.cfm]
School librarians and their boosters are protesting a March 13 decision by the board of the Madera
(Calif.) Unified School District to eliminate entirely as of the 2007&ndash;2008 academic year the
category of library media teacher from its roster of certificated posts and to reassign to
classrooms the four media specialists who serve MUSD&rsquo;s three middle schools and two high
schools....
Salt Lake County rescinds &ldquo;One Book&rdquo; selection, author invitation
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/march2007/saltlakecounty.cfm]
Two weeks after he was notified in January that his 2004 novel An Unfinished Life had been
selected by Salt Lake County (Utah) Library Services for its &ldquo;One County, One Book&rdquo;
reading program, author Mark Spragg received an e-mail from the library informing him that the
book&rsquo;s selection and the library&rsquo;s invitation to speak at an October event had been
rescinded....
ALA News
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=====================================================================================
===============
ALA to co-sponsor advocacy programs at TLA Annual Conference
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/tlaai07.htm]
In partnership with Texas Library Association and Texas Woman’s University, ALA will co-sponsor
two advocacy programs on Thursday, April 12, during TLA’s Annual Conference held April 11-14, in
San Antonio. The programs—“The ABCs of Advocacy” and “Creating Advocacy Leaders: An Advocacy
Institute Program”—are part of ALA’s Advocacy Institute initiative....
[http://blogs.ala.org/districtdispatch.php?title=fbi_director_questioned_on_misuse_of_nsl&more=1&c=1
&tb=1&pb=1]At a March 27 Federal Bureau of Investigation oversight hearing, members of the Senate
Judiciary Committee asked sharp questions of FBI Director Robert Mueller. After opening remarks,
the first question asked by Judiciary Chair Patrick Leahy (D-VT) to Mueller was about the number
of “national security letters” (NSLs) served on libraries and other educational institutions.
Mueller could not provide the number but promised Leahy he would provide the answer by the end of
the week....
District Dispatch blog, Mar. 30
ALA and NASD Investor Education Foundation promote investor education in U.S. libraries
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/alanasd07.htm]
ALA and the NASD Investor Education Foundation announced today they are working together on a new
grant program called “Smart Investing @ your library.” Through this program, they will help build
the capacity of public libraries to provide effective, unbiased investor education. During the
two-year pilot phase, a select group of libraries will be invited to compete for up to 12 grants
that range in size from $5,000 to $100,000....
Measure your library with the Library Salary Database
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/lsdb07.htm]
The Library Salary Database [http://cs.ala.org/websurvey/salarysurvey/trial/index.cfm] is a new
easy-to-use tool that gives you instant access to the most comprehensive and accurate source for
library employee salary information from a trusted source -- the ALA-APA. The Salary Database is
available via the Web, and features salary information from the most recently published ALA-APA
annual salary surveys of library workers....

Featured review: Books for Youth
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=1933114]
Willems, Mo. Today I Will Fly! Apr. 2007. 64p. Hyperion, hardcover (1-4231-0295-9).
Graphic novel influences have reached into most areas of children’s book publishing; here, they
crop up in a classic genre&mdash;the friendship-duo easy reader&mdash;and chalk up yet another
success for two-time Caldecott Honor winner Willems. The basic approach is familiar from Willems’s
previous books, especially Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus! (2003). It’s as if each page were
one frame of a comic strip, characters zip in and out of white space, proffer speech-bubble
remarks, and express emotion through spot-on body language....
Will the real Mrs. Shelley please stand up?
[http://blog.booklistonline.com/2007/03/30/will-the-real-mrs-shelley-please-stand-up/]
Keir Graff writes: “Long story short: There&rsquo;s long been suspicion that Mary Shelley, given
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her inability to follow it up with another worldwide bestseller, didn&rsquo;t write Frankenstein.
A guy named John Lauritsen, a Harvard-educated independent scholar, has a book about it called The
Man Who Wrote Frankenstein.”...
Likely Stories blog, Mar. 30
@ Visit Booklist Online [http://www.booklistonline.com/] for other reviews and much more....

D.C. Update
=====================================================================================
===============
Make your D.C. visit action-packed [http://www.washington.org/movietour/home.htm]
Whether or not you were inspired by the 2004 Nicolas Cage thriller National Treasure, following
his character’s path may be just the thing to get your heart racing. Look for clues at the
National Archives, evade evildoers on the Metro rail system, unravel ancient conspiracies at the
Library of Congress (naturally), and more....
Washington, DC Convention and Tourism Corporation
Division News
=====================================================================================
===============
ACRL national conference draws record-breaking attendance
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/acrlwrap07.htm]
National Public Radio’s award-winning legal affairs correspondent Nina Totenberg closed the 13th
national conference. More than 4,700 library staff, exhibitors, authors, and guests helped
theconference bring more than $4.9 million dollars to the city of Baltimore, making it the 11th
largest association convention scheduled to take place in 2007. More than 2,500 conference goers
attended the Keynote Luncheon headlined by filmmaker John Waters....
Craig Gibson appointed editor to ACRL Publications in Librarianship
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/geacrl.htm]
ACRL has announced the appointment of Craig Gibson to the post of editor for ACRL Publications in
Librarianship. Gibson will serve a non-renewable five-year term beginning July 1, 2008. Gibson,
associate university librarian for Research, Instructional and Outreach Services, George Mason
University, succeeds Tony Schwartz as editor of this important series....
Top 10 assumptions for the future of academic libraries
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/march2007/acrlfl07.htm]
ACRL unveiled its Top 10 assumptions for the future of academic and research libraries March 31
during the their 13th National Conference held March 29 to April 1 in Baltimore. The ACRL Research
Committee developed the top ten assumptions after surveying member leaders and conducting a
literature review. A podcast [http://blogs.ala.org/acrlpodcast.php] discussing the top ten
assumptions is also available....
YALSA holds two preconferences before Annual Conference
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/february2007/YALSApreconferences.htm]
YALSA is offering two preconferences June 22, prior to ALA&rsquo;s Annual Conference in
Washington: &ldquo;Beginner’s Guide to Teens in Libraries&rdquo; and &ldquo;Sins of Young Adult
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Literature.&rdquo; The purpose of the former preconference is to provide continuing education to
help library workers who are not trained as young adult librarians interact with teens in a
positive manner and to provide appropriate services and resources to teens....
Round Table News
=====================================================================================
===============
reports from Palau [http://www.niso.org/committees/SERU/SERU_announce.html] (PDF file)
International Leads, the official publication of the International Relations Round Table (IRRT),
disseminates information about international librarianship and the activities of the Round Table.
The March issue includes reports on the recent Advocacy Workshop in Palau and the November 2006
Globenet conference in Sofia, Bulgaria....
Awards
=====================================================================================
===============
Connecticut John Does receive ProQuest-SIRS Award
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/march2007/ProQuestSIRSAward.htm]
Four Connecticut librarians known as the Connecticut John Does are the 2007 recipients of the
ProQuest-SIRS State and Regional Achievement Award presented by ALA’s Intellectual Freedom Round
Table. The award consists of a citation and $1,000 and recognizes successful and effective
intellectual freedom coalitions or committees that have made a contribution to the freedom to read
or to the intellectual freedom environment in which libraries function....
Applicants sought for LITA National Forum travel grant
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/litaftg07.htm]
LITA is calling for applicants for its 2007 LITA National Forum travel grant. The grant of $2,500,
awarded to a librarian currently living and working in the Caribbean, will support and promote
international attendance of LITA’s 10th National Forum held in Denver October 4–7. Applications
must be received by May 1, 2007....
Texas Book Festival exceeds $2 million in grants
[http://home.businesswire.com/portal/site/home/index.jsp?ndmViewId=news_view&ndmConfigId=1000014&new
sId=20070403005763&newsLang=en]
Now in its 12th year, the Texas Book Festival passed the $2 million mark in total grant funds
awarded to Texas public libraries. In 2006 alone, the Texas Book Festival raised $200,000 and now
those funds will be awarded to 60 libraries throughout the state. This year&rsquo;s grant
recipients will be announced on Friday, April 13th at the annual convention of the Texas Library
Association in San Antonio....
Business Wire, Apr. 3
Seen Online
=====================================================================================
===============
Senate extends funds for Jackson County libraries
[http://www.mailtribune.com/archive/2007/0329/local/stories/senate-bill.htm]
A federal safety net that would help keep the libraries of Jackson County, Oregon, open received
overwhelming support in the U.S. Senate Wednesday under a proposed five-year, $5 billion program.
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The Senate voted 75-22 for emergency funding for more than 700 counties in 39 states that
benefitted from the Secure Rural Schools and Community Self Determination Act, passed in 2000 but
not renewed last year....
Medford (Oreg.) Mail Tribune, Mar. 29
Iowa library&rsquo;s cat biography sells for $1.25 million
[http://www.nytimes.com/2007/04/04/books/04cat.html?_r=1&ref=books&oref=slogin]
In a hotly contested deal, the life story of Dewey, a rescued cat who lived for 19 years in a
library in a small town in Iowa, has sold for about $1.25 million. With an eye toward creating the
feline answer to the best-selling &ldquo;Marley & Me,&rdquo; John Grogan&rsquo;s memoir of his
misbehaving yellow Labrador retriever, Grand Central bought the book, currently titled Dewey, a
Small Town, a Library and the World&rsquo;s Most Beloved Cat on Monday by making an offer high
enough to pre-emptively shut down an auction....
New York Times, Apr. 4
Librarians tackle information illiteracy [http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2007/04/02/libraries]
It came as no surprise to many of those attending the annual meeting of the Association of College
and Research Libraries this weekend that the typical liberal arts freshman believes Time and
Newsweek to be legitimate scholarly sources. Groans and laughter accompanied this and other
non-surprising factoids—100% of incoming liberal arts freshmen surveyed use online sources, most
think it&rsquo;s easy to know when to document a source but nearly half couldn&rsquo;t determine
when one was required—that are familiar to anyone who works at a college library....
Inside Higher Ed, Apr. 2
Legal bid to halt Glasgow&#8217;s culture transfer plan
[http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1292833.0.0.php#comments]
The transfer of Glasgow’s museums, libraries, and leisure centres to a charitable trust is facing
an 11th-hour legal challenge, which could at least delay its implementation. Public-sector union
Unison is using Victorian legislation on public libraries in its attempt to thwart the scheme,
approved by Glasgow City Council in early February. It is arguing the council acted outside its
authority in allowing the transfer of libraries to a trust....
The Herald (U.K.), Apr. 2
Rex Libris [http://variety.com/article/VR1117962384.html?categoryid=1238&cs=1]
Warner Bros. Pictures has hired Mark Burton to pen the bigscreen adaptation of James Turner’s
comicbook Rex Libris, about an everyday guy who becomes part of a secret sect of librarians who
battle forces of darkness in chasing down overdue or stolen books. The story revolves around head
librarian Rex Libris, who must protect the world’s knowledge and most dangerous secrets from
falling into the wrong hands....
Variety, Apr. 2
Libraries grow in digital age
[http://www.delawareonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070331/NEWS/703310336]
Forget dusty card catalogs and shushing librarians. Walk into a Delaware library today and you can
rent Casino Royale. You can bid on eBay while you scan Newsweek. You can borrow a CD of a novel or
screen a foreign film. And, oh yeah, you can also check out a lot of books....
Wilmington Delaware News Journal, Mar. 31
StoryCorps podcast launches [http://www.storycorps.net/listen/podcast/]
StoryCorps, the ongoing oral history project that facilitates audio interviews between average
Americans, has launched a free weekly podcast hosted by creator David Isay. Featuring the same
stories heard on National Public Radio’s Morning Edition, the podcast also includes a wealth of
behind-the-scenes bonus material. Free subscriptions are now available....
StoryCorps, Mar. 30
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Public porn ends in arrest on campus
[http://media.www.dailyemerald.com/media/storage/paper859/news/2007/04/02/News/Public.Porn.Ends.In.A
rrest.On.Campus-2817124.shtml]
Department of Public Safety and Eugene Police officers responded to a report of a transient man
masturbating and viewing pornography on an open-access computer at the University of Oregon’s
Knight Library around 9:30 p.m. on March 22, Eugene police said. A student assistant working at
the Current Periodicals desk reported that a man using a public computer on the third floor was
viewing pornography and masturbating....
Eugene (Oreg.) Daily Emereld, Apr. 4
Residents fear library design doesn&#8217;t go by the book
[http://www.recordonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070330/NEWS/703300333/-1/COMM]
An artist’s rendering of the proposed Pike County Public Library in Milford, Pennsylvania, is
causing a stir among some residents, who say the modern design doesn’t mesh with the city’s
storybook charm. “It’s not like we don’t want a library,” said Amy Eisenberg, a Milford resident,
“We just want it to make sense.” Eisenberg said the design of the library will not fit in with
other historic buildings that line the streets....
Hudson Valley (N.Y.) Times Herald-Record, Mar. 30
SLA&#8217;s Click Universitiy offers free business titles to members
[http://www.sla.org/content/SLA/pressroom/pressrelease/07pr/pr2710.cfm]
Click University [http://www.clickuniversity.com/], the members-only online learning center of the
Special Libraries Association, announced March 29 the availability electronically of nearly 1000
business titles through Ebrary....
Special Library Association, Mar. 29
British Library launches Spoken English website
[http://www.bl.uk/news/2007/pressrelease20070328.html]
Haps you’d like to record yourself having a blether with a friend, mebbe get your mam, grandfer or
nana reminiscing, or you’d like to talk about somewhat else entirely. Celebrating the UK’s many
different accents, dialects and vocabularies, Sounds Familiar
[http://www.bl.uk/learning/langlit/sounds/index.html] is a unique new interactive website from the
British Library. Users will be able to hear recordings of people from all over England, Wales,
Scotland, and Northern Ireland—and children and young adults are being asked to add their own....
British Library , Mar. 28
JFK Library unseals Hemingway-Dietrich letters
[http://www.nytimes.com/2007/03/30/books/30hemi.html?_r=1&ref=movies&oref=slogin]
The public can now ponder anew the affections and undercurrents that ran between two of the great
figures of the 20th century when the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum in Boston
unseals 30 letters from author Ernest Hemingway to actress Marlene Dietrich. The letters were
given to the library&rsquo;s Ernest Hemingway collection in 2003 by Dietrich’s daughter, Maria
Riva, on the condition that they remain closed until now, giving the museum time to preserve them
archivally....
New York Times, Mar. 29
Princess calls for more libraries
[http://nationmultimedia.com/2007/03/31/headlines/headlines_30030742.php]
Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn yesterday expressed her concern that Thai children
in rural areas did not have access to books because there were not enough libraries. The princess
was speaking at the opening ceremony of Bangkok International Book Fair 2007 at the Queen Sirikit
Convention Centre. Princess Sirindhorn emphasised a need to promote reading among children in the
countryside, where access to books was still a problem because libraries were scarce....
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The Nation (Thailand), Mar. 31
yanked from class
[http://www.courier-journal.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070328/NEWS01/703281201]
Eastern High student Leo Comerlato was just 30 pages from the end of Toni Morrison’s classic novel
Beloved when his teacher told him to stop reading. Why? Because at least two parents had
complained that the Pulitzer Prize-winning novel about antebellum slavery depicted bestiality,
racism and sex—inappropriate reading, they said, for 150 senior Advanced Placement English
students....
Louisville (Ky.) Courier-Journal, Mar. 28
Boy buys and collects 141 books for library
[http://www.deseretnews.com/dn/view/0,1249,660208464,00.html]
Eleven-year-old Thor Vest can’t promise he’ll read all of the 141 books he donated to his school
library. After all, Vest likes to read, he says, but “not at times I want to do other stuff.”
Honest, mature, and pragmatic, the fifth-grader at Rees Elementary in Spanish Fork, Utah, said his
main reason for donating the books last month was the empty shelves he spotted in the school's
library. “I kind of did it because the school, they treat me so nice,” Vest said. “I wanted to
give back.”...
Deseret (Utah) News, Apr. 3
Tech Talk
=====================================================================================
===============
Public library geeks take Web 2.0 to the stacks
[http://www.wired.com/culture/education/news/2007/03/learning2_0]
When the IT director at the Public Library of Charlotte and Mecklenburg County (N.C.) began
training staff in the latest web technologies, she lured reluctant participants with bribes—a free
mp3 player and the chance to win a laptop. Six months later, the program they developed is the
real prize. Learning 2.0, developed by public services technology director Helene Blowers, has
become a surprise grassroots hit, available for free on the Web and adopted by dozens of other
libraries around the globe....
Wired, Mar. 29
Will your face be your next password?
[http://news.com.com/1606-2_3-6171054.html?part=rss&tag=2547-1_3-0-5&subj=news]
In this video (1:26), Canadian company Bioscrypt claims an industry first with a desktop 3D face
recognition camera. The goal: make your visage a fail-safe computer password by using an infrared
grid to analyze and store the countours of your face....
C|net, Mar. 28
Internet agency turns down &#8220;.xxx&#8221; domain
[http://www.chicagotribune.com/business/chi-070330xxx-story,1,256405.story]
The internet’s key oversight agency voted March 30 not to give adult websites their own “.xxx”
domain, the third time it has rejected the idea. Many in the adult-entertainment industry and
religious groups alike had criticized the plan. The Canadian government also warned this week that
it could put the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers in the tricky business of
content regulation, having to decide which sites are pornographic and which are not....
Associated Press, Mar. 30
Blackboard problems leave Vista on probation [http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,1759,2109454,00.asp]
On college campuses, Microsoft’s Vista operating system may be in danger of failing courses that
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use Blackboard, a key software program for communication between teachers and students. Some
campuses in the U.S. and elsewhere using Blackboard are discovering that the software and some of
its functionality is being hindered as students and teachers begin to update their systems with
Microsoft Vista....
PC Mag, Mar. 29
Musicians: Keep the Web neutral
[http://www.cnn.com/2007/TECH/internet/03/28/internet.music.ap/index.html]
Independent, lesser-known musicians and smaller record labels launched the nationwide Rock the Net
campaign March 27 to support the idea that all internet traffic should be treated equally, which
they said is under fire from internet providers who want to charge a fee to have some websites
load faster than others. The musicians are fearful that if the so-called “net neutrality”
principle is abandoned their music may not be heard because they do not have the financial means
to pay for preferential treatment....
CNN, Mar. 28
Linux to help the Library of Congress save American history
[http://enterprise.linux.com/article.pl?sid=07/03/26/1157212&from=rss]
The Library of Congress, where thousands of rare public domain documents relating to America’s
history are stored and slowly decaying, is about to begin an ambitious project to digitize these
fragile documents using Linux-based systems and publish the results online in multiple formats.
Thanks to a $2-million grant from the Sloan Foundation, “Digitizing American Imprints at the
Library of Congress” will begin the task of digitizing these rare materials....
Linux, Mar. 28
Putting the world&#8217;s books on the Web
[http://www.spiegel.de/international/business/0,1518,473529,00.html]
Two years ago, Google began scanning hundreds of thousands of books and making their contents
available on the Web. Could this signal the end of libraries as we know them? Librarians are not
famous for spontaneous displays of emotion, but on this morning Sarah Thomas is an exception. “The
digitization of books will accelerate the emergence of new knowledge tremendously,” says the
58-year-old director of the University of Oxford’s Bodleian Library....
Spiegel Online (Germany), Mar. 28
National Library Service produces its last cassette book machine
[http://www.prnewswire.com/cgi-bin/stories.pl?ACCT=ind_focus.story&STORY=/www/story/03-19-2007/00045
48592&EDATE=MON+Mar+19+2007,+09:00+AM]
The National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, Library of Congress,
produced its last analog cassette book machine on February 17, signaling the advent of Digital
Talking Books. During a ceremony held March 1 in Blue Earth, Minnesota, Telex Communications, Inc
presented NLS with the milestone player—the 1,248,113th manufactured by the company since 1983....
Library of Congress, Mar. 16
NetLibrary launches collection of eAudiobook Subject Sets
[http://www.oclc.org/news/releases/200658.htm]
OCLCs NetLibrary, the leading platform for full-text digital content in libraries worldwide, has
launched its first collection of eAudiobook Subject Sets for the U.S. library market. eAudiobook
Subject Sets are bundled sets of high-demand titles, each set offered at a fixed price. This new
collection of Subject Sets is available to all library types through NetLibrary's eAudiobook
purchase program....
OCLC, Apr. 2
Actions & Answers

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/april/040407.txt[7/17/2014 1:16:42 PM]

=====================================================================================
===============
Fool-a-palooza 2007
[http://www.techsource.ala.org/blog/2007/04/google-buys-oclc-announces-new-products.html]
Google buys OCLC!? Even web-savvy librarians fall prey to the occasional April 1 “breaking news”
item. While OCLC, Andrew Pace, and Karen Schneider furthered
[http://scanblog.blogspot.com/2007/04/surely-in-doubt.html] the
[http://blogs.ala.org/pace.php?title=google_acquires_oclc_world_domination_ne&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1]
coverage [http://freerangelibrarian.com/2007/04/google_buying_oclc_an_early_an.php] of the
shocking buyout, ALA Online broke the news of the Library of Congress outsourcing cataloging
functions to Google [http://alaonline.blogspot.com/]. Meanwhile, Gmail users were thrilled to
learn about their email service’s new Google Paper
[http://mail.google.com/mail/help/paper/more.html] function, and Google searchers were astounded
by the company’s new toilet-controlled broadband service [http://www.google.com/tisp/] (and check
out those unusual “404 File Not Found [http://www.google.com/tisp/notfound.html]” messages).
Finally, the University of Michigan-Dearborn’s Mardigian Library proudly announced their removal
of all books
[http://media.www.themichiganjournal.com/media/storage/paper255/news/2007/03/27/AprilFools/Mardigian
.Library.To.Remove.All.Books.Students.Wont.Notice-2807391.shtml]....
TechSource blog, Apr.1; It’s All Good blog, Apr.1; Hectic Pace blog, Apr. 1; Free Range Librarian
blog, Apr. 1; ALA Online, Mar. 30; Google, Apr. 1; Dearborn Michigan Journal, Mar. 27
Police recover hundreds of stolen rare books
[http://www.wcax.com/Global/story.asp?S=6290881&nav=4QcS]
Police have recovered more than 400 rare books stolen from a Madison, New Hampshire, estate last
month. Police Chief John Pickering says investigators were led to the 443 books, in Madison, by a
tip last week. The books included works from the 17th and 18th centuries....
Burlington (Vt.) WCAX, Mar. 28
Libraries at the cutting edge [http://insidehighered.com/views/2007/03/29/snelson]
The trendiest meeting place on many college campuses these days features a coffee bar, wireless
internet zones, free entertainment and special programs, modern lounge area, and meeting rooms.
And free access to books. Lots of books. This educational social hub is the campus library, which
is beginning to look more like an internet café than the academic library you remember from your
college days....
Inside Higher Ed, Mar. 29
Thomson Gale creates Poet&#8217;s Corner for National Poetry Month
[http://www.thomson.com/content/pr/tl/tl_gale/WhenWordsBecomePoetry]
To help celebrate National Poetry Month, Thomson Gale has created Poet&rsquo;s Corner
[http://www.berkshirepublishing.com/brw/product.asp?projID=2006], a free website of poetry
resources to help students, teachers, and poetry lovers worldwide get the most out of National
Poetry Month. The website includes a downloadable calendar highlighting key moments throughout
poetry&rsquo;s history, a downloadable screensaver, bookmarks, and a unique free poster....
Thomson Gale, Mar. 30
Libraries close their books
[http://www.theage.com.au/news/education-news/libraries-close-their-books/2007/03/23/1174597895189.h
tml]
Coburg Senior High School in Australia is a school with an eye on the future, where students
download podcasts of their classes and relax over caffe lattes. It is also a school without a
library. For the 50 year-10 students who started at the new school this year, finding information
is just a matter of stepping up to one of many computers dotted around the school and logging
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on....
Melbourne (Australia) The Age, Mar. 26
Six films return to the RKO fold
[http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/la-ca-rko1apr01,1,1194640.story?ctrack=1&cset=true]
(Registration required)
After much sleuthing and restoration, Turner Classic Movies is unveiling
[http://www.tcm.com/2007/rko/index.jsp] six “lost” films from the RKO library. Caught up in a
legal tangle that involved King Kong creator Merian C. Cooper and then largely forgotten, the
films haven’t been seen in some 50 years. The search for the films began last April....
Los Angeles Times, Apr. 1
The Public Library as an asylum for the homeless
[http://www.tomdispatch.com/index.mhtml?emx=x&pid=180836]
Chip Ward writes: “When her ‘nobody there’ conversation disturbs the reader seated beside her,
Ophelia turns, chuckles at the woman’s discomfort, and explains, ‘Don’t mind me, I'm dead. It’s
okay. I’ve been dead for some time now.’ Scenes from a psych ward? Not at all. Welcome to the Salt
Lake City Public Library. Like every urban library in the nation, the City Library, as it is
called, is a de facto daytime shelter for the citys ‘homeless.’...
TomDispatch blog, Apr. 3
Fiona: Flying Librarian
[http://www.latimes.com/features/kids/readingroom/la-et-story1apr01,0,7103617.story?coll=la-living-k
ids_reading_room]
Author Sue Alexander pens a high-flying librarian-themed children’s short story for the Los
Angeles Times: “Fiona is the librarian at Centertown Elementary School. She is a very good
librarian. She makes sure that her library has books the students will like, as well as books to
help them do their reports. Fiona is also a very good pilot. She can fly a plane higher and faster
and straighter than anyone in the universe.”...
Los Angeles Times, Apr. 1
calendar accepting nominations
[http://www.berkshirepublishing.com/assets_news/libraries/CalendarNominationForm.pdf] (PDF file)
The 2007 book Heart of the Community: The Libraries We Love
[http://www.berkshirepublishing.com/brw/product.asp?projID=2006] is being followed up by a
full-color Libraries We Love 2008 calendar. If your favorite library meets the selection criteria,
nomination forms are now available and will be accepted through April 15....
Berkshire Publishing, Mar. 30
Blind advocates protest in Tallahassee
[http://www.news-press.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070322/NEWS01/70322016/1075]
About 50 advocates for the blind and visually impaired planned to converge on the Florida capitol
March 22 with a mission to lobby for more services and protest legislation. Wielding white-tipped
canes and aided by service dogs, the group hoped to help defeat a bill that would make it more
difficult for blind students in public schools to get Braille instruction. Meanwhile, over 100
blind children protested in Britain [http://news.scotsman.com/uk.cfm?id=481132007] over similar
complaints....
Ft. Myers (Fla.) News-Press, Mar. 22 ; Evening News (Scotland), Mar. 28
SERU releases recommended practices draft [http://www.niso.org/committees/SERU/SERU_announce.html]
The National Information Standards Organization Shared E-Resource Understanding (SERU) Working
Group has posted the first public draft best practices document (PDF file
[http://www.niso.org/committees/SERU/SERUdraft0.3.pdf]). This document, “The SERU Approach to
E-Resource Subscriptions: Framework for Development and Use of SERU,” presents a shared set of
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understandings to which publishers and libraries can point when negotiating the sale of electronic
content....
National Information Standards Organization, Mar. 15
The YouTube defense [http://www.slate.com/id/2162780?nav=tap3]
Slate’s Andrew K. Woods discusses the influence of viral video websites like YouTube on
establishing a social context for human rights lawsuits: “YouTube and its ilk mean that today
anyone can tell human rights stories . . . if the stories are told with enough brio and skill, the
public will pay attention, and the government may be more likely to respond. Critics pooh-pooh the
importance of all of this by pointing to the fact that civil rights advocates have traditionally
had a friend in the press. But they’re missing the point: YouTube goes where the mainstream media
can’t or won’t go.”...
Slate, Mar. 28
Used books often hide other treasures
[http://www.norwichbulletin.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070327/COLUMNISTS05/703270328/1002/NEWS
01]
Betsy Hamill of Mansfield Center is president of the Friends group at Mansfield Public Library.
Twice a year, the Friends hold a book sale, and over the years, Hamill and her cohorts have found
personal letters, valentines, used engagement calendars, photographs, and pressed flowers in
books. “I find it rather touching,” she said....
Norwich (Conn.) Bulletin, Mar. 27

CyberCemetery, archiving lost websites
[http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=7819832]
When agencies lose federal funding, websites disappear without notice. But librarians at the
University of North Texas want the information on those sites to be preserved. So they created
CyberCemetery [http://govinfo.library.unt.edu/]. Listen to the NPR report (1:xx) or hear the uncut
version—and read the transcript—at Texas public radio affiliate KERA....
NPR, Mar. 10; KERA, Feb. 16
Life on the Ohio and Erie Canal documented online [http://www.loc.gov/today/pr/2007/07-068.html]
Through recordings, letters, and photographs, the online presentation
[http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/nye/index.html] “Captain Pearl R. Nye: Life on the Ohio
and Erie Canal” offers a look at a way of life that was eventually supplanted by the railroad.
Through Captain Nye’s letters and songs, the presentation captures the culture and music of the
men, women, and children who worked and lived along the Ohio and Erie Canal....
Library of Congress, Apr. 2
Library sex: Myth persists more than fact
[http://www.purdueexponent.org/index.php/module/Section/section_id/17?module=article&story_id=5048]
Although students are often portrayed having sex in campus libraries in popular film, it's not
prominent at Purdue. Judy Nixon, head of the Purdue University Libraries Humanities, Social
Science and Education Library, said there have been minimal instances of students having sex in
the libraries. But it has happened. Nixon said although there is a popular notion about
intercourse in the library, it is likely just a fantasy....
The West Lafayette (Ind.) Exponent, Mar. 29
Man caught videotaping women&#8217;s feet at California library
[http://abclocal.go.com/ktrk/story?section=bizarre&id=5162638]
A man was surreptitiously videotaping female feet in the science library at University of
California, Santa Cruz, campus police said. “Officers indicated he was embarrassed by his
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behavior,” university spokesman Jim Burns said Monday. “He offered no resistance to the request
that he leave immediately and indicated he would not be back.”...
KTRK Houston, Mar. 29

[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/annual/2007a/geninfo.htm]
Is accessibility a concern for you? Find out how
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/annual/2007a/accessibility.htm] to meet your
communication or physical requirements.

[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog&_pn=product_detail&_op=2177]
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog2&_pn=product_detail&_op=2252]
Getting teens to read for fun is the ultimate challenge, yet research shows that it improves
skills in grammar and spelling while expanding vocabularies.
Serving Teens Through Readers' Advisory
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog2&_pn=product_detail&_op=2252] addresses
teens&rsquo; unique needs with practical tools that help Readers&rsquo; Advisors. NEW! From ALA
Editions.

[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/annual/2007a/home.htm]
Whether you’re speaking at, blogging, or just attending the Annual Conference, let your colleagues
know by downloading these buttons
[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/annual/2007a/home.htm] to include on your website or
blog.
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Chicago Public Library’s Building Renaissance
2007 Library Design Showcase
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Building Libraries versus Schools
Human Error: When Good Intentions Meet Bad Planning

From the CentenniAL Blog
The Women Who Came First.
[http://blogs.ala.org/AL100.php?title=the_women_who_came_first&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1] In the
beginning there was no editor&mdash;at least none anyone felt was worth naming in the issues of
the Bulletin of the American Library Association (precursor to American Libraries) published from
the first issue in 1907 to 1931. One can only assume that it was those much maligned, bun-toting
spinsters of early librarianship who dutifully recorded the activities of ALA for the first
quarter-century of the magazine&rsquo;s tenure as &ldquo;official organ,&rdquo; a disconcerting
moniker that ALA Policy 10.2&mdash;written before there was an internet&mdash;still forces us to
carry....

Career Leads from
[http://joblist.ala.org/]
(Reference Services),
[http://joblist.ala.org/modules/jobseeker/controller.cfm?scr=jobdetail&jobid=5798] Louisiana State
University, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Seeking candidate with the ability to work both independently
and collegially in a demanding and rapidly changing environment; excellent interpersonal,
communication, and organizational skills; demonstrated ability to provide library instruction and
reference services....
@ More jobs [http://joblist.ala.org/]...

[http://www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlpubs/crlnews/backissues2007/march07/plagiarism.htm]
[http://alamembers.ning.com/forum/topic/show?id=512345%3ATopic%3A1463]
Visit the ALA Social Network on Ning [http://alamembers.ning.com/], where Jenny Levine posts about
the “Mattering in the Blogosphere” feature in the March AL: “Unfortunately, print is very limiting
when it comes to being able to represent the biblioblogosphere, which is why the article could
only include 10 bloggers. Here online, though, we don’t have the same limitations.”... Get
involved in the discussion.
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=1933114]
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[http://www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlpubs/crlnews/backissues2006/december06/literarybaltimore.htm]
[http://blogs.ala.org/acrlpodcast.php?title=john_waters_talks_to_acrl_2&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1]
Following his speech at the ACRL conference, filmmaker John Waters sat down and recorded an audio
interview
[http://blogs.ala.org/acrlpodcast.php?title=john_waters_talks_to_acrl_2&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1] (20
min.) with ACRL President Pam Snelson and others to discuss the bookstore jobs he’s held, his
controversial “Hooked on Books” campaign idea, stealing library books as a youth, and, of course,
scrotums. Find more ACRL coverage at ACRLog [http://www.acrlblog.org/].

Public Perception
How the World
Sees Us
“Only the librarians ever fought them. No bank or telephone company would say ‘no’ when an agent
comes in and says this is needed for a national security investigation. ”
?James Dempsey, policy director of the Center for Democracy and Technology on the reported FBI
abuses of the U.S. Patriot Act, Associated Press, Mar. 30.

[http://www.ala.org/ala/ppo/currentprograms/foreverfree/forfreetourtwo.htm]
[http://www.ala.org/ala/cro/katrina/katrina.htm]
donations [http://www.ala.org/ala/cro/katrina/katrina.htm]

Poll
Results of the
March 28 poll:
How much of your professional reading is done online?
None: 6 (3%)
1-30%: 56 (30%)
31-70%: 84 (46%)
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71-99%: 37 (20%)
(184 responses)
This is an unscientific poll that reflects the opinions of only those AL Direct readers who have
chosen to participate.

Ask the ALA Librarian

Q. Hooray! Our budget was approved for new library automation software. But where do I start? What
do I buy? Who are the main vendors? What is a Request for Proposal (RFP) and how do I write one?
A. You can start with ALA Library Fact Sheet 21, Automating Libraries and Virtual Reference: A
Selected Annotated Bibliography [http://www.ala.org/library/fact21.html] which lists both online
and print resources that give you an overall look at the various library automation choices. The
more information that you have, the easier it will be to write the RFP and then decide what would
be best for your library. See more at the ALA Professional Tips wiki
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Library_Automation_Software].
The ALA Librarian [mailto:AskTheLibrarian@ala.org] welcomes your questions.

Calendar
Apr. 27–28:
Bath Book Fair [http://www.batlines.btinternet.co.uk/], Bath, United Kingdom. Contact: Chris
Phillips [mailto:batholdbooks@yahoo.co.uk], +44-0-12-2574-2755.
Apr. 27–29: Access to Knowledge (A2K) Conference [http://research.yale.edu/isp/], New Haven,
Connecticut. Contact: Eddan Katz [mailto:eddan.katz@yale.du], 203-432-4830.
Apr. 29–May 1: Canadian Learning Commons Conference
[http://www.ikebarberlearningcentre.ubc.ca/clcc2/index.html], Vancouver, “Continuing the
Conversation.” Contact: Angela Raasch [mailto:araasch@sfu.ca], 604-291-4084.
Apr. 29–May 2: VISTI Conference [http://internetconferences.net/ipsi/conference.php?conf=49],
Costa Brava, Spain. Contact: InternetConferences [mailto:spain@internetconferences.net].
Apr. 30: Library Assessment: Using Data to Make Decisions
[http://www.metro.org/component/option,com_extcalendar/Itemid,278/extmode,view/extid,93/], New
York. Contact: Metropolitan New York Library Council, 212-228-2320.
Apr. 30–May 1: Annual Preservation Conference
[http://www.archives.gov/preservation/conferences/2007/], Adelphi, Maryland, “Managing the
Intangible: Creating, Storing and Retrieving Digital Surrogates of Historical Materials.” Contact:
Richard Schneider [mailto:richard.schneider@nara.gov], 301-837-3617.
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May 2–3: Amigos Annual Member Conference [http://www.amigos.org/conferences/spr07/], Dallas.
Contact: Amigos Library Services [mailto:amigos@amigos.org], 1-800-843-8482.
May 2–4: Best Practices Exchange 2007 [http://www.bpexchange.org/], Chandler, Arizona, “Libraries
and Archives in the Digital Era.” Contact: Sara Muth [mailto:smuth@lib.az.us], 602-542-4359.
May 2–5: Annual Association for Recorded Sound Collections Conference
[http://www.arsc-audio.org/conference2007.html], Milwaukee, “Victorians and Their Music Machines.”
Contact: Kurt Nauck [mailto:nauck@78rpm.com], 281-288-7826.
May 3–4: LOEX (Library Orientation Exchange) Conference
[http://public.csusm.edu/acarr/loex/program.html], San Diego, “Uncharted Waters: Tapping the
Depths of Our Community to Enhance Learning.” Contact: Tracey Mayfield. [mailto:tmayfiel@csulb.edu]
May 7–8: Mid-Atlantic Library Futures Conference
[http://www.palinet.org/futures/malfuturesconference.aspx], Atlantic City, New Jersey,
“Imagination to Transformation.” Contact: Mark Amorosi [mailto:mamorosi@njstatelib.org],
609-943-5189.
@ More [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/datebook/datebook.cfm]...

Contact Us
American Libraries Direct
AL Direct is a free electronic newsletter e-mailed every Wednesday to personal members of the
American Library Association [http://www.ala.org].
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U.S. & World News
Senate timber funds extension
could save Jackson County libraries

The Jackson County, Oregon, library system,
which was scheduled to shut down April 6, could
be rescued by emergency funding approved by
the U.S. Senate 75–22 on March 28. The
proposed five-year, $5-billion program would
assist the over 700 counties in 39 states that received funds from the
Secure Rural Schools and Communities Self Determination Act,
passed in 2000 but not renewed in 2006....

Former “John Doe” testifies before
Congress

Annual Conference
program tracks and
descriptions are
available in both HTML
and PDF formats.

George Christian, executive director of the Library
Connection and former plaintiff in John Doe v.
Gonzales, testified April 11 before a Senate
subcommittee on the harmful effects of receiving a
National Security Letter, a component of the USA
Patriot Act, from the FBI. Christian asked Congress
“to take special note of the uses and abuses of
NSLs, in libraries and bookstores and other places where higher First
Amendment standards should be considered.”...

Librarian admits National Archives thefts

Denning McTague, 40, pleaded guilty April 4 to one federal count of
stealing government property in the theft of some 165 documents
related to the Civil War from the National Archives branch in
Philadelphia and offering them for sale on Ebay. McTague, a former
local history librarian at Nyack (N.Y.) Library, has since aided in the
recovery of all but three of the stolen items, which may be taken into
consideration when he is sentenced July 12 to as long as 10 years in
prison and a fine of up to $250,000....

Colorado library reverses open-meeting policy

Reversing their previous policy, city officials plan to delete the
requirement that all meetings at the Longmont (Colo.) Public Library
be open to the public. The change follows a February 13 meeting at
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Inspire library
patrons—young and
old—to become
“award-winning
readers” by seeking
out ALA’s awardwinning books for
young adults. This
colorful undated poster
features descriptions
of the following
awards: Alex Award,
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the library of the Colorado Immigrants Rights Coalition, which had
asked nonmembers to RSVP since space was limited....

Ohio budget revamps library funding mechanism

Ohio Gov. Ted Strickland’s 2008–09 budget proposal eliminates the
freeze in public library funding that has been in effect since 2001.
Although the Library and Local Government Support Fund remains
frozen through 2007, Strickland has called for a modest increase in
the fund, from its current $458-million level to an estimated $462
million in 2008 and $464.9 million in 2009....

Belpré Award, Edwards
Award, Coretta Scott
King Award, Newbery
Medal, Schneider
Family Book Award,
Sibert Informational
Book Medal, and Printz
Award. NEW! From
ALA Graphics.

Harry Potter publisher lays down the law for
libraries

Harry Potter publisher Scholastic has imposed strict rules on libraries
that receive the final book in the series before its July 21 release
date. The contract requires libraries to limit the number of staffers
who handle the copies of Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows
before its official release and to provide names and contact
information for each branch manager....

Library cat gets $1.25-million
book deal

Dewey Readmore Books, the live-in mascot
of the Spencer (Iowa) Public Library who
died at age 19 on November 29, 2006, has
caught one last treasure for SPL Director
Vicki Myron: Grand Central Publishing
signed a $1.25-million book deal April 2 for
Dewey’s life story. Myron will coauthor the biography, tentatively
titled Dewey, a Small Town, a Library, and the World’s Most Beloved
Cat, with Bret Witter, who was involved in publishing the Chicken
Soup for the Soul series....

Don’t forget to vote
for the candidates of
your choice for ALA
President, Treasurer,
and Council. The
deadline is April 24 at
11:59 p.m. Central
time.
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ALA News
Communities come together for
National Library Week

Communities across the country and all types of
libraries will come together next week to celebrate
the many contributions of our nation’s libraries
and library workers during National Library Week,
April 15–21. This year’s theme is “Come together
@ your library,” and libraries are looking more like
social hotspots. Unlike bookstores and cybercafés, libraries offer free
access to wireless internet access, laptops for in-library use, 24/7
online reference help, e-books, blogs, wikis, and downloadable
mp3s....

New season of Step Up to the
Plate @ your library

Just as baseball season is officially
gearing up all across the country, so is
the second season of the Step Up to the
Plate @ your library program, developed
by ALA and the National Baseball Hall of
Fame and Museum. Kids and young adults
from 9 to 18 are invited to go to their library, pick out a baseball
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book, and describe how their favorite characters inspired them.
Entries can be submitted in both English and Spanish from now until
September 1....

CentenniAL
Blog

ALA annual report online

ALA has posted its online annual report for
2005–2006, covering the year’s conferences,
partnerships, programs, issues, and highlights.
The online edition follows ALA’s fiscal year from
September 1, 2005, to August 31, 2006. The
web-based format allows expanded coverage of
ALA and provides extensive information about the year’s conferences
and workshops, programs and partners, and awards and honors,
including winners of the Youth Media Awards....

Fort Huachuca library closure sparks concern

ALA President Leslie Burger sent a letter (PDF file) March 26 to
Acting Secretary of the Army Preston Geren expressing concern
about the recent closure of the Fort Huachuca Library, located on an
Army installation in Arizona. The closure is part of a pilot program
that could result in additional Army base library closings throughout
the country....

Featured review: Media

Tademy, Lalita. Red River. Read by
Bahni Turpin. Apr. 2007. 13.5 hr. Books
on Tape, 11 CDs (978-1-4159-3621-4).
Turpin sets an appropriately
atmospheric tone in her soft-spoken
reading of this moving story of hardship
and courage, a fictionalized account of
the Tademy family’s survival and
struggles following an 1873 riot in Colfax, Louisiana.
According to the introduction, relayed by a member of the
Tademy family, “the Colfax riot wasn’t no riot like they say.
We was close enough to see how it play out a massacre.”...

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
D.C. Update

Covers and features
and drawings, oh
my! All through 1931,
the ALA Bulletin
promoted the
impending changes of
a redesign slated for
the January 1932
issue. It started
businesslike enough: A
Council report in
February noted that
members got a
magazine that cost
$2.14 to produce for
their $2 membership
fee. In May, ALA
Secretary Carl H.
Milam argued for an
expansion in content
and a dues increase to
pay for it. To promote
a contest to rename
the Bulletin, an August
article provided a
facetious “résumé” of
earlier uses of
“bulletins” throughout
history. The new
Bulletin in January
1932 (above) is nice,
if perhaps a bit
anticlimactic after all
the buildup....

Smithsonian Folklife Festival

Stick around after Annual Conference for the
41st Annual Smithsonian Folklife Festival, on
the National Mall, June 27–July 1 and July 4–
8. The Festival typically includes daily and
evening programs of music, song, dance,
celebratory performance, crafts and cooking
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demonstrations, storytelling, illustrations of workers’ culture, and
narrative sessions for discussing cultural issues. A Mekong River
program will bring feature 200 artists, performers, craftspeople,
cooks, and ritual specialists from the Mekong region for Vietnamese
folk opera, a Lao holiday feast, and a Cambodian wedding
procession....
Smithsonian Folklife Festival

Stand-up is thriving in D.C.

The D.C. Improv is great, but it’s far from the only comedy spot in
town. The Reef, Café Japone, the Riot Act Comedy Club, Soho Tea &
Coffee, and the Topaz Bar offer local and national comics as well as
open-mike sessions. “There’s a lot of local talent, there really is,”
says John Xereas, who opened the doors to the Riot Act Comedy
Club in early March....
Washington Post, Mar. 30

D.C. parks and gardens

The Washington area boasts many areas
with trees, flowers, and wildlife where
conference-goers can escape to find either
solitude or adventure. The Tudor Place
Historic House and Garden (right) was built
by Martha Washington’s granddaughter and
includes some of the trees and boxwoods planted by Martha Custis
Peter herself. Fort Dupont Park is a heavily wooded, 400-acre site
that protects an important subwatershed of the Anacostia River. Rock
Creek Park is a unique city park that meanders through the
Northwest section of this bustling city....

from

Cataloging
(Taxonomy)
Librarian, University
of Texas at Arlington.
Oversee authority
control in the online
catalog. Catalog
original materials.
Assist in implementing
and maintaining
library technologies
such as an electronic
resource management
system. Extract
statistics from online
catalog for research
purposes. Ability to
read and write in one
or more modern
foreign languages
required....

@ More jobs...

Cultural Tourism DC

Division News
Joseph Branin appointed C&RL editor

ACRL has appointed Joseph Branin, director of libraries at
Ohio State University, as editor of College & Research
Libraries. Branin will serve a renewable three-year term
beginning July 1, 2008. Branin succeeds William Potter,
director of libraries at the University of Georgia....

Nominations open for Teens’ Top Ten vote

Nominations are available for YALSA’s national Teens’ Top Ten vote
to take place during Teen Read Week, October 14–20. Teens across
the country are encouraged to read the 25 nominated titles to
prepare themselves for the vote....

Excellence in Young Adult Library Service: Round
five

YALSA is now accepting applications for the fifth round of its
Excellence in Library Service to Young Adults Project. The award task
force will select up to 25 exemplary teen programs or services in all
types of libraries to include in a fifth edition of Excellence in Library
Service to Young Adults. The top five programs will receive cash
awards of $1,000 each. The deadline for applications is June 1....

LAMA bus tour to explore off-site
storage
If you are an academic librarian or architect
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Celebrate! El día de
los niños/El día de los
libros (Children’s
Day/Book Day), known
as Día, is a celebration
of children, families,
and reading held
annually on April 30.
The celebration
emphasizes the
importance of
advocating literacy for
children of all linguistic
and cultural
backgrounds.
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and are planning options for collection storage
facilities, check out LAMA’s preconference, “OffSite but Not Out of Reach: The Shared High
Density Storage Solution,” Friday, June 22. This
daylong bus tour will explore the Washington Research Library
Consortium high-density shelving facility, shared by eight research
institutions....

LITA preconference registration open

LITA will hold a full-day preconference, “Simplifying Complex Projects
Using Dotproject for Project Management” on Friday, June 22, in
Washington, D.C., in conjunction with ALA Annual Conference.
Registration is now open for this training session on dotProject, a
powerful Open Source project management tool....

PLA talk table proposals

PLA is accepting talk table proposals for its 12th
National Conference, to be held March 25–29, 2008,
in Minneapolis. Proposals may be submitted on the
online form through July 1. Talk table facilitators are
expected to briefly showcase model programs or
report on projects or studies (5–10 minutes) and
stimulate discussion....

New benefit for ALA
organizational
members: First National
Merchant Services
offers ALA member
libraries a credit card
and payment-processing
solution that provides
competitive rates and
excellent customer
service. To take
advantage of this
member benefit or to
learn more about First
National, call 800-3543988 or visit their
website and identify
yourself as representing
an ALA member library.

RUSA supports the Cultural Communities Fund

RUSA has donated $10,000 to support the ALA Cultural Communities
Fund. The gift is in recognition of 60+ years of the RUSA Notable
Books Council, a committee responsible for the Notable Books List....

Round Table News
MAGERT preconference on rare map resources

The Map and Geography Round Table is organizing a preconference,
“Rare, Antiquarian, or Just Plain Old: Cataloging Pre-20th Century
Cartographic Resources,” at ALA Annual Conference in Washington,
June 21–22. This two-day workshop, hosted by the Library of
Congress, will offer instruction and hands-on activities with sheet
maps, atlas plates, facsimiles, and atlases, ranging from manuscript
to printed items....

IFRT to celebrate the Library Bill of Rights

The Intellectual Freedom Round Table will sponsor a preconference
on ALA’s Library Bill of Rights, Thursday, June 21, 1–4 p.m., in
Washington, D.C. A panel of speakers who have faced challenges will
talk about what the document means to them....
Don Wood: Library 2.0 blog, Apr. 6

Awards
Mary Dempsey receives 2007 Ken
Haycock Award

Chicago Public Library Commissioner Mary Dempsey
has received the 2007 Ken Haycock Award for
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Public
Perception
How the World
Sees Us

Homeless Guy #1:
“Damn! I just got
kicked out of the
library! Damn!”
Homeless Guy #2:
“What did you do,
man?”
#1: “I don’t know.”
#2: “Aren’t you
drunk?”
#1: “Well, yeah.
Also, I might have
been looking at
dirty pictures on the
computer.”
#2: “Aw, that’s not
so bad.”
#1: “And they said I
was being
disrespectful to the
librarians.”
#2: [freaking out]
“No way, man! You
can never, never
disrespect the
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Promoting Librarianship. The award—given annually to
honor an individual for contributing significantly to the
public recognition and appreciation of librarianship
through professional performance, teaching, and/or
writing—consists of $1,000 and a citation of achievement....

BRASS Thomson Financial Student Travel
Award

Sylvia James, principal of the Sylvia James Consultancy
in the United Kingdom, is the recipient of RUSA’s 2007
Business Reference and Services Section Thomson
Financial Student Travel Award. BRASS presents the award to a
candidate who has demonstrated an interest in pursuing a career as
a business reference librarian....

librarians! Always
respect librarians!
What were you
thinking? Are you
an idiot?”
—Overheard by librarian on
break outside the Boulder
(Colo.) Public Library,
reported in the Overheard in
the Office website, Mar. 26.

ACRL announces Leab
Exhibition Award winners

ACRL has named seven winners of the
2007 Katharine Kyes Leab and Daniel J.
Leab American Book Prices Current
Exhibition Awards. The awards recognize
outstanding exhibition catalogues issued
by American or Canadian institutions in
conjunction with library exhibitions as well as electronic exhibition
catalogues of outstanding merit issued within the digital/web
environment....

Priscilla Greco McFerren, director of the Guthrie Memorial Library in
Hanover, Pennsylvania, for nearly 33 years, has been honored with
the Pennsylvania Library Association’s Distinguished Service Award....

ALA and the
Guadalajara
International Book
Fair are partnering for
the ninth year to
provide support for
ALA members to
attend the 21st
Guadalajara
International Book Fair
(FIL) from November
24–28,
2007. Colombia will be
the Guest of Honor at
FIL 2007. The deadline
for application to the
ALA/FIL FREE PASS
Program is April 17.

Voices for America’s Libraries
Awards

Poll

Interview with Futas award–winner Jenna
Freedman

Barbara Fister interviews Jenna Freedman, winner of the 2007
Elizabeth Futas Catalyst for Change Award, aka the “troublemaker”
award. Freedman talks about zine collection development at Barnard
College, Radical Reference, and librarian activism....
ACRLog, Apr. 9

Hanover librarian wins state award

Hanover (Pa.) Evening Sun, Apr. 11

In recognition of their exemplary work
championing community access to libraries,
literature, and information, the Americans for
Libraries Council honored Peter Gomes, Susan
Jacoby, Sibyl Jacobson, and Fred Kent with
the first annual America’s Libraries Awards at
a March 30 reception at New York’s Grolier Club. The recipients were
selected for their leadership in four key sectors: education,
journalism, philanthropy, and the nonprofit sector....
Americans for Libraries Council, Apr. 5

StoryCorps wins Peabody Award
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/april/041107.htm[7/17/2014 1:16:47 PM]

What are YOU
doing?
Are you attending
ALA Annual
Conference in
Washington, D.C.,
this June?
Click here to
ANSWER!
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The StoryCorps Project, a national initiative
encouraging Americans to record one another’s
stories in sound, won a rare Institutional Award
during the 66th annual Peabody Awards,
administered by the University of Georgia’s Grady
College of Journalism and Mass Communication. The
StoryCorps recordings, more than 9,000 interviews to date, are being
archived at the American Folklife Center at the Library of Congress....
Library of Congress, Apr. 9

Seen Online

This is an unscientific poll
that reflects the opinions of
only those AL Direct readers
who have chosen to
participate.

Ask the ALA
Librarian

Michigan court to weigh nonresidents’ right to a
library card

The Michigan Supreme Court this week will consider a case that could
have major implications for the state’s 388 public libraries. It pits a
resident in Bloomfield Hills—one of the country’s wealthiest cities but
one without a library—against the nearby Bloomfield Township Public
Library, which refuses to sell him a nonresident library card. Both
sides say library users throughout Michigan could be hurt depending
on which way the high court rules....
Lansing (Mich.) State Journal, Apr. 10

University of Kentucky Libraries
open “The Hub”

The University of Kentucky’s mandate to
become a Top 20 university calls for a
“synergy of talent, creativity, and
innovation” to take place across the
campus. The UK Libraries new Information
Commons, known as “The Hub,” answers
this call by providing a space where UK students can realize this
synergy by developing and focusing their academic skills with the aid
of the latest technology in a collaborative research environment....
University of Kentucky News, Mar. 26

CBS producer fired over library story plagiarism

Katie Couric did a one-minute commentary April 4 on the joys of
getting her first library card, but the thoughts were less than original.
The piece was substantially lifted from a Wall Street Journal column
by Jeffrey Zaslow. CBS News apologized for the plagiarized passages
April 10 and said the commentary had been written by a network
producer who has since been fired. The Raw Story offers a side-byside comparison of the two pieces....
Washington Post, Apr. 11; Raw Story, Apr. 11

A book full of inspiring libraries

Editors Karen Christensen and David Levinson
conceived a contest. They wanted to create a
coffee-table book with photographs and descriptions
of America’s most beloved libraries and invited
essays nominating favorites. Out of more than 300
nominations, all deserving, just 80 could be included
in Heart of the Community: The Libraries We Love
(Berkshire). The editors looked for a wide
geographic range (Camden, Maine, to Anchorage,
Alaska; New Orleans to Regina, Saskatchewan). They tried to
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Q. I became
extremely
concerned upon
reading the recent
story, America Gone
Wrong: A Slashed
Safety Net Turns
Libraries into
Homeless Shelters,
written by Chip
Ward, the recently
retired assistant
director of the Salt
Lake City Public
Library System. I
remember the
Kreimer v.
Morristown case in
the early 1990s.
What is the best
way to approach
homeless library
patrons?
A. Beyond ALA’s
policy, Library
Services to the Poor,
you can also turn to
guidance from the
Hunger, Homelessness
& Poverty Task Force
of ALA’s Social
Responsibilities Round
Table and the
Services to Poor and
Homeless People
information from
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balance urban with rural, and took architecture and history into
consideration as well....
Concord (N.H.) Monitor, Apr. 8

Will closed Oregon libraries spur a bookstore
boom?

Judy Stoddart, who owns H Q Books in Medford, Oregon, along with
her husband Bob, said some library patrons began plotting their new
literary course long before the Jackson County libraries actually shut
their doors April 6. Many scoped out used bookstores, looking for
those that best suited their wants. But Stoddart said there won’t be
enough large-print books on the secondary market to go around for
seniors who depended on the library for them....

ALA’s Office for
Literacy and Outreach
Services. See more at
the ALA Professional
Tips wiki.
The ALA Librarian
welcomes your
questions.

Medford (Oreg.) Mail Tribune, Apr. 11

Michigan libraries fight budget
cuts by getting political

As Michigan public libraries face a 50% cut
in state funding, they are trying to galvanize patrons to lobby those
who control the state’s purse strings. Kent District Library, the
largest circulating public library system in the state with 18 branches,
has printed up bookmarks with contact information of legislators. At
Grand Rapids Public Library, sample letters and phone scripts are
available to make it easier to send messages to elected officials.
Herrick District Library in Holland has set out fliers and signs for
patrons to take....
Grand Rapids (Mich.) Press, Apr. 9

OSU comics library turns 30

The Ohio State University Cartoon
Research Library under the direction of
curator Lucy Shelton Caswell has, since
1977, amassed 2.5 million comic-strip
clippings, about 250,000 original
cartoons, and 51,000 serial titles,
including comic books. Its book titles number 34,000. The archive
spans the genre, including early newspaper editorials and Japanese
manga, as well as comic strips from Pogo to Calvin and Hobbes....
Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch, Apr. 2

NSW librarians awarded huge pay raise

Decades of gender bias were acknowledged March 28 with a huge
pay increase awarded to librarians, archivists, and library technicians
in New South Wales, Australia. The full bench of the Industrial
Relations Commission has found that because the professions have
been dominated by women, the work has been significantly
undervalued. Wages will be boosted on average by around 16%....
Australian Broadcasting Corporation, Mar. 28

Two librarian romances make
the NYT paperback list

Two romance novels with librarian
characters made the New York Times list
for paperback fiction the week of April 8.
Morning Comes Softly by Debbie
Macomber (Avon) is a reprint of a
romance involving a librarian from
Louisiana and a Montana rancher. In True
Believer by Nicholas Sparks (Warner), a hip young New Yorker finds
love with a beautiful librarian who lives in a North Carolina town....
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ALA TechSource, in
collaboration with
ACRL, will host the
first annual Gaming,
Learning, and
Libraries Symposium
in Chicago on July 22–
24. Gaming and
literacy experts James
Paul Gee and Henry
Jenkins will keynote
the event by exploring
how libraries fit into
the intersection of
gaming and the digital
learning landscape,
while guest speakers
Eli Neiburger and Scott
Nicholson will kick off
the discussions about
why libraries do this.

Calendar
Apr. 24–27:

Bologna (Italy)
Children’s Book Fair.
Contact: BolognaFiere.

May 23–27:

International
Exhibition and
Conference of
Archives, Bogotá,
Colombia. Contact:
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New York Times, Apr. 8

Tech Talk
Web color palette generator

By entering the URL of an image, you will get a color palette that
matches it. This tool is useful for coming up with a website color
palette that matches the key image on your website....
DeGraeve.com

Technology competencies and training
for libraries

The March/April issue of Library Technology Reports,
written by Sarah Houghton-Jan, tackles technology
competencies for librarians in the Information Age.
The report describes how to use descriptions of
technology competencies so they will enhance your
staff members’ knowledge, the purpose and
background of describing competencies, the process
of creating descriptions, and the various types and structures of lists
of competencies....
Library Technology Reports, Mar./Apr.

Google backs handwriting-recognition research

Google is sponsoring an artificial-intelligence research group’s work
to develop advanced technologies for character recognition. The
open-source project, called OCRopus, has several goals, including
developing a high-level, easy-to-use handwriting recognition system
that can convert handwritten documents to computer text, assisting
in the creation of electronic libraries, analyzing historical documents,
and helping vision-impaired people access information. The project is
headquartered at the Image Understanding and Pattern Recognition
research group in Kaiserslautern, Germany....
C|Net news, Apr. 11

Cream of the blog

Andrew Pace writes: “At a recent conference, I was having a
conversation with one of the luminaries of library and information
science education. We were debating a discussion from the library
blogosphere. When I asked what his students thought, he replied
somewhat glibly, ‘Students don’t read library blogs.’ Ouch. You mean,
they’re not hanging on our every word? What about our poignant
insights? I felt like a tree that falls in the forest only to be heard by
the other trees.”...
Hectic Pace blog, Apr. 11

Google Calendar tips and tricks

Gina Trapani writes: “Web-based
calendars have been around for ages, but
one year ago Google Calendar came onto
the scene and changed the game. You can
be a scheduling black belt with Google
Calendar. Step into my office to learn a
few lesser-obvious but super-useful GCal
techniques.”...
Lifehacker blog, Apr. 11

Actions & Answers
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Fundación Ciencias de
la Documentación.

June 10–12:

Elevations: The
Networking Library
Conference, Aarhus,
Denmark. Contact:
Århus Kommunes
Biblioteker.

June 17–22:

Association of
Seventh-day
Adventist
Librarians, 2007
Conference,
Helderberg College,
Somerset West, South
Africa. Contact:
Sabrina Riley, 402486-2600, ext. 2154.

June 19–21:

Joint Use Libraries:
An International
Conference, The
Lowry, Manchester,
United Kingdom.
Contact: Evidence
Base.

June 28–30:

Chartered Institute
of Library and
Information
Professionals,
Umbrella Conference,
University of
Hertfordshire, Hatfield,
England. Contact:
CILIP.

July 13–16:

Theory, Culture and
Society Conference,
University of Tokyo.
“Ubiquitous Media:
Asian
Transformations.”
Contact: UMAT.

July 16–20:

International
Association of
School
Librarianship,
Conference, Taipei,
Taiwan. “Cyberspace,
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37 lucky libraries will host Harry
Potter bus tour

Harry Potter publisher Scholastic announced April 11
the libraries that will host the Harry Potter and the
Deathly Hallows Knight Bus tour. The Knight Bus,
based on the triple-decker bus described in the
Harry Potter books, will launch June 1 from New
York City and travel to 37 libraries across the
country over a seven-week period. The tour will end
back in Scholastic headquarters at noon July 21 to
kick off the release of the seventh and final book in the series....
Scholastic, Apr. 11

24 weeks to a finished book

Jenni Fry writes: “Most new ALA Editions authors can guess what is
entailed in the first part of the book publishing process: write, write,
revise, revise, feedback from editor, revise, revise, final draft of
manuscript ready for production. But what exactly does ‘production’
mean? Workflow differs from one publishing house to the next, but
here’s the ideal flow here at Editions.”...
ALA Editions blog, Apr. 4

Earliest printed books in
selected languages, 800–1500
A.D.

George Eberhart writes: “Printing was first
developed in ancient China using a block
of wood on which characters were carved
in reverse relief. This woodblock was then
inked to produce multiple copies on sheets of paper or parchment.
No source that I know of identifies the earliest known printed books
in various languages. This list contains a number of educated
guesses as well as omissions, so if any readers know of earlier
imprints or languages that I’ve missed, please leave a comment.”...
Britannica Blog, Mar. 30

LC and Alexandria to build World Digital Library

Librarian of Congress James H. Billington and Director of the
Bibliotheca Alexandrina Ismail Serageldin signed an agreement April
10 at the Library of Congress outlining four areas in which the two
institutions will cooperate in building a World Digital Library. Both
institutions will contribute content and work together on the design
and implementation of the database, search engine, and interface for
the project....
Library of Congress, Apr. 10

Spike Lee film free to school and
academic libraries

“Teaching The Levees” is a curriculum that uses
Spike Lee’s documentary about New Orleans and
Hurrican Katrina, When the Levees Broke: A
Requiem in Four Acts, as a text to encourage
democratic dialogue about race and class in
America. The curriculum package was developed at
Teachers College, Columbia University. Through
the support of the Rockefeller Foundation, free
copies will be made available to teachers, schools, libraries, and
community groups. The package includes copies of the DVD and the
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D-world, and Elearning: Giving
Libraries and Schools
the Cutting Edge.”
Contact: IASL.

Aug. 19–23:

International
Federation of
Library Associations
and Institutions,
World Library and
Information Congress,
Durban, South Africa.
“Libraries for the
Future: Progress,
Development, and
Partnerships.”
Contact: IFLA.

Oct. 8–9:

Internet Librarian
International,
Copthorne Tara Hotel,
London. Contact: ILI.
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curriculum book....

Teachers College, Columbia University

Google Book Search libraries and their digital
copies

Jill E. Grogg and Beth Ashmore take a close look at how the
participating Google Book Search Library Project libraries are using
their copies of the digitized books—commonly referred to as the
library digital copy, the copy that Google gave to them in return for
their participation in the Book Search project....
Searcher 15, no. 4 (April)

Copyright renewal database

Stanford University has put online a database that searches the
copyright renewal records received by the U.S. Copyright Office
between 1950 and 1993 for books published in the United States
between 1923 and 1963. The period from 1923 to 1963 is of special
interest for U.S. copyrights, as works published after January 1,
1964, had their copyrights automatically renewed by the 1976
Copyright Act, and works published before 1923 have generally fallen
into the public domain....
Stanford University Libraries and Academic Information Resources

Resources for National Poetry
Month

The Library of Congress offers online poetry
resources for teachers, students, and librarians
who wish to note April as National Poetry
Month. Included are webcasts and recorded
poetry, reference resources, and 180 poems for
American high schools recommended by former Poet Laureate Billy
Collins....
Library of Congress

U.S./U.K. poets laureate to give joint readings

U.S. Poet Laureate Donald Hall and British Poet Laureate Andrew
Motion will participate in a historic series of joint poetry readings in
Chicago, Washington, D.C., and London, sharing the stage for the
first time and reacquainting the poetries of America and the United
Kingdom. The readings, which will take place in Chicago on May 7;
Washington, D.C., on May 10; and London on June 6 are sponsored
jointly by the Library of Congress, the Poetry Foundation and the
London-based Poetry Society....
Library of Congress, Apr. 11

Librarian: One of seven great careers

Columnist Marty Nemko includes “librarian” in one of seven career
choices that “for many college-educated people, provide an ideal
combination of money, status, sense of fulfillment, and good quality
of life, and have good job market prospects for the foreseeable
future.” He notes: “Today’s librarian is a high-tech information
sleuth, a master of mining cool databases (well beyond Google) to
unearth the desired nuggets.”...
Kiplinger’s, Apr. 6

Myths and misconceptions about roving reference

Joan Giannone busts eight myths about roving reference—librarians
who circulate through the reference area to offer assistance to users
at workstations or in the reference collection. Among the
misconceptions are “our patrons will hate it” and “it hampers our
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ability to get our work done.”...
Mentor Group Training, Mar. 21

Literacy in everyday life

The National Center for Education Statistics has
released Literacy in Everyday Life, the most recent
publication of the 2003 National Assessment of
Adult Literacy (PDF file). This report provides
extensive information on the literacy of American
adults age 16 and older and changes in their
performance since 1992. It also examines the
relationship between literacy and several
demographic variables including education,
occupation, and income....
National Center for Education Statistics, Apr. 4

A dose of sunlight

Michael McGrorty writes about his filing a discrimination complaint
with the U.S. Department of Labor against the County of Los Angeles
Public Library for allegedly not considering his job applications
“because of his military duty and status as a veteran.” He adds: “I
wouldn’t have filed the case if there were any alternative. It was not
even so much that the County appeared ready to pass over me for
hiring, but that they didn’t even respond to phone communications
and email notes. What this system seems to need is a dose of
sunlight.”...
Library Dust blog, Apr. 7

ARL Preservation Statistics 2004–05

The Association of Research Libraries has published its latest
compilation of data on the levels of preservation efforts in ARL
member libraries throughout North America. Highlights from ARL
Preservation Statistics 2004–05, compiled by Mark Young and Martha
Kyrillidou, suggest that preservation expenditures are in a steady
state. In 2003–04, 109 ARL libraries reported expenditures of nearly
$98 million; in 2004–05, 107 ARL libraries reported spending $2
million more than that for a total of almost $100 million....
Association of Research Libraries, Apr. 6

Japanese pillow poses as a book

Need to take a cat nap during a lull in the
library’s workday? With this Japanese pillow
book, you can pretend to have been working so
hard you fell asleep during a cataloging session.
The pillow shows a page (in English) headed,
“How Delightful Everything Is: Section 4.” The
cost is ¥12,000, or about $100....
Bytrico.com

CONSER standard record

The LC Policy Committee of the Program for Cooperative Cataloging
has endorsed the recommendations of the final reports submitted by
the Access Level Record for Serials Working Group and the Working
Group on Authentication Codes and Encoding Levels for Serials and
Integrating Resources. Implementation of the CONSER standard
record will begin as soon as feasible after the CONSER Operations
Meetings May 3–4....
Library of Congress, Apr. 6
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U.S. & World News
=====================================================================================
===============
Senate timber funds extension could save Jackson County libraries
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/april2007/jacksoncounty.cfm]
The Jackson County, Oregon, library system, which was scheduled to shut down April 6, could be rescued by
emergency funding approved by the U.S. Senate 75–22 on March 28. The proposed
five-year, $5-billion program would assist the over 700 counties in 39 states that received funds from the Secure Rural
Schools and Communities Self Determination Act, passed in 2000 but not
renewed in 2006....
Former &#8220;John Doe&#8221; testifies before Congress
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/jdt07.htm]
George Christian, executive director of the Library Connection and former plaintiff in John Doe v. Gonzales, testified
April 11 before a Senate subcommittee on the harmful effects of receiving a
National Security Letter, a component of the USA Patriot Act, from the FBI. Christian asked Congress “to take special
note of the uses and abuses of NSLs, in libraries and bookstores and
other places where higher First Amendment standards should be considered.”...
Librarian admits National Archives thefts
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[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/april2007/nationalarchives.cfm]
Denning McTague, 40, pleaded guilty April 4 to one federal count of stealing government property in the theft of some
165 documents related to the Civil War from the National Archives branch in
Philadelphia and offering them for sale on Ebay. McTague, a former local history librarian at Nyack (N.Y.) Library,
has since aided in the recovery of all but three of the stolen items, which
may be taken into consideration when he is sentenced July 12 to as long as 10 years in prison and a fine of up to
$250,000....
Colorado library reverses open-meeting policy
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/april2007/coloradomeetings.cfm]
Reversing their previous policy, city officials plan to delete the requirement that all meetings at the Longmont (Colo.)
Public Library be open to the public. The change follows a February 13
meeting at the library of the Colorado Immigrants Rights Coalition, which had asked nonmembers to RSVP since
space was limited....
Ohio budget revamps library funding mechanism
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/april2007/ohiofunding.cfm]
Ohio Gov. Ted Strickland&rsquo;s 2008&ndash;09 budget proposal eliminates the freeze in public library funding that
has been in effect since 2001. Although the Library and Local Government
Support Fund remains frozen through 2007, Strickland has called for a modest increase in the fund, from its current
$458-million level to an estimated $462 million in 2008 and $464.9 million in
2009....
Harry Potter publisher lays down the law for libraries
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/april2007/harrypottercontracts.cfm]
Harry Potter publisher Scholastic has imposed strict rules on libraries that receive the final book in the series before its
July 21 release date. The contract requires libraries to limit the
number of staffers who handle the copies of Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows before its official release and to
provide names and contact information for each branch manager....
Library cat gets $1.25-million book deal
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/april2007/deweyreadmoredeal.cfm]
Dewey Readmore Books, the live-in mascot of the Spencer (Iowa) Public Library who died at age 19 on November 29,
2006, has caught one last treasure for SPL Director Vicki Myron: Grand Central
Publishing signed a $1.25-million book deal April 2 for Dewey&rsquo;s life story. Myron will coauthor the biography,
tentatively titled Dewey, a Small Town, a Library, and the World&rsquo;s
Most Beloved Cat, with Bret Witter, who was involved in publishing the Chicken Soup for the Soul series....

ALA News
=====================================================================================
===============
Communities come together for National Library Week
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/nlw07gr.htm]
Communities across the country and all types of libraries will come together next week to celebrate the many
contributions of our nation’s libraries and library workers during National
Library Week, April 15–21. This year’s theme is “Come together @ your library,” and libraries are looking more like
social hotspots. Unlike bookstores and cybercafés, libraries offer free access
to wireless internet access, laptops for in-library use, 24/7 online reference help, e-books, blogs, wikis, and
downloadable mp3s....

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/april/041107.txt[7/17/2014 1:16:48 PM]

New season of Step Up to the Plate @ your library
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/baseball.htm]
Just as baseball season is officially gearing up all across the country, so is the second season of the Step Up to the Plate
@ your library program, developed by ALA and the National Baseball
Hall of Fame and Museum. Kids and young adults from 9 to 18 are invited to go to their library, pick out a baseball
book, and describe how their favorite characters inspired them. Entries can be
submitted in both English and Spanish from now until September 1....
ALA annual report online [http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/ALAannualreport.htm]
ALA has posted its online annual report for 2005–2006, covering the year’s conferences, partnerships, programs,
issues, and highlights. The online edition follows ALA’s fiscal year from
September 1, 2005, to August 31, 2006. The web-based format allows expanded coverage of ALA and provides
extensive information about the year’s conferences and workshops, programs and partners,
and awards and honors, including winners of the Youth Media Awards....
Fort Huachuca library closure sparks concern
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/huachucalibrary.htm]
ALA President Leslie Burger sent a letter (PDF file
[http://www.ala.org/ala/washoff/woissues/governmentinfo/fedlibs/FortHuachucaLibraryClosingLetterFina
l.pdf]) March 26 to Acting Secretary of the Army Preston Geren expressing concern about the recent closure of the
Fort Huachuca Library, located on an Army installation in Arizona. The closure is
part of a pilot program that could result in additional Army base library closings throughout the country....

Booklist Online
=====================================================================================
===============
Featured review: Media [http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=1929726]
Tademy, Lalita. Red River. Read by Bahni Turpin. Apr. 2007. 13.5 hr. Books on Tape, 11 CDs
(978-1-4159-3621-4).
Turpin sets an appropriately atmospheric tone in her soft-spoken reading of this moving story of hardship and courage,
a fictionalized account of the Tademy family&rsquo;s survival and struggles
following an 1873 riot in Colfax, Louisiana. According to the introduction, relayed by a member of the Tademy
family, “the Colfax riot wasn&rsquo;t no riot like they say. We was close enough to see
how it play out a massacre.”...
@ Visit Booklist Online [http://www.booklistonline.com/] for other reviews and much more....

D.C. Update
=====================================================================================
===============
Smithsonian Folklife Festival [http://www.folklife.si.edu/festival/2007/index.html]
Stick around after Annual Conference for the 41st Annual Smithsonian Folklife Festival, on the National Mall, June
27–July 1 and July 4–8. The Festival typically includes daily and evening
programs of music, song, dance, celebratory performance, crafts and cooking demonstrations, storytelling, illustrations
of workers’ culture, and narrative sessions for discussing cultural
issues. A Mekong River program will bring feature 200 artists, performers, craftspeople, cooks, and ritual specialists
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from the Mekong region for Vietnamese folk opera, a Lao holiday feast, and
a Cambodian wedding procession....
Smithsonian Folklife Festival
Stand-up is thriving in D.C.
[http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/03/29/AR2007032900712.html]
The D.C. Improv is great, but it’s far from the only comedy spot in town. The Reef, Café Japone, the Riot Act
Comedy Club, Soho Tea & Coffee, and the Topaz Bar offer local and national comics as
well as open-mike sessions. “There’s a lot of local talent, there really is,” says John Xereas, who opened the doors to
the Riot Act Comedy Club in early March....
Washington Post, Mar. 30
D.C. parks and gardens
[http://www.culturaltourismdc.org/info-url_nocat2536/info-url_nocat.htm?area=2552]
The Washington area boasts many areas with trees, flowers, and wildlife where conference-goers can escape to find
either solitude or adventure. The Tudor Place Historic House and Garden
[http://www.tudorplace.org/] (right) was built by Martha Washington’s granddaughter and includes some of the trees
and boxwoods planted by Martha Custis Peter herself. Fort Dupont Park
[http://www.nps.gov/fodu] is a heavily wooded, 400-acre site that protects an important subwatershed of the Anacostia
River. Rock Creek Park [http://www.nps.gov/rocr/] is a unique city
park that meanders through the Northwest section of this bustling city....
Cultural Tourism DC

Division News
=====================================================================================
===============
editor [http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/BranineditorCRLibraries.htm]
ACRL has appointed Joseph Branin, director of libraries at Ohio State University, as editor of College & Research
Libraries. Branin will serve a renewable three-year term beginning July 1,
2008. Branin succeeds William Potter, director of libraries at the University of Georgia....
Nominations open for Teens&#8217; Top Ten vote
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/NominationsTTT.htm]
Nominations are available for YALSA’s national Teens&rsquo; Top Ten vote to take place during Teen Read Week,
October 14&ndash;20. Teens across the country are encouraged to read the 25 nominated
titles [http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/teenreading/teenstopten/teenstopten.htm] to prepare themselves for the vote....
Excellence in Young Adult Library Service: Round five
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/YALSAExcellenceService.htm]
YALSA is now accepting applications for the fifth round of its Excellence in Library Service to Young Adults Project.
The award task force will select up to 25 exemplary teen programs or
services in all types of libraries to include in a fifth edition of Excellence in Library Service to Young Adults. The top
five programs will receive cash awards of $1,000 each. The deadline for
applications [http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/newsandeventsb/excellencegrant.htm] is June 1....
LAMA bus tour to explore off-site storage
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/LAMApreconference.htm]
If you are an academic librarian or architect and are planning options for collection storage facilities, check out
LAMA’s preconference, &ldquo;Off-Site but Not Out of Reach: The Shared High
Density Storage Solution,&rdquo; Friday, June 22. This daylong bus tour will explore the Washington Research
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Library Consortium high-density shelving facility, shared by eight research
institutions....
LITA preconference registration open
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/RegistrationopenLITA.htm]
LITA will hold a full-day preconference, &ldquo;Simplifying Complex Projects Using Dotproject for Project
Management&rdquo; on Friday, June 22, in Washington, D.C., in conjunction with ALA Annual
Conference. Registration is now open for this training session on dotProject [http://www.dotproject.net/], a powerful
Open Source project management tool....
PLA talk table proposals
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/PLAtalktalbeproposals.htm]
PLA is accepting talk table proposals for its 12th National Conference, to be held March 25–29, 2008, in Minneapolis.
Proposals may be submitted on the online form
[http://www.placonference.org/talk_table_app.cfm] through July 1. Talk table facilitators are expected to briefly
showcase model programs or report on projects or studies (5–10 minutes) and
stimulate discussion....
RUSA supports the Cultural Communities Fund
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/CulturalCommunitiesFund.htm]
RUSA has donated $10,000 to support the ALA Cultural Communities Fund. The gift is in recognition of 60+ years of
the RUSA Notable Books Council, a committee responsible for the Notable Books
List....

Round Table News
=====================================================================================
===============
MAGERT preconference on rare map resources [http://www.ala.org/ala/magert/magert.htm]
The Map and Geography Round Table is organizing a preconference, “Rare, Antiquarian, or Just Plain Old: Cataloging
Pre-20th Century Cartographic Resources,” at ALA Annual Conference in Washington,
June 21–22. This two-day workshop, hosted by the Library of Congress, will offer instruction and hands-on activities
with sheet maps, atlas plates, facsimiles, and atlases, ranging from
manuscript to printed items....
IFRT to celebrate the Library Bill of Rights
[http://donwood.alablog.org/blog/_archives/2007/3/2/2775403.html]
The Intellectual Freedom Round Table will sponsor a preconference on ALA’s Library Bill of Rights, Thursday, June
21, 1–4 p.m., in Washington, D.C. A panel of speakers who have faced challenges
will talk about what the document means to them....
Don Wood: Library 2.0 blog, Apr. 6

Awards
=====================================================================================
===============
Mary Dempsey receives 2007 Ken Haycock Award
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/DempseyHaycockAward.htm]
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Chicago Public Library Commissioner Mary Dempsey has received the 2007 Ken Haycock Award for Promoting
Librarianship. The award—given annually to honor an individual for contributing
significantly to the public recognition and appreciation of librarianship through professional performance, teaching,
and/or writing—consists of $1,000 and a citation of achievement....
BRASS Thomson Financial Student Travel Award
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/JamesThomasAward.htm]
Sylvia James, principal of the Sylvia James Consultancy in the United Kingdom, is the recipient of RUSA’s 2007
Business Reference and Services Section Thomson Financial Student Travel Award. BRASS
presents the award to a candidate who has demonstrated an interest in pursuing a career as a business reference
librarian....
ACRL announces Leab Exhibition Award winners
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/RBMSLeabwinners.htm]
ACRL has named seven winners of the 2007 Katharine Kyes Leab and Daniel J. Leab American Book Prices Current
Exhibition Awards. The awards recognize outstanding exhibition catalogues issued by
American or Canadian institutions in conjunction with library exhibitions as well as electronic exhibition catalogues of
outstanding merit issued within the digital/web environment....
Interview with Futas award&#8211;winner Jenna Freedman
[http://acrlblog.org/2007/04/09/troublemaker/]
Barbara Fister interviews Jenna Freedman, winner of the 2007 Elizabeth Futas Catalyst for Change Award, aka the
“troublemaker” award. Freedman talks about zine collection development at Barnard
College, Radical Reference, and librarian activism....
ACRLog, Apr. 9
Hanover librarian wins state award [http://www.eveningsun.com/localnews/ci_5641457]
Priscilla Greco McFerren, director of the Guthrie Memorial Library in Hanover, Pennsylvania, for nearly 33 years, has
been honored with the Pennsylvania Library Association’s Distinguished
Service Award....
Hanover (Pa.) Evening Sun, Apr. 11
Voices for America&#8217;s Libraries Awards
[http://www.lff.org/VoicesforLibrariesEventMarch2007.html]
In recognition of their exemplary work championing community access to libraries, literature, and information, the
Americans for Libraries Council honored Peter Gomes, Susan Jacoby, Sibyl
Jacobson, and Fred Kent with the first annual America’s Libraries Awards at a March 30 reception at New York’s
Grolier Club. The recipients were selected for their leadership in four key sectors:
education, journalism, philanthropy, and the nonprofit sector....
Americans for Libraries Council, Apr. 5
StoryCorps wins Peabody Award [http://www.loc.gov/today/pr/2007/07-072.html]
The StoryCorps Project, [http://www.storycorps.net/] a national initiative encouraging Americans to record one
another&rsquo;s stories in sound, won a rare Institutional Award during the 66th
annual Peabody Awards, [http://www.peabody.uga.edu/news/pressrelease.asp?ID=143] administered by the University
of Georgia&rsquo;s Grady College of Journalism and Mass Communication. The
StoryCorps recordings, more than 9,000 interviews to date, are being archived at the American Folklife Center at the
Library of Congress....
Library of Congress, Apr. 9

Seen Online
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=====================================================================================
===============
Michigan court to weigh nonresidents&#8217; right to a library card
[http://www.lsj.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070410/NEWS01/704100315/1001/news]
The Michigan Supreme Court this week will consider a case that could have major implications for the state’s 388
public libraries. It pits a resident in Bloomfield Hills—one of the country’s
wealthiest cities but one without a library—against the nearby Bloomfield Township Public Library, which refuses to
sell him a nonresident library card. Both sides say library users throughout
Michigan could be hurt depending on which way the high court rules....
Lansing (Mich.) State Journal, Apr. 10
University of Kentucky Libraries open &#8220;The Hub&#8221;
[http://news.uky.edu/news/display_article.php?category=2&artid=2104]
The University of Kentucky&rsquo;s mandate to become a Top 20 university calls for a &ldquo;synergy of talent,
creativity, and innovation&rdquo; to take place across the campus. The
UK Libraries new Information Commons, known as &ldquo;The Hub,&rdquo; [http://www.uky.edu/libraries/hub]
answers this call by providing a space where UK students can
realize this synergy by developing and focusing their academic skills with the aid of the latest technology in a
collaborative research environment....
University of Kentucky News, Mar. 26
CBS producer fired over library story plagiarism
[http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/04/10/AR2007041001537.html]
Katie Couric did a one-minute commentary April 4 on the joys of getting her first library card, but the thoughts were
less than original. The piece was substantially lifted from a Wall Street
Journal column [http://online.wsj.com/public/article/SB117391084682537392qNtwMyrV5hF6_OvdZJdpIjRiplo_20080313.html] by Jeffrey Zaslow. CBS News apologized
[http://www.cbsnews.com/blogs/2007/04/09/couricandco/entry2666121.shtml] for the plagiarized passages April 10
and said the commentary had been written by a network producer who has since
been fired. The Raw Story offers a side-by-side comparison
[http://rawstory.com/news/2007/Couric_leaves_up_blog_post_of_0411.html] of the two pieces....
Washington Post, Apr. 11; Raw Story, Apr. 11
A book full of inspiring libraries
[http://www.concordmonitor.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070408/REPOSITORY/704080321/1043/NEWS01]
Editors Karen Christensen and David Levinson conceived a contest. They wanted to create a coffee-table book with
photographs and descriptions of America’s most beloved libraries and
invited essays nominating favorites. Out of more than 300 nominations, all deserving, just 80 could be included in
Heart of the Community: The Libraries We Love (Berkshire). The editors looked
for a wide geographic range (Camden, Maine, to Anchorage, Alaska; New Orleans to Regina, Saskatchewan). They
tried to balance urban with rural, and took architecture and history into
consideration as well....
Concord (N.H.) Monitor, Apr. 8
Will closed Oregon libraries spur a bookstore boom?
[http://www.mailtribune.com/archive/2007/0411/biz/stories/biz-books-4-11-07.htm]
Judy Stoddart, who owns H Q Books in Medford, Oregon, along with her husband Bob, said some library patrons
began plotting their new literary course long before the Jackson County libraries
actually shut their doors April 6. Many scoped out used bookstores, looking for those that best suited their wants. But
Stoddart said there won’t be enough large-print books on the secondary
market to go around for seniors who depended on the library for them....
Medford (Oreg.) Mail Tribune, Apr. 11
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Michigan libraries fight budget cuts by getting political
[http://www.mlive.com/news/grpress/index.ssf?/base/news-35/117613008437590.xml&coll=6]
As Michigan public libraries face a 50% cut in state funding, they are trying to galvanize patrons to lobby those who
control the state’s purse strings. Kent District Library, the largest
circulating public library system in the state with 18 branches, has printed up bookmarks with contact information of
legislators. At Grand Rapids Public Library, sample letters and phone
scripts are available to make it easier to send messages to elected officials. Herrick District Library in Holland has set
out fliers and signs for patrons to take....
Grand Rapids (Mich.) Press, Apr. 9
OSU comics library turns 30
[http://www.columbusdispatch.com/dispatch/content/local_news/stories/2007/04/02/ANN02_ART_04-02-07_B
1_AT68CCG.html]
The Ohio State University Cartoon Research Library under the direction of curator Lucy Shelton Caswell has, since
1977, amassed 2.5 million comic-strip clippings, about 250,000 original
cartoons, and 51,000 serial titles, including comic books. Its book titles number 34,000. The archive spans the genre,
including early newspaper editorials and Japanese manga, as well as comic
strips from Pogo to Calvin and Hobbes....
Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch, Apr. 2
NSW librarians awarded huge pay raise [http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200203/s515929.htm]
Decades of gender bias were acknowledged March 28 with a huge pay increase awarded to librarians, archivists, and
library technicians in New South Wales, Australia. The full bench of the
Industrial Relations Commission has found that because the professions have been dominated by women, the work has
been significantly undervalued. Wages will be boosted on average by around
16%....
Australian Broadcasting Corporation, Mar. 28
paperback list [http://www.nytimes.com/2007/04/08/books/bestseller/0408bestpaperfiction.html]
Two romance novels with librarian characters made the New York Times list for paperback fiction the week of April 8.
Morning Comes Softly by Debbie Macomber (Avon) is a reprint of a romance
involving a librarian from Louisiana and a Montana rancher. In True Believer by Nicholas Sparks (Warner), a hip
young New Yorker finds love with a beautiful librarian who lives in a North
Carolina town....
New York Times, Apr. 8

Tech Talk
=====================================================================================
===============
Web color palette generator [http://www.degraeve.com/color-palette/]
By entering the URL of an image, you will get a color palette that matches it. This tool is useful for coming up with a
website color palette that matches the key image on your website....
DeGraeve.com
Technology competencies and training for libraries
[http://www.techsource.ala.org/ltr/technology-competencies-and-training-for-libraries.html]
The March/April issue of Library Technology Reports, written by Sarah Houghton-Jan, tackles technology
competencies for librarians in the Information Age. The report describes how to use
descriptions of technology competencies so they will enhance your staff members’ knowledge, the purpose and
background of describing competencies, the process of creating descriptions, and the
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various types and structures of lists of competencies....
Library Technology Reports, Mar./Apr.
Google backs handwriting-recognition research
[http://news.com.com/Google+backs+character-recognition+research/2100-1032_3-6175136.html]
Google is sponsoring an artificial-intelligence research group’s work to develop advanced technologies for character
recognition. The open-source project, called OCRopus, has several
goals, including developing a high-level, easy-to-use handwriting recognition system that can convert handwritten
documents to computer text, assisting in the creation of electronic libraries,
analyzing historical documents, and helping vision-impaired people access information. The project is headquartered at
the Image Understanding and Pattern Recognition [http://www.iupr.org/doku.php]
research group in Kaiserslautern, Germany....
C|Net news, Apr. 11
Cream of the blog [http://blogs.ala.org/pace.php?title=cream_of_the_blog&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1]
Andrew Pace writes: “At a recent conference, I was having a conversation with one of the luminaries of library and
information science education. We were debating a discussion from the
library blogosphere. When I asked what his students thought, he replied somewhat glibly, ‘Students don’t read library
blogs.’ Ouch. You mean, they’re not hanging on our every word? What about our
poignant insights? I felt like a tree that falls in the forest only to be heard by the other trees.”...
Hectic Pace blog, Apr. 11
Google Calendar tips and tricks
[http://lifehacker.com/software/google-calendar/geek-to-live--black-belt-scheduling-with-google-cale
ndar-250939.php]
Gina Trapani writes: “Web-based calendars have been around for ages, but one year ago Google Calendar came onto
the scene and changed the game. You can be a scheduling black belt with Google
Calendar. [http://www.google.com/intl/en/googlecalendar/overview.html] Step into my office to learn a few lesserobvious but super-useful GCal techniques.”...
Lifehacker blog, Apr. 11

Actions & Answers
=====================================================================================
===============
37 lucky libraries will host Harry Potter bus tour
[http://www.prnewswire.com/cgi-bin/stories.pl?ACCT=104&STORY=/www/story/04-112007/0004563379&EDATE=
]
Harry Potter publisher Scholastic announced April 11 the libraries that will host the Harry Potter and the Deathly
Hallows Knight Bus tour. The Knight Bus, based on the triple-decker bus described
in the Harry Potter books, will launch June 1 from New York City and travel to 37 libraries across the country over a
seven-week period. The tour will end back in Scholastic headquarters at noon
July 21 to kick off the release of the seventh and final book in the series....
Scholastic, Apr. 11
24 weeks to a finished book [http://blog.alaeditions.org/2007/04/04/24-weeks-to-a-finished-book/]
Jenni Fry writes: “Most new ALA Editions authors can guess what is entailed in the first part of the book publishing
process: write, write, revise, revise, feedback from editor, revise, revise,
final draft of manuscript ready for production. But what exactly does ‘production’ mean? Workflow differs from one
publishing house to the next, but here&rsquo;s the ideal flow here at
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Editions.”...
ALA Editions blog, Apr. 4
Earliest printed books in selected languages, 800&#8211;1500 A.D.
[http://blogs.britannica.com/blog/main/2007/03/earliest-printed-books-in-selected-languages-part-1-8
00-1500-ad/]
George Eberhart writes: “Printing was first developed in ancient China using a block of wood on which characters
were carved in reverse relief. This woodblock was then inked to produce multiple
copies on sheets of paper or parchment. No source that I know of identifies the earliest known printed books in various
languages. This list contains a number of educated guesses as well as
omissions, so if any readers know of earlier imprints or languages that I&rsquo;ve missed, please leave a comment.”...
Britannica Blog, Mar. 30
LC and Alexandria to build World Digital Library [http://www.loc.gov/today/pr/2007/07-069.html]
Librarian of Congress James H. Billington and Director of the Bibliotheca Alexandrina Ismail Serageldin signed an
agreement April 10 at the Library of Congress outlining four areas in which
the two institutions will cooperate in building a World Digital Library. Both institutions will contribute content and
work together on the design and implementation of the database, search
engine, and interface for the project....
Library of Congress, Apr. 10
Spike Lee film free to school and academic libraries [http://www.teachingthelevees.com/]
“Teaching The Levees” is a curriculum that uses Spike Lee’s documentary about New Orleans and Hurrican Katrina,
When the Levees Broke: A Requiem in Four Acts, as a text to encourage democratic
dialogue about race and class in America. The curriculum package was developed at Teachers College, Columbia
University. Through the support of the Rockefeller Foundation, free copies will
be made available to teachers, schools, libraries, and community groups. The package includes copies of the DVD and
the curriculum book....
Teachers College, Columbia University
Google Book Search libraries and their digital copies
[http://www.infotoday.com/searcher/apr07/Grogg_Ashmore.shtml]
Jill E. Grogg and Beth Ashmore take a close look at how the participating Google Book Search Library Project
libraries are using their copies of the digitized books—commonly referred to as
the library digital copy, the copy that Google gave to them in return for their participation in the Book Search
project....
Searcher 15, no. 4 (April)
Copyright renewal database
[http://collections.stanford.edu/copyrightrenewals/bin/page?forward=home]
Stanford University has put online a database that searches the copyright renewal records received by the U.S.
Copyright Office between 1950 and 1993 for books published in the United States
between 1923 and 1963. The period from 1923 to 1963 is of special interest for U.S. copyrights, as works published
after January 1, 1964, had their copyrights automatically renewed by the 1976
Copyright Act, and works published before 1923 have generally fallen into the public domain....
Stanford University Libraries and Academic Information Resources
Resources for National Poetry Month [http://www.loc.gov/poetry/]
The Library of Congress offers online poetry resources for teachers, students, and librarians who wish to note April as
National Poetry Month. [http://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/41] Included are
webcasts and recorded poetry, reference resources, and 180 poems [http://www.loc.gov/poetry/180/] for American high
schools recommended by former Poet Laureate Billy Collins....
Library of Congress
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U.S./U.K. poets laureate to give joint readings [http://www.loc.gov/today/pr/2007/07-076.html]
U.S. Poet Laureate Donald Hall and British Poet Laureate Andrew Motion will participate in a historic series of joint
poetry readings in Chicago, Washington, D.C., and London, sharing the
stage for the first time and reacquainting the poetries of America and the United Kingdom. The readings, which will
take place in Chicago on May 7; Washington, D.C., on May 10; and London on
June 6 are sponsored jointly by the Library of Congress, the Poetry Foundation and the London-based Poetry Society....
Library of Congress, Apr. 11
Librarian: One of seven great careers
[http://www.kiplinger.com/columns/onthejob/archive/2007/job0402.html]
Columnist Marty Nemko includes “librarian” in one of seven career choices that “for many college-educated people,
provide an ideal combination of money, status, sense of fulfillment, and
good quality of life, and have good job market prospects for the foreseeable future.” He notes: “Today’s librarian is a
high-tech information sleuth, a master of mining cool databases (well
beyond Google) to unearth the desired nuggets.”...
Kiplinger’s, Apr. 6
Myths and misconceptions about roving reference
[http://www.mentorgrouptraining.com/phpbb/viewtopic.php?t=11]
Joan Giannone busts eight myths about roving reference—librarians who circulate through the reference area to offer
assistance to users at workstations or in the reference collection. Among
the misconceptions are “our patrons will hate it” and “it hampers our ability to get our work done.”...
Mentor Group Training, Mar. 21
Literacy in everyday life [http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2007480]
The National Center for Education Statistics has released Literacy in Everyday Life, the most recent publication of the
2003 National Assessment of Adult Literacy (PDF file
[http://nces.ed.gov/Pubs2007/2007480_1.pdf]). This report provides extensive information on the literacy of American
adults age 16 and older and changes in their performance since 1992. It also
examines the relationship between literacy and several demographic variables including education, occupation, and
income....
National Center for Education Statistics, Apr. 4
A dose of sunlight [http://librarydust.typepad.com/library_dust/2007/04/a_dose_of_sunli.html]
Michael McGrorty writes about his filing a discrimination complaint with the U.S. Department of Labor against the
County of Los Angeles Public Library for allegedly not considering his job
applications “because of his military duty and status as a veteran.” He adds: “I wouldn&rsquo;t have filed the case if
there were any alternative. It was not even so much that the County
appeared ready to pass over me for hiring, but that they didn&rsquo;t even respond to phone communications and
email notes. What this system seems to need is a dose of sunlight.”...
Library Dust blog, Apr. 7
ARL Preservation Statistics 2004&#8211;05 [http://www.arl.org/news/pr/presstats0405.shtml]
The Association of Research Libraries has published its latest compilation of data on the levels of preservation efforts
in ARL member libraries throughout North America. Highlights from ARL
Preservation Statistics 2004–05, compiled by Mark Young and Martha Kyrillidou, suggest that preservation
expenditures are in a steady state. In 2003&ndash;04, 109 ARL libraries reported
expenditures of nearly $98 million; in 2004&ndash;05, 107 ARL libraries reported spending $2 million more than that
for a total of almost $100 million....
Association of Research Libraries, Apr. 6
Japanese pillow poses as a book [http://www.bytrico.com/onlineshop/item_html/ranchbox/ra01.html]
Need to take a cat nap during a lull in the library’s workday? With this Japanese pillow book, you can pretend to have
been working so hard you fell asleep during a cataloging session. The pillow
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/april/041107.txt[7/17/2014 1:16:48 PM]

shows a page (in English) headed, “How Delightful Everything Is: Section 4.” The cost is ¥12,000, or about $100....
Bytrico.com
CONSER standard record [http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/conser.html]
The LC Policy Committee of the Program for Cooperative Cataloging has endorsed the recommendations of the final
reports submitted by the Access Level Record for Serials Working Group and the
Working Group on Authentication Codes and Encoding Levels for Serials and Integrating Resources. Implementation
of the CONSER standard record will begin as soon as feasible after the CONSER
Operations Meetings May 3–4....
Library of Congress, Apr. 6

Poll
=====================================================================================
===============
What are YOU doing?
Are you attending ALA Annual Conference in Washington, D.C., this June?
Click here to ANSWER [http://www.zoomerang.com/survey.zgi?p=WEB226CRKEFGVZ]!
This is an unscientific poll that reflects the opinions of only those AL Direct readers who have
chosen to participate.

Ask the ALA Librarian
=====================================================================================
===============
Q. I became extremely concerned upon reading the recent story, America Gone Wrong: A Slashed Safety Net Turns
Libraries into Homeless Shelters, [http://www.alternet.org/story/50023/] written
by Chip Ward, the recently retired assistant director of the Salt Lake City Public Library System. I remember the
Kreimer v. Morristown case in the early 1990s. What is the best way to approach
homeless library patrons?
A. Beyond ALA’s policy, Library Services to the Poor,
[http://www.ala.org/ala/ourassociation/governingdocs/policymanual/servicespoor.htm] you can also
turn to guidance from the Hunger, Homelessness &amp; Poverty Task Force [http://hhptf.org/] of ALA’s Social
Responsibilities Round Table and the Services to Poor and Homeless People
[http://www.ala.org/ala/olos/outreachresource/servicespoor.htm] information from ALA’s Office for Literacy and
Outreach Services. See more at the ALA Professional Tips wiki.
[http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Homeless_Patrons_in_Libraries]
The ALA Librarian [mailto:AskTheLibrarian@ala.org] welcomes your questions.

Calendar
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=====================================================================================
===============
Apr. 24–27:
Bologna (Italy) Children&#8217;s Book Fair. [http://www.bolognafiere.it/] Contact: BolognaFiere.
[mailto:bcbfnewsline@bolognafiere.it]
May 23–27:
International Exhibition and Conference of Archives,
[http://www.documentalistas.org/eventos/excol07/] Bogotá, Colombia. Contact: Fundaci&oacute;n
Ciencias de la Documentaci&oacute;n. [http://www.documentalistas.org/secretaria/contactar.php]
June 10–12:
Elevations: The Networking Library Conference, [http://www.aakb.dk/sw4009.asp] Aarhus, Denmark.
Contact: &Aring;rhus Kommunes Biblioteker. [mailto:elevations@aakb.bib.dk]
June 17–22:
Association of Seventh-day Adventist Librarians, [http://www.asdal.org/] 2007 Conference,
Helderberg College, Somerset West, South Africa. Contact: Sabrina Riley,
[mailto:sariley@ucollege.edu] 402-486-2600, ext. 2154.
June 19–21:
Joint Use Libraries: An International Conference,
[http://www.ebase.uce.ac.uk/events/joint-use-conference.htm] The Lowry, Manchester, United
Kingdom. Contact: Evidence Base. [mailto:london@profbriefings.co.uk]
June 28–30:
Chartered Institute of Library and Information Professionals,
[http://www.umbrella2007.org.uk/registration.html] Umbrella Conference, University of
Hertfordshire, Hatfield, England. Contact: CILIP. [mailto:umbrella@cilip.org.uk]
July 13–16:
Theory, Culture and Society Conference, [http://www.u-mat.org/] University of Tokyo.
&ldquo;Ubiquitous Media: Asian Transformations.&rdquo; Contact: UMAT. [mailto:info@u-mat.org]
July 16–20:
International Association of School Librarianship, [http://www.iasl-slo.org/conference2007.html]
Conference, Taipei, Taiwan. &ldquo;Cyberspace, D-world, and E-learning: Giving Libraries and
Schools the Cutting Edge.&rdquo; Contact: IASL. [mailto:iasl2007@town.glis.ntnu.edu.tw]
Aug. 19–23:
International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions,
[http://www.ifla.org/IV/ifla73/index.htm] World Library and Information Congress, Durban, South
Africa. &ldquo;Libraries for the Future: Progress, Development, and Partnerships.&rdquo; Contact:
IFLA. [mailto:ifla@ifla.org]
Oct. 8–9:
Internet Librarian International [http://www.internet-librarian.com/index.shtml],
[http://www.internet-librarian.com/index.shtml]Copthorne Tara Hotel, London. Contact: ILI.
[mailto:info@internet-librarian.com]
@ More [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/datebook/datebook.cfm]...
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U.S. & World News
LIBRARIAN Act of 2007 introduced

On National Library Workers Day, April 17, the Librarian Incentive to
Boost Recruitment and Retention in Areas of Need (LIBRARIAN) Act
of 2007 was introduced in both the U.S. Senate (S. 1121) and the
House of Representatives (H.R. 1877). The bipartisan bill was
introduced in the House by Rep. Xavier Becerra (D-Calif.), along with
Reps. Raúl Grijalva (D-Ariz.), Vern Ehlers (R-Mich.), and John
Shimkus (R-Ill.), and in the Senate by Sens. Jack Reed (D-R.I.) and
Thad Cochran (R-Miss.). The bill provides for Perkins student loan
forgiveness, which will encourage individuals to become and remain
librarians in low-income schools and public libraries....

Find out why you might
want to be an exhibitor.

Former “John Doe” warns of
Patriot Act abuse

The Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on the
Constitution heard testimony April 11 from
George Christian, one of four former
plaintiffs in the John Doe v. Gonzales
lawsuit that contested the constitutionality
of the FBI’s use of National Security Letters (NSLs). Christian, the
executive director of the Connecticut nonprofit library consortium
Library Connection, submitted his testimony on behalf of the
American Library Association....

Military libraries face closure

In what could prefigure a distressing trend among military libraries,
the Fort Huachuca Library, located on an Army installation in
southeastern Arizona, closed recently after officials determined that
the library did not meet community and Army standards. Meanwhile,
in Falls Church, Virginia, the Army Surgeon General’s Armed Forces
Medical Library, founded in 1836, is battling to avoid shutdown in the
wake of budget cuts. The staff is currently gathering information to
make a case for their institution’s survival.....

Rochester residents weigh in on filtering

Some 100 people attended the first of three public forums April 12
on whether staff at the Rochester and Monroe County (N.Y.) Library
System should continue their policy of allowing adult users to view
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Designing a school
library media center
may be a once-in-alifetime opportunity, so
take advantage! In the
2nd edition of this
hands-on guidebook,
school library
construction and
media specialists Rolf
Erikson and Carolyn
Markuson share their
experiences of working
on more than 100
media center building

AL Direct, April 18, 2007

blocked websites on request. Trustees scheduled the hearings as part
of a policy review in response to a threat from County Executive
Maggie Brooks to withhold $6.6 million in funding if the library does
not crack down on access to internet pornography....

Exhibit complainant defends free speech in Mesa
County

projects around the
country, using
conceptual plans from
actual school libraries.
NEW! From ALA
Editions.

A retired attorney who voiced an objection in February to an anti-gay
exhibit at the Mesa County (Colo.) Public Library District has
convinced trustees not to add any restrictions or prior approval
requirements to the library’s display policy. “Let the display go up,”
Bill Hugenberg told trustees at a special April 5 meeting....

ALA News
New data on U.S. libraries
show almost 2 billion served

Ten years after some experts predicted
the demise of the nation’s system of
libraries as a result of the internet explosion, the most current
national data on library use shows that the exact opposite has
happened. Data released April 16 by ALA indicates that the number
of visits to public libraries in the United States increased 61%
between 1994 and 2004. According to the 2007 State of America’s
Libraries report, there were nearly two billion visits to U.S. libraries in
fiscal year 2004....

Don’t forget to vote
for the candidates of
your choice for ALA
President, Treasurer,
and Council. The
deadline is April 24 at
11:59 p.m. Central
time.

In this issue
April 2007

Fort Worth Public Library branch
to get makeover

The Riverside branch of the Fort
Worth (Tex.) Public Library is receiving a
makeover during National Library Week,
thanks to a Reading Renovation Volunteer
Project cosponsored by Idearc Media and
ALA. Over the course of three days, Idearc Media volunteers are
moving collections, landscaping, installing colorful furniture, and
painting walls—highlighted by the creation of new murals. The branch
will reopen April 20....

ALA joins Informed Meetings Exchange

Chicago Public
Library’s Building
Renaissance

ALA is the latest subscriber to the Informed Meetings Exchange.
INMEX closely researches and analyzes the hotel industry, and will
provide information to ALA that will support the Association’s efforts
to share meeting and convention dollars with hotels that respect
their workers and their collective bargaining rights....

2007 Library Design
Showcase

OIF podcast features Chris Crutcher

Human Error: When
Good Intentions
Meet Bad Planning

Enjoy the Office for Intellectual Freedom podcast (mp3 file, 53:13) of
teacher, family therapist, and award-winning author Chris Crutcher
recounting stories related to his popular novels at the Seattle Public
Library. Crutcher was the featured speaker at a fundraiser for the
Freedom to Read Foundation on January 21, in conjunction with the
2007 ALA Midwinter Meeting....
Office for Intellectual Freedom, Apr. 13
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Building Libraries
versus Schools

From the
CentenniAL
Blog
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Featured review: Reference

Larkin, Colin, editor. The Encyclopedia of
Popular Music. Dec. 2006. 10 vols. Oxford,
hardcover (978-0-19-531373-4).
Larkin’s new edition contains more than
27,000 entries, including 6,000 new ones
and updates of many existing ones. The
most comprehensive guide to popular music,
this work includes virtually all well-known
artists as well as thousands who are lesser
known. The set has grown from 4 volumes to 10 since the
first edition appeared, in 1992. Although the set is
international in scope, the majority of the featured artists are
from the U.S. and the U.K., arguably the most important
sources of what we call “popular” music....

David Wright and Katie Mediatore Stover both
recommend some historical fiction, from The Big Sky to The
Black Rose....

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
D.C. Update
Washington’s distillery a new tourist spot

After a nearly 200-year hiatus, George Washington’s still is bubbling
again, churning out the same sort of rye whiskey that made the
Founding Father the nation’s most successful whiskey producer in the
years after his presidency. The Mount Vernon estate on March 30
officially opened a $2.1-million reconstruction of Washington’s
original distillery on the exact site where it was located in 1799, a
few miles down the road from his famous mansion overlooking the
Potomac River....
CNN, Apr. 11

Division News
ACRL’s 13th National
Conference: The movie

American Libraries editors George
Eberhart and Daniel Kraus filmed and
edited this 7-minute video memento
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Postal librariana
collector Larry Nix
writes: “Although I
had been a stamp
collector off and on
since my teens, it was
a June 1982 American
Libraries article by
George Eberhart that
introduced me to the
idea of collecting
postage stamps
related to libraries. I
used the postage
stamps illustrated in
the article as the
starting point for
developing a
comprehensive list of
such library stamps. I
then began to search
for and acquire as
many of the stamps as
possible. Along the
way, I expanded the
scope of my collecting
interest to include first
day covers with library
stamps, envelopes and
postal cards sent to
and from libraries,
picture postcards of
libraries, and some
other postal items. I
call this area of
collecting ‘postal
librariana.’ This in turn
led to collecting an
even wider variety of
library
memorabilia.”....
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of the ACRL Conference in Baltimore,
March 29–April 1. No frogs or fish
were harmed in any way during
production. Featuring filmmaker John
Waters, educator Michael Eric Dyson, ACRL President Pamela
Snelson, a few poster session presenters, and other unsuspecting
attendees. (Another copy of the video is on YouTube.)...
BlipTV, Apr. 18; YouTube, Apr. 17

AASL seeks School Library Media Research editor

AASL is looking for an editor for its online research journal. The
School Library Media Research editor, a stipend position, is
responsible for setting the scope and tone of the journal,
coordinating the refereeing process, and developing and maintaining
positive relationships with authors and potential authors. The editor
also coordinates all steps of the publication process and serves as an
ex-officio member of the AASL Publications Committee....

ALCTS President’s Program to feature
Peter Morville

Peter Morville, author of Ambient Findability and
president of Semantic Studios, will speak at the 2007
ALCTS President’s Program, “Ambient Findability:
Librarians, Libraries, and the Internet of Things,” June
25, 10:30 a.m., during ALA Annual Conference in
Washington, D.C....

Preconference to focus on users with
disabilities

ALSC and ASCLA will host an all-day preconference
on “The Underserved 20 Percent: Children, Teens, and
Adults with Disabilities,” June 22, during ALA Annual
Conference in Washington, D.C. Harriet McBryde
Johnson, a leading disabilities-rights activist, lawyer,
and author of Too Late to Die Young and Accidents of
Nature, will be the keynote speaker....

AASL to offer advocacy institute

AASL will offer an advocacy preconference workshop entitled
“Advocacy Begins with Strategic Planning,” June 22, during ALA
Annual Conference in Washington, D.C. Organizational consultant
Maureen Sullivan will lead this interactive workshop, teaching
strategic planning skills for the school library setting....

ASCLA annual dinner to benefit Century Scholarship
The ASCLA Libraries Serving Special Populations Section will host its
annual dinner on June 24 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at La Tasca
Spanish Tapas Bar and Restaurant during the ALA Annual Conference
in Washington, D.C. A portion of the proceeds raised from the event
will be used to benefit the Century Scholarship Fund....

Round Table News
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Does she look
familiar? This is an
undated photo of
Beatrice Sawyer Rossell,
the first named editor of
the ALA Bulletin (later to
become American
Libraries). She held the
title from 1934 to 1941,
although her duties as
publicity assistant with
the ALA included editing
the Bulletin before that
period. If you have
information or stories to
share about Beatrice
Rossell (or about
anything related to
American Libraries’
history), please leave a
comment on the
CentenniAL Blog.

Career Leads
from

Head of Library
Technology, Oregon
State University,
Corvallis. This fulltime professional
faculty position
manages the Library
Technology
Department by
providing leadership
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Fighting government disinformation is a librarian’s
mandate

Kathleen de la Peña McCook writes: “I began my work as a librarian
during the time of the Pentagon Papers. That early experience
convinced me that a central value of librarianship is the public’s right
to know. At the very center of the lies that undergird the Bush
administration has been a calculated pattern of disinformation.
Fighting disinformation is embodied in the work of the ALA
Government Documents Round Table.”...

and contributing
innovative, visionary,
and strategic thinking
to the department
and the Libraries....

@ More jobs...

Librarian blog, Apr. 15

Awards
Nine winners of the AIA/ALA
Library Building Awards

The American Institute of Architects has
announced the nine recipients of the 2007
AIA/ALA Library Building Awards.
Biennially, representatives from the AIA
and ALA gather to celebrate the finest
examples of library design by architects
licensed in the United States. The 2007 awards (administered by
LAMA) honor nine separate projects, ranging in size from a public
elementary school library (Robin Hood Foundation Library for P.S.
192 in New York City, above) to a presidential library (William J.
Clinton Presidential Center in Little Rock)....

Support Teen
Literature Day on
April 19! Host an
event or showcase
some award-winning
YA authors and books.
This is the official
launch of YALSA’s
Teen Read Week
initiative, which will be
celebrated October
14–20 with the theme
“LOL @ your library.”

Alliance System is 2007 Library
of the Future

Kitty Pope, executive director of the
Alliance Library System in East Peoria,
Illinois, and the international collaborative
group of librarians working on Alliance
Second Life Library, are the 2007
recipients of the $1,500 ALA/Information Today Library of the Future
Award. Pope and the Alliance Second Life Library librarians are
recognized for their ground-breaking work in the development of a
3D virtual-world library, for forging new partnerships within the
virtual world, and for providing programs, services, and materials to
the more than 1.3 million residents who inhabit Second Life....

Winston Tabb receives Lippincott Award

Winston Tabb, dean of university libraries and Sheridan
director at Johns Hopkins University, is this year’s
recipient of ALA’s Joseph W. Lippincott Award. The
award, founded in 1938, is given annually to an
individual for distinguished service to the profession of
librarianship and consists of a gold-framed citation and
$1,000 donated by the award founder’s grandson,
Joseph W. Lippincott, III....

Dresang wins Scholastic Library
Publishing Award

Eliza T. Dresang is the winner of the 2007 Scholastic
Library Publishing Award, to be be presented June 26,
during ALA Annual Conference in Washington, D.C. The
award is bestowed on a librarian whose extraordinary
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National Library
Legislative Day, May
1–2, is an event in
which people who care
about libraries can
participate in advocacy
and issue-training
sessions, interact with
Capitol Hill insiders, and
visit congressional
member offices to ask
Congress to pass
legislation that supports
libraries.

Public
Perception
How the World
Sees Us

“I had a job in the
library [at Amherst
College] and had to
do work on an
exhibit on notorious
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contributions to promoting access to books and
encouraging a love of reading for lifelong learning
exemplifies outstanding achievement in the profession.
Dresang will receive a citation and $1,000 prize, donated by
Scholastic Library Publishing....

LITA names Kilgour Award winner

Richard Pearce-Moses is the winner of the Frederick
G. Kilgour Award for Research in Library and
Information Technology for 2007. The award is
sponsored by OCLC Online Computer Library Center
and LITA. Among Pearce-Moses’ achievements is the
Arizona Model for preservation and access of web
documents....

alumni. Henry Ward
Beecher, class of
1834, was my
assignment.”
—Debby Applegate, winner
of the 2007 Pulitzer Prize in
biography for her book on
19th-century abolitionist
Beecher, Associated Press,
Apr. 16.

Awards for serving the blind and physically
handicapped

The National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped
at the Library of Congress presented network library awards April 17
to the Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped at the Free
Library of Philadelphia, and to the Washtenaw County Library for the
Blind and Physically Disabled of Ann Arbor, Michigan....
Library of Congress, Apr. 17

Billington receives inaugural Lafayette Prize

Librarian of Congress James H. Billington is the recipient of the
inaugural Lafayette Prize, given by the French-American Cultural
Foundation for contributions to the development of relations between
the United States and France. The new annual award was created to
celebrate the 250th anniversary of the birth of the Marquis de
Lafayette, the French general who served heroically in the American
Revolution....
Library of Congress, Apr. 17

IFLA International Marketing Awards

The IFLA Section on Management and Marketing, in
collaboration with SirsiDynix, has announced the
winners of the 5th IFLA International Marketing
Award for 2007. First place was awarded to Olga
Einasto (right), representing the University of Tartu
Library, Estonia, for “The Night Library and the
Mom-Student Library Project.” Second place went to
the Zadar (Croatia) Public Library, and third place to the Miraflores
Public Library in Lima, Peru....
International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions

Seen Online
Ruling freezes library surveillance video

The Neenah (Wis.) Public Library possesses a surveillance video of a
man who reportedly was masturbating earlier this month among the
nonfiction book aisles on the library’s second floor. Library Director
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The Hong Kong Book
Fair, July 18–24, is
offering a “Free Pass
Program for
Librarians” again this
year. The pass will
provide selected
librarians from the
U.S. and Canada who
collect Chineselanguage materials
four nights of hotel
accommodation, free
fair registration, and
an invitation to a
cocktail reception. The
deadline for applying
is May 9. For more
information, visit the
ALA International
Relations Office
website.
The deadline for
application to the
ALA/FIL Free Pass
Program for
Guadalajara is August
17.

Poll
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Stephen Proces said he wants the suspect caught. He has shown the
video to library employees and directed them to call police if they see
the man enter the library again. But he can’t legally share the video
with police without a court order....
Appleton (Wis.) Post-Crescent, Apr. 17

Pascagoula library holds grand
reopening

“There’s no place like home” was the theme
of the grand reopening of the Pascagoula
(Miss.) Public Library, which was attended
April 16 by nearly 100 people. Most books
damaged by Hurricane Katrina were saved,
but carpeting, sheet rock, and rusty shelving had to be replaced.
Now the Pascagoula branch, the Jackson–George Regional Library
System’s largest, has a new circulation desk, tables and chairs,
larger public reading areas, and 20 public computers....
Pascagoula Mississippi Press, Apr. 17

Codex Gigas returns to Prague for
exhibition

The Codex Gigas, which Swedish troops took away
from Bohemia in 1648 during the Thirty Years’ War,
will return temporarily to Prague this year for
display in the National Library. Stockholm’s Royal
Library experts told Czech Prime Minister Mirek
Topolánek that the bible is one of the most valuable
medieval manuscripts. The Swedes are digitizing the
bible as a gift to the Czech Republic....

Results of the April
11 poll:
Are you attending ALA
Annual Conference in
Washington, D.C., this
June?
53%
Yes

47%
No

(194 responses)
This is an unscientific poll
that reflects the opinions of
only those AL Direct readers
who have chosen to
participate.

Ask the ALA
Librarian

Czech News Agency, Apr. 17

Terrorism books face ban in Australia

Books and DVDs that glorify terrorism will face much tougher
censorship tests under new laws, federal Attorney-General Philip
Ruddock said. Ruddock and state attorneys-general struck an
agreement April 13 to allow materials that “advocate” terrorism to be
pulled from bookstore shelves and stopped at Australia’s border. The
state attorneys-general will report back to Canberra on the feasibility
of the proposed laws by July. ...
Wodonga (Vic.) Border Mail, Apr. 14

Condemning books has no end

A Joplin Globe reader was so outraged that the Joplin (Mo.) Public
Library was offering certain books to teenagers that she wrote a
letter to the editor condemning them. In her letter she used phrases
like “moral decay,” “societal anarchy,” and “twisted priorities” to
make her point. Two of the books she referenced were The Sex Book
by Jane Pavanel and The Whole Truth about Contraception by Beverly
Winikoff and Suzanne Wymelenberg. Guest columnist Ron Hutchison
writes, tongue-in-cheek, “The less high-school students know about
the consequences of sex and contraception, the better off they’ll be,
especially if there is an unwanted pregnancy involved.”...
Joplin (Mo.) Globe, Apr. 14

Professor and librarian lauded for
health literacy study

A Central Michigan University professor and librarian
are being honored for their study that found that
some rely on the internet for medical information in a
way that’s bad for their health. Lana Ivanitskaya,
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Q. What do you say
when you hear “The
Internet is the
death of libraries”?
Does ALA have
research and
support materials to
help libraries
respond to this
inquiry?
A. Yes! Our 2007
State of America’s
Libraries report
includes the statistics
that indicate that the
number of visits to
public libraries in the
United States
increased 61%
between 1994 and
2004. In short,
libraries of all kinds
are thriving. The ALA
Professional Tips
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associate professor of health sciences, and Anne
Casey (right), associate dean of libraries, began their
study six years ago on the effective use of electronic documents,
including those available through the internet....
Midland (Mich.) Daily News, Apr. 15

Traffic Safety reading room could disappear

Alarm bells went off last year when researchers learned that the U.S.
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration might archive, discard,
or otherwise send off-site a trove of materials in preparation for a
move to a new building with less space. The agency has maintained a
public document room since it opened in 1970, but in 2006 no space
was allocated for a NHTSA reading room in a new building that will
house most of the Transportation Department....
Washington Post, Apr. 17

Sacramento retains unfiltered adult access

The Sacramento (Calif.) Public Library Authority rejected March 22 by
a 5–4 vote a proposal to prohibit adults from requesting unfiltered
internet access. During an open hearing, ACLU member and
Sacramento attorney Allen Asch argued that enforced filters would be
unconstitutional, prompting city councilwoman and library board
member Bonnie Pannell to respond, “excuse my language, but screw
folks’ constitutional rights,” which Asch has incorporated into a
YouTube video....
California Catholic Daily, Apr. 9; YouTube, Mar. 29

The 2007 “Who Reads What” list

A skateboarding pro and a former Pentagon security analyst are
among the latest readers to detail their favorite books in the “Who
Reads What?” list, which for two decades has surveyed the top picks
of presidents, movie stars, and athletes. “Some of these books are
pretty heavy, but it really correlates with what the times are,” said
Glenna Nowell, a retired librarian for Gardiner, Maine, who compiles
the annual list as a way to inspire people to read more....
Associated Press, Apr. 14

Library honors nonagenarian’s reading

Pensioner Ruth Ogden, 94, has one of the longest-running library
memberships in the Borough of Wirral, England, and staff at Wallasey
Central Library helped to honor her 87 years of reading with a party
celebrating her borrowing of nearly 19,000 books. Ruth spends seven
days a week choosing her next book and usually heads straight for
the horror section....
Wirral (U.K.) Globe, Apr. 16

Intellidating at the library

The hot spot du jour of Manhattan nightlife looms large over Fifth
Avenue and 42nd Street, where crowds of stylish YoCos—young
cosmopolitans—were jostling inside one evening last week for the
right to pay the $15 cover. Rather than crossing the velvet ropes for
a rave, house party, or disco, the hip patrons here were packing into
a controversial lecture at the New York Public Library on the modern
meaning of feminism....
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wiki and the ALA
website both have
extensive resources
for statistics and
advocacy for you to
use in your library.
The ALA Librarian
welcomes your
questions.

Calendar
May 31–
June 3:

North American
Serials Interest
Group, Conference,
Louisville, Kentucky.
“Place Your Bet in
Kentucky: The Serials
Gamble.” Contact:
NASIG.

June 3–6:

Special Libraries
Association, Annual
Conference, Colorado
Convention Center,
Denver. Contact: SLA.

June 5–9:

Council on Botanical
and Horticultural
Libraries, Annual
Meeting, Cincinnati,
Ohio. “Eclectic
Cincinnati: Legacies,
Legends, and the
Lloyds.” Contact:
Gayle Bradbeer.

June 7–8:

Northeast Map
Organization, Annual
Meeting, Fashion
Institute of
Technology, State
University of New
York. Contact:
Angelique Jenks-

AL Direct, April 18, 2007
Washington Post, Apr. 16

Brown, 607-777-4596.

UK library protesters in mass Read Out

June 13–15:

More than 200 people congregated in downtown Winchester to show
their support for Hampshire’s library service. Unison, the trade union
organizing the demonstration, invited supporters to bring along their
favorite book for a mass “Read Out” at the Buttercross on April 16.
Some 4,000 residents have already signed a petition protesting
against plans to axe 27 out of 60 professional librarians and
downgrade a further 17 to “library officers” with pay cuts of up to
£6,700....
Hampshire Chronicle, Apr. 16

Tech Talk
A newbie’s guide to Flickr

Josh Lowensohn writes: “Flickr is a popular photosharing and hosting service with advanced and
powerful features. It supports an active and
engaged community where people share and
explore each other's photos. You can share and
host hundreds of your own pictures on Flickr
without paying a dime. There’s also a pro service
that gets you unlimited storage and sharing for
about $2 a month, making it one of the cheapest hosting sites
around.”...
Webware, Mar. 30

Create your own search engine

Create your own customized search engine that searches just a
portion of one of the big search engines. Several options are
available with various services and limitations. To compare these
search builders, Greg Notess tried creating a search engine to search
the sites of State Libraries using each tool. See the Search State
Libraries page for the resulting search engines, notes, and a list of
sites included....

State University of
New York Librarians
Association, Annual
Conference, SUNYMaritime. Contact:
Carol Anne Germain.

June 24–27:

International
Society for
Technology in
Education, National
Educational Computing
Conference, Georgia
World Congress
Center, Atlanta.
“Learning and Leading
with Technology.”
Contact: NECC, 800280-6218.

Sept. 26–28:

Association for
Rural and Small
Libraries, Annual
Conference,
Columbus, Ohio.
Contact: ARSL, 814393-2014.

@ More...

Search Engine Showdown, Apr. 13

Online converters

Online converters always come in
handy. Once you need to perform
some operation with your files, they
can save you time achieving the same
results online without installing some specific software. In fact, there
are many online tools that convert formats, files, and code snippets
for free. This overview for users and developers links to many
different tools that generate pdf documents out of images, images
out of texts, or RSS feeds out of websites....
Smashing Magazine, Apr. 10

Actions & Answers
Teens as content creators in times of tragedy

Kelly Czarnecki writes: “As I watch the news about the tragedy at
Virginia Tech, there was a reporter from CNN that said this was the
first time she remembers the volume of photos and video coverage
being sent to them from the public about a particular incident. The
global news coverage will affect teens everywhere and the librarians
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that work with them through such portals as Teen Second Life. Since
creating media and ‘putting themselves out there’ is an important
part of adolescent development, why not create opportunities in the
library for teens to respond?”...
YALSA blog, Apr. 17

New Britannica student encyclopedia

Students in grades 3–6 have a lively new way to do
research with an all-new Britannica Student
Encyclopedia. Containing 2,300 articles, 3,300
photos and images, and 1,000 maps and flags, the
16-volume set gives students what they need for
homework and projects while making special efforts
to introduce them to the craft of research....
Encyclopaedia Britannica

Thomson Gale holds National Library Week video
contest

In honor of National Library Week 2007, Thomson Gale is launching
librareo, an online community for libraries and the people who love
them. To make certain librareo gets off to a great start, from now
until the end of June, the company will host an “I Love my Library”
video contest. Both librarians and library users can upload their
library-loving videos to the YouTube librareo group by May 25 to be
eligible for a $10,000 prize....
PR Newswire, Apr. 16

A Queens-sized centennial
cake

Director Thomas W. Galante (center) and
a host of government and community
well-wishers joined to cut Queens’
Biggest Anniversary Cake in honor of
Queens Library’s 100th anniversary of
incorporation. The event was held at
Antun’s in Queens Village. The anniversary cake measured 16 feet by
20 feet, and it used 1,200 pounds of cake batter, 500 pounds of
fudge filling, and 500 pounds of frosting. The total calorie count
defied description....
Queens (N.Y.) Gazette, Apr. 18; Queens Library, Apr. 17

Scholastic sends 7 million books to Middle East

Publisher and distributor Scholastic and the U.S. Department of State
have sent more than 7 million children’s books—translated into
Arabic and adapted to the culture—into classrooms and libraries
across the Middle East and North Africa as part of a program called
My Arabic Library. Scholastic estimates it will have reached more
than 2.5 million students in Bahrain, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya,
and Morocco by December....
Scholastic, Apr. 17

OCLC pilots WorldCat Local

OCLC is piloting a new service that will allow libraries to combine the
cooperative power of OCLC member libraries worldwide with the
ability to customize WorldCat.org as a solution for local discovery and
delivery services. Through a locally branded interface, the service will
provide libraries the ability to search the entire WorldCat database
and present results beginning with items most accessible to the
patron. These might include collections from the home library,
collections shared in a consortium, and open access collections....
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Six ways to market on Facebook

Marketing on social networks is not always that successful, but there
are sly ways to garner some success. Facebook has an interesting
feature—the news feed. While some Facebook denizens loathe this
feature, it enables people to find out what their friends are up to.
Here are some tips on how to harness the news feed for peddling a
product, person, or cause that will coax people to do things that are
visible to others....
The Bivings Report, Apr. 9

I want to be a librarian

A music video (4:10) by New
Zealand band HauntedLove, which
performs ghostly pop tunes about
werewolves, haunted museums,
vengeful librarians, love inside
computers, and ponies that just
won’t go. Filmed on location at the
Dunedin Public Library. Camera work by Claudia Babirat, direction
and editing/effects by Don Ferns. Starring Haunted Love (Rainy
McMaster and Geva Downey) and Henri Davidson....
YouTube, Apr. 9

SMU faculty comments on Bush Library and
Institute

Sixty-five Southern Methodist University faculty members offered
their anonymous opinions on whether the university should agree to
host the George W. Bush Presidential Library and Museum and its
associated public policy institute. There is discord and dispute, with
views ranging from an enthusiastic endorsement of the package and
condemnation of opponents, through outright opposition, to
considered positions somewhere between. The preponderance of
opinion seems to be cautiously optimistic and supportive of the
library and museum, but highly suspicious of the institute....
Bush Library Blog, Apr. 15

Top 25 requested CIA
documents in March

This collection of 25 previously released
documents represents those most
frequently requested during the previous month. Topping the list are
Volume 1 of the Comprehensive Report of the Special Advisor to the
Director of Central Intelligence on Iraq’s Weapons of Mass
Destruction (2004) and the Senior Executive Intelligence Brief for
March 21, 2003....

Central Intelligence Agency, Electronic Reading Room

Change—arrghhhhh!

Stephen Abram writes: “As the old wag noted, the dinosaurs didn’t
go extinct because the climate changed—not at all. They went extinct
because they couldn’t adapt to the changes happening around them.
Anyway, shift happens. So I found myself spending the first part of
2007 shifting gears. Some things have become very clear that we
predicted in our strategic planning exercises years ago. Some parts
of our crystal ball are cloudy. It does seem that change in library
land is happening more quickly.”...
SirsiDynix One Source, Apr.
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NYPL to present new musical on
bibliomania

The new musical The Rosenbach Company will
be presented for one night only at the New York
Public Library at Fifth Avenue and 42nd Street,
April 20 at 7 p.m. (It’s already sold out.) The
musical, written by the graphic novelist Ben
Katchor and composer Mark Mulcahy, is a
“multi-media ‘chamber rock opera’ about the
pleasures and perils of bibliomania.” It chronicles the life of the
brothers Abe and Philip Rosenbach, who were the famed dealers of
rare books and antique artifacts....
Playbill, Apr. 15

Earliest printed books in selected languages, 1501–
1879
George Eberhart continues his list of earliest books in various
languages, from Slavonic (1508) and Polish (1510) to Cherokee
(1829) and Afrikaans (1861)....
Britannica Blog, Apr. 12

Display for dummies

The Lansing (Ill.) Public Library borrowed a
mannequin from the Lansing Historical
Society and put together this distinctive
display of “For Dummies” books. Wiley,
the publisher, is holding a contest for the
best display in a library. Winners will be
announced in late June. Check out last
year’s winners here....
Lansing (Ill.) Public Library, Apr. 10
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U.S. & World News
=====================================================================================
===============
LIBRARIAN Act of 2007 introduced
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/librarianact.htm]
On National Library Workers Day, April 17, the Librarian Incentive to Boost Recruitment and
Retention in Areas of Need (LIBRARIAN) Act of 2007 was introduced in both the U.S. Senate (S.
1121) and the House of Representatives (H.R. 1877). The bipartisan bill was introduced in the
House by Rep. Xavier Becerra (D-Calif.), along with Reps. Raúl Grijalva (D-Ariz.), Vern Ehlers
(R-Mich.), and John Shimkus (R-Ill.), and in the Senate by Sens. Jack Reed (D-R.I.) and Thad
Cochran (R-Miss.). The bill provides for Perkins student loan
[http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Perkins_Loan] forgiveness, which will encourage individuals
to become and remain librarians in low-income schools and public libraries....
Former &#8220;John Doe&#8221; warns of Patriot Act abuse
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/april2007/patriotabuse.cfm]
The Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on the Constitution heard testimony April 11 from George
Christian, one of four former plaintiffs in the John Doe v. Gonzales lawsuit that contested the
constitutionality of the FBI&rsquo;s use of National Security Letters (NSLs). Christian, the
executive director of the Connecticut nonprofit library consortium Library Connection, submitted

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/april/041807.txt[7/17/2014 1:16:54 PM]

his testimony on behalf of the American Library Association....
Military libraries face closure
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/april2007/militarylibs.cfm]
In what could prefigure a distressing trend among military libraries, the Fort Huachuca Library,
located on an Army installation in southeastern Arizona, closed recently after officials
determined that the library did not meet community and Army standards. Meanwhile, in Falls Church,
Virginia, the Army Surgeon General&rsquo;s Armed Forces Medical Library, founded in 1836, is
battling to avoid shutdown in the wake of budget cuts. The staff is currently gathering
information to make a case for their institution&rsquo;s survival.....
Rochester residents weigh in on filtering
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/april2007/rochhearing.cfm]
Some 100 people attended the first of three public forums April 12 on whether staff at the
Rochester and Monroe County (N.Y.) Library System should continue their policy of allowing adult
users to view blocked websites on request. Trustees scheduled the hearings as part of a policy
review in response to a threat from County Executive Maggie Brooks to withhold $6.6 million in
funding if the library does not crack down on access to internet pornography....
Exhibit complainant defends free speech in Mesa County
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/april2007/mesacounty.cfm]
A retired attorney who voiced an objection in February to an anti-gay exhibit at the Mesa County
(Colo.) Public Library District has convinced trustees not to add any restrictions or prior
approval requirements to the library&rsquo;s display policy. &ldquo;Let the display go up,&rdquo;
Bill Hugenberg told trustees at a special April 5 meeting....

ALA News
=====================================================================================
===============
New data on U.S. libraries show almost 2 billion served
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/salpr07.htm]
Ten years after some experts predicted the demise of the nation’s system of libraries as a result
of the internet explosion, the most current national data on library use shows that the exact
opposite has happened. Data released April 16 by ALA indicates that the number of visits to public
libraries in the United States increased 61% between 1994 and 2004. According to the 2007 State of
America&#8217;s Libraries
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/march2007/stateoflibraries.htm] report, there were
nearly two billion visits to U.S. libraries in fiscal year 2004....
Fort Worth Public Library branch to get makeover
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/ALAIdearcmakeover.htm]
The Riverside branch of the Fort Worth (Tex.) Public Library is receiving a makeover during
National Library Week, thanks to a Reading Renovation Volunteer Project cosponsored by Idearc
Media and ALA. Over the course of three days, Idearc Media volunteers are moving collections,
landscaping, installing colorful furniture, and painting walls—highlighted by the creation of new
murals. The branch will reopen April 20....
ALA joins Informed Meetings Exchange
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/inmex07.htm]
ALA is the latest subscriber to the Informed Meetings Exchange. INMEX [http://www.inmex.org/]
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closely researches and analyzes the hotel industry, and will provide information to ALA that will
support the Association’s efforts to share meeting and convention dollars with hotels that respect
their workers and their collective bargaining rights....
OIF podcast features Chris Crutcher
[http://blogs.ala.org/oif.php?title=chriscrutcher_1&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1]
Enjoy the Office for Intellectual Freedom podcast (mp3 file
[http://www.ala.org/ala/oif/oifprograms/oifpodcasts/chriscrutcherreading_jan232007.mp3], 53:13) of
teacher, family therapist, and award-winning author Chris Crutcher recounting stories related to
his popular novels at the Seattle Public Library. Crutcher was the featured speaker at a
fundraiser for the Freedom to Read Foundation on January 21, in conjunction with the 2007 ALA
Midwinter Meeting....
Office for Intellectual Freedom, Apr. 13

Booklist Online
=====================================================================================
===============
Featured review: Reference
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=1928887]
Larkin, Colin, editor. The Encyclopedia of Popular Music. Dec. 2006. 10 vols. Oxford, hardcover
(978-0-19-531373-4).
Larkin&rsquo;s new edition contains more than 27,000 entries, including 6,000 new ones and updates
of many existing ones. The most comprehensive guide to popular music, this work includes virtually
all well-known artists as well as thousands who are lesser known. The set has grown from 4 volumes
to 10 since the first edition appeared, in 1992. Although the set is international in scope, the
majority of the featured artists are from the U.S. and the U.K., arguably the most important
sources of what we call “popular” music....
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=1954868]
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=1954885]
David Wright [http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=1954868] and Katie
Mediatore Stover [http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=1954885] both
recommend some historical fiction, from The Big Sky to The Black Rose....
@ Visit Booklist Online [http://www.booklistonline.com/] for other reviews and much more....

D.C. Update
=====================================================================================
===============
Washington&#8217;s distillery a new tourist spot
[http://www.cnn.com/2007/TRAVEL/DESTINATIONS/04/11/washington.distillery.ap/index.html]
After a nearly 200-year hiatus, George Washington’s still is bubbling again, churning out the same
sort of rye whiskey that made the Founding Father the nation’s most successful whiskey producer in
the years after his presidency. The Mount Vernon estate on March 30 officially opened a
http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/april/041807.txt[7/17/2014 1:16:54 PM]

$2.1-million reconstruction of Washington’s original distillery
[http://www.mountvernon.org/learn/pres_arch/index.cfm/sss/82] on the exact site where it was
located in 1799, a few miles down the road from his famous mansion overlooking the Potomac
River....
CNN, Apr. 11

Division News
=====================================================================================
===============
ACRL&#8217;s 13th National Conference: The movie [http://blip.tv/file/203139]
American Libraries editors George Eberhart and Daniel Kraus filmed and edited this 7-minute video
memento of the ACRL Conference in Baltimore, March 29–April 1. No frogs or fish were harmed in any
way during production. Featuring filmmaker John Waters, educator Michael Eric Dyson, ACRL
President Pamela Snelson, a few poster session presenters, and other unsuspecting attendees.
(Another copy [http://youtube.com/watch?v=sJ_Tjd1MOow] of the video is on YouTube.)...
BlipTV, Apr. 18; YouTube, Apr. 17
editor [http://www.ala.org/ala/aasl/aaslpubsandjournals/slmrb/editor.htm]
AASL is looking for an editor for its online research journal. The School Library Media Research
editor, a stipend position, is responsible for setting the scope and tone of the journal,
coordinating the refereeing process, and developing and maintaining positive relationships with
authors and potential authors. The editor also coordinates all steps of the publication process
and serves as an ex-officio member of the AASL Publications Committee....
ALCTS President&#8217;s Program to feature Peter Morville
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/PresidentsProgram2007.htm]
Peter Morville, author of Ambient Findability and president of Semantic Studios, will speak at the
2007 ALCTS President&rsquo;s Program, &ldquo;Ambient Findability: Librarians, Libraries, and the
Internet of Things,&rdquo; June 25, 10:30 a.m., during ALA Annual Conference in Washington, D.C....
Preconference to focus on users with disabilities
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/ALSCASCLApreconference.htm]
ALSC and ASCLA will host an all-day preconference on &ldquo;The Underserved 20 Percent: Children,
Teens, and Adults with Disabilities,&rdquo; June 22, during ALA Annual Conference in Washington,
D.C. Harriet McBryde Johnson, a leading disabilities-rights activist, lawyer, and author of Too
Late to Die Young and Accidents of Nature, will be the keynote speaker....
AASL to offer advocacy institute
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/AASLadvocacyworkshop.htm]
AASL will offer an advocacy preconference workshop entitled &ldquo;Advocacy Begins with Strategic
Planning,&rdquo; June 22, during ALA Annual Conference in Washington, D.C. Organizational
consultant Maureen Sullivan will lead this interactive workshop, teaching strategic planning
skills for the school library setting....
ASCLA annual dinner to benefit Century Scholarship
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/LSSPSAnnualDinner.htm]
The ASCLA Libraries Serving Special Populations Section will host its annual dinner on June 24
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at La Tasca Spanish Tapas Bar and Restaurant during the ALA Annual
Conference in Washington, D.C. A portion of the proceeds raised from the event will be used to
benefit the Century Scholarship Fund....
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Round Table News
=====================================================================================
===============
Fighting government disinformation is a librarian&#8217;s mandate
[http://librarian.lishost.org/?p=724]
Kathleen de la Peña McCook writes: “I began my work as a librarian during the time of the Pentagon
Papers. That early experience convinced me that a central value of librarianship is the
public&rsquo;s right to know. At the very center of the lies that undergird the Bush
administration has been a calculated pattern of disinformation. Fighting disinformation is
embodied in the work of the ALA Government Documents Round Table.”...
Librarian blog, Apr. 15

Awards
=====================================================================================
===============
Nine winners of the AIA/ALA Library Building Awards
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/AIAALALibraryBuilding.htm]
The American Institute of Architects has announced the nine recipients of the 2007 AIA/ALA Library
Building Awards. Biennially, representatives from the AIA and ALA gather to celebrate the finest
examples of library design by architects licensed in the United States. The 2007 awards
(administered by LAMA) honor nine separate projects, ranging in size from a public elementary
school library (Robin Hood Foundation Library for P.S. 192 in New York City, above) to a
presidential library (William J. Clinton Presidential Center in Little Rock)....
Alliance System is 2007 Library of the Future
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/04172007.htm]
Kitty Pope, executive director of the Alliance Library System in East Peoria, Illinois, and the
international collaborative group of librarians working on Alliance Second Life Library, are the
2007 recipients of the $1,500 ALA/Information Today Library of the Future Award. Pope and the
Alliance Second Life Library librarians are recognized for their ground-breaking work in the
development of a 3D virtual-world library, for forging new partnerships within the virtual world,
and for providing programs, services, and materials to the more than 1.3 million residents who
inhabit Second Life....
Winston Tabb receives Lippincott Award
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/LippincottAward2007.htm]
Winston Tabb, dean of university libraries and Sheridan director at Johns Hopkins University, is
this year&rsquo;s recipient of ALA’s Joseph W. Lippincott Award. The award, founded in 1938, is
given annually to an individual for distinguished service to the profession of librarianship and
consists of a gold-framed citation and $1,000 donated by the award founder&rsquo;s grandson,
Joseph W. Lippincott, III....
Dresang wins Scholastic Library Publishing Award
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/ScholasticLibraryAward.htm]
Eliza T. Dresang is the winner of the 2007 Scholastic Library Publishing Award, to be be presented
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June 26, during ALA Annual Conference in Washington, D.C. The award is bestowed on a librarian
whose extraordinary contributions to promoting access to books and encouraging a love of reading
for lifelong learning exemplifies outstanding achievement in the profession. Dresang will receive
a citation and $1,000 prize, donated by Scholastic Library Publishing....
LITA names Kilgour Award winner
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/LITAKilgourAward.htm]
Richard Pearce-Moses is the winner of the Frederick G. Kilgour Award for Research in Library and
Information Technology for 2007. The award is sponsored by OCLC Online Computer Library Center and
LITA. Among Pearce-Moses&rsquo; achievements is the Arizona Model for preservation and access of
web documents....
Awards for serving the blind and physically handicapped
[http://www.loc.gov/today/pr/2007/07-084.html]
The National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped at the Library of Congress
presented network library awards April 17 to the Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped
at the Free Library of Philadelphia, and to the Washtenaw County Library for the Blind and
Physically Disabled of Ann Arbor, Michigan....
Library of Congress, Apr. 17
Billington receives inaugural Lafayette Prize [http://www.loc.gov/today/pr/2007/07-077.html]
Librarian of Congress James H. Billington is the recipient of the inaugural Lafayette Prize, given
by the French-American Cultural Foundation for contributions to the development of relations
between the United States and France. The new annual award was created to celebrate the 250th
anniversary of the birth of the Marquis de Lafayette, the French general who served heroically in
the American Revolution....
Library of Congress, Apr. 17
IFLA International Marketing Awards [http://www.ifla.org/III/grants/ima-award.htm]
The IFLA Section on Management and Marketing, in collaboration with SirsiDynix, has announced the
winners of the 5th IFLA International Marketing Award for 2007. First place was awarded to Olga
Einasto (right), representing the University of Tartu Library, Estonia, for “The Night Library and
the Mom-Student Library Project.” Second place went to the Zadar (Croatia) Public Library, and
third place to the Miraflores Public Library in Lima, Peru....
International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions

Seen Online
=====================================================================================
===============
Ruling freezes library surveillance video
[http://www.postcrescent.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070417/APC0101/704170603/1003/APCnews]
The Neenah (Wis.) Public Library possesses a surveillance video of a man who reportedly was
masturbating earlier this month among the nonfiction book aisles on the library’s second floor.
Library Director Stephen Proces said he wants the suspect caught. He has shown the video to
library employees and directed them to call police if they see the man enter the library again.
But he can’t legally share the video with police without a court order....
Appleton (Wis.) Post-Crescent, Apr. 17
Pascagoula library holds grand reopening
[http://www.gulflive.com/news/mississippipress/index.ssf?/base/news/1176804984144660.xml]
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“There’s no place like home” was the theme of the grand reopening of the Pascagoula (Miss.) Public
Library, which was attended April 16 by nearly 100 people. Most books damaged by Hurricane Katrina
were saved, but carpeting, sheet rock, and rusty shelving had to be replaced. Now the Pascagoula
branch, the Jackson–George Regional Library System’s largest, has a new circulation desk, tables
and chairs, larger public reading areas, and 20 public computers....
Pascagoula Mississippi Press, Apr. 17
Codex Gigas returns to Prague for exhibition
[http://www.ctk.cz/english/news/english_view.php?id=247407]
The Codex Gigas, which Swedish troops took away from Bohemia in 1648 during the Thirty Years’ War,
will return temporarily to Prague this year for display in the National Library. Stockholm’s Royal
Library experts told Czech Prime Minister Mirek Topolánek that the bible is one of the most
valuable medieval manuscripts. The Swedes are digitizing the bible as a gift to the Czech
Republic....
Czech News Agency, Apr. 17
Terrorism books face ban in Australia [http://www.bordermail.com.au/news/bm/national/739341.html]
Books and DVDs that glorify terrorism will face much tougher censorship tests under new laws,
federal Attorney-General Philip Ruddock said. Ruddock and state attorneys-general struck an
agreement April 13 to allow materials that “advocate&rdquo; terrorism to be pulled from bookstore
shelves and stopped at Australia&rsquo;s border. The state attorneys-general will report back to
Canberra on the feasibility of the proposed laws by July. ...
Wodonga (Vic.) Border Mail, Apr. 14
Condemning books has no end [http://www.joplinglobe.com/editorial/local_story_104200321.html]
A Joplin Globe reader was so outraged that the Joplin (Mo.) Public Library was offering certain
books to teenagers that she wrote a letter to the editor condemning them. In her letter she used
phrases like &ldquo;moral decay,&rdquo; &ldquo;societal anarchy,&rdquo; and &ldquo;twisted
priorities&rdquo; to make her point. Two of the books she referenced were The Sex Book by Jane
Pavanel and The Whole Truth about Contraception by Beverly Winikoff and Suzanne Wymelenberg. Guest
columnist Ron Hutchison writes, tongue-in-cheek, “The less high-school students know about the
consequences of sex and contraception, the better off they&rsquo;ll be, especially if there is an
unwanted pregnancy involved.”...
Joplin (Mo.) Globe, Apr. 14
Professor and librarian lauded for health literacy study
[http://www.ourmidland.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=18213124&BRD=2289&PAG=461&dept_id=472542&rfi=6]
A Central Michigan University professor and librarian are being honored
[http://www.infolit.org/star_8.html] for their study that found that some rely on the internet for
medical information in a way that&rsquo;s bad for their health. Lana Ivanitskaya, associate
professor of health sciences, and Anne Casey (right), associate dean of libraries, began their
study six years ago on the effective use of electronic documents, including those available
through the internet....
Midland (Mich.) Daily News, Apr. 15
Traffic Safety reading room could disappear
[http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/04/16/AR2007041601637.html]
Alarm bells went off last year when researchers learned that the U.S. National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration might archive, discard, or otherwise send off-site a trove of materials in
preparation for a move to a new building with less space. The agency has maintained a public
document room since it opened in 1970, but in 2006 no space was allocated for a NHTSA reading room
in a new building that will house most of the Transportation Department....
Washington Post, Apr. 17
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Sacramento retains unfiltered adult access
[http://www.calcatholic.com/news/newsArticle.aspx?id=06f4043e-2d7a-4ea5-93ad-07a98dfbe0ad]
The Sacramento (Calif.) Public Library Authority rejected March 22 by a 5–4 vote a proposal to
prohibit adults from requesting unfiltered internet access. During an open hearing, ACLU member
and Sacramento attorney Allen Asch argued that enforced filters would be unconstitutional,
prompting city councilwoman and library board member Bonnie Pannell to respond, “excuse my
language, but screw folks’ constitutional rights,” which Asch has incorporated into a YouTube
video [http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HSkWN5eIxWM]....
California Catholic Daily, Apr. 9; YouTube, Mar. 29
The 2007 &#8220;Who Reads What&#8221; list
[http://www.boston.com/news/local/maine/articles/2007/04/14/who_reads_what_list_includes_authors_ana
lyst_skateboarder/]
A skateboarding pro and a former Pentagon security analyst are among the latest readers to detail
their favorite books in the “Who Reads What? [http://www.gpl.lib.me.us/wrw.htm]” list, which for
two decades has surveyed the top picks of presidents, movie stars, and athletes. “Some of these
books are pretty heavy, but it really correlates with what the times are,” said Glenna Nowell, a
retired librarian for Gardiner, Maine, who compiles the annual list as a way to inspire people to
read more....
Associated Press, Apr. 14
Library honors nonagenarian&#8217;s reading
[http://www.wirralglobe.co.uk/news/wirralnews/display.var.1332163.0.library_honours_ruths_87_years_o
f_reading.php]
Pensioner Ruth Ogden, 94, has one of the longest-running library memberships in the Borough of
Wirral, England, and staff at Wallasey Central Library helped to honor her 87 years of reading
with a party celebrating her borrowing of nearly 19,000 books. Ruth spends seven days a week
choosing her next book and usually heads straight for the horror section....
Wirral (U.K.) Globe, Apr. 16
Intellidating at the library
[http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/04/15/AR2007041501096.html]
The hot spot du jour of Manhattan nightlife looms large over Fifth Avenue and 42nd Street, where
crowds of stylish YoCos—young cosmopolitans—were jostling inside one evening last week for the
right to pay the $15 cover. Rather than crossing the velvet ropes for a rave, house party, or
disco, the hip patrons here were packing into a controversial lecture at the New York Public
Library on the modern meaning of feminism....
Washington Post, Apr. 16
UK library protesters in mass Read Out
[http://www.thisishampshire.net/news/hampshirechroniclenews/display.var.1332042.0.library_protesters
_in_mass_read_out.php]
More than 200 people congregated in downtown Winchester to show their support for Hampshire’s
library service. Unison, the trade union organizing the demonstration, invited supporters to bring
along their favorite book for a mass “Read Out” at the Buttercross on April 16. Some 4,000
residents have already signed a petition protesting against plans to axe 27 out of 60 professional
librarians and downgrade a further 17 to “library officers” with pay cuts of up to £6,700....
Hampshire Chronicle, Apr. 16

Tech Talk
=====================================================================================
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A newbie&#8217;s guide to Flickr [http://www.webware.com/8301-1_109-9703620-2.html]
Josh Lowensohn writes: “Flickr [http://www.flickr.com/] is a popular photo-sharing and hosting
service with advanced and powerful features. It supports an active and engaged community where
people share and explore each other's photos. You can share and host hundreds of your own pictures
on Flickr without paying a dime. There’s also a pro service that gets you unlimited storage and
sharing for about $2 a month, making it one of the cheapest hosting sites around.”...
Webware, Mar. 30
Create your own search engine [http://www.searchengineshowdown.com/cse/]
Create your own customized search engine that searches just a portion of one of the big search
engines. Several options are available with various services and limitations. To compare these
search builders, Greg Notess tried creating a search engine to search the sites of State Libraries
using each tool. See the Search State Libraries
[http://www.searchengineshowdown.com/cse/search-state-libraries/] page for the resulting search
engines, notes, and a list of sites included....
Search Engine Showdown, Apr. 13
Online converters [http://www.smashingmagazine.com/2007/04/10/online-converters/]
Online converters always come in handy. Once you need to perform some operation with your files,
they can save you time achieving the same results online without installing some specific
software. In fact, there are many online tools that convert formats, files, and code snippets for
free. This overview for users and developers links to many different tools that generate pdf
documents out of images, images out of texts, or RSS feeds out of websites....
Smashing Magazine, Apr. 10

Actions & Answers
=====================================================================================
===============
Teens as content creators in times of tragedy
[http://blogs.ala.org/yalsa.php?title=teens_as_content_creators_during_times_o&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1]
Kelly Czarnecki writes: “As I watch the news about the tragedy at Virginia Tech, there was a
reporter from CNN that said this was the first time she remembers the volume of photos and video
coverage being sent to them from the public about a particular incident. The global news coverage
will affect teens everywhere and the librarians that work with them through such portals as Teen
Second Life. Since creating media and ‘putting themselves out there’ is an important part of
adolescent development, why not create opportunities in the library for teens to respond?”...
YALSA blog, Apr. 17
New Britannica student encyclopedia [http://corporate.britannica.com/press/releases/bse2007.html]
Students in grades 3–6 have a lively new way to do research with an all-new Britannica Student
Encyclopedia. Containing 2,300 articles, 3,300 photos and images, and 1,000 maps and flags, the
16-volume set gives students what they need for homework and projects while making special efforts
to introduce them to the craft of research....
Encyclopaedia Britannica
Thomson Gale holds National Library Week video contest
[http://www.prweb.com/releases/2007/4/prweb520018.htm]
In honor of National Library Week 2007, Thomson Gale is launching librareo,
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[http://www.gale.com/librareo] an online community for libraries and the people who love them. To
make certain librareo gets off to a great start, from now until the end of June, the company will
host an “I Love my Library” video contest. Both librarians and library users can upload their
library-loving videos to the YouTube librareo group [http://www.youtube.com/group/LIBRAREO] by May
25 to be eligible for a $10,000 prize....
PR Newswire, Apr. 16
A Queens-sized centennial cake [http://www.qgazette.com/news/2007/0418/Front_page/]
Director Thomas W. Galante (center) and a host of government and community well-wishers joined to
cut Queens’ Biggest Anniversary Cake in honor of Queens Library’s 100th anniversary of
incorporation. The event was held at Antun’s in Queens Village. The anniversary cake measured 16
feet by 20 feet, and it used 1,200 pounds of cake batter, 500 pounds of fudge filling, and 500
pounds of frosting. The total calorie count defied description....
Queens (N.Y.) Gazette, Apr. 18; Queens Library, Apr. 17
Scholastic sends 7 million books to Middle East
[http://www.prnewswire.com/cgi-bin/stories.pl?ACCT=104&STORY=/www/story/04-172007/0004567278&EDATE=
]
Publisher and distributor Scholastic and the U.S. Department of State have sent more than 7
million children’s books—translated into Arabic and adapted to the culture—into classrooms and
libraries across the Middle East and North Africa as part of a program called My Arabic Library.
Scholastic estimates it will have reached more than 2.5 million students in Bahrain, Iraq, Jordan,
Lebanon, Libya, and Morocco by December....
Scholastic, Apr. 17
OCLC pilots WorldCat Local [http://www.oclc.org/news/releases/200659.htm]
OCLC is piloting a new service that will allow libraries to combine the cooperative power of OCLC
member libraries worldwide with the ability to customize WorldCat.org as a solution for local
discovery and delivery services. Through a locally branded interface, the service will provide
libraries the ability to search the entire WorldCat database and present results beginning with
items most accessible to the patron. These might include collections from the home library,
collections shared in a consortium, and open access collections....
OCLC Online Computer Library Center, Apr. 11
Six ways to market on Facebook [http://www.bivingsreport.com/2007/6-ways-to-market-on-facebook/]
Marketing on social networks is not always that successful, but there are sly ways to garner some
success. Facebook [http://www.facebook.com/] has an interesting feature—the news feed. While some
Facebook denizens loathe this feature, it enables people to find out what their friends are up to.
Here are some tips on how to harness the news feed for peddling a product, person, or cause that
will coax people to do things that are visible to others....
The Bivings Report, Apr. 9
I want to be a librarian [http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ne_WXP7lUWM]
A music video (4:10) by New Zealand band HauntedLove, which performs ghostly pop tunes about
werewolves, haunted museums, vengeful librarians, love inside computers, and ponies that just
won’t go. Filmed on location at the Dunedin Public Library. Camera work by Claudia Babirat,
direction and editing/effects by Don Ferns. Starring Haunted Love (Rainy McMaster and Geva Downey)
and Henri Davidson....
YouTube, Apr. 9
SMU faculty comments on Bush Library and Institute
[http://bushlibraryblog.wordpress.com/2007/04/15/faculty-senate-president-circulates-faculty-comment
s-on-bush-complex/]
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Sixty-five Southern Methodist University faculty members offered their anonymous opinions on
whether the university should agree to host the George W. Bush Presidential Library and Museum and
its associated public policy institute. There is discord and dispute, with views ranging from an
enthusiastic endorsement of the package and condemnation of opponents, through outright
opposition, to considered positions somewhere between. The preponderance of opinion seems to be
cautiously optimistic and supportive of the library and museum, but highly suspicious of the
institute....
Bush Library Blog, Apr. 15
Top 25 requested CIA documents in March
[http://www.foia.cia.gov/search.asp?pageNumber=1&freqReqRecord=Top25.txt]
This collection of 25 previously released documents represents those most frequently requested
during the previous month. Topping the list are Volume 1 of the Comprehensive Report of the
Special Advisor to the Director of Central Intelligence on Iraq’s Weapons of Mass Destruction
(2004) and the Senior Executive Intelligence Brief for March 21, 2003....
Central Intelligence Agency, Electronic Reading Room
Change&#8212;arrghhhhh! [http://www.imakenews.com/sirsi/e_article000788260.cfm?x=b9m9hF6,b2rpPgSw]
Stephen Abram writes: “As the old wag noted, the dinosaurs didn&rsquo;t go extinct because the
climate changed—not at all. They went extinct because they couldn&rsquo;t adapt to the changes
happening around them. Anyway, shift happens. So I found myself spending the first part of 2007
shifting gears. Some things have become very clear that we predicted in our strategic planning
exercises years ago. Some parts of our crystal ball are cloudy. It does seem that change in
library land is happening more quickly.”...
SirsiDynix One Source, Apr.
NYPL to present new musical on bibliomania [http://www.playbill.com/news/article/107325.html]
The new musical The Rosenbach Company will be presented for one night only at the New York Public
Library [http://www.nypl.org/research/chss/pep/pepdesc.cfm?id=2776] at Fifth Avenue and 42nd
Street, April 20 at 7 p.m. (It’s already sold out.) The musical, written by the graphic novelist
Ben Katchor and composer Mark Mulcahy, is a “multi-media ‘chamber rock opera’ about the pleasures
and perils of bibliomania.” It chronicles the life of the brothers Abe and Philip Rosenbach, who
were the famed dealers of rare books and antique artifacts....
Playbill, Apr. 15
Earliest printed books in selected languages, 1501&#8211;1879
[http://blogs.britannica.com/blog/main/2007/04/earliest-printed-books-in-select-languages-part-2-150
1-1879/]
George Eberhart continues his list of earliest books in various languages, from Slavonic (1508)
and Polish (1510) to Cherokee (1829) and Afrikaans (1861)....
Britannica Blog, Apr. 12
Display for dummies [http://lansinglibraryadult.blogspot.com/2007/04/for-dummies-book-display.html]
The Lansing (Ill.) Public Library borrowed a mannequin from the Lansing Historical Society and put
together this distinctive display of “For Dummies” books. Wiley, the publisher, is holding a
contest for the best display in a library. Winners will be announced in late June. Check out last
year’s winners here [http://www.dummies.com/WileyCDA/Section/id-291827.html]....
Lansing (Ill.) Public Library, Apr. 10
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Results of the April 11 poll:
Are you attending ALA Annual Conference in Washington, D.C., this June?
53%
Yes
47%
No
(194 responses)
This is an unscientific poll that reflects the opinions of only those AL Direct readers who have
chosen to participate.

Ask the ALA Librarian
=====================================================================================
===============
Q. What do you say when you hear “The Internet is the death of libraries”? Does ALA have research
and support materials to help libraries respond to this inquiry?
A. Yes! Our 2007 State of America&#8217;s Libraries
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/march2007/stateoflibraries.htm] report includes the
statistics that indicate that the number of visits to public libraries in the United States
increased 61% between 1994 and 2004. In short, libraries of all kinds are thriving. The ALA
Professional Tips wiki [http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Future_of_Libraries] and
the ALA website both have extensive resources for statistics
[http://www.ala.org/ala/ors/researchstatistics.htm] and advocacy
[http://www.ala.org/ala/issues/issuesadvocacy.htm] for you to use in your library.
The ALA Librarian [mailto:AskTheLibrarian@ala.org] welcomes your questions.

Calendar
=====================================================================================
===============
May 31–
June 3:
North American Serials Interest Group, [http://www.nasig.org/conference/2007/] Conference,
Louisville, Kentucky. &ldquo;Place Your Bet in Kentucky: The Serials Gamble.” Contact: NASIG.
[mailto:conf-plan@nasig.org]
June 3–6:
Special Libraries Association [http://www.sla.org/content/Events/conference/ac2007/index.cfm],
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Annual Conference, Colorado Convention Center, Denver. Contact: SLA. [mailto:events@sla.org]
June 5–9:
Council on Botanical and Horticultural Libraries, [http://www.cbhl.net/meetings/meetings.htm]
Annual Meeting, Cincinnati, Ohio. &ldquo;Eclectic Cincinnati: Legacies, Legends, and the
Lloyds.&rdquo; Contact: Gayle Bradbeer. [mailto:Gayle.Bradbeer@auraria.edu]
June 7–8:
Northeast Map Organization, [http://www.northeastmap.org/] Annual Meeting, Fashion Institute of
Technology, State University of New York. Contact: Angelique Jenks-Brown,
[mailto:ajbrown@binghamton.edu] 607-777-4596.
June 13–15:
State University of New York Librarians Association,
[http://www.buffalostate.edu/library/sunyla2007/] Annual Conference, SUNY-Maritime. Contact: Carol
Anne Germain. [mailto:cg219@albany.edu]
June 24–27:
International Society for Technology in Education, [http://center.uoregon.edu/ISTE/NECC2007/]
National Educational Computing Conference, Georgia World Congress Center, Atlanta. &ldquo;Learning
and Leading with Technology.&rdquo; Contact: NECC, 800-280-6218.
Sept. 26–28:
Association for Rural and Small Libraries, [http://jupiter.clarion.edu/~csrl/great.htm] Annual
Conference, Columbus, Ohio. Contact: ARSL, [mailto:arsl@clarion.edu] 814-393-2014.
@ More [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/datebook/datebook.cfm]...
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U.S. & World News
Library security threats follow Virginia Tech
shootings

In the aftermath of the mass shooting at Virginia Tech April 16,
university campuses, schools, and libraries across the nation
tightened security measures as a handful of threatening notes,
emails, and calls created some false alarms. Incidents involving
libraries included the following....

Senator revises web monitoring bill

Sen. Ted Stevens (R-Alaska) plans to revise his Protecting Children in
the 21st Century Act (S. 49), introduced January 6 and criticized by
some librarians, internet companies, and civil liberties advocates. The
revised bill would join the ranks of February’s Deleting Online
Predators Act (H.R. 1120), and the Cyber Safety for Kids Act (S.
1086) introduced April 11 by Sens. Max Baucus (D-Mont.) and Mark
Pryor (D-Ark.) that would require websites to embed tags to help
filtering software flag content deemed harmful to minors....

Illinois Library Association and
MySpace promote cybersafety

Social networking website MySpace has
joined with the Illinois Library Association in
a campaign to inform children, teens, and
parents about online safety. In honor of
Illinois Library Day, April 19, ILA began
distributing to every public library in the
state free Internet Safety Bookmarks that
offer tips on safe social networking, safe
blogging, and dealing with cyberbullies. The bookmarks, jointly
produced by ILA and MySpace, will also be distributed during National
Library Legislative Day, May 1–2, in Washington, D.C....

Laura Bush announces grants to Gulf Coast school
libraries

First Lady Laura Bush announced April 19 that 14 school libraries in
Louisiana and Mississippi would receive $502,000 to help rebuild
collections and facilities damaged by Hurricane Katrina in 2005. The
Laura Bush Foundation for America’s Libraries has granted more than
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A number of ALA units
are commemorating
anniversaries at
Annual Conference in
Washington this June.
Check out these
chances to celebrate
and visit the ALA
Membership Pavilion to
see additional
anniversary events
taking place on the
Exhibits Floor.

Make your summer
reading program a
snap with colorful,
easy-to-use
programming
resources featuring Mo
Willem’s beloved
character Pigeon.
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$2.5 million to 40 Gulf Coast school libraries since last May....

Wisconsin librarians seek privacy-law amendment

A police investigation into whether a crime occurred April 2 at the
Neenah (Wis.) Public Library has intensified efforts already underway
by the Wisconsin Library Association and state legislators to enable
librarians to share surveillance tapes with law enforcement in
criminal cases without a subpoena. The investigation involves a
patron’s report that a man was masturbating in a second-floor book
aisle; by the time police arrived the suspect was gone....

Arkansas man wants library fined over
lesbian book

The father of two teenage boys has asked city
officials to fine the Bentonville (Ark.) Public Library
for keeping The Whole Lesbian Sex Book by Felice
Newman on the open shelves where his sons could
find it. Earl Adams said his 14- and 16-year-old sons
discovered the book in January while browsing for
literature on military academies and were “greatly
disturbed,” causing “many sleepless nights in our house.”...

Anonymous donor gives
Philadelphia library $15 million

Free Library of Philadelphia officials
announced April 17 they had received from
an anonymous private donor a $15-million
challenge grant to help refurbish and
expand the Central Library, a project
expected to take more than two years and cost $175 million. “This is
the largest gift in the library’s history,” said William R. Sasso,
chairman of the library foundation’s board of directors....

Don’t miss the bus!
Celebrate summer
reading with Pigeon
and friends. NEW!
From ALA Graphics.

Erin Haggerty of ALA’s
Office of Government
Relations discusses
National Library
Legislative Day (May 1–
2) in this District
Dispatch podcast
(4:55).

In this issue
April 2007

European Digital Library group agrees on copyright
model

The European Union’s expert group on digital libraries has established
a basic model for handling copyright issues with orphan works and
out-of-print materials. The model—agreed upon April 18 by
representatives of the British Library, the German National Library,
the Federation of European Publishers, Google, and other
stakeholders—calls on European member states to set up voluntary
programs to digitize and make accessible materials that fall into
these two categories....

ALA News
Salary survey deadline extended

ALA-APA: The Organization for the Advancement of Library
Employees has extended its deadline to Monday, April 30, for
completion of its web-based Library Salary Survey. Almost 4,000
public and academic libraries were asked to participate....

Advocacy Institute at Annual Conference
has multiple sponsors
The Virginia Library Association, the Delaware Library
Association, and the District of Columbia Library
Association will cosponsor the Advocacy Institute at
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versus Schools
Human Error: When
Good Intentions
Meet Bad Planning

From the
CentenniAL
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ALA 2007 Annual Conference in Washington, D.C., June
22. This workshop will feature topics on mounting an
effective advocacy program....

Featured review: Adult books

Allawi, Ali A. The Occupation of Iraq:
Winning the War, Losing the Peace. Apr.
2007. 400p. Yale, hardcover (978-0-30011015-9).
In exile for more than 30 years, Allawi left
a successful career in finance and Middle
Eastern policy analysis to return to Iraq in
2003. During the next three years, he
served as minister of trade, the first
postwar civilian minister of defense, and a
member of the transitional national government’s legislative
body. Allawi here draws on his multifaceted experience with
the struggling American project in Iraq to document what
went wrong and when....

@ Visit Booklist Online for other reviews and much more....
D.C. Update
15th National Capital Barbecue Battle

No matter how you spell it, if you love BBQ you’ll
enjoy the 2007 Barbecue Battle that will
conveniently take place during ALA Annual
Conference. On Pennsylvania Avenue, June 23–24,
tens of thousands of people will watch barbecue
teams and restaurants from around the country
compete to win over $25,000 in cash and the title of National Pork
BBQ Champion....

AL Editor-in-Chief
Leonard Kniffel writes
in What Have You
Done for Me Lately:
“It has long been my
theory that there are
two realities: one is
reality and the other is
your perception of
reality. It may be futile
for me to argue that
the perception of
American Libraries as
oblivious to the work
of school librarians is
wrong, when that
seems to be the
perception that is
making the rounds.
But if it weren’t futile,
I would argue that
American Libraries is
very relevant to school
librarians and
struggles every month
and every week in
American Libraries
Online and American
Libraries Direct to
include stories that are
not only relevant but
school-libraryspecific.”...

Safeway Barbecue Battle

Bike and foot trails

Find hiking and cycling trails throughout the D.C. area, from Rock
Creek to the Anacostia riverwalk, on this handy map....
Washington Post

Division News
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YALSA launches 2007
Teen Read Week website

YALSA’s 2007 Teen Read Week
website offers benefits for early
registration. The first 100 to sign
up will receive a free unabridged
audiobook from a Printz or Alex Award–winning author. One winner,
selected at random, will receive an audiobook library collection of 12
titles by Printz and Alex Award–winning authors. This year’s theme,
“LOL @ your library,” encourages teens nationwide to read something
humorous, light, and entertaining just for the fun of it....

YALSA names Teen Tech Week contest winners

Old Bridge (N.J.) Public Library won a visit from popular Young Adult
author Lauren Myracle (ttyl, Rhymes with Witches) for producing the
program that best exemplifies “Get Connected,” the theme for Teen
Tech Week 2007....

Teen Tech Week video contest
winners

from

Associate Professor,
Library Media,
Southern Utah
University, Sherratt
Library, Cedar City.
This position will
assist in planning,
implementing, and
evaluating library
services in
coordination with the
Library
Administration....

@ More jobs...

Three students—Michael Morse, Michelle
Gillman, and Dave Burgmeyer—at
Plymouth Whitemarsh High School in
Plymouth Meeting, Pennsylvania, won the
Teen Tech Week video contest with a
short video (2:33) highlighting the many
technological resources the library has to
offer students....

New PLA publication addresses
emergency response

PLA has published a handbook and DVD titled Field
Guide to Emergency Response: A Vital Tool for Cultural
Institutions, originally produced by Heritage Preservation
through a grant from the National Endowment for the
Humanities. The instructional DVD demonstrates basic
salvage techniques and prepares your response team
for typical problems that take place after a disaster....

Round Table News
Library history bibliography for Spring 2007

Ed Goedeken has completed his biannual bibliography of writings on
the history of libraries, librarianship, and book culture for the Library
History Round Table....

Awards
Margaret E. Monroe Library Adult
Services Award

Barry Trott, adult services director of the Williamsburg
(Va.) Regional Library, is the 2007 recipient of the
Margaret E. Monroe Library Adult Services Award
administered by RUSA. This annual citation is
presented to a librarian who has made a significant
contribution to, and had an impact on, library service
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The fourth edition
(April 2007) of the
Better Salaries and
Pay Equity Toolkit is
now available on the
ALA-APA website as a
90-page PDF file. The
toolkit was originally
created by the Better
Salaries Task Force
established by former
ALA President Maurice
Freedman in 2001–
2002.
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to adults....

Thomson Gale Award for Excellence in Reference
and Adult Services

The Springfield–Greene County (Mo.) Library is the 2007 recipient of
the RUSA Thomson Gale Award for Excellence in Reference and Adult
Services. The $3,000 award donated by Thomson Gale recognizes a
library or library system for developing an imaginative and unique
library resource to meet patrons’ reference needs. The library is
receiving the award for its Informed Decision and Hot Topics
websites....

Paul Simon to receive LC’s first
Gershwin Prize

A star-studded cast of performers and presenters
has been confirmed to pay tribute to singersongwriter Paul Simon as he receives the first
annual Library of Congress Gershwin Prize for
Popular Song on May 23 at 8 p.m. at the Warner
Theatre in Washington, D.C. This newly created
award recognizes the profound and positive effect
of popular music on the world’s culture and will be
given annually to a composer or performer whose lifetime
contributions exemplify the standard of excellence associated with
the Gershwins....
Library of Congress, Apr. 23

2007 Bancroft Awards

The authors of two books, a biography chronicling the
life of William James and an ecological history of the
American South, have won the Bancroft Prize for
2007: Robert D. Richardson for William James: In the
Maelstrom of American Modernism (Houghton Mifflin),
and Jack Temple Kirby for Mockingbird Song:
Ecological Landscapes of the South (University of
North Carolina). The Bancroft is awarded annually by
the Trustees of Columbia University to the authors of books of
exceptional merit in the fields of American history, biography, and
diplomacy....
Columbia News, Apr. 20

Seen Online
Justice Department asked to investigate Reading
First program

The Education Department’s inspector general has asked the Justice
Department to investigate Reading First, the Bush administration’s
$6-billion program to teach poor children to read by third grade.
Inspector General John P. Higgins has issued a half-dozen reports
finding conflicts of interest, cronyism, and bias in how federal officials
and private consultants operated the program and awarded the
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The Reading
Renovation Volunteer
Project cosponsored by
Idearc Media and ALA
during National Library
Week resulted in this
complete makeover of
the children’s area of
the Fort Worth (Tex.)
Public Library’s Riverside
branch. The branch
reopened April 20 after
a week of refurbishing
by Idearc volunteers.

Public
Perception
How the World
Sees Us

“I know that the
library community
is very adamant
that there’s still a
very growing need
for libraries. With
the elderly
population in Palm
Beach County, I
think libraries are
still a very viable
thing. But in this
age of technology,
when you get so
much on the
internet, I just don’t
understand why we
need more and
bigger libraries.”
—Palm Beach (Fla.) County
Commissioner Mary McCarty,
reacting to the skyrocketing
cost of library projects
approved in 2002, Fort
Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel,
Apr. 4.
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grants....

New York Times, Apr. 21

Virginia Tech to preserve memorials

Officials at Virginia Tech have started the process of preserving the
makeshift memorials of grief, love, and forgiveness to the victims
and the gunman in the shooting rampage of April 16. Dean of
Libraries Eileen E. Hitchingham said every effort would be made to
preserve all the objects, including pressing one flower from each
shrine bouquet. The mementos and original documents will
temporarily be held for safekeeping at a student center until a
permanent home is found....
New York Times, Apr. 25

Free Library President Shelkrot resigns

Free Library of Philadelphia President Elliot L. Shelkrot
has decided to step down as president and director of
one of the 10 largest public library systems in the
country. Shelkrot said his decision was prompted by
the simple fact that he has been at the helm for 20
years. He has agreed to stay on until the end of the
year....
Philadelphia Inquirer, Apr. 23

Teen books move up to the top shelf

Despite competition from XBox, TV, and social networking sites, teen
literature is one of the fastest-growing segments in publishing.
Industry officials and librarians credit a quirky, raven-haired wizard:
Harry Potter. In honor of the first national Teen Literature Day,
publishers, educators, and young readers gathered April 19 at Benito
Juarez Community Academy School in Chicago to celebrate teenagers
who read books for pleasure....

The Spring 2007
issue of Prism, the
ALA Office for
Accreditation’s
semiannual newsletter,
is now available. This
issue features the
2006 summary report
on statistics for ALAaccredited programs
and an update on Fall
2006 and Spring 2006
AASL-NCATE program
recognition decisions.

Ask the ALA
Librarian

Chicago Tribune, Apr. 20

Rochester readers split on library’s internet policy

Readers are divided sharply on Monroe County (N.Y.) Executive
Maggie Brooks’s threat to withdraw all county funding of the Central
Library unless it acts immediately to “halt the public viewing of
pornography and other graphic materials” on library computers. By a
slim margin of 52–48%, more readers supported Brooks’s position
than opposed it....
Rochester (N.Y.) Business Journal, Apr. 20

Explicit comics challenged in New Zealand

Sexually graphic comics available in the public library at Wanganui,
New Zealand, have prompted a local woman to launch a petition
calling for reasonable censorship at the library. Julie Gordon, a
mother of five and part-time secondary school teacher, said while
she understands a lot of the comics—mainly those coming from
Japan—were aimed at an adult audience, there were some that had
no rating and therefore could be taken out on loan by any library
cardholder....
Wanganui (N.Z.) Chronicle, Apr. 26

University of Illinois rare books library hosts
collecting contest

The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign’s Rare Book and
Manuscript Library and its resident book collecting organization, the
No. 44 Society, are playing host to the university’s second annual

http://aldirect.ala.org/sites/default/al_direct/2007/april/042507.htm[7/17/2014 1:16:57 PM]

Q. I’m putting
together a
presentation on
diversity for one of
my library school
classes. My main
point is to show that
the U.S. is becoming
more and more
multicultural and, as
future public
librarians, we need
to be attentive to
the issue of
diversity and be
sensitive to serving
the needs of
everyone in our
community. Does
ALA have any
diversity scenarios
or exercises that I
can use in my
presentation?
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Book Collecting Contest. This contest pits student book collectors
against one another in a competition to assemble the most complete,
well thought-out, and creative book collections....
Daily Illini, Mar. 29

Top minds try weaving a less-tangled Web

(humor)

Columnist Paige Wiser writes: “The internet is so flawed that it might
be better to scrap it and begin again, say university researchers. It’s
evolved past what it was really designed for, and is now riddled with
spammers and hackers. ‘It’s sort of a miracle that it continues to
work well today,’ Dipankar Raychaudhuri told the Associated Press.
Raychaudhuri is a Rutgers professor supervising three projects that
could eventually replace the internet.”...
Chicago Sun-Times, Apr. 22

Sierra Vista takes over library service for GIs

With its rows of books and gleaming windows, the municipal library
in Sierra Vista, Arizona, seems much like any other, except for the
military uniforms inside. In a setup being hailed as a potential model
for other military installations, the Army post of Fort Huachuca,
about 75 miles southeast of Tucson, recently signed a deal with the
city of Sierra Vista to have the city provide library services for
soldiers....
Tucson Arizona Daily Star, Apr. 20

Libraries boost offerings for immigrants

The shelves of libraries across Minnesota are swelling with books and
other materials catering to the state’s most recent immigrants,
mostly Hispanics, Somalis, and Hmong. In the past few years,
libraries have added thousands of books, from free ones from the
Mexican government to new ones about Somali folklore, and received
federal grants for storytelling. Libraries have become important
centers for newcomers who are trying to become proficient in English
while connecting to their native languages and heritage....
Associated Press, Apr. 23

Funding woes put PlaneTree
library in crisis

For the past 18 years, the PlaneTree
Health Library in Los Gatos, California, has
been helping patrons gather as much
information as they can about their or a
family member’s new diagnosis. However,
the library is in a race to find more
funding. Good Samaritan Hospital has been sponsoring PlaneTree
since 2002, and the partnership is ending on June 30. The hospital
will continue providing the library space rent-free and donations have
trickled in, but the staff wouldn’t mind seeing more financial help
from the community....

A. There are a
number of general
training resources
available that target
diversity issues. When
looking through
general training
materials on diversity,
you may wish to seek
out exercises from the
service industry if
your goal is to
facilitate service to
diverse library users
versus training staff
on workplace
diversity. If you are
targeting workplace
diversity, human
resource training
materials abound. The
ALA Office for
Diversity provides
information and
resources on strategic
planning for diversity,
employment
discrimination,
statistics, diversity
advocacy, and the
recruitment and
retention of a diverse
library workforce. The
ALA Office for Literacy
and Outreach Services
provides information
and resources on
improving service to
traditionally
underserved
populations. See more
at the ALA
Professional Tips
wiki.
The ALA Librarian
welcomes your
questions.

San Jose (Calif.) Mercury News, Apr. 17

Ute Tribe’s library director wants more reading

Tina King has been the Ute Mountain (Colo.) Ute Tribe’s library
director for just two weeks, but she’s already making changes and
laying out ambitious goals, urging more native youths to discover the
joys of reading. King’s vision includes a hoped-for large-print section
for elders and reorganizing the children’s book section. Her biggest
hope is for the Ute Tribe’s young people to take advantage of a vital
community resource....
Cortez (Colo.) Journal, Apr. 19
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Calendar
Institutes and
workshops
May 18–19:
Miami-Dade Public
Library System,
International Art of
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Cree scholars research their roots

The written works of the Oblate missionaries who served among the
Cree people in northwestern Canada have now become the subject of
research. A team of indigenous scholars at the University of Alberta
has just begun a five-year research project that involves studying
rare books and manuscripts written in Cree by Oblate missionaries
who worked and lived among their ancestors....
Western Catholic Reporter, Apr. 23

Man found shot at Fort Myers library

A homeless man suffering from a gunshot wound was found April 21
at the downtown Fort Myers branch of the Lee County (Fla.) Library.
A security guard found Hugh Curtis Shears, 43, who frequented the
library, a little after 8 a.m. near the front entrance. “We hope he’s
OK,” said Madeleine Plummer, a regional manager with the county
library system....
Fort Myers (Fla.) News-Press, Apr. 22

Tech Talk
OCLC scores again

It’s just not enough for OCLC to grab up good
software, create cool new tools, and be the
behemoth of the library world; they have to
snatch up some great librarians to go along with it! It was
announced April 24 that Roy Tennant will be leaving the California
Digital Library, where he has worked since 2000, for a new position
at OCLC. Tennant will be senior program manager with the RLG
Programs unit of OCLC Research and Programs....
Hectic Pace blog, Apr. 25

U.S. falls further behind in broadband

The United States continues to lose ground when the number of
people with broadband communications connections here is compared
to other countries. U.S. broadband penetration among worldwide
industrialized nations dropped from 12th to 15th place, according to
broadband rankings released in April by the Organisation for
Economic Cooperation and Development....
Information Week, Apr. 24

Information design for the
New Web

Columbia University Reference
Librarian Ellyssa Kroski presented an
overview of current trends in website
design April 16 at the Computers in
Libraries 2007 conference: “Today’s
websites are aiming for intuitive and
usable interfaces which are
continuously evolving in response to user needs. Information design
for the New Web is simple, it is social, and it embraces alternate
forms of navigation.” A summary of her presentation appears on her
blog....
InfoTangle, Apr. 2

Six reasons to use a paper to-do list

You’d think the proliferation of webware might make paper to-do lists
obsolete. For some people, though, no electronic task list can replace
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Storytelling
Workshops and
Festival. Register by
May 7. Contact:
Patricia Faison, 305375-5501.
May 19–22:
Acquisitions Institute
at Timberline Lodge,
Oregon.
May 21–23:
Copyright Utopia:
Alternative Visions,
Methods, and Policies,
University of Maryland
University College,
Adelphi.
May 31–June 1:
Human-Computer
Interaction
Laboratory, Annual
Symposium,
University of
Maryland, College
Park. Contact: HCIL,
301-405-2769.
June 4–15:
German Script Course
at the Moravian
Archives, Bethlehem,
Pennsylvania.
June 6–8:
Association of
Research Libraries,
Library Management
Skills Institute I: The
Manager, University at
Albany, New York.
Contact: Anna Z.
Radkowski-Lee, 518442-3574.
June 11–13:
Current Issues: Books
in Spanish for Young
Readers, Barahona
Center for the Study
of Books in Spanish
for Children and
Adolescents, California
State University, San
Marcos. Contact:
Isabel Schon, 760750-4070.
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the joys of paper and pen. Anne Zelenka writes: “I’ve come across
many appealing web-based to-do list managers—Gubb and
Remember the Milk are two especially nice options—but none that
can overcome my commitment to paper to-do lists.”...
Web Worker Daily, Apr. 18

11 ways to search without
Google

Depending on who you ask, Google
accounts for 40–50% of the search engine
market (add in Yahoo and MSN and the
figure jumps to around 90%). And rightly
so—the service gives speedy results and
has a very good user interface. But don’t
you ever want to try a different search
engine, just to see where it takes you?
Here, for your surfing pleasure, are 11 ways to do exactly that,
including Ms. Dewey (right)....
PC Magazine, Apr. 18

Email is for old people

All of a sudden, email—that icon of the Internet Age—is, like, so
over. By last spring, teen usage of web-based email had dropped 8%
from the previous year, according to comScore Media Matrix. The
shift to instant communication like text messaging means that email
—once the casual, speedy alternative to parcel post—has become the
new “snail mail” among the Lindsay Lohan set: a slow, all-too-formal
way to communicate with “old people” and drab, faceless
institutions....
Hyannis (Mass.) Cape Cod Times, Apr. 24

Uniform Resource Identifiers

A Uniform Resource Identifier (URI) is a character string that serves
to identify (or locate, retrieve, dereference) a resource. URI schemes
include http, telnet, mailto, ftp, z39.50s, info, tag, and urn (uniform
resource name). The info URI scheme was developed within the
library and publishing communities (specifically, in conjunction with
the development of the NISO OpenURL standard) because of the
need for URIs as pure identifiers....
IFLA/CDNL Alliance for Bibliographic Standards

Things computers can do in movies

1. Word processors never display a cursor. 2. You never have to use
the space bar when typing long sentences. 3. Movie characters never
make typing mistakes. 4. All monitors display inch-high letters. 5. All
computers are connected; you can access the information on the
villain’s desktop computer even if it’s turned off....
Programming Blog, Apr. 8

Actions & Answers
Texas acquires David Mamet
papers
The Harry Ransom Humanities
Research Center at the University of
Texas at Austin has acquired the
papers of playwright, writer, and film
director David Mamet, author of more
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June 15:
Mississippi Library 2.0
Summit, Mississippi
State University,
Starkville. Contact:
Amanda Clay Powers.
June 19–21:
Bank Street Infancy
Institute, Bank Street
College of Education,
New York City.
June 25–27:
Books and Reading
Strategies for Bilingual
Students in Grades K–
8, Barahona Center
for the Study of
Books in Spanish for
Children and
Adolescents, California
State University, San
Marcos. Contact:
Isabel Schon, 760750-4070.
July 8–27:
Taft Educational
Center, Watertown,
Connecticut, offers
library science courses
as part of its 2007
Summer Workshops
for Teachers:
“Questioning
Assumptions,
Improving High School
Libraries,” July 8–13;
“The Teaching Library
in the Age of Google,”
July 15–20; and
“Planning Libraries in
the 21st Century,”
July 22–27. Register
by June 1. Contact:
TEC, 800-274-7815.
July 12–14:
Trejo Foster
Foundation Institute,
University of Arizona,
Tucson. Contact:
Bruce Felton, 520621-3565.
July 16–18:
Books in Spanish for
Children and
Adolescents, Barahona
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than 50 plays and 25 screenplays that
have earned him a Pulitzer Prize, Oscar nominations, and a Tony
Award. The materials include manuscripts, journals, office and
production files, correspondence, and multiple drafts of each of
Mamet’s works, including the plays American Buffalo (1975) and
Glengarry Glen Ross (1992) and screenplays The Untouchables
(1988) and Wag the Dog (1997)....
University of Texas at Austin, Apr. 18

State library statistics module

The ALA Office for Information Technology Policy, in partnership with
the Information Institute at Florida State University, has developed a
new tool for library advocates, the EDMS state statistics module. This
interactive website contains copious information about broadband
connectivity in libraries and allows for the creation of customized
reports, based upon 11 variables from the 2006 Public Libraries and
the Internet Study. Users have the opportunity to create comparative
tables and charts of data at the national and state levels....
ALA Office for Information Technology Policy, Apr. 25

Six hallmarks of Web 2.0

Michelle Boule writes: “Lee Rainie, from the Pew Internet and
American Life Project, was the first speaker at this year’s Computers
in Libraries conference. His talk was bursting with numbers that
illustrated how people use and interact on the internet. According to
Rainie, there are six hallmarks of Web 2.0.”...

Center for the Study
of Books in Spanish
for Children and
Adolescents, California
State University, San
Marcos. Workshop
conducted in Spanish;
however, Spanishspeaking ability not
required. Contact:
Isabel Schon, 760750-4070.
July 30–Aug. 10:
University of California
at Los Angeles,
California Rare Book
School offers six oneweek courses on rare
book librarianship and
the history of books
and printing.

@ More...

ALA TechSource blog, Apr. 23

14 ways to make your library
great

To succeed today, libraries must master
many different roles—some traditionally
associated with libraries, some not. New,
multifaceted missions must be supported
with great design, strong amenities, and
popular programs. Here are 14 different ways public libraries in the
United States and Canada make a difference in their communities....
Project for Public Spaces, Making Places newsletter (Apr.)

Gulf Coast Summer Reading Initiative

U.S. Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings visited GulfviewCharles B. Murphy Elementary School in Kiln, Mississippi, April 18 to
launch the 2007 Gulf Coast Summer Reading Initiative, a publicprivate partnership between the U.S. Department of Education, First
Book, and Scholastic Inc. Building on the initiative established in
2006, this year’s program renews the effort to distribute books to
communities affected by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita....
U.S. Dept. of Education, Apr. 18

Gaming in libraries survey

Syracuse University School of Information Studies Assistant Professor
Scott Nicholson is conducting a survey on how libraries supported
games and gaming activities in 2006. He writes: “This will provide us
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with the valuable evidence useful for all of us in getting funding for
gaming in libraries.” If you did run any type of gaming program
(board, card, video games) or have people involved with games in
your library, fill out the survey by April 30....

lkniffel@ala.org

Teen online identities in the age of MySpace

Send feedback:
aldirect@ala.org

The Shifted Librarian, Apr. 18

According to a new report (PDF file), the majority of teens actively
manage their online profiles to keep the information they believe is
most sensitive away from the unwanted gaze of strangers, parents,
and other adults. While many teens post their first name and photos
on their profiles, they rarely post information on public profiles they
believe would help strangers actually locate them, such as full name,
home phone number, or cell phone number....
Pew Internet and American Life Project, Apr. 18

Schools embrace MySpace

Some schools ban social networks for wasting classroom time or to
protect students from weirdos. But, as part of a wider trend toward
less top-down teaching, other institutions are putting tools like
MySpace, Bebo, and Facebook on the curriculum—and teachers are
saying: “Thanks for the add.”...
Wired, Apr. 19

Colbert on National Libary Week

Comedian Stephen Colbert has a few words
to say about National Libary Week on the
April 18 Colbert Report. Author Frank McCourt
and New Yorker writer David Remnick also
give their “opinions” after Colbert offers his
take on books: “Sure, they’re great to put a
hot pot on and nothing beats them for kindling, but a whole building
of them seems a little excessive.”...
Comedy Central, Apr. 18

New York Times adjusts free-content offer

(subscription

required)

In mid-March, the New York Times announced that it would make its
premium online TimesSelect content available free to college
students. But academic librarians complained that they already pay
tens of thousands of dollars for access to premium content through
database companies like ProQuest and LexisNexis. The paper now
says TimesSelect archives will be available only to students at
colleges that subscribe to database companies that carry Times
content....

Chronicle of Higher Education, Apr. 13

Campaign to save newspaper book reviews

Over the past five years, one by one, newspapers have begun to
forsake books and their readers. On its Critical Mass blog, the
National Book Critics Circle is featuring posts by concerned writers,
interviews with book editors in the trenches, links to op-eds by
critics, novelists, and other NBCC board members, Q&As with
newspaper editors and owners who will explain the business context
for these changes, and tips for what you can do to help save book
reviewing....
Critical Mass blog, Apr. 25

Library of Congress launches its first
blog
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The Library of Congress might have turned 207 years
old April 24, but with the addition of the first-ever
public blog to its award-winning website, it possibly
has never looked younger. The blog is authored by the
library’s director of communications, Matt Raymond,
with contributions from Librarian of Congress James H.
Billington, along with curators and other library staff....
Library of Congress, Apr. 23

May is Preservation Month

The National Trust for Historic Preservation will
commemorate the third annual National
Preservation Month in May. And while this
year’s theme, “Making Preservation Work,” is
new, the idea remains the same—celebrating the country’s diverse
and irreplaceable heritage by participating in local events throughout
the nation....
National Trust for Historic Preservation

Library user tip #367

Avoid overdue fines with a library basket. Megin Hatch writes:
“Between the three kids and myself our library bag is overflowing
when we leave. For a long time it was common to lose track of the
books—they would get mixed in with the books we owned (all 9
gazillion of them!). Enter the library book basket: I bought a special
basket that stays in the living room. The kids learned very quickly to
return library books to the basket—even the 2-year-old.”...
Parent Hacks, Apr. 19
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U.S. & World News
==========================
Library security threats follow Virginia Tech shootings
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/april2007/libthreats.cfm]
In the aftermath of the mass shooting at Virginia Tech April 16, university campuses, schools, and
libraries across the nation tightened security measures as a handful of threatening notes, emails,
and calls created some false alarms. Incidents involving libraries included the following....
Senator revises web monitoring bill
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/april2007/stevensbill.cfm]
Sen. Ted Stevens (R-Alaska) plans to revise his Protecting Children in the 21st Century Act (S.
49), introduced January 6 and criticized by some librarians, internet companies, and civil
liberties advocates. The revised bill would join the ranks of February&rsquo;s Deleting Online
Predators Act (H.R. 1120), and the Cyber Safety for Kids Act (S. 1086) introduced April 11 by
Sens. Max Baucus (D-Mont.) and Mark Pryor (D-Ark.) that would require websites to embed tags to
help filtering software flag content deemed harmful to minors....
Illinois Library Association and MySpace promote cybersafety
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/april2007/ilamyspace.cfm]
Social networking website MySpace has joined with the Illinois Library Association in a campaign
to inform children, teens, and parents about online safety. In honor of Illinois Library Day,
April 19, ILA began distributing to every public library in the state free Internet Safety
Bookmarks [http://www.ila.org/netsafe/] that offer tips on safe social networking, safe blogging,
and dealing with cyberbullies. The bookmarks, jointly produced by ILA and MySpace, will also be
distributed during National Library Legislative Day, May 1&ndash;2, in Washington, D.C....
Laura Bush announces grants to Gulf Coast school libraries
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[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/april2007/bushgrants.cfm]
First Lady Laura Bush announced April 19 that 14 school libraries in Louisiana and Mississippi
would receive $502,000 to help rebuild collections and facilities damaged by Hurricane Katrina in
2005. The Laura Bush Foundation for America&rsquo;s Libraries [http://www.laurabushfoundation.org]
has granted more than $2.5 million to 40 Gulf Coast school libraries since last May....
Wisconsin librarians seek privacy-law amendment
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/april2007/wisprivacy.cfm]
A police investigation into whether a crime occurred April 2 at the Neenah (Wis.) Public Library
has intensified efforts already underway by the Wisconsin Library Association and state
legislators to enable librarians to share surveillance tapes with law enforcement in criminal
cases without a subpoena. The investigation involves a patron&rsquo;s report that a man was
masturbating in a second-floor book aisle; by the time police arrived the suspect was gone....
Arkansas man wants library fined over lesbian book
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/april2007/bentonlesbian.cfm]
The father of two teenage boys has asked city officials to fine the Bentonville (Ark.) Public
Library for keeping The Whole Lesbian Sex Book by Felice Newman on the open shelves where his sons
could find it. Earl Adams said his 14- and 16-year-old sons discovered the book in January while
browsing for literature on military academies and were &ldquo;greatly disturbed,&rdquo; causing
&ldquo;many sleepless nights in our house.&rdquo;...
Anonymous donor gives Philadelphia library $15 million
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/april2007/philagrant.cfm]
Free Library of Philadelphia officials announced April 17 they had received from an anonymous
private donor a $15-million challenge grant to help refurbish and expand the Central Library, a
project expected to take more than two years and cost $175 million. &ldquo;This is the largest
gift in the library&rsquo;s history,&rdquo; said William R. Sasso, chairman of the library
foundation&rsquo;s board of directors....
European Digital Library group agrees on copyright model
[http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/currentnews/newsarchive/2007/april2007/eurodiglib.cfm]
The European Union&rsquo;s expert group on digital libraries has established a basic model for
handling copyright issues with orphan works and out-of-print materials. The model&mdash;agreed
upon April 18 by representatives of the British Library, the German National Library, the
Federation of European Publishers, Google, and other stakeholders&mdash;calls on European member
states to set up voluntary programs to digitize and make accessible materials that fall into these
two categories....

ALA News
==========================
Salary survey deadline extended
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/march2007/ALAAPALibrarySalarySurv.htm]
ALA-APA: The Organization for the Advancement of Library Employees has extended its deadline to
Monday, April 30, for completion of its web-based Library Salary Survey. Almost 4,000 public and
academic libraries were asked to participate....
Advocacy Institute at Annual Conference has multiple sponsors
[http://www.ala.org/ala/issues/advocacyinstitute.htm]
The Virginia Library Association,
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[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/VLAAdvocacyInstitute.htm] the Delaware Library
Association, [http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/DLAAdvocacyInstitute.htm] and the
District of Columbia Library Association
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/DCLAAdvocacyInstitute.htm] will cosponsor the
Advocacy Institute at ALA 2007 Annual Conference in Washington, D.C., June 22. This workshop will
feature topics on mounting an effective advocacy program....

Featured review: Adult books
[http://www.booklistonline.com/default.aspx?page=show_product&pid=1954751]
Allawi, Ali A. The Occupation of Iraq: Winning the War, Losing the Peace. Apr. 2007. 400p. Yale,
hardcover (978-0-300-11015-9).
In exile for more than 30 years, Allawi left a successful career in finance and Middle Eastern
policy analysis to return to Iraq in 2003. During the next three years, he served as minister of
trade, the first postwar civilian minister of defense, and a member of the transitional national
government&rsquo;s legislative body. Allawi here draws on his multifaceted experience with the
struggling American project in Iraq to document what went wrong and when....
@ Visit Booklist Online [http://www.booklistonline.com/] for other reviews and much more....

D.C. Update
==========================
15th National Capital Barbecue Battle [http://www.barbecuebattle.com/]
No matter how you spell it, if you love BBQ you’ll enjoy the 2007 Barbecue Battle that will
conveniently take place during ALA Annual Conference. On Pennsylvania Avenue, June 23–24, tens of
thousands of people will watch barbecue teams and restaurants from around the country compete to
win over $25,000 in cash and the title of National Pork BBQ Champion....
Safeway Barbecue Battle
Bike and foot trails
[http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/metro/specials/theguide/maps05/dc_trails.html]
Find hiking and cycling trails throughout the D.C. area, from Rock Creek to the Anacostia
riverwalk, on this handy map....
Washington Post

Division News
==========================
YALSA launches 2007 Teen Read Week website
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/TeenReadWeekwebsite.htm]
YALSA’s 2007 Teen Read Week website offers benefits for early registration. The first 100 to sign
up will receive a free unabridged audiobook from a Printz or Alex Award–winning author. One
winner, selected at random, will receive an audiobook library collection of 12 titles by Printz
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and Alex Award&ndash;winning authors. This year&rsquo;s theme, &ldquo;LOL @ your library,&rdquo;
encourages teens nationwide to read something humorous, light, and entertaining just for the fun
of it....
YALSA names Teen Tech Week contest winners
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/TeenTechWekkwinners.htm]
Old Bridge (N.J.) Public Library won a visit from popular Young Adult author Lauren Myracle (ttyl,
Rhymes with Witches) for producing the program that best exemplifies &ldquo;Get Connected,&rdquo;
the theme for Teen Tech Week 2007....
Teen Tech Week video contest winners
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/TeenTechWekkwinners.htm]
Three students&mdash;Michael Morse, Michelle Gillman, and Dave Burgmeyer&mdash;at Plymouth
Whitemarsh High School in Plymouth Meeting, Pennsylvania, won the Teen Tech Week video contest
with a short video [http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N-anHpB1OFE] (2:33) highlighting the many
technological resources the library has to offer students....
New PLA publication addresses emergency response
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/march2007/NewPLApublication.htm]
PLA has published a handbook and DVD titled Field Guide to Emergency Response: A Vital Tool for
Cultural Institutions,
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog2&_pn=product_detail&_op=2347] originally
produced by Heritage Preservation through a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities.
The instructional DVD demonstrates basic salvage techniques and prepares your response team for
typical problems that take place after a disaster....

Round Table News
==========================
Library history bibliography for Spring 2007
[http://www.ala.org/ala/lhrt/libhistorybib/LHRTbibspr07.htm]
Ed Goedeken has completed his biannual bibliography of writings on the history of libraries,
librarianship, and book culture for the Library History Round Table....

Awards
==========================
Margaret E. Monroe Library Adult Services Award
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/MonroeLibraryAward.htm]
Barry Trott, adult services director of the Williamsburg (Va.) Regional Library, is the 2007
recipient of the Margaret E. Monroe Library Adult Services Award administered by RUSA. This annual
citation, named for Margaret E. Monroe, is presented to a librarian who has made a significant
contribution to, and had an impact on, library service to adults....
Thomson Gale Award for Excellence in Reference and Adult Services
[http://www.ala.org/ala/pressreleases2007/april2007/ThomsonGaleAward.htm]
The Springfield–Greene County (Mo.) Library is the 2007 recipient of the RUSA Thomson Gale Award
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for Excellence in Reference and Adult Services. The $3,000 award donated by Thomson Gale
recognizes a library or library system for developing an imaginative and unique library resource
to meet patrons’ reference needs. The library is receiving the award for its Informed Decision
[http://thelibrary.org/informed/] and Hot Topics
[http://thelibrary.springfield.missouri.org/hottopics/] websites....
Paul Simon to receive LC&#8217;s first Gershwin Prize
[http://www.loc.gov/today/pr/2007/07-085.html]
A star-studded cast of performers and presenters has been confirmed to pay tribute to
singer-songwriter Paul Simon as he receives the first annual Library of Congress Gershwin Prize
for Popular Song on May 23 at 8 p.m. at the Warner Theatre in Washington, D.C. This newly created
award recognizes the profound and positive effect of popular music on the world&rsquo;s culture
and will be given annually to a composer or performer whose lifetime contributions exemplify the
standard of excellence associated with the Gershwins....
Library of Congress, Apr. 23
2007 Bancroft Awards [http://www.columbia.edu/cu/news/07/04/bancroft_awards.html]
The authors of two books, a biography chronicling the life of William James and an ecological
history of the American South, have won the Bancroft Prize for 2007: Robert D. Richardson for
William James: In the Maelstrom of American Modernism (Houghton Mifflin), and Jack Temple Kirby
for Mockingbird Song: Ecological Landscapes of the South (University of North Carolina). The
Bancroft is awarded annually by the Trustees of Columbia University to the authors of books of
exceptional merit in the fields of American history, biography, and diplomacy....
Columbia News, Apr. 20

Seen Online
==========================
Justice Department asked to investigate Reading First program
[http://www.nytimes.com/2007/04/21/us/21reading.html]
The Education Department&rsquo;s inspector general has asked the Justice Department to investigate
Reading First, the Bush administration&rsquo;s $6-billion program to teach poor children to read
by third grade. Inspector General John P. Higgins has issued a half-dozen reports finding
conflicts of interest, cronyism, and bias in how federal officials and private consultants
operated the program and awarded the grants....
New York Times, Apr. 21
Virginia Tech to preserve memorials [http://www.nytimes.com/2007/04/25/us/25virginia.html]
Officials at Virginia Tech have started the process of preserving the makeshift memorials of
grief, love, and forgiveness to the victims and the gunman in the shooting rampage of April 16.
Dean of Libraries Eileen E. Hitchingham said every effort would be made to preserve all the
objects, including pressing one flower from each shrine bouquet. The mementos and original
documents will temporarily be held for safekeeping at a student center until a permanent home is
found....
New York Times, Apr. 25
Free Library President Shelkrot resigns
[http://www.philly.com/philly/news/homepage/20070423_Phila__librarys_president_resigns.html]
Free Library of Philadelphia President Elliot L. Shelkrot has decided to step down as president
and director of one of the 10 largest public library systems in the country. Shelkrot said his
decision was prompted by the simple fact that he has been at the helm for 20 years. He has agreed
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to stay on until the end of the year....
Philadelphia Inquirer, Apr. 23
Teen books move up to the top shelf
[http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/chi-0704190731apr20,1,933324.story]
Despite competition from XBox, TV, and social networking sites, teen literature is one of the
fastest-growing segments in publishing. Industry officials and librarians credit a quirky,
raven-haired wizard: Harry Potter. In honor of the first national Teen Literature Day, publishers,
educators, and young readers gathered April 19 at Benito Juarez Community Academy School in
Chicago to celebrate teenagers who read books for pleasure....
Chicago Tribune, Apr. 20
Rochester readers split on library&#8217;s internet policy
[http://www.rbj.net/fullarticle.cfm?sdid=66185]
Readers are divided sharply on Monroe County (N.Y.) Executive Maggie Brooks&rsquo;s threat to
withdraw all county funding of the Central Library unless it acts immediately to &ldquo;halt the
public viewing of pornography and other graphic materials&rdquo; on library computers. By a slim
margin of 52–48%, more readers supported Brooks&rsquo;s position than opposed it....
Rochester (N.Y.) Business Journal, Apr. 20
Explicit comics challenged in New Zealand
[http://www.wanganuichronicle.co.nz/localnews/storydisplay.cfm?storyid=3731320]
Sexually graphic comics available in the public library at Wanganui, New Zealand, have prompted a
local woman to launch a petition calling for reasonable censorship at the library. Julie Gordon, a
mother of five and part-time secondary school teacher, said while she understands a lot of the
comics—mainly those coming from Japan—were aimed at an adult audience, there were some that had no
rating and therefore could be taken out on loan by any library cardholder....
Wanganui (N.Z.) Chronicle, Apr. 26
University of Illinois rare books library hosts collecting contest
[http://media.www.dailyillini.com/media/storage/paper736/news/2007/03/29/Diversions/Rare-Books.Libra
ry.Hosts.Collecting.Contest-2811157.shtml]
The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign’s Rare Book and Manuscript Library and its resident
book collecting organization, the No. 44 Society, are playing host to the university’s second
annual Book Collecting Contest. This contest pits student book collectors against one another in a
competition to assemble the most complete, well thought-out, and creative book collections....
Daily Illini, Mar. 29
Top minds try weaving a less-tangled Web
[http://www.suntimes.com/lifestyles/wiser/351731,CST-NWS-paige22.article] (humor)
Columnist Paige Wiser writes: “The internet is so flawed that it might be better to scrap it and
begin again, say university researchers. It’s evolved past what it was really designed for, and is
now riddled with spammers and hackers. ‘It’s sort of a miracle that it continues to work well
today,’ Dipankar Raychaudhuri told the Associated Press. Raychaudhuri is a Rutgers professor
supervising three projects that could eventually replace the internet.”...
Chicago Sun-Times, Apr. 22
Sierra Vista takes over library service for GIs [http://www.azstarnet.com/metro/179286.php]
With its rows of books and gleaming windows, the municipal library in Sierra Vista, Arizona, seems
much like any other, except for the military uniforms inside. In a setup being hailed as a
potential model for other military installations, the Army post of Fort Huachuca, about 75 miles
southeast of Tucson, recently signed a deal with the city of Sierra Vista to have the city provide
library services for soldiers....
Tucson Arizona Daily Star, Apr. 20
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Libraries boost offerings for immigrants [http://www.abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory?id=3066578]
The shelves of libraries across Minnesota are swelling with books and other materials catering to
the state’s most recent immigrants mostly Hispanics, Somalis, and Hmong. In the past few years,
libraries have added thousands of books, from free ones from the Mexican government to new ones
about Somali folklore, and received federal grants for storytelling. Libraries have become
important centers for newcomers who are trying to become proficient in English while connecting to
their native languages and heritage....
Associated Press, Apr. 23
Funding woes put PlaneTree library in crisis [http://www.mercurynews.com/search/ci_5691958]
For the past 18 years, the PlaneTree Health Library in Los Gatos, California, has been helping
patrons gather as much information as they can about their or a family member’s new diagnosis.
However, the library is in a race to find more funding. Good Samaritan Hospital has been
sponsoring PlaneTree since 2002, and the partnership is ending on June 30. The hospital will
continue providing the library space rent-free and donations have trickled in, but the staff
wouldn’t mind seeing more financial help from the community....
San Jose (Calif.) Mercury News, Apr. 17
Ute Tribe&#8217;s library director wants more reading
[http://www.cortezjournal.com/asp-bin/article_generation.asp?article_type=news&article_path=/news/07
/news070419_2.htm]
Tina King has been the Ute Mountain (Colo.) Ute Tribe’s library director for just two weeks, but
she’s already making changes and laying out ambitious goals, urging more native youths to discover
the joys of reading. King’s vision includes a hoped-for large-print section for elders and
reorganizing the children’s book section. Her biggest hope is for the Ute Tribe’s young people to
take advantage of a vital community resource....
Cortez (Colo.) Journal, Apr. 19
Cree scholars research their roots [http://www.wcr.ab.ca/news/2007/0423/roots042307.shtml]
The written works of the Oblate missionaries who served among the Cree people in northwestern
Canada have now become the subject of research. A team of indigenous scholars at the University of
Alberta has just begun a five-year research project that involves studying rare books and
manuscripts written in Cree by Oblate missionaries who worked and lived among their ancestors....
Western Catholic Reporter, Apr. 23
Man found shot at Fort Myers library
[http://www.news-press.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070422/NEWS0110/70422003/1075]
A homeless man suffering from a gunshot wound was found April 21 at the downtown Fort Myers branch
of the Lee County (Fla.) Library. A security guard found Hugh Curtis Shears, 43, who frequented
the library, a little after 8 a.m. near the front entrance. &ldquo;We hope he&rsquo;s OK,&rdquo;
said Madeleine Plummer, a regional manager with the county library system....
Fort Myers (Fla.) News-Press, Apr. 22

Tech Talk
==========================
OCLC scores again [http://blogs.ala.org/pace.php?title=oclc_scores_again&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1]
It’s just not enough for OCLC to grab up good software, create cool new tools, and be the behemoth
of the library world; they have to snatch up some great librarians to go along with it! It was
announced April 24 that Roy Tennant [http://www.roytennant.com] will be leaving the California
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Digital Library, where he has worked since 2000, for a new position at OCLC. Tennant will be
senior program manager with the RLG Programs unit of OCLC Research and Programs....
Hectic Pace blog, Apr. 25
U.S. falls further behind in broadband
[http://www.informationweek.com/research/showArticle.jhtml;jsessionid=LUIOW4ZCFNRYGQSNDLPCKHSCJUNN
2J
VN?articleID=199201042]
The United States continues to lose ground when the number of people with broadband communications
connections here is compared to other countries. U.S. broadband penetration among worldwide
industrialized nations dropped from 12th to 15th place, according to broadband rankings
[http://www.oecd.org/sti/ict/broadband] released in April by the Organisation for Economic
Cooperation and Development....
Information Week, Apr. 24
Information design for the New Web
[http://infotangle.blogsome.com/2007/04/02/information-design-for-the-new-web/]
Columbia University Reference Librarian Ellyssa Kroski presented an overview of current trends in
website design April 16 at the Computers in Libraries 2007 conference: “Today’s websites are
aiming for intuitive and usable interfaces which are continuously evolving in response to user
needs. Information design for the New Web is simple, it is social, and it embraces alternate forms
of navigation.” A summary of her presentation appears on her blog....
InfoTangle, Apr. 2
Six reasons to use a paper to-do list
[http://webworkerdaily.com/2007/04/18/six-more-reasons-to-use-a-paper-to-do-list/]
You&rsquo;d think the proliferation of webware might make paper to-do lists obsolete. For some
people, though, no electronic task list can replace the joys of paper and pen. Anne Zelenka
writes: “I&rsquo;ve come across many appealing web-based to do list managers&mdash;Gubb
[http://www.gubb.net] and Remember the Milk [http://www.rememberthemilk.com/] are two especially
nice options&mdash;but none that can overcome my commitment to paper to-do lists.”...
Web Worker Daily, Apr. 18
11 ways to search without Google [http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,1895,2115492,00.asp]
Depending on who you ask, Google accounts for 40–50% of the search engine market (add in Yahoo and
MSN and the figure jumps to around 90%). And rightly so&mdash;the service gives speedy results and
has a very good user interface. But don’t you ever want to try a different search engine, just to
see where it takes you? Here, for your surfing pleasure, are 11 ways to do exactly that, including
Ms. Dewey [http://www.msdewey.com/] (right)....
PC Magazine, Apr. 18
Email is for old people
[http://www.capecodonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070423/NEWS/704230308/-1/NEWS]
All of a sudden, email&mdash;that icon of the Internet Age&mdash;is, like, so over. By last
spring, teen usage of web-based email had dropped 8% from the previous year, according to comScore
Media Matrix. The shift to instant communication like text messaging means that email&mdash;once
the casual, speedy alternative to parcel post&mdash;has become the new “snail mail” among the
Lindsay Lohan set: a slow, all-too-formal way to communicate with “old people” and drab, faceless
institutions....
Hyannis (Mass.) Cape Cod Times, Apr. 24
Uniform Resource Identifiers [http://www.loc.gov/standards/uri/uri-home.html]
A Uniform Resource Identifier (URI) is a character string that serves to identify (or locate,
retrieve, dereference) a resource. URI schemes include http, telnet, mailto, ftp, z39.50s, info,
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tag, and urn (uniform resource name). The info URI scheme was developed within the library and
publishing communities (specifically, in conjunction with the development of the NISO OpenURL
standard) because of the need for URIs as pure identifiers....
IFLA/CDNL Alliance for Bibliographic Standards
Things computers can do in movies
[http://theprogrammingblog.com/jokes/things-computers-can-do-in-movies/]
1. Word processors never display a cursor. 2. You never have to use the space bar when typing long
sentences. 3. Movie characters never make typing mistakes. 4. All monitors display inch-high
letters. 5. All computers are connected; you can access the information on the villain&rsquo;s
desktop computer even if it&rsquo;s turned off....
Programming Blog, Apr. 8

Actions & Answers
==========================
Texas acquires David Mamet papers [http://www.hrc.utexas.edu/news/press/2007/davidmamet.html]
The Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center at the University of Texas at Austin has acquired the
papers of playwright, writer, and film director David Mamet, author of more than 50 plays and 25
screenplays that have earned him a Pulitzer Prize, Oscar nominations, and a Tony Award. The
materials include manuscripts, journals, office and production files, correspondence, and multiple
drafts of each of Mamet’s works, including the plays American Buffalo (1975) and Glengarry Glen
Ross (1992) and screenplays The Untouchables (1988) and Wag the Dog (1997)....
University of Texas at Austin, Apr. 18
State library statistics module
[http://www.ala.org/ala/washoff/referenceab/statelibrarystats/statestats.cfm#ssm]
The ALA Office for Information Technology Policy, in partnership with the Information Institute at
Florida State University, has developed a new tool for library advocates, the EDMS state
statistics module [http://www.libevaluation.com/edms_new/index.cfm]. This interactive website
contains copious information about broadband connectivity in libraries and allows for the creation
of customized reports, based upon 11 variables from the 2006 Public Libraries and the Internet
Study. Users have the opportunity to create comparative tables and charts of data at the national
and state levels....
ALA Office for Information Technology Policy, Apr. 25
[http://www.techsource.ala.org/blog/2007/04/the-internet-is-for-use.html]Six hallmarks of Web 2.0
[http://www.techsource.ala.org/blog/2007/04/the-internet-is-for-use.html]
Michelle Boule writes: “Lee Rainie, from the Pew Internet and American Life Project, was the first
speaker at this year’s Computers in Libraries conference. His talk was bursting with numbers that
illustrated how people use and interact on the internet. According to Rainie, there are six
hallmarks of Web 2.0.”...
ALA TechSource blog, Apr. 23
14 ways to make your library great
[http://www.pps.org/info/newsletter/april2007/library_attributes]
To succeed today, libraries must master many different roles—some traditionally associated with
libraries, some not. New, multifaceted missions must be supported with great design, strong
amenities, and popular programs. Here are 14 different ways public libraries in the United States
and Canada make a difference in their communities....
Project for Public Spaces, Making Places newsletter (Apr.)
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Gulf Coast Summer Reading Initiative [http://www.ed.gov/news/pressreleases/2007/04/04182007.html]
U.S. Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings visited Gulfview-Charles B. Murphy Elementary
School in Kiln, Mississippi, April 18 to launch the 2007 Gulf Coast Summer Reading Initiative, a
public-private partnership between the U.S. Department of Education, First Book, and Scholastic
Inc. Building on the initiative established in 2006, this year’s program renews the effort to
distribute books to communities affected by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita....
U.S. Dept. of Education, Apr. 18
Gaming in libraries survey
[http://www.theshiftedlibrarian.com/archives/2007/04/18/gaming_in_libraries_survey.html]
Syracuse University School of Information Studies Assistant Profesor Scott Nicholson is conducting
a survey on how libraries supported games and gaming activities in 2006. He writes: “This will
provide us with the valuable evidence useful for all of us in getting funding for gaming in
libraries.” If you did run any type of gaming program (board, card, video games) or have people
involved with games in your library, fill out the survey
[http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.asp?u=222783560244] by April 30....
The Shifted Librarian, Apr. 18
Teen online identities in the age of MySpace
[http://www.pewinternet.org/PPF/r/211/report_display.asp]
According to a new report (PDF file
[http://www.pewinternet.org/pdfs/PIP_Teens_Privacy_SNS_Report_Final.pdf]), the majority of teens
actively manage their online profiles to keep the information they believe is most sensitive away
from the unwanted gaze of strangers, parents, and other adults. While many teens post their first
name and photos on their profiles, they rarely post information on public profiles they believe
would help strangers actually locate them, such as full name, home phone number, or cell phone
number....
Pew Internet and American Life Project, Apr. 18
Schools embrace MySpace [http://www.wired.com/culture/education/news/2007/04/myspaceforschool]
Some schools ban social networks for wasting classroom time or to protect students from weirdos.
But, as part of a wider trend toward less top-down teaching, other institutions are putting tools
like MySpace, Bebo, and Facebook on the curriculum—and teachers are saying: “Thanks for the
add.”...
Wired, Apr. 19
Colbert on National Libary Week
[http://www.comedycentral.com/motherload/player.jhtml?ml_video=85471&ml_collection=&ml_gateway=&ml_g
ateway_id=&ml_comedian=&ml_runtime=&ml_context=show&ml_origin_url=%2Fmotherload%2F%3Flnk%3Dv%26
ml_vi
deo%3D85471&ml_playlist=&lnk=&is_large=true]
Comedian Stephen Colbert has a few words to say about National Libary Week on the April 18 Colbert
Report. Author Frank McCourt and New Yorker writer David Remnick also give their “opinions” after
Colbert offers his take on books: “Sure, they’re great to put a hot pot on and nothing beats them
for kindling, but a whole building of them seems a little excessive.”...
Comedy Central, Apr. 18
adjusts free-content offer [http://chronicle.com/weekly/v53/i32/32a03903.htm] (subscription
required)
In mid-March, the New York Times announced that it would make its premium online TimesSelect
content available free to college students. But academic librarians complained that they already
pay tens of thousands of dollars for access to premium content through database companies like
ProQuest and LexisNexis. The paper now says TimesSelect archives will be available only to
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students at colleges that subscribe to database companies that carry Times content....
Chronicle of Higher Education, Apr. 13
Campaign to save newspaper book reviews [http://www.bookcritics.org/?go=saveBookReviews]
Over the past five years, one by one, newspapers have begun to forsake books and their readers. On
its Critical Mass blog,
[http://bookcriticscircle.blogspot.com/search/label/NBCC%20Campaign%20to%20Save%20Book%20Reviews]
the National Book Critics Circle is featuring posts by concerned writers, interviews with book
editors in the trenches, links to op-eds by critics, novelists, and other NBCC board members, Q&As
with newspaper editors and owners who will explain the business context for these changes, and
tips for what you can do to help save book reviewing
[http://bookcriticscircle.blogspot.com/2007/04/how-to-get-involved-in-saving-book.html]....
Critical Mass blog, Apr. 25
Library of Congress launches its first blog [http://www.loc.gov/today/pr/2007/07-089.html]
The Library of Congress might have turned 207 years old April 24, but with the addition of the
first-ever public blog [http://www.loc.gov/blog/] to its award-winning website, it possibly has
never looked younger. The blog is authored by the library’s director of communications, Matt
Raymond, with contributions from Librarian of Congress James H. Billington, along with curators
and other library staff....
Library of Congress, Apr. 23
May is Preservation Month [http://www.nationaltrust.org/preservationmonth/]
The National Trust for Historic Preservation will commemorate the third annual National
Preservation Month in May. And while this year’s theme, “Making Preservation Work,” is new, the
idea remains the same—celebrating the country&rsquo;s diverse and irreplaceable heritage by
participating in local events throughout the nation....
National Trust for Historic Preservation
Library user tip #367 [http://www.parenthacks.com/2007/04/avoid_overdue_f.html]
Avoid overdue fines with a library basket. Megin Hatch writes: “Between the three kids and myself
our library bag is overflowing when we leave. For a long time it was common to lose track of the
books—they would get mixed in with the books we owned (all 9 gazillion of them!). Enter the
library book basket: I bought a special basket that stays in the living room. The kids learned
very quickly to return library books to the basket—even the 2-year-old.”...
Parent Hacks, Apr. 19

[http://www.ala.org/ala/eventsandconferencesb/annual/2007a/geninfo.htm]
A number of ALA units are commemorating anniversaries
[http://wikis.ala.org/annual2007/index.php/Celebrating_ALA_Anniversaries] at Annual Conference in
Washington this June. Check out these chances to celebrate and visit the ALA Membership Pavilion
[http://wikis.ala.org/annual2007/index.php/ALA_Membership_Pavilion] to see additional anniversary
events taking place on the Exhibits Floor.

[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog&_pn=product_detail&_op=2304]
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Make your summer reading program
[http://www.alastore.ala.org/SiteSolution.taf?_sn=catalog&_pn=product_detail&_op=2304] a snap with
colorful, easy-to-use programming resources featuring Mo Willem’s beloved character Pigeon. Don’t
miss the bus! Celebrate summer reading with Pigeon and friends. NEW! From ALA Graphics.

[http://www.ala.org/ala/ourassociation/governanceb/electioninfo/alaelectioninfo.htm]
Erin Haggerty of ALA’s Office of Government Relations discusses National Library Legislative Day
(May 1–2) in this District Dispatch podcast
[http://blogs.ala.org/districtdispatch.php?title=district_dispatch_podcast_19] (4:55).

In this issue
April 2007
Chicago Public Library’s Building Renaissance
2007 Library Design Showcase
Building Libraries versus Schools
Human Error: When Good Intentions Meet Bad Planning

From the CentenniAL Blog
AL Editor-in-Chief Leonard Kniffel writes in What Have You Done for Me Lately:
[http://blogs.ala.org/AL100.php?title=what_have_you_done_for_me_lately&more=1&c=1&tb=1&pb=1] “It
has long been my theory that there are two realities: one is reality and the other is your
perception of reality. It may be futile for me to argue that the perception of American Libraries
as oblivious to the work of school librarians is wrong, when that seems to be the perception that
is making the rounds. But if it weren&rsquo;t futile, I would argue that American Libraries is
very relevant to school librarians and struggles every month and every week in American Libraries
Online and American Libraries Direct to include stories that are not only relevant but
school-library-specific.”...
[http://blogs.ala.org/AL100.php]

Career Leads from
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[http://joblist.ala.org/]
Associate Professor, Library Media,
[http://joblist.ala.org/modules/jobseeker/controller.cfm?scr=jobdetail&jobid=6029] Southern Utah
University, Sherratt Library, Cedar City. This position will assist in planning, implementing, and
evaluating library services in coordination with the Library Administration....
@ More jobs [http://joblist.ala.org/]...

[http://www.ala-apa.org/]
The fourth edition (April 2007) of the Better Salaries and Pay Equity Toolkit
[http://www.ala-apa.org/] is now available on the ALA-APA website as a 90-page PDF file.
[http://www.ala-apa.org/salaries/toolkit.pdf] The toolkit was originally created by the Better
Salaries Task Force established by former ALA President Maurice Freedman in 2001–2002.

[http://www.fortworthgov.org/library/info/default.aspx?id=39352]
The Reading Renovation Volunteer Project
[http://www.ala.org/ala/cro/projectsandactivities/projectsactivities.htm] cosponsored by Idearc
Media and ALA during National Library Week resulted in this complete makeover of the children’s
area of the Fort Worth (Tex.) Public Library’s Riverside branch. The branch reopened April 20
after a week of refurbishing by Idearc volunteers.

Public Perception
How the World
Sees Us
“I know that the library community is very adamant that there’s still a very growing need for
libraries. With the elderly population in Palm Beach County, I think libraries are still a very
viable thing. But in this age of technology, when you get so much on the internet, I just don’t
understand why we need more and bigger libraries.”
?Palm Beach (Fla.) County Commissioner Mary McCarty, reacting to the skyrocketing cost of library
projects approved in 2002, Fort Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel, Apr. 4.

[http://www.ala.org/ala/accreditation/prp/prism/current/onepage1/everythingissue.htm]
The Spring 2007
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[http://www.ala.org/ala/accreditation/prp/prism/current/onepage1/everythingissue.htm] issue of
Prism, the ALA Office for Accreditation’s semiannual newsletter, is now available. This issue
features the 2006 summary report on statistics for ALA-accredited programs and an update on Fall
2006 and Spring 2006 AASL-NCATE program recognition decisions.

Ask the ALA Librarian

Q. I’m putting together a presentation on diversity for one of my library school classes. My main
point is to show that the U.S. is becoming more and more multicultural and, as future public
librarians, we need to be attentive to the issue of diversity and be sensitive to serving the
needs of everyone in our community. Does ALA have any diversity scenarios or exercises that I can
use in my presentation?
A. There are a number of general training resources available that target diversity issues. When
looking through general training materials on diversity, you may wish to seek out exercises from
the service industry if your goal is to facilitate service to diverse library users versus
training staff on workplace diversity. If you are targeting workplace diversity, human resource
training materials abound. The ALA Office for Diversity
[http://www.ala.org/ala/diversity/diversity.htm] provides information and resources on strategic
planning for diversity, employment discrimination, statistics, diversity advocacy, and the
recruitment and retention of a diverse library workforce. The ALA Office for Literacy and Outreach
Services [http://www.ala.org/ala/olos/literacyoutreach.htm] provides information and resources on
improving service to traditionally underserved populations. See more at the ALA Professional Tips
wiki. [http://wikis.ala.org/professionaltips/index.php/Focus_on_Diversity]
The ALA Librarian [mailto:AskTheLibrarian@ala.org] welcomes your questions.

Calendar
Institutes and
workshops
May 18–19:
Miami-Dade Public Library System, [http://www.mdpls.org/news/entry/attach/FestivalFlyer.pdf]
International Art of Storytelling Workshops and Festival. Register by May 7. Contact: Patricia
Faison, [mailto:faisonp@mdpls.org] 305-375-5501.
May 19–22:
Acquisitions Institute [http://libweb.uoregon.edu/ec/aitl/] at Timberline Lodge, Oregon.
May 21–23:
Copyright Utopia: Alternative Visions, Methods, and Policies, [http://www.umuc.edu/mkting/cip/]
University of Maryland University College, Adelphi.
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May 31–June 1:
Human-Computer Interaction Laboratory, [http://www.cs.umd.edu/hcil/soh/index.shtml] Annual
Symposium, University of Maryland, College Park. Contact: HCIL,
[mailto:hcilsymposium@umiacs.umd.edu] 301-405-2769.
June 4–15:
German Script Course [http://www.moravianchurcharchives.org/germanscript.php] at the Moravian
Archives, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania.
June 6–8:
Association of Research Libraries, [http://library.albany.edu/services/arl/index.htm] Library
Management Skills Institute I: The Manager, University at Albany, New York. Contact: Anna Z.
Radkowski-Lee, [mailto:azrl@uamail.albany.edu] 518-442-3574.
June 11–13:
Current Issues: Books in Spanish for Young Readers,
[http://www.csusm.edu/csb/english/wrkshps_2005.htm] Barahona Center for the Study of Books in
Spanish for Children and Adolescents, California State University, San Marcos. Contact: Isabel
Schon, [mailto:ischon@csusm.edu] 760-750-4070.
June 15:
Mississippi Library 2.0 Summit, [http://library.msstate.edu/mslibrarysummit/] Mississippi State
University, Starkville. Contact: Amanda Clay Powers. [mailto:apowers@library.msstate.edu]
June 19–21:
Bank Street Infancy Institute, [http://www.bankstreet.edu/infancyinstitute/] Bank Street College
of Education, New York City.
June 25–27:
Books and Reading Strategies for Bilingual Students in Grades K&ndash;8,
[http://www.csusm.edu/csb/english/wrkshps_2005.htm] Barahona Center for the Study of Books in
Spanish for Children and Adolescents, California State University, San Marcos. Contact: Isabel
Schon, [mailto:ischon@csusm.edu] 760-750-4070.
July 8–27:
Taft Educational Center, [http://www.taftschool.org/TEC/] Watertown, Connecticut, offers library
science courses as part of its 2007 Summer Workshops for Teachers: &ldquo;Questioning Assumptions,
Improving High School Libraries,&rdquo; July 8&ndash;13; &ldquo;The Teaching Library in the Age of
Google,&rdquo; July 15&ndash;20; and &ldquo;Planning Libraries in the 21st Century,&rdquo; July
22&ndash;27. Register by June 1. Contact: TEC, [mailto:taftedctr@taftschool.org] 800-274-7815.
July 12–14:
Trejo Foster Foundation Institute, [http://sir.arizona.edu/trejo/] University of Arizona, Tucson.
Contact: Bruce Felton, [mailto:bfulton@email.arizona.edu] 520-621-3565.
July 16–18:
Books in Spanish for Children and Adolescents, [http://www.csusm.edu/csb/english/wrkshps_2005.htm]
Barahona Center for the Study of Books in Spanish for Children and Adolescents, California State
University, San Marcos. Workshop conducted in Spanish; however, Spanish-speaking ability not
required. Contact: Isabel Schon, [mailto:ischon@csusm.edu] 760-750-4070.
July 30–Aug. 10:
University of California at Los Angeles, [http://www.calrbs.org/] California Rare Book School
offers six one-week courses on rare book librarianship and the history of books and printing.
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@ More [http://www.ala.org/ala/alonline/datebook/datebook.cfm]...
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